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        Questions Nos. 1 to 18, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 19 to 36, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Question No. 37 withdrawn.

  Questions Nos. 38 to 50, inclusive, answered orally.

Greenways Development

31/01/2017WRA0070051. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her plans to build on the tourism offering in rural counties such as Longford and 
Westmeath through the development of greenways for walking and cycling; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [4002/17]

31/01/2017WRA00800Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Tourism sector supports many thousands of jobs in rural areas and the Ac-
tion Plan for Rural Development recognises that the sector offers further opportunities to sup-
port economic development in rural communities.  The Plan sets out 50 actions designed to 
maximise our rural tourism and recreation potential.  It also places a particular emphasis on 
the development and promotion of Activity Tourism in rural areas, through the development of 
Greenways, Blueways and other niche tourism products.

As part of the Action Plan, the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport will prepare a 
new strategy this year to underpin the development, funding and promotion of Greenways to 
support activity tourism in rural areas and provide a boost to local economies.  This strategy 
will be delivered in the second quarter of 2017. 

My own Department will fund the Rural Recreation Scheme, which provides funding for 
the upkeep and development of recreational infrastructure.  Over the lifetime of the Action 
Plan, we will also double the number of trails included in the National Walks Scheme and will 
develop a Public Outdoor Recreation Amenities Plan to transform the provision of outdoor 
recreation facilities on publicly-owned land and waterways.  My Department will work closely 
with the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, relevant State agencies and other key 
stakeholders to deliver these actions.   

One of the key objectives of the Action Plan is to increase overseas tourists to rural Ireland 
by 12% by 2019.  The Central Statistics Office last week announced that 9.6 million overseas 
visitors came to Ireland in 2016.  While the breakdown of destinations for those visitors is not 
yet available, figures for 2015 indicate that 85% of overseas tourists visited at least one region 

Written Answers.
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outside of Dublin. 

  Question No. 52 answered orally.

Rural Development Plan

31/01/2017WRA0100053. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the way in which the action plan for rural development will help elderly per-
sons in rural communities; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4127/17]

31/01/2017WRA01100Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Michael Ring) (Deputy Michael Ring): The Action Plan for Rural Development provides a 
framework of supports to improve the lives of people who live and work in rural Ireland.  It is 
the first Plan of its kind to address both the economic and social needs of rural Ireland through 
a  whole-of-Government approach.  

The Plan includes number of initiatives across a range of Departments which will have a 
particular benefit for elderly people in rural Ireland.  For example: 

- The Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government will invest in the 
Seniors Alert Scheme, which facilitates valuable community-based support for vulnerable older 
people living alone, particularly in isolated areas.   

- The Minister for Health has committed to improving access to GP services in rural areas, 
and to delivering 18 new primary care centres in rural Ireland by the end of 2018.  This will help 
elderly people in rural Ireland to access services in their communities.  The Minister has also 
committed to investing €435 million in 90 public nursing facilities and district and community 
hospitals in rural Ireland up to 2021.   

- The HSE will maintain the network of senior helplines in operation throughout the coun-
try, to help address issues such as loneliness and isolation in rural areas.   

- The implementation of the National Positive Ageing Strategy will also support older peo-
ple in staying healthy and involved in their local communities.   

- The Garda Síochána will continue to support and prioritise community crime prevention 
schemes, including the Neighbourhood Watch and Text Alert schemes, and a new Community 
CCTV Grant Aid scheme will be introduced.   

- The National Transport Authority will work with rural communities to assess and imple-
ment improvements to existing rural transport routes and develop new rural transport routes 
as necessary.  The Authority will also ensure that all Rural Transport Programme vehicles are 
accessible, having regard to passenger needs.   

The Action Plan will be reviewed on an ongoing basis to monitor the progress of these, and 
all other measures in the Plan.   

  Questions Nos. 54 to 56, inclusive, answered orally.

Capital Expenditure Programme

31/01/2017WRA0150057. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the status of the capital spending programme for the National Archives 
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and the National Library; the timeframe for when the two projects will be completed and both 
institutions will be fully functioning; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3784/17]

31/01/2017WRA01600Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): My Department is providing €8m for the first phase in a three-phase capital 
development plan to address deficiencies in the National Archives premises in Bishop Street 
and is working with the National Archives and the OPW to advance this project.  The OPW has 
appointed a design team to the project and work is ongoing to finalise the design.  It is expected 
that this will be completed shortly and that project will go out to tender this year.  

In relation to the National Library I have announced a capital investment of €10m for the Li-
brary’s historic Kildare Street premises.  As with the Archives, my Department is working with 
the National Library and the OPW to advance this project as part of a phased programme of 
works.  Design work is well advanced on the project and I would expect works to start this year .   

I am confident that the investment plan will help transform the Library into a world-class 
facility for the storage and display of some of our most important historical documents. 

Together these two investment programmes will allow the National Archives and the Na-
tional Library to deliver on their core objectives of protecting and conserving their collections, 
as well as allowing them to develop as venues for research, culture, learning and tourism.   

Heritage Promotion

31/01/2017WRA0170058. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if her Department will examine a nationwide plan for the development of village 
design statements that would ensure all future planning and development takes full cognisance 
of the historic character and protects the character and heritage of villages. [4078/17]

31/01/2017WRA01800Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Heritage Council, in collaboration with my Department, has led the de-
velopment of a best practice approach to the development of Community-Led Village Design 
Statements.  In tandem with a number of local authorities and village communities, the Council 
has prepared a toolkit which was launched in October 2012 at the inaugural community-led 
workshop.  In many ways, the approach followed is similar to the Historic Towns Initiative 
(HTI) framework, also developed by my Department in collaboration with the Heritage Coun-
cil, Fáilte Ireland and relevant local authorities, although it is focused on smaller communities.  

Current policy encourages a community-led approach rather than the development of a 
nationwide plan.  I am however considering the possibility of a prioritised targeted approach 
to towns and villages with a view to not only protecting their character and heritage, but also 
contributing to regional development through encouraging economic growth and employment.   

All approaches are still under consideration as I seek to further strengthen the protection of 
our built heritage and to provide for the regeneration of rural towns and villages as part of the 
Action Plan for Rural Development. 

Hare Coursing

31/01/2017WRA0190059. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs when her Department will make available the conservation rangers reports, veteri-
nary reports and hare capture reports pertaining to the current hare coursing season; and if she 



Questions - Written Answers

134

will make a statement on the matter. [3785/17]

31/01/2017WRA02000Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Mi-
chael Ring) (Deputy Michael Ring): It is intended over the next few weeks to publish the vari-
ous reports compiled by the National Parks and Wildlife Service staff of my Department and 
the Irish Coursing Club (ICC) on the NPWS website for the 2015/16 season. There are some 
200 separate reports - including NPWS ranger reports, ICC Reports, ICC Veterinary Reports - 
ranging over 70 coursing meetings – and arrangements are underway to publish them as soon 
as possible.  

The current 2016/17 coursing season finishes at the end of February.  Similar arrangements 
will be made to publish the reports on the website following the receipt of the relevant reports 
from my officials and the ICC.  Reports in relation to Rathdowney, Ballinagar and Loughrea 
Coursing meetings for the 2016/17 season have recently been sent to the Deputy and are already 
published on my Department’s website. 

Arts Funding

31/01/2017WRA0210060. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her views on the fact that the investment criteria for the Irish Arts Center in New 
York has been dropped.  [4175/17]

31/01/2017WRA02200Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I was very pleased to be able to provide €1 million in capital funding from my 
Department for the development of the new Irish Arts Center in New York.  The Irish Arts 
Center is one of two key partners which promote Irish arts abroad and which my Department 
supports on an ongoing basis through the Culture Ireland programme.  The other is the Centre 
Culturel in Paris.  In both cases my Department provides annual funding to showcase the best 
of Irish arts and culture in these two culturally rich world cities.  

This capital funding will supplement private and US State support, including City of New 
York funding of $36.85m, State of New York funding of $3.65m and private funding of $7.6m.  
My Department’s grant in December complements over €3m provided to date by the Govern-
ment through the Emigrant Support Programme of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
as well as the support provided by the Office of Public Works in preparing the designs for the 
new Center.  The new Irish Arts Center, when completed, will be a flagship venue which will 
offer a major platform for the coming generation of Irish artists and performers. 

The Government’s additional support was warmly welcomed by the Irish community in 
New York when I visited there two weeks ago to launch the Culture Ireland US programme 
for 2017 where my Department will provide €1m to Irish artists to showcase their work in the 
United States throughout the year.   

This builds on the increased funding which my Department was able to provide in 2016 
to enable an enhanced programme to be presented as part of ‘I Am Ireland’, Culture Ireland’s 
Centenary programme.   

It is not clear to me what the Deputy is referring to in relation to the dropping of investment 
criteria, however, my Department has attached standard conditions to the grant to ensure that 
the investment is protected.    

The additional funding which I have now provided will assist in ensuring that this flagship 
artistic Irish cultural venue is delivered on schedule by allowing site preparations to progress 
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as planned.   

Local Authority Funding

31/01/2017WRA0230061. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the estimated amount of funding that will be delivered to each local authority 
under pillar two of the Creative Ireland programme; the details of the county co-ordinators; the 
framework which will be used to administer the programme; and if the funding will be ring-
fenced for the arts.  [4182/17]

31/01/2017WRA02400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Government recently launched the Creative Ireland Programme – Clár Éire 
Ildánach 2017 – 2022.  This is a cross-Government initiative to mainstream culture and creativ-
ity in the life of the nation and to promote individual, community and national wellbeing.  This 
will focus on boosting cultural provision and participation in communities and harnessing the 
goodwill and engagement generated by the 2016 commemorative programme. 

The core proposition of this programme is that participation in cultural activity drives per-
sonal and collective creativity, with significant implications for individual and societal wellbe-
ing and achievement.  The programme is based on five pillars:   

- Enabling the creative potential of every child

- Enabling creativity in every community

- Investing in our creative and cultural infrastructure

- Establishing Ireland as a centre of excellence in media production

- Unifying our global reputation.   

The second pillar – Enabling creativity in every community – will be implemented primar-
ily through our local authorities.  This is because local authorities are the primary instruments 
of community engagement and, second, local authorities have a particular capacity for local 
programme delivery, especially in the context of citizen engagement. 

I have asked each local authority to establish a Culture Team bringing together arts officers, 
librarians, heritage officers, museum curators, archivists and other relevant personnel which 
will be led by a Director of Services, with a nominated person as ‘Creative Ireland Co-ordina-
tor’.  The primary role of the Culture Team will be to develop a Culture and Creativity Plan, 
reflecting the overall structure and aims of the national strategy programme, and then to drive 
public participation in creative cultural activity in each local authority area.   

I have made a specific allocation of €1 million to the local authorities towards the imple-
mentation of the 2017 Creative Ireland Plans out of the overall funding of €5m which I secured 
in Budget 2017 to underpin this new initiative.   

Question No. 62 answered with Question No. 55.

Gorse Burning

31/01/2017WRA0260063. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the position regarding extending the spring gorse burning season; her views 
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on the prospect of spring wildfires such as those that have threatened homes and native oak 
forests in Killarney National Park and many other areas in recent years; her plans for 2017 to 
reduce this risk; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3844/17]

31/01/2017WRA02700Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Section 40 of the Wildlife Acts 1976, as amended, prohibits the cutting, grub-
bing, burning or destruction of vegetation, with certain strict exemptions, from 1 March to 31 
August.  

Following a review of Section 40, which involved, inter alia, consideration of submissions 
from interested parties, I announced proposals in December 2015 to introduce legislation to 
allow for managed hedge cutting and burning at certain times within the existing closed period 
on a pilot two year basis.  The legislation required to allow for these pilot measures is included 
in the Heritage Bill 2016, which was published in January 2016.  The Bill is currently at Com-
mittee Stage in Seanad Éireann.  In the meantime, the existing provisions relating to Section 40 
of the Wildlife Acts remain in force. 

Significant environmental damage is caused by wildfires.  This issue has become more acute 
in recent years, as evidenced by the spate of fires in various parts of the country, including the 
2015 fire in Co. Kerry.    

The main source of such wildfires is thought to be the deliberate starting of fires without 
concern for the consequences. My Department is one of a number of agencies represented 
on the Inter-Agency Gorse Fire Group that explores issues surrounding such fires.  An Garda 
Síochána is also represented on the Group. My Department co-operates fully with Garda in-
vestigations and any other investigations that may be initiated by other statutory bodies. As the 
Deputy will appreciate, Killarney National Park on its own comprises over 10,000 Hectares 
(26,000 acres) so it can be difficult to provide a visible “presence” on the ground to discourage 
and prevent unauthorised burning in the countryside.  Trying to identify the culprits – those who 
deliberately set fires in open areas – can also be difficult. 

Aside from such malicious activities, one of the main challenges is to encourage mem-
bers of the public, (including landowners, farmers and recreational users of publicly accessible 
land), to act responsibly at all times, to be mindful of their own safety and the safety of others, 
to be mindful of the need to protect property, both publicly owned and privately owned, and to 
appreciate the value of our natural heritage, particularly in our National Parks, Nature Reserves 
and Designated (Natura 2000) Sites. 

Built Heritage Investment Scheme

31/01/2017WRA0280064. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the progress on the built heritage investment scheme; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [4180/17]

31/01/2017WRA02900Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS), which I launched in 2015, is 
one of a number of State financial supports that provide for the conservation and preservation 
of heritage structures.  The scheme was developed to assist with the repair and conservation of 
structures that are protected under the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).  In 
certain cases, the scheme is also available for the conservation of structures within Architectural 
Conservation Areas (ACAs) where, in the opinion of the local authority, a need for works to 
enhance the character and appearance of an ACA has arisen and has been demonstrated.  
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The 2016 Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS), with an allocation of €2 million, was 
operated via the local authorities, on the same model as the very successful Built Heritage Jobs 
Leverage Scheme, which ran in 2014.  In 2016, the scheme supported over 270 projects across 
the country, creating over 17,000 days of employment in the conservation and construction 
industries, while helping to regenerate urban and rural areas.  The scheme has also leveraged 
aggregate investment just under €5.5 million; more than double the scheme’s allocation of €2 
million. 

I announced recently that the scheme will operate again in 2017.  It will provide a €2 mil-
lion euro investment this year for the repair and conservation of protected structures and will 
again be operated by the Local Authorities.  This scheme will support a significant number of 
projects across the country and help provide employment in the conservation and construction 
industries.   

The focus and priority of the scheme is on heritage-led job creation.  As a result, local 
authorities are required to report to the Department on the number of jobs created under this 
scheme.  The scheme aims to leverage private capital for investment in a significant number of 
labour-intensive, small-scale conservation projects across the country.  It also supports the em-
ployment of skilled and experienced conservation professionals, craftspeople and tradespersons 
in the repair of the historic built environment. 

Rural Development Plan

31/01/2017WRA0300065. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs her views on the way recreational tourism projects such as the development 
of blueways and greenways can benefit rural towns and villages in the context of the action plan 
for rural development, with specific reference to plans for a blueway in south County Kildare; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4185/17]

31/01/2017WRA03100Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Tourism is of key importance to the economic wellbeing of rural Ireland and the 
sector supports many thousands of jobs in rural areas.  The Action Plan for Rural Development 
recognises the further growth potential that tourism presents for rural communities.  It sets out 
50 distinct actions designed to maximise our rural tourism and recreation potential. 

These actions will support the objective of rejuvenating Ireland’s rural towns and villages 
by developing and promoting the expansion of activity tourism in rural areas, including through 
the development of Blueways and Greenways.   

For example, my Department funded part of the Shannon - Erne Blueway development 
under the Rural Economic Development Zones (REDZ) pilot in 2015.  Launched in June 2016, 
the Shannon-Erne Blueway is bringing tourism to the rural areas of Cavan, Leitrim, Longford 
and Roscommon, connecting 22 towns and villages located alongside the River Shannon and 
the Shannon-Erne Waterway, through the Blueway. 

In addition to this, my Department provided funding to Waterways Ireland in 2016 via the 
Rural Recreation Scheme to develop a critical link in the walking and cycling element of the 
Blueway by linking the existing 14km of looped walks to the facilities and services at Acres 
lake and Drumshanbo town in Leitrim, through the development of an iconic boardwalk. 

Such developments can and do support economic development in the towns, villages and 
hinterlands along the route by providing leisure activities not only for visitors, but also for 
people who live and work in the vicinity.  The Action Plan for Rural Development aims to build 
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on these initiatives and replicate their success in attracting visitors to rural towns and villages.   

With regard to specific plans for a blueway in south County Kildare, as I understand it, the 
Deputy may be referring to the Barrow Way, which runs through County Kildare.  I am advised 
that just last week, Waterways Ireland submitted a planning application for development of this 
way, including a Blueway element along the Grand Canal. 

Film Industry Development

31/01/2017WRA0320066. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if her attention has been drawn to the ongoing campaign in County Wicklow re-
garding securing the future of studios (details supplied) and the concerns of employees and the 
local community; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4077/17]

31/01/2017WRA03300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The facility to which the Deputy refers is owned jointly by Enterprise Ireland 
in conjunction with other private entities.  My colleague, the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation, has responsibility for Enterprise Ireland.  However, I am aware of the issue and my 
Department is keeping in contact with the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation in 
relation to the issue.

National Monuments

31/01/2017WRA0340067. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs if she or any representative from her Department has met and-or communicated with 
representatives from companies (details supplied) or Dublin City Council in the past 12 months 
with regard to the Dublin Central Carlton-Moore Street site; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [4177/17]

31/01/2017WRA03500Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): My Department has had no interactions with the parties referred to by the Dep-
uty or Dublin City Council with regard to matters relating to the Dublin Central/Carlton site.  
Any other interactions with some of the parties noted would have been necessitated by issues 
relating to the separate discharge of my functions as Minister with regard to the State owned 
National Monument in Moore Street and in the context of the Moore Street Consultative Group 
which is in an ongoing engagement with all relevant stakeholders. 

Arts Centres

31/01/2017WRA0360068. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs her views on the development of arts centres in rural towns and villages and 
the benefits this can bring to an area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4184/17]

31/01/2017WRA03700Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Last year I announced a new €9 million investment scheme for arts and cultural 
centres to run over the next three years, focused on securing and enhancing our arts and culture 
infrastructure.  The scheme will target investment at a range of different facilities, including arts 
centres, theatres, galleries and museums, as well as artists’ studios and creative spaces.  

I hope to make announcements on this scheme very shortly.  Many of the projects to be 
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grant-aided will be located in rural Ireland and will support cultural and community life in rural 
Ireland.  This scheme will form part of the implementation of the Action Plan for Rural Devel-
opment which is the first whole-of-government strategy aimed at people living and working in 
rural Ireland. 

The Plan aims to unlock the potential of rural Ireland through a framework of supports at 
national and local level which will ensure that people who live in rural areas have increased 
opportunities for employment locally, and access to public services and social networks that 
support a high quality of life.  

It contains 276 actions which aim to improve both the economic and social fabric of rural 
Ireland spread across five pillars. 

The fourth pillar of the Action Plan - Fostering Culture and Creativity in Rural Communities 
incorporates the arts.  The key objectives of this Pillar are to:- 

 - Increase access to the arts and enhance cultural facilities in rural communities. 

 - Further develop and enhance culture and creativity in rural Ireland through the establish-
ment of culture teams and creativity hubs as part of the Creative Ireland Programme.  

 - Promote the Irish language as a key resource in Gaeltacht and other rural communities. 

I will also shortly be announcing details of a new small capital grant scheme for arts and 
cultural facilities for not-for-profit organisations with a defined arts and cultural remit.  This 
will be of particular benefit to local cultural centres throughout rural Ireland.   

Rural Development Plan

31/01/2017WRA0380069. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the way the action plan for rural development, launched recently in County Long-
ford, can benefit rural communities; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4003/17]

31/01/2017WRA03900Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Realising our Rural Potential, the Government’s Action Plan for Rural Develop-
ment, was launched in Ballymahon, Co. Longford on the 23rd January 2017.  The objective of 
the Plan is to unlock the potential of rural Ireland through a framework of supports at national 
and local level which will ensure that people who live in rural Ireland have increased opportu-
nities for employment locally, and access to public services and social networks that support a 
high quality of life.  

The Action Plan will act as an overarching structure for the co-ordination and implementa-
tion of initiatives right across Government which will benefit rural Ireland.  The Plan contains 
over 270 actions to be delivered by a range of Government Departments, State agencies and 
other bodies.  It is structured around five thematic pillars, which aim to improve the social and 
economic fabric of rural Ireland.  These pillars are:   

   Supporting Sustainable Communities

   Supporting Enterprise and Employment   

   Maximising our Rural Tourism and Recreation Potential   

   Fostering Culture and Creativity in rural communities   
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   Improving Rural Infrastructure and Connectivity.   

The Plan will support sustainable communities by making rural Ireland a better place to 
live through initiatives such as the Town and Village Renewal Scheme and CLÁR.  It will 
enhance local services, empower local communities to ensure that their voices are heard in 
decision-making, and build better communities through ongoing investment in schemes such 
as LEADER. 

Key to the delivery of the Action Plan will be a robust process of monitoring progress on 
each of the 276 actions.  I will chair a Monitoring Committee which will include representatives 
of all relevant Government Departments, public bodies and key rural stakeholder interests.  The 
Monitoring Committee will meet on a regular basis and will report to the Cabinet Committee on 
Regional and Rural Affairs, which is chaired by An Taoiseach.  Progress reports on the imple-
mentation of the Plan will be published every six months. 

The Action Plan for Rural Development will also be a living document, with the capacity to 
add further actions over its lifetime.  

Artists’ Remuneration

31/01/2017WRB0030070. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the status of the co-ordinated scheme between the Department of Social Protection 
and her Department to assist artists applying for jobseeker’s allowance; and when information 
will be provided regarding this scheme to artists around the country. [4183/17]

31/01/2017WRB00400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Last month, I announced that my Department in conjunction with the Depart-
ment of Social Protection would devise a mechanism during 2017 to assist self-employed artists 
who have applied for Jobseeker’s Allowance.

I have been in contact with my colleague the Minister for Social Protection on the matter 
and officials of our two Departments have already begun working on this initiative in consul-
tation with the Arts Council.  The scheme will be a pilot scheme and is part of the Creative 
Ireland Programme which was launched by the Taoiseach in December.  Details of the pilot 
scheme will be announced as soon as possible.

31/01/2017WRB00500Arts Council Membership

31/01/2017WRB0060071. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the number of current vacancies on the board of the Arts Council; if she will ensure 
that some artists and arts practitioners will be appointed to fill the vacancies; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [4179/17]

31/01/2017WRB00700Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): There are currently no vacancies on the Council.

Last year I appointed 6 people to the Council to fill existing vacancies.  They are:

- Damien Downes

- Loughlin Deegan
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- Paddy Glackin

- Martina Moloney

- Pádraig Ó Duinnín

- Helen Shaw

In line with the provisions of the Arts Act 2003 board members are required to have a spe-
cial interest or knowledge in relation to the arts or matters connected with the functions of the 
Minister or the Council under the Act.

All of the appointees applied for the positions through www.stateboards.ie and were recom-
mended to me as Minister, through the Public Appointments Service, as having the requisite 
skills requirement for the Board of the Arts Council.  The appointments are for a term of five 
years.

Cultural Policy

31/01/2017WRB0090072. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if she has had any engagement with stakeholders in the music industry regarding 
the establishment of a music industry task force with wide representation and which would 
examine a range of issues including the impact of intellectual property and copyright legislation 
and enforcement in both the music and technology industries, supports for the business of music 
education and a dedicated office similar to the Irish Film Board for the music sector. [4076/17]

31/01/2017WRB01000Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Intellectual property rights, including copyright law, are a matter for my col-
league, the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.  Minister Mitchell O’Connor is re-
viewing copyright legislation at present and my Department is engaging with this review.

In relation to the arts and culture more generally, on December 8th last, the Taoiseach and 
I launched the Creative Ireland Programme/Clár Éire Ildánach as the Government’s Legacy 
Programme arising out of the Ireland 2016 Centenary Programme and as the main implementa-
tion vehicle for the priorities identified in Culture 2025.  The Creative Ireland Programme is a 
high-level, high-ambition, all-of-Government initiative to mainstream creativity in the life of 
the nation.

My Department is now working to implement the Creative Ireland Programme with part-
ners across Government and other key stakeholders.

I consider that the most appropriate interventions should continue through existing struc-
tures and I have no plans to set up a new agency at this stage.  In relation to the remit of my 
own Department primary responsibility for the promotion and support of the arts, including 
music, throughout the country is devolved to the Arts Council.  In the 2017 Budget, I secured 
significant additional funding for the Arts Council delivering an increase of €5m or 8%, in the 
Council’s funding this year.  It will enable the Council to enhance support to artists and arts 
organisations around the country, including musicians, in line with its strategy, Making Great 
Art Work, which prioritises support for the artist and public engagement.

My Department also provides supports for Irish artists and musicians to travel abroad and 
develop their careers through its Culture Ireland programme.  I am pleased that I secured a 
significant increase in the baseline funding for Culture Ireland from €2.5m in 2016 to €3.5m in 
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2017.

31/01/2017WRB01100Help-To-Buy Scheme Administration

31/01/2017WRB0120073. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if media reports are accurate that her Department is seeking the extension of first-
time buyer’s grants to purchasers of second-hand homes in rural areas; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [4075/17]

31/01/2017WRB01300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I presume that the Deputy is referring to the new Help to Buy (HTB) incentive 
that was announced as part of Budget 2017 by my colleague the Minister for Finance.  This 
initiative is designed to help first-time buyers of newly built homes to assemble the required 
deposit.  It also applies to once-off self-build homes.

I can confirm that my Department has not sought the extension of the initiative to first time 
buyers of second hand homes in rural areas.

However, I have quite separately announced that as part of an enhanced Town and Village 
Renewal scheme this year, I intend to launch a pilot to encourage residential occupancy in rural 
towns and villages.  The pilot will examine ways in which properties that are currently not in 
use in town centres can be renovated to allow them to be used for residential purposes.  This 
pilot will be launched in the second half of the year, when details of the scheme have been fi-
nalised in consultation with relevant Departments.

31/01/2017WRB01400Leader Programmes Data

31/01/2017WRB0150074. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the amount and value of approvals to date for projects under the Leader pro-
gramme 2014-2020; the expected expenditure under the Leader programme in 2017; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [4171/17]

31/01/2017WRB01600Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The LEADER programme plays a central role in the rejuvenation of rural com-
munities throughout Ireland.  LEADER 2014-2020 became fully operational last year follow-
ing the completion of Funding Agreements with Local Action Groups for the delivery of Local 
Development Strategies in 28 sub-regional areas of Ireland.  In addition, a second strategy 
selection process is underway in Galway in respect of the area of the county not covered by an 
existing Funding Agreement.

While Funding Agreements have been signed in all 28 sub-regional areas, there is a natural 
lead-in period required where the new Local Action Groups conclude calls for proposals and 
work with potential applicants to develop and finalise funding proposals which will ultimately 
be delivered in each area.

Three projects with a total value of approximately €50,000 have had their project applica-
tions approved, while an additional 16 project applications valued at approximately €304,000 
are at different stages of the administrative checking process.

I anticipate a significant increase in project approvals this year and a total of €40 million has 
been provided in the Revised Estimates Volume for the LEADER Programme in 2017.
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31/01/2017WRB01700Cultural Policy

31/01/2017WRB0180075. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if her attention has been drawn to the new culture grant in Italy, whereby every 18 
year old in the country is entitled to €500 to be spent on cultural endeavours such as concert or 
theatre tickets, language courses or books; if she has considered introducing a similar incentive 
for young persons here; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4134/17]

31/01/2017WRB01850Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): My Department is aware of this Italian initiative which was discussed at the 
Cultural Affairs meeting in Brussels.  The Italian representative had flagged this incentive in the 
on-going discussions in the context of the European Year of Cultural Heritage in 2018.

The Government’s priorities in relation to cultural engagement with young people are set out 
in The Creative Ireland Programme which the Taoiseach and I launched on the 8th of December 
last.  This is the Government’s Legacy Programme for Ireland 2016 and the main implemen-
tation vehicle for the priorities identified in Culture 2025/Éire Ildánach the draft framework 
policy which I published in July last year.  It is a five-year initiative, from 2017 to 2022, which 
places creativity at the centre of public policy.  It is built around five pillars the first of which is 
the ‘Enabling the Creative Potential of Every Child’.  Arising out of this my Department will 
be working with the Department of Education and Skills and the Department of Children and 
Youth Affairs over the coming months to develop a plan so that by 2022 every child in Ireland 
will have access to tuition in music, drama, art and coding.

The full Creative Ireland programme is available on www.creative.ireland.ie.

Rural Development Plan

31/01/2017WRB0200076. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if her and other Government Departments will have to introduce Supplemen-
tary Estimates to provide in 2017 for the promises in the recent action plan for rural develop-
ment; the reason there was no detailed costing in the plan of the extra Exchequer expenditure 
that will be required in the coming years, over and above that already provided for, as a result 
of the plan; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [4170/17]

31/01/2017WRB02100Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development which was launched on 
23rd January will act as an overarching structure for the co-ordination and implementation of 
initiatives right across Government which will benefit rural Ireland.  The Plan contains over 270 
actions to be delivered by a range of Government Departments, State agencies and other bodies.

The Plan includes details of the key investments which will be made to support rural de-
velopment over the three-year period of the Plan – and beyond that time frame in some cases.

The actions in this Plan represent firm commitments from Government Departments and 
agencies to support rural Ireland.  In line with normal procedures, it will be a matter for indi-
vidual Government Departments to secure the funding required on a year-by-year basis as part 
of the annual Estimates process.

As far as my own Department is concerned, I do not foresee the need for a supplementary 
Estimate this year.  Funding for regional and rural programmes in my Department’s Estimate 
has increased from €61.2 million in 2016, to €79.2 million in 2017 – an increase of 29%.  This 
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demonstrates the Government’s commitment to rural development and will allow for the fund-
ing of schemes such as the CLÁR programme and the Town and Village Renewal Scheme.  The 
increased funding will be complemented by the work of other areas of my Department, much 
of which has a positive impact on rural Ireland.

It is important to bear in mind that many of the commitments in the Action Plan for Rural 
Development involve new policy initiatives which will not necessarily require additional fund-
ing to have a positive impact – for example the development of a new and effective framework 
for rural proofing Government policies, or the development, for the first time ever, of a National 
Policy on Social Enterprise.

31/01/2017WRB02200Irish Language

31/01/2017WRB0230077. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the number of staff within her Department that have fluent working Irish. [4176/17]

31/01/2017WRB02400Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Seán Kyne): I am advised that 52 members of staff in my Department perform 
their daily duties through the medium of Irish.  Other staff are competent, and, in some cases, 
fluent Irish speakers.  In addition my Department also seconds staff to Oifig an Choimisinéara 
Teanga and 6 staff are currently assigned to that office.

Rural Development Plan

31/01/2017WRB0260078. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the number of jobs she plans to create in County Wexford with regard to the ac-
tion plan for rural development; the measures her Department has planned in County Wexford 
to increase foreign direct investment by 40%; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[4135/17]

31/01/2017WRB02650Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Action Plan for Rural Development recognises that strong regions provide 
the basis for improving economic opportunities and jobs potential in rural areas.  In this con-
text, the regional Action Plans for Jobs, which are co-ordinated by the Department of Jobs, 
Enterprise and Innovation, will play a key role in improving the operating environment for 
businesses so that enterprises throughout all regions can start-up, grow and create employment.

The overall goal of the 8 Regional Action Plans for Jobs is to have a further 10-15% of 
people at work in each region by 2020 and to ensure the unemployment rate of each region is 
within 1% of the State average.  The Government has set a target of supporting the creation of 
135,000 jobs outside the Dublin region by 2020.

The core objective of the South East Action Plan for Jobs, which encompasses the county 
of Wexford, is to have a further 25,000 at work in the region by 2020.  The job creation target 
is for the region as a whole, and does not contain county-specific targets.

The detailed plans for increasing foreign direct investment in the regions are a matter for 
IDA Ireland.  The IDA comes under the remit of the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion, Mary Mitchell-O’Connor, T.D.

The Action Plan for Rural Development will complement the regional Action Plans for Jobs 
and includes over 270 actions for delivery across a range of Government departments, State 
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agencies and other bodies to support both the economic and social development of rural Ireland.

31/01/2017WRB02700Heritage Projects

31/01/2017WRB0280079. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the timeframe for the completion and full opening of Killarney House; her 
plans for 2017; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3843/17]

31/01/2017WRB02900Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring): The restored gardens at Killarney House opened to huge 
public acclaim in April 2016.  The interpretation/exhibition programme and installation for 
Killarney House and the National Park is advancing and I expect that it will be completed in 
the coming months.  It is intended that the exhibition will open to the public during the tourism 
season and that the historic rooms of the House will be open too during the course of the year.

31/01/2017WRB03000National Monuments

31/01/2017WRB0310080. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the reason trained underwater archaeologists using an archaeological methodology 
were not used on a recent dive on the Lusitania. [4172/17]

31/01/2017WRB03200Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): As indicated in my response to Questions Nos. 403 and 404 on 13 December 
2016, conditions associated with dive licences under the National Monuments Acts are subject 
to review and input from the relevant professional archaeological services of my Department, 
are structured to reflect the particular nature, circumstances and objectives of the licensable 
activity and, consequently, will vary from case to case.

The licence issued in this instance, which was subject to 20 detailed conditions, reflected 
the Memorandum of Understanding between my Department and the owner of the wreck to 
facilitate greater mutual co-operation and collaboration.  The licence conditions reflected the 
unique and extensive knowledge of the wreck site on the part of the person appointed to make 
the recovery, the complexity and arduousness of the dive, the nature, composition and location 
of the artefact being known, the fact that the artefact had been previously filmed on the seabed 
and also the applicant’s intention to recover the particular artefact for donation, conservation 
and display in a suitable local public facility.

Rural Development Plan

31/01/2017WRB0340081. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the steps which will be taken to increase tourism potential in rural areas as 
part of the action plan for rural development; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[4136/17]

31/01/2017WRB03500Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Maximising our Rural Tourism and Recreation Potential is one of the key pillars 
of the Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development.  The Plan will act as an overarch-
ing structure for the co-ordination and implementation of initiatives right across Government 
which will benefit rural Ireland.
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Tourism is of key importance to the economic wellbeing of rural Ireland and the sector sup-
ports many thousands of jobs in rural areas.  The Action Plan for Rural Development recognises 
the further growth potential that tourism presents for rural communities.  The Plan sets out 50 
distinct actions designed to maximise our rural tourism and recreation potential.  These com-
bined actions aim to increase overseas tourists to rural Ireland by 12% by 2019.

Through the Action Plan for Rural Development, we will support job creation through tar-
geted initiatives such as the Wild Atlantic Way, Ireland’s Ancient East, and by developing the 
potential of Ireland’s Lakelands.  We will also develop cross-Border tourism initiatives to sup-
port the tourism potential of the Border region.

We will promote and increase Activity Tourism in rural areas through the development of 
Greenways, Blueways and other niche tourism products.  My own Department will fund the 
Rural Recreation Scheme and the National Walks Scheme and will develop a Public Outdoor 
Recreation Amenities Plan to transform the provision of outdoor recreation facilities on public-
ly-owned land and waterways.

We will also develop and promote our natural and built heritage through capital investment 
in our National Parks and Nature Reserves, through investment in the Gaeltacht areas, and by 
progressing the designation of additional sites in UNESCO’s World Heritage list.

My Department will work closely with the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, 
Fáilte Ireland, Tourism Ireland, the Heritage Council and other key stakeholders around the 
country, such as Waterways Ireland, Údarás na Gaeltachta and local authorities, to deliver these 
actions.

31/01/2017WRB03600Hare Coursing

31/01/2017WRB0370082. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if her Department has completed the report into the killing of hares at Rathdowney 
in November 2016; when the report will be made available; if she will confirm that no licence 
has been given for a rescheduled event or for the capture of more hares (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [3786/17]

31/01/2017WRB03800Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring): It is my understanding that a copy of the report prepared by 
my Department in relation to Rathdowney Coursing club was provided to the Deputy in De-
cember 2016.  The report is also available on my Department’s website – (http://www.ahrrga.
gov.ie/news-centre/news-centre-publications/).

The meeting scheduled by the coursing club did not take place, no licence was given for a 
rescheduled event and all hares held in captivity by the club were released under supervision of 
officials of the National Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department.

31/01/2017WRB03900National Parks and Wildlife Service Expenditure

31/01/2017WRB0400083. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her views on whether the present resources allocated to the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service, NPWS, is sufficient to meet its remit to protect Ireland’s wildlife and biodi-
versity; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4178/17]

31/01/2017WRB04100Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
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Humphreys): I am advised that staffing levels across my Department are kept under regular re-
view and resources required to meet my Department’s business needs are assessed through the 
workforce planning process, having regard to Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
directives, guidelines and circulars on staffing, as well as to emerging business priorities and the 
availability of payroll resources.  It was necessary, as a result of the severe economic downturn, 
to impose a strict embargo on public service recruitment over a number of recent years.  This 
inevitably resulted in a reduction in staffing levels across the entire public sector and across 
many areas of my Department, including the NPWS.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that my Department is currently in the process of a num-
ber of recruitment campaigns, including, through the Public Appointment Service, for addi-
tional staff at Conservation Ranger level in the National Parks and Wildlife Service.  A number 
of General Operative posts in the National Parks are also being filled, while recruitment for 
seasonal staff to manage our National Parks is currently underway.

31/01/2017WRC00200Rural Development Plan

31/01/2017WRC0030084. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the way in which it is intended the action plan for rural development will 
increase social provisions in rural towns and maintain the presence of existing social provi-
sions such as post offices, rural Garda stations and bus routes in view of the fact that these vital 
services are needed to attract new residents into these areas; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter.  [4167/17]

31/01/2017WRC00400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Realising our Rural Potential, the Government’s Action Plan for Rural Develop-
ment, takes a whole-of-Government approach to the economic and social development of rural 
Ireland.  The Plan contains over 270 actions to be delivered by a range of Government Depart-
ments, State agencies and other bodies.

An objective of the Plan is to support sustainable communities through the enhancement of 
local services, including in areas such as health care, safety and security, and transport.  A range 
of measures will be taken across various Government Departments, Agencies and other bodies 
to support these services in rural areas.  For example:

  The National Transport Authority will work with rural communities to assess and imple-
ment improvements to existing transport routes and develop new routes as necessary.  Transport 
services for the off-shore islands will also be improved.

  The HSE will increase the number of GPs in rural areas and will invest in new primary 
care centres and support Community Intervention Teams to facilitate the treatment of patients 
in their own communities.

  The Department of Justice and An Garda Síochána will take a range of measures to address 
crime prevention, including by ensuring that Gardaí are mobile, visible and responsive in the 
community, and through schemes such as the new Community CCTV Grant Aid Scheme.

  My own Department will oversee actions to support the Post office network, arising from 
the work of the Post Office Renewal Board and the Post Office Hub Working Group.

It is important, also, that we implement measures to help breathe life back into our rural 
towns and villages and enable them to become vibrant places where people socialise, live and 
work.  The rejuvenation of towns and villages will be supported under the Action Plan through 
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schemes such as the Town and Village Renewal Scheme   and the CLÁR Programme.  I also 
intend to launch a pilot scheme later in the year to encourage people to take up residential oc-
cupancy of premises in town centres.

31/01/2017WRC00500Arts in Education Charter

31/01/2017WRC0060085. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the progress on implementing the arts in education charter; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [4181/17]

31/01/2017WRC00700Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Programme for a Partnership Government commits to the continued imple-
mentation of the Arts in Education Charter and my Department is working closely with the De-
partment of Education and Skills and the Arts Council to deliver the objectives of the Charter.

The work of the two Departments and the Arts Council in implementing the Charter is 
achieved largely through existing structures such as education centres.  Good progress has been 
made to date in terms of launching Ireland’s first Arts in Education Portal, holding National 
Arts and Education Days and developing Teacher Artist Partnerships through the Education and 
Training Centres.

In terms of direct support for the arts, this is primarily a matter for the Arts Council and its 
ten-year strategy - Making Great Art Work 2016-2025 - places specific emphasis on the need 
to plan and provide for children and young people.  The strategy also commits to working to 
achieve full implementation of the Arts in Education Charter.  Arising from the significant 
increase of support of €5m which I secured for the Arts Council as part of Budget 2017, I am 
pleased to say that Arts Council funding in this area for 2017 has in turn increased from €3.1m 
in 2016 to €3.7m this year.  This is a very clear indication that the Arts Council is prioritising 
arts participation by young people and children.

In addition to the Charter, the Creative Ireland Programme, which the Taoiseach and I 
launched on the 8th of December, places a special focus on “Enabling the Creative Potential 
of Every Child”.  Building on the Arts in Education Charter this will involve the development 
of an integrated plan to enable every child in Ireland to access tuition in music, drama, art and 
coding by 2022.  My Department will be working with relevant Departments and other stake-
holders over the coming months to develop this plan.

31/01/2017WRC00800Departmental Expenditure

31/01/2017WRC0090086. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Taoiseach the projected cost of his Department’s 
communication unit for 2017; and if he is planning any change in the role of the communica-
tions unit. [4131/17]

31/01/2017WRC00950The Taoiseach: There are no costs associated with the Communications Unit in my Depart-
ment, as the Unit has not been operational since August 2014.

31/01/2017WRC01000Departmental Staff Data

31/01/2017WRC0110087. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Taoiseach the number of staff under the aegis of his 
Department in the clerical officer, staff officer or equivalent grade. [4942/17]
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31/01/2017WRC01125The Taoiseach: As of 31 January 2017, there were 33.4 (whole time equivalent) staff serv-
ing at clerical officer grade and 3.8 (whole time equivalent) staff serving at staff officer grade 
in my Department.

As of 31 January 2017, there was one clerical officer and no staff officers in the National 
Economic and Social Development Office, which comes under the aegis of my Department.

Commercial Rates Valuation Process

31/01/2017WRC0130088. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
measures her Department proposes in conjunction with the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation under point 76 of the action plan for rural development to conduct a revaluation of 
commercial properties in nine rural counties; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[4113/17]

31/01/2017WRC01400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Action 
Number 76 of the Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development, “Realising Our Rural 
Potential”, published on 23 January 2017, provided a commitment to conduct a revaluation of 
commercial properties in nine rural counties to ensure fairness and equity in the levying of com-
mercial rates on business with a view to rolling out to further counties in 2017.

The Valuation Office is currently undertaking a systematic national programme of revalu-
ing, for rates purposes, all industrial and commercial properties in the State on a rating author-
ity basis.  The purpose of revaluation is to bring more equity, fairness and transparency into 
the local authority rating system and to distribute the commercial rates liability more equitably 
between ratepayers.  The immediate objective of the revaluation programme is to ensure that 
the first revaluation of all rating authority areas in more than 150 years is conducted as soon as 
possible.  Following this revaluation, subsequent revaluations of each rating authority area will 
then be carried out on a cyclical basis no sooner than five years and no later than ten years after 
the first revaluation, in accordance with Section 25 of the Valuation Act 2001.

The Commissioner of Valuation is independent in the performance of his functions and de-
cisions with regard to the selection of rating authority areas for revaluation is his sole preroga-
tive.  Section 19(1) of the 2001 Act empowers the Commissioner, after consultation with the 
Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government and the rating authority 
concerned, to make a Valuation Order specifying a rating authority area over which a revalua-
tion is to be conducted.  I am advised that the revaluation programme which began with South 
Dublin, Fingal and Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council areas has also been rolled out to 
the Dublin City Council area, Waterford City and County Council area and Limerick City and 
County Council area.

The current phase of the National Revaluation Programme known as “REVAL 2017” cov-
ers revaluation of counties Longford, Leitrim, Roscommon, Westmeath, Offaly, Kildare, Sligo, 
Carlow and Kilkenny for the first time since the nineteenth century.  These are the nine coun-
ties referenced in Action No. 76 in the Government Action Plan for Rural Development.  The 
revaluation of these nine rural counties is expected to be completed in September 2017 and 
become effective for rates purposes from 2018 onwards.

31/01/2017WRC01500Garda Reports

31/01/2017WRC0160089. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
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she will publish a Garda internal audit section report (details supplied) in view of the fact that 
the report states that no assurances can be given regarding financial controls at the Garda train-
ing college being compliant with public financial procedures; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [3776/17]

31/01/2017WRC01700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The re-
port to which the Deputy refers is a draft interim Internal Audit Report of the financial proce-
dures in the Garda College prepared by the Internal Audit Section of An Garda Síochána.  My 
Department received a copy of the draft report from An Garda Síochána’s Head of the Internal 
Audit on 16 September 2016.  I understand that the draft report was sent to all interested parties 
for their observations before being finalised.

As I have said previously, I would of course be concerned by any irregularity in audits and 
accounting at the Garda College.  Under the Garda Síochána Act 2005 the Garda Commissioner 
is the Accounting Officer for the Garda Vote and it is, therefore, for her to address the findings 
and recommendations in the report.  While the report remains to be finalised, I understand that 
the Commissioner has accepted in principle its findings and that steps are in train to address 
the recommendations.  In particular, a Steering Committee chaired by the Chief Administrative 
Officer and including a representative of my Department, has been established to oversee the 
implementation of the recommendations.

In the normal course it can be expected that the final report will be furnished to the Comp-
troller and Auditor General by the Commissioner for his information and for any further enqui-
ries he may wish to make.

31/01/2017WRC01800Immigrant Investor Programme Administration

31/01/2017WRC0190090. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
when the recent rule changes to the immigrant investor programme became applicable; when 
the public was made aware of these changes; when her Department ceased taking applications 
under the scheme in 2016; if the public was made aware that such applications would be re-
jected; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3825/17]

31/01/2017WRC02000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have 
been informed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service of my Department that the 
recent changes to the Immigrant Investor Programme (IIP) were published on the INIS website 
on the 20 December 2016.  These changes are applicable to all applications made on and after 
the 2 January 2017, the date from which the next round of applications for the IIP will be ac-
cepted.  INIS has recently published, on its website, the application periods for 2017 in order to 
provide a timeline during which applications to the IIP will be accepted.

Applications for the previous IIP application period closed on Wednesday 14 September 
2016 and all applications received to this date were accepted and dealt with under the previous 
IIP programme criteria.  A small number of applications were received after this date and they 
were returned to the applicants as they were outside of the published time for the receipt of 
applications.  My officials are aware that in the case of a very limited number of cases, arrange-
ments may have advanced to a stage where it might be appropriate to permit them to proceed 
to conclusion under the investment arrangements that applied prior to 2 January 2017.  These 
cases will be brought to the attention of the expert independent inter-Departmental Evaluation 
Committee who will be asked at its next meeting, scheduled for 22 February 2017, to consider 
the position.
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31/01/2017WRC02100Refugee Resettlement Programme

31/01/2017WRC0220091. Deputy John Curran asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if per-
sons coming here under the refugee protection programme have been declared refugees prior 
to landing here or if their claims still have to be heard when they arrive here; if the latter, if the 
process is the same for existing asylum applications or different; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3826/17]

31/01/2017WRC02300Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
People arriving under the Irish Refugee Protection Programme fall into two general catego-
ries.  Those arriving from Lebanon under the refugee resettlement strand of the programme 
are deemed to be “programme refugees” upon arrival as provided for under Section 59 of the 
International Protection Act, 2015.  In other words they already have refugee status prior to ar-
rival in Ireland.

Those arriving under the relocation strand of the Programme, from Greece or Italy, do so via 
a relocation mechanism established by Council Decisions EU/2015/1523 and EU/2015/1601 to 
assist Greece and Italy in their efforts to address the migration crisis on their shores.  They do 
not have refugee status and arrive in Ireland as asylum seekers and go through the asylum appli-
cation process operated by the International Protection Office.  However, in order for an asylum 
seeker to be eligible for relocation an applicant must belong to a nationality for which the pro-
portion of decisions granting international protection among decisions taken at first instance on 
applications for international protection is, according to the latest available updated quarterly 
Union-wide average Eurostat data, 75 % or higher.  Therefore as relocated asylum seekers fall 
into the above category they generally obtain a decision on their application for international 
protection within 8-12 weeks.

31/01/2017WRC02400Refugee Resettlement Programme

31/01/2017WRC0250092. Deputy John Curran asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
amount of funding that has been allocated for 2017 to the refugee protection programme; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [3827/17]

31/01/2017WRC02600Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP) was established by Government Decision on 
10 September 2015 as a direct response to the migration crisis that had developed on the south-
ern shores of the European Union.  Under this decision a programme office was established 
in my Department to oversee the operational aspects of the programme, which aims to bring 
in 4,000 vulnerable migrants to Ireland under two different mechanisms, refugee resettlement 
- operated by the Office for Promotion of Migrant Integration (OPMI) - and asylum seeker 
relocation.

The IRPP deals with all aspects of a migrant’s life from the moment they are selected for 
relocation or resettlement to their transportation to Ireland and eventual settlement in the com-
munities around the state.  Consequently, the cost of the programme is spread across many 
government departments and state agencies and cannot be calculated without significantly im-
pacting on resources in those Departments.

Within my own Department the costs of the programme are spread across several different 
areas including the Irish Refugee Protection Programme Office, the Office for the Promotion 
of Migrant Integration, the International Protection Office and the Reception and Integration 
Agency - many of which cover a wide range of activities beyond those specifically related to the 
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IRPP.  While it would be difficult to produce a detailed breakdown of funding across all Justice 
areas involved in the programme without disproportionately impacting on staff resources, I 
understand that the total funding for those aspects of the Programme being operated within my 
Department is in the region of €20 million.

It is expected that the pace of the programme will continue to increase during 2017.  Ac-
cordingly the amount of funding and resources allocated to the various areas involved in its 
implementation will be kept under regular review.

31/01/2017WRC02700Airport Security

31/01/2017WRC0280093. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality whether 
the statement made by a PSNI detective chief superintendent at a meeting of the Northern Irish 
Assembly justice committee on 19 January 2017 that Border Force is based in Dublin Airport 
already is in reference to Border Force officials being physically stationed in Dublin Airport or 
in reference to information sharing between the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service, 
INIS, and Border Force on persons passing through passport control upon arrival at or departure 
from Dublin Airport, or both; if, in regard to information sharing, he will detail the extent of 
this information sharing; if information is shared in both directions, that is, from Ireland to the 
UK and from the UK to Ireland; the grounds, legislative or otherwise, upon which it is shared; 
and the data privacy protections that must be observed by the British authorities if and when 
passenger information is passed to them by the Irish authorities. [3831/17]

31/01/2017WRC02900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): There are 
no UK Border Force officials based at Dublin Airport.  The Garda National Immigration Bureau 
has a secondment arrangement with UK Border Force whereby a staff member based in their 
Belfast office works in the GNIB Dublin Office for a few days every month on immigration 
matters concerning the protection of the Common Travel Area.

Naturally, there is a close operational relationship with the UK authorities in managing the 
security of the Common Travel Area between Ireland and the UK.  The gathering and sharing 
of relevant information, which is a two-way process, is an important aspect of this coopera-
tion and there are robust and constantly evolving immigration security information-sharing ar-
rangements in place between Ireland and the UK, including watch list sharing and biometric 
data sharing in relation to visa applications as part of the British Irish Visa Scheme, as well as 
ongoing daily cooperation at operational level.  Last year, I introduced regulations which facili-
tate Irish registered carriers in providing Advance Passenger Information to the UK authorities 
(where so requested) on journeys from here to the UK.

The sharing of information is mutually beneficial to both countries in making immigration 
decisions both in the protection of the external perimeter of the CTA and on an intra-CTA basis.  
All data sharing arrangements are subject to the requirements of Irish and EU data protection 
law.

31/01/2017WRC03000Garda Reserve

31/01/2017WRC0310094. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality her 
plans for the Garda Reserve for 2017; when the recruitment drive for 300 new reserves will take 
place; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3837/17]

31/01/2017WRC03200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
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Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resourc-
es, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct 
role in the matter.  Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual re-
view in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use 
is made of these resources.

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance 
to citizens and deter crime.  To make this a reality for all, the Government has in place a plan 
to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 Garda 
members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  In 2017, funding has been provided for 
the recruitment of 800 Garda recruits and up to 500 civilians to support the wide ranging reform 
plan in train in An Garda Síochána.  Appointments will also be made to the Garda Reserve of 
approximately 300.

I have spoken to the Garda Commissioner in relation to the delivery of the commitment 
to double the Reserve to 2,000 and what steps might be taken to ensure that the expanded 
Reserve is used to best effect in support of visible policing.  In this regard I am informed that 
the Garda Reserve Management Office is undertaking an audit of the experience and skills of 
Reserves which, when completed, will assist Garda management in considering the future role 
to be played by the Reserve.  Work is also underway on the development of a recruitment plan 
with the objective of recruiting and training 300 new Reserves annually starting later this year, 
to bring the strength of the Reserve up from its current strength of 695 members to 2,000 by 
2021.  As part of the planning process, I understand that the Office is examining the possibility 
of recruitment at the regional or divisional level, rather than centrally, and also the manner in 
which the training is delivered.

31/01/2017WRC03300Mortgage Arrears Proposals

31/01/2017WRC0340095. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the progress that has been made in implementing the commitment in the programme for a part-
nership Government to establish a dedicated new court to sensitively and expeditiously handle 
mortgage arrears and other personal insolvency cases (details supplied); when she expects the 
court to be operational; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [3848/17]

31/01/2017WRC03500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can 
confirm to the Deputy that the establishment of a dedicated new court to sensitively and expedi-
tiously handle mortgage arrears and other personal insolvency cases continues to be examined 
by my Department.  As the Deputy will also be aware, the allocation of judicial resources and 
the scheduling of court cases is a matter for the Presidents of the courts and the judiciary who 
are, under the Constitution, independent in the exercise of their judicial functions.  The Presi-
dent of the Circuit Court has been very helpful as regards consideration of dedicated new court  
arrangements for repossessions and the option and implications of use of pre-existing legisla-
tive powers to implement a system of specific court sittings for repossessions at specific venues 
on specific dates.  This is being pursued at present between my Department and the Courts with 
a view to possible new arrangements for the Easter law term where appropriate and having 
regard to constitutional constraints.  Furthermore the Government, at its meeting of 6 Decem-
ber 2016, decided to reassign, by appointment, three specialist judges of the Circuit Court as 
ordinary judges of the Circuit Court to fill three existing vacancies and so there are currently no 
vacancies in the Circuit Court.  The Department is actively involved in discussions, including 
with the judiciary and Courts Service, as regards what progress can be made on introducing the 
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proposed dedicated arrangements for mortgage arrears cases which I hope to bring to Govern-
ment for consideration in the near future.

A key element of the commitments in the Programme for Government is, as the Deputy will 
also be aware, putting in place a national mortgage arrears resolution service and priority was 
given last year to getting the new national Mortgage Arrears Resolution Service (Abhaile) up 
and running and this was formally launched last October. The service, which forms part of the 
Programme for Partnership Government commitments on mortgage arrears, ensures that people 
who are at risk of losing their home have access to free independent financial and legal advice 
and assistance.  The objective is to help these homeowners to identify and put in place solutions 
to their mortgage arrears, with priority to helping them remain in their home wherever possible.

The Abhaile service is available through the Money Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS) 
helpline and MABS offices across the country.  Homeowners who are at risk of losing their 
homes due to mortgage arrears, including those facing repossession proceedings, can contact 
MABS which will provide support and advice.  Support available includes in-house dedicated 
Mortgage Arrears advisers in MABS offices across the country, specifically to assist and ne-
gotiate with financial institutions on the borrower’s behalf.  MABS can also provide access to 
free independent financial advice and assistance on personal insolvency and bankruptcy from 
a personal insolvency practitioner (PIP), and to free independent legal advice from a solicitor, 
under a ‘voucher’ system.  The advice and assistance is provided by a PIP or solicitor from 
expert panels, established under the Scheme respectively by the Insolvency Service of Ireland 
and by the Legal Aid Board.  The service also includes free support and assistance at Circuit 
Court repossession court lists country-wide, with MABS court mentors in attendance to provide 
help and advice to borrowers attending, and a ‘duty solicitor’, from a Legal Aid Board panel, to 
provide legal assistance in court to unrepresented borrowers in repossession proceedings.  The 
scheme also offers legal aid to borrowers seeking the new Personal Insolvency court review 
under the Personal Insolvency (Amendment) Act 2015.  Over 4,100 vouchers have been issued 
under the Scheme up to 27th January 2017.

A further key element related to the power of a court to impose mortgage arrears solutions 
for those in arrears and it is critical to note that use of the key statutory provision allowing for 
imposition of debt solutions involving a mortgage, where the solution has been rejected by 
the creditors, is increasing due to the availability of the Abhaile service since last October.  I 
am referring to the “section 115A” procedure put in place under the 2015 Personal Insolvency 
legislation which allows the Circuit Court, in defined circumstances, to impose a personal in-
solvency arrangement (PIA), on application from the debtor, where the proposed arrangement 
has been rejected by the creditors.

I would also like to point out to the Deputy that early indications, while based on small 
initial samples, suggest that the new Abhaile service is reaching those most at risk of losing 
their homes, and particularly the cohort of those who are in mortgage arrears equivalent to 720 
days or more.  They also suggest that access to free, independent expert help, and to statutory 
protection against creditor pressure for those who are engaging, is a significant relief for those 
at risk, and that independent advice is identifying solutions which offer better outcomes for the 
homeowner, often enabling them to remain in their homes.  Representative outcome data for 
the Abhaile Service is not yet available, but this information is being tracked and collected, and 
full analysis will be available at a later date.

My Department, together with the Department of Social Protection, leads both operational 
oversight and governance steering groups for the new Abhaile service and its effectiveness and 
impacts are being closely monitored as part of these processes, whilst my Department also con-
tinues to pursue the remaining aspects of the Programme for Government commitment with a 
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view to further implementation measures in the next three months.

Protected Disclosures

31/01/2017WRC0370096. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
date on which she received the report from a person (details supplied) into allegations of Garda 
attempts to discredit a whistleblower; and when she will publish the report. [3851/17]

31/01/2017WRC03800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Dep-
uty is referring to a report which I have received from Mr. Justice Iarfhlaith O’Neill of his 
review relating to two protected disclosures which I received from members of An Garda Sío-
chána in early October last year.  I received Mr. Justice O’Neill’s Report on 7th December 2016.

Mr Justice O’Neill was asked to review the allegations of wrongdoing contained in the dis-
closures, to make any inquiries with persons or bodies that he considered appropriate in relation 
to the review and to report to me on the conclusion of the review, including any recommenda-
tions which he may consider necessary in relation to any further action which may be appropri-
ate and warranted to address the allegations.

The Report set out in detail the allegations contained in the protected disclosures.  In view 
of the nature of those allegations, and the fact that third parties are mentioned, the Report was 
referred to the Attorney General for her advice on how to proceed, including the question of 
what material might properly be put in the public domain, having regard to the rights of all con-
cerned.  Advices were received from the Attorney General’s Office which raised further issues 
and which necessitated further consultation between my Department and that Office.

I expect that I will be in a position to bring proposals to Government on this matter in the 
very near future.  These proposals will obviously be guided by the conclusions and recom-
mendations of Mr. Justice Iarfhlaith O’Neill as regards what further action might be necessary, 
and will deal with the issue of putting those conclusions and recommendations into the public 
domain.

31/01/2017WRD00150Garda Deployment

31/01/2017WRD0020097. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the measures her Department is taking to ensure that gardaí have the necessary resources to 
combat and deal with rural crime in view of the increased number of robberies taking place in 
the Connemara region; the steps that have been taken to deal with this issue; the plans in place 
in this regard; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3859/17]

31/01/2017WRD00300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter. Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made 
of these resources. I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that in regard to the deployment 
of Garda personnel, a distribution model is used which takes into account all relevant factors 
including population, crime trends and the policing needs of each individual Garda Division. 
It is the responsibility of the Divisional Officer to allocate personnel within his/her Division.

I am very much aware of the damage done to rural communities by organised gangs en-
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gaged in burglary and other property crime. This Government is committed to ensuring a strong 
and visible police presence throughout the country in order to maintain and strengthen com-
munity engagement, provide reassurance to citizens and deter crime. In this regard the Deputy 
will be aware that Operation Thor has been put in place to tackle burglary and related crimes, 
in both rural and urban areas.  It is encouraging to note that since the launch of the operation 
in November 2015, the burglary figures have shown a significant downward trend. Indeed, the 
most recent CSO official recorded crime statistics for Q3 of 2016 show a decrease of 31% in 
burglary for the twelve months ending 30 September 2016 compared to the previous twelve 
month period. This reflects the success of the concerted Garda drive against crime being imple-
mented under Operation Thor. 

 It is important we build on this success by ensuring that Garda numbers continue to in-
crease.  The moratorium on recruitment introduced in 2010 resulted in a significant reduction 
in the strength of An Garda Síochána.  We are now rebuilding the organisation and providing 
the Commissioner with the resources she needs to allow her to deploy increasing numbers of 
Gardaí across every Garda Division, in the coming years.  The Government has put in place a 
plan to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021, comprising 15,000 
Garda members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians. In 2017, funding has been pro-
vided for the recruitment of 800 Garda recruits and up to 500 civilians to support the wide 
ranging programme of reform which is being implemented in An Garda Síochána. In addition, 
approximately 300 appointments will be made to the Garda Reserve.

Since the reopening of the Garda College, 679 recruits have attested as members of An 
Garda Síochána and have been assigned to mainstream duties nationwide.  I am informed by 
the Garda Commissioner that another 900 trainee Garda are scheduled to attest in 2017 which 
will bring Garda numbers to around the 13,500 mark by year end.

This investment in personnel is complemented by substantial investment in resources across 
the board for An Garda Síochána. The Deputy will be aware of the significant resources that 
have been made available to An Garda Síochána under the Government’s Capital Plan 2016 - 
2021.  In particular, some €205 million in additional funding for Garda ICT and €46 million 
for new Garda vehicles has been allocated over the lifetime of the plan. This investment will 
facilitate the provision of more effective policing services and I have no doubt that these new 
resources now coming on stream will benefit all areas of Garda activity including addressing 
crime in rural communities such as Connemara. 

In addition, An Garda Síochána works in partnership with a wide range of community based 
groups, including Community Alert and Neighbourhood Watch groups, to support enhanced 
community safety and with particular regard to the needs of those living in rural areas.

31/01/2017WRD00350Social Enterprise Sector

31/01/2017WRD0040098. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality her plans 
in relation to the development of social enterprises across the criminal justice system in view 
of the established success of such enterprises throughout Europe in securing employment for 
ex-prisoners and reducing recidivism. [3871/17]

31/01/2017WRD00500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to 
inform the Deputy that my Department has put in place arrangements to progress the develop-
ment of social enterprises in the criminal justice sector, recognising the potential value of social 
enterprises to add value to prison-based and probation activities and to provide an additional 
form of training, work integration and rehabilitation for ex-offenders.
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The concept of social enterprise is to explore possible pathways towards increased employ-
ment opportunities for ex-offenders, A workshop hosted by the Probation Service on 5 February 
2016, identified the potential to create employment opportunities for ex-offenders through the 
creation of social enterprises. It also considered what structure was needed to be put in place to 
exploit such opportunities. 

It was agreed at the workshop that a draft Terms of Reference would be prepared for the de-
velopment and implementation of a strategy to increase employment for ex-offenders through 
social enterprises and other initiatives and in addition, a Steering Group would be established 
to oversee the work needed to develop and implement the strategy. 

The Steering Group, which is comprised of 6 members at present - three from the Depart-
ment of Justice and Equality and three from the Social Enterprise and business sector - has been 
established and has met quarterly, with secretarial support provided by the Care and Rehabilita-
tion Directorate of the Irish Prison Service.  Their primary goal is to develop a strategy (and a 
plan to implement the strategy) to increase employment opportunities for ex-offenders through 
social enterprise and other related initiatives.

A Project Manager, based at the Probation Service head office, has been appointed to drive 
the work, reporting to the Steering Group on the implementation of the agreed actions includ-
ing: 

- Assess the current activities and outputs of prisons and identify products and services that 
could have sustained market potential

- Identify and secure seed funding and the ongoing financial supports needed to sustain any 
identified social enterprise activities

- Explore the inclusion of social clauses in appropriate public contracts awarded by the 
Criminal Justice Sector requiring private companies to provide employment to a number of 
ex-offenders 

- Promote the employment of ex-offenders by community-based organisations part-funded 
by the Criminal Justice Sector

- Further develop employment placement services for ex-offenders with employers

- To pilot the establishment of a farm shop at Loughan House and to consider establishing a 
Dublin outlet shop in a suitable location

- To pilot a Prison Entrepreneurship Programme in an Irish prison.

I officially opened a social enterprise initiative at Loughan House Open Centre, County Ca-
van in July 2016, the Loughan House farm shop. This shop is operated by a group of prisoners 
currently based there under the guidance and oversight of prison management.  I am informed 
by the Irish Prison Service that this pilot initiative has been very successful to date with the ac-
tive engagement by those in custody there and support from the general public.

Commencement of Legislation

31/01/2017WRD0060099. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
timeframe for the commencement of Parts of an Act (details supplied); and if her attention has 
been drawn to the hardship and complicated process being experienced by persons affected by 
this Act. [3940/17]
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31/01/2017WRD00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) 
Act 2015, which provides a modern statutory framework to support decision-making by adults 
with capacity difficulties, is the responsibility of the Department of Justice and Equality and 
commencement of that Act is largely a matter for that Department.

The commencement of Part 8 of the Act, which provides a legislative framework for ad-
vance healthcare directives (AHD), is a matter for my Department. An AHD is a statement 
made by a person with capacity setting out his or her will and preferences regarding treatment 
decisions that may arise in the future when he or she no longer has capacity. 

Under section 91 of the Act, the Minister for Health is responsible for the establishment of 
a multidisciplinary working group to assist in the development and preparation of the Code of 
Practice for the AHD provisions. The role of the working group will be to prepare a detailed 
series of recommendations for the Director of the Decision Support Service, in relation to the 
interpretation and operation of the AHD provisions contained in the Act. The Director will pre-
pare and publish a Code of Practice based on those recommendations.

Section 91(2) of the Act was commenced on 17 October 2016 and the multidisciplinary 
working group was subsequently established. Upon the completion of its work, the working 
group will submit its recommendations to the Director of the Decision Support Service. The 
Director shall publish a Code of Practice, with the consent of the Minister for Health. The 
preparation of this Code of Practice will facilitate the subsequent commencement of Part 8 of 
the Act, pertaining to AHDs, in its entirety. Part 8 of the Act will be commenced at this point.

In relation to the post of Director of the Decision Support Service, I can confirm that ap-
proval has been received from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform for the re-
cruitment and appointment of a Director,  and discussions are ongoing. When these discussions 
are completed it is expected that the Commission will move quickly to publicly advertise the 
post.

31/01/2017WRD00750Immigration Data

31/01/2017WRD00800100. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of persons of Syrian, Eritrean, Afghan and Iraqi origin who were refused leave to land 
at points of entry here in 2016; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3946/17]

31/01/2017WRD00900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can 
inform the Deputy that in the period concerned the number of persons refused leave to land 
at approved ports of entry to the State from the nationalities referred to by the Deputy was as 
follows: Afghan 178, Eritrean 7, Iraqi 26 and Syrian 37.  In respect of the nationalities referred 
to by the Deputy, a total of 57 sought asylum and were admitted to the State to make a protec-
tion application. Information on numbers refused permission to enter the State may be subject 
to revision over time where individual cases are examined further and the status of some cases 
may change.

In general a person may be refused leave to land on one, or more, of the grounds set out in 
Section 4(3) of the Immigration Act 2004 (as amended).

Every person refused leave to land in the State is served with a notice in which the reason, 
or reasons, for refusing an application for permission to enter the State is set out.

I would advise the Deputy that persons refused leave to land and who are subsequently re-
moved from the State are returned to their point of embarkation, which in most cases is within 
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the EU.  I would point out in relation to the countries concerned that no commercial direct 
flights to Ireland are available from these countries.

31/01/2017WRD00950Legislative Programme

31/01/2017WRD01000101. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the position regarding the passage of legislation on sex trafficking; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [3947/17]

31/01/2017WRD01100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): There are 
already a number of offences under Irish law which address the trafficking of persons for the 
purpose of exploitation (including sexual exploitation) and which can attract significant penal-
ties.  Under the Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Act 2008, any person found guilty of traf-
ficking for the purposes of sexual exploitation shall be liable to imprisonment for a period up to 
life.  It is also an offence for a person to solicit or importune a trafficked person for the purposes 
of prostitution with a potential penalty of imprisonment for up to 5 years.

In September 2015, I published the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Bill 2015, as approved 
by Government.  The Bill provides for two new offences of purchasing sexual services, in the 
context of prostitution.  The purpose of these offences is to target the demand for prostitution.  
The first is a general offence of paying to engage in sexual activity with a prostitute which car-
ries a penalty of a fine of up to €500 for a first offence and fines of up to €1000 for a second or 
subsequent offence.  The second is the more serious offence of paying for sexual activity with a 
trafficked person, in the context of prostitution, and carries a potential penalty of up to 5 years 
imprisonment and/or a fine.  In both cases, the person selling the sexual service will not commit 
an offence. 

These proposals have been developed following extensive consultation, initiated by my De-
partment, dating back to 2012.  The new offences also implement the recommendation of the 
Joint Oireachtas Committee on Justice, Equality and Defence which called for the introduction 
of an offence criminalising the purchase of sexual services.  Both the Council of Europe and the 
European Parliament have recognised the effectiveness of the criminalisation of the purchase 
of sexual services as a tool in the fight against human trafficking.   

The Bill has completed all stages in Seanad Éireann and is scheduled for Report Stage in 
Dáil Éireann on 1 February 2017.           

31/01/2017WRD01150Courts Service

31/01/2017WRD01200102. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality her plans 
to abolish champerty, which appears to continue in the Irish legal system, although it has been 
outlawed in most other jurisdictions. [3969/17]

31/01/2017WRD01300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will know, maintenance is the giving of financial assistance or encouragement to a party 
to litigation by a person who has neither an interest in the litigation nor any motive recognised 
by the law as justifying interference and champerty is an aggravated form of maintenance as 
it involves the support of litigation by a non-party in return for a share of the proceeds.  The 
Statute Law Revision Act 2007 specifically retained in existence, in Irish Law, the torts and of-
fences of maintenance and champerty. 
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Under current law, actions comprising maintenance and/or champerty in Ireland are con-
sidered to be contrary to public policy in that inter alia they may assist in the development of 
a market in legal claims thereby promoting litigation for the benefit of the promoter rather than 
the litigant and are considered to have the potential to create a substantial injustice to a defen-
dant in an action. Maintenance and champerty are not permitted as a matter of Irish law regard-
less of the extent of the control exercised over the conduct of the litigation by the funder.  As I 
understand aspects of these matters to be sub judice, I will refrain from any further comment. 

At the same time, I am aware that some change has been taking place under the law in 
other jurisdictions and that this has generated public debate. For example, the torts and crimes 
of maintenance and champerty were abolished in England and Wales under the Criminal Law 
Act of 1967 and I am also aware that a number of States in Australia have since followed suit. 
In contrast, however, I note that New Zealand has favoured the retention of maintenance and 
champerty, a position which would be more aligned with current public policy in this jurisdic-
tion. 

Clearly, any change to public policy in relation to maintenance and champerty would re-
quire detailed and balanced consideration. I am, therefore, pleased to note the publication by 
the Law Reform Commission last June of its Issues Paper on “Contempt of Court and Other 
Offences and Torts Involving the Administration of Justice”. Under Issue 6 of that paper, the 
Commission has opened up the retention of the crimes and torts of maintenance and champerty 
to public consultation along with the related question of whether third-party funding of litiga-
tion should be permitted. As with any developments before the courts, any report and recom-
mendations made by the Law Reform Commission in relation to maintenance and champerty 
will be fully considered by my Department and by the Government in due course.

31/01/2017WRD01350Direct Provision Data

31/01/2017WRD01400103. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of children that have been born to those under the direct provision system since its 
introduction in 2000; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4005/17]

31/01/2017WRD01500Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The information requested by the Deputy is not readily available as it is not collated by either 
this Department or the Registrar General of Births Deaths and Marriages.

31/01/2017WRD01550Residency Permits

31/01/2017WRD01600104. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 60 of 19 January 2017, the detail of the stamp currently 
held by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [4024/17]

31/01/2017WRD01700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As ad-
vised in my reply to the Deputy’s recent PQ on this matter, the person concerned currently holds 
residency and should be aware of his or her position. If it is the case that he or she is unsure as 
to the precise nature of this status, he or she should contact the Burgh Quay Registration Office 
of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department to confirm. 

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual cases may be 
made directly to the INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
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on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy should consider using the e-mail service except in cases where 
the response from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited

31/01/2017WRD01750Asylum Support Services

31/01/2017WRD01800105. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of persons that made their application for protection three, four and more than five years 
ago and are currently in the protection process, at the leave to remain stage, or at the deportation 
stage in view of the commencement of the International Protection Act 2015. [4033/17]

31/01/2017WRD01900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Inter-
national Protection Act 2015 was commenced on December 31st last. This involved significant 
new processes being developed, engagement with stake-holders and the setting up of a new 
International Protection Office. A new International Protection Appeals Tribunal has also been 
established. This has involved a period of considerable change for these institutions, their staff 
and for applicants in the the old process who may now be dealt with under the new procedures. 
The single applications procedure brings Ireland in line with the practice of all other EU Mem-
ber States.

As part of the implementation process, new information technology systems have been put 
in place and data migrated from older systems. This data is currently being checked taking into 
account the transition arrangements specified in the new legislation.  Accordingly, the figures 
requested by the Deputy are not immediately to hand.  The new International Protection Of-
fice is making direct contact with every applicant on record, to inform them of the changes that 
may impact on their applications and to confirm the status of their application.  Once the new 
systems beds in, I will provide the Deputy with the figures requested.

31/01/2017WRD01950Schengen Agreement

31/01/2017WRD02000106. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the timeframe for Ireland’s access to the Schengen information system; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [4053/17]

31/01/2017WRD02100107. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity if her Department has reassessed protocols regarding the exchange of information of the 
Schengen information system between the UK and Ireland post Brexit; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [4054/17]

31/01/2017WRD02200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 106 and 107 together.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that in December 2016, An Garda Síochána entered a 
contract with a preferred tenderer for the development of a custom-built ICT package to link 
Ireland to the second generation Schengen Information System (SIS II). The development work 
up to acceptance testing and associated user training is expected to be completed during 2018. 
This will be followed by EU evaluations, which must be successfully completed and are ex-
pected to take a number of months.     

As Ireland has not yet joined SIS, there is no SIS-based information exchange with the UK, 
although there are well-established channels for information exchange, including in particular 
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with the Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI).  In advance of the commencement of the 
Brexit negotiations, it is too early to speculate on the architecture of crime and security coopera-
tion between the UK and EU post-Brexit.

31/01/2017WRD02250Deportation Orders Re-examination

31/01/2017WRD02300108. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the extent to which appeals in the cases of decisions to deport and subsequent appeals have 
been successful in each of the past three years to date; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [4055/17]

31/01/2017WRD02400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish 
to inform the Deputy that like all countries Ireland is required to manage immigration into the 
State and, where appropriate, to deport people who do not have a right to be here.  A decision 
to deport a person is never taken lightly.  Only persons who are illegally present in the State fall 
within the scope to be considered for deportation.

It should be noted that a Deportation Order requires a person to remove themselves from the 
State and it is only where they fail to do so that the State is forced to remove them and enforce 
the rule of law.  The process leading to deportation is extensive with many avenues of appeal, 
including judicial review in the High Court, open to persons subject to Deportation Orders.

One of the aforementioned avenues of appeal is to apply to me for revocation of the De-
portation Order pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 (11) of the Immigration Act 1999, as 
amended.  However, this option is only applicable if there has been a change in the circumstanc-
es of the person concerned, or new information has come to light which has a direct bearing 
on the particular case.  It should be borne in mind that such an application requires substantial 
grounds to be successful.

Statistics are not maintained in relation to the number of successful appeals pursuant to the 
provisions of Section 3 (11) of the Immigration Act 1999, as amended. 

31/01/2017WRD02450Deportation Orders Data

31/01/2017WRD02500109. Deputy John Curran asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of deportation orders that existed at the start of 2016 and 2017 respectively; the number 
of persons that were deported during 2016; the amount it cost to deport them; the top country 
of origin for deportations [4065/17]

31/01/2017WRD02600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish 
to inform the Deputy that like all countries Ireland is required to manage immigration into the 
State and, where appropriate, to deport people who do not have a right to be here.  A decision 
to deport a person is never taken lightly.  Only persons who are illegally present in the State fall 
within the scope to be considered for deportation.

It should be noted that a Deportation Order requires a person to remove themselves from the 
State and it is only where they fail to do so that the State is forced to remove them and enforce 
the rule of law.  The process leading to deportation is extensive with many avenues of appeal, 
including judicial review in the High Court, open to persons subject to Deportation Orders.

There were 1195 Deportation Orders signed in 2016 and 61 have been signed so far in 
2017.  428 persons were deported in 2016 and the flight costs for those deportations was EUR 
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698,814.28.  

The top 5 countries for deportation by nationality in 2016 were:

(1) Nigeria

(2) China (incl. Hong Kong)

(3) Ghana

(4) Brazil

(5) Albania and South Africa

31/01/2017WRD02650Valuation Office

31/01/2017WRD02700110. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality when 
the Valuations Office will publish the results or a summary of its countywide valuations that it 
has undertaken in counties Kildare, Leitrim, Longford, Offaly, Roscommon, Sligo and West-
meath; and if her attention has been drawn to reported instances in which businesses in these 
counties have received valuations that would have the effect of substantially increasing their 
commercial rates bill. [4233/17]

31/01/2017WRD02800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can 
inform the Deputy that the Commissioner of Valuation is independent in the exercise of his 
functions under the Valuation Acts 2001-2015 and the making of valuations for rating purposes 
is his sole responsibility. I, as Minister for Justice and Equality, have no function in decisions 
in this regard. Having a modern valuation base, which takes account of contemporary rents 
and current market circumstances, is very important for the levying of business rates on a fair 
and equitable basis. This has been the policy of successive Governments for many years and 
is the express purpose of the National Revaluation Programme being rolled out by the Valua-
tion Office. The current phase of this programme is known as “REVAL 2017” and covers the 
revaluation of all rateable properties in Counties Longford, Leitrim, Roscommon, Westmeath, 
Offaly, Kildare, Sligo, Carlow and Kilkenny, where a revaluation is being undertaken for the 
first time since the nineteenth century. It also includes the second revaluation of South Dublin 
Country Council. The revaluation in these counties will be completed in September 2017 and 
will become effective for rating purposes from 2018 onwards. 

While the current phase of revaluation is a work in progress, the first significant milestone 
was reached this month with the issue of certificates of proposed valuation on 12 January 2017 
to all ratepayers in counties Longford, Roscommon and Westmeath. Similarly, certificates of 
proposed valuation issued to all ratepayers in County Leitrim on 19 January 2017. As regards 
the revaluation in the five remaining counties - Kildare, Offaly, Sligo, Carlow and Kilkenny - of 
the current phase, I am advised that work has reached an advanced stage and proposed valua-
tion certificates will issue to ratepayers in those counties during March 2017. In the case of the 
second revaluation of South Dublin, which is running in parallel to the revaluation in the nine 
rural counties, proposed valuation certificates are expected to issue in April 2017.

I understand that, as part of its regular engagement with ratepayers during a revaluation, the 
Valuation Office has put arrangements in place to assist ratepayers who may have a concern 
in relation to the valuation that has been placed on their property. This includes a telephone 
helpline and detailed information is also available on the Valuation Office’s website, www.
valoff.ie. Arrangements have also been put in place to run an advertising campaign in the local 
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press and on local radio to inform ratepayers of walk-in clinics that have been arranged in the 
County Council offices in counties Leitrim, Longford, Roscommon and Westmeath. Similar 
information campaigns will be undertaken when the certificate of proposed valuation is being 
issued to ratepayers in the other counties included in this phase of the revaluation programme. 

I am advised by the Valuation Office that in some instances the valuation of certain proper-
ties would have increased to some degree, this would be due to the individual circumstances of 
the properties concerned. The experience of the most recent revaluations conducted to date in 
other local authority areas by the Valuation Office has indicated that about 60% of ratepayers 
had the valuation of their property reduced and about 40% had an increase, a pattern which is 
expected to be replicated when the final certificates of valuation, under the current phase of the 
programme, are issued in September 2017. 

There is an extensive system of redress available to those ratepayers who are dissatisfied 
with the proposed valuations or with any particular on the certificate relating to their property. 
In this regard, a dissatisfied person can make representations to the Valuation Office within 40 
days of the date of issue of the certificate. The Valuation Office will consider the representations 
and may or may not change the proposed valuation depending on the circumstances of each 
individual property.

A certificate of final valuation will issue to each ratepayer in September 2017 and the valu-
ation shown on the certificate will be used as the basis for the assessment of rates by the local 
authority with effect from 1 January 2018. It is important to note that if a ratepayer is still dissat-
isfied with the valuation on the final certificate, they have a right to lodge a formal appeal with 
the Valuation Tribunal, which is an independent statutory tribunal established for the purpose 
of hearing appeals against decisions of the Commissioner of Valuation.

31/01/2017WRD02850Garda Deployment

31/01/2017WRD02900111. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
necessary criteria in order to be considered eligible for a transfer within An Garda Síochána 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4350/17]

31/01/2017WRD03000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Under the 
Garda Síochána Act 2005 it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution 
of all resources, including personnel, and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the matter. 

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that it is Garda policy that all transfer applica-
tions are kept under review.  I understand that transfers of Garda personnel are determined by 
a number of factors including population, crime trends and as the policing needs of each indi-
vidual Division dictate. This ensures that the optimum use is made of Garda resources and that 
the best possible Garda service is provided to the general public. 

31/01/2017WRD03050Private Security Industry Regulation

31/01/2017WRD03100112. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality when 
the Private Security Appeals Board will be established; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [4356/17]

31/01/2017WRD03200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, all appointments to the Private Security Appeals Board are made by 
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the Government in accordance with the provisions of Schedule 2 to the Private Security Ser-
vices Act 2004.  The necessary arrangements to put in place a new Board are currently being 
finalised.  Expressions of interest were invited from suitably qualified candidates for appoint-
ment to the Private Security Appeals Board via the stateboards.ie webpage, in accordance with 
the Guidelines on Appointments to State Boards.  The process for the selection of candidates 
is now being finalised and I intend to bring nominations for appointment to the Board to the 
Government in the near future. 

31/01/2017WRD03250Communications Surveillance

31/01/2017WRD03300113. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
proposed changes to the legislation in respect of electronic communications with reference to 
the interception of postal packets and telecommunications messages (regulation) (amendment) 
Bill. [4376/17]

31/01/2017WRD03400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): In June 
2016, the Government approved proposals to draft a number of amendments to the Interception 
of Postal Packets and Telecommunications (Regulation) Act 1993 and other associated legisla-
tion.  The proposed amendments are currently being drafted by the Office of the Parliamentary 
Counsel. 

The primary purpose of the proposed changes is to expand the scope of lawful interception 
to include more modern forms of communication.  In the years since enactment of the Intercep-
tion of Postal Packets and Telecommunications Messages (Regulation) Act 1993, the nature of 
electronic communications has changed significantly.  The proposed amendments will provide 
a clear, legislative basis for the interception of internet-based forms of communication under 
the same conditions and safeguards as currently apply.  The legislation will remain targeted 
and proportionate and will ensure that lawful interception remains a valuable tool in the fight 
against organised crime and terrorism.  In addition to domestic requirements, the current state 
of the law in this area impacts on the ability to fully meet international obligations under Part 3 
of the Criminal Justice (Mutual Assistance) Act 2008 and the legislative amendments proposed 
will remedy this.

The proposals also provide for consequential amendments that arise to the Postal and Tele-
communications Services Act 1983.  It is also proposed to bring forward amendments to the 
Criminal Justice (Surveillance) Act 2009 in order to enhance the technical ability of the relevant 
authorities to identify communications devices in use by individuals suspected of involvement 
in serious crime and terrorism.  

Officials in my Department has been in consultation with industry professionals and civil 
society organisations to ensure that we develop legislation that is not only robust and effective, 
but also proportionate in terms of its scope, and which is mindful of the legitimate concerns of 
those affected by it.

31/01/2017WRE00150Garda Vetting Legislation

31/01/2017WRE00200114. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if persons 
that occasionally visit nursing homes for the purposes of performing music for the entertain-
ment of residents of such homes are required, under the National Vetting Bureau (Children and 
Vulnerable Persons) Acts 2012 to 2016, or any associated regulations, to undergo Garda vetting 
before each performance. [4435/17]
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31/01/2017WRE00300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The re-
sponsibilities with respect to vetting under the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vul-
nerable Persons) Acts 2012 to 2016 of a “relevant organisation” responsible for vulnerable 
persons, for example a nursing home, lie solely with persons acting on behalf of and under the 
management and control of the relevant organisation.  Persons who occasionally visit nursing 
homes for the purposes of performing music for the entertainment of residents may be doing 
so under the management of the nursing home and in such cases would require vetting.  How-
ever, the Act provides that the obligations for vetting shall be regarded as satisfied where the 
relevant organisation concerned received a vetting disclosure in respect of the person for the 
initial engagement and there would not be a requirement to undergo Garda vetting before each 
performance.  If the visiting performer is acting on behalf of another relevant organisation that 
other organisation would be responsible for seeking a vetting disclosure.

31/01/2017WRE00350Psychological Services

31/01/2017WRE00400115. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 98 of 24 January 2017, if she will clarify, by way of regulation, that 
accrediting bodies for psychologists and psychotherapists are empowered under section 40(7) 
of the Civil Liability and Courts Act 2004 to investigate complaints regarding the conduct of 
those professionals under their aegis, at least until such time as these two professions are regu-
lated by CORU.  [4456/17]

31/01/2017WRE00500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Section 
40 of the Civil Liability and Courts Act 2004 clarifies the position with regard to the in camera 
rule in family law proceedings and the carrying out of hearings, inquiries, investigations and ad-
judications by bodies or persons who are doing so in accordance with their statutory functions 
or who are prescribed by orders under sections 40(6)(b) and 40(7)(b) of the Act.  

