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Questions Nos. 1 to 9, inclusive, answered orally.

Questions Nos. 10 to 17, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 18 to 29, inclusive, answered orally.

Departmental Functions

08/11/2016WRA0070030. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
involvement of her Department in the area of prevention and education relating to addiction.  
[33521/16]

08/11/2016WRA00800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The main re-
sponsibility for providing prevention and education support in relation to addiction lies within 
the Department of Health.  However, as Minister for Children and Youth Affairs I recognise that 
every interaction with a child or young person brings an opportunity to improve their health and 
well being.  In Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures improving Health and Well Being is one of 
the five major national outcomes that we seek to achieve for children and young people.

My Department funds the National Longitudinal Survey, Growing Up in Ireland, which has 
just this week released the key findings resulting from a survey of children first looked at aged 
9 and who are now 17 and 18.  The survey shows that children who start drinking or smoking 
earlier are more likely to drink or smoke more frequently than those who start drinking alcohol 
later.  For example of the 15% who had had a drink at 13 years of age, 62% of those drank 
2-4 times per month, compared with 47% who had not.  The survey also showed whilst 69% 
of 17/18 year olds had never used cannabis, 8% reported using it occasionally and 2% used it 
more than once a week.

Much work has been done with respect to the development of alcohol and drug policies in 
youth settings through funding provided by my Department.  We support these services under 
the Youth Service Grant Scheme and the Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund, and 
through the work of a range of youth work organisations.

I believe we need to continue this development throughout all youth organisations within 
the National Quality Standards Framework for Youth Work, and I am committed to working 
with youth organisations for this purpose.  The National Youth Health Programme is a part-
nership operated by the National Youth Council of Ireland with the Youth Affairs Unit of my 
Department and the Health Promotion Unit of the HSE respectively.

The Programme aims to provide a broad-based, flexible health promotion/education sup-
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port and training service.  It includes making healthy choices in relation to alcohol and other 
drugs, to youth organisations and to all those working with young people in the non-formal 
education setting.

School Completion Programme

08/11/2016WRA0090031. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she has had 
discussions with Tusla on the need to increase the budget to the school completion programme; 
her views on whether there is a need to restore funding to this community programme; and if 
she has satisfied herself that it is well funded. [33342/16]

08/11/2016WRA01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla has had 
operational responsibility for the School Completion Programme since 2014.  This includes 
decisions on the allocation of funds to local projects.  The aim of the School Completion Pro-
gramme is to retain young people in the formal education system until they complete the senior 
cycle.  The Programme is designed to improve school attendance and participation of young 
people who are at risk of educational disadvantage.  The programme provides targeted supports 
annually to approximately 37,000 children.

The Economic and Social Research Institute reviewed the programme on behalf of Tusla 
and its report was published in October 2015.  Tusla has taken a number of actions to address 
the findings of the review and to strengthen the operation of the programme for the future.  
My focus now is on ensuring that the reforms proposed in the review are implemented.  I be-
lieve that we should examine the case for additional investment when these reforms have been 
achieved, particularly after the governance arrangements at local and national level have been 
put in place.  The Agency has confirmed that the cost of funding the School Completion Pro-
gramme in 2016 is €24.756m the same as 2014 and 2015. 

I am pleased to note that the Programme is now achieving a school completion rate of over 
90%.  This is a welcome illustration of its effectiveness, and represents a 7% increase since 
2006. 

An important priority for me as Minister for Children and Youth Affairs is to improve at-
tendance and participation in education, particularly for vulnerable children.  The Programme 
for Government commits to publishing a new School Completion Strategy to further improve 
school completion rates, particularly in disadvantaged areas.  I will work closely with the Min-
ister for Education and Skills in developing the new Strategy and in the context of the Govern-
ment programme commitment to a  new Action Plan for Educational Inclusion.  The aim is 
to secure quality educational outcomes for all children, especially those at risk of educational 
disadvantage.

Guardians Ad Litem

08/11/2016WRA0110032. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
her views on her Department’s paper, Preparing a Policy Approach to the reform of Guardian 
Ad Litem Arrangements, with particular reference to the legal representation of guardians ad 
litem in court proceedings; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [33538/16]

08/11/2016WRA01200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): It is widely 
agreed  that reform of our current Guardian ad litem provisions is necessary to address sig-
nificant inadequacies in the existing arrangements.  I want to establish an accountable national 
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system for service management and delivery, and to provide assurances regarding the quality 
and sustainability of services into the future.  In particular, I want to provide in  legislation for 
the status and functions of the Guardian ad litem, as well as for the professional qualifications 
and practical experience required to be eligible to act a Guardian ad litem.

In order to inform key areas of reform, my Department conducted a consultation with stake-
holders.  Some 26 detailed responses to my Department’s paper “Preparing a Policy Approach 
to the Reform of Guardian Ad Litem Arrangements” have been received.  The responses were 
published on my Department’s website on 28th  September 2016.

The overall objectives of my reforms will be to extend the GAL system to benefit the great-
est number of children and young people, and to provide a service that is high quality and sus-
tainable into the future. 

I have recently brought detailed policy proposals to Government and obtained approval for 
the drafting of a General Scheme and Heads of Bill.  This new Bill will address key areas such 
as the establishment of a nationally organised, managed and delivered service which is under-
pinned by clear principles and policies.  The circumstances where a Guardian ad litem should 
be appointed will be set out in the legislation.  The role and powers of the Guardian ad litem will 
be delineated, together with the  professional qualifications and practical experience required to 
be eligible to act as a Guardian ad litem, will be specified. 

I also intend to provide for appropriate access to legal advice and legal representation for 
GALs, while recognising that not every case will require this legal support.  The best interests 
of the child will be the paramount consideration in all of these matters.  I am committed to pro-
gressing these proposals as quickly as possible, and am aiming to have Heads of Bill ready in 
draft form by the end of the year.

Social Workers Recruitment

08/11/2016WRA0130033. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status 
of the deficit in social workers assigned to County Tipperary; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [33434/16]

08/11/2016WRA01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla’s social 
work services in Tipperary are divided between two areas - Mid West Area and Carlow, Kilken-
ny and South Tipperary Area.

At the end of August 2016 the Mid West Area had 124 whole time equivalent social workers 
and the Carlow, Kilkenny and South Tipperary Area had 62 whole time equivalent social work-
ers.  Tusla services are delivered geographically through 17 areas in total and the social worker 
whole time equivalent is reflective of the service needs of the particular area’s population. 

Tusla continues to have ambitious recruitment targets and expects to recruit an additional 90 
whole time equivalent social workers before the end of 2016 and an additional 135 whole time 
equivalent social workers in 2017.  I understand that the allocation of these additional social 
workers in Tusla’s 17 areas, including the two areas incorporating Tipperary, will be informed 
by on-going discussions between Tusla and its Regional HR Managers to identify positions 
required to meet service needs. 

2017 will be the second year of a three year initiative to tackle the issue of child protection 
cases awaiting allocation to a social worker and the additional funding announced by my De-
partment for Tusla in 2017 will allow the Agency to continue its programme of social worker 
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recruitment to address this issue.

Child Care Services Provision

08/11/2016WRA0150034. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the new child 
care scheme is to assist the most disadvantaged in society; the way it is justified that those on 
TEC schemes will be worse off with the child care subvention scheme, considering that those 
parents are the poorest in society; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [33544/16]

08/11/2016WRA01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am pleased to 
assure the Deputy that no recipients will be made worse off as a result of the improvements I 
am introducing.  Under the current programmes, including the TEC programme to which the 
Deputy refers, there are many families with low income-levels who are not currently able to 
access subsidised childcare because of the requirement to be in receipt of certain state benefits 
or attending certain training programmes. 

The benefits of moving to an income-basis for eligibility under the new scheme include:

- Clarity, with a move away from a complex array of eligibility criteria to a single, clear 
basis. 

- Reduction of welfare traps and increased support for progression into employment and 
retention in employment. 

- Equity, in ensuring that low-income working families are not excluded from benefitting 
from subsidised childcare.

It is anticipated that the vast majority of people (95%) who avail of the current targeted 
childcare schemes will benefit from the change to the new Affordable Childcare Scheme.  For 
example, under the most generous of the current TEC programmes, the maximum parental 
contribution of €25 per week equates to €0.62 per hour.  By contrast, under the new scheme, 
those getting the maximum rate of subsidy might be expected to face a lower average parental 
contribution of €0.30 per hour. It is estimated that 77% of the current scheme beneficiaries will 
get the maximum rate of subsidy under the new scheme.  Furthermore, ‘saver provisions’ will 
mean that nobody will be made worse off in the immediate transition to the new scheme, i.e 
people will either gain or have their subsidy protected for a transitional period.

In 2017, the number of children benefiting from the new Affordable Childcare scheme is 
estimated at 79,000.  This includes 25,000 children who will benefit from the universal subsidy.  
An estimated 54,000 children will benefit from the targeted subsidies, including 31,500 children 
who already receive support under the current targeted schemes and 22,500 new beneficiaries.

Child Care Services Provision

08/11/2016WRA0170035. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views on 
whether €12 million is substantial enough to support persons on the lowest threshold or income; 
if the support to be provided is realistic enough to the needs of low income workers; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [33543/16]

08/11/2016WRA01800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am satisfied 
that the new scheme is properly funded to support people on the lowest incomes.  Budget 2017 
provided an additional €19m to enable the introduction of a new single Affordable Childcare 
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Scheme from September 2017.  This is in addition to the existing funding which supports the 
current targeted schemes and which equates to €87m annually.  The full year cost of the scheme 
will be approximately €150m. 

From September 2017, the new Affordable Childcare Scheme will:

-  replace the existing targeted subsidisation schemes with a new streamlined and simplified 
scheme which is more accessible for both parents and providers,

-  provide a fair and consistent scheme of progressive financial support towards the cost of 
childcare, with a particular initial focus on lower income families but also incorporating uni-
versal supports, and

-  provide a robust and flexible platform for future investment in childcare in Ireland. 

Budget 2017 provided an additional €19m to enable the introduction of a new single Af-
fordable Childcare Scheme from September 2017.  However, this is in addition to the existing 
funding which supports the current targeted schemes and which equates to €87m annually.  The 
full year cost of the scheme will be approximately €150m. 

The new scheme will make childcare more affordable, and will enable both universal and 
targeted subsidies for parents towards their childcare costs.  In 2017, the number of children 
benefiting from the new Affordable Childcare scheme is estimated at 79,000.  This includes 
25,000 children who will benefit from the universal subsidy.  An estimated 54,000 children 
will benefit from the targeted subsidies, including 31,500 children who already receive support 
under the current targeted schemes and 22,500 new beneficiaries.

Under the targeted element of the scheme, the maximum income threshold ensures that all 
families within the bottom 5 income deciles should receive some level of support.  However, 
the scheme also provides a flexible platform for future investment, allowing income thresholds 
and subsidy rates to be adjusted over time so as to expand support to more families.

08/11/2016WRB00100Child and Family Agency Funding

08/11/2016WRB0020036. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount of 
funding allocated to Tusla in budget 2017 which will go towards implementing the provisions 
on aftercare contained in the Child Care (Amendment) Act 2015; and the progress being made 
by Tusla in ensuring that every child leaving care has an aftercare plan in place. [33341/16]

08/11/2016WRB00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am committed 
to implementing the Child Care (Amendment) Act 2015 which entitles eligible young people 
to a formal aftercare plan, prepared by Tusla in collaboration with the young person leaving 
care.  I am pleased that the Act creates an explicit, as opposed to a current implicit, statement 
of Tusla’s duty to satisfy itself as to the young person’s need for assistance and support as they 
leave care.

My Department is working closely with Tusla to ensure that the provisions of the Act can be 
fully implemented as quickly as possible in the coming months.

At present, there are some 1,900 young people receiving aftercare services from Tusla.  In 
the first six months of this year, 315 young adults were discharged from State care on reach-
ing the age of 18.  Some 98% of them were eligible for an aftercare service and 91% of those 
eligible (or 280 young people) availed themselves of it.



Questions - Written Answers

124

In terms of funding, I secured an additional €37m for Tusla in Budget 2017, which will 
bring its total allocation to €713m.  Tusla will shortly prepare a Business Plan for my consid-
eration which will set out how it proposes to allocate its total funding for the year.  This will 
include its spending plans for implementing the legislation on aftercare, as well as all of the 
other services it provides.

It is important to note that the costs arising here relate only to implementing the provi-
sions of the aftercare legislation itself.  Young people leaving care typically receive supports 
relating to accommodation, further education, employment and training, which are funded by 
other Government Departments.  This means that the part of Tusla’s budget for 2017 which is 
ultimately allocated to aftercare services under the Child Care (Amendment) Act 2015 will rep-
resent just a small proportion of the total spending by the State on those in receipt of aftercare 
services.

I believe that our young people leaving care deserve high quality supports throughout the 
system, and that full implementation of the Child Care (Amendment) Act will be a key element 
of how our society helps them to make this critical transition in their lives.

08/11/2016WRB00400UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

08/11/2016WRB0050037. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to 
comments by the Ombudsman for Children’s Office, the steps her Department is taking to en-
sure that the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child is fully implemented here, 
particularly that a child’s right not to be discriminated against on any grounds is protected; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter.  [33520/16]

08/11/2016WRB00600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
coordinates reporting of the actions of all Government Departments in relation to the Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child and it liaises with the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child.  
The Convention engages the areas of responsibility of various Departments spanning all the 
UNCRC’s general guiding principles, including that all the rights guaranteed by the Convention 
must be available to all children without discrimination of any kind.

My Department is fully committed to achieving maximum compliance with the provisions 
of the Convention.  This is evidenced in the significant allocation of resources across a number 
of areas critical to realising children’s rights; for example in childcare, education, health, social 
protection and housing.

Following on from the examination of Ireland’s children’s rights record by the UN Com-
mittee on the Rights of the Child in January, my Department and the Children’s Rights Alli-
ance hosted a joint symposium in September focusing on progressing implementation of the 
Committee’s recommendations.  This is a clear indication of my Department’s commitment to 
implementing the Convention and its key principles.

The event brought together the many stakeholders involved, from members of the UN Com-
mittee, my Department and other relevant government Departments, state agencies as well as 
the Ombudsman for Children and civil society.  The purpose of the event was to inform stake-
holders of the contents of the Committee’s recommendations and provide a context for their 
implementation.

Most importantly it facilitated a discussion as to how the recommendations might be pro-
gressed through existing structures and frameworks, in particular through the implementation 
of commitments in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures; the National Policy Framework for 
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children and young people 2014-2020.  This Framework is providing a clear and comprehen-
sive plan to progress and strengthen children’s rights and protections in Ireland.

08/11/2016WRB00700Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

08/11/2016WRB0080038. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when she plans 
to publish the second interim report of the commission of investigation into mother and baby 
homes; the reason the publication has been delayed; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [33333/16]

08/11/2016WRB00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have received 
the second Interim Report of the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes.

I have already committed to publishing the Report.  The report has been prepared to address 
the requirement in its terms of reference for the Commission to report on any additional matters 
which it considers may warrant further investigation in the public interest as part of its work.

Since receiving the Report I have met with the Commission to discuss the Report and the 
general progress being made with the investigation.

Given the broad scope of the Commission’s work a number of issues in the Report extend 
beyond the remit of the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.  For this reason, it has been 
necessary to take some time to consult with Cabinet colleagues and the Attorney General on 
these matters.  I have recently sought some additional information from the Commission to 
assist in these deliberations.  My intention is to publish the Report in conjunction with Govern-
ment’s response to the Commission’s findings.

I am sensitive to the concerns and expectations of former residents and I hope to conclude 
this process as quickly as possible.  As I have done previously, arrangements will be made to 
inform representative groups of any developments before making a public announcement.

08/11/2016WRB01000Disability Support Services

08/11/2016WRB0110039. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of applications that have been received under the new scheme to support children with disabili-
ties in the preschool sector; the type of support that will be available; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [33525/16]

08/11/2016WRB01200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The new Access 
and Inclusion Model (AIM), introduced in September 2016, enables children with disabilities 
to access and fully participate in the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Programme.  
The model delivers seven levels of progressive support, moving from the universal to the tar-
geted, to enable the full inclusion and meaningful participation of children with disabilities in 
the ECCE Programme.  The degree of support provided will depend on the needs of the child 
in the context of the pre-school service.  The main supports offered under the model include:

-  Access to a new higher education programme to upskill early years practitioners in in-
clusive early years care and education (LINC).  My Department will fund a small capitation 
increase where service providers employ a graduate from the programme;

-  A dedicated website containing comprehensive information resources for parents and 
providers;
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-  Advice and support from a team of 50 experts in early years education for children with 
disabilities (Level 4);

-  A scheme for the provision of specialised equipment, appliances and minor building al-
terations (Level 5);

-  Therapeutic intervention where this is needed to allow a child enrol, and fully participate 
in, pre-school (Level 6); and

-  Additional capitation to enable the pre-school leader to buy-in additional support or re-
duce the staff to child ratio where this is critical to ensuring a child’s participation (Level 7).

The number of applications for targeted supports under AIM received to date is 2,145, which 
is broken down as follows:

1048 applications for Level 4 support which relates to assistance and mentoring from a team 
of 50 Early Years Inclusion Specialists.

106 applications for Level 5 which involves the provision of aids and appliances and minor 
capital grants.

186 applications for Level 6 which relates to the provision of therapeutic support from the 
HSE.

805 applications for level 7 which involves the provision of financial support for additional 
assistance in the pre-school setting.

A large number of applications were also received from practitioners for the new higher 
education programme (LINC).  The programme commenced this autumn, with my Department 
funding up to 900 places per annum.

08/11/2016WRB01300Child Care Services Provision

08/11/2016WRB0140040. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the provision 
that is being provided to assist parents who use childminders or relatives in view of the fact 
that the majority of children are minded by local childminders or relatives, and considering the 
Growing Up in Ireland ESRI report which confirmed that children minded by childminders 
and relatives have fewer emotional difficulties; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[33541/16]

08/11/2016WRB01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The recent re-
search by the ESRI, entitled “Childcare, Early Education and Socio-Emotional Outcomes at 
Age 5” provided a number of useful insights into modes of childcare provision - while the 
deputy is correct that this found that children minded by childminders and non-parent relatives 
at age three had fewer socio-emotional difficulties than children cared for by their parents only, 
this effect was small.  The study found that childcare type-and hours explain only 1% of the 
variance or difference in children’s scores on the tests used.

In the best interests of children (and families) the new Single Affordable Childcare Scheme 
intends to make subsidies payable to services that are quality assured.  Currently Tusla provides 
quality assurance for childcare services under the statutory registration and inspection regime.

Childminders who mind three or fewer pre-school children in the childminder’s own home 
are exempt from the Child Care Regulations, and are thus not subject to inspection by Tusla.  
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In order to meet the needs of parents whose preference is to use a childminder, and to build 
capacity to cater for increased demand in future years, the Department has commenced talks 
with Childminding Ireland (CMI) in recent months to explore a number of options around how 
quality can be assured within the childminding sector.

A working group has been established, chaired by CMI, and including officials from Tusla 
and the DCYA, to make recommendations on reforms for the sector including proposals in rela-
tion to quality assurance, whether on a voluntary/non-statutory basis in the short term, or on a 
mandatory/statutory basis in the long term.  These will include recommendations in relation to 
childminders who are exempt from registration with Tusla (those minding three or fewer pre-
school children, or those minding school age children only).  The recommendations received 
are likely to include proposals to be progressed in the short, medium and long term, including 
the development of National Quality Standards for childminders and a proportionate system of 
quality assurance and regulation.

08/11/2016WRB01600Child Care Services Provision

08/11/2016WRB0170041. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views on 
the lack of income progressivity in the universal child care subsidy announced in budget 2017; 
and her further views on whether the scheme is fair on households whose income falls just 
above the income threshold for the targeted childcare subsidy. [33338/16]

08/11/2016WRB01800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In line with the 
principle of progressive universalism, the new Affordable Childcare Scheme will encompass 
both universal and targeted elements which can be incrementally expanded over time.  Inter-
national evidence indicates that systems based on universalism are associated with lower rates 
of child poverty and deliver better outcomes for all children, with disadvantaged children ben-
efitting more when services are provided within a universal programme design.  Progressive 
universalism further recognises the importance of the provision of additional support to those 
with the greatest need.

The new scheme is highly progressive overall, with eligibility based on net parental income 
and the highest levels of support offered to those on the lowest incomes.  It is more equitable 
and accessible than the current targeted subsidy programmes, under which many low-income 
families are not currently able to access subsidised childcare because of the requirement to be 
in receipt of certain state benefits or attending certain training programmes.  It will also enhance 
affordability, offering greater levels of support overall to low income families than the current 
targeted schemes.  For example, a person in receipt of the maximum level of subsidy under the 
current Community Childcare Scheme (by far the largest of the current targeted schemes) might 
face a weekly co-payment of €89 per week.  Under the new scheme, a person in receipt of the 
maximum rate of subsidy might be expected to face an average weekly co-payment of €12 per 
week.

The universal subsidy for children under 3 recognises the fact that the cost of childcare is 
generally highest when children are under 3 years of age and this cost can push many parents 
out of the labour market when paid maternity leave ends.  This higher cost is due to both the 
hours of care required (i.e. notably longer than afterschool care needs) and the underlying cost 
of providing quality childcare for very young children.  Recent reports also suggest that cost 
and sustainability issues are affecting the availability of childcare places for children under 3 
years.  The Government commitment to provide a universal subsidy for this age cohort, as well 
as to provide higher rates of targeted subsidy, recognises and responds to these issues.
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Finally, the Deputy has also asked about families above the income cut-off for targeted 
subsidies.  Of course, all targeted schemes, by their nature, have thresholds and cut-off points.  
However, the new Affordable Childcare Scheme is designed to be flexible, with the ability to 
adjust income thresholds, subsidy rates and income taper rates, over time and as further Gov-
ernment investment becomes available.

08/11/2016WRB01900Unaccompanied Minors and Separated Children

08/11/2016WRB0200042. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if, in 
view of the unfortunate record of treatment of some unaccompanied minors and young asylum 
seekers, she has satisfied herself that the care system for these most vulnerable young persons 
is appropriate and up to international best practice. [33522/16]

08/11/2016WRB02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, has operational responsibility for accommodating and caring for unac-
companied minors who arrive into Ireland.  Unaccompanied minors are a vulnerable cohort and 
the State is duty bound by international and domestic law to protect and provide care.  Under 
Tusla’s Equity of Care principle, unaccompanied minors who arrive in this jurisdiction are 
placed in State care provided by Tusla.  The Equity of Care principle ensures that unaccompa-
nied minors receive the same level of protection and care as any other child in State care, and 
ensures that there is no differentiation of care provision, care practices, care priorities, standards 
or protocols.

When a child arrives into Ireland without their parents or customary care providers, contact 
is made with Tusla’s dedicated Social Work Team for Separated Children Seeking Asylum 
(SCSA) and the child is placed in the care of the State.  Each unaccompanied minor is allocated 
a social worker.  They are accommodated initially in one of three short term residential intake 
units while they continue their needs assessment, including health, educational and language 
needs.  Following this time in the children’s residential centre, children are then placed accord-
ing to their needs.  The majority of unaccompanied minors are placed with registered foster 
carers or supported lodgings carers.

Over the past five years, Tusla has taken an average of 100 referrals of unaccompanied 
children seeking asylum per year.  So far this year there have been 104 unaccompanied children 
referred to Tusla services.

All foster care organisations and statutory residential centres are inspected by the Health 
Information & Quality Authority (HIQA), and private and voluntary residential centres are 
inspected by Tusla against national standards.  The inspection reports are published on the re-
spective websites.  Children First (2011) applies to unaccompanied minors, and all persons em-
ployed full-time or part-time by Tusla are vetted by An Garda Síochána as a matter of standard 
practice, as are those employed by the appointed interpretation service.

Children living in Direct Provision are in the care of their parent(s).  Where there are con-
cerns about their welfare, safety or well-being this is then referred to Tusla, in line with Chil-
dren First guidelines.

08/11/2016WRB02200Unaccompanied Minors and Separated Children

08/11/2016WRB0230043. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the provisions her Department is putting in place to deal with unaccompanied refugee minors 
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coming here; the preparations her Department is making for additional unaccompanied minors; 
and the services available to these children who are coming here with significant levels of 
trauma. [33536/16]

08/11/2016WRB02400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have asked 
Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, to review its ability to provide safety, protection and hope 
to greater numbers of unaccompanied children, and to assess the additional resources that may 
be needed.  This work is ongoing.  Options to expand our existing emergency and humanitarian 
supports, and longer term care needs, for these young people who have no family or relatives 
form part of this review.  I have recently held discussions with Tusla, the Immigrant Council 
and Cabinet colleagues to review this country’s response to the overall migrant crisis, including 
recent events in Calais.

Over the past five years, Tusla has taken an average of 100 referrals of unaccompanied chil-
dren seeking asylum per year, with approximately 70 of these being received into care annually.  
So far this year there have been 104 unaccompanied children referred to Tusla services and 58 
remain in care.  Approximately 30% of children referred are reunited with family members or 
found to be over 18 years of age.

Under the Irish Refugee Protection Programme, Tusla has made an initial commitment to 
relocating 20 unaccompanied minors from refugee camps in Greece in 2016/17.  Staff have 
visited centres in Greece and are currently in Athens to continue the intake process for unac-
companied young people aged 16 and 17 years who have indicated a desire to be brought to 
Ireland.  Resources of €2.4 million have been set aside to look after their needs.

Unaccompanied minors are a vulnerable cohort and the State is duty bound by international 
and domestic law to protect and provide care.  Under Tusla’s Equity of Care principle, unac-
companied minors who arrive in this jurisdiction are placed in State care provided by Tusla.  
The Equity of Care principle ensures that unaccompanied minors receive the same level of 
protection and care as any other child in State care, and ensures that there is no differentiation 
of care provision, care practices, care priorities, standards or protocols.

When a child arrives into Ireland without their parents or customary care providers, contact 
is made with Tusla’s dedicated Social Work Team for Separated Children Seeking Asylum 
(SCSA) and the child is placed in the care of the State and provided with support.  An intake 
assessment takes place which explores his/her identity, family, health issues, educational expe-
rience, journey to Ireland, significant pre-migration and migratory events as well as identifying 
any possible Irish and/or EU resources, for example, family or social contacts and wider net-
works.  Unaccompanied minors are allocated a social worker who develops and implements a 
statutory care plan.  This plan identifies trauma and other mental health problems and how these 
should be addressed by State services.

These children are accommodated initially in one of three short term residential intake units 
while they continue their needs assessment, including health, educational and language needs.  
Following this time in the children’s residential centre, children are then placed according to 
their needs.  The majority of unaccompanied minors are placed with registered foster carers or 
supported lodgings.

08/11/2016WRB02500Child Care Services Provision

08/11/2016WRB0260044. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the way in 
which a household’s eligibility for the new targeted child care subsidy scheme will be deter-
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mined; if it is intended that PPS numbers will be employed for this purpose; if she has had 
discussions with the Data Commissioner in this regard; and the expected administrative costs 
of the means-testing system. [33340/16]

08/11/2016WRB02700523. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the way a 
household’s eligibility for the new targeted child care subsidy scheme will be determined; if 
PPS numbers will be employed for this purpose; if she has had any discussions with the Data 
Commissioner in this regard; and the expected administrative costs of the means-testing sys-
tem. [33797/16]

08/11/2016WRB02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 44 and 523 together.

From September 2017, a new Affordable Childcare scheme will be introduced which will 
provide financial support for parents towards the cost of childcare.  The new scheme will pro-
vide a system from which both universal and targeted subsidies can be provided towards the 
cost of childcare.  This new scheme will replace the existing targeted childcare programmes 
with a single, streamlined and more user-friendly scheme and is intended to provide “wrap-
around‟ care for pre-school and school-age children.

The universal element of the Scheme will be available to all families with children between 
the age of 6 months and 36 months (or until the child qualifies for the free pre-school pro-
gramme if later than 36 months), who are attending a registered childcare provider.

The targeted element of the scheme will be available to families with children between the 
age of 6 months and 15 years, with eligibility based on net parental income.  For parents with 
net incomes up to €22,700 per annum, the maximum rate of childcare subsidy will be payable.

The rate of subsidy will taper downwards as net income rises, with no means-tested / in-
come related subsidy payable when net income reaches €47,500.  The income thresholds in-
crease where there is more than one child in a family, so a family with two children under 15 
years of age would have a maximum net income threshold of €51,300 and a family with three 
children under 15 years would have a maximum net income threshold of €55,100.

Budget 2017 has allocated funding for the development of an online IT application system 
that will allow parents to apply for subsidies online by entering their PPS number and other 
details such as their work or training status.  In order to make the application process as easy 
as possible for parents, it is intended that the means-testing will, in most cases, be carried out 
through an automatic link with income data held by the Revenue Commissioners and by the 
Department of Social Protection.  However, parents will be able to appeal decisions and/or 
request a manual means test by the delegated scheme administrator, which will require the sub-
mission of documentary evidence of income and relevant deductible expenses.  The use of the 
PPS number and data sharing across public bodies and agencies will be enabled and supported 
through legislation and formal data sharing agreements.

The full year cost estimate for the new scheme is €150m which includes the current budget 
of €87m for the existing targeted childcare schemes.  For 2017, the additional budget require-
ment (over and above the 2016 budget) is €19m.  The cost estimates include the cost of ad-
ministering the scheme, and the 2017 costs also include the once-off cost of developing the IT 
infrastructure to underpin the scheme.  While it is intended that most income assessments will 
be automated, the administration costs include provision for resources to carry out manual as-
sessments when requested.
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08/11/2016WRB02900Unaccompanied Minors and Separated Children

08/11/2016WRB0300045. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to 
recent statements by Tusla that it is not adequately equipped to deal with the transfer of unac-
companied minors from the Calais “Jungle” camp, the steps currently being taken to ensure 
that her Department and child services agencies here such as Tusla will be readily equipped to 
accept unaccompanied minors from various locations and that any refugee children who come 
here will be given the care they need upon arrival; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [33519/16]

08/11/2016WRB03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As Minister for 
Children and Youth Affairs, I am deeply concerned by the plight of the children who were in 
the Calais camp, and particularly the many unaccompanied minors who were at the frontline of 
this terrible situation.

I have asked Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, to review its ability to provide safety, 
protection and hope to greater numbers of unaccompanied children, and to assess the additional 
resources that may be needed.  This work is ongoing.  Options to expand our existing emer-
gency and humanitarian supports, and longer term care needs, for these young people who have 
no family or relatives form part of this review.  I have recently held discussions with Tusla, 
the Immigrant Council and Cabinet colleagues to review this country’s response to the overall 
migrant crisis including recent events in Calais.

It is important to emphasise that we already provide significant assistance to unaccompa-
nied minors who arrive in Ireland on an unplanned basis.  Over the past five years, Tusla has 
taken an average of 100 referrals of unaccompanied children seeking asylum per year, with ap-
proximately 70 of these being received into care annually.  So far this year there have been 104 
unaccompanied children referred to Tusla services and 58 of these remain in care.  Tusla has a 
dedicated Social Work Team for Separated Children Seeking Asylum and they provide support, 
assessment and care to those children arriving alone into Ireland.

As I speak, Tusla has two senior social workers in Greece, working with the Greek Authori-
ties to arrange for unaccompanied young people aged 16 and 17 who have expressed a wish 
to come to Ireland to be accommodated.  Unaccompanied minors are a vulnerable cohort and 
the State is duty bound by international and domestic law to protect and provide care.  Tusla’s 
Equity of Care principle ensures that unaccompanied minors receive the same level of protec-
tion and care as any other child in State care, and ensures that there is no differentiation of care 
provision, care practices, care priorities, standards or protocols.

Each unaccompanied minor is allocated a social worker.  They are accommodated initially 
in one of three short term residential intake units while they continue their needs assessment, 
including health, educational and language needs.  Following this time in the children’s residen-
tial centre, children are then placed according to their needs.  The majority of unaccompanied 
minors are placed with registered foster carers or supported lodgings carers.  Approximately 
30% of children referred are reunited with family members or found to be over 18 years of age.

08/11/2016WRB03200Social Workers Recruitment

08/11/2016WRB0330046. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of social workers who have been recruited in 2016 to respond to the needs of children who have 
not had a social worker allocated to them; if there are difficulties in attracting applicants; the 
efforts being made to encourage qualified social workers to apply; and if she will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [33526/16]

08/11/2016WRB03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla inform 
me that they have recruited a total of 190 social workers up to the end of September 2016.  
However, it is important to note that due to normal attrition, such as retirements and resigna-
tions, the social worker whole time equivalent has increased by 71 since the start of 2016.

During 2016, Tusla has been very proactive in what is a challenging recruitment market.  
Earlier this year, Tusla ran a successful recruitment campaign in third level colleges throughout 
Ireland, including Northern Ireland, to attract social work graduates.  Following its campaign, 
Tusla conducted  interviews during the summer and 248 candidates were successfully placed 
on a panel.  I understand 101 social work posts have been offered to date and accordingly the 
social worker whole time equivalent numbers should increase in the coming months as the new 
recruits commence work.  In addition, Tusla is also launching an on-going recruitment cam-
paign to attract social workers specifically interested in working in child and family services.  
Tusla has also commenced work on its 2017 graduate recruitment campaign which will include 
colleges in the UK.

In addition to its recruitment campaigns, Tusla has undertaken a range of activities to raise 
its profile as an employer of choice.  These include the introduction of an internal transfer 
policy to allow staff mobility, more flexible work practices and protected time for Continuing 
Professional Development.

08/11/2016WRB03500Child Care Services Provision

08/11/2016WRB0360047. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the provision 
to be provided to new entrants to training and employment child care, TEC, schemes to still 
be able to afford child care in view of the fact that currently there is provision for a transition 
period for parents on TEC schemes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33542/16]

08/11/2016WRB03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): From Septem-
ber 2017 a new Affordable Childcare scheme will be introduced which will provide financial 
support for parents towards the cost of childcare.  The new scheme will provide a system from 
which both universal and targeted subsidies can be provided towards the cost of childcare.

The new Affordable Childcare Scheme, which will replace the existing targeted childcare 
programmes, aims to:

-  streamline the existing targeted schemes to make them more accessible for both parents 
and providers,

-  provide a fair and consistent scheme of progressive financial support towards the cost of 
childcare, with a particular focus, at least initially, on lower income families but also incorpo-
rating universal supports, and

-  provide a robust and flexible platform for future investment in childcare in Ireland.

By achieving the above aims, it is intended that the new scheme will contribute to:

-  poverty reduction in Ireland,

-  ensuring that access to affordable childcare is not a barrier to labour market participation, 
including female labour market participation,
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-  promoting positive child outcomes,

-  narrowing the gap in attainment between more and less advantaged children by enabling 
all children to access high quality, affordable childcare, and

-  driving quality across the sector.

Under the scheme, a progressive system of income related subsidies will be available to all 
parents with children aged between 6 months and 15 years, with eligibility for a subsidy based 
on net parental income, i.e. the combined income (or sole income in the case of a one parent 
family) net of income tax, PRSI, USC and certain allowable deductions, including a ‘multiple 
child deduction’ which recognises the cumulative effect on families of childcare costs for mul-
tiple children.

All parents with children between the age of 6 months and 36 months with net incomes 
above the maximum income level will receive a universal subsidy towards their cost of child-
care.  Parents with net incomes below the maximum income threshold will receive a higher 
(targeted) subsidy rate.  The rate that they receive is dependent on their net income as a tapered 
subsidy applies which reduces as parental income increases until the subsidy reaches the uni-
versal rate of €0.50 per hour.

Under the current programmes, including the TEC programme to which the Deputy refers, 
there are many families with low income levels who are not currently able to access subsidised 
childcare because of the requirement to be in receipt of certain state benefits or attending certain 
training programmes.

The benefits of moving to an income basis for eligibility under the new scheme include:

-  Clarity, with a move away from a complex array of eligibility criteria to a single, clear 
basis.

-  Reduction of welfare traps and increased support for progression into employment and 
retention in employment.

-  Equity, in ensuring that low-income working families are not excluded from benefitting 
from subsidised childcare.

It is anticipated that the vast majority of people (95%) who avail of the current targeted 
childcare schemes will benefit from change to the new Affordable Childcare Scheme.  Fur-
thermore, ‘saver provisions’ will mean that nobody will be made worse off in the immediate 
transition to the new scheme, i.e people will either gain or have their subsidy protected for a 
transitional period.

08/11/2016WRB03800Child Care Services Provision

08/11/2016WRB0390048. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the steps her Department is taking to assist childminders registering with Tusla; the supports 
available to childminders who have registered; and if her Department is reviewing the current 
criteria for those registering as childminders. [33540/16]

08/11/2016WRB04000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In the best in-
terests of children (and families) the new Single Affordable Childcare Scheme intends to make 
subsidies payable to services that are quality assured.  Currently Tusla provides quality assur-
ance for childcare services under the statutory registration and inspection regime.
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Childminders who mind three or fewer pre-school children in the childminder’s own home 
are exempt from the Child Care Regulations, and are thus not subject to inspection by Tusla.  
In order to meet the needs of parents whose preference is to use a childminder, and to build 
capacity to cater for increased demand in future years, the Department has commenced talks 
with Childminding Ireland (CMI) in recent months to explore a number of options around how 
quality can be assured within the childminding sector.

A working group has been established, chaired by CMI, and including officials from Tusla 
and the DCYA, to make recommendations on reforms for the sector including proposals in rela-
tion to quality assurance, whether on a voluntary/non-statutory basis in the short term, or on a 
mandatory/statutory basis in the long term.  These will include recommendations in relation to 
childminders who are exempt from registration with Tusla (those minding three or fewer pre-
school children, or those minding school age children only).  The recommendations received 
are likely to include proposals to be progressed in the short, medium and long term, including 
the development of National Quality Standards for childminders and a proportionate system of 
quality assurance and regulation.

08/11/2016WRB04100Foster Care Policy

08/11/2016WRB0420049. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans 
to address concerns around the 40-year age gap provision in respect of foster carers; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [33433/16]

08/11/2016WRB04300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): It must be em-
phasised that the 40 year age difference between a foster carer, or relative foster carer, and a fos-
ter child was a guideline, not a policy, and does not determine a decision regarding suitability of 
a placement for a child in State care.  The age of the carers is never the sole reason for deciding 
on the suitability of a placement.

I have raised this matter with Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, and it has been confirmed 
that a formal review of the Foster Care Committee Policy and guidelines is underway.  In the 
revised Policy the reference to the 40 year age gap will be removed and it is anticipated that this 
will be completed for implementation before the end of the year.

The assessment and approval of foster carers for Tusla is a complex process and the age of 
a potential foster carer is only one factor in the assessment.  Other factors that are taken into ac-
count include the potential carer’s health, level of co-operation and communication with social 
services and the ability to meet all the needs, including any specialised needs, of the child.

Where a child is in the care of the State, Tusla has a statutory duty to promote the welfare 
of children who are not receiving adequate care and protection.  Wherever possible, Tusla will 
consider a suitable relative, including a grandparent, to provide care for the child.

08/11/2016WRB04400Child Protection Services Provision

08/11/2016WRB0450050. Deputy Josepha Madigan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her 
Department plans to explore, with the Department of Justice and Equality and other Govern-
ment agencies, reviewing the pilot access centres run by a charity and an organisation (details 
supplied) from 2011 to 2014; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33336/16]

08/11/2016WRB04600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
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is committed to supporting and promoting the development, welfare and protection of children, 
and the effective functioning of families.  We recognise that the dynamics of domestic violence 
and the safety needs of both children and non-abusing parents must be considered in mak-
ing appropriate arrangements for children’s contact with abusive parents in the case of family 
breakdown.

Child Contact Centres were established on a pilot basis in 2011 by One Family in conjunc-
tion with Barnardos in two Dublin based locations, for the period 2012-2013.  The Centres 
aimed to provide a neutral location where children of separated parents/guardians could spend 
time with a non-resident parent/guardian and build a relationship with that parent.  The Centres 
were co-funded by my Department, the HSE, the Family Support Agency, and Ballymun Re-
generation for the two year period.

The final evaluation report on the Centres, published by One Family in March 2014, recom-
mended that an integrated response by my Department, the Department of Justice and Equality, 
supported by their relevant agencies (i.e. The Child and Family Agency, the Courts Service, the 
Probation Service, the Legal Aid Board, the Family Mediation Service, and COSC) would be 
the best approach to progressing the recommendations.

I am currently liaising with my colleague the Minister for Justice and Equality to suggest 
we review the evaluation report in light of the changing infrastructural arrangements such as 
the establishment of Tusla and the proposed Family Courts Service and to examine the potential 
for advancing further consideration of the Final Evaluation Report’s recommendations in that 
context.

08/11/2016WRB04700Departmental Priorities

08/11/2016WRB0480051. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the as-
pect of youth affairs that has generated most concern in the past ten years; the extent to which 
adequate action was taken; the quality and efficacy of measures put in place to address such 
issues; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33515/16]

08/11/2016WRB04900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Prior to the 
establishment of my Department in 2011, funding for youth services was provided through a 
number of disparate funding schemes and administered by several Government Departments.  
Against this backdrop, my Department has engaged in a reform programme to ensure quality 
effective, value for money services that are evidence based and designed to secure the best out-
comes for young people.

My Department provides a range of funding schemes, programmes and supports to the 
youth sector.  The funding schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 
380,000 young people.  It is estimated that the voluntary youth services involve approximately 
1,400 youth work staff in 477 projects and 40,000 volunteers working throughout the country.

The schemes include the Youth Service Grant Scheme under which funding is made avail-
able on an annual basis to thirty national and major regional youth organisations, the Local 
Youth Club Grant Scheme which supports youth work activities at a local level and the Youth 
Information Centre Scheme which funds twenty five Youth Information Centres.

Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk young people are provided 
through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples Facilities and Services Fund, 
Rounds 1 and 2 and Local Drugs Task Force Projects.
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My Department, along with all government departments, was required to deliver substantial 
savings on all funding programmes in line with the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure 
2012 – 2014.  My Department sought to ensure that front line youth services, particularly those 
for the most vulnerable young people, were protected as far as is possible from the impact of 
any necessary reductions in funding.

You will be aware that the targeted schemes supporting youth services were the subject of 
a Value for Money and Policy Review.  The review involved an in-depth scrutiny of the impact 
youth service provision has on young people’s lives.  The review made a number of recommen-
dations for the future operation of the youth schemes and their development in the years ahead.

The work on the development of a new funding scheme has been prioritised by my Depart-
ment and consultations with youth services are continuing with a view to introducing the new 
youth funding programme in line with the Value for Money and Policy Review of Youth Pro-
grammes over the coming years.

The National Youth Strategy 2015-2020, published last October, was developed in close 
consultation with statutory youth interests and the voluntary youth organisations and services 
that work with young people.