Section 40(6) allows documents prepared for or given in evidence in family law proceed-
ings to be produced to bodies or persons carrying out statutory functions, or who are prescribed 
by Ministerial order, when they are performing functions involving hearings, inquiries, inves-
tigations or adjudications.  Section 40(7) allows information or evidence given in family law 
proceedings to be given to bodies or persons carrying out statutory functions, or who are pre-
scribed by Ministerial order, when they are performing functions involving hearings, inquiries, 
investigations or adjudications.

The purpose of orders under sections 40(6)(b) and 40(7)(b) of the 2004 Act is to ensure 
that the in camera   rule in family law proceedings does not impede hearings, investigations, 
inquiries and adjudications carried out by the bodies or persons prescribed in the orders, in rela-
tion to prescribed matters.  Any such order, by itself, cannot establish a regulatory system for a 
profession or confer powers on a body or person to investigate complaints against members of 
a profession. 

To date, two orders have been made under sections 40(6)(b) and 40(7)(b) of the 2004 Act in 
respect of regulated professions.  The Civil Liability and Courts Act 2004 (Bodies Prescribed 
under Section 40) Order 2005 (S.I. No. 170 of 2005) prescribed the Barristers’ Professional 
Conduct Tribunal of the Bar Council, the Benchers of the Honorable Society of King’s Inns, the 
Professional Conduct Appeals Board of the Bar Council, the Professional Practices Committee 
of the Bar Council and the Professional Practices Committee of the Council of King’s Inns for 
the purposes of sections 40(6)(b) and 40(7)(b) of the 2004 Act.  The Civil Liability and Courts 
Act 2004 (Matters Prescribed under section 40) Order 2005 (S.I. No. 339 of 2005) prescribed a 
complaint of misconduct against a barrister and an appeal against such a complaint as matters 
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to which sections 40(6)(b) and 40(7)(b) of the 2004 Act apply. These arrangements as regards 
the barristers profession will, of course, change as the relevant provisions of the Legal Services 
Regulation Act 2015, involving the new Legal Services Regulatory Authority and the new Le-
gal Practitioners Disciplinary Tribunal, are commenced later this year.

As indicated in response to Parliamentary Question number 98 of 24 January 2017, the 
making of statutory provision for the investigation of complaints into the professional conduct 
of psychologists and psychotherapists is a policy matter for the Department of Health.  While 
I have no plans at present to make orders under sections 40(6)(b) and 40(7)(b) of the 2004 Act 
in relation to non-statutory accrediting bodies for psychologists or psychotherapists, I will give 
careful consideration to any request in that regard that may be made by the Minister for Health.

31/01/2017WRE00550Visa Applications

31/01/2017WRE00600116. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
she will address queries raised by a person (details supplied) on acquiring a visa; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [4469/17]

31/01/2017WRE00700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
visa application referred to was refused on 10 February, 2016.  While it was open to the ap-
plicant to appeal that decision within two months of that date, I understand no such appeal was 
made.  I am advised that the person concerned can make a fresh application and should ensure 
to include all information and supporting documentation which they wish to have taken into 
consideration.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the 
Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service 
enables up to date information to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of 
the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except 
in cases where the response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited  .  

In addition, members of the public may themselves e-mail queries directly to INIS (visa-
mail@justice.ie).   

International Students

31/01/2017WRE00800117. Deputy John Lahart asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if her 
attention has been drawn to recent reports that international students here are to face rises in the 
cost of their health insurance due to the policies being deemed to be a breach of the law; if these 
reports are accurate; if so, her views on whether this is damaging to Ireland’s reputation as an 
international destination for students and that competitors in the international educational space 
will try to take advantage of this major slip, which is not the fault of the Irish institutions; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [4473/17]

31/01/2017WRE00900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My De-
partment requires all non-EEA students intent on undertaking full-time studies in the State to 
have private medical insurance.   It is also worth pointing out that non-EEA students are not the 
only category of migrant subject to such a requirement.  This is a relatively widespread condi-
tion imposed by immigration authorities in many jurisdictions on persons seeking to reside in 
their jurisdiction for extended periods.
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This requirement has a dual purpose.  Firstly, it is a very reasonable condition imposed by 
many sovereign governments in order to protect the public interest and public resources.  Sec-
ondly, it is important to safeguard the welfare of non-EEA students who should have access to 
any necessary medical services while in the State and, of course, emergency medical repatria-
tion to their home country in the event of a catastrophic injury or illness.

The requirement to have private medical insurance is a long standing one and already in 
place before January 2011 when new student immigration rules were introduced, and these 
rules further confirmed and clarified that requirement for non-EEA students.  Clear guidance 
on this is available on the INIS website (www.inis.ie/en/INIS/Pages/Frequently%20Asked%20
Questions%20-%20Students) of the immigration service.  While, what is commonly referred 
to as ‘travel insurance’ might suffice for newly arrived students, subject to certain key require-
ments, it was always intended that those wishing to stay on student permission for more than 
one year would require private medical insurance for their second and subsequent years (as 
stipulated in the guidelines).

I am aware of recent media reports relating to recent actions by the Health Insurance Author-
ity (HIA).  Officials of my Department are due to meet with the HIA shortly to better understand 
these changes.  The HIA is, however, an independent statutory regulator of the private health 
insurance market in Ireland and, as such, is entirely free to impose any regulatory requirements 
it sees fit.  In the circumstances it would not be appropriate for me to comment any further on 
this matter, only to re-iterate that access to private medical insurance by non-EEA national stu-
dents is in the interests of such students. 

31/01/2017WRE00950Garda Data

31/01/2017WRE01000118. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of Garda stations that have no access to PULSE. [4493/17]

31/01/2017WRE01100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, decisions in relation to the provision and allocation of Garda resources 
are a matter for the Garda Commissioner and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the matter

I am, however, informed by the Garda authorities that there are some 178 stations that are 
not connected to the Garda Network.  However, members in non-networked locations can con-
tact the Garda Information Services Centre to provide relevant details to trained civilian call-
takers who enter the details on the PULSE system.a

I would draw the attention of the Deputy to my response to Parliamentary Question No. 
135 of 25 October 2016 wherein I advised that the number of non-networked stations was 167. 
I have now been advised by the Garda authorities that this should, in fact, have read 187 and I 
wish to correct the record of the House in that regard. 

The Deputy will be aware that the Commissioner launched the Garda Síochána Moderni-
sation and Renewal Programme 2016-2021 in June 2016 and that this Programme is intended 
to professionalise, modernise and renew An Garda Síochána to ensure that the organisation 
can meet present and future challenges.   As part of the Programme, the matter of enhancing 
rural access to the Garda network by connecting non-networked sites to the network is being 
examined.  This includes plans to introduce mobile technology solutions to enable operational 
Gardaí to access core information systems, including PULSE, while on duty and away from 
Garda stations.    
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31/01/2017WRE01150Corporate Governance

31/01/2017WRE01200119. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of issues raised in the Office of Director of Corporate Enforcement’s 2010 paper, 
Submission on White Collar Crime, that have been dealt with by the Government; the relevant 
piece of legislation or regulation they were addressed in; her plans to implement the remaining 
recommendations; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4505/17]

31/01/2017WRE01300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The re-
port referred to was prepared by the Office of Director of Corporate Enforcement in the context 
of a wide ranging consultation process on various crime issues. The report itself acknowledged 
that the ODCE “.....has only a partial role with respect to ‘white collar crime’,” and that its 
experience is not as extensive as that of An Garda Síochána in this regard. Of course the report 
was a very welcome and valuable contribution to the consideration of our response to white 
collar crime and since it was completed in November 2010, there have been a number of sig-
nificant developments in our legislative framework. 

In particular, I might mention the Criminal Justice Act 2011, the main purpose of which is 
to facilitate the more effective investigation of such crime and to reduce associated delays in the 
process.  The Act provides for procedures to facilitate Garda access to essential information and 
documentation to assist in investigations. The Act is targeted at specified serious and complex 
offences attracting a penalty of at least 5 years imprisonment, including offences in the areas of 
banking and finance, company law, money laundering, fraud and corruption. 

Another recent provision of relevance is Part 5 of the Courts and Civil Law (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2013.  It makes provision for the selection of up to 15 jurors to serve in a crimi-
nal trial which is likely to last more than 2 months, with 12 jurors to be selected to consider the 
verdict.  These provisions are of relevance to lengthy trials involving fraud or other complex 
financial matters where there is a risk of jurors becoming unavailable during the course of a 
protracted trial. 

In terms of forthcoming legislation, the Prevention of Corruption Acts 1889 to 2010 will be 
replaced by the provisions of the Criminal Justice (Corruption) Bill. This Bill will replace and 
update the offences of giving and receiving bribes contained in existing legislation. The Bill 
will also enhance the ability of the DPP to bring prosecutions by providing for presumptions of 
corrupt gifts or payments and it will provide for penalties of up to 10 years’ imprisonment and 
unlimited fines for persons convicted on indictment. 

In addition, the General Scheme of the Criminal Justice (Money Laundering and Terrorist 
Financing) (Amendment) Bill was approved by Government in December. The Bill will give 
effect to provisions contained in the 4th   EU Money Laundering Directive which has the aim 
of strengthening laws in the EU to combat money laundering and terrorist financing. The Direc-
tive adopts a risk-based approach whereby “designated persons” - such as banks and other bod-
ies - must determine, on the basis of a risk assessment and taking into account relevant factors, 
the risk of money laundering and terrorist financing posed by a particular transaction, service 
or customer, and apply customer due diligence measures accordingly. While the Bill will give 
effect to the greater part of the Directive, some provisions (i.e. the establishment of registers of 
beneficial ownership of companies and trusts) will be transposed by the Department of Finance. 

While my Department has responsibility for legislation addressing some aspects of white 
collar crime including fraud and corruption, other aspects, such as insider trading, Companies 
Acts offences and environmental offences, fall within the responsibility of other Government 
Departments. Relevant legislative enhancements in recent years include the Central Bank (Su-
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pervision and Enforcement) Act 2013, the Companies Act 2014 and more broadly the Protected 
Disclosures Act 2014. 

The breadth and diversity of the issues connected with this form of crime are such that no 
one piece of legislation could effectively address all of them and therefore legislation in this 
area is continuously under review and development.  Further developments in this area will be 
assisted by a forthcoming issues paper from the Law Reform Commission in relation to Regula-
tory Enforcement and Corporate Offences. l am also in ongoing contact with the Garda Com-
missioner in relation to the arrangements in place to investigate serious crime of this nature.      

Finally, I am advised that An Garda Síochána continues to develop strategies aimed at tar-
geting, dismantling and disrupting criminal networks, utilising advanced analytical and intel-
ligence methodology.  Gardaí work closely with other bodies with relevant enforcement func-
tions, including the ODCE.

31/01/2017WRE01350Asylum Applications

31/01/2017WRE01400120. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
status of an appeal by a person (details supplied). [4603/17]

31/01/2017WRE01500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am in-
formed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that a 
decision letter issued to the person concerned in relation to their appeal on 24 January 2017.  I 
understand that the person concerned was granted temporary permission to remain in the State 
on Stamp 4 conditions for a period of 12 months.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for this 
purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without the 
need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may con-
sider using the email service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

31/01/2017WRE01550Private Security Authority

31/01/2017WRE01600121. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
there has been an investigation carried out by the Private Security Authority or its agents into a 
company (details supplied) and if so, if she will make the results of the investigation available. 
[4631/17]

31/01/2017WRE01700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Pri-
vate Security Authority, established under the Private Security Services Act 2004 (as amended), 
is the statutory body with responsibility for the licensing and regulation of the private security 
industry in the State.  The Authority is an independent body under the aegis of my Department 
and I have no involvement in its day to day operations. I am informed that it does not comment 
on what matters are the subject of enquiry or investigation.

31/01/2017WRE01750Departmental Staff Data

31/01/2017WRE01800122. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
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number of staff under the aegis of her Department in the clerical officer, staff officer or equiva-
lent grade; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4940/17]

31/01/2017WRE01900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can in-
form the Deputy that there are 2837 Clerical Officers and 230 Staff Officers employed by my 
Department and the bodies under its aegis. 

31/01/2017WRE01950Insurance Coverage

31/01/2017WRE02000123. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will address concerns 
that some of the major insurance providers and company underwriters are not prepared at the 
moment to cover properties that have unemployed tenants; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3869/17]

31/01/2017WRE02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As Minister for Finance, I am respon-
sible for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation.  Neither I nor 
the Central Bank of Ireland, can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, as 
these matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based 
on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This position is reinforced by the EU 
framework for insurance which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which 
require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions of 
insurance products.  Consequently, I am not in a position to direct insurance companies to pro-
vide cover to properties that have unemployed tenants .   

Notwithstanding this, the Deputy should note that I do have concerns about such practices 
which seem inherently unfair and inappropriate. Consequently, I  have asked  my officials to 
contact the Departments of  Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government and Social 
Protection to get their views on this matter.  In addition, I have asked my officials to raise the 
matter with Insurance Ireland in order to get a better perspective and understanding of this is-
sue. 

31/01/2017WRF00200Pension Provisions

31/01/2017WRF00300124. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance his plans to allow further ac-
cess to private pension funds before retirement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3849/17]

31/01/2017WRF00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The State encourages individuals to put 
funds aside for their retirement by incentivising such savings through the tax system.  Ongoing 
contributions to Revenue- approved pension schemes and personal pension plans are exempt 
from income tax (within limits) while the investment growth of such schemes and plans are 
also tax exempt.  Retirement benefits are taxable at drawdown at normal retirement age with 
the exception of the permissible tax-free retirement lump sum.  

These concessionary tax treatments are not available to other savings arrangements.  This 
is because pre-retirement access to the benefits from pension schemes or plans is generally not 
permitted, as these arrangements (and the associated tax reliefs on contributions and pension 
fund growth) are designed to facilitate long term savings based on the principle that the benefits 
will be “locked away” to help fund an adequate income in retirement. 

The point at which pension savings can be accessed varies according to the type of savings 
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vehicle and, in the case of occupational schemes, the scheme’s particular rules.  It may be worth 
noting, however, that in many cases it is possible to access pension savings before the age of 65 
and in some cases they can in fact be accessed from age 50.  It can also be possible to access 
savings early on grounds of ill health. 

I do not currently have any plans to extend the range of circumstances in which pension 
savings can be accessed early.

31/01/2017WRF00500VAT Rate Application

31/01/2017WRF00600125. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the Revenue Commission-
ers or his Department has examined whether the recent ECJ ruling on VAT on the M50 toll will 
have any effect on any other applications of VAT; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3961/17]

31/01/2017WRF00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that this judgment was published on Thursday 19th January and that they are consider-
ing its implications.  The CJEU ruling was given in answer to questions referred to it by the Tax 
Appeal Commissioners in relation to an appeal case; therefore the ruling must be interpreted 
and applied in the first instance by the Tax Appeal Commissioners to the case in question.  Rev-
enue’s evaluation of the implications of the judgment will be finalised following the conclusion 
of the appeal process in this case.

31/01/2017WRF00800Revenue Commissioners Staff

31/01/2017WRF00900126. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance if a private security company 
is employed at the Revenue Commissioners’ offices, Millennium Centre, Dundalk; if so, when 
this commenced; the remit of this security company at this location; if this service had formerly 
been provided by staff directly employed by the Revenue Commissioners; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [3970/17]

31/01/2017WRF01000127. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance if officers of the Revenue Com-
missioners in the Millennium Centre, Dundalk, are permitted to accept documents from the 
public; if not, if members of the public are required to supply their documents electronically; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3971/17]

31/01/2017WRF01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 126 
and 127 together.

I am advised by Revenue that it does not engage the services of a private security firm at its 
offices at the Millennium Centre, Dundalk.  

I am further advised by Revenue that hard copy documents are accepted from the public at 
its Dundalk office.

In line with Revenue’s Statement of Strategy 2017-2019 and its Customer Engagement 
Strategy, Revenue is continually enhancing its on-line self-service facilities to improve Cus-
tomer Service and make it easier, quicker and less costly for customers to engage with Revenue.

31/01/2017WRF01200Departmental Meetings
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31/01/2017WRF01300128. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of discussions 
with the Brazilian authorities regarding their decision to designate Ireland as a tax haven; his 
views on whether the decision will be reversed; if further meetings with the Brazilian authori-
ties are planned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4011/17]

31/01/2017WRF01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Ireland remains in regular communi-
cation with the Brazilian Federal Revenue Service  on the inclusion of Ireland on their tax 
blacklist.  Contact is ongoing and as I previously advised a technical delegation will be travel-
ling to Brazil to discuss the issue with Brazilian officials.  It should be noted that Brazil have 
not designated Ireland a tax haven.  The Brazilian Federal Revenue Service have advised that 
they have included Ireland on a tax list of countries with favourable tax regimes because our 
12.5% corporation tax rate is below 17%, a level set by Brazilian legislation.  I disagree with 
the inclusion of Ireland on this list.  The 12.5% rate is a long established and important part of 
our overall tax system.  Focussing on the 12.5% rate ignores the existence of the 25% and 33% 
corporation tax rates.  It also creates a misleading impression that Ireland is a low corporate tax 
collecting country which is inaccurate.  We will continue to communicate with the Brazilian 
Federal Revenue Service and seek to provide clarity on our corporation tax regime.

31/01/2017WRF01500Tax Exemptions

31/01/2017WRF01600129. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Finance if he will implement a tax 
break or part exemption from taxation in respect of the reimbursement of expenses for employ-
ees who have to travel from their home to work; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4060/17]

31/01/2017WRF01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 114 of the Taxes Consolida-
tion Act 1997 provides for a tax deduction in respect of travel expenses which an employee 
or office-holder is necessarily obliged to incur in the performance of the duties of the office or 
employment.  In this regard, return travel from home to work is not an allowable expense and 
home may not be considered a place of work and this is a long-standing principle.  However, in 
the context of the annual Budget and Finance Bill cycle, I will examine any proposals that the 
Deputy may wish to put forward.

31/01/2017WRF01800National Treasury Management Agency Data

31/01/2017WRF01900130. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of employees 
of the National Treasury Management Agency and the National Asset Management Agency 
who were in remuneration categories (details supplied) at the end of December 2016. [4151/17]

31/01/2017WRF02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The National Treasury Management 
Agency have supplied the following table showing the number of staff employed by the NTMA 
in the remuneration categories requested.  

Agency* €100-€200k €200-€300k €300-€400k €400-€500k &gt; €500k 
NTMA 106 11 6 1 0
NAMA 110 5 0 1 0
All NAMA and Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) staff are employees of the 

NTMA.  The table identifies the NAMA staff in each remuneration category and the staff as-
signed to the SBCI are identified within the NTMA numbers.  
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* Base salary is set out on a pro-rata basis, therefore for an individual contracted to work 
80% of a week NTMA have returned the salary actually paid to that individual i.e. 80% of 
the full time equivalent salary.  Total remuneration includes base salary and any other taxable 
benefits paid to employees (including performance related payments paid in 2016 in respect of 
2015).  Base salary does not include employer pension contributions.  The public service pen-
sion related deduction is applied to NTMA employees, including NTMA employees assigned 
to NAMA.

31/01/2017WRF02100NAMA Staff Data

31/01/2017WRF02200131. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount which was 
paid out by NAMA in 2016 in respect of redundancy payments; the number of employees who 
received payments; the terms of the redundancy payments; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [4152/17]

31/01/2017WRF02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The information sought by the Deputy 
is set out in NAMA’s Annual Report and Financial Statements for 2015 on page 103 (Note 
10.1 - Staff costs).  I am advised by NAMA that an amount of €3.6m was paid, in respect of 50 
members of staff who departed under the Voluntary Redundancy Scheme, in 2016.

As set out in response to Dáil Question 116 of 14 January 2016, the redundancy element of 
the scheme is in keeping with established public sector norms; that is, two weeks statutory pay 
per year of service, capped at €600 per week, plus three additional weeks of base salary per year 
of service with an overall cap of two years base salary.  NAMA has advised that the redundancy 
payments referenced in its 2015 Annual Report and Financial Statements have been made in 
line with these public sector norms.

NAMA has also advised that the retention portion of the scheme is being implemented in 
line with the stipulated parameters, which I agreed with the NAMA Chairman in March 2015, 
regarding the quantum of any payment under the scheme, the timing of any such payment, and 
employee eligibility under the scheme.  The underlying objective of the scheme is to help safe-
guard NAMA’s performance in line with an orderly wind-down plan.

31/01/2017WRF02400NAMA Property Sales

31/01/2017WRF02500132. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the number of residential 
properties involved in sales of properties and loans by NAMA to vulture funds and REITs each 
year since 2010, in tabular form. [4324/17]

31/01/2017WRF02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy has used a pejorative 
and undefinable term for potential purchasers, and due to the fact that providing the identity of 
specific purchasers would be commercially sensitive, my reply is based on all sales irrespective 
of purchaser.

I am advised that, in its capacity as a secured lender, NAMA has approved the sale of 14,246 
residential properties by its debtors and receivers.  This includes 4,708 new houses and apart-
ments, which were funded by NAMA, in the three years to end-2016.

NAMA also advises that it has sold loans secured by 6,195 residential properties.  In the 
case of loan sales, the underlying property is not sold.  The property remains in the ownership 
and management of the original owner or, in the case of enforcement, the appointed insolvency 
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practitioner.

The breakdown sought by the Deputy is outlined in the following table.

Residential Unit Sales by Year 

Year Asset Sales  number of resi-
dential units sold by debtors 
and receivers

 Loan Sales  number of resi-
dential units securing loan 
portfolios sold by NAMA

2010 242 _
2011 597 _
2012 701 8
2013 1,202 141
2014 3,387 1,079
2015 4,734 3,195
2016 3,383 1,772
Total 14,246 6,195 
I am advised that a number of multi-unit portfolio sales are included in the above, namely; 

the Orange portfolio, Rockbrook, the Plum portfolio, Tallaght Cross West and St Edmunds.  
NAMA advise that properties which were sold as part of these portfolios were typically already 
tenanted and vacant possession was not sought prior to the sales.  Such portfolios are typically 
acquired by investors seeking long-term rental streams and, therefore, existing tenancy arrange-
ments tend not to be affected by such sales.

31/01/2017WRF02700NAMA Property Sales

31/01/2017WRF02800133. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a list of 
apartment blocks involved in sales of properties and loans by NAMA to vulture funds and RE-
ITs. [4325/17]

31/01/2017WRF02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy has used a pejorative 
and undefinable term for purchasers, and due to the fact that identifying properties associated 
with individual purchasers would be commercially sensitive, my reply is based on all sales ir-
respective of purchaser.

I am advised that NAMA is prohibited by law from disclosing confidential debtor infor-
mation, including information on assets owned by debtors, without debtors’ consent.  It is not 
possible to identify particular assets which secure NAMA loans as to do so would identify the 
owners as NAMA debtors and NAMA is precluded from doing so by the NAMA Act 2009 and 
by the requirements of banking confidentiality.  

Accordingly, the information in the following table is confined to large portfolio sales of 
residential properties which were launched by NAMA and for which the debtors have already 
given their consent to public disclosure of the assets concerned. 

I am advised that almost all of the apartments in the various developments were let to ten-
ants at the time of sale completion and that existing tenants were unaffected by the sales. 

Portfolio name Assets
Orange Charlestown, Dublin 11
 Lansdowne Gate, Dublin 12



Questions - Written Answers

176

Portfolio name Assets
 Beacon South Quarter, Dublin 18
 Baker’s Yard, Dublin 1
  
Rockbrook Rockbrook Estate, Dublin 18
  
Plum Northern Cross, Dublin 13
 Beechwood Court, Stillorgan, Co Dublin
 Time Place, Dublin 18
 Lad Lane, Dublin 2
 Carrington Park, Dublin 9
 Heywood Court, Dublin 9
 Waterside, Malahide, Co Dublin
  
Tallaght Cross West Tallaght Cross West, Dublin 24
  
St Edmunds St Edmunds, Dublin 20

31/01/2017WRF03000NAMA Property Leases

31/01/2017WRF03100134. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance the number of instances ten-
ants of residential properties controlled by NAMA have been given notice to quit in order to 
achieve vacant possession. [4326/17]

31/01/2017WRF03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA does not own property.  Rather, 
it has acquired loans for which the properties act as security.  Control of the properties rests with 
debtors and receivers and not with NAMA.  In that regard, I am advised that information is not 
available on the total number of instances in which NAMA debtors and receivers have sought 
vacant possession in advance of residential property sales.

In its capacity as a secured lender, it is NAMA’s policy that, where possible, borrowers and 
receivers should avoid seeking vacant possession of residential property in advance of asset 
sales in order to minimise disruption to people living in these homes.  Tenants of such proper-
ties continue to have the benefit of existing lease terms and of the statutory protections in place 
in the residential rental market.  In instances where NAMA debtors and receivers do seek vacant 
possession in advance of the sale of a residential property, they are legally obliged to act fully in 
accordance with the statutory rights and other protections afforded to tenants and to act within 
the terms of tenancy agreements.

All landlord-tenant rights are governed by multiple pieces of legislation, mainly under the 
aegis of the Minister for the Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government.  This leg-
islation attempts to balance and protect the rights of the tenant and the landlord and sets out 
the specific limited circumstances under which landlords are able to seek vacant possession of 
properties.  These restrictions apply to all landlords regardless of who owns their loans.

Under Pillar 4 of Rebuilding Ireland, the Planning and Development (Housing) and Resi-
dential Tenancies Act 2016 amending Section 35a of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 re-
cently was enacted as part of the Government’s rental strategy.  The effect of the provision is 
to require that tenancies are protected where a landlord or investor wishes to sell more than 10 
properties in a single development.
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These measures are accompanied by a number of other actions to enhance the Residential 
Tenancies Board’s enforcement and dispute resolution powers.  These include faster process-
ing of determination orders, the reduction in period for appeal to Tribunals, and the use of one 
person Tribunals.  Tenants and landlords alike will therefore see a number of improvements as 
a result of these legislative changes. 

Any tenant who believes that their legal rights are being compromised should bring their 
concerns to the Residential Tenancies Board which has the power to ensure their rights are 
upheld.  This includes cases where a tenant believes that a termination notice has not been 
properly served.

31/01/2017WRF03300NAMA Property Sales

31/01/2017WRF03400135. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a list of 
residential development land in the greater Dublin area, Cork city, Galway city and Limerick 
city involved in sales of properties and loans by NAMA to vulture funds. [4327/17]

31/01/2017WRF03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy has used a pejorative 
and undefinable term for purchasers, and due to the fact that providing the identity of specific 
purchasers would be commercially sensitive, my reply is based on all sales irrespective of pur-
chaser. 

In addition, NAMA is prohibited by law from disclosing confidential debtor information, 
including information on assets owned by debtors, without debtors’ consent.  It is not possible 
to identify particular assets which secure NAMA loans as to do so would identify the owners 
as NAMA debtors and NAMA is precluded from doing so by the NAMA Act 2009 and by the 
requirements of banking confidentiality.

Accordingly, the following table provides a breakdown, by county, of residential develop-
ment land which has been sold by NAMA debtors or receivers, or which has secured loans sold 
by NAMA.  The information summarises the sales position as of end-December 2016.

County Sum of Area (Hectares)
Carlow 23 
Clare 5 
Cork 618 
Dublin 445 
Galway 78 
Kerry 6 
Kildare 150 
Kilkenny 29 
Laois 30 
Leitrim 4 
Limerick 108 
Louth 73 
Meath 377 
Offaly 21 
Sligo 4 
Tipperary 18 
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County Sum of Area (Hectares)
Waterford 135 
Westmeath 13 
Wexford 21 
Wicklow 143 
Grand Total 2,301 
I am advised that not all of this sold land was commercially viable to develop for residential 

or commercial use at the point of sale.  NAMA advise that some of the lands were not zoned, 
some had been dezoned by local authorities and many had a mixture of zonings including ame-
nity, commercial, retail, community, educational and green space.  I am further advised that, 
in some cases, development of the sold lands remains unviable for commercial, planning and 
infrastructural reasons.

Information regarding the availability of residential zoned land is available on the Depart-
ment of Housing and local authority websites and is based on a national survey of all lands 
zoned for residential or primarily residential development in statutory local authority develop-
ment plans and local area plans across Ireland to determine the location and quantity of lands 
that may be regarded as being undeveloped and available for primarily residential development 
purposes.  See http://www.housing.gov.ie/planning/residential-land-availability/residential-
land-availability-survey.

More recently, the Housing Supply Taskforce for Dublin has collated data on the aggregated 
planning permissions and planning applications across the four Dublin local authorities which 
they have mapped and available to view on the department of Housing website at http://www.
housing.gov.ie/housing/construction-2020-strategy/dublin-housing-supply-task-force/housing-
supply-coordination-task.

31/01/2017WRF03600VAT Rate Reductions

31/01/2017WRF03700136. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full year 
cost of reducing the standard rate of VAT from 23% to 20% in budget 2018. [4357/17]

31/01/2017WRF03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that a Post-
Budget 2017 Ready Reckoner is available on the Revenue Statistics webpage at http://www.
revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/ready-reckoner.pdf.

This Ready Reckoner provides the information for calculating the estimated cost or yield to 
the Exchequer arising from changes to each of the different VAT rates.  Estimates are presented 
for 2017, forecasts for 2018 will be available later in the year.

31/01/2017WRF03900Home Renovation Incentive Scheme Data

31/01/2017WRF04000137. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of properties 
which were registered for the home renovation incentive scheme in County Tipperary in 2015 
and 2016; the total monetary value of these works; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [4442/17]

31/01/2017WRF04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that the ‘Home 
Renovation Incentive (HRI) Statistics 2013 - 2016’ statistical report is available on the Reve-
nue Statistics webpage at http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/hri-stats.html.  In particular, 
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Table 6 from this report provides a breakdown of the number of individual properties that have 
been registered with the HRI scheme listed by Local Authority area, as well as the total number 
of works and their estimated value by year.  This table will be updated in due course to reflect 
more recent data as it becomes available.

31/01/2017WRF04200Insurance Costs

31/01/2017WRF04300138. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the measures he proposes to 
implement to deal with the escalating costs of home insurance premiums; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4443/17]

31/01/2017WRF04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As Minister for Finance, I am respon-
sible for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation.  Neither I nor 
the Central Bank of Ireland can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, as 
these matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based 
on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This position is reinforced by the EU 
framework for insurance which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which 
require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the  pricing or terms and conditions of 
insurance products.  

The Deputy will note that, according to the official data from the Central Statistics Office, 
the cost of insurance connected with dwellings has remained largely stable since December 
2011.  It has increased and decreased at various times and fluctuated by less than 15% in total 
from its lowest to highest levels during those five years.  It is currently 5.7% higher than it had 
been at the end of 2011.  Comparably the cost of motor insurance is 51.7% higher than it had 
been in December 2011, and at times early last year had been as much as 60% higher.  On the 
basis of the official data, I do not see the need to look at the issue of the cost of home insur-
ance at this point in time within the context of the Cost of Insurance Working Group’s ongoing 
review of the insurance sector.  Nevertheless, my Department will monitor the cost of home 
insurance as part of the its ongoing policy work in the insurance sector.

Finally, the Cost of Insurance Working Group’s report, which focusses on the cost of mo-
tor insurance, was published on 10 January 2017 and its implementation is already under-
way.  Many of the recommendations and action points contained in that Report will have a 
positive impact on wider insurance sector, including the home insurance sector, through the 
creation of an enhanced claims environment, improved consumer protection and increased 
competitiveness.

31/01/2017WRF04500Insurance Costs

31/01/2017WRF04600139. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the policy and legislative steps 
he is taking to ensure the cost of insurance is not prohibitively expensive for businesses; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [4514/17]

31/01/2017WRF04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As Minister for Finance, I am respon-
sible for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation.  Neither I nor 
the Central Bank of Ireland can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, as 
these matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based 
on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This position is reinforced by the EU 
framework for insurance which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which 
require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions of 



Questions - Written Answers

180

insurance products.

However, I do recognise that the State can play a role in creating a more stable environ-
ment within which insurance companies can operate.  Consequently, I established the Cost of 
Insurance Working Group and appointed Minister of State Eoghan Murphy as Chair.  The Cost 
of Insurance Working Group focussed on motor insurance in the first phase of its work, due to 
the fact that this had the widest impact on society and also because motor insurance premium 
increases had been the largest.  The Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance was finalised in 
December 2016, approved by Cabinet on 10 January 2017, and subsequently published.  It con-
tains 33 recommendations and 71 actions which are detailed in an action plan contained in the 
Report with agreed timelines for implementation.    

The next phase of the Working Group’s work will commence shortly and will focus on the 
cost of insurance for businesses.  Minister of State Murphy will make an announcement provid-
ing more detail on this in due course.  

Finally, it should be noted that many of the recommendations and action points contained 
in the Report on Motor Insurance will have a positive impact on the wider insurance sector, 
including the business insurance sector, through the creation of an enhanced claims environ-
ment, availability of data, and increased competitiveness.

31/01/2017WRG00200Tax Data

31/01/2017WRG00300140. Deputy Kate O’Connell asked the Minister for Finance the number of betting shops 
that paid betting tax to the Revenue Commissioners in 2015; the number of these with an an-
nual turnover of less than €2 million; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4534/17]

31/01/2017WRG00400141. Deputy Kate O’Connell asked the Minister for Finance the amount received from the 
1% betting tax in each year from 2010 to 2015; the portion of this which was received from 
bookmakers with an annual turnover of less than €2 million; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [4535/17]

31/01/2017WRG00500142. Deputy Kate O’Connell asked the Minister for Finance the impact of reducing the 
current rate of betting tax on betting shops with an annual turnover of less than €2 million to the 
same level as that which exists for on-course bookmakers; if such a reduction would be viable; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4536/17]

31/01/2017WRG00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 140 to 
142, inclusive, together.

I am informed by Revenue that at end 2015, 321 bookmakers licences had issued, with 80 
of these issued to persons running betting shops.  The total number of premises associated with 
these licences is 828.  As the information provided to Revenue does not require a betting licence 
holder to provide the turnover generated from each of their shops, it is not possible to determine 
the number of these shops with an annual turnover of less than €2 million.

I am further informed by Revenue that the amount received from the 1% betting tax (and 
other betting duties) is published on the Revenue statistics page: http://www.revenue.ie/en/
about/statistics/betting-duty-receipts.html.  The portion of this tax received from bookmakers 
with an annual turnover of less than €2 million is not readily available.  However, Revenue ad-
vise that analysis suggests the majority of the receipts are paid by the larger companies and the 
share from those with an annual turnover of less than €2 million is likely to be relatively small.
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As it is not possible to separately identify the relevant bookmakers, there is no basis for 
Revenue to estimate a costing in relation to Question 4537-17.  However, a proposal to provide 
a tax relief or tax exemption for one sector of an industry, i.e. betting shops with an annual turn-
over of less than €2 million, and not provide it to other sectors, such as for example the remote 
sector, would give rise to State Aid concerns.

31/01/2017WRG00700Departmental Staff Data

31/01/2017WRG00800143. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance the number of staff under the 
aegis of his Department in the clerical officer, staff officer or equivalent grade; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4936/17]

31/01/2017WRG00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I wish to inform the Deputy that the 
number of staff currently serving in my Department in the Clerical Officer, Staff Officer or 
equivalent grades is as follows:

Grade No. of Staff (Headcount)
Clerical Officer 55 
Civilian Driver  (Clerical Officer equiva-
lent) 

2

Staff Officer 7
With regard to staff in bodies under the aegis of my Department in the Clerical Officer, Staff 

Officer or equivalent grades, please see the following table.

Body No. of staff in Clerical Of-
ficer and equivalent grades

No. of staff in Staff Officer 
and equivalent grades

C&AG 1 Clerical Officer10 Stu-
dents on work placement 
programme

1 Staff Officer

Central Bank of Ireland As at 31 December 2016, 
the Central Bank had 120.5 
FTES working at Bank Of-
ficer level

N/A

Credit Reviewer Nil ** Nil
Credit Union Advisory 
Committee 

Nil Nil

Credit Union Restructuring 
Board 

Nil 1 (On secondment from the 
Department of Finance)

Disabled Drivers Medical 
Board of Appeal 

Nil Nil

Financial Services Ombuds-
man Bureau 

3 staff at Clerical Offier 
level (of which 2 are job-
sharers = 2 FTE) 

0

Financial Services Ombuds-
man Council 

0 0

Investor Compensation 
Company Limited 

Nil Nil

Irish Bank Resolution Cor-
poration 

Nil *** Nil***
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Body No. of staff in Clerical Of-
ficer and equivalent grades

No. of staff in Staff Officer 
and equivalent grades

Irish Financial Services Ap-
peals Tribunal 

Nil Nil

Irish Fiscal Advisory Coun-
cil 

Nil Nil

National Asset Management 
Agency  

* *

National Treasury Manage-
ment Agency  

* *

Tax Appeals Commissioner 2 0
Office of the RevenueCom-
missioners 

2,116 Full Time Equiva-
lent(2,308 Headcount) 

191 Full Time Equiva-
lent(210 Headcount) 

Social Finance Foundation Nil Nil
Strategic Banking Corpora-
tion of IrelandState Board 

* *

*(1)The National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) does not operate civil service 
salary grades and the salary scales that go with such grades.  The NTMA’s remuneration model 
is based on confidential, individually negotiated employment contracts.  This approach is also 
inclusive of staff in the National Asset Management Agency and the Strategic Banking Corpo-
ration of Ireland as they are employed through the NTMA.

** Posts in the Credit Review Office are seconded from Enterprise Ireland (who continue to 
keep them on their books).  One of the posts (currently vacant) is at a clerical level.

*** IBRC (in special liquidation) is not part of the civil service and the remaining staff in 
IBRC (in special liquidation) are not deemed to be civil servants.

31/01/2017WRG01000SOLAS Training and Education Programmes Allowances

31/01/2017WRG01100144. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a per-
son (details supplied) is on a reduced rate of training allowance; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3910/17]

31/01/2017WRG01200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
Training allowances, funded by my Department through SOLAS, are paid to some participants 
on Further Education and Training programmes in lieu of their payments from the Department 
of Social Protection.  Participants on programmes aged under 26 who were in receipt of a re-
duced rate of Jobseekers payment may receive a maximum rate of €160 per week.  Learners 
with means will have these taken into account when their training allowance payment rate is 
being decided.

These programmes are delivered by Education and Training Boards who are responsible for 
the administration of training allowance payments to participants.  I have referred your question 
to Kildare and Wicklow ETB for direct reply.

31/01/2017WRG01300Education and Training Provision

31/01/2017WRG01400145. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of tour-
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ism and hospitality skills training positions in addition to the amount of funding for this pur-
pose, allocated to each county or local authority in 2015 and 2016, in tabular form. [4145/17]

31/01/2017WRG01500147. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
tourism and hospitality skills training positions allocated to Kildare in 2015 and 2016; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [4322/17]

31/01/2017WRG01600148. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of tourism and hospitality skills training positions that were allocated to the counties of 
Roscommon and Galway in 2015 and 2016. [4328/17]

31/01/2017WRG01700149. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding 
allocated to counties Roscommon and Galway for tourism and hospitality skills training in both 
2015 and 2016. [4336/17]

31/01/2017WRG01800150. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills the agency 
or Government body which has oversight and responsibility for tourism and hospitality skills 
training in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4337/17]

31/01/2017WRG01900151. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of 
funding allocated to the Wexford constituency for tourism and hospitality skills training in 2015 
and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4365/17]

31/01/2017WRG02000152. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the agency or 
Government body that has oversight and responsibility for hospitality and tourism skills devel-
opment policy here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4366/17]

31/01/2017WRG02100153. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the agency or 
Government body that has oversight and responsibility for hospitality and tourism skills devel-
opment policy here. [4407/17]

31/01/2017WRG02200154. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the agency 
or Government body that has oversight and responsibility for hospitality and tourism skills de-
velopment policy here; his plans for this agency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4462/17]

31/01/2017WRG02300155. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of tour-
ism and hospitality skills training positions which were allocated to the south Dublin area in 
2015 and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4488/17]

31/01/2017WRG02400156. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of fund-
ing which was allocated to the south Dublin area for tourism and hospitality skills training for 
2015 and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4489/17]

31/01/2017WRG02500157. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills the agency or Gov-
ernment body which has oversight and responsibility for hospitality and tourism skills develop-
ment policy here. [4490/17]

31/01/2017WRG02600158. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount 
of funding that was allocated to north Kildare for tourism and hospitality skills training in 2015 
and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4492/17]

31/01/2017WRG02700159. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
tourism and hospitality skills training positions that were allocated to the Wexford constituency 
in 2015 and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4494/17]
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31/01/2017WRG02800193. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a 
matter (details supplied) regarding the shortage of chefs and skilled hospitality staff; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [4141/17]

31/01/2017WRG02900194. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
tourism and hospitality skills training positions in addition to the amount of funding for this 
purpose, allocated to each county or local authority in 2015 and 2016, in tabular form. [4147/17]

31/01/2017WRG03000195. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the body under 
the aegis of his Department which oversees and has responsibility for hospitality and tourism 
skills development policy here; his views on the shortage of chefs and skilled hospitality staff; 
and the proposals his Department is considering to address this crisis. [4148/17]

31/01/2017WRG03100196. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
training positions on tourism and hospitality courses allocated in 2015 and 2016 for counties 
Cavan and Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4153/17]

31/01/2017WRG03200197. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the level of fund-
ing allocated for tourism and hospitality skills training courses in counties Cavan and Monaghan 
in 2015 and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4154/17]

31/01/2017WRG03300198. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department 
and-or the agencies under the remit of his Department have full responsibility for tourism and 
hospitality skills policy development and provision of courses; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [4155/17]

31/01/2017WRG03400199. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of tourism and hospitality skills training positions that were allocated to Galway West in 2015 
and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4157/17]

31/01/2017WRG03500200. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount 
of funding allocated to Galway West for tourism and hospitality skills training in 2015 and 
2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4158/17]

31/01/2017WRG03600201. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the agency 
or Government body which has oversight and responsibility for hospitality and tourism skills 
development policy here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4159/17]

31/01/2017WRG03700202. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of tourism 
and hospitality skills training positions which were allocated to County Clare in the years 2015 
and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4209/17]

31/01/2017WRG03800203. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of funding 
which was allocated by his Department to County Clare for tourism and hospitality skills train-
ing in 2015 and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4211/17]

31/01/2017WRG03900204. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the agency under the 
remit of his Department which has oversight and responsibility for hospitality and tourism 
skills development policy here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4213/17]

31/01/2017WRG04000208. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of tourism 
and hospitality skills training positions allocated to the Dublin North-West constituency in 2015 
and 2016; the amount of funding which was allocated to the Dublin North-West constituency 
for tourism and hospitality skills training in the same years; and the regulatory or ministerial 
responsibility for oversight and responsibility for hospitality and tourism skills development 
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policy here. [4276/17]

31/01/2017WRG04100210. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of tourism and hospitality skills training positions which were allocated to County Kerry in 
2015 and 2016. [4294/17]

31/01/2017WRG04200211. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of 
funding allocated to County Kerry for tourism and hospitality skills training in 2015 and 2016. 
[4295/17]

31/01/2017WRG04300212. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the agency 
or State body which has oversight and responsibility for hospitality and tourism skills develop-
ment policy. [4299/17]

31/01/2017WRG04400213. Deputy Josepha Madigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of tourism and hospitality skills training positions that were allocated to the Dublin Rathdown 
constituency in 2015 and 2016; the amount of funding which was allocated in this regard; and 
the agency or Government body which has oversight and responsibility for hospitality and tour-
ism skills development policy here. [4301/17]

31/01/2017WRG04500214. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of tourism 
and hospitality skills training positions allocated to the Dublin Fingal constituency in 2015 and 
2016. [4302/17]

31/01/2017WRG04600215. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of funding 
allocated to the Dublin Fingal constituency for tourism and hospitality skills training in 2015 
and 2016. [4304/17]

31/01/2017WRG04700216. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the agency or Govern-
ment body which has oversight and responsibility for hospitality and tourism skills develop-
ment policy here. [4306/17]

31/01/2017WRG04800217. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of tour-
ism and hospitality skills training positions allocated to the Tipperary constituency in 2015 and 
2016. [4308/17]

31/01/2017WRG04900218. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of funding 
allocated to theTipperary constituency for tourism and hospitality skills training in 2015 and 
2016. [4309/17]

31/01/2017WRG05000219. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the agency or Govern-
ment body which has oversight and responsibility for hospitality and tourism skills develop-
ment policy here. [4310/17]

31/01/2017WRG05100220. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
tourism and hospitality skills training positions that were allocated to Kildare in 2015 and 2016; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4320/17]

31/01/2017WRG05200221. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount 
of funding that was allocated by his Department to Kildare in 2015 and 2016 for tourism and 
hospitality training; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4321/17]

31/01/2017WRG05300222. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of tourism and hospitality skills training positions that were allocated to the counties of 
Roscommon and Galway in 2015 and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[4329/17]

31/01/2017WRG05400224. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount 
of funding allocated to counties Roscommon and Galway for tourism and hospitality skills 
training in 2015 and 2016 [4341/17]

31/01/2017WRG05500225. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills the agency 
or Government body which has oversight and responsibility for tourism and hospitality skills 
training here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4342/17]

31/01/2017WRG05600228. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of tourism and hospitality skills training positions that were allocated to the constituency of 
Dublin Bay South in 2015 and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4400/17]

31/01/2017WRG05700229. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of 
funding which was allocated to the constituency of Dublin Bay South for tourism and hospital-
ity skills training in 2015 and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4401/17]

31/01/2017WRG05800230. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the agency or 
body which has overall responsibility for hospitality and tourism skills development policy 
here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4402/17]

31/01/2017WRG05900231. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of tourism and hospitality skills training positions allocated to Cork North Central during 2015 
and 2016. [4403/17]

31/01/2017WRG06000232. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding al-
located to Cork North Central by his Department for tourism and hospitality skills during 2015 
and 2016. [4406/17]

31/01/2017WRG06100233. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total number 
of course places for tourism and hospitality related training courses, including course title, 
based in County Donegal which were available to candidates for 2015 and 2016; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4418/17]

31/01/2017WRG06200234. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total num-
ber of course places per county for tourism and hospitality related training courses, including 
course title, which were available to candidates for 2015 and 2016; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [4419/17]

31/01/2017WRG06300235. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total funding 
allocated to County Donegal-based training facilities for the provision of tourism and hospital-
ity related training courses and programmes for 2015 and 2016; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [4420/17]

31/01/2017WRG06400236. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total funding 
allocated to all institutions and training facilities for the provision of tourism and hospitality 
related training courses and programmes for 2015 and 2016; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [4421/17]

31/01/2017WRG06500237. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the role which 
his Department plays in the development of tourism and hospitality skills and training policy; 
the extent to which co-operation exists with other Departments, agencies, bodies and other 
stakeholders in policy development; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4422/17]
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31/01/2017WRG06600238. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
tourism and hospitality skills training positions which were allocated to the Donegal constituen-
cy in 2015 and 2016; the amount of funding allocated to County Donegal for tourism and hospi-
tality skills training in the same years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4423/17]

31/01/2017WRG06700239. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
tourism and hospitality skills training positions which were available in the Limerick City con-
stituency in 2015 and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4436/17]

31/01/2017WRG06800240. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of 
funding allocated to the Limerick City constituency for tourism and hospitality skills training 
in 2015 and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4438/17]

31/01/2017WRG06900241. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the agency or 
Government body which has oversight and responsibility for hospitality and tourism skills de-
velopment policy here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4440/17]

31/01/2017WRG07000243. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
tourism and hospitality skills training positions which were allocated to the Clare constituency 
in 2015 and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4449/17]

31/01/2017WRG07100244. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of 
funding which was allocated to the Clare constituency for tourism and hospitality skills training 
in 2015 and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4451/17]

31/01/2017WRG07200245. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Education and Skills the agency or 
Government body which has oversight and responsibility for hospitality and tourism skills de-
velopment policy here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4453/17]

31/01/2017WRG07300246. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of tourism and hospitality skills training positions which were allocated to the Dublin Bay 
North constituency in 2015 and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4458/17]

31/01/2017WRG07400247. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount 
of funding which was allocated to the Dublin Bay North constituency for tourism and hospital-
ity skills training in 2015 and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4460/17]

31/01/2017WRG07500250. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
address the acute skills shortage in respect of chefs and skilled hospitality staff in north Kildare; 
his views on the impact this has on a qualified workforce and the impact ultimately on the at-
tractiveness of north Kildare as a tourist attraction; if he will appoint a liaison officer from his 
Department to employers and professional associations with regard to dealing with this skills 
gap; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4481/17]

31/01/2017WRG07600253. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of 
funding which was allocated to Kildare North for tourism and hospitality skills training in 2015 
and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4486/17]

31/01/2017WRG07700255. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the agency 
or Government body which has oversight and responsibility for hospitality and tourism skills 
development policy here. [4491/17]

31/01/2017WRG07800259. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
tourism and hospitality training positions that were available and filled in 2015 and 2016 bro-
ken down by county; the amount of funding allocated in 2015 and 2016; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [4609/17]

31/01/2017WRG07900260. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the body or agen-
cy that has responsibility for the oversight, development and implementation of a comprehen-
sive policy for skills development in the hospitality and tourism sector; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4610/17]

31/01/2017WRG08000264. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
tourism and hospitality skills training positions allocated to the Mayo constituency in 2015 and 
2016. [4642/17]

31/01/2017WRG08100265. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of 
funding allocated to the Mayo constituency for tourism and hospitality skills training in 2015 
and 2016 by his Department. [4644/17]

31/01/2017WRG08200266. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the agency or 
Government body which has oversight and responsibility for hospitality and tourism skills de-
velopment policy here. [4645/17]

31/01/2017WRG08300267. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
tourism and hospitality skills training positions allocated to the Cork South-West constituency 
in 2015 and 2016. [4698/17]

31/01/2017WRG08400268. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of 
funding which was allocated to the Cork South-West constituency for tourism and hospitality 
skills training in 2015 and 2016. [4699/17]

31/01/2017WRG08500269. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the agency or 
Government body which has oversight and responsibility for hospitality and tourism skills de-
velopment policy here. [4700/17]

31/01/2017WRG08600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 145, 147 to 159, inclusive, 193 to 204, inclusive, 208, 210 to 
222, inclusive, 224, 225, 228 to 241, inclusive, 243 to 247, inclusive, 250, 253, 255, 259, 260 
and 264 to 269, inclusive, together.

My Department has overall responsibility for policy development for education and training 
provision across the economy including the hospitality and tourism sector.  There are no plans 
to re-establish a dedicated training organisation for the sector, but rather to deliver the required 
education and training through the mainstream higher and further education and training sec-
tors, in line with provision for other sectors.

The Expert Group on Future Skills Needs (EGSFN) carried out a study on the future skills 
needs of the sector and the report of the study was published in November 2015.  The objective 
was to assess demand arising within the sector in Ireland including hotels, restaurants, bars, 
canteens and catering over the period to 2020.  The aim was to ensure that there will be the right 
supply of skills to help drive domestic hospitality sector business and employment growth.  The 
report provides a clear and coherent framework for the development of talent in the hospitality 
sector in the years ahead to help drive both hospitality business and employment growth which 
is one the key goals of the Government’s Tourism Policy Statement – People, Place and Policy-
Growing Tourism to 2025. 

The Study assesses skills demand at all NFQ levels, with a particular focus on career pro-
gression opportunities for those at lower skilled levels to help fill anticipated job openings.  The 
report provides a set of recommendations designed to address the skills requirements of the 
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sector over the period to 2020.  A key recommendation in the report was the need to set up of a 
National Oversight and Advisory Group comprising all the key hospitality stakeholders.

Following on this recommendation, the Hospitality Skills Oversight Group was established 
early last year, chaired by SOLAS for the first year.  To date the group has held seven meetings.  
Membership of the Group includes the Restaurant Association of Ireland, the Irish Hotel Feder-
ation, Irish Hospitality Institute, Licenced Vintners Association, Vintners Federation of Ireland, 
Fáilte Ireland, Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, Department of Education and 
Skills, Department of Social Protection, Higher Education Authority, Skillnets, SOLAS, ETBs, 
IoTs, DIT and Quality and Qualifications Ireland.

The role of the Group is to monitor progress on the implementation of the recommendations 
of the EGFSN and to provide a forum for on-going collaboration in addressing the skills needs 
of the sector and to identify and progress actions to overcome barriers on its implementation.

The Group plan to publish a progress report later this year.  To date work has been un-
dertaken on careers promotion via a range of fora, the launch of the Tourism Insight online 
programme –aimed at promoting careers in tourism and hospitality with particular reference 
to transition year and Youthreach participants.  Audits of both higher and further education fa-
cilities and courses are underway as well as the establishment of a Restaurant and Hospitality 
Skillnet which aims to address key skills requirements of restaurants and catering companies to 
help drive the domestic hospitality sector, employment growth, talent attraction and retention. 

Funded through the National Training Fund by my Department, the network plans to design 
tailored programmes covering all aspects of the restaurant, food and beverage industry to SMEs 
nationally, with a particular focus on career progression for those at lower skilled levels to help 
fill anticipated job openings and increase retention levels within the sector and is well placed to 
address key recommendations of the EGFSN 2015 Report on the Future Skills.

Last week, I launched the 2016-2020 Action Plan to expand Apprenticeship and Traineeship 
in Ireland, setting out how state agencies, education and training providers and employers will 
work together to deliver on the Programme for Government commitments on the expansion of 
apprenticeship and traineeship in the period to 2020.  The Plan sets out how we will manage 
the pipeline of new apprenticeships already established through the first call for proposals in 
2015 and also commits to a new call for apprenticeship proposals later this year, to provide for 
the needs of all sectors, including hospitality and tourism.  Over the lifetime of the Action Plan, 
50,000 people will be registered on apprenticeship and traineeship programmes representing a 
doubling of current activity.

Work is progressing on the development of a new Commis Chef Apprenticeship led by the 
Irish Hotels Federation and the Restaurants Association of Ireland working with Kerry Educa-
tion and Training Board.  It is planned that this programme will commence later this year.  The 
Apprenticeship Council also recently approved development funding for a separate proposal to 
develop a Chef de Partie Apprenticeship.  The Apprenticeship Council will continue to work 
with the proposers of these new programmes to develop them into sustainable apprenticeships 
that can be delivered on a nationwide basis.  The funding for planned and forecast expansion in 
2017 will see an additional €20 million provided. 

 In 2015 a new Career Traineeship initiative was begun by SOLAS in collaboration with 
ETBs and enterprise to develop a more effective model of work-based learning, primarily at 
NFQ levels 4 and 5, incorporating best national and international research and practice.  Net-
works of Employers have been created to facilitate partnerships between ETBs and employers 
in identifying training needs, designing the training programmes, recruitment of learners and 
delivery of the training on and off the job.  The Career Traineeship model of work-based learn-
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ing is currently being piloted with the Hospitality and Engineering sectors, with the involve-
ment of seven ETBs.

Given the breadth and range of programmes within the Further Education and Training 
(FET) sector, it is not possible to provide details of funding and places on a county by county 
basis across specific sectoral provision.  However, one way in which Solas classify FET provi-
sion is by the career areas which it serves.  The following table on provision in the FET sector, 
shows the total number of beneficiaries in the career areas of Food and Beverage and Tourism 
in each of the sixteen Education and Training Boards for 2015 along with that planned for 2016.  
As yet, final 2016 figures are not available.

While it is not possible to give details of expenditure at the level of career areas, the scale 
of total investment in FET and the numbers served on both a full and part time basis are also 
included in the table. 

In relation to the number of tourism and hospitality skills training positions within the high-
er education sector in 2015 and 2016 and the amount of funding allocated for tourism and 
hospitality skills training in the same years, it is not possible to give a breakdown by county as 
students can apply for courses throughout the country, through the CAO application process.  
However the table on provision in the higher education sector gives a breakdown outlining the 
number of training positions and the total estimated funding allocated which is categorised by 
each individual Institute.

In 2015 the total number of student in higher education courses in this sector was 8,220 with 
estimated funding allocated of approx. €47.4million and in 2016 the total number of students 
for the sector was 8,033 with estimated funding allocated of approx. €48.4m.  The funding 
detailed in this response includes an estimation of grants allocated to these courses, student 
contribution and free fees.  The student numbers are calculated as full time equivalents (FTE) 
which includes part time and full time student counts.

This analysis of the higher education sector includes all courses within the following cat-
egories:  

- Tourism/Hotel/Leisure/Event 

- Hospitality & Culinary 

- Heritage & Cultural.

I also understand that a limited amount of complementary tourism-related business develop-
ment and training supports are provided by Fáilte Ireland, the agency responsible for encourag-
ing, promoting and supporting tourism as a leading indigenous component of the Irish econo-
my.  However, I have no role or responsibility in relation to Fáilte Ireland.  Matters relating to 
that agency and its training and business supports are matters for my colleague, the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport

Summary of 2015-2016 - Tourism and Hospitality Courses Higher Education Sector. 

Institute 2015  - 2016  - - Total
Student 
Nos

Amount € Student 
Nos

Amount € Student 
Nos

Total 
Amount €

AIT 427 2,538,000 384 2,477,000 811 5,015,000
ITB 231 1,541,000 223 1,541,000 454 3,082,000
ITC 109 730,000 143 910,000 252 1,640,000
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Institute 2015  - 2016  - - Total
Student 
Nos

Amount € Student 
Nos

Amount € Student 
Nos

Total 
Amount €

CIT 896 5,161,000 885 5,261,000 1781 10,422,000
DKIT 450 2,272,000 462 2,521,000 912 4,793,000
DIT 2482 14,143,000 2471 14,085,000 4953 28,228,000
DLIADT 21 10,000 56 21,000 77 31,000
GMIT 1130 6,051,000 1065 5,934,000 2195 11,985,000
LYIT 219 1,475,000 203 1,455,000 422 2,930,000
LIT (incl 
LIT Tipp) 

447 2,657,000 438 3,015,000 885 5,672,000

ITS 331 1,746,000 301 1,696,000 632 3,442,000
ITTD 241 1,573,000 270 1,861,000 511 3,434,000
ITTR 649 3,844,000 596 4,129,000 1245 7,973,000
WIT 587 3,667,000 536 3,560,000 1123 7,227,000
Total 8220 47,408,000 8033 48,468,000 16,253 95,874,000

Summary of 2015-2016 - Tourism and Hospitality Courses - FET Sector

2015 2016
ETB Skill Cluster Provision type Inputs

Total Actuals Total Projected
CAVAN AND 
MONAGHAN 
ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

94 114

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

222 162

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

33 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

349 276

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

90 127

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

9 0

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

99 127
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2015 2016
ETB Skill Cluster Provision type Inputs

Total Actuals Total Projected
CITY OF DUB-
LIN ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

244 368

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

47 50

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

291 418

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

1269 685

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 3

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

1269 688

CORK ETB Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

366 422

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

43 36

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

24 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

433 458

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

763 524

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 40

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0
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2015 2016
ETB Skill Cluster Provision type Inputs

Total Actuals Total Projected
Total   PROVI-
SION

763 564

DONEGAL 
ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 0

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 0

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

32 8

Total   PROVI-
SION

32 8

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

95 0

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 0

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

95 0

DUBLIN 
AND DUN-
LAOGHAIRE 
ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

3 46

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

56 28

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

59 74

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

119 269
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2015 2016
ETB Skill Cluster Provision type Inputs

Total Actuals Total Projected
Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 65

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

22 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

141 334

GALWAY AND 
ROSCOMMON 
ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 21

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

65 176

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

65 197

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 74

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

30 73

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0

Total   PROVI-
SION

30 147

KERRY ETB Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

56 94

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

20 20

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

76 114
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2015 2016
ETB Skill Cluster Provision type Inputs

Total Actuals Total Projected
Tourism Total  FULL 

TIME PROVI-
SION

31 164

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 0

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 80

Total   PROVI-
SION

31 244

KILDARE 
AND WICK-
LOW ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

27 144

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

42 105

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

10 8

Total   PROVI-
SION

79 257

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

93 122

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

29 54

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

122 176

KILKENNY 
AND CARLOW 
ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

42 54

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

192 111
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2015 2016
ETB Skill Cluster Provision type Inputs

Total Actuals Total Projected
Total   PROVI-
SION

234 165

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 47

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

9 0

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

9 47

LAOIS AND 
OFFALY ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

23

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

17 121

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

182 25

Total   PROVI-
SION

199 169

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 0

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

13 36

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

13 36

LIMERICK 
AND CLARE 
ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

127 186

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

178 158
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2015 2016
ETB Skill Cluster Provision type Inputs

Total Actuals Total Projected
Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

305 344

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

151 147

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 0

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

151 147

LONGFORD 
AND WEST-
MEATH ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

18 44

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

45 0

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

63 44

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

40 147

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 0

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

40 147

LOUTH AND 
MEATH ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

58 155
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2015 2016
ETB Skill Cluster Provision type Inputs

Total Actuals Total Projected
Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 0

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

58 155

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

93 40

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 48

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

93 88

MAYO, SLIGO 
AND LEITRIM 
ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

110 127

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

76 172

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

86 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

272 299

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

168 197

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 15

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

168 212
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2015 2016
ETB Skill Cluster Provision type Inputs

Total Actuals Total Projected
TIPPERARY 
ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

10 13

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

56 50

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

66 63

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

67 49

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

0 0

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0

Total   PROVI-
SION

67 49

WATERFORD 
AND WEX-
FORD ETB

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

55 70

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

55 94

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

75 64

Total   PROVI-
SION

185 228

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

160 286

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

16 75

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

0 0
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2015 2016
ETB Skill Cluster Provision type Inputs

Total Actuals Total Projected
Total   PROVI-
SION

176 361

Total ETB Pro-
vision

Food and Bever-
age 

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

1168 1827

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

964 1226

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

634 216

Total   PROVI-
SION

2766 3269

Tourism Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

3139 2878

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

106 409

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

22 80

Total  ETB  
PROVISION

3267 3367

Total ETB Pro-
vision

Food and Bever-
age & Tourism

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

4307 4705

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

1070 1635

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

656 296

Total  ETB  
PROVISION

6033 6636

Momentum Food and Bever-
age & Tourism

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

1144 134
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2015 2016
ETB Skill Cluster Provision type Inputs

Total Actuals Total Projected
Total FET Pro-
vision

Food and Bever-
age & Tourism

Total  FULL 
TIME PROVI-
SION

5451 4839

Total  PART 
TIME PROVI-
SION

1070 1635

Total  COM-
MUNITY EDU-
CATION 

656 296

Total  FET  
PROVISION

7177 6770

ETB Skill Cluster Provision type Total Accruals Inputs
Total Projected

2015 2016

2015

 - Beneficiaries Actual  Actual Expenditure
Total  FULL TIME PROVI-
SION

126,567 €405,919,922

Total  PART TIME PROVI-
SION

152,212 €65,033,976

Total  COMMUNITY EDU-
CATION 

66,616 €10,914,066

2016

- Beneficiaries Planned Planned Expenditure
Total  FULL TIME PROVI-
SION

126,153 €400,622,733

Total  PART TIME PROVI-
SION

134,839 €65,373,528

Total  COMMUNITY EDU-
CATION 

51,999 €10,727,731

31/01/2017WRG08700National Educational Psychological Service

31/01/2017WRG08800146. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
a hospital appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4186/17]

31/01/2017WRG08900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the the Deputy will be 
aware my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) provides educa-
tional psychology service to all primary and post primary schools through an assigned NEPS 
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psychologist and in some cases through the Scheme for Commissioning Psychological As-
sessments (SCPA), full details of which are on the Department’s website.  Under this scheme 
schools can have an assessment carried out by a member of the panel of private psychologists 
approved by NEPS, and NEPS will pay the psychologist the fees for this assessment directly.

In common with many other psychological services and best international practice, NEPS 
has adopted a consultative model of service.  The focus is on empowering teachers to inter-
vene effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild to severe and transient to enduring.  
Psychologists use a problem solving and solution oriented consultative approach to maximize 
positive outcomes for these pupils.  NEPS encourages schools to use a continuum based assess-
ment and intervention process whereby each school takes responsibility for initial assessment, 
educational planning and remedial intervention for pupils with learning, emotional or behav-
ioural difficulties.  Teachers may consult their NEPS psychologist should they need to at this 
stage in the process.  Only in the event of a failure to make reasonable progress, in spite of the 
school’s best efforts in consultation with NEPS, will the psychologist become involved with an 
individual child for intensive intervention or assessment. 

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually.  It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention.

If the parents of the child, the subject of this question, have specific concerns about his 
educational progress I would advise, in the first instance, that they speak to the Principal of the 
school with a view to raising these concerns with the school’s assigned NEPS psychologist.  I 
have checked the matter with the local NEPS service and as yet no approach has been made by 
school authorities to NEPS in this connection.

  Questions Nos. 147 to 159, inclusive, answered with Question No. 145.

31/01/2017WRH00250School Accommodation

31/01/2017WRH00300160. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ex-
amine the standard of facilities in a school (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3750/17]

31/01/2017WRH00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department has no record of receiving an application for major capital works from the 
school in question. Any application received will be considered and a response will be con-
veyed to the school authority subsequently.

31/01/2017WRH00450Education Grants

31/01/2017WRH00500161. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the criteria that is 
used in means testing applicants for grants and assistance under the Secondary Education Com-
mittee fund; the different level of grants potentially awarded to applicants and other relevant 
rules related to the fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [3764/17]

31/01/2017WRH00600181. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if, in view of the dif-
ficulty being experienced by many parents hoping to access funding from the Secondary Educa-
tion Committee, which is means tested, he will outline the guidelines for the scheme; the level 
of a grant available to aid a person whose parents are on a certain income; the threshold for that 
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income; the level of the grant to that person; the way in which funds are dispensed; the amount 
involved; the number of persons accessing the scheme; and the guidelines used to determine if 
a child is in need of the funds.  [3964/17]

31/01/2017WRH00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 161 and 181 together.

My Department will arrange for the issues raised by the Deputies to be brought to the atten-
tion of the Secondary Education Committee.

With regard to the fee-charging Protestant schools, an arrangement exists whereby funding 
is provided by my Department to the Secondary Education Committee, an organisation run by 
the churches involved in managing the Protestant secondary schools. 

The Secondary Education Committee then disburses funds to the Protestant fee-charging 
schools on behalf of pupils who would otherwise have difficulty with the cost of fees and who, 
in the absence of such financial support, would be unable to attend a second level school of a 
reformed church or Protestant ethos.  Funding currently amounts to €6.75 million annually.  
This fund ensures that necessitous Protestant children can attend a school of their choice.

The overall process used by the Secondary Education Committee involves the following:

- Submission of a completed application to the Secondary Education Committee.  Guidance 
is provided to parents in relation to the application process.   

- The child must be a verified member of a recognised Protestant religion 

- The child must be planning to attend a school included in block grant scheme 

- Parents/guardians are means tested as part of the application process

- Grants are paid at different levels and not as a proportion of fees charged.

- Boarding grant is only available if child lives more than 30km from school.

Application Procedure:

- Application forms are sent in late October annually to schools

- Application forms are forwarded to parents 

- Religion criteria is verified by a recognised clergy person

- Financial information and supporting documents (e.g. P60 tax form) is submitted to the 
Secondary Education Committee with the application form.

- Closing date for receipt of completed applications is 28th February.

- Applications are means tested and fully assessed by end of March

- Secondary Education Committee Board decides amount for each grant level in early April 
and provisional notification is issued thereafter to applicants

- Approved applications are offered by mid-May

- Grant funds accepted are paid directly to schools in 3 term payments.

Financial Criteria:
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The means test establishes whether applicants are in need of financial assistance to afford 
to send their child to a secondary school that accords with their religious ethos.  It also assesses 
the level of assistance needed.  The threshold for the allocation of funding is calculated on an 
annual basis and is derived from a calculation based on the total number of eligible applications 
in relation to the available funds. 

For example, the level and number of grants awarded in 2016/17 school year was as follows:

- Day Grants Boarding Grants
No. of Grants awarded 1,377 867
Level of Grants awarded €261   - €2,682 €957   - €7,629

31/01/2017WRH00750State Claims Agency

31/01/2017WRH00800162. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will change 
the terms under which the State Claims Agency is allowed to make ex gratia payments to the 
victims of school child sexual abuse, in view of the fact that these terms will preclude the ma-
jority of such victims from claiming any compensation (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [3765/17]

31/01/2017WRH00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The State Claims Agency 
(SCA) manages school child sexual abuse litigation being taken against the State.  In December 
2014, the Government authorised the SCA to offer “out of court” settlements to persons taking 
cases of school child sexual abuse against the State where their cases come within the terms of 
the ECtHR judgment in the Louise O’Keeffe case and are not statute barred.

In July 2015, the Government agreed that it would respond to those who instituted legal 
proceedings in relation to school child sexual abuse but had discontinued their cases by offer-
ing ex gratia payments. It was decided that such payments would be offered to those persons 
whose cases were not statute barred prior to their proceedings being discontinued and where 
the person can demonstrate that their circumstances involved sexual abuse of a school child by 
a primary or post-primary school employee in respect of whom there was a prior complaint of 
sexual abuse to a school authority (including an authority of a school in which the employee 
had previously worked) prior to the issue of the Department of Education guidelines to primary 
and post-primary schools in 1991 and 1992 respectively.

For the purposes of the settlement of litigation and the Government’s ex gratia scheme, there 
is no strict interpretation as to what constitutes a “prior complaint.”   The State must be satis-
fied on the balance of probabilities that there was a prior complaint but the State does not insist 
on a strict evidential standard in assessing the material put forward by an applicant.  A holistic 
analysis of the case is undertaken and a flexible approach is adopted.

In assessing whether a settlement will be offered or whether an applicant comes within the 
ex gratia scheme, the State will consider instances of abuse which occurred in both primary and 
post-primary schools.  

In assessing a case or application, the State works on the basis that a prior complaint in-
cludes not only complaints made to teachers but also complaints made to any person(s) in au-
thority in a school. 

The conditions attached to the ex-Gratia scheme have been agreed by Government and al-
low for the State Claims Agency to make settlement offers where the claims come within the 
terms of the ECtHR Judgement and are not statute barred.



31 January 2017

205

I don’t consider it necessary to revisit the terms of the scheme. 

31/01/2017WRH00950Student Support Schemes

31/01/2017WRH01000163. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
persons that applied for the pilot support scheme 2016 (details supplied); the number of persons 
that were successful in their application for the pilot support scheme 2016; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [3791/17]

31/01/2017WRH01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): 15 Pilot Support Scheme 
applications were received for the 2016/17 academic year with 2 qualifying for support. 

Most applicants who did not qualify for support, failed to qualify under two or more criteria. 
The reasons why applicants did not qualify for a support were as follows:

- Did not have five years in the Irish Education system;

- Did not meet the criteria for permission to reside under the scheme; 

- Did not complete the Leaving Certificate; 

- Did not have residence in Ireland for five years prior to their application to the pilot 
scheme; and

- Application received after the closing date of 4th November 2016.

31/01/2017WRH01150Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools Scheme

31/01/2017WRH01200164. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the new DEIS programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3798/17]

31/01/2017WRH01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): A process to review the 
DEIS Programme has recently been completed and it is my intention to publish a new Action 
Plan for Educational Inclusion in the coming weeks.

The review process has looked comprehensively at all aspects of DEIS, including the range 
and impact of different elements of the School Support Programme, the potential for innovation 
within and between schools and its scope for increased integration of services provided by other 
Departments and Agencies, in order to improve effectiveness

The development of a new assessment framework using centrally held CSO and DES data 
for the identification of schools for inclusion in a new Programme is also included in the review 
process.  The number of schools to be included in the programme will be determined by this 
proposed new assessment framework, which will assess all schools in the country. Schools 
are not required to make an application for assessment as the methodology being developed 
involves the use of centrally held data already available to my Department.

A series of pilot schemes aimed at introducing measures shown to work well in improving 
results for disadvantaged students will be introduced.  Targeted measures to be included are, 
School Leadership, School networking/clustering, teaching methodologies, integration of all 
supports within communities, greater use of HSCL services.

Implementation of actions arising from the Action Plan for Educational Inclusion will begin 
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in the 2017/18 school year, and will be a continuing theme in our wider Annual Action Plan for 
Education.

Gaelscoil Issues

31/01/2017WRJ00200165. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
establish all-Irish language primary schools in north Kildare; his further plans to increase ca-
pacity at existing all-Irish language schools in north Kildare; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [3811/17]

31/01/2017WRJ00300186. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is stra-
tegically managing the demand for gaelscoileanna and gaelcoláistí places for pupils in the aca-
demic year 2017/2018; the method and/or strategy he is using in terms of enabling families to 
access places in the schools and areas of their choice; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [4032/17]

31/01/2017WRJ00400190. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in 
which he will provide equality of opportunity to the pupils of north Kildare, wherein it has been 
demonstrated year on year that there is a demand for increased capacity in both Gaelscoilleana 
and gaelcoláistí; the way in which he will cater for the needs of these pupils in instances in 
which they are denied access to education through their chosen language of Irish; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [4038/17]

31/01/2017WRJ00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 165, 186 and 190 together.

Three Gaelscoileanna, located in Kilcock, Leixlip and Naas, currently serve the North 
Kildare area at primary level.  At post-primary level, as the Deputy will be aware, Maynooth 
Community College opened in 2014 with an Irish-medium Aonad.  It was stated that should 
the Aonad demonstrate sufficient viability after four years from its date of establishment, a 
Gaelcholáiste would be established.   In this regard, my Department will continue to work 
closely with Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training Board and An Foras Pátrúnachta in 
relation to the establishment of the Gaelcholáiste. 

As you will appreciate, my Department’s resources are prioritised to ensure that schools in 
an area can, between them, cater for all pupils seeking school places in that area and that every 
child has access to a school place.  In this context, my Department uses a Geographical Infor-
mation System to identify the areas under increased demographic pressure nationwide. The sys-
tem uses data from the Central Statistics Office, Ordnance Survey Ireland, the Department of 
Social Protection and information from my Department’s own databases. With this information, 
my Department carries out nationwide demographic analyses to determine where additional 
school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level.

When it is decided that a new school is required in an area, my Department runs a separate 
patronage process to decide who will operate the school. This patronage process incorporates 
consideration of, and the potential for, Irish-medium provision. It is open to all patron bodies 
and prospective patrons, including patrons involved in Irish-medium provision and indeed any 
prospective patron which wishes to provide Irish-medium education, to apply for patronage of a 
new school under the patronage process. Parental preferences for each patron, together with the 
extent of diversity currently available in the area, are key to decisions in relation to the outcome 
of this process. In this regard, as part of the application process, prospective patrons must sub-
mit completed parental preferences for their model of patronage and also parental preference 
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for Irish-medium or English-medium provision.

Earlier this week, I announced my plans aimed at providing more multi-denominational and 
non-denominational schools across the country, in line with the choices of families and school 
communities.  The new plans incorporate the provision of additional multi-denominational 
schools in either of the nation’s languages.  Accordingly, in addition to the patronage process 
which I have outlined above, this provides additional opportunities for increasing the number 
of multi-denominational, Irish-medium schools available to parents nationwide. 

Gaelcholáistí Issues

31/01/2017WRJ00600166. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
establish an all-Irish secondary school in north Kildare in view of the fact that the west Dublin 
option is over-subscribed, that there are seven sixth classes each year in north Kildare and that 
Dunboyne in County Meath and Edenderry in County Offaly are feeder schools; the reason it 
is necessary to again establish a demand for this school option in view of the fact that there has 
been an established pattern of students progressing to all-Irish language secondary schools; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [3812/17]

31/01/2017WRJ00700183. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 20 of 9 April 2014, if he will consider the establishment of an in-
dependent gaelchóláiste, in view of the fact that demand is consistently increasing year on year 
in north Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4004/17]

31/01/2017WRJ00800251. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 100 of 18 January 2017, if the enrolment to an institution (details sup-
plied) for September 2017 will be the determining factor in demonstrating viability for the 
establishment of a gaelcholáiste in north Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[4482/17]

31/01/2017WRJ00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 166, 183 and 251 together.

Maynooth Community College opened in 2014 with an Irish-medium Aonad.  It was stated 
that should the Aonad demonstrate sufficient viability after four years from its date of establish-
ment, a Gaelcholáiste would be established.  

As part of the November 2015 announcement on the new primary and post-primary schools 
which will open in 2017 and 2018, and in view of the continued support for a Gaelcholáiste, it 
was confirmed that a Gaelcholáiste to serve the North Kildare area will open in 2019, subject to 
the continued viability of the Irish-medium Aonad at Maynooth Community College. 

In this regard, my Department will continue to work closely with the Education and Train-
ing Board and An Foras Pátrúnachta in relation to the establishment of the Gaelcholáiste.

Schools Building Projects Status

31/01/2017WRJ01000167. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
on the provision of a permanent extension for a school (details supplied); when work will com-
mence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3823/17]

31/01/2017WRJ01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The second phase of the 
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building project referred to by the Deputy was authorized to proceed to tender in October 2016.

The Design Team has recently conducted the pre-qualification of suitable contractors and 
is currently finalizing a shortlist of up to ten contractors who will be requested to tender for the 
project. Once the shortlist has been finalized tenders will issue for the construction of the new 
accommodation.

Subject to no issues arising it is anticipated that construction will commence in the summer 
of 2017 and the project will take approximately 18 months to complete.

Schools Building Projects

31/01/2017WRJ01200168. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ap-
prove a new school building to progress to tender stage (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [3836/17]

31/01/2017WRJ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning-Stage 2(b), which 
includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire Certificate and Disability Access Cer-
tificate and the preparation of Tender Documents.  All statutory approvals have been secured.  

The Design Team have been requested to review the impact of the recently introduced 
changes to the Public Works Contracts (PWC) and to revert to my Department with an assess-
ment of what, if any, additional works are required to bring the tender documents into line with 
those changes.

Once the Stage 2b (Detailed Design) submission is received and reviewed by my Depart-
ment and subject to no further issues arising my officials will revert to the school with regard to 
the further progression of the project at that time.

Schools Site Acquisitions

31/01/2017WRJ01400169. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a perma-
nent location for a school (details supplied) has been selected; if so, the location; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3860/17]

31/01/2017WRJ01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that a permanent accommodation solution for the school to which he refers, has been identified. 
My Department will be in contact with the school authority in due course. However, due to the 
sensitivity of the position, my Department is unable to comment further at this time.

Student Data

31/01/2017WRJ01600170. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Education and Skills the post-prima-
ry, first year student population by individual school in County Louth for the school years 2014-
2015 and 2015-2016 and for September to December 2016; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [3913/17]

31/01/2017WRJ01700171. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Education and Skills the post-prima-
ry, second year student population by individual school in County Louth for the school years 
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2014-2015 and 2015-2016 and for September to December 2016; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [3916/17]

31/01/2017WRJ01800172. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Education and Skills the post-prima-
ry, first year student population by individual school in County Louth for the current academic 
year to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [3919/17]

31/01/2017WRJ01900174. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Education and Skills the post-primary, 
second year student population by individual school in County Louth for the current academic 
year to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [3923/17]

31/01/2017WRJ02000176. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total post-
primary student population in County Louth for the current academic year to date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [3927/17]

31/01/2017WRJ02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 170 to 172, inclusive, 174 and 176 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that the student enrolment data that she seek for Co Louth on 
an individual school basis for schools years 2014/15, 2015/16 and 2016/17 are outlined in the 
following spreadsheet.

I would advise the Deputy that the student enrolment figures for 2016/17 are still only pro-
visional and Officials in my Department advise me that these figures will be finalised in the 
coming weeks.

1st and 2nd and total mainstream nationally for 2014/2015, 2015/2016 and 2016/2017

Academic 
Year

Roll 
Number

Official 
School 
Name

Address 1 Address 2 Address 3 First Year 
Student 
Popula-
tion

Second 
Year 
Student 
Popula-
tion

Total 
Main-
stream 
Popula-
tion

2014/15 63840C St. 
Joseph’s 
C.B.S.

New-
foundwell 
Rd

Drogheda Co Louth 136 151 653

2014/15 63841E St Mary’s 
Diocesan 
School

Beamore 
Road

Drogheda Co. Louth 169 147 795

2014/15 63850F Our 
Ladys 
College

Green-
hills

Drogheda Co Louth 163 176 965

2014/15 63860I Sacred 
Heart 
Sec-
ondary 
School

Sunny-
side

Drogheda Co Louth 118 109 590

2014/15 63870L Drogheda 
Grammar 
School

Morning-
ton Rd

Drogheda Co Louth 38 65 256

2014/15 63880O Colaiste 
Rís

Sraid an 
tSéipéil

Dún 
Dealgan

Co Lú 106 114 571

2014/15 63890R St Mary’s 
College

Nicholas 
Street

Dundalk Co Louth 132 140 662

2014/15 63891T De La 
Salle Col-
lege

Castle-
blaney 
Road

Dundalk Co. Louth 136 142 766
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Academic 
Year

Roll 
Number

Official 
School 
Name

Address 1 Address 2 Address 3 First Year 
Student 
Popula-
tion

Second 
Year 
Student 
Popula-
tion

Total 
Main-
stream 
Popula-
tion

2014/15 63900R St Vin-
cent’s 
Sec-
ondary 
School

Seatown 
Place

Dundalk Co. Louth 162 164 916

2014/15 63910U St Louis 
Sec-
ondary 
School

Dun 
Lughaidh

Dundalk Co Louth 77 102 548

2014/15 63920A Dundalk 
Grammar 
School

The Cres-
cent

Dundalk Co Louth 90 103 547

2014/15 71750U Bush Post 
Primary 
School

River-
stown

Dundalk Co Louth 96 125 556

2014/15 71761C St 
Oliver’s 
Com-
munity 
College

Rathmul-
len Road

Drogheda Co. Louth 222 255 1,272

2014/15 71770D Ó Fiaich 
College

Dublin 
Road

Dundalk Co. Louth 49 77 351

2014/15 71780G Scoil Ui 
Mhuiri

Barn 
Road

Dunleer Co. Louth 119 135 651

2014/15 76195U Coláiste 
Chú Chu-
lainn

Dundalk Dundalk 95 23 118

2014/15 91441T Ardee 
Commu-
nity 
School

Ardee Co Louth 130 124 698

2014/15 91573N Bally-
makenny 
College

Bally-
makenny 
Road

Drogheda 63 63

2014/15 
Total

2,101 2,152 10,978

2015/16 63840C St. 
Joseph’s 
C.B.S.

New-
foundwell 
Rd

Drogheda Co Louth 136 138 673

2015/16 63841E St Mary’s 
Diocesan 
School

Beamore 
Road

Drogheda Co. Louth 139 163 781

2015/16 63850F Our 
Ladys 
College

Green-
hills

Drogheda Co Louth 173 162 956

2015/16 63860I Sacred 
Heart 
Sec-
ondary 
School

Sunny-
side

Drogheda Co Louth 98 117 593
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Academic 
Year

Roll 
Number

Official 
School 
Name

Address 1 Address 2 Address 3 First Year 
Student 
Popula-
tion

Second 
Year 
Student 
Popula-
tion

Total 
Main-
stream 
Popula-
tion

2015/16 63870L Drogheda 
Grammar 
School

Morning-
ton Rd

Drogheda Co Louth 49 44 268

2015/16 63880O Colaiste 
Rís

Sraid an 
tSéipéil

Dún 
Dealgan

Co Lú 105 101 588

2015/16 63890R St Mary’s 
College

Nicholas 
Street

Dundalk Co Louth 126 133 701

2015/16 63891T De La 
Salle Col-
lege

Castle-
blaney 
Road

Dundalk Co. Louth 122 133 741

2015/16 63900R St Vin-
cent’s 
Sec-
ondary 
School

Seatown 
Place

Dundalk Co. Louth 144 161 916

2015/16 63910U St Louis 
Sec-
ondary 
School

Dun 
Lughaidh

Dundalk Co Louth 104 80 560

2015/16 63920A Dundalk 
Grammar 
School

The Cres-
cent

Dundalk Co Louth 89 93 551

2015/16 71750U Bush Post 
Primary 
School

River-
stown

Dundalk Co Louth 108 95 568

2015/16 71761C St 
Oliver’s 
Com-
munity 
College

Rathmul-
len Road

Drogheda Co. Louth 230 224 1,266

2015/16 71770D Ó Fiaich 
College

Dublin 
Road

Dundalk Co. Louth 67 51 362

2015/16 71780G Scoil Ui 
Mhuiri

Barn 
Road

Dunleer Co. Louth 100 119 622

2015/16 76195U Coláiste 
Chú Chu-
lainn

Dundalk Dundalk 96 92 210

2015/16 91441T Ardee 
Commu-
nity 
School

Ardee Co Louth 134 132 715

2015/16 91573N Bally-
makenny 
College

Bally-
makenny 
Road

Drogheda 113 69 182

2015/16 
Total

2,133 2,107 11,253

2016/17 63840C St. 
Joseph’s 
C.B.S.

New-
foundwell 
Rd

Drogheda Co Louth 158 133 727

2016/17 63841E St Mary’s 
Diocesan 
School

Beamore 
Road

Drogheda Co. Louth 142 140 756
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Academic 
Year

Roll 
Number

Official 
School 
Name

Address 1 Address 2 Address 3 First Year 
Student 
Popula-
tion

Second 
Year 
Student 
Popula-
tion

Total 
Main-
stream 
Popula-
tion

2016/17 63850F Our 
Ladys 
College

Green-
hills

Drogheda Co Louth 178 175 954

2016/17 63860I Sacred 
Heart 
Sec-
ondary 
School

Sunny-
side

Drogheda Co Louth 119 99 599

2016/17 63870L Drogheda 
Grammar 
School

Morning-
ton Rd

Drogheda Co Louth 65 53 303

2016/17 63880O Colaiste 
Rís

Sraid an 
tSéipéil

Dún 
Dealgan

Co Lú 128 106 611

2016/17 63890R St Mary’s 
College

Nicholas 
Street

Dundalk Co Louth 139 126 703

2016/17 63891T De La 
Salle Col-
lege

Castle-
blaney 
Road

Dundalk Co. Louth 126 121 738

2016/17 63900R St Vin-
cent’s 
Sec-
ondary 
School

Seatown 
Place

Dundalk Co. Louth 151 147 917

2016/17 63910U St Louis 
Sec-
ondary 
School

Dun 
Lughaidh

Dundalk Co Louth 82 110 550

2016/17 63920A Dundalk 
Grammar 
School

The Cres-
cent

Dundalk Co Louth 89 98 560

2016/17 71750U Bush Post 
Primary 
School

River-
stown

Dundalk Co Louth 117 105 575

2016/17 71761C St 
Oliver’s 
Com-
munity 
College

Rathmul-
len Road

Drogheda Co. Louth 247 229 1,292

2016/17 71770D Ó Fiaich 
College

Dublin 
Road

Dundalk Co. Louth 44 72 348

2016/17 71780G Scoil Ui 
Mhuiri

Barn 
Road

Dunleer Co. Louth 100 103 597

2016/17 76195U Coláiste 
Chú Chu-
lainn

Dundalk Dundalk 78 96 287

2016/17 91441T Ardee 
Commu-
nity 
School

Ardee Co Louth 149 134 738

2016/17 91573N Bally-
makenny 
College

Bally-
makenny 
Road

Drogheda 119 120 311



31 January 2017

213

Academic 
Year

Roll 
Number

Official 
School 
Name

Address 1 Address 2 Address 3 First Year 
Student 
Popula-
tion

Second 
Year 
Student 
Popula-
tion

Total 
Main-
stream 
Popula-
tion

2016/17 
Total

2,231 2,167 11,566

Student Data

31/01/2017WRJ02200173. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total post-
primary, first year student population for the current academic year to date; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [3921/17]

31/01/2017WRJ02300175. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total post-
primary, second year student population for the current academic year to date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [3925/17]

31/01/2017WRJ02400177. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total post-
primary student population for the current academic year to date; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [3929/17]

31/01/2017WRJ02500178. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total post-
primary student population for the school years 2014-2015 and 2015-2016; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [3931/17]

31/01/2017WRJ02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 173, 175, 177 and 178 together.

The post primary student data in the following spreadsheet gives details of national student 
enrolment figures for schools years 2014/15, 2015/16 and 2016/17.

I wish to advised the Deputy that the enrolment figures for 2016/17 are still only provi-
sional. The officials in my Department advise that these will be finalised in the coming weeks. 
The spreadsheet includes student date as follows;

- National enrolment figures for first year students

- National enrolment figures for second year students and

- Overall student enrolment figures for mainstream students only.

1st and 2nd and total mainstream nationally for 2014/2015, 2015/2016 and 2016/2017

Academic Year First Year Student 
Population

Second Year Student 
Population

Total Mainstream 
Population

2014/15 62,527 61,229 339,199
2015/16 63,451 62,975 345,544
2016/17 65,047 64,103 352,247

Question No. 174 answered with Question No. 170.

Question No. 175 answered with Question No. 173.
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Question No. 176 answered with Question No. 170.

Questions Nos. 177 and 178 answered with Question No. 173.

Education Funding

31/01/2017WRK00300179. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
amount of the European Social Fund, ESF, that is being used for local training initiative centres 
here; the amount of ESF funding that goes towards the Muirhevnamor local training initia-
tive, Muirhevna Park, Dundalk, County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[3935/17]

31/01/2017WRK00400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan) 
(Deputy John Halligan): The current ESF Programme for Employability, Inclusion and Learn-
ing (PEIL) 2014-2020 includes an ETB Training for the Unemployed activity.  The projects 
currently selected for support under this activity are Specific Skills Training; Bridging-courses 
and Traineeships.  The Local Training Initiative Programme (LTI) has not, to date, been select-
ed for inclusion in the activity.  The ESF Managing Authority, within my Department, and the 
Operational Programme Monitoring Committee maintains an ongoing overview of the funding 
allocations under the PEIL and will re-allocate the available funding as required, in accordance 
with the EU Regulatory provisions, over the lifetime of the PEIL. 

The inclusion or otherwise of the LTI in the PEIL for ESF support does not impact on its 
funding, which is a matter for the relevant ETBs in consultation with SOLAS.

Education and Training Provision

31/01/2017WRK00500180. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider 
purchasing the old St Senan’s Hospital in Enniscorthy and use it for providing a centre for third 
level education, a centre for second level education and developing the hospital as a training 
centre for apprenticeships; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3936/17]

31/01/2017WRK00600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan) 
(Deputy John Halligan): As the Deputy may be aware, there is a requirement for accommoda-
tion to meet broad educational needs in the Enniscorthy area.  Officials in my Department have 
engaged with officials in the Local Authority, officials in Waterford and Wexford Education and 
Training Board and with other stakeholders in this regard.

The former St. Senan’s Hospital property has been identified as one of a number of options 
to be assessed in the context of educational requirements.  The potential future use of that prop-
erty forms part of that appraisal process.

Question No. 181 answered with Question No. 161.

School Enrolments

31/01/2017WRK00800182. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the current 
enrolment numbers and the capacity for schools (details supplied). [3973/17]

31/01/2017WRK00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
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that the primary school enrolment information requested is set out in the spreadsheet.  The source 
of this data was obtained from my Department’s Statistics Section’s Annual Census 2016-2017.  
The data is still provisional and it is expected that final data will be published in April 2017. 

The matter of enrolment in individual schools is the responsibility of the managerial author-
ity of the school.  My Department’s main responsibility is to ensure that schools in an area can, 
between them, cater for all pupils seeking places.  

Enrolments increased slightly, in the first and second named primary schools referenced in 
the details supplied by the Deputy and reduced slightly at the fourth named primary school.   As 
the Deputy will be aware, a building project for the third named primary school listed in the 
details supplied is included on the 6 Year School Construction   Programme and is currently 
progressing through the architectural planning process. It would appear that there is capacity in 
these primary schools.

With regard to the post primary school referenced in the details supplied, there were 170 
pupils enrolled in the post-primary school last September.  This is a reduction of ten pupils since 
2011 and suggests that, currently, there is existing capacity in this school. 

 -  - -  -  -  - Main-
stream

Main-
stream

Main-
stream

Main-
stream

Main-
stream

Main-
stream

Main-
stream

Main-
stream

 -  - -  - -  - Junior 
Infants

Senior 
Infants

First 
Class

Second 
Class

Third 
Class

Fourth 
Class

Fifth 
Class

Sixth 
Class

County 
Descrip-
tion

Roll 
Number

Academ-
ic Year 
(Enrol-
ment)

Address 
Line 2

Official 
Name

Address 
Line 1

Enrol-
ment

Enrol-
ment

Enrol-
ment

Enrol-
ment

Enrol-
ment

Enrol-
ment

Enrol-
ment

Enrol-
ment

Dublin 07546J 2016 INCH-
ICORE

GOLD-
EN-
BRIDGE 
CON-
VENT

GOLD-
EN-
BRIDGE

44 45 41 39 30 26 40 18

Dublin 17083B 2016 INCH-
ICORE

S N 
MUIRE 
GAN 
SMAL B

TYR-
CON-
NELL 
ROAD

46 51 44 44 40 42 30 31

Dublin 19589U 2016 BAILE 
ATHA 
CLI-
ATH 8

GAEL-
SCOIL 
INSE 
CHOR

DROI-
CHEAD 
NA 
HINSE

29 28 29 31 26 26 27 32

Dublin 20139T 2016 INCH-
ICORE

INCH-
ICORE 
NS

SARS-
FIELD 
ROAD

23 25 24 27 20 46 21 37

  Question No. 183 answered with Question No. 166.

Schools Site Acquisitions

31/01/2017WRK01100184. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of the progress regarding the purchase of a site for the three school campus in Buncrana, County 
Donegal; if his department has made any offers to any landowners in relation to a site; when a 
site is expected to be purchased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4008/17]

31/01/2017WRK01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware the 
project referred to is included in my Department’s 6 year construction programme.

Officials from Donegal County Council on behalf of my Department have engaged with rel-
evant landowners with respect to identified site options.  Negotiations in this respect are ongo-
ing with a view to progressing a site acquisition as soon as possible. 

Due to the commercial sensitivities attaching to site acquisitions generally, it is not possible 
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to provide any further information at this time regarding the ongoing negotiation process.

Summer Works Scheme

31/01/2017WRL00200185. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an ap-
plication (details supplied) under the summer works scheme 2016 to 2017; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [4027/17]

31/01/2017WRL00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department is in receipt of a Category 10 application, external environment project, un-
der the Summer Works Scheme (2016-2017) from the school to which she refers. 

Nearly 50% of schools have applied for inclusion under the scheme which reflects a very 
high demand. Details of successful school applicants in respect of Categories 1 and 2 were 
announced in April last and are published on my Department’s website www.education.ie.  As-
sessment of valid projects in further categories is now being undertaken by my Department, 
subject to the overall availability of funding, in accordance with the terms and conditions of 
the scheme as outlined in Circular Letter (0055/2015), which may be accessed on my Depart-
ment’s website. The application from the school in question is available to be considered in this 
context.

Question No. 186 answered with Question No. 165.

School Enrolments

31/01/2017WRL00500187. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the measures 
he has put in place to arrange for an increased pupil intake as per the demand of incoming 
school children at a school (details supplied) in north Kildare; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [4035/17]

31/01/2017WRL00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that officials from my Department recently met with representatives of the school referred 
to and it was agreed that a further meeting would be convened within the coming weeks.

It was agreed also that this would allow adequate time for updated demographic data, taking 
into account overall current and projected pupil numbers in the area, and the enrolment position 
in the case of the school in question and other schools in the area; the various factors that con-
tribute to the compilation and operation of any waiting lists; the impact of expansion of school 
capacity in the case of this school on other schools in the area to be clarified and assessed.  As 
part of this process, this further information was supplied by the school to the Department 
recently.  The information is currently being considered and the Department expects to be in 
further contact with the school authority and Patron in relation to the data assessment process. 

School Enrolments

31/01/2017WRL00700188. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has 
considered the business case for providing an allocation of teachers based on the demand for 
school places; the innovations he plans to bring to the ongoing issue of demand exceeding sup-
ply and the strain this causes on schools administratively and also on families that worry for 
years regarding the provision of education for their children; and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter. [4036/17]

31/01/2017WRL00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The criteria used for the 
allocation of teaching posts is published annually on the Department website.  The key factor 
for determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing 
schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September. 

The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types 
of schools equally irrespective of location. 

The Staffing Schedule includes the provision where schools experiencing rapid increases in 
enrolment can apply for additional permanent mainstream posts on developing grounds.  The 
staffing process includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit an appeal under certain 
criteria to an independent Appeals Board.  This process includes a provision in which schools 
that are not gaining an additional teaching post under the developing schools criterion can 
submit an appeal to the independent Appeals Board.  This appeal criterion is targeted at those 
schools that make a significant contribution to the provision of school places and so assist the 
response to demographic growth within their area. 

The Department uses a Geographical Information System (GIS) to identify where the pres-
sure for school places will arise.  The GIS uses data from the Central Statistics Office, Ordnance 
Survey Ireland and the Department of Social Protection, in addition to the Department’s own 
databases.  With this information, the Department carries out nationwide demographic analy-
ses at primary and post primary level to determine where additional school accommodation is 
needed.  

On foot of the last nationwide demographic analyses, the establishment of four new primary 
schools and nine new post-primary schools to open in 2017 and 2018 was announced.   As part 
of this announcement, it was also stated that a range of areas nationwide are experiencing in-
creased demographic pressure and will be kept under ongoing review by the Department.  My 
Department’s main responsibility is to ensure that every child has access to a school place - 
however, this may not always be in the school of their first choice. 

Where the demographic data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of 
this additional provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, 
depending on the circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the fol-
lowing:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools

- Provision of a new school(s).

In relation to new school provision, four new primary schools and nine new post-primary 
schools will open in 2017 and 2018 to provide additional school places in areas experiencing 
significant demographic pressure.  My Department is keeping all school planning areas under 
review to take account of updated data and the impact of ongoing and planned capacity in-
creases in these areas.  My Department is focussed on ensuring that every child has access to a 
school place - however, this may not always be in the school of their first choice. 

Budget 2017 sets out the resources available for schools for the 2017/18 school year.  
This Budget represents the start of a major reinvestment in education, and the first phase of 
implementation of the Action Plan for Education, aimed at becoming the best education system 
in Europe within a decade.
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The budget provides for over 2,400 additional teaching posts for our primary and post-
primary schools in the next school year.  This includes additional teaching posts to meet demo-
graphic need, curriculum reform, additional resource teaching posts and the strengthening of 
school leadership.

Gaelscoil Issues

31/01/2017WRL00900189. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that a group equal to two classes of students in north County 
Kildare will have been denied access to a school (details supplied) in County Kildare; if he will 
re-evaluate the need for additional Gaelscoileanna provision in north County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [4037/17]

31/01/2017WRL01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that officials from my Department recently met with representatives of the school referred to by 
the Deputy and it was agreed that a further meeting would be convened within the coming 
weeks.

It was agreed also that this would allow adequate time for updated demographic data, taking 
into account overall current and projected pupil numbers in the area, and the enrolment position 
in the case of the school in question and other schools in the area; the various factors that con-
tribute to the compilation and operation of any waiting lists; the impact of expansion of school 
capacity in the case of this school on other schools in the area to be clarified and assessed.  As 
part of this process, this further information was supplied by the school to the Department 
recently.  The information is currently being considered and my Department expects to be in 
further contact with the school authority and Patron in relation to the data assessment process.

My Department is keeping this area under review to take account of updated demographic 
data.  In the event that a new school is required, to meet demographic needs, my Department 
runs a separate patronage process to decide who will operate the school.  This patronage process 
incorporates consideration of, and the potential for, Irish-medium provision.

  Question No. 190 answered with Question No. 165.

Schools Building Projects Status

31/01/2017WRL01200191. Deputy Michael D’Arcy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding the application for the new purpose built school at Drumgood, Enniscorthy, County 
Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4046/17]

31/01/2017WRL01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning - Stage 2(b), which 
includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire Certificate and Disability Access Cer-
tificate and the preparation of Tender Documents.  All statutory approvals have been secured.

The Design Team have been requested to review the impact of the recently introduced 
changes to the Public Works Contracts (PWC) and to revert to my Department with an assess-
ment of what, if any, additional works are required to bring the tender documents into line with 
those changes.

Once the Stage 2b (Detailed Design) submission is received and reviewed by my Depart-
ment and subject to no further issues arising my officials will revert to the school with regard to 
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the further progression of the project at that time.

Defibrillators in Schools Provision

31/01/2017WRL01400192. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consideration 
will be given to a request from a school (details supplied) in County Donegal for the provision 
of a defibrillator; the funding options and appropriate channels through which such a device 
may be applied for and sought; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4115/17]

31/01/2017WRL01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The decision to install a 
defibrillator is made at local school level and is a matter for the board of management of each 
individual school.  The question of the need for defibrillators to be made available in places, 
such as schools, and any training needs arising from same is primarily a public health matter 
and would therefore be a matter for the Department of Health.

Questions Nos. 193 to 204, inclusive answered with Question No. 145.

31/01/2017WRM00200Special Educational Needs Service Provision

31/01/2017WRM00300205. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
approve a third ASD class in a primary school (details supplied) in County Cork; the position 
in relation to accommodation for this planned new class; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4215/17]

31/01/2017WRM00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
that this Government is committed to ensuring that all children with Special Educational Needs, 
including those with autism, can have access to an education appropriate to their needs, prefer-
ably in school settings through the primary and post primary school network.

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum. 

The NCSE has advised that there are almost 18,000 students with ASD attending schools 
nationally. The Department of Education and Skills invests over €300m annually in providing 
additional resources specifically to support students with autism in schools enabling: 

- 63% of students to attend mainstream schools

- 23% to attend special classes in mainstream primary and post-primary schools, and

- 14% to attend special schools.

The NCSE, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), in 
consultation with the relevant education partners, is responsible for the establishment of special 
classes in various geographical areas as required. Special classes are part of a continuum of 
educational provision that enables students with more complex special educational needs to be 
educated, in smaller class groups, within their local mainstream schools and are for   students 
who have a recommendation for a special class placement in their professional reports.

Special classes offer a supportive learning environment to students with ASD who are un-
able to access the curriculum in a mainstream class, even with support, for most or all of their 
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school day. Special class for students with ASD are staffed with a lower pupil–teacher ratio of 
6:1 at primary level and 6:1.5 at post primary level, and also have Special Needs Assistant sup-
port normally amounting to 2 SNAs for a class of 6 children.

Students enrolled in special classes should be included in mainstream classes to the greatest 
extent possible, in line with their abilities.

The NCSE continues to engage with schools in opening special classes where there is an 
identified need for special class provision.

Progress in developing the network of Special Classes has been significant. 

In 2011 there were 548 special classes, of which 224 were primary ASD classes, 72 were 
post primary ASD classes and 34 were early intervention classes. The remaining 218 were 
special classes service children with mild to moderate/severe general learning difficulties and 
specific learning difficulties including speech and language difficulties. 

There are currently 1,153 special classes, which is an increase of over 100% on the num-
ber available in 2011. Of these, 127 are ASD early intervention classes, 525 are primary ASD 
classes and 237 are post-primary ASD classes. The remainder are non ASD special classes.

With regard to Cork City and County, there are currently 145 ASD special classes, of these, 
24 are ASD early intervention classes, 80 are primary ASD classes and 41 are post-primary 
ASD classes. 

The NCSE continues to review special class placement requirements in Cork and have in-
formed the Department that, in general, they are satisfied that there are sufficient ASD special 
class placements to meet existing demand.

Details of all special classes for children with special educational needs, including those in 
Cork City and County, are available on www.ncse.ie in county order, with new classes identi-
fied.

The NCSE recently launched guidelines for Boards of Management and Principals of Pri-
mary and Post Primary schools which provide information on setting up and organising special 
classes. These guidelines are available to download from www.ncse.ie.

It is open to the school, referred to by the Deputy, to submit an application to my Depart-
ment for additional accommodation for the proposed third ASD class.

31/01/2017WRM00500School Transport Review

31/01/2017WRM00600206. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the 
minimum number for a school bus service will be examined further, as was stated in the review 
of school transport cross party submissions; and if the decision will be made before September 
2017. [4216/17]

31/01/2017WRM00700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.

Currently in the region of 114,000 children, including some 10,000 children with special 
educational needs, are being transported in over 4,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually. 
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The Programme for Government committed to a review of the concessionary charges and 
rules element of the School Transport Scheme.  I established a Cross Party Group to feed into 
the review.  This review has been completed and was published in December 2016, however, 
a range of submissions relating to the School Transport Scheme generally were received from 
members of the Oireachtas through the Cross Party Group.

Arising from this, a number of areas were identified which require further examination in-
cluding options on the implementation of the minimum numbers required for the retention of 
a service.  This examination will be completed prior to September 2017.

31/01/2017WRM00800Schools Building Projects Status

31/01/2017WRM00900207. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the date he 
approved a school (details supplied) to be tendered for construction. [4234/17]

31/01/2017WRM01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that the school in question was approved to commence the tender process on the 11th 
of January 2017.

  Question No. 208 answered with Question No. 145.

31/01/2017WRM01200Summer Works Scheme Applications

31/01/2017WRM01300209. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a school 
(details supplied) will receive its allocation for 2017 under the summer works scheme in view 
of the fact urgent works are needed on health and safety grounds and the school manage-
ment needs time to put the works out to tender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4284/17]

31/01/2017WRM01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Department is in re-
ceipt of a Category 10 application, (new traffic management plan) under the Summer Works 
Scheme (2016-2017) from the school referred to by the Deputy. 

Nearly 50% of schools have applied for inclusion under the scheme which reflects a very 
high demand. Details of successful school applicants in respect of Categories 1 and 2 were 
announced in April last and are published on my Department’s website www.education.ie.  As-
sessment of valid projects in further categories is now being undertaken by my Department, 
subject to the overall availability of funding, in accordance with the terms and conditions of the 
scheme as outlined in Circular Letter (0055/2015), which may be accessed on my Department’s 
website. The application from the school referred to is available to be considered in this context. 

  Question No. 210 to 222, inclusive, answered with Question No. 145.

School Transport Applications

31/01/2017WRN00700223. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will expedite 
an application for remote access grant by persons (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [4331/17]

31/01/2017WRN00800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
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School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.

Currently in the region of 114,000 children, including some 10,000 children with special 
educational needs, are being transported in over 4,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

Under the terms of my Department’s Primary School Transport Scheme children are eligible 
for transport where they reside not less than 3.2 kilometres from and are attending their near-
est national school as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and 
language.

This family in question are eligible for school transport but there is currently no service 
operating from where they reside. 

Children who are eligible for school transport but for whom no transport service is avail-
able may, following an application for transport within prescribed time limits, receive a Remote 
Area Grant towards the cost of private transport arrangements. 

In this regard the grant is payable from the beginning of the 2015/16 school year and pay-
ment for this year will be processed when the family submit their payee details information.

  Questions Nos. 224 and 225 answered with Question No. 145.

31/01/2017WRN01100Special Educational Needs Service Provision

31/01/2017WRN01200226. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the case of a person (details supplied) regarding their application for special needs assistance; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4343/17]

31/01/2017WRN01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), which is an independent statutory agency, is responsible, through its 
network of Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports, including SNA support and additional teaching 
resources to support individual pupils with special educational needs.

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in my 
Department’s Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.
education.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when 
it is needed.

Responsibility for deciding on the quantum of educational supports and resources to be al-
located to schools to support individual pupils rests with the NCSE.  

SNA allocations are not made to individual children, but are made to schools to support the 
care needs of children with assessed special educational needs in the school.

Additional teaching resources are allocated to recognised primary and post-primary schools 
for the support of individual students with complex and enduring special educational needs and 
who have been assessed as having a low incidence disability. 

Each year the NCSE allocates Low Incidence Resource Teacher posts to schools to support 
children with a diagnosis of a disability and an assessed level of need, as set out in Circular Sp 
Ed 02/05. 
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Where a school wishes to appeal the resource teaching support and/or SNA allocations 
which has been made to them, they may do so through the NCSE appeal process, details of 
which are set out at www.ncse.ie. 

The NCSE has reported that a review of SNA allocation was completed in the school to 
which the Deputy refers in September 2016.

Resource teaching hours and access to SNA support have been provided to the school for 
the child in question and these resources are already in the school.

The option to invoke the NCSE appeals process is open to the school attended by the child 
in question. All schools have the contact details of their local SENO, while parents may also 
contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the 
contact details available on the NCSE website at www.ncse.ie. 

31/01/2017WRN01400Schools Building Projects

31/01/2017WRN01500227. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the 
capital programme is being reviewed, if he will include a school (details supplied); and if so, 
when construction would begin. [4393/17]

31/01/2017WRN01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department is considering a technical aspect in respect of the site proposed for a new 
school building.  Once this process is complete my Department will be in further contact with 
the school on the matter.

Questions Nos. 228 to 241, inclusive, answered with Question No. 145.

31/01/2017WRO00250Schools Building Projects Status

31/01/2017WRO00300242. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills to set out the 
status of the new site for a school (details supplied); the total amount of funding provided to 
date for the new school building; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4445/17]

31/01/2017WRO00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The building project for 
the school to which the Deputy refers is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 
2b - Detailed Design, which includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire Cert and 
Disability Access Cert and the preparation of tender documents.  The Design Team obtained 
Planning Permission in December 2016 and a decision on the Fire Cert and Disability Access 
Cert is awaited.

The Design Team have confirmed that they are working on the stage 2b documentation and 
will submit the Stage 2b report to my Department shortly. Upon receipt and review of this re-
port my Department will revert to Board of Management with regard to the further progression 
of the project at that time.

As this project has not yet reached construction stage it has not yet incurred any construc-
tion costs in respect of the new school building.

Questions Nos. 243 to 247, inclusive, answered with Question No. 145.
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31/01/2017WRP00250Apprenticeship Programmes

31/01/2017WRP00300248. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline the 
improvements and innovations he has made in respect of rolling out industry standard appren-
ticeship and workplace learning programmes in the catering and hospitality sectors; the way 
in which he is seeking to engage employers to mentor and train employees in the catering and 
hospitality sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4475/17]

31/01/2017WRP00400249. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that qualifications (details supplied) can be rolled out to train and 
accredit a cohort of skilled staff to deal with the acute staff shortage in the catering industry; if 
developments have been made in the design of new apprenticeships here; the levels of engage-
ment with employers he is having; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4480/17]

31/01/2017WRP00500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 248 and 249 together.

The Apprenticeship Council was established in early 2014 to oversee the expansion of the 
apprenticeship system into a range of new areas. Its first task was to formally invite propos-
als for new apprenticeship programmes from consortia of enterprise, professional bodies and 
education and training providers. Over 80 separate proposals were received all of which were 
evaluated by the Council. Included in these proposals are a number of proposals in the hospital-
ity sector, particularly in the culinary area.

Work is progressing on the development of a new Commis Chef Apprenticeship led by 
the Irish Hotels Federation and the Restaurants Association of Ireland working with Kerry 
Education and Training Board.  It is planned that this programme will commence in 2017. The 
Apprenticeship Council recently approved development funding for a separate proposal to de-
velop a Chef de Partie Apprenticeship. The Council will continue to work closely with these 
consortia to develop their proposals into sustainable apprenticeships that can be delivered on a 
nationwide basis.

As the Deputy is aware all statutory apprenticeships in Ireland must lead to an award on 
the National Framework of Qualifications.  Legislative amendments are necessary to facilitate 
the inclusion of awards made by non-national awarding bodies such as City and Guilds within 
the National Framework of Qualifications.  These amendments will be contained in the Quali-
fications and Quality Assurance (Amendment) Bill.  The Heads of this Bill are currently being 
prepared by my Department in consultation with Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI).

Question No. 250 answered with Question No. 145.

Question No. 251 answered with Question No. 166.

31/01/2017WRP00750Apprenticeship Programmes

31/01/2017WRP00800252. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is engag-
ing with the European Alliance for Apprenticeships to develop a fit-for-purpose workforce in 
view of the fact that the current apprenticeships programmes offered are providing accredita-
tion for trades mainly within construction or the manual trades; if his attention has been drawn 
to the European apprenticeship focus on accrediting workplace skills; the amount of funding 
available to develop apprenticeship programmes; the steps he has taken to access this and de-
velop an innovative workplace skills programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[4484/17]

31/01/2017WRP00900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
My Department has been working with the European Alliance for Apprenticeships to achieve a 
common goal of increasing the quality, supply and attractiveness of apprenticeships.  As part of 
these commitments my Department undertook in 2013 to carry out a review of the Apprentice-
ship system in Ireland.

An independent group produced the Review of Apprenticeship Training in Ireland, which 
was published in 2014.  The review contained a range of recommendations to expand participa-
tion of apprenticeship, including the establishment of an Apprenticeship Council.  The Council 
was established in November 2014 and immediately began work on a call for proposals for the 
development of new enterprise-led apprenticeships.  The call issued in January 2015 and over 
80 proposals were received from industry stakeholders working with education and training 
providers.  The Apprenticeship Council has been working with the proposers of these new pro-
grammes to develop them in sustainable apprenticeships that can be delivered on a nationwide 
basis.  The funding for planned and forecast expansion in 2017 will see an additional €20 mil-
lion provided.

An Action Plan to expand Apprenticeship and Traineeship in Ireland 2016-2020 was 
launched on 26th January 2017 and sets out how state agencies, education and training provid-
ers and employers will work together to deliver on the Programme for Government commit-
ments on the expansion of apprenticeship and traineeship in the period to 2020. 50,000 people 
will be registered on apprenticeship and traineeship programmes over the lifetime of the Action 
Plan, a doubling of current activity.

The Plan sets out how we will manage the pipeline of new apprenticeships already estab-
lished through the first call for proposals and also commits to a new call for apprenticeship 
proposals in 2017.  The Plan sets out a clear 10 step path for the development of new ap-
prenticeships and also sets an overall development timeline for a new apprenticeship of 12-15 
months.  The Plan also commits to examining the potential for public sector engagement with 
the apprenticeship system.

The Insurance Practitioner Apprenticeship, the first of the new programmes developed 
through the Apprenticeship Council’s first call for proposals, launched in September 2016 and 
an Industrial Engineer Apprenticeship commenced in November 2016.  13 further new appren-
ticeships are due to launch later this year in various sectors including medical devices, polymer 
processing and financial services.

In addition, a campaign to promote apprenticeship is currently being developed by SOLAS 
in consultation with key partners, including the Apprenticeship Council. The campaign will 
raise awareness and promote the value of apprenticeship for individual apprentices and for em-
ployers and it will cover both existing apprenticeships and the new apprenticeships now coming 
on stream.

Question No. 253 answered with Question No. 145.

31/01/2017WRP01050Skills Shortages

31/01/2017WRP01100254. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has con-
sulted with the European Centre for the Development of Vocational Training and the European 
Training Foundation in respect of rolling out a workforce training programme that is fit for 
purpose according to the skills gaps in the workforce here; and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter.  [4487/17]

31/01/2017WRP01200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The National Skills Strategy 2025 identifies Ireland’s current skills profile, provides a strategic 
vision and specific objectives for Ireland’s future skills requirements, and sets out a road map 
for how the vision and objectives can be achieved across the education and training sector.

With over 140 Actions, the Strategy sets out the Government’s commitment to improving 
and using skills for sustainable economic growth and outlines how we can develop a well-
skilled, adaptable workforce.

SOLAS are developing a Further Education and Training policy framework for employee 
development (PFED) to guide Education and Training Board activity to support skills develop-
ment for those in employment, in consultation with partners, aligning with the National Skills 
Strategy.  It is expected that the employee development policy framework and implementation 
plan will be published in Q2 2017.

In the context of the development of the National Skills Strategy and  developing responses 
to skills needs, my Department has had due regard to EU and international research and best 
practice.

Question No. 255 answered with Question No. 145.

31/01/2017WRP01350National Educational Psychological Service Staff

31/01/2017WRP01400256. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Education and Skills to outline the status 
of the recruitment of a new National Educational Psychological Service psychologist for as-
signment to a school (details supplied). [4516/17]

31/01/2017WRP01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy will be 
aware my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) provides an edu-
cational psychological service to all primary and post primary schools through an assigned 
NEPS psychologist and in some cases through the Scheme for Commissioning Psychological 
Assessments (SCPA), full details of which are in the NEPS section of my Department’s web-
site. Under this scheme schools can have an assessment carried out by a member of the panel 
of private psychologists approved by NEPS, and NEPS will pay the psychologist the fees for 
this assessment directly.

NEPS psychologists are recruited via regional panels formed from national recruitment 
competitions administered by the Public Appointments Service (PAS). The previous panel 
which had existed in this regard had reached the end of its useful life and was closed in autumn 
2016. A new national recruitment competition has been put in place by the Public Appointments 
Service (PAS) to fill vacancies within all NEPS Regions.  The resulting interview process as-
sociated with this competition will be completed in the current week immediately following 
which recruitment panels for each NEPS region will be formed.  PAS will then finalise the pro-
cessing of the candidates, including Garda vetting, and propose each candidate in series to my 
Department Human Resources Section for contract negotiations and formal job offer.

It is envisaged that the process will produce new NEPS psychologists for assignment to 
schools, including that to which the Deputy refers in his question, by the end of the current 
academic year. In the interim this school will continue to have access to the SCPA for its assess-
ment needs. Direct support from NEPS to the school in the event of a critical incidents will in 
any case continue to be provided.
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I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Tionscadail Tógála Scoileanna

31/01/2017WRP01600257. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aindrias Moynihan den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna cén 
dul chun cinn atá déanta go dtí seo i ndáil le scoil nua a thógáil do Choláiste Ghobnatan, Baile 
Mhúirne, Co. Chorcaí, Uimhir Rolla 70920O agus cathain a chuirfear dearadh na scoile nua ar 
fáil. [4584/17]

31/01/2017WRP01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Beidh an Teachta ar an 
eolas go bhfuil tionscadal tógála don scoil atá i gceist san áireamh i gClár Tógála 6 Bliana de 
chuid mo Roinne (2019/21).  Tá mo Roinn i dteagmháil le húdarás na scoile i gcomhthéacs 
achoimre an tionscadail a chur le chéile.

31/01/2017WRP01750School Enrolments

31/01/2017WRP01800258. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he and his 
Department have had communication from the board of management at a school (details sup-
plied) and the patron in regard to enrolment issues in 2017; if he is in a position to identify an 
amicable resolution; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4602/17]

31/01/2017WRP01900261. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his at-
tention has been drawn to the difficulties in respect of meeting enrolment requests at a school 
(details supplied); if, together with the patron of the school, he will endeavour to meet the re-
quirements of the parents and the management board by way of approval of a third stream for 
the school, having particular regard to the demographic changes in the area and the need to plan 
accordingly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4614/17]

31/01/2017WRP02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 258 and 261 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that officials from my Department recently met with representa-
tives of the school referred to by the Deputy and it was agreed that a further meeting would be 
convened within the coming weeks.

It was agreed also that this would allow adequate time for updated demographic data, taking 
into account overall current and projected pupil numbers in the area, and the enrolment position 
in the case of the school in question and other schools in the area; the various factors that con-
tribute to the compilation and operation of any waiting lists; the impact of expansion of school 
capacity in the case of this school on other schools in the area to be clarified and assessed. As 
part of this process, this further information was supplied by the school to the Department 
recently. The information is currently being considered and my Department expects to be in 
further contact with the school authority and Patron in relation to the data assessment process.

       Questions Nos. 259 and 260 answered with Question No. 145.

  Question No. 261 answered with Question No. 258.

31/01/2017WRQ00400Schools Building Projects Status
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31/01/2017WRQ00500262. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of a new secondary school for the Malahide and Portmarnock areas of County Dub-
lin, as announced in November 2015; if he has identified locations for these proposed schools; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4638/17]

31/01/2017WRQ00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In April 2016 applications 
were invited for the patronage of nine new post-primary schools to be established, six in 2017 
and a further three in 2018.  The new secondary school for Malahide and Portmarnock opening 
in 2017 was included in this process. 

I am pleased to advise the Deputy that the patronage process has been completed and as I 
announced on 3rd November 2016 the Patron of this new post-primary is Educate Together.  
The assessment report and the recommendations of the New Schools Establishment Group are 
available on my Department’s website. 

The building project for the new post-primary school to serve the Malahide and Portmar-
nock school planning areas is included in my Departments current Six Year Construction Pro-
gramme, announced last November.  A suitable site to accommodate this school has been iden-
tified and its acquisition is currently being pursued.  However, due to commercial sensitivities 
relating to site acquisitions generally I am not in a position to provide further details at this time.

The school will open as scheduled in September 2017 in suitable interim accommodation 
pending delivery of the school’s permanent building.

31/01/2017WRQ00700Schools Building Projects Status

31/01/2017WRQ00800263. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of a new secondary school for the Swords area of County Dublin, as announced in 
November 2015; if he has identified locations for these proposed schools; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4639/17]

31/01/2017WRQ00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In April 2016 applications 
were invited for the patronage of nine new post-primary schools to be established, six in 2017 
and a further three in 2018.  The new post-primary school for the Swords area of Dublin open-
ing in 2017 was included in this process. 

I am pleased to advise the Deputy that the patronage process has been completed and as I 
announced on 3rd November 2016 the Patron of this new post-primary school is Dublin and 
Dún Laoghaire Education and Training Board.  The assessment report and the recommenda-
tions of the New Schools Establishment Group are available on my Department’s website.  

As the Deputy may be aware, the building project for this new post-primary school to serve 
the Swords school planning area is included on my Departments Six Year Construction Pro-
gramme 2016-2021.  My Department has worked closely with Fingal County Council in respect 
of this and conveyancing is currently underway in respect of a site for the permanent school 
accommodation.  Due to commercial sensitivities relating to site acquisitions generally I am 
not in a position to provide further details regarding the permanent location at this time.  I can, 
however, assure the Deputy that the site acquisition process for this school is being advanced 
by my Department as a priority.

The school will open as scheduled in September 2017 in suitable interim accommodation 
pending delivery of the permanent school building.  
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Questions Nos. 264 to 269, inclusive, answered with Question No. 145.

31/01/2017WRQ01100Departmental Staff Data

31/01/2017WRQ01200270. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of staff 
under the aegis of his Department in the clerical officer, staff officer or equivalent grade; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [4934/17]

31/01/2017WRQ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As at 31st December 2016, 
my Department had the following number of staff in the Clerical Officer, Staff Officer or equiv-
alent grade: 

- Staff Officer Clerical Officer Temporary 
Clerical Officer

Clerical Officer 
Equivalent

Headcount 36 303 22 31
Whole Time 
Equivalent

31.7 281.32 21.5 30.6

31/01/2017WRQ01400Homeless Accommodation Provision

31/01/2017WRQ01500271. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government his plans for ending the use of long-term accommodation for homeless 
families; and the date by which he anticipates doing so. [3757/17]

31/01/2017WRQ01600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Rebuilding Ireland: Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness fully recognises 
that the period of time that families spend in emergency hotel accommodation should be mi-
nimised.  This is reflected in the commitment that, by mid-2017, hotels should only be used in 
limited circumstances as emergency accommodation for families.  Full details and time frames 
in relation to the range of actions to address family homelessness are set out in Rebuilding Ire-
land, which is available on the www.rebuildingireland.ie website.

The increases in Rent Supplement and Housing Assistance Payment levels from 1 July 2016 
will play an important role in the achievement of this overall objective, in terms of supporting 
families to remain in rented accommodation.  However, where families do find themselves in 
homelessness situations, there are a range of solutions in place and bring progressed.  These 
include the Housing Agency programme to acquire 1,600 units and the expanded HAP Home-
less Pilot Scheme in Dublin, where some 800 homeless HAP tenancies were entered into by 
end-2016 and a further 1,200 tenancies are targeted for 2017 across the Dublin Region.  A rapid-
build programme is also in place, with over 350 rapid-build homes advancing at end-2016.  My 
Department engages with the Dublin Region local authorities on a regular and on-going basis 
in relation to the delivery of these initiatives. 

Overall, it is important to note that the significant programme of actions underway has 
resulted in an estimated 2,700 exits from homelessness being achieved nationally in 2016, a 
significant increase on the comparable figure of 2,322 in 2015. 

31/01/2017WRQ01700Wind Energy Guidelines

31/01/2017WRQ01800272. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
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Local Government the status of the promised update to windfarm planning guidelines; and 
when he plans to publish updated guidelines. [3774/17]

31/01/2017WRQ01900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney):  In December 2013, my Department published proposed draft revisions to the noise, 
setback distance and shadow flicker aspects of the 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines.  
These draft revisions proposed: 

-  the setting of a more stringent day- and night-time noise limit of 40 decibels for future 
wind energy developments, 

-  a mandatory minimum setback distance of 500 metres between a wind turbine and the 
nearest dwelling for amenity considerations, and 

-  the complete elimination of shadow flicker between wind turbines and neighbouring 
dwellings. 

A public consultation process was also initiated on these proposed draft revisions to the 
2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines, which ran until February 2014.  The Department 
received submissions from 7,500 organisations and members of the public during this public 
consultation process. 

In light of the commitment in the Programme for a Partnership Government to finalise the 
Guidelines and on - going policy and legal developments in this area, my Department is con-
tinuing to advance work on the Guidelines and related matters in conjunction with the Depart-
ment of Communications, Climate Action and the Environment, in order to bring the various is-
sues to a conclusion as early as possible.  I expect to be in a position to make a statement on the 
matter in the coming weeks, outlining the timelines for implementation of the various elements. 

31/01/2017WRQ02000Housing Provision

31/01/2017WRQ02100273. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Com-
munity and Local Government if he will consider the project at Lehenaghmore and Lehenagh-
beg, Togher, County Cork for inclusion in the strategic infrastructure grant operated with the 
Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [4019/17]

31/01/2017WRQ02200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The aim of the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund is to relieve critical in-
frastructural blockages to enable the accelerated delivery of housing on key development sites 
and to improve the economic viability of new housing projects in Dublin and in urban areas 
with high demand for housing. The €200m Fund will be composed of an Exchequer allocation 
of €150 million, matched by a €50 million contribution from participating local authorities.

A Call for Proposals under the Fund was issued to local authorities on 26 August 2016, 
with a closing date for receipt of proposals of 14 October.  It was open to all local authorities 
to apply, with funding to be allocated on the basis of a competitive bid process.  Twenty-one 
local authorities have submitted a total of 74 project applications relating to specific sites or 
development land areas. Cork County Council have submitted a number of proposals, including 
Lehenaghmore and Lehenaghbeg, Togher. 

The overall total cost of the 74 funding bid applications is approximately €800m, with 
funding of some €600 million being sought from the Exchequer and local authorities agreeing 
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to fund approximately €200 million as part of their matching fund requirements.  It will not be 
possible to approve all applications, given the scale and value of applications received. 

The viability of the applications is currently being examined in detail against the assessment 
criteria set out in the Call for Proposals, with a focus on the level of funding required and what it 
might leverage, the number of housing units that could be delivered, their strategic location and 
speed of delivery, and affordability levels of a proportion of the homes.  Following completion 
of this analysis, I intend to announce successful applications during the first quarter of this year. 

31/01/2017WRQ02300Homeless Persons Supports

31/01/2017WRQ02400274. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the number of families placed in emergency homeless accommodation 
that have now received their 24-hour Leap cards, per county; the number of families still await-
ing Leap cards, per county; when he expects full roll out of this free travel to be in place; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [4059/17]

31/01/2017WRQ02500316. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if the action in pillar one of Rebuilding Ireland to provide access to free 
public transport for family travel and for school journeys for families that are living in home-
less accommodation, including hotels, has been implemented; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [4519/17]

31/01/2017WRQ02600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 274 and 316 together. 

It is recognised that transport costs can be an additional burden upon homeless families 
residing in hotel accommodation in lieu of an alternative form of emergency accommodation.  
Accordingly Rebuilding Ireland: Action Plan on Housing and Homelessness outlines an initia-
tive to provide access to free public transport for family travel and for school journeys; the 
initiative is being targeted at homeless families residing in hotel accommodation in the Dublin 
Region and the Dublin Region Homeless Executive (DRHE) is overseeing the arrangements.  

Five separate 24-hour family Leap cards were made available to all homeless families re-
siding in hotels in the Dublin Region during 2016.  These cards were to facilitate family days 
out and were valid for use on all Dublin transport systems. Over 500 families availed of this 
support. 

With regard to free public transport for school journeys, the DRHE is finalising arrange-
ments with the National Transport Authority to allow for leap cards specifically tailored for this 
initiative   and with a view to having the required cards made available shortly.   

31/01/2017WRR00200Archival Material

31/01/2017WRR00300275. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the supports in place for the development and protection of county archive 
services to preserve local cultural patrimony. [4095/17]

31/01/2017WRR00400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I refer to the reply to Question No. 249 of 29 November 2016 which sets out the 
position in this matter. 
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31/01/2017WRR00500Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme Funding

31/01/2017WRR00600276. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if the investment of €37.5 million, as outlined in point 50 of the action plan 
for rural development, to implement the social inclusion and community activation programme 
is in addition to the funds previously committed by the Department of Social Protection to the 
programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4112/17]

31/01/2017WRR00700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP) was rolled 
out across communities, both urban and rural, in April 2015 and will run until 31 December 
2017.  The aim of the SICAP is to reduce poverty, and promote social inclusion and equality 
through local, regional and national engagement and collaboration.  SICAP is a key priority of 
Government and its vision is to improve the life chances and opportunities of those who are 
marginalised in society, living in poverty or in unemployment, through community develop-
ment approaches, targeted supports and interagency collaboration, where the values of equality 
and inclusion are promoted and human rights are respected.

Responsibility for this programme rests with my Department. The SICAP programme deliv-
ery budget as approved in the Revised Estimates Volume for 2017 under Vote 34, Subhead D.4 
is €37.5 million.  This includes an allocation of €3 million under the European Structural Funds 
(ESF) Programme for Employability, Inclusion and Learning (PEIL) 2014-2020. 

SICAP is a separate and distinct programme which complements mainstream service pro-
vision through other Departments including, for example, some of the Department of Social 
Protection programmes.   

31/01/2017WRR00800Rural Development Plan

31/01/2017WRR00900277. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the way his Department proposes to review planning legislation to allow the 
change of use of vacant commercial properties in cities, towns and villages, including vacant 
or under-utilised areas over ground floor premises, into residential units without having to go 
through the planning process, as outlined in point 6 of the action plan for rural development; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4114/17]

31/01/2017WRR01000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Action Plan for Rural Development, which was launched on 23 January 2017, 
is primarily the responsibility of my colleague, the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs.  However, as the proposal listed at Action 6 therein relates to a planning 
matter, its delivery falls to my Department.

The proposed action – which was also incorporated in the Government’s Action Plan for 
Housing and Homelessness: Rebuilding Ireland published in July 2016 – is indicative of the 
ambitious priority attached to urban regeneration by the Government, as incorporated in the 
Programme for a Partnership Government, and is one of a series of specific actions proposed to 
facilitate the regeneration of our urban centres, many of which were adversely impacted by the 
economic downturn. 

To drive forward consideration and implementation of these actions, I have established a 
Working Group, chaired by my colleague, Damien English, T.D. the Minister of State with 
responsibility for Housing and Urban Renewal, and comprising senior representatives from 
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my Department, local authorities and other relevant actors, to bring forward proposals for new 
urban regeneration measures as early as possible. It is intended that the new measures will com-
plement the existing regeneration programme under my Department’s Social Housing Capital 
Programme, as well as other social regeneration initiatives already under way.  The Working 
Group is due to report by the end of the first quarter of 2017. 

31/01/2017WRR01100Commercial Rates

31/01/2017WRR01200278. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the detail of the workings of the rates alleviation scheme; if County Roscom-
mon will be included in this scheme in view of the high levels of rates in the county which are 
making it extremely difficult for rural businesses to survive; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [4296/17]

31/01/2017WRR01300304. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if his Department has considered proposals to introduce a rate relief scheme for 
start-up companies that set up in town centres and other neglected areas specified by the local 
authority as a means of rejuvenating town centres.  [4236/17]

31/01/2017WRR01400305. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if his Department has considered proposals to introduce an ability to pay clause 
for businesses that are struggling to pay commercial rates due to liquidity or solvency issues. 
[4237/17]

31/01/2017WRR01500306. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if his Department has considered proposals to create a national temporary rate 
relief for businesses that move into unoccupied premises for the purposes of helping to reduce 
the number of empty units across main streets in towns; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4238/17]

31/01/2017WRR01600307. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the progress his Department is making on establishing a commission to review 
the future of the commercial rates system. [4239/17]

31/01/2017WRR01700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 278 and 304 to 307, inclusive, together. 

Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for 
commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared by 
the independent Commissioner of Valuation pursuant to the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015.  The 
levying and collection of rates are matters for each individual local authority.   

Commercial rates form an important element of the funding of all local authorities.  Howev-
er, the legislative basis for the levying of rates is spread over a number of enactments, some dat-
ing back to the 19th century.  Many of the provisions are outdated and not suitable for business 
trends in the modern era.  I have asked my Department to develop proposals for the preparation 
of a consolidated Rates Bill to modernise and consolidate the legislation in this area.  Among 
the measures being considered for the General Scheme of the Bill are provisions to allow a local 
authority to introduce rates alleviation schemes to support, inter alia, urban regeneration and 
rural development. 

The Government recently launched Realising Our Rural Potential: The Action Plan for Ru-
ral Development.  The Plan is aimed at delivering real change for people living and working 
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in rural Ireland and includes a specific action to determine the feasibility of enabling local au-
thorities to introduce rates alleviation schemes to support rural development policy objectives.  
I have asked my Department to develop proposals in this regard for inclusion in the General 
Scheme of the Rates Bill.  I hope to bring proposals in this regard to Government in the coming 
weeks. 

31/01/2017WRR01800Commercial Rates Yield

31/01/2017WRR01900279. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the total amount of rates which is collectable in County Roscommon for 
2018 from the rateable holders who have received proposed valuation certificates under the new 
valuation system; the way in which that figure varies from the amount taken in for 2017; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [4297/17]

31/01/2017WRR02000303. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government his views on the fact that the county-wide valuations that have just been com-
pleted in counties Kildare, Leitrim, Longford, Offaly, Roscommon, Sligo and Westmeath could 
lead to substantially higher commercial rates being paid by businesses; and if his attention has 
been drawn to reported instances in which businesses in these counties have received valuations 
that would have the effect of substantially increasing their commercial rates bill.  [4235/17]

31/01/2017WRR02100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 279 and 303 together.

Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for com-
mercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared by the 
independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015.  The Commis-
sioner for Valuation has sole responsibility for all valuation matters except appeals of valuation 
procedures set out under the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015, as amended, which comes under the 
remit of an independent Valuation Tribunal.  The Valuation Acts come under the aegis of my 
colleague, the Tanaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality. 

Under Part 5 of the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015, the Commissioner of Valuation is con-
ducting a revaluation of all commercial and industrial properties throughout the State.  To date, 
revaluations have been completed in South Dublin County Council, Fingal County Council, 
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council, Dublin City Council, Waterford City and County 
Council and Limerick City and County Council.  I understand that revaluations in 10 local 
authorities, including Kildare, Leitrim, Longford, Offaly, Roscommon, Sligo and Westmeath 
County Councils are due to be completed this year with valuations to take effect for rates pur-
poses for 2018. 

I am aware of recent media reports that certain business owners have stated that they will 
face higher rates bills.  However, it is not the purpose of a revaluation to increase or decrease 
the total amount of commercial rates collected by local authorities but rather to ensure that the 
valuations used for rating purposes are up-to-date and reflect current market conditions.  With 
this in mind, it is possible that some ratepayers may see the rateable valuation of their properties 
increase while other ratepayers may see the rateable valuation of their properties decrease.  Sec-
tion 56 of the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015, as amended by section 8 of the Local Government 
(Business Improvement Districts) Act 2006, provides that I, as Minister, can make an order 
directing a rating authority to limit the overall amount of income it could raise through rates in 
the year following a revaluation to the total amount of rates liable to be paid to it in the previous 
year, adjusted for inflation.  Rate limitation orders have been made in each of the local authori-
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ties that have undergone a revaluation to date and I will be making further orders later this year 
in respect of the rating authorities currently undergoing revaluations. 

31/01/2017WRR02200Planning Issues

31/01/2017WRR02300280. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if there is any limit to the number of times a developer can apply for planning 
permission for wind turbine development at a specific site. [4333/17]

31/01/2017WRR02400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Planning legislation does not place any restrictions on the number of times an ap-
plication for planning permission may be sought for a particular type or class of development 
on a specific site. 

31/01/2017WRR02500Motor Tax

31/01/2017WRR02600281. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the policy rationale for the need to tax a vehicle which is to be declared 
off the road; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4427/17]

31/01/2017WRR02700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Non-Use of Motor Vehicles Act 2013 came into effect on 1 July 2013.  The 
primary purpose of the Act is to replace the system whereby a vehicle was declared off the road 
retrospectively with a system under which the vehicle must be declared off the road in advance.  
The system of making retrospective declarations had become a means of evasion of motor tax 
estimated to have cost some €50m annually.

The Act provides that a vehicle can be declared off the road for a minimum period of three 
months and a maximum period of twelve months.  Where the owner of a vehicle wishes to 
make a declaration of non-use, he or she must do so during the final month of an existing tax 
disc or a previously made declaration of non-use.  The declaration can be made on-line at www.
motortax.ie or through the local motor tax office.  The National Vehicle and Driver File, under 
the auspices of the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, issues renewal notices at the 
beginning of the final month of tax or a previously made declaration of non-use to remind mo-
torists that the vehicle must be either taxed or declared off the road for a further period. 

Where a declaration of non-use is not made in the final month of a tax disc or previously 
made declaration of non-use, a vehicle must be taxed for the minimum period provided for in 
motor tax legislation for the category of vehicle concerned. A new declaration can then be made 
at any stage during the final month of the new motor tax disc if the vehicle is thereafter not go-
ing to be in use in a public place.   

These arrangements were well publicised at the time of introduction of the legislation.   

31/01/2017WRR02800Mortgage to Rent Scheme

31/01/2017WRR02900282. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number of persons who have been approved for mortgage to rent but 
have not had an interested institution buy their property; and his plans in this regard.  [4472/17]
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31/01/2017WRR03000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I refer to the reply to Question No. 466 of 17 January 2017, which sets out the posi-
tion with regard to the number of applications under the Mortgage to Rent scheme that did not 
complete.

To the end of December 2016, 155 Mortgage to Rent applications did not proceed to com-
pletion as no Approved Housing Body was in a position to purchase the property concerned.  
This can be for a variety of reasons including financial viability, the location of the property, 
the ability of the AHB to increase their participation in the scheme, the type of property and the 
condition of the property. 

A review of the Mortgage to Rent scheme for borrowers of private commercial lending 
institutions is now being finalised and I expect it will recommend a number of changes to the 
current scheme to make it work better for borrowers.   

31/01/2017WRR03100Housing Estates

31/01/2017WRR03200283. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number and names of estates taken in charge by a local authority (details 
supplied) in 2016; the number and names of estates awaiting the taking in charge process in the 
same local authority currently; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3747/17]

31/01/2017WRR03300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): In relation to details of the overall numbers and names of estates taken in charge by 
Clare County Council annually and those estates waiting to be taken in charge, this information 
is not collected by my Department and would be obtainable from the relevant local authority in 
the normal manner.

The National Taking-in-Charge Initiative (NTICI) for residential estates, with funding of 
€10 million, was launched in April 2016 to explore enhanced systems and procedures and new 
methods of working to accelerate the taking-in-charge process of housing estates.  Further in-
formation on the NTICI can be found on my Department’s website at the following link: http://
www.housing.gov.ie/search/archived/current?query=Taking%20in%20Charge .   

Under the terms of the NTICI, only those developments subject to valid taking-in-charge 
applications were eligible for inclusion in the call for proposals.  It is important to note that the 
NTICI was not intended to establish a rolling annual funding programme to take in charge all 
estates not yet taken in charge, but was instead intended to develop better knowledge and sys-
tems to support the taking-in- charge of further estates over time. 

As requested by the Deputy, the table below sets out details of estates in County Clare to be 
taken in charge under the NTICI scheme in 2016.   

Name of Estate Area No . of Houses 
Aisling Court Cratloe 7 
Castlecourt Cratloe 5 
Chapel Court Sixmilebridge 12 
Dolmen Village Ballyvaughan 12 
Frenchcourt Clonroad, Ennis 32 
Hillcrest Ennis 20 
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Name of Estate Area No . of Houses 
Power’s Court & Ardmore 
Estates 

Tulla 40 

Riverside Court Clonroadmore, Ennis 39 
Ros na Greine Shannon 10 
Woodview Park Ennistymon 13 
Woodview Heights Sixmilebridge 17 
Ballymulcashel Kilmurry 23 

Total Number of Houses in 
NTICI Estates 

230 

I intend that the experience and learning from the operation of the NTICI over the course of 
2016 will be used to point the way forward in relation to supporting the taking-in-charge pro-
cess in to the future and my Department intends to publish a report on the Initiative’s findings 
and recommendations by this Summer.  

31/01/2017WRR03400Building Regulations Compliance

31/01/2017WRR03500284. Deputy Josepha Madigan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the recourse available to apartment owners being footed with a bill for is-
sues that they had no involvement in (details supplied). [3804/17]

31/01/2017WRR03600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Damien English): I wish to acknowledge the anxiety and upset caused to the 
owners and residents of housing developments, including the development referred to, when 
fire safety and other building defect issues arise.

Under the Building Control Acts 1990 to 2014,primary responsibility for compliance with 
the requirements of the Building Regulations rests with the designers, builders and owners of 
buildings.  Enforcement of the Building Regulations is a matter for the 31 local building control 
authorities who have extensive powers of inspection and investigation under the Acts.  Neither 
I nor my Department has any role in relation to enforcement matters and cannot interfere in 
individual cases. 

Building defects, in general, are matters for resolution between the contracting parties in-
volved, i.e. the homeowner, the builder/developer and/or their respective insurers.   

31/01/2017WRR03700Pyrite Issues

31/01/2017WRR03800285. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide an update on the situation of householders in counties Mayo 
and Donegal whose houses have been affected by pyrite; and the timeframe for dealing with 
this issue. [3824/17]

31/01/2017WRR03900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Damien English): An expert panel on concrete blocks was established by 
my Department in April 2016 to investigate the problems that have emerged in the concrete 
blockwork of certain dwellings in Donegal and Mayo.  The panel have the following terms of 
reference: - 

(i)  To identify, insofar as it is possible, the numbers of private dwellings which appear to be 
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affected by defects in the blockwork in the Counties of Donegal and Mayo; 

(ii)  To carry out a desktop study, which would include a consultation process with affected 
homeowners, public representatives, local authorities, product manufacturers, building profes-
sionals, testing laboratories, industry stakeholders and other relevant parties, to establish the 
nature of the problem in the affected dwellings; 

(iii)  To outline a range of technical options for remediation and the means by which those 
technical options could be applied; and 

(iv)  To submit a report within six months.   

The expert panel on concrete blocks met on eleven occasions since it was first established 
and a similar number of meetings have taken place with key stakeholders, including affected 
homeowners, the elected members of Donegal and Mayo County Councils, local authority of-
ficials, industry bodies, academics, public representatives and other interested parties.  A sub-
stantial volume of information has been provided by affected homeowners in both counties, as 
well as from Donegal and Mayo County Councils; additional information was also provided 
through the consultation process.   

The panel are now in the process of finalising their report which is anticipated shortly.  In 
this regard, I will await the outcome of the panel’s report before considering what further ac-
tions may be required to assist the parties directly involved in reaching a satisfactory resolution 
to the problems that have emerged in the two counties. 

Social and Affordable Housing Data

31/01/2017WRS00200286. Deputy Michael D’Arcy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number of affordable housing estates that were funded by his Depart-
ment in each of the years 2014 to 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3840/17]

31/01/2017WRS00300287. Deputy Michael D’Arcy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number of affordable houses that were sold nationwide in each of the 
years 2014 to 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3841/17]

31/01/2017WRS00400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 286 and 287 together.

The provision by local authorities of affordable housing under the Affordable Housing 
Scheme 1999 was not funded by my Department, but by loans from the Housing Finance Agen-
cy.  In 2011 the Government announced the standing down of the provision of Affordable Hous-
ing (the 1999 Affordable Housing Scheme, affordable housing under Part V of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000, and the Affordable Housing Initiative).

Local authorities have been carrying a certain stock of unsold affordable houses, mainly ac-
quired under Part V, which they generally have been renting to social housing tenants.  A small 
number of such houses may have been sold by local authorities in recent years; my Department 
does not hold information in relation to this matter.

Planning Issues

31/01/2017WRS00500288. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
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and Local Government the number of planning appeals in which the case officer for An Bord 
Pleanála recommended a grant of permission, only for the board members to subsequently re-
fuse permission, per county, in each the years 2015 to 2016, in tabular form.  [3861/17]

31/01/2017WRS00600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Section 34(10) of the Planning And Development Act 2000-2014 provides that, 
where a decision by the Board to grant or refuse permission is different, in relation to the grant-
ing or refusal of permission, from the recommendation in a report of a person assigned to report 
on an appeal on behalf of the Board, a statement, giving the reasons on which the Board’s deci-
sion is based, shall also indicate the main reasons for not accepting the recommendation in the 
Inspector’s report to grant or refuse permission.  The detailed information sought in relation to 
the number of cases, on a county by county basis, where the decision by the Board to refuse 
permission is different to the recommendation of the Inspector, is not readily available in my 
Department.  However, in its Annual Reports, An Bord Pleanála provides information on the 
number of cases.  There were 204 such cases (or 12.7% of the total number of cases) in 2015, 
and 244 cases (14.8%) in 2016 (provisional figure).

Approved Housing Bodies

31/01/2017WRS00700289. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the reason ten houses (details supplied) in Cluainín, Mountrath, County Laois, 
have been left idle for three years. [3942/17]

31/01/2017WRS00800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I understand that the units referred to in the Question were purchased by an Ap-
proved Housing Body (AHB) using their own finance in November 2015.  These units, when 
ready for occupation, will be made available to the local authority for social housing under 
long-term Payment and Availability arrangements between the AHB and the local authority, 
the cost of which will be funded by my Department’s Social Housing Current Expenditure 
Programme (SHCEP).  I am advised that following the purchase of the units, an architect was 
appointed by the AHB to oversee the necessary completion works and detailed inspections 
revealed a number of issues that required resolution in order to ensure tenant safety and compli-
ance with the building control legislation.  Laois County Council has been kept informed of the 
issues with this development throughout 2016 and it is anticipated that work on the units will 
be completed in June 2017.

Thatching Grants Eligibility

31/01/2017WRS00900290. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 335 of 27 September 2016, if he will award 
a thatching grant to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3948/17]

31/01/2017WRS01000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): As outlined to the Deputy in my response to his Questions No. 335 of 27 September 
2016 and No. 189 of 8 November 2016, the Thatching Grant provided by my Department in 
2014 in respect of the property referred to was for the full eligible amount.  The applicant in 
question has been notified of this and that, under the Thatching Grant Scheme, a property is not 
eligible for new funding within 7 years of previous funding.
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Private Rented Accommodation

31/01/2017WRS01100291. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide details of the new affordable rental scheme to be piloted 
in the Dublin City Council area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3959/17]

31/01/2017WRS01200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Action 4.6 of Rebuilding Ireland provides for the introduction of an affordable rental 
scheme to enhance the capacity of the private rented sector to provide quality and affordable ac-
commodation for households currently paying a disproportionate amount of disposable income 
on rent.  As set out in the recently published Strategy for the Rental Sector, this commitment 
is to be progressed through kick-starting supply in rent pressure zones.  Lands held by local 
authorities in rent pressure zones are to be brought to market on a competitive tendering basis, 
with a view to leveraging the value of the land to deliver the optimum number of units for rent 
, targeting middle income households, in mixed tenure developments.  The cost of providing 
rental units is to be permanently reduced by lowering the initial investment and development 
costs for providers - AHB or private - allowing the rental units to be made available at below 
market prices without the need for ongoing rental subsidies.

The local authorities concerned will identify a number of sites with the potential for up to 
1,000 units of accommodation and will move forward, as soon as possible, to issue calls for 
proposals from parties interested in developing projects.  As speed of delivery will be critically 
important, appropriate licence arrangements, incorporating clear timescales for delivery, will 
be a key feature of the process.

This programme is being co-ordinated with the dedicated measures in Rebuilding Ireland 
to accelerate housing output from the Major Urban Housing Delivery Sites, including support 
from the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) where necessary.

Electoral Commission Administration

31/01/2017WRS01300292. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 286 of 18 October 2016, when the 
boundary review commission established to examine the boundary between counties Kilkenny 
and Waterford is expected to publish its concluding report in view of the fact that it is now ten 
months past the initial deadline for publication of 31 March 2016; the amount of money spent 
to date or the amount of funding approved by his Department on the process in respect of the 
Carlow-Kilkenny examination only from establishment in 2015 to date; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3963/17]

31/01/2017WRS01400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The report of the Waterford Boundary Review Committee was submitted to me in 
late December 2016.  I will be considering it along with the other boundary reports, which I in-
tend to address as part of the overall report on local government matters to be submitted to Gov-
ernment and the Oireachtas in mid-2017 under the Programme for a Partnership Government.

General expenses recouped to date specifically in relation to the Carlow and Waterford 
boundary review committees amount to €8,051.

Animal Breeding Regulations
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31/01/2017WRS01500293. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the steps his Department has taken to ensure the effective participation of the 
general public in relation to the amendment of guidelines to the Dog Breeding Establishment 
Act 2010. [3265/17]

31/01/2017WRS01600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): In late 2015, the then Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment agreed to begin a process of review of the current Dog Breeding Establishment (DBE) 
Guidelines, under the auspices of the County and City Management Association (CCMA) Dogs 
Working Group.  The work undertaken to date has been to produce a first draft revision of the 
Guidelines.  However, I considered it essential to broaden the review of the Guidelines to a 
more formal public consultation, both for quality assurance and to address the need for open-
ness and inclusiveness.  A wide-scale formal public consultative process commenced on Thurs-
day, 1 December 2016 and will close on 28 February 2017.

Advertisements to announce the commencement of the public consultation were placed in 
the national newspapers and in the Irish Farmers Journal.  The process was also extensively pro-
moted through a press release from my Department, extensive coverage on national and online 
media, my Department’s Twitter account, local authorities and other stakeholders.   

Written submissions, preferably in electronic format, on the draft revised DBE Guidelines 
must be submitted by 5.30 p.m. on Tuesday 28 February 2017 to:   

-  email: dbeguidelinesreview@housing.gov.ie   

or   

-  by post to the Dog Control Unit, Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government, Government Buildings, Ballina, Co. Mayo. F26 E8N6.

  Full details of the public consultation process are available on my Department’s website at 
http://www.housing.gov.ie/review-dog-breeding-establishments.

Control of Dogs

31/01/2017WRS01700294. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the reason, in view of the fact that each local authority is providing the same ser-
vice, there is such a disparity between the standards of interpretation of the Control of Dogs Act 
1986 in different pounds and the costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4012/17]

31/01/2017WRS01800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I refer to the reply to Questions Numbers 78 and 79 of 30 November, 2016 which 
sets out the position in relation to this matter.

Local Authority Housing

31/01/2017WRS01900295. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the average relet time for vacant local authority housing in 2016 and in 
each of the past three years, by local authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4030/17]

31/01/2017WRS02000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
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Coveney): Statistics on the average re-letting times for local authority social housing are gath-
ered by the National Oversight and Audit Commission and are set out by local authority in their 
report on Performance Indicators in Local Authorities.  These statistics are available for both 
2014 and 2015 at the following links: http://noac.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/NOAC-Per-
formance-Indicators-Report-2014.pdf  and http://noac.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/2015-
PI-Report.pdf .   

The statistics as gathered by the National Oversight and Audit Commission illustrate the 
average time from date of vacation of a social house to the date when a new tenancy has com-
menced.  This includes the time taken to re-let a house and does not, therefore, separately cap-
ture the time from a house being vacated to when necessary repairs are complete. 

Feedback from local authorities is that the time taken by them to turn around vacant social 
houses can vary significantly from property to property, depending on the level of refurbishment 
required in each individual case.  Additionally, the funding that my Department provides to lo-
cal authorities to remediate certain social housing includes support for the energy retrofitting of 
the property.  While this may add to the work required to remediate a house, it is an important 
upgrade to the property which brings notable fuel efficiency advantages to the incoming tenant.

Local Authority Staff Recruitment

31/01/2017WRS02100296. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government when four permanent members of staff (details supplied) will be put in place 
to cover retirements from 2016-2017 to ensure that 450 square miles are covered for mainte-
nance and emergency. [4050/17]

31/01/2017WRS02200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each Chief Executive is re-
sponsible for the staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the func-
tions of the local authorities for which he or she is responsible.  In this regard, it is a matter for 
each individual Chief Executive to recruit and assign staff to specific business function areas.

Water Safety

31/01/2017WRS02300297. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government his plans for improving water safety. [4058/17]

31/01/2017WRS02400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department has responsibility for Irish Water Safety, the statutory body estab-
lished to promote water safety in Ireland.  Irish Water Safety’s role is to educate people in water 
safety best practices and develop public awareness campaigns to promote necessary attitudes, 
rescue skills and behaviour to prevent drownings and water related accidents.  Their activities 
include teaching swimming and lifesaving techniques and through their classes people can 
qualify as pool and beach lifeguards.  They also hold lectures and demonstrations to members 
of the public and other interested parties and publish literature to promote water safety and 
target at-risk groups.  The activities of the organisation are underpinned by the dedication and 
commitment of its many member volunteers across the country, which grew to 4,738 by end 
2016.

Irish Water Safety’s annual income is comprised of a grant from my Department, a con-
tribution from local authorities and income from commercial activities and sponsorship.  My 
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Department’s grant – towards the organisation’s core costs - amounts to €507,000 in 2017.

Since 2014, my Department has allocated a grant of €150,000 in additional funding to Irish 
Water Safety for drowning prevention measures. Deaths by drowning have ranged between 
110 and 140 per annum in the years 2012 to 2015.  The factors that influence drownings are 
many and complicated but promoting awareness has a measurable effect.  In recognition of the 
tremendous work by Irish Water Safety in the promotion of water safety, I have increased this 
additional funding to €500,000 in 2017.

I will continue to work with Irish Water Safety to ensure that the resources available are used 
to their fullest potential and to support them in developing responses to water safety challenges.

Social and Affordable Housing Provision

31/01/2017WRS02500298. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number of local authorities that have applied for available fast-track 
funding options for the provision of social housing; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [4219/17]

31/01/2017WRS02600300. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number of voluntary housing agencies that have applied for available 
fast-track funding options for the provision of social housing; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [4221/17]

31/01/2017WRS02700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 298 and 300 together.

I assume that the Deputy is referring to the single-stage approval process for social housing 
capital construction schemes with a budget of less than €2m and up to 15 housing units. 

To date, two local authorities have availed of this process in respect of construction projects 
they are advancing.  A number of other proposals that may be advanced using this approach are 
currently being discussed between the local authorities in question and my Department, as part 
of the informal consultation that happens at technical level in the development of new construc-
tion proposals.  I expect this will lead to further take-up on this initiative over time.  This single 
stage approval process is available on a pilot basis to local authorities and currently does not 
include approved housing body led schemes.

Social and Affordable Housing Data

31/01/2017WRS02800299. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number of modular housing units which have been provided to date and 
the location of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4220/17]

31/01/2017WRS02900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): At the end of 2016, a total of 350 rapid build homes were advancing through various 
stages of delivery, including construction, with 22 rapid build homes in Dublin City Council’s 
area being delivered and occupied in 2016.  A further 650 rapid build homes will be advanced 
in 2017 and another 500 homes in 2018.

My Department is working closely with all local authorities in relation to increasing and ac-
celerating the delivery of a range of social housing programmes and supports, including rapid 
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build homes.  In addition, the Office of Government Procurement, this month, has established a 
national multi-party framework agreement for the provision of rapid delivery housing projects.  
Local Authorities and Approved Housing Bodies (AHB’s) and other Framework Clients may 
award contracts under the Framework Agreement in accordance with the rules set out in the 
Agreement.

Finally, it is important to note that the rapid build programme needs to be viewed in the 
context of the wider range of social housing build, acquisition and leasing programmes, which 
are being advanced by Local Authorities and AHB’s. 

Question No. 300 answered with Question No. 298.

Social and Affordable Housing Eligibility

31/01/2017WRT00200301. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the income threshold limits for social housing applicant households for all 
local authorities, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4222/17]

31/01/2017WRT00300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011 prescribe maximum net income 
limits for each housing authority, in different bands according to the area, with income being 
defined and assessed according to a standard Household Means Policy.  A table setting out the 
details of the three bands and the limits currently applicable in each housing authority area is 
available on my Department’s website at the following link: 

http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/migrated-files/en/Publications/Develop-
mentandHousing/Housing/table_with 2016_income_limits.pdf.

The income bands are expressed in terms of a maximum net income threshold for a single-
person household, with an allowance of 5% for each additional adult household member, sub-
ject to a maximum allowance under this category of 10%; and 2.5% for each child, subject to 
a maximum allowance under this category of 10%.  The maximum net income threshold for a 
household in Co. Tipperary is therefore €30,000. 

Income is defined and assessed according to a standard Household Means Policy which was 
issued by the Minister under Regulation 17 of the 2011 Regulations.  The policy sets out the 
manner in which housing authorities are to assess the means of any household seeking social 
housing support.  Net income is defined as gross household income less income tax, PRSI and 
the universal social charge.  The policy defines the types of income to be taken into consider-
ation when assessing eligibility for social housing support.  Authorities do have discretion to 
disregard income that is considered to be temporary, short-term or once off in nature and which 
is outside the regular pattern of a person’s income.

The limits will continue to be kept under review by my Department, as part of the broader 
social housing reform agenda set out in the Social Housing Strategy 2020.

Social and Affordable Housing Provision

31/01/2017WRT00400302. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if he will address concerns that local authority procurement processes are 
significantly delaying the provision of social housing; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4223/17]
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31/01/2017WRT00500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Procurement in relation to social housing build developments, from pre-planning 
through to construction, arises primarily in relation to procurement of consultants and procure-
ment of contractors.  These procurement arrangements are the normal national and EU procure-
ment requirements, as required by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in respect 
of all publicly-funded capital projects.  As major public sector bodies, local authorities deal 
with procurement on an ongoing basis across many areas of activity, not just social housing 
construction.  Accordingly, they have a strong level of experience and expertise in the area of 
procurement.

However, I recognise that the ramping up of social housing activity in line with the targets 
of Rebuilding Ireland will create additional challenges for local authorities and AHBs.  Accord-
ingly, Rebuilding Ireland contains a commitment that the Housing Agency will establish a new 
Housing Procurement Unit to provide a procurement centre of excellence and advice in support 
of local authorities and AHBs in the accelerated delivery of their social housing programmes.  
The Procurement Unit has now been established and I look forward to the positive benefits it 
will bring in assisting social housing delivery.

Question No. 303 answered with Question No. 279.

Questions Nos. 304 to 307, inclusive, answered with Question No. 278.

Departmental Funding

31/01/2017WRT00800308. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the funding and funding streams provided for the construction of a project 
(details supplied); if any public consultation on the project took place; if so, the details of same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4287/17]

31/01/2017WRT00900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I have no function in the matters raised which are the responsibility of my colleague, 
the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, as I understand that fund-
ing was provided for this project under the Rural Economic Development Zones initiative.

Motor Tax Yield

31/01/2017WRT01000309. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the yield from motor tax for each year between 2013 to 2016, by each local 
authority area of Dún Laoghaire–Rathdown and Dublin City Council, in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [4358/17]

31/01/2017WRT01100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Dublin City Council collects motor tax on behalf of South Dublin, Fingal and Dún 
Laoghaire-Rathdown County Councils.  A breakdown of the receipts between the individual 
authority areas is not available.  Total gross motor tax receipts (including online receipts) for 
the Dublin area for the years requested are set out in the table.  

Date Total Yield
2013 €284,784,205 
2014 €288,530,394 
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Date Total Yield
2015 €280,605,054 
2016 € 266,877,392 

Harbours and Piers Development

31/01/2017WRT01200310. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the real need to develop facilities at Gre-
encastle Harbour and Leenan Pier in County Donegal; if his attention has been further drawn to 
the fact that his Department’s funding system for piers and harbours severely curtails Donegal 
county council’s ability to carry out the necessary improvement works; and if he will urgently 
review this funding system. [4359/17]

31/01/2017WRT01300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I have no function in relation to the provision of funding for individual piers and 
harbours.  The funding for such infrastructural works is a matter for Donegal County Council, 
in the first instance.

Water Services Provision

31/01/2017WRT01400311. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the reason responsibility to repair and maintain combined drains, private 
drains and connections were not transferred to Irish Water; if his attention has been drawn to the 
fact that this is causing significant distress to dwellers and homeowners who are facing unfair 
financial liability for such repair; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4415/17]

31/01/2017WRT01500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): With effect from 1 January 2014, Irish Water is responsible for delivering public 
water services.  Irish Water is also responsible for water services infrastructure including water 
supply pipes or drainage pipes extending from a waterworks or wastewater works to the curti-
lage of a private property.

Under sections 43 and 54 of the Water Services Act 2007, responsibility for maintenance 
and replacement of any water or wastewater pipes, connections or distribution systems that are 
located within the boundary of a private property rests with the owner.  This was the position 
that pertained prior to the establishment of Irish Water, when individual local authorities held 
responsibility for public water services and infrastructure.

While the legal position is set out in the 2007 Act, my Department is engaging with Irish 
Water to set out clearly the responsibilities of Irish Water and property owners in relation to 
water supply and wastewater infrastructure.

Homeless Persons Supports

31/01/2017WRT01600312. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government if he will ensure that all homeless persons regardless of the location they 
live or their family status will have access to a key worker or similar support, in view of the 
fact this is a crucial service in order to help persons get back on their feet; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [4479/17]
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31/01/2017WRT01700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a na-
tional framework of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities 
in addressing homelessness at local level.  Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision 
of accommodation and related homeless services rests with individual housing authorities.  My 
Department has no function in relation to operational issues such as those outlined in the Ques-
tion.  The Health Service Executive also oversees the provision of health and social care sup-
ports for homeless individuals.

31/01/2017WRU00200Traveller Accommodation

31/01/2017WRU00300313. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the criteria for replacing substandard, damaged or overcrowded mobile 
homes for members of the Traveller community; and the resources available for local authori-
ties, either from their own resources or through his Department, to allow replacements to take 
place. [4495/17]

31/01/2017WRU00400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, housing 
authorities have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommodation needs of 
Travellers and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual Traveller Accom-
modation Programmes (TAPs) in their areas.  My Department’s role is to ensure that there are 
adequate structures and supports in place to assist the authorities in providing such accom-
modation, including a national framework of policy, legislation and funding.    As part of the 
capital funding supports provided by my Department, funding of 50% is provided to housing 
authorities for the purchase of ‘Emergency Replacement Mobiles’.  An emergency in this re-
spect is an unanticipated event, such as flood/storm/fire damage, that would render a caravan/
mobile uninhabitable or dangerous to live in.  Non-emergency replacements i.e. where mobiles 
falls into disrepair over time due to lack of maintenance, are expected to be anticipated and 
preventative action taken by the owner/Local Authority. These replacements are funded from 
the Local Authorities’ own resources. 

A scheme of loans and grants for the purchase of caravans by Travellers was established by 
Circular TAU1/2000, underpinned by Section 25 of the 1998 Traveller Accommodation Act. 
This provision gives local authorities discretionary powers to extend loans to Traveller families 
to aid the purchase of caravans with a grant element funded by my Department of 10% of the 
purchase price of the caravan up to a maximum of €640. 

My Department has commissioned the Housing Agency to conduct a full review of the op-
eration of this scheme in each Local Authority since its introduction. The review commenced in 
November 2016 and a report with recommendations is expected to be submitted to my Depart-
ment in Q2, 2017.

31/01/2017WRU00500Local Authority Housing Funding

31/01/2017WRU00600314. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government when authorisation will be given to Meath County Council to commence a 
programme of house acquisition; and if funding will be provided. [4497/17]

31/01/2017WRU00700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department has recently given approval for Meath County Council to proceed 
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with its planned programme of acquisitions.  Subject to compliance with the usual conditions, 
these acquisitions will be funded by my Department following submission of the requisite fund-
ing applications and supporting documentation by Meath County Council.

31/01/2017WRU00800Local Authority Housing Provision

31/01/2017WRU00900315. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government when Meath County Council will be given permission to proceed to tender 
for and build a small estate of houses in Ratoath, County Meath. [4498/17]

31/01/2017WRU01000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The project referred to in the Question is not at tender stage.  An application was 
recently submitted by Meath County Council seeking approval to proceed with Part 8 planning 
for this scheme. The Council’s submission is currently under consideration and it is expected 
that a reply will issue shortly.

  Question No. 316 answered with Question No. 274.

31/01/2017WRU01200Residential Tenancies Board

31/01/2017WRU01300317. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number of vacant positions on the board of the Residential Tenancies 
Board; and the efforts that are being made to fill these places. [4520/17]

31/01/2017WRU01400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): There are currently no vacant positions on the Board of the Residential Tenancies 
Board (RTB).  However, the terms of appointment of 3 Board Members will expire on 31 
March 2017. In accordance with Government policy, the Public Appointments Service (PAS) 
will be given responsibility for putting in place an open and transparent system through which 
applications can be made for appointments to the Board. The dedicated website, www.state-
boards.ie, is the channel through which the PAS will advertise these vacancies and I expect this 
process to commence shortly.

31/01/2017WRU01500Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists

31/01/2017WRU01600318. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that persons that are on the social 
housing waiting list with Galway City Council for some time (details supplied) are now being 
required to cancel their application with Galway City Council and reapply to Galway County 
Council, thereby losing their place on the social housing waiting list with Galway City Council 
in respect of their Galway city and Galway county areas of preferences; his plans to change 
these regulations to avoid this situation and the duplication of work it is causing; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4529/17]

31/01/2017WRU01700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Section 20 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and the Social 
Housing Assessment Regulations 2011 set down a standard procedure for assessing applicants 
for social housing support. A household may apply for support to one housing authority only, 
which may be the authority for the area in which the household normally resides or with which 
it has a local connection, or the authority that agrees, at its discretion, to assess the household 
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for support. In determining whether a household has a local connection with its area, a housing 
authority must have regard to whether a household member:  - lived in the area for a continuous 
five- year period at any time in the past,   

- is employed in the area or within 15 km of the area,   

- is in full-time education, or attending specialist medical care in the area, or   

- has a relative (defined in the Regulations) living in the area for two years or longer.   

A household meeting either the residence or local connection condition may specify up to 
three areas of choice for receipt of support in the areas of all housing authorities in the county 
and city concerned and, if qualified, will be entered on the housing waiting list of each of those 
housing authorities. Thus, a household that applies to Galway City Council could, if qualified 
for support, be also entered on the waiting list of Galway County Council without having to 
make a separate application to the latter.   

I am not aware of households qualified with Galway City Council for social housing sup-
port, which includes the Housing Assistance Payment scheme, having to reapply to Galway 
County Council to avail of the scheme.  However, if the Deputy wishes to furnish further details 
on the matter, I will arrange for my Department to follow up on the matter.

31/01/2017WRU01800Local Authority Housing Funding

31/01/2017WRU01900319. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the detail of the allocation of funds to Galway County Council and Galway 
City Council for housing in 2016; the amount actually remitted to the two councils respectively 
for housing in 2016; the number of new units built and completed with this money; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [4611/17]

31/01/2017WRU02000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Rather than annualised allocations, funding for the delivery of new social housing 
is provided as local authorities advance projects or acquire housing. It is only certain pro-
grammes for the improvement of existing stock for which annual allocations are provided to 
local authorities.  In respect of the provision of new social housing, funding is provided to local 
authorities under my Department’s Social Housing Capital Investment programme to deliver 
additional social housing stock through new construction projects and through the acquisition 
of new and previously owned houses and apartments to accommodate persons on local author-
ity social housing waiting lists.   

Arising from the Social Housing Strategy, targets and provisional funding allocations were 
notified to each local authority , including Galway City and Galway County Councils, from 
2015 out to end-2017.  These targets are available on my Department’s website at the follow-
ing link: http://www.environ.ie/housing/social-housing/minsters-kelly-coffey-announce-eu15-
billion-social-housing-targets-local.

The Galway authorities have a combined target of 1,126 social housing units to end-2017, 
supported by an allocation of €58.5m, to be invested in a combination of building, buying and 
leasing schemes.   

Following on from the notification of these targets, approvals for a substantial number of 
new social housing projects have issued, details of which are available on my Department’s 
website at the following links:  -
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http://www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/News/MainBody,41340,en.htm 

http://www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/News/MainBody,42225,en.htm 

http://www.environ.ie/housing/social-housing/ministers-kelly-coffey-announce-further-
1000-social-housing-units. 

These include over 270 new housing units in respect of the Galway authorities, supported 
by investment of some €45 million. Additional projects in respect of Galway County Council 
that have also been approved which are not listed at the above links are: 

Location AHB Estimated Cost No. of Units 
Rossaveal Cottages, 
Ros á Mhíl Conne-
mara 

Tearmann Eanna Teo €1,175,000 8 

Caheroyn, Athenry Peter Triest Housing 
Association 

€407,000 3 

In addition to the above projects, under the €300 million public private partnership (PPP) 
model for new social housing, 73 new units are earmarked for a site at Ballyburke in Galway 
City. 

As well as capital-funded projects, the Galway local authorities have also been collaborat-
ing with a number of AHBs to deliver additional social housing through the CALF (Capital 
Advance Leasing Facility) scheme. In 2016, there were 15 new social homes delivered in this 
way and a healthy pipeline for future delivery is in place, with approvals made for the delivery 
of a further 204 units across 9 projects by AHBs. 

I am keen that all local authorities advance all of these projects as soon as possible and I 
have assured them that funding is available to fully support their efforts in this regard. 

In 2016, capital funding for housing delivery by Galway City Council was self-funded from 
their local property tax receipts.  A total of €2,173,786 of self-funding was expended across 
a range of capital housing programmes, with €607,625 of this contributed towards their lo-
cal authority housing construction and acquisition programmes.  My Department provided 
€1,230,910 to Galway County Council to support them in the delivery of their local authority 
housing construction and acquisition programmes, with a further €3,199,866 provided for proj-
ects by AHBs under my Department’s Capital Assistance Scheme. 

In respect of the number of new units built and completed with this funding, my Department 
publishes a wide range of statistical information on housing delivery, including information on 
social housing units constructed and acquired in respect of all local authorities and AHBs.  This 
is published on my Department’s website at the following link: http://www.environ.ie/housing/
social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-housing-provision.   

The information on the website is currently provided up to the end of quarter 3 of 2016; in-
formation for the last quarter of 2016 is currently being finalised and will be published shortly.

31/01/2017WRU02100Housing Adaptation Grant Data

31/01/2017WRU02200320. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the total allocation for housing adaption grants for Kildare County Council 
in each of the years 2014 to 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4615/17]



31 January 2017

251

31/01/2017WRU02300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department provides funding under the Housing Adaptation Grants for Older 
People and People with a Disability in relation to private homes.  The funding provided under 
this scheme to Kildare County Council in 2014, 2015 and 2016 was €1,819,830, €1,943,200 
and €2,204,809 respectively.  The Council drew down €1,676,952, €1,940,678 and €1,743,266 
over these years, respectively.  In addition, my Department provides funding to local authori-
ties for adaptations and extensions to the existing social housing stock to meet needs of elderly 
local authority tenants or those with a disability.  This funding also allows for the provision of 
extensions where needed to address over-crowding.  The funding provided by my Department 
under this scheme to Kildare County Council in 2014, 2015, 2016 was €329,829, €361,846 and 
€402,053, respectively.  The Council drew down €193,326, €268,917 and €670,289 over these 
years, respectively.   

31/01/2017WRU02400Departmental Staff Data

31/01/2017WRU02500321. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of staff under the aegis of his Department in the clerical officer, 
staff officer or equivalent grade; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4935/17]

31/01/2017WRU02600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The total number of full time equivalent (FTE) staff in my Department at these 
grades as of 31 December 2016 is as follows: 80.17 Clerical Officers and equivalents; 7.73 Staff 
Officers and equivalents.

31/01/2017WRV00200Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

31/01/2017WRV00300322. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Social Protection when a deci-
sion will be made on a person (details supplied) who has appealed a decision made by the 
domiciliary care department. [3796/17]

31/01/2017WRV00400Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
This lady applied for domiciliary care allowance in respect of her child on the 21st July 2016. 
The application was not allowed as it was considered that the child did not meet the eligibility 
criteria for the allowance.  A decision letter issued to her on the 7th November 2016. 

An appeal of this decision was registered on 28th November 2016 and additional informa-
tion on her child’s condition/care needs was supplied. The application together with the new 
information supplied has been forwarded to a Medical Assessor for their professional opinion. 
Upon receipt of the Medical Assessor’s opinion, the case will be further examined by a deciding 
officer, who will revise the original decision if warranted or alternatively, forward the case for 
consideration by the Social Welfare Appeals Office. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRV00500Disability Allowance Applications

31/01/2017WRV00600323. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will be 
made on a disability allowance claim (details supplied) in view of the fact that the application 
was submitted in August 2016. [3806/17]
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31/01/2017WRV00700Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): I 
can confirm that my Department received an application for disability allowance from this man 
on 22 August 2016.  