The strategy sets out Government’s aims for young people, aged 10 to 24 years, so that they 
are active and healthy, achieving their full potential in learning and development, safe and pro-
tected from harm, have economic security and opportunity and are connected and contributing 
to their world.  The Strategy identifies some fifty priority actions to be delivered by Government 
departments, state agencies and by others, including the voluntary youth services over 2015 to 
2017.  They include actions to address issues which are a high priority for young people them-
selves.

There have been other significant policy and legislative developments that are relevant to 
the provision of youth services.  These include the setting up of the North South Education and 
Training Standards Committee for youth work and the introduction of the Education and Train-
ing Boards Act 2013 which, inter alia, provides for a statutory function for Education and Train-
ing Boards in supporting the provision and assessment of youth work services at local level.

At EU level, the Council of Ministers for Youth has adopted an EU Youth Strategy and has 
taken a number of policy initiatives to promote quality in the provision of youth work services.  
The National Strategy on Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision-making 2015-
2020, which was published by my Department in June, 2015 is particularly relevant.  I am 
deeply committed to ensuring that young people are involved in the preparation, planning and 
implementation of policies that impact on their lives.

I am pleased to advise the Deputy that Budget 2017 has provided some €57m in current 
funding to my Department to support the provision of youth services.  The increase of €5.5m 
effectively reverses the cuts which had to be endured in recent years.

08/11/2016WRB05000Child Care Services Provision

08/11/2016WRB0510052. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
measures she will put in place to support parents who make arrangements to have their children 
cared for by private child minders; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33335/16]

08/11/2016WRB05200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In the best in-
terests of children (and families) the new Single Affordable Childcare Scheme intends to make 
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subsidies payable to services that are quality assured.  Currently Tusla provides quality assur-
ance for childcare services under the statutory registration and inspection regime.

Childminders who mind three or fewer pre-school children in the childminder’s own home 
are exempt from the Child Care Regulations, and are thus not subject to inspection by Tusla.  
In order to meet the needs of parents whose preference is to use a childminder, and to build 
capacity to cater for increased demand in future years, the Department has commenced talks 
with Childminding Ireland (CMI) in recent months to explore a number of options around how 
quality can be assured within the childminding sector.

A working group has been established, chaired by CMI, and including officials from Tusla 
and the DCYA, to make recommendations on reforms for the sector including proposals in rela-
tion to quality assurance, whether on a voluntary/non-statutory basis in the short term, or on a 
mandatory/statutory basis in the long term.  These will include recommendations in relation to 
childminders who are exempt from registration with Tusla (those minding three or fewer pre-
school children, or those minding school age children only).  The recommendations received 
are likely to include proposals to be progressed in the short, medium and long term, including 
the development of National Quality Standards for childminders and a proportionate system of 
quality assurance and regulation.

08/11/2016WRB05300Adoption Legislation

08/11/2016WRB0540053. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when she 
expects to publish the adoption (information and tracing) Bill; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [33527/16]

08/11/2016WRB05500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Work on the 
drafting of the Adoption (Information and Tracing Bill) is underway and I am committed to 
publishing the Bill in November.

This Bill is intended to facilitate access to adoption information and operates on the basis 
of a presumption in favour of disclosing information in so far as is legally and constitutionally 
possible for both domestic and inter-country adoptions.  The Bill will, for the first time, provide 
a statutory basis for the provision of information related to both past and future adoptions.  It 
will provide clarity around the information that can be provided and the circumstances in which 
it can be provided.

One of the key provisions in this Bill is to give an adopted person, aged 18 years or over 
who was adopted prior to its commencement, a statutory entitlement to the information required 
to apply for their birth certificate subject to certain conditions.  The Bill also provides that an 
adopted person whose adoption was effected after the commencement of the Bill will be given 
their birth certificate at 18 years of age.

08/11/2016WRB05600Children in Care

08/11/2016WRB0570054. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
her views on whether Tusla has both the capacity and the resources to ensure aftercare plans for 
all children who are leaving care; and her further views on whether the resources are available 
to deliver on all aftercare plans in time for the commencement of the Child Care (Amendment) 
Act 2015. [33537/16]
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08/11/2016WRB05800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Deputy 
is aware, I secured an additional €37m for Tusla in Budget 2017, which will bring its total allo-
cation to €713m.  Tusla will shortly prepare a Business Plan for my consideration which will set 
out how it proposes to allocate its total funding for the year.  This will include its spending plans 
for implementing the legislation on aftercare, as well as all of the other services it provides.

I am committed to implementing the Child Care (Amendment) Act 2015 which entitles 
eligible young people to a formal aftercare plan, prepared by Tusla in collaboration with the 
young person leaving care.  I am pleased that the Act creates an explicit, as opposed to a current 
implicit, statement of Tusla’s duty to satisfy itself as to the young person’s need for assistance 
and support as they leave care.  My Department is working closely with Tusla to ensure that the 
provisions of the Act can be fully implemented as quickly as possible in the coming months.

In order to fulfil its obligations, Tusla will have to increase the number of aftercare workers 
available to help young people identify and plan for their needs.

It is important to note that the costs arising here relate only to implementing the provi-
sions of the aftercare legislation itself.  Young people leaving care typically receive supports 
relating to accommodation, further education, employment and training, which are funded by 
other Government Departments.  The role of Tusla is to provide advice, guidance, support and 
signposting, which are key elements of this service and these supports are available to all care 
leavers.  This means that the part of Tusla’s budget for 2017 which is ultimately allocated to 
aftercare services under the Child Care (Amendment) Act 2015 will represent just a small pro-
portion of the total spending by the State on those in receipt of aftercare services.

At present, there are some 1,900 young people receiving aftercare services from Tusla and 
approximately half of these young people remained with their carers while 6% were in a resi-
dential placement.  Data provided by Tusla show that in the first six months of 2016, approxi-
mately 315 young people were discharged from care by reason of turning 18.  Of these, 98% 
were assessed as being eligible for an aftercare service (308) and 91% were availing of the 
aftercare service (280).

08/11/2016WRB05900Child Abuse Prevention

08/11/2016WRB0600055. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status of 
ongoing reforms in practices for dealing with adult disclosure of child sexual abuse cases by 
Tusla; if she or officials in her Department have any concerns over the way in which these cases 
are being dealt with by Tusla; and her views on whether any regulatory or legislative changes 
are required in this area. [33339/16]

08/11/2016WRB06100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, has advised that its current policy relating to adult disclosure of child 
sexual abuse cases, “Policy & Procedures for Responding to Allegations of Child Abuse & Ne-
glect (2014)”, is currently being reviewed.  It is expected that the policy will be supported by 
additional guidance and training for staff when the review is completed and an implementation 
plan has been finalised.

I am aware that the handling of retrospective disclosures is a complex issue, and have raised 
this issue with Tusla senior management during meetings.  I have emphasised the importance 
of dealing with cases as soon as possible, while recognising the practical difficulties that can 
often arise in relation to alleged events of many years ago.  I have asked to be informed of the 
challenges Tusla face in its efforts to protect children, while preserving a person’s right to natu-
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ral justice and fair procedure, where there is an allegation involved.  Tusla will and does act on 
behalf of the child where there is a credible report of risk involved.

Children First guidance includes a description of retrospective disclosures, and makes clear 
that any current concerns about children which come to light should be reported to child welfare 
and protection services.

Tusla is undertaking a full review of all referrals of allegations of retrospective abuse.  This 
review is looking at all referrals to establish their priority for action.  I am expecting this review 
to conclude later in the year and I have requested Tusla to keep me up to date on its progress 
and on any emerging issues of concern.  Tusla has identified specialist staff to undertake this 
work nationally.

My Department has begun a process to review the Child Care Act 1991, as amended, and is 
currently sourcing information on any aspect of the handling of allegations of abuse that might 
be examined as part of this review.

08/11/2016WRC00150Adoption Data

08/11/2016WRC0020056. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the payments to 
an agency (details supplied) and indemnity guarantees to Tusla that were part of the negotia-
tions regarding the transfer of 13,000 adoption records from the agency to the State in May 
2016; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [33332/16]

08/11/2016WRC00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am advised by 
Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, that it negotiated and concluded an agreement regarding 
the transfer of records from the agency referred to by the Deputy  to Tusla. In this regard, Tusla 
obtained protection in respect of certain future actions which may be taken. Clause 5.1 of the 
Deed in relation to the transfer of adoption records between Tusla and the agency in question 
provides that: 

“The Transferor hereby indemnifies and holds harmless the Transferee against any and all 
claims in respect of any losses, costs, damages or expenses (including legal costs and expenses) 
(whether or not arising prior, or subsequent to, the Effective Date) arising out of or in connec-
tion with:… (b) any matter or act of the Transferor referred to in the Adoption Records;…” 

The Agency to which the Deputy refers was an accredited agency under the Adoption Act 
2010, and received an annual grant of €110,000 under a service level agreement with Tusla,  up 
until it ceased operations in December 2014. The Agency  in question advised of its intention 
not to renew its accreditation under the Adoption Act 2010 when it fell due in February 2016. 
Negotiations regarding the transfer of the records began in 2014. Tusla subsequently ceased 
funding this agency from January 2015 onwards. 

A once off payment of €30,000 was made to this Agency in May 2016 post transfer of the re-
cords to Tusla. The payment was made for costs incurred in the storage of the adoption records 
held by this agency and to assist in winding down operations. 

08/11/2016WRC00350Child Care Services Provision

08/11/2016WRC0040057. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
measures she is taking to ensure that the newly announced single affordable child care scheme 
will not impact negatively in any way on lone parents; and if she will make a statement on the 
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matter. [33330/16]

08/11/2016WRC00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): From Septem-
ber 2017 a new Affordable Childcare scheme will be introduced which will provide financial 
support for parents towards the cost of childcare.  The new scheme will provide a system from 
which both universal and targeted subsidies can be provided towards the cost of childcare. This 
new scheme will replace the existing targeted childcare programmes with a single, streamlined 
and more user-friendly scheme and is intended to provide “wraparound‟ care for pre-school and 
school-age children.

The universal element of the scheme will be available to all families with children between 
the age of 6 months and 36 months (or until the child qualifies for the free pre-school pro-
gramme if later than 36 months), who are attending a registered childcare provider.

The targeted element of the scheme will be available to families with children aged between 
6 months and 15 years, with eligibility for subsidies based on net parental income.  For parents 
with net incomes up to €22,700 per annum, the maximum rate of childcare subsidy will be pay-
able.

The rate of subsidy will taper downwards as net income rises, with no means-tested / in-
come related subsidy payable when net income reaches €47,500.  The income thresholds in-
crease where there is more than one child in a family, so a family with two children under 15 
years of age would have a maximum net income threshold of €51,300 and a family with three 
children under 15 years would have a maximum net   income threshold of €55,100.

Under the current programmes there are many families with low income-levels, including 
lone parents, who are not currently able to access subsidised childcare because of the require-
ment to be in receipt of certain state benefits or in attendance at certain training programmes.

It is envisaged that the introduction of the new single affordable childcare scheme will 
increase the accessibility and affordability of childcare for families, including lone parent fami-
lies. 

08/11/2016WRC00550Interdepartmental Meetings

08/11/2016WRC0060058. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the way his Department is interacting 
with the EU unit in the Department of Foreign Affairs on a weekly basis. [33239/16]

08/11/2016WRC00700The Taoiseach: There is ongoing interaction on EU issues on a daily basis between the 
Department of the Taoiseach and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

Under the restructuring I announced in July, a Second Secretary General  has been ap-
pointed to lead a new integrated Division in the Department of the Taoiseach with responsibil-
ity for supporting me on EU, Northern Ireland, British-Irish and International affairs, including 
through the Cabinet Committee on European Affairs and the new Cabinet Committee on Brexit.  

A Second Secretary General  has also been appointed to lead a new EU Division in the De-
partment of Foreign Affairs and Trade which, working closely with my Department, now has 
lead responsibility for coordination of EU affairs generally.  

The two Second Secretaries General and their respective teams engage closely on an on-
going basis to ensure that a comprehensive, whole-of-Government approach to EU affairs is 
provided.
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In addition to the regular engagement between the Department of the Taoiseach and the De-
partment of Foreign Affairs and Trade, there is of course ongoing interaction across all Govern-
ment Departments on the range of EU issues including through regular meetings of the Senior 
Officials Group on the EU and the Inter-Departmental Group on Brexit.

08/11/2016WRC00750Departmental Staff Recruitment

08/11/2016WRC0080059. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if the staffing in Government information 
services has increased since July 2016. [33240/16]

08/11/2016WRC00900The Taoiseach: There has been no increase in the posts allocated to the Government In-
formation Services since July 2016.  Following the change of Government in May 2016, there 
was a vacancy in the post of Deputy Government Press Secretary.  This vacancy was filled in 
October 2016.

08/11/2016WRC00950Departmental Staff Data

08/11/2016WRC0100060. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the section in his Department responsible 
for organising the civic forum on Brexit; and the number of civil servants and non-established 
civil servants employed in this section. [33241/16]

08/11/2016WRC01100The Taoiseach: The all-island civic dialogue event on Brexit held on 2 November was 
hosted by me and the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade.  The Department of Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade led on the organisation of the event, supported by my Department.    

Within my Department,  officials from a number of sections were involved in preparing for 
the event and in its organisation on the day, including from International, EU and Northern Ire-
land Division which has the lead role in my Department in relation to Brexit issues, Economic 
Policy Division, Protocol Section, Press Office and Government Information Services.

08/11/2016WRC01150Departmental Staff Data

08/11/2016WRC0120061. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if the overall staff numbers in his Depart-
ment have remained stagnant since 2015; the number of staff who have retired or been trans-
ferred, in tabular form; and if they were replaced. [33242/16]

08/11/2016WRC01300The Taoiseach: The overall staff numbers in my Department have fallen by 14 since end 
December 2015.  On 31 December 2015 there were 207 staff in my Department equating to 
197.9 whole time equivalents.  There are currently 193 staff employed in my Department equat-
ing to 186 whole time equivalents.  The following table sets out the details requested by the 
Deputy on staff movements for 2016.

- No. of staff (headcount)
Retired/career break/contract terminated 13
Transferred out 25
Transferred in 5
New entrants 19

08/11/2016WRC01350Brexit Issues
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08/11/2016WRC0140062. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the reason he is against appointing a 
Brexit Minister; the way in which he came to this decision; the rationale used; and if he sought 
advice from his officials. [33243/16]

08/11/2016WRC0150070. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Taoiseach if negotiations have commenced with the 
British Government over the future shape of British-Irish economic, travel and political rela-
tionships; and if so, the number of staff and their rank who have taken part in these negotiations.  
[32851/16]

08/11/2016WRC01600The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 62 and 70 together.

The issue of Brexit and the challenges arising for Ireland are of such importance and scale 
that I do not believe it is appropriate or sufficient to allocate overall responsibility to a single 
Minister, or to have it dealt with as part of one Department’s responsibilities.  The issues in-
volved concern all Ministers, Departments and Agencies and require a consistent and compre-
hensive whole-of-Government response. 

The Government has considered Brexit issues regularly since the UK referendum result, 
including on foot of nine separate Memoranda for Government.  I am ensuring that a whole-
of-Government response to Brexit is being developed, including through a new Brexit Cabinet 
Committee which I established following the referendum result, which I chair and which will 
involve all Ministers as required.   

I have also restructured my Department to ensure that Brexit is treated as a crucial cross-
cutting issue, including my creating a newly amalgamated International, EU and Northern Ire-
land Division, under a new Second Secretary General.  The work of this Division includes sup-
porting the new Cabinet Committee on Brexit and the Cabinet Committee on European Affairs.

Work on Brexit is also supported by the Minister and Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade who now have a greater role in EU matters overall, with a newly created EU Division 
and the existing Division dealing with Anglo Irish affairs both having important roles to play.

Across Government, relevant Departments, agencies and overseas missions are being 
strengthened to deal with Brexit.

Article 50 will frame the negotiations on arrangements for the UK’s eventual withdrawal 
from the EU.   We know from PM May that she intends to formally trigger Article 50 no later 
than the end of March next year.  No negotiations will take place until Article 50 has been ex-
plicitly triggered.

There is, however, ongoing close political and official engagement, including with the Brit-
ish Government, Northern Ireland and the EU Member States and institutions.

08/11/2016WRC01650Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

08/11/2016WRC0170063. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he has met the new British ambassador.  
[33244/16]

08/11/2016WRC0180064. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he has met or written to the Scottish 
First Minister, Nicola Sturgeon, recently. [33246/16]

08/11/2016WRC0190065. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach his plans to have any bilaterals at the 
North-South Ministerial Council meeting planned for 8 November 2016. [33247/16]
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08/11/2016WRC02000The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 63 to 65, inclusive, together.

I look forward to engaging with the First Minister, deputy First Minister and members of 
the Northern Ireland Executive at the North South Ministerial Council Plenary  later this month.  
The programme for the plenary has not yet been finalised.  

I expect to see the  Scottish First Minister when I attend the British Irish Council meeting 
later this month in Wales.

 My officials have met with the new British Ambassador to Ireland, Robin Barnett.   While 
we have not had a formal meeting to date, I have spoken with the Ambassador at a number of 
events over the past number of weeks.

08/11/2016WRC02050British-Irish Council

08/11/2016WRC0210066. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the issues he plans to discuss at the No-
vember British-Irish Council. [33238/16]

08/11/2016WRC02200The Taoiseach: I will be attending the next summit meeting of the British Irish Council in 
November where, in addition to discussing progress on the work of the Council, we will con-
sider the latest developments in relation to the UK’s exit from the EU in the context of priorities 
for Member Administrations and implications for the Council as a whole.  

This is line with the agreement reached at July’s Extraordinary Summit meeting, that an 
update on developments would be facilitated at the next Council Summit.

08/11/2016WRC02250Third Level Funding

08/11/2016WRC0230067. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Taoiseach further to parliamentary question number 
316 of 11 October 2016, if the income for Irish universities that comes indirectly from Exche-
quer sources, such as via tuition fee grants for maintenance grant and full fee grant students 
or via research grants or state contracts, is counted as income from general government under 
EUROSTAT market test rules for determining whether the borrowings by universities are off-
balance sheet and do not impact on the level of general government debt. [32370/16]

08/11/2016WRC0240068. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Taoiseach further to parliamentary question number 
316 of 11 October 2016, if all universities here meet the market test; the outcome if, in a par-
ticular year, university income does not meet the market test by generating more than 50% of 
its income from non-Exchequer sources; and if the debt of a university would be included on 
the general government balance sheet in such a case. [32371/16]

08/11/2016WRC0250069. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Taoiseach if the income for Irish universities that 
comes indirectly from Exchequer sources, such as via tuition fee grants for maintenance grant 
and full fee grant students or via research grants, is counted as income from general government 
under EUROSTAT market test rules for determining whether the borrowings by universities are 
off-balance sheet and do not impact on the level of general government debt. [32440/16]

08/11/2016WRC02600Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Regina Doherty): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 67 to 69, inclusive, together.

The legally binding accounting rules which must be used by all EU Member States for 
producing Government Finance Statistics (GFS) are those of the European System of Accounts 
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2010 (ESA 2010). The Manual on Government Deficit and Debt (MGDD) provides further 
guidance on the implementation of ESA 2010 when reporting GFS.

To test whether a unit is in government, the decision rules that need to be followed are as per 
ESA 2010 and MGDD. These rules establish that an entity should be classified in the govern-
ment sector if it is (a) under public (government) control and (b) if it is a non-market entity.  The 
first step in the classification process is therefore to determine  if the unit is under public control.  
Not all publicly controlled entities are in general government. This is because if a publicly con-
trolled unit is a market producer (i.e. selling their output at economically significant prices) it is 
classified outside government as a public corporation.

Historically the universities were classified as privately controlled non-profit institutions in 
the National Accounts.  The CSO, having reviewed the Universities Act, 1997, concluded that, 
on balance, the universities have sufficient degree of autonomy under this legislation to be clas-
sified as being privately and not publicly controlled. Therefore the universities are not currently 
included in the list of public corporations published by the CSO.  

In 2012 the CSO reclassified the universities as market producers meaning they were clas-
sified to the non-financial corporations sector rather than the non-profit sector.  Therefore, cur-
rently the universities are classified outside Government on the basis that they are (a) privately 
controlled and (b) market producers.   This second assessment currently considers the fee in-
come including the portion paid by the State (which is considered a transfer to households who 
then pay the fee) as sales.  Other income combined with these fees is sufficient to meet over 
50% of costs. 

According to the rules of the MGDD the market / non-market criterion is applied taking 
results over a “number of years” - in practical terms usually a three year period is taken.  Only 
when a clear pattern is observed is a reclassification undertaken.  This ensures that government 
figures are not made volatile through reclassifications arising from exceptional events. 

In common with other entities in receipt of significant public funds the universities are 
subject to routine checks on their sector classification by the CSO.  If the universities were to 
be classified as under public control as a result of such a review, only then would the market/
non-market criterion apply to the decision as to whether they should be classified in the govern-
ment sector or not.

Question No. 70 answered with Question No. 62.

08/11/2016WRC02750Departmental Expenditure

08/11/2016WRC0280071. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Taoiseach the amount that his Department 
spent on external legal advice in each of the years 2013 to 2015, inclusive; and the names of 
each of the legal firms that provided advice to his Department in each of those years.  [32914/16]

08/11/2016WRC02900The Taoiseach: My Department incurred no expenditure on external legal advice in 2013, 
2014 or 2015.

08/11/2016WRC02950Cabinet Committee Meetings

08/11/2016WRC0300072. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on educa-
tion last met. [33057/16]
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08/11/2016WRC03100The Taoiseach: The Cabinet Committee on Social Policy and Public Service Reform  pro-
vides a basis for cross-Departmental co-ordination in delivery of Programme for Government 
commitments in areas of social policy and social inclusion, including those matters in the area 
of education.  It last met on 27 October, 2016.

08/11/2016WRC03150Seanad Reform

08/11/2016WRC0320073. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the status of the inter-party group being 
set up to review Seanad Éireann reform. [33058/16]

08/11/2016WRC03300The Taoiseach: One of the recommendations of the Working Group on Seanad Reform was 
the establishment of an Implementation Group to oversee the implementation of the reforms 
contained in its Report.  

On 28 September, I wrote to Party Leaders indicating my belief that the Group should be 
based in the Oireachtas and comprise members of the Dáil and Seanad from all parties and 
groups and seeking their agreement to this approach and their intention to participate.  Contacts 
are continuing with parties to finalise nominations with a view to having the Group up and run-
ning as soon as possible.

08/11/2016WRC03350Gambling Legislation

08/11/2016WRC0340074. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
plans she has to progress issues that are outside of the gambling control Bill; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [33369/16]

08/11/2016WRC03500Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The General Scheme of the Gambling Control Bill was published in July 2013 following ap-
proval by the Government and is currently in drafting by the Office of the Parliamentary Coun-
sel.

The Bill, as proposed, will update all existing laws on the regulation of gambling, including 
betting and gaming but excluding the National Lottery. It will provide for the licensing of all 
forms of on-line gambling.

The General Scheme was referred to what was at the time the Oireachtas Joint Committee 
on Justice, Defence and Equality for consideration and observations. The Joint Committee re-
ceived 29 submissions and held public hearings following which it issued a report on 6 Novem-
ber 2013 which contained 8 conclusions and was laid before the Houses.

The 2013 General Scheme provides for the conferring of responsibility for all regulatory 
matters in this area on the Minister for Justice and Equality, including licensing, inspections 
and prosecutions, and it envisages that these functions would be carried out by a body located 
within the Department of Justice and Equality.

The General Scheme also provides for a dedicated inspectorate to ensure compliance by 
licence holders with the terms of their licences and with the new legislation generally. 

The Gambling Control Bill will have consumer protection generally as one of its core prin-
ciples, and it is envisaged that it will include several measures aimed at the protection of vul-
nerable persons, including children, from risks to their well-being arising from gambling.   The 
2013 Scheme includes measures that will require licence holders to act in a socially responsible 
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way. These measures include controls on advertising, promotions and sponsorship. 

It would remain the intention to proceed with this legislation at the earliest feasible op-
portunity. In support of these efforts the Government has delegated powers of the Minister for 
Justice and Equality under the gaming and lotteries legislation to me as Minister of State. Since 
my appointment I have requested my departmental officials to review the Scheme published 
in 2013 by way of taking account of intervening developments and technologies in the gaming 
sector. This review will help to update policy in this area.

At the same time, and pending the bringing forward of the main Bill, which, I am sure Depu-
ties are aware, is a major undertaking, I have also asked my Department to examine whether 
there are any individual pressing areas of concern, intended to be dealt with in the Bill, which 
could be dealt with sooner by separate legislative measures and this is being actively consid-
ered. I am aware that there are a number of areas of immediate concern to Deputies and to the 
wider community. It is my intention, therefore, that work on such early measures will continue 
in tandem with the wider review of the existing Scheme of a Bill to avoid any undue delay. My 
officials and I will continue consultations with relevant stake-holders and I intend to move for-
ward as quickly as possible with the appropriate legislation.

08/11/2016WRC03550Turbary Rights

08/11/2016WRC0360075. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
will provide details of ownership for Clonsura, Doon, Carnagh, Moyne and Ballinaloe bogs in 
north County Westmeath. [33705/16]

08/11/2016WRC03700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can 
inform the Deputy that the Property Registration Authority is responsible for the management 
and control of the Land Registry and Registry of Deeds. When title or ownership is registered 
in the Land Registry the deeds are filed in the Registry and all relevant particulars concerning 
the property and its ownership are entered on folios which form the registers maintained in 
the Land Registry. In conjunctions with folios the Land Registry also maintains Land Registry 
maps.

To identify the ownership of a particular area of land requires that either the Folio Number 
of the registered title is known or that the area of interest can be identified clearly on the Land 
Registry map. Over the last number of years the Property Registration Authority has transferred 
all the paper records held as part of the Register onto an electronic database.  This has been 
made available for inspection through the landdirect.ie portal, www.landdirect.ie.  Through this 
portal the Land Registry map can be inspected and when the area is identified, the Folio Regis-
ter, which identifies the registered owner, can be inspected.  The Property Registration Author-
ity website, www.prai.ie, gives further details of the services available in this regard.

I am advised by the Property Registration Authority that the information provided in this 
Question was not sufficient to determine the ownership of the particular lands referred to.  How-
ever, the Deputy will be aware of the service by the Authority to T.D.s and Senators, which 
provides information on the current status of registration applications and other related matters, 
which was introduced in May 2006. Accordingly, the Deputy may wish to contact the Authority 
directly via that service with any further information which may be available to assist in defini-
tively identifying the land which is of interest and to determine if the Authority can identify the 
current ownership of the land.



8 November 2016

147

08/11/2016WRD00200Garda Remuneration

08/11/2016WRD0030076. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
starting salary and allowances in place for gardaí as and from 1 January 2010; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [33754/16]

08/11/2016WRD0040077. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
starting salary and allowances in place for gardaí as and from 1 November 2016; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [33755/16]

08/11/2016WRD00500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 76 and 77 together.

The position as of 1 November 2016 is that trainee Gardaí are supported while complet-
ing their 2 year BA in Police Studies.  For the 32 week duration of phase 1 of their training 
they receive a basic weekly allowance of €184 and full board in the Garda College.  After 32 
weeks they are fully attested and move onto the first point of the Garda incremental pay scale of 
€23,750.  The incremental scale rises to €42,138 per annum after 8 years with two further incre-
ments after 13 and 19 years’ service which bring the maximum of the pay scale to €45,793 per 
annum after 19 years.  New Gardaí, like all public servants, will see their salary increased by 
€1,000 in September 2017 under the Lansdowne Road Agreement, as part of the Government’s 
commitment to the gradual restoration of pay. 

When considering Garda pay it is, however, important to recall that the Garda salary scale 
does not represent the full earnings of a Garda as it does not include any allowances which form 
a very significant part of Garda earnings.  Newly attested Gardaí assigned to frontline duties 
work the Garda Roster which attracts unsocial hours payments.  They also qualify for uniform 
allowance and boot allowance.  Taking account of these allowances I am informed by the Garda 
Commissioner that the average earnings of a newly attested Garda in the first year of their pro-
bation is approximately €30,500. 

In January 2010, the first point of the Garda salary scale was €25,745.  Having regard to a 
restructuring of the training programme in the intervening years this is not directly comparable 
with the position that pertains at present.  In addition, newly attested Gardaí at that time quali-
fied for the rent allowance.  Following a review of all allowances in the public service during 
2011 and 2012, the Government decided on 18 September 2012 that this allowance should be 
abolished for all new public servants including Gardaí, Prison Officers and Fire Officers.  It is 
acknowledged that this decision has had a significant impact on new Gardaí recruited since the 
reopening of the Garda College in September 2014.

As the Deputy will be aware, on Thursday last the Labour Court issued recommendations 
in respect of disputes involving the Garda Representative Association (GRA) and the Associa-
tion of Garda Sergeants and Inspectors (AGSI).  The Court’s recommendations, which are to 
be balloted on by members of the two Associations in the coming weeks, would benefit new 
recruits in a number of ways.  In particular, the Court has recommended that the rent allowance 
abolished for new recruits in 2012, be restored and increased by €500 per annum to €4,655.  
The allowance is to be incorporated into pay which would result in increased unsocial hours and 
overtime payments.  The Labour Court has also recommended the introduction of a premium 
payment of €15 for every annual leave day to acknowledge the fact that the operation of the 
administration of justice has the effect of diminishing the certainty of approved annual leave for 
Gardaí.  Paid 15 minute pre-tour briefing/tasking sessions are also recommended by the Court 
and together with the recommendations referred to above, would benefit all Gardaí, including 
new recruits.
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These recommendations, if accepted, will have a significant positive effect on the remunera-
tion of new recruits and I am sure that all concerned will give them the detailed consideration 
that they deserve.

08/11/2016WRD00600National Lottery Funding Disbursement

08/11/2016WRD0070078. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
national lottery funding is available at present through her Department to support the work of 
community groups; if so, if there are specific programmes eligible for grant assistance; the de-
tails of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33276/16]

08/11/2016WRD00800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to 
advise the Deputy that at present there is no National Lottery Funding available to my Depart-
ment.

08/11/2016WRD00900Asylum Applications

08/11/2016WRD0100079. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the status of an application for asylum in respect of a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [33311/16]

08/11/2016WRD01100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, if the 
person whose details were supplied has made an application for asylum or subsidiary protection 
in the State, I must advise that it is not the practice to comment on such applications until they 
have fully completed the protection process.  This is in accordance with Section 19(1) of the 
Refugee Act, 1996 (as amended) which provides for the protection of the identity of protection 
applicants.  Protection legislation also provides for the right of appeal at both the asylum and 
subsidiary protection stages of the process.  

Protection applications and appeals are dealt with in chronological order, based on the date 
the application or appeal was lodged.

08/11/2016WRD01200Prisoner Health

08/11/2016WRD0130080. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the medical and psychological interventions and supports that have been provided to a person 
(details supplied) since the person was found guilty of grievous bodily harm and remanded 
to prison; if she will liaise with the Department of Health to urgently provide the person with 
necessary psychiatric medical intervention; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[33325/16]

08/11/2016WRD01400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Prison Service that the prisoner concerned remains in custody in Mountjoy 
Prison to date, and is currently under the care of the In-Reach Forensic Mental Health Services 
from the Central Mental Hospital.  The In-Reach team has referred this patient for admission to 
the services of the Central Mental Hospital, and he is currently awaiting a transfer to those ser-
vices.  I understand that he is currently on the transfer list, and is likely to be transferred when 
a bed becomes available in the Central Mental Hospital.
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In the interim, he continues to have access to the full range of mental health services avail-
able to all persons in custody.  The clinicians who are attached to the In-Reach Forensic Mental 
Health Services will seek to ensure that he continues on an appropriate medication regime 
based on their clinical assessment of his presentation.

The Irish Prison Service has confirmed that it will continue to liaise with its colleagues in 
the Central Mental Hospital in relation to the transfer of this patient to its care, and that transfer 
will be facilitated as soon as possible.

08/11/2016WRD01500Prisoner Data

08/11/2016WRD0160081. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of life sentence prisoners in custody in 2015; the breakdown of the number of life 
sentence prisoners in custody convicted of murder, attempted murder, manslaughter, sexual of-
fences and any other offence; if, in the case of any other offence, she will specify the offence; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33328/16]

08/11/2016WRD01700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can 
advise the Deputy that the number of persons serving a life sentence on the 31 December 2015 
was 342.  A breakdown of the offences is included in the following table. 

Offence Description Number in custody 
Murder 324
Manslaughter 3
Attempted Murder 3
Sexual Offences 12
Total 342

08/11/2016WRD01800Prisoner Data

08/11/2016WRD0190082. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of men and women respectively in custody serving a life sentence; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [33329/16]

08/11/2016WRD02000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can 
advise the Deputy that the number of persons serving a life sentence on the 30 September 2016 
was 347, of which 336 were male and 11 female.

08/11/2016WRD02100Garda Deployment

08/11/2016WRD0220083. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if there has been any cost to An Garda Síochána in protecting the memorial wall in Glasnevin 
cemetery since it was unveiled in 2016. [33347/16]

08/11/2016WRD02300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will be aware, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and Districts, and I, as Minister, have 
no direct role in the matter.

For security and operational reasons, it is not the policy of An Garda Síochána to comment 
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on the specific deployment of Garda resources.  However, I am assured by the Garda Com-
missioner that the allocation of resources is continually monitored and reviewed, taking into 
account all relevant factors including crime trends, demographics, and security assessments so 
as to ensure optimal use is made of all Garda resources.

08/11/2016WRD02400Prison Accommodation

08/11/2016WRD0250084. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality her views 
on the cost of planned refurbishment of the C division in Mountjoy Prison; the works that will 
be undertaken; and the reason this is the second refurbishment in five years. [33354/16]

08/11/2016WRD02600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can 
advise the Deputy that there is no refurbishment planned for Mountjoy C Wing.  The wing in 
question was extensively refurbished in the period November 2010 to December 2011. 

At the time of the refurbishment it was not considered necessary  to replace what is de-
scribed as the “Heating Coil” within the wing.  The heating coil is a means of distributing heat 
throughout the C wing.  Over the past six years the condition of the heating coil has deteriorated 
and given the possibility that this deterioration could lead to a leak occurring or a loss of heat 
arising while the wing is occupied, it has been deemed prudent to replace the heating coil as a 
preventative measure.  The works that the Deputy refers to are those to replace the heating coil 
at a cost of €345,596 excluding VAT.  Works commenced recently and are due to complete by 
year’s end.

08/11/2016WRD02700Legislative Measures

08/11/2016WRD0280085. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if there 
is legislation in place to limit or prevent begging or harassment in public places; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [33367/16]

08/11/2016WRD02900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The law 
on begging is set out in the Public Order Act 2011.  The Act defines begging as requesting or 
soliciting money or goods other than in accordance with a licence, permit or authorisation. 

Section 2 of the Act provides that it is an offence while begging in any place to harass, in-
timidate, assault or threaten any other person or persons, or obstruct the passage of persons or 
vehicles.  A person who commits such an offence is liable, on summary conviction, to a fine of 
up to €500 or imprisonment for a term of up to one month or both. 

Section 3 of the Act gives the Garda Síochána the power to direct persons begging in any 
place in a manner that constitutes an offence under section 2 to desist and leave the vicinity 
in a peaceable and orderly manner.  This section also specifically includes begging at certain 
places such as at or near entrances to business premises, ATM machines or vending machines.  
A person who contravenes a direction under this section is guilty of an offence and is liable, on 
summary conviction, to a fine of up to €500.

Section 4 of the Act gives the Garda Síochána powers of arrest without warrant where there 
are reasonable grounds to believe that an offence under this legislation has been committed.

08/11/2016WRD03000Visa Applications
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08/11/2016WRD0310086. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
she will reveiw the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [33378/16]

08/11/2016WRD03200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that an 
appeal in respect of the application referred to is currently under consideration by the Visa 
Office in Dublin.  The sponsor has been asked to provide information necessary to support the 
application as set out in the Policy Document on Non-EEA Family Reunification and to which 
all applicants for this category of visa are referred.  Once the required documents have been 
received by the Visa Office, a thorough examination of the appeal will be undertaken and a 
decision will issue in due course.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

In addition, applicants may themselves e-mail queries directly to the INIS Visa Office (visa-
mail@justice.ie).

08/11/2016WRD03300Residency Permits

08/11/2016WRD0340087. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the progress to date in the determination of an application for permission to remain on the basis 
of parentage of an Irish born person in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [33401/16]

08/11/2016WRD03500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
person concerned applied for a right of residency, accompanied by a right to work, based on 
parentage of an Irish citizen child.  The application is currently under consideration, however, 
it is not possible to provide a precise date as to when the case will be finalised.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

08/11/2016WRD03600Legal Aid Applications Data

08/11/2016WRD0370088. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of applications there were for legal aid for home repossession or home eviction cases in 
each of the years 2011 to 2016 to date; and the number of these that were successful in obtaining 
free legal aid. [33423/16]

08/11/2016WRD03800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
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Deputy is aware, the Government is committed to providing assistance to persons who may be 
in danger of losing their home.  Last month I launched Abhaile, the Government’s Mortgage 
Arrears Resolution Service.  Under this scheme, free legal advice is available to insolvent bor-
rowers who are in danger of losing their family home.  263 people have been referred to this 
free legal advice under this scheme since it began.  In addition the Board has arranged for a duty 
solicitor to be present at every repossession list at county registrars’ courts to assist insolvent 
borrowers who do not have legal representation for such proceedings. 

This is a new additional service and separate to the traditional provision of civil legal aid 
which is subject to the application of a merits test under section 24 and section 28(2) of the 
Civil Legal Aid Act 1995.  These criteria include whether the applicant is reasonably likely to 
be successful in the proceedings, assuming that the facts put forward by him or her in relation to 
the proceedings are proved before the court or tribunal concerned.  In many repossession cases 
the applicant is unlikely to have any prospect of success as the lender will usually be entitled 
to orders for possession and sale in circumstances where the mortgage is valid and is in arrears.  
In such circumstances the applicant is unlikely to meet the criteria for granting civil legal aid.

The Deputy should note that proceedings for ejectment are not normally within the scope of 
civil legal aid by virtue of section 28(9) (a) (ii) of the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995, save where a 
local authority is seeking to exclude a person from social housing or where certain exemptions 
to this rule apply.

The number of applications for legal aid and legal aid certificates granted for repossession 
or ejectment from 2013 to 2016 (to date) are as set out in the following table.

Year Number of applications Number of legal aid certifi-
cates granted

2013 24 5
2014 93 10
2015 147 14
1/1/16 – 2/11/16 86 10
2016 - Abhaile scheme 
referrals 

263 - 

Data of this nature is not available for the years 2011 and 2012.  In those years, the Legal 
Aid Board provided services in relation to debt cases as follows:

Year Legal advice provided Legal aid provided
2011 299 75
2012 305 85
I am informed that it is not possible to identify how many of these debt cases involved re-

possession of a person’s home.

The Deputy will also be aware of Rebuilding Ireland – Action Plan for Housing and Home-
lessness, announced by my colleague the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government during the summer, and the measures it contains in relation to homelessness, 
social housing, and improving the private rental sector.

08/11/2016WRD03900Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal

08/11/2016WRD0400089. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
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Parliamentary Question No. 71 of 7 July 2016, if she has made the necessary appointments to 
the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal; and if not, when it will be fully staffed and work-
ing at full capacity to review claims and appeals. [33448/16]

08/11/2016WRD04100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can in-
form the Deputy that I made six appointments to the Tribunal in August last and consequently 
there are no current vacancies on the Tribunal.

08/11/2016WRD04200Garda Resources

08/11/2016WRD0430090. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
measures that are being taken to address so-called white collar crime; if she is satisfied that An 
Garda Síochána possesses sufficient expert personnel to combat this type of crime in terms of 
forensic accountancy; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33457/16]

08/11/2016WRD04400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Dep-
uty will appreciate that the management of Garda investigations, including the allocation of re-
sources, are matters for the Garda authorities in the first instance and I have no direct role in this 
regard.  However, I can assure the Deputy that the investigation of white collar crimes remains 
a priority for An Garda Síochána and this Government will continue to provide the necessary 
legislative and administrative supports to help bring the perpetrators of such crime to justice.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau 
(formerly the Garda Bureau of Fraud Investigation) has dedicated expert staff to address white 
collar crime.  There are currently two full-time forensic accountants assigned to the Bureau and 
a competition to appoint a further two forensic accountants has recently been completed by the 
Public Appointments Service. 

The previous Government brought forward new legislation in the Criminal Justice Act 2011 
which was an important step forward in our response to this form of criminality.  Its main pur-
pose is to address delays in the prosecution and investigation of complex white collar crime by 
improving certain important procedural matters and strengthening Garda investigative powers.  
Another recent provision is Part 5 of the Courts and Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
2013 which allows for the selection of additional jurors for longer trials, such as those involv-
ing complex financial matters where jurors might become unavailable due to the length of the 
proceedings.

In terms of forthcoming legislation, work on the drafting of the Criminal Justice (Corrup-
tion) Bill  is at an advanced stage and it is hoped to publish it in the coming weeks in line with 
the Government’s legislative programme.  Provisions in the Bill  will replace  and update the 
offences of giving and receiving bribes, address the bribery of foreign officials, provide discrete 
offences outlawing trading in influence, criminalise the making of payments knowingly or reck-
lessly to a third party who intends to use them as a bribe.  The Bill will also enhance the ability 
of the DPP to bring prosecutions by providing presumptions of corrupt gifts or payment.

I am advised that An Garda Síochána continues to develop relevant investigative strategies 
utilising advanced analytical and intelligence methodology.  Multiple approaches, including 
the powers in the Criminal Justice Act 2011 as well as proceeds of crime legislation, money 
laundering legislation and the powers of the Criminal Assets Bureau, are all utilised to ensure 
the activities of individuals and groups involved in criminal enterprise are effectively targeted.  
I am also advised that there is the closest of cooperation between the Garda National Economic 
Crime Bureau (GNECB) and the Criminal Assets Bureau.
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As illustrated in the major banking investigations, the GNECB also works closely with other 
bodies with relevant enforcement functions, but whose legislative and regulatory functions are 
not under my Ministerial remit, including the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement, 
the Central Bank and the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission.

In conclusion, I might add that some €330 million, including €205 million under the Capital 
Plan, is being invested in Garda ICT infrastructure between 2016 and 2021.  This major invest-
ment as well as the programme of ongoing accelerated Garda recruitment will clearly benefit 
all criminal investigations, including those relating to financial crime.

08/11/2016WRD04500Residency Permits

08/11/2016WRD0460091. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the progress to date in determination of an application for an EU residence card as a spouse-
partner of an EU national in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33460/16]

08/11/2016WRD04700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am in-
formed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that  INIS 
wrote to the person concerned on 3rd September, 2016, at the address provided by the Deputy, 
advising that the application for a residence card under the Free Movement provisions was 
approved for a period of five years expiring on 2nd September, 2021.  However, the correspon-
dence was returned to INIS by An Post marked “gone away”.  Officials in INIS have advised 
that the correspondence was re-issued to the person concerned on 3rd November, 2016  at the 
address provided.  In the event that there are any changes in circumstances, including change of 
address, the person concerned should inform INIS in writing.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

08/11/2016WRD04800Legislative Measures

08/11/2016WRD0490092. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
she will address concerns regarding the Courts Bill 2016, in particular, the perception that this 
Bill will further undermine the right of distressed mortgage holders or land owners to seek pro-
tection through the courts; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33473/16]

08/11/2016WRD05000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The po-
sition is that the Courts Bill 2016 does not have implications for repossession proceedings in 
respect of principal private residences and will neither undermine nor erode the rights of such 
borrowers to due process and the remedies afforded by insolvency law.  Under the Land and 
Conveyancing Law Reform Act 2013, the Circuit Court has been given jurisdiction to deal 
with repossession proceedings involving principal private residences, irrespective of when the 
mortgage was created, its rateable valuation or its market value.  I regret that attempts are being 
made to create a contrary perception.   

The Courts Bill 2016 is a short, technical Bill which is being introduced to address the im-



8 November 2016

155

plications of a Court of Appeal ruling in July last.  In that case, the Court of Appeal ruled that 
where Circuit Court jurisdiction to hear cases involving property is based on the property’s 
rateable valuation, that Court has no such jurisdiction if the property is not rateable under the 
Valuation Act 2001.  While the Court felt obliged to reach this conclusion, it acknowledged that 
the ruling was likely to lead to consequences which were “both unfortunate and unintended”.  
The Court added that certain proceedings would have to be commenced in the High Court in-
stead of the Circuit Court and that this would simply create additional costs for litigants “and 
will serve to deprive the parties of access to local courts in the manner in which the Constitu-
tion actually intended.”  The Bill seeks to address these unintended consequences and to avoid 
disruption to the orderly management and discharge of court proceedings already under way, 
as well as any additional costs arising from a collapse or withdrawal of proceedings based on 
rateable valuation. 

As the Deputy may be aware, a new, innovative mortgage arrears resolution service - Ab-
haile - was officially launched recently by myself and the Minister for Social Protection.  The 
new nationwide service marks a departure in State assistance by providing free, independent 
expert advice and support on financial and legal issues.  The number one objective is to help 
people to stay in their home wherever possible.  The scheme started in late July and is already 
proving very effective.  The scheme is designed to help keep families in their homes by iden-
tifying sustainable solutions in mortgage arrears cases.  Under the scheme, eligible clients are 
given vouchers to obtain expert advice from financial and legal advisers in order to resolve their 
debt issues.  In addition, they can get assistance in court where needed, have access to solicitors, 
and get help obtaining legal aid.  A major Government information campaign will be launched 
in the coming weeks to raise awareness of the scheme.  I believe that the introduction of the 
scheme will help people get out of debt and, wherever possible, to stay in their own homes and 
would strongly encourage anyone worried about mortgage arrears on their home to contact 
MABS, the Government gateway for accessing free expert help and advice.

This new service builds on the protections granted by the Land and Conveyancing Law 
Reform Act 2013 which assists homeowners in mortgage arrears by granting the Court specific 
powers to adjourn repossession proceedings in order to allow such a borrower to consult with 
a personal insolvency practitioner (PIP) with a view to making a Personal Insolvency Arrange-
ment (PIA) under the Insolvency Acts and to instruct the PIP to make such a proposal.  In addi-
tion, the Personal Insolvency (Amendment) Act 2015 has been enacted in order to further assist 
homeowners in mortgage arrears.  The 2015 Act introduced a new “court review” process ap-
plicable in cases where creditors such as a lending institution refuse a proposal for a PIA drawn 
up to resolve the homeowner’s debts, including the mortgage on their home.

Addressing mortgage arrears is necessary in order to assist homeowners in mortgage arrears 
to remain in their homes and avoid additional pressures on the rental or social housing sectors.  
The Government is committed to building on recent reforms and creating a framework that 
removes fear and brings predictability to a difficult process.  Through a range of actions, includ-
ing the launch of Abhaile, Government Departments and relevant bodies will continue to work 
to find ways to encourage those who have not been able to engage with their lending institutions 
to date to reach suitable long-term debt solutions with a view to avoiding repossessions.

08/11/2016WRD05100Visa Applications

08/11/2016WRD0520093. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
her attention has been drawn to a matter (details supplied) regarding a visa. [33495/16]

08/11/2016WRD05300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
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vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, on the 
basis of the information provided, it is not possible to identify the individual concerned.

I would expect in situations such as this, where the passport expires before the immigration 
permission runs out,  that the balance of the permission is entered on the applicant’s new pass-
port without incurring a second fee.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
established specifically for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

If the Deputy would like to forward details of the individual concerned to the Oireachtas 
Mail facility, I will arrange for the matter to be investigated further.

08/11/2016WRD05400Pension Provisions

08/11/2016WRD0550094. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if a 
decision has been made on an application for benefits in respect of a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33504/16]

08/11/2016WRD05600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am in-
formed that this matter is still under consideration in conjunction with the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform.  The decision in this case will be communicated as soon as possible.

08/11/2016WRD05700Asylum Applications

08/11/2016WRD0580095. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the progress to date in the determination of an application for asylum in the case of a person 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33510/16]

08/11/2016WRD05900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am in-
formed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that there 
is no application for asylum in respect of the person named.  However, the person is the subject 
of a family reunification application which is currently being processed. 

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
established specifically for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

08/11/2016WRE00150Crime Prevention

08/11/2016WRE0020096. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality to out-
line her plans to roll out a scheme of funding through her Department to assist community alert 
groups to install closed circuit television cameras. [33554/16]
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08/11/2016WRE00300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am very 
conscious of the value that communities, especially rural communities, place on CCTV as a 
means of deterring crime and assisting in the detection of offenders.

I am happy to inform the Deputy that I have secured €1 million in Budget 2017 to begin 
a new round of funding for community-based CCTV schemes in line with the Programme for 
Government commitment to provide investment in CCTV systems.  I am currently developing 
proposals so that arrangements will be in place early in 2017 whereby Community Groups can 
apply for relevant funding.

08/11/2016WRE00350Visa Applications

08/11/2016WRE0040097. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality to 
outline the status of an application for a visa in respect of persons (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [33561/16]

08/11/2016WRE00500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
visa applications referred to were received in the INIS Visa Office, New Delhi, on 29/12/2015. 
The applications are currently awaiting examination.

The Visa Office has experienced an unprecedented increase in the volume of applications of 
this type which has led to some delays in processing.  As the Deputy will appreciate, in order 
to be fair to all applicants, applications are processed in order by date received in this office.  
While every effort is made to process them within a reasonable time frame, processing times 
will vary having regard to the volume of applications, their complexity and the resources avail-
able.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

In addition, applicants may themselves e-mail queries directly to the New Delhi Visa Office 
(ndvi@dfa.ie).

08/11/2016WRE00550Garda Station Refurbishment

08/11/2016WRE0060098. Deputy John Brady asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if mon-
eys have been secured and ring-fenced for the refurbishment of a Garda station at Greystones, 
County Wicklow; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33569/16]

08/11/2016WRE00700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The re-
furbishment of Greystones Garda Station is among the projects included in the funding being 
provided for the Garda Building and Refurbishment Programme 2016-2021, which I announced 
on 21 October 2015 with my colleague the Minister of State at the Office of Public Works.

The relevant works under the Programme will be progressed by the Garda authorities work-
ing in close cooperation with the Office of Public Works, which has the responsibility for the 
provision and maintenance of Garda accommodation, including identifying and progressing 
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any necessary remedial or refurbishment works required at individual stations.

08/11/2016WRE00750Courts Staff

08/11/2016WRE0080099. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality whether 
there is an imminent vacancy for the position of taxing master; the process that will be used to 
fill this position; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33570/16]

08/11/2016WRE00900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Taxing 
masters are independent office holders attached to the High Court and are appointed by the 
Government. The positions of the Taxing Master and their offices are governed by the Courts 
(Supplemental Provisions) Act 1961 as amended by the Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 2011. There are currently two Taxing Masters, the maximum permitted under existing leg-
islation, on fixed term appointments that will expire in the coming months.

As the Deputy will be aware, Part 10 of the Legal Services Regulation Act 2015 provides for 
a new and enhanced legal costs regime that will bring greater transparency to how legal costs 
are charged along with a better balance between the interests of legal practitioners and those 
of their clients in this area. It also provides for the creation of a new Office of the Legal Costs 
Adjudicators that will take over the current functions of the Office of the Taxing-Master and 
will modernise and reform the existing system for the adjudication of legal costs. Provision is 
also made, for the first time in legislation, for a set of Legal Costs Principles which are found 
in Schedule 1 of the 2015 Act and will underpin the adjudication of disputed legal costs. The 
new Office will also maintain a publicly accessible register of its determinations and will have 
modern governance and reporting structures. It should also be noted that the Legal Costs Adju-
dicators will, like the present Taxing Masters, be officers of the Court.

We are, therefore, in a period of structural reform where what has been traditionally known 
as the “taxation” of legal costs is concerned. The transition to the new Office of the Legal Costs 
Adjudicators is, therefore, a matter that requires detailed planning and sequencing so that the 
relevant legal and administrative arrangements are properly in place. This process will also 
have to take account of any intervening vacancies that may arise in the Office of the Taxing-
Master in relation to the anticipated staffing and management requirements of the new Office 
of the Legal Costs Adjudicators so as to ensure a smooth and legally robust transition. This 
includes arrangements within the Courts system where the adjudications of legal costs under 
the new structure will be conducted in succession to the existing taxation of costs regime.  As I 
have indicated, this will all be part of the significant transformation of the existing taxation of 
costs system that will come into place with the forthcoming commencement of Part 10 of the 
Legal Services Regulation Act 2015 which, the Deputy will wish to note, also contains several 
transitional provisions.

On 19 July 2016 I commenced those provisions of Parts 1 and 2 of the Legal Services 
Regulation Act 2015 necessary to support the appointment and start-up of the new Legal Ser-
vices Regulatory Authority – S.I. No. 383 of 2016 refers.  On 29 September, as provided under 
section 7 of the Legal Services Regulation Act 2015, I appointed, by order, 1 October 2016 as 
establishment day of the new Legal Services Regulatory Authority – S.I. No. 507 of 2016 re-
fers.  The resolutions of both Houses approving those nominated by the prescribed nominating 
bodies for membership of the new Regulatory Authority were completed on 6 October in ac-
cordance with the relevant procedures and criteria in Part 2 of the 2015 Act.  Dr. Don Thornhill 
has been appointed Chairperson of the new Authority, which held its inaugural meeting on 26 
October 2016. Following these developments, it is intended that the phased commencement of 
the remaining Parts of the 2015 Act will be implemented over the remainder of this year and 
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into early 2017 in relation to major undertakings in the new legislation including, I would ex-
pect, the completion of all aspects, including staffing, of the transition to the new Office of the 
Legal Costs Adjudicators under Part 10 to which I have referred.

At present, my Department is examining the position as regards existing Taxing Master 
contractual periods and the relevant transitional provisions in the 2015 Act with a view to iden-
tifying interim solutions to facilitate the effective transition from Taxing-Master to Legal Costs 
Adjudicator regimes.

08/11/2016WRE00950Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service Administration

08/11/2016WRE01000100. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if her attention has been drawn to the fact that there is at present an eight week delay for an ap-
pointment at Burgh Quay under the new INIS registration system and that there is no provision 
to request an emergency appointment; if her attention has further been drawn to the fact that as 
a consequence, many persons are finding themselves unable to take up work or re-entry visas as 
they cannot get a stamp in their passport; the steps she will take to address this backlog; and if, 
in the interim, she will allow Dublin-based migrants to register outside Dublin, where far earlier 
appointments are available. [33590/16]

08/11/2016WRE01100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Last Sep-
tember an on-line appointment booking system for registration appointments was introduced at 
the Burgh Quay Offices. The aim of the booking system is to give certainty to applicants that 
they will be dealt with on a particular date and within a stated time period. The introduction of 
the appointment booking system has been a major success and has meant that the long queues 
that have been associated with the Office are now a thing of the past. This has resulted in a sig-
nificant improvement in the customer experience. Since its introduction, over 20,000 appoint-
ments have been booked on the appointment system.

As this is the busiest time of the year for the registration office additional staff on overtime 
have been engaged and the Office is also open on most Saturdays in the autumn. This is in ad-
dition to the normal office hours of 8 am - 9 pm Monday to Thursday and 6pm on Fridays. The 
capacity of the Office to accommodate appointments is monitored on a daily basis, taking into 
account staffing levels, the type of appointments sought and the general number of appointment 
cancellations. Where additional capacity is identified further appointments are released.

The Burgh Quay registration office has facilitated appointments in certain emergency sit-
uations, since the introduction of the appointment booking system, and continues to do so. 
Applicants are advised to email the following address burghquayregoffice@justice.ie in such 
cases.  The relevant NGOs and third level institutions have been briefed by INIS regarding this 
procedure.

The Burgh Quay Office also operates an on-line appointment service for Re-entry visas. 
However, there is no reason for the applicants to present in person for this service as there is 
also a postal service in place which customers are encouraged to use in the first instance.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the nature of the service provided is such that it is demand 
led and accordingly, there are peaks in the numbers of callers to the Office at different times of 
the year. For example, there is a marked increased in demand for registrations during the au-
tumn period primarily due to the surge in demand from third level students at that time of year. 
Similarly, there are peaks for re-entry visas at the start of the summer and in advance of the 
Christmas / New Year holiday period. Additional resources are assigned during these periods.
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In accordance with section 9 of the 2004 Immigration Act an applicant is required to reg-
ister within the registration district in which he or she is resident. For the Dublin Metropolitan 
Region registration must take place at the Burgh Quay Office.

If the Deputy has any particular cases in mind, could I suggest that he utilise the Oireachtas 
mail service which is established for this purpose.

08/11/2016WRE01150Victims Commission

08/11/2016WRE01200101. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
will ensure that adequate resources are provided to the Independent Commission for the Loca-
tion of Victims Remains to enable the greatest possible level of investigations to be carried out 
to try and recover the remains of the four persons who are referred to as the disappeared; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [33658/16]

08/11/2016WRE01300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The fami-
lies of the Disappeared, people who were killed and buried secretly by paramilitary organisa-
tions during the troubles, have had to face a very particular tragedy in not only having lost a 
loved one, but having been denied for so long information about the burial places of their loved 
ones.  I acknowledge the Deputy’s long-standing interest in this issue.

The Independent Commission for the Location of Victims’ Remains (ICLVR) was estab-
lished by the Irish and British Governments in 1999 as one among the actions to acknowledge 
and address the suffering of the victims of violence as a necessary element of reconciliation in 
the context of the Peace Process.  The ICLVR’s task is to facilitate the location of the remains 
of the Disappeared.

To date, 12 of the victims on the ICLVR’s list of the Disappeared have been located and the 
ICLVR is continuing its inquiries in relation to the remaining four cases – Joe Lynskey, Co-
lumba McVeigh, Robert Nairac and Seamus Ruddy – and I can assure the families of my and 
the Government’s continued full support for this ongoing humanitarian work.

I can assure the Deputy and, indeed, the families of the Disappeared that the ICLVR’s in-
vestigation team has had and will continue to have the resources it needs to conduct its work.  
However, as the Deputy will know the ICLVR’s work is fundamentally driven by information.  
This is the key resource to support its efforts and anyone who has any information on any of the 
outstanding cases should bring it to the ICLVR without delay.

With the support of the two Governments, the ICLVR will continue its work tirelessly.  Its 
only aim is to locate the victims’ remains in order that they may be returned to their families to 
receive a decent burial.  In this way the families will then have a grave at which to grieve and 
to remember.

08/11/2016WRE01350Road Traffic Legislation

08/11/2016WRE01400102. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality fur-
ther to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 676 of 23 April 2013, 427 of 7 May 2013 and 104 of 9 De-
cember 2015, if she will provide an update on the issue of quad bikes and scramblers in view of 
the public safety and anti-social issues concerned; if consideration will be given to an initiative 
to discourage parents from buying these for children for Christmas in view of the public safety 
and anti-social issues concerned; the status of her Department’s engagement with the Garda on 
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this issue; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33665/16]

08/11/2016WRE01500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will be aware, the use of mechanically propelled vehicles, including quad bikes and 
scramblers, in a public place is subject to the relevant requirements of road traffic legislation. I 
am advised by the Garda authorities that these vehicles, when used in a public place, must com-
ply with the Road Traffic Acts, including in relation to motor tax, insurance and possession of 
a valid driver licence or learner permit.  Under the Road Traffic Acts, any member of An Garda 
Síochána is allowed to stop a mechanically propelled vehicle in a public place and demand 
production of a driver licence or learner permit.  In addition, Gardaí may inspect the vehicle for 
compliance with vehicle standards legislation, which makes it an offence to drive without rea-
sonable consideration, drive carelessly, or drive dangerously.  The Garda authorities also have 
powers of seizure, detention, storage and disposal of vehicles under road traffic legislation.

I am informed that the use of quad bikes and scramblers in public parks and open spaces is 
strictly prohibited by the local authorities under the Parks and Open Spaces Bye-Laws 2011.

Despite the road traffic and other relevant legislation available in this area, the Garda au-
thorities have indicated that the use of quad bikes and scramblers by minors and youths in 
public parks has proven difficult to deal with from an enforcement perspective. Garda members 
are instructed not to pursue youths on quad bikes, scramblers, etc. owing to the inherent safety 
risk in pursuing these vehicles.  If such pursuits were to take place, there would be a high risk 
of these ending in collisions at speed resulting in serious injury or death, so the opportunity to 
actually bring these vehicles to a stop is rare.

The Garda authorities have advised that the issue is one which is best addressed through 
a multi-agency approach.  In this regard, Gardaí are working with local authorities, including 
park authorities, to examine other solutions, such as engineering solutions.  Enhanced fencing 
and bike gates are examples of engineering measures taken to restrict access to parks.

An Garda Síochána’s Community Policing Unit and Juvenile Liaison Officers will deliver 
an awareness programme in an effort to discourage parents from purchasing quad bikes and 
scramblers for children at Christmas time.  I share the Deputy’s concerns in relation to the pub-
lic safety and anti-social issues associated with the misuse of such vehicles and I intend to raise 
the issues highlighted by the Deputy with the Road Safety Authority in advance of its Christmas 
road safety campaign.

08/11/2016WRE01550Legal Services Regulation

08/11/2016WRE01600103. Deputy Michael D’Arcy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality to 
set out the status of the Legal Services Regulation Bill; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [33675/16]

08/11/2016WRE01700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The situ-
ation in relation to this reforming legislation, which was enacted in December 2015, remains as 
I have outlined in my Written Reply to Questions 91 and 93 of 2 November 2016 and which I 
will, therefore, largely reiterate on this occasion.

On 19 July, under S.I. No. 383 of 2016, I commenced those provisions of Part 1 and Part 
2 of the Legal Services Regulation Act 2015 as necessary to get the new Regulatory Authority 
up and running, particularly in terms of its membership and appointment. On 29 September 
2016, I signed the Order appointing 1 October 2016 as the official “establishment day” of the 
Regulatory Authority as provided under section 7 of the 2015 Act - S.I. No. 507 of 2016 refers. 
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In conjunction with these initial steps the nomination, approval and appointment procedures 
for the eleven members of the new Legal Services Regulatory Authority set out in Part 2 of 
the 2015 Act have been completed. This has included the required resolutions approving such 
appointment having been passed by each House of the Oireachtas. Dr. Don Thornhill has also 
been appointed as Chairperson of the Regulatory Authority. The Authority, which has a lay 
majority and Chairperson, held its inaugural meeting on 26 October 2016. I had the opportunity 
to meet with the members of the Authority to mark this historic occasion which I have warmly 
welcomed as a key step towards the realisation of the important reforms to the provision of le-
gal services and to the transparency of legal costs that are contained in the 2015 Act.

Now that the new Authority has had its inaugural meeting as an independent statutory regu-
lator, the working focus is, of necessity, on the managed roll-out of the Authority’s functions 
in tandem with the phased commencement, by the Government, of the various remaining Parts 
and provisions of the 2015 Act. This is no small endeavour as the setting of establishment day 
of the Authority for 1 October 2016 has automatically triggered a number of working obli-
gations on the new Authority. Moreover, several of these are statute-bound in terms of their 
delivery deadlines and in terms of the completion of public consultations and reports on the 
specified matters concerned. These are tasks for which the new Authority will need to build 
up its working resources in the short term. My Department and the new Regulatory Authority 
will, therefore, continue to liaise closely to ensure that we can successfully coordinate the com-
mencement, from my side as Minister, and delivery, by the Authority as the new independent 
statutory regulator, of the various provisions concerned.

Against this background, it is intended that the phased commencement of the remaining 
Parts of the 2015 Act will be implemented over the remainder of this year and into early 2017 in 
relation to major undertakings such as the start-up of the Authority’s critical public complaints 
function. The immediate focus includes the phased commencement of respective sections or 
Parts of the 2015 Act such as those requiring early public consultations and reports and those 
dealing with legal costs, the new Office of the Legal Costs Adjudicator, the Roll of Practising 
Barristers and Pre-Action Protocols. Following this, in the new year, the key provisions centred 
around Part 6 of the Act dealing with the new public complaints and professional conduct and 
disciplinary procedures, and the appointment of the new Legal Practitioners Disciplinary Tri-
bunal, will be commenced in tandem with the developing resource base and capability of the 
new body. I would anticipate that the planning and progress of all of these matters will come 
to be determined in much more precise terms by my Department in conjunction with the Legal 
Services Regulatory Authority over the coming weeks.

08/11/2016WRE01750Garda Vetting Applications

08/11/2016WRE01800104. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
to outline the cause of delays in the Garda vetting process with regard to volunteers working 
in schools and with youth groups; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33692/16]

08/11/2016WRE01900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish 
to inform the Deputy that there is no particular delay in the Garda employment vetting pro-
cess; rather there has been a very significant improvement in vetting processing times in recent 
months.

I am informed by the Garda Authorities that at present 80 percent of vetting applications are 
processed by the Garda National Vetting Bureau in under five working days. This represents a 
dramatic improvement in turnaround times for the processing of vetting applications in recent 
years, falling from an average of 14 weeks in mid-2013. This improvement has come about as a 
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result of an unprecedented investment by the Government and the Garda Authorities in provid-
ing this service, including an increase of over 80 percent in staffing levels and the roll out earlier 
this year of an e-Vetting system.

In April this year I commenced the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable 
Persons) Act 2012-2016 and in tandem with that An Garda Síochána launched the e-Vetting 
system.  E-Vetting facilitates the on-line processing of applications and this has significantly 
streamlined the vetting process and contributed to a sustained reduction in processing times for 
vetting applications.  I am further informed by the Garda Authorities that the vast majority of 
vetting applications, over 85 percent of applications, now received by the Vetting Bureau are 
received and processed via the e-Vetting system.

One very important feature of the e-Vetting system is that the individual applicant can track 
the progress of their own vetting application on-line and can, therefore, see when their applica-
tion has been processed and returned to the relevant registered organisation.

There are a small number of registered organisations who are not yet operating the e-Vetting 
system and continue to use the old paper format for applications.  For vetting applications that 
continue to be submitted in paper format, the average turnaround time is in the order of four 
weeks from the receipt of the application by the Vetting Bureau and this represents a minimum 
time frame given the administrative input required.  The Garda Authorities continue to work 
with the organisations who are not yet operating the e-Vetting system to encourage and support 
them to do so.

Processing times for any given application can be longer in individual cases when, for ex-
ample, additional enquiries may be necessary or where errors have been made in the applica-
tion.  It is important to note that delays can also occur in other aspects of the application process 
which are outside of the control of the Garda Authorities, for example, in the submission or 
return of applications by the registered organisations.

The primary purpose of the vetting service is to seek to ensure the safety of children and vul-
nerable adults.  Accordingly, the vetting process demands rigorous procedures to safeguard its 
integrity and to maintain the highest level of confidence by the public and organisations avail-
ing of the service.  Any vetting process will take a certain minimum amount of time to complete 
and, taking into account the importance of protecting children and vulnerable adults while 
providing an effective and efficient service, the current processing period is not unreasonable.

08/11/2016WRE01950Garda Stations

08/11/2016WRE02000105. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality to out-
line the position regarding the provision of a new Garda station for Clonmel, County Tipperary; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33710/16]

08/11/2016WRE02100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Dep-
uty will appreciate that the programme of replacement and refurbishment of Garda accommo-
dation is progressed by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the Office of 
Public Works (OPW), which has the responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda 
accommodation. This includes identifying and progressing any necessary remedial or refur-
bishment works required at individual stations.

As the Deputy will be aware, the development of a new Garda Station at Clonmel is among 
the projects included in the Garda Building and Refurbishment Programme 2016-2021, which I 
announced on 21 October 2015 with my colleague the Minister of State at the OPW. This new 
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station is to be funded by way of a public private partnership project.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the site for the new Station is located within the 
former Kickham Barracks site and that arrangements for the transfer of the site from Tipperary 
County Council to the OPW are currently underway.

08/11/2016WRE02150Garda Overtime

08/11/2016WRE02200106. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity to set out the cost of Garda overtime in the Dublin-north division for the years 2014, 2015 
and to date in 2016; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33778/16]

08/11/2016WRE02300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Dep-
uty will appreciate that the Garda Commissioner is the accounting officer for An Garda Sío-
chána and has responsibility for the allocation of Garda resources, and I, as Minister, have no 
direct role in these matters.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the following table provides an analysis of 
overtime expenditure for the DMR North Division for the years 2014, 2015 and 2016 to date.

Year Total Overtime Expenditure DMR North 
Division

- -
2014 €2,712,352
2015 €4,289,822
2016 (January-October) €6,470,540
- -
Total €13,472,714

I am further informed that, due to a payroll timing issue, the figure for 2015 includes 14 
roster payments as opposed to the normal 13 roster payments per annum. The figure for 2016 
includes expenditure on Operation Thor, organised crime operations, the 1916 Centenary cel-
ebrations and the visit of US Vice President Biden.

08/11/2016WRE02350Regulation of Lobbying

08/11/2016WRE02400107. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality to 
outline the procedures her Department has put in place to ensure compliance with the Regula-
tion of Lobbying Act 2015; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33856/16]

08/11/2016WRE02500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can in-
form the Deputy that my Department maintains an up to date list of Designated Public Officials 
on its website as required under the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015.  All Designated Public 
Officials have been made aware of their responsibilities under the legislation and are reminded 
periodically.

08/11/2016WRE02550Tax Code
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08/11/2016WRE02600108. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance to outline his views on 
the rapidly increasing commercial rents in Dublin; and his views on whether the proposed new 
tax breaks for commercial property in the Finance Bill will drive these rents higher. [33408/16]

08/11/2016WRE02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): This proposed Irish Real Estate Fund is 
not a tax incentive for people investing in commercial property. Under the proposal, payments 
from the IREF made to non-resident investors will be subject to a new 20% withholding tax. All 
rental income and development profits earned by the IREF will be included in the calculation of 
the IREF’s profits.  Where an IREF makes a distribution of these profits, non-resident investors 
will be subject to a withholding tax of 20%.  The proposal has been drafted in a balanced way 
to ensure that the Irish tax base is protected where Irish property transactions are taking place 
within collective investment vehicles whilst not damaging the commercial property market in 
the long term.

08/11/2016WRE02750Health Insurance Regulation

08/11/2016WRE02800109. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Finance if he will investigate the can-
cellation of an insurance company’s critical illness policy (details supplied); and if he will put 
supports in place for those who have lost their cover.  [33650/16]

08/11/2016WRE02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The provision of insurance cover and 
the price at which it is offered is a commercial matter for insurance companies and is based on 
an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept and adequate provisioning to meet those 
risks.  There is no role for my Department or the Central Bank in this area and I am therefore 
unable to comment on the particular details provided.

As Minister for Finance, I am responsible for the development of the legal framework gov-
erning financial regulation.  Neither I, nor the Central Bank can interfere in the provision or 
pricing of insurance products.  The EU framework for insurance expressly prohibits Member 
States from adopting rules which require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the 
pricing or terms and conditions of insurance products.

I appreciate that a decision by any firm to withdraw a product from market, in line with 
terms and conditions, can impact on existing consumers.  For this reason, I would draw your 
attention to the Central Bank of Ireland’s Consumer Protection Code which was introduced in 
2006 and revised in 2012.  It requires firms to act honestly, fairly and professionally in the best 
interest of consumers, act with due care and diligence, and prohibits firms from misleading 
customers.

An important protection in the Consumer Protection Code 2012 requires that where a regu-
lated entity intends to amend or alter the range of services it provides, it must give notice to 
affected consumers at least one month in advance of the amendment being introduced.

08/11/2016WRE02950Tax Code

08/11/2016WRE03000110. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Finance to set out his views on the 
situation whereby self-employed persons are unable to avail of trans-border workers relief; if 
his attention has been drawn to the impact this is having on self-employed persons; his plans to 
address this unequal situation; if he has discussed this matter with the Minister for Jobs, Enter-
prise and Innovation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33313/16]
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08/11/2016WRE03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by Revenue that Section 
825A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (TCA) (as inserted by section 13 Finance Act 1998), 
which provides relief for trans-border workers, is confined only to employees holding certain 
employments outside the State. The scheme was originally introduced in response to concerns 
raised by cross border workers concerning the tax position of employees resident in the State 
and employed in Northern Ireland.

The purpose of section 825A TCA is to give relief to those workers who commute to a place 
of work outside the State and who exercise the duties of their employment wholly outside the 
State. The relief therefore is not easily aligned in a self-employed context as many elements of 
a self-employed business of an Irish resident would most likely be carried on from within the 
State. This could include for example, planning and organisation of activities and jobs, as well 
as various other ancillary and administrative functions. Therefore, unlike a foreign employment 
which is a clear, discrete activity carried on in wholly in another jurisdiction, self-employment 
assignments are much less defined and could present control issues. It should be noted of course 
that the employees of a self-employed contractor would be eligible for the relief.

In addition, an extension of the relief to the self-employed would likely provide an incentive 
for businesses to relocate north of the border in circumstances where the Irish income tax rates 
compared unfavourably with the prevailing UK rates. Finally, self-employed individuals have 
the option to incorporate and benefit from lower corporate tax rates whereas employees have 
no such option. One of the reasons for introducing the relief for cross-border employees was to 
shield their exposure to the higher rates of Irish income tax. There are no such exposures for a 
self-employed individual who incorporates his/her sole trade.

I understand the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation is aware of this position.

08/11/2016WRE03150Ireland Strategic Investment Fund Investments

08/11/2016WRE03200111. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Finance to outline his views on the fact 
that taxpayer funds are currently invested in three separate tobacco companies as part of the Ire-
land Strategic Investment Fund, managed through the National Treasury Management Agency; 
his views on the appropriateness of this investment; if he has expressed any views regarding 
this matter directly to the NTMA; his views on calls to add tobacco companies to the list of 
prohibited investment categories; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33377/16]

08/11/2016WRE03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Ireland Strategic 
Investment Fund (ISIF) that as at 31st October 2016 ISIF had equity holdings in three tobacco 
companies with a value of €1.5 m or 0.02 per cent of its total assets.

Such investments should be considered in the context of ISIF’s broader portfolio and the 
Fund’s commitment to responsible investment. ISIF has recently published its Sustainability 
and Responsible Investment Policy which is available on its website. In addition, the Fund op-
erates to high international standards and invests in line with both the UN-sponsored Principles 
for Responsible Investment (PRI) and the Santiago Principles, which are the globally accepted 
best practice principles for sovereign investment funds such as ISIF.

ISIF commits to reviewing all of its investments for exposures to sectors and/or companies 
with potentially controversial business exposures and associated reputational risks. Exclusion 
has not been part of ISIF’s Responsible Investment strategy with the only exclusions from the 
Fund being mandated by legislation.  To-date, the Cluster Munitions and Anti-Personnel Mines 
Act (2008) is the only relevant legislation and the ISIF operates a prohibited securities list of 19 



8 November 2016

167

companies on this basis.  There is currently no basis for tobacco exclusions in legislation.  I am 
informed by ISIF that its senior management and the NTMA Board’s Investment Committee 
agreed to review their current policy on exclusions. This review is underway and is expected to 
be completed by the end of the first quarter of 2017.

Separately, a review of ISIF’s investment strategy, due to take place 18 months after the 
establishment of the ISIF, is also underway. The review will include an appraisal of the success 
of ISIF’s mandate to date. I am informed by ISIF that preparatory work in respect of this review 
has commenced and is due to be completed by end-2016.

The NTMA (Amendment) Act 2014 provides that ownership of the Fund vests with the 
Minister for Finance. It also provides that the Fund shall, in reviewing its investment strategy, 
consult the Minister for Finance and the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. The 
review of the ISIF will be conducted in accordance with these provisions. In addition, the leg-
islation provides that the Minister for Finance may consult with other Government Ministers 
as appropriate.

In light of all of the foregoing I am satisfied with the approach adopted by ISIF to date in 
implementing its agreed investment strategy while taking into account international best prac-
tice. Both the NTMA and Government are mindful of the fact that public attitudes and policy 
are not fixed and can evolve. The ongoing review of exclusions by the NTMA and the wider 
review of ISIF’s investment strategy are opportunities to fine tune in the light of relevant devel-
opments both nationally and internationally.

08/11/2016WRE03350Exchequer Revenue

08/11/2016WRE03400112. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance to set out the overall tax 
burden after budget 2017 and the expected overall tax burden for each year to 2021; the way in 
which this compares with the out-turn levels reported by his Department during the past decade; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33397/16]

08/11/2016WRE03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The information sought by the Deputy 
is set out in the following table.  It shows the Exchequer tax outturns from 2006 to 2015 and the 
forecast for Exchequer tax revenues from 2016 to 2021, as set out in Budget 2017 last month.  
These nominal outturns and forecasts are also expressed as a percentage of Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP), Gross National Product (GNP) and on a per capita basis in the table.

Year Exchequer Tax 
Revenue € bil-
lion

Exchequer Tax 
Revenue as a % 
of GDP 

Exchequer Tax 
Revenue as a % 
of GNP

Exchequer Tax 
Revenue  Per 
Capita € *

2006 45.5 24.6% 28.3% 10,758
2007 47.2 23.9% 27.9% 10,797
2008 40.8 21.7% 25.3% 9,092
2009 33.0 19.5% 23.6% 7,289
2010 31.8 19.0% 22.9% 6,971
2011 34.0 19.7% 24.4% 7,438
2012 36.6 20.9% 25.8% 7,993
2013 37.8 21.0% 24.9% 8,231
2014 41.3 21.4% 25.3% 8,955
2015 45.6 17.8% 23.5% 9,839
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2016 (f) 48.1 18.3% 22.3% 10,272
2017 (f) 50.6 18.4% 22.5% 10,722
2018 (f) 53.6 18.6% 22.8% 11,254
2019 (f) 56.5 18.7% 23.0% 11,783
2020 (f) 59.4 18.8% 23.3% 12,282
2021 (f) 62.4 18.9% 23.5% 12,809
(f) Budget 2017 Exchequer tax revenue forecast.

*The population estimates compiled by the CSO are currently based upon the 2011 Census 
results.

It should be noted that Exchequer tax revenues exclude a number of levies such as social 
security contributions, which in some measures are used in calculating the tax burden. In addi-
tion, motor tax receipts, which is remitted to the Local Government Fund, is also not included 
in the figures.  By way of contrast, in 2015, which takes account of the most up to date finalised 
data, the Exchequer tax revenue as a percent of GDP was c. 18%.  However, if the 2015 social 
security contributions of c. €8.6 billion and 2015 motor tax receipts of c. €1.1 billion were in-
cluded in the calculation, it would be around 22%.

In addition, while the forecasts of tax revenues for the period 2016 to 2021, as a percentage 
of GDP and GNP remain relatively flat, it is important to point out that the forecasts take ac-
count of an indicative c. €2.5 billion of fiscal space allocated to proposed tax reductions to be 
implemented over this period.

Furthermore, the decline in the Exchequer tax revenue as a percentage of GDP and GNP in 
2015 is primarily due to the revision to the 2015 National Income and Expenditure data, which 
resulted in a significant upward revision to Ireland’s GDP and GNP levels.  This development 
raises questions regarding the relevance of comparisons using GDP and GNP as a denominator.  
As I am sure the Deputy is aware, an expert group chaired by Prof. Philip Lane, Governor of 
the Central Bank of Ireland, has been convened to consider this issue and is expected to report 
shortly.

08/11/2016WRE03550Tax Reliefs Costs

08/11/2016WRE03600113. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance to set out by year, for each of the 
years they have been operational, the cost to the Exchequer of the section 23 rented residen-
tial relief scheme, the section 50 student accommodation relief scheme and the rural renewal 
scheme. [33467/16]

08/11/2016WRE03700116. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance to set out in tabular form 
the number of landlords that have availed of the section 23 tax relief and the number of proper-
ties that were subject to section 23 tax relief for each year since the introduction of the relief; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33579/16]

08/11/2016WRE03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 113 
and 116 together.

I am advised by Revenue that the annual cost to the Exchequer of Section 23 Rented Resi-
dential Relief tax relief for 2004 to 2014, the latest year for which data are available, are in-
cluded in their ‘Costs of Tax Expenditures (Credits, Allowances and Reliefs)’ table located on 
their webpage at www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/tax-expenditures.html.  The relevant row 
in the table is titled “Rented Residential Relief - Section 23”. For years prior to 2004, claims for 
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incentive schemes on property were aggregated in tax returns with other claims and could not 
be separately distinguished. Accordingly data for earlier years are not available.

The Section 23 tax costs show the estimated tax cost relating to the total allowable expen-
diture in respect of the claims made.  Under Section 23, the full amount of the relief must be 
deducted from the rental income of the particular property in the first year of letting, so the tax 
cost is shown by the year the claim was first made, despite the potential carry-forward which 
applied to this measure.

I am further advised that the annual cost to the Exchequer of Section 50 Student Accommo-
dation tax relief and the Rural Renewal Scheme for 2011 to 2014, the years for which data are 
readily available on these schemes, are included in their ‘Certain Property Based Tax Exemp-
tions’ table located on their webpage at www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/property-exemp-
tions.html.

Due to the manner in which the data are recorded and published, there may be overlap be-
tween the costs in two tables cited above (some of the costs shown for the schemes specified 
are included in the cost for Section 23 relief but it is not possible quantify the exact amount of 
overlap).

With regard to the second question, the table cited above includes the numbers of claims for 
Section 23 relief. Information on tax returns is not submitted in a format that allows the number 
of properties that were subject to Section 23 relief to be separately identified.

08/11/2016WRE03850Stamp Duty

08/11/2016WRE03900114. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance to set out the cost to the Exchequer 
of the abolition of stamp duty for first-time buyers in each of the years for which that scheme 
was operational. [33469/16]

08/11/2016WRE04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is assumed that the Deputy is refer-
ring to the period from 31 March 2007 to 8 December 2010 during which first time buyers were 
entirely exempt from stamp duty. I am advised by Revenue that the following table shows the 
annual tax foregone as a result of this exemption.

Year Tax Foregone €m
2010 79
2009 82
2008 179
2007 136

08/11/2016WRE04050VAT Exemptions

08/11/2016WRE04100115. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Finance to outline his plans to 
expand the medical criteria under the disabled drivers and disabled passengers tax concessions 
scheme to include blind persons for eligibility for a primary medical certificate; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33573/16]

08/11/2016WRE04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Disabled Drivers and Disabled Pas-
sengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme provides relief from VAT and VRT (up to a certain limit) 
on the purchase of an adapted car for transport of a person with specific severe and permanent 
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physical disabilities, payment of a fuel grant, and an exemption from Motor Tax.

To qualify for the Scheme an applicant must be in possession of a Primary Medical Cer-
tificate. To qualify for a Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must be permanently and 
severely disabled within the terms of the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Con-
cessions) Regulations 1994 and satisfy one of the following conditions:

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs;

- be wholly without the use of one leg and almost wholly without the use of the other leg 
such that the applicant is severely restricted as to movement of the lower limbs;

- be without both hands or without both arms;

- be without one or both legs;

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost 
wholly without the use of one leg;

- have the medical condition of dwarfism and have serious difficulties of movement of the 
lower limbs.

The Senior Medical Officer for the relevant local Health Service Executive administrative 
area makes a professional clinical determination as to whether an individual applicant satisfies 
the medical criteria. A successful applicant is provided with a Primary Medical Certificate, 
which is required under the Regulations to claim the reliefs provided for in the Scheme. An 
unsuccessful applicant can appeal the decision of the Senior Medical Officer to the Disabled 
Drivers Medical Board of Appeal, which makes a new clinical determination in respect of the 
individual. The Regulations mandate that the Medical Board of Appeal is independent in the 
exercise of its functions to ensure the integrity of its clinical determinations.

The Medical Board of Appeal’s clinical determination is limited to the scope of the six 
qualifying criteria, and the Board does not have discretion in relation to the application of these 
criteria. The criteria to qualify for the Scheme are necessarily precise and specific.  After six 
months a citizen can reapply if there is a deterioration in their condition.

The Scheme represents a significant tax expenditure. Between the Vehicle Registration Tax 
and VAT foregone, and the repayment of excise on fuel used by members of the Scheme, the 
Scheme represented a cost of €50.3 million to the Exchequer in 2015, an increase from €48.6 
million in 2014. These figures do not include the revenue foregone to the Local Government 
Fund in the respect of the relief from Motor Tax provided to members of the Scheme.

I recognise the important role that the Scheme plays in expanding the mobility of citizens 
with disabilities. I have managed to maintain the relief at current levels throughout the cri-
sis despite the requirement for significant fiscal consolidation. From time to time I receive rep-
resentations from individuals who feel they would benefit from the Scheme but do not qualify 
under the six criteria.  While I have sympathy for these cases, given the scale and scope of the 
Scheme, I have no plans to expand the medical criteria beyond the six currently provided for in 
the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 1994.

  Question No. 116 answered with Question No. 113.

08/11/2016WRF00300Tax Code
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08/11/2016WRF00400117. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance his views on a matter (de-
tails supplied) regarding locum doctors who come here to cover general practitioners’ holiday 
leave; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33597/16]

08/11/2016WRF00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I would refer the Deputy to my reply 
to Question 31481/16 regarding the legislative position concerning VAT exemptions and the 
services of locum doctors.

In the specific case mentioned by the Deputy, I am advised by Revenue that the service con-
cerned is the supply of medical professionals to third parties and is therefore within the charge 
to VAT and taxable at the standard rate.  I am advised by Revenue that the company is currently 
in active discussions with them on the matter.