On 21 October 2016 the person concerned was requested to supply supporting documenta-
tion required by the deciding officer in order to make a decision on his eligibility.  As we have 
not received a response to date, my Department has issued a reminder. On receipt of this infor-
mation a decision will be made and the person concerned will be notified of the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRV00800Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

31/01/2017WRV00900324. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when a rent 
allowance payment will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3809/17]

31/01/2017WRV01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Rent Supplement payment 
for the client concerned is due to issue overnight in regards her rent increase. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRV01100Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

31/01/2017WRV01200325. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if rent support 
will issue in the case of a pending application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [3845/17]

31/01/2017WRV01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The client concerned was re-
quested to provide the Department with further documentation regarding her rent application 
on 6th   January 2017. On receipt of same, the claim will be assessed with regard to entitlement. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

31/01/2017WRV01400Illness Benefit Applications

31/01/2017WRV01500326. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
an application for illness benefit in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3909/17]

31/01/2017WRV01600Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
Illness Benefit is a payment for people who cannot work due to illness and who satisfy the pay 
related social insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions.  It is payable for a maximum of two 
years after which a person has to have paid a further 13 reckonable contributions to re-qualify 
for payment. 

The person concerned was in receipt of illness benefit previously and their entitlement ex-
hausted on 3 December 2014. As there have been no further paid contributions since then,  ill-
ness benefit cannot be awarded at present.

A further certificate of work incapacity was received on 24 November 2016.  As some sec-
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tions of the certificate were not completed, it was found necessary to return it to the person con-
cerned for completion.  When it is returned, the question of the award of credited contributions 
will be considered and they will be notified of the position.  Such contributions can be used to 
qualify for social welfare benefits in the future.

I hope that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRV01700Carer’s Allowance Payments

31/01/2017WRV01800327. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of a 
carer’s allowance for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3951/17]

31/01/2017WRV01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As a result of an appeals officer’s 
decision, carer’s allowance was awarded to the person concerned on 26 January 2017 and the 
first payment will issue to her nominated Post Office on 2 February 2017.  Arrears due for the 
period 3 September 2015 to 1 February 2017 will issue shortly.

The person concerned was notified on 26 January 2017 of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRV02000Disability Allowance Payments

31/01/2017WRV02100328. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application for 
a disability allowance will be processed for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3965/17]

31/01/2017WRV02200Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
This man has been awarded disability allowance with effect from 2 November 2016. The first 
payment will be made by his chosen payment method on 8 February 2017. 

Arrears of payment due will issue as soon as possible once any necessary adjustment is 
calculated and applied in respect of any overlapping payments or in respect of outstanding 
overpayments (if applicable). 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRV02300Respite Care Grant Eligibility

31/01/2017WRV02400329. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Social Protection the guidelines for al-
location of the respite care grant; the allowable working hours for a person in receipt of the 
grant; his views on whether a couple in which a parent is only working 15 hours per week and 
is available at all other times to provide full-time care to their child that has an intellectual dis-
ability and in addition presents with complex and chronic behavioural issues is not deserving of 
the respite care grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3985/17]

31/01/2017WRV02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The carer’s support grant (CSG) 
is an annual, non means tested payment, made by my Department to full-time carers.  It is paid 
automatically to carers who are already in receipt of carer’s allowance, carer’s benefit and 
domiciliary care allowance.  Payment is made on the 1st Thursday in June.  Other people who 
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are not in receipt of a social welfare payment but who are providing full time care and attention 
are also eligible and can apply for the grant to my Department.

The primary conditions to be satisfied are that the carer; be aged 16 or over; be ordinarily 
resident in the State and provide full-time care for the person for at least six months  (this period 
of care must include the first Thursday in June).

In addition, the carer must live with the recipient of care or if not resident must be con-
tactable quickly by a direct system of communication (for example, a telephone or alarm) be-
tween their home and the home of the person to whom they are providing care.

Carers may engage in employment and/or education and training for a maximum aggregate 
of 15 hours per week and still be regarded as providing full-time care and attention. This strikes 
a reasonable balance between giving carers the opportunity to engage with wider society and to 
maintain, where possible, a connection with the world of work and education, and meeting the 
requirement that carers are required to be providing full-time care and attention to a recipient 
of care.

I hope this addresses the issues raised by the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRV02600Illness Benefit Payments

31/01/2017WRV02700330. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if invalidity ben-
efit will be approved for a person (details supplied). [3989/17]

31/01/2017WRV02800Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
Illness benefit is a payment for people who cannot work due to illness and who satisfy the pay 
related social insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions.  The rate of payment depends on the 
person’s level of earnings in the governing contribution year.  If  the average weekly earnings in 
that year are €300.00 or more weekly, the personal rate of €188.00 is payable.   If the earnings 
are less than that, a graduated rate applies.

The person concerned claimed Illness Benefit from 2 December 2016 and it has been award-
ed at the graduated weekly rate of €84.50 having regard to the level of earnings in the 2014 
governing contribution year.  A top up payment under the Supplementary Welfare Allowance 
Scheme is also being paid.

I hope that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRV02900Free Travel Scheme Administration

31/01/2017WRV03000331. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will rule out any 
introduction of a fee for the free travel pass (details supplied); if he will ease concerns regarding 
this charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4010/17]

31/01/2017WRV03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): There are no plans to introduce a 
surcharge on the free travel pass and I am fully committed to its retention as a service provided 
without charge to passholders. 

The free travel scheme provides free travel for those with eligibility on the main public and 
private transport services which includes road, rail and ferry services provided by companies 
such as Bus Átha Cliath, Bus Éireann, Iarnród Éireann, Luas and services provided by over 80 
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private transport operators.  There are currently approximately 873,000 customers with direct 
eligibility with an annual allocation of €80 million. 

I am aware that the free travel pass is a valuable support for older people and people with 
disabilities, and that it has a significant role in promoting social inclusion and preventing their 
isolation.  

In order to maintain service at existing levels funding to the free travel scheme was in-
creased by €3 million in budget 2016. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRV03200Pensions Insolvency Payments Scheme

31/01/2017WRV03300332. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Social Protection the provisions he 
has made in budget 2017 to compensate persons (details supplied) who have unpurchased pen-
sionable years and are awaiting compensation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4017/17]

31/01/2017WRV03400333. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Social Protection if any recommenda-
tion has been made to his Department by a third party to make an ex gratia payment to persons 
(details supplied) with unpurchased pensionable years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [4018/17]

31/01/2017WRV03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
332 and 333 together.

The mediated agreement for former Waterford Crystal workers covers 1,774 members of the 
Waterford Crystal Pension Factory and Staff Schemes.  As the Deputy is aware, the vast major-
ity of former workers have agreed full and final settlements and are in receipt of their payments.

During the mediation process it was agreed by the parties that disputes in relation to individ-
ual cases would be referred to a dispute resolution process.  The dispute resolution procedure 
is solely and exclusively for individual disputes concerning personal employment information 
particular to the individual used for the calculation of lump sums and monies in respect of pen-
sionable service as set out in the letter of offer and/or deed of release including scheme service 
dates and calculations.

A number of the former workers referred to in the question did make an appeal concerning 
the calculation of their offer vis. a vis. contract service.  While the matter has been examined by 
the mediator involved, the appeal has raised complex legal and precedential issues which are 
important to resolve in order to ensure a fair settlement.  

I would like to assure the Deputy that my Department is working actively with the Mediator 
to bring the matter to a resolution as quickly as possible.

I hope that clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRV03600Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

31/01/2017WRV03700334. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason job-
seeker’s allowance has been suspended pending review in the case of a person (details sup-
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plied); when the review will be complete with particular reference to the hardship being caused 
to this person; the reason supplementary welfare payment did not issue in the interim when the 
person presented in the local social welfare office following non-payment of jobseeker’s pay-
ment; if jobseeker’s allowance will be reinstated as matter of urgency; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4034/17]

31/01/2017WRV03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Following a review of entitle-
ment, jobseeker’s payment in respect of the person concerned has been reinstated and all pay-
ment due to her is available for collection at her nominated post office on 31 January 2017.

Application forms for Supplementary Welfare Allowance were issued by post to the person 
concerned on 24/01/2017.  These forms were not returned to the Community Welfare Service 
for processing in the interim.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRV03900Social Welfare Appeals Status

31/01/2017WRV04000335. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will expedite an 
appeal for a person (details supplied). [4138/17]

31/01/2017WRV04100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evi-
dence, has decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary deci-
sion.  The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRV04200Community Services Programme

31/01/2017WRV04300336. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for the de-
funding of the Ireland mid tourism group which is funded through Pobal under the community 
services programme; and if he will review the case in view of the fact that the group contributes 
to local employment through tourism promotion.  [4293/17]

31/01/2017WRV04400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The community services pro-
gramme (CSP) provides financial support to community companies that provide revenue gen-
erating services of a social inclusion nature.  The CSP works on a social-enterprise model.  
This means that it does not fully fund contract holders but requires that they generate revenue 
by charging fees or raising funds.  All CSP recipients are obliged to meet these criteria.  These 
social enterprises also remain responsible for their own budgets and financial liabilities.  Pobal 
manage the programme on behalf of my  Department.  

Pobal has undertaken on-going reviews of the service referred to by the Deputy over the 
past number of years.  As part of the review of the 2017-2019 business plan, it was considered 
that the organisation did not adequately provide a robust business case for continued funding 
under CSP when assessed under the criteria of value for money, need and strategic fit with the 
programme.  The organisation was advised of this decision in October 2016. 
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The service provider appealed the decision to Pobal and an   independent review was con-
ducted.  The original decision to cease the CSP funding was upheld.  This was communicated 
to the organisation in December 2016.  The service will be funded under the programme until 
end of June 2017.

I hope this clarifies the matter of the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRV04500Dietary Allowance Administration

31/01/2017WRV04600337. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the limits in 
place in regard to personal savings for an applicant subject to a review of their dietary supple-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4339/17]

31/01/2017WRV04700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Diet supplement, administered 
under the supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) scheme, is payable to qualifying persons, in 
receipt of the supplement prior to February 2014, who have been prescribed a special diet as a 
result of a specified medical condition. There are currently 3,400 in receipt of the diet supple-
ment of diet supplement at a cost of €4.6 million in 2017.

Following the outcome of a review of the costs of healthy eating and specialised diets by the 
Irish Nutrition and Dietetic Institute commissioned by the Department during 2013, the scheme 
has been closed to new applicants from 1 February 2014. Existing recipients continue to receive 
the diet supplement at the current rate of payment for as long as they continue to have an entitle-
ment to the scheme or until their circumstances change. This measure ensured that nobody was 
immediately worse off by the closure of the scheme. 

In reviewing a person’s continued entitlement to diet supplement, both medical and finan-
cial need must be established. In terms of savings, the first €5,000 of the capital value of savings 
is disregarded. The next €10,000 is assessed at €1 per €1,000. The next €25,000 is assessed at 
€2 per €1,000 and the remaining capital over €40,000 is assessed at €4 per €1,000. Where the 
applicant and their spouse/partner have separate savings then the combined value of both par-
ties are taken into account.

The weekly rate of diet supplement is adjusted by the corresponding adjustment in the 
weekly means assessed. This formula reflects the policy of ensuring that those with little or no 
capital receive the greater share of available support, while those with larger amounts avail of 
it to contribute, at least partially, towards meeting their needs. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRV04800Social Welfare Code

31/01/2017WRV04900338. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Social Protection his plans to make 
changes to current legislation that deters rent supplement recipients from returning to full-time 
education in order to improve their skills and therefore their chances of securing stable employ-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4374/17]

31/01/2017WRV05000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The rent supplement scheme, the 
purpose of which is to provide short-term income support to eligible people living in private 
rented accommodation, is currently supporting approximately 47,100 tenants at a total cost of 
€253 million in 2017.
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Under Social Welfare legislation, people engaged in full-time education are generally ex-
cluded from receiving rent supplement. Those participating in approved courses under the 
back-to-education allowance (BTEA) or the vocational training opportunities scheme (VTOS) 
can retain entitlement to rent supplement, subject to meeting all other conditions of the scheme.

I have no plans to amend the conditions for the rent supplement scheme at this time. The 
strategic policy direction of the Department is to return rent supplement to its original purpose 
of being a short-term income support scheme. Under the new Housing Assistance Payment 
(HAP), responsibility for the provision of rental assistance to those with a long-term housing 
need transfers from my Department to the local authorities. Under HAP, people can return to 
full time education and generally continue to receive housing support.

From 1st December 2016, the HAP scheme is now operational in 28 of the 31 local author-
ity areas. It is expected that HAP will be fully rolled out to the remaining Dublin administrative 
areas from 1st March 2017.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRV05100Disability Allowance Applications

31/01/2017WRV05200339. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
an application by a person (details supplied) for a disability allowance; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4378/17]

31/01/2017WRV05300Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
I confirm that my Department received an application for disability allowance from this lady 
on 9 January 2017. On completion of the necessary investigations on all aspects of the claim a 
decision will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome. 

The processing time for individual disability allowance claims may vary in accordance with 
their relative complexity in terms of the three main qualifying criteria, the person’s circum-
stances and the information they provide in support of their claim. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRW00200Departmental Contracts

31/01/2017WRW00300340. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Social Protection if the private 
companies (details supplied) contracted to provide JobPath are in receipt of funding from his 
Department for courses provided by them; if so, the cost to his Department; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [4392/17]

31/01/2017WRW00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy will be aware, Job-
Path is an employment activation service that supports people who are long-term unemployed 
and those most at risk of becoming long-term unemployed to secure and sustain paid employ-
ment.  Two companies, Seetec and Turas Nua, have been contracted to deliver the service. 

The service is being delivered through a payment by results model and all initial costs are 
borne by the companies i.e. the model is so structured that the contractors cannot recover their 
costs or make a profit unless they successfully place jobseekers into full time, paid and sustain-
able employment. 
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Contractors are only paid via a combination of an initial registration fee and thereafter job 
sustainment fees.  Job sustainment fees are only paid when a jobseeker is successful in obtain-
ing and sustaining employment for periods of 13, 26, 39 and 52 weeks.

Contractors are not in receipt of funding from the department for the training or other inter-
ventions they may provide.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRW00500Carer’s Allowance Applications

31/01/2017WRW00600341. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will expedite an 
application for a person (details supplied). [4416/17]

31/01/2017WRW00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I confirm that my Department 
received an application for carer’s allowance from the person concerned on 6 January 2017. 

When the application form was examined, it was discovered that a large part was left in-
complete.  Accordingly the application could not be processed.  My Department contacted the 
applicant on 27 January 2017 to request the missing information.

Once the outstanding documentation is provided, the application will be further processed 
and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  If the Deputy requires further assistance with 
this query he should not hesitate to contact Philip in my office.

31/01/2017WRW00800Rural Social Scheme Administration

31/01/2017WRW00900342. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of 
his Department’s discussions on pay scales for rural social scheme supervisors; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4446/17]

31/01/2017WRW01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Rural Social Scheme (RSS) 
was introduced in 2004.  It is managed by 35 Local Development Companies (LDCs) and by 
Údarás Na Gaeltachta.  As the Deputy will be aware, many rural areas benefit from the services 
provided by the RSS and the positive impact the scheme has on the livelihoods of farming 
families and rural communities.

Supervisors employed to support RSS participants have a contract of employment with the 
LDC employing them, in line with statutory requirements.  The terms and conditions of super-
visors, including issues regarding the pay rate, are a matter for the LDCs.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRW01100Social Welfare Appeals Status

31/01/2017WRW01200343. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress to 
date in determination of appeal in the case of a person (details supplied); if an oral hearing can 
be arranged in this instance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4467/17]
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31/01/2017WRW01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar):  I am informed by the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office that, an appeal was registered on 22 November 2016, and in accordance 
with the statutory requirements, the Appeals Office contacted the person concerned and asked 
her to set out the complete grounds of her appeal.

The grounds of appeal were received in this case on 21 December 2016 and in accordance 
with the statutory requirements of the appeals process the relevant departmental papers and 
comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal have been be sought.  When these 
papers have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an Ap-
peals Officer who will consider if the appeal can determined on a summary basis based on the 
documentary evidence presented or if an oral appeal hearing is required.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRW01400Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

31/01/2017WRW01500344. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Social Protection further to 
his commitment to review the issues and concerns for seasonal and part-time workers and their 
entitlement to jobseeker’s benefit, the progress to date and the further steps he plans to take in 
order to solve the ongoing problems for these workers; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4580/17]

31/01/2017WRW01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): During the Dáil report stage 
debate on the Social Welfare Bill 2016 I agreed that I would ask my officials to examine the is-
sue of jobseeker’s benefit and the treatment of part-time and seasonal workers, including those 
categorised as having subsidiary employment.

Work has commenced with a view to having a report ready by the end of March/early April 
2016.  This report will be presented to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Social Protection for 
their consideration.  This timeframe for this report is ambitious but I am committed to produc-
ing the report as quickly as possible so that it can inform Budget 2018 discussions.

Because this report is still being drafted, it is not yet possible to provide further information 
on the findings of the report.

31/01/2017WRW01700Work Placement Programmes

31/01/2017WRW01800345. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will take im-
mediate steps to amend the regulations and rules pertaining to eligibility for participation in 
the Tús and Gateway schemes, to permit persons with disabilities to take up positions on these 
schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4696/17]

31/01/2017WRW01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Tús and Gateway are work place-
ment initiatives which aim to provide work opportunities for those who are long-term unem-
ployed and on the live register for a specific period.  The eligibility criteria are in line with the 
Government’s policies to focus resources on maintaining the work readiness and employability 
of jobseekers on the live register.  In order to maintain this focus, persons in receipt of disabil-
ity/illness-related payments and certain other payments from the Department are not eligible for 



31 January 2017

261

selection for Tús or Gateway.  However, they are eligible for a range of other activation initia-
tives which include the rural social scheme, community employment, back to work and back to 
education allowances, as well as other education and training supports.

Additionally, a range of supports designed specifically to support people with disabilities 
and employers (to offer and maintain job opportunities for people with disabilities) are funded 
and delivered by my Department.  These include a wage subsidy scheme and resources to offset 
the costs of providing reasonable accommodation for the employment of a person with disabil-
ity or restricted mobility.  People with disabilities who wish to engage in employment may con-
tact their local Intreo Office to arrange an appointment with a case officer who will assist them.

Persons in receipt of illness payments also have the option of claiming jobseeker’s allow-
ance instead if they wish to be considered for schemes such as Tús and Gateway, provided they 
meet the eligibility criteria.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRW02000Departmental Staff Data

31/01/2017WRW02100346. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of staff un-
der the aegis of his Department in the clerical officer, staff officer or equivalent grade; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [4941/17]

31/01/2017WRW02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Currently there is a total of 3,730 
Clerical and Staff Officers in the Department and in the agencies under the aegis of the Depart-
ment.

Clerical Officer Staff Officer Temporary 
Clerical Officer

Total

Department of 
Social Protec-
tion

2796 616 279 3691

Pensions Au-
thority

15 15

Citizens Infor-
mation Board

24*

3730
*CIB Breakdown

CO:  3

Grade III: 8

Grade IV: 10

Grade V: 3

31/01/2017WRW02300Undocumented Irish in the USA

31/01/2017WRW02400347. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the mea-
sures he will undertake with the US Administration to normalise the status of the undocumented 
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Irish in the USA and to help their cause; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4634/17]

31/01/2017WRW02500358. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his plans 
to meet the new Administration in the United States of America to discuss the situation of the 
undocumented Irish; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4291/17]

31/01/2017WRW02600361. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his plans 
to help the undocumented Irish in the USA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4612/17]

31/01/2017WRW02700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 347, 358 and 361 together.

Achieving relief for undocumented Irish migrants in the US and agreement on a facility 
for future migration between Ireland and the US are longstanding Government objectives.  We 
continue to be committed to these objectives notwithstanding the immigration policy agenda of 
the new Administration.

The Government has raised the issue of immigration reform with US interlocutors – includ-
ing at the highest levels – on many occasions.  I personally raised the issue when I met then-
Secretary of State John Kerry in Co. Tipperary, on 30 October 2016.  I also raised it when I 
spoke to Speaker Paul Ryan by telephone on 23 November 2016. 

The Government has also availed of every opportunity to sensitise the incoming Adminis-
tration to our concerns and interests regarding immigration reform, and the plight of the undoc-
umented Irish in particular.  The Taoiseach raised the matter in his separate telephone conver-
sations with President Trump and Vice-President Pence in the days following the Presidential 
election. 

I am very conscious that this is a time of worry and uncertainty for our undocumented 
Irish citizens in the United States.  This issue will therefore be high on the agenda for my visit 
to Washington DC later this week.  In my engagements with the new US Administration and 
Congress, I plan to avail of all appropriate opportunities to raise the plight of the undocumented 
Irish citizens and to explore any viable way of providing them with some measure of reas-
surance and relief.  Moreover, the forthcoming St. Patrick’s Day engagements will provide a 
further opportunity to express to senior figures in the new Administration and Congress our 
concerns and policy objectives in relation to the undocumented.  

The Government will continue to use high-level visits to and from the US, as well as Ire-
land’s diplomatic representation in the United States, to advance these aims.  The Embassy 
in Washington has worked closely with members of the US Congress - in both the House of 
Representatives and the US Senate, and on both sides of the aisle – to advance progress on this 
matter and will continue to do so.  We are fortunate to be able to draw on the assistance of the 
Friends of Ireland in Congress and the many representatives of Irish-America, who appreciate 
our concerns.  I will be meeting some of these senior leaders this week in Washington and will 
ask for their continuing support for our undocumented citizens.

In addition to these political efforts, our Embassy in Washington and our Consulates through-
out the United States will continue to engage with Irish community groups in relation to their 
concerns.  On 12 January, Ambassador Anderson convened a meeting of senior immigration 
stakeholders at our Embassy in Washington in order to hear directly from those who work most-
closely with the undocumented Irish.

We will also continue to support organisations that deliver frontline advisory services and 
community care to Irish emigrants through the Emigrant Support Programme.  More than 70% 
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of the funds allocated through this programme are directed towards welfare services, including 
in support of the undocumented Irish in the U.S. In the last funding round for the Emigrant Sup-
port Programme, organisations in the U.S. were allocated more than €2.3 million in funding.  
The Government, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and our Embassy in Washington 
continue to work closely with Irish-American community leaders in actively pursuing all viable 
opportunities to advance immigration reform.  We will encourage and promote any realistic 
possibilities for a solution that may arise.

31/01/2017WRW02800Departmental Staff Redeployment

31/01/2017WRW02900348. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the num-
ber of staff within his Department who are allocated to work on Brexit-related issues full time; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3755/17]

31/01/2017WRW03000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Following the out-
come of the referendum in the UK in June 2016 and in line with the Government’s contingency 
plans prepared in advance, additional capabilities and resources are being assigned to cover the 
complex process of the UK exit from the EU.

I am happy to set out the resources which are in place in my Department as of today.  Within 
my Department, the key Divisions are the European Union Division and the Ireland, UK and 
Americas (IUKA) Division, both headed at Second Secretary General level. Additional re-
sources have been assigned to both Divisions to cover the issues arising from the UK exit 
process.  The European Union Division contains a specific team focused on the EU-UK nego-
tiations.  Within the IUKA Division, there are teams focused on Northern Ireland and on wider 
British-Irish Relations; their duties include Brexit related issues.

In effect, most branches of the Department at its headquarters in Dublin are involved in 
some way as part of the response to the UK exit, for example the Legal Division, the Trade 
Division and also the Policy Planning Unit.  In addition, there is also an intra-Departmental se-
nior management group on issues relating to the UK exit, chaired by the Secretary General and 
comprising senior officials from across all relevant business units of the Department.

In addition, a number of officers of my Department are seconded to the Department of the 
Taoiseach and working on EU matters, while two officers are seconded to the International and 
EU Relations Division of the Department of Finance. 

In terms of Irish offices focused on work relating to the UK exit, specific posts have been 
assigned to our Embassies in London, Berlin, and Paris as well as the Permanent Representation 
of Ireland to the European Union in Brussels and at HQ in Dublin.  The Permanent Representa-
tion of Ireland to the European Union in Brussels has a unit dedicated to managing our response 
to this issue.

These measures comprise the initial phase of our response to the UK decision to leave the 
EU and matters remain under review as the Government carries out its work in response to the 
UK referendum decision and as preparations for the forthcoming negotiations on the UK’s exit 
from the EU intensify.

In general terms, all of our diplomatic Missions across the EU and further afield are working 
on this issue.

31/01/2017WRW03100Middle East Issues
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31/01/2017WRW03200349. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his attention 
has been drawn to the Israeli Defence Force raid and demolition of the Palestinian Bedouin 
village of Umm al-Hiran on 18 January 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3829/17]

31/01/2017WRW03300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am aware of re-
ports of the incident in question, including the tragic loss of two lives, and the effective demoli-
tion of the village, which had been threatened for some years.

The issue of the ‘unrecognised’ Bedouin villages in the Negev has been the subject of con-
siderable political debate and legal action in Israel itself, as well as the subject of international 
attention, including here in Ireland, where we have discussed it before in the Oireachtas.

The issues are complex, but critical background must include the recognition that it can be 
very difficult for Bedouin or Arab villages to get official recognition or approval in Israel, and 
that many of these villages have been in situ for decades, their residents having been earlier ex-
pelled from their lands elsewhere in the Negev.  It behoves Israel therefore to make every effort 
to resolve their position peacefully and by consent, so far as is possible.

One cannot but be struck therefore by the contrast with the enormous lengths to which 
the authorities go to avoid executing similar orders against Jewish settlements and outposts 
illegally constructed on Palestinian land, and the use of extensive physical force in this case, 
including recourse to live fire. 

The Irish Ambassador in Tel Aviv met leaders of the Arab minority, including a number of 
members of the Knesset Joint List, last week, and received a detailed briefing on their concerns.  
The Embassy will continue to monitor developments consistent with the heavy demands on our 
limited resources in the region, including the issues in the occupied territory which must remain 
a primary focus of our efforts.

31/01/2017WRW03400Departmental Funding

31/01/2017WRW03500350. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
amount of funding his Department has provided to an Irish arts centre in New York (details 
supplied) in each of the past ten years, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3986/17]

31/01/2017WRW03600Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Irish Arts Cen-
tre in New York has received funding from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade’s Emi-
grant Support Programme in support of its capital programme as follows: 

YEAR VALUE €
2007 €0
2008 €13,227
2009 €2,316,020
2010 €0
2011 €0
2012 €0
2013 €0
2014 €1,001,362
2015 €0
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YEAR VALUE €
2016 €0
The Government is supportive of the redevelopment of the Irish Arts Centre in New York 

as it will provide a sustainable and modern flagship venue aimed at promoting Irish culture, 
engaging our large diaspora in America and in turn further deepening the strong bilateral rela-
tionship with the United States, which are key strategic priorities for Ireland.

Including funding from the Government of Ireland, funding of $54.25 million for this major 
$63 million project has been secured by the Irish Arts Centre from the City of New York, State 
of New York, foundations and private donors.  This significant funding effort allowed important 
pre-construction work to begin at the end of 2016.

31/01/2017WRW03700Departmental Reports

31/01/2017WRW03800351. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he has read 
the report by an organisation (details supplied), commissioned by his Department, to examine 
Irish Aid’s programme in Uganda in 2010-2014, which was recently publicly released; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [4021/17]

31/01/2017WRW03900Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe 
McHugh): The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade commissioned an independent evalu-
ation of the Irish Aid Uganda Country Strategy 2010-2014, in line with standard practice.  Such 
independent evaluations play an essential role in assessing the impact of the Irish Aid pro-
gramme, identifying ways to improve on its delivery, and providing accountability for public 
funds spent.

The Uganda evaluation report, which was completed in 2015, included a number of im-
portant findings. Overall, it found that the Irish Aid programme delivered significant results in 
reducing poverty, expanding access to social services and generating awareness of gender and 
gender-based violence.  It also documented the significant impact of Irish Aid’s investment in 
education in the poorest part of Uganda, the Karamoja region.

The evaluation report provided valuable recommendations to improve the delivery of the 
aid programme. Taking these recommendations into consideration, new Uganda Country Strat-
egy, for the years 2016-2020, has streamlined and prioritised sectors in line with need and in 
areas where most progress is possible.  The programme has a particular focus on the Karamoja 
region, focusing on education, HIV/AIDS prevention, social protection and governance.

The new Country Strategy also includes, as recommended, an explicit risk management 
system to safeguard our investment in development, and to ensure the Embassy can monitor 
and respond to any changes in the working environment.  No funding is currently being chan-
nelled through the Ugandan public financial management system.  I am confident that the rec-
ommendations outlined in the 2015 evaluation have been taken on board in the new Strategy.  I 
was pleased to launch this Strategy during my visit to Uganda in July 2016, where I witnessed 
first-hand how our aid programme is being delivered, and the impact it is having on the poorest 
and most vulnerable.  The Strategy, and the Evaluation, are available on the Irish Aid website 
at www.irishaid.ie.

31/01/2017WRW04000Departmental Expenditure
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31/01/2017WRW04100352. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his Depart-
ment spent more than €70,000 moving works of art between embassies and ambassadors’ resi-
dences in 2016; if his Department paid the National Gallery €25,504 to move paintings between 
the old ambassador’s residence in Vienna to a new one, a distance of 8 km, in 2015; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [4022/17]

31/01/2017WRW04200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In 2016, my De-
partment spent €5,409 on moving works of art from Embassies and official diplomatic accom-
modation. In 2015, that figure came to €70,176.

Of the €70,176 expenditure in 2015, €25,504 was paid to the National Gallery of Ireland 
to transport eight works of art from the collection of the National Gallery of Ireland.  Of these, 
four pieces were transferred back to the National Gallery of Ireland, with a further four art 
works moved within Vienna.

This work is highly specialized and this figure includes the de-installations of works at the 
previous official accommodation, specialist crating and packing services, overnight stop at a 
fine art warehouse in Cologne, travel expenses for an art specialist to supervise the works, and 
expenses for transport by road for the works returning to Ireland. 

Promotion of Ireland’s culture, arts and creative industries through our Embassy network is 
a key element of the work of our diplomatic Mission network, as set out in my Department’s 
Statement of Strategy.  As such, we believe there is a significant value to Ireland in working 
with the National Gallery of Ireland and Irish Museum of Modern Art to promote culture and 
heritage, artists and their work internationally.

Art, along with craft, furniture etc., provides a means of showcasing Ireland to a wide and 
influential range of interlocutors. It is normal practice of all countries to display the arts and 
crafts of their countries in their Ambassadorial residences as a means of conveying the culture 
of the country that they are representing and promoting it.

31/01/2017WRX00200Israeli Settlements

31/01/2017WRX00300353. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views on the 
fact that the Israeli Government has stated its intention to build 566 new settlement units in oc-
cupied East Jerusalem; his further views on the fact that the Israeli Government has also stated 
its intention to build 2,500 new settlement units in the occupied West Bank; if his attention has 
been drawn to reports that the Israeli Prime Minister, Mr. Benjamin Netanyahu, informed mem-
bers of his inner security cabinet that he has decided to lift all restrictions on Israeli construction 
in East Jerusalem; and the measures he will take to oppose these construction plans. [4023/17]

31/01/2017WRX00400357. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views 
on Israel’s plans to build 2,500 more homes in the occupied West Bank; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4290/17]

31/01/2017WRX00500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 353 and 357 together.

On 25 January I issued a public statement concerning these developments.  The full text as 
issued by my office was as follows:

  Ireland condemns the recent announcements by Israeli authorities of further settlement con-
struction.
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  The Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Charlie Flanagan TD, has condemned recent an-
nouncements by Israeli authorities of further settlement construction in the occupied Pales-
tinian Territories.

  Minister Flanagan said: 
  “Ireland’s views on Israeli settlements couldn’t be clearer.  Indeed, the views of the interna-

tional community on settlements couldn’t be clearer – they are comprehensively set out in 
UN Security Council Resolution 2334 and in the declaration of the Paris Conference which 
I participated earlier this month.  These settlements are illegal, they actively undermine the 
prospects for a sustainable negotiated two-state solution, and the relentless expansion of set-
tlements inherently involves injustice and provocation for Palestinians.

  “These most recent announcements, proposing more than 3,000 units, are deeply disap-
pointing.  Such actions serve only to undermine Israel’s reputation and the credibility of its 
government’s declarations of support for a negotiated, peaceful solution to the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict.

  “In particular, the intention to proceed with new settlements in East Jerusalem only serves to 
call further into question the commitment of the Israeli government to engage in meaningful 
negotiations aimed at achieving a two-State solution.

  “Ireland remains steadfast in its support for a comprehensive two state solution which pro-
tects the future of both the Palestinian and Israeli peoples.

  I call for an end to all settlement construction, and the reversal of these announcements.”

31/01/2017WRX00600Departmental Expenditure

31/01/2017WRX00700354. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the cost 
of moving artwork and paintings from location to location outside the State by his Department 
in each of the past five years, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4039/17]

31/01/2017WRX00800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As separate finan-
cial records for expenditure on artworks and paintings were set up only in 2014, there are no 
separate financial records coded to artworks and paintings in 2012 and 2013.  The figures for the 
cost of moving artwork and paintings from location to location outside the State by my Depart-
ment for 2014, 2015 and 2016 is a follows: 

Year Cost
2014 €1,367
2015 €70,176
2016 €5,409
The costs for transport of art works is higher than usual in 2015 due to the movement of art 

works involving our Missions in Berne, The Hague, Brussels  and Vienna. 

Promotion of Ireland’s culture, arts and creative industries through our Embassy network is 
a key element of the work of our diplomatic Mission network, as set out in my Department’s 
Statement of Strategy.  As such, we believe there is a significant value to Ireland in working 
with the National Gallery of Ireland and Irish Museum of Modern Art to promote culture and 
heritage, artists and their work internationally.

Art, along with craft, furniture etc., provides a means of showcasing Ireland to a wide and 
influential range of interlocutors.  It is normal practice of all countries to display the arts and 
crafts of their countries in their Ambassadorial residences as a means of conveying the culture 
of the country that they are representing and promoting it.
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31/01/2017WRX00900Departmental Expenditure

31/01/2017WRX01000355. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the cost 
of moving artwork and paintings from location to location in the State by his Department that 
is on loan to foreign embassies and ambassadors here, in each of the past five years, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4042/17]

31/01/2017WRX01100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department 
does not loan artwork and paintings to foreign embassies and ambassadors accredited to Ire-
land.  Therefore, no costs were incurred.

31/01/2017WRX01200Good Friday Agreement

31/01/2017WRX01300356. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his at-
tention has been drawn to the UK Government’s plans to preserve the Good Friday Agreement 
in a future UK treaty; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4049/17]

31/01/2017WRX01400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Government’s 
priority is to ensure that the Good Friday Agreement and the overall balance of the settlement 
is not in any way disturbed by the UK’s exit from the European Union.

The legal and political obligations of both the Irish and British Governments under the 
Good Friday Agreement remain unchanged, regardless of the status of the UK within the EU.

The Taoiseach and Prime Minister May have confirmed that the Agreement remains the 
basis for the two Governments’ approach to Northern Ireland.

I have met with all of my EU Foreign Minister counterparts.  I believe there is a good under-
standing of the unique situation of Northern Ireland and of the importance and necessity of the 
European Union continuing its historic supporting role for the peace process there. 

As a co-guarantor of the Good Friday Agreement, the Government is determined that all as-
pects of the Agreement – including its provisions relating to the constitutional status of Northern 
Ireland - are fully protected and reflected in the new relationship between the EU and the UK.

  Question No. 357 answered with Question No. 353.

  Question No. 358 answered with Question No. 347.

31/01/2017WRX01700Acht Teanga

31/01/2017WRX01800359. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Seán Crowe den Aire Gnóthaí Eachtracha agus Trádála ós rud 
é go bhfuil sé ráite aige féin gur mhaith leis gach mír de Chomhaontú Chill Rímhinn a bheith 
curtha i bhfeidhm, agus ós rud é gur mír thábhachtach den Chomhaontú sin Acht Teanga a rith 
ó thuaidh, an bhfuil sé ar intinn aige brú a chur ar na páirtithe leasmhara ar fad ó thuaidh Acht 
Teanga a chur i gcrích. [4344/17]

31/01/2017WRX01900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan) (Deputy Charles 
Flanagan): Tá roinnt eilimintí de Chomhaontú Aoine an Chéasta agus Chomhaontú Chill Rím-
hinn nach bhfuil curtha i bhfeidhm go hiomlán go fóill, iad siúd a bhaineann le hAcht Teanga 
ina measc. Is é seasamh daingean an Rialtais ná go gcaithfidh Comhaontú Aoine an Chéasta 
agus na Comhaontuithe comharba a bheith curtha i bhfeidhm ina hiomlán, agus feictear é seo 
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sa Chlár do Rialtas Comhpháirtíochta.

Rinneadh foráil i gComhaontú Chill Rímhinn i 2006 d’Acht Teanga i dTuaisceart Éireann a 
bheith achtaithe ag Rialtas na Breataine.

Rinne Rialtais na hÉireann i ndiaidh a chéile tacú le hAcht Teanga agus leanann muid ar 
aghaidh ag obair ar a son.  Faraor, go dtí seo ní raibh aontas laistigh den Fheidhmeannas ar áb-
har atá anois déabhlóidithe chun é a thabhairt chun cinn.

I gComhaontú Teach Stormont in 2014, rinne an Rialtas agus Rialtas na Breataine, ag cui-
mhniú ar na gealltanais ó na Comhaontuithe a tháinig roimhe, eadóirseacht don gá le meas agus 
aitheantas don Ghaeilge i dTuaisceart Éireann.

Déanann Comhaontú Teach Stormont foráil i gcomhair cruinnithe athbhreithnithe rialta idir 
an Rialtas, Rialtas na Breataine agus ceannairí páirtithe an Fheidhmeannais.  Ag an dá Cruin-
niú Athbhreithnithe dheireanach – an ceann is déanaí i Mí na Nollag – bhí an deis agamsa aird 
a tharraigt ar na gealltanais nach bhfuil curtha i bhfeidhm, ina measc iad siúd a bhaineann leis 
an nGaeilge, agus d’iarr mé go bhfanfadh siad ar an gclár oibre i gcomhair cruinnithe athbhre-
ithnithe sa todhchaí.

Leanfaidh an Rialtas ar aghaidh ag tacú leis an nGaeilge ar bhonn uile-oileáin, ag cur san 
áireamh an tacaíocht airgeadais a chuireann muid ar fáil d’obair Fhoras na Gaeilge.

Leanfaidh an Rialtas ar aghaidh freisin ag dul i ngleic le Rialtas na Breataine agus na páirtithe 
polaitiúla i dTuaisceart Éireann le cur i bhfeidhm iomlán na forálacha de Chomhaontú Aoine an 
Chéasta agus na Comhaontuithe comharba, ina measc iad siúd ag baint leis an nGaeilge.

31/01/2017WRX02000Military Aircraft Landings

31/01/2017WRX02100360. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will clarify 
his reply to Parliamentary Question No. 350 of 24 January 2017 by specifying precisely the 
concerns to which he refers that were outlined to the US Embassy; and if he has received a 
reply.  [4528/17]

31/01/2017WRX02200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In line with our 
respective responsibilities, my Department works closely with the Department of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport on issues relating to landings by military and civil aircraft at Irish airports.  
My officials together with their counterparts in the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport 
met with officials from the US Embassy.  They discussed the matter to which the Deputy refers 
and the Irish officials reiterated to the Embassy the importance of strict compliance with both 
the procedures and conditions for landing in Irish airports.  The Embassy undertook to convey 
this message to the appropriate authorities with a view to ensuring that aircraft which seek to 
land in the State comply with these stipulations.  

  Question No. 361 answered with Question No. 347.

Departmental Staff Data

31/01/2017WRX02500362. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number of 
staff under the aegis of his Department in the clerical officer, staff officer or equivalent grade; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4937/17]
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31/01/2017WRX02600Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The information 
requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table: 

Grade Number in grade at 31 December 2016 
Staff Officer 35.3*
Clerical Officer 420.3*
*Fulltime equivalent 

31/01/2017WRX02700Pension Provisions

31/01/2017WRX02800363. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a statu-
tory instrument must be signed in order for a pension scheme to both enter and exit the public 
service transfer network. [3808/17]

31/01/2017WRX02900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Public 
Sector Transfer Network was set up based on Section 4 of the Superannuation and Pensions 
Act, 1963. Section 1 (a) of this Act states, “The Minister may by regulations designate organi-
sations as approved organisations for the purposes of this section.” Accordingly for a public 
sector body to join the Network it must be listed in a Statutory Instrument. Since the Network 
was constituted over 200 bodies have joined and over 50 S.I.s have been signed. The 1963 Act 
is silent on provisions for organisations to leave the Network. 

31/01/2017WRX03000Flood Risk Insurance Cover Provision

31/01/2017WRX03100364. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the pro-
posals his Department is working on in conjunction with the OPW to strengthen the engage-
ment with the insurance industry to improve the availability of flood insurance cover, in view of 
the State’s ongoing investment in flood defence schemes as per point 70 in the action plan for 
rural development; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4109/17]

31/01/2017WRX03200366. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
proposals his Department is working on in conjunction with the OPW and the Department of 
Finance to strengthen the engagement with the insurance industry to improve the availability 
of flood insurance cover in view of the State’s ongoing investment in flood defence schemes 
as per point 70 in the action plan for rural development; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [4247/17]

31/01/2017WRX03300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney) (Deputy Seán Canney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 364 and 366 together.

In March 2014, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between Insurance Ireland 
(II), the representative body for the insurance industry in Ireland, and the Office of Public Works 
(OPW).  This Memorandum sets out principles of how the two organisations will work together 
to ensure that appropriate and relevant information on completed OPW flood defence schemes 
is provided to insurers to facilitate, to the greatest extent possible, the availability to the public 
of insurance against the risk of flooding.  II members have committed to take into account all 
information provided by OPW when assessing exposure to flood risk within these areas.

The Memorandum came into effect on 1 June, 2014 with an initial tranche of data provided 
by the OPW to II in respect of 12 completed flood defence schemes and showing the design, 
extent and nature of the protection offered by these works.  A further tranche of data was pro-
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vided to II in January 2015 covering a further 4 completed flood defence schemes.  OPW will 
continue to provide data to II as flood defence schemes are completed.

II estimates that flood cover is included as standard in 98% of household insurance policies 
throughout the country.  II has carried out a number of surveys among its members to ascertain 
the extent to which flood insurance cover is available in the areas for which OPW has provided 
data on completed flood defence schemes.  The results of the most recent survey were provided 
in December last year; they indicate that 83% of property insurance policies in these areas in-
clude cover against flood risk.  Where the defences are permanent in nature the percentage is 
90%; where demountable defences are used the percentage is 77%.

In line with Action No. 270 of the Action Plan for Rural Development, the OPW and the 
Department of Finance are now engaging with II on a quarterly basis.  At the most recent meet-
ing on 8 December 2016, it was decided that a sub group be established to explore the legal, 
technical and administrative arrangements that may allow for the further sharing of data on 
flood insurance cover for those 300 areas where the OPW has mapped the flood risk through the 
CFRAM Programme.  This sub group held its first meeting on 18 January last.

I am happy with the work of the Group thus far and am confident that it will continue to 
progress the issue of flood insurance.

31/01/2017WRX03400Public Procurement Contracts

31/01/2017WRX03500365. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
reason the framework for media monitoring was rolled out by the Office of Public Procurement 
without public notification or due consideration for bodies that may wish to apply for consid-
eration; if he will consider reopening the tender process; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4227/17]

31/01/2017WRX03600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): A Frame-
work Agreement was put in place by the Office of Government Procurement for the provision 
of Media Monitoring Services for public sector bodies on 22/01/2016.  Prior to the running 
of the tender process a Prior Indicative Notice (PIN) was published on the eTenders portal on 
04/06/2015, five months in advance of the tender process, in order to notify potential suppliers 
of our intention to go to the market for these services.  The tender was subsequently published 
on the eTenders portal on 06/11/15 giving all potential / interested suppliers the opportunity to 
submit proposals.  

The first annual review of the Framework Agreement has shown that it is efficiently cater-
ing for the needs of public sector bodies and is generating savings.  The Office of Government 
Procurement has no plans to re-open the tender process ahead of this Framework Agreement 
running its full term.

  Question No. 366 answered with Question No. 364.

31/01/2017WRY00150Public Procurement Contracts

31/01/2017WRY00200367. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will address concerns within the construction sector in relation to the procurement of public 
contracts due to unfair competition from non-resident contractors; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [4444/17]
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31/01/2017WRY00300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Public pro-
curement is the acquisition, whether under formal contract or not, of works, supplies and ser-
vices by public bodies.  National rules governing public procurement must comply with the 
relevant EU, WTO and national legal requirements and obligations.  Under EU law, public con-
tracts above a certain value must be advertised EU-wide and awarded to the most competitive 
tender in an open and objective process. The aim of European and national rules is to promote 
an open, competitive and non-discriminatory public procurement regime which delivers best 
value for money. It would be a breach of the rules for a public body to favour or discriminate 
against particular candidates on grounds of location or nationality and there are legal remedies 
which may be used against any public body infringing these rules.

Public procurement procedures require applicants to meet certain standards when applying 
for public contracts.  In this regard applicants are required to make declarations in relation to 
their financial standing, their legal standing and in relation to payment of taxes and social con-
tributions.

Prior to the award of a public works contract, the successful applicant is also required to 
produce a current Tax Clearance Certificate from the Revenue Commissioners.  Under our na-
tional rules, any non-resident contractor being awarded a public contract must provide a Tax 
Clearance Certificate issued by Revenue confirming that the firm’s tax affairs are in order and 
that it has complied with its tax obligations in this jurisdiction. Additional information in rela-
tion to tax requirements for non-resident contractors can be obtained at www.revenue.ie.

The management of the tendering process for a public contract is a matter for each con-
tracting authority.  It is the responsibility of each contracting authority to ensure that tenderers 
comply with all the requirements of the process.

Once awarded, the conditions of the public works contracts require the contractor to certify 
compliance with employment law, to maintain records of all those employed on the site, re-
gardless of whether they are employees of the contractor or their subcontractors, and the hours 
worked by them.  Where requested, the contractor must also provide details of the payments 
made to those employed on the site.

Where the contractor fails to comply with their obligations under the contract or employ-
ment law, deductions may be made from payments due under the contract until the situation is 
rectified.

Enforcement of tax, social welfare and employment law are matters for the relevant State 
authorities.

31/01/2017WRY00350Flood Prevention Measures

31/01/2017WRY00400368. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
sluice gates in a canal (details supplied) in County Kerry will be repaired or replaced to prevent 
flooding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3766/17]

31/01/2017WRY00500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The Office of Public Works (OPW) has maintenance responsibility only for those 
Catchment Drainage Schemes and Flood Relief Schemes completed by the OPW under the 
Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 and 1995.

The location referred to by the Deputy does not form part of any OPW maintained arterial 
drainage scheme and, as such, this Office has no responsibility for its maintenance.
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Local flooding issues are a matter, in the first instance, for each Local Authority to inves-
tigate and address, and Kerry County Council may carry out flood mitigation works using its 
own resources. 

The Office of Public Works operates a Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protec-
tion Scheme.  This administrative Scheme’s eligibility criteria, including a requirement that any 
measures are cost beneficial, are published on the OPW website at http://www.opw.ie.  It is open 
to Kerry County Council to submit a funding application under this Scheme.  Any application 
received will be considered in accordance with the overall availability of resources for flood 
risk management and the scheme’s eligibility criteria, available on the OPW website.

31/01/2017WRY00550Flood Prevention Measures

31/01/2017WRY00600369. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the status of a revised application regarding the construction of a retaining wall (details sup-
plied); when a decision can be expected on same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3775/17]

31/01/2017WRY00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): I am advised that the property owners in this case arranged themselves to have a 
wall with flood gates built around their property.  The Office of Public Works Minor Flood 
Mitigation and Coastal Protection Scheme is available to fund local authorities only to carry 
out eligible works themselves in compliance with all regulatory requirements.  It is not a grant 
scheme for individual property owners.  In these circumstances this Minor Works application 
is effectively invalid.

31/01/2017WRY00750Departmental Staff Data

31/01/2017WRY00800370. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of staff under the aegis of his Department in the clerical officer, staff officer or equivalent 
grade; the Government Departments that are currently part of the payroll shared service centre, 
PSSC; the Departments which are not currently part of the PSSC; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3813/17]

31/01/2017WRY00900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In reply to 
the Deputy’s question, the following table outlines the number of Clerical Officers and Staff 
Officers in my Department and in the bodies under its aegis:

 - Clerical Officers Staff Officers
Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform

512 31

Public Appointments Ser-
vice

68* 13

The State Laboratory 7 2
The Office of the Ombuds-
man

26 0

Institute of Public Adminis-
tration

21 0
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 - Clerical Officers Staff Officers
Special EU Programmes 
Body 

9 8

* This figure includes 10 temporary clerical officers

The Office of Public Works will respond directly to the Deputy within the next ten days.

The Payroll Shared Service Centre (PSSC) was established in December 2013 and is part of 
the National Shared Services Office. Since its establishment, the following Departments have 
transferred to the PSSC: 

- Department of An Taoiseach;

- Department of Finance;

- Department of Public Expenditure and Reform;

- Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government;

- Department of Defence (pensions);

- Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade;

- Department of Justice and Equality;

- Department of Education and Skills;

- Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine;

- Department of Health;

- Department of Children and Youth Affairs;

- Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment;

- Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport; and

- Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs

The other Public Service Bodies who have transferred to the PSSC since 2013 are An Garda 
Síochána; the Irish Prison Service; the Office of the Revenue Commissioners; the Office of the 
Attorney General; the Central Statistics Office; the President’s Establishment; Child Detention 
Schools; Health Information and Quality Authority; National Council for Curriculum and As-
sessment; National Disability Authority; Civil Service Redress Board; Law Reform Commis-
sion; State Examinations Commission; Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission; Courts 
Service; Chief State Solicitor’s Office; Office of the Ombudsman; Office of the Director of Pub-
lic Prosecutions; Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General; National Museum; National 
Library; Property Registration Authority; Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission; National 
Council for Special Education; Public Appointments Service; and State Laboratory.

The Government Departments that have still to be transferred to the Payroll Shared Services 
Centre are the Department of Social Protection; the Department of Defence (Military payrolls); 
and the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation. Other Public Service Bodies that have 
still to be transferred are the Office of Public Works; the Houses of the Oireachtas; and the Valu-
ation Office.



31 January 2017

275

31/01/2017WRY00950Heritage Projects

31/01/2017WRY01000371. Deputy Ciarán Cannon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position regarding the return of the Turoe stone to Turoe, County Galway; and the timeframe 
for same. [3835/17]

31/01/2017WRY01100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney) (Deputy Seán Canney): Work to conserve the Turoe Stone has been successfully 
completed and the artefact is in safe storage at the Office of Public Works premises at Portumna 
pending its return to the site at Loughrea where it will be housed in a specially designed envi-
ronmental shelter.  It has been decided to locate the shelter within the existing carpark area at 
the site and to provide suitable landscaping to surround it.

The general siting and landscaping has been determined and OPW is advancing the design 
of the customised shelter.  A firm, which has provided appropriate and similar expertise at the 
recently completed Cormac’s Chapel project at the Rock of Cashel, has been procured to pro-
vide specialised consultancy services and an Architectural practice to lead the project is being 
appointed.  The project will require Planning Permission.

Public Sector Staff Grades Review

31/01/2017WRY01200372. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
reason the proposed amalgamation by his Department of the staff officer and executive officer 
grades within the Civil Service did not take place on 2 January 2017; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3980/17]

31/01/2017WRY01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The matter of 
the amalgamation of the Civil Service Staff Officer grade with the Executive Officer grade is 
currently under deliberation between the management and union side parties concerned.  As this 
deliberative process has yet to be concluded it is considered that it would not be appropriate in 
the circumstances to comment on any issues that may arise between the parties concerned. 

31/01/2017WRY01350Public Service Reform Plan Measures

31/01/2017WRY01400373. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to similarly advance the payment date for retired public servants, in view of the advanc-
ing of the date for the next payment of pay restoration for public servants; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [4045/17]

31/01/2017WRY01500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Following 
the Labour Court Recommendations on Garda pay in November 2016, discussions between the 
Government and the Public Services Committee of ICTU under section 6 of the Lansdowne 
Road Agreement concluded with agreement to an increase of €1,000 in annualised salaries for 
the period 1 April 2017 to 31 August 2017 inclusive for:

public servants on annualised basic salaries up to €65,000;

who are parties to the Lansdowne Road Agreement; and

who do not stand to benefit from the Labour Court Recommendations.

The increase was agreed to address the pay anomaly arising from the Labour Court Recom-
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mendations accepted by the Government in resolution of the pay dispute with the Garda Asso-
ciations. The terms of that settlement have not impacted on pensions in payment and the current 
increase of €1,000 for the period 1 April to 31 August 2017 on annualised basic salaries up to 
€65,000 will not impact on pensions in payment also.

Reductions to public service pensions which took place by way of the Public Service Pen-
sion Reduction (PSPR) under the financial emergency legislation are being significantly re-
versed. This is happening in three stages under FEMPI 2015, with PSPR-affected pensioners 
getting pension increases via substantial restoration of the PSPR reductions on 1 January 2016, 
1 January 2017 and 1 January 2018. As I have previously indicated, it will be for Government 
in due course to consider the issue of how to adjust the post-award value of public service pen-
sions through appropriate pay or other linkages, as we move beyond FEMPI and PSPR restora-
tion towards more normal pay and pension setting conditions in the public service.

31/01/2017WRY01550Departmental Appointments

31/01/2017WRY01600374. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if a chair has been appointed to the community sector high level forum or working group which 
comprises public service management and union interest, which was reconvened in the last 
quarter of 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4143/17]

31/01/2017WRY01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): A new Chair 
has recently been appointed to the High Level Working Group Forum on the community sector. 
A meeting is accordingly being arranged between the parties concerned with a view to schedul-
ing a date in the first quarter of 2017.

31/01/2017WRY01750European Fund for Strategic Investments

31/01/2017WRY01800375. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
funding drawn down by the State to date under the Juncker plan, by project, in tabular form; the 
date the spending of the funding began; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4499/17]

31/01/2017WRY01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I presume the 
Deputy’s question relates to funding provided under the European Fund for Strategic Invest-
ments, or EFSI, which is the joint initiative of the EIB Group and the European Commission 
aimed at mobilising private financing for strategic investments, mainly through loan funding. In 
Ireland’s case, the main potential beneficiaries of EFSI are likely to be commercial investment 
projects (including PPPs). There is little or no scope to use EFSI to increases public capital 
investment due to the need to continue to comply with the requirements of the Stability and 
Growth Pact. The Deputy may wish to note that my Department is not the lead Department in 
relation to EFSI, nor has my Department responsibility for coordinating applications for fund-
ing under EFSI or for reporting on lending by EFSI or EIB to Ireland.  However, I understand 
information on projects approved by EFSI, by country, is available on the website of the EIB at 
http://www.eib.org/efsi/efsi-projects/index.htm.

31/01/2017WRY01950Public Sector Staff Grades Review

31/01/2017WRY02000376. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to amalgamate the grades of staff officer and executive officer; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [4501/17]

31/01/2017WRY02100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The matter of 
the amalgamation of the Civil Service Staff Officer grade with the Executive Officer grade is 
currently under deliberation between the management and union side parties concerned. As this 
deliberative process has yet to be concluded it is considered that it would not be appropriate in 
the circumstances to comment on any issues that may arise between the parties concerned. 

31/01/2017WRY02150Garda Station Refurbishment

31/01/2017WRY02200377. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
proposals there are to upgrade existing State accommodation at a location (details supplied); if 
he will ensure the necessary improvement works will be undertaken at an early date; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [4622/17]

31/01/2017WRY02300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The Office of Public Works responds to requests for building works by An Garda Sío-
chána on foot of priorities submitted by it.  OPW has not received any such request for works 
to Cootehill Garda station. 

31/01/2017WRY02350Public Sector Staff Remuneration

31/01/2017WRY02400378. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if the Government will be making available to local authorities additional funding in order to 
meet the now earlier than expected pay restoration proposals for the public sector employees 
ahead of the now earlier than previously planned pay restoration which will occur in April 
2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4624/17]

31/01/2017WRY02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I refer the 
Deputy to my answer to Parliamentary Question PQ Ref: 3273/17 on 26 January 2017.

31/01/2017WRZ00150Leader Programmes Funding

31/01/2017WRZ00200379. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs her views on a matter (details supplied) regarding Leader funding; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [3788/17]

31/01/2017WRZ00300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Leader funding is delivered through Local Action Groups in each of the 28 
Leader sub-regional areas around the country. The Leader programme funds projects under 
three policy themes: 

- Economic Development, Enterprise Development and Job Creation

 - Social Inclusion, and

 - Rural Environment. 

In order for a project to be eligible for LEADER funding, it must be compatible with the ac-
tions outlined in the approved Local Development Strategy in the sub-regional area concerned, 
and it must comply with the Operating Rules and EU Regulations in place for the programme.
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Project approvals are a matter for the Local Action Group in the relevant area and I have no 
function in relation to those matters.

31/01/2017WRZ00350Dormant Accounts Fund

31/01/2017WRZ00400380. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs when beneficiaries of dormant account funding will be able to draw down 
funding following the completion of the applications and allocations of this funding; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [3866/17]

31/01/2017WRZ00500381. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs when, in the first quarter of 2017, applications for dormant account funding 
will be opened; the time period for organisations to spend the allocations once completed; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [3867/17]

31/01/2017WRZ00600Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Mi-
chael Ring): I propose to take Questions Nos. 380 and 381 together.

The Dormant Accounts Act 2001, together with the Unclaimed Life Assurance Policies Act 
2003 and the Dormant Accounts (Amendment) Acts 2005-2012, provide a framework for the 
administration of unclaimed accounts in credit institutions (i.e. banks, building societies and An 
Post) and unclaimed life assurance policies in insurance undertakings.

The Acts provide for the disbursement of funds for the purposes of programmes or projects 
to assist:

 - the personal and social development of persons who are economically or socially disad-
vantaged;

 - the educational development of persons who are educationally disadvantaged, or

 - persons with a disability.

The Act provides for Disbursement Schemes and Action Plans to be prepared by the Min-
ister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs in consultation with relevant 
Government Ministers and other parties. 

A Disbursement Scheme is prepared every three years and sets out the objectives to be 
achieved by making disbursements from the Fund, and the strategies for achieving those objec-
tives. The current Disbursement Scheme ran to the end of 2016. My Department is currently 
carrying out a consultation process seeking proposals for inclusion in a new Scheme to cover 
the period 2017-2019. 

An Action Plan for 2017 under the new Disbursement Scheme will be drawn up by my of-
ficials following consultation with relevant Government Departments. The Action Plan will 
contain details of specific schemes or programmes to be operated by Departments. It will be a 
matter for the relevant Departments to set criteria and invite applications for their own schemes.

I will shortly be launching a call for proposals for a new Social Enterprise measure to sup-
port social enterprises that provide services to, or employment opportunities for, disadvantaged 
people, particularly in rural areas. Pobal will administer this measure on behalf of my Depart-
ment and details of the measure will be available at www.pobal.ie in the coming weeks.
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31/01/2017WRZ00650Rural Development Plan

31/01/2017WRZ00700382. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the projects in County Tipperary that will be supported by the rural action 
plan, Realising our Rural Potential: Action Plan for Rural Development; the funding being pro-
vided for each; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3873/17]

31/01/2017WRZ00800Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Action Plan for Rural Development provides a framework of supports to 
improve the lives of people who live and work in rural Ireland. It is the first Plan of its kind to 
address both the economic and social needs of rural Ireland through a whole-of-Government 
approach.  The Plan contains over 270 actions, all of which aim to support rural communities 
throughout the country. These actions are spread over five thematic pillars aimed at:

 - Supporting Sustainable Communities,

 - Supporting Enterprise and Employment,

 - Maximising our Rural Tourism and Recreation Potential,

- Fostering Culture and Creativity in rural communities, and

 - Improving Rural Infrastructure and Connectivity. 

Initiatives under the Plan will be rolled out by various Government Departments and State 
agencies, and will benefit all rural communities, including those in Co. Tipperary. 

As far as my own Department is concerned, along with Minister Ring I will shortly be 
launching calls for proposals under the Town and Village Renewal Scheme, the CLÁR pro-
gramme, the Rural Recreation Scheme and the Built Heritage Investment scheme. There will 
also be €40 million available this year for the delivery of the LEADER Rural Development 
Programme.

I will also be increasing access to the arts in rural communities, including through the roll 
out of a new small grants scheme for upgrades to regional arts and culture centres. 

Overall funding for Regional and Rural Programmes in my Department’s Estimate has in-
creased from a figure of €61.2 million in 2016, to €79.2 million in 2017 - an increase of 29%. 
This will allow for additional activity on key rural development schemes administered by the 
Department which will also be complemented by the broader work of my Department, much of 
which has a positive impact on rural Ireland.

31/01/2017WRZ00850Rural Development Plan

31/01/2017WRZ00900383. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the specific measures that the Government will action, as part of the Govern-
ment’s recently announced plan for rural Ireland, in relation to rural County Kildare and the 
towns that will be included as part of the action plan; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [3981/17]

31/01/2017WRZ01000Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Action Plan for Rural Development provides a framework of supports to 
improve the lives of people who live and work in rural Ireland. Supporting town and villages is 
just one element of a much more comprehensive Plan aimed at addressing both the economic 
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and social needs of rural Ireland through a whole-of-Government approach.  As part of Bud-
get 2017, I have secured funding of €12 million for an enhanced Town and Village Renewal 
scheme this year. This represents a trebling of the original 2016 baseline allocation of €4 mil-
lion for the scheme. 

The Town and Village Renewal Scheme for 2017 will be launched shortly and towns and vil-
lages to be considered under the scheme, including in County Kildare, will be selected through 
an application and assessment process. The scheme will be funded by my Department and ad-
ministered by Local Authorities. Full details of the scheme and the application process will be 
made available when the scheme is launched. 

Rural towns and villages across the country will also benefit from a range of other measures 
in the Action Plan for Rural Development, including in relation to supports for community 
projects, tourism projects, sports and cultural activities and job creation. Initiatives in these dif-
ferent areas will be launched on a phased basis by the relevant Government Departments and 
agencies.

31/01/2017WRZ01050Arts Funding

31/01/2017WRZ01100384. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the amount of funding her Department has awarded to an Irish arts centre in 
New York (details supplied) in each of the past ten years, in tabular form; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [3987/17]

31/01/2017WRZ01200Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The remit of Culture Ireland, a division of my Department, is to promote and 
advance Irish arts worldwide thus strengthening Ireland’s cultural profile and global reputation. 
Strategic priorities include providing support for the international presentation of Irish artists 
and arts organisations, developing new and diverse international audiences and markets for 
Irish arts, and linking culture into the Government’s international promotion strategy in tandem 
with other relevant Government Agencies.  In addition to the main funding programmes, Cul-
ture Ireland supports two key partners to promote Irish arts abroad – the Centre Culturel in Paris 
and the Irish Arts Center in New York. 

The funding provided by Culture Ireland to the Irish Arts Center in New York supports Irish 
artists travel related costs. In 2016 my Department provided increased funding of €236,198 
to enable an enhanced programme of Irish artists to be presented as part of ‘I Am Ireland’, 
Centenary year programme. I have now allocated €200,000 in funding to the centre for events 
planned for 2017.

In addition, capital funding of €1 million was provided by my Department for the develop-
ment of the new Irish Arts Center in 2016. This capital funding will supplement private and 
US State support, including City of New York funding of $36.85m, State of New York funding 
of $3.65m and private funding $7.6m. My Department’s grant in December complements over 
€3m provided to date by the Government through the Emigrant Support Programme of the De-
partment of Foreign Affairs and Trade as well as the support provided by the Office of Public 
Works in preparing the designs for the new Center. The new Irish Arts Center, when completed, 
will be a flagship venue which will offer a major platform for the coming generation of Irish 
artists and performers. 

The additional funding which I have now provided will assist in ensuring that this flagship 
artistic Irish cultural venue is delivered on schedule by allowing site preparations to progress 
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as planned.

The support provided over the past 10 years to the Center is set out a follows:

Year Amount allocated
2017 200,000 
2016 236,198 
2015 130,000 
2014 118,500 
2013 117,884 
2012 20,200 
2011 6,000 
2010 30,500 
2009 26,000 
2008 47,000 

31/01/2017WRZ01250Departmental Expenditure

31/01/2017WRZ01300385. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the cost of moving artwork and paintings from location to location outside the 
State by her Department in each of the past five years, in tabular form; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [4040/17]

31/01/2017WRZ01400386. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the cost of moving artwork and paintings from location to location in the 
State by her Department in each of the past five years, in tabular form; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [4041/17]

31/01/2017WRZ01500Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 385 and 386 together.

My Department has not incurred any costs of the nature described by the Deputy in the 
period in question.

For completeness I would advise that, under the Mobility of Collections scheme funding 
is made available to local and regional museums and galleries to facilitate the display of items 
from the National Collection .  Details of funding provided under this scheme can be viewed 
on my Department’s website at http://www.ahrrga.gov.ie/arts/culture/grants-and-funding/cul-
tural-projects-funding.

Culture Ireland also offers grant support to artists to present their work internationally which 
may include transport of artworks abroad.

31/01/2017WRZ01550Heritage Projects

31/01/2017WRZ01600387. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if funding is available in relation to a matter (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4056/17]

31/01/2017WRZ01700Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The matter referred to by the Deputy is included in the National Inventory of 
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Architectural Heritage for Kerry County Council and is in the relevant local authority’s Record 
of Protected Structures (RPS).  Inclusion on the RPS places a duty of care on the owners and 
occupiers of protected structures and also gives planning authorities powers to deal with de-
velopment proposals affecting them and to seek to safeguard their future. I can confirm that no 
funding is available from my Department in relation to the matter raised by the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRZ01750Rural Development Plan

31/01/2017WRZ01800388. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the towns and village centres in County Meath have been selected under the 
Realising our Rural Potential: Action Plan for Rural Development to encourage residential oc-
cupancy; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4063/17]

31/01/2017WRZ01900Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Action Plan for Rural Development contains a number of measures which 
have the objective of rejuvenating Ireland’s rural towns and villages to make them more attrac-
tive places in which to live and work, and to increase their tourism potential.  This is just one 
element of a much more comprehensive Plan aimed at addressing both the economic and social 
needs of rural Ireland through a whole-of-Government approach.  As part of Budget 2017, I 
have secured funding of €12 million for an enhanced Town and Village Renewal scheme this 
year.  This represents a trebling of the original 2016 baseline allocation of €4 million for the 
scheme. The Town and Village Renewal Scheme for 2017 will be launched shortly and towns 
and villages involved in the scheme, including in County Meath, will be selected through an 
application and assessment process. The scheme will be funded by my Department and admin-
istered by the Local Authorities. 

As part of the scheme, I intend to launch a pilot project to encourage residential occupancy 
in rural towns and villages.  This pilot will be launched separately in the second half of the year, 
when details of the scheme have been finalised in consultation with relevant Departments.  The 
pilot will examine ways in which properties that are currently not in use in town centres can be 
renovated to allow them to be used for residential purposes.

31/01/2017WRZ01950Arts Funding

31/01/2017WRZ02000389. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if she has agreed to carry over funding for the 1916 commemoration to the general 
arts, culture and film programme 2017; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4079/17]

31/01/2017WRZ02100411. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the approach she is taking to ensure that the €50 million spent in 2016 on com-
memoration will be retained in the arts budget for 2017 for the benefit of the arts and culture 
nationally; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4104/17]

31/01/2017WRZ02200Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 389 and 411 together.

In 2016, once off funding of approximately €49 million was allocated to the Ireland 2016 
Centenary Programme under my Department’s Arts Division; approximately €18 million in 
current funding and €31 million in capital.

This capital funded once off projects including the new visitor centre at the GPO, Richmond 
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Barracks, the Kevin Barry Rooms at the National Concert Hall and the Athenaeum in Wexford.

As part of the 2017 Budget, I retained the majority of the €18 million current funding for 
2017 which is now part of the baseline for the Arts division of the Department, meaning it will 
be available for future years.

This included:

- An additional €5m for the Arts Council, an 8% increase in its annual budget;

- Boosts in funding for all of the National Cultural Institutions;

- €2m to allow for the opening of the newly restored historic wings at the National Gallery 
of Ireland and the opening of Killarney House on the foot of significant capital investment by 
the State;

- An increase of €2m for the Irish Film Board and €1m for Culture Ireland;

- Funding of €5m for the implementation of the Creative Ireland Programme 2017–2022.

I am confident that this substantial increase in funding for the arts, culture and film sectors 
will allow us to build on the positive legacy of the Ireland 2016 Centenary Programme.  It also 
re-affirms the commitment of the Government to progressively increase funding for the arts as 
the economy improves and also reflects the importance attached to promoting and supporting 
our artistic and cultural strengths, and supporting jobs in our creative industries.

31/01/2017WRZ02250Arts Funding

31/01/2017WRZ02300390. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if the Government will commit to the long-term goal of increasing arts funding to 
the European average of 0.6% of GDP.  [4080/17]

31/01/2017WRZ02400391. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her plans to increase funding in the arts over the lifetime of the Government; and 
her views on whether funding for the Arts Council and the Irish Film Board should be doubled. 
[4081/17]

31/01/2017WRZ02500410. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her views on the recent comments by a person (details supplied) that the Arts 
Council should be getting three or four times the amount of funding it receives from the Gov-
ernment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4103/17]

31/01/2017WRZ02600Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 390, 391 and 410 together.

The Programme for a Partnership Government contains a very important commitment to 
work to progressively increase funding to the arts, including the Arts Council and the Irish Film 
Board, as the economy continues to improve. 

In Budget 2017, I secured significant additional funding for the Arts Council and the Irish 
Film Board. The increase in the Arts Council’s allocation in 2017 is €5 million, or 8%, and will 
assist the Council greatly in implementing its 10-year strategy Making Great Art Work (2016-
2025).  I also secured an increase of €2 million for the Irish Film Board, representing a 14% 
increase in its annual budget.  This increase in funding will allow the Board to invest more in 
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Irish talent in the year ahead and follows on from a very successful year for the Irish film sector, 
particularly the indigenous film sector. 

Budget 2017 also includes:

- increased funding for all of the National Cultural Institutions;

- an increase of €1 million for Culture Ireland;

- an additional €1 million to the Heritage Council; and

- funding of €5m for the implementation of a Legacy Programme now known as the Cre-
ative Ireland Programme and the main implementation vehicle for the priorities identified in the 
draft framework policy Culture 2025/Éire Ildánach which I published in July last year. 

All of this represents real and substantial funding increases across the arts and cultural area 
and has been welcomed across the sector.  It re-affirms the commitment of this Government 
to progressively increase funding for the arts as the economy improves, as set out in the Pro-
gramme for a Partnership Government.

As previously pointed out to the Deputy, the source of the reference to 0.6% of GDP is a 
Council of Europe research project and that many European countries, including ten EU mem-
ber states, are not included in the data. I understand also that the data is not standardised and 
is not comparable across countries.  For example, local authority expenditure on the arts, the 
artists’ exemption tax relief, expenditure on public service broadcasting and the Irish language 
are not included in the figures for Ireland but comparable figures are included in the data for 
some other countries.

31/01/2017WRZ02650Arts Funding

31/01/2017WRZ02700392. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if she will create an arts capital fund, modelled after the sports capital fund, to 
ensure better long-term funding for Irish arts. [4082/17]

31/01/2017WRZ02800Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Last year I announced a new €9 million investment scheme for arts and cultural 
centres to run over the next three years, focused on securing and enhancing our arts and culture 
infrastructure.  The scheme will target investment at a range of different facilities, including 
arts centres, theatres, galleries and museums, as well as artists’ studios and creative spaces.  The 
closing date for receipt of applications was in September.  I hope to make announcements on 
this scheme very shortly.

I will also shortly be announcing details of a new small capital grant scheme for arts and 
cultural facilities for not-for-profit organisations with a defined arts and cultural remit.

31/01/2017WRZ02850Artists’ Remuneration

31/01/2017WRZ02900393. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if she will liaise with the Minister for Social Protection to examine the supports for 
working artists in the social welfare system; if she will relax activation rules for working artists 
to allow them to support themselves in view of the fact they produce the art and cultural pieces 
for which Ireland is rightly proud. [4083/17]
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31/01/2017WRZ03000Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Last month, I announced that my Department in conjunction with the Depart-
ment of Social Protection would devise a mechanism during 2017 to assist self-employed art-
ists who have applied for Jobseeker’s Allowance.  I have been in contact with my colleague the 
Minister for Social Protection on the matter and officials of our two Departments have already 
begun working on this initiative in consultation with the Arts Council.  The scheme will be a 
pilot scheme and is part of the Creative Ireland Programme which was launched by the Tao-
iseach and I and on 8 December last.  Details of the pilot scheme will be announced as soon as 
possible.

World Heritage Sites

31/01/2017WRAA00200394. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the Government’s plan to pursue more applications for UNESCO world heritage 
status for more of Ireland’s national landmarks (details supplied). [4084/17]

31/01/2017WRAA00300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Ireland’s current World Heritage Tentative List has come about from a very 
comprehensive process undertaken by a panel of Irish and international heritage experts specifi-
cally appointed for that purpose.  The process included full public consultation and an in-depth 
review of all proposed candidate sites.    

In the meantime, my Department has engaged with local authorities and local groups from 
the areas with proposals on the Tentative List to gauge the extent of the support available to 
advance the proposals and to clarify the work and resources required for that purpose.  The fun-
damental requirement is that each site must be capable of demonstrating Outstanding Universal 
Value to UNESCO. 

Of the sites featuring on the Tentative List, the greater progress so far has been with the 
Royal Sites serial nomination which includes Cashel, Dún Ailinne, the Hill of Uisneach, the 
Rathcroghan Complex, the Tara Complex and Navan Fort (Eamhain Macha).  Technical evalu-
ations have been produced for each of the six component sites and, earlier this month, my De-
partment convened a meeting of stakeholders from all six locations to review progress and to 
chart the next steps.  It was agreed that the technical evaluations would be sent for international 
peer review following which work will need to begin on developing draft management plans 
for each site, including designation of core and buffer zones in each case.  A further plenary 
meeting of this group is scheduled for next April.  The process will also have to take into ac-
count that some sites will be managed by the Office of Public Works, others by local authorities, 
that two are privately owned and that Eamhain Macha is in Northern Ireland.  The culmination 
of these steps, which will also have to be adopted with each of the other tentative list nomina-
tions, would be the creation of the full nomination documents for each site for submission to 
UNESCO. 

I am committed to supporting the current proposals in every way that I can.  The process is 
undoubtedly both complex and lengthy and the work at every stage must be supported and de-
veloped from the local level up with stakeholder buy-in and commitment at every stage.  While 
this adds to the timescale, it avoids a top down approach lacking the engagement necessary with 
local communities to secure full support for the proposals and for the protection and preserva-
tion of the sites into the future. 

Irish Language
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31/01/2017WRAA00400395. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the way in which she will work with her colleague, the Minister for Education and 
Skills, to ensure that parents can access second level education through Irish, especially in areas 
with proven demand for Gaelscoileanna.  [4085/17]

31/01/2017WRAA00500Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Seán Kyne): I refer the Deputy to previous replies given to Parliamentary 
Questions in relation to this matter.  As I mentioned in these replies the question of access to 
second-level education through Irish is primarily a matter for the Minister for Education and 
Skills.  

However, in the context of its responsibility for coordinating the implementation of the 20-
Year Strategy for the Irish Language 2010-2030, my Department works in close cooperation 
with a number of key stakeholders, including the Department of Education and Skills.

Given the critical role of education in achieving the objectives detailed in the 20-Year Strat-
egy, I can assure the Deputy that this close co-operation will continue to be a priority and I look 
forward to further engagement with my colleague, Richard Bruton T.D., Minister for Education 
and Skills, in relation to these matters.

I should also point out that the Cabinet Committee on Arts, Irish, the Gaeltacht and the Is-
lands is working to ensure coherence and focus in the range of activities, both ongoing and in 
planning, to support and promote the Irish language within the wider context of national iden-
tity, culture and creativity.  I am pleased to be a member of that Committee and I look forward 
to working with my colleague, the Minister for Education and Skills, within that framework.  
Indeed, I am particularly pleased that a new Policy on Gaeltacht Education was published on 
28th October last year, which sets out how the education system will contribute to supporting 
and promoting the future use of Irish as a living indigenous language in the Gaeltacht.  I know 
that this policy, which had been the subject of extensive consultation with the various stake-
holders, including my own Department, has been widely welcomed.   

Irish Language

31/01/2017WRAA00600396. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if the Government will provide extra funding to Gaeltacht areas to encourage 
greater use of the language and better economic prospects for those living in Gaeltacht areas.  
[4086/17]

31/01/2017WRAA00700Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Seán Kyne): I refer the Deputy to the previous replies given to Parliamentary 
Questions in relation to this matter.  As I mentioned in those replies, the implementation of the 
20-Year Strategy for the Irish Language 2010-2030 is recognised as a key priority in the Pro-
gramme for a Partnership Government insofar as it supports the maintenance and development 
of the Irish language as a community and household language in the Gaeltacht.  Other measures 
outlined in the Programme include:   

 - A focus on job creation in the Gaeltacht, through investment in jobs by Údarás na Gael-
tachta;

 - Encouraging the attendance by children of Irish-medium pre-schools or naíonraí in Gael-
tacht areas; and,

 - Increasing the investment in the Irish language.   
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The Deputy will be aware that my Department, together with Údarás na Gaeltachta, admin-
isters a wide range of schemes, programmes and initiatives targeting language and economic 
development in Gaeltacht areas.  Further details are available on the Údarás na Gaeltachta 
website www.udaras.ie.   

In order to further underpin the implementation of the 20-Year Strategy and the language 
planning process, as set out in Acht na Gaeltachta 2012, a specific allocation of €1.25m has also 
been provided in my Department vote this year, an increase of €250,000 on the 2016 alloca-
tion.  This increased allocation will further enable my Department, acting in co-operation with 
Údarás na Gaeltachta and relevant stakeholders at community level, to implement a range of 
specific and practical measures aimed at both supporting the implementation of the Strategy, as 
well as the language planning process in Gaeltacht areas. 

A further increase of €1m in current funding provided in my Department’s Vote this year for 
the Irish Language, Gaeltacht and Islands programme area will enable my Department to allo-
cate extra resources to Gaeltacht support schemes such as the Irish Language Summer Colleges 
and Gaeltacht community groups funded by Údarás na Gaeltachta.    

In relation to the economic development of the Gaeltacht, as Minister of State with respon-
sibility for the Gaeltacht, I very much appreciate the importance of job creation in helping to 
retain sustainable communities in Gaeltacht areas.  In this context, I wish to acknowledge the 
very important enterprise and employment function of Údarás na Gaeltachta as the regional 
economic development agency for the Gaeltacht.  In its regional enterprise role in the Gaeltacht, 
Údarás na Gaeltachta, in conjunction with Enterprise Ireland and the IDA, will continue to work 
towards attracting investment to the Gaeltacht, in addition to supporting micro-enterprises and 
developing the skills base in the Gaeltacht. In order to enable Údarás na Gaeltachta to fulfil its 
job creation remit in the Gaeltacht, a capital funding allocation of €6.687m has been provided 
by the Exchequer to the organisation in 2017. 

Cultural Policy

31/01/2017WRAA00800397. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the way in which the Government plans to ensure arts funding is used to ensure 
minority and new Irish voices are heard as part of cultural output. [4087/17]

31/01/2017WRAA00900404. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if she will work with the Minister for Health to develop and roll out an arts and 
health strategy across acute and children’s hospitals and across the community health sector; 
and the other innovative approaches being considered to use the arts as a means to promote 
well-being across society. [4096/17]

31/01/2017WRAA01000405. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the action she is taking with her government colleagues to systematically address 
social, geographic and economic barriers to full participation in the artistic and cultural life of 
the country, particularly for children and young persons.  [4097/17]

31/01/2017WRAA01100Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 397, 404 and 405 together.  

Under the Arts Act 2003, primary responsibility for the promotion and support of the arts, 
including inclusivity in the arts, throughout the country is devolved to the Arts Council.  In 
Budget 2017, I secured significant additional funding for the Arts Council.  This will see an 
increase in the Arts Council allocation in 2017 of €5m, or 8%, and will assist the Council in 
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implementing its 10-year strategy Making Great Art Work (2016-2025).  This strategy places 
specific emphasis on the need to plan and provide for children and young people.  The 5 high-
level values of the strategy include a commitment to excellence, as well as respect for diversity 
of artistic practice, of public engagement, and of social and cultural traditions.  The strategy 
also commits to working to achieve full implementation of the Arts in Education Charter.  The 
Strategy is available on the website of the Arts Council.   

The Creative Ireland Programme is the Government’s Legacy Programme for Ireland 2016 
and the main implementation vehicle for the priorities identified in Culture 2025/Éíre Ildánach 
the draft framework policy which I published in July of last year.  It is a five-year all-of-govern-
ment initiative, from 2017 to 2022, which places creativity at the centre of public policy. 

The Programme is built around five pillars one of which Enabling Creativity in Every Com-
munity.  The Centenary Programme demonstrated two critically important aspects of local 
governance: first, local authorities are the primary instruments of community engagement and 
second, local authorities have a particular capacity for local programme delivery, especially in 
the context of citizen engagement.  Further details of the Creative Ireland Programme can be 
accessed at the following link http://creative.ireland.ie/.

In addition to the Creative Ireland Programme, I recently launched the Action Plan for Ru-
ral Development which is the first whole-of-government strategy aimed at people living and 
working in rural Ireland.  It aims to unlock the potential of rural Ireland through a framework 
of supports at national and local level which will ensure that people who live in rural areas have 
increased opportunities for employment locally, and access to public services and social net-
works that support a high quality of life.  The Plan contains 276 actions which aim to improve 
both the economic and social fabric of rural Ireland spread across five pillars. 

The fourth pillar of the Action Plan is Fostering Culture and Creativity in Rural Communi-
ties.  The key objectives of this Pillar are to:   

- Increase access to the arts and enhance cultural facilities in rural communities.

- Further develop and enhance culture and creativity in rural Ireland through the establish-
ment of culture teams and creativity hubs as part of the Creative Ireland Programme.

- Promote the Irish language as a key resource in Gaeltacht and other rural communities.   

These objectives will be delivered as part of the work programme across my Department, 
and in particular as part of the Creative Ireland Programme which was launched by the Taoise-
ach on 8th December last.   

All of these initiatives by my Department and its agencies will seek to address the issues set 
out in the questions.   

Cultural Policy

31/01/2017WRAA01200398. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her plans to support the development of the creative industries sector; if she has 
reviewed the report from the previous Joint Committee on Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation on 
the hearings on examining the potential for job creation, innovation and balanced economic 
development in the creative economy; and if she will implement the recommendations of the 
report in tandem with the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation. [4088/17]
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31/01/2017WRAA01300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I am keenly aware of the potential of the creative sector to contribute to sustain-
able jobs growth, as set out in the report to which the Deputy refers.  My Department continues 
to work with other Departments, in particular with the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and In-
novation, across a range of areas as set out in the Action Plan for Jobs and in the context of my 
wider remit to promote and support Ireland’s cultural and creative sectors.    

I recently announced the commissioning of an economic analysis of our screen-based cre-
ative industries by my Department in partnership with the Departments of Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment and Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.  This study has com-
menced and will examine the economic impact and potential of the Irish film, TV and animation 
sector and analyse the scale and economic contribution of the screen-based creative industries 
and examine its potential to expand further.  The study, when complete, will help to inform 
Government strategies and initiatives as we seek to enhance Ireland’s reputation as a home of 
creative talent.   

My Department will continue to promote the creative industries and economic development 
across its remit including, for example, through the recently published Creative Ireland Pro-
gramme and Action Plan for Rural Development.   

The Creative Ireland Programme is the Government’s Legacy Programme for Ireland 2016 
and the main implementation vehicle for the priorities identified in Culture 2025/Éíre Ildánach 
the draft framework policy which I published in July of last year.  It is a five-year initiative, 
from 2017 to 2022, which places creativity at the centre of public policy. 

The Action Plan for Rural Development is the first whole-of-government strategy aimed 
at people living and working in rural Ireland.  It aims to unlock the potential of rural Ireland 
through a framework of supports at national and local level which will ensure that people who 
live in rural areas have increased opportunities for employment locally, and access to public 
services and social networks that support a high quality of life.  The Plan is spread across five 
pillars and the fourth pillar is Fostering Culture and Creativity in Rural Communities.  The key 
objectives of this Pillar are to:   

- Increase access to the arts and enhance cultural facilities in rural communities.

- Further develop and enhance culture and creativity in rural Ireland through the establish-
ment of culture teams and creativity hubs as part of the Creative Ireland Programme

- Promote the Irish language as a key resource in Gaeltacht and other rural communities.   

Cultural Policy

31/01/2017WRAA01400399. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if she has liaised with the Minister for Education and Skills with regard to the de-
velopment of contemporary art education at primary and secondary level in schools. [4090/17]

31/01/2017WRAA01500Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Programme for a Partnership Government commits to the continued imple-
mentation of the Arts in Education Charter and my Department is working closely with the De-
partment of Education and Skills and the Arts Council to deliver the objectives of the Charter.  

The work of the two Departments and the Arts Council in implementing the Charter is 
achieved largely through existing structures such as education centres.  Good progress has been 
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made to date in terms of launching Ireland’s first Arts in Education Portal, holding National 
Arts and Education Days, and developing Teacher Artist Partnerships through the Education 
and Training Centres. 

In terms of direct support for the arts, this is primarily a matter for the Arts Council and its 
ten-year strategy, Making Great Art Work 2016-2025 , which places specific emphasis on the 
need to plan and provide for children and young people.  The strategy also commits to working 
to achieve full implementation of the Arts in Education Charter.  Arising from the significant 
increase of support of €5m which I secured for the Arts Council as part of Budget 2017, I am 
pleased to say that Arts Council funding in this area for 2017 has in turn increased from €3.1m 
in 2016 to €3.7m this year.  This is a very clear indication that the Arts Council is prioritising 
arts participation by young people and children.  In addition to the Charter, the Creative Ireland 
Programme, which the Taoiseach and I launched in December, places a special focus on “En-
abling the Creative Potential of Every Child”.  Building on the Arts in Education Charter this 
will involve the development of an integrated plan to enable every child in Ireland to access 
tuition in music, drama, art and coding by 2022.  My Department will be working with relevant 
Departments and other stakeholders over the coming months to develop this plan.