08/11/2016WRF00600Tax Reliefs Eligibility

08/11/2016WRF00700118. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Finance if he will extend the incen-
tives for first time buyers announced in budget 2017 to apply to both the purchase of new and 
second hand houses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33598/16]

08/11/2016WRF00800131. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Finance the reason first time house 
buyers as recently announced in the budget are confined to new houses when there are many 
first time buyers currently buying second hand houses; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33860/16]

08/11/2016WRF00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 118 
and 131 together.

The Help to Buy scheme is being introduced as one of the many actions to develop a fully 
functioning housing market that responds adequately to the needs of our citizens set out in 
‘Rebuilding Ireland - The Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness’ which was launched last 
July.

One of the policy aims of the Help to Buy scheme is to help increase the supply of housing, 
by increasing first-time buyers’ capacity to meet the requirements of the Central Bank macro-
prudential rules and thus placing more individuals in the position of being able to afford a new 
home.  It is hoped that turning notional demand into real demand will generate the supply re-
sponse, as developers who may have been struggling to raise funding to build houses will be in 
a position to point to this increased real demand in negotiations with lenders.

Extending the scheme to apply to second hand properties would have no impact on increas-
ing the supply of new homes being built and thus could not contribute to increased supply.  As 
a result, the rebate will only be available in respect of newly built property.

08/11/2016WRF01000Tax Reliefs Availability

08/11/2016WRF01100119. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Finance if deposit interest retention tax 
deducted at source can be refunded on foot of charitable donations in line with other tax paid 
subsequent to the 2013 tax year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33599/16]

08/11/2016WRF01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The scheme for tax relief on donations 
to eligible charities and other approved bodies is provided for in Section 848A of the Taxes 
Consolidation Act (TCA) 1997.



Questions - Written Answers

172

Following consultation and engagement with the charities sector, the scheme was amended 
in the 2013 Finance Act in order to reduce administrative costs for donors, charities and the 
Revenue Commissioners.  Under the scheme all individual donations, whether made by a PAYE 
or self employed taxpayer, are treated similarly.  The donation amount is treated as a balance 
after payment of tax at a notional tax rate of 31% and an amount equal to the notional amount of 
tax is paid directly to the relevant charity or approved body.  This amount is treated as a refund 
of tax paid by the taxpayer in question and is subject to the taxpayer having paid sufficient tax 
to meet the refund amount. 

The legislation specifically excludes Deposit Interest Retention Tax in computing the 
amount of tax paid by a donor for these purposes.

08/11/2016WRF01300Credit Unions

08/11/2016WRF01400120. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance if a credit union (details supplied) 
will be wound up; if so, the outcome for the current members; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33604/16]

08/11/2016WRF01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My role as Minister for Finance is to 
ensure that the legal framework for credit unions is appropriate for the effective operation and 
supervision of credit unions. 

The Registrar of Credit Unions at the Central Bank of Ireland is the independent regulator 
for credit unions.  Within her independent regulatory discretion, the Registrar acts to support 
the prudential soundness of individual credit unions, to maintain sector stability and to protect 
the savings of credit union members. 

The Central Bank of Ireland has informed me that it made an application on 2 November 
2016 to the High Court to have joint provisional liquidators appointed to Rush Credit Union 
Limited (Rush Credit Union). Jim Luby and Tom Rogers of McStay Luby were appointed as 
joint provisional liquidators on that date by the President of the High Court, Mr Justice Peter 
Kelly.  The full application will be heard on 21 November, when the Central Bank will seek the 
winding up of Rush Credit Union.  The appointment of the joint provisional liquidators to Rush 
Credit Union has no impact on members’ savings in any other credit union.

The Deposit Guarantee Scheme (DGS) provides protection up to €100,000 per depositor per 
financial institution.  Following the appointment of the joint provisional liquidators, the DGS 
has been activated. Payments will automatically issue to the address held on file by the credit 
union.  Members do not have to contact the credit union or the Central Bank, as compensation 
payments will automatically issue by cheque to all duly verified depositors.  The DGS will 
make compensation payments as early as possible within the statutory deadline of 20 working 
days to duly verified depositors. 

The Central Bank is conscious that there is a demand for the services of a credit union in 
the local area and will examine what arrangements can be put in place to provide specific credit 
union services in the community in the future.  The Central Bank is keen that credit union ser-
vices are available to the people of Rush and Lusk.  In some cases members may currently be 
able to avail of services in another credit union in the area as the common bond may extend into 
their locality or through their place of work. 

The Central Bank has further informed me that it remains fully supportive of the credit 
union sector in Ireland and is committed to the continued development of a strong and sustain-
able sector that meets members’ changing needs and protects their savings.
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The Government recognises the important role of credit unions as a volunteer co-operative 
movement in this country.  The Government’s priorities remain the protection of members’ 
savings, the financial stability of credit unions and the sector overall and it is determined to 
continue to support a strengthened and growing credit union movement.

08/11/2016WRF01600VAT Yield

08/11/2016WRF01700121. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Finance the VAT revenue gain from the sale 
of new houses for the past ten years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [33643/16]

08/11/2016WRF01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that an estimate of the VAT revenue gain from the sale of new houses from the past 10 
years is provided in tabular form: 

Year Estimated VAT Yield New Housing (€m)
2006 2,727
2007 2,487
2008 1,289
2009 632
2010 333
2011 159
2012 403
2013 405
2014 417
2015 403
2016 (provisional) 563

It should be noted that these figures are subject to a large degree of estimation.  I am in-
formed by Revenue that the information furnished on VAT returns does not require the yield 
from a particular activity or product to be identified.  In these circumstances the amount of VAT 
revenue collected in respect of the sale of new houses only cannot be precisely identified from 
overall VAT receipts. 

08/11/2016WRF01900Brexit Issues

08/11/2016WRF02000122. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance the measures he proposes to 
implement to assist the retail sector to retain business due to the potential loss of trade to North-
ern Ireland due to the reduction in the value of sterling; if his attention has been drawn to the 
widespread concerns of the retail sector, particularly in the Border region; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [33644/16]

08/11/2016WRF02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am aware, as is my Department, of 
the impact of recent exchange rate developments on the retail sector, particularly in the border 
region. 

Since the UK’s vote on the 23rd June the euro has appreciated by over 15 per cent against 
sterling and is currently trading at around €1 = £0.89 with adverse implications for the Irish 
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economy in general, most notably for Irish exports to the UK and also for areas/sectors sensi-
tive to cross border trade. 

From a macroeconomic perspective, the best way to deal with such a shock is through pru-
dent management of the public finances.  That is what this Government is doing.  This will help 
enhance the resilience of the Irish economy.

At a more micro-economic level, Budget 2017 contains several measures designed to ensure 
that firms in Ireland - especially those in the SME sector - are prepared for a potentially more 
difficult trading environment.  This includes tailoring the wide range of State supports cur-
rently available such as low cost credit and increased credit supply from the Strategic Banking 
Corporation of Ireland (SBCI); funding for growth and efficiency from Enterprise Ireland; and 
financing for micro enterprises from Microfinance Ireland so that they provide effective sup-
port to SMEs affected by challenges arising from the UK referendum.  Furthermore, there are a 
number of additional supports for SME credit coming on stream, including a €150 million agri-
loan fund; and a revamped Credit Guarantee Scheme.  An SME-focused, share-based incentive 
scheme, is also planned to be introduced in Budget 2018.   

Further, Budget 2017 retained the reduced 9 per cent VAT rate for the hospitality sector a 
measure  sought by Retail Ireland in their pre-budget submission. 

It is crucial to maintain competitiveness and in particular in those areas in which we can 
influence, as clearly we cannot affect exchange rate developments.  It is also important to stress 
that the recent depreciation of sterling is likely to increase UK consumer prices in the near term 
as increases in import prices give rise to additional inflationary pressures.  Conversely, there 
are some signs that recent exchange rate developments are benefitting consumer prices in Ire-
land which have fallen by almost 1 per cent since the referendum.  This will help mitigate some 
of the negative impact on the retail sector in Ireland from the depreciation in sterling.

08/11/2016WRF02200Motor Insurance

08/11/2016WRF02300123. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspon-
dence (details supplied) regarding motor insurance costs; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33647/16]

08/11/2016WRF02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As Minister for Finance, I am respon-
sible for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation.   Neither I, 
nor the Central Bank of Ireland, have the power to direct insurance companies on the pricing of 
insurance products.  The EU framework for insurance expressly prohibits Member States from 
adopting rules which require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or 
terms and conditions of insurance products.   

The provision of insurance cover and the price at which it is offered is a commercial matter 
for insurance companies and is based on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept 
and the need to provide for adequate provisioning to meet those risks.  

My Department has embarked on a review of policy in the insurance sector which is being 
undertaken in consultation with the Central Bank and other Departments and Agencies.  The 
objective of the Review is to recommend measures to improve the functioning and regulation 
of the insurance sector.   

As part of that Review, I have established a Cost of Insurance Working Group, chaired 
by the Minister of State Eoghan Murphy T.D.  This Working Group is examining the factors 
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contributing to the increasing cost of insurance and identifying what short-term, medium-term 
and long-term measures can be introduced to help reduce the cost of insurance for consumers 
and businesses.  The initial focus of the Working Group is the issue of rising motor insurance 
premiums, which includes the difficulties facing the taxi sector.  

At the end of October 2016, the Working Group provided me with an initial set of emerging 
recommendations.  From November to December, the Working Group will finalise the Report 
and develop an action plan to enable the relevant Government Departments and Offices to com-
mence the implementation of agreed priority actions. 

Finally, it may be of interest to your constituent that Insurance Ireland operates a free Insur-
ance Information Service for those who have queries, complaints or difficulties in relation to 
obtaining insurance.  In the event that a person is unable to obtain a quotation for motor insur-
ance or feels that the premium proposed or the terms are so excessive that it amounts to a refusal 
to give them motor insurance, they should contact Insurance Ireland, 5 Harbourmaster Place, 
IFSC, Dublin 1,  Telephone +353 1 6761820, quoting the Declined Cases Agreement.

08/11/2016WRF02500State Aid

08/11/2016WRF02600124. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Finance the position in relation 
to the EU’s general court ruling that the Government had provided illegal state aid to a refinery 
(details supplied) in the amount of €10 million when the refinery was owned by a company; if 
the Government and-or the company has appealed this ruling; if so, if they have received a date 
for the hearing of the appeal; if the Government has placed the €10 million and-or the required 
sum into an escrow account; the legal costs incurred by the State in all hearings to date in this 
matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33648/16]

08/11/2016WRF02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The EU Commission found that the 
exemption from excise duty granted by Ireland to a company in respect of heavy fuel oils used 
in the production of alumina constituted State aid.  As a result a total of some €14.5m “state 
aid” has been recovered from the company.  These monies are being held in a deposit account. 

The judgement of 22 April 2016 is the most recent in a long running legal battle around this 
issue.  Both the company and the Government have appealed the decision of 22 April 2016.  A 
hearing date has not yet been fixed for this appeal.  

In relation to legal costs incurred, I should point out that the Chief State Solicitors Office 
does not charge Government Departments for its services.  However, I have been informed that 
the amount paid for counsel and travel and subsistence totals €46,299.97.  This is in respect of 
the three General Court cases and the two cases before the Court of Justice.

08/11/2016WRF02800Vehicle Registration

08/11/2016WRF02900125. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he or his Department has con-
sidered tax exemptions, VRT, motor tax or other for a charity (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33709/16]

08/11/2016WRF03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Exemptions and reliefs from Vehicle 
Registration Tax are provided for in sections 134 and 135 of the Finance Act 1992 (as amend-
ed).  No provision is made for motorcycles such as those in the details provided.

In relation to VAT, charities and non-profit groups engaged in non-commercial activity are 
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exempt from VAT under the EU VAT Directive (Council Directive 2006/112/EC) with which 
Irish VAT law must comply.  This means they do not charge VAT on the services they provide 
and cannot normally recover VAT incurred on goods and services that they purchase.  This 
matter was examined last year by a Working Group comprised of representatives from the De-
partment of Finance, the Revenue Commissioners and the Irish Charities Tax Reform (ICTR) 
Group, following representations made by the ICTR Group.  The report was published in Oc-
tober last year and is available on my Department’s website.  In my Budget Day speech I have 
asked my officials to engage again with this Working Group with a view to reviewing the op-
tions available to provide compensation for charities as regards the burden of VAT.

08/11/2016WRF03100Ministerial Appointments

08/11/2016WRF03200126. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Finance the process which will be 
followed in appointing the chairperson of the Irish fiscal advisory council; the date on which 
this position fell vacant; the date on which he expected the appointment to be made; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33769/16]

08/11/2016WRF03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Professor John McHale has informed 
my Department that he is not putting himself forward for reappointment for a further term as 
a member of the Fiscal Council when his current term of office expires on 31 December 2016.  
As Professor McHale is also the current chairperson of the Council, this will also create a va-
cancy for the position of chairperson.

In order to fill the vacancy on the Council for a member, and in line with Government policy 
for appointments to State Boards, a recruitment competition is being managed by the Public 
Appointments Service.  The deadline for applications is 8 November.  Following consideration 
of the applications by a group convened by the Public Appointments Service, a list of suitably 
qualified candidates will be submitted to me and I will appoint a new Council member to take 
office with effect from 1 January 2017, for a term of four years.   

With regard to the chairperson, under the Fiscal Responsibility Act 2012, the chairperson 
of the Council is appointed by me from the Council membership.  Accordingly, following the 
current recruitment process, when the full complement of Council members for 2017 is known, 
I will appoint one of the members as chairperson.

08/11/2016WRF03400EU Budget Contribution

08/11/2016WRF03500127. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on 
Ireland’s EU financial contribution from 2010 to 2016 and the reverse annual amount of EU 
funding for Irish projects over those years; when and the amount by which Ireland became a net 
contributor to the EU budget; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33771/16]

08/11/2016WRF03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As outlined in the following table, Ire-
land became a net contributor to the EU budget in 2014.  EU Budget payments and public sec-
tor receipt data are published annually by the Department of Finance in the Budget Statistics 
bulletin.  The public sector receipt measure captures funds under ‘shared management’ between 
national and EU authorities.  In addition, the EU also pays some additional receipts directly 
to private beneficiaries under ‘centralised direct management’, most notably under the EU re-
search funding programme.

For ease of reference, Ireland’s receipts from and contributions to the EU Budget for the 
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years 2010 to 2015 are set out in the following table. 

YEAR Public Sector 
Receipts €m

Direct Man-
agementRe-
ceipts* €m

Total receipts Payments to 
EU Budget 
€m

Net Receipts  
€m

2010 1885.3 80.4 1965.7 1352.4 613.3
2011 1950.2 80.2 2030.4 1349.7 680.7
2012 1837.7 108.8 1946.5 1393.2 553.3
2013 1672.9 113.0 1785.9 1726.2 59.7
2014 1419.7 83.9 1503.6 1685.5 -181.9
2015 1770.9 (p) 147.7 1918.6 (p) 1952.1 -33.5 (p)
Source: Department of Finance

(p) provisional

* - Direct Management - funds which are awarded and spent directly by the Commission.  
These are primarily research receipts.

For 2016 my Department currently forecasts that our contribution to the EU budget will be 
€2,145m.  In relation to receipts for 2016, we will only have a final outturn in the middle of next 
year when the European Commission publishes its financial report for 2016.

08/11/2016WRF03700Brexit Issues

08/11/2016WRF03800128. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has 
estimated the likely impact of Brexit on Ireland’s annual financial contribution to the EU bud-
get; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33772/16]

08/11/2016WRF03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Until it formally withdraws from the 
Union, the UK remains a full EU Member, with all of its existing rights and obligations includ-
ing in relation to the EU budget.  Brexit is likely to involve complex discussion on the Multi-
annual Financial Framework, particularly as the UK is an important net contributor to the EU 
Budget.  Therefore, Brexit will have a significant impact on EU Budget funding and expendi-
ture and may need to be mitigated by either increased contributions from other Member States, 
reductions in EU funding programmes, or a combination of both.

While my Department has undertaken some broad modelling work to estimate the potential 
impact of Brexit on our EU budget calculations, this analysis will need to be developed in more 
detail in the coming period, when the parameters of the budget negotiations are better defined.  
In particular, a key point will be getting agreement amongst the EU27 on a common approach 
to the future of the EU Budget.

08/11/2016WRF04000VAT Exemptions

08/11/2016WRF04100129. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Finance his plans to exempt rescue and 
safety equipment purchased by voluntary organisations, such as Carrick on Suir river rescue, 
from the payment of VAT; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33796/16]

08/11/2016WRF04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The VAT rating of goods and services 
is subject to the requirements of EU VAT law, with which Irish VAT law must comply.  EU 
VAT exemptions are set out in Articles 132 and 135 of the VAT Directive (Council Directive 
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2006/112/EC) and do not cater for the supply of rescue and safety equipment.  Therefore, it is 
not possible to exempt the equipment mentioned by the Deputy. 

In 2013, I extended the VAT (Refund of Tax) (Rescue boats and related equipment) Order 
S.I. 249 of 2013 to enable VAT to be repaid in respect of  small rescue craft, ancillary equipment 
and special boat buildings to qualifying inland water rescue groups who provide a sufficient 
standard of inland waterways rescue.  Previously, VAT refunds were allowable only in respect 
of qualifying sea rescue organisations and the Irish Water Safety Association.  In order to be 
entitled to a refund of VAT, it is incumbent on the claimant to demonstrate that it fulfils the 
conditions laid down in the refund order. 

Furthermore, the Programme for Partnership Government recognises the difficulties faced 
by community groups and charities in relation to VAT rates on certain products and commits to 
raising the issue at EU level.  The European Commission’s Action Plan on VAT was adopted on 
7th April 2016 and contains a proposal to look at VAT rate policy across the EU in 2017.  The 
Action Plan’s proposal on rates may offer Member States more flexibility in the future in de-
termining VAT rates applicable to goods and services.  However, the Deputy will be aware that 
any proposed changes to the current EU VAT Directive would require unanimous agreement 
from all Member States.

08/11/2016WRF04300Tax Code

08/11/2016WRF04400130. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Finance if he will arrange to have the 
tax affairs of a person (details supplied) dealt with in the local tax office in order to allow the 
person to claim an old age pension. [33859/16]

08/11/2016WRF04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that there has 
been ongoing engagement with the person concerned and his agent as regards the measures that 
are needed in order for the person to bring his  tax affairs up to-date.  The resolution of these 
matters will facilitate the person in claiming an old age pension.  Revenue will make further 
contact with  the person concerned with a view to progressing the matter to a satisfactory reso-
lution. 

  Question No. 131 answered with Question No. 118.

08/11/2016WRF04700Teachers’ Remuneration

08/11/2016WRF04800132. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education and Skills the starting 
salary and allowances in place for teachers as and from 1 January 2010; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33750/16]

08/11/2016WRF04900133. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education and Skills the starting sal-
ary and allowances in place for teachers as and from 1 November 2016; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33751/16]

08/11/2016WRF05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 132 and 133 together.

The typical starting pay for a primary teacher in 2010 was €36,890, comprising of basic 
salary of €31,972 and an honours degree allowance of €4,918.  Such teachers may also have 
been entitled to incremental credit for other service.  The teacher could also have received an 
additional payment of €1,769 per annum if they had opted in to the Supervision and Substitu-
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tion scheme.

The typical starting pay for a post-primary teacher in 2010 teacher was €39,195, comprising 
of basic salary of €33,041 and an honours degree allowance of €4,918 and an allowance for the 
Higher Diploma in Education of €1,236.  Such teachers may also have been entitled to incre-
mental credit for other service.  The teacher could also have received an additional payment of 
€1,769 per annum if they had opted in to the Supervision and Substitution scheme.

Where a teacher commences employment at either primary and post-primary levels on 1 
November 2016, those teachers who are covered by the Lansdowne Road Agreement start on 
a salary of €31,805 as the first moiety of the Supervision and Substitution payment has been 
included in the pay scale for such teachers.  Teachers who are outside the Lansdowne Road 
Agreement have not had that moiety included in the pay scale and therefore have a starting sal-
ary of €31,009. 

The typical starting pay from January 2018 onwards for a primary and post-primary teacher 
who is covered by the Lansdowne Road Agreement will be €35,602 due to the recent agreement 
with TUI and INTO in the context of the Lansdowne Road Agreement. 

The agreement substantially addresses the current difference in pay between those recruited 
since 2011 and those recruited since 2012.  It will result in increases of up to €2,000 per year 
for new teachers at the start of their careers.  The increase varies depending on the point of scale 
that a teacher is on - the highest increase being €7,700 and the increase at the maximum of the 
scale being €4,300.  It is estimated that over a teacher’s career the value of these increases will 
be €135,000. 

The revised salary arrangement will be implemented in two phases on 1 January 2017 and 
1 January 2018.

When other Lansdowne Road increases are also factored in, there will be a 15% increase 
in the starting pay of new entrant teachers between 31 August 2016 and 1 January 2018 (from 
€31,009 to €35,602).  For an individual TUI/INTO member who started teaching in September 
2015, they will see a 22% increase in their pay (including increment) between 31 August 2016 
and 1 January 2018 (from €31,009 to €37,723).  In terms of career earnings, this deal in addition 
to measures already agreed will restore approximately three quarters of the reductions for new 
entrants put in place since 2011.

The full text of the agreement is available on my Department’s website at the following 
address:  http://www.education.ie/en/Education-Staff/Information/Public-Service-Stability-
Agreement-Haddington-Road/New-Entrant-Pay-Issue-and-Related-Commitments.pdf

The Government has also committed to establishing a Public Service Pay Commission to 
examine pay levels across the public service, including entry levels of pay.  The Government 
also supports the gradual, negotiated repeal of the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public 
Interest Acts, having due regard to the priority to improve public services and in recognition of 
the essential role played by public servants.

08/11/2016WRF05200National Lottery Funding Data

08/11/2016WRF05300134. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if national lot-
tery funding is available at present through his Department to support the work of community 
groups; if so, if there are specific programmes eligible for grant assistance; the details of same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33270/16]
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08/11/2016WRF05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): There are no programmes 
in my Department which make National Lottery funding available to support the work of com-
munity groups.

08/11/2016WRF05500School Accommodation Provision

08/11/2016WRF05600135. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his department 
will address the accessibility issues in a school (details supplied) raised by a student who may 
become wheelchair bound. [33286/16]

08/11/2016WRF05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department has been in contact with the College Authority, referred to.  I understand 
that the College Authority, concerned, intends liaising with the person in question in the context 
of the matters raised.

08/11/2016WRG00150Child Abuse

08/11/2016WRG00200136. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he or his De-
partment has received correspondence from a person (details supplied) requesting an apology 
from the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33379/16]

08/11/2016WRG00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that my De-
partment is in receipt of correspondence from the person referred to by the Deputy.  I have every 
sympathy for anybody who was the subject of child abuse.

The position is that all schools are managed by the school Board of Management, on behalf 
of the school patrons or trustees.  My Department supplies funds and resources to schools to 
function and sets out various guidelines and policies to be observed by schools. My Department 
does not run schools on a day to day basis.

The Board of Management is the body charged with the direct governance of a school, and it 
is the Board of Management which employs the staff in a school.  As the Deputy will be aware, 
the State cannot be held vicariously liable for the actions of a teacher given that the State is not 
the employer of teachers in schools.

The Health Service Executive run a national counselling service for victims of sexual abuse.  
This specialist service provides confidential counselling, free of charge to adults who have ex-
perienced child abuse in their family, community or institutional setting. Child abuse includes 
emotional, physical, sexual abuse and neglect. Counselling is available at 60 locations through-
out Ireland.

The State Claims Agency manages personal injury and negligence claims brought against 
certain State authorities.  The contact address for that body is: State Claims Agency, Treasury 
Building, Grand Canal Street, Dublin 2. 

08/11/2016WRG00350School Staff

08/11/2016WRG00400137. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason he 
has signalled his intent to financially penalise a specified cohort of teachers to which supervi-
sion work is not applicable as it does not form part of their conditions and terms of employment 
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and work expressly undertaken and agreed (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33418/16]

08/11/2016WRG00500149. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to clause 
7 of Circular 71/2016, if ASTI members who had previously opted out of the supervision and 
substitution scheme under clause 18 of Circular 0006/2015 are still deemed to be opted out of 
the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33649/16]

08/11/2016WRG00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 137 and 149 together.

Supervision and substitution duties are compulsory for all teachers since the Haddington 
Road Agreement.  A limited group of teachers were allowed to opt-out of the duties in return for 
a pay reduction as part of the overall supervision and substitution scheme.  The ASTI directive 
instructs members to withdraw from the supervision and substitution scheme.  The opt-out is an 
element of the S&S scheme and ASTI has directed all members to withdraw from that scheme 
in its entirety.  Therefore, the ‘opt-out’ provided for under the scheme will not apply to ASTI 
members who are subject to their directive.  

08/11/2016WRG00650Schools Building Projects

08/11/2016WRG00700138. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school (details 
supplied) has applied for funding to secure a permanent site on which the school was supposed 
to be constructed in June 2016; the reason for the delay; and when the work will be completed.  
[33446/16]

08/11/2016WRG00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department is commit-
ted to providing a permanent school building for the school to which the Deputy refers.  This 
involves a planning matter and my Department has been working with all relevant parties to 
resolve it in so far as it has the power to do so.

In December 2012, outline planning permission to provide a permanent school building for 
the school was submitted to the County Council but was refused on the grounds of site access.  
This was appealed by my Department to An Bord Pleanála but subsequently withdrawn to fa-
cilitate submission to the Council of an amended outline planning permission in 2013, which 
was also refused on similar grounds. 

This decision was appealed by my Department to An Bord Pleanála but refused.  However, 
the Board considered that the matter of assessing alternative means of accessing these lands 
would benefit from a co-ordinated approach by my Department and the planning authority in 
the interests of achieving a comprehensive and balanced solution to ongoing access issues on 
this educational campus. 

My Department and the Council have met to discuss appropriate access routes with a view 
to a further planning application being submitted as soon as possible.   My Department is also 
actively in discussion with relevant landowners to advance this process to a satisfactory conclu-
sion. 

Although the difficulty is fundamentally a planning matter which is not in the direct control 
of my Department, my officials are continuing to pursue all avenues available to them to resolve 
this matter in co-operation with the County Council.   
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08/11/2016WRG00850Sick Pay Scheme

08/11/2016WRG00900139. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide, 
in detail, the sick leave entitlements of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [33497/16]

08/11/2016WRG01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Following a review of 
sick leave arrangements, a new Public Service wide sick leave scheme was introduced across 
the Public Service in 2014.  The Public Service Management (Recruitment and Appointments) 
(Amendment) Act 2013, provided the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform with the 
power to make regulations that set out the specific details of the Public Service Sick Leave 
Scheme.  These regulations are contained in SI 124 of 2014 and provides for the following:

- A maximum of 3 months (92 days) on full pay in a year

- Followed by a maximum of 3 months (91 days) on half pay

- Subject to a maximum of 6 months (183 days) paid sick leave in a rolling four year period.

A teacher who becomes incapacitated as a result of a critical illness or serious physical in-
jury may be granted extended paid sick leave, in exceptional circumstances of:

- A maximum of 6 months (183 days) on full pay in a year

- Followed by a maximum of 6 months (182 days) on half pay

- Subject to a maximum of 12 months (365 days) paid sick leave in a rolling four year pe-
riod.

Where the relevant period of sick leave has been exhausted, a teacher with a minimum of 5 
years’ service at the end of the period of paid sick leave may, subject to certain conditions, be 
granted Temporary Rehabilitation Remuneration (TRR).

TRR will not exceed 18 months (548 days) in the case of ordinary illness.  In the case of 
a teacher who has been granted extended sick pay under the critical illness provisions, he/she 
may have access to 12 months (365 days) TRR followed by a further period of TRR not exceed-
ing 24 months (730 days).  This further period of TRR is subject to six-monthly reviews.

Details of teachers’ sick leave are set out in the electronic book “Employment Terms and 
Conditions for Registered Teachers in Recognised Primary and Post Primary Schools” which is 
available on my Department’s website.

In accordance with the provisions, as outlined in the book, sick leave may be granted to a 
teacher who is unable to perform his/her duties because of illness or injury by an employer.  A 
detailed statement of all sick leave absences should be supplied annually or on request to each 
teacher by the employer, i.e. Board of Management or Education and Training Board.

08/11/2016WRG01050Special Educational Needs Data

08/11/2016WRG01100140. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
ASD classes that are presently carried out in Dublin 15; if his attention has been drawn to the 
severe shortage of these classes in Dublin 15; the reason there are not enough such classes; the 
measures to be introduced to rectify this problem; the immediate solutions available for parents 
of children who require ASD classes in Dublin 15; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
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ter. [33566/16]

08/11/2016WRG01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
that this Government is committed to ensuring that all children with Special Educational Needs, 
including those with autism, can have access to an education appropriate to their needs, prefer-
ably in school settings through the primary and post primary school network.

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum. 

There are approximately 14,000 students with ASD in the school system: 

- 63% are educated in mainstream classes

- 23% are educated in special classes in mainstream primary and post-primary schools; and 

- 14% are educated in special schools.

In respect of children with ASD who are unable to learn effectively in a mainstream class 
for most or all of the school day even with appropriate supports, they may be enrolled in special 
classes or special schools where more intensive and supportive interventions are provided.

Special classes for children with ASD within mainstream post-primary schools have a lower 
pupil–teacher ratio of 6:1.5 and also have Special Needs Assistant support normally amounting 
to 2 SNAs for a class of 6 students.

The NCSE, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), in 
consultation with the relevant education partners, is responsible for the establishment of special 
classes in various geographical areas as required.  The NCSE continues to engage with schools 
in opening special classes where there is an identified need for special class provision.

Progress in developing this network has been significant and in addition to the special school 
placements there are currently over 1,000 special classes throughout the country at primary and 
post-primary level of which 762 are for children with Autism.

The NCSE recently published a list of special classes for the 2016/17 school year.  In total 
there are 1,153 special classes available, which is an increase of over 100% in the number of 
special classes which were available in 2011, which was 548.

The NCSE has advised that for the current school year there will be 127 early intervention 
classes, 525 primary ASD classes and 237 post-primary ASD classes, which represents an in-
crease of approx. 16% on 2015/16 classes for children with autism.

With regard to Dublin 15, there are 21 special classes attached to mainstream schools for 
the current school year.  19 classes are for students with ASD, including 2 Early Intervention 
Classes, 15 primary ASD classes and 2 at post-primary ASD classes.

Details of all special classes for children with special educational needs, are available 
on www.ncse.ie in county order, and with new classes identified. 

The NCSE recently launched guidelines for Boards of Management and Principals of Pri-
mary and Post-Primary schools which provide information on setting up and organising special 
classes. These guidelines are available to download from www.ncse.ie.in county order, and with 
new classes identified. 
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08/11/2016WRG01250School Transport Applications

08/11/2016WRG01300141. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
a transport grant for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33574/16]

08/11/2016WRG01400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.  Currently in the region of 114,000 children, including some 10,000 children with special 
educational needs, are being transported in over 4,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

Under the terms of my Department’s School Transport Scheme for Children with Special 
Educational Needs, children are eligible for transport where they are attending the nearest 
recognised school that is or can be resourced to meet their special educational needs.    The child 
referred to by the Deputy is eligible for school transport and my Department will be in contact 
with the family regarding a Special Transport Grant to cover the cost of private transport ar-
rangements from the commencement of the 2016/17 school year.

08/11/2016WRG01450Schools Building Projects Status

08/11/2016WRG01500142. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the concerns in a local community in respect of the delay with a building pro-
gramme (details supplied); if he will provide a report on the updated position regarding the 
project; when he expects building to commence and the permanent building to be available for 
pupils; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33580/16]

08/11/2016WRG01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that the proposed new post-primary school project to which he refers has recently been 
authorised to proceed to tender and subject to no issues arising it is envisaged that construction 
should commence early in 2017.  Once on site it will take approximately 24 months for the 
building to be completed.

Adequate accommodation has already been provided on site to cater for the first year’s 
enrolment.  Pending completion of the new building, this accommodation will be enhanced ac-
cordingly to bring it in line with future enrolment demands.

08/11/2016WRG01650Special Educational Needs Service Provision

08/11/2016WRG01700143. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school 
place will urgently be provided at a school for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33591/16]

08/11/2016WRG01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
that this Government is committed to ensuring that all children with Special Educational Needs, 
including those with autism, can have access to an education appropriate to their needs, prefer-
ably in school settings through the primary and post-primary school network.

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum. 
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The National Council for Special Education has advised my officials that the child in ques-
tion has a diagnosis of Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD). 

At present, there are approximately 14,000 students with ASD in the school system: 

- 63% are educated in mainstream classes

- 23% are educated in special classes in mainstream primary and post-primary schools; and 

- 14% are educated in special schools.  

Children with ASD enrolled in mainstream classes can receive additional teaching support 
through the learning support and/or the resource teacher and, where appropriate, will receive 
access to Special Needs Assistance and assistive technology if required.

In respect of children with ASD who are unable to learn effectively in a mainstream class 
for most or all of the school day even with appropriate supports, they may be enrolled in special 
classes or special schools where more intensive and supportive interventions are provided.

My Department has been informed by the NCSE that the Parents of the child in question 
have recently sought to enrol their child in a different school.  The NCSE local Special Edu-
cational Needs Organiser (SENO) has liaised with the Parents and helped identify available 
school placement options.

The enrolment of a child to a school is a matter, in the first instance, for the parents/guard-
ians of the child and the Board of Management of a school.  Parents can choose which school to 
apply to and, where the school has places available, the pupil should be admitted.

Section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 provides for an appeal by a parent or guardian to the 
Secretary General of my Department, where a Board of Management of a school, or a person 
acting on behalf of the Board, refuses to enrol a student in a school.  My Department has no 
authority to compel a school to admit a pupil, except in the case of an appeal under section 29 
of the Education Act, 1998 being upheld. 

Application forms for taking a section 29 appeal are available on my Department’s website 
at the following link http://www.education.ie/en/Parents/Services/Appeal-against-Permanent-
Exclusion-Suspension-or-Refusal-to-Enrol/Section-29-Appeals-Application-Form.doc, or by 
contacting Section 29 Administration Unit, Friars Mill Road, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath.  Ap-
peals should be taken within 42 days from receipt of written notification from the school’s 
Board of Management.

The Education (Admission to Schools) Bill was published on 6th July 2016.  The Admis-
sions Bill provides that where a school has places available it must admit all applicants.  The 
Bill contains a provision for the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) to designate a 
school for a child who has no school place for reasons related to the child’s special educational 
needs and for the Child and Family Agency to designate a school for a child who has no school 
place (other than a child with special educational needs). 

The parents of the child should continue to liaise with their local SENO in planning the 
transition of their child to the new school placement.

08/11/2016WRG01850School Transport Applications

08/11/2016WRG01900144. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
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garding a school bus ticket for a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [33594/16]

08/11/2016WRG02000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.

Currently in the region of 114,000 children, including some 10,000 children with special 
educational needs, are being transported in over 4,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

Under the terms of my Department’s Post-Primary School Transport Scheme children are 
eligible for school transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kilometres from and are attend-
ing their nearest education centre as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having regard 
to ethos and language. 

The child in question is not attending her nearest school and is therefore not eligible for 
school transport.  Children who are not eligible for school transport may apply for transport on a 
concessionary basis only, which is subject to a number of conditions, including the availability 
of spare seats on an existing service and payment of the annual charge.

In this regard, Bus Éireann has advised that there are spare seats on the existing service and 
the family should contact their local Bus Éireann office (01 830 2222) if they wish to avail of 
school transport on a concessionary basis.

08/11/2016WRG02050Residential Institutions Statutory Fund

08/11/2016WRG02100145. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the concerns of clients of Caranua regarding the agency; his plans to engage in 
a consultation process with clients; if he will consider legislative changes to address these con-
cerns; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33595/16]

08/11/2016WRG02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Caranua is an independent 
statutory body established pursuant to the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012 to 
oversee the use of the cash contributions of up to €110 million, pledged by the religious congre-
gations, to support the needs of survivors of institutional child abuse.  I have no role in regard 
to the organisation’s day to day operations. 

I understand that up to the end of September 2016 Caranua had received over 5,500 applica-
tions and had spent almost €53 million on supports to or on behalf of 3,884 applicants.   There-
fore a significant level of funding has been provided to a large number of former residents, a 
fact which is to be welcomed.

I am aware that there have been complaints about aspects of Caranua’s services.  In that 
regard I understand that Caranua takes all complaints seriously and that it has a Customer Ser-
vice Charter and Feedback and Complaints Policy which may be accessed on the organisation’s 
website (www.caranua.ie).  The website allows applicants to provide feedback, submit com-
ments and make formal complaints in cases where there is dissatisfaction with the quality of 
service provided.  Furthermore, Caranua comes within the scope of the Ombudsman Acts 1980 
to 2012 and its administrative actions are subject to review by the Ombudsman.  I should also 
note that Caranua is amenable to scrutiny by the Oireachtas, including its committees.  Deci-
sions of Caranua may be appealed to an independent Appeals Officer appointed in accordance 
with the provisions of the 2012 Act. 
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The 2012 Act sets out the classes of services in relation to which the Board of Caranua may 
determine particular services to be approved services.  Provision is also made for the prescrib-
ing of additional classes of services by way of ministerial order.  I am satisfied that this is an ap-
propriate framework and is one which provides flexibility to enable Caranua meet the emerging 
needs of former residents.  In that regard I understand that earlier this year Caranua decided to 
widen the range of approved services it could support including the provision of a contribution 
towards funeral costs.  Accordingly no legislative changes are envisaged at this point in relation 
to this aspect of Caranua’s work.

In fulfillment of a commitment given during the passage of the 2012 Act through the Houses 
of the Oireachtas, I have agreed that a review of the issue of eligibility will be carried out.  The 
terms of reference and arrangements for review are being finalised at present.  The review will 
have regard to the level of uptake of the funding available to Caranua and will also have regard 
to the views of all interested parties.  Any proposal that might emerge from the review process 
to widen eligibility would require legislation. 

08/11/2016WRG02250Departmental Strategies

08/11/2016WRG02300146. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills if 
his Department has produced a new statement of strategy since May 2016; and if so, the mea-
sures in it to support persons with disabilities.  [33630/16]

08/11/2016WRG02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In September my Depart-
ment published the Action Plan for Education 2016-2019 - Strategy Statement.  The Action 
Plan aims at making the Irish education and training service the best in Europe by 2026.

The Action Plan has five high level goals:

- Improve the learning experience and the success of learners

- Improve the progress of learners at risk of educational disadvantage or learners with spe-
cial educational needs

- Help those delivering education services to continually improve

- Build stronger bridges between education and the wider community

- Improve national planning and support services.

The high level goals will serve as the basis for my Department’s high level work programme 
for the next three years, the aim of which is to provide an education and training system that 
equips learners with the knowledge and skills that they need to achieve their potential and to 
participate fully in society and the economy through the delivery of high quality education and 
training experiences, which will make the best use of resources.  It will work towards improv-
ing accountability for educational outcomes across the system.  It will take particular account 
of the needs and requirements of learners with disabilities or with special educational needs

Under Goal 2 of the Action Plan, target policies and supports for learners with special edu-
cation needs to support their participation and progression across the continuum of education, 
we aim to improve the participation, including participation in inclusive mainstream settings, 
and progress of children and young people with special educational needs across the whole 
education system and develop better whole-school approaches. 

The following objectives and actions have been identified to support people with disabili-
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ties:

- Develop and pilot a new model for allocation of teaching resources for children with spe-
cial educational needs.

- Consult with education partners on implementation of sections of the EPSEN Act and on 
the provision of services to children with Downs Syndrome.

- Undertake a comprehensive assessment of the S Scheme to identify the most appropriate 
form of support options to provide better outcomes for students with special educational needs.

- Work with relevant Government Departments and agencies to introduce a new in-school 
speech and language service creating stronger linkages between parents, teachers and Speech 
and Language Therapists.

- Establish an Inclusion Support Service under NCSE to assist Schools in the provision of 
education to children with special educational needs.

- Implement strands of the National Plan for Equity of Access to Higher Education, so that 
higher education becomes more representative of the population in general, by publishing the 
Review and implementing the recommendations of the Fund for Students with disabilities 

- Increase the proportion of students with disabilities as a percentage of all entrants to higher 
education to 8% from the current rate of 6% by 2019.

08/11/2016WRG02450Special Educational Needs Data

08/11/2016WRG02500147. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Education and Skills the current loca-
tion of all autistic spectrum disorder units attached to mainstream secondary schools in the 
greater Dublin area; if any such units are proposed for the future; if so, their location and the 
projected opening dates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33640/16]

08/11/2016WRG02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
that this Government is committed to ensuring that all children with Special Educational Needs, 
including those with autism, can have access to an education appropriate to their needs, prefer-
ably in school settings through the primary and post primary school network.

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum. 

There are approximately 14,000 students with ASD in the school system: 

- 63% are educated in mainstream classes

- 23% are educated in special classes in mainstream primary and post-primary schools; and 

- 14% are educated in special schools.

In respect of children with ASD who are unable to learn effectively in a mainstream class 
for most or all of the school day even with appropriate supports, they may be enrolled in special 
classes or special schools where more intensive and supportive interventions are provided.

Special classes for children with ASD within mainstream post-primary schools have a lower 
pupil–teacher ratio of 6:1.5 and also have Special Needs Assistant support normally amounting 
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to 2 SNAs for a class of 6 students.

The NCSE, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), in 
consultation with the relevant education partners, is responsible for the establishment of special 
classes in various geographical areas as required.  The NCSE continues to engage with schools 
in opening special classes where there is an identified need for special class provision.

Progress in developing this network has been significant and in addition to the special school 
placements there are currently over 1,000 special classes throughout the country at primary and 
post-primary level of which 762 are for children with Autism.

The NCSE recently published a list of special classes for the 2016/17 school year.  In total 
there are 1,153 special classes available, which is an increase of over 100% in the number of 
special classes which were available in 2011, which was 548.

The NCSE has advised that for the current school year there will be 127 early intervention 
classes, 525 primary ASD classes and 237 post-primary ASD classes, which represents an in-
crease of approx. 16% on 2015/16 classes for children with autism.

Details of all special classes for children with special educational needs, are available 
on www.ncse.ie in county order, and with new classes identified. 

The NCSE recently launched guidelines for Boards of Management and Principals of Pri-
mary and Post-Primary schools which provide information on setting up and organising special 
classes.  These guidelines are available to download from www.ncse.ie.

08/11/2016WRG02650School Accommodation Provision

08/11/2016WRG02700148. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the serious demographic pressures facing a school (details supplied); if his 
attention has further been drawn to the fact that the school is expected to increase its pupil 
population by 100% by 2020 and that it is in desperate need of a third classroom to meet these 
pressures; if funding will be made available for a third classroom; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33645/16]

08/11/2016WRG02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that the 
school referred to by the Deputy has made application to my Department for capital funding for 
the provision of additional school accommodation.

The application is currently being considered and a decision will be conveyed to the school 
authority shortly.   

Question No. 149 answered with Question No. 137.