Cultural Policy

31/01/2017WRAA01600400. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her plans to develop a national cultural strategy up to 2025. [4091/17]

31/01/2017WRAA01700Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Last July I published the draft framework policy Culture 2025/Éire Ildánach, 
which was submitted to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs for input.  I understand that the Committee is currently preparing a report on 
the draft framework policy which I will consider when received.  I have also received submis-
sions from various organisations on the draft document.  Following receipt of the report from 
the Committee it is my intention to finalise the Policy. 

In the meantime, as referred to in my reply to the Deputy on 29 November last, I believe that 
it is important to continue momentum in terms of delivery of the priorities set out in the frame-
work policy and to build on the positive legacy of the Ireland 2016 Centenary Programme.

To that effect therefore, on December 8th last, the Taoiseach and I launched the Creative 
Ireland Programme/Clár Éire Ildánach as the Government’s Legacy Programme arising out of 
the Ireland 2016 Centenary Programme and as the main implementation vehicle for the priori-
ties identified in Culture 2025.  The Creative Ireland Programme is a high-level, high-ambition, 
all-of-Government initiative to mainstream creativity in the life of the nation.  

My Department is now working to implement the Creative Ireland Programme with partners 
across Government and other key stakeholders.  This includes an ambitious Year 1 Programme 
to deliver 10 initiatives by the end of 2017.  Details of the Programme can be found on www.
creative.ireland.ie.

Cultural Policy

31/01/2017WRAA01800401. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her plans to develop musical education and make instruments available to young 
persons and the general population through facilitating schools, youth groups and libraries to 
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enhance their music resources and the provision of access to musical training and instruments 
for the benefit of local communities. [4092/17]

31/01/2017WRAA01900Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Government appreciates the importance of the cultural and creative indus-
tries to Ireland, including the music industry.  Under the Arts Act 2003, primary responsibility 
for the promotion and support of the arts, including music, throughout the country is devolved 
to the Arts Council.  I am pleased that I secured significant additional funding for the Arts Coun-
cil in Budget 2017 amounting to an increase of €5 million, or 8%.  

This increase will enable the Council to enhance support to artists and arts organisations 
around the country, including young and upcoming artists, in line with its strategy statement, 
Making Great Art Work, which prioritises support for the artist and public engagement.   

In addition, my Department, through Culture Ireland, provides supports for Irish artists and 
musicians to travel abroad and develop their careers.  I am pleased that I have increased the an-
nual baseline funding for Culture Ireland from €2.5m in 2016 to €3.5m in 2017.

My Department also provides funding for an annual scheme to assist in the purchase of mu-
sical instruments by talented individuals and groups.  Under the Music Capital Scheme, which 
is managed by Music Network, grants are made available to groups to support the purchase of 
musical instruments.  Further details are available on the website of Music Network at www.
musicnetwork.ie.

My Department also provides funding to Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann (CCÉ) for its work 
in the protection and promotion of Irish traditional music and culture.  In 2016, funding of 
€1,448,000 was provided to CCÉ by my Department. CCÉ provide weekly classes in a variety 
of traditional instruments, singing, and dance through its network of centres and branches all 
over the country as well as summer schools.  CCÉ maintains a full schedule of educational 
events, such as lectures, exhibitions, workshops and concerts, sometimes in conjunction with 
the Fleadhanna Cheoil.  Further information is available on the website of CCÉ at www.com-
haltas.ie.

  The Creative Ireland Programme is the Government’s Legacy Programme for Ireland 2016 
and the main implementation vehicle for the priorities identified in Culture 2025/Éíre Ildánach 
the draft framework policy which I published in July this year.  It is a five-year initiative, from 
2017 to 2022, which places creativity at the centre of public policy.  It is built around five pillars 
the first of which is the Enabling the Creative Potential of Every Child.  Arising out of this my 
Department will be working with the Department of Education and Skills and the Department 
of Children and Youth Affairs over the coming months to develop a plan so that by 2022 every 
child in Ireland will have access to tuition in music, drama, art and coding.

The full Creative Ireland programme is available on my Department’s website at the follow-
ing link: http://creative.ireland.ie/sites/default/files/creative_ireland_programme.pdf.

Cultural Policy

31/01/2017WRAA02000402. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if she has examined any proposals to facilitate, on a national basis, the use of vacant 
retail premises by exhibiting artists based on successful schemes (details supplied). [4093/17]

31/01/2017WRAA02100Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I am aware and supportive of the use of vacant premises by artists and arts or-
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ganisations and I understand that a number of such buildings are currently being utilised by arts 
organisation across the country.    

In general, I would consider that local approaches driven by artists, local arts officers and 
the owners of vacant buildings are best suited to respond to the specific local circumstances 
involved and provide the most effective outcomes. 

In terms of investment by my Department, last year I launched a €9m investment scheme for 
arts and cultural centres to run over the next three years, focussed on securing and enhancing 
our arts and culture infrastructure.  The scheme targets investment at a range of different facili-
ties, including arts centres, theatres, galleries and museums, as well as creative spaces.  I will 
announce grants under this scheme very shortly.

I will also shortly be announcing details of a new small capital grant scheme for arts and 
cultural facilities for not-for-profit organisations with a defined arts and cultural remit.  I will 
consider how best this scheme could assist with the provision or enhancement of artist studio 
space.   

Heritage Promotion

31/01/2017WRAA02200403. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if her Department will examine a nationwide plan for the development of village 
design statements that would ensure all future planning and development takes full cognisance 
of the historic character and protect the character and heritage of villages. [4094/17]

31/01/2017WRAA02300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Heritage Council, in collaboration with my Department, has led the de-
velopment of a best practice approach to the development of Community-Led Village Design 
Statements.  In tandem with a number of local authorities and village communities, the Council 
has prepared a toolkit which was launched in October 2012 at the inaugural community-led 
workshop.  In many ways, the approach followed is similar to the Historic Towns Initiative 
(HTI) framework, also developed by my Department in collaboration with the Heritage Coun-
cil, Fáilte Ireland and relevant local authorities, although it is focussed on smaller communities.

Current policy encourages a community-led approach rather than the development of a 
nationwide plan.  I am however considering the possibility of a prioritised targeted approach 
to towns and villages with a view to not only protecting their character and heritage, but also 
contributing to regional development through encouraging economic growth and employment.

All approaches are still under consideration as I seek to further strengthen the protection of 
our built heritage and to provide for the regeneration of rural towns and villages as part of the 
Action Plan for Rural Development. 

  Questions Nos. 404 and 405 answered with Question No. 397.

Arts in Education Charter

31/01/2017WRAA02600406. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the plans in place to ensure the better integration of the arts into education and 
broadening the focus on science, technology, engineering and maths, STEM, into science, tech-
nology, engineering, arts and maths, STEAM; her plans to expand the ambition and resourcing 
of the arts and education charter and to continue to work with the Department of Education 
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and Skills to further enhance the position of arts subjects within the curriculum at primary and 
secondary level. [4098/17]

31/01/2017WRAA02700Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): While the content of the school curriculum is primarily a matter for the Depart-
ment of Education and Skills, I am firmly committed to continuing the work of the ongoing 
partnership between that Department, my own Department and the Arts Council, in line with 
the Arts in Education Charter.   

In this regard, I am pleased that the Programme for a Partnership Government commits to 
the continued implementation of the Arts in Education Charter  and my Department is working 
closely with the Department of Education and Skills and the Arts Council to deliver the objec-
tives of the Charter.

The work of the two Departments and the Arts Council in implementing the Charter is 
achieved largely through existing structures such as education centres.  Good progress has been 
made to date in terms of launching Ireland’s first Arts in Education Portal, holding National 
Arts and Education Days and developing Teacher Artist Partnerships through the Education and 
Training Centres.   

  In addition, the Creative Ireland Programme is the Government’s Legacy Programme for 
Ireland 2016 and the main implementation vehicle for the priorities identified in Culture 2025/
Éíre Ildánach the draft framework policy which I published in July this year.  It is a five-year 
initiative, from 2017 to 2022, which places creativity at the centre of public policy.  It is built 
around five pillars the first of which is the Enabling the Creative Potential of Every Child.  Aris-
ing out of this my Department will be working with the Department of Education and Skills 
and the Department of Children and Youth Affairs over the coming months to develop a plan so 
that by 2022 every child in Ireland will have access to tuition in music, drama, art and coding.   

Cultural Policy

31/01/2017WRAA02800407. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if she will urgently begin preparation of a global arts forum for Ireland, similar to 
the structure of the Global Irish Economic Forum which would highlight indigenous talent and 
map a strong and healthy future for arts and culture at home and abroad.  [4099/17]

31/01/2017WRAA02900Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): My Department through Culture Ireland supports Irish artists to present their 
work worldwide.  This serves to raise the global awareness of the strong reputation of the Irish 
arts sector, generate new career opportunities for Irish artists and develop new audiences abroad 
for Irish artists.  

My Department continues to work with the Global Irish Network, which has to date made 
many significant achievements in relation to highlighting Ireland’s creativity on the world stage.  
I consider that this is the most appropriate vehicle in which to highlight the achievement of Irish 
creativity as part of a wider cross-sectoral partnership.  Most notable in terms of this collab-
orative approach have been Irish Design 2015, with which my Department had a significant 
engagement in relation to the international programme, and the Imagine Ireland  programme 
in 2011.

This model of supporting major arts initiatives internationally continued last year with the 
I am Ireland  programme – the international arts element of the Ireland 2016 Centenary Pro-
gramme, which included over 550 separate performances and exhibitions with a special focus 
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in key territories - United States, Great Britain, Canada and Australia.  This programme re-
flected that interest in Irish artistic excellence continues to grow internationally and recognises 
that this centenary year offered a unique opportunity to build on Ireland’s cultural connections 
and share the talents of Irish artists through many special and diverse events around the world.

In addition to Culture Ireland the Creative Ireland Programme , which the Taoiseach and I 
launched on the 8th of December 2016 , places a special emphasis on unifying our Global repu-
tation.  Pillar 5 of the Programme - Unifying our Global Reputation - is about presenting a co-
herent representation of Ireland to the world as a creative people.  This will seek to capture the 
overarching narrative of Ireland’s unique creativity and cultural heritage.  The Government’s 
intentions in this regard were welcomed when I launched the Creative Ireland Programme on 
the international stage in New York on 13th January. 

Departmental Titles

31/01/2017WRBB00200408. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs is the title of her De-
partment and whether she anticipates there will be any further changes to the name of her 
Department or her Department’s functions; the sections of staff which have been assigned or 
transferred between Departments as a consequence of changes to her ministerial and depart-
mental structure; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4100/17]

31/01/2017WRBB00300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs was 
established on 9th June 2016 with responsibility for all functions that previously came within 
the remit of the former Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, alongside a range of 
new responsibilities in relation to regional development and rural affairs.  

Reflecting the importance of regional development and rural affairs in the Programme for 
a Partnership Government, a new Regional Development and Rural Affairs Division was es-
tablished within my Department, with a key focus on the delivery of the EU co-funded Rural 
Development Programme 2014-2020 (LEADER) which transferred from the former Depart-
ment of the Environment, Community and Local Government along with sections managing 
Rural Development Schemes, the Western Development Commission, the Dormant Accounts 
Fund and social enterprise.

In addition sections dealing with the rollout of rural broadband and supporting the rural post 
office network transferred to my Department from the former Department of Communications, 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

The configuration of Departments generally is a matter for Government, in the context of 
the Programme for Government and other emerging priorities.  There are no proposals for any 
further changes to the structure of my Department at this time. 

Brexit Issues

31/01/2017WRBB00400409. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the role she will have in the Government’s post-Brexit strategy in view of her re-
sponsibility for regional affairs and the potentially very negative impact of Brexit on the Border 
area; if there is a specific unit in her Department to deal with the impact of Brexit on the Border 
region; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4102/17]
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31/01/2017WRBB00500Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Brexit poses significant challenges for rural Ireland and for the border area in 
particular.  I hosted a productive public forum on Brexit in Monaghan last November which 
was attended by a range of interests from the Border region.  I am also hosting a Sectoral Dia-
logue on Brexit in Cavan on Monday 6th February.  This will focus on the impacts of Brexit on 
the sectors served by my Department, with particular attention being given to the impacts on 
Border communities.  This event is part of the ongoing engagement with civil society initiated 
by the Taoiseach when he hosted the first All-Ireland Civic Dialogue last year.  The Taoiseach 
will host a second Civic Dialogue on 17 February next. 

In addition, my Department is commissioning specific research on the impact of Brexit on 
rural areas, and particularly rural areas in the Border region, as part of the Government’s Action 
Plan for Rural Development launched on 23rd January.

The focus of the Government is on continuing with our intensive phase of preparations - 
consultations, engagement with EU partners and critical analysis - in advance of the Article 
50 being triggered by the UK Government.  Planning began before the UK referendum and 
analysis has deepened across Government since then.  The programme of engagement by the 
Government with other EU Governments and the EU institutions, including the Commission’s 
Brexit Negotiations Task Force, is already underway and will be intensified in 2017.  This activ-
ity is reinforced by extensive engagement at diplomatic and official level.  In that regard, I met 
with Ms. Kristalina Georgieva, Vice President of the European Commission last November. 

The Government has also put in place a number of structural and other arrangements to 
address issues relating to Brexit.  These include an inter-Departmental Group that was formed 
in April 2016.  My Department has been represented on the Inter-Departmental Group since 
its establishment.  In addition, a Working Group, chaired at Assistant Secretary level and com-
posed of officials from across the Department was established within my Department to deal 
with Brexit issues.  This Working Group is supported by the Department’s EU Coordination 
Unit which is also responsible for managing those issues relating to Brexit that fall within my 
Department’s remit.  These arrangements are being kept under review and will be enhanced if 
required in the coming period.

  Question No. 410 answered with Question No. 390.

  Question No. 411 answered with Question No. 389.

Cultural Policy

31/01/2017WRBB00800412. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if she will appoint an expert panel of artists and cultural managers to advise her 
and her Department as proposed by the national campaign for the arts; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [4105/17]

31/01/2017WRBB00900Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): My Department will continue to work closely with those involved in arts and 
culture in Ireland.  For example, the Department consulted widely with the arts and culture 
sector in preparing Ireland’s first draft framework policy Culture 2025/Éire Ildánach which I 
published in July last year.  The preparation of this document was supported by a steering group 
and wider expert group drawn from the sector.  The draft document was submitted to the Joint 
Oireachtas Committee on Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs for input.  I un-
derstand that the Committee is currently preparing a report on the draft framework policy which 
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I will consider when received.  

In the meantime, I believe that it is important to continue momentum in terms of delivery of 
the priorities set out in the framework policy and to build on the positive legacy of the Ireland 
2016 Centenary Programme.

To that effect therefore, on December 8th last, the Taoiseach and I launched the Creative 
Ireland Programme/Clár Éire Ildánach as the Government’s Legacy Programme arising out of 
the Ireland 2016 Centenary Programme and as the main implementation vehicle for the priori-
ties identified in Culture 2025.  The Creative Ireland Programme is a high-level, high-ambition, 
all-of-Government initiative to mainstream creativity in the life of the nation.

My Department is now working to implement the Creative Ireland Programme with part-
ners across Government and other key stakeholders including those working in the sector.  I 
will continue to keep the process and structures for consultation under review as we work 
through the implementation phase.

It should also be noted that under the Arts Act 2003, the Arts Council also has a function of 
advising and providing information on the arts to the Minister and to the Government.     

Cultural Policy

31/01/2017WRBB01000413. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her views on proposals that would mandate all local authorities to publish indi-
vidual arts plans and cultural strategies and for local authority arts spending to be mandatory 
and ring-fenced on an annual basis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4106/17]

31/01/2017WRBB01100Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heath-
er Humphreys): The Taoiseach and I launched the Creative Ireland Programme – Clár Éire 
Ildánach 2017 – 2022 on the 8 December 2016.   

This is a cross-Government initiative to mainstream culture and creativity in the life of 
the nation and to promote individual, community and national wellbeing.  This will focus on 
boosting cultural provision and participation in communities and harnessing the goodwill and 
engagement generated by the 2016 commemorative programme. 

The core proposition of this programme is that participation in cultural activity drives per-
sonal and collective creativity, with significant implications for individual and societal wellbe-
ing and achievement.  The programme is based on five pillars:

 - Enabling the creative potential of every child

 - Enabling creativity in every community

 - Investing in our creative and cultural infrastructure

 - Establishing Ireland as a centre of excellence in media production

 - Unifying our global reputation

The second pillar – Enabling creativity in every community – will be implemented primar-
ily through our local authorities.  This is because local authorities are the primary instruments 
of community engagement and second, local authorities have a particular capacity for local 
programme delivery, especially in the context of citizen engagement.
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I have asked local authorities to establish a Culture Team bringing together arts officers, li-
brarians, heritage officers, museum curators, archivists and other relevant personnel which will 
be led by a Director of Services, with a nominated person as ‘Creative Ireland Co-ordinator’.  
The primary role of the Culture Team will be to develop a Culture and Creativity Plan, reflect-
ing the overall structure and aims of the national strategy programme, and then to drive public 
participation in creative cultural activity in ach local authority area.

I have made a specific allocation of €1million to the local authorities towards the implemen-
tation of the 2017 Creative Ireland Plans out of the overall funding of €5m which I secured in 
Budget 2017 to underpin this new initiative.

Post Office Network

31/01/2017WRBB01200414. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the way in which her Department proposes to oversee and monitor the implemen-
tation of actions to support the post office network, arising out of the report of the post office 
renewal board and the Post Office Hub Working Group as outlined in point 20 of the action plan 
for rural development; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [4111/17]

31/01/2017WRBB01300Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring): The Post Office Network Business Development Group, 
chaired by Mr. Bobby Kerr, was established in late 2014 to examine the potential for additional 
Government business – as well as commercial business – to be transacted through the Post Of-
fice network.  The final report of the Group was published in January 2016.  

On foot of this report, two Working Groups were established to progress the recommenda-
tions arising from the report of the Business Development Group; these were the Post Office 
Network Renewal Implementation Group, chaired by Mr. Kerr, and the Post Office Hub Work-
ing Group which I myself chaired.

The Network Renewal Group examined a number of issues relating to the Post Office net-
work, including the number and spatial distribution of post offices, branch modernisation, the 
streamlining of products and services, and postmaster contracts.  Mr Kerr submitted his final 
report to An Post on 23rd December last.

The role of the Post Office Hub Working Group was to identify potential models under 
which the post offices could act as community hubs, especially in rural areas.  This Working 
Group has also completed its work, and final drafting changes are currently being made to the 
Group’s report. I will be making this report available to the Government as soon as possible.   

The recommendations arising out of these reports will be considered by the Board of An 
Post and by the Government respectively and I anticipate that a number of firm actions will be 
agreed for delivery by An Post, by my own Department, and potentially by other Government 
Departments. 

These actions will be monitored on an on-going basis by my Department through its direct 
engagement in delivery, and also through the processes which are being put in place to monitor 
the implementation of the Action Plan for Rural Development as a whole.  A Monitoring Com-
mittee, which will be chaired by Minister Heather Humphreys, will meet on a regular basis to 
monitor the progress of each of the actions in the Plan.  The Monitoring Committee will include 
the key stakeholders from relevant public bodies and from business and rural interests.  Prog-
ress reports will be published every six months. 
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Rural Development Policy

31/01/2017WRBB01400415. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if each policy action for each of the 276 actions in the action plan for ru-
ral development corresponds to an item previously announced by her Department or another 
Government Department or if it is a new policy action; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [4217/17]

31/01/2017WRBB01500416. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the 2017 Government budget allocation for each policy action for each of the 
276 actions in the action plan for rural development; the supplementary funding for each action 
which will be needed in 2017 to meet the cost of fulfilling these policy actions; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [4218/17]

31/01/2017WRBB01600Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 415 and 416 together.   

The Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development was launched on 23 rd January 2017.  
It is the first plan of its kind to take a cohesive and coordinated approach across the whole of 
Government to both economic and rural development. 

The Action Plan collates both new and existing rural development policies and initiatives 
from across Government under one cover, and the monitoring mechanisms set out in the Plan 
will drive their implementation.  This approach will ensure that rural development policies are 
cohesive, effective and fully implemented for the benefit of rural communities. 

The actions contained in the Plan represent firm commitments from Government Depart-
ments and agencies.  Funding for the actions will be reflected in the Estimate of the relevant 
Department.  Many of the funding components are new, or have only been announced in recent 
weeks, in anticipation of the Action Plan being published.  Examples of new investments in-
clude:

 - Up to €60 million over the next three years to rejuvenate over 600 rural towns and vil-
lages.

 - A doubling of funding for flood risk schemes to €100 million per annum by 2021.

 - €6 million for investment in the development of Blueways.

 - €10 million to be invested in our National Parks and Nature Reserves.

 - A €10 million (50%) increase in funding under the SEAI’s Better Energy Communities 
Programme, which will total €30 million for 2017.

 - A new Community CCTV grant scheme will be introduced by the Tánaiste and Minister 
for Justice and Equality, while significant investment in the Seniors Alert Scheme will also be 
made by the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government. 

It is important to bear in mind, however, that many of the commitments in the Action Plan 
involve new policy initiatives which will not necessarily require additional funding to have a 
positive impact. 

As far as my own Department is concerned, I do not foresee the need for a supplementary 
Estimate this year.  Funding for regional and rural programmes in my Department’s Estimate 
has increased from €61.2 million in 2016, to €79.2 million in 2017 – an increase of 29%.  The 
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increased funding will be complemented by the work of other areas of my Department, much 
of which has a positive impact on rural Ireland. 

Departmental Expenditure

31/01/2017WRBB01700417. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the amount of funding carried over by her Department to 2017; the subheads 
it was carried over under; the expenditure of this money to date in 2017; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [4228/17]

31/01/2017WRBB01800Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Public Financial Procedures provide that a maximum of up to 10% of the capital 
envelope of a Vote may be carried over by way of ‘deferred surrender’ to the following year for 
spending in that year on priority capital programmes.  Annual provision for the allocation and 
expenditure of capital carryover amounts is subject to Oireachtas approval.  The total amount 
carried over by my Department from 2016 into 2017 is €13,548,000.  The subheads under 
which it is intended to apply the capital carryover in 2017 are detailed in the Revised Estimates 
Volume (REV) at http://www.per.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/RevisedEstimatesforPublicSer-
vices2017.pdf.  The subheads in which the savings arose in 2016 are:

Subhead A.15 Decade of Centenaries 1912-1922

Subhead A.16 – Cork Event Centre

Subhead B.8 Peatlands Restoration

Subhead C.3 Gaeltacht Support Schemes

Subhead E.6 LEADER Rural Economy Sub Programme

The Oireachtas provides approval for the carryover amounts through its approval of the 
Appropriation Bill and the Estimates.  Provision is made in the REV for the capital carryover 
amount by subhead and in a Ministerial Order to be made by the Minister for Public Expendi-
ture and Reform before 31 March in the year of carryover.  The making by the Minister of this 
Order renders capital expenditure on the programmes, which have been included in the Order, 
a first charge against the carryover amounts for those programmes.  As such a Ministerial Order 
has not yet been made in 2017, no expenditure has been incurred by my Department this year 
against capital carryover.

Local Authority Funding

31/01/2017WRBB01900418. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the amount of funding paid to local authorities before the end of 2016 for 
works that had not been completed and for which no mature liabilities existed; the amount of 
this expenditure for which proof of the work being carried out has since been provided; if she 
will provide a full account of the expenditure provided; the number of these projects that have 
been inspected by or on behalf of her Department to ensure the work has been done to standard; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4229/17]

31/01/2017WRBB02000Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The table below outlines the amounts of funding paid to Local Authorities in 
2016 under the following schemes - REDZ, CLÁR, Rural Recreation and Town and Village 
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Renewal.  All funding was made available in line with the sanction received from the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform and on the basis of funding agreements signed with the 
Local Authorities.    

My Department is working closely with the Local Authorities to ensure that all expenditure 
is in line with the Public Spending Code and that the funding is spent promptly and in accor-
dance with the project proposals.

A programme of inspections will take place on projects approved under the different pro-
grammes and the Local Authorities will be required to account for all funding received in 2016. 

Local Authority Prepayments 2016: Rural Schemes

Local Authority REDZ CLÁR Rural Recre-
ation

Town and Vil-
lage

Carlow €200,000.00 €80,000.00 €67,500.00 €380,000.00
Cavan €200,000.00 €498,184.00 €45,567.00 €380,000.00
Clare €200,000.00 €284,000.00 €255,625.20 €380,000.00
Cork €248,000.00 €562,222.00 €417,815.15 €380,000.00
Donegal €298,000.00 €878,632.00 €67,991.00 €380,000.00
Dublin (DLR) €0.00 €0.00 €33,666.94 €0.00
Dublin (Fingal) €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €380,000.00
Galway €100,000.00 €392,000.00 €248,950.00 €380,000.00
Kerry €150,195.00 €744,964.00 €288,000.00 €380,000.00
Kildare €100,000.00 €0.00 €0.00 €380,000.00
Kilkenny €200,000.00 €223,000.00 €0.00 €380,000.00
Laois €200,000.00 €148,900.00 €256,000.00 €380,000.00
Leitrim €300,000.00 €274,800.00 €480,000.00 €380,000.00
Limerick €300,000.00 €235,000.00 €291,250.00 €380,000.00
Longford €350,000.00 €237,560.00 €190,000.00 €380,000.00
Louth €100,000.00 €173,520.00 €0.00 €380,000.00
Mayo €150,000.00 €976,869.00 €455,000.00 €380,000.00
Meath €200,000.00 €127,600.00 €50,000.00 €380,000.00
Monaghan €290,000.00 €356,440.00 €273,014.00 €380,000.00
Offaly €414,870.00 €123,398.00 €172,959.00 €380,000.00
Roscommon €100,000.00 €406,497.40 €0.00 €380,000.00
Sligo €800,000.00 €598,400.00 €42,562.50 €380,000.00
Tipperary €699,221.00 €371,000.00 €85,208.00 €380,000.00
Waterford €100,000.00 €261,600.00 €0.00 €380,000.00
Westmeath €192,000.00 €214,280.00 €219,590.00 €380,000.00
Wexford €100,000.00 €0.00 €189,455.00 €380,000.00
Wicklow €150,556.00 €70,000.00 €0.00 €380,000.00
Total €6,142,842.00 €8,238,866.40 €4,130,153.79 €9,880,000.00

CLÁR Programme

31/01/2017WRBB02100419. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the reason the detailed list of projects approved for funding and paid for to 
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local authorities under the 2016 CLÁR programme has not yet been published; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [4230/17]

31/01/2017WRBB02200Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring): The 2016 CLÁR programme focused on three separate mea-
sures:  

-   Measure 1: Safety Measures for Schools and Community/Sports Facilities 

-   Measure 2: Playgrounds and Multi-Use Games Areas   

-   Measure 3: Local Access Roads. 

In October 2016, all Local Authorities with designated CLÁR areas were invited to make 
submissions under the measures outlined above.  Following an assessment of the applications 
received, on 1st December 2016 I announced funding of €8.24 million to 651 successful proj-
ects under the programme. 

Details of the individual projects approved under each measure of the 2016 CLÁR pro-
gramme, and the amount of funding approved, was published on my Department’s website on 
18th January 2017.  The full list of approved projects is available at www.ahrrga.gov.ie/rural/
rural-development.

Animal Welfare

31/01/2017WRBB02300420. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the steps she intends to take to control mink around Lough Corrib in view of 
the damage this animal is doing to the population of curlews that traditionally nested safely on 
islands in the lake; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4231/17]

31/01/2017WRBB02400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): My Department carried out some mink control around Lough Corrib in 2016 to 
protect ground nesting birds, such as the curlew, and intends to continue this work in the com-
ing years.

Last week I announced the setting up of a Task Force on curlew, bringing together relevant 
experts and decision makers to undertake further positive actions for the Curlew. The Task 
Force will provide expert advice to my Department, and will of course consider the impacts and 
control of predators on the curlew. 

31/01/2017WRCC00200Rural Development Plan

31/01/2017WRCC00300421. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs when she plans to introduce the renovation grants to restore properties in 
small towns and villages as was announced as part of the action plan for rural development; 
when details of the grants and application process will be made available to members of the 
public; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [4232/17]

31/01/2017WRCC00400427. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if the action plan for rural development involves a commitment to provide 
grant assistance to persons that wish to refurbish old residential and non-residential buildings in 
rural communities; if so, the details; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [4517/17]
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31/01/2017WRCC00500Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 421 and 427 together. 

The Action Plan for Rural Development contains a number of measures which have the ob-
jective of rejuvenating Ireland’s rural towns and villages to make them more attractive places 
in which to live and work and to increase their tourism potential. 

As part of Budget 2017, I have secured funding of €12 million for an enhanced Town and 
Village Renewal scheme this year. This represents a trebling of the original 2016 baseline al-
location of €4 million for the scheme.  The Town and Village Renewal Scheme for 2017 will be 
launched shortly and towns and villages to be included in the scheme will be selected through 
an application and assessment process.  The scheme will be funded by my Department and ad-
ministered by Local Authorities. 

As part of the scheme, I intend to launch a pilot project to encourage residential occupancy 
in rural towns and villages. This pilot will be launched in the second half of the year, when 
details of the scheme have been finalised in consultation with relevant Departments.  The pilot 
will examine ways in which properties that are currently not in use in town centres can be reno-
vated to allow them to be used for residential purposes. 

The Government’s Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, which comes under the re-
mit of the Minster for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government, also includes a 
number of schemes which support the repair or refurbishment of properties.   

31/01/2017WRCC00600Foras na Gaeilge

31/01/2017WRCC00700422. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Peadar Tóibín den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí Ré-
igiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta ós rud é gur eagraíocht trasteorann é Foras na Gaeilge, agus 
mar gheall gur thug an rialtas ó dheas €750,000 sa bhreis dóibh in 2017, an bhfuil sé ar intinn 
aici brú a chur ar na páirtithe leasmhara ó thuaidh maoiniú comhoiread a chur ar fáil. [4165/17]

31/01/2017WRCC00800Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Seán 
Kyne): Mar a mhínigh mé i mo phreasráiteas ar 15 Nollaig 2016, tá maoiniú breise d’ os cionn 
€750,000 curtha san áireamh sna Meastacháin Athbhreithnithe 2017 don bhForas Teanga.  Ar 
nós na bhForas T rasteorann ar fad, tháinig laghdú suntasach ar an maoiniú don bhForas Teanga 
le blianta beaga anuas. Sna cúinsí sin, caithfear a aithint go ndearna Foras na Gaeilge agus 
Gníomhaireacht na hUltaise araon iarracht thar barr chun a gcuid seirbhísí túslíne a chosaint.  
Cloisim ó na gníomhaireachtaí seo go rialta faoi na dúshláin reatha atá os a gcomhair agus, sa 
chomhthéacs sin, tá súil agam go mbeifear in ann cabhrú le o freastal níos fearr ar na cúraimí 
atá orthu ó thaobh cúrsaí teanga agus cultúir a chur chun cinn. 

Mar is eol don Teachta, is í an Chomhairle Aireachta Thuaidh Theas a cheadaíonn na buiséid 
do na Forais Trasteorann uile, An Foras Teanga san áireamh. Tá na buiséid do 2017 fós á bplé 
ag na Ranna Airgeadais san dá dhlínse agus ní féidir na pleananna gnó agus na buiséid do 2017 
a chur faoi bhráid na Comhairle Aireachta Thuaidh Theas go dtí go mbeidh comhaontú ar na 
buiséid ar fáil. 

Is féidir liom a dheimhniú gurb é €13.989m an soláthar táscach sna Meastacháin Athbh-
reithnithe 2017 ó dheas chun freastal ar an mbúiséad a bheidh ceadaithe ag an gComhairle 
Aireachta Thuaidh Theas don bhForas Teanga amach anseo, mar aon le maoiniú imfhálaithe 
do Chlár na Leabhar Gaeilge agus Cholmcille. Caithfear a threisiú nach bhfuil aon soiléiriú ar 
chúrsaí meastacháin ó thuaidh go fóill sa chomhthéacs nach dtosaíonn an bhliain airgeadais ó 
thuaidh go dtí mí Aibreáin. 
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31/01/2017WRCC00900Wildlife Protection

31/01/2017WRCC01000423. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if there are exemptions to hedge cutting laws for contractors to cut hedge 
rows throughout the year, to allow for maintenance works on behalf of Eir and ESB Networks. 
[4338/17]

31/01/2017WRCC01100Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Section 40 of the Wildlife Acts 1976 to 2012 prohibits the cutting, grubbing, 
burning or destruction of vegetation from 1 March to 31 August during the nesting and breed-
ing season for birds and wildlife. There is provision in section 40 (2) for some strict exemp-
tions from the prohibition during the closed period which include the clearance of vegetation 
in the course of road or other construction works or in the development or preparation of sites 
on which buildings or other structures are to be provided. In addition, the cutting, grubbing or 
destruction of vegetation during the closed season is allowed in the course of works carried 
out for reasons of public health or safety by a Government Minister or a body established or 
regulated by or under a statute.  Companies can apply to my Department for licences under the 
Wildlife Acts in cases of maintenance work to electricity or telephone lines which may involve 
disturbance or removal of bird nests. 

Following a review of Section 40, which involved, inter alia, consideration of submissions 
from interested parties, I announced proposals in December 2015 to introduce legislation to 
allow for managed hedge cutting and burning at certain times within the existing closed period 
on a pilot two year basis. The legislation required to allow for these pilot measures is included 
in the Heritage Bill 2016, which was published in January 2016. The Bill is currently at Com-
mittee Stage in Seanad Éireann. In the meantime, the existing provisions relating to Section 40 
of the Wildlife Acts remain in force. 

31/01/2017WRCC01200Rural Development Plan

31/01/2017WRCC01300424. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the manner in which the Action Plan for Rural Development will impact on 
County Meath; and the way in which it will affect and improve broadband in rural County 
Meath. [4345/17]

31/01/2017WRCC01400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Action Plan for Rural Development provides a framework of supports to 
improve the lives of people who live and work in rural Ireland. It is the first Plan of its kind to 
address both the economic and social needs of rural Ireland through a whole-of-Government 
approach.  The Plan contains over 270 actions, all of which aim to support rural communities 
throughout the country. These actions are spread over five thematic pillars aimed at: 

- Supporting Sustainable Communities, 

- Supporting Enterprise and Employment, 

- Maximising our Rural Tourism and Recreation Potential, 

- Fostering Culture and Creativity in rural communities, and 

- Improving Rural Infrastructure and Connectivity. 

Initiatives under the Plan will be rolled out by various Government Departments and State 
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agencies, and will benefit all rural communities, including those in Co. Meath. 

One of the objectives outlined in the Action Plan for Rural Development is to bring high 
speed broadband to every premises in Ireland through the rollout of the National Broadband 
Plan (NBP). Under the NBP, 1.4m premises in Ireland now have access to high speed broad-
band, with investment by telecoms companies continuing. The Department of Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment is in a procurement process to bring high speed broadband to 
those premises where services will not be provided by telecoms companies. In tandem with this, 
the Government is taking immediate steps to accelerate and facilitate the rollout of broadband 
and mobile phone services by implementing the recommendations of the report of the Taskforce 
on Mobile Phone and Broadband Access which was published last December. 

Full details of these actions are contained in the Action Plan for Rural Development, which 
is available on www.ruralireland.ie. 

31/01/2017WRCC01500Rural Development Plan

31/01/2017WRCC01600425. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs further to the recent launch of the action plan for rural development, her plans to 
include the town of Rathkeale, County Limerick by way of an enhanced town and village re-
newal scheme, in view of the need for the provision of moneys for the rejuvenation of the town 
centre; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [4360/17]

31/01/2017WRCC01700Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Action Plan for Rural Development contains a number of measures which 
have the objective of rejuvenating Ireland’s rural towns and villages to make them more at-
tractive places in which to live and work and to increase their tourism potential.    As part of 
Budget 2017, I have secured funding of €12 million for an enhanced Town and Village Renewal 
scheme this year. This represents a trebling of the original 2016 baseline allocation of €4 mil-
lion for the scheme. 

The Town and Village Renewal Scheme for 2017 will be launched shortly, and towns and 
villages to be included in the scheme, including in County Limerick, will be selected through 
an application and assessment process.  The scheme will be funded by my Department and ad-
ministered by the Local Authorities. 

Full details of the scheme and the application process will be made available when the 
scheme is launched. 

31/01/2017WRCC01850Chester Beatty Library

31/01/2017WRCC01900426. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs if she will consider opening up the membership list for the Chester Beatty 
Library which currently only has room for contributing members at a cost of €500, making this 
very exclusive and prohibitive; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4457/17]

31/01/2017WRCC02000Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The issue to which the Deputy refers is a matter for the Board of the Chester 
Beatty Library . I have no role in the matter . 

  Question No. 427 answered with Question No. 421.
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31/01/2017WRCC02100Heritage Promotion

31/01/2017WRCC02200428. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the extent to which she and her Department expect to be in a position 
to continue to utilise events of a cultural and heritage nature to promote the national image at 
home and abroad with particular reference to the need to generate increased interest in such 
matters among young persons; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [4588/17]

31/01/2017WRCC02300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heath-
er Humphreys): My Department will continue to support a broad range of programmes and 
initiatives across its remit to promote Ireland’s national image, including under the recently 
published Creative Ireland Programme and Action Plan for Rural Ireland . The Department’s 
Culture Ireland programme in particular will promote Irish culture on the world stage.  The Ire-
land 2016 Centenary Programme   last year facilitated a heightened sense of shared identity and 
pride of country. Building on this, my Department has focused in recent months on the Reimag-
ine phase of the Centenary Programme. This aims to create an enduring impact and long-term 
legacy of 2016, using the momentum and very positive public responses to the Remember and 
Reflect phases of the Programme.   

Following on from this the Government recently launched the Creative Ireland Programme 
– Clár Éire Ildánach   2017 – 2022. 

This is a cross-Government initiative to mainstream culture and creativity in the life of 
the nation and to promote individual, community and national wellbeing. This will focus on 
boosting cultural provision and participation in communities and harnessing the goodwill and 
engagement generated by the 2016 commemorative programme. 

The core proposition of this programme is that participation in cultural activity drives per-
sonal and collective creativity, with significant implications for individual and societal wellbe-
ing and achievement. The programme is based on five pillars:   

 - Enabling the creative potential of every child

 - Enabling creativity in every community   

 - Investing in our creative and cultural infrastructure   

 - Establishing Ireland as a centre of excellence in media production   

 - Unifying our global reputation.   

I am confident that this programme will be very beneficial in promoting the national image 
at home and abroad and in increasing interest in cultural and heritage matters amongst young 
persons.   

31/01/2017WRCC02400Rural Development Plan

31/01/2017WRCC02500429. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the extent to which her Department continues to provide funding for the 
arts at local and community level, directly or indirectly, particularly in view of the recent action 
plan for rural development; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [4589/17]

31/01/2017WRCC02600Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Action Plan for Rural Development is the first whole-of-government strat-
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egy aimed at people living and working in rural Ireland. It aims to unlock the potential of rural 
Ireland through a framework of supports at national and local level which will ensure that 
people who live in rural areas have increased opportunities for employment locally, and access 
to public services and social networks that support a high quality of life.  

The Action Plan is an overarching structure for the co-ordination and implementation of 
initiatives right across Government which will benefit rural Ireland. It takes a cohesive and 
coordinated approach across the whole of Government to the implementation of both economic 
and social policies that impact on rural communities. 

The Plan contains 276 actions which aim to improve both the economic and social fabric of 
rural Ireland spread across five pillars. 

Arts and Heritage are covered under the fourth pillar of the plan - Fostering Culture and 
Creativity in Rural Communities   

The key objectives of this Pillar are to:

- Increase access to the arts and enhance cultural facilities in rural communities.   

- Further develop and enhance culture and creativity in rural Ireland through the establish-
ment of culture teams and creativity hubs as part of the Creative Ireland Programme.   

- Promote the Irish language as a key resource in Gaeltacht and other rural communities.   

These objectives will be delivered as part of the work programme across my Department and 
its agencies, and in particular as part of the Creative Ireland Programme which was launched by 
the Taoiseach and I on 8 December last.   

31/01/2017WRCC02700Rural Development Policy

31/01/2017WRCC02800430. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the extent to which she and her Department have identified the primary 
issues of concern among community groups in rural or urban settings whose quality of life has 
been diminished for one reason or another, such as rural isolation and urban or rural anti-social 
behaviour; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [4590/17]

31/01/2017WRCC02900Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Realising our Rural Potential, the Government’s Action Plan for Rural Develop-
ment, was launched on Monday 23 January in Ballymahon, Co. Longford. The Plan contains 
over 270 actions to be implemented by a range of Government Departments, agencies and other 
bodies to progress the economic and social development of rural Ireland.  In preparing the Ac-
tion Plan, my Department conducted an extensive consultation process around the country to 
seek the views of people in rural Ireland on the issues of concern to them. The Plan includes a 
range of measure which will contribute significantly to the enhancement of local services and 
addressing social inclusion in rural areas.  Specific examples of actions which will help those 
who feel isolated or vulnerable in rural areas include:   

- The introduction of a new Community CCTV Grant Aid Scheme. 

- Significant investment in the Seniors Alert Scheme, which facilitates valuable community 
based support for vulnerable older people living alone. 

- Investment of €46 million in Garda fleet to ensure that Gardai are mobile, visible and re-
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sponsive to prevent and tackle crime. 

- Provision of support for local strategies across rural Ireland to address suicide and improve 
mental wellbeing.   

- Maintaining the network of senior helplines in operation throughout the country, which 
offer a listening service for older people to help address issues such as loneliness and isolation 
in rural areas.   

- Support for 450 Men’s Sheds across rural Ireland which provide a safe space where men 
can gather and participate in their communities, develop social networks and potentially gain 
new skills and access information.   

- Continued support and prioritisation of community crime prevention through schemes 
such as Neighbourhood Watch and Text Alert.   

The full Action Plan for Rural Development is available at www.ruralireland.ie.   

31/01/2017WRCC03000Arts Promotion

31/01/2017WRCC03100431. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the extent to which she and her Department continue to encourage inter-
nationally the use of Ireland as a film location with obvious beneficial economic implications; if 
difficulties have been encountered in this regard; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[4591/17]

31/01/2017WRCC03200433. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the extent to which the arts and heritage sectors continue to generate 
employment throughout the country; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4593/17]

31/01/2017WRCC03300441. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the extent to which she and her Department expect to be in a position to 
enhance the promotion and development of an awareness of the arts and culture with a view 
to maximising economic benefit in the future; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[4601/17]

31/01/2017WRCC03400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 431, 433 and 441 together.  

My Department will continue to promote economic development of Ireland across its full 
remit, including for example, under the recently published Action Plan for Rural Ireland and 
Creative Ireland Programme.   

In particular the Creative Ireland Programme is a five-year all-of-government initiative, 
from 2017 to 2022, which places creativity at the centre of public policy   and aims to improve 
access to cultural and creative activity in every county across the country.      

Under Pillar 2 of the Programme - Enabling Culture and Creativity in Every Community - 
each local authority will be asked to develop a Culture and Creativity Plan, reflecting the overall 
structure and aims of the national strategy for culture and creativity.  Each local authority will 
establish a Culture Team bringing together arts offices, libraries, heritage offices and archives, 
along with other relevant functions – thus maximising synergies and cooperation. 

The overarching, long-term objective of Pillar 4 - Ireland: A Centre of Excellence in Media 
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Production   - is to elevate the creative industries (including media, architecture, design, digital 
technology, fashion, food and crafts) drawing together, on an all-of-government basis, State 
agencies, industry partners and those engaged in fostering innovation in enterprise.   As an ini-
tial project, the key focus will be on Ireland’s potential to be a global leader in film production, 
TV drama, documentary, children’s storytelling, and animation for the screen.     

In this regard , my Department   has commissioned an economic analysis of our screen 
based creative industries , in partnership with the Departments of Communications, Climate 
Action and Environment and Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation . This study will examine the 
economic impact including employment and the potential of the Irish film, TV and animation 
sector.  The commissioning of the study is a commitment to in the Action Plan for Jobs 2016 
and its recommendations will inform the development of policy in this area under the Creative 
Ireland Programme.   

The Irish Film Board continues to support the Irish screen industries at major international 
markets and festivals, promotes inward investment, promotes the use of Ireland as a location 
for international production and provides support for companies filming in Ireland. The Board 
liaises with IDA Ireland and Tourism Ireland to maximise joint opportunities for promotion of 
Ireland as a location for film productions. 

31/01/2017WRCC03500Heritage Sites

31/01/2017WRCC03600432. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the extent to which her Department is currently engaged in restoration of 
major historical or cultural sites throughout the country at present; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [4592/17]

31/01/2017WRCC03700Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): My role, as Minister, with regard to the protection and management of our ar-
chitectural heritage, is set out in the provisions of relevant legislation, as are the role of local 
authorities and the responsibilities of owners as regards heritage assets.  Under the provisions 
of the National Monuments Acts 1930-2014, my Department has established and maintains 
the Record of Monuments and Places, which affords legal protection to over 120,000 recorded 
archaeological sites and monuments in the State. Anyone proposing works to a monument that 
is included in the Record of Monument and Places must give my Department two months prior 
notice before works can start.   

I also have a role, as Minister, in terms of being a prescribed body under the Planning and 
Development Regulations 2001-2015, whereby development proposals that may impact on our 
built heritage are referred by a planning authority to my Department so that recommendations 
can be made as appropriate to avoid or mitigate any such impacts.   

My Department has a number of measures at its disposal to facilitate the maintenance and 
restoration of major historical or cultural sites. As Minister, I am the owner or guardian under 
the National Monuments Acts of approximately 1,000 national monuments located at approxi-
mately 750 sites and in such cases there is a statutory duty to maintain the national monument. 
Such maintenance is undertaken by the Office of Public Works (OPW). Local authorities are 
responsible under the National Monuments Acts for maintaining the national monuments of 
which they are owners or guardians. 

My Department is also providing €350,000 of funding to the OPW in 2017 to assist in the 
conservation and presentation of historic buildings and national monuments in State owner-
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ship. OPW undertakes the care and maintenance of national monuments in my ownership or 
guardianship (of which there are approximately 750). My Department’s National Monuments 
Service works in close collaboration with the OPW on survey, excavation and research work to 
optimise the protection, management, interpretation and presentation of national monuments in 
State care. 

Part IV of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, provides for the protec-
tion of architectural heritage. The Act gives primary responsibility to planning authorities to 
identify and protect the architectural heritage by including relevant structures on the Record of 
Protected Structures. Inclusion on the Record of Protected Structures places a duty of care on 
the owners and occupiers of protected structures and also gives planning authorities powers to 
deal with development proposals affecting them and to seek to safeguard their future.   

I launched a new €2 million scheme - the Built Heritage Investment Scheme - for the repair 
and conservation of protected structures on 21 October 2015.  This scheme operated in 2016, 
via the local authorities, on the same model as the very successful Built Heritage Jobs Leverage 
Scheme, which ran in 2014. It will operate again this year and is expected to support in excess 
of 330 projects across the country in 2017 and to create employment in the conservation and 
construction industries, while helping to regenerate urban and rural areas.  

The Structures at Risk Fund enables conservation works to heritage structures, in both pri-
vate and public ownership, which are protected under the Planning and Development Acts and 
are deemed to be at significant risk of deterioration.  This fund, administered through the local 
authorities, supported 57 projects nationally in 2016. It seeks to encourage the regeneration and 
reuse of heritage properties and to help to secure the preservation of protected structures which 
might otherwise be lost.  The scheme will operate again in 2017. 

  Question No. 433 answered with Question No. 431.

31/01/2017WRCC03800Heritage Promotion

31/01/2017WRCC03900434. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the extent to which the sector continues to attract support from philan-
thropists; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4594/17]

31/01/2017WRCC04000Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Private support for the arts is an important funding source and the Government 
continues to support this through tax incentives and other initiatives.  The Programme for a 
Partnership Government contains a commitment to encourage strong, mutually beneficial links 
between the business community and the arts community to assist arts organisations to capital-
ise on sponsorship opportunities and to develop business partnerships and fundraising skills. In 
this regard, I recognise the important work carried out by Business to Arts for which my Depart-
ment provides a small amount of assistance.  

In addition, the Arts Council operates the RAISE programme, which seeks to enhance fund-
raising skills in arts organisations with a view to diversifying the sector’s sources of funding.  
It is designed to assist the sector in securing philanthropic contributions to the arts in Ireland. 

In terms of other capital investment requiring co-funding, I have announced a new €9 mil-
lion investment scheme for arts and cultural centres to run over the next three years, focussed 
on upgrading the existing stock of such centres around the country.  The funding, which is being 
made available as part of the Capital Investment Framework 2016-2021,will be dependent on 
matching funding being secured by project promoters and will therefore provide an opportunity 
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for philanthropists to involve themselves in the arts.  I will be announcing the details of grants 
under this scheme very shortly.   

The Deputy may also wish to know that, on December 8 last, the Taoiseach and I launched 
the Creative Ireland Programme/Clár Éire Ildánach as the Government’s Legacy Programme 
arising out of the Ireland 2016 Centenary Programme and as the main implementation vehicle 
for the priorities identified in Culture 2025. The Creative Ireland Programme   is a high-level, 
high-ambition, all-of-Government initiative to mainstream creativity in the life of the nation. 

My Department is now working to implement the Creative Ireland Programme with part-
ners across Government and other key stakeholders.  This includes delivery on an ambitious 
Year 1 Programme to deliver 10 initiatives by the end of 2017.  Details of the Programme can 
be found on www.creative.ireland.ie. 

It is hoped that this initiative will further stimulate private support for the arts.   

31/01/2017WRCC04100Heritage Promotion

31/01/2017WRCC04200435. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs her plan and vision for the utilisation of Ireland’s culture as an interna-
tional national brand with consequent economic benefits; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [4595/17]

31/01/2017WRCC04300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Culture Ireland, a division of my Department, was established in 2005 with a 
clear brand and focussed remit to promote Irish arts worldwide.  The grant funding scheme is 
designed to support the presentation and promotion of Irish arts internationally, to raise the 
global awareness of the Irish arts sector, generate new career opportunities and develop new 
audiences abroad for Irish artists.  Strategic priorities include providing support for the inter-
national presentation of Irish artists and arts organisations, developing new and diverse inter-
national audiences and markets for Irish arts, and linking culture into the Government’s inter-
national promotion strategy in tandem with other relevant Government Agencies.   A budget of 
€3.5 million has been allocated to support the travel and travel related costs of artists in 2017 
and this support will contribute to the strength of Ireland’s reputation for creative excellence 
and make a significant impact on the arts internationally.

In addition to Culture Ireland, the Creative Ireland Programme, which the Taoiseach and I 
launched in December, places a special emphasis on unifying our Global reputation.  Pillar 5 of 
the Programme - Unifying our Global Reputation- is about presenting a coherent representation 
of Ireland to the world as a creative people.  This will seek to capture the overarching narrative 
of Ireland’s unique creativity and cultural heritage.  The Government’s intentions in this regard 
were welcomed when I launched the Creative Ireland Programme on the international stage in 
New York on 13 January. 

31/01/2017WRCC04400Archaeological Sites

31/01/2017WRCC04500436. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the extent to which valuable archeological sites continue to be protected; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4596/17]

31/01/2017WRCC04600Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
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Humphreys): All known archaeological monuments, of which there are in excess of 130,000, 
are entitled to protection under the National Monuments Acts 1930-2004.  Protection may be 
extended to previously unrecorded monuments by entering them in the Register of Historic 
Monuments or the Record of Monuments and Places.  The Acts allow me to make a preserva-
tion order where I consider a national monument to be at risk.  As Minister, I am the owner or 
guardian under the National Monuments Acts of approximately 1,000 national monuments lo-
cated at approximately 750 sites.  Maintenance of such monuments is undertaken on my behalf 
by the Office of Public Works.  Local authorities are responsible under the Acts for maintaining 
the national monuments of which they are owners or guardians.  

My Department records all reports of damage to recorded monuments. Such reports usually 
emanate from members of the public, local authorities or heritage-based NGOs.  Prosecutions 
in respect of damage to recorded monuments are initiated by my Department where warranted 
and there have been a number of convictions for such offences in recent years. 

31/01/2017WRCC04700Heritage Sites

31/01/2017WRCC04800437. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the extent to which any particular historical sites or buildings in County 
Kildare are deemed to be at risk; the action taken or pending to address any such issues; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [4597/17]

31/01/2017WRCC04900Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): My Department has a number of measures at its disposal to facilitate the resto-
ration of major historical or cultural sites.  Under the National Monuments Acts, the Minister 
for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs is the owner or guardian of approxi-
mately 1,000 national monuments located at approximately 750 sites and in such cases there 
is a statutory duty to maintain the national monument.  Such maintenance is undertaken by the 
Office of Public Works.  Local authorities are responsible under the National Monuments Acts 
for maintaining the national monuments of which they are owners or guardians. A wide range 
of other monuments (in the order of 130,000) are currently subject to protection under other 
provisions of the National Monuments Acts but my Department and the Office of Public Works 
do not have a direct role in their maintenance except where, as already noted, a monument is a 
national monument of which the Minister is owner or guardian. 

My role, as Minister, with regard to the protection and management of our architectural 
heritage, is set out in the provisions of relevant legislation, as is the role of local authorities and 
the responsibilities of owners as regards heritage assets. 

Part IV of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, provides for the protection 
of architectural heritage.  The Act gives primary responsibility to planning authorities to iden-
tify and protect the architectural heritage by including relevant structures on the Record of Pro-
tected Structures. Inclusion on the Record of Protected Structures places a duty of care on the 
owners and occupiers of protected structures and also gives planning authorities powers to deal 
with development proposals affecting them and to seek to safeguard their future.  As Minister, I 
draw on information provided by the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage, maintained 
by my Department, to recommend structures for inclusion on the Record of Protected Struc-
tures.  However, the final decision is a reserved function of the planning authority.  I understand 
that Kildare County Council employs both an architectural conservation officer and a heritage 
officer.  There is also a monuments advisory committee in the county. 

In addition to the statutory role of Local Authorities, Financial support is provided by my 
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Department through a number of structured schemes for the conservation and protection of 
heritage buildings, such as the Structures at Risk Fund, which funded two projects in the county 
mentioned during 2016, and the Built Heritage Investment Scheme which provided funding 
for eleven projects in that county during 2016.  I was pleased to announce this week that both 
schemes will run again in 2017 - details are available on the local authority website.   

Well maintained historic buildings contribute positively to the vitality of our cities, towns, 
villages and countryside. Local communities have a great sense of pride in their built heritage, 
which in turns can help to provide an important source of local employment by boosting tour-
ism. 

If the Deputy requires more detail on specific programmes or plans, I will be happy to pro-
vide this information.

31/01/2017WRDD00100Turf Cutting

31/01/2017WRDD00200438. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the extent to which all outstanding issues with turf cutting on the various 
bogs throughout the country affected by SACs and NHAs are being resolved; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [4598/17]

31/01/2017WRDD00300439. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the extent to which all outstanding issues with turf cutting on the various 
bogs throughout County Kildare affected by SACs and NHAs are being resolved; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [4599/17]

31/01/2017WRDD00400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 438 and 439 together. 

Ireland, like all EU Member States, is bound by the requirements of the EU Habitats Direc-
tive and the Birds Directive.  These Directives aim to ensure the protection of habitats and spe-
cies which have been selected for conservation within special areas of conservation and special 
protection areas. 

Significant efforts have been made by the State to resolve the issue of the protection of 
Ireland’s raised bog special areas of conservation within the framework of the Habitats Direc-
tive. This has included intense and on-going engagement with turf cutting interests, the farming 
community, non-governmental organisations and with the European Commission, as well as the 
establishment of a long-term compensation scheme for affected turf cutters. 

The National Raised Bog SAC Management Plan will set out how the raised bog special 
areas of conservation are to be managed into the future and how the needs of turf cutters are to 
be addressed including exploring the options in terms of certain provisions of article 6 of the 
Habitats Directive.  It is intended that the Plan will be published in the coming period, subject 
to Government approval.

177 applications under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme for raised bog 
special areas of conservation have been acknowledged by my Department in respect of Mouds 
Bog and 60 applications in respect of Ballynafagh Bog in County Kildare.  A total of 504 annual 
payments, 220 turf deliveries and 41 once-off incentive payments have been made in respect of 
the applications received from Mouds Bog and 125 annual payments, 22 turf deliveries and 15 
once-off incentive payments have been made in respect of the applications received from Bal-
lynafagh Bog.  79 applicants from Mouds Bog and 23 applicants from Ballynafagh Bog have 
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expressed an interest in relocation to a non-designated bog.

Discussions are on-going with qualifying applicants from Ballynafagh Bog with a view to 
relocation to a non-designated bog in close proximity.

Due to the issues involved in terms of a relocation site for turf cutters from Mouds Bog, my 
Department, in consultation with turf cutter interests, is considering whether the provisions of 
article 6.3 of the Habitats Directive could be utilised to allow cutting within areas of the special 
area of conservation. Under article 6.3 of the Directive consent could only be given to cut turf 
on a raised bog special area of conservation where it can be shown by rigorous scientific inves-
tigations that such cutting will not have an adverse effect on the integrity of the site. 

The Review of Raised Bog Natural Heritage Area Network,  published in January 2014, 
concluded that Ireland could more effectively achieve conservation of threatened raised bog 
habitat through focused protection and restoration of a reconfigured network. Arising from this 
review, the Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 2016 has been presented to Dáil Éireann and is currently 
proceeding through the necessary stages in the Houses of the Oireachtas.  Its purpose is to pro-
vide for the implementation of a reconfiguration of the natural heritage area network arising 
from the 2014 Review.

Carbury Bog natural heritage area in County Kildare is one of the natural heritage areas 
which is to remain designated as a natural heritage area arising from the review.  Hodgestown 
Bog natural heritage area in County Kildare is one of those scheduled for de-designation.

Final resolution of all issues in relation to the protection of Ireland’s protected raised bogs 
will only be brought about by everyone working together, within the law, with my Department 
and with the Peatlands Council, which was established for the purpose of ensuring the input 
from all stakeholders.

31/01/2017WRDD00500Waterways Issues

31/01/2017WRDD00600440. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the extent to which any outstanding contentious issues between Water-
ways Ireland and canal residents or canal recreational users on the Grand Canal have been 
resolved amicably; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4600/17]

31/01/2017WRDD00700Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Waterways Ireland continues to work closely with boat owners using the canals, 
and adjacent land owners and representative groups.  As part of this engagement, meetings are 
held with key stakeholder interest groups, the Royal Canal Amenity Group, Inland Waterways 
Association of Ireland (IWAI) and the Heritage Boat Association (HBA).  In addition, Water-
ways Ireland works alongside the Friends of the Grand Canal and the Royal Canal Clean-Up 
Group in Dublin who like many of the communities who live close to and use the waterways 
support the efforts of Waterways Ireland in the maintenance and operation of the canals.

Waterways Ireland staff meet canal users on a daily basis and provide a wide range of ser-
vice as well as managing boat use on the canals in accordance with the 1988 Canal bye-laws 
and regularly inspect canal boats for compliance. In this regard,  Waterways Ireland actively 
pursues boat owners who are in breach of the Canal Bye-laws. 

In areas where boat owners have refused to move from berths, consultation with the Heri-
tage Boat Association and the Inland Waterways Association of Ireland has been undertaken, 
and proposals for use of these berths are being taken forward to protect these public recreational 
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amenities and ensure moorings are available for boats touring on the canal system.        Question 
No. 441 answered with Question No. 431.

31/01/2017WRDD00800Buiséad Údarás na Gaeltachta

31/01/2017WRDD00900442. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí Ré-
igiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta cén uair a chuirfear in iúl do na comharchumainn agus do na 
heagraíochtaí pobalbhunaithe eile cén t-ardú a thiocfaidh ar a ndeontais bhliantúla i bhfianaise 
an mhéadaithe a tháinig ar an soláthar airgid ón Roinn chuige seo sna meastacháin i mbliana; 
agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [4605/17]

31/01/2017WRDD01000Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Seán 
Kyne): Glactar leis go bhfuil an Teachta ag tagairt don soláthar airgid atá curtha ar fáil d’Údarás 
na Gaeltac hta i mbliana faoi fhómhír C7 de  Vóta mo Roinne.  Mar a thug mé le fios i bhfreagra 
ar Cheist Dála Uimhir 277 den 6 Nollaig 2016, is eag raíocht neamhspleách reachtúil í Údarás 
na Gaeltachta.  Dá bhrí sin, is faoin eagraíocht f h éin atá sé breithniú a dhéanamh ar chonas an 
c histíocht a chuirtear ar fáil di go bliantúil a chur chun fónaimh i gcomhth éacs na gcúramaí atá 
sainithe di, lena n-áirítear na cúramaí a bhaineann leis an bh forbairt pobail.  Tuigim ón Údarás 
nach bhfuil cinneadh déanta ag an mBord go fóill maidir le leithdháileadh a dhéanamh ar an 
soláthar méadaithe   atá curtha ar fáil i mbliana faoin bhfómhír caiteachais a luaitear thuas.

31/01/2017WRDD01100Inland Fisheries Data

31/01/2017WRDD01200443. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the studies carried out by her Department on the potential damage pike can 
indirectly cause to the pearl mussel population particularly in the Owenriff river, near Ough-
terard, County Galway; the steps she has taken to consult with IFI and the Department of Com-
munications, Climate Action and Environment on this matter; if a policy of culling this species 
in Lough Corrib is proposed and an elimination of it from the Owenriff river near Oughterard; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4607/17]

31/01/2017WRDD01300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Pike are not normally associated with the fast-flowing stream conditions that are 
typical of the Owenriff River and are not usually a factor in pearl mussel conservation.  Regret-
tably the pike was recently released in some lakes upstream of Lough Corrib on the Owenriff 
system.  I understand that Inland Fisheries Ireland are working to control or ideally eradicate 
these introduced fish.   

Pearl mussels depend for some months of their lives on juvenile trout or salmon.  The larval 
mussels attach themselves in a parasitic manner to the gills of the small fish and then drop off 
to begin life on the river bed.  There is a possibility therefore that pike could have an impact on 
the number of juvenile fish available to the mussels. 

It is believed however that the juvenile fish that host the mussels are likely to have spawned 
close to the mussel beds, and it may be the case that such stream-living fish are not impacted by 
pike elsewhere in the river system.   

My Department intends in 2017 to carry out a fish host survey, including the Owenriff, to 
sample juvenile salmon and trout for mussel larvae and will review available fish data to assess 
trends in host fish populations.  



31 January 2017

315

31/01/2017WRDD01400Plean Infheistíochta

31/01/2017WRDD01500444. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí Ré-
igiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta an bhfuil sé ar intinn aici airgead a chur ar fáil chun an 
plean infheistíochta, a comhaontaíodh idir 80 grúpa Gaeilge, a chur i bhfeidhm go hiomlán, 
rud a chruthódh breis is míle post agus go leor deiseanna úsáidte Gaeilge; agus an ndéanfaidh 
sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [4608/17]

31/01/2017WRDD01600Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Seán 
Kyne): Is mian liom a chur in iúl don Teachta go bhfuil an Plean Infheistíochta sa Ghaeilge 
agus sa Ghaeltacht ó 2016 ar Aghaidhá scrúdú go gníomhach ag oifigigh mo Roinne faoi láthair.  
Tá an plean pléite le Conradh na Gaeilge le mí anuas, ar mhaithe le scrúdú a dhéanamh ar bealaí 
chun na moltaí atá san áireamh ann a thabhairt chun cinn. 

31/01/2017WRDD01700Mental Health Policy

31/01/2017WRDD01800445. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the measures he is taking to 
introduce greater awareness and prevention of mental health problems for children and young 
persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3761/17]

31/01/2017WRDD01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As Minister 
for Mental Health and Older People I am committed to ensuring that there is greater awareness 
and prevention of mental health problems for children and young people.

‘A Vision for Change’ advocated a holistic view of mental illness and an integrated multi-
disciplinary approach to addressing the various factors that contribute to mental health prob-
lems, moving from traditional psychiatric based care to a patient-centred, flexible and commu-
nity based service that promotes recovery and prevention. Significant progress has been made 
in this area through the expansion of community mental health teams from 49 in 2008 to 67 
currently. In addition, specialist secondary care mental health counselling and psychotherapy 
is provided within HSE Community Mental Health Teams, and Child and Adolescent Mental 
Health Teams.  Counselling is also provided by a range of voluntary organisations across the 
health service, including those supported by the HSE National Office for Suicide Prevention. 

Budget 2017 provided additional funding for mental health, to  promote positive mental 
health and the development of  Early Intervention and counselling responses. It made allowance 
for an additional €35 million for services to be initiated in 2017. Key priorities to be addressed 
in the HSE 2017 Service Plan include youth mental health, further improvement to child & ado-
lescent (CAMHS) and adult services, older people’s services and further enhanced out of hours 
response for those in need of urgent services. Recognising the time lag in new staff taking up 
posts and the completion of preparations for the introduction of these services, it is estimated 
that the revenue spend in 2017 associated with this increased allocation will be some €15 mil-
lion. There will also be a further additional spend of €9.5 million in mental health associated 
with increased pay rates. This additional €24.7 million for 2017 will see the HSE Mental Health 
Budget increase to €851 million. With other minor adjustments, the National Service Plan Bud-
get for Mental Health for 2017 totals €853.1m.

HSE funding for Jigsaw counselling services for young people was expanded in 2016 to 
establish five new centres in three cities. The Executive continues to  commit to the develop-
ment of publicity  campaigns such as www.yourmentalhealth.ieand #littlethings. In 2013, the 
Department of Education and Skills, the HSE, and the Department of Health jointly developed 
Well-Being in Post Primary Schools Guidelines for Mental Health Promotion and Suicide Pre-
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vention. This was followed in 2015 by the publication of Guidelines setting out a framework for 
mental health promotion in primary schools.  The HSE will continue to assist in the develop-
ment of this initiative during 2017.

The Programme for Partnership Government committed that “A National Taskforce on 
Youth Mental Health will be established to consider how best to introduce and teach resilience, 
coping mechanisms, greater awareness to children and young people, and how to access sup-
port services voluntarily at a young age.”  The Taskforce was established within the first 100 
days of Government and is being chaired by me.

The aim of the Taskforce is to provide national leadership on youth mental health and well-
being in order to enhance how the public, private and voluntary and community sectors work 
together to improve:

- Emotional literacy in the population;

- Awareness of services and supports;

- Accessibility to services and supports at different times and in different areas;

- Alignment of services and supports across different providers (public organisations, pri-
vate organisations, community organisations, voluntary organisations, etc.).

The Taskforce is a small, diverse group of 18 leading national figures that represent a num-
ber of different sectors.It is an action-focused group, has met monthly since September 2016 
and will work for 12-18 months. It has visited frontline services, and met with service users, 
parents and staff. As part of my commitment to ensuring that the voices of children and young 
people are at the core of the work of the Taskforce, a series of consultations with young people 
has commenced.

31/01/2017WRDD02000Medical Card Eligibility

31/01/2017WRDD02100446. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that in calculation of income for the family income supplement, superan-
nuation and the pension levy are deducted for the purpose of calculating assessable income, 
whereas they are not for the medical card, whereby only tax, PRSI and the USC are deducted; 
if his attention has been further drawn to the fact that superannuation, pension levy and 1.5% 
spousal and child pension are mandatory deductions in his Department, thereby making it more 
difficult for those working in the sector to access such medical benefits; the rationale for this; 
his plans to change the calculation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [3911/17]

31/01/2017WRDD02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

31/01/2017WRDD02300Hospital Services
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31/01/2017WRDD02400447. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the current waiting time 
in County Kerry for results of a post mortem; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3953/17]

31/01/2017WRDD02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to this particular query, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

31/01/2017WREE00200Health Services Staff

31/01/2017WREE00300448. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will address concerns 
regarding the allocation of staff at a day care centre (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4474/17]

31/01/2017WREE00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Commencement of Legislation

31/01/2017WREE00600449. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for the com-
mencement of Part 8 of an Act (details supplied) and when a director will be appointed. [3940/17]

31/01/2017WREE00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Assisted 
Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015, which provides a modern statutory framework to sup-
port decision-making by adults with capacity difficulties, is the responsibility of the Department 
of Justice and Equality and commencement of that Act is largely a matter for that Department.

The commencement of Part 8 of the Act, which provides a legislative framework for ad-
vance healthcare directives (AHD), is a matter for my Department.  An AHD is a statement 
made by a person with capacity setting out his or her will and preferences regarding treatment 
decisions that may arise in the future when he or she no longer has capacity. 

Under section 91 of the Act, the Minister for Health is responsible for the establishment of 
a multidisciplinary working group to assist in the development and preparation of the Code of 
Practice for the AHD provisions.  The role of the working group will be to prepare a detailed 
series of recommendations for the Director of the Decision Support Service, in relation to the 
interpretation and operation of the AHD provisions contained in the Act.  The Director will 
prepare and publish a Code of Practice based on those recommendations.

Section 91(2) of the Act was commenced on 17 October 2016 and the multidisciplinary 
working group was subsequently established.  Upon the completion of its work, the working 
group will submit its recommendations to the Director of the Decision Support Service.  The 
Director shall publish a Code of Practice, with the consent of the Minister for Health.  The 
preparation of this Code of Practice will facilitate the subsequent commencement of Part 8 of 
the Act, pertaining to AHDs, in its entirety. Part 8 of the Act will be commenced at this point.

In relation to the post of Director of the Decision Support Service, I can confirm that ap-
proval has been received from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform for the re-
cruitment and appointment of a Director, and discussions are ongoing.  When these discussions 
are completed it is expected that the Commission will move quickly to publicly advertise the 
post.
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31/01/2017WREE00800Primary Care Centres Provision

31/01/2017WREE00900450. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health his plans to develop 
a primary health care centre in Togher, Cork; when he plans to develop it; if a site has been 
identified; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3745/17]

31/01/2017WREE01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

31/01/2017WREE01100Respite Care Services Provision

31/01/2017WREE01200451. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (de-
tails supplied) regarding respite care in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3748/17]

31/01/2017WREE01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive ( HSE )for direct reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2017WREE01400Hospital Appointments Status

31/01/2017WREE01500452. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3763/17]

31/01/2017WREE01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

31/01/2017WREE01700Departmental Reviews
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31/01/2017WREE01800453. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health if the Health Research Board re-
view has completed its work regarding the need to regulate the home care services sector, that 
is, the way in which home care services are funded and regulated in comparable jurisdictions 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3778/17]

31/01/2017WREE01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Health 
Research Board was commissioned by the Department of Health in 2016 to carry out  an evi-
dence review describing approaches to the regulation and financing of home care in comparable 
jurisdictions and assessing them in terms of their effectiveness.  It will be used to inform the 
development of policy proposals for the regulation and financing of home care.

The review will be published shortly.  A public consultation process will then be launched 
in the coming months to allow those who have views on the issue to have their say, including 
older people themselves, their families and healthcare workers.  

31/01/2017WREE02000Services for People with Disabilities

31/01/2017WREE02100454. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for assess-
ments with the early intervention team in counties Sligo and Leitrim; and if all children were 
assessed within the target timeframe of three months during 2016. [3780/17]

31/01/2017WREE02200455. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health if a full early intervention team 
is currently available in counties Sligo and Leitrim; and the waiting times for each of those team 
members. [3781/17]

31/01/2017WREE02300456. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the actions or measures that have 
been carried out to reduce waiting times in counties Sligo and Leitrim while vacancies exist in 
the early intervention team. [3782/17]

31/01/2017WREE02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 454 to 456, inclusive, together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2017WREE02500Services for People with Disabilities

31/01/2017WREE02600457. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that extra re-
sources are provided to recruit an additional autism therapist in the Sligo and Leitrim area in 
view of the fact that there are currently more than 35 families with children who have been 
diagnosed with autism on a waiting list for this vital specialist service. [3783/17]

31/01/2017WREE02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath) (Deputy Fin-
ian McGrath): The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people 
with disabilities which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater indepen-
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dence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports re-
quired to meet their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme 
for Partnership Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and 
improving the quality of life for people with disabilities.  

The particular issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the HSE.  Accordingly I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2017WREE02800Hospital Waiting Lists

31/01/2017WREE02900458. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation in 
respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3790/17]

31/01/2017WREE03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

31/01/2017WREE03100Mental Health Awareness

31/01/2017WREE03200459. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide men-
tal health classes to secondary school children; the implementation plan for this proposal; the 
development of the curriculum; if there is a consultation process envisaged for this curriculum; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3797/17]

31/01/2017WREE03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): Education is 
key to improving the mental health, resilience and emotional well-being of our young people. 
Last year saw the launch of the first Action Plan for Education by the Department of Educa-
tion.  This included a section on Mental Health and Wellbeing.  The aims in this section were 
set to roll out a national programme to support the implementation of Wellbeing Guidelines to 
all primary and post-primary schools; to implement Wellbeing at Junior Cycle; and to publish 
the 2015 Lifeskills survey, providing information on how schools cater for the well-being of 
their students.  This plan outlines hundreds of actions and sub-actions to be implemented across 
2016-2019, with timelines and lead responsibility assigned.  I will be working closely with my 
colleague the Minister for Education on this issue to ensure these actions are implemented.  
With this in mind, for further details on school-based mental health and well-being, the Depart-
ment of Education would be better placed to answer such queries.

The Department of Health and the Department of Education have a strong history of work-
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ing together to support youth mental health.  In 2013, the Department of Education and Skills, 
the HSE, and the Department of Health jointly developed Well-Being in Post Primary Schools 
Guidelines for Mental Health Promotion and Suicide Prevention.  This was followed in 2015 by 
the publication of Guidelines setting out a framework for mental health promotion in primary 
schools.  

In 2015, the Government launched Connecting for Life, Ireland’s National Strategy to Re-
duce Suicide with the aim of reducing suicide and self-harm over 2015-2020.  The Strategy sets 
out a vision where fewer lives are lost through suicide, and where communities and individuals 
are empowered to improve their mental health and well-being.  It will provide community-
based organisations with guidelines, protocols and training on effective suicide prevention. 

One of the main goals in Connecting for Life is to target approaches to reduce suicidal be-
haviour and improve mental health among priority groups, including young people.  Several 
key actions have been identified to further this goal in the Education sector, including: 

- Support the implementation of the relevant guidelines for mental health promotion and 
suicide prevention across primary and post-primary schools;

- Guide and encourage the implementation of the relevant policies and plans in schools, 
including support for Student Support Teams and for critical incident management; 

- Work with the HSE to develop national guidance for higher education institutions in rela-
tion to suicide risk and critical incident response; 

- Implement the National Anti-bullying Action Plan including online and homophobic bul-
lying;

- Support all junior and senior schools to implement a new Wellbeing programme; and 

- Deliver early intervention and psychological support service for young people at primary 
care level. 

These actions are part of the overall policy objectives of the Department of Education and 
Skills.  They are supported by my Department and the HSE through the inter-agency implemen-
tation arrangements provided for in Connecting for Life and overseen by the Cabinet Commit-
tee on Social Policy and Public Service Reform.

31/01/2017WREE03400Medical Card Administration

31/01/2017WREE03500460. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the grant-
ing of full medical cards to children in receipt of the domiciliary care allowance as announced 
in budget 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3799/17]

31/01/2017WREE03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department recently received permis-
sion from Government to draft the new Bill.  This new legislation will effectively mean that all 
children in respect of whom a DCA payment is made will automatically qualify for a medical 
card and, therefore, no longer be subject to the medical card means test at any point in the future 
while in receipt of DCA.  The legislation is currently being prepared and will be brought before 
the Oireachtas as quickly as possible.  In addition to the preparation of the legislation, the HSE 
has commenced the process of planning for the requirements of the scheme and how the cards 
will issue so that the proposal can be implemented in a smooth and efficient manner. 
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31/01/2017WREE03700Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

31/01/2017WREE03800461. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Health if there are plans to have the 
freestyle libre device, a life-changing device for diabetics, made available through the long-
term illness scheme. [3800/17]

31/01/2017WREE03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRFF00200Care of the Elderly

31/01/2017WRFF00300462. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health his plans to extend the fair deal 
nursing home scheme to include home care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3814/17]

31/01/2017WRFF00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As Minister 
for Mental Health and Older People my priority is to ensue that our older people get the best 
care possible.

Government policy is to promote care in the community for older people so that they can 
continue to live in their own homes for as long as possible and long-term nursing care should 
be a last resort after home support and other community based supports have been exhausted.  
However, the main statutory scheme for older people at present is the Nursing Homes Support 
Scheme, which provides for a system of financial support for those assessed as needing long-
term nursing home care.

The development of a new home care scheme is a priority for me, as Minister.  The Depart-
ment has commenced an examination of options to bring greater national consistency to the 
regulation and financing of home care.  This work began in 2016 with a review by the Health 
Research Board of how home care is regulated and funded in comparable jurisdictions, com-
missioned by the Department.  The review will be finalised  and published shortly and will be 
used to inform the development of policy proposals for the regulation and funding of these 
services. 

The development of a regulatory and funding model for home care services is a complex 
undertaking involving very significant legislative, operational and financial resources.  It is 
considered that the best option for the future may be a statutory scheme specifically designed 
for home care.  The Department’s intention is that regulation of the home care sector will be 
done in parallel. 

In addition, a public consultation process will be launched in the coming months to allow 
stakeholders, including older people, their families and healthcare workers to express their 
views regarding a new homecare scheme.  

The development of a  home care scheme is a priority for me, as Minister, and I can assure 
the Deputy it will be progressed as a matter of urgency.

31/01/2017WRFF00500Services for People with Disabilities
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31/01/2017WRFF00600463. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health if, further to an assessment and 
diagnosis by the HSE, he will provide the number of children currently awaiting the services of 
an occupational therapist, by area, in tabular form; the number of these children who are wait-
ing for more than six months, more than one year and more than two years; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [3815/17]

31/01/2017WRFF00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRFF00800Dental Services 

31/01/2017WRFF00900464. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health if the four dental vacancies in 
a clinic (details supplied) have been filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3820/17]

31/01/2017WRFF01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRFF01100Hospital Admissions

31/01/2017WRFF01200465. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of paediatric social 
admissions being admitted to hospital for non-medical reasons, for example, while awaiting 
a place at a unit appropriate to the child’s needs, to each of the Dublin hospitals in each of the 
years from 2007 to 2016 and to date in 2017; the total cost per annum of social admissions to 
each of the Dublin hospitals in this date range; the length of time each child was admitted as a 
social admission; the average cost per day of a paediatric social admission in 2016; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3822/17]

31/01/2017WRFF01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the queries raised by the Dep-
uty, as these are services issues, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

Medicinal Products Availability

31/01/2017WRFF01500466. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide for persons who 
suffer from macular degeneration and who would previously have used the product, MacuSh-
ield, under the discretionary hardship arrangement for those that are eligible for medical card 
facilities in view of the withdrawal of the product from the scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3830/17]

31/01/2017WRFF01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
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direct reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRFF01700Maternity Services

31/01/2017WRFF01800467. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if he will provide statistics in 
relation to maternity units (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3832/17]

31/01/2017WRFF01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): There are a number of data sources available 
in relation to maternity care which the Deputy may find useful.  These include:

1. The Irish Maternity Indicator System (IMIS)  http://www.hse.ie/eng/services/publica-
tions/hospitals/IMISnationalreport14.pdf; 

2. The National Perinatal Epidemiology Centre (NPEC) https://www.ucc.ie/en/npec/publi-
cations/; and  

3. The Maternity Patient Safety Statement (MPSS) http://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/3/
maternity/MPSS/MPSS.html.

In relation to the particular query raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

31/01/2017WRFF02000Hospital Waiting Lists

31/01/2017WRFF02100468. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health when a hip operation will be 
provided to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3833/17]

31/01/2017WRFF02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

31/01/2017WRFF02300Hospital Waiting Lists

31/01/2017WRFF02400469. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3834/17]

31/01/2017WRFF02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
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half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

31/01/2017WRFF02600Health Services

31/01/2017WRFF02700470. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if he will review the case of a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3838/17]

31/01/2017WRFF02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

31/01/2017WRFF02900Hospital Staff Recruitment

31/01/2017WRFF03000471. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if funding will be provided 
for the provision of a child adolescent psychiatrist in St. Luke’s hospital for emergency admis-
sions at night in view of the increase in demand for such services [3842/17]

31/01/2017WRFF03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

31/01/2017WRFF03200Hospital Staff Recruitment

31/01/2017WRFF03300472. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the current staffing vacancies 
which have yet to be filled at the oncology department at Letterkenny University Hospital, 
in tabular form, including all vacancies at the hospital for which post holders are ordinarily 
responsible or involved in the administering of chemotherapy treatments to patients; the date 
on which each such post became vacant; the temporary cover in place for the duration of the 
vacancy, in each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3852/17]

31/01/2017WRFF03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

31/01/2017WRFF03500Hospital Staff Data

31/01/2017WRFF03600473. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the periods of leave and or time 
off work taken by staff at the oncology department at Letterkenny University Hospital during 
2016 and in 2017 to date, in tabular form, including all such leave periods taken by post holders 
who are ordinarily responsible for or involved in the administering of chemotherapy treatments 
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to patients; the dates on which each period of leave occurred; the duration of each in addition to 
in instances in which the period of leave has yet to conclude; the anticipated return date of the 
post holder; the temporary cover in place for the duration of the period of leave in each case; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3853/17]

31/01/2017WRFF03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

Home Help Service Eligibility

31/01/2017WRGG00200474. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of further home 
help hours for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3854/17]

31/01/2017WRGG00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Services for People with Disabilities

31/01/2017WRGG00400475. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to a situation in which a person (details supplied) with complex special needs will be 
unable to access their placement in a centre for persons with disabilities due to the fact there is 
no transport available to them from their home; his views on whether it is acceptable that such a 
service is not available due to significant cutbacks to the centre; his plans to reinstate the fund-
ing to centres such as these to ensure that all service users will be able to avail of transport to 
and from the facility; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3862/17]

31/01/2017WRGG00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles:  equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

Service providers are continuously reviewing their transport arrangements to ensure that 
they are used as effectively and equitably as possible within available resources.  As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  

Hospital Waiting Lists

31/01/2017WRGG00600476. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3868/17]

31/01/2017WRGG00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

Hospitals Data

31/01/2017WRGG00800477. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of per-
sons outsourced at Mercy University Hospital for each of the years 2013 to 2016 and to date in 
2017, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3874/17]

31/01/2017WRGG00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Hospitals Data

31/01/2017WRGG01000478. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of per-
sons outsourced at Cork University Hospital for each of the years 2013 to 2016 and to date in 
2017, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3875/17]

31/01/2017WRGG01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Accident and Emergency Departments Data

31/01/2017WRGG01200479. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of emer-
gency department attendances at Mercy University Hospital for each of the years 2013 to 2016 
and to date in 2017, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3876/17]

31/01/2017WRGG01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Accident and Emergency Departments Data

31/01/2017WRGG01400480. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of emer-
gency department attendances at Cork University Hospital for each of the years 2013 to 2016 
and to date in 2017, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3877/17]

31/01/2017WRGG01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Hospital Waiting Lists
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31/01/2017WRGG01600481. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the outpatient waiting 
times at Mercy University Hospital for each of the years 2011 to 2016 and to date in 2017, by 
specialty and in the wait time bands of up to three months, six months, 12 months, 15 months, 
18 months, two years and more than two years, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [3878/17]

31/01/2017WRGG01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Hospital Waiting Lists

31/01/2017WRGG01800482. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the outpatient wait-
ing times at Cork University Hospital for each of the years 2011 to 2016 and to date in 2017 by 
specialty and in the wait time bands of up to three months, six months, 12 months, 15 months, 
18 months, two years and more than two years, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [3879/17]

31/01/2017WRGG01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Hospitals Data

31/01/2017WRGG02000483. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of per-
sons on trolleys at Mercy University Hospital for each of the months of 2015, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3880/17]

31/01/2017WRGG02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Hospitals Data

31/01/2017WRGG02200484. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of per-
sons on trolleys at Cork University Hospital for each of the months of 2015, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3881/17]

31/01/2017WRGG02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Hospitals Data

31/01/2017WRGG02400485. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of per-
sons on trolleys at Mercy University Hospital for each of the months of 2016, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3882/17]

31/01/2017WRGG02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Hospitals Data
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31/01/2017WRGG02600486. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of per-
sons on trolleys at Cork University Hospital for each of the months of 2016, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3883/17]

31/01/2017WRGG02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Hospitals Funding

31/01/2017WRHH00200487. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the operating budget 
for Mercy University Hospital for each of the years 2009 to 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3884/17]

31/01/2017WRHH00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Hospitals Funding

31/01/2017WRHH00400488. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the operating budget 
for Cork University Hospital for each of the years 2009 to 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3885/17]

31/01/2017WRHH00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Hospitals Capital Programme

31/01/2017WRHH00600489. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the capital budget or 
total capital spend at Mercy University Hospital for each of the years 2009 to 2016 and to date 
in 2017, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3886/17]

31/01/2017WRHH00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Hospitals Capital Programme

31/01/2017WRHH00800490. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the capital budget or 
total capital spend at Cork University Hospital for each of the years 2009 to 2016 and to date in 
2017, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3887/17]

31/01/2017WRHH00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Hospitals Expenditure

31/01/2017WRHH01000491. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the total agency 
spend at Mercy University Hospital for each of the years 2013 to 2016 and to date in 2017, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3888/17]



Questions - Written Answers

330

31/01/2017WRHH01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Hospitals Expenditure

31/01/2017WRHH01200492. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the total agency 
spend at Cork University Hospital for each of the years 2013 to 2016 and to date in 2017, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3889/17]

31/01/2017WRHH01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Hospital Staff Data

31/01/2017WRHH01400493. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of whole-
time equivalent nursing positions in place at Mercy University Hospital for each of the years 
2009 to 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3890/17]

31/01/2017WRHH01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Hospital Staff Data

31/01/2017WRHH01600494. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of whole-
time equivalent nursing positions in place at Cork University Hospital for each of the years 
2009 to 2016 and to date in 2017, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3891/17]

31/01/2017WRHH01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Hospital Beds Data

31/01/2017WRHH01800495. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of beds 
operational at Mercy University Hospital for each of the years 2009 to 2016 and to date in 2017, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3892/17]

31/01/2017WRHH01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Hospital Beds Data

31/01/2017WRHH02000496. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of beds 
operational at Cork University Hospital for each of the years 2009 to 2016 and to date in 2017, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3893/17]

31/01/2017WRHH02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
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this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Hospitals Data

31/01/2017WRHH02200497. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of out-
patient hospital cancellations at Mercy University Hospital for each of the years 2013 to 2016 
and to date in 2017, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3894/17]

31/01/2017WRHH02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Hospitals Data

31/01/2017WRHH02400498. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of outpa-
tient hospital cancellations at Cork University Hospital for each of the years 2013 to 2016 and 
to date in 2017, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3895/17]

31/01/2017WRHH02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Hospitals Data

31/01/2017WRHH02600499. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of inpa-
tient hospital cancellations at Mercy University Hospital for each of the years 2013 to 2016 and 
to date in 2017, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3896/17]

31/01/2017WRHH02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

31/01/2017WRJJ00200Hospitals Data

31/01/2017WRJJ00300500. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of inpa-
tient hospital cancellations at Cork University Hospital for each of the years 2013 to 2016 and 
to date in 2017 in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3897/17]

31/01/2017WRJJ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

31/01/2017WRJJ00500Hospitals Data

31/01/2017WRJJ00600501. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of inpa-
tients and outpatients who did not attend at Mercy University Hospital for each of the years 
2013 to 2016 and to date in 2017 in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3898/17]

31/01/2017WRJJ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 
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31/01/2017WRJJ00800Hospitals Data

31/01/2017WRJJ00900502. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of in-
patients and outpatients who did not attend at Cork University Hospital for each of the years 
2013 to 2016 and to date in 2017 in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3899/17]

31/01/2017WRJJ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

31/01/2017WRJJ01100Hospital Services

31/01/2017WRJJ01200503. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of the-
atres operational at Mercy University Hospital for each of the years 2011 to 2016 and to date in 
2017 in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3900/17]

31/01/2017WRJJ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

31/01/2017WRJJ01400Hospital Services

31/01/2017WRJJ01500504. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of the-
atres operational at Cork University Hospital for each of the years 2011 to 2016 and to date in 
2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3901/17]

31/01/2017WRJJ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

31/01/2017WRJJ01700Hospitals Capital Programme

31/01/2017WRJJ01800505. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the capital projects 
agreed and funded at Mercy University Hospital; the details and an overview of each project; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3902/17]

31/01/2017WRJJ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

31/01/2017WRJJ02000Hospitals Capital Programme

31/01/2017WRJJ02100506. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the capital projects 
agreed and funded at Cork University Hospital; the details and an overview of each project; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3903/17]

31/01/2017WRJJ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

31/01/2017WRJJ02300Hospitals Capital Programme
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31/01/2017WRJJ02400507. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number and cost 
of each capital project funded by the HSE and his Department at Mercy University Hospital 
for each of the years 2009 to 2016 and to date in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3904/17]

31/01/2017WRJJ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

31/01/2017WRJJ02600Hospitals Capital Programme

31/01/2017WRJJ02700508. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number and cost 
of each capital project funded by the HSE and his Department at Cork University Hospital for 
each of the years 2009 to 2016 and to date in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [3905/17]

31/01/2017WRJJ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

31/01/2017WRJJ02900Hospitals Data

31/01/2017WRJJ03000509. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of times 
the full capacity protocol was initiated at Mercy University Hospital for each of the years 2011 
to 2016 and to date in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [3906/17]

31/01/2017WRJJ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

31/01/2017WRJJ03200Hospitals Data

31/01/2017WRJJ03300510. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of times 
the full capacity protocol was initiated at Cork University Hospital for each of the years 2011 to 
2016 and to date in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [3907/17]

31/01/2017WRJJ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Medical Card Administration

31/01/2017WRJJ03600511. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a medical card will 
issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3908/17]

31/01/2017WRJJ03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department recently received permis-
sion from Government to draft the new Bill.  This new legislation  will effectively mean that all 
children in respect of whom a DCA payment is made will automatically qualify for a medical 
card and, therefore, no longer be subject to the medical card means test at any point in the future 
while in receipt of DCA.  The legislation is currently being prepared and will be brought before 
the Oireachtas as quickly as possible.  In addition to the preparation of the legislation, the HSE 
has commenced the process of planning for the requirements of the scheme and how the cards 
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will issue so that the proposal can be implemented in a smooth and efficient manner. 

31/01/2017WRJJ03800Brexit Issues

31/01/2017WRJJ03900512. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health if he will report on his visit 
to the European Medicines Agency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3941/17]

31/01/2017WRJJ04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The European Medicines Agency plays a vi-
tal role in the protection and promotion of public health through the evaluation and supervision 
of medicines for human and veterinary use.  The result of the Brexit vote has caused consider-
able uncertainty for the Agency and its staff as it will have to be relocated to a country remain-
ing within the European Union.  This scenario creates real risks for the EMA and its stakehold-
ers – foremost, European citizens and the industries which the Agency regulates.

The Government believes that it will be important to address the question of the Agency’s 
future location relatively early in the Brexit process.  It is important that the selection of a new 
host country is informed by clear and careful consideration of the requirements which will need 
to be met in order to ensure continuity of the EMA’s activities and a sustainable future for the 
Agency.  It will be particularly important to maximise the retention of the EMA staff whose 
expertise and skills have been key to Agency’s development over the last 20 years and to the 
standing which it enjoys as a regulator at a global level.

In October the Government decided to propose Dublin as a new home for the EMA.  An 
interdepartmental/interagency working group led by my Department was established to prepare 
a proposal. 

Last week I visited the EMA in London in order to better understand the workings of the 
Agency and the challenges it will face as a result of Brexit. I met the Executive Director, Profes-
sor Guido Rasi, and key members of his team.  It was agreed that we would not speak publicly 
about the content of those discussions.

Work is continuing on Ireland’s proposal to host the EMA and I will travel to Brussels next 
week for discussions with a range of stakeholders. 

31/01/2017WRKK00200Drug and Alcohol Task Forces

31/01/2017WRKK00300513. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Health when a co-ordinator will be re-
cruited for the South Inner City Drugs and Alcohol Task Force to carry out the vital work of 
direct provision of services and support to the projects and local community organisations op-
erating within its remit; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [3944/17]

31/01/2017WRKK00400519. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if consideration can be given 
for the recruitment of a full-time co-ordinator of the South Inner City Drugs and Alcohol Task 
Force following the retirement of the office holder; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [3974/17]

31/01/2017WRKK00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 513 and 519 together.

As this is a service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention 
and direct reply to the Deputies.
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31/01/2017WRKK00600Drugs Payment Scheme Coverage

31/01/2017WRKK00700514. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health further to Question No. 
319 of 16 December 2016, the status of the freestyle libre glucose monitoring system under the 
long-term illness scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3950/17]

31/01/2017WRKK00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRKK00900Home Help Service

31/01/2017WRKK01000515. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health when approved home help hours 
will be granted to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3956/17]

31/01/2017WRKK01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

31/01/2017WRKK01200Medical Card Drugs Availability

31/01/2017WRKK01300516. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health if the cost of the drug MacuSh-
ield was previously covered by the medical card scheme; if there has been any recent change to 
the status of MacuShield in respect of the medical card scheme; if so, the reason; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [3962/17]

31/01/2017WRKK01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRKK01500Medical Card Reviews

31/01/2017WRKK01600517. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in the 
determination of a medical card review in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3966/17]

31/01/2017WRKK01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual. 

The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the 
Deputy as soon as possible. 

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
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relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

31/01/2017WRKK01800HSE Investigations

31/01/2017WRKK01900518. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health when there will be an outcome 
to the full system analysis review into the circumstances surrounding the death of a person (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3968/17]

31/01/2017WRKK02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter the question has 
been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 519 answered with Question No. 513.

Medicinal Products Reimbursement

31/01/2017WRKK02500520. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a mat-
ter with regard to the drug Respreeza (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3978/17]

31/01/2017WRKK02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drugs schemes, in 
accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. 

In reaching its decision, the HSE examines all the evidence which may be relevant in its 
view for the decision (including the information /dossier submitted by the Company) and will 
take into account such expert opinions and recommendations which may have been sought by 
the HSE at its sole discretion (for example, from the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics). 

In considering an application, the HSE will also have regard to Part 1 and Part 3 of Schedule 
3 of the 2013 Act. Part 3 requires the HSE to have regard to the following criteria: 

1. the health needs of the public; 

2. the cost-effectiveness of meeting health needs by supplying the item concerned rather 
than providing other health services;

3. the availability and suitability of items for supply or reimbursement; 

4. the proposed costs, benefits and risks of the item or listed item relative to therapeutically 
similar items or listed items provided in other health service settings and the level of certainty 
in relation to the evidence of those costs, benefits and risks;

5. the potential or actual budget impact of the item or listed item;

6. the clinical need for the item or listed item;

7. the appropriate level of clinical supervision required in relation to the item to ensure pa-
tient safety;

8. the efficacy (performance in trial), effectiveness (performance in real situations) and 
added therapeutic benefit against existing standards of treatment (how much better it treats a 
condition than existing therapies); and 



31 January 2017

337

9. the resources available to the HSE. 

I am informed that the HSE received a request and economic dossier from the manufac-
turer of Respreeza for maintenance treatment of emphysema in adults with documented severe 
alpha1-proteinase inhibitor deficiency.

In June of this year the HSE asked the NCPE to carry out a health technology assessment 
on the cost effectiveness of this treatment. The NCPE completed its assessment and made a 
recommendation on 9 December 2016. The NCPE determined that the manufacturer failed to 
demonstrate cost-effectiveness of the drug and did not recommend it for reimbursement.

A summary of the health technology assessment has been published on the NCPE website 
and is available at: http://www.ncpe.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/NCPE-website-summary_
Final.pdf.

The HSE will consider the NCPE assessment, and other expert advice, as part of its deci-
sion-making process for reimbursement. This decision will be made on objective, scientific and 
economic grounds by the HSE in line with the 2013 Act.

The operation of compassionate access schemes is at the discretion of manufacturers. There 
is no provision in Irish legislation for the approval of compassionate use programmes for spe-
cific groups of patients with an unmet medical need. I have previously asked manufacturers to 
show compassion and to maintain compassionate access schemes for patients during the assess-
ment process by the HSE and this remains the position. The manufacturer of Respreeza, CSL 
Behring, has confirmed that the compassionate programme has been extended until the end of 
February 2017.

31/01/2017WRKK02700Home Care Packages Data

31/01/2017WRKK02800521. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the number of home care 
packages granted and the number of fair deal scheme applications granted for each of the years 
2011 to 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3983/17]

31/01/2017WRKK02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

31/01/2017WRKK03000Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

31/01/2017WRKK03100522. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the reason the condition juve-
nile idiopathic arthritis, or more specifically polyarthritis, is not included on the list of condi-
tions covered by the long term illness scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3984/17]

31/01/2017WRKK03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The LTI Scheme was established under Sec-
tion 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended). The conditions covered by the LTI are: acute 
leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person under 16); cystic fibro-
sis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes mellitus; parkinson-
ism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; and conditions aris-
ing from the use of Thalidomide. Under the LTI Scheme, patients receive drugs, medicines, and 
medical and surgical appliances directly related to the treatment of their illness, free of charge. 

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the Scheme.
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31/01/2017WRKK03300Services for People with Disabilities

31/01/2017WRKK03400523. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a care plan and an appro-
priate level of funding will be put in place immediately to cope with the ongoing difficulties 
in the case of a person (details supplied); the supports and services in place or that will be put 
in place to assist the person’s parents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3988/17]

31/01/2017WRKK03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

Hospital Waiting Lists

31/01/2017WRKK03700524. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a cataract operation will be 
arranged as a matter of urgency at WRH for a person (details supplied). [3990/17]

31/01/2017WRKK03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

31/01/2017WRKK03900Hospital Appointments Administration

31/01/2017WRKK04000525. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the reason a commitment 
given by the HSE to a person (details supplied) that they would be given an appointment at 
WRH by the end of 2016 has not been honoured [3991/17]

31/01/2017WRKK04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

31/01/2017WRLL00200Hospital Consultant Recruitment

31/01/2017WRLL00300526. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the date on which authorities 
were first formally notified that the vacant consultant medical oncologist post at Letterkenny 
University Hospital was to become vacant; the date on which the post became vacant; the date 
on which the vacant post was first advertised; the dates on which the vacant post was subse-
quently re-advertised, if applicable; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3994/17]

31/01/2017WRLL00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

31/01/2017WRLL00500Health Services Staff Recruitment

31/01/2017WRLL00600527. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the date on which authorities 
were first formally notified that a locum (details supplied) was to vacate the post; the date on 
which the locum vacated the post; the date on which a successor locum was appointed; the date 
on which this successor is expected to take up this position at the hospital; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [3995/17]

31/01/2017WRLL00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

Hospital Waiting Lists

31/01/2017WRLL00900528. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3996/17]

31/01/2017WRLL01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.
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31/01/2017WRLL01100Services for People with Disabilities

31/01/2017WRLL01200529. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork will have an assessment of needs done under the Disability Act 2005; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3998/17]

31/01/2017WRLL01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

31/01/2017WRLL01400Hospital Staff Recruitment

31/01/2017WRLL01500530. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that a psychiatrist who had been dealing with inpatient care at St. Vincent’s Psychi-
atric Hospital, Fairview, tendered a resignation in the summer of 2016 and left the post just 
after Christmas, and has not yet been replaced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4020/17]

31/01/2017WRLL01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

31/01/2017WRLL01700Dental Services 

31/01/2017WRLL01800531. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of schoolchildren in 
south Leitrim that have received a routine dental check between 1 September 2016 and 31 De-
cember 2016; the number of schoolchildren in south Leitrim that have received a routine dental 
check between 1 September 2015 and 31 December 2015; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [4028/17]

31/01/2017WRLL01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRLL02000Ambulance Service

31/01/2017WRLL02100532. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Health the consultation process undertaken 
by the HSE to ensure that the public were informed regarding the changes to the operating 
hours of Arklow and Baltinglass ambulance stations made in 2012; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [4029/17]

31/01/2017WRLL02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 
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Services for People with Disabilities

31/01/2017WRLL02400533. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Waterford can expect to receive services; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [4043/17]

31/01/2017WRLL02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRLL02600Hospital Services

31/01/2017WRLL02700534. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) who was advised that of the entitlement to an external review of treatment received 
at Portiuncula Hospital has now been told that the person will not receive an external review, in 
view of the fact the reviewers are now appointed by the national forum and this particular case 
does not fall within its criteria. [4044/17]

31/01/2017WRLL02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

31/01/2017WRLL02900National Treatment Purchase Fund

31/01/2017WRLL03000535. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the date on which the National 
Treatment Purchase Fund will resume arranging the provision of hospital treatment to persons 
on waiting lists; and the procedure whereby persons that have been waiting a long time for 
treatment will be able to apply to the fund. [4047/17]

31/01/2017WRLL03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting times for the longest wait-
ing patients is one of the Government’s key priorities. Last year, the NTPF rolled out the En-
doscopy Waiting List Initiative to arrange for the provision of endoscopy procedures to patients 
waiting over 12 months. By the end of December, over 5,500 people had come of the Endos-
copy waiting list and the NTPF had managed to clear over 99% of the long waiters on that list. 
Building on this successful initiative, €20 million was allocated to the NTPF in the Budget 
2017, rising to €55 million in 2018.

In December 2016, I granted approval to the NTPF for the first tranche of funding in the re-
gion of €5m, for an initiative focusing on day case procedures. It is estimated that around 3,000 
day cases will be managed through this process with the aim of ensuring that no patient will be 
waiting more than 18 months for treatment by 30 June 2017. Tender documentation was issued 
last week and it is expected that the outsourcing of treatment will commence shortly.

In addition, the HSE is currently developing a 2017 Waiting List Action Plan for inpatient/
daycase procedures to ensure that no patient is waiting more than 15 months by the end of Oc-
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tober. This Plan is being developed in conjunction with the NTPF’s proposal for utilisation of 
its remaining €10m funding for patient treatment in 2017.  A similar plan is being developed for 
outpatient appointments. I expect to make known the details of both plans in the coming weeks.

Under this initiative, public hospitals will identify patients waiting for 18 months or more 
for a day case procedure who are suitable to have their treatment outsourced. The NTPF will 
then contact these patients in relation to availing of services under the initiative.

31/01/2017WRLL03200Medical Card Eligibility

31/01/2017WRLL03300536. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the entitlement of medical card 
holders to receive certain pieces of medical equipment (details supplied) for a lifelong condi-
tion free of charge or if this equipment is subject to regular prescription charges. [4051/17]

31/01/2017WRLL03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRLL03500Hospitals Car Park Charges

31/01/2017WRLL03600537. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the revenue generated from car 
parking services in each public hospital in 2016; the purposes for which this money is used; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [4052/17]

31/01/2017WRLL03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): It is important to note that parking charges 
form part of a series of measures which ensure that the operational costs of providing park-
ing services do not impact negatively on a hospital’s overall budget.  The HSE advises that a 
number of hospitals use parking revenue solely for maintenance and re-investment in parking 
facilities, including repayment of loans obtained for upgrading such facilities and investment in 
security. The remainder of hospitals use parking revenue to cover the cost of parking services, 
with any additional income being used to contribute to the general hospital budget, or to fund 
research or specific patient facilities. 

As demand for parking services at our hospitals increases, so too do the associated costs 
such as the initial capital costs of purchasing or renting parking areas; the cost of developing 
extra parking spaces; the need to provide and upgrade security systems in hospital car parks; 
staffing and general maintenance of parking services.  

Obviously the costs in providing these services need to be recouped; provision of these ser-
vices to visitors, staff and patients should not impact on hospital budgets intended to provide 
healthcare services to patients.

The HSE has advised that it does not have one single contract to provide parking services 
at all hospitals. Instead each hospital has a unique arrangement which reflects its specific cir-
cumstances. Some hospitals do not provide public car parks while a minority of others do not 
charge a car parking fee.

Hospitals which charge parking fees are very cognisant of the financial implications of 
parking costs for patients and their families particularly those with long-term illnesses. Con-
sequently hospitals have introduced a maximum daily fixed parking charge, thus capping this 
expense. While there is no national HSE policy governing car park charges, the HSE advises 
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that it keeps hospital parking charges under review.  

In terms of the future development of our hospital system, we must take account of public 
transport services. This is evident in relation to the planned development of a new Children’s 
Hospital. By supporting the expansion of public transport facilities, we continue to provide 
more transportation choices to the public when visiting their loved ones in our hospitals. 

In relation to the particular query regarding the revenue generated from car parking services 
in each public hospital in 2016,  I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly as this is a 
service matter.

31/01/2017WRLL03800Hospital Services

31/01/2017WRLL03900538. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if visiting times at Cavan Gen-
eral Hospital can be extended (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4064/17]

31/01/2017WRLL04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

31/01/2017WRMM00200Hospital Appointments Administration

31/01/2017WRMM00300539. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will schedule an appointment 
for shoulder and wrist surgery for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [4142/17]

31/01/2017WRMM00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

31/01/2017WRMM00500Hospital Services

31/01/2017WRMM00600540. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the list of services on offer at a 
hospital (details supplied); if there is room to utilise more of this building; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [4144/17]

31/01/2017WRMM00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

31/01/2017WRMM00800Hospital Services
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31/01/2017WRMM00900541. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide enhance-
ments to services at a hospital (details supplied); if enhancements have been implemented on 
site in the past 12 months; if additional staff have been acquired; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [4149/17]

31/01/2017WRMM01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A key part of the Government’s plan for our 
healthcare system is the most significant reform of our hospital service since the foundation 
of the State - the establishment of hospital groups operating as single cohesive units with their 
own governance and management.  Hospital Groups enable a better configuration of hospital 
services with benefits relating to safety, quality, access, cost and sustainable medical staffing 
and every hospital in the group, large and small, statutory and voluntary, will play a vital role 
within the Group.  Hospitals working together in a Group will be able to support each other, 
providing a stronger role for smaller hospitals in delivering less complex care, and ensuring that 
those who require emergency or complex planned care are managed safely in larger hospitals.  

The Smaller Hospitals Framework focuses in particular on the future role of smaller hospi-
tals and outlines the wide range of services that can be provided within these  smaller hospitals.  
It also outlines the potential to expand the services delivered in smaller hospitals, especially in 
services such as:

- day surgery (e.g. cataracts, hernia repairs, gynaecological procedures, and other surgeries 
that can safely be done in a day-based environment); 

- ambulatory care (including chronic disease management and assessment for older per-
sons); 

- medical services (including cardiac failure clinics, cardiac rehabilitation, COPD outreach 
and clinics, rheumatology, dermatology, diabetic day centre, rehabilitation, and a range of oth-
ers depending on local policies and protocols); 

- diagnostics (including blood tests, X-rays, endoscopy, bronchoscopy and sigmoidoscopy).

As a Model 2 hospital, Monaghan does not have a 24/7 Emergency Department or critical 
care unit.  However, in line with the Framework, Monaghan Hospital has a Minor Injuries Unit 
located on site.

I am committed to securing and further developing the role of our smaller hospitals with the 
expansion of services delivered in these hospitals, especially in services such as day surgery; 
ambulatory care; medical services and diagnostics. 

The Programme for Partnership Government commits to a review of Medical Assessment 
Units, Urgent Care Centres and Minor Injuries Units, including the Unit at Monaghan Hospital. 
Preliminary scoping work on this review is being carried out.

31/01/2017WRMM01100Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

31/01/2017WRMM01200542. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if he will address the 
case of a person (details supplied) and outline the provisions and services available to that per-
son; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4150/17]

31/01/2017WRMM01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Drivers 
and Passengers with Disabilities Tax Relief Scheme, which is operated by the Revenue Com-
missioners, is the responsibility of my colleague, the Minister for Finance.  To qualify for the 
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scheme, an applicant must be permanently and severely disabled within the terms of the Dis-
abled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations Act 1994 and satisfy 
a range of conditions.  The medical criteria for the scheme are set out by the Department of 
Finance.  HSE personnel have no role in setting or amending the criteria.  

The Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal, is also under the auspices of the Minister 
for Finance.  This Board is independent in the exercise of its functions, to ensure the integrity 
of its clinical determinations.  On that basis, I have no role to play in the exercise of these func-
tions.

The Deputy will be aware of the background to the closure of both the Mobility Allowance 
and Motorised Transport Grant schemes.  I wish to assure the Deputy that detailed preparatory 
work required for a new Transport Support Scheme and associated statutory provisions are 
being progressed by my Department.  I am pleased to report that work on policy proposals in 
relation to all matters, including eligibility criteria, are at an advanced stage of development.  
Once the Government approves the draft Heads of Bill for this new Scheme, they will then be 
subject to pre-legislative scrutiny.

With regard to the broader issue of transport for people with disabilities, I understand, my 
colleague, the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, has drawn up a sectoral plan, as pro-
vided for under the Disability Act 2005.  This plan called Transport for All, lays out specific 
actions which incrementally improve accessibility of public transport for all persons with mo-
bility, sensory or cognitive impairments.  I have been informed that considerable progress has 
been made under this plan in improving the accessibility of public transport services, including 
the provision of wheelchair accessible bus and train services, the continuing grant scheme for 
wheelchair accessible taxis and the roll out of real time passenger information systems.

31/01/2017WRMM01400Health Insurance Community Rating

31/01/2017WRMM01500543. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the reason members of the De-
fence Forces whose conditions of service provide for a range of medical health care provisions 
equivalent to that of a private health plan are nonetheless being obliged to purchase private 
health insurance plans to avoid lifetime community rating loadings when they retire; and his 
views on whether it is unfair to effectively compel members of the Defence Forces to purchase 
private health insurance which they will not need while they are in service. [4156/17]

31/01/2017WRMM01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Our system of voluntary community-rated 
health insurance relies on the continued entry of younger people, to help keep premium prices 
down for everybody. Lifetime Community Rating (LCR) was introduced to the private health 
insurance market from 1 May 2015, to encourage people to take out insurance at a younger age. 
It introduced late entry loadings on health insurance premiums for those aged 35 years or older 
taking out private health insurance for the first time. Without LCR there would be a deteriora-
tion in the age profile of the insured population, which in turn would contribute to claims infla-
tion and higher premiums for all.

The medical arrangements in place for Commissioned Officers of the Defence Forces are 
not private health insurance plans. Given they are not private health insurance plans, they can-
not comply with the key principles of community rating, open enrolment, lifetime cover and 
minimum benefits as required under the Health Insurance Acts. 

Private health insurance in Ireland is optional and, similar to any other individual or groups 
in Ireland, there is no statutory obligation on members of the Defence Forces to purchase pri-
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vate health insurance plans. Where people choose to purchase private health insurance, the 
application of loadings under LCR applies consistently to all residents of the State, whether 
purchased during periods of employment or during retirement. 

A review of the Lifetime Community Rating regulations, after 30 April 2017, is provided for 
in the legislation. The independent regulator, the Health Insurance Authority (HIA), has already 
commenced its public consultation process as the first phase of its review. A consultation paper 
to inform and assist those who may wish to make a submission can be viewed on its website 
www.hia.ie  . Proposals will be accepted before the deadline of 3 March 2017. When the HIA 
concludes its review and submits its report to me, I will consider any recommendations made 
with an open mind.

31/01/2017WRMM01700Autism Support Services

31/01/2017WRMM01800544. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the reason and status for a young 
person (details supplied) who has yet to receive a date for an ASD assessment despite HSE of-
ficials admitting that another assessment is needed for the person. [4163/17]

31/01/2017WRMM01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRMM02000Hospital Appointments Status

31/01/2017WRMM02100545. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4187/17]

31/01/2017WRMM02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

31/01/2017WRMM02300Hospital Appointments Status

31/01/2017WRMM02400546. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
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appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4188/17]

31/01/2017WRMM02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly. 

31/01/2017WRMM02600Hospital Appointments Status

31/01/2017WRMM02700547. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4189/17]

31/01/2017WRMM02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

31/01/2017WRMM02900Hospital Appointments Status

31/01/2017WRMM03000548. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4190/17]

31/01/2017WRMM03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly. 
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31/01/2017WRMM03200Autism Support Services

31/01/2017WRMM03300549. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4191/17]

31/01/2017WRMM03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRMM03500Hospital Appointments Status

31/01/2017WRMM03600550. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4192/17]

31/01/2017WRMM03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly. 

31/01/2017WRMM03800Hospital Appointments Status

31/01/2017WRMM03900551. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4193/17]

31/01/2017WRMM04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.
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31/01/2017WRNN00200Hospital Appointments Status

31/01/2017WRNN00300552. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4194/17]

31/01/2017WRNN00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

31/01/2017WRNN00500Hospital Appointments Status

31/01/2017WRNN00600553. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4195/17]

31/01/2017WRNN00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

Hospital Waiting Lists

31/01/2017WRNN00900554. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4196/17]

31/01/2017WRNN01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
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scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

31/01/2017WRNN01100Hospital Appointments Status

31/01/2017WRNN01200555. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4197/17]

31/01/2017WRNN01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

31/01/2017WRNN01400Hospital Appointments Status

31/01/2017WRNN01500556. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4198/17]

31/01/2017WRNN01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

31/01/2017WRNN01700Hospital Appointments Status

31/01/2017WRNN01800557. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4199/17]
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31/01/2017WRNN01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

31/01/2017WRNN02000Hospital Appointments Status

31/01/2017WRNN02100558. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4200/17]

31/01/2017WRNN02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

31/01/2017WRNN02300Hospital Appointments Status

31/01/2017WRNN02400559. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4201/17]

31/01/2017WRNN02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

31/01/2017WRNN02600Hospital Appointments Status
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31/01/2017WRNN02700560. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4202/17]

31/01/2017WRNN02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

31/01/2017WRNN02900Hospital Appointments Status

31/01/2017WRNN03000561. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4203/17]

31/01/2017WRNN03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

Hospital Waiting Lists

31/01/2017WRNN03300562. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4204/17]

31/01/2017WRNN03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
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are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

31/01/2017WRNN03500Hospital Appointments Status

31/01/2017WRNN03600563. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4205/17]

31/01/2017WRNN03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

31/01/2017WROO00200Hospital Appointments Status

31/01/2017WROO00300564. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4206/17]

31/01/2017WROO00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

31/01/2017WROO00500Hospital Appointments Status

31/01/2017WROO00600565. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) will be called to Cork University Hospital for an appointment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4207/17]

31/01/2017WROO00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
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Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

Hospital Waiting Lists

31/01/2017WROO00900566. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when an operation in Kerry 
University Hospital will be provided for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [4208/17]

31/01/2017WROO01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

31/01/2017WROO01100Hospital Charges

31/01/2017WROO01200567. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the cost to the State of a hos-
pital bed per night in a public hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4224/17]

31/01/2017WROO01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

31/01/2017WROO01400Health Care Policy

31/01/2017WROO01500568. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health his views on whether the effect 
of the Health (Amendment) Act 2013 is double taxation for persons who have health insurance; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4225/17]

31/01/2017WROO01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Act 1970 (as amended) provides 
that all persons ordinarily resident in the country are entitled, subject to certain charges, to pub-
lic in-patient hospital services and to public out-patient hospital services.  Section 55 provides 
that the HSE may provide private in-patient services to persons who are not entitled to, or who 
do not have or have waived eligibility to public in-patient services.  An essential element of the 
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eligibility arrangements is that the “public” or “private” status of a patient must be specified on 
admission to hospital.  The holding of private health insurance is optional and has no effect on 
people’s statutory entitlements or obligations.  These arrangements have operated under succes-
sive Governments and over several decades.

Where a patient elects to be treated privately by a consultant, he or she is liable for the fees 
of all consultants involved in his or her care and for statutory hospital charges under Section 55 
for that episode of care.  The application of a charge by a hospital for private in-patient services 
is obligatory and Government policy has been to move towards recovery of the full economic 
cost of the services provided by the hospital.  Where private in-patient services are provided, 
the daily charges that apply depend on the category of hospital (Schedule 5 or 6 of the Health 
Act) and whether the overnight accommodation was in a single or multi-occupancy room.

31/01/2017WROO01700Hospital Procedures

31/01/2017WROO01800569. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of elective surger-
ies performed per month, per hospital, for each of the past five years, in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [4226/17]

31/01/2017WROO01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

31/01/2017WROO02000Hospitals Capital Programme

31/01/2017WROO02100570. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Executive 
Capital Plan for 2017 will provide funding for completion of phase two of the current develop-
ments at St. Luke’s Hospital, Kilkenny, including the Susie Long Hospice which is an integral 
part of this project; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4241/17]

31/01/2017WROO02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the query raised by the Deputy, 
as this is a service issue, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

31/01/2017WROO02300General Practitioner Services

31/01/2017WROO02400571. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to reduce 
the cost of medical examinations for persons over 70 years of age who require a medical assess-
ment for renewal of a driving licence; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4282/17]

31/01/2017WROO02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Road Safety Authority has responsibil-
ity for driver licensing including the rules for applying for or renewing a drivers license.  Indi-
viduals over the age of 70, can get their drivers licence renewed free of charge.  Motorists over 
70 will need a certificate of fitness to drive by their doctor in order to apply for a three year or a 
one year licence.  Since August 2015, persons over the age of 70 automatically qualify for a free 
GP visit card.  However certain medical reports, including a report for the renewal of a drivers 
licence, are not covered under this scheme.

31/01/2017WROO02600Prescriptions Charges
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31/01/2017WROO02700572. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health if he will abolish prescription 
charges for pensioners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4283/17]

31/01/2017WROO02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Programme for Partnership Government 
contains a commitment to reduce the cost of medicines by reducing the annual co-payment on 
the Drugs Payment Scheme and reducing prescription charges for medical card holders.

Budget 2017 provides for a reduction in the prescription charge for over 70s medical card 
holders.  I intend to implement this initiative by reducing the per item charge by 50c, from 
€2.50 to €2.00, and reducing the monthly cap by €5, from €25 to €20.  This initiative will re-
quire changes in primary legislation and pharmacy payments systems.  Subject to the enactment 
of the necessary legislation, the Government expects that the reductions will take effect on 1 
March 2017.

I will continue to examine opportunities to address the cost of the charge to patients, having 
regard to the funding available.

31/01/2017WROO02900Mental Health Services

31/01/2017WROO03000573. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that Letterkenny Hospital mental health unit has on at least two occasions 
turned away a suicidal person, one of them resulting in the person taking their own life; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [4298/17]

31/01/2017WROO03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

31/01/2017WROO03200Mental Health Services

31/01/2017WROO03300574. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the role of his Department on 
the commitment in the confidence and supply arrangement on fully implementing A Vision for 
Change in the area of mental health. [38670/16]

31/01/2017WROO03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): Since 2012, 
the Government has added around €115 million to the HSE Mental Health Budget; an increase 
of around 16% up to end 2016.  The Programme for Partnership Government gives a clear com-
mitment to increasing our mental health budget annually, as resources allow, to expand existing 
services.  In 2014 and 2015 funding was directed to reconfiguration of general adult teams, 
including psychiatry of later life, and also child and adolescent community mental health ser-
vices and the strengthening of community teams.  In 2016 it was directed towards improvement 
of counselling services; enhanced Community Mental Health teams; improved 7/7 response 
and Liaison Services; Psychiatry-of-Later-Life; and Perinatal Mental Health.  Two new mental 
health clinical programmes have been introduced - ADHD in Adults and Children, and Dual 
Diagnosis of those with Mental Illness and Substance Misuse.

Budget 2017 made allowance for an additional €35 million for services to be initiated in 
2017.  Key priorities to be addressed in the HSE’s 2017 Service Plan include youth mental 
health, further improvement to child & adolescent (CAMHS) and adult services, older peo-
ple’s services and further enhanced out of hours response for those in need of urgent services.  
Recognising the time lag in new staff taking up posts and the completion of preparations for the 
introduction of these services, it is estimated that the revenue spend in 2017 associated with this 
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increased allocation will be some €15 million.  There will also be a further additional spend of 
€9.5 million in mental health associated with increased pay rates.  This additional €24.7 million 
for 2017 will see the Mental Health Budget increase to €851 million.  With other minor adjust-
ments, the National Service Plan Budget for Mental Health for 2017 totals €853.1m.

The Department has also given the go-ahead to the HSE for the construction of a new Na-
tional Forensic Hospital at Portrane.  This major health infrastructure project will benefit from 
significant capital investment in 2017 with spending on the new hospital and other, more minor, 
mental health projects planned to exceed €50 million next year.

In addition to the substantial ongoing financial commitment to service development, the 
Department recently commissioned an evidence-based expert review which will focus on the 
progress made to date in the implementation of A Vision For Change, including a review of 
current delivery of services in Ireland.  The review will also take account of international best 
practice and will inform the next steps in the development of our mental health policy, having 
regard to both human rights and health and wellbeing objectives.  The review will provide a sol-
id evidence base to determine the policy direction for a revision of A Vision for Change, provide 
a basis for further service development in this area, and shape our future mental health policy.

31/01/2017WROO03500Medicinal Products Reimbursement

31/01/2017WROO03600575. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if any decision has been made 
in relation to the reimbursement of Respreeza; if he or his Department or HSE officials have 
plans to meet the patients impacted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4319/17]

31/01/2017WROO03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
primary care schemes, including the community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been 
referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2017WROO03800Medical Card Eligibility

31/01/2017WROO03900576. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will review the decision 
by the HSE Dublin north east appeals officer dated 4 January 2017 which states that persons 
(details supplied) do not qualify for the retention of their medical cards which were valid until 
4 January 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4351/17]

31/01/2017WROO04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.

It has established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for 
queries relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an 
earlier response.  Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

31/01/2017WROO04100Hospital Waiting Lists

31/01/2017WROO04200577. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
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plied) has not received an appointment for surgery. [4352/17]

31/01/2017WROO04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

31/01/2017WRPP00200Services for People with Disabilities

31/01/2017WRPP00300578. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health his plans for the establishment 
of a database for children born with complex needs and rare conditions; if he has considered 
the merit of such information gathering, specifically in terms of more accurately measuring 
existing demographic trends and the enhanced forecasting of future service need, particularly 
concerning both the provision of health and education services; if his attention has been drawn 
to the difficulty that the current absence of such readily available and accurate information is 
creating with regard to long-term planning and ensuring sufficient and adequate service provi-
sion for persons with such conditions; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4354/17]

31/01/2017WRPP00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): There are no 
plans for the establishment of a database for children with complex needs and rare conditions. 

With regard to services for people with disabilities, the Health Service Executive’s two cur-
rent Service Planning Databases in the disability sector are the National Intellectual Disability 
Database and the National Physical and Sensory Disability Database.  The Health Research 
Board manages both of these databases on behalf of the Department of Health.  The databases 
record current and future service needs, rather than being a registry of those with specific condi-
tions.  Health funded services for people with disabilities are provided on the basis of identified 
service needs, rather than linked to a specific diagnosis.

Forecasting in relation to education services is a matter for my colleague, the Minister for 
Education and Skills.

31/01/2017WRPP00500Services for People with Disabilities

31/01/2017WRPP00600579. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the number of staff-employed 
in early intervention in County Cork, the expertise and geographical location of each; and the 
number of private sector contractors required to fill HSE staff shortfalls  [4364/17]

31/01/2017WRPP00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
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vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.  

This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guid-
ed by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with 
disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRPP00800Services for People with Disabilities

31/01/2017WRPP00900580. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the forms of transport which will 
qualify for individual payments as a contribution towards transport costs to persons with severe 
disabilities on a low income who cannot access public transport, with reference to the Health 
(Transport Support) Bill; and if it will include taxis and rental cars [4368/17]

31/01/2017WRPP01000585. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health when he expects to introduce a trans-
port support scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4414/17]

31/01/2017WRPP01050Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath) (Deputy Fin-
ian McGrath): I propose to take Questions Nos. 580 and 585 together.  

Detailed preparatory work required for a new Transport Support Scheme and associated 
statutory provisions are being progressed by my Department.  I am pleased to report that work 
on policy proposals in relation to all matters, including eligibility criteria, are at an advanced 
stage of development.  Once the Government approves the draft Heads of Bill for this new 
Scheme, they will then be subject to pre-legislative scrutiny.  The form, manner and arrange-
ments for providing individual payments to persons who qualify for the Scheme will be set out 
in the primary legislation and any associated secondary legislation once prepared.

31/01/2017WRPP01100Hospital Appointments Status

31/01/2017WRPP01200581. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health when an appointment will be 
granted to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4377/17]

31/01/2017WRPP01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

31/01/2017WRPP01400Patient Safety

31/01/2017WRPP01500582. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the form he envisages the manda-
tory licensing will take for public and private health care facilities with reference to the Patients 
Safety (Licensing of Healthcare Facilities) Bill.  [4389/17]

31/01/2017WRPP01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Patient Safety (Licensing of Healthcare 
Facilities) Bill has been under development by my Department for some time. Once enacted, 
this Bill will, for the first time, introduce a licensing requirement for all public and private 
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hospitals in Ireland, as well as certain designated high risk activities that take place outside a 
hospital setting. 

The introduction of a system of licensing for healthcare providers stems from the Govern-
ment Decision on the Report of the Commission of Patient Safety and Quality Assurance; fol-
lowed by a commitment to legislative proposals in the previous Programme for Government 
and in “Future Health: A Strategic Framework for Reform of the Health Service 2012-2015”.  
As the Deputy will be aware, the Bill is listed in the Legislative Programme for the current ses-
sion. It is my intention to move towards publication of the Bill later this year.

A Working Group, made up of officials from the Department of Health, the HSE, the Health 
Information and Quality Authority (HIQA), the Private Hospitals Association, the Hospital 
Group CEO Forum, and the Forum of Chief Executives of Health and Social Care Regulatory 
Bodies, has met regularly throughout 2016.  This Group has been considering the draft General 
Scheme of a Patient Safety Licensing Bill, and providing feedback to inform and support the 
finalisation of the draft Heads.  The Group has also been considering the practical implementa-
tion and operation of the licensing system. 

While this work has not yet been fully completed, I can report that it is planned that HIQA 
would be the licensing authority, granting or refusing applications.  The awarding of a licence 
would be dependent on the applicant demonstrating compliance with the regulatory regime that 
will be introduced.  The emphasis will be on an improvement approach, with a focus on effec-
tive governance and management accountability in acute hospitals, both public and private, and 
for high risk designated activities.  In carrying out its functions, it is envisaged that HIQA will 
be balanced and targeted in its approach, having regard to best practice by others performing 
comparable functions to its own and be effective and efficient in the use of resources required 
for the purpose of performing its functions.  

31/01/2017WRPP01700Primary Care Centres Provision

31/01/2017WRPP01800583. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of a 
primary care centre in Tullow, County Carlow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4395/17]

31/01/2017WRPP01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

31/01/2017WRPP02000Speech and Language Therapy Provision

31/01/2017WRPP02100584. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health the status of an application for 
primary speech and language services for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4396/17]

31/01/2017WRPP02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

  Question No. 585 answered with Question No. 580.  
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Hospitals Data

31/01/2017WRPP02500586. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of inpatient hospi-
tal cancellations at University Hospital Waterford for each of the years 2012 to 2016, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4428/17]

31/01/2017WRPP02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to this particular query, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

Hospitals Data

31/01/2017WRPP02800587. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of outpatient hos-
pital cancellations at University Hospital Waterford for each of the years 2012 to 2016; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [4429/17]

31/01/2017WRPP02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to this particular query, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

Hospitals Data

31/01/2017WRPP03100588. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the combined number of pa-
tients on hospital trolleys at University Hospital Waterford from 1 January 2017 to 25 January 
2017; and the overall figure for the corresponding time period in 2016. [4430/17]

31/01/2017WRPP03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to this particular query, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

Hospitals Data

31/01/2017WRPP03400589. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of patients out-
sourced from University Hospital Waterford for each of the years 2013 to 2016; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4431/17]

31/01/2017WRPP03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to this particular query, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

Hospital Services

31/01/2017WRPP03700590. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if a service level agreement 
exists between University Hospital Waterford, UHW, and or private and public hospitals in 
Cork to treat cardiac patients; if so, the terms of such agreements; the number of patients from 
UHW which have been seen in Cork hospitals; the additional number which will be seen in 
2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4432/17]

31/01/2017WRPP03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to this particular query, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

Hospitals Expenditure
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31/01/2017WRPP04000591. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the total agency spend at Uni-
versity Hospital Waterford for each of the years 2011 to 2016; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [4433/17]

31/01/2017WRPP04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to this particular query, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

Hospitals Expenditure

31/01/2017WRQQ00300591. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the total agency spend at Uni-
versity Hospital Waterford for each of the years 2011 to 2016; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [4433/17]

31/01/2017WRQQ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to this particular query, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

31/01/2017WRQQ00500Hospital Staff Data

31/01/2017WRQQ00600592. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the total number of vacant 
posts in the radiology department at University Hospital Waterford, broken down by grade and 
title; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4434/17]

31/01/2017WRQQ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to this particular query, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

31/01/2017WRQQ00800Mental Health Services Data

31/01/2017WRQQ00900593. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the amount of the €5 
million allocated to develop mental health services in primary care which was spent in 2016; 
the number of additional staff who were appointed for mental health services in primary care in 
2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4455/17]

31/01/2017WRQQ01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): In 2016, fund-
ing of €5 million was allocated to develop mental health services in primary care.  As part of 
this initiative, the HSE submitted a Business Case for the introduction of around 114 Assistant 
Psychologist posts on a two-year pilot basis across the primary care psychology services.  The 
role of the Assistant Psychologist will be to support services and enhance the service provision 
and research capacity of qualified Psychologists. Sanction has now been given for this initiative 
and the recruitment process will begin shortly.  This will cost approximately €3.5 million.

In addition, approximately €1.5 million will be used for the recruitment of 20 Staff Grade 
Psychologists for Children in geographical areas where there are none or inadequate numbers 
of posts in place.  This will provide the necessary clinical governance framework required to 
oversee stepped care provision by Assistant Psychologists.  These posts are currently being 
recruited. 

The balance of this funding will be used to fund the delivery of a computerised cognitive 
behavioural therapy (cCBT) programme for young people. 

These additional posts will provide services to service users under 18 years of age to ad-
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dress those waiting for treatment in the Mental Health and Primary Care Divisions.  The online 
resource will also be developed for adolescents with mild to moderate mental health presenta-
tions.

These initiatives are central to the commitment in the 2016 National Service Plan (Mental 
Health) to continue to develop early intervention and prevention counselling services by mental 
health and primary care, specifically for young people under 18 years of age. 

31/01/2017WRQQ01100Hospital Appointments Status

31/01/2017WRQQ01200594. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter in re-
spect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4470/17]

31/01/2017WRQQ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

31/01/2017WRQQ01400Hospital Waiting Lists

31/01/2017WRQQ01500595. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Health further to his view that the waiting 
list for gynaecological appointments in Cork University Maternity Hospital is appalling and 
unacceptable, if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the waiting time for such gynaeco-
logical appointments at the Coombe Hospital is a year; his views on whether this is appalling 
and unacceptable also; and if he will provide funding to reduce the waiting time at the Coombe 
Hospital in view of his commitment to do so for Cork University Maternity Hospital [4483/17]

31/01/2017WRQQ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting times for the longest wait-
ing patients is one of this Government’s key priorities.  Consequently, Budget 2017 allocated 
€20 million to the NTPF, rising to €55 million in 2018.  

In December 2016, I granted approval to the NTPF to dedicate €5m to a daycase waiting 
list initiative with the aim of ensuring that no patient will be waiting more than 18 months for a 
daycase procedure, including those on the gynaecology waiting list, by 30 June 2017.  Around 
3,000 daycases will be managed through this process and outsourcing of treatment will com-
mence shortly.  

In addition to current NTPF daycase initiative, in December 2016, my Department wrote 
to the HSE requesting that it submit in January a Waiting List Action Plan for 2017 in respect 
of both the Inpatient/Daycase Waiting List and the Outpatient Waiting List.  The focus of these 
plans should be to ensure that no patient is waiting more than 15 months on either list by the end 
of October, including those awaiting gynaecological appointments and procedures.  The HSE 
has been requested to develop the Inpatient/Daycase Waiting List Action Plan in conjunction 
with and supported by the NTPF’s proposal for utilisation of the remaining €10m of 2017 fund-
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ing for patient treatment.  I expect to make known the details of both plans in the coming weeks.  

As part of these plans the HSE has been asked to target specialties, services and hospitals 
with highest numbers of long waiters as well as improving in-sourcing in public sector, within 
and across Hospital Groups.

31/01/2017WRQQ01700General Practitioner Services

31/01/2017WRQQ01800596. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if his Department has evalu-
ated the impact the introduction of free general practitioner care for under sixes has had on 
practices around the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4511/17]

31/01/2017WRQQ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The first two phases of universal GP care 
without fees were successfully introduced in 2015, firstly for all children under the age of 6 
years and secondly for all people aged 70 years and older.  This has resulted in approximately 
800,000 people now being eligible for GP care without fees without having to undergo a means 
test.

The introduction of GP care without fees to children under 6 represents a major step forward 
in improving access, quality and affordability of health care in Ireland.  The under 6s service 
contract, which includes age-based preventive checks focused on health and well-being and a 
dedicated cycle of care for children with asthma, underlines the Government’s commitment to 
enhancing primary care and keeping people well in their community.  To date, almost 364,000 
children have access to GP care without fees through a medical card or GP visit card and ap-
proximately 94% of GMS GPs have entered into agreements with the HSE for the provision of 
services to children under 6. 

I wish to acknowledge the contribution of general practitioners to meeting the heavy de-
mand on our health service, particularly during the peak winter period.  The management by 
GPs of seasonal pressures is an example of how primary care plays a critical role in our health-
care system.  However, GPs do not currently provide information to the HSE in relation to 
patient visit activity, waiting times etc.  In the absence of such general practice activity data, it 
is not possible to evaluate the impact the introduction of free GP care to all children under 6 has 
had on GP practices.

The Government is committed to the continued development of GP capacity and in 2017 the 
training intake will increase for the second successive year, from 172 to 187 places.  In addition 
initial engagement has commenced with GP representatives in the development of a new and 
modernised set of contractual arrangements for GMS and other public GP services.

31/01/2017WRQQ02000Hospitals Funding

31/01/2017WRQQ02100597. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the amount of extra funding 
that will be required to open the new emergency department in University Hospital Limerick 
in May 2017 as intended and to fund the running of the unit up to the end of the year; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [4518/17]

31/01/2017WRQQ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 
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31/01/2017WRQQ02300National Drugs Strategy

31/01/2017WRQQ02400598. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health when he plans to publish 
the completed national drugs strategy in view of the fact that the previous one ceased in 2016; 
and if prevention and recovery will have meaningful roles in the forthcoming strategy with 
matching resources allocated to them [4527/17]

31/01/2017WRQQ02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): Government 
is committed to putting a new National Drugs Strategy in place from 2017 onwards, when the 
current policy expires.  As the Deputy will be aware, a Steering Committee with an independent 
chair, has been established to advise me on the development of a new National Drugs Strategy.  

While the format of the new Strategy has not yet been agreed by the Steering Committee, 
I very much agree on the importance of maintaining a focus on prevention and recovery in the 
new Strategy.  The provision of resources to support the implementation of the new Strategy 
will be determined in the context of the estimates process.

I understand that the Steering Committee is continuing with its deliberations and is expected 
to submit its final report to me by the end of March.  I hope to bring my proposals to Govern-
ment on the new Strategy thereafter.

31/01/2017WRQQ02600General Practitioner Contracts

31/01/2017WRQQ02700599. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on whether the 
FEMPI cuts as applied to general practitioners were discriminatory in that they were applied to 
the total allowances rather than just income which resulted in a 75% cut to the income thereby 
causing the current crisis in general practice; his plans to address this while awaiting the new 
general practitioner contract; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4530/17]

31/01/2017WRQQ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the General Medical Services (GMS) 
contract, GPs are reimbursed for a range of services they provide to medical card and GP visit 
card holders.  GPs are remunerated for these services primarily on a capitation basis, with a 
range of additional support payments and fees for specific items of service.  The amount pay-
able in respect of certain of these supports is related to the doctor’s panel size.  GPs can also 
provide services to private patients if they wish.  The arrangements and fees charged for such 
consultations are a matter of private contract between the patient and the GP and I have no role 
in relation to such private income for GPs.

As a consequence of the severe difficulties arising from the economic and fiscal crisis of 
recent years, between 2009 and 2013 a number of reductions were applied under the Financial 
Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2009 (FEMPI) to the fees and allowances paid 
to healthcare professionals, including GPs who provide services under the GMS scheme. 

There have been significant developments in general practice service in recent years, with 
more services being made available to our citizens and additional financial support provided by 
the HSE.  Developments include a universal GP service for all children under 6 years and all 
persons over 70 years, the introduction of a Diabetes Cycle of Care for adult patients with Type 
2 Diabetes, an enhanced support framework for rural GPs and a revised list of special items 
of service to encourage the provision of more services in the primary care setting.  Additional 
funding of over €100 million per annum has been provided to general practice to support the 
roll-out of these initiatives.
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I envisage that, subject to the overall resources available to Government, commitments to 
the provision of additional State resources to general practice will be linked to the outcome of 
contractual negotiations on the expansion of the range of services encompassed by the GMS 
contract.

31/01/2017WRQQ02900General Practitioner Contracts

31/01/2017WRQQ03000600. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of negotiations 
with general practitioners’ representative organisations regarding a new contract (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4531/17]

31/01/2017WRQQ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The development of primary care is central 
to the Government’s objective to deliver a high-quality, integrated and cost effective health 
service.  The Programme for Government commits to a decisive shift within the health service 
towards primary care in order to deliver better care close to home in communities across the 
country.  The development of a new, modernised contract for the provision of general practitio-
ner services will be a key element in facilitating this process.

Previous engagements have resulted in a number of service developments including the 
introduction of a Diabetes Cycle of Care for adult patients with Type 2 Diabetes, an enhanced 
support framework for rural GPs, and a revised list of special items of service under the contract 
to encourage the provision of more services in the primary care setting.  These measures, com-
bined with the under-6s and over-70s universal GP care initiatives, have increased the financial 
support for general practice. 

The next phase of discussions on a new GP contract is under way and initial meetings with 
GP representative bodies were held in January.  As with any negotiation-type process, and given 
the range and complexity of the issues to be discussed, the engagement may take some time.  
While I am of course anxious to see good progress made, it is not my intention to set a deadline 
for completion of discussions.  It would be premature, in advance of substantive progress being 
made on the development of a new contract, to make statements in relation to funding. 

31/01/2017WRQQ03200Drugs Payment Scheme Coverage

31/01/2017WRQQ03300601. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if he will reverse the decision 
to exclude medical card holders and families with coeliac disease from availing of gluten-free 
products under the scheme.  [4532/17]

31/01/2017WRQQ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRQQ03500Drugs Payment Scheme Coverage

31/01/2017WRQQ03600602. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the financial hardship endured by many persons and families with coeliac disease due to the 
costs of purchasing many gluten-free products; and his plans to either directly or in co-opera-
tion with other Departments improve supports to these persons and families  [4533/17]
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31/01/2017WRQQ03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRQQ03800Hospital Services

31/01/2017WRQQ03900603. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Health the progress to date 
on the initiatives undertaken by the HSE and his Department following his visit to Letterkenny 
University Hospital; the success of these initiatives to date; the reason the situation is worsening 
on a daily basis; the additional plans which will be put in place to solve these problems within 
the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4585/17]

31/01/2017WRQQ04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

31/01/2017WRRR00200Hospital Staff

31/01/2017WRRR00300604. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Health the status of the oncol-
ogy department staffing at University Hospital Letterkenny; the impact the staffing will have 
on patient care in the future months both for existing patients and new referrals; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4586/17]

31/01/2017WRRR00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

31/01/2017WRRR00500Disability Services Provision

31/01/2017WRRR00600605. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that 
funding is available for a person (details supplied) to have a full residential placement when 
they turn 18 years of age in June 2017 as recommended by their social workers and psychia-
trists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4604/17]

31/01/2017WRRR00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRRR00800Addiction Treatment Services

31/01/2017WRRR00900606. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the funding which is 
available for a service (details supplied) especially in view of the increasing demands for its 
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services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4613/17]

31/01/2017WRRR01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy. 

31/01/2017WRRR01100Health Products Regulatory Authority

31/01/2017WRRR01200607. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health when the HPRA report on the 
regulation of cannabis for medicinal use will be made available to Dáil Éireann; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4658/17]

31/01/2017WRRR01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I expect to receive the HPRA’s report in 
coming days. While I will need some time to consider the report I expect that it will be pub-
lished relatively quickly. 

I would reiterate that, in the meantime, while cannabis is very strictly controlled in Ireland, 
it is open for an Irish registered doctor to apply for a licence for cannabis-based preparations for 
an individual, named-patient under their care. Such applications will be considered on a case 
by case basis. It should be remembered that the appropriateness of any particular treatment is 
a matter between the patient and their doctor.  I believe it is clearly understood at this stage by 
all concerned that I, as Minister for Health, have no role in the patient-doctor relationship and 
any involvement or interference in that regard by myself or my Department would be wholly 
inappropriate.

Health Services Funding

31/01/2017WRRR01500608. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if he will allocate emer-
gency funding of €1.2 billion to urgently address the deficits in hospital beds, medical staffing 
and primary care services in the health service (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [4661/17]

31/01/2017WRRR01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): On Budget Day 2017, the Oireachtas ap-
proved gross expenditure of €14.606 billion for the health services, which is the highest ever, 
demonstrating the Government’s commitment to investing the gains from a recovering econo-
my in a better health service.  

The allocation of additional funding to the Health Services is a matter for Government.

31/01/2017WRRR01700Mental Health Services Provision

31/01/2017WRRR01800609. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that 
persons suffering from mental health problems are given full access to emergency services on 
a 24-7 basis in all areas and that children under 18 years of age with mental health problems 
are not discriminated against in receiving age-appropriate emergency department and inpatient 
services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4662/17]

31/01/2017WRRR01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): Improving ac-
cess to mental health services is a key priority for me as Minister. Significant work is underway 
to improve access to services outside of normal working hours.  The HSE is responsible for 
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secondary care mental health services in Ireland.  These are specifically for people with mod-
erate to severe mental health problems / illnesses such as more serious depression, bipolar ill-
ness, schizophrenia or anxiety related disorders.  Services are organised as age related specialty 
services, provided by multi-disciplinary teams, in line with A Vision For Change. The teams 
are Child and Adolescent, General Adult for working age adults, and Psychiatry-of-Old Age for 
those over 65 years, together with some sub-specialty teams, such as Rehabilitation / Recovery 
and Acute Hospital liaison teams.  The work of these teams is supported by a network of day 
hospitals, and general hospital based acute in-patient units.

Data on timely access to services is collected for each team on a monthly basis.  This shows 
68% of children referred are seen within twelve weeks, and 74% of working age adults, and 
97% of older adults within one week, illustrating improved response times to those with mental 
health problems. Work is underway by the HSE Mental Health Division to determine the exist-
ing level of service provision, and to examine international models of best practice on the most 
appropriate model of service delivery for use in the Irish context in order to enhance access to 
seven day services.  In addition, the HSE is progressing a detailed plan for provision of 7 day 
services across all HSE mental health service areas.

Significant and detailed work is underway in this area.  The current provision of HSE 24/7 
mental health care involves various inter-linked components involving, for example, access via 
Community Mental Health teams during normal working hours (i.e. 9am-5pm Monday to Fri-
day).  During this period, access may also be made through  Emergency Departments, involving 
as necessary the existing Liaison Psychiatric Service for hospitals, or alternative arrangements 
at local level pending further development of a liaison service in some CHO areas.  There is 
Consultant Psychiatric-led cover in place in hospital Emergency Departments, in respect of the 
hours 5pm to 9am Monday to Friday, and for the weekend period.  Finally, the National Clini-
cal Programme for the Assessment and Management of Self-Harm was initiated by the HSE in 
2014, and is being developed on an on-going basis.  Overall, the HSE indicate that weekend ac-
cess for each Saturday and Sunday is provided in 9 of the 17 mental health areas, with a further 
7 areas having partial cover.

The HSE has prioritised the provision of  improved Out-of-Hours liaison and seven day 
responses for mental health as a key priority under its agreed Service Plan  2017.  Services, in 
respect of both adults and those under age 18, are being developed in the light of significant 
new investment being made available for mental health, balanced against an acknowledged 
difficulty for the Executive in securing suitably qualified and experienced staff for this care 
programme.  My objective, and that of the HSE , is to improve all aspects of mental health care 
nationally for children and adults,  including better access outside of normal working hours, or 
via Emergency Departments.

31/01/2017WRRR02000Primary Care Services Provision

31/01/2017WRRR02100610. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health his plans to open up more minor-
injury units in order to alleviate the overcrowding in accident and emergency departments. 
[4411/17]

31/01/2017WRRR02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In September 2016, the HSE launched the 
‘Winter Initiative Plan 2016-2017’ which provided €40 million of additional funding for winter 
preparedness.  This Initiative was developed to manage the expected winter surge in demand 
for hospital care in an integrated way across Primary, Acute and Social Care.  On 5 January, 
in response to significant pressures in our EDs in the New Year, a series of enhanced measures 
were added to this initiative. 
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As part of the measures detailed in the Winter Initiative, the Smithfield Clinic which pro-
vides minor injury care in the catchment area of the Mater University Hospital was funded to 
expand its service with the aim of treating up to an additional 100 patients each week.  This has 
been in place since 1st November 2016.  A review of the five day week expanded service and 
determination of inclusion of weekend service will be undertaken shortly. 

There are currently 11 Minor Injury Clinics operating nationwide, and as the Deputy will be 
aware, Minor Injury Units are for the treatment of broken bones, dislocations, sprains, strains, 
wounds, scalds and minor burns that are unlikely to need admission to hospital.  In cases where 
an injury is more serious than originally thought, the patient is transferred to the hub ED linked 
to the Clinic for further assessment and treatment. 

The HSE has recently launched an information campaign, including social media, to pro-
mote and further inform the public of the services available through these clinics and their 
locations.

The Programme for Partnership Government commits to a review of Medical Assessment 
Units, Urgent Care Centres and Minor Injury Clinics.  Preliminary scoping work on this review 
is being carried out. 

31/01/2017WRRR02300Disability Services Provision

31/01/2017WRRR02400611. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that in 
any forthcoming review by his Department, a school (details supplied) will not see any reduc-
tion in the vital services available to the children; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2002/17]

31/01/2017WRRR02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The particular issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the HSE.  Accordingly I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

31/01/2017WRRR02600Mental Health Services Staff

31/01/2017WRRR02700612. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health the targets in place for the staff 
levels in child and adolescent mental health service teams in CHO 5 in 2017 to bring them 
closer to the target set in A Vision for Change; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4689/17]

31/01/2017WRRR02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

31/01/2017WRRR02900Hare Coursing
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31/01/2017WRRR03000613. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health if the HSE endorses hare cours-
ing, which has been banned in many jurisdictions (details supplied); and his views on whether 
public moneys should be withdrawn for this project [4259/17]

31/01/2017WRRR03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): Neither the 
Minister for Health, nor the HSE, endorses Hare coursing.  

I understand that the Deputy’s question relates to a recent media query received by the HSE 
in relation to a mental health facility in the west of Ireland, and that the HSE has refuted the 
claims made.  While the centre in question does not, and has never run hare coursing activity for 
its service users the Executive cannot understandably comment on activities of staff or service 
users during their own personal time. The Executive indicates also that the support of service 
clients, in the context of promoting positive mental health and recovery generally, does not 
constitute an endorsement of approval of this activity. No service users, as part of any recovery 
process, were brought  to or encouraged by the HSE to attend any such events. The Executive 
indicate that hare coursing has never been funded by the HSE locally, nor would it be appropri-
ate from the point of view of a social care provider.

31/01/2017WRRR03200Departmental Staff Data

31/01/2017WRRR03300614. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the number of staff under the aegis 
of his Department in the clerical officer, staff officer or equivalent grade; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4938/17]

31/01/2017WRRR03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The information requested by the Deputy is 
detailed below:

Grade Number of Staff
Clerical Officer 63
Staff Officer 7
Executive Officer & Equivalent 57

31/01/2017WRSS00200Afforestation Programme

31/01/2017WRSS00300615. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of hectares of forestry that were planted since 2011, by year; and the number of hectares 
he anticipates being planted in 2017. [3768/17]

31/01/2017WRSS00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The total area 
of new forests for which grants were paid during the period 2011 - 2016 is as follows:

Year Hectares
2011 6,653
2012 6,652
2013 6,252
2014 6,156
2015 6,293
2016 6,500
The planting target  for 2017 as set out  in the Forestry Programme 2014 - 2020 is 7,140 

hectares.
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Origin Green Programme

31/01/2017WRSS00600616. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of the audit system for the Origin Green scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [3770/17]

31/01/2017WRSS00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Origin Green 
is a voluntary sustainability programme operated  by Bord Bia, under which food manufactur-
ers develop plans setting out clear measurable targets, in line with the Origin Green Sustain-
ability Charter, in key areas such as greenhouse gas emissions,  energy conservation,  water 
management,  biodiversity, community initiatives and health and nutrition.  The sustainability 
plans are individual to each company.  Each plan is verified  by SGS, an independent third party 
which was awarded a contract by Bord Bia following a tender process.  SGS assess the indi-
vidual plans against what is in the Charter and subsequently verify the annual progress report 
from the Origin Green member company against what was in their individual plan.  SGS have 
the capacity to conduct on-site visits as appropriate.  

Currently 225 food companies are fully verified Origin Green members.  These companies  
have submitted sustainability plans that have been scrutinised by SGS.  As verified members 
they are now required  to deliver on the targets in their individual plans.  Some 155 further 
companies have submitted sustainability plans which are at assessment stage.

31/01/2017WRSS00800Agriculture Cashflow Support Loan Scheme

31/01/2017WRSS00900617. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
Exchequer ultimately covers the cost of potential defaults under the new agri-loan credit fund 
for unsecured loans to be provided via a company (details supplied); if any calculations have 
been carried out by the Government and the company to estimate the default costs it may give 
rise to; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [3846/17]

31/01/2017WRSS01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am pleased 
to announce the launch of the “Agriculture Cashflow Support Loan Scheme” today.  One of 
my priorities has been to address the impact of the change in the sterling exchange rate and 
lower commodity prices in some sectors, which have caused cash flow difficulties for farmers.  
The Scheme was developed in co-operation with the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland 
(SBCI), which has confirmed that AIB, Bank of Ireland and Ulster Bank will distribute the 
loans, making €150 million available to farmers throughout Ireland at low-cost interest rates of 
2.95%.  It will provide farmers with a low cost, flexible source of working capital and will al-
low them to pay down more expensive forms of short-term debt, ensuring the ongoing financial 
sustainability of viable farming enterprises.

This Scheme is supported by €25 million being provided by the Department, including €11 
million in EU ‘exceptional adjustment aid’.  Working with the partner financial institutions, 
SBCI uses the public money to leverage the total of €150 million, enabling them (along with 
COSME, the EU programme for the Competitiveness of Enterprises and SMEs) to provide the 
guarantee required to underpin the loan’s flexibility, and lower the cost of the loans.  The SBCI 
has undertaken extensive research, due diligence and analysis during the design of the Scheme.

31/01/2017WRSS01100Single Payment Scheme Payments
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31/01/2017WRSS01200618. Deputy Michael D’Arcy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Wexford will receive the remainder of their single 
farm payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3744/17]

31/01/2017WRSS01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An application 
under the 2016 Basic Payment Scheme was received from the person named on 4th May 2016.  
During validation of the application, a query arose in relation to some of the land declared.  The 
query has now been resolved and a supplementary payment for the amount outstanding will is-
sue in the near future to the nominated bank account of the person named.

31/01/2017WRSS01400GLAS Payments

31/01/2017WRSS01500619. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a farm payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3746/17]

31/01/2017WRSS01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full entitlements in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

The 85% payment for 2016 has been processed and payment has issued to the person named.

31/01/2017WRSS01700GLAS Payments

31/01/2017WRSS01800620. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3787/17]

31/01/2017WRSS01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016.

The first payment due to the person named is in respect of the 2016 scheme year.  During the 
2016 prepayment checks an issue was identified with one of the parcels claimed for Low Input 
Permanent Pasture action. Department officials have examined this issue and resolved it.  The 
application will now be re-run through the validation checks with a view to making payment at 
the earliest opportunity.

31/01/2017WRSS02000Young Farmers Scheme

31/01/2017WRSS02100621. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when an oral hearing in the case of a person (details supplied) is due to take place; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3789/17]

31/01/2017WRSS02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Agri-
culture Appeals Office has confirmed that the person named lodged an appeal in relation to 
2015 National Reserve and Young Farmers Scheme.  The Appeals legislation was amended in 
December 2016 to allow such appeals to be dealt with by the Agriculture Appeals Office. Docu-
mentation in relation to the Young Farmers Scheme has been received and the documentation 
relating to the National Reserve is expected to be received shortly, on receipt of which the file 
will  be assigned to an Appeals Officer.  The person named will then be contacted to arrange an 
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oral hearing at a location and time convenient to them.

31/01/2017WRSS02300GLAS Payments

31/01/2017WRSS02400622. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when the next payment run for GLAS applicants is being made to persons who have not yet 
received their payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3792/17]

31/01/2017WRSS02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The most 
recent GLAS payment run was made at the end of last week in respect of the 2016 scheme 
year.  The table below outlines the number of participants paid on this run for both GLAS 1 and 
GLAS 2 and the value of the payments that issued. 

Numbers on Pay run Value - €
GLAS 1 636 €2,337,235
GLAS 2 526 €1,844,943
Total 1,162 €4,182,178
Payment runs will be made on an ongoing basis as applications successfully complete all 

required prepayment checks.

31/01/2017WRSS02600Departmental Staff Data

31/01/2017WRSS02700623. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of staff currently employed in the GLAS section of his Department. [3793/17]

31/01/2017WRSS02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Within my 
Department there are 26 staff assigned to administering the operation of the GLAS scheme 
which includes processing of all GLAS applications and payments, all policy matters associ-
ated with the Scheme and financial control and management of the Scheme.  In addition there 
are 30 inspectorate staff carrying out inspections for GLAS as part of their duties.

31/01/2017WRSS02900Information and Communications Technology

31/01/2017WRSS03000624. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the amount of investment that was made in computer IT software to facilitate the GLAS 
scheme and its payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3794/17]

31/01/2017WRSS03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In the con-
text of the Rural Development Programme (RDP) 2015 - 2020 the Department has delivered 
over twenty new schemes that were supported by  IT capability in  the last two years.  In the 
first two years of the current RDP my Department has already implemented substantially more 
RDP schemes than were implemented over the entire ten year lifetime of the previous RDP 
programme.  This rate of delivery would not have been possible without the availability of high 
quality complex IT software systems to support the business units in operating these schemes.  
Since 2014 my Department has adopted a policy of implementing fully digital end-to-end sup-
port for all but the smallest of schemes.

The Department is delivering the vast majority of these schemes by enhancing the capability 
of its Generic Claims Processing System (GCPS) with support from its Geospatial Information 
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System (GIS), Land Parcel Information System (LPIS) and Agriculture Field Inspection and 
Testing System (AFIT).  This approach has been very successful in delivering schemes and was 
particularly effective in the implementation of the application submission process for GLAS 
where the Department used available datasets to identify the appropriate actions to be carried 
out on holdings.  

The GCPS system currently supports the various GLAS, TAMS II, Knowledge Transfer and 
Organic Farming Schemes in addition to the AEOS and TAMS I schemes under the previous 
Rural Development Plan.  

My Department has an excellent record in the delivery of high quality IT systems.  In that 
respect my Department is ahead of the rest of our European partners. 

In the period from 2014 to date a total of €7,540,383.30 has been spent in the develop-
ment, maintenance and enhancement of the GCPS software.  A specific figure is not assigned to 
any one particular scheme, which the software supports, as much of the functionality operates 
across schemes. Specific costs can however be associated with GLAS for the work carried out 
on GIS and AFIT.  Details of expenditure (including VAT) by year in the period 2014-2016 is 
detailed in the table 1 below.

Table 1 – Breakdown of expenditure on the GLAS Schemes

Year GCPS (*)  -  € AFIT  (RDP Related 
Work) - €

AFIT (RDP Related 
Work) - €

2014 1,688,432.88 160,000
2015 2,551,309.67 68,732.00 160,000
2016 3,300,640.65 168,123 200,000
TOTAL 7,540,383.30 236,855.00 520,000
* The GCPS system also provides support for other schemes such as TAMS, Knowledge 

Transfer and On-farm Investment Schemes

31/01/2017WRSS03200GLAS Payments

31/01/2017WRSS03300625. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of persons who have received their payment to date under the GLAS scheme. 
[3795/17]

31/01/2017WRSS03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The table 
below sets out the number of farmers and the value of payments in respect of the 2016 Scheme 
year that have issued to date for both GLAS 1 and GLAS 2.

- Numbers Paid Amount
GLAS 1 19,862 €70,770,486.57
GLAS 2 8,663 €30,718,576.69
Total 28,525 €101,489,063.26

31/01/2017WRSS03500Tuberculosis Eradication Programme Payments

31/01/2017WRSS03600626. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of compensation payment in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [3803/17]
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31/01/2017WRSS03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The primary 
compensation scheme for farmers whose herds are affected by TB is the On-Farm Market Valu-
ation Scheme under which compensation is payable for cattle removed as reactors.  Entitlement 
to compensation is conditional on Herdowners/Keepers complying with the provisions of na-
tional/EU legislative requirements and controls. In relation to the herdowner in question, my 
Department has received the results of further testing carried out on his holding.  This together 
with additional information that the herdowner has recently submitted, to address a number of 
management issues identified on his holding, are currently being assessed.  Any compensation 
due will issue on completion of that assessment. 

31/01/2017WRSS03800Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

31/01/2017WRSS03900627. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a farm payment in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3807/17]

31/01/2017WRSS04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named commenced their AEOS contract on 1st September 2011.  Payment has issued for the 
2011-2015 Scheme years.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System must take place.  As all AEOS 2 participants will be receiving their final payments 
under the scheme,  re-checks on payments made for all scheme years must be completed before 
final payment can be processed.  Officials are working through these files and payment will be 
made as soon as possible.

31/01/2017WRSS04100GLAS Payments

31/01/2017WRSS04200628. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3810/17]

31/01/2017WRSS04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full entitlements in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

The 85% payment for 2016 has been processed and payment has issued to the person named.

31/01/2017WRSS04400GLAS Payments

31/01/2017WRSS04500629. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when respective GLAS payments will be made to persons (details supplied) in view of the 
fact that their payments were due in October 2016; if he will intervene to ensure payments are 
processed by the end of January 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3821/17]

31/01/2017WRSS04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The persons 
named were approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016.  

The first payment due to the persons named is in respect of the 2016 scheme year.  During 
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the 2016 prepayment checking process, issues were identified with the commonage action for 
both of these applications.  Department officials are examining these issues with a view to re-
solving and further processing the application for payment at the earliest opportunity.

31/01/2017WRTT00150GLAS Applications

31/01/2017WRTT00200630. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when an issue will be resolved in relation to a GLAS scheme application by a person 
(details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [3850/17]

31/01/2017WRTT00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full entitlements in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

During the 2016 prepayment checks an issue was identified in relation to crosschecks with 
other Department databases.  Department officials have examined this issue and have resolved 
it.  The application will now be re-run through the validation checks with a view to making pay-
ment at the earliest opportunity.

31/01/2017WRTT00350TAMS Appeals

31/01/2017WRTT00400631. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision has been made on an appeal of a decision on an animal welfare, safety and nutrient 
storage scheme under a TAMS II application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3863/17]

31/01/2017WRTT00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named applied for grant aid under the Animal Welfare Safety and Nutrient Storage Scheme of 
TAMS II.  On pre-approval inspection of the premises it was established that replacement slats 
had been installed prior to approval being issued.  This is a breach of the Terms and Conditions 
of the Scheme and the application was therefore rejected.  Following a review, the decision to 
reject was upheld by this Department and a letter to that effect has issued to the person named 
on 26 January 2017.  The person concerned now has the option of appealing this decision to 
the Agriculture Appeals Office, Kilminchey Court, Kilminchey, Portlaoise, Co Laois within 
three months of the decision date of 26 January 2017.

31/01/2017WRTT00550GLAS Payments

31/01/2017WRTT00600632. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3912/17]

31/01/2017WRTT00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full entitlements in respect of the 2015 scheme year.

During the 2016 prepayment checks issues were identified with the cross checks on the 
Basic Payment Scheme application of the person named.  Department officials are examining 
these issues with a view to resolving and further processing the application for payment at the 
earliest opportunity.
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31/01/2017WRTT00750Horse Racing Ireland

31/01/2017WRTT00800633. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on whether it is legal to confine some Irish mares’ horse races to Irish bred horses only.  
[3934/17]

31/01/2017WRTT00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Horse Racing 
Ireland (HRI) is a commercial state body established under the Horse and Greyhound Racing 
Act, 2001, and is responsible for the overall administration, promotion and development of the 
horse racing industry.

The organisation of horse racing is not a matter for my Department.  The setting of race 
programmes is entirely a matter for Horse Racing Ireland, which have dedicated Fixtures and 
Programmes Committees to set the race fixtures and race programmes, taking various factors 
into account, including race patterns and race horse ages and population statistics.  I understand 
from HRI that there are no races programmed by it that restrict entries to Irish bred horses only.

31/01/2017WRTT00925Agriculture Cashflow Support Loan Scheme

31/01/2017WRTT01000634. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
date that the agriculture cash loan support scheme will become available for farmers to apply 
for.  [3937/17]

31/01/2017WRTT01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am pleased 
to announce the launch of the “Agriculture Cashflow Support Loan Scheme” today.  One of 
my priorities has been to address the impact of the change in the sterling exchange rate and 
lower commodity prices in some sectors, which have caused cash flow difficulties for farmers.  
The Scheme was developed in co-operation with the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland 
(SBCI), which has confirmed that AIB, Bank of Ireland and Ulster Bank will distribute the 
loans, making €150 million available to farmers throughout Ireland at interest rates of 2.95%.  
It will provide farmers with a low cost, flexible source of working capital and will allow them 
to pay down more expensive forms of short-term debt, ensuring the ongoing financial sustain-
ability of viable farming enterprises.

The SBCI has demonstrated its commitment to the agriculture sector and has worked with 
my Department to get this product to the market in a timely manner.  I welcome the participa-
tion of the main banks, which will ensure nation-wide coverage for the scheme.  The fact that 
most farmers will have an existing relationship with the participating banks should facilitate the 
loan application process.

31/01/2017WRTT01150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

31/01/2017WRTT01200635. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a payment for 2012 did not issue to a person (details supplied); and when the payment 
will issue. [3945/17]

31/01/2017WRTT01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the person named on 20 
April 2012.  The application was processed and as the land area claimed was subject to a review 
payment did not issue.  This review is now complete and the application is fully processed with 
payment due to issue shortly.
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31/01/2017WRTT01350Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Appeals

31/01/2017WRTT01400636. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason a person’s file (details supplied) has not been sent from his Department to the 
Agriculture Appeals Office despite numerous requests from the appeals office; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3975/17]

31/01/2017WRTT01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion under the 2015 Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) scheme was received from the person 
named on 29 April 2015.  On processing of the application it was identified that not all scheme 
eligibility criteria were met, resulting in a rejection of the application for payment.  At that point 
additional correspondence was submitted by the person named, which on examination was not 
sufficient to overturn the original decision.  The applicant was advised of this position and of 
his right to seek a review from the Agricultural Appeals Office.  

When seeking this review the person named submitted new additional information which ne-
cessitates a re-examination of the original decision.  This examination is ongoing at present 
with a view to advising the Appeals Office of the most up to date position at the earliest stage 
possible.

31/01/2017WRTT01550Agriculture Scheme Appeals

31/01/2017WRTT01600637. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if his Department can take whatever time it sees fit to send files to the Agriculture Appeals 
Board; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3976/17]

31/01/2017WRTT01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
Agriculture Appeals Regulations the Director of the Agriculture Appeals Office may fix the pe-
riod within which files requested by that Office from my Department should be provided.  This 
period is currently set at two weeks.  

My Department is committed to adhering to this deadline in respect of all requests for files 
made to it by the Agriculture Appeals Office.  In some cases there are valid reasons for a delay 
in returning files and, in such circumstances, my Department liaises with the Agriculture Ap-
peals Office with a view to providing the file requested as soon as is practicable.

31/01/2017WRTT01750Agriculture Scheme Appeals

31/01/2017WRTT01800638. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will introduce a regulation whereby if his Department has not sent a file to the agricul-
tural appeals board within one month the appeal will go in favour of the person; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3977/17]

31/01/2017WRTT01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Agricul-
ture Appeals Regulations provide that the Director of Agriculture Appeals may fix the period 
within which the files requested by the Agriculture Appeals Office should be provided.  This 
period is currently set at two weeks.  

Fair procedures require that the Agriculture Appeals Office hears both sides of appeal cases.  
Every effort is being made by the Agriculture Appeals Office to ensure my Department returns 
the file within the required timeframe.
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31/01/2017WRTT01950Agriculture Scheme Appeals

31/01/2017WRTT02000639. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the status 
of an application for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3979/17]

31/01/2017WRTT02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Agri-
culture Appeals Office has confirmed that the person named lodged an appeal on 10 February 
2016.  A decision letter issued 4 July 2016 notifying the person named of the outcome of the ap-
peal.  Additional information was provided by the person named and, following consideration 
of that information, a revised appeal decision issued on 17 January 2017.

31/01/2017WRTT02150Transfer of Entitlements Application

31/01/2017WRTT02200640. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3982/17]

31/01/2017WRTT02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2016 Transfer of Entitlements application to my Department seeking the 
transfer of entitlements by Inheritance.  Additional documentation required to process this ap-
plication was sought from the legal representatives of the deceased on 13th December 2016.  
Following receipt of this information, the Transfer application was fully processed, an accep-
tance letter was issued and payment issued under the 2016 Basic Payment Scheme to the person 
named on 26th January 2017. 

31/01/2017WRTT02350Fish Quotas

31/01/2017WRTT02400641. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the alloca-
tion by segment of mackerel quotas for 2017; the criteria for any proposed change; the strategy 
to ensure equity in this sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3999/17]

31/01/2017WRTT02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I decided that, 
without prejudice, there is a case for  a review of the policy on allocations between the RSW 
Pelagic segment and the polyvalent segment of the fleet, taking account of a request by the 
Irish South &West Fish Producers Organisation.  In that regard, I am restricting consideration 
to the increased  quota for Ireland in 2017 over that in 2016.  It is important to note that I have 
not made any decision at this time to change the allocations between the segments in respect 
of this part of the quota.  All relevant issues will be carefully evaluated and subject to a full 
consultation with stakeholders before I decide if any amendment to the policy is justified for 
the proper and effective management of the mackerel fishery.  I circulated an information paper 
to all stakeholders through the Department’s website and by means of an advertisement in the 
national press.  Stakeholders are invited to submit  views on this matter in writing to: macker-
elconsultation@agriculture.gov.ie  by 28th  February 2017.

To support transparency in this process, it is intended that all views received on the Con-
sultation Document and/or any clarification provided will be publically made available on the 
Department’s website.  During the period when the formal consultation is open (to the end of 
February), I have made clear that do not intend to meet any parties on this matter.  Following 
the closure of the formal consultation process, any meeting that may be held with stakeholders 
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will be open to all interested stakeholders that have engaged in the public consultation.  

Furthermore, as an interim measure, I have allocated the 2016 quota level (75,837 tonnes) 
in accordance with policy.  In that regard, I have written to the relevant Producer Organisations 
(POs) seeking their support for a voluntary quota balancing arrangement for the 2016 RSW pe-
lagic segment mackerel fishery in respect of landings arising from the application of the landing 
obligation.  I asked the POs to make contact with their members and encourage them to agree, 
that any amounts landed in excess of their allocated quota in 2016, arising from the application 
of the landing obligation, as recorded by the SFPA in 2016, be deducted from their 2017 alloca-
tion.  I  have held back 6% of this quota (75,837 tonnes) in order to allow the voluntary quota 
balancing scheme to be progressed.  I have received the completed documents agreeing to the 
scheme from one PO and am awaiting the formal response from the other PO.  

My Department is currently awaiting the final figures from the Sea Fisheries Protection 
Authority to determine excess landings of mackerel in 2016 in the Tier 1 and Tier 2 polyvalent 
segment, arising from the application of  the landing obligation.  On receipt of the figures, I will 
consider the possibility of asking the Producer Organisation to implement a  voluntary scheme 
for Tier 1 and Tier 2 polyvalent segment vessels as proposed for the RSW pelagic segment.  As 
soon as this voluntary payback scheme is finalised, I will be in a position to allocate the 6% of 
the mackerel quota held back for this purpose.

31/01/2017WRTT02550GLAS Payments

31/01/2017WRTT02600642. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason for the delay in a 2016 GLAS payment for a person (details supplied) in County Done-
gal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4000/17]

31/01/2017WRTT02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016.

The first payment due to the person named is in respect of the 2016 scheme year.  During the 
2016 prepayment checks an issue was identified with the Farmland Habitat, Private Natura ac-
tion that requires further examination.  Department officials are actively working to resolve this 
issue with a view to further processing the application for payment at the earliest opportunity.

31/01/2017WRTT02750Agriculture Scheme Eligibility

31/01/2017WRTT02800643. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason his Department has not sent a file requested by the Agriculture Appeals Office 
for a person (details supplied) to the independent appeals office; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [4009/17]

31/01/2017WRTT02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The 2015 
ground eligibility inspection file in respect of the Herd No. detailed has issued to the Agricul-
ture Appeals Office and my Department understands that the file is currently being examined 
by that office. 

The Agriculture Appeals Office will notify the applicant of the outcome on completion of 
the appeals process.
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Animal Disease Controls

31/01/2017WRUU00200644. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
protocols being put in place to combat the recent cases of bird flu here; if his Department’s of-
ficials have identified the source; if his attention has been drawn to any threats to other counties 
such as counties Cavan and Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4240/17]

31/01/2017WRUU00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The H5N8 
strain of avian influenza has been responsible for over 500 of outbreaks of disease in poultry 
and in excess of 430 mortality events in wild birds in Europe since the end of October 2016.  It 
is a highly pathogenic strain of avian influenza which means that it causes severe disease and 
often death in infected birds.  Its spread can be attributed to the movement of wild migratory 
birds and since December 2016 there have been 5 confirmed cases of H5N8 in wild birds in Ire-
land.  It is now likely to be well established in the wild bird population throughout the country.  

On the 23/12/16 this Department announced regulations under the Animal Health and Wel-
fare Act 2013 requiring flock keepers to confine all poultry and captive birds in their posses-
sion or under their control in a secure building to which wild birds, or other animals do not 
have access, and to apply specific bio-security measures.  This is the first time such action has 
been taken by this Department.  The requirement to keep birds confined was extended on the 
23/01/17 and it will remain in place until further notice but will kept under review. 

Bird gatherings (shows, exhibitions and races) are permitted under general licence, subject 
to prior notification and certain bio security conditions. 

This Department emphasises the requirement to confine poultry and other birds, and to ap-
ply strict bio-security measures to prevent the introduction of avian influenza.  Poultry flock 
owners should remain vigilant for any signs of disease in their flocks, and report any disease 
suspicion to their nearest Department Veterinary Office.  A range of biosecurity information 
and advice for people owning different species (ducks, geese, turkeys) and backyard flocks is 
provided on the Department’s website.  Key biosecurity advice has also been published in the 
national press.

Other measures e.g. a bans on hunting, release of game bird or pigeon racing have been con-
sidered and have been ruled out at this time.  The Department continues to monitor the rapidly 
evolving situation and will adjust its measures if necessary.

The Department continues to review all aspects of its contingency arrangements in light of 
any emerging veterinary or scientific information and introduces such measures as are consid-
ered appropriate.  Lessons learned by colleagues in other EU Member States are regularly taken 
into account in our plans.

Brexit Issues

31/01/2017WRUU00400645. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of his Department’s negotiations in view of Brexit; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [4274/17]

31/01/2017WRUU00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Formal nego-
tiations in relation to the UK’s departure from the EU will not commence until after the UK has 
made its notification in accordance with Article 50 of the Treaty on European Union.  Ireland’s 
negotiating position will be coordinated by the Department of the Taoiseach.
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From an agri-food perspective, and given the importance of the UK market for the sector, 
our demand will be for continued free access to the UK market, without tariffs and with mini-
mal additional customs and administrative procedures, and to keep the UK market viable for 
Irish producers by minimising the risk from UK trade agreements with third countries.