08/11/2016WRG03150Schools Building Projects

08/11/2016WRG03200150. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress of the 
construction of a school (details supplied); the reason for the delay in progressing this project; 
the timeframe for completion of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33660/16]

08/11/2016WRG03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning-Stage 2(b),which 
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includes the applications for the Fire Certificate and Disability Access Certificate and the prepa-
ration of Tender Documents.  Planning permission has been secured.  In September 2016, the 
Design Team was requested to review the impact of the recently introduced changes to the 
Public Works Contracts (PWC) and to revert to my Department with an assessment of what, if 
any, additional works are required to bring the tender documents into line with those changes.  
A response is awaited from the Design Team.

Once the Stage 2b (Detailed Design) submission is received and reviewed by my Depart-
ment and subject to no further issues arising my officials will revert to the school with regard to 
the further progression of the project at that time.

08/11/2016WRG03350School Textbooks Rental Scheme

08/11/2016WRG03400151. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
increase funding to the school book rental scheme as indicated in the action plan for education 
2016 to 2019, in view of the fact that these schemes are not fully comprehensive and or avail-
able in all schools (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33662/16]

08/11/2016WRG03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): School book rental schemes 
have an important role to play in reducing the cost of school books for parents. 

Circa. 94% of primary schools and 65% of post-primary schools operate a book rental 
scheme.  

My Department supports the operation of book rental schemes through the funding pro-
vided under its school books grant scheme.  Under this scheme, my Department provides fund-
ing of €15 million annually to primary and post-primary schools in the free education scheme.

A recent survey from Barnados indicates that it would require an additional investment 
of around €40 million per annum to provide all school children with free school books.  This 
should not be taken to mean that this organisation does not see the value of school book rental 
schemes.  It should be noted that the organisation’s €40 million estimate is in addition to the 
Department’s existing annual investment under the school books grant scheme.

All schools must be sensitive to the financial pressures on parents in making decisions, not 
just about books, but about any matter that has cost implications for parents. 

The Action Plan for Education outlines hundreds of actions to be implemented over the 3 
year period 2016 to 2019.  Some of the actions as part of the plan are to strengthen the focus on 
reducing school costs for parents by:

- Restoring capitation funding over a three-year period as resources permit.

- Increasing the financial support for book rental schemes, in order to reduce or eliminate 
school book costs for parents.

- Issuing a new circular to school authorities and ETBs regarding school uniform policy and 
other costs and the need to put a greater emphasis on reducing the cost of school uniforms and 
other costs.

Budget 2017 represents the start of a major programme of reinvestment in education, and 
the first phase of implementation of the Action Plan for Education, aimed at becoming the best 
education system in Europe within a decade. 
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It was not possible to provide additional funding in Budget 2017 in relation to this element 
of the Action Plan due to the many competing demands for the available funding.  However, 
this commitment remains a priority for me to address as soon as possible during the lifetime of 
the Action Plan.  It is important to note that the total allocation to this Department for additional 
policy measures, after demographics and Industrial Relations commitments, was €130 million 
and out of which all our commitments in higher and further education and primary and second-
ary schools had to be funded.

08/11/2016WRG03550Disadvantaged Status

08/11/2016WRG03600152. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding an application for DEIS status for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33670/16]

08/11/2016WRG03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): A process to review DEIS, 
which began last year is nearing completion and I have already announced my intention to pub-
lish a new Plan for Educational Inclusion before the end of this year.

As the Deputy may be aware, no new school has been included in DEIS since 2009.  A new 
assessment framework is currently being developed using centrally held CSO and DES data 
for the identification of new schools for inclusion.  The number of schools to be included in the 
programme will be determined by this proposed new identification process, which will assess 
all schools in the country, including the school to which the Deputy refers and other schools 
not currently participating in DEIS.  It will not be necessary for schools to make an application. 

Among the measures to be included in the plan are a series of pilot schemes aimed at intro-
ducing measures which have been shown to work well in improving results for disadvantaged 
children and students.  The plan is expected to include targeted measures in the area of:

- School leadership

- School networks and clusters 

- Teaching methodologies

- Integration of schools and other State supports within communities

- Greater use of Home School Community Liaison services.

Implementation of actions arising from the Plan for Educational Inclusion will begin in 
the 2017/18 school year, and will be a continuing theme in our wider Annual Action Plan for 
Education. 

Further details on the Review process can be found at: http://www.education.ie/en/Schools-
Colleges/Services/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Opportunity-in-Schools-/.

08/11/2016WRG03750Child Abuse

08/11/2016WRG03800153. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the date he plans to 
meet with survivors of school child sex abuse; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33676/16]

08/11/2016WRG03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I have been approached 
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by constituents who have survived abuse in State run institutions including schools and I have 
already met with these survivors.  I also met recently with survivors of abuse in the industrial 
school system.  I will continue to meet with survivors as and when required. 

 

08/11/2016WRG03925Legislative Measures

08/11/2016WRG04000154. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the rationale con-
tained in legal advice obtained by his Department in respect of the EPSEN Act 2004, specifi-
cally the rationale that the Act cannot be implemented piecemeal or on an age cohort basis; if 
he will make the legal advice public; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33677/16]

08/11/2016WRG04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Under the terms of the 
Freedom of Information (FOI) Act, legal advice obtained by Government Departments is not 
released as it is legally privileged under section 22 of the FOI Act. 

The rationale contained in the legal advice obtained by my Department in respect of the 
commencement of the EPSEN Act 2004, on an age cohort basis, falls under this category 
and accordingly is legally privileged and may not be made public. 

08/11/2016WRG04150Gaelcholáistí Issues

08/11/2016WRG04200155. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for the 
delay in the construction of a new Gaelscoil (details supplied); if his attention has been drawn 
to the serious and urgent need for the new school building in view of the standard of existing 
accommodation; if his Department will provide the necessary funding to progress this project; 
the timeframe for completion of the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[33678/16]

08/11/2016WRG04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school referred to by 
the Deputy has submitted an application to my Department for a new school building.  The 
Deputy will be aware that my Department’s current priority is focused on the provision of es-
sential classroom accommodation to meet demographic demand and this will be the main focus 
for capital investment in the coming years. 

As a project for the two teacher school in question was not included in my Department’s 
6 year Construction Programme (2016-2021), it is not possible to provide an indicative time-
frame for the progression of a building project for the school at this time.

08/11/2016WRH00200Student Universal Support Ireland

08/11/2016WRH00300156. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the situation whereby students whose parents work in Northern Ireland have 
been rejected for the Student Universal Support Ireland, SUSI, grant due to the fluctuations of 
the currency; the action he will take to address this issue; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33679/16]

08/11/2016WRH00400157. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department 
will review a SUSI application in respect of a person (details supplied) who has been refused a 
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grant on the basis of currency fluctuations as their parents work in Northern Ireland; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33680/16]

08/11/2016WRH00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 156 and 157 together.

As part of a comprehensive customer service and communications strategy provided by 
Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI), to ensure that all necessary avenues are open to 
applicants to receive the information they need, a dedicated email and phone line service is 
provided by SUSI for Oireachtas members.  This was established to meet an identified need 
for applicants who choose to engage the assistance of their public representatives in making 
enquiries about their grant applications.

This service complements the established channels provided by SUSI which include online 
application tracking, a dedicated website, a telephone helpdesk, email and social media, includ-
ing Facebook and Twitter.

Enquiries may be emailed direct to SUSI at oireachtas@susi.ie. Staff in SUSI are respond-
ing to email queries within a matter of days.

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant or 
that the rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to 
SUSI.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and re-
mains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an ap-
peal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student 
Grants Appeals Board within the required timeframe.

08/11/2016WRH00600Schools Administration

08/11/2016WRH00700158. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will grant an 
exemption to a school (details supplied) from circular 32/03; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33681/16]

08/11/2016WRH00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department’s policy 
in relation to pupils repeating the same grade in primary school is set out in Primary Circular 
32/03.

In accordance with this circular, in exceptional cases a Principal teacher, following consul-
tation with the learning support teacher/resource teacher and class teacher and parent(s) of the 
pupil may conclude that a pupil would benefit educationally by repeating a grade level.  In such 
cases, the pupil may be allowed to repeat the year provided there is an educational basis for it, 
and there is a clear programme for the pupil to follow.

However, the circular provides that pupils who have completed sixth class must not transfer 
to another primary school to repeat sixth class and that in the event that a school were to enrol 
pupils from another school to repeat sixth class the pupils shall not be included as eligible pu-
pils for the purposes of determining staffing and other resources granted the school.

The Primary School curriculum is designed as an eight year course, including a two year 
infant cycle followed by six years in standards from first to sixth, with children progressing to 
the next grade at the end of each school year.  The curriculum is flexible and child-centred, and 
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can be adapted to meet children’s needs.  Additional supports by way of learning support and 
resource teaching is also available to enable pupils to make progress in keeping with their needs 
and abilities and to move consecutively through the different class levels in the school in keep-
ing with their peers.  I have no plans to amend the provisions of or grant exemptions from the 
requirements of the circular in question.

08/11/2016WRH00900School Accommodation

08/11/2016WRH01000159. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department has 
ever conducted an assessment of the demand for an additional second level school in Kildare 
South; if his Department has consulted with local parents on this issue, particularly in relation 
to the demand for a multidenominational second level school for the area; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [33682/16]

08/11/2016WRH01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department uses a 
Geographical Information System (GIS) to identify where the pressure for school places across 
the country will arise.  The GIS uses data from the Central Statistics Office, Ordnance Survey 
Ireland, the Department of Social Protection and my Department’s own databases.  With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic analyses at primary and post-
primary level to determine where additional school accommodation is needed.

The most recent demographic analyses showed that, while the school planning areas in 
South Kildare are experiencing some demographic growth, the level of growth and the rate 
of year-on-year increase is not to such an extent that would currently warrant the provision of 
additional new schools at this point.  With the addition of both planned and recently-delivered 
infrastructural provision in areas in South Kildare, the existing schools should between them be 
able to cater for the overall level of demographic demand for post-primary school places.  The 
areas are continuing to be kept under review by my Department to take account of updated child 
benefit and enrolment data and the impact of capacity increases in these and adjoining areas.

The patronage assessment process to determine who will operate a new school is a separate 
process.  This process is run after it has been decided that a new school is required.  It is open 
to all patrons and prospective patrons to apply for patronage of a new school under this process.  
Parental preferences, together with an analysis of the extent of existing diversity in an area, are 
central to this process and prospective patrons are required to provide evidence of demand for 
their particular school model.

08/11/2016WRH01200Employment Rights

08/11/2016WRH01300160. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department 
has considered proposals from an organisation (details supplied) in respect of employment 
standards for bricklayers working and seeking work on school building sites; if his Department 
will implement any of the proposals; his views on reports that a number of workers were locked 
out of a school building project in Dublin due to their refusal to sign for unemployment benefits 
while working; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33683/16]

08/11/2016WRH01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department is not 
aware of the proposals to which the Deputy refers nor is it the competent authority in this mat-
ter.  Employment law is a matter for my colleague the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion and any proposals in relation to new sectoral standards, the application of which would not 
be limited to school building projects, are appropriate to her Department in the first instance.
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As the Deputy is aware any associated social welfare issues are a matter for my colleague 
the Minister for Social Protection, while tax issues are a matter for the Revenue Commission-
ers.  Enforcement and prosecution for non-compliance with employment law falls under the 
remit of the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC).

If the Deputy is aware of any breaches of social welfare rules and regulations on a school 
building site, she should report these to the Department of Social Protection as the competent 
authority in this particular aspect of the matter.

08/11/2016WRH01500Student Grant Scheme

08/11/2016WRH01600161. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the State funding 
that may be available to an Irish student undertaking clinical work placement as part of their 
studies, either here or abroad; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33684/16]

08/11/2016WRH01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The main support available 
to students is the statutory based Student Grants Scheme.

A student who is attending an undergraduate course in another EU Member State, can apply 
for a maintenance grant in respect of an approved course which is being pursued in an approved 
institution.

Article 15 of the Student Grant Scheme 2016 states that where a student is required as part 
of an approved undergraduate or postgraduate course to attend a higher education institution 
outside the State for a period of up to one year, a maintenance grant may continue to be paid 
where the period abroad does not extend the normal duration of the approved course.  Further-
more, a maintenance grant may continue to be paid, where a student is required to participate 
in an off-campus placement as a compulsory part of his/her course, as long as the off-campus 
placement does not extend the normal duration of the course.

08/11/2016WRH01800School Closures

08/11/2016WRH01900162. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his proposals for 
a school building which is to close (details supplied); the timeframe for when his proposals are 
likely to be executed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33685/16]

08/11/2016WRH02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, 
my Department has acquired the school campus to which he refers and it is intended to use it for 
school purposes.  There are several school needs arising in the area and the acquisition of this 
site will assist in addressing those needs.  Officials from my Department are consulting with the 
patrons of those schools prior to proposals being executed.

08/11/2016WRH02100Autism Support Services

08/11/2016WRH02200163. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to in-
crease the number of autism spectrum disorder, ASD, units in primary schools in south County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33691/16]

08/11/2016WRH02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
that this Government is committed to ensuring that all children with Special Educational Needs, 
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including those with autism, can have access to an education appropriate to their needs, prefer-
ably in school settings through the primary and post primary school network.

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum.

- There are approximately 14,000 students with ASD in the school system:

- 63% are educated in mainstream classes

- 23% are educated in special classes in mainstream primary and post-primary schools; and

- 14% are educated in special schools

In respect of children with ASD who are unable to learn effectively in a mainstream class 
for most or all of the school day even with appropriate supports, they may be enrolled in special 
classes or special schools where more intensive and supportive interventions are provided.

Special classes for children with ASD within mainstream primary schools have a lower 
pupil–teacher ratio of 6:1 and also have Special Needs Assistant support normally amounting 
to 2 Ss for a class of 6 students.

The NCSE, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), in 
consultation with the relevant education partners, is responsible for the establishment of special 
classes in various geographical areas as required.  The NCSE continually engage with schools 
in opening special classes where there is an identified need for special class provision.

Progress in developing this network has been significant and in addition to the special school 
placements there are currently over 1,000 special classes throughout the country at primary and 
post primary level of which 762 are for children with Autism.

The NCSE recently published a list of special classes for the 2016/17 school year.  In total 
there are 1,153 special classes available, which is an increase of over 100% in the number of 
special classes which were available in 2011, which was 548.

The NCSE has advised that for the current school year there will be 127 early intervention 
classes, 525 primary ASD classes and 237 post-primary ASD classes, which represents an in-
crease of approx. 16% on 2015/16 classes for children with autism.

With regard to County Kildare, there are 4 special schools and 66 special classes attached 
to mainstream schools for the 2016/17 school year (up from 64 in 15/16).  59 classes are for 
students with ASD, including 6 early intervention classes, 41 primary ASD classes and 12 ASD 
classes.  In addition there are 1 mild General Learning Disability (GLD), 4 moderate GLD 
classes and 2 severe/profound GLD classes in County Kildare.

Details of all special classes for children with special educational needs, are available 
on www.ncse.ie in county order, and with new classes identified.

08/11/2016WRH02400Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools Scheme

08/11/2016WRH02500164. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding an application for Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools, DEIS, status for a 
school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33693/16]
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08/11/2016WRH02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): A process to review DEIS, 
which began last year is nearing completion and I have already announced my intention to pub-
lish a new Plan for Educational Inclusion before the end of this year.

As the Deputy may be aware,  no new school has been included in DEIS since 2009.  A new 
assessment framework is currently being developed using centrally held CSO and DES data 
for the identification of new schools for inclusion.  The number of schools to be included in the 
programme will be determined by this proposed new identification process, which will assess 
all schools in the country, including the school to which the Deputy refers and other schools 
not currently participating in DEIS.  It will not be necessary for schools to make an application.

Among the measures to be included in the plan are a series of pilot schemes aimed at intro-
ducing measures which have been shown to work well in improving results for disadvantaged 
children and students.  The plan is expected to include targeted measures in the area of:

- School leadership

- School networks and clusters

- Teaching methodologies

- Integration of schools and other State supports within communities

- Greater use of Home School Community Liaison services

Implementation of actions arising from the Plan for Educational Inclusion will begin in 
the 2017/18 school year, and will be a continuing theme in our wider Annual Action Plan for 
Education.

Further details on the Review process can be found at: http://www.education.ie/en/Schools-
Colleges/Services/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Opportunity-in-Schools-/.

08/11/2016WRH02700School Accommodation

08/11/2016WRH02800165. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he or his Depart-
ment assessed the need for a secondary school in the Citywest area of Dublin 24; if he has taken 
into account that there are four primary schools in the area and no secondary school; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33703/16]

08/11/2016WRH02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In identifying the require-
ment for additional school places in a school planning area, my Department uses a Geographi-
cal Information System to identify the areas under increased demographic pressure nationwide.  
The system uses data from the Central Statistics Office, Ordnance Survey Ireland, the Depart-
ment of Social Protection and information from my Department’s own databases.  With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic analyses to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and at post-primary level.

For school planning purposes, Citywest falls within the Tallaght school planning area.  A 
new 1,000 pupil post-primary school in the Kingswood area of Tallaght opened in September 
2016 to serve the needs of the students in the school planning area, which includes the Citywest 
area.

In addition, among the 13 new schools (4 primary and 9 post-primary) announced to open 
in 2017 and 2018 to cater for increased demographic needs, is a new post-primary school which 
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will open in 2018 in the Firhouse/Oldbawn school planning area, which is adjacent to the Tal-
laght area.  When fully developed, this school will provide 1,000 pupil places.

As with the other school planning areas nationwide, the demographic data for the Tallaght 
area is being kept under review by my Department to take account of updated enrolment data 
and capacity increases in this and adjoining school planning areas.

08/11/2016WRH03000Minor Works Scheme

08/11/2016WRH03100166. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there will 
be a minor works grant scheme in 2017 for primary schools; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33786/16]

08/11/2016WRH03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The normal practice is for 
the Minor Works Grant to be announced late in the year if funding permits.  The issue of the 
Minor Works Grant 2016/2017 will be considered in the context of my Department’s overall 
capital position later this year.

08/11/2016WRH03300Schools Building Projects

08/11/2016WRH03400167. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
make financial provision for a school (details supplied) in respect of the proposed extension 
with particular reference to the demographics of the area and requirements of the school; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [33850/16]

08/11/2016WRH03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school referred to by 
the Deputy was approved 1 mainstream classroom, WC for assisted users and 3 SET rooms 
under my Department’s Additional Accommodation Scheme in February 2015.

The school subsequently submitted an application for extra funding to provide additional 
accommodation over and above what was approved (principal’s office, library, replacement of 
floor covering and mechanical & electrical works in existing school building).

The school authority has since advised my Department that the scope of works would be 
scaled back to the original approval and my Department is satisfied that the level of grant aid 
provided is sufficient to cover the cost of these works.

08/11/2016WRH03600Schools Building Projects Status

08/11/2016WRH03700168. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position in 
relation to the building of a school (details supplied); when construction is likely to commence; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33865/16]

08/11/2016WRH03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The building project for 
the school to which the Deputy refers is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 
2b – Detailed Design, which includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire Cert and 
Disability Access Cert and the preparation of tender documents.  All statutory approvals have 
been obtained.

In September 2016, the Design Team was requested to review the impact of the recently 
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introduced changes to the Public Works Contracts (PWC) and to revert to my Department with 
an assessment of what, if any, additional works are required to bring the tender documents into 
line with those changes.

Once the Stage 2b (Detailed Design) submission is received and reviewed by my Depart-
ment and subject to no further issues arising my officials will revert to the school with regard to 
the further progression of the project at that time.

This project was included in the 6 Year Programme announced on 17th November 2015 to 
progress to tender and construction.

08/11/2016WRH03900Legislative Reviews

08/11/2016WRH04000169. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the progress of the consultative review of the Dog Breeding Establishments Act 
2010; if he will make available the text of the first draft of that review; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33282/16]

08/11/2016WRH04100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): In late 2015, my Department agreed to begin a process of review of the current Dog 
Breeding Establishment Guidelines, undertaken by an expert Working Group.  The Working 
Group is representative of my Department, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine, the Department of Agriculture Northern Ireland, the Local Authority Veterinary Services 
(LAVS), the ISPCA and the DSPCA.  All of these bodies have a formal regulatory role and the 
requisite expertise in this area. Meetings to review the Guidelines commenced last January.

The Working Group concerned has produced a first draft revision of the guidelines.  The 
Canine Breeders of Ireland and the Hunt Association of Ireland have been consulted as part of 
the review process.  The draft revision is currently under consideration in my Department and I 
expect that the matter will be submitted for my consideration shortly so that the revised guide-
lines may be published.

As the deliberative process is currently under way, it would be inappropriate of me to re-
lease this draft document at this time.

08/11/2016WRH04200House Purchase Schemes

08/11/2016WRH04300170. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the cost to the Exchequer of first-time buyers’ grants in each of the years since 
1990. [33468/16]

08/11/2016WRH04400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The New House Grant Scheme, which was administered by my Department, was 
terminated on 14 November 2002.  The Scheme provided for a grant of €3,810 to be paid to first 
time buyers, where a contract to purchase or to build a house was entered into on or before 14 
November 2002 and where an application had been received in my Department on or before 4 
December 2002.  Exchequer funding paid under this scheme to first time buyers since 1990 is 
set out in the following table.
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Year  Amount 
1990 €11,894,924 
1991 €12,600,900 
1992 €12,303,781 
1993 €15,155,098 
1994 €29,321,529 
1995 €38,252,597 
1996 €40,602,116 
1997 €39,340,252 
1998 €39,348,886 
1999 €34,731,107 
2000 €38,079,911 
2001 €38,750,078 
2002 €39,272,494 
2003 €43,817,918 
2004 €17,703,976 
2005 €346,690 
2006 €80,004 
2007 €11,430 
2008 €22,858 
2009 €3,810 
2010 €0 
2011 €30,475 
2012 €11,428 
2013 €129,516 
2014 €50,000 
2015 €0 
2016 €0 

08/11/2016WRH04500Wind Energy Guidelines

08/11/2016WRH04600171. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government when the new guidelines for the erection of wind turbines will be published. 
[33638/16]

08/11/2016WRH04700173. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government his views on the erection of industrial size wind turbines that exceed 150 m 
in height; and the minimum distance such structures should be erected in proximity to homes. 
[33714/16]

08/11/2016WRH04800174. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government his views on the contention that a minimum set-back distance of 500 m for 
industrial size wind turbines from habited homes is wholly inadequate considering issues asso-
ciated with noise pollution and light flick emanating from such massive structures. [33715/16]

08/11/2016WRH04900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 171, 173 and 174 together.
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In December 2013, my Department published proposed “draft” revisions to the noise, set-
back distance and shadow flicker aspects of the 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines.  
These draft revisions proposed: 

- the setting of a more stringent day- and night-time noise limit of 40 decibels for future 
wind energy developments, 

- a mandatory minimum setback distance of 500 metres between a wind turbine and the 
nearest dwelling for amenity considerations, and 

- the complete elimination of shadow flicker between wind turbines and neighbouring 
dwellings.

A public consultation process was also initiated on these proposed draft revisions to the 
2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines, which ran until 21 February 2014.  My Depart-
ment received submissions from 7,500 organisations and members of the public during this 
public consultation process.

As outlined in the Programme for a Partnership Government, the Government is commit-
ted to finalising the revisions to the 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines within the 
first six months of coming into office.  The revisions to the Guidelines will be informed by the 
public consultation process and by best international practice.  My Department is continuing to 
advance work on the Guidelines, in conjunction with the Department of Communications, Cli-
mate Action and Environment, in order to bring the matter to a conclusion as early as possible.

The revisions to the 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines, when finalised, will be 
issued under Section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended.  Planning 
authorities, and, where applicable, An Bord Pleanála are required to have regard to such guide-
lines, issued under Section 28, in the performance of their functions under the Planning Acts.

08/11/2016WRH05000Planning Issues

08/11/2016WRH05100172. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government his views on criticism that persistent challenges to local government decisions 
and ruling against industrial wind farms in the form of ministerial directions is eroding the role 
of local authorities as the planning authority and undermining the democratic principles and 
mandate of county councillors; his further views on whether it is time that a specific definition 
is given to the term “cognisant” in this process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33711/16]

08/11/2016WRH05200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): There is a statutory duty on planning authorities to reflect Government policy in 
their policy making and decision making functions under planning legislation.

In relation to wind energy, the Planning Guidelines issued under Section 28 of the Planning 
and Development Act (as amended) are clearly aimed at ensuring that planning authorities 
maximise the contribution that wind energy can make in meeting overall binding EU commit-
ments in relation to renewable energy generation.

Where local authorities fail to adopt policies that reflect the overall national policy posi-
tion or breach statutory requirements, the Oireachtas has provided the Minister with powers to 
direct a planning authority to amend a statutory development plan under procedures set out in 
Section 31 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).  Section 31 is essentially 



Questions - Written Answers

202

a safeguarding mechanism that follows on from statutory consultation by planning authorities 
with the Minister in drawing up or amending their statutory development or local plans.

It must also be noted that Ministerial directions have issued in relation to a broad range of 
planning issues, including excessive or inappropriate land use zoning objectives and failure to 
take account of flood risk assessment in preparing development plans and local area plans.

With regard to directions that have issued in relation to wind energy policy content of de-
velopment plans, such directions have been focused on ensuring broad alignment between set-
tled Government policy and local development plans and where, without such directions, there 
would be marked inconsistencies between local authorities as regards the treatment of this 
specific form of development, which would also be unacceptable in relation to other categories 
of development.

Mindful of the considerable focus on planning policy aspects of wind energy developments 
in relation to location, set-back, height and related aspects that underscore much of the devel-
opment plan debates that have taken place across the country, my Department is continuing to 
advance work on a focused review of the statutory guidelines on wind energy development, in 
conjunction with the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment and in 
line with the relevant commitments under the Programme for a Partnership Government.

When finalised, the updated Guidelines will be issued under Section 28 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000, as amended.  I expect that, taking on board the extensive debate and 
analysis undertaken, planning authorities and, where applicable An Bord Pleanála, will utilise 
such updated Guidelines in the performance of their functions under the Planning Acts.  I will 
continue to keep under review the translation of Government policy by planning authorities to 
local planning policies and use the powers available to me in line with the legislation passed by 
the Oireachtas.    Questions Nos. 173 and 174 answered with Question No. 171.

08/11/2016WRH05300National Lottery Funding Applications

08/11/2016WRH05400175. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if national lottery funding is available at present through his Department to 
support the work of community groups; if so, if there are specific programmes eligible for grant 
assistance; the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33271/16]

08/11/2016WRH05500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Responsibility for the allocation of National Lottery funding to Departmental ex-
penditure programmes, generally, is a matter for the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform.  The surplus generated by the National Lottery for good causes is transferred annually 
to the Exchequer and is applied to part-fund the Exchequer allocations to a specified range of 
expenditure subheads across a number of Departments, including my Department.

The amount transferred to the Exchequer from the National Lottery surplus, together with 
details of the total Exchequer allocations to the relevant Lottery supported subheads, is pub-
lished each year by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in Appendix 1 of the 
Revised Estimates Volume for Public Services (REV).

The relevant programmes part-funded by National Lottery funding in my Department are: 

- A.4 - Voluntary and Co-Operative Housing

- A.7 - Private Housing Grants
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- E.3 - Supports for Community and Voluntary Sector

- E.4 - Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme

Details of the allocations part funded by the National Lottery in respect of 2009-2015 are 
published on my Department’s website at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/corpo-
rate/finance/national-lottery-funding/national-lottery-funding.

08/11/2016WRJ00200Flood Prevention Measures

08/11/2016WRJ00300176. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the regulations regarding the work local authorities can carry out in the event 
of vegetation or blockages posing a threat of flooding, including damaging properties and risk-
ing structural damage to the road network. [33290/16]

08/11/2016WRJ00400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Local Authorities have wide powers to undertake necessary works in relation to 
maintaining their administrative areas.  From a planning legislation perspective, section 4 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 provides a general exemption for works carried out 
by local authorities except in certain circumstances where works require environmental impact 
assessment (in accordance with the EIA Directive) or appropriate assessment (in accordance 
with the Habitats Directive).

While general debris and vegetation clearance activities would not normally come within 
the scope of such obligations, local authorities proposing to undertake more extensive works, 
such as drainage and channel modifications, need to be cognisant of the potential impact on 
habitats and the environment and the associated legislative requirements.

More specifically, section 175 of the Planning Act provides that where works carried out by 
the local authorities exceed the thresholds set out in Schedule 5 of the Planning Regulations, 
an Environmental Impact Statement must be prepared and submitted to An Bord Pleanála for 
approval.

Similarly, section 177AE of the Planning Act provides that where local authority works 
require Appropriate Assessment the authority is required to make an application for consent to 
An Bord Pleanála.

In addition, as outlined in section 20 of the recently published Planning and Development 
(Housing) and Residential Tenancies Bill 2016, it is proposed to introduce a new stand-alone 
EIA screening process in planning legislation - separate from the requirements in relation to 
the obtaining of planning permission - to essentially determine whether EIA is required in re-
spect of proposed development, including flood related works.  Where the screening process 
determines that a proposal will have significant effects on the environment, then a full EIA and 
planning permission will be required in respect of the works.  However, if no significant envi-
ronmental impacts are likely to occur from the proposed development or activity, then no EIA 
will be required; furthermore, planning permission will not be required if the proposed works 
are below the exempted development thresholds for such flood related works, as set in the Plan-
ning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended).

Works relating to the road network are a matter for the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport and I have no role in that matter.
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08/11/2016WRJ00500Homelessness Strategy

08/11/2016WRJ00600177. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the guidelines his Department has issued to local authorities advising them of 
the maximum amount of time a family with children experiencing homelessness should spend 
living in emergency hotel and bed and breakfast accommodation; and his plans to issue new 
guidelines to local authorities in this regard, in view of the pledge to remove all families from 
this form of emergency accommodation by mid 2017. [33295/16]

08/11/2016WRJ00700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a na-
tional framework of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities 
in addressing homelessness at local level.  In accordance with section 37(2) of the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of 
homeless services, including accommodation, rests with individual housing authorities.

No guidelines have issued from my Department to local authorities in relation to the matter 
raised in the question nor is it intended to do so.  However, it is fully recognised that the period 
of time that families spend in emergency hotel and bed and breakfast accommodation should be 
minimised.  This is reflected in the commitment in Rebuilding Ireland: Action Plan for Housing 
and Homelessness  that by mid-2017, hotels should only be used in limited circumstances for 
emergency accommodation for families; this will be achieved by meeting their housing needs 
through the enhanced Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme and general housing alloca-
tions, and by providing new supply to be delivered through an expanded Rapid Build Hous-
ing Programme and a Housing Agency initiative to acquire vacant houses.  My Department is 
working closely with local authorities and the Housing Agency towards the achievement of 
these actions and initiatives.

08/11/2016WRJ00800Homeless Persons Supports

08/11/2016WRJ00900178. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the guidelines his Department has issued to local authorities advising them of 
the way they should define voluntary homelessness compared to involuntary homelessness; if 
his Department has issued guidelines to local authorities on the way they are to record presenta-
tions that are deemed to be voluntary homeless; and the number of presentations in 2015 where 
persons presenting are deemed to be voluntary homeless. [33296/16]

08/11/2016WRJ01000186. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government his views on whether the use of the criterion that a person is intentionally 
homeless as grounds for refusing homeless priority by a local authority has no basis in legisla-
tion and that the use of this criterion is a misapplication of the homeless definition under the 
Housing Act 1988. [33304/16]

08/11/2016WRJ01100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 178 and 186 together.

Section 2 of the Housing Act 1988 sets out the requirements for a person to be regarded 
as homeless by a housing authority for the purposes of the Act.  It is a matter for the housing 
authority concerned to determine whether a person is regarded as homeless.  I have not issued 
any guidelines to housing authorities in this matter.
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08/11/2016WRJ01200Housing Issues

08/11/2016WRJ01300179. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government when the housing needs assessment in each local authority will be completed; 
the common assessments that are being undertaken across all local authorities; and when the 
results of these assessments are due to be published. [33297/16]

08/11/2016WRJ01400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): In line with a commitment given in the Social Housing Strategy 2020, summaries of 
social housing assessments will now be undertaken on an annual basis, starting this year 

The summary process requires all housing authorities to review those households who are 
on their housing list but who are not currently in receipt of housing support.  This is to ensure 
that the details of the applicant households are up to date and accurate and that they remain 
eligible for, and in need of, social housing support in accordance with the criteria set down in 
the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and associated Social Housing Assessment 
Regulations.  As part of this assessment, all local authorities wrote to relevant households over 
the past number of months, including those in transitional and shared or emergency accommo-
dation if relevant, informing them of the assessment process and seeking updated information 
where necessary.

All local authorities are required to submit their returns electronically to a central IT sys-
tem managed by the Local Government Management Agency.  Following the verification and 
analysis of the uploaded information, a report collating the Summary findings will be submitted 
to my Department by the Housing Agency.  Work in this regard is well advanced and I expect 
the 2016 Summary to be finalised shortly.

08/11/2016WRJ01500Housing Assistance Payments

08/11/2016WRJ01600180. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the details on local authority transfer lists for HAP recipients; if the transfer 
lists that HAP recipients can apply to within two weeks of taking up the scheme are general 
transfer lists or HAP specific transfer lists; and if a HAP recipient who applies to a transfer list 
within two weeks of taking up the scheme will retain the same level of housing allocation prior-
ity on the transfer list as on the general social housing waiting list. [33298/16]

08/11/2016WRJ01700181. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government his views on whether there is a problem with the homeless HAP whereby per-
sons refuse the scheme due to the perception that they will lose their place on the social housing 
waiting list; and if his Department has undertaken any research regarding the perception of the 
homeless HAP scheme among potential candidates for the scheme. [33299/16]

08/11/2016WRJ01800182. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of persons that have been offered the homeless HAP scheme who 
have refused to participate in the scheme to date. [33300/16]

08/11/2016WRJ01900183. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of HAP recipients in each local authority in tabular form; and if 
he will provide a column showing the number of HAP recipients in full-time employment, in 
part-time employment, in training and who are unemployed. [33301/16]

08/11/2016WRJ02000187. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
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cal Government if it is a statutory obligation on the part of local authorities to inform HAP re-
cipients of the need to apply to the transfer list within two weeks of being taken onto the scheme 
in order to retain their position on the social housing waiting list under the HAP scheme; and if 
he is satisfied that local authorities are informing HAP recipients of this. [33305/16]

08/11/2016WRJ02100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 180 to 183, inclusive, and 187 together.

The implementation of the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme is a key Govern-
ment priority and the accelerated roll-out of the scheme on a national basis is an important 
early action for completion in the Government’s Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, 
Rebuilding Ireland.  HAP is now available to all qualified households in 19 local authority ar-
eas, with over 14,500 households currently being supported by the scheme and 9,500 separate 
landlords and agents providing accommodation to those households.  A breakdown of the num-
ber of households supported by HAP in each local authority area at the end of Quarter 3,2016 is 
available on my Department’s website at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/hous-
ing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-housing-provision.

As HAP is deemed to be a social housing support under the Housing (Miscellaneous Provi-
sions) Act 2009, households in receipt of HAP are not included on the local authority waiting 
list for social housing support.  However, HAP recipients may access other forms of social 
housing supports by applying to go on the local authority transfer list.

On 16 December 2014, a statutory direction was issued to all authorities involved in the HAP 
statutory pilot, instructing them to take the necessary steps to ensure that households benefitting 
from HAP can avail of a move to other forms of social housing support, should they wish to 
do so, through a transfer option.  Local authorities were also directed that HAP recipients, who 
apply to go on the transfer list, should get full credit for the time they spent on the waiting list 
and be placed on the transfer list with no less favourable terms than if they had remained on the 
waiting list.  The practical operation of transfer lists in the context of the Ministerial direction is 
a matter for each local authority to manage, on the basis of their scheme of letting priorities.  In 
general, housing authorities offer HAP recipients the opportunity to apply to go on the transfer 
list at the point when their HAP application is approved and the differential rent contribution is 
signed by the household.  The 2 week period referred to is not a statutory period.  I understand 
that it is a timeframe operated by local authorities for the purposes of receiving a reply to cor-
respondence with HAP recipients.  Local authorities and my Department are working closely 
together in order to ensure the successful implementation of the scheme and the Ministerial 
Directive relating to the operation of transfer lists, and I am satisfied that all local authorities are 
informing HAP applicants of the opportunity to apply to go on to the transfer list , as a matter of 
course.  It is ultimately the choice of the HAP recipient to choose if they wish to be placed on 
a local authority’s transfer list and I understand that the majority of HAP households do avail 
of this option.  As of the start of November 2016, over 190 households across the country have 
transferred from the HAP scheme to other forms of social housing support.

The Homelessness Pilot of the HAP scheme has been operational since February 2015 across 
the four housing authorities in the Dublin Region, i.e. Dublin City Council, Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown County Council, Fingal County Council and South Dublin County Council, and is 
being implemented through the Dublin Region Homeless Executive (DRHE).  The focus of 
this pilot scheme is to transition qualified households from emergency accommodation, includ-
ing hotels, into private rented tenancies.  There are currently 637 households being supported 
by the Homeless HAP pilot scheme across Dublin.  At this point, the full HAP scheme is only 
available to all qualifying households in one of the four Dublin local authorities, South Dublin 
County Council.  The full roll-out of the scheme to the remaining Dublin local authorities is 
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planned for Q1, 2017.

Rebuilding Ireland commits to meeting the housing needs of 1,750 homeless households 
through the Homeless Pilot of the HAP scheme over 2016 and 2017, as part of the overall ac-
celerated HAP target of supporting 27,000 new households over the same period.  As of 7 No-
vember, 586 tenancies had been set up under the pilot scheme this year, meeting the Rebuilding 
Ireland target of 550 homeless households to be supported by the scheme in 2016.  My Depart-
ment does not hold data on the number of persons that have been offered the homeless HAP 
scheme that have refused to participate in the scheme to date.  The performance of the Home-
less HAP scheme continues to improve with a doubling in the number of new households being 
supported by the scheme each week since the review of HAP rent limits in July of this year.

While I am happy with the improved performance under the scheme, I have asked my De-
partment to continue to monitor it closely and engage directly with the relevant local authorities 
to ensure its effectiveness and its attractiveness to homeless households.

The data sought in relation to numbers of HAP- supported households in full time employ-
ment, in part time employment, in training and that are unemployed broken down by local 
authority is not held by my Department.  My Department, local authorities and the HAP Shared 
Service Centre (SSC) - being provided by Limerick City and County Council - are working 
together to develop data collection and reporting mechanisms to provide robust indicators in 
relation to the activation objective of the HAP scheme.  The development of these indicators is 
being overseen by the HAP Oversight Group that is jointly chaired by the Secretaries General 
of my Department and the Department of Social Protection.

My Department continues to keep the operation of the scheme under review.  I am very sat-
isfied with how the HAP scheme is operating and I consider it to be a key vehicle for meeting 
housing need and fulfilling the ambitious programme under Rebuilding Ireland.

08/11/2016WRJ02200Local Authority Housing Evictions

08/11/2016WRJ02300184. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of eviction orders under section 12, in addition to under sections 
13 and 17, of the Housing Act 2014 that were issued to local authority housing tenants in 2015 
and 2016 in each local authority, in tabular form; and the number of tenancy warning notices 
under sections 7 to 10, inclusive, that were issued in each local authority in 2015 and 2016. 
[33302/16]

08/11/2016WRJ02400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The following table sets out the information collected by my Department in relation 
to the matters in question.  As the information is collected on an annual basis, data for 2016 will 
not be available until next year.

It should be noted that the powers of local authorities in this regard were enhanced with 
the commencement of Part 2 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014 on 13 April 
2015.  Part 2 strengthens the power of housing authorities to recover possession of their dwell-
ings from households in serious breach of their tenancy agreements provided that certain pro-
cedures are followed.

Number of evictions from local authority dwellings in 2015 carried out on foot of war-
rants/applications for possessions 
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Local Au-
thorities 

Anti-social 
behaviour 

Rent ar-
rears 

Refusal 
to transfer 
tenancy 

Squatters Other 
Grounds 

TOTAL 

Carlow 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Cavan 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Clare 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Cork_City 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Cork_Co 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Donegal 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Dublin_
City 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

DLR 0 2 2 0 0 4 
Fingal 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Galway_
City 

0 1 0 0 0 1 

Galway_
Co 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Kerry 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Kildare 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Kilkenny 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Laois 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Leitrim 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Limerick 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Longford 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Louth 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Mayo 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Meath 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Monaghan 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Offaly 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Roscom-
mon 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Sligo 0 0 0 0 0 0 
South_
Dublin 

0 2 0 0 0 2 

Tipperary 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Waterford 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Westmeath 0 0 1 0 0 1 
Wexford 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Wicklow 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 9 3 0 0 12  

08/11/2016WRJ02500Homeless Persons Supports

08/11/2016WRJ02600185. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number of homeless presentations and applications to access the social 
housing waiting list that are transferred to another local authority based on local connection 
tests; his views on whether such local connection tests can have negative consequences on ap-
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plicants who are going from one local authority to another; and if he is considering any propos-
als for improving guidelines on case management in this area whereby local councils should 
have to confirm a local connection before referring an applicant. [33303/16]

08/11/2016WRJ02700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department does not hold the information sought.  The assessment of house-
holds for social housing support is the responsibility of the relevant local authority in accor-
dance with the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing 
Assessment Regulations 2011, which set down a standard procedure for assessing applicants 
for social housing support.

A household may apply for support to one housing authority only (the “housing authority of 
application”), which may be the authority for the area in which the household normally resides 
or with which it has a local connection, or the authority that agrees, at its discretion, to assess 
the household for support.  In determining whether a household has a local connection with its 
area, a housing authority must have regard to whether a household member: 

- lived in the area for a continuous 5 year period at any time in the past, 

- is employed in the area or within 15 km of the area, 

- is in full-time education, or attending specialist medical care in the area, or 

- has a relative (defined in the Regulations) living in the area for 2 years or longer.

In 2013 my Department issued a clarification to all local authorities on the issue of the nor-
mal residence and local connection criteria, which advised that households were only required 
to meet either criterion, not both.  Thus, where a household resides in a local authority’s area, 
there is no requirement to have a local connection in order to apply to that authority for support.

The clarification provided that “normally resides” was generally intended to refer to the 
housing authority where the household is currently resident and the household was required to 
provide proof of this, such as a utility bill, proof of a social welfare payment, a lease etc.  In 
relation to a household living in emergency accommodation, the only proof of residence may 
be a social welfare payment and it was not the intention that such households would also have 
to demonstrate a local connection.

As the 2011 Regulations do not provide for a housing authority to impose a minimum period 
of residence in the area prior to application for social housing support, authorities were advised 
that it was not intended that households were required to have resided in the functional area 
of the housing authority of application for a minimum length of time in order to be considered 
eligible for assessment.