In fisheries, we want to maintain current access to fishing grounds in the UK zone in the 
Irish Sea, Celtic Sea and north of Donegal and protect Ireland’s quota share for joint fish stocks.

In the meantime, I and my Department continue to progress our analysis of the likely impli-
cations of Brexit, and to further our engagement with stakeholders, UK and Northern Ireland 
counterparts, Member State colleagues and European institutions.  Among the steps taken to 
date and currently ongoing are:

- a dedicated Brexit unit has been established to co-ordinate all activities;

- a Brexit Response Committee comprised of all relevant Department divisions is now ac-
tive;

- A Stakeholder Consultative Committee has been established;

- Brexit has been added as a standing item to the agenda of the Food Wise 2025 High Level 
Implementation Committee,

- Close consultation with Bord Bia, Bord Iascaigh Mhara and Enterprise Ireland is ongoing 
- significant additional resources were allocated to Bord Bia and BIM in Budget 2017 in order 
to provide Brexit-related supports to affected companies;

- Other Budget 2017 supports for the sector included a new €150 million low-cost loan 
scheme, agri-taxation measures, and increased funding under the Rural Development Pro-
gramme and Seafood Development Programme;

- The Department is feeding into the overall Government response being co-ordinated by 
the Department of the Taoiseach;

- I hosted an All Island Civic Dialogue on 15 December, to which interested stakeholders 
from both sides of the border were invited.  It focused on dairy, cattle, sheep, pigs and poultry.  
Two further events are planned for 1 February (Fisheries) and 8 February (other agri-food sec-
tors);

- My Department is engaging closely with their NI counterparts through the NSMC and 
bilateral meetings, including on specific areas of co-operation; 

- Political engagement with NI and UK counterparts has also increased, including through 
my own recent meetings with NI Minister Michelle McIlveen and UK SoS Andrea Leadsom 
(most recently in Berlin on 22 January 2017).

- At EU level, I am in regular contact with counterparts on the margins of AgriFish Council 
meetings, and arrangements are currently being made for formal bilateral meetings with key 
Member States;

- I have also spoken regularly to Commissioner Hogan (most recently on 26 January 2017), 
and officials have taken part in meetings with the Commission and the Barnier Task Force.

- On the market front, I have met with the CEOs of major UK retailers and I have provided 
an additional €1.6m for Bord Bia in 2016 and €2m in 2017 to assist it in its efforts to promote 
Irish food.  My Department is also active on third country markets with a view to developing 
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new business opportunities for Irish food companies.  In that context I will be leading a trade 
mission to Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates at the end of this month.

All of the Department’s ongoing activities will continue to be informed by the need to se-
cure the best possible outcome for the Irish agri-food sector.  And of course, Ireland will be part 
of the EU 27 team, and looks forward to working with our fellow Member States in delivering 
the best possible result for Ireland and for the EU.

Animal Welfare Bodies

31/01/2017WRUU00600646. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of animal welfare organisations to receive funding; the county in which they were 
based; the amount each received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4277/17]

31/01/2017WRUU00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In December 
2016 I provided ex-gratia funding amounting to €2,460,500 to 137 animal welfare organisations 
involved in delivering animal welfare services throughout the country.  The list of recipients is 
available on my Departments website at:- http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/animalhealthwelfare/
animalwelfare/fundingtoanimalwelfareorganisations/.

GLAS Data

31/01/2017WRUU00800647. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of persons in counties Cavan and Monaghan that have applied for the GLAS 3 scheme; 
the number of applications which have been deemed ineligible; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [4279/17]

31/01/2017WRUU00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Almost 
14,000 GLAS 3 applications received on the GLAS online system, in advance of the scheme 
closing 15 December 2016 are currently being assessed in line with the requirements set out 
in the scheme Terms and Conditions.  The number of applications received for Cavan is 569 
and for Monaghan is 372. 

My Department is currently processing these applications with a view to issuing approvals 
to the applicants  concerned.  Until this process is completed it is not possible to say the number 
of eligible or ineligible applications.

Departmental Funding

31/01/2017WRUU01000648. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
funding supports in place at present for sheep farmers; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4280/17]

31/01/2017WRUU01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There are a 
range of existing supports available to sheep farmers under the BPS, GLAS, TAMS, Knowl-
edge Transfer and ANC schemes.  Added to this is the new Sheep Welfare scheme under the 
Programme for Government in which there was a commitment to the introduction of a scheme 
for sheep farmers under the Rural Development Programme with a budget of some €25 million 
in 2017.  This Sheep Welfare Scheme was launched successfully by my Department last De-
cember and officials from my Department held a series of strongly attended public meetings on 
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the scheme in the last number of weeks.  I am glad to report that applications are being received 
by my Department in high numbers on a daily basis.

 The scheme provides support of €10 per ewe to farmers for undertaking actions which 
make positive contributions to flock welfare.  In designing the scheme, I was conscious that 
the varying challenges faced by sheep farmers in lowland and hill areas would need to be taken 
into account and I believe we have successfully struck this balance.  The end product is a reflec-
tion of the extensive consultations which were carried out by my Department with a range of 
stakeholders, particularly farm organisations, in 2016, in addition to intensive discussions with 
the European Commission. 

The scheme represents a clear acknowledgement of the contribution the sheepmeat sector 
makes to the Irish Agri-Food sector, which in 2016 saw an increase in exports of sheepmeat of 
3% in volume and 4% in value terms to €240 million supporting some 35,000 farm families 
directly, as well as providing several thousand jobs indirectly in rural areas.  This scheme in 
addition to the others outlined above will make a vital contribution to ensuring the continuing 
viability and sustainability of the sheep sector in Ireland.

Departmental Funding

31/01/2017WRUU01200649. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
funding supports in place at present for pig farmers; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [4281/17]

31/01/2017WRUU01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The pig sec-
tor remains a valuable and integral part of the Irish agricultural economy, accounting for 8% of 
Gross Agricultural Output and supporting approximately 7,000 jobs in the rural economy.

My Department announced the opening of the new Pig and Poultry Investment Scheme 
under TAMS II in late 2015.  A total of €395m has been made available for TAMS II schemes 
over the course of the Rural Development Programme period, with some €17m earmarked for 
the pig and poultry sector.  The new scheme is being co-funded by the European Union.

The areas of investment available include: medicine dispenser units, water meters, solar 
panels, heat recovery units/heat pumps, energy efficient boilers, feed system upgrades (for med-
ication reduction and energy efficiency), energy efficient upgrade for farrowing house, weaner 
housing, fattener housing.

The scheme is open to all farmers who meet the eligibility criteria, offering a standard rate 
of 40% on investment up to a ceiling of €80,000.  This investment reflects our ongoing com-
mitment to the growth potential of this important sector and to the modernisation of farming in 
Ireland.

There is also additional funding under the Young Farmer Capital Investment Scheme.  This 
Scheme is jointly funded by the European Union and the national exchequer.  Grant aid will be 
paid on approved, completed and eligible expenditure and shall be paid at the rate of 60% up to 
the applicable maximum investment ceiling of €80,000 per holding. 

In recognition of the importance of the Pig Sector to the economy, in May 2015 my Depart-
ment set up a group representing all stakeholders (producers, processors, specialist pig vets, 
Teagasc and DAFM) in the pig sector with an independent chairperson, Dr. Sean Brady, to 
examine issues in the sector informed by extensive consultations with additional experts.  This 
is one of the recommendations under the Food Wise Strategy. 
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The group consulted widely and met with or received contributions from a wide range of 
bodies.  Their report was finalised in early 2016 with 65 recommendations identified and was 
presented to the Food Wise High Level Implementation Committee in January 2016. 

It was crucial to the development of the Irish pigmeat sector that an appropriate forum was 
established to ensure follow-up on these actions.  Against that background the Department rec-
ommended the appointment of an Implementation Group and proposed the re-convening of the 
stakeholder group chaired by Dr. Sean Brady. 

The Implementation group held their inaugural meeting in November 2016.  The group will 
meet as often as is practicable for the relevant stakeholders to implement the actions and  the 
Chairman will report to the HLIC annually. 

The sector is also supported by Bord Bia’s pigmeat promotions.  Their current campaign will 
be aired for the last time in March, before it is replaced with a new pork and bacon campaign 
due to be rolled out in May, with additional advertising planned for September and October. 

In terms of trade development and market access for the pigmeat sector, my Department 
continues to make these a priority.  Opening markets is of the greatest importance, particularly 
in the context of Brexit, to further increase the market opportunity for Irish food and drink 
internationally.  It is for this reason that we have undertaken major trade missions to Asia and 
Africa in recent times.

Irish pigmeat exports in 2016 increased by 2% in volume while average pig prices were 
almost 2% higher.  This left the value of Irish pigmeat exports up by 4% in 2016 at an estimated 
€615 million.  Net production also increased last year, helped by a significant demand for 
exports, particularly in China, with volumes up an estimated 44% at 65,000 tonnes reflecting 
strengthening demand for product in this market.  China is the second largest market for Irish 
pigmeat exports after the UK, accounting for almost 30% of total exports. Increased volumes 
to International markets, particularly Asia, offset lower shipments to the UK. Market access 
for pigmeat in the Philippines and Vietnam has also provided new market opportunities for 
Irish companies.  These markets have significant potential due to rising per capita wealth and 
urbanisation.

Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Data

31/01/2017WRUU01400650. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers by county in receipt of the ANC payment, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4285/17]

31/01/2017WRUU01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Payment un-
der the 2016 Areas of Natural Constraints commenced on schedule on 21 September 2016.  To 
date payments worth in excess of €198.772m have issued to some 92,579 beneficiaries.  The 
county breakdown of these payments is outlined in the table:

County Number  Paid Amount Paid
Carlow 677 1,439,342.95
Cavan 4,507 9,264,771.80
Clare 5,627 12,737,233.04
Cork 6,479 15,059,664.97
Donegal 7,608 17,579,871.72
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Dublin 130 276,135.53
Galway 10,926 23,377,655.61
Kerry 7,020 16,766,343.81
Kildare 475 895,791.65
Kilkenny 1,607 3,398,045.66
Laois 1,571 3,130,577.29
Leitrim 3,161 6,952,100.67
Limerick 2,693 5,248,058.90
Longford 2,192 4,533,309.06
Louth 689 1,193,760.41
Mayo 10,368 22,124,545.68
Meath 1,230 2,204,264.03
Monaghan 3,768 7,138,916.28
Offaly 2,194 4,250,970.58
Roscommon 5,250 11,009,434.74
Sligo 3,630 7,638,983.34
Tipperary 4,120 8,678,358.85
Waterford 1,292 2,804,088.78
Westmeath 2,455 4,725,007.05
Wexford 1,297 2,419,206.90
Wicklow 1,613 3,876,146.11
Total 92,579 198,722,585.41

Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Eligibility

31/01/2017WRUU01600651. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
current criteria for the ANC payment scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4288/17]

31/01/2017WRUU01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): To be eligible 
for payment under the 2016 Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) Scheme, an applicant in his/
her own right must, in the first instance, comply with the Terms and Conditions of the scheme, 
including the requirements to:

- Hold a valid Herd Number issued by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. 

- Occupy and farm in his/her own right and at his/her own risk a minimum of 3 hectares of 
forage land, situated in an area within the State designated as disadvantaged by the Minister and 
classified as Less Severely Handicapped Lowland or as a Coastal Area with Specific Handicaps 
or as More Severely Handicapped Lowland or as Mountain Type Grazing. 

- Submit a valid 2016 Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) and other area based application form. 

- Apply for the ANC scheme by ticking the appropriate box on the BPS application form 

- Undertake to farm and manage the land applied on in 2016, for the full calendar year. 

- Comply with Cross Compliance requirements set down in EU legislation (Directives and 
Regulations) on the environment, food safety, animal health and welfare, and plant health and 
must maintain the farm in good agricultural and environmental condition (GAEC). 
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- Maintain a minimum stocking rate of 0.15 livestock units per forage hectare for a period 
of seven consecutive months

- Maintain an annual average stocking density of 0.15 livestock units per forage hectares.

Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme

31/01/2017WRUU01800652. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will address the concerns of farmers in counties Cavan and Monaghan that changes to the ANC 
payment scheme’s criteria will leave thousands of farmers ineligible for any new scheme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [4289/17]

31/01/2017WRUU01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Article 32 of 
EU Regulation 1305/2013 requires all member states to implement a new system for designat-
ing eligible areas under the Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) scheme from 2018 at the latest.  
At present, eligible land under the scheme is designated by reference to criteria such as stocking 
density, family farm income, population density and the percentage of the working population 
engaged in agriculture.  

Under the new system of designation which must be introduced in 2018, eligible areas will 
have to be designated on the basis of biophysical criteria.  The criteria set out in the legislation 
are:

- Low temperature

- Dryness

- Excess soil moisture

- Limited soil drainage

- Unfavourable texture and stoniness

- Shallow rooting depth

- Poor chemical properties

- Steep slope.

My Department has commenced work on this project, and relevant technical experts are 
currently sourcing and analysing the data in relation to the new criteria.  This analysis will iden-
tify areas deemed to be facing natural constraints, which will in parallel be subjected to a refine-
ment process.

Once this process is complete, the draft data will provide the basis for the identification of 
eligible areas for ANC.  It is envisaged that stakeholders will be consulted as this process de-
velops.

Deer Culls

31/01/2017WRUU02000653. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the role his Department plays in organising deer culls in areas where they are becoming 
common and are roaming on farmland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4330/17]
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31/01/2017WRUU02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has no direct role in organising the culling of deer.  Under the Wildlife Acts responsibility 
for the management of the wild deer population on public lands rests with the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service (NPWS) of the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs. 

 In conjunction with the NPWS we are currently co-funding a limited cull of wild deer in a 
small area of County Wicklow to address the concerns of landowners across a range of issues 
such as road safety, disease control, broadleaf tree and crop stripping.  The Group is comprised 
of representatives of local farmers, the Irish Deer Management Forum (IDMF), the Wicklow 
Deer Management Partnership (WDMP) and both Government Departments.

GLAS Applications

31/01/2017WRUU02200654. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an application fro a GLAS payment by a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4353/17]

31/01/2017WRUU02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received full entitlements for the 2015 scheme year.

During the 2016 prepayment checks an issue was identified with the Commonage action.  
Department officials are actively working to resolve this issue with a view to further processing 
the application for payment at the earliest opportunity.

GLAS Data

31/01/2017WRUU02400655. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of persons awaiting payments under the green low carbon agri-environment schemes 
for 2016 in counties Sligo, Leitrim, Donegal and Cavan; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4390/17]

31/01/2017WRUU02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The following 
table sets out the total number of GLAS participants for counties Sligo, Leitrim, Donegal and 
Cavan and the numbers that have received payment and that are awaiting payment in respect of 
the 2016 scheme year. 

 - Number of applica-
tions active in GLAS

Number of Paid 
cases

Number of Unpaid 
Cases

Sligo 1,330 1,095 235
Leitrim 1,464 1,182 282
Donegal 3,002 2,259 743
Cavan 1,364 1,098 266
My Department is continuing to review unpaid cases with a view to paying those who pass 

all of the regulatory checks and validations as soon as possible.

Question No. 656 withdrawn.
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31/01/2017WRVV00250TAMS Payments

31/01/2017WRVV00300657. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a TAMS II payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [4485/17]

31/01/2017WRVV00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The applicant 
has applied for investments under the Young Farmer Capital Investment Scheme of TAMS II. 
The case was selected for a prepayment inspection where verification of payment was required. 
The Department will be in touch with the applicant when the case is finalised.

31/01/2017WRVV00450Single Payment Scheme Data

31/01/2017WRVV00500658. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the to-
tal number of applications for single farm payments, by county, in each of the years from 2013 
to 2016; the total value of payments made by county for each of the same years, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4512/17]

31/01/2017WRVV00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As requested, 
please see below breakdown of applications for Single Farm/Basic payments by county, in each 
of the years 2013 to 2016 and the total value of payments made by county for each of the same 
years.

2013 2014 2015 2016

COUNTY No_Elig_
Apps

AMT_PAID No_Elig_
Apps

AMT_PAID No_Elig_
Apps

AMT_PAID No_Elig_
Apps

AMT_PAID

CARLOW 1620 24,133,369.89 1598 23,803,873.86 1678 23,617,819.46 1608 22,859,234.70

CAVAN 4699 34,987,556.47 4660 33,827,283.03 4878 34,589,201.90 4737 34,202,997.40

CLARE 6020 47,127,439.78 5970 45,515,093.75 6130 46,315,390.59 5973 45,937,092.10

CORK 12861 164,479,806.15 12725 161,341,571.06 13347 159,461,046.36 12848 156,008,558.00

DONEGAL 7998 47,720,194.87 7902 46,615,887.95 8517 52,220,855.37 8265 53,398,116.10

DUBLIN 612 8,964,355.60 607 8,738,280.44 649 8,836,712.45 627 8,744,051.19

GALWAY 11834 78,694,712.41 11695 76,315,997.91 12164 80,810,519.77 11844 81,118,482.40

KERRY 7590 57,461,913.94 7514 55,932,173.03 7812 61,117,365.91 7611 62,067,559.00

KILDARE 2047 31,175,275.42 2027 30,608,665.28 2142 30,300,901.69 2063 29,528,344.40

KILKENNY 3429 54,136,487.73 3397 52,951,182.54 3528 51,466,158.04 3387 49,828,348.00

LAOIS 2914 40,182,166.58 2878 39,460,986.35 3030 38,492,051.07 2919 37,403,434.10

LEITRIM 3349 17,350,695.91 3321 16,885,447.85 3499 19,001,289.37 3399 19,164,357.20

LIMERICK 5049 51,168,582.92 4984 49,715,888.53 5178 49,682,566.71 5007 48,946,660.00

LONGFORD 2335 19,604,466.97 2300 18,957,450.15 2418 19,015,326.99 2340 18,626,739.70

LOUTH 1484 19,536,275.85 1464 19,290,234.52 1568 19,031,998.14 1510 18,587,208.50

MAYO 11353 59,491,238.74 11225 57,581,732.60 11704 65,245,318.54 11353 66,276,352.60

MEATH 3707 54,497,107.97 3665 53,536,353.99 3891 52,397,888.67 3757 51,007,293.50

MONAGHAN 3938 30,100,853.07 3899 29,041,540.16 4107 28,654,424.59 3987 28,039,360.70

OFFALY 2995 36,006,627.13 2968 35,325,212.47 3175 35,100,693.84 3019 34,273,558.50

ROSCOMMON 5618 40,138,248.64 5571 38,987,167.02 5800 40,156,017.58 5620 39,507,282.90

SLIGO 3897 22,555,273.49 3856 21,834,415.58 4030 23,343,802.44 3909 23,747,269.50

TIPPERARY 6876 99,521,892.99 6809 97,349,826.93 7153 95,264,487.07 6851 92,532,685.70

WATERFORD 2389 38,205,177.98 2368 37,646,987.49 2503 37,191,781.00 2388 36,364,600.10

WESTMEATH 2905 33,183,944.49 2870 32,330,978.23 3041 32,059,962.64 2946 31,678,706.10

WEXFORD 3987 60,100,853.14 3947 59,004,360.36 4171 58,302,758.11 4037 56,570,999.00

WICKLOW 2071 27,562,848.97 2052 26,924,184.70 2191 28,048,111.57 2135 27,703,916.60

Total 123577 1,198,087,367.10 122272 1,169,522,775.78 128304 1,189,724,449.87 124140 1,174,123,207.99

31/01/2017WRVV00650Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Data
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31/01/2017WRVV00700659. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
percentage of each county which is eligible for an areas of natural constraint payment; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [4513/17]

31/01/2017WRVV00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Article 31 and 
32 of EU Regulation 1305/2013 provides for the Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) scheme.  
At present, eligible land under the scheme is designated disadvantaged by reference to criteria 
such as stocking density, family farm income, population density and the percentage of the 
working population engaged in agriculture.

Following is a breakdown of the total percentage of area designated as disadvantaged in 
each county.

County % overall area designated as Disadvantaged 
Carlow 37
Cavan 100
Clare 100
Cork 52
Donegal 100
Dublin 15
Galway 100
Kerry 100
Kildare 20
Kilkenny 42
Laois 53
Leitrim 100
Limerick 48
Longford 100
Louth 41
Mayo 100
Meath 24
Monaghan 100
Offaly 74
Roscommon 100
Sligo 100
Tipperary 59
Waterford 52
Westmeath 83
Wexford 34
Wicklow 86

31/01/2017WRVV00850Beef Data and Genomics Programme

31/01/2017WRVV00900660. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will clarify an issue with regard to registering a newborn calf online (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [4543/17]

31/01/2017WRVV01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The online 
registration facility caters for keepers that wish to register calves electronically.  Some keepers 
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supply data additional to the minimum requirement for registration because they are partici-
pants in the Beef Data Genomic Scheme or they are members of ICBF.

The declaration referred to in the question is at step 2 of the online registration facility for 
bovines.  The wording of the declaration states that “I understand that the additional informa-
tion is only required for ICBF and Beef Data Genomics programme purposes and, where pro-
vided, will be transferred to ICBF”.

Where no additional information is supplied in such circumstances there will be no transfer 
of data to ICBF in relation to that registration.

31/01/2017WRVV01050Departmental Correspondence

31/01/2017WRVV01100661. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a response has not yet been issued to correspondence he has received from a person (de-
tails supplied) in which the sender outlines a number of very serious concerns relating to a food 
production facility; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4544/17]

31/01/2017WRVV01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I wish to ad-
vise that a response has issued from my office to the person concerned.

The details provided appear to outline a civil dispute between private parties.  While the 
allegations outlined are cause for concern, I cannot become involved in private disputes and 
would advise those concerned to seek independent legal advice. 

31/01/2017WRVV01250Live Exports

31/01/2017WRVV01300662. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 257 of 2 February 2016, the progress which has been 
made to ease these restrictions since that date; if he has discussed this matter with his Chinese 
Government counterpart; the role he has taken to date to persuade the Chinese authorities to 
lift these restrictions; if his attention has been drawn to the devastating impact the imposition 
of these rules is having on the industry here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4617/17]

31/01/2017WRVV01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In my reply 
to the Deputy on 2 February 2016 I set out the details of steps which had been taken up to that 
point by the Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA) to seek a resolution to the issue with the 
Chinese import authorities and the Irish live crab exporters on this issue.  The SFPA continues 
to work on a technical level with Chinese import control officials on this supported by Embassy 
colleagues in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.  A visit to Irish Crab production and 
state laboratory facilities by Chinese import control officials was hosted in May 2016 follow-
ing on from which there has been reciprocal technical correspondence between SFPA and their 
Chinese counterparts on the matter.  In September 2016 SFPA formed part of the trade mission 
which I led to Asia where this matter was again explored.  I understand that the Chinese offi-
cials are currently reviewing an action plan which Ireland has submitted.

31/01/2017WRVV01450Departmental Staff Data

31/01/2017WRVV01500663. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
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number of staff under the aegis of his Department who are clerical officers, staff officers or at 
equivalent grades; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4931/17]

31/01/2017WRVV01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has the following staff in the clerical officer and staff officer grades as of 31 December 
2016: 

Grade Number FTE (Full-Time Equivalent)
Clerical Officer 746 666.52
Staff Officer 52 47.16
Given the broad remit of my Department we have a wide range of technical and professional 

grades some of whom share points of salary with the Clerical Officer grade.

31/01/2017WRVV01650Waste Management Data

31/01/2017WRVV01700664. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the percentage of households availing of a three bin service, by local author-
ity, in 2016 and in each of the past three years; the steps being taken to ensure that more house-
holds are covered by such services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4031/17]

31/01/2017WRVV01800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The most recent published figures for the number of households availing of a three 
bin collection service are set out in the report Performance Indicators in Local Authorities 2015 
which indicates that approximately 575,000 or 35% of households are availing of such a ser-
vice.  A copy of the report is available on the Local Government Management Agency website 
at -http://www.lgma.ie/sites/default/files/2015-pi-report.pdf.

Under the European Union (Household Food Waste and Bio-waste) Regulations 2015, 
household waste collectors are required to provide, or arrange for the provision of a separate 
collection service for food waste from households in designated brown bin areas. In accor-
dance with the Regulatory Impact Assessment prepared for these Regulations, the roll-out of 
the brown bin has been phased in on a progressive basis, commencing on 1st July 2013.  The 
timetable for when the Regulations take effect is as follows:

- 1st July 2013, for population centres greater than 25,000 persons;

- 31st December 2013, for population centres greater than 20,000 persons;

- 1st July 2014, for population centres greater than 10,000 persons;

- 1st July 2015, for population centres greater than 1,500 persons, and

- 1st July 2016, for population centres greater than 500 persons.

Since July of 2013, brown bins have been rolled out to most towns and villages across the 
country.  The provision of a brown bin collection service, where it is technically and environ-
mentally practical to do so, continues to be monitored by my Department, together with the 
regulatory authorities and industry representatives. 

31/01/2017WRVV01850National Broadband Plan Data

31/01/2017WRVV01900665. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
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vironment his role in the implementation of the national broadband plan; the number of homes 
in each county he expects to have 30 mps broadband speed by 2020; the number of businesses 
in each county which will be affected by the plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4101/17]

31/01/2017WRVV02000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Government considers the NBP to be one of the most significant investments 
in rural Ireland for decades, and one which will transform society, akin to rural electrification in 
the last century.  The strategy for broadband roll-out, the National Broadband Plan (NBP), aims 
to deliver high speed broadband services to every city, town, village and individual premises in 
Ireland. This is being achieved through a combination of commercial investment by the tele-
communications sector and a State Intervention in those areas where commercial investment 
has not been fully demonstrated.

A key principle of the NBP is to support and stimulate commercial investment through 
policy and regulatory measures. Commercial investment since the publication of the NBP has 
considerably exceeded expectations. To date, the commercial telecommunications sector has 
invested over €2.5bn in upgrading and modernising networks which support the provision of 
high speed broadband and mobile telecoms services.

Currently, approximately 1.4m premises in Ireland can get high speed broadband from com-
mercial service providers and investment by the telecoms sector is continuing to expand this 
footprint.

The High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie shows the 
current extent of the State Intervention area:

- The areas marked BLUE represent those areas where commercial telecommunications 
providers are either currently delivering or have previously indicated plans to deliver high 
speed broadband services;

- The areas marked AMBER on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the target areas 
for the State Intervention, which are the subject of the current procurement process. It is intend-
ed that premises within this area will have access to services of at least 30 megabits per second 
when the procurement process is completed and the network rolled out.

The map provides information on a county by county basis with a breakdown of coverage 
across the townlands in every county. 

The Department is actively monitoring the commercial deployment plans in the BLUE ar-
eas to ensure that all premises can get access to services. In this regard, direct feedback from 
consumers is important and if customers in these areas cannot access high speed broadband 
services, I would encourage them to contact my Department directly at broadband@dccae.gov.
ie, quoting their address and Eircode and giving details of providers they have contacted with 
a view to obtaining services. 

A formal procurement process is now in train to select a company or companies who will 
roll-out a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention Area. The Depart-
ment will also shortly update the High Speed Broadband map and finalise this Intervention 
Area for bidders, taking into account any industry investments that have not materialised and 
potential other new investments. 

The procurement process is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers 
a future-proofed network that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years. 
Intensive dialogue with bidders is continuing and the three bidders have indicated that they 
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are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-home solution. This provides for a future proofed 
solution for the  25 years of the contract and beyond.  A fibre-to-the-home solution means that 
householders and businesses may get speeds not just of 30 Megabits per second but much 
higher, potentially up to 1000 Megabits per second.

The timeframe for the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors includ-
ing the complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team and bidders, during the 
procurement process. During the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, 
telecommunications service providers indicated a 3-5 year timeline to roll out a network of the 
scale envisaged under the NBP. As part of the competitive process, the Department will engage 
with winning bidder(s) on the best roll-out strategy, in order to target areas of particularly poor 
service, business needs and/or high demand. This will need to be balanced with the most ef-
ficient network roll-out plan. A prioritisation programme will be put in place in this regard, in 
consultation with the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs. A de-
tailed roll-out plan for the network will be published once contract(s) are in place. 

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the roll-out of the 
network once a contract is awarded. In this regard, Minister Humphreys is leading on the es-
tablishment of two regional action groups, working with Local Authorities, Local Enterprise 
Offices and other relevant agencies to help accelerate the broadband network build in rural 
Ireland, once a contract(s) has been awarded.

In a further positive initiative, last July, I established a Mobile Phone and Broadband Task-
force with my colleague Minister Humphreys to address immediate issues in relation to the 
quality of mobile phone and broadband coverage.  The Taskforce report is available at the fol-
lowing link: http://www.dccae.gov.ie/communications/en-ie/Pages/Publication/Report-of-the-
Mobile-Phone-and-Broadband-Taskforce.aspx

I have signed Regulations allowing ComReg to proceed with an early 2017 auction of the 
3.6GHz radio spectrum band, to provide an 86% increase in total spectrum available for mobile 
and fixed wireless services.  I have also secured €8m for RTE which will allow it to free up the 
700MHz spectrum band, to provide enhanced mobile services.

In the meantime, my Department continues to liaise closely with industry and relevant other 
Departments and agencies to assist in the commercial deployment of telecommunications net-
works.

These investments should assist in significantly improving the coverage and quality of 
broadband and mobile voice and data services throughout the country. 

31/01/2017WRVV02050Metropolitan Area Networks Programme

31/01/2017WRVV02100666. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the percentage of commercial customers who have availed of the metropolitan 
area networks, MANs, installed in rural Ireland; the actions to be taken as per action point 240 
in the action plan for rural development; if the take up of the MANs can be improved, including 
through a review of the pricing and other arrangements relating to connections; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4107/17]

31/01/2017WRVV02200667. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the percentage of commercial customers who have availed of the metropolitan 
area networks, MANs, installed in rural Ireland; the actions to be taken as per action point 240 
in the action plan for rural development (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter. [4249/17]

31/01/2017WRVV02300685. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the State entity which owns the metropolitan area networks, MANs, asset port-
folio; the current book value and estimated market value of the portfolio; his plans to sell the 
MANs portfolio; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4379/17]

31/01/2017WRVV02400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 666, 667 and 685 together. 

The State invested in the construction of 88 Metropolitan Area Networks (MANs), covering 
94 regional cities and towns, over the period 2002- 2009.  The Local Authorities in which the 
MANs are situated are the legal owners of the MANs and the Minister is the beneficial owner 
thereof.

The MANs infrastructure provides a link between national backhaul networks and the “last 
mile” access networks that deliver telecommunications services to citizens and businesses.  
These wholesale, open access fibre networks are operated and managed in a commercial man-
ner, on behalf of the State, by a Managed Services Entity (MSE), enet.  Currently, over 60 op-
erators use the MANs infrastructure, and there are some 2,500 connections to the MANs.

It is estimated that in excess of 600,000 business users and individuals are benefitting from 
the MANs, including industrial estates, multinationals, SMEs, State entities, educational insti-
tutions, together with fixed and mobile customers outside Dublin.  It is not possible to provide 
information relating to the percentage of commercial customers, since data relating to end cus-
tomers is a matter for each individual service provider.

There are no plans to sell the MANs and in this regard, no valuation exercise has been 
carried out to assess the current market value of the MANs.  A recent retrospective review of 
the MANs Programme carried out by my officials concluded that the MANs have played, and 
continue to play, an important role in driving competition in the regions and attracting foreign 
direct investment to the cities and towns where they are located.  The creation of the MANs as 
an exclusive fibre network facilitates service providers, large and small, in responding to the 
ongoing growth in demand for bandwidth capacity.  

With reference to the Action Plan for Rural Development, the MSE continues to actively 
encourage licensed operators to utilise the MANs infrastructure. My Department is currently 
making arrangements to carry out an independent evaluation of the operations of the MANs, in-
cluding pricing of the MANs products and services to ensure that they are within market norms. 
Recommendations are also being sought as to proposals to boost further uptake of the MANs.

31/01/2017WRVV02450National Broadband Plan Implementation

31/01/2017WRVV02500668. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when it is expected that the latest broadband development programme can 
deliver the much required service in all areas throughout the country, with particular reference 
to County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4587/17]

31/01/2017WRVV02600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed broadband ser-
vices to every city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland. The Programme for Gov-
ernment commits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved 
through a combination of commercial investment by the telecommunications sector and a State 
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intervention in those areas where commercial investment has not been fully demonstrated.

A key principle of the NBP is to support and stimulate commercial investment through 
policy and regulatory measures. Commercial investment since the publication of the NBP has 
considerably exceeded expectations. To date, the commercial telecommunications sector has 
invested over €2.5bn in upgrading and modernising networks which support the provision of 
high speed broadband and mobile telecoms services.

Currently, approximately 1.4m premises in Ireland can get high speed broadband from com-
mercial service providers and investment by the telecoms sector is continuing to expand this 
footprint.

The High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie shows the 
current extent of the State Intervention area:

- The areas marked BLUE represent those areas where commercial telecommunications 
providers are either currently delivering or have previously indicated plans to deliver high 
speed broadband services,

- The areas marked AMBER on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the target areas 
for the State Intervention, which are the subject of the current procurement process. It is intend-
ed that premises within this area will have access to services of at least 30 megabits per second 
when the procurement process is completed and the network rolled out.

The Department is actively monitoring the commercial deployment plans in the BLUE ar-
eas to ensure that all premises can get access to services. In this regard, direct feedback from 
consumers is important and if customers in these areas cannot access high speed broadband 
services, I would encourage them to contact my Department directly at broadband@dccae.gov.
ie, quoting their address and Eircode and giving details of providers they have contacted with 
a view to obtaining services. 

A formal procurement process is now in train to select a company or companies who will 
roll-out a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention Area.  The Depart-
ment will also shortly update the High Speed Broadband map and finalise this Intervention 
Area for bidders, taking into account any industry investments that have not materialised and 
potential other new investments. 

Intensive dialogue with bidders is continuing and the three bidders have indicated that they 
are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-home solution. This provides a future proofed so-
lution for the 25 years of the contract and beyond.  A fibre-to-the-home solution means that 
householders and businesses may get speeds not just of 30 Megabits per second but much high-
er, potentially up to 1000 Megabits per second. The procurement process is being intensively 
managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers a future-proofed network that serves homes and 
businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years.

As part of the competitive process, the Department will engage with winning bidder(s) on 
the best roll-out strategy, in order to target areas of particularly poor service, business needs 
and/or high demand. This will need to be balanced with the most efficient network roll-out plan. 
A prioritisation programme will be put in place in this regard, in consultation with the Minister 
for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs. A detailed roll-out plan for the net-
work will be published once contract(s) are in place. 

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the roll out of the 
network once a contract is awarded. In this regard, Minister Humphreys is leading on the es-
tablishment of two regional action groups, working with Local Authorities, Local Enterprise 
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Offices and other relevant agencies to help accelerate the broadband network build in rural 
Ireland, once a contract(s) has been awarded.

In a further positive initiative, last July, I established a Mobile Phone and Broadband Task-
force with my colleague Minister Humphreys to address immediate issues in relation to the 
quality of mobile phone and broadband coverage. The Taskforce report is available at the fol-
lowing link: http://www.dccae.gov.ie/communications/en-ie/Pages/Publication/Report-of-the-
Mobile-Phone-and-Broadband-Taskforce.aspx.

I recently signed Regulations allowing ComReg to proceed with the allocation of spectrum 
in the 3.6GHz band in early 2017. This will provide an 86% increase in total spectrum available 
for mobile and fixed wireless services. I have also secured €8m for RTE which will allow it to 
free up the 700MHz spectrum band, to provide enhanced mobile services.  

In the meantime, my Department continues to liaise closely with industry and relevant other 
Departments and agencies to assist in the commercial deployment of telecommunications net-
works.

These investments should assist in significantly improving the coverage and quality of broad-
band and mobile voice and data services throughout the country, including County Kildare.

31/01/2017WRWW00150Departmental Funding

31/01/2017WRWW00200669. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the reason for the withdrawal of funding which has caused the intergenera-
tional learning programme for persons over 55 years of age to cease; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3749/17]

31/01/2017WRWW00300678. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if he will confirm the withdrawal of funding for the intergenerational learning pro-
gramme for persons over 55 years in DCU; and, if so, whether his attention has been drawn to 
the impact of this decision on older persons in the area. [4016/17]

31/01/2017WRWW00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 669 and 678 together.

I can confirm that I have not withdrawn funding in respect of the Intergenerational Learning 
Programme at DCU, referenced in the Question.  Responsibility for the operation of this pro-
gramme is a matter for DCU.

The Government is committed under the National Digital Strategy to actively support peo-
ple, including in particular older citizens, to move online so that they can reap the economic and 
social benefits of digital inclusion.  

To this end, I recently awarded €2.2m in grant funding, following a competitive call for 
proposals, to 15 organisations to provide basic digital skills training to citizens in 2017.  Under 
my Department’s new Digital Skills for Citizen Scheme which builds on the previous BenefIT 
Programme, classroom training will be provided, free of charge, to 25,761 citizens, in every 
County in the country. 

For the purpose of clarity, I understand that a Grantee under the former BenefIT Programme 
partnered with DCU, among other entities, to meet its training commitments under the pro-
gramme.  In this regard, digital skills training was delivered as a module under DCU’s wider 
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Intergenerational Learning Programme. 

While this Grantee has been successful in receiving funding under the new scheme, deci-
sions relating to the implementation of the digital skills training, including partners, are op-
erational matters for the Grantee and not one in which I have a role.  Grantees are subject 
to compliance with the scheme’s Statement of Requirements and the terms of the grant agree-
ment between the Grantee and my Department. 

Details of the training classes to be made available under the scheme will be published on 
my Department’s website as soon as schedules have been finalised.  I am aware that 8 of the 
15 successful Grantees have committed to provide over 1,000 training places to citizens in the 
Dublin area before the end of March 2017, with additional training to follow throughout the 
remainder of the year.

31/01/2017WRWW00450Telecommunications Services Provision

31/01/2017WRWW00500670. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the progress of the mobile phone and broadband taskforce; the number of times 
the group has met since its formation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3767/17]

31/01/2017WRWW00600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Programme for a Partnership Government gave a commitment to establish a 
Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce to identify immediate solutions to broadband/mobile 
phone coverage deficits and to investigate how better services could be provided to consumers 
prior to full build and roll out of the network planned under the National Broadband Plan State 
intervention (NBP).

The Taskforce, which I co-chaired with my colleague, Minister Humphreys, was established 
in July last year and published its report in December and is available on both our Depart-
ments’ websites.  The report can be accessed in my Department  via  the following link: http://
www.dccae.gov.ie/communications/en-ie/Pages/Publication/Report-of-the-Mobile-Phone-and-
Broadband-Taskforce.aspx.

In producing this report, the Taskforce worked with Government Departments, Local Au-
thorities, the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg), State Agencies, the tele-
coms industry and other key stakeholders. The membership of the group included:

- the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment;

- the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural, and Gaeltacht Affairs;

- the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government;

- the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport;

- the Office of Public Works;

- NewERA;

- Transport Infrastructure Ireland;

- Teagasc;

- Trinity College CTVR (Telecommunications Research Centre);
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- The County and City Management Association (CCMA);

- Irish Rural Link;

- the Irish Country Women’s Association;

- Businesses based in rural Ireland;

- the National Competition and Consumer Protection Commission; and

- an Independent Planning Adviser.

ComReg participated on the Taskforce as an observer in order to provide advice and guid-
ance in its capacity as the independent regulator of the telecommunications market.

The Taskforce met on approximately twenty occasions with a number of helpful initiatives 
emerging in the areas of planning, local authority engagement, and consumer information and 
engagement.

The report of the Taskforce and an Implementation Programme on Mobile Phone and Broad-
band Access, identifies 19 of the 40 actions contained in the report as areas where immediate 
and direct action by Government Departments and State Agencies can ensure accelerated ben-
efits to consumers.

The work of the Taskforce will also assist Local Authorities in preparing for the roll-out of 
the new NBP network once contract(s) are in place.

Arrangements are now in place to deliver the Year 1 actions identified in the Implementation 
Programme.

31/01/2017WRWW00650National Mitigation Plan

31/01/2017WRWW00700671. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the national mitigation plan to transition to a low carbon economy; 
when he anticipates this will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3769/17]

31/01/2017WRWW00800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): As provided for in Section 4(1) of the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 
2015, I, as Minister for Communications, Climate Action and the Environment, must submit a 
National Mitigation Plan (NMP) to Government for approval not later than 10th June 2017. The 
preparation of the plan is designed to be a ‘whole-of-government’ approach to tackling green-
house gas (GHG) emissions. In this context, each Minister with responsibility for the largest 
emitting sectors -  electricity generation, the built environment, transport and agriculture - has 
been requested by Government to develop sectoral mitigation measures. The primary objective 
of the first NMP will be to track implementation of measures already underway and identify 
potential additional measures that, in the medium to longer term, will reduce GHG emissions so 
that we can make progress towards achieving our national transition objective to become a low 
carbon, climate resilient and environmentally sustainable economy by the end of 2050.

Work is well under way on the development of the NMP which must be underpinned by 
appropriate technical, environmental, economic and financial analysis. A statutory consulta-
tion, required under Section 4(8) of the Act, is planned for mid-March 2017 when a draft NMP, 
complete with draft Strategic Environmental and Appropriate Assessment Reports, will be pub-
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lished prior to a final NMP being submitted to Government for approval in early June.

In the interim, I am this week publishing a briefing document on the development of the 
NMP which I hope will help prepare the ground for the statutory consultation to follow in 
mid-March. This briefing document will address the four key sectors concerned and will high-
light some key questions to be considered in terms of how best we should position Ireland in 
taking this first step in achieving the national transition objective by 2050.

31/01/2017WRWW00850Climate Change Policy

31/01/2017WRWW00900672. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when his Department anticipates initiating the national dialogue on climate 
change; the amount of funding that has been allocated to the dialogue; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3771/17]

31/01/2017WRWW01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Programme for a Partnership Government includes a commitment to establish 
a National Dialogue on Climate Change.  This builds on the commitment in the Energy White 
Paper to establish a National Energy Forum to maximise and maintain consensus on the broad 
policy measures set out in the White Paper required to ensure the transition to a low-carbon 
energy future.

It is my intention that the National Dialogue on Climate Change will encompass the role 
envisaged for the National Energy Forum but with a wider focus, to include the examination of 
key infrastructural, land use, security of supply and economic issues that need to be addressed 
in our long-term transition to a low-carbon, climate resilient future.

It is important that the National Dialogue on Climate Change reflects the views of all stake-
holders, including communities, non-government organisations, business, and wider Govern-
ment Departments and Agencies. The Briefing Document on Ireland’s First National Mitigation 
Plan which I am publishing this week, and the formal consultation on a draft plan which will 
commence in mid March, are integral parts of the Dialogue. I will announce full details Na-
tional Dialogue on Climate Change  shortly. An initial allocation of €350,000 has been made in 
2017 towards the Dialogue.

31/01/2017WRWW01050Alternative Energy Projects

31/01/2017WRWW01100673. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the steps he has taken to support the development of solar energy here; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3772/17]

31/01/2017WRWW01200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Programme for Government contains a commitment to facilitate the devel-
opment of solar energy projects in Ireland.  This builds on the Energy White Paper published 
in December 2015 and recognises that solar also has the potential to provide a community divi-
dend, thereby also enhancing citizen participation in Ireland’s energy future.  With this in mind, 
Solar Photovoltaics (PV) is one of the technologies being considered in the context of a new 
support scheme for renewable electricity generation which is under development.

The first Technology Review public consultation on a new renewable support scheme was 
published in 2015 and following the completion of a detailed economic analysis on the viability 
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and cost effectiveness of supporting a range of renewable technologies - including Solar (PV) - 
a second public consultation will be published in 2017.  Details of the next public consultation 
will be advertised on the Department’s website www.dccae.gov.ie.

Before any new scheme is introduced, Government approval and State aid clearance from 
the European Commission will be required. The new support scheme for renewable electricity 
is expected to become available towards the end of 2017.

31/01/2017WRWW01250Better Energy Homes Scheme

31/01/2017WRWW01300674. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount that was invested in the better energy programme in 2016; the amount 
he plans on investing in the scheme in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3773/17]

31/01/2017WRWW01400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Better Energy Programme which is administered by the Sustainable Energy 
Authority of Ireland (SEAI) on behalf of my Department consists of the Better Energy Homes 
Scheme, Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme and Better Energy Communities Scheme.

The Better Energy Homes (BEH) Scheme provides grant aid to private homeowners who 
wish to improve the energy performance of their home. Fixed grants are provided towards 
the cost of a range of measures including attic insulation, wall insulation, heating systems up-
grades, solar thermal panels and accompanying Building Energy Rating (BER). In 2016 over 
15,000 homeowners had energy efficiency works carried out to their homes which resulted in 
€17m being spent on this Scheme.

The Better Energy Warmer Homes (BEWH) Scheme funds energy efficiency improvements 
in the homes of the elderly and vulnerable, making the homes more comfortable, healthier and 
more cost effective to run. In 2016, 6,839 applications were funded under the BEWH scheme 
and the level of funding was just over €20m.

The Better Energy Communities Programme (BEC) aims to encourage community based 
partnerships to improve the thermal and electrical efficiency of the building stock and energy 
poor homes and facilities, encouraging the implementation of deeper and more technically and 
economically challenging measures. These partnerships can be between the public and private 
sectors, domestic and non-domestic sectors, commercial and not-for-profit organisations and 
energy suppliers. The community and business supports leverage considerable additional pri-
vate investment. In 2016, almost €17m in funding was provided to support 36 projects through-
out the country. 

In total, around €100m will be dedicated to energy efficiency and renewable energy projects 
in 2017, which in addition  to the Better Energy Programme  will also provide for a number 
of other programmes including the Warmth and Wellbeing programme, SME and Industrial 
engagement  with energy efficiency, Public Sector Energy Efficiency and Electric Vehicles. 
Across these three strands of the Better Energy Programme, I anticipate investing more than 
€60m in 2017. This funding will clearly demonstrate the continuing potential of the scheme 
to deliver energy efficiency gains and related benefits, such as reduced energy costs and better 
health outcomes.

31/01/2017WRWW01450Renewable Energy Feed in Tariff Scheme Applications
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31/01/2017WRWW01500675. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 536 of 25 October 2016, the amount that 
has been paid on tariffs to date for the 55%, or 171 MWs, of applicants who have been deemed 
compliant for support under the REFIT 3 scheme. [3872/17]

31/01/2017WRWW01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The REFIT 3 (Renewable Energy Feed in Tariff) scheme, which closed at the end 
of 2015, was designed to incentivise the addition of 310 MW of renewable electricity from 
biomass technologies to the Irish electricity grid. The overall cost of renewable energy supports 
is funded through the Public Service Obligation (PSO) levy and published in the annual PSO 
decision by the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER).  The PSO levy is charged to all 
electricity customers in Ireland.

The CER’s role is to calculate the annual PSO levy and help ensure that the scheme is ad-
ministered appropriately. Further information on the CER’s role and relevant legislation can 
be found on the CERs website www.cer.ie. The CER does not publish data on each individual 
REFIT support scheme or the individual renewable energy projects supported. The CER does 
publish an aggregate figure for all payments to renewable energy projects via that PSO, which 
is estimated to be €269.7 million for the PSO period 2016/2017.

The 171 MW figure referred to by the Deputy is only for projects that are compliant with 
the REFIT 3 scheme and have therefore received a letter of offer from my Department. Not 
all of these projects are fully operational and exporting energy yet and therefore not all are 
currently in receipt of payments via the REFIT 3 Scheme. Only the projects listed in the PSO 
Statutory Instrument published each year are in receipt of payments.  Schedule 5 of S.I.No. 600 
of 2016 (http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2016/si/600/made/en/print) lists the current REFIT 
3 projects in receipt of grant aid.

31/01/2017WRWW01650Environmental Policy

31/01/2017WRWW01700676. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the actions the Government has taken on the international emissions scandal sur-
rounding a company (details supplied); the investigation the Government has established to 
investigate whether the company’s cars on sale here actually comply with EU emissions stan-
dards; if the company’s car models on sale here achieve the emissions savings outlined in their 
marketing; if the Government has taken steps to investigate whether the emissions levels adver-
tised by motor manufacturers are actually tested and actually meet their standards in real time; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4001/17]

31/01/2017WRWW01800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Following revelations of the existence of so-called ‘cheat devices’ being used in 
Volkswagen Group vehicles in late 2015, officials from the then Department of the Environ-
ment, Community and Local Government, along with officials from the Department of Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, and the National 
Standards Authority of Ireland, who have responsibility for vehicle type approval in Ireland, 
met with representatives of the company in order to ascertain the extent of the problem in Ire-
land and learn of the company’s proposals for remediation.

In Ireland, a reported 117,000 Volkswagen vehicles were affected and it is understood 
that Volkswagen has written to all owners indicating that they are seeking a technical solution 
and will revert to owners as soon as possible regarding that technical solution. As yet, no fig-
ures have been made available to my officials as to the number of vehicles in Ireland to which 
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a technical solution had been retrofitted.

Given the nature of both auto manufacture and the EU’s single market, a coordinated Euro-
pean response across all Member States is necessary.  The regulatory shortcomings highlighted 
by this issue are being addressed at EU level through the adoption of a revised emissions test 
cycle, that incorporates elements of real world driving. Ireland fully supported these propos-
als and their early implementation.  In addition, the EU is considering a legislative proposal 
to revise current arrangements to require greater regulatory oversight at Member State level, 
including the establishment in each Member State of a Market Surveillance Authority (MSA) 
to conduct, inter alia, ‘in use’ emissions testing. 

The EU position in this area is managed by the Technical Committee - Motor Vehicles 
(TCMV).  The Road Safety Authority, which is under the aegis of the Department of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport, is the agency attending that committee on behalf of Ireland.

31/01/2017WRWW01850Tax Code

31/01/2017WRWW01900677. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will consider rescinding his decision to impose a tyre levy on motorists and 
hauliers; if his attention has been drawn to the fact this levy will have a detrimental effect on the 
tyre industry; if his attention has also been drawn to the fact this new levy has the potential to 
drive businesses into the black market and other jurisdictions in which no such levy is in place, 
resulting in the loss of much needed jobs in the tyre industry; and his views on whether he has 
effectively created a monopoly in tyre waste disposal by placing full producer responsibility for 
tyre waste disposal with a company (details supplied). [4013/17]

31/01/2017WRWW02000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The fee, which the Deputy is referring to, is not a new charge.  Consumers already 
pay a fee for the disposal of their old tyres whenever they buy a new one. This fee is not pro-
vided for in legislation but exists as an informal charge applied by tyre retailers.  There is no 
accountability associated with the existing charge and no certainty for the consumer that the 
disposal fee they currently pay is being used for its intended purpose. The level of illegal stock-
piles would suggest that it is often not properly applied.

The model that I am introducing will formalise the disposal arrangements and ensure that 
the fee consumers pay funds the environmentally sound management of waste tyres.  

I have met with representative organisations from the tyre industry and I am very aware of 
their concerns in relation to the new structures being introduced for tyres.  I will be ensuring 
that, in so far as is practical, their concerns will be addressed. In addition tyres will be a priority 
area for enforcement in 2017 for the Waste Enforcement Regional Lead Authorities (WERLAs) 
and I will be asking them to give particular attention to the border regions.  I am confident that 
this will address market distortion and it is an issue which I will keep under review. 

I should point out that I have also received a lot of support during the extensive consultation 
that has taken place with the industry for the introduction of the scheme from other operators 
in the tyre market.

The charge will fund a producer compliance scheme which will be operated by Repak End 
of Life Tyres (ELT) with a registration and reporting role for the Producer Register Limited. 
This type of model is one that has been operating very successfully across other waste streams 
in Ireland, including packaging, batteries, waste electrics and electronics and farm plastics. 
The scheme will carry out regulatory functions on behalf of its members.  All operators will be 



31 January 2017

405

obliged to provide data on the numbers of tyres coming on and off the market. This will be the 
first time that there will be clarity in this regard. It will be mandatory for anyone placing tyres 
on the market in Ireland to join the compliance scheme.

There is nothing unusual about the designation of a single compliance scheme for a particu-
lar waste stream. Indeed, a comprehensive review of compliance schemes in Ireland in 2014 
examined this aspect and recommended that the tyre market in Ireland is such that only one 
Producer Organisation would be viable. This single compliance model already works in other 
waste streams for example, farm plastics (IFFPG) and packaging (Repak).

I am convinced that the new structures which I am introducing will address the lack of regu-
lation in the tyre market to date and address the occurrences of stockpiles of waste tyres that 
could have a detrimental effect on the environment and human health.

  Question No. 678 answered with Question No. 669.

31/01/2017WRWW02150National Broadband Plan Implementation

31/01/2017WRWW02200679. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding broadband in an area (details supplied) and the surrounding 
areas; his views on whether download speeds of 2.5 Mb and upload speeds of 0.25 Mb make it 
impossible to carry out standard tasks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4062/17]

31/01/2017WRWW02300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed broadband ser-
vices to every city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland. The Programme for Gov-
ernment commits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved 
through a combination of commercial investment by the telecommunications sector and a State 
intervention in those areas where commercial investment has not been fully demonstrated.

A key principle of the NBP is to support and stimulate commercial investment through 
policy and regulatory measures. Commercial investment since the publication of the NBP has 
considerably exceeded expectations. To date, the commercial telecommunications sector has 
invested over €2.5bn in upgrading and modernising networks which support the provision of 
high speed broadband and mobile telecoms services.

Currently, approximately 1.4m premises in Ireland can get high speed broadband from com-
mercial service providers and investment by the telecoms sector is continuing to expand this 
footprint.

The High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie shows the 
current extent of the State Intervention area:

- The areas marked BLUE represent those areas where commercial telecommunications 
providers are either currently delivering or have previously indicated plans to deliver high 
speed broadband services,  

- The areas marked AMBER on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the target areas 
for the State Intervention, which are the subject of the current procurement process. It is intend-
ed that premises within this area will have access to services of at least 30 megabits per second 
when the procurement process is completed and the network rolled out.

The map currently indicates that 100% of the townland of Kilcossy  falls within an AMBER 
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area and will therefore will be included in the State Intervention procurement process under the 
NBP. Individuals can check whether their premise is in a BLUE or an AMBER area by access-
ing the High Speed Broadband Map and entering their Eircode.

A formal procurement process is now in train to select a company or companies who will 
roll-out a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention Area. The Depart-
ment will also shortly update the High Speed Broadband map and finalise this Intervention 
Area for bidders, taking into account any industry investments that have not materialised and 
potential other new investments. 

Intensive dialogue with bidders is continuing and the three bidders have indicated that they 
are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-home solution. This provides a future proofed so-
lution for the 25 years of the contract and beyond.  A fibre-to-the-home solution means that 
householders and businesses may get speeds not just of 30 Megabits per second but much high-
er, potentially up to 1000 Megabits per second. The procurement process is being intensively 
managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers a future-proofed network that serves homes and 
businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years.

The timeframe for the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors includ-
ing the complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team and bidders, during the 
procurement process. During the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, 
telecommunications service providers indicated a 3-5 year timeline to roll out a network of the 
scale envisaged under the NBP. 

As part of the competitive process, the Department will engage with winning bidder(s) on 
the best roll-out strategy, in order to target areas of particularly poor service, business needs 
and/or high demand. This will need to be balanced with the most efficient network roll-out plan. 
A prioritisation programme will be put in place in this regard, in consultation with the Minister 
for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs. A detailed roll-out plan for the net-
work will be published once contract(s) are in place. 

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the roll-out of the 
network once a contract is awarded. In this regard, Minister Humphreys is leading on the es-
tablishment of two regional action groups, working with Local Authorities, Local Enterprise 
Offices and other relevant agencies to help accelerate the broadband network build in rural 
Ireland, once a contract(s) has been awarded.

In a further positive initiative, last July, I established a Mobile Phone and Broadband Task-
force with my colleague Minister Humphreys to address immediate issues in relation to the 
quality of mobile phone and broadband coverage. The Taskforce report  which was published 
in December, is available at the following link: http://www.dccae.gov.ie/communications/en-ie/
Pages/Publication/Report-of-the-Mobile-Phone-and-Broadband-Taskforce.aspx.

I have also signed Regulations allowing ComReg to proceed with the allocation of spectrum 
in the 3.6GHz band in early 2017. This will provide an 86% increase in total spectrum available 
for mobile and fixed wireless services. I have secured €8m for RTE which will allow it to free 
up the 700MHz spectrum band, to provide enhanced mobile services.

In the meantime, my Department continues to liaise closely with industry and relevant other 
Departments and agencies to assist in the commercial deployment of telecommunications net-
works.

These investments should assist in significantly improving the coverage and quality of broad-
band and mobile voice and data services throughout the country, including County Leitrim.
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31/01/2017WRWW02350Energy Policy

31/01/2017WRWW02400680. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the way in which he plans to ensure the costs incurred by households which opt to 
heat their properties using renewable energy sources such as renewable biofuels are no greater 
than those incurred by households whose heating and energy needs are met by the utilisation of 
non-renewable energy sources such as fossil fuels; if his attention has been drawn to the effects 
which market forces and price volatility have in determining energy prices, particularly with 
regard to oil and gas, which resultantly can cost less than renewable energy alternatives for the 
purpose of meeting a household’s energy and heating needs; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [4278/17]

31/01/2017WRWW02500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Energy White Paper presents a long-term strategic vision that is intended to 
guide the direction of Irish energy policy from now until 2030. At its heart is a commitment 
to transform Ireland into a low carbon society and economy by 2050 and reduce the country’s 
fossil fuel dependency. The Programme for Government also commits to reducing our import 
dependency while maintaining energy security, affordability and reducing energy-related emis-
sions.

Ireland’s dependency on imported fossil fuels - which increased to 88% of all energy used 
in 2015 - means that the Irish economy is particularly exposed to international energy price 
volatility. The cost of all energy imports to Ireland in 2015 was approximately €4.6 billion, and 
while that was down from  €5.7 billion in 2014 due mainly to falling oil and gas import prices, 
further increases would place cost pressures on businesses and households across the country.

I am therefore committed to minimising this exposure through the promotion of energy 
efficiency measures and support for indigenous renewable energy in different sectors of the 
economy. The deployment of indigenous renewable energy resources and the implementation 
of energy efficiency measures can help ensure we maintain energy security and stable afford-
able prices for all energy users.

My Department has developed a series of policy measures designed to promote the cost ef-
fective use of renewable energy in the electricity and heating sectors and support the uptake of 
energy efficiency measures across the economy, in accordance with the energy efficiency first 
approach.  Heating a property which is not appropriately insulated and ventilated will result in 
wasted energy and unnecessary costs regardless of heating type, while a home that is properly 
insulated will achieve a much greater degree of warmth and comfort for a smaller amount of 
energy.

While there are no supports for the use of biofuel for heat production at a household level, 
through the Better Energy Homes Scheme administered by SEAI, my Department makes a 
wide range of grants and supports available to householders who wish to upgrade the energy 
efficiency of their home.  To date, nearly one fifth of all homes in Ireland have received some 
form of Government supported energy efficiency upgrade. Households can also avail of grant 
support for investment in renewable energy installations, including solar thermal, under the 
Scheme.

31/01/2017WRWW02550Energy Policy

31/01/2017WRWW02600681. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the level by which CO2 emissions have been reduced in Ireland as a result of the 
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wind energy sector.  [4332/17]

31/01/2017WRWW02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Harnessing our renewable energy resources will play a key role in the transition 
towards a sustainable, secure and competitive energy system.

The 2009 EU Renewable Energy Directive set Ireland a legally binding target of meeting 
16% of our energy requirements from renewable sources by 2020 and in order to meet this tar-
get, Ireland is committed to meeting 40% of electricity demand from renewable sources, 12% 
renewables in the heating sector and 10% in transport. As regards the 40% electricity target, 
provisional data from the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) indicates that 27.3% 
of electricity demand was met from renewable sources in 2016, of which wind accounted for 
23.2%.

The SEAI also estimates that the amount of CO2 avoided from renewable energy use in 
electricity generation increased by 226% over the period 2005-2015, reaching 3,188 kt. CO2 in 
2015. In the same year, emissions avoided from wind accounted for 2,436 kt CO2. 

Further information is available in the SEAI report Energy-Related Emissions in Ireland 
which can be downloaded at http://www.seai.ie/Publications/Statistics_Publications/Energy-
related-Emissions/CO2%20emissions%20from%20fuel%20combustion.pdf.

31/01/2017WRXX00200Fishing Licences

31/01/2017WRXX00300682. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if Inland Fisheries Ireland has received a fishing licence application from a club 
(details supplied) to permit fishing on Pallas Lake, County Offaly; and if so the status of this 
application. [4334/17]

31/01/2017WRXX00400Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Seán Kyne): I am informed by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) that the Club 
referred to by the Deputy has made a submission to IFI on the availability of a long term licence 
for Pallas Lake.  Longer term licences are granted on the basis of an appropriate development 
plan and a formal application.  I understand that the application was made on foot of funding 
opportunities available to the club to develop the lake further as an amenity and to proactively 
promote the lake.  In order to facilitate a licence arrangement the status of the title to the fishery 
must be verified and IFI is in the process of doing this.  

Following verification, IFI’s intention is to offer the fishery for licence through the appropri-
ate tender procedures.  This is expected to happen before the end of February 2017.   

IFI advise that they expect to be in contact with the club in the coming weeks.

31/01/2017WRXX00500Planning Issues

31/01/2017WRXX00600683. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the advice he would give to a person who is subjected to constant smoke 
in their garden and through their windows from a neighbouring chimney on a single storey 
extension, in view of the fact that a planning inspector has confirmed that it is not contravening 
any planning laws yet is causing great nuisance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4346/17]



31 January 2017

409

31/01/2017WRXX00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I am aware that an increase in the use of stoves for home heating can be a cause 
of increased air pollution, particularly where such stoves replace cleaner, less air polluting fu-
els such gas.  Any increase in air pollution is a concern given its public health impacts.  The Air 
Pollution Act 1987 includes a specific obligation to prevent air pollution.  Section 24 requires 
that ‘[t]he occupier of any premises shall not cause or permit an emission from such premises 
in such a quantity, or in such a manner, as to be a nuisance’.  Section 26 of the same Act gives 
the Local Authority powers to serve a notice on the occupier of any premises in order to prevent 
or to limit air pollution from that premises.  It is a matter for the Local Authority to exercise 
its judgement in any individual case as to whether a nuisance is being caused, and if so, what 
abatement action is required.

31/01/2017WRXX00800National Broadband Plan Implementation

31/01/2017WRXX00900684. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when high quality, high speed broadband will become available in the area of 
Boycetown Court, Kilcock, County Kildare with particular reference to the needs of the local 
residents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4370/17]

31/01/2017WRXX01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed broadband ser-
vices to every city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland.  The Programme for Gov-
ernment commits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved 
through a combination of commercial investment by the telecommunications sector and a State 
intervention in those areas where commercial investment has not been fully demonstrated.  A 
key principle of the NBP is to support and stimulate commercial investment through policy and 
regulatory measures.  Commercial investment since the publication of the NBP has consider-
ably exceeded expectations.  To date, the commercial telecommunications sector has invested 
over €2.5bn in upgrading and modernising networks which support the provision of high speed 
broadband and mobile telecoms services.

Currently, approximately 1.4m premises in Ireland can get high speed broadband from com-
mercial service providers and investment by the telecoms sector is continuing to expand this 
footprint. 

The High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie shows the 
current extent of the State Intervention area:

- The areas marked BLUE represent those areas where commercial telecommunications 
providers are either currently delivering or have previously indicated plans to deliver high 
speed broadband services,  

- The areas marked AMBER on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the target areas 
for the State Intervention, which are the subject of the current procurement process.  It is in-
tended that premises within this area will have access to services of at least 30 megabits per 
second when the procurement process is completed and the network rolled out. 

The map currently indicates that 92% of the townland of Boycetown will be covered by 
commercial operators while the remaining 8% of the townland of Boycetown will be part of the 
State Intervention.  The Department is actively monitoring the commercial deployment plans 
in the BLUE areas to ensure that all premises can get access to services.  In this regard, direct 
feedback from consumers is important and if customers in these areas cannot access high speed 
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broadband services, I would encourage them to contact my Department directly at broadband@
dccae.gov.ie, quoting their address and Eircode and giving details of providers they have con-
tacted with a view to obtaining services.  The Department will also shortly update the High 
Speed Broadband map and finalise the Intervention Area for bidders, taking into account any 
industry investments that have not materialised and potential other new investments. 

A formal procurement process is now in train to select a company or companies who will 
roll-out a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention Area.  The procure-
ment process is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers a future-proofed 
network that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years. Intensive dia-
logue with bidders is continuing and the three bidders have indicated that they are proposing a 
predominantly fibre-to-the-home solution.  This provides for a future proofed solution for the  
25 years of the contract and beyond.  A fibre-to-the-home solution means that householders and 
businesses may get speeds not just of 30 Megabits per second but much higher, potentially up 
to 1000 Megabits per second.  

The timeframe for the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors includ-
ing the complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team and bidders, during the 
procurement process.  During the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, 
telecommunications service providers indicated a 3-5 year timeline to rollout a network of the 
scale envisaged under the NBP.  As part of the competitive process, the Department will en-
gage with winning bidder(s) on the best rollout strategy, in order to target areas of particularly 
poor service, business needs and/or high demand.  This will need to be balanced with the most 
efficient network rollout plan.  A prioritisation programme will be put in place in this regard, 
in consultation with the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.  A 
detailed rollout plan for the network will be published once contract(s) are in place. 

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the rollout of the 
network once a contract is awarded.  In this regard, Minister Humphreys is leading on the es-
tablishment of two regional action groups, working with Local Authorities, Local Enterprise 
Offices and other relevant agencies to help accelerate the broadband network build in rural 
Ireland, once a contract(s) has been awarded.

In a further positive initiative, last July, I established a Mobile Phone and Broadband Task-
force with my colleague Minister Humphreys to address immediate issues in relation to the 
quality of mobile phone and broadband coverage.  The Taskforce report which was published 
in December, is available at the following link:http://www.dccae.gov.ie/communications/en-ie/
Pages/Publication/Report-of-the-Mobile-Phone-and-Broadband-Taskforce.aspx.

I have signed Regulations allowing ComReg to proceed with the allocation of spectrum in 
the 3.6GHz band, in early 2017.  This will provide an 86% increase in total spectrum available 
for mobile and fixed wireless services.  I have also secured €8m for RTE which will allow it to 
free up the 700MHz spectrum band, to provide enhanced mobile services.  

In the meantime, my Department continues to liaise closely with industry and relevant other 
Departments and agencies to assist in the commercial deployment of telecommunications net-
works. 

These investments should assist in significantly improving the coverage and quality of 
broadband and mobile voice and data services throughout the country, including Co. Kildare.

  Question No. 685 answered with Question No. 666.
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31/01/2017WRXX01200Mobile Telephony Services

31/01/2017WRXX01300686. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the indicative time in which ComReg undertook to him to launch a website show-
ing national mobile coverage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4380/17]

31/01/2017WRXX01400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The commitment made by the Commission for Communication Regulation (Com-
Reg) to produce a mobile phone coverage map is one of a range of actions which are set out 
in the Report of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce published last December.  This 
Taskforce was established by myself and Minister Humphreys to address immediate issues in 
relation to the quality of mobile phone and broadband coverage.

The production of a mobile phone coverage map will be of great value to consumers.  Aside 
from handset performance, consumers need to understand the extent of coverage being offered 
by different operators in their area.  The level of coverage and quality of service received can 
vary from one operator to the next depending on location.  This could significantly impact on 
the choice of provider that individuals make.

From a consumer perspective therefore, the development of a mobile phone coverage map 
by ComReg will be hugely important - particularly viewed in tandem with the results of the 
mobile handset sensitivity testing programme that ComReg is planning.  For the first time, 
consumers will be in a position to independently assess what handset is right for their specific 
needs, wherever they live or work.  As indicated in the Report, the timeline envisaged for the 
production of such a composite map is 2018. 

In order to maintain momentum, an Implementation Group is being established to drive and 
monitor the implementation of the actions in the Taskforce report.  The Implementation Group 
will be led by my Department and the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs.  The Implementation Group will formally report every 90 days to both myself and 
Minister Humphreys, who will in turn jointly brief the Cabinet on progress made.  The Imple-
mentation Group will carry out a fundamental review of progress made after twelve months and 
will also be mandated to recommend further actions that would result in an improved service 
for consumers.

31/01/2017WRXX01500National Broadband Plan

31/01/2017WRXX01600687. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the estimated completion dates of the remaining stages of the environmental as-
sessments and related environmental consultations associated with the national broadband plan; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4381/17]

31/01/2017WRXX01700691. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 242 of 28 September 2016, if he will pro-
vide a timetable for the update of the map of the NBP intervention area; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4385/17]

31/01/2017WRXX01800692. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the maximum number or percentage of premises envisaged as receiving a non-
standard NGA solution under the NBP; the capabilities of that solution; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4386/17]
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31/01/2017WRXX01900693. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he has received written commitment contracts from any providers in relation 
to planned private developments under the NBP; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4387/17]

31/01/2017WRXX02000694. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the meetings held by him or his officials to date involving lobbying from persons, 
businesses, public representatives, public bodies or communities in relation to their prioritisa-
tion in the roll-out schedule of the NBP; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4388/17]

31/01/2017WRXX02100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 687 and 691 to 694, inclusive, together. 

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed broadband services to 100% 
of premises in Ireland.  The Programme for Government commits to the delivery of the NBP as 
a matter of priority.  This is being achieved through a combination of commercial investment by 
the telecommunications sector and a State Intervention in those areas where commercial invest-
ment has not been fully demonstrated.  

A key principle of the NBP is to support and stimulate commercial investment through 
policy and regulatory measures.  Commercial investment since the publication of the NBP has 
considerably exceeded expectations.  To date, the commercial telecommunications sector has 
invested over €2.5bn in upgrading and modernising networks which support the provision of 
high speed broadband and mobile telecoms services.

Currently, approximately 1.4m premises in Ireland can get high speed broadband from com-
mercial service providers and investment by the telecoms sector is continuing to expand this 
footprint. 

The proposed State intervention under the NBP represents a potentially very significant 
capital investment project for the State and the Government is firmly committed to delivering 
this investment, as evidenced in the National Broadband Plan itself and in the Programme for 
Government.

The High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie shows the 
current extent of the State Intervention area.  The map shows Ireland with two colours, BLUE 
and AMBER. 

-    The areas marked BLUE represent those areas where commercial telecommunications 
providers are either currently delivering or have previously indicated plans to deliver high speed 
broadband services,  

- The AMBER areas on the map show the target areas for the State intervention which are 
the subject of the current procurement process. It is intended that premises within this area 
will have access to services of at least 30 megabits per second when the procurement process is 
completed and the network rolled out.  

The map provides information on a county by county basis with a breakdown of coverage 
across the townlands in every county. 

My Department is actively monitoring the commercial deployment plans in the BLUE ar-
eas to ensure that all premises can get access to services.  In this regard, direct feedback from 
consumers is important and if customers in these areas cannot access high speed broadband 
services, I would encourage them to contact my Department directly at broadband@dccae.gov.
ie, quoting their address and Eircode and giving details of providers they have contacted with 
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a view to obtaining services. 

My Department is also actively monitoring developments of commercial operators that 
might impact the Intervention Area.  This is being done in accordance with procedures set out 
by my Department in December 2015. 

A formal procurement process is in train to select a company or companies who will roll-out 
a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention Area.  The Department will 
shortly update the High Speed Broadband map and finalise this Intervention Area for bidders, 
taking into account any industry investments that have not materialised in Blue areas, together 
with new industry investments within the proposed State Intervention Area, along with concrete 
and credible commitments by industry for further new investments within the Intervention Area.

The procurement process is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers 
a future-proofed network that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years. 
Intensive dialogue with bidders is continuing and the three bidders have indicated that they 
are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-home solution.  This provides for a future proofed 
solution for the  25 years of the contract and beyond.  A fibre-to-the-home solution means that 
householders and businesses may get speeds not just of 30 Megabits per second but much 
higher, potentially up to 1000 Megabits per second.  

The timeframe for the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors includ-
ing the complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team and bidders, during the 
procurement process.  During the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, 
telecommunications service providers indicated a 3-5 year timeline to rollout a network of the 
scale envisaged under the NBP.  As part of the competitive process, the Department will engage 
with winning bidder(s) on the best rollout strategy, in order to target areas of particularly poor 
service, business needs and/or high demand.  This will need to be balanced with the most ef-
ficient network rollout plan.

A prioritisation programme will be put in place in this regard, in consultation with the Min-
ister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.  A detailed rollout plan for the 
network will be published once contract(s) are in place. 

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the rollout of the 
network once a contract is awarded.  In this regard, Minister Humphreys is leading on the es-
tablishment of two regional action groups, working with Local Authorities, Local Enterprise 
Offices and other relevant agencies to help accelerate the broadband network build in rural 
Ireland, once a contract(s) has been awarded.

In a further positive initiative, last July, I established a Mobile Phone and Broadband Task-
force with my colleague Minister Humphreys to address immediate issues in relation to the 
quality of mobile phone and broadband coverage.  The Taskforce report which was published 
in December, is available at the following link:http://www.dccae.gov.ie/communications/en-ie/
Pages/Publication/Report-of-the-Mobile-Phone-and-Broadband-Taskforce.aspx.

I have signed Regulations allowing ComReg to proceed with the allocation of spectrum in 
the 3.6GHz band, in early 2017.  This will provide an 86% increase in total spectrum available 
for mobile and fixed wireless services.  I have also secured €8m for RTE which will allow it to 
free up the 700MHz spectrum band, to provide enhanced mobile services.  

These investments should assist in significantly improving the coverage and quality of 
broadband and mobile voice and data services throughout the country.

My Department carried out the first formal stage of the environmental assessment process 
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by screening the draft National Broadband Intervention Strategy for the need to carry out a full 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and an Appropriate Assessment (AA), in consulta-
tion with the prescribed environmental authorities listed in the legislation.  The Department 
consequently, and in accordance with statutory obligations, issued a determination that a full 
Strategic Environmental Assessment and Appropriate Assessment would be required.  

Consultation on an SEA Scoping Report was then carried out as the next step in the environ-
mental assessment process.  The submissions received have been taken into account in the next 
phase which the Department is currently in the process of completing.  This phase includes the 
preparation of an Environmental Report and a Natura Impact Statement for consultation.  This 
consultation will take place in the coming months and will inform the conclusions of the SEA.

31/01/2017WRXX02200Broadband Service Provision

31/01/2017WRXX02300688. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he has issued a policy or other direction to ComReg under the Communications 
Regulation Act 2002 in relation to the coverage obligation that will apply to the allocation of the 
700M Hz spectrum band; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4382/17]

31/01/2017WRXX02400690. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the policy directions he has issued to ComReg under the Communications Regu-
lation Acts 2002 to 2015 since taking office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4384/17]

31/01/2017WRXX02500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 688 and 690 together.

The European Commission has brought forward proposals to co-ordinate the release the 
694-790MHz (700MHz) spectrum band in all Member States by 30 June 2020. These proposals 
will allow mobile broadband services to use this part of the spectrum band.

The Commission’s Digital Single Market Strategy highlights the importance of this band 
for ensuring the provision of broadband services in rural areas. The band is particularly attrac-
tive for wireless broadband services, allowing higher speeds and greater coverage over long 
distances.  

The procedure to formally approve the text for a formal Decision agreed in December by 
the European Parliament, the Council and the Commission is underway and is expected to be 
completed in spring 2017.

In Ireland, the 700MHz band is currently used by digital terrestrial television services (DTT) 
and the migration of these broadcasting services from this band has not yet happened. 

The move to the lower part of the UHF band by the DTT services that currently use the 700 
MHz band will require a significant amount of work on the transmission network. 

In consultation with ComReg and 2RN (formerly known as RTÉ Networks), my Depart-
ment is working on a range of issues aimed at delivering a managed migration of broadcasting 
services from this band within the timeframe available.  The aim in Ireland is to achieve the 
release of this spectrum in advance of the June 2020 date, in co-ordination with the UK.

In respect of the management of spectrum, including the future allocation of the 700MHZ 
band, ComReg is independent in its functions and I have no role in that process.   Having regard 
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to the independence of ComReg in the matter, it would not be appropriate for me to comment 
further on the matter at this time.  I have no reason to believe that any process undertaken by 
ComReg will not result in the fair allocation of any future spectrum assignment and I expect the 
outcomes of any such process to provide a level of certainty and transparency for all stakehold-
ers.  A policy direction is neither necessary nor appropriate in the circumstances.

Accordingly, I have not issued nor do I propose to or see any necessity to issue any policy 
direction to ComReg in this regard.

31/01/2017WRXX02600Telecommunications Infrastructure

31/01/2017WRXX02700689. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when his Department will publish an updated spectrum policy document; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [4383/17]

31/01/2017WRXX02800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Spectrum policy is part of the overall national policy governing the telecommuni-
cations sector in Ireland, which also covers next generation broadband, electronic communica-
tions services and international connectivity.  While the EU plays a leading role in relation to 
policy in respect of certain aspects of spectrum use and management, national policy also has 
a role to play in articulating the basis for spectrum management.  As Minister, I have responsi-
bility for developing effective policies for the regulation and optimal use of Ireland’s national 
radio frequency spectrum, underpinned by an appropriate legislative framework. 

Implementation of those national policies rests with the Commission for Communications 
Regulation (ComReg) as independent Regulator with statutory responsibility for the day to day 
efficient management and use of the radio spectrum within the policy and legal framework set 
by the Government and the EU.  

My Department published a Spectrum Policy Statement in September 2010 and the Na-
tional Broadband Plan which was published subsequently committed to a further review of 
spectrum policy. 

My Department initiated a review in 2014 and held an extensive consultation with all inter-
ested stakeholders, dealing with a broad range of spectrum policy issues while respecting the 
role of ComReg as independent Regulator.  A significant range of issues and comments were 
received, all of which were considered.

As part of the consultation process, the Department stated its intention to amend the struc-
ture of the Statement of Policy to produce an overarching principles document and a shorter 
more focussed document which would set out the Department’s Medium Term Priorities for the 
next 3-5 years, to be updated on a more regular basis than the overarching principles.  While 
I have not yet published an updated statement, much work has been done by my Department 
in identifying the various medium term priorities.  Focus moved from producing a statement 
to prioritising work items aligned to the various EU spectrum developments underway and in 
particular, the Digital Single Market (DSM) which is currently under active discussion.

As part of the DSM package of legislative proposals, the European Commission brought 
forward proposals to co-ordinate the release of the 694-790MHz (700MHz) spectrum band in 
all Member States by 30 June 2020.  The proposals will allow mobile broadband services to use 
this part of the spectrum band, which is currently used by digital terrestrial television services 
(DTT) in Ireland.  The Commission’s Digital Single Market Strategy highlights the importance 
of this band for ensuring the provision of broadband services in rural areas.  The band is particu-
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larly attractive for wireless broadband services, allowing higher speeds and greater coverage 
over long distances.  Details of the Department’s work on this issue can be found on the De-
partment’s website at http://dccae.gov.ie/communications/en-ie/Pages/Publication/Migration-
from-700-MHz-Spectrum-Band.aspx.

My Department is in regular contact with ComReg, given its role in spectrum management.  
This has included consideration of the various issues emerging from the Department’s con-
sultation process and from EU level discussions, prior to ComReg issuing its Radio Spectrum 
Management Strategy for 2016 to 2018 in June 2016.  That document sets out ComReg’s radio 
spectrum work plan priorities over the next two years.  In preparing the Strategy Statement, 
ComReg took into account its role, statutory objectives, all relevant obligations as well as mate-
rial submitted in response to its own public consultation on the draft Strategy.  ComReg is also 
conscious of the potential developments at EU level in respect of spectrum management which 
may impact on national spectrum strategies and policies in due course.  

The critical element emerging from the Department’s review of spectrum policy has been 
to ensure that our legal and regulatory environment support continued investment in mobile 
telecommunication infrastructure, which is dependent on access to radio spectrum.

We will continue to engage with ComReg, and I will keep under review the need to publish 
an up to date spectrum policy document taking account, inter alia, of developments at EU level 
including in relation to the DSM package and the related review of the telecoms regulatory 
framework.

Question No. 690 answered with Question No. 688.

Questions Nos. 691 to 694, inclusive, answered with Question No. 687.

31/01/2017WRXX03100National Broadband Plan

31/01/2017WRXX03200695. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the area to be covered by the national broadband scheme will have to be modi-
fied in view of recent increases of coverage by telecommunications companies of rural areas 
and small towns with high speed broadband and their stated intention to increase this roll-out 
rapidly over 2017 and 2018; the delay a remapping exercise will cause to the tender process 
under the national broadband scheme; when it is hoped to have concluded this tender process; 
the projected date for the commencement of the roll-out of the national broadband scheme on 
the ground; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4606/17]

31/01/2017WRXX03300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Government considers the NBP to be one of the most significant investments 
in rural Ireland for decades, and one which will transform society, akin to rural electrification in 
the last century.  The strategy for broadband rollout, the National Broadband Plan (NBP), aims 
to deliver high speed broadband services to every city, town, village and individual premises 
in Ireland.  This is being achieved through a combination of commercial investment by the 
telecommunications sector and a State Intervention in those areas where commercial invest-
ment has not been fully demonstrated.  A key principle of the NBP is to support and stimulate 
commercial investment through policy and regulatory measures.  Commercial investment since 
the publication of the NBP has considerably exceeded expectations.  To date, the commercial 
telecommunications sector has invested over €2.5bn in upgrading and modernising networks 
which support the provision of high speed broadband and mobile telecoms services.

Currently, approximately 1.4m premises in Ireland can get high speed broadband from com-
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mercial service providers and investment by the telecoms sector is continuing to expand this 
footprint. 

The High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie shows the 
current extent of the State Intervention area:  

- The areas marked BLUE represent those areas where commercial telecommunications 
providers are either currently delivering or have previously indicated plans to deliver high 
speed broadband services;

- The areas marked AMBER on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the target areas 
for the State Intervention, which are the subject of the current procurement process. It is intend-
ed that premises within this area will have access to services of at least 30 megabits per second 
when the procurement process is completed and the network rolled out.  

The map provides information on a county by county basis with a breakdown of coverage 
across the townlands in every county.

My Department is actively monitoring the commercial deployment plans in the BLUE ar-
eas to ensure that all premises can get access to services.  In this regard, direct feedback from 
consumers is important and if customers in these areas cannot access high speed broadband 
services, I would encourage them to contact my Department directly at broadband@dccae.gov.
ie, quoting their address and Eircode and giving details of providers they have contacted with 
a view to obtaining services. 

My Department is also actively monitoring developments of commercial operators that 
might impact the Intervention Area.  This is being done in accordance with procedures set out 
by my Department in December 2015. 

A formal procurement process is in train to select a company or companies who will roll-out 
a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention Area.  My Department will 
shortly update the High Speed Broadband map and finalise this Intervention Area for bidders, 
taking into account industry investments that have not materialised in Blue areas, together with 
new industry investments within the proposed State Intervention Area, along with concrete and 
credible commitments by industry for further new investments within the Intervention Area.

The procurement process is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers 
a future-proofed network that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years. 
Intensive dialogue with bidders is continuing and the three bidders have indicated that they 
are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-home solution.  This provides for a future proofed 
solution for the  25 years of the contract and beyond.  A fibre-to-the-home solution means that 
householders and businesses may get speeds not just of 30 Megabits per second but much 
higher, potentially up to 1000 Megabits per second.  

The timeframe for the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors includ-
ing the complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team and bidders, during the 
procurement process.  During the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, 
telecommunications service providers indicated a 3-5 year timeline to rollout a network of the 
scale envisaged under the NBP.  As part of the competitive process, the Department will en-
gage with winning bidder(s) on the best rollout strategy, in order to target areas of particularly 
poor service, business needs and/or high demand.  This will need to be balanced with the most 
efficient network rollout plan.  A prioritisation programme will be put in place in this regard, 
in consultation with the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.  A 
detailed rollout plan for the network will be published once contract(s) are in place. 
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The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the rollout of the 
network once a contract is awarded.  In this regard, Minister Humphreys is leading on the es-
tablishment of two regional action groups, working with Local Authorities, Local Enterprise 
Offices and other relevant agencies to help accelerate the broadband network build in rural 
Ireland, once a contract(s) has been awarded.

In a further positive initiative, last July, I established a Mobile Phone and Broadband Task-
force with my colleague Minister Humphreys to address immediate issues in relation to the 
quality of mobile phone and broadband coverage.  The Taskforce report is available at the fol-
lowing link:  http://www.dccae.gov.ie/communications/en-ie/Pages/Publication/Report-of-the-
Mobile-Phone-and-Broadband-Taskforce.aspx.

I have signed Regulations allowing ComReg to proceed with an early 2017 auction of the 
3.6GHz radio spectrum band, to provide an 86% increase in total spectrum available for mobile 
and fixed wireless services.  I have also secured €8m for RTE which will allow it to free up the 
700MHz spectrum band, to provide enhanced mobile services.  

In the meantime, my Department continues to liaise closely with industry and relevant other 
Departments and agencies to assist in the commercial deployment of telecommunications net-
works. 

These investments should assist in significantly improving the coverage and quality of 
broadband and mobile voice and data services throughout the country.