  Question No. 186 answered with Question No. 178.

  Question No. 187 answered with Question No. 180.

08/11/2016WRJ03000Tenant Purchase Scheme

08/11/2016WRJ03100188. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will review and amend the criteria of the local authority house purchase 
scheme to accommodate the financial support that families wish to give their parents who are 
council tenants in the purchase of their homes from the local authority; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33327/16]
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08/11/2016WRJ03200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme is open to eligible tenants, including 
joint tenants, of local authority houses that are available for sale under the Scheme.

Under the Scheme, the tenant pays the market value of the house less a discount.  It is the 
responsibility of the tenant to raise the finance to purchase the house.  A tenant may fund the 
purchase money for a house from a mortgage loan and/or their own resources which may in-
clude funds provided by family members.

Notwithstanding this, to be eligible for this Scheme, tenants must meet certain criteria, 
including having a minimum reckonable income of €15,000 per annum. In order to ensure the 
sustainability of the scheme, it is essential that an applicant’s income is of a long-term and sus-
tainable nature.  This is necessary to ensure that the tenant purchasing the house is in a financial 
position, as the owner, to maintain and insure the property for the duration of the charged pe-
riod.  This ensures compliance with the conditions of the order transferring the ownership of, 
and responsibility for, the house from the local authority to the tenant.

In line with the commitment in the Programme for a Partnership Government and reaf-
firmed in Rebuilding Ireland - Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, it is intended that 
a review of the Scheme will be undertaken in January 2017 following the first 12 months of 
operation and any changes to the terms and conditions of the scheme which are considered nec-
essary based on the evidence gathered at that stage will be brought forward.

08/11/2016WRJ03300Thatching Grants Applications

08/11/2016WRJ03400189. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government if a thatching grant will be awarded to a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33346/16]

08/11/2016WRJ03500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department provided a Thatching Grant for the full eligible amount in respect 
of the property concerned in 2014.  The completion of the work, as funded in 2014, was verified 
by an on-site inspection by my Department.

Under the Thatching Grant Scheme, a premises is not eligible for new funding within 7 
years of previous funding and the applicant in question has been notified of this.

08/11/2016WRJ03600Local Authority Funding

08/11/2016WRJ03700190. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the amount allocated to each county council (details supplied) for each year 
from 2004 to 2014 to groups and individuals for community events and purposes. [33372/16]

08/11/2016WRJ03800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I refer to the reply to Question No. 75 of 19 October 2016 which sets out the posi-
tion in this matter.

08/11/2016WRJ03900Commercial Rates Yield

08/11/2016WRJ04000191. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
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Local Government if he will provide a breakdown in commercial rates, in tabular form, collect-
ed by Meath County Council associated with occupiers of commercial and industrial property 
within Ashbourne town.  [33373/16]

08/11/2016WRJ04100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The information requested is not available in my Department, and may be sought 
from Meath County Council.

08/11/2016WRJ04200Legislative Measures

08/11/2016WRJ04300192. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the details of the implementation of section 204 of the Planning and Develop-
ment Act 2000, including details of approved landscape conservation orders and details of any 
guidelines or orders made by Ministers in relation to this section of the Act. [33385/16]

08/11/2016WRJ04400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Under section 204 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 ( as amended ), it 
is a reserved function of a planning authority to designate, by order - for the purposes of the 
preservation of the landscape - any area or place within its functional area as a landscape con-
servation area.  I am not aware that any planning authority has exercised its powers under this 
provision to date.

Regulations have not been made to date under section 204(2) of the 2000 Act, which pro-
vides that, notwithstanding any exemption from the requirement to obtain planning permission 
granted under section 4 of the Act, or any regulations made under that section, the Minister 
may prescribe development that, for the purpose of section 204, shall not be exempted from the 
requirement to obtain planning permission.

It is also the case that no Ministerial guidelines have issued to planning authorities to date 
under section 28 of the 2000 Act in relation to the preservation of landscapes.

08/11/2016WRJ04500Traveller Accommodation

08/11/2016WRJ04600193. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the number of applications for funding for Traveller specific accommodation sub-
mitted to his Department in 2015 and in 2016 by Sligo County Council; the decisions made to 
date on these applications; if these applications were granted or refused; if refused, the grounds 
under which they were refused; when decisions on the remainder of the applications will be 
made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33431/16]

08/11/2016WRJ04700194. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the amount of funding sought and allocated to Sligo County Council in each 
of the years 2011 to 2015 and in 2016 to date, in respect of Traveller accommodation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33432/16]

08/11/2016WRJ04800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 193 and 194 together.

In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, housing authori-
ties have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommodation needs of Travellers 
and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual Traveller Accommodation 
Programmes (TAPs) in their areas.  My Department’s role is to ensure that there are adequate 
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structures and supports in place to assist the authorities in providing such accommodation, in-
cluding a national framework of policy, legislation and funding.

Local authorities adopted the fourth and current round of TAPs in April 2014, with the five-
year rolling programmes running from 2014 to 2018.  These programmes provide a road map 
for local authority investment priorities over the period.  They also form the basis for the alloca-
tion of funding from my Department for traveller accommodation.

In 2015, Sligo County Council submitted two proposals for funding.  One of these was a 
preliminary proposal and further details and costings were requested from the Council which 
have not yet been received.  In relation to the second proposal, the Council was asked to submit 
a detailed appraisal that would address some concerns raised by my Department and no such 
appraisal has been received to date.

In 2016, the Council submitted three proposals for funding.  The Council has been notified 
that indicative funding in relation to two of these proposals in the total amount of €192,292 
has been approved. Indicative funding means that the Council will be eligible for a formal al-
location and recoupment in 2017 should the proposals proceed. Further information has been 
requested of the Council in relation to the third proposal and a response is awaited from the 
Council in this regard.

Given the complexities and timelines associated with capital projects, the funding sought 
for individual projects can vary at different stages.  However, the actual capital allocations and 
recoupments to Sligo County Council in respect of Traveller-specific accommodation for the 
years 2011 to 2016 are set out in the following table.

Year Allocation Recouped 
2011 500,000 624,885 
2012 18,090 17,225 
2013 8,000 9,700 
2014 0 0 
2015 0 0 
2016 0 0 

08/11/2016WRJ04900Library Services Data

08/11/2016WRJ05000195. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the gender breakdown using the staffless libraries in the three libraries where 
the scheme has been operating in Tubbercurry, Tullamore and Banagher. [33438/16]

08/11/2016WRJ05100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The ‘My Open Library’ service is an initiative under Opportunities for All, the 
national public library strategy 2013-2017.  It forms part of the overall strategy to address cus-
tomer demand and grants members the freedom and flexibility to use the library at the hours 
that suit them best.

A ‘My Open Library’ pilot operated in three library branches - Tullamore and Banagher Li-
braries in Offaly and Tubbercurry Library in Sligo.  Data on the operation of the pilots, includ-
ing the numbers of service users, was collected by the respective local authorities.  This data 
was not broken down on a gender basis; accordingly, the information requested is not available.
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08/11/2016WRK00150Library Services Funding

08/11/2016WRK00200196. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if it is a condition of approval for funding for new and refurbished libraries that 
the relevant local authority must accept that the facility will be an out of hours staffless library. 
[33439/16]

08/11/2016WRK00300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): In January 2016 my Department announced some €22m as part of a new Libraries 
Capital Development Programme for the period 2016-2021.  Funding was allocated to 16 proj-
ects under the programme.  The projects range from small refurbishment works to larger scale 
developments and new - builds.  It is intended that projects funded under the programme will 
operate the ‘My Open Library’ service when they are completed. However, this will depend on 
a number of factors including the scale of the development, the suitability of the library branch 
for the service and the outcome of the extended pilot phase due to commence in 22 libraries 
from January 2017.  Ultimately, the matter will be progressed with the relevant local authorities 
as part of the capital project approval process.

08/11/2016WRK00350Library Services Data

08/11/2016WRK00400197. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the operating and maintenance costs per annum of the equipment and utilities 
that accrue in the libraries piloted for the staffless scheme. [33441/16]

08/11/2016WRK00500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Under section 78 of the Local Government Act 2001, the provision and management 
of library services is a matter for each local authority in its capacity as a library authority.  This 
includes expenditure on operating, maintenance and utility costs.  My Department has no direct 
role in these matters.

08/11/2016WRK00550Alternative Energy Projects

08/11/2016WRK00600198. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide copies of the environmental appropriate assessment 
and the environmental impact assessment reports for the original ten year foreshore lease grant-
ed to the Marine Institute in 2006 for the wave energy test site in Spiddal, County Galway; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33470/16]

08/11/2016WRK00700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): In 2006, the then Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources 
was responsible for the regulation of the foreshore under the 1933 Foreshore Act.  The applica-
tion for the original 10 year lease was processed by that Department.  Following a search of the 
foreshore records, my Department has not been able to locate the environmental assessment 
reports requested in respect of the granting of the 2006 lease.  Therefore at this point in time, it 
is not possible to provide the information requested.

My Department will make further enquires to include the Departments who held responsi-
bility for the foreshore function at the time of the original application in 2005 and will subse-
quently contact the Deputy on the outcome of these further searches.
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08/11/2016WRK00750Alternative Energy Projects

08/11/2016WRK00800199. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the reason the UNESCO world heritage Burren and Cliffs of Moher site 
was excluded from the environmental impact assessment screening process in relation to a fore-
shore lease application (details supplied) to construct an offshore electricity generating station 
on Galway Bay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33471/16]

08/11/2016WRK00900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department is currently awaiting comments from the applicant in respect of 
the 555 public submissions received by my Department during the public consultation period 
before undertaking any such assessment.  The next stage in the process is that the Marine Li-
cence Vetting Committee (MLVC), an ad hoc multi-disciplinary advisory body, will undertake 
a technical evaluation of the application and the accompanying supporting documentation.  All 
aspects of the application and its supporting documentation together with any issues raised 
by the public, prescribed bodies or other interests will be carefully considered by the MLVC  
within the context of the applicable legislative framework (including EIA and Appropriate As-
sessment legislation).

08/11/2016WRK00950Local Authority Housing

08/11/2016WRK01000200. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the number of local authority residential units sold to private buyers in each of the 
years from 1960 to date in 2016, in tabular form. [33474/16]

08/11/2016WRK01100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The information requested is not available in my Department.  Information on the 
number of local authority dwellings sold under tenant purchase schemes is available on my De-
partment’s website at: http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/social-and-affordble/other-
local-authority-housing-scheme-statistics.

08/11/2016WRK01150Housing Data

08/11/2016WRK01200201. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government when the last value for money review into the relative cost effectiveness of rent 
supplement and other private rented social housing schemes versus direct public provision of 
social housing was completed; the outcome of that review; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33478/16]

08/11/2016WRK01300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): It is a clear priority of the Government to maximise delivery of social housing to 
cater for the greatest level of need, while also achieving value for money.  The provision of so-
cial housing is carried out by local authorities and Approved Housing bodies (AHBs) through 
a range of delivery methods, including construction, acquisition, leasing and other approaches, 
which allow local authorities, as housing authorities, to respond flexibly to meet local demand 
and operate within local property circumstances. The operation of the rent supplement scheme 
is a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Social Protection.  The Government’s Rebuilding 
Ireland: An Action Plan For Housing and Homelessness published in July 2016 recognises the 
need to significantly increase the level and scale of supports available to those whose circum-
stances mean they need State help in meeting their housing needs. The Action Plan allows for 
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a broad range of flexible delivery mechanisms including an accelerated and expanded social 
housing construction programme. The Action Plan sets an ambitious target to deliver 47,000 
units of social housing in the period to 2021, while at the same time making the best use of the 
existing housing stock and laying the foundations for a more vibrant and responsive private 
rented sector. Of the 47,000 units-  

- 26,000 will be exclusively built as social housing;

- 11,000 will be acquired by Local Authorities and Approved Housing Bodies from the mar-
ket or the Housing Agency; and

- 10,000 will be leased by Local Authorities and Approved Housing Bodies.

I have secured €5.35 billion exchequer investment to deliver these 47,000 new social hous-
ing units over the period of the Action Plan.  This €5.35 billion investment comprises some 
€4.5 billion in capital funding and €844 million in support of programmes funded from current 
expenditure, specifically the Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme (SHCEP).  This 
significant capital investment will assist local authorities and AHBs to continue their re-engage-
ment in substantial social housing construction activity.

A number of financial and economic studies carried out support the rationale for the provi-
sion of social housing through mechanisms such as the leasing and renting of privately owned 
accommodation. In 2010, the Comptroller and Auditor General (C&AG) published a specific 
chapter (Chapter 23 of the C&AG’s 2009 Annual Report) relating to the leasing of social hous-
ing. In addition, a financial appraisal of the long-term costs of leasing in comparison with 
other social housing delivery options, commissioned by my Department was carried out by 
the Housing Agency in 2011. Both the C&AG findings and the study commissioned by my 
Department broadly indicated that leasing represents good value for money in social housing 
provision when compared to direct market acquisition or construction of units. A copy of the 
Housing Agency report entitled Comparative Financial Appraisal of the Projected Long-Term 
Costs of Social Housing Delivery Mechanisms is available on the Housing Agency’s website at: 
https://www.housingagency.ie/Housing/meia/Media/PDFs/11-11-15-Comparative-Financial-
Appraisal-of-Long-Term-Costs_Social-housing.pdf.

The introduction of the new Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) was underpinned by an 
economic assessment which was submitted to Government in 2013 and informed the Govern-
ment’s decision to initiate the HAP scheme at that time.

I continue to keep all of the social housing delivery mechanisms under review to ensure that 
they remain relevant and are meeting the needs of citizens in a cost effective way.

08/11/2016WRK01350Traveller Accommodation

08/11/2016WRK01400202. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if he will report on the drawdown of funds to local authorities designated 
for accommodation for the Travelling community; if he has made contact with local authorities 
that have not used their full allocation; if he will take action to ensure accommodation needs for 
the Travelling community are met; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33583/16]

08/11/2016WRK01500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, housing 
authorities have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommodation needs of 
Travellers and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual Traveller Accom-
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modation Programmes (TAPs) in their areas.  My Department’s role is to ensure that there are 
adequate structures and supports in place to assist the authorities in providing such accommo-
dation, including a national framework of policy, legislation and funding.  The capital alloca-
tion in respect in respect of Traveller-specific accommodation for 2016 is €5.5 million, of which 
almost €1.73 million has been recouped to date.  Typically, the bulk of expenditure occurs in 
the last quarter of the year, having regard to lead in times for planning, design and construction 
of capital projects.  To ensure maximum expenditure and delivery of accommodation, local 
authorities submit quarterly profiles of expenditure to my Department.  These are monitored 
against actual expenditure and if a difficulty is identified in drawing down funding allocated 
for a particular scheme during the year, it is reallocated to another scheme.  Expenditure during 
2016 is being closely monitored and my Department is currently contacting every relevant local 
authority in order to ensure that drawdown is maximised.

My Department also provides current funding for accommodation-related supports to oper-
ate in tandem with the capital programme. Current funding of €4.3m is being provided in 2016. 
Over €3.2m has been recouped to local authorities in 2016 to date, of which €0.943m was self-
funded by local authorities from surplus Local Property Tax receipts. A similar level of current 
funding will be provided in 2017.

Capital funding of €9m is being provided for Traveller-specific accommodation in 2017, 
an increase of €3.5m (64%) on the 2016 allocation.  This is the second consecutive year that 
the Traveller Accommodation capital budget has been increased. Included in this is provision 
to assist local authorities with the costs of capital works arising from the fire safety review of 
Traveller-specific accommodation.

As regards the delivery of Traveller-specific accommodation and associated funding, the 
Programme for a Partnership Government commits to establishing a special working group to 
audit the current delivery and implementation of local authorities’ Traveller Accommodation 
Plans and consult with stakeholders on key areas of concern.  This commitment has been un-
derpinned in Rebuilding Ireland - Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, which provides 
for the commissioning by the Housing Agency of an expert, independent review of Traveller 
accommodation expenditure and delivery of units, having regard to the targets contained in the 
local authority Traveller Accommodation Programmes.  The review has commenced and is due 
to be completed in quarter two of 2017. The review will provide factual information and a key 
platform for the special working group to progress its work effectively.  The working group will 
be established as soon as possible after completion of the review.

08/11/2016WRK01550Local Authority Housing Funding

08/11/2016WRK01600203. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the allocations of funding of service providers under section 10 of the 1988 
Housing Act per year and per organisation for each of the years 2012 to date in 2016, in tabular 
form. [33616/16]

08/11/2016WRK01700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a na-
tional framework of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities 
in addressing homelessness at local level.  In accordance with section 37 (2) of the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of 
homeless services, including accommodation, rests with individual housing authorities.  While 
my Department provides funding to housing authorities towards the operational costs of home-
less services and accommodation under Section 10 of the Housing Act, 1988, it does not con-
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tract or fund any services directly and the details requested in the Question would, therefore, be 
a matter for individual housing authorities.

08/11/2016WRK01750Housing for People with Disabilities Provision

08/11/2016WRK01800204. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, 
Community and Local Government if his Department has produced a new statement of strategy 
since May 2016; and if so, the measures in it to support persons with disabilities. [33634/16]

08/11/2016WRK01900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): In accordance with the Public Service Management Act 1997, each Department or 
Office must prepare and submit a Statement of Strategy to their Minister within six months 
of the appointment of a new Minister.  My Department has prepared a new draft Statement of 
Strategy which I expect will be published later this month, subject to my approval.

The draft strategy statement has been drawn up in accordance with guidelines issued by the 
Department of the Taoiseach which note that each statement should have particular regard to 
the Programme for a Partnership Government (PPG).  In so far as my Department is concerned, 
the PPG makes specific reference to the housing needs of people with disabilities and you can 
expect to see that commitment reflected in the new Statement of Strategy.

Once approved, the strategy will be published in Irish and English and a copy will be laid 
before the Houses of the Oireachtas.

08/11/2016WRK01950Housing for People with Disabilities Provision

08/11/2016WRK02000205. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local Government if his Department has received the additional funding necessary 
to ensure the long term funding of local authorities in respect of the increased demands being 
imposed upon them consequent to the Department of Health’s combined policies of decongre-
gation and implementation of the social care model for adults with a learning disability; if his 
Department completed projections as to the extent of the extra costs involved for local authori-
ties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33667/16]

08/11/2016WRK02100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The National Housing Strategy for People with a Disability (NHSPWD) 2011-2016 
and the associated National Implementation Framework are joint publications by my Depart-
ment and the Department of Health, and set out the Government’s broad framework for the 
delivery of housing for people with disabilities.  They were developed as part of a coherent 
framework in conjunction with the Government’s mental health policy and Congregated Set-
tings Report.  De-congregation is a policy matter for the Department of Health who, in conjunc-
tion with the Health Service Executive (HSE), decide which institutions close and which clients 
are appropriate to community living with required supports.  The ongoing health, home care 
and other supports for individuals, under the remit of the HSE, are essential components that fa-
cilitate this objective.  The provision of appropriate housing is another component of the wider 
strategy, and this element is supported by my Department in accordance with the NHSPWD.

Since 2013, €1 million has been provided by my Department to support the on-going transi-
tion of people with disabilities from congregated settings and I have secured equivalent funding 
for 2017.  In addition, to help accelerate progress, my Department has provided ring-fenced 
funding of €10 million in 2016 under the Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS), specifically for 
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the provision of housing for people with disabilities who are moving out of congregated set-
tings into community based living arrangements. CAS funding will also be available to provide 
housing for people with disabilities in the community more generally that is not specifically 
targeted at deinstitutionalisation.  The CAS provides funding of up to 100% to Approved Hous-
ing Bodies for the provision of independent living accommodation to meet the needs of people 
requiring specific categories of needs, including those with disabilities.  Further capital will be 
available in 2017 for housing provision for people with disabilities.  This is additional to capital 
funding which is being provided separately by the Minister for Health.

08/11/2016WRK02150Housing Provision

08/11/2016WRK02200206. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local Government the status of developments at a housing scheme (details supplied) 
in County Monaghan; if funding has been allocated for this community facility; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33696/16]

08/11/2016WRK02300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department has already provided €2.3 million through the Capital Assistance 
Scheme to Monaghan County Council for the construction of 18 units of accommodation by an 
approved housing body in County Monaghan.  This is the first phase of the scheme concerned 
and is made up of 10 two bed units and an 8 unit group home.  I understand that this phase is 
largely complete and 10 of the 18 units have tenants allocated to them.  A final account and 
post project review for this phase is awaited from Monaghan County Council.  A request has 
also been submitted by Monaghan County Council on behalf of the approved housing body in 
question for capital funding for the construction of two additional units of accommodation and 
a communal facility on the site.  I am keen to support the project and I look forward to receiving 
further details in respect of Phase 2 of the scheme.

08/11/2016WRK02350Library Projects

08/11/2016WRK02400207. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the costings for the open library pilot project in County Offaly; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [33700/16]

08/11/2016WRK02500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The ‘My Open Library’ service is an initiative under Opportunities for All, the 
national public library strategy 2013-2017.  It forms part of the overall strategy to address cus-
tomer demand and grants members the freedom and flexibility to use the library at the hours 
that suit them best.  The initial ‘My Open Library’ pilot was introduced in three branches, 
namely, Tullamore and Banagher Libraries in Offaly and Tubbercurry Library in Sligo.  The 
cost of introducing the service in Offaly was €80,950.  My Department provided a contribution 
of €56,000 towards these costs.  A breakdown of the costs is provided in the following table.

Description of costs Costs 
Self Service Access/hardware management 
software to control access control/lights/
CCTV/alarms 

€ 40,000 

RFID/Self service kiosk/Security gates € 19,000 
Staff/Project Management/Security € 8,000 
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Description of costs Costs 
ICT staff costs /firewall and SIP works/Se-
curity, Wifi 

€ 7,050 

Self service/mobile print/PC reservation € 6,900 
€ 80,950 

08/11/2016WRK02550Water and Sewerage Schemes

08/11/2016WRK02600208. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 81 of 26 October 2016, if there are 
regulations for the storage of sludge in respect of possible dangers to neighbours of the storage 
facilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33702/16]

08/11/2016WRK02700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Provisions for the management and storage of organic fertiliser are contained in 
water protection and waste management legislation.  Ireland’s third National Nitrates Action 
Programme is given legal effect by the consolidated European Union (Good Agricultural Prac-
tice for Protection of Waters) Regulations 2014.  The objective of the Regulations is to protect 
ground and surface waters, including drinking water sources, primarily through the manage-
ment of livestock manures and other fertilisers.  The Regulations set out the legal requirement 
for farmers to comply with good agricultural practice in the management of all fertilisers on 
their farms, including manures, slurries and sludge, and to ensure that they are stored in a man-
ner that prevents run-off or seepage.

Furthermore, under the Waste Management (Registration of Sewage Sludge Facility) Regu-
lations 2010, a local authority can issue certificates of registration for sewage sludge facilities 
registered in its functional area.  Among the conditions that can be attached to such a certificate 
of registration is a requirement concerning the integrity of all storage tanks or storage bays and 
their maintenance and checking by a certified expert at reasonable intervals.

08/11/2016WRK02750Pyrite Remediation Programme

08/11/2016WRK02800209. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the situation with regard to the categorisation of houses for pyrite remedia-
tion by the NSAI; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that there is a contention among 
home owners that their homes will fall short of these new guidelines and remain not remediated 
while their neighbours may have been remediated; if his attention has further been drawn to the 
distress that home owners are suffering as a result of this; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33779/16]

08/11/2016WRK02900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Damien English): The Pyrite Resolution Act 2013 provides for the making 
of a pyrite remediation scheme by the Pyrite Resolution Board for certain dwellings affected 
by significant pyrite damage.  The pyrite remediation scheme is a scheme of “last resort” and is 
limited in its application and scope. The full conditions for eligibility under the scheme are set 
out in the scheme, which is available on the Board’s website www.pyriteboard.ie.

The scheme is applicable to dwellings which are subject to significant damage attributable 
to pyritic heave established in accordance with I.S. 398-1:2013 - Reactive pyrite in sub-floor 
hardcore material – Part 1: Testing and categorisation protocol.  It is a condition of eligibility 
under the scheme that an application to the Board must be accompanied by a Building Condi-
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tion Assessment with a Damage Condition Rating of 2.  Dwellings which do not have a Dam-
age Condition Rating of 2 are not eligible to apply under the scheme. There are no proposals to 
amend eligibility criteria.

In late 2015, the National Standards Authority of Ireland commenced a review of I.S. 398-
1:2013 in the light of practical experience since the standard was first introduced in January 
2013.  This standard sets out the national procedures for the assessment of pyritic damage and 
for the testing of pyrite in the subfloor hardcore material of dwellings and is a key document in 
both the operation of the Pyrite Resolution Act 2013 and the pyrite remediation scheme.  My 
Department understands that  a draft of the revision of I.S. 398-1:2013 was recently announced 
for public consultation by the National Standards Authority of Ireland.  It is open to any in-
terested party to register and submit their comments on the draft document through the Your 
Standards Your Say weblink at http://www.nsainep.ie/Home/DocComment/7716.

08/11/2016WRK02950Housing Issues

08/11/2016WRK03000210. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the reason his Department has an underspend of €90 million in capital ex-
penditure at end of October 2016; the way he proposes to ensure that money allocated primarily 
to address housing need is spent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33852/16]

08/11/2016WRK03100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Revised Estimates Volume for Public Services 2016, published by the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform in December 2015, provided for gross capital expen-
diture of €545 million in respect of my Department in 2016.  Following the transfer of func-
tions from my Department in 2016 to the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs and the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment, 
the gross capital allocation to my Department in 2016 stands at €473m.  In addition, €32m is 
available for capital spending in my Department in 2016 following a carryover of unspent fund-
ing from 2015 giving a total available capital of €505m in 2016.  Spending at the end of last 
week in respect of capital programmes in my Department stood at €217m.  I expect significant 
further expenditure to take place by end 2016; traditionally, a very significant proportion of the 
Department’s capital spend takes place in the final months of the year when projects and initia-
tives come to a conclusion.  If any savings emerge in the finalisation of Department spending in 
2016, consideration will be given, in consultation with the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform, to the appropriate use of the resources concerned.

08/11/2016WRK03150Clár na mBéilí Scoile

08/11/2016WRK03200211. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den an Aire Coimirce Sóisialaí an ndéanfar bre-
ithniú ar iarratas atá fós le cur isteach ag scoil i gContae Dhún na nGall (sonraí tugtha) chun 
bheith páirteach i Scéim na mBéilí Scoile; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh.  [33264/16]

08/11/2016WRK03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Cuireann clár na mbéilí scoile 
maoiniú ar fáil chun seirbhísí bia a sholáthar do scoileanna agus d’eagraíochtaí, rud a théann 
chun tairbhe do bhreis agus 200,000 leanbh ar chostas iomlán €42 mhilliún sa bhliain 2016.  
D’fhógair mé, mar chuid de Cháinaisnéis na Bliana 2017, €5.7 milliún sa bhreis i dtaca leis na 
béilí scoile, rud a mhéadaigh an maoiniú go dtí €47.7 milliún.

Is é is cuspóir leis an scéim ná bia cothaitheach rialta a chur ar fáil do leanaí nach mbíonn 
in ann leas iomlán a bhaint as an oideachas a sholáthraítear dóibh, de dheasca easpa bia ard-
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chaighdeáin.  Tá tosaíocht ó thaobh na n-iarratas nua ar an maoiniú tugtha do scoileanna atá mar 
chuid de thionscnamh na Roinne Oideachais agus Scileanna do scoileanna faoi mhíbhuntáiste 
“An Comhionannas Deise sna Scoileanna a Sheachadadh” (DEIS) i gcomhréir le Creatlach an 
Pholasaí Náisiúnta do Leanaí agus do Dhaoine Óga, Torthaí Níos Fearr, Todhchaí Níos Gile.  
Cuireann an maoiniú breise a tugadh i gCáinaisnéis na Bliana 2017 soláthar áirithe ar fáil i leith 
shíneadh na scéime go dtí clubanna bricfeasta i scoileanna nach den DEIS iad ó Mheán Fómhair 
2017.

Bainfidh breis agus 50,000 leanbh tairbhe as an maoiniú méadaithe i dtaca le clár na mbéilí 
scoile, ina gcuirfear bricfeastaí agus lónta ar fáil, agus a mhéadóidh de €5.7 milliún go dtí €47.7 
milliún sa bhliain 2017.  As an méid seo, cuirfear tuairim agus 35,000 bricfeasta scoile sa bhreis 
ar fáil i scoileanna nach den DEIS iad ó thús na scoilbhliana nua sa bhliain 2017.

Ós rud é nach scoil DEIS í an scoil ar thagair an Teachta di, ní féidir í a bhreithniú ó thaobh 
mhaoiniú na mbéilí scoile i leith na bliana acadúla reatha.  Tá na roghanna ó thaobh maoiniú 
a chur ar fáil do scoileanna nach den DEIS iad i leith na chéad scoilbhliana eile á scrúdú ag 
oifigigh mo Roinne.

Tá súil agam go soiléiríonn sé seo an scéal don Teachta.

08/11/2016WRK03350National Lottery Funding Disbursement

08/11/2016WRK03400212. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection if National Lot-
tery funding is available at present through his Department to support the work of community 
groups; if so, if there are specific programmes eligible for grant assistance; the details of same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33278/16]

08/11/2016WRK03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): National lottery funding is not 
available through my Department. 

Details of Government Departments that do consider applications for lottery funding are 
available on the National Lottery website (www.lottery.ie).  Community groups seeking lottery 
funding should apply to the relevant Department.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

08/11/2016WRK03550Jobs Initiative

08/11/2016WRK03600213. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Social Protection if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that newly qualified teachers on casual temporary hours are required 
to take part in JobPath and Seetac training in areas not related to their chosen profession, in 
view of the fact that this would hinder their opportunity to accept short notice substitution or 
supervision hours; the number of JobPath and Seetac participants that are in this situation; the 
measures he is taking to ensure that appropriate discretion is used in processing such casual 
work social protection applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33288/16]

08/11/2016WRK03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): There is no restriction on un-
employed teachers taking up short notice substitution or supervision hours while in receipt 
of  employment support services under JobPath. Unemployed jobseekers who take up a short 
term work assignment are required to notify the Department of Social Protection of any such 
employment so that the appropriate adjustments can be made to their welfare payment.  If they 
are being supported under the JobPath service they should, in addition, notify their JobPath 
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provider so that it can take account of this work experience in identifying further employment 
opportunities for the person concerned.  

All jobseekers are required to engage with the department’s activation service and this ob-
ligation applies irrespective of whether the service is provided by the department’s own case 
officers or those employed by the Local Employment Service or by JobPath companies.  A job-
seeker’s payment is conditional on a person seeking employment and being willing to take up 
suitable employment. This condition applies to both full-time and part-time jobseekers.

In the case of the employment support service provided under the JobPath contracts the Job-
Path providers are remunerated on the basis of supporting people into sustained employment 
of at least 30 hours per week.  Fees are paid in respect of each period of 13 weeks of sustained 
employment up to a maximum of 4 payments or 52 weeks employment. The suitability of 
employment is a key factor in ensuring that jobs are sustainable. If people are not placed into 
suitable jobs they are less likely to remain in employment and the JobPath companies will get 
fewer fees. 

In general, jobseekers who have particular training and skills such as teachers, will be as-
sisted to find employment in their chosen area of work. However, where jobs in the chosen area 
of work are not available, jobseekers will be encouraged and assisted to find employment in 
other suitable areas of work where this is possible. 

My department has been advised by Seetec that the company has already been successful 
in placing a number of unemployed teachers into full-time teaching jobs.  My department does 
not have details of the number of newly qualified teachers who are engaging with the JobPath 
service.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRK03750Redundancy Payments

08/11/2016WRK03800214. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if it is now costing the 
taxpayer more after the decision of the Government to withdraw 60% rebate from statutory 
redundancy payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33310/16]

08/11/2016WRK03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): It is the statutory responsibility 
of employers to make redundancy payments to employees when their jobs cease to exist. Where 
an employer cannot pay redundancy due to financial difficulty or insolvency, payments can be 
made from the Social Insurance Fund under the redundancy payments scheme.

Up to 2011, a rebate of up to 60 per cent was paid to all employers who made statutory re-
dundancy payments. The rebate was initially reduced and then abolished with effect from Janu-
ary 2013. This decision was taken to reduce expenditure on the redundancy payments scheme 
for employers who otherwise could afford to make the payments. 

Claims under the redundancy payments scheme fell by over 70 per cent after the rebate 
was abolished, with the result that expenditure from the Social Insurance Fund was reduced 
from over €300 million in 2011 and 2012 to €126 million in 2013. In 2014 and 2015, claims 
and expenditure have continued to decrease, mainly because job losses have fallen (see table 
attached). 

It is clear that the decision to abolish the rebate has resulted in significant savings in expen-
diture and has helped to stabilise the Social Insurance Fund.
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I hope that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Table 1: Claims and Expenditure in the Redundancy Payments Scheme 2011 – 2015

Year Claims processed Expenditure
2011 49,762 €311.96m
2012 33,072 €301.76m
2013 14,088 €126.10m
2014 6,883 € 64.6m
2015 4,333 € 34.9m
(rebates and lump sums)

08/11/2016WRK03950Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

08/11/2016WRK04000215. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will address a 
matter (details supplied) regarding the community employment scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33317/16]

08/11/2016WRK04100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This case has been reviewed and 
it has been determined that the person concerned is eligible to apply for further participation on 
the community employment scheme. The person concerned has been contacted to inform him 
of the outcome of the review.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRL00200Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

08/11/2016WRL00300216. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person who was 
made redundant in May 2016 and received statutory redundancy in July 2016 is eligible for 
the back to education allowance on a level 8 course commencing in September 2017 where the 
person applies to the CAO for said course in November 2016; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33318/16]

08/11/2016WRL00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): A person wishing to pursue a 
course of study under the back to education allowance (BTEA) scheme must satisfy a number 
of conditions.  These include age, being in receipt of a qualifying social welfare payment for 
a specific period, pursuing a full-time course of study leading to a recognised qualification in 
a recognised college and progressing in the level of education with reference to the National 
Framework of Qualifications.  

Jobseekers awarded statutory redundancy under the Redundancy Payments Acts 1967–2012 
have access to the BTEA scheme immediately on being made redundant or within one year of 
the award of the statutory redundancy.  The jobseeker must establish an entitlement to a relevant 
social welfare payment immediately prior to commencement of an approved course of study.  
A jobseeker that opts for voluntary redundancy cannot be approved for BTEA under this provi-
sion.  

In general, the BTEA can be approved where the course of study leads to a higher qualifica-
tion on the National Framework of Qualifications other than that already held by the applicant 
up to a level 8.  
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For specific guidance on an individual case, a jobseeker should make an appointment to 
meet with a Departmental case officer in their local Intreo office.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

08/11/2016WRL00500Community Welfare Services Staff

08/11/2016WRL00600217. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection if community welfare 
officers who transferred from the HSE to his Department retained their Gaeltacht allowances 
if they had one; if these allowances were considered as part of the pay of CWOs for pension 
purposes; if not, the reason; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33350/16]

08/11/2016WRL00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The terms and conditions under 
which former Community Welfare staff transferred from the HSE to the Department of Social 
Protection, provided for the retention of the Gaeltacht allowance on a personal basis.  The al-
lowance is considered as part of pay for pension purposes.

08/11/2016WRL00800Departmental Staff Remuneration

08/11/2016WRL00900218. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection if community welfare 
officers that transferred into his Department from the HSE were given undertakings on transfer 
and that these CWOs were paying 5% pension contributions as long as they were with the HSE, 
something that civil servants at the time were not paying, they should now be reimbursed these 
contributions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33351/16]

08/11/2016WRL01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In line with Labour Court recom-
mendations LCR 20116, LCR 20117 and LCR 20116, the Community Welfare Officers (CWOs) 
transferred to the Department of Social Protection on the principle that their existing terms and 
conditions of employment would neither improve nor diminish by reason of the transfer.

During the course of the negotiations of the Public Service Stability Agreement (2013-
2016) the Public Service Executive Union (PSEU) raised grade assimilation issues relating to 
former CWOs.  It was agreed, as part of the aforementioned agreement that the parties would 
work towards resolving the position regarding the grade assimilation issues within the lifetime 
of the collective agreement.  Arising from talks on the Lansdowne Road Agreement, it was 
agreed that any anomalies relating to former HSE staff at PSEU member grades would be re-
solved with effect from 1 January 2016 on the understanding that agreement had been reached 
between the parties on all outstanding issues related to the matter.  These issues included that 
relating to former HSE staff who were pre-1995 entrants and who paid a pension contribution 
of 5% which was not paid by other pre-1995 HEOs.

Following negotiations between the Departments of Social Protection, Public Expenditure 
and Reform and the PSEU, agreement was reached in September 2015.  On foot of that agree-
ment, with effect from 1 January 2016, the requirement for pre-1995 former HSE staff to pay 
the pension contribution of 5% was removed and no retrospection applied.

  Question No. 219 withdrawn.

08/11/2016WRL01150State Pension (Contributory)



8 November 2016

225

08/11/2016WRL01200220. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will consider in-
cluding in the Social Welfare Bill provision for the small number of persons who are in receipt 
of the half rate pension for self-employed persons to increase the pension for those persons who 
have more than 260 full rate contributions but may have not had the full 520 contributions to 
give them a pension pro rata to their contributions for the ten years that it was possible to be 
in the system, as opposed to a half rate pension that they receive whereas some of them have 
contributions in excess of five full years and would entitle them to a higher pension, in view of 
the fact that this scheme was only introduced in April 1999; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33370/16]

08/11/2016WRL01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The State pension (contributory) 
is one of the State pension schemes, and its rate of payment is related to contributions made 
over years into the Social Insurance Fund.  As such, those with a stronger attachment to the 
workforce, who have paid more into that fund, are more likely to be paid under that scheme.  
There are a number of criteria which must be satisfied in order to qualify for a State pension 
contributory.  These include that the person must be aged 66 or over, and that they have at 
least 520 paid contributions, i.e., a minimum of 10 years of paid contributions.  Since 1961, 
when contributory pensions were first introduced, the ‘yearly average’ contributions test has 
been used in calculating the level of pension entitlement, where the total contributions paid or 
credited are divided by the number of years of the working life (from their entry into insurable 
employment up to the year prior to their reaching State pension age).

Social insurance contributions (Class S PRSI) were introduced for self-employed people on 
6 April 1988.  These contributions provide cover for self-employed people for long-term bene-
fits such as State pension (contributory) and widows/widowers pension (contributory).  In addi-
tion to the qualifying conditions above, a person must have paid self-employment contributions 
in respect of at least one contribution year prior to reaching age 66, and all self-employment 
contributions payable must have been paid in full.

There is also a State pension (contributory) half-rate pension for self-employed people.  The 
legislation providing for this partial pension came into effect from 9 April 1999 to provide a 
basic payment for groups who would not otherwise qualify for a contributory social welfare 
pension, and who did not satisfy the means test for the State pension (non-contributory).  In 
this case, the measure was designed to benefit self-employed people who were already over 56 
years of age when compulsory self-employed social insurance was introduced in 1988, who had 
not paid other contributions (such as voluntary contributions, or other contributions while in 
employment), and who could not therefore satisfy the condition of having entered insurance 10 
years before pension age.  The pension requires a minimum of 5 years contributions and is pay-
able at 50% of the standard rate.  The pension was seen as a reasonable response to the position 
of the self-employed who were in their late 50s when Class S contributions were introduced, 
and I believe most would agree that it represents good value for the contributions made  .  

It is worth noting that the most recently published Actuarial Review of the Social Insurance 
Fund found that the self-employed achieve very good value for money from the fund.

Where a person is unable to meet the qualifying conditions for a State pension (contribu-
tory), or is only eligible for a reduced rate of contributory pension, they may alternatively apply 
for State pension (non-contributory) amounting up to 95% of the maximum contributory pen-
sion rate which is subject to a means-test. 

It is the case, therefore, that a person in receipt of this pension, in addition to having made 
very little contribution to the Social Insurance Fund (which funds contributory pensions), would 
have significant other means, as otherwise they would be expected to receive the State pension 
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(non-contributory), at up to 95% the rate of the full contributory pension rate.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRL01400State Pension (Contributory) Applications

08/11/2016WRL01500221. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a State 
pension (contributory) was terminated in the case of a person (details supplied) when the pen-
sion is likely to be restored with any arrears due; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33374/16]

08/11/2016WRL01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): An application by the person 
concerned for state pension (contributory) was received on 16 September 2009. The person did 
not indicate in his application form that he had been self- employed, nor did his social insurance 
record contain any self-employment contributions.  Based on the person’s record as it stood, 
he satisfied the state pension (contributory) eligibility conditions and was awarded a pension, 
together with an increase for qualified adult, with effect from 28 December 2009.

In January 2010, it was noted from the Department’s self-employment system that the per-
son concerned had been assessed by Revenue as having a self-employment tax liability, with 
payments outstanding for the years 2003-2005, inclusive.  As the discharge of all assessed self-
employment liabilities is a key eligibility condition for state pension (contributory), follow-
ing a period of monitoring to check if the liability was paid, and noting that it had not been, a 
Deciding Officer suspended the payment of the person’s state pension under the relevant social 
welfare legislation, with effect from 27 May 2011.  The person was notified of the impending 
pension suspension in a letter issued on 28 April 2011 and advised to contact the Department in 
due course, when the liability had been fully paid.

Over the following years, the Department contacted Revenue periodically to check if the 
person had paid the outstanding liability, but was advised each time that it remained outstand-
ing.  In November 2016, Revenue confirmed that the liability had been paid. 

Accordingly, the pension has been reinstated with effect from the date of payment suspen-
sion, and the due arrears will issue shortly.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRL01700Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

08/11/2016WRL01800222. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason time on 
a VTOS course is not counted towards the qualifying period for the fuel allowance and the 
Christmas bonus; his plans to alter the requirements where some persons on the same course are 
receiving the benefits and others are not, depending on their days claiming before commencing 
the course; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33415/16]

08/11/2016WRL01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The fuel allowance is a payment 
of €22.50 per week for 26 weeks from October to April, to approximately 376,000 low income 
households. The estimated cost of the scheme in 2016 is €224 million.  The purpose of this pay-
ment is to assist these households with their energy costs.  The allowance represents a contribu-
tion towards the energy costs of a household.  It is not intended to meet those costs in full.  Only 
one allowance is paid per household.  
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The fuel allowance is a means tested payment, targeted at those who are more vulnerable 
to energy poverty, including those reliant on social protection payments for longer periods and 
who are unlikely to have additional resources of their own.  

VTOS is operated through local education and training boards who are funded by the De-
partment of Education and Science, and not by my Department, and so it is not a qualifying pay-
ment for fuel allowance or the Christmas bonus.  However to ensure that long term recipients of 
social protection payments are not financially worse off while participating on a VTOS course 
they are allowed retain secondary benefits such as the fuel allowance and the Christmas bonus.   

Any decision to allow persons on a VTOS course to accrue entitlement to the fuel allowance 
or Christmas bonus would have to be considered in the overall budgetary negotiations. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Minister.

08/11/2016WRL02000Carer’s Allowance Appeals

08/11/2016WRL02100223. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an appeal 
for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33425/16]

08/11/2016WRL02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): An application for carer’s allow-
ance (CA) was received from the person concerned on 29 January 2016.  

The application was disallowed on 2 June 2016.  The person concerned appealed this deci-
sion and the case was submitted to the Social Welfare Appeals office for determination on 22 
August 2016.  An appeals officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence has al-
lowed the appeal and the implementation of that decision is currently being processed. 

Once completed, the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRL02300Rent Supplement Scheme Data

08/11/2016WRL02400224. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will provide data on 
the percentage of all rent supplement claimants claiming rent supplement for, respectively, up 
to six months, six to 12 months, 12 to 18 months and more than 18 months in each of the years 
2005 to date in tabular form. [33479/16]

08/11/2016WRL02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Rent supplement plays a vital 
role in housing families and individuals, with the scheme currently supporting some 49,700 
recipients for which the Government has provided €267 million for in 2016.

The detailed data requested by the Deputy is published annually by my Department in the 
“Statistical Information on Social Welfare Services” report. The reports for years 2005 to 2014 
are available at www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Annual-Statistical-Information-Reports.aspx. The 
2015 report is also available on my Department’s website at http://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/
Annual-SWS-Statistical-Information-Report-2015.aspx  .

Statistics regarding recipient numbers under the scheme from 2005 to the present, and those 
in receipt of a rent supplement for 18 months or more as at the end of September 2016, are also 
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provided in the following tabular statements:

Rent Supplement:  Recipient Numbers - 2005 to Present

Year Recipients
2005 60,176
2006 59,861
2007 59,726
2008 74,038
2009 93,030
2010 97,260
2011 96,803
2012 87,684
2013 79,788
2014 71,533
2015 61,247
2016 49,735

 As at end October 2016

Rent Supplement - 18 Months plus Recipients by County at End Sept. 2016

COUNTY 18m+ RS %
CARLOW 485 670 72.39%
CAVAN 193 372 51.88%
CLARE 434 527 82.35%
CORK 3,989 5,393 73.97%
DONEGAL 472 533 88.56%
DUBLIN 16,648 21,131 78.78%
GALWAY 2,109 2,709 77.85%
KERRY 953 1,572 60.62%
KILDARE 2,277 2,762 82.44%
KILKENNY 324 367 88.28%
LAOIS 560 874 64.07%
LEITRIM 135 289 46.71%
LIMERICK 856 1,043 82.07%
LONGFORD 200 393 50.89%
LOUTH 866 994 87.12%
MAYO 882 1,166 75.64%
MEATH 889 1,137 78.19%
MONAGHAN 172 210 81.90%
OFFALY 543 613 88.58%
ROSCOMMON 339 582 58.25%
SLIGO 208 322 64.60%
TIPPERARY 807 1,069 75.49%
WATERFORD 552 706 78.19%
WESTMEATH 855 1,314 65.07%
WEXFORD 1,283 2,020 63.51%
WICKLOW 1,429 1,932 73.96%
Total 38,460 50,700 75.86%
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08/11/2016WRL02600Carer’s Allowance Applications

08/11/2016WRL02700225. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33491/16]

08/11/2016WRL02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on 28 September 2016.  
The application is currently being processed and once completed, the person concerned will be 
notified directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRL02900Social Welfare Benefits Waiting Times

08/11/2016WRL03000226. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
who are awaiting the processing of social protection payments (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33571/16]

08/11/2016WRL03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Department is committed 
to providing a quality service to all its customers. This includes ensuring that applications are 
processed and that decisions on entitlement are made as quickly as possible.

The figures you request for each scheme, as at 30 September 2016, are shown in the table 
below. 

Scheme Awaiting Decision Average weeks to award
Carer’s Allowance 4,146 14
Child Benefit 1,549 3
Disability Allowance 5,567 13
Invalidity Pension 2,053 11
One-Parent Family Payment 1,227 6
State Pension Non-Contrib-
utory 

1,913 15

Reducing waiting times is a priority for the Department and we are working hard to make 
this happen.  As part of its programme of service delivery modernisation, a range of initiatives 
aimed at streamlining the processing of claims, supported by modern technology, have been 
implemented by the Department in recent years.  In addition, staffing needs are regularly re-
viewed, having regard to workloads and the competing demands arising, to ensure that the best 
use is made of all available resources.  Where additional staffing is deployed to a scheme, such 
as has happened for carer’s allowance, there is a time-lag involved while those staff are trained 
and build up expertise.  The Department has seen a significant reduction in CA processing from 
22 weeks at the end of May to 14 weeks at the end of September and expects the processing 
times for schemes to reduce further over the next few months, as recently assigned staff get up 
to speed with the work involved in claim processing.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRL03200Social Welfare Benefits Waiting Times
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08/11/2016WRL03300227. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the procedures in place 
to deal with chronic waiting times for the processing of social protection payments especially 
the current 40 week wait for the processing of carer’s allowance; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33572/16]

08/11/2016WRL03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Department is committed 
to providing a quality service to all its customers. This includes ensuring that applications are 
processed and that decisions on entitlement are made as quickly as possible. 

The average waiting time for new carer’s allowance (CA) applications at the end of Septem-
ber was 14 weeks. This is  a significant reduction in CA processing from 22 weeks at the end of 
May to 14 weeks at the end of September and  we are working hard to ensure that the processing 
times reduce further, as recently assigned staff get up to speed with the work involved in claim 
processing. 

 At the end of September, there were 4,146 CA applications awaiting decision.  The volume 
of CA claims on hand  is a consequence of continued increased claim intake and the delays in 
processing are frequently caused by the customer failing to fully complete the claim form or 
failing to attach the supporting documentation that is requested on the application form.  

Reducing these waiting times is a priority for my Department and we are working hard to 
make this happen. As part of its programme of service delivery modernisation, a range of ini-
tiatives aimed at streamlining the processing of claims, supported by modern technology, have 
been implemented by the Department in recent years. My Department will continue to do all it 
can by improving procedures and the organisation of work to ensure that the processing times 
are reduced. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

08/11/2016WRL03500Farm Assist Scheme Payments

08/11/2016WRL03600228. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason the payment of 
farm assist was reduced substantially for a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33582/16]

08/11/2016WRL03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Following a review of the farm 
assist claim of the person concerned by the Department his means were assessed at €175 per 
week based on his 2015 accounts. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned 
together with the relevant Departmental papers were received by that office on 14 October 2015 
and that the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on 
the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

08/11/2016WRL03800Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

08/11/2016WRL03900229. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Social Protection when a claim for 
domiciliary care allowance will be processed in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [33620/16]

08/11/2016WRL04000Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
An application for domiciliary care allowance (DCA) was received from this lady on 9 August 
2016.  This application has been forwarded to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors for 
their medical opinion.  Following receipt of this opinion, a decision will be made by a Deciding 
Officer and notified to the applicant.  Applications are processed in date of receipt order.  It can 
currently take 16 weeks to process an application for DCA.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRL04100Departmental Strategy Statements

08/11/2016WRL04200230. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection if his 
Department has produced a new statement of strategy since May 2016; and if so, the measures 
in it to support persons with disabilities. [33628/16]

08/11/2016WRL04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Department of Social Pro-
tection has prepared a Statement of Strategy 2016-2019 which will be published when finalised.  
The draft Statement of Strategy takes account of the views submitted though the consultation 
process and is fully aligned with the commitments in the Programme for a Partnership Govern-
ment and broader Government policy. 

As in the previous Statement of Strategy 2015 - 2017, the new Strategy will continue to 
focus on putting clients, including those with disabilities, at the centre of services and policies.

08/11/2016WRL04400Social Welfare Offices

08/11/2016WRL04500231. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if an appoint-
ment will be facilitated in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33659/16]

08/11/2016WRL04600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The person concerned has been 
contacted and advised that she may attend the Newbridge Intreo Office on any Monday or 
Thursday; no appointment is necessary. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRL04700Social Welfare Benefits Data

08/11/2016WRL04800232. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Social Protection the full year cost in 
2017 of the proposed increases in social protection payments; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33744/16]

08/11/2016WRL04900233. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Social Protection the start dates for the 
relevant increases in each weekly social protection payment for 2017; the projected cost in 2017 
of this increase for each payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33745/16]

08/11/2016WRL05000234. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Social Protection the start date of each 
policy change announced at the budget; the cost of each in 2017; the full year projected cost for 
each measure in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33746/16]
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08/11/2016WRL05100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
232 to 234, inclusive, together.

The information sought by the Deputy is outlined in the following tables:

Table 1: Effective dates of operation of increases in weekly rates of payment, 2017 

Date Increases in weekly rates of payment
8 March - Jobseeker’s Allowance (other than 

Jobseeker’s Transition payment) - Pre-
retirement allowance - Farm Assist

9 March - Jobseeker’s Benefit- Carer’s 
Allowance recipients aged 66 and over- 
Deserted Wife’s Benefit recipients aged 66 
and over

10 March - State pension (contributory)- 
Widow/er’s, surviving civil partner’s (con-
tributory) pension recipients aged 66 and 
over- Death benefit pension recipients 
aged 66 and over- State pension (non-
contributory)

13 March - Illness Benefit- Health and 
Safety Benefit - Injury Benefit- 
Supplementary Welfare Allowance

15 March - Disability Allowance
16 March - Invalidity Pension- Carer’s Ben-

efit - Deserter Wife’s Benefit under the 
age of 66- Carer’s Allowance recipi-
ents under the age of 66- One-parent 
family payment (other than where payable 
in respect of a widow, widower or surviv-
ing civil partner) - Jobseeker’s Transi-
tion payment- Deserted Wife’s Allowance- 
Prisoner’s Wife’s Allowance

17 March - Widow/er’s, surviving civil partner’s 
(contributory) pension recipients under the 
age of 66 - Death benefit pension recipi-
ents under the age of 66 - Guardian’s 
payment (contributory and non-contributo-
ry) - Disablement pension and disable-
ment gratuity- Blind pension- Widow/er’s, 
surviving civil partner’s (non-contributory) 
pension - One-parent family payment 
(payable in respect of a widow, widower or 
surviving civil partner)

It should be noted that some schemes are paid in arrears e.g. jobseeker’s allowance, while 
others are paid in advance e.g. State pension contributory. The effective dates above are includ-
ed in the Social Welfare Bill published last Friday. The Department also operates a number of 
non-statutory schemes, mostly in relation to employment and education supports.  The weekly 
rate increases for these schemes will apply over the course of the week 13th to 17th   March 
inclusive.  The start dates of the other Budget measures are outlined in Table 3 below.
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Table 2: Cost of increases in weekly rates of payment, 2017 

Payment Total €m
Social Insurance Schemes
State Pension (Contributory) 81.00
Widow/er’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s 
(Con) Pension

24.80

Deserted Wife’s Benefit 1.35
Invalidity Pension                                      12.97
Guardian’s Payment (Contributory) 0.76
Death Benefit Pension 0.13
Disablement Pension 1.24
Illness Benefit 11.70
Injury Benefit 0.28
Incapacity Supplement 0.22
Jobseeker’s Benefit 7.37
Carer’s Benefit 0.57
Health and Safety Benefit 0.01
Maternity & Adoptive Benefit 4.40

Social Assistance Schemes
State Pension (Non Con) 20.88
Blind Person’s Pension                            0.28
Widow/ers or Surviving Civil Partner’s 
(Non-Con) Pension                    

0.31

Deserted Wife’s Allowance 0.03
One-Parent Family Payment                     8.58
Carer’s Allowance                                     7.86
Half Rate Carer’s Allowance 3.08
Guardian’s Payment (Non-Contributory) 0.31
Jobseeker’s Allowance 47.52
Pre-Retirement Allowance 0.06
Disability Allowance 28.17
Farm Assist 2.20
Back to Work Enterprise Allowance 2.76
Back to Education Allowance 2.29
Part Time Job Incentive 0.02
Community Employment Programme 5.52
TÚS - Community Work Placement 2.12
Rural Social Scheme 0.73
JobBridge - National Internship 0.50
Jobs Initiative 0.37
Gateway 0.35
Supplementary Welfare Allowance 3.72
TOTAL 284.5
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Table 3: Summary of new DSP measures, Budget 2017.

Measures 2017 Cost (€m) 2018 cost (€m)
€5 Weekly Rate increases
Increase the weekly rates 
of payment €5 per week for 
pensioners and recipients 
aged under 66, with propor-
tional increases for qualified 
adults and those on reduced 
rates. 

284.5 349

Social Insurance Improve-
ments for the Self-Employed
Social insurance cover for 
self-employed will be ex-
tended to dental and optical 
benefits [March 2017] and 
Invalidity Pension [Decem-
ber 2017].

5 27.5

Treatment Benefits
The Dental Benefit scheme 
will be expanded to in-
clude an annual free scale 
and polish and the Optical 
Benefit scheme will include 
the option of either free 
spectacles or a contribution 
(€42) towards the cost of 
upgraded spectacles. These 
measures will apply to both 
insured employees and self-
employed. [October 2017]

9 47

Farmers
Improvements in the means 
testing arrangements for 
lower-income farmers 
on Farm Assist including 
farm families with children 
[March 8, 2017] and ex-
pansion of the Rural So-
cial scheme by 500 places 
[2017].

10.5 17

Lone Parents
Increase of €20 per week 
in the income disregard for 
One Parent Family Payment 
and the Jobseeker’s Transi-
tion payment, from €90 to 
€110 per week [January 
2017].

9 9
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Children
Increase for School Meals 
scheme [2017]. 

3 8

People with Disabilities
New funding for projects 
to provide pre-activation 
supports for people with dis-
abilities [2017].

2 2

Miscellaneous Improve-
ments
Including the introduction 
of a cost of education allow-
ance for Back to Education 
recipients with children 
(Sept., 2017), increasing 
the €166 Back to Education 
Allowance weekly rate for 
people under 26 to €188 
[Sept., 2017], additional 
funding for the Community 
Services programme [2017], 
introducing payment of the 
Carer’s Allowance for 12 
weeks where care recipients 
enters a nursing home [Jan 
2017] etc.

7 9

Total 330 468.5

08/11/2016WRL05200Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

08/11/2016WRL05300235. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection his views on the 
hardship caused by the means assessments conducted on social protection payments whereby 
part of a person’s income is derived from payments received from non-European monetary 
union, EMU, states, in particular, the UK; if he has updated the rate of conversion to reflect the 
decline in the value of sterling; the current exchange rate used in assessing means as provided 
for under Article 107 of Council Regulation (EEC) No. 574/72 on Social Security for Migrant 
Workers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33766/16]

08/11/2016WRL05400236. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection if the request for 
a review and the processing backlogs will impact on the quarterly average sterling value used, 
in view of the fact that the position has changed rapidly in the past two quarters; the method 
by which he manages the internal process; if he applies the sterling value at the date of receipt 
or at the date of processing in case of an increase in review requests as sterling continues to 
decrease in value against the euro (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33768/16]

08/11/2016WRL05500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
235 and 236 together.

Social Assistance payments act as a safety net for people who have insufficient income and 
who do not qualify for a contributory payment.  The use of a means test is to ensure that scarce 
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resources are directed to those in greatest need.  

Payments from the United Kingdom (UK) are assessed as income under current legisla-
tion.  In assessing means derived from payments received from non-European Monetary Union 
(EMU) States, the Department uses the conversion mechanism provided for under Article 107 
of Council Regulation (EEC) No. 574/72 on Social Security for Migrant Workers.  The ex-
change rates for converting sterling and other non EMU currencies are published quarterly in 
the Official Journal of the European Union.  The Department obtains this rate at the beginning 
of each quarter and uses it in all conversions during the course of that quarter irrespective of 
whether the value of the currency concerned rises or falls in that period.  The conversion rates 
published in 2016, which are reflective of the changes in the value of sterling, are  Q1: 1.36450;   
Q2: 1.32523;   Q3: 1.26216;   Q4: 1.18898.

In the case of a new claim, when calculating the value of a sterling payment, the conversion 
rate used is that applicable to the quarter in which the effective date of the claim falls.  

It is open to any person in receipt of a social assistance payment to request that his/her en-
titlement be reviewed if they wish.  It is important to note, however, that any such review will 
involve a full reassessment of all of the customer’s means to ensure that the person continues 
to receive the correct payment in line with their overall entitlement and such reviews cannot of 
their nature just focus on the income derived from the UK.  When conducting such a review, the 
conversion rate used is that applicable to the date of last increase in the sterling payment of the 
UK State Pension or the rate applicable in a subsequent quarter if that rate has been published 
by the date of the decision and is more favourable to the customer. 

Following the outcome of the UK referendum, negotiations on the UK’s future relationship 
with the EU will take time.  In the interim, it is important to stress that all payments made by the 
Department of Social Protection, including those to recipients who are resident in Britain and 
Northern Ireland, and payments from the UK to residents in Ireland, will continue to be paid.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRM00150Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

08/11/2016WRM00200237. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the stage at which 
a person must make a disclosure in respect of property which is expected to be inherited but 
which is currently under probate administration for the purposes of calculating the means of a 
person; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33770/16]

08/11/2016WRM00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In assessing means for social as-
sistance payments, account is taken of the income and the value of property, including capital, 
of the claimant and his or her spouse/partner.  Social welfare legislation provides that the yearly 
value of property (including capital) owned but not personally used or enjoyed is assessable for 
means testing purposes.  Such property includes all monies held in financial institutions or oth-
erwise, the market value of shares as well as houses and premises owned by a claimant which 
may or may not be put to commercial use.  However, it does not include property such as the 
family home a person is personally using or enjoying i.e. residing in or, for example, a premises 
used by the claimant in carrying out a business. 

In order for property to be assessable for means purposes, it must be owned by a claimant 
(or his or his spouse/partner, where applicable).  In this regard, a property which is under pro-
bate administration is not assessable for means testing purposes.  A claimant should advise the 
Department of any increase in their means as soon as probate is granted. 
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However, where a person is in beneficial occupation of a property and is carrying out a busi-
ness thereon e.g. farming, the income from such a business may be assessable despite the fact 
that probate has not as yet been granted.  Claimants should notify the Department where this is 
the case.

08/11/2016WRM00350Personal Micro Credit Scheme

08/11/2016WRM00400238. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Social Protection the steps the Govern-
ment is taking to actively promote the expansion of personal micro-credit, PMC, schemes to all 
credit unions and, in particular, the reason there has been little or no advertisement or publicity 
given to same as Christmas is approaching, in view of the high success of the pilot scheme with 
the credit union movement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33863/16]

08/11/2016WRM00500239. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of new 
credit unions which have signed up to the personal micro credit pilot scheme; if there has been 
a slowdown, the delays and obstacles that exist; the way in which they are being addressed by 
his department; the position on the limit on the number of loans a person can take out which 
appears to prevent a customer from taking out a third loan notwithstanding that such a customer 
would have repaid their earlier loans (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [33864/16]

08/11/2016WRM00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
238 and 239 together.

A Personal Micro Credit Scheme providing for small scale loans by Credit Unions to bor-
rowers who have difficulty accessing low cost credit has been piloted in 30 credit unions.  The 
loans under the scheme range from €100 to a maximum of €2,000, and have a maximum inter-
est rate of 12% per annum.  Over 1,200 loans were drawn down under the Scheme during the 
pilot with an overall value of over €720,000.  The average individual loan value drawn down 
was €500.  The focus of the pilot scheme was social welfare recipients who availed of the loans 
from their Credit Union and were facilitated, with their consent, in the repayment of such loans 
through the Household Budgeting facility, operated by An Post.  The deductions from their 
weekly social welfare payments were then transmitted on to the relevant Credit Union. 

The Programme for a Partnership Government provides for the rollout and extension of 
the Personal Microcredit Scheme.  Following an evaluation of the pilot, the Implementation 
Group, which is chaired by my Department and comprises all relevant stakeholders, is working 
towards this aim.  

Incremental progress is being made towards extending the geographical coverage of the 
Personal Micro Credit Scheme through efforts to recruit Credit Unions to participate in the 
scheme.  To help with this I have written to all Credit Union Chairpersons and Managers to en-
courage their participation.  This is being followed up with engagement with the Credit Union 
representative bodies and individual credit unions.

Almost 80 Credit Unions are currently signed up to participate in the scheme, which will 
result in the availability of the It Makes Sense loan in almost 150 local Credit Union offices.  
While coverage is increasing, planned Credit Union mergers and internal resource constraints 
are impacting on the decision or timing of some Credit Unions joining the scheme.

While the pilot scheme was targeted towards social welfare customers with access to the 
Household Budgeting facility, the scheme has been extended to social welfare recipients who 
receive their payment electronically into accounts in financial institutions, provided the loan 
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repayments are made by direct debit or standing order to the credit union.  

A number of other enhancements to the scheme are under consideration, including exten-
sion of the Household Budgeting facility to borrowers transitioning to small loans under the 
credit unions’ normal lending policies.  The Implementation Group is working through these 
enhancements and they will be incorporated into the scheme when finalised and the appropriate 
structures are in place.  

In regard to advertising, the Implementation Group has decided that the most appropriate 
approach is to promote the availability of the It Makes Sense loan at a local level, in the areas 
where Credit Unions are participating in the scheme.  The Irish League of Credit Unions, which 
has representation on the Implementation Group, is actively supporting local Credit Unions in 
marketing the scheme through the provision of posters, leaflets and raising awareness in local 
media.  The availability of the scheme is also promoted at a local level by the Money Advice 
and Budgeting Service and St. Vincent de Paul which also have representation on the Imple-
mentation Group. 

The list of participating Credit Unions is updated regularly on the website for the It Makes 
Sense loan scheme at www.itmakessenseloan.ie/participating-credit-unions and on the It Makes 
Sense Facebook page.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRM00650Foreign Conflicts

08/11/2016WRM00700240. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he or his 
officials have met or requested a meeting with the Russian ambassador. [33245/16]

08/11/2016WRM00800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I met the Russian 
Ambassador on 24 October to convey my grave concerns at the appalling events in Syria and 
Aleppo in particular.  During the meeting, I urged that Russia use all its influence to end the 
bombardment of Aleppo and to make every effort to ensure that civilians in Syria are granted 
full protection of their rights. 

I also expressed my disappointment at the lack of progress in the recent Lausanne talks 
and reaffirmed Ireland’s support for a Syrian-owned and Syrian-led political process to end the 
conflict.   

I asked Ambassador Peshkov to relay these concerns to his authorities in Moscow.  

In addition to my meeting, at my direction, two senior officials in my Department met with 
the Ambassador on 27 September and again on 10 October. On both occasions they conveyed 
to him in the clearest terms Ireland’s serious concerns over the horrific situation in Syria.

08/11/2016WRM00850Brexit Issues

08/11/2016WRM00900241. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he or his 
Department have sought legal advice from the Attorney General’s office on the impact of the 
Brexit referendum result on the Good Friday Agreement. [33248/16]

08/11/2016WRM01000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Ensuring that all 
aspects of the Good Friday Agreement are upheld is a major priority for the Government and 
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this forms a key part of our continuing preparations for the EU-UK negotiations.  The potential 
impacts on the Good Friday Agreement are being considered from legal and other perspectives 
as part of this ongoing work, with advice and assistance by the Attorney General’s Office and 
my own Department’s Legal Division as required.

08/11/2016WRM01050Brexit Issues

08/11/2016WRM01100242. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if the Gov-
ernment has detailed its exact objectives with regard to north south trade, cooperation and 
movement of persons; and if the government detailed its exact objectives with regard to east 
west trade, cooperation and movement of persons.  [32849/16]

08/11/2016WRM01200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Government 
has always been clear that our priority going forward is to ensure the best possible outcome for 
our citizens, for the economy, for Northern Ireland and for the Common Travel Area.  This natu-
rally has implications for how we approach trade, cooperation, and the movement of persons, 
both north-south and east-west. 

Regarding trade, we are all acutely conscious of the importance of the UK market to Irish 
exporters – let me assure you that every effort is being made to protect existing trade and to 
continue to grow it.  Furthermore, in my role as Minister for Trade, I am also intensifying our 
efforts on other markets, near and far.  I believe we have the capacity for much greater market 
penetration in other EU member states.  But we are also looking beyond Europe’s borders.  
Indeed, at a meeting of the Export Trade Council on 18 October there was a strong focus on 
markets in Asia in particular.  In September I attended the UN General Assembly where I had a 
series of bilateral meetings with countries from the Americas, Asia and the Antipodes.  I gave 
the strong message that Ireland will remain at the heart of Europe; we will continue to be an 
English speaking gateway to a market of 500 million people; and we will continue to offer a 
business friendly environment and a talented and adaptable workforce.   

The Government continues to work closely and cooperatively with the Northern Ireland 
Executive, and at the last North South Ministerial Council (NSMC) in July, it was agreed that 
the Irish Government and the Northern Irish Executive would work together to ensure that the 
Peace Process is protected. It was also agreed that how we cooperate north-south has to be fully 
recognised in any new arrangements.  An agreed work programme of ten clear actions was 
agreed, and these issues will be discussed again at the next NSMC on 18 November.  Regarding 
east-west relations, contacts between the Irish and British governments are ongoing at a politi-
cal and official level, and the next British Irish Council summit will take place in Cardiff later 
this month.

As part of our commitment to working cooperatively and collaboratively, the Government 
also held the inaugural All-Island Civic Dialogue on Brexit on 2 November in order to hear 
from people from all parts of the Island, with representatives from a broad range of civil soci-
ety groups, trade unions, business groups, non-governmental organisations and representatives 
from political parties. Both north-south and east-west issues were discussed in detail, and the 
Government plans to deepen the analysis and build on the insights generated by this dialogue. 

Regarding the movement of people, the Irish Government has been clear throughout all our 
discussions with our UK and EU counterparts that we are committed to maintaining the open 
and effectively invisible border and protecting the Common Travel Area (CTA).  The CTA is an 
important feature of the close relationship between Ireland and the UK with long-established 
benefits for trade and tourism between our two countries, both north-south and east-west.  The 
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CTA allows for free movement between Ireland and the UK, but it also facilitates voting rights 
and access to social welfare for our respective citizens.

08/11/2016WRM01250National Lottery Funding Disbursement

08/11/2016WRM01300243. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if national 
lottery funding is available at present through his Department to support the work of commu-
nity groups; if so, if there are specific programmes eligible for grant assistance; the details of 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33273/16]

08/11/2016WRM01400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department 
has not received any funding from the National Lottery Fund to support the work of community 
groups.

08/11/2016WRM01450Middle East Issues

08/11/2016WRM01500244. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views on 
the killing and persecution of Christians in Mosul, Iraq generally and throughout the Middle 
East, by Islamic State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33323/16]

08/11/2016WRM01600Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The protection of 
Christian and other religious minorities in Mosul, Iraq and across the Middle East from terror-
ism and religious extremism is a core objective for Ireland’s human rights policies. 

Ireland strongly condemns all forms of persecution on the basis of religion or belief, irre-
spective of where they occur or who the victims are.  We attach great importance to combating 
all forms of discrimination based on religion or belief and incitement to religious hatred.   

In cooperation with our EU partners, we consistently press for effective action to counter 
the persecution of minorities in all relevant international fora, including at the UN General As-
sembly and the UN Human Rights Council.

I have repeatedly condemned the horrific crimes by Daesh against religious and ethnic mi-
norities in Syria and Iraq.  Daesh has boasted of its use of murder, torture, mass sexual violence 
and forced religious conversion in areas under its control and has committed grave crimes 
against members of all religious denominations in Syria and Iraq.  

Removing the threat to Christian communities and other religious minorities requires effec-
tive action at EU and UN levels to prevent and counter international terrorism, especially the 
actions of Daesh, in line with international law and human rights.

International terrorism has featured high on the EU agenda in the past 18 months.  In dis-
cussing international terrorism, the Council has given particular priority to countering the ac-
tions of Daesh.  Comprehensive conclusions on a ‘Regional Strategy for Syria and Iraq as 
well as the Daesh threat ’ were adopted by the Council in May 2016.  As has been underlined 
previously by the Council, there will be no resolution of the conflict in Syria in the absence a 
political solution. 

The EU’s approach is guided by and consistent with the approach taken by the UN to coun-
tering Daesh.  Last January, the UN Secretary General issued a report on the threat posed by 
Daesh, and the measures being taken against them, such as countering their financing, prevent-
ing and disrupting the travel of foreign terrorist fighters, countering recruitment and preventing 
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violent extremism.

08/11/2016WRM01650Human Rights

08/11/2016WRM01700245. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his attention 
has been drawn to the extremely tense and difficult environment for human rights defenders in 
Honduras currently; if his attention has been further drawn to the concern that an organisation 
(details supplied) has regarding the events that took place during a peaceful demonstration on 
20 October 2016 in Tegucigalpa; and if he will contact his Honduran counterpart to express his 
concern regarding this incident. [33447/16]

08/11/2016WRM01800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am aware of the 
difficult situation which currently pertains for human rights defenders in Honduras.  I condemn 
unreservedly any use of force against peaceful protestors.  Ireland does not have diplomatic 
representation in Honduras, but my officials have raised the incident referred to by the Deputy 
with the European External Action Service and requested an update from the EU Delegation in 
Tegucigalpa.  We will continue to monitor the situation closely. 

Officials from my Department are in regular contact with the organisation mentioned by the 
Deputy, as well as other organisations active in the Central American region, in order to listen 
to their concerns regarding the context they face on the ground.  We value and appreciate that 
engagement.    

On 3 March 2016, Ms. Berta Cáceres, a leading human rights defender and environmental-
ist, was killed in Honduras.  Her colleague, Mr. Nelson García, was killed just days afterwards.  
Ireland raised those cases and the difficulties facing human rights defenders in Honduras in 
public statements at the UN Human Rights Council and at the UN Commission on the Status of 
Women.  Senior officials also discussed the situation faced by human rights defenders in Cen-
tral America with the Executive Director of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 
during his visit to Dublin earlier this year. 

My officials raised further instances of threats against human rights defenders at a discus-
sion on Honduras at the EU Working Group on Latin America and the Caribbean in May 2016. 

Honduras was last reviewed under the UN Human Rights Council’s Universal Periodic Re-
view mechanism in May 2015.  Ireland intervened to express its concern at the climate of vio-
lence and insecurity in which human rights defenders operate in Honduras, and recommended 
that adequate financial and human resources were allocated to ensure the implementation of 
legislation protecting human rights defenders and journalists. 

In keeping with Ireland’s commitment to the promotion and protection of human rights, we 
will continue to raise our concerns regarding threats against human rights defenders in discus-
sions on Honduras at EU and international level. 

08/11/2016WRM01850Middle East Issues

08/11/2016WRM01900246. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his attention 
has been drawn to reports that the Israeli finance ministry has approved plans for the construc-
tion of 1,600 homes in the illegal Israeli settlement of Katzrin in the occupied Syrian Golan; 
if his attention has further been drawn to the fact that the construction and expansion of Israeli 
settlements in the occupied Syrian Golan is illegal under international law; if his attention has 
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been further drawn to the fact that meanwhile discriminatory land, housing and development 
policies mean that Syrian residential areas are severely overcrowded; if he will condemn these 
latest moves to build new settlement houses; and if he will raise the issue with his Israeli coun-
terpart. [33449/16]

08/11/2016WRM02000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have repeatedly 
made clear my view that the relentless expansion of illegal Israeli settlements is a major im-
pediment to the achievement of peace in the Israeli-Arab conflict.  We have conveyed these 
concerns to the Israeli authorities, and worked to focus EU attention on them.  My Department 
cannot, however, attempt to track and take action on every report of decisions involved in this 
process. 

Our concerns over these policies are most acute in relation to the West Bank, where they are 
making impossible the achievement of a peace agreement and the establishment of a Palestinian 
state.  By contrast, it is generally acknowledged that any comprehensive peace between Israel 
and the Arab states will involve the return of the Golan area to Syria.   

My primary focus in relation to Syria at present is on the appalling violence, destruction and 
slaughter afflicting the Syrian people across much of the rest of the country.  

08/11/2016WRM02050Consular Services Provision

08/11/2016WRM02100247. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number of 
Irish citizens imprisoned abroad, by country; and the number of those Irish prisoners in receipt 
of consular assistance on an ongoing basis. [33565/16]

08/11/2016WRM02200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As of 4 November 
2016, the number of Irish citizens imprisoned abroad that have been brought to my Depart-
ment’s attention was 332.  This figure includes 61 new prisoner cases recorded in the 12 month 
period to 4 November 2016.  The following table provides details of the 15 foreign jurisdictions 
where these Irish citizens have been imprisoned.  In addition to the 61 new prisoner cases dur-
ing the past year, there were 352 cases of arrests of Irish citizens in the same period. 

My Department’s policy is to provide consular assistance to any Irish prisoner that requests 
it.  Such assistance is provided in a non-judgemental way, irrespective of the alleged offence.    

Consular support provided by my Department to Irish prisoners abroad includes: helping 
the prisoner to keep in contact with family or friends back home; providing information about 
prison arrangements; arranging for funds sent by the family to be transferred to the prisoner (in 
line with prison arrangements); seeking to ensure that the prisoner is not discriminated against 
in any way on account of his/her nationality; seeking to ensure access to appropriate legal rep-
resentation; and that the authorities in the country where he/she is being imprisoned fulfil their 
obligations in relation to ensuring the citizen’s health and wellbeing.  

Requests from detained Irish citizens for a prison visit by a consular officer are facilitated in 
a timely way, insofar as the resources of the particular Embassy or Consulate and local condi-
tions permit. 

My Department also provides contacts for relevant non-governmental organisations, includ-
ing the Irish Commission for Prisoners Overseas, whose excellent work my Department funds.  

It is important to remember that under the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations, a de-
tainee may decline an offer of consular support from their Foreign Ministry.  My Department 
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fully respects the right of an Irish prisoner to refuse an offer of support or assistance.

In the interests of transparency, since 21 October 2016 my Department has made its overall 
consular statistics available on its website www.dfa.ie (covering the period from 1st January 
to 30th September 2016).  It is intended that these statistics will be updated on a regular basis 
in the future.  In addition, the Deputy is welcome to contact consular staff in our Consular As-
sistance section in Dublin at 01 - 4082527 for any further information.

No. of new prisoner cases 01/11/2015 to 04/11/2016

Country of Imprisonment Number of Prisoners
Australia 14
USA 10
France 8
Spain 6
Great Britain 4
Denmark 3
Belgium 3
Malta 3
Netherlands 2
New Zealand 2
Germany 2
Finland 1
Brazil 1
China 1
UAE 1
TOTAL 61

08/11/2016WRM02250State Properties

08/11/2016WRM02300248. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the current number of certain properties (details supplied) that remain in public ownership; if 
there are plans for their sale on the open market; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33787/16]

08/11/2016WRM02400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): There are nine former coastguard cottages in Crosshaven, Co. Cork in State owner-
ship, seven of which have been identified for disposal.

The necessary legal documentation has been submitted to the Chief State Solicitor’s Office 
who are preparing the Contracts for Sale.  The properties will be sold by public auction during 
the first half of 2017.

08/11/2016WRM02450Croke Park Agreement Issues

08/11/2016WRM02500249. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
Croke Park agreement was in operation in February 2012; if he will provide the terms and con-
ditions of this agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33287/16]

08/11/2016WRM02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Croke 
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Park Agreement 2010 to 2014 was in effect in February 2012.  It was a collective agreement 
between the then Government, and the Public Services Committee of the Irish Congress of 
Trade Unions (ICTU) and other associations representing public service staff.  It secured a com-
mitment by public servants to deliver savings, cooperate with reforms and maintain industrial 
peace in return for no further pay cuts and no compulsory redundancies.  The absolute require-
ment to address and reduce the general government deficit to less than 3% in 2015, required 
a further contribution of €1bn from the public service pay and pensions bill and a successor 
Agreement was negotiated, the Public Service Stability Agreement 2013 to 2016 known as the 
Haddington Road Agreement.  This latter agreement was extended out to September 2018 un-
der the terms of the Lansdowne Road Agreement.

Details of the terms and conditions of the Croke Park Agreement are available on the Imple-
mentation Body website.

http://implementationbody.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/Public-Service-Agreement-
2010-2014-Final-for-print-June-2010.pdf

08/11/2016WRM02650Departmental Staff Grades

08/11/2016WRM02700250. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the sta-
tus of an application made by the Veterinary Officers’ Association to his Department in Febru-
ary 2016 seeking to have civil service grades of veterinary inspector and research officer listed 
as grades meriting professional, technical and specialist added years; if his Department has yet 
sought further information from the Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine in connection 
with the application; when a decision will be made on the matter; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33349/16]

08/11/2016WRM02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Officials of 
my Department have been in contact with the Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine in 
relation to this matter.  Careful consideration is being given to the application by the Veterinary 
Officers Association (VOA) in the context of overall Government policy in respect of profes-
sional, technical and specialist added years.  A decision will be communicated to the VOA in 
due course.

08/11/2016WRM02850Civil Service Staff Data

08/11/2016WRM02900251. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide comparable responses across all Departments to the 2015 Civil Service employee 
engagement survey to the 24 themes of questions posed to staff, in tabular form.  [33437/16]

08/11/2016WRM03000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The results 
of the Civil Service Employee Engagement Survey 2015 were published on 28 January 2016 
and the report is available on my Department s website on  http://www.per.gov.ie/en/civil-ser-
vice-employee-engagement-survey/.  This report summarises the results of the survey for the 
Civil Service and includes comparative analysis across Departments on employee engagement; 
commitment; well-being and capability.  As part of the process, the Central Statistics Office 
(CSO) also prepared individual reports for each particpiating organisation and these have been 
conveyed to each organisation.  The data that the deputy has requested in tabular form is not 
available from my Department.
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08/11/2016WRM03050Public Sector Pensions

08/11/2016WRM03100252. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will recommend to Government that the €780 in pension restoration due on 1 January 2018 
to public service pensioners be brought forward to 1 January 2017 and paid together with the 
€500 due on that date (details supplied); if he will bring forward the date for full restoration of 
all public service pensions to 1 January 2018 in view of the fact that Teachtaí Dála will have 
become entitled to further pay restoration of in excess of €5,400 by that date and that 60% of 
public service pensioners currently living will have died by 2021; if he will base the pension 
award to survivors of deceased public servants on the pension of the deceased as if it had been 
fully restored before the date of death; if he will ensure that this measure will come into effect 
from 8 November 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33555/16]

08/11/2016WRM03200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The pension 
restoration amounts of €500 and €780 on 1 January 2017 and 1 January 2018 respectively are 
the maximum gains on those dates attainable by persons whose public service pensions have 
been affected by the Public Service Pension Reduction (PSPR) under the financial emergency 
legislation.

These pension restoration adjustments are provided for in law under the Financial Emer-
gency Measures in the Public Interest (FEMPI) Act 2015.  When fully rolled-out from 1 January 
2018, the changes involved will mean that all public service pensions with pre-PSPR values 
of up to €34,132 will be fully exempt from PSPR, while those pensioners not fully removed 
from the reach of PSPR will, in the majority of cases, benefit by €1,680 per year.  The cost of 
these changes is estimated at about €90 million on a full-year basis from 2018.  This substantial 
PSPR amelioration, delivered via a three-stage restoration schedule under FEMPI 2015, pro-
vides PSPR-affected pensioners with a significant measure of reversal of the originally imposed 
reductions. 

Pensions paid to survivors of deceased public servants are based on the pre-PSPR value of 
the corresponding member pension, with any PSPR then applied.  Survivor’s are in most cases 
equal to half the corresponding member pension.  Where a higher ratio than half applies, as is 
the case for most 1995-2012-hired members of the mainstream civil and public service pen-
sion schemes, the cash value of the corresponding member pension tends to be low because of 
shorter service and the Contributory State Pension offset used in the integrated occupational 
pension calculation.  

In terms of the survivor’s pension itself, PSPR does not apply in all cases of pre-PSPR 
value up to €18,700 at present, €26,000 from 1 January 2017 and €34,132 from 1 January 
2018.  These thresholds are considerably higher in cases where the member pension award date 
is after 29 February 2012. 

08/11/2016WRM03250Irish Coast Guard Issues

08/11/2016WRM03300253. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when the 
OPW will advise on the affordable alternatives for the construction of a coastguard station at 
Greystones, County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33567/16]

08/11/2016WRM03400254. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the op-
tions for affordable alternatives being considered for the construction of a coastguard station at 
Greystones, County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33568/16]
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08/11/2016WRM03500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 253 and 254 together.

I am advised by the Commissioners of Public Works that they are working closely with the 
Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (DTTAS) on identifying alternative options for the 
building of a coast guard station in Greystones that will be acceptable to the Department from 
a funding perspective.  The Deputy will appreciate that it would not be appropriate for me to 
comment on specific options under consideration at this stage.

08/11/2016WRM03550Departmental Strategy Statements

08/11/2016WRM03600255. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Public Expenditure 
and Reform if his Department has produced a new statement of strategy since May 2016; and if 
so, the measures in it to support persons with disabilities. [33635/16]

08/11/2016WRM03700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The develop-
ment of a three-year Statement of Strategy is a requirement of every Government Department 
under the Public Service Management Act, 1997.  Under this legislation, a new Statement of 
Strategy must be submitted to a Minister within six months of their appointment. 

The process to develop a new Statement of Strategy 2016-2019 for my Department is very 
substantially advanced and I have approved a draft Statement, which was submitted to the Tao-
iseach at the end of October in line with the guidance issued by the Department of the Taoiseach 
during the Summer.  Once feedback has been received from the Department of the Taoiseach, 
the Statement of Strategy will be submitted to Government, translated into Irish and published.  

The production of the Statement of Strategy has, of course, been informed by the priorities 
set out in the Programme for a Partnership Government (PfPG), the overall economic, budget-
ary and fiscal context as well as submissions received from other Departments and civil society.  
I can confirm that while the nature and length of the Statement of Strategy is such that it is not 
possible to reflect each of these submissions in detail, it does reflect, at a high-level, the Public 
Sector Duty obligation imposed by Section 42 of the Irish Human Rights and Equality Act 
2014 to promote equality, prevent discrimination and protect the human rights of the Depart-
ment’s employees and everyone affected by its functions and services.  

08/11/2016WRN00200Flood Prevention Measures

08/11/2016WRN00300256. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the steps the OPW is taking to address flooding at a location (details supplied); the timeline for 
completion of works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33668/16]

08/11/2016WRN00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The Office of Public Works (OPW) has maintenance responsibility only for those 
Catchment Drainage Schemes and Flood Relief Schemes completed by the OPW under the 
Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 and 1995.  The full maintenance of the Burnfoot River under the 
OPW responsibility has been included in OPW arterial drainage maintenance programme 2017.