31/01/2017WRYY00200Marine Safety

31/01/2017WRYY00300696. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if it is 
compulsory for all boat users to complete a course and test in order to be provided with a li-
cence to take to the water; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3801/17]

31/01/2017WRYY00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  I take it that the Dep-
uty is referring primarily to the owners and users of pleasure craft.  There are no current require-
ments for such owners and users to complete a course of instruction or hold a licence to operate 
such craft.  However, it is recommended that a person taking to the water should undertake ap-
propriate training for the type of craft being used.  As outlined in the Maritime Safety Strategy 
2015 -2019, regulation of recreational craft in Ireland is focused on the safe operation of craft, 
the provision of certain items of safety equipment, the carriage and use of personal flotation de-
vices (lifejackets/buoyancy aids), and the manufacture and sale of safe recreational craft under 
the EU Recreational Craft and Personal Watercraft Directive.  My Department promotes mari-
time safety awareness on an ongoing basis through Marine Notices, advice, guidance, safety 
publications and leaflets.  A Code of Practice for the Safe Operation of Recreational Craft has 
been published by my Department and provides information on the legislation governing recre-
ational craft as well as offering practical safety advice.  Those engaged in leisure pursuits on the 
water are encouraged to be aware of and familiar with the contents of the Code of Practice and 
to comply with the safety requirements.  The Code of Practice, which is currently under review, 
is available free of charge from my Department and is also available to view or download from 
the Department’s website www.dttas.ie or www.safetyonthewater.ie.  As regards the licensed, 
commercial passenger boat sector (i.e. vessels that carry no more than twelve passengers), there 
are certain specific requirements.  In particular,  a vessel may not be used as a passenger boat 
without a valid licence, and manning requirements are provided for in the Merchant Shipping 
(Passenger Boat Manning) Regulations 2005 (S.I. Number 649 of 2005) and as set out in Ma-
rine Notice Number 27 of 2005, which requires certification of the masters of such boats (and 
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their crew in certain instances).

31/01/2017WRYY00500Marine Safety

31/01/2017WRYY00600697. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if it is 
compulsory for all pleasure craft users to wear life jackets; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3802/17]

31/01/2017WRYY00700702. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on the need for all pleasure craft users regardless of age to wear a lifejacket; and his plans 
to improve safety in use of pleasure crafts. [4058/17]

31/01/2017WRYY00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 697 and 702 together. 

The requirements in relation to the wearing of Personal Flotation Devices (lifejackets/buoy-
ancy aids) on pleasure craft are set out in the Pleasure Craft Regulations of 2005 (S.I. No. 921 
of 2005), as amended by S.I. No. 349 of 2012.

The master or owner of a pleasure craft must ensure that there are sufficient suitable Person-
al Flotation Devices (PFDs) available at all times on board the craft for each person on board.  
The regulations also set out provisions relating to the wearing of PFDs.   

There are certain exceptions for where the craft is being used for rescue, emergency or law 
enforcement, and for rowers in boats which are designed and specifically used in boat races or 
other events.  Failure to comply with the PFD requirements is an offence.

While not a requirement of the regulations, my Department recommends that (i) anyone us-
ing a pleasure craft alone should wear a PFD at all times regardless of weather conditions, the 
size of the craft or whether it is made fast to the shore or at anchor, and (ii) persons should wear 
lifejackets at all times while on open decked vessels over 7 metres length that are not fitted with 
inherent buoyancy.

There are no plans to revise the PFD regulations in relation to pleasure craft.  The provisions 
relating to wearing PFD on pleasure craft of less than 7 metres length include all the high risk 
classes of craft such as dinghies, jet skis, open sail boats, small motor boats, etc.  Pleasure craft 
of 7 metres length and greater generally offer improved safety and stability features.  The re-
quirement to wear a PFD by a person under 16, regardless of the length of the craft, contributes 
to the education of those using pleasure craft from an early age.

31/01/2017WRYY00900Rural Transport Services

31/01/2017WRYY01000698. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the propos-
als his Department is working on in conjunction with the NTA to deliver on action points 250 
to 254 of the action plan for rural development to work with rural communities to assess and 
implement improvements to existing rural transport routes and develop new rural transport 
routes as necessary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4108/17]

31/01/2017WRYY01100701. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the pro-
posals his Department is working on in conjunction with the NTA to deliver on action points 
250 to 254 of the action plan for rural development to work with rural communities to assess 
and implement improvements to existing rural transport routes and develop new rural transport 
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routes as necessary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4250/17]

31/01/2017WRYY01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 698 and 701 together.

My Department provides funding for the Rural Transport Programme (RTP) to the Nation-
al Transport Authority (NTA) which has national responsibility for integrated local and rural 
transport, including management of the RTP.

Budget 2017 provided for a €2 million increase in funding to this Programme this year, 
which is part of an overall increase of €31 million for public transport services in the Budget.  
The increase in RTP funding brings the total allocated to the Programme in 2017 to some €14 
million.  This increased level of funding for the RTP will enable a continuation of the process 
already underway of making improvements to existing services and developing new routes.

Responsibility for the implementation of action no. 250 of the Action Plan for Rural De-
velopment is matter for the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional and Gaeltacht Affairs, in 
conjunction with local authorities.  The review of public transport policy, including the rural 
transport dimension to ensure it meets the needs of rural communities, under action no. 251 of 
the Action Plan will be initiated shortly by my Department and will be conducted in consulta-
tion with the NTA and other key stakeholders.

Action nos. 252 to 254 of the Action Plan fall to the NTA to implement, given its responsi-
bility to manage the RTP and I have referred this aspect of your question to the NTA for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

31/01/2017WRYY01300Regional Airports

31/01/2017WRYY01400699. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the work his 
Department has carried out to date regarding the investment of €10 million in regional airports, 
in particular Waterford Airport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4110/17]

31/01/2017WRYY01500700. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the work 
his Department has carried out to date regarding the investment of €10 million in regional air-
ports, in particular Waterford airport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4248/17]

31/01/2017WRYY01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 699 and 700 together.

The Programme for Government commitment is to provide an additional €10 million over 
the lifetime of the Capital Plan to support the four regional airports which of course includes 
Waterford Airport, along with the airports in Donegal, Ireland West Airport Knock and Kerry.  
These airports are already being supported by my Department under the Regional Airports 
Programme for safety and security related investments and operations.  Last year, Waterford 
Airport received over €1 million in support from this Programme.

The commitment in respect of the extra €10 million, together with other Programme for 
Government commitments of a capital nature, will be considered as part of the mid-term review 
of the Capital Plan which has just been commenced by my colleague, the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform.

  Question No. 701 answered with Question No. 698.

  Question No. 702 answered with Question No. 697.



31 January 2017

421

31/01/2017WRYY01900Public Transport

31/01/2017WRYY02000703. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
progress of the Luas extension; the improvements to transport in the Dublin 15 and Dublin 7 
areas to connect with the Broombridge terminus; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3777/17]

31/01/2017WRYY02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the development of public transport in-
frastructure in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) and securing the provision of public transport 
passenger services.  The NTA’s Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 2016-2035 pro-
vides a framework for the planning and delivery of transport infrastructure and services in the 
GDA over the next two decades.     

The Luas Cross City project is on time and within budget with operations scheduled to com-
mence in quarter 4 of this year.  I understand from the NTA that all of the on-street Luas track 
work is now complete and the majority of works in 2017 will involve footpath, tram stops, 
overhead cabling system and electrical works.

Once completed, the Luas Cross City project will help to create an integrated public trans-
port system in Dublin by extending the existing Green Line at St. Stephen’s Green to Broom-
bridge and providing an interchange between the existing Red and Green Lines in the City Cen-
tre.  It will also serve the new Dublin Institute of Technology campus at Grangegorman and is 
expected to create up to 10 million additional Luas journeys per annum.

In light of the NTA’s responsibility for this matter, I have referred your query to the NTA 
for a more detailed response.  Please advise my private office if you have not received a reply 
within 10 working days.

31/01/2017WRYY02200Railway Stations

31/01/2017WRYY02300704. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps 
he, his Department and the NTA need to take with a specific relevant timeline to facilitate the 
opening of Kishogue railway station, Lucan, County Dublin in view of the fact that the Phoenix 
Park tunnel has been open since November 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3816/17]

31/01/2017WRYY02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the development and implementation 
of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA).  The opening of the Phoe-
nix Park Tunnel Link in November 2016 has allowed train services on the Kildare line to di-
rectly access stations in the city centre including Connolly, Tara, Pearse and Grand Canal Dock 
Stations.  In the initial period, peak hour services are being operated through the tunnel link.  
The NTA has informed me that it is hoped to extend that arrangement to include off-peak and 
weekend services in a second phase later this year.  I understand that the NTA intends to await 
the introduction and bedding down of the additional off-peak and weekend services through the 
Phoenix Park Tunnel before undertaking a review of the likely usage of Kishogue Station in 
advance of the development of surrounding lands.  The NTA has advised that it is likely to be 
end 2017 or early 2018 before this review is undertaken.

31/01/2017WRYY02500National Transport Authority



Questions - Written Answers

422

31/01/2017WRYY02600705. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he is sat-
isfied with the National Transport Authority’s implementation of its published transport strat-
egy for the GDA in view of the continued increasing traffic congestion in Dublin; if he is further 
satisfied that the strategy is suitable and appropriate to meet the needs of an expanding city and 
county; his views on whether the strategy needs to be reviewed or priority given to implementa-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3817/17]

31/01/2017WRYY02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National Trans-
port Authority’s (NTA) Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 2016-2035 provides a 
framework for the planning and delivery of transport infrastructure and services in the Greater 
Dublin Area (GDA) over the next two decades.  The need to address urban congestion was a 
key element in the development of the strategy.  The NTA is currently in the process of prepar-
ing an Implementation Plan for the delivery of the strategy for the period 2017-2022.  Key to 
implementation over this period is the capital funding that will be available for investment in 
public transport infrastructure over the period.  The Public Transport Investment Programme 
has a capital budget of €345 million in 2017.  This includes funding for ongoing maintenance 
of the heavy rail network but also includes funding for capacity enhancements to our public 
transport system including completion of the Luas Cross City Project which will provide an 
additional 10m passenger journeys annually, renewal and replacement of the PSO bus fleet 
and other improvements to the bus and rail networks to improve efficiency and capacity.  Over 
the period of the Capital Plan, the level of annual funding for public transport investment will 
increase to more than €800m by 2022.  This will facilitate a significant upgrade to the public 
transport system in the GDA so that it has the capacity to meet growing demand which would 
otherwise be detrimental to competitiveness, economic growth and quality of life.  Construction 
of a metro link between the city centre, Dublin Airport and Swords will commence around 2021 
so as to be operational around 2026/27.  The upgrade will also include further progress in the 
DART expansion programme including, in particular, the extension of the Dart to Balbriggan.

As the Deputy is aware, the Government is embarking on a Mid-Term Review of the Capi-
tal Plan, which will take stock of progress and provide the Government with an opportunity to 
consider the scope for increased levels of investment, including in the transport sector, taking 
economic growth and fiscal progress into account and I will be making the case for increased 
capital funding for public transport in that context.

31/01/2017WRYY02800Traffic Management

31/01/2017WRYY02900706. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the specific 
actions he and his Department will take in conjunction with the NTA in 2017 to address the 
increasing congestion in Dublin and on the M50; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3818/17]

31/01/2017WRYY03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  I recognise that there 
is considerable evidence emerging of increased travel demand across the Dublin region, with 
growing traffic levels on many of the region’s roads and streets.  The increase in the number 
in employment has impacted on transport through the beginning of a recovery in public trans-
port numbers, but also through increased car use and re-emergence of peak period congestion.  
Insofar as congestion issues in Dublin are concerned, the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
has overall responsibility for the implementation of their published Transport Strategy for the 
GDA.  My Department is working closely with the NTA with a view to intensifying efforts to 
combat congestion in the short to medium term through greater use of bus priority, demand 
management and other alleviating measures.  I expect this work will help to strengthen the case 
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for increased public transport investment, as part of the Mid-Term Review of the Government’s 
Capital Plan in 2017.  With regard to the M50, Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), along with 
other stakeholders are continuing to implement a number of measures on the M50 to manage 
demand and optimise operational efficiency, including changes to merge and diverge layouts 
at junctions; the introduction of permanently signed emergency diversion routes; increased in-
cident access points and increased provision of incident response units together with enhanced 
interagency co-ordination to improve incident management.  TII have also established a project 
team to manage the design and procurement of a system of Mandatory Variable Speed Limits 
for the M50 and will progress this project in 2017.

31/01/2017WRYY03100Road Safety

31/01/2017WRYY03200707. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the new 
action he, his Department and the Road Safety Authority have specifically taken in the past six 
months to address the issue of road safety and the increase in fatalities on our roads; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3819/17]

31/01/2017WRYY03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Road Traffic Act 
2016 of December 2016 includes provisions regarding drug driving, provisions to give effect to 
an agreement with the UK on mutual recognition of driver disqualifications, and creates a new 
option for local authorities to impose a special speed limit of 20km/h in built-up areas.  In the 
last six months, the Road Safety Authority (RSA) held a number of road safety campaigns and 
organised specific events, in conjunction with An Garda Siochana, aimed at increasing public 
awareness of road safety including at bank holidays and over the Christmas and New Year pe-
riod.  The mid-term review of the Road Safety Strategy commenced in November 2016, with a 
seminar at which road safety stakeholders, including my Department, the RSA, the Department 
of Justice and Equality, an Garda Siochana, the Health Service Executive, and others, examined 
the Road Safety Strategy in detail.  I expect the RSA to submit a report on this review to my 
office shortly.  I have increased the frequency of meetings of the Road Safety Ministerial Com-
mittee with meetings on 21 November 2016, 12 January 2017 and a meeting scheduled for late 
March 2017.

I very much welcome the assurance provided by An Garda Siochana at the January meet-
ing, that there will be an increase of 10% in the traffic corps with greater enforcement of traffic 
law during 2017.

31/01/2017WRZZ00200Roads Maintenance Funding

31/01/2017WRZZ00300708. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the fund-
ing that is being allocated in 2017 for the N5, N26 and N58 roads. [3839/17]

31/01/2017WRZZ00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  Details of the initial 
national road grant allocations to local authorities are outlined in the 2017 national road grant 
allocation booklet which is available in the Dáil Library.

31/01/2017WRZZ00500Road Projects Status

31/01/2017WRZZ00600709. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of a road project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3939/17]
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31/01/2017WRZZ00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the na-
tional roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual national road 
projects is a matter for the Transport Infrastructure Ireland (formerly known as the NRA) under 
the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with local authorities.  Within its capital budget, the 
assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for TII in 
accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.  As regards regional and local roads, responsibil-
ity for implementation of improvement projects rests with the relevant local authority which is 
Kildare County Council in this instance.

In view of the role of TII, in conjunction with Kildare County Council, in relation to these 
projects I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII  for direct reply.  If a reply is not received 
within 10 working days please contact my office.

31/01/2017WRZZ00800Road Improvement Schemes

31/01/2017WRZZ00900710. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide further funding to local authorities in County Cavan in order that a dangerous junction 
(details supplied) in County Cavan can be improved; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3952/17]

31/01/2017WRZZ01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  While I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads programme, the con-
struction, improvement and maintenance of individual national roads (including the junction 
of the N3 and the L7031 at Murmod Cross, Virginia, Co. Cavan), is a matter for Transport 
Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the local authorities 
concerned.

Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please advise my 
private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

As regards the L7031, the improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads in 
County Cavan is the statutory responsibility of the relevant local authority, in accordance with 
the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works on those roads are funded from the 
local authorities’ own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial selection and 
prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.

On 24 January, I announced the 2017 regional and local road allocations to all local authori-
ties, which represents an increase of about 9% this year.  The priority in 2017 continues to be 
the maintenance of our existing road network.  My Department has to work within the budgets 
available to it in the Capital Plan and  all grant funding for 2017 has now been allocated.

31/01/2017WRZZ01100Sports Capital Programme

31/01/2017WRZZ01200711. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
publish the full details of the exact scoring and weighting system in place to determine the way 
funding under the 2017 sports capital programme will be allocated. [3960/17]

31/01/2017WRZZ01300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): While the precise assessment criteria and scoring system for the 2017 
Sports Capital Programme are currently being finalised, I do not envisage that the scoring and 
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weighting system will change significantly from previous rounds of the Programme.  In this 
regard, applications will first be checked to ensure eligibility and eligible applications will then 
be initially scored according to five criteria:

 1. Likelihood of increasing participation and/or improving performance and sharing of 
facilities;

 2. Level of socio-economic disadvantage in the area;

 3. Technical merits of the project;

 4. Level of own funding available; and

 5. Level of Sports Capital Programme funding received in the past.

These criteria are designed to give higher scores to applications that will increase participa-
tion, that are from designated disadvantaged areas and had not received substantial funding in 
the past.  The assessment process will not commence prior to the closing date for applications 
on the 24th of February and the scoring system will be finalised before then and published 
thereafter.

31/01/2017WRZZ01400Driving Licences

31/01/2017WRZZ01500712. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1801 of 16 September 2016, the progress made to date in 
connection with the conversion of Irish driver licences in British Columbia, Canada; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [3967/17]

31/01/2017WRZZ01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As I explained in the 
response to which the Deputy refers, negotiations on arrangements for exchange of driving 
licences are handled on behalf of the State by the Road Safety Authority (RSA).

I understand from the RSA that an agreement with British Columbia is very close to being 
finalised.  However, it is not possible at this point to give a definite date as to when this will be 
done.

31/01/2017WRZZ01700Disability Services Provision

31/01/2017WRZZ01800713. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will amend legislation in order that wheelchair users have a legal right to use the wheelchair 
spaces provided by service providers similar to the way on-street disabled parking bays are re-
served for disabled persons; and if disabled spaces on buses, trains and so on can be reserved. 
[3972/17]

31/01/2017WRZZ01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  I would like to thank 
the Deputy for raising this important issue.

An accessible public transport system is of fundamental importance and improved access is 
one of the statutory objectives of the National Transport Authority.

Accessibility features are built into all new public transport infrastructure projects and ve-
hicles from the design stage and newer systems such as the Luas are fully accessible.  With 
regard to existing infrastructure, my Department funds an ongoing programme of accessibility 
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improvement grants to upgrade existing public transport infrastructure and facilities.  This pro-
gramme is being managed by the National Transport Authority (NTA) on behalf of my Depart-
ment. 

In relation to reservation of spaces, reservation is possible on train and some longer-distance 
bus services while in the higher-frequency city bus services the system operates on a first come/
first served basis although priority of space is given to wheelchair users at all times (i.e. as op-
posed to children’s buggies).

Of course irrespective of physical and service improvements, it is a fact of life that usage 
can often depend on the co-operation of all passengers.  There can be isolated instances where 
such co-operation is lacking and those instances are deeply disappointing.  However, I am not 
of the view that the situation requires a legislative response.  As the Deputy knows, legislation 
is a rigid framework which, in the realities of daily operations of public transport services, 
could give rise to a range of unforeseen or unintended consequences.  There may well be a role 
for public information campaigns or improved signage and I can raise that with the National 
Transport Authority and the operators themselves.

31/01/2017WRZZ02000Search and Rescue Service Provision

31/01/2017WRZZ02100714. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the provi-
sions which have been made for the establishment of a grant aid scheme for underwater search 
and recovery as set out in section 4.3.O of the programme for Government.  [4048/17]

31/01/2017WRZZ02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Irish Coast Guard 
as a division of my Department has the delegated responsibility for maritime Search and Res-
cue.  The Coast Guard provides maritime Search and Rescue through its three Rescue Co-
ordination Centres, and dedicated search and rescue units.

These Search and Rescue Units are comprised of the Search and Rescue helicopters and 
Coast Guard Volunteer Units.  Search and Rescue Units are also ‘declared’ to the Coast Guard 
from the RNLI, with which the Coast Guard has a very close working relationship.

In late 2016 my Department was assigned responsibility for section 4.3.O of the Programme 
for Government.  Due to the recent assignment of responsibility, there has not yet been oppor-
tunity for any in- depth analysis to take place.  The Deputy will appreciate that it is important 
that the appropriate analysis take place in advance of finalising the proposed grant aid scheme, 
particularly given the relationship to the health and safety diving regulations and recreational 
divers, and other more general issues related to the Coast Guard’s functions in relation to mari-
time Search and Rescue. 

31/01/2017WRZZ02300Road Improvement Schemes

31/01/2017WRZZ02400715. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will allocate funding to Kilkenny County Council under the specific improvement grant scheme 
or the non-national strategic improvement grant scheme for the R704 Listerlin road widening 
scheme (details supplied); his views on the fact that the project cannot be funded via the low 
cost safety improvement grant scheme due to the estimated cost of works of €80,000 which 
would represent 35% of the annual low cost safety scheme allocation and is therefore consid-
ered too high to come under same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4072/17]
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31/01/2017WRZZ02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As you know the 
improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads, such as the R704 Listern road wid-
ening scheme, is the statutory responsibility of Kilkenny County Council, in accordance with 
the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works on those roads are funded from the 
Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.

Applications for funding under the low cost safety improvment scheme in 2017 were invited 
in September 2016.  Councils were made aware of the conditions in relation to applications for 
funding and were advised that preference would be given to proposals in the cost range €2,000 
to €30,000 and that proposals in higher cost ranges, (i.e. €30,000 to €250,000) may be consid-
ered if the benefit to cost ratio is promising.  Kilkenny applied for funding for 10 schemes to 
the sum of €287,000.  The Council were notified of approval of funding for 7 of these projects 
to the sum of €249,000 on the 24th January.  The R704 Listerlin road widening scheme how-
ever, was not among the applications submitted for funding to the Department.  It is up to indi-
vidual local authorities to submit applications in order of priority.

It is open to Councils to fund road improvement projects from their own resources.  The 
purpose of Exchequer funding is to supplement the own resources of local authorities. 

31/01/2017WRZZ02600Road Improvement Schemes

31/01/2017WRZZ02700716. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
meet with this Deputy to discuss roads funding in Cavan and Monaghan, particularly relating 
to the dangerous condition at a location (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [4073/17]

31/01/2017WRZZ02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  While I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads programme, the con-
struction, improvement and maintenance of individual national roads (including the junction 
of the N3 and the L7031 at Murmod Cross, Virginia, Co. Cavan), is a matter for Transport 
Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the local authorities 
concerned.

Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please advise my 
private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

As regards the improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads in Counties Cavan 
and Monaghan, this is the statutory responsibility of the relevant local authority, in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works on those roads are funded from 
the local authorities’ own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial selection 
and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.

On 24 January, I announced the 2017 regional and local road allocations to all local authori-
ties, which represents an increase of about 9% this year.  The priority in 2017 continues to be 
the maintenance of our existing road network.  My Department has to work within the budgets 
available to it in the Capital Plan and all grant funding for 2017 has now been allocated.

I am happy to meet with any Deputy to hear his or her concerns.  Please contact my private 
office if you wish to arrange such a meeting.

31/01/2017WRZZ02900Motor Insurance Regulation
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31/01/2017WRZZ03000717. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
plans his Department has developed or is in the process of developing to address the issue of 
excessive quotes for wheelchair access taxis in view of the fact that such quotes have a detri-
mental effect on the dynamics of the licences issued by his Department; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [4139/17]

31/01/2017WRZZ03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the regulation of the small public service vehicle 
(SPSV) industry, including licensing of wheelchair accessible vehicles, under the provisions of 
the Taxi Regulation Act 2013.

On the issue of the cost of motor insurance, as I advised the Deputy in reply to his Ques-
tion No. 279 on 19th January 2017, I am acutely aware that the rising costs of motor insurance 
for drivers generally are also affecting the taxi industry.  The implications of the current insur-
ance difficulties faced by those in the taxi sector are of concern to me and the Government.

The Working Group established last year, by the Minister for Finance, to review the fac-
tors which are influencing the increase in cost of motor insurance, considered issues raised by 
particular sectors including taxi drivers in relation to both the availability and cost of SPSV 
insurance.

In its Report, published by the Minister for Finance, Michael Noonan TD and Minister of 
State for Financial Services, Eoghan Murphy TD on 10 January 2017, the Working Group states 
that the starting point for its consideration of the issues in relation to the overall motor insur-
ance area, including the taxi sector, is that it is not possible for it to make recommendations 
on pricing as this is primarily a commercial matter for insurers.  The Working Group indicated 
to all stakeholders throughout the process, that there is no immediate solution to the issue.  
However, the Working Group believes that the implementation of the Report’s 33 recommen-
dations and 71 associated actions will lead to greater stability in the pricing of motor insurance 
and will help prevent the volatility that we have seen in the market in the past (both up and 
down) and should also better facilitate potential new entrants to the market.

My Department, together with the appropriate bodies, will work towards implementing the 
Recommendations in the Report that are relevant to the taxi industry within the required time-
lines.

31/01/2017WRZZ03200Tourism Employment Data

31/01/2017WRZZ03300718. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the body 
under the aegis of his Department which oversees and has responsibility for hospitality and 
tourism skills development policy here; his views on the shortage of chefs and skilled hospital-
ity staff; and the proposals his Department is considering to address this crisis.  [4146/17]

31/01/2017WRZZ03400719. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the agency un-
der the remit of his Department which has oversight and responsibility for hospitality and tour-
ism skills development policy here; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4214/17]

31/01/2017WRZZ03500732. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the role 
which his Department plays in the development of tourism and hospitality skills and train-
ing policy; the extent to which co-operation exists with other Departments, agencies, bodies 
and other stakeholders in policy development; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[4478/17]
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31/01/2017WRZZ03600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 718, 719 and 732 together.

The Department of Education and Skills has overall lead responsibility for skills develop-
ment policy across all sectors, including hospitality and tourism.  Their work to strengthen the 
capacity of people working in the tourism sector complements Fáilte Ireland’s efforts to encour-
age, promote and support tourism as a leading indigenous component of the Irish economy.

It is critically important to ensure that there is an adequate supply of skilled staff in the tour-
ism sector, including key roles such as chefs, food service, accommodation services, and tour 
guides.  In line with my Department’s Tourism Action Plan 2016-2018, which is overseen by 
the Tourism Leadership Group, Fáilte Ireland is committed to working with the tourism indus-
try and the wider education and training sector to implement recommendations contained in the 
report of the Expert Group on Future Skills Needs (EGFSN) in the hospitality sector.  In this 
regard, Fáilte Ireland participates in the Hospitality Skills Oversight Group, which is the na-
tional oversight and advisory group established to oversee skills development and promotion in 
the tourism sector, including monitoring the implementation of the EGFSN recommendations.

This collaborative approach, involving key industry stakeholders, education and training 
providers and relevant Government departments and agencies, is the most effective way to 
tackle the current challenges and to support the sustainable development of the Irish tourism 
industry.

31/01/2017WRZZ03700Departmental Funding

31/01/2017WRZZ03800720. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding which was provided by his Department toward the construction of a project (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4286/17]

31/01/2017WRZZ03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  I have no function in 
relation to funding for this scheme.

My Department understands from Tipperary County Council that funding was sought for 
the most recent phase of this project under the Town and Village Renewal Scheme which is 
operated under the aegis of the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs.

31/01/2017WRAAA00200Tourism Funding

31/01/2017WRAAA00300721. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount of funding that was allocated by his Department to Kildare in 2015 and 2016 for tour-
ism and hospitality training; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4323/17]

31/01/2017WRAAA00400724. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to Cork North Central by his Department for tourism and hospitality skills 
during 2015 and 2016.  [4405/17]

31/01/2017WRAAA00500730. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the total 
funding allocated by his Department to County Donegal-based training facilities for the provi-
sion of tourism and-or hospitality related training courses and programmes for 2015 and 2016; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4476/17]
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31/01/2017WRAAA00600731. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the total 
funding allocated by his Department to all institutions and training facilities for the provision 
of tourism and-or hospitality related training courses and programmes for 2015 and 2016; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4477/17]

31/01/2017WRAAA00700737. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount of funding allocated to the Mayo constituency for tourism and hospitality skills train-
ing in 2015 and 2016 by his Department.  [4652/17]

31/01/2017WRAAA00800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 721, 724, 730, 731 and 737 together.

The Department of Education and Skills has overall lead responsibility for skills develop-
ment policy generally across all sectors, including hospitality and tourism, and oversees the 
bulk of training provided nationally, channelling funding through its agency SOLAS for further 
education and through the Higher Education Authority (HEA) for higher education.

A limited number of complementary tourism-related business development and training 
supports are provided by Fáilte Ireland, in line with its responsibility for encouraging, promot-
ing and supporting tourism as a leading indigenous component of the Irish economy.

As this is an operational matter for the Board and management of Fáilte Ireland, I have 
referred the Deputies’ questions on to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply with the specific funding 
information sought.  Please contact my private office if a response is not received within ten 
working days.

31/01/2017WRAAA00900Olympic Council of Ireland

31/01/2017WRAAA01000722. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the progress 
being made by the inquiry into practices in the Olympic Council of Ireland; if he has received 
an interim report or updated memorandum; if so, his plans to publish same; when he expects the 
investigation to be complete; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [4355/17]

31/01/2017WRAAA01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): At the request of 
Judge Carroll Moran, an extension to end March 2017 has been granted for the completion of 
this Inquiry.  No interim report has been received and none is expected in advance of the ex-
pected presentation of the final report at end March 2017.  Subject to consideration of any legal 
issues arising, it is envisaged that the report will be published shortly thereafter.

31/01/2017WRAAA01200Bus Éireann

31/01/2017WRAAA01300723. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide a summary of the plan that was presented to his Department in early 2016 from Bus 
Éireann regarding the commercial business, in addition to the advice received from NewERA 
relating to financial difficulties at the company; and if he will publish the report.  [4367/17]

31/01/2017WRAAA01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, Bus Éireann is developing plans to address its financial position.  The company is cur-
rently loss-making and these losses are not sustainable.  The Company’s difficulties stem from 
its commercial Expressway services which are not subsidised by the taxpayer and operate in 
competition  with other non-subsidised operators.
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During the course of 2016 Bus Éireann management worked on developing a business plan 
to address the loss making situation in its commercial Expressway business.  Several drafts of 
Bus Éireann’s proposals were presented to my Department and NewERA – my Department’s 
financial advisors – and were discussed.  These discussions highlighted some shortcomings that 
existed in the draft proposals.

In September 2016 the Board of Bus Éireann commissioned its own independent consul-
tants, Grant Thornton, to review the company’s proposals and to advise the Board.  The con-
sultants’ confidential report to the Board - which was widely commented upon in the media 
- essentially came up with a similar analysis as that which had been given over the preceeding 
months by the Department and NewERA.  Arising from the Board’s consideration of the Grant 
Thornton advice, the company has now embarked upon developing a new plan to address the 
company’s loss making situation and restore it to a sustainable future, and it aims to have this 
plan in a few weeks’ time.  Meanwhile it is taking various measures to address its costs.  One of 
several elements of the plan will be proposals to address the Company’s pay bill, and to this end 
the Company has put forward proposals on which it is seeking to negotiate with staff.

  Question No. 724 answered with Question No. 721.

31/01/2017WRAAA01600Road Traffic Legislation

31/01/2017WRAAA01700725. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the changes 
which can be expected from the Road Traffic (PRüM Decisions) Bill; and if a date has been 
agreed as to when the Bill will be brought before Dáil Éireann.  [4417/17]

31/01/2017WRAAA01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): EU Council Deci-
sions 2008/615/JHA and 2008/616/JHA, commonly referred to as the ‘Prüm Decisions’, relate 
to measures on the stepping up of cross-border cooperation, particularly in combatting terror-
ism and cross-border crime.

The Decisions include conditions and procedures for the automated exchange of DNA, fin-
gerprint and vehicle registration data, with the latter falling within the remit of my Department 
and the National Vehicle and Driver File (NVDF).

There are two dimensions in relation to the exchange of vehicle registration data under the 
Decisions, namely requests from other EU Member States for details on Irish registered vehi-
cles and requests from Irish law enforcement authorities (An Garda Síochána and the Revenue 
Commissioners) for details on vehicles registered in other Member States.

While it is considered that the NVDF is best suited to fulfil the designated national contact 
point role for incoming requests for vehicle registration data, that role must be underpinned in 
primary legislation.

The General Scheme of a Road Traffic (‘Prüm Decisions’) Bill, which is currently being 
prepared by my officials, will provide such legal vires in addition to setting out the mechanisms 
for the exchange of vehicle registration data.  I intend bringing a Memorandum to Government 
in that regard as soon as possible.

31/01/2017WRAAA01900Bus Éireann Services

31/01/2017WRAAA02000726. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
Bus Éireann Expressway service (details supplied) is being withdrawn; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [4448/17]

31/01/2017WRAAA02100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan):  As the Deputy is aware, Bus Éireann is developing plans to address its financial 
position.  The Company is currently loss-making and these losses are not sustainable.

In developing its plans, the Company is seeking to ensure a sustainable future for it in the 
years ahead; however, those plans remain under development and the company are seeking 
to engage with its employees on its proposals to secure the company’s future.  I am firmly of 
the belief that difficult issues such as this can only be resolved through open, constructive and 
realistic engagement between the company and its employees and I encourage both sides to 
engage constructively on the matter.

Separately I also recently met with the National Transport Authority who outlined to me 
their powers and responsibilities in relation to the provision of public transport services.  I was 
assured by the NTA that it will work with local communities to maintain an appropriate level of 
public transport connectivity in the event of any reconfiguration of existing services.  The NTA 
will ensure rural communities will stay connected even if there are any changes to Bus Eireann 
expressway services.

31/01/2017WRAAA02200Severe Weather Events Expenditure

31/01/2017WRAAA02300727. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the criteria 
that were used by his Department in deciding the allocations for the severe weather regional 
and local road funding in 2016; if these allocations were based on a needs assessment of impact 
of the flooding on roads in each local authority; if not, the reason this was the case; and if this 
funding could only be spent on repairing extraordinary damage caused by the severe weather.  
[4463/17]

31/01/2017WRAAA02400728. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
only €93.8 million was allocated to local authorities in 2016 to repair damage caused by severe 
weather, rather than the €106 million that was initially announced by the Minister on 19 Febru-
ary 2016. [4464/17]

31/01/2017WRAAA02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 727 and 728 together.

Following receipt of initial estimates from local authorities of the cost of storm damage re-
pairs, it was decided in January 2016 to allocate €106m to assist in the repair of storm and flood 
damage to transport infrastructure.  The figure of €106 million comprised €8 million for repairs 
to the rail network, €8 million for national roads and the balance for regional and local roads.  
The regional and local allocation included funding set aside from my Department’s Vote as well 
as additional funding made available by Government.

Following this decision, my Department sought detailed submissions  from local authori-
ties before allocating severe weather funding for regional and local roads.  The funding was 
allocated in 2 tranches in February 2016 (to facilitate getting programmes underway as quickly 
as possible) and May (some funding was held back to allow time for further investigations e.g. 
on bridges).  In total the Department received funding applications considerably in excess of 
the available funding.  Following the review of local authority submissions by the Department, 
over €93 million was allocated to the local authorities affected by the severe weather and the 
final draw down is in line with that.  Local authorities were given flexibility to prioritise projects 
when drawing up their programme of works.  
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Local authorities were informed that the Department of Public Expenditure, in approving 
the additional funding for repair works, had stipulated that the monies involved had to be drawn 
down in 2016 and that for that reason works listed in returns for implementation in 2017 could 
not be considered for funding.

31/01/2017WRAAA02600Road Improvement Schemes

31/01/2017WRAAA02700729. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if fund-
ing will be provided to complete a road improvement at a junction (details supplied). [4466/17]

31/01/2017WRAAA02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads in its area is a statutory function of a local authority 
in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993.  Works on such roads 
are a matter for the relevant local authority to be funded from its own resources supplemented 
by State road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of projects to be funded from these 
monies is a matter for each local authority.

When allocating grant funding, my Department has emphasised that the commitment of lo-
cal authorities to contribute significantly from their own resources towards the cost of improv-
ing and maintaining the regional and local roads network is essential.  Full consideration needs 
to be given to utilising the Local Property Tax to boost own resources expenditure on regional 
and local road maintenance and renewal.

  Questions Nos. 730 and 731 answered with Question No. 721.

  Question No. 732 answered with Question No. 718.

31/01/2017WRAAA03400Roads Maintenance Funding

31/01/2017WRAAA03500733. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
details of exact funding approved for the Coonagh to Knockalisheen road in Limerick as part of 
his announcement on 24 January 2017. [4496/17]

31/01/2017WRAAA03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Details of the 2017 
regional and local road grant allocations to each local authority are available in the allocations 
booklet lodged in the Dáil Library.

31/01/2017WRBBB00150Invasive Plant Species

31/01/2017WRBBB00200734. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport fur-
ther to his funding announcement on 24 January 2017, the amount each local authority will 
receive to deal with eradicating Japanese knotweed, by county, in tabular form; and the local 
authority areas which have reported the existence of Japanese knotweed.  [4500/17]

31/01/2017WRBBB00250Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):   My Department is 
participating in a joint initiative with Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) to map and treat the 
invasive plant species Japanese Knotweed.  This involves a rolling programme led by TII.  

The amounts which will be allocated to different local authorities in 2017 is still under con-
sideration in conjunction with TII.
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31/01/2017WRBBB00275Road Network

31/01/2017WRBBB00300735. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
detail of exact funding approved for the repairs to a bridge (details supplied); and if he will 
request Limerick County Council to erect a memorial to the two men who died tragically on 29 
August 2015 while carrying out maintenance works at the bridge. [4504/17]

31/01/2017WRBBB00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): An allocation of 
€700,000 has been provided to Limerick Council in 2017 for repairs to Thomond Bridge.

Approval from my Department would not be required in respect of any memorial plaque 
which Limerick Council may wish to provide at Thomond Bridge.  However, I appreciate 
that the local authority may wish to erect a plaque to commemorate the two brave men who 
perished and can see no difficulty with them doing so.

31/01/2017WRBBB00500Sports Funding

31/01/2017WRBBB00600736. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
grants or other forms of financial assistance available to soccer clubs with amateur status. 
[4636/17]

31/01/2017WRBBB00700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) is the Government’s primary vehicle to 
support the development of sports facilities and the purchase of sports equipment.

The 2017 round of the programme is currently open for applications.  Applications must be 
made online at www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie.  The application period closes at 5pm on 24 
February, 2017.  Clubs and sports groups not already registered on the website can do so until 
5pm on 10 February 2017.

Information on how to make an application, including written and a link to an online You-
Tube guides to the application process are also available on the website.

  Question No. 737 answered with Question No. 721.

31/01/2017WRBBB00900Departmental Staff Data

31/01/2017WRBBB01000738. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of staff under the aegis of his Department in the clerical officer, staff officer or equivalent grade; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4943/17]

31/01/2017WRBBB01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As at 31 December, 
2016 there were 116 Clerical Officers (103.93 full time equivalent) and 11 Staff Officers (9.3 
full time equivalent) in my Department.

I have asked the non-commercial agencies under the aegis of my Department to provide the 
Deputy with the information requested in respect of their organisations.  If you do not receive a 
reply from the agencies within ten working days please advise my private office.

31/01/2017WRBBB01200Copyright Legislation Review
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31/01/2017WRBBB01300739. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if she will 
undertake a full review of the rights of artists here including a thorough examination of existing 
copyright laws and the current Competition Act. [4089/17]

31/01/2017WRBBB01400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): In 
response to Parliamentary Question No. 294 put down by the Deputy on 20 October 2016, I in-
formed the Deputy that Government had approved the General Scheme of a Copyright Bill, the 
main purpose of which is to respond to certain of the recommendations contained in the Report 
of the Copyright Review Committee entitled “Modernising Copyright”, which was published 
in October 2013.  Formal drafting of the Bill with the Office of Parliamentary Counsel is cur-
rently in progress.

Artists who are employees in Ireland have the same rights as all other employees.  In cases 
of self-employed artists, as with other self-employed workers, the application of competition 
law would only be a consideration if there are allegations of anti-competitive behaviour.

31/01/2017WRBBB01500Health and Safety

31/01/2017WRBBB01600740. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the advice she would provide to a person who has had an accident in work due to lax health 
and safety practices and is dissatisfied with the outcome of the Health and Safety Authority’s 
inspection; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4471/17]

31/01/2017WRBBB01700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
Health and Safety Authority (HSA) investigates workplace accidents and fatalities under the 
provisions of the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act, 2005.  The Authority is independent 
of the Department and the Minister in the conduct of such investigations and in its decision-
making (together with the DPP) on whether to prosecute or not based on the findings in each 
case.

In instances where an individual is dissatisfied with the outcome of an investigation this 
must be pursued directly with the Authority in the first instance.  The HSA is committed to 
providing the highest level of customer service.  In this regard the Authority has a Customer 
Service Charter which outlines its commitment and provides details of what a person can expect 
in their dealings with the Authority.  If for any reason a person is not satisfied with the service 
that they receive from the HSA the Customer Charter outlines how a complaint can be made to 
the Authority and how that complaint will be dealt with.

This Charter sets out the procedures in relation to both the making of informal complaints 
and formal complaints.  A formal complaint will tend to be of a more serious nature and will be 
thoroughly investigated by a senior Investigating Manager who will endeavour to resolve the 
complaint within thirty working days of receiving it.  The Investigating Manager will advise 
the complainant (in writing for written complaints and verbally for verbal complaints) of the 
findings of the investigation, any recommendations considered appropriate and the reasons for 
such findings and recommendations.  In a situation where a complainant is dissatisfied with the 
response they have received they have a right of appeal which will involve an independent re-
view of the response by an Assistant Chief Executive (ACE) of the HSA (where the ACE might 
have acted as the Investigating Manager the appeal will be dealt with by the Chief Executive of 
the HSA).  Reviews on foot of an appeal will be completed within twenty working days.

For more information please see the link to the HSA Customer Service Charter on the HSA 
website: http://www.hsa.ie/eng/Publications_and_Forms/Publications/Corporate/customer_
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service_charter.pdf.

31/01/2017WRBBB01800Workplace Relations Commission

31/01/2017WRBBB01900741. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the rea-
son it is taking up to eight months for persons to have their cases scheduled for hearings under 
the Equality and Redundancy Acts by the Workplace Relations Commission; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [3847/17]

31/01/2017WRBBB02000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
Deputy should note that the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) is independent in the 
exercise of its quasi-judicial function and I have no direct involvement in its day to day opera-
tions or adjudication function.

Notwithstanding this, I am informed that the establishment of the WRC has significantly 
reduced the delays in the hearing of cases in some bodies that it replaced.

Specifically, in relation to complaints under equality legislation, I understand that during 
2016 the WRC received 1,537 specific complaints under equality legislation.  Of these ap-
proximately 25% have been scheduled and the average period between date of receipt of the 
complaint and the first hearing date is approximately 25 weeks. 

The remaining complaints received in 2016 include a number of multiple complainants 
against single respondents.  These complaints are “on hold” at the request of the parties for a 
variety of reasons, including the availability of the parties/witnesses, requests from parties or 
their representatives for the hearing not to proceed for myriad reasons including ill health, un-
availability of a key witness, settlement talks etc.  While these scenarios are outside the control 
of the WRC, they naturally impact on timelines for hearings. 

Furthermore, it must be borne in mind that the ability of the Commission to schedule cases 
is influenced by a number of factors; the completeness of the information on the initial com-
plaint form; the need to seek statements in equality/unfair dismissal cases and the availability 
of Adjudicators.

Complaints under equality legislation are, in general, complex matters, where the facts sur-
rounding the complaint can be quite sensitive and often disputed. 

Consequently, parties are required to furnish comprehensive details of the issues in dispute, 
in advance of the hearing.  This enables each party and the Adjudicating Officer, to have prior 
notice of the arguments which the other side will be relying upon.  Moreover, there may be sig-
nificant aspects of law at issue.  Affording the parties adequate time to address these matters at 
the outset facilitates the efficient conduct and smooth hearing of the matter later on.

The Deputy may be interested to know that in feedback received by the WRC as part of its 
stakeholder engagement, there was a strong view that both equality and unfair dismissal cases 
may actually require a longer lead in time for scheduling.

The situation under the redundancy legislation is that the Commission received 722 specific 
complaints in 2016, of which approximately 50% have already been scheduled.  The average 
period between the date of receipt of the complaint and the first hearing date is just under 19 
weeks.  A considerable number of the remaining complaints are linked to complaints under 
other employment rights statutes, including linked claims for unfair dismissal.  These linkages 
impact on the scheduling period, and similar to the situation under the equality legislation, ex-
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ternal requests for more time are also a delaying factor.

I can assure the Deputy that the WRC is doing everything within its control to ensure that 
cases are brought on for hearing without undue delay.  However, the Commission is always 
mindful that parties must have sufficient time to prepare for cases bearing in mind the often 
sensitive nature of the cases.

Should the Deputy have details of a particular complaint which has been lodged for eight 
months and has not yet been scheduled for hearing, she might contact the Commission’s Direc-
tor of Adjudication so that the matter can be investigated.

31/01/2017WRBBB02100Ticket Touting

31/01/2017WRBBB02200742. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
action she is taking to prevent the exploitation of consumers by ticket touts and to ensure equi-
table access to tickets for entertainment, sporting and other events; the detail of her discussions 
with the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport on this matter; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [3949/17]

31/01/2017WRBBB02300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): 
In response to the public concern over the issue of ticket resale, I met with the Minister for 
Tourism and Sport in October 2016.  My Department then undertook an examination of the 
primary and secondary ticket markets and the measures taken, or not taken, in other countries 
to regulate these markets.  That examination led to the detailed consultation paper which I is-
sued on 20 January 2017 together with the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport and the 
Minister for Tourism and Sport.  Though ticket resale has been the subject of considerable com-
ment, there is a lack of reliable information about important aspects of the practice, including 
its extent, the sources of tickets put up for resale, and the prices achieved, as opposed to adver-
tised, on the secondary ticket market.  The aim of the consultation is to provide us with a better 
understanding of the issue and to help us identify the practical measures that might be taken 
to give consumers fairer access to tickets in the future.  Those measures may include changes 
to the existing regulatory framework.  That will be determined following an assessment of the 
responses to the consultation and other relevant factors. 

My Department has overall responsibility for consumer protection.  The Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport and the Minister for Tourism and Sport have a role on the issue because 
of the wish to ensure that fans can access tickets for sporting events on fair terms and because of 
commitments given to UEFA in connection with the Euro 2020 Championship and to be given 
to World Rugby in connection with the bid for the 2023 Rugby World Cup.  Major concerts and 
sporting events also draw large numbers of visitors to Ireland and are important for the tourism 
sector.  Our discussions to date have focused on the decision to hold a public consultation and 
the arrangements for the launch of the consultation.

31/01/2017WRBBB02400Enterprise Ireland

31/01/2017WRBBB02500743. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the total 
number of Enterprise Ireland companies per county that have an unlimited structure, in tabular 
form; the total number of supported jobs of such companies per county at 31 December 2016; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4006/17]

31/01/2017WRBBB02600744. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the total 
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number of unlimited companies per county registered with the Companies Registration Office 
at 31 December 2016, in tabular form; the total number of supported jobs of such companies 
per county; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4007/17]

31/01/2017WRBBB02700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 743 and 744 together.

On 31 December 2016, there were 206,868 companies on the register of the Companies 
Registration Office (CRO).  4,555 of these companies are individually incorporated as unlim-
ited companies.  Data on employee numbers is not available on the CRO register.

I am informed that of the 5,000 Enterprise Ireland (EI) client companies, 310 are unlimited 
companies employing 36,976 people.  It should be noted that a large number of the 310 unlim-
ited companies are individual companies within wider group structures.  The number of distinct 
companies that have an unlimited structure and that are EI clients would be approximately 160 
unlimited companies.

It should also be noted that my Department’s Employment Survey on EI supported jobs is 
conducted on a plant/location basis rather than a company basis.  The total number of plants 
owned by the 310 unlimited companies was 350, as some companies have several plants across 
the country. 

Information on the total number of companies on the CRO register by county, the total num-
ber of companies that are registered as unlimited by county, the number of unlimited plants and 
jobs by county supported by EI is set out in the following table.

County *Total   No. of 
companies

*No.   of unlim-
ited companies

**No.   of 
unlimited plants 
supported by EI

**No   of 
employees in 
EI supported un-
limited compa-
nies

Carlow 1836 29 6 217
Cavan 2286 48 8 1684
Clare 4521 83 5 699
Cork 23349 483 35 5725
Donegal 4695 53 14 611
Dublin 86997 2440 112 7647
Galway 9253 144 8 603
Kerry 5187 118 12 1854
Kildare 7723 127 16 1503
Kilkenny 3131 62 9 408
***Laois, 
Leitrim, Sligo

4805 37  6 284

Limerick 7664 159 8 1168
Longford 1181 21 6 1505
Louth 5324 115 18 966
Mayo 3857 49 10 1109
Meath 6700 147 13 2671
Monaghan 2151 56 13 1656
Offaly 2161 34 4 642
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County *Total   No. of 
companies

*No.   of unlim-
ited companies

**No.   of 
unlimited plants 
supported by EI

**No   of 
employees in 
EI supported un-
limited compa-
nies

Roscommon 1720 21 4 512
Tipperary 4874 80 19 2057
Waterford 3905 64 7 1363
Westmeath 3261 51 5 353
Wexford 4923 83 8 1679
Wicklow 5364 51 4 97

206868 4555 350 36976
* Source – the CRO

** Source - EI

***Note: Where there are less than four plants in any county they have been amalgamated 
for reasons of commercial sensitivity.

31/01/2017WRBBB02800Local Enterprise Offices Establishment

31/01/2017WRBBB02900745. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if she 
will consider, as part of a collective response to the Brexit result, revisiting the proposals relat-
ing to setting up a local enterprise office in Drogheda to service the Drogheda and east Meath 
area (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4015/17]

31/01/2017WRBBB03000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): As 
previously stated, my Department has no plans to deviate from the current Local Enterprise Of-
fice (LEO) model that was put in place following a Government decision in April 2012.  This 
decision, underpinned by primary legislation, provided for the dissolution of the 35 County 
Enterprise Boards.  Subsequently, 31 LEOs were established in each Local Authority Area, with 
LEO Louth situated in the County Council Offices in Dundalk.

During the first two years of their existence, the LEOs have supported an additional 7,500 
net new jobs nationwide in small and micro enterprises.  The LEO Capital allocation was in-
creased by €4 million for 2017 to continue this momentum.  The LEOs will use the additional 
monies to enhance the competitiveness and longer-term sustainability of start-ups, micro and 
small firms, which is of critical importance in the context of Brexit.  Targeted initiatives will be 
rolled out through every LEO, including Louth, to develop capabilities in innovation, market 
diversification, cost competitiveness and business management. 

In addition, a whole of Government approach has been put in place focussing on Brexit.  
My Department and its agencies are to the forefront of this effort.  Ahead of the referendum we 
conducted a risk assessment of the potential impacts of Brexit across policy areas and this fed 
into the national level assessment led by the Department of An Taoiseach.

Finally, the Department launched eight Regional Action Plan for Jobs in late 2015 and 
this included the North East/North West Regional Action Plan for Jobs which covers Coun-
ties Donegal, Sligo, Leitrim, Cavan, Monaghan & Louth.  An implementation Committee is in 
place and is working hard to deliver on the actions agreed within the plan that was created fol-
lowing extensive consultation with stakeholders.  LEO Louth is a member of the Implementa-
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tion Committee and is very much involved in driving the Regional Action Plan for Jobs agenda 
in that region.

31/01/2017WRBBB03100Employment Rights

31/01/2017WRBBB03200746. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
if she has examined payment policies and their impact on employees, for example, when em-
ployees are paid monthly and begin a new job they can be up to five weeks without any income; 
her plans to conduct such a review and reduce this time period to two weeks; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [4057/17]

31/01/2017WRBBB03300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): Un-
der the Payment of Wages Act, 1991, modes of payment of wages are regulated.  The methods 
of payment that are permitted include the following:

- a cheque or bank draft drawn on any of the commercial banks or a Trustee Savings Bank;

- a Payable Order or Warrant, issued by a Minister of the Government, Local Authority, etc.;

- a Postal Order, Money Order or Payable Order Warrant issued by or drawn on An Post;

- a credit transfer to an account specified by the employee;

- cash.

This Act also requires employers to provide a statement regarding wages to employees and 
regulates the deductions from wages that can be made.  Payment intervals are not regulated.  
The matter is essentially a matter of contract between an employer and an employee.  As this 
matter has not been one of contention, I have no plans to regulate to create a statutory upper 
limit of two weeks. 

The Terms of Employment Information Act 1994 (as amended) (the 1994 Act) provides that 
an employer must provide an employee with a written statement of certain particulars of the 
terms of employment, including “the length of the intervals between the times at which remu-
neration is paid, whether a week, a month or any other interval”.

I am reviewing certain aspects of the 1994 Act in the context of bringing forward proposals 
in response to the University of Limerick Study on zero hour contracts and low hour contracts.  
The policy response will seek to ensure that workers are better informed about the nature of 
their employment arrangements and their core terms at an early stage in their employment.  In 
this respect, my Department is currently engaged in a dialogue process with ICTU and Ibec 
with a view to securing broad agreement before proposals are finalised.  This work is nearing 
conclusion.

31/01/2017WRCCC00200IDA Data

31/01/2017WRCCC00300747. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the number 
of foreign direct investment supported jobs in, created in and lost respectively in the Shannon 
Free Zone in each of the years 2014 to 2016, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [4066/17]

31/01/2017WRCCC00400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): IDA 
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Ireland collates its employment data on an annual basis by region and county only.  The Agency 
therefore does not have readily available specific information on foreign direct investment sup-
ported jobs in the Shannon Free Zone.

The following table, however, sets out the total jobs, gross job gains and the gross job losses 
for Co. Clare - where the Shannon Free Zone is located - for the period from 2014-2016.  At 
the end of 2016 there were 71 IDA Ireland client companies in the county, up from 68 in 2014.

County - 2014 2015 2016
Clare Total Jobs 6,486 6,607 6,662
Clare Gross Job Gains 443 530 295
Clare Gross Job 

Losses
-310 -409 -240

31/01/2017WRCCC00500Commercial Rates Impact

31/01/2017WRCCC00600748. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if her 
Department or a body under its aegis has undertaken any research on the costs imposed on 
small to medium businesses of commercial rates; if so, the central findings of this research; and 
the estimated average cost of commercial rates in different local authorities for various sized 
businesses. [4275/17]

31/01/2017WRCCC00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): Im-
proving Ireland’s competitiveness position is a key economic priority for Government.  As set 
out in ‘A Programme for a Partnership Government’, our objective is to protect our national 
competitiveness from unsustainable cost growth and to deliver a job-fit business environment 
which ranks in the top tier globally.

The most recent Costs of Doing Business Report published by the National Competitive-
ness Council provides an assessment of Ireland’s cost competitiveness performance vis-a-vis a 
range of competitor countries.  It found that Ireland’s cost base has improved across a range of 
metrics over the last five years.  This has made Irish firms more competitive internationally and 
made Ireland a more attractive location for firms to base their operations in.  However, despite 
these improvements, the Council warns that Ireland is particularly vulnerable to external shocks 
beyond our control – external risks at the moment include in particular Brexit, oil prices and 
exchange rate movements.  My Department and its agencies continually engage with relevant 
public and private stakeholders, as there is a role for both the public and private sectors alike to 
proactively manage their cost base and drive efficiency improvements.

Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for 
commercial purposes, in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared by 
the independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Act 2001.  Commercial rates 
form an important element of the funding of all local authorities.  The levying and collection 
of rates are matters for each individual local authority.  The Annual Rate on Valuation (ARV), 
which is applied to the valuation of each property, determined by the Valuation Office, to obtain 
the amount payable in rates, is decided by the elected members of each local authority in their 
annual budget and its determination is a reserved function of a local authority.

As set out in the 2016 Action Plan for Jobs, the Department of Housing, Planning, Com-
munity and Local Government encouraged local authorities to exercise restraint in adopting 
the Annual Rates on Valuation and, where appropriate, the Base Year Adjustments for 2016.  It 
encouraged local authorities to provide to the greatest extent possible certainty for commercial 
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ratepayers in terms of the impact harmonisation may have on their rates bills in future years.

Following the reorganisation of local government structures arising from the Local Govern-
ment Reform Act 2014 there are 31 local authorities which adopted an Annual Rate on Valua-
tion (ARV).  11 local authorities are not affected by rates harmonisation measures provided for 
in the Local Government Reform Act 2014.  This is due to those local authorities either having 
amalgamated prior to establishment day under separate amalgamations, or due to there being 
no former town or borough councils in the local authority area.  Two of these local authorities 
(Galway City Council and Limerick City and County Council) increased their ARV for 2016 
and nine adopted the same ARV in 2016 as in 2015.  The average increase in ARV for this 
group of local authorities was 0.46%.  The remaining 20 local authorities are required by law to 
harmonise their rates through implementing the Base Year Adjustment (BYA) process.  In 2016 
of 74 former rating authority areas within the 20 local authorities subject to the BYA, ARVs 
have increased by an average 3.07% in 40, decreased by an average 1.12% in 17 and remain 
unchanged in a further 17.  This equates to an overall average increase of 1.4% in commercial 
property rates.

31/01/2017WRCCC00800Education and Training Provision

31/01/2017WRCCC00900749. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of tourism and hospitality skills training positions allocated to the counties 
of Roscommon and Galway in 2015 and 2016; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[4347/17]

31/01/2017WRCCC01000750. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the amount of funding allocated to counties Roscommon and Galway for tourism and hospi-
tality skills training in both 2015 and 2016; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[4348/17]

31/01/2017WRCCC01100751. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the agency or Government body which has oversight and responsibility for tourism and hospi-
tality skills training here; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4349/17]

31/01/2017WRCCC01200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 749 to 751, inclusive, together.

Fáilte Ireland was established under the National Tourism Development Act 2003.  One of 
its stated primary functions as specified in legislation is: “To encourage, promote and support 
the recruitment, training and education and development of persons for the purposes of employ-
ment within the Tourism Industry”.  Fáilte Ireland is an agency under the aegis of the Depart-
ment of Transport Tourism and Sport.

The Department of Education and Skills is the Department of the Irish state with responsi-
bility for education and training.  This includes further education and training provision in the 
Education and Training Boards as well as within several Institutes of Technology aimed at job 
opportunities in the hospitality and tourism sectors. 

The Hospitality Industry also has a responsibility for the attraction, retention and develop-
ment of its workforce including the provision of career progression opportunities.

The successful development of the sector, including the provision of a sufficient quantity 
and quality of skills, requires a collaborated approach by industry, education and training pro-
viders and other relevant stakeholders.
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My Department has no function with regard to the allocation of funding for skills training 
in the Tourism and Hospitality sector.  SOLAS, operating under the aegis of the Department of 
Education and Skills has oversight of funding allocation for Education and Training Boards and 
may have data available at sector and county level.

31/01/2017WRCCC01300IDA Site Visits

31/01/2017WRCCC01400752. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the num-
ber of IDA visits for potential foreign direct investment for counties Cork, Kerry, Limerick, 
Clare, Galway, Offaly, Laois, Kilkenny and Waterford in each of the years 2012 to 2016, in 
tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4391/17]

31/01/2017WRCCC01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): IDA 
Ireland maintains statistics in relation to site visits by potential investors on a quarterly basis.  
From 2012 to 2016 inclusive, there was a total of 725 IDA Ireland-sponsored site visits to coun-
ties Cork, Kerry, Limerick, Clare, Galway, Offaly, Laois. Kilkenny and Waterford.  The follow-
ing table sets out the breakdown by county of these visits.

It is important to remember that the number of site visits to a particular county is not neces-
sarily an accurate measure of the level of foreign direct investment (FDI) activity in the area.  
That is because approximately 70% of all FDI won by IDA Ireland comes from its existing cli-
ent base, rather than new companies.

Breakdown by County 2012-2016:

County 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Clare 14 5 9 12 18
Cork 38 31 30 48 49
Galway 18 15 19 41 42
Kerry 1 1 3 6 3
Kilkenny 3 3 4 10 10
Laois 0 2 0 4 6
Limerick 30 23 22 40 49
Offaly 3 1 1 8 4
Waterford 26 14 11 31 17

133 95 99 200 198

31/01/2017WRCCC01600Skills Development

31/01/2017WRCCC01700753. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
Skills Ireland is charged with responsibility and oversight for the hospitality and tourism skills 
development policy; the measures she will implement to address the skills shortage for the hos-
pitality and tourism sector; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4425/17]

31/01/2017WRCCC01800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): 
Fáilte Ireland was established under the National Tourism Development Act 2003.  One of its 
stated primary functions as specified in legislation is: “To encourage, promote and support the 
recruitment, training and education and development of persons for the purposes of employ-
ment within the Tourism Industry”.  Fáilte Ireland is an agency under the aegis of the Depart-
ment of Transport Tourism and Sport.
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The Department of Education and Skills is the department of the Irish state with respon-
sibility for education and training.  This includes further education and training provision in 
Education and Training Boards as well as within several Institutes of Technology aimed at job 
opportunities in the hospitality and tourism sectors.

More generally, the hospitality industry itself also has a responsibility for the attraction, 
retention and development of its workforce including the provision of career progression op-
portunities.

The successful development of the sector, including the provision of a sufficient quantity 
and quality of skills, requires a collaborated approach by industry, education and training pro-
viders and other relevant stakeholders.

31/01/2017WRCCC01900Ministerial Meetings

31/01/2017WRCCC02000754. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if she will 
report on the details of meetings she has had with promoters of a facility (details supplied); if 
she will elaborate on the financial, legal and logistical issues that have been alluded to in the 
reply to Parliamentary Question No. 282 of 25 January 2017; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [4515/17]

31/01/2017WRCCC02100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
promoters of this initiative have not contacted myself or my officials since my appointment as 
Minister in May 2016.  My Department had previously raised a number of queries in connec-
tion with the project for which a response is awaited from the promoters.

On the general principles involved, I would emphasise that when my Department consid-
ers any proposals to support enterprise development the key considerations would include: 
that public funds are deployed as effectively and efficiently as possible; the coherence of new 
initiatives with the Government’s wider approach to supporting enterprise and innovation; and 
ensuring robust oversight and governance structures are in place.

31/01/2017WRCCC02200Departmental Staff Data

31/01/2017WRCCC02300755. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the num-
ber of staff under the aegis of her Department in the clerical officer, staff officer or equivalent 
grade; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4939/17]

31/01/2017WRCCC02400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
current number of Clerical Officer, Staff Officer and equivalent grades serving in my Depart-
ment is as set out in the following table. 

Grade No. of Staff Serving in Department
Clerical Officer* 247
Staff Officer 33
*(includes Visually Impaired Telephonist grade staff).

31/01/2017WRCCC02500School Discipline

31/01/2017WRCCC02600756. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
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ber of post-primary first year pupil suspensions by individual school in County Louth for the 
school years 2014-15 and 2015-16 and for September to December 2016; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [3914/17]

31/01/2017WRCCC02700757. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of post-primary first year pupil expulsions by individual school in County Louth for the 
school years 2014-15 and 2015-16 and for September to December 2016; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [3915/17]

31/01/2017WRCCC02800758. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of post-primary second year pupil suspensions by individual school in County Louth for the 
school years 2014-15 and 2015-16 and for September to December 2016; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [3917/17]

31/01/2017WRCCC02900759. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of post-primary second year pupil expulsions by individual school in County Louth for the 
years 2014-15 and 2015-16 and for September to December 2016; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3918/17]

31/01/2017WRCCC03000760. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of post-primary first year pupil notices of intention to expel by individual school in County 
Louth for the current academic year to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[3920/17]

31/01/2017WRCCC03100761. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the total 
post-primary first year pupil notices of intention to expel for the current academic year to date; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3922/17]

31/01/2017WRCCC03200762. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of post-primary second year pupil notices of intention to expel by individual school in 
County Louth for the current academic year to date; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [3924/17]

31/01/2017WRCCC03300763. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the total 
post-primary second year pupil notices of intention to expel for the current academic year to 
date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3926/17]

31/01/2017WRCCC03400764. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the total 
number of post-primary notices of intention to expel in County Louth for the current academic 
year to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3928/17]

31/01/2017WRCCC03500765. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the total 
number of post-primary notices of intention to expel for the current academic year to date; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [3930/17]

31/01/2017WRCCC03600766. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the total 
post-primary suspensions for the school years 2014-15 and 2015-16; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [3932/17]

31/01/2017WRCCC03700767. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the total 
post-primary expulsions for the school years 2014-15 and 2015-16; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3933/17]

31/01/2017WRCCC03800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 756 to 767, inclusive, together.
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I am advised that data is returned by schools to Tusla by student name and date of birth but 
not by school year.  Therefore Tusla has advised that it is not possible to respond to the ques-
tions relating to the school year a student is enrolled in.

I can confirm that the total number of post primary expulsions for the school year 2014/2015 
was 132.

I can further confirm that the total number of post primary expulsions for the school year 
2015/2016 was 156.

I can confirm that the total number of post primary suspensions for the school year 2014/2015 
was 12,698.

I can further confirm that the total number of post primary suspensions for the school year 
2015/2016 was 14,350.

I can confirm that the total number of post primary notices of intention to expel for the cur-
rent academic year to date is 99.

I can confirm that the total number of post primary notices of intention to expel in County 
Louth for the current academic year to date is nine.

31/01/2017WRDDD00250Child Care Services Data

31/01/2017WRDDD00300768. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of subsidised places in child care available annually since 2011, in tabular form. [3756/17]

31/01/2017WRDDD00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): It is my under-
standing that the Deputy requires the number of children registered under the following pro-
grammes since 2011: the Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme and the three 
programmes collectively known as Training and Employment Childcare (TEC) -  the Childcare 
Education and Training Scheme (CETS), After-school childcare (ASCC) and Community Em-
ployment Childcare (CEC).  This information is outlined as follows:

Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme

The CCS programme provides funding to childcare services to enable them to provide qual-
ity childcare at reduced rates to disadvantaged and low income working parents.  Parents qual-
ify as disadvantaged or low income on the basis of means-tested entitlements.    

Prior to its expansion in 2016, about 25,000 children could be catered for under the CCS 
each year. 

Childcare Education and Training Support (CETS) programme 

Under the CETS programme, childcare services are contracted to provide childcare places 
to qualifying Solas or Education and Training Board (ETB) trainees or students for the duration 
of their courses.  In the region of 2,500 full time equivalent places can be catered for annually.

After-School Childcare (ASCC) programme   

The After-School Childcare (ASCC) programme is designed to support low-income and 
unemployed people to take up a job, increase their days of employment or take up a place on a 
Department of Social Protection Employment programme.  The programme provides between 
300 to 500 places per year, depending on the mix between after-school and after-school with 
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pick-up places.

Community Employment Childcare (CEC) programme 

The Community Employment Childcare (CEC) programme is targeted specifically at par-
ticipants in the Community Employment (CE) schemes operated by the Department of Social 
Protection.  The programme provides pre-school places for children up to the age of 5 and after-
school places for primary school children up to the age of 13.

The CEC programme can provide in the region of 1,800 places per year. 

31/01/2017WRDDD00450Child Care Costs

31/01/2017WRDDD00500769. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her De-
partment has commenced the independent review of the cost of providing quality child care in 
private and community settings; and the expected date of its completion. [3758/17]

31/01/2017WRDDD00600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Given the im-
portance of financial sustainability for the provision of quality childcare, the Programme for 
Government committed to conducting and publishing an independent review of the cost of 
providing quality childcare in Ireland.  This commitment aligns closely with work on the de-
velopment of the Affordable Childcare Scheme, including options for further development of 
the Scheme over time, and initial scoping work on the independent review is being progressed 
in that context. 

Department officials are reviewing previous published research and analysis on the cost of 
childcare provision, are assessing available data sources and are scoping the precise require-
ments for the independent review.  Issues that the review may consider include (1) the total 
average cost of quality childcare provision, (2) variation in cost and the reasons for same, (3) 
the link between cost and quality, (4) the cost of providing childcare services in disadvantaged 
communities and (5) the likely impact of future cost pressures, including the ongoing profes-
sionalisation of the sector.

The independent review is a priority action for the Department in 2017.

31/01/2017WRDDD00650Programme for Government Initiatives

31/01/2017WRDDD00700770. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status 
of the national parenting support plan that was promised in the programme for partnership 
Government document; and the date by which she expects this plan to be published. [3759/17]

31/01/2017WRDDD00800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): A number of 
wide-ranging measures relating to parenting support have recently been introduced.  My De-
partment published a High Level Policy Statement on Parenting and Family Support in 2015.  
The Statement sets out 29 policy messages around improved interagency working, workforce 
development, information and evidence to inform the targeting of resources, integration of 
service planning and delivery, and partnership with children and their parents.  It also under-
scores the importance of developing cross-agency coordination of services to children and their 
families.  

The Child and Family Agency’s Parenting Support Strategy aims to ensure that there are 
appropriate supports and services available to parents within their community; that these ser-
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vices are accessible and friendly and that supports are available to parents at all stages of their 
children‘s development. 

Together, these provide the context for the extensive work of the Child and Family Agency 
in the area of family support including the work of its Prevention, Parenting and Family Sup-
port (PPFS) teams which are currently being rolled out at local level to support a standardised 
approach to the provision of family support.  In addition, the planned Early Years Strategy  cur-
rently in development by this Department will provide an opportunity to consolidate commit-
ments and initiatives relevant to parenting support for parents of the 0-6 age group.

I understand that the UNESCO Child and Family Research Centre is currently researching 
and evaluating Tusla’s Development and Mainstreaming Programme for Prevention, Partner-
ship and Family Support.  I look forward to the outcome of this work which will inform future 
developments in this area, including the development of a National Parenting Support Plan.

31/01/2017WRDDD00850Child Care Services Provision

31/01/2017WRDDD00900771. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the mea-
sures her Department is taking to broaden parental choice for child care; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [3760/17]

31/01/2017WRDDD01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
is committed to the provision of childcare options for families that respect parental choice and 
reflect international evidence on how to attain the best outcomes for children.  While operation-
al responsibility for parental leave does not come under my Department’s remit, I do support 
its extension for parents; particularly in the crucial first year.  The Government has provided 
additional support for stay-at-home parents through the home carer tax credit, which has been 
increased to €1,100 per year.  I also support an increase in the earnings threshold for this, and 
have raised this with the Minister for Finance.

On 28th October, my officials launched a public consultation on the new Affordable Child-
care Scheme for Ireland.  The consultation is focused on the details of the new scheme, as set 
out in the published policy paper, and is intended to inform the further refinement of the scheme 
in advance of its implementation in September 2017.

I would like to stress that my Department is very much open to hearing views about supports 
for parents raising children at home, while also ensuring that the measures announced recently 
are implemented with the needs of children and their parents to the fore.  The Affordable Child-
care Scheme responds to a specific need to increase the affordability, quality and supply of 
early years and school-age care and education services in Ireland.  It also reflects a core recom-
mendation of the 2015 Inter-Departmental Group on Future Investment in Childcare in Ireland 
to replace the existing targeted childcare schemes, which are administratively complex and 
inadequate in terms of accessibility, with a single, streamlined and more user-friendly scheme.

It is important to recognise that the Affordable Childcare Scheme is only one element of a 
broader set of commitments and supports aimed at parents and children.  Although the provi-
sion of improved services for centre-based care is very important, we will not lose sight of the 
needs of children who do not attend them.  In this regard, Better Outcomes Brighter Futures: 
The National Policy Framework for Children and Young People contains a commitment to 
produce Ireland’s first-ever National Early Years Strategy.  The intention is to deliver a cross-
cutting strategy which will take a joined-up, whole of Government approach to the issue of 
supporting children and their families during the early years (0-6 years).  The drafting of the 
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National Early Years Strategy is very advanced and an Open Policy Debate on the strategy was 
held on the 7th December 2016 with a view to publication shortly thereafter.

I, and the wider Department, believe that we need to develop the quality, affordability and 
accessibility of centre-based care, and that achieving this should not affect the supports that we 
can offer parents who opt for other forms of care for their children.

In this regard, my Department is committed to reviewing future policies, and liaising with 
other Departments, to ensure that options for childcare provision respect parental choice.

31/01/2017WRDDD01050Area Based Childhood Programme

31/01/2017WRDDD01100772. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the mea-
sures she is taking to support and expand the ABC scheme; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [3762/17]

31/01/2017WRDDD01200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Area Based 
Childhood (ABC) Programme is a joint prevention and early intervention initiative led by the 
Department of Children and Youth Affairs.  The ABC Programme commenced in 2013 and is 
a time-bound co-funding arrangement of €29.7m for the period 2013 to 2017 in conjunction 
with The Atlantic Philanthropies.  Due to contractual arrangements, each of the existing 13 
sites are scheduled to come to the end of their contracts at various points throughout 2017.  My 
department secured an additional €4.5million in Budget 2016 to extend all of the existing ABC 
Programme to the end of December 2017 bringing the total investment to €34.2 million.  

A key purpose of the ABC Programme is to identify the learning in and across the ABC 
sites and to transfer this learning into existing and established services, in order that we can 
ensure a greater reach and sustained impact in services across the country.  The aim of this is 
to ensure that rather than creating parallel provision, the learning from this programme informs 
the ongoing reform of established services and supports for children and young people in the 
areas of Health, Education, and Social Services.  Mainstreaming the learning in this way will 
bring improvements, not only in specific areas, but across the wider system, thereby addressing 
all areas of disadvantage.  

The extension of all sites to the end of 2017 will provide all sites participating in the ABC 
programme with additional opportunities to evaluate their activities and focus on mainstream-
ing the interventions and programmes that make a real difference to children’s lives.  This ex-
tension also brings the existing ABC programme closer in line with the expected timeline for 
delivery of the national evaluation report in 2018.  The purpose of the national evaluation is to 
assess the impact and implementation of the ABC Programme nationally, which will be crucial 
in charting future developments.

My department is currently reviewing the emerging learning from the programme in terms 
of design and implementation.  We will utilise these learnings and the findings from the national 
evaluation to design future community based prevention and early intervention initiatives to 
meet the Programme for Government commitments. 

As another key step in this regard, my department will hold an open policy debate on the 
existing and emerging learning from the ABC programme.  This event will be on 14 February 
and will include the range of key stakeholders involved in this valuable work.

31/01/2017WRDDD01250Commercial Rates Impact



Questions - Written Answers

450

31/01/2017WRDDD01300773. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
plans to tackle the ongoing issue of high commercial rates within the child care sector for pri-
vate operators in view of the fact that rates bills being received currently for 2017 are up from 
40% to 80% in some areas compared with 2016; and her views on whether this is not sustain-
able and will result in a negative impact on the child care infrastructure if pursued. [3805/17]

31/01/2017WRDDD01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): It is my under-
standing that the valuation/rating code as it applies to early childhood care and education facili-
ties was last altered following the commencement of the Valuation (Amendment) Act 2015 in 
June 2015. 

In summary;

1. Group 1 type facilities referred to in the correspondence are exempt by way of Paragraph 
22 Schedule 4 Valuation Acts 2001- 2015 which provides for the exemption of a building used 
exclusively for the provision of early childhood care and education and occupied by a body 
which is not established and the affairs of which are not conducted for the purpose of making a 
private profit i.e. a not for profit organisation.

2. Group 2 type facilities are exempt under Paragraph 10 Schedule 4 Valuation Acts 2001- 
2015 on the basis that the facility is used exclusively for the provision of educational services 
(ECCE) only.

3. Group 3 type facilities are essentially businesses established for the purpose of making a 
private profit and are therefore rateable.

There are also a number of early childhood care and education facilities which are exempt 
under Paragraph 16 Schedule 4 Valuation Acts 2001- 2015 on the basis that the facility is oc-
cupied by a charitable organisation and used exclusively by that body for charitable purposes.

My officials will be arranging to meet with the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form to discuss the issue of commercial rates for early years services shortly.

31/01/2017WREEE00150Dormant Accounts Fund

31/01/2017WREEE00200774. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the total sum 
of money that will be available to her Department from dormant account funding for 2017; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [3864/17]

31/01/2017WREEE00300775. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the projects 
she plans to support with the dormant account funding allocated to her Department for 2017; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3865/17]

31/01/2017WREEE00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 774 and 775 together.

The Dormant Accounts Fund Action Plans contain a number of specific measures intended 
to support children and disadvantaged young people for which my Department has primary 
responsibility.  A resource allocation of €5.166 million has been made available in 2017 to my 
Department to support a number of ongoing projects and programmes and relevant details are 
set out in the following table for the Deputy’s information.

Projects and Programme Funding Allocation(€000)
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Phone App for young people in State care 94,000
Aftercare Information Packs 22,000
Quality and Capacity Building Programme 3,115,000
Localise Service Skills for Life Programme 100,000
Youth Employment Initiative 33,000
Total 3,364,000
The balance of €1.8 million will be used to fund a number of projects yet to be finalised 

under the 2017 Action Plan.

31/01/2017WREEE00450Refugee Data

31/01/2017WREEE00500776. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to 
Parliamentary Questions Nos. 1709 to 1712, inclusive, of 17 January 2017, if she will provide a 
breakdown of the costs quoted; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4164/17]

31/01/2017WREEE00600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The latest infor-
mation is that all of the young people who have expressed an interest in coming to Ireland are 
boys of 16 and 17 years of age.  Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, has advised that the young 
people will need residential assessment, and then, it is likely in the majority of cases, residential 
placement until they are 18 when aftercare supports will be provided.

The most recent estimate indicates a full year cost to Tusla, for approximately 40 young 
people, will be almost €8 million based on initial estimates and is subject to review pending 
completion of needs assessments for young people.  These estimated costs are broken down as 
follows:-

Description (Indicative) Cost
Staffing
Social workers (additional) €310,000
Aftercare workers (additional) €180,000
Psychologists (additional) €180,000
Services
Therapeutic €300,000
Legal €600,000
Accommodation
3 x new Private Units €3,600,000
1 x new Aftercare Unit €1,200,000
Tusla reconfiguring existing facilities €1,500,000
Total €7,870,000
These estimated costs are similar to the costs incurred for children residential services gen-

erally.  At the end of November 2016, there was a total of 325 children in residential care. 

As Tusla completes the needs assessment, the care needs of the young people and the related 
costs will become clearer.  The €8 million refers to a full year cost but as the young people will 
be arriving on a phased basis the cost for 2017 should be considerably less.

31/01/2017WREEE00650Domestic Violence Services Funding
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31/01/2017WREEE00700777. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
amount of funding a group (details supplied) received in 2016; and the amount it should expect 
to receive in 2017 and when. [4292/17]

31/01/2017WREEE00800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, has statutory responsibility for the care and protection of victims of domes-
tic, sexual and gender based violence whether in the context of the family or otherwise.  At all 
times, Tusla’s key priority is to ensure that the needs of victims of domestic and sexual violence 
are being met in the best way possible.

A network of 60 organisations provide services to victims of domestic, sexual and gender 
based violence in Ireland, including 20 services providing emergency refuge accommodation 
to women and children and 24 community-based domestic violence services.  Tusla has estab-
lished a more co-ordinated approach for provision of these services with a dedicated national 
budget and a single line of accountability.  National investment in domestic, sexual and gender-
based violence services will increase this year. 

Tusla has advised that it allocated €131,539 to the Centre referred to by the Deputy, in 2016.  
Tusla is currently engaging with organisations in the domestic, sexual and gender based vio-
lence services sector regarding funding and service arrangements for 2017 and will be confirm-
ing funding to individual organisations in due course. 

I have emphasised to Tusla, the priority that I attach to the provision of services for those 
impacted by domestic violence.  In 2017, Tusla is giving priority to implementing actions 
contained in the second National Domestic, Sexual and Gender Based Violence Strategy, in 
preparation for ratification of the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combat-
ting Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (the Istanbul Convention), which includes 
improving access to services geographically, including the provision of additional short-term 
and safe, emergency accommodation for women and children.

31/01/2017WREEE00850Children in Care

31/01/2017WREEE00900778. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of children that have been taken into care and whose parents are homeless in each of the past 
four years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4340/17]

31/01/2017WREEE01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, has advised that it does not collect the data requested by the Deputy.  I 
should say that homelessness as part of a family group is not, in of itself, a basis for seeking to 
receive a child into care.  However where there is a specific child protection concern, Tusla can 
investigate and take the child into care, if necessary.

Children in emergency homeless accommodation are in the care of their parent/s and a key 
role of a primary carer is that of protection.  If there is a specific child protection concern, it 
should be reported immediately to Tusla for appropriate response.  Tusla provides family sup-
port and works with relevant services to maximise the supports available to children and fami-
lies who are homeless.  Where underlying problems are identified, for example mental health 
issues, it can refer the family to the appropriate service.

31/01/2017WREEE01050Child Care Services
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31/01/2017WREEE01100779. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her 
attention has been drawn to the recent announcement in budget 2017, that Garda vetted, first 
aid trained and tax compliant child minders are unregistered and thereby excluded from budget 
2017, could be a breach of EU competition laws for the Government by funding one mode of 
child care business, which is centre based, to the detriment of other businesses in this sector, 
such as professional child minders and by creating a market dominance and a monopoly for 
centre based child care businesses. [4426/17]

31/01/2017WREEE01200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I understand 
that the Deputy is referring to the Single Affordable Childcare Scheme, announced as part of 
Budget 2017.  Until last year, the targeted childcare subsidy schemes operated by my Depart-
ment were only available to parents whose children were enrolled in community childcare ser-
vices.  During 2016 this was expanded to allow private childcare providers to participate for the 
first time.  I intend that the Affordable Childcare Scheme will further expand the availability of 
subsidised childcare by increasing the number of providers participating. 

In particular, the Affordable Childcare Scheme will for the first time be open on an equal 
basis to all Tusla-registered childcare providers, regardless of whether they are centre-based 
providers or home-based child minders.  In addition to more than 4,000 centre-based childcare 
providers, which operate independently in a market context, all Tusla-registered child minders 
will be eligible to participate in the scheme.  It is open to any child minder who cares for more 
than three unrelated preschool children in the child minders own home to register with Tusla. 

It is acknowledged that the number of Tusla-registered child minders is currently small.  
In order to meet the needs of parents whose preference is to use a child minder, and to build 
capacity to cater for increased demand in future years, the Department has commenced talks 
with Childminding Ireland (CMI) in recent months to explore a number of options around how 
quality can be assured within the child minding sector.

A Working Group has been established, chaired by CMI, and including officials from Tusla 
and the DCYA, to make recommendations on reforms and supports for the sector in the short, 
medium and long term, and the feasibility and implications of the migration from voluntary to 
mandatory regulation.  These will include recommendations in relation to child minders who 
are not currently eligible to apply for registration with Tusla (those minding three or fewer pre-
school children, or those minding school age children only). 

All existing legislation and international obligations will be considered in the drafting of 
legislation to underpin the Affordable Childcare Scheme.

31/01/2017WREEE01250Departmental Staff Data

31/01/2017WREEE01300780. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
staff under the aegis of her Department in the clerical officer, staff officer or equivalent grade; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4932/17]

31/01/2017WREEE01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The number of 
staff in the Department at the grades of clerical officer, staff officer and equivalent grades is set 
out in the following table, as of 30 January 2017.

GRADE HEADCOUNT WHOLE-TIME EQUIVA-
LENT (WTE)

Temporary Clerical Officer 8 8
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Clerical Officer 37 34.50
Staff Officer 6 4.70
TOTAL 51 47.2

31/01/2017WREEE01450Defence Forces Personnel

31/01/2017WREEE01500781. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the position re-
garding former officers of the Defence Forces who wish to rejoin; the criteria that must be met 
if an officer wishes to rejoin; if policies will be put in place to facilitate such returning members; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3943/17]

31/01/2017WREEE01600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The manpower 
requirement of the Defence Forces is monitored on an ongoing basis in accordance with the 
operational requirements of each of the three services.  Personnel are posted on the basis of 
operational needs across the organisation both at home and abroad.  As there is significant 
turnover of personnel in the Permanent Defence Force, targeted recruitment takes place so as to 
maintain personnel numbers at or near the agreed strength level.  Retention of personnel is also 
a key priority for the Defence Forces. 

One of the key policies supporting personnel retention is the opportunity for extensive per-
sonal and professional development offered by the Defence Forces.  However, it is also the 
case that the extensive training that personnel receive makes them very attractive to employers 
within the private sector.  It is within that context and the emergence of skills gaps in certain 
disciplines within the Defence Forces that the reappointments of former officers may be con-
sidered. 

There have been relatively few requests and subsequent reappointments of retired person-
nel.  Of those who have returned their reappointments have generally been on the basis that 
their experience would be an asset to the organization and to fill an identified skills gap, for ex-
ample in the case of Medical Officers.  It is in this context, the range of issues arising in respect 
of applications from former members of the Defence Forces for reappointment is kept under 
active review.

31/01/2017WREEE01650Military Medals

31/01/2017WREEE01700782. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he will con-
sider awarding a 1916 medal to a person (details supplied). [4014/17]

31/01/2017WREEE01800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I can confirm 
that my Department is currently examining an application for the posthumous award of a 1916 
medal in respect of a veteran of the same name as that referred to by the Deputy.   

A decision has not yet been made in this case as research is ongoing in relation to the iden-
tity and military service of the individual in question.  I am advised that a decision is expected 
to be made in the near future.

31/01/2017WREEE01850Naval Service Staff

31/01/2017WREEE01900783. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he has 
made a decision on the payment of a further allowance to Naval Service personnel serving on 
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the humanitarian mission in the Mediterranean Sea; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [4140/17]

31/01/2017WREEE02000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Members of the 
Naval Service have already received the main allowance due to them for their participation in 
the humanitarian rescue operation in the Mediterranean.  The issue of further recompense in 
respect of this mission was the subject of a claim under the Defence Forces Conciliation and 
Arbitration Scheme.  There was adjudication hearing in respect of PDFORRA’s claim in rela-
tion to their members service as part of the Operation Pontus missions.  This hearing took place 
on Wednesday 26 October 2016, following which, further discussions took place between my 
Department and PDFORRA.  The outcome of these discussions is currently under consideration 
by the Department in consultation with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and 
I hope that the matter should be concluded within the next few weeks.

31/01/2017WREEE02050Defence Forces Properties

31/01/2017WREEE02100784. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that residential properties in the Curragh Camp do not have meter 
point reference numbers which restricts the ability to change electricity supplier; if there is a 
reason for this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4465/17]

31/01/2017WREEE02200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Electricity to res-
idential properties in the Curragh Camp is supplied through a private/military network within 
the Camp.  Because of the nature of the supply from the ESB into the Camp extensive work 
would have to be undertaken to put in new connections from the ESB networks directly to the 
residential properties in order to enable the allocation of meter point reference numbers.  This, 
given the small number of residential users, would not be viable as there would be substantial 
infrastructure costs involved. 

In relation to changing suppliers, you should also be aware that the Office of Government 
Procurement (OGP) issues tenders periodically to ensure that best value for money is obtained 
when purchasing electricity for use within the public sector.  Electricity is supplied to all of the 
Camp through the OGP contract.

31/01/2017WREEE02250Departmental Staff Data

31/01/2017WREEE02300785. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
staff under the aegis of his Department in the clerical officer, staff officer or equivalent grade; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4933/17]

31/01/2017WREEE02400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The number of 
whole time equivalent staff in my Department in the grades of Clerical Officer, Staff Officer and 
equivalent grades at 31 December 2016 was as follows:-   

Grade Numbers 
Clerical Officer or equivalent 105.09 

Staff Officer or equivalent 18.10 
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