Burnfoot was designated as an Area for Further Assessment under the Preliminary Flood 
Risk Assessment, and has subsequently been assessed for risk under the North Western-Neagh 
Bann Catchment-based Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Study.  The Study 
has identified that a number of properties are at risk in the 1% annual exceedance probability 
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flood.

While the CFRAM programme has identified a possible flood protection option for Burn-
foot, a more detailed assessment of the costs of the option will determine an economically vi-
able option for the area.

08/11/2016WRN00500Flood Prevention Measures

08/11/2016WRN00600257. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 346 of 3 November 2015, when drainage works will be carried 
out on a river (details supplied) in County Cavan as requested; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33669/16]

08/11/2016WRN00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The Office of Public Works (OPW) has maintenance responsibility only for those 
Catchment Drainage Schemes and Flood Relief Schemes completed by the OPW under the 
Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 and 1995, including the river channel referred to by the Deputy.

The channel was inspected this year and unfortunately ground conditions were not suitable 
for OPW maintenance plant to access the grounds.  The full maintenance of the river channel 
has been included in OPW arterial drainage maintenance programme 2017 and will be com-
pleted subject to ground conditions.

08/11/2016WRN00800Public Sector Pay

08/11/2016WRN00900258. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
he will hold talks on a new pay agreement; if this will lead to a new agreement that supersedes 
the Lansdowne Road agreement; when a new agreement will be in place; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33747/16]

08/11/2016WRN01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Public 
Service Pay Commission has been tasked with providing an initial report to Government on 
public service remuneration in the context of the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public 
Interest Acts 2009-2015.

The findings of the Commission will contribute to and inform Government’s considerations 
in relation to Public Service remuneration and will inform Public Service employers in negotia-
tions with staff interests on a successor to the Lansdowne Road Agreement.

08/11/2016WRN01100Public Sector Pay

08/11/2016WRN01200259. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
measures outside of the Lansdowne Road agreement which have been agreed and put in place 
with sectorial unions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33748/16]

08/11/2016WRN01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Lansd-
owne Road Agreement provides the single agreed framework within which public service man-
agement and unions at the various sectoral levels process industrial relations issues and related 
matters of mutual concern. 
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08/11/2016WRN01400Public Sector Pay

08/11/2016WRN01500260. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on the principle of equal work for equal pay; if he is committed to implementing this 
principle within the public service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33749/16]

08/11/2016WRN01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The 10% 
reductions in starting pay for certain new entrants were introduced by the then Government in 
January 2011 as part of the National Recovery Plan in order to reduce the Public Service Pay 
Bill. Terms and conditions of employment for public servants are also set by reference to legis-
lation including the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Acts and through ne-
gotiation and agreement under Collective Agreements such as the Haddington Road Agreement 
(HRA) and the Lansdowne Road Agreement (LRA). 

The issue of addressing the difference in incremental salary scales between those public 
servants, who entered public service employment since 2011 and those who entered before that 
date was addressed with the relevant union interests under the provisions of the Haddington 
Road Agreement. Any further consideration of remuneration adjustment for any group of pub-
lic servants, including issues relating to more recently recruited public servants, will fall to be 
examined within the provisions of the Lansdowne Road Agreement.  The Agreement provides 
the framework and is flexible enough to address particular sectoral issues such as the restora-
tion of supervision and substitution payments and new entrant payments in the Education Sec-
tor and the restoration of rent allowances to new entrant firefighters and members of An Garda 
Síochána. 

08/11/2016WRN01700Public Sector Pay

08/11/2016WRN01800261. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
total net gain for public sector workers on salaries (details supplied) if all FEMPI cuts were 
unwound; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33756/16]

08/11/2016WRN01900262. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
net gain for a public sector worker on a salary of €30,000 following the full implementation 
of the Lansdowne Road agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33757/16]

08/11/2016WRN02000263. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
net gain for a public sector worker on a salary of €40,000 following the full implementation 
of the Lansdowne Road agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33758/16]

08/11/2016WRN02100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 261 to 263, inclusive, together.

The salaries referred to by the Deputy were subject to three FEMPI Acts, 

- the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2009 which introduced a 
new deduction from the remuneration of pensionable public servants, which is known as the 
Pension-Related Deduction (PRD)

- the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (No. 2) Act 2009 which provided 
for the reduction of the remuneration of public servants ranging from 5% to 15%

- the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2015 which commenced the 
gradual, fiscally sustainable, unwinding of certain measures contained in the earlier Acts.
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The impact of these Acts is set out in the following Table:

2015 Remu-
neration (Pre 
LRA Resto-
ration)

 Reduc-
tion Under 
FEMPI 2009 
Act (PRD)

 Reduc-
tion Under 
FEMPI 2009 
(No. 2) Act 
(Pay Reduc-
tion)

 Total FEMPI 
Reduction

 LRA Benefit % Restored

 €22,000  €325  €1,158  €1,483  €1,875 126%
 €23,000  €425  €1,211  €1,636  €2,000 122%
 €24,000  €525 €1,263  €1,788  €2,125 119%
 €25,000  €625  €1,316  €1,941  €1,875 97%
 €26,000  €725  €1,368  €2,093  €1,985 95%
 €27,000  €825  €1,421  €2,246  €2,095 93%
 €28,000  €925  €1,474  €2,399  €2,152 90%
 €29,000  €1,025  €1,541 €2,566  €2,161 84%
€30,000  €1,125  €1,622  €2,747  €2,170 79%
 €31,000  €1,225  €1,703  €2,928  €2,179 74%
 €32,000  €1,325  €1,784  €3,109  €1,900 61%
 €40,000 €2,125  €2,432  €4,557  €1,900 42% 

08/11/2016WRN02200Public Sector Pay

08/11/2016WRN02300264. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
net gain for a public sector worker on a salary of €70,000 following the full implementation of 
the Lansdowne Road agreement and a separate registered agreement for those on over €65,000 
as part of the HRA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33759/16]

08/11/2016WRN02400265. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
net gain for a public sector worker on a salary of €80,000 following the full implementation of 
the Lansdowne Road agreement and a separate registered agreement for those on over €65,000 
as part of the HRA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33760/16]

08/11/2016WRN02500266. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
net gain for a public sector worker on a salary of €100,000 following the full implementation of 
the Lansdowne Road agreement and a separate registered agreement for those on over €65,000 
as part of the HRA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33761/16]

08/11/2016WRN02600267. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
net gain for a public sector worker on a salary of €120,000 following the full implementation of 
the Lansdowne Road agreement and a separate registered agreement for those on over €65,000 
as part of the HRA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33762/16]

08/11/2016WRN02700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 264 to 267, inclusive, together.

The salaries referred to by the Deputy were subject to four FEMPI Acts, 

- the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2009 which introduced a 
new deduction from the remuneration of pensionable public servants, which is known as the 
Pension-Related Deduction (PRD)
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- the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (No. 2) Act 2009 which provided 
for the reduction of the remuneration of public servants ranging from 5% to 15%

- the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2013 implemented a further 
pay reduction for public servants earning annual salaries of more than €65,000 ranging from 
5.5% to 10%

- the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2015 which commenced the 
gradual, fiscally sustainable, unwinding of certain measures contained in the earlier Acts. 

The impact of these Acts is set out in the following Table:

2015 Re-
muneration 
(Pre LRA 
Restora-
tion)

Reduc-
tion Under 
FEMPI 
2009 Act 
(PRD)

Reduc-
tion Under 
FEMPI 
2009 (No. 
2) Act (Pay 
Reduction

Reduc-
tion Under 
FEMPI 
2013 Act.

Total 
FEMPI 
Reduction 

LRA/HRA 
Benefit

% Re-
stored 

€70,000 €5,175 €5,453 €4,074 €14,702 €4,646 32%
€80,000 €6,225 €6,643 €4,783 €17,650 €5,280 30%
€100,000 €8,325 €9,058 €6,522 €23,905 €6,837 29%
€120,000 €10,425 €11,153 €8,261 €29,839 €8,394 28%

08/11/2016WRN02800Public Sector Pay

08/11/2016WRN02900268. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
net gain for a Deputy following the full implementation of the Lansdowne Road agreement and 
a separate registered agreement for those on over €65,000 as part of the HRA; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33763/16]

08/11/2016WRN03000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Lansd-
owne Road Agreement, underpinned by the FEMPI 2015 Act, brought in a reduction of Pension 
Related Deduction (PRD) for all public servants. The reduction in PRD in 2017 will benefit 
TDs in the amount of €1,000.

Pay restoration for TDs under the Haddington Road Agreement, also underpinned by the 
FEMPI 2015 Act,   will be paid in two equal phases with the first phase due on 1 April 2017, and 
the second on 1 January 2018.  This will amount to an increase of €2,707 in each year.

08/11/2016WRN03100Public Sector Pay

08/11/2016WRN03200269. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
temporary clerical officers are on a different weekly pay rate to clerical officers despite doing 
the same job; if this was due to be remedied via a circular issued in 2013; if such a circular was 
issued, the current status of same; if temporary clerical officers are on unequal pay when com-
pared to their colleagues doing the same job, his plans to remedy the situation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33794/16]

08/11/2016WRN03300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is the posi-
tion that there is no difference in the current pay rate of Temporary Clerical Officers “TCOs” 
and Clerical Officers “COs.  The details of the pay rates  are contained in the relevant circulars 
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issued by my Department including the two most recent circulars 2/2014 and 17/2015  which 
can be found on www.circulars.gov.ie 

08/11/2016WRN03400Legislative Measures

08/11/2016WRN03500270. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
is satisfied with the implementation to date of the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015; the mecha-
nisms in place to ensure compliance with the Act; if he proposes any further public initiatives 
to draw public attention to the details of the Act; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33858/16]

08/11/2016WRN03600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Responsibil-
ity for the implementation of the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 rests with the Standards in 
Public Office Commission (SIPOC). SIPOC has established a register for recording lobbying 
activity which may be viewed at www.lobbying.ie. SIPOC is an independent statutory body 
and as such is not accountable to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform or to the 
Government in the performance of its functions. 

The first three reporting deadlines for those who have lobbied designated public officials 
have now passed.  Those who undertook any lobbying since 1 September 2015 were required to 
register and submit returns of their lobbying activity on the online Register.  I am very pleased 
with the level of compliance achieved in these initial return periods.  There are currently more 
than 1,490 organisations and individuals who have registered, and almost 7,500 returns have 
been submitted to the Register.  

The information available on the Register provides the Irish public with unprecedented 
insight into the role that lobbying plays in contributing to policy and funding discussions and 
decisions.  Communication between the political systems, public service and all sectors of so-
ciety is, and will continue to be, supported and strengthened by this Register leading to better 
informed policy and decision making. The overall level of compliance is a very positive indica-
tor that there is an acceptance of the need for openness and transparency in lobbying.

It is clear that the work undertaken by my Department and the SIPOC in building awareness 
and understanding of the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 has been effective and I am confi-
dent that this momentum will be maintained as this work continues.  

Currently, part 4 of the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015, which relates to enforcement pro-
visions, has not been commenced.  This was a deliberate decision made to allay any concerns 
that stakeholders may have had about inadvertent non-compliance with the provisions of the 
Act and to allow those lobbying a period of time to become familiar with their legal obligations 
and the registration system.  Given the success of the system, and the high levels of compliance, 
I have decided to commence these provisions from 1 January 2017.  The SIPOC is preparing 
for the commencement of these enforcement provisions and is actively engaging with Regis-
trants to ensure that they are aware of the requirement to submit returns (including nil returns) 
on time and to make them aware that enforcement provisions will commence with effect from 
1 January 2017.

The Commission’s focus in the first year of the Act’s commencement has been on building 
understanding and encouraging compliance with the Act. To that end, a significant amount of 
outreach and education initiatives throughout the past year has served to create awareness and 
understanding of the Act and its obligations among those who may be lobbying. The website 
has been populated with helpful information for both potential registrants and those whom they 
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lobby featuring tailored guidelines for lobbyists and designated public officials, instructional 
videos, sample returns and frequently asked questions. This emphasis on education and out-
reach has proven effective. The SIPOC continues to regularly engage with stakeholders through 
presentations, publications and events, as well as through its website. It also conducts regular 
information sessions for any interested member of the public, who may register their interest 
on lobbying.ie. 

Finally, my Department is currently undertaking the first review of the operation of the 
Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 as required under section 2 of the Act.  A public consulta-
tion process has already taken place and submissions received are now being examined.  The 
Report on this review will cover the findings, conclusions drawn from these findings and any 
recommendations for amendments to the legislation consequent of these findings.  Subsequent 
reviews will be required every 3 years.  

08/11/2016WRN03700Public Sector Pay

08/11/2016WRN03800271. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
steps he will take to remedy a discrepancy in pay being given to temporary clerical officers, 
who have a starting contract wage of €379, instead of €460 and whereby same was acknowl-
edged in an official circular in 2013 and wherein commitments were made to readjust the pay 
scale and ensure that this particular inequality was addressed; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33861/16]

08/11/2016WRN03900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is the posi-
tion that there is no difference in the current pay rate of Temporary Clerical Officers (TCOs) and 
Clerical Officers (COs). The pay of TCOs and COs is subject to Government pay policy and is 
controlled by the relevant circulars issued by my Department including the two most recent 
circulars 2/2014 and 17/2015 which can be found on www.circulars.gov.ie. 

08/11/2016WRN04000Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

08/11/2016WRN04100272. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if fur-
ther efforts have been made to ensure the provision of a pension or gratuity scheme for com-
munity employment supervisors and assistants, which has been long-standing and which has 
involved IMPACT and SIPTU in negotiations to try and achieve a resolution and which also 
involved the Department of Social Protection; the position regarding same; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [33868/16]

08/11/2016WRN04200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The issue of 
pension entitlements for Community Employment Scheme Supervisors and Assistant Supervi-
sors was the subject of a Labour Court recommendation in 2008. The position is that although 
the employing bodies concerned are mainly funded by public expenditure programmes, the 
State does not have any role as an employer in this sector and the employees of such bodies are 
not public servants. 

This matter together with other related issues is the subject of discussion at the Community 
Sector High Level Forum (or Working Group) (previously the Informal Forum) which was con-
vened to examine certain issues pertaining to the Community Employment sector.  The forum 
met on 27 November 2015 and on 11 April 2016.  Future meetings will be planned once a new 
Chair has been appointed. 
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08/11/2016WRN04300Tax Code

08/11/2016WRN04400273. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs her views on a matter (details supplied) with regard to tax exemption; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [33412/16]

08/11/2016WRN04500Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Section 1003 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 is a scheme of tax relief for 
the donation of heritage items to the National Collections.  Under the scheme, heritage items 
that are considered outstanding examples of their type and that are pre-eminent in their class, 
whose export from the State would constitute a diminution of the accumulated cultural heritage 
of Ireland, or whose import into the State would constitute a significant enhancement of the ac-
cumulated cultural heritage of Ireland, and which are considered suitable additions to the accu-
mulated heritage of the State, may be donated to an approved body and 80% of the market value 
of the item(s) is then offset against the current tax liability of the donor.  The approved bodies 
are as follows: National Archives, National Gallery of Ireland, National Library of Ireland, Na-
tional Museum of Ireland, Irish Museum of Modern Art and Crawford Art Gallery Cork. 

The legislation provides that approved body can also mean “in relation to the offer of a gift 
of a particular item or collection of items”, any other such body (being a body owned, or funded 
wholly or mainly, by the State or by any public or local authority) as may be approved, with 
the consent of the Minister for Finance, by the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs.  The local authority referred to by the Deputy has been approved as an au-
thorised body as required under Section 1003 in relation to the particular donation in this case.   

The Section 1003 Selection Committee formally approved the proposed donation and the 
Revenue Commissioners were asked to place a formal valuation on it in accordance with the 
provisions of subsection(3) of Section 1003 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997.  The donation 
has been formally valued on behalf of the Revenue Commissioners and, while my Department 
is aware of the valuation, it is not in a position to confirm it until the donation process has been 
completed.  It should be noted that the donation process is not yet complete.  

Finally, the National Collections, amongst others, have benefited greatly from the operation 
of this scheme since its inception in 1995 as it has allowed for donations of items of significant 
heritage and cultural importance which might otherwise have left the country.  

08/11/2016WRN04600Special Areas of Conservation Designation

08/11/2016WRN04700274. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs her plans to designate Lough Bane, County Westmeath, as a special area of 
conservation; and when this status will be conferred. [33712/16]

08/11/2016WRN04800Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Lough Bane and Lough Glass (Site Code 002120) is a candidate special area of 
conservation and as such is a legally protected site. Ireland is required, under the EU Habitats 
Directive, to formally designate its special areas of conservation and a project is in place within 
my Department to oversee this process.  This involves the adoption of a Statutory Instrument 
for each site.  The making of Statutory Instruments is the final step in the designation of the 
existing special areas of conservation and does not place any new or additional conditions on 
landowners/users than already applied from the time the sites were first identified as candidate 
special areas of conservation.   
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Lough Bane and Lough Glass is scheduled to be formally designated within this process for 
the formal designation of special areas of conservation.  Affected landowners/users will receive 
a notice by post to advise them that the final, formal element in the designation of the site has 
been completed by the publication of the Statutory Instrument for the special area of conserva-
tion.  This notice will include a map of the site and other relevant information.  My Department 
will also take out advertisements in newspapers alongside the notification letters.  As this is not 
a new designation, landowners/users will be aware already of the protected status of the site.

08/11/2016WRN04900Scéim na gCúntóirí Teanga

08/11/2016WRN05000275. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí Ré-
igiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta agus tagairt á déanamh do Dhíospóireacht na Saincheiste-
anna Tráthúla ar an 13 Deireadh Fómhair, an gclúdófar na scoileanna breise uile atá fógartha 
ag an Aire mar chuid de Scéim na gCúntóirí Teanga; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. 
[33263/16]

08/11/2016WRN05100Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Seán 
Kyne): Beidh a fhios ag an Teachta go bhfuil suim beagnach €781,242 ceadaithe ag mo Roinn 
don togra seo le haghaidh 2016/2017. Níl aon ghearradh siar déanta ar an maoiniú ó 2015/2016. 
Ina dhiaidh sin, tá sé suas do na heagraíochtaí atá ag feidhmiú na scéime ar an talamh an mao-
iniú atá ar fáil a roinnt, ag brath ar an éileamh agus na tosaíochtaí a athraíonn ó bhliain go bliain.    
Mar atá ráite agam cheana, tá mé sásta i bprionsabal cúnamh a chur ar fail i gcás na scoileanna 
breise, faoi réir gach cás ar leith a bheith ceadaithe i gcomhairle leis an Roinn Oideachais agus 
Scileanna.  

Mar atá a fhios ag an Teachta, tá sé aontaithe leis an Roinn Oideachais agus Scileanna go 
ndéanfar athbhreithniú ar Scéim na gCúntóirí Teanga mar chuid den Pholasaí don Oideachas 
Gaeltachta 2017-2022 a foilsíodh le déanaí.

08/11/2016WRO00200Rural Development Policy

08/11/2016WRO00300276. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her views that the rural communities of north County Dublin are being actively 
forgotten in the context of the Government’s focus on supporting rural Ireland; her further 
views that more must be done by her Department to support the local rural communities in 
north County Dublin, including Ballyboughal, Garristown, Oldtown, and Naul; if she will pro-
vide information on the rural supports provided to north County Dublin since 2011, including 
funding type, by year in tabular form; the actions she plans to take to ensure the significant rural 
community in Fingal is no longer forgotten in the context of her Department’s work; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [33283/16]

08/11/2016WRO00400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heath-
er Humphreys): Under the Programme for a Partnership Government, the Government has 
placed a strong focus on supporting all communities in rural Ireland, including rural communi-
ties in north Co. Dublin.  The LEADER programme is an important component of the funding 
provided by my Department to support rural development.  Under the 2007-2013 LEADER 
programme, €4,399,216 was provided to Fingal LEADER Partnership between 2011 and 2015 
for the delivery of the programme across rural areas in Co. Dublin, including north Co. Dublin.  
The breakdown of this funding on a year-by-year basis is shown on Table 1.

Under the 2014-2020 LEADER programme, Fingal LEADER Partnership is the Imple-
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menting Partner for the Local Development Strategy which has been approved to cover the ru-
ral areas under the remit of the Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal and South Dublin Co. Coun-
cils.  As part of this Strategy, I understand that Ballyboughal, Garristown, Oldtown, and the 
Naul will be targeted for assistance under LEADER.  The total amount of funding allocated for 
the Dublin rural sub-regional area under the 2014-2020 LEADER Programme is €6.37 million.

Just recently, I announced the details of 172 towns and villages that were approved for fund-
ing under the 2016 Town and Village Renewal Scheme.  Under this Scheme, Fingal Co. Council 
has been approved for €380,000 in funding to support projects in 7 towns and villages in north 
Co. Dublin.  The details of these towns and villages, and the amounts allocated to each, based 
on proposals from the Co. Council, are shown on Table 2.

My officials will be in contact with Fingal County Council shortly to finalise arrangements 
to enter a funding agreement for the proposed projects.

Table 1 – 2007-2013 LEADER Programme: Payments to Fingal LEADER Partnership 

Local Ac-
tion Group

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 Total 

Fingal 
LEADER 
Partnership

€447,811 €412,008 €698,117 €1,781,702 €1,059,578 €4,399,216

Table 2 – Town and Village Renewal Scheme: allocations for Fingal County Council

Town/ Village Level of funding approved
Ballyboughal €34,000
Balrothery €100,000
Donabate €39,000
Balscadden €34,000
Loughshinny €29,000
Rush €99,000
Tyrrelstown €45,000

08/11/2016WRO00500Wildlife Regulations

08/11/2016WRO00600277. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if section 3(1)(a) of the European Communities (Wildlife Act 1976) (Amend-
ment) Regulations 1986 (SI No. 254 of 1986) gives effect to the EU derogation that permits and 
legalises a range of control measures to be carried out on otherwise legally protected bird spe-
cies, expressly and explicitly, for the protection of public health and safety and the prevention 
of disease or injury; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33483/16]

08/11/2016WRO00700278. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the direct authority and the frequency with which the process is carried out for 
the review or updating as necessary, production and publication of both the declaration under 
3(1)(a)of the European Communities (Wildlife Act 1976) (Amendment) Regulations 1986 (SI 
No. 254 of 1986) and the derogation species list that it covers; the exact means by which this 
process is initiated, conducted and completed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[33484/16]

08/11/2016WRO00800279. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the organisations which are represented in the process that produces the dec-
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laration under 3(1)(a)of the European Communities (Wildlife Act 1976) (Amendment) Regula-
tions 1986 (SI No. 254 of 1986) and, in respect of the organisation(s) represented, the grade 
levels, functions, qualifications and expertise of the personnel involved in the process, with 
particular reference to and relevance to the legal and stated purpose of the declaration; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [33485/16]

08/11/2016WRO00900280. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the way and by whom the final decision is made in respect of each bird spe-
cies as to whether it is included on or removed or excluded from the derogation list covered by 
the declaration under 3(1)(a)of the European Communities (Wildlife Act 1976) (Amendment) 
Regulations 1986 (SI No. 254 of 1986); if those decisions are reached on a consensus basis, 
which organisation holds a casting vote if one is needed; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [33486/16]

08/11/2016WRO01000281. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the way in which, the formats in which, the frequency with which, and the 
sources from which information is gathered, verified and assessed each time the declaration un-
der 3(1)(a) of the European Communities (Wildlife Act 1976) (Amendment) Regulations 1986 
(SI No. 254 of 1986) is updated and published; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[33487/16]

08/11/2016WRO01100282. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if any gull species (details supplied) have ever previously been considered for 
inclusion on the derogation list under SI No. 254 of 1986; if so, if she will summarise the con-
siderations made and the basis for the decisions taken; if none of the pertinent gull species have 
previously been considered for listing, the circumstances that would necessitate consideration 
of any or each of the gull species to be considered for listing; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [33488/16]

08/11/2016WRO01200283. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if there are any safeguards in the process used to produce the declaration un-
der 3(1)(a)of the European Communities (Wildlife Act 1976) (Amendment) Regulations 1986 
(SI No. 254 of 1986), and the derogation species list that it covers, to ensure that a protected 
species that may also be currently red listed as a species of conservation concern, would and 
will nonetheless be made amenable to control measures in circumstances in which it poses a 
risk to public health and safety, including injury or sickness; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [33489/16]

08/11/2016WRO01300284. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if there are safeguards in the process used to produce the declaration under 
3(1)(a) of the European Communities (Wildlife Act 1976) (Amendment) Regulations 1986 (SI 
No. 254 of 1986), and the derogation species) list that it covers, if she will advise of same; the 
person who has the ultimate decision authority regarding a red listed species that may in fact 
need to go onto the derogation list; if there are no such safeguards in the current process, the 
way in which her Department intends to address such a procedural issue; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [33490/16]

08/11/2016WRO01400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 277 to 284, inclusive, together.

The EU Birds Directive is implemented in Ireland under the Wildlife Acts and the European 
Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011.  Under the terms of the Direc-
tive, all Member States of the EU are bound to take measures to protect all wild birds and their 
habitats. Under Article 9(a), Member States may derogate in the interests of: public health and 
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safety; air safety; to prevent serious damage to crops, livestock, forests, fisheries and water; and 
for the protection of flora and fauna.

These derogations are achieved by way of declarations, which are made on an annual ba-
sis, under the European Communities (Wildlife Act, 1976) (Amendment) Regulations 1986, as 
amended, which allow the capturing and killing of some listed bird species in certain situations. 
There are no specified formats for, nor specified sources from which, relevant information 
which may be considered in this regard.  The declarations are made under the legislation by the 
Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs and there is no voting process 
involved.

The herring gull, the greater black-backed gull, the lesser-black-backed gull, the starling 
and the sparrow, while listed in the European Communities (Wildlife Act, 1976) (Amendment) 
Regulations 1986, are not currently included in the derogations.  A review of the derogations is 
scheduled for 2018, as advised to the EU Commission, and this will take account of all relevant 
factors, including perceived threats, distribution and population data available on the bird spe-
cies in the derogations. The review will include a public/stakeholder consultation element. In 
the meantime, species can be added to or dropped from the derogations list, depending on new 
information available at the time of making annual derogations.

08/11/2016WRO01500Estimates Process

08/11/2016WRO01600285. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if she has considered the concerns raised by Conradh na Gaeilge concerning the 
Foras na Gaeilge budget for 2017 (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [33584/16]

08/11/2016WRO01700287. Deputy Kate O’Connell asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if she will increase the budget of Foras na Gaeilge in line with the investment 
plan submitted to her by 80 Irish language groups, which would provide opportunities to local 
Irish language groups in Dublin Bay South and in other constituencies to implement language 
plans and develop Irish language hubs in their areas. [33636/16]

08/11/2016WRO01800288. Deputy Kate O’Connell asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs her views on the fact that, if the Foras na Gaeilge budget, which has been 
reduced by nearly 30% since 2008, is not increased, local Irish language groups in areas such 
as Dublin Bay South will not be able to access supports to develop the Irish language in their 
areas and to attain the new status arising from the Gaeltacht Act of an Irish language network. 
[33637/16]

08/11/2016WRO01900Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Seán 
Kyne): I propose to take Questions Nos. 285, 287 and 288 together.

As I indicated in my response to Question No. 377 on 25 October 2016, the budget for Foras 
na Gaeilge is subject to approval by the North South Ministerial Council, given its status as an 
agency of An Foras Teanga, which is a North South Implementation Body co-funded by my 
Department and the Department for Communities in Northern Ireland.

An indicative provision of €13.239m has been provided within my Department’s Vote for 
An Foras Teanga in 2017.  In regard to funding for specific programmes of work, the dispersal 
of the budget will be an operational matter for Foras na Gaeilge, within the framework of the 
NSMC-approved business plan and budget.
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The investment plan submitted by Conradh na Gaeilge on behalf of Irish language and 
Gaeltacht groups is very ambitious in seeking additional funding in the region of €5m in 2017 
and €30m over the period. In that context, I should say that almost €60m has been provided 
in the 2017 Estimates for my Department’s Irish language, Gaeltacht and Islands programme, 
including funding for An Foras Teanga. This represents an increase of €2.3m over the 2016 
provision.  However, the Deputies can rest assured that I will continue, insofar as I can, to seek 
additional funding for the Irish language, within the overall budgetary resources available to 
the Government.

08/11/2016WRO02000Departmental Strategy Statements

08/11/2016WRO02100286. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Re-
gional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if her Department has produced a new statement of strategy 
since May 2016; and if so, the measures in it to support persons with disabilities. [33624/16]

08/11/2016WRO02200Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): My Department has prepared a Draft Statement of Strategy as provided for under 
Section 5 of the Public Service Management Act 1997. I am currently considering this docu-
ment with a view to finalising it before its submission to Government.  My Department is not 
directly responsible for the provision of services specifically targeted at persons with disabili-
ties. However, the relevant provisions of the National Disability Strategy Implementation Plan, 
which underpins the participation of people with disabilities in Irish society, will continue to be 
reflected in the development and implementation of policies and schemes administered by my 
Department.

  Questions Nos. 287 and 288 answered with Question No. 285.

08/11/2016WRO02400Maritime Salvage

08/11/2016WRO02500289. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if she is satisfied that the recent salvage and recovery of artefacts from the 
RMS Lusitania has been carried out under licence from her Department; if she is further satis-
fied that the licence conditions are being complied with; and the level of archaeological supervi-
sion and input her Department, the National Monuments Service and the National Museum had 
in respect of the recovery of these artefacts from the RMS Lusitania.  [33798/16]

08/11/2016WRO02600Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The recent recovery of a telegraph from the wreck of the RMS Lusitania was 
undertaken with my Department’s approval by the holder of a dive license granted by the De-
partment’s National Monuments Service under the National Monuments Acts.  The telegraph is 
currently being conserved and its recovery and location has, I understand, been notified to the 
National Museum of Ireland by the owner of the wreck, as required by the licence.

08/11/2016WRO02700Nursing Staff Remuneration

08/11/2016WRO02800290. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the starting salary and allow-
ances in place for nurses as and from 1 January 2010; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33752/16]

08/11/2016WRO02900291. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the starting salary and allow-
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ances in place for nurses as and from 1 November 2016; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33753/16]

08/11/2016WRO03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 290 and 
291 together.

The starting salary for staff nurses and midwives as and from 1 January 2010 was €30,234, 
for mental health staff nurses the starting salary as and from 1 January 2010 was €30,937. The 
corresponding salaries as and from 1 November 2016 are €27,483 and €28,122. This reflects the 
10% reduced new entrant scales introduced with effect from 1 January 2011.

Nurses and midwives may also qualify for a range of allowances and premium payments 
depending on their working hours, their work location and the qualifications they hold. With 
effect from the 1 January 2017 nurses will receive a 36 week incremental credit for their 4th 
year student clinical placement will apply to all graduating nurses. This means they will move 
on to the second point of the incremental pay scale after 16 weeks in their first post. From 1 
September 2017 they will also receive €1,000 as part of restoration of pay under the Lansdowne 
Road Agreement.

Further details are set out in the consolidated salary scales which contains salary scales for 
all grades of nursing and details of all of the allowances that may be available to qualifying 
nurses.

The 1 January 2010 salary scales are available here: 

http://health.gov.ie/blog/publications/department-of-health-and-children-consolidated-sal-
ary-scales-effective-from-1st-jan-2010/. 

The 1 January 2016 salary scales which are still current as of todays date are available 
here: http://health.gov.ie/blog/publications/department-of-health-consolidated-salary-scales-
in-accordance-with-clause-5-1-of-the-lansdowne-road-agreement/.

08/11/2016WRO03100Psychological Services

08/11/2016WRO03200292. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which child 
psychological services require improvement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33837/16]

08/11/2016WRO03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): Additional 
funding provided for mental health services in Budget 2017 accords with Programme for Gov-
ernment commitments to improve all aspects of mental health services, including Child and 
Adolescent Mental Health services.  The allocation for mental health in 2017 will total around 
€851 million, thereby giving an increase of €24.7 million, or approximately 3%, over 2016.

In line with the recommendations of A Vision for Change, the HSE continues to prioritise 
the mental health needs of those under age 18 by developing services in line with annual HSE 
National Service Plans.  Child and Adolescent Mental Health services fall within the secondary 
and tertiary levels of specialist care.  A young person, therefore, must have a moderate to severe 
mental illness in order to access such specialist services, based on professional assessed need.  
The publication of a new Standard Operating Procedures in 2015 has provided greater clarity 
and consistency on how specialist  mental health service for children are delivered nationally.  
It is important to note that, despite increasing demands overall on the Child and Adolescent 
Mental Health system, individual cases assessed as urgent receive priority.
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The HSE is, for example, improving collaboration between Mental Health and Primary 
Care in the key areas of Preventative, Early Intervention and Counselling services for young 
people. In the vast majority of cases, young people will be assessed and treated at Primary Care 
level, in Social Care or Disability services, without needing specialist clinical input.  The latter 
is only one element of an overall care approach provided to young people to promote positive 
mental health and Recovery, as appropriate.  In the context of expanding services, the HSE is 
pursuing various initiatives to address widely recognised difficulties in the recruitment and re-
tention of healthcare staff, including child psychologists.

While there were significant reductions in the length of waiting times for HSE Primary Care 
Psychology services in 2015, there was also an increased demand for treatment.  To address 
this, significant funding in 2017 will resource improved recruitment of additional psycholo-
gists, and also fund rapid access to better evidence-based stepped care interventions.  The pro-
vision of improved integrated services should ensure that Child  and Adolescent Mental Health 
Services are able to operate at the specialist mental health service level intended.

The Deputy may rest assured that the Department of Health, in conjunction with the HSE, 
will continue to closely monitor planned service improvements for this key care area.

08/11/2016WRO03400National Lottery Funding Data

08/11/2016WRO03500293. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if national lottery funding is 
available at present through his Department to support the work of community groups; if so, 
whether there are specific programmes eligible for grant assistance; the details of same; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [33274/16]

08/11/2016WRO03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department administers a National Lot-
tery Discretionary Fund from which once-off grants are paid to community and voluntary or-
ganisations providing a range of health related services.  Funding in 2016 amounts to €3.286m.

The closing date for receipt of applications for 2016 was the 6th May.

08/11/2016WRO03700Services for People with Disabilities

08/11/2016WRO03800294. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite the provi-
sion of specific therapy for persons (details supplied) in County Cork. [33289/16]

08/11/2016WRO03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRP00150Hospital Appointments Status
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08/11/2016WRP00200295. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a medical pro-
cedure in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33292/16]

08/11/2016WRP00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred for a medical procedure.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that 
the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with 
the consultant and the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 

08/11/2016WRP00350Health Services Staff

08/11/2016WRP00400296. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay 
in sanctioning staff for the new 75 bed ward block at University Hospital Galway; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33306/16]

08/11/2016WRP00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

08/11/2016WRP00550Speech and Language Therapy Provision

08/11/2016WRP00600297. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork will receive speech and language therapy intervention; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33307/16]

08/11/2016WRP00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRP00750Patient Data

08/11/2016WRP00800298. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health where records from a nurs-
ing home (details supplied) are currently stored.  [33308/16]

08/11/2016WRP00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Registration of Maternity Homes Act, 
1934, required maternity homes to maintain certain birth records.  These records were kept at 
the home. Given the passage of time, I am not sure if all records relating to the private maternity 
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home in question still exist.  I am, however, aware that some historic maternity records are held 
by the National Archives.  Accordingly, it might be worth addressing your query to that Office.

08/11/2016WRP00950Hospital Appointments Status

08/11/2016WRP01000299. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment in Beaumont Hospital.  [33309/16]

08/11/2016WRP01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

08/11/2016WRP01150Health Services Provision

08/11/2016WRP01200300. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health the reason children in County 
Cork who require orthotics are subjected to a long waiting list when this is not the case in other 
counties; and the reason orthotics for children in County Cork are under funded.  [33315/16]

08/11/2016WRP01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRP01350Health Services Provision

08/11/2016WRP01400301. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if he will assist in making or-
thotics available to a person (details supplied) in County Cork.  [33316/16]

08/11/2016WRP01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRP01550Health Services Staff

08/11/2016WRP01600302. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if he will investigate the delays 
in relation to staffing at a hospital (details supplied); if his attention has been drawn to the fact 
that the delay in having all staff in place is resulting in a delay in the commencement of the 
new double kidney and pancreas transplant programme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [33319/16]

08/11/2016WRP01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): An extensive programme of work has been 
undertaken in St Vincent’s University Hospital (SVUH) to enable the transfer of the Pancreatic 
Transplant Programme from Beaumont Hospital.  This work included: 
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- the development and implementation of a multi-disciplinary team approach:

- the recruitment of additional personnel including an additional transplant surgeon, an ad-
ditional transplant fellow, two transplant co-ordinators, a clinical nurse manager and a clinical 
facilitator for transplant in theatre; 

- engagement with external parties including establishing links with the Royal Infirmary 
Transplant Centre in Edinburgh; and

- nurse education and training.

The level of staffing required to undertake this work is in place.  However, a delay in pro-
gressing nurse training has arisen due to an Industrial Relations issue.  I am advised that SVUH 
and the INMO are continuing to engage in an effort to resolve this issue.

08/11/2016WRP01750Health Services Staff

08/11/2016WRP01800303. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health if the vacancies in the south 
Leitrim early intervention team have been filled; and if not, when he expects to have the south 
Leitrim early intervention team fully staffed.  [33320/16]

08/11/2016WRP01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRP01950Health Services Staff

08/11/2016WRP02000304. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health if cover was provided earlier in 
2016 while a person (details supplied) was on maternity leave.  [33321/16]

08/11/2016WRP02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRP02150Speech and Language Therapy

08/11/2016WRP02200305. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health if he will consider approving 
the recruitment of an additional speech therapist to the Ballyshannon health centre (details sup-
plied).  [33322/16]

08/11/2016WRP02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.
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08/11/2016WRP02350Mental Health Services Provision

08/11/2016WRP02400306. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Health the medical and psycholog-
ical interventions and supports that have been provided to a person (details supplied) since the 
person was found guilty of grievous bodily harm and remanded to prison; if his Department will 
liaise with the Department of Justice and Equality to urgently provide the person with necessary 
psychiatric medical intervention; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33324/16]

08/11/2016WRP02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

08/11/2016WRP02550General Practitioner Training

08/11/2016WRP02600307. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health his plans to establish a gen-
eral practitioner training programme in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [33326/16]

08/11/2016WRP02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Programme for Partnership Govern-
ment emphasises the need to focus on enhancing primary healthcare services, including build-
ing up GP capacity.  There are currently 14 GP Specialist (Vocational) Training Programmes in 
operation in Ireland and doctors who wish to pursue GP training in Ireland may apply for a gen-
eral practice training post in one of these programmes.  At present, all GP training programmes 
are of 4 years duration and all trainees are required to complete 2 years in a hospital setting and 
2 years in general practice with a GP trainer.  The number of GP training places has increased 
from 120 prior to 2010 to the current level of 172 per annum.

As the training of GPs is currently a matter for the Health Service Executive, this question 
has been referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRP02750Hospital Facilities

08/11/2016WRP02800308. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of 
a dedicated obstetrics theatre at University Hospital Kerry; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [33344/16]

08/11/2016WRP02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

08/11/2016WRP02950Health Services Data

08/11/2016WRP03000309. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if he will provide for each 
month to date in 2016, in tabular form, the number of occasions when scans and images from 
the radiology department at Letterkenny University Hospital were physically transported to 
other hospitals to be analysed; the mode of transportation used in each such case; the cost of 
transportation incurred by the hospital in each such case; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [33355/16]

08/11/2016WRP03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.
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08/11/2016WRP03150Patient Data

08/11/2016WRP03200310. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of patients who have 
been permanent patients in Kerry general hospital since January 2016; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33356/16]

08/11/2016WRP03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 

08/11/2016WRP03350General Practitioner Services

08/11/2016WRP03400311. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the status of plans to provide 
alternative facilities for a general practitioner surgery (details supplied) in County Donegal; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33358/16]

08/11/2016WRP03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRP03550Primary Care Centres

08/11/2016WRP03600312. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the status of plans to develop a 
new primary care centre (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [33359/16]

08/11/2016WRP03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the provi-
sion of Primary Care Centres and other Primary Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to 
reply directly to the Deputy in relation to the progress of planned and proposed Primary Care 
Centres. 

08/11/2016WRP03750Hospital Appointments Status

08/11/2016WRP03800313. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33371/16]

08/11/2016WRP03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

08/11/2016WRQ00200Disease Management

08/11/2016WRQ00300314. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health the treatment options 
available for patients here with Lyme disease; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33376/16]
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08/11/2016WRQ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Lyme disease (also known as Lyme bor-
reliosis) is an infection transmitted to humans by bites from ticks infected with the bacterium 
Borrelia burgdorferi.  The infection is generally mild affecting only the skin, but can occasion-
ally be more severe and debilitating.  Many infected people have no symptoms at all.  The com-
monest noticeable evidence of infection is a rash called erythema migrans that is seen in about 
80-90% of patients.  This red, raised skin rash (often called a bulls-eye rash) develops between 
3 days and a month after a tick bite and spreads outwards from the initial bite site.  People can 
also complain of ‘flu-like symptoms such as headache, sore throat, neck stiffness, fever, muscle 
aches and general fatigue.  Occasionally, there may be more serious symptoms involving the 
nervous system, joints, the heart or other tissues.  Lyme Disease is the commonest cause of 
tick-borne infection in Europe. 

Lyme borreliosis is a notifiable infectious disease, the notifiable entity being the more se-
vere neurological form, Lyme neuroborreliosis.  The Health Protection Surveillance Centre 
(HPSC) collects and collates surveillance data on the condition.  The Weekly Infectious Dis-
ease Report, published by the HPSC on 26 October 2016, indicated that for week 42-2016 
(16/10/16-22/10/16) there have been 16 cases notified so far in 2016 - an increase of 5 on the 
same period last year.  However, the diverse and unspecific nature of the symptoms means that 
a number of the less serious cases may not be diagnosed, leading to an underreporting of cases.  
Recent estimates suggest that there may be up to 50-100 cases in Ireland per year.

Lyme disease can be very successfully treated using common antibiotics.  These antibiot-
ics are effective at clearing the rash and helping to prevent the development of complications.  
Antibiotics are generally given for up to three weeks.  If complications develop, intravenous 
antibiotics may be considered. In Ireland, treatment by most clinicians is based on that laid out 
in evidence-based guidelines for the management of patients with Lyme disease, human granu-
locytic anaplasmosis (formerly known as human granulocytic ehrlichiosis), and babesiosis pub-
lished by the Infectious Diseases Society of America (IDSA) in 2006.  This pharmacological 
regime can be summarised thus:

- Doxycycline, amoxicillin or cefuroxime for the treatment of adults with early localised or 
early disseminated Lyme disease associated with erythema migrans, in the absence of specific 
neurologic manifestations (ceftriaxone in early Lyme disease for adults with acute neurologic 
disease manifested by meningitis or radiculopathy);

- Doxycycline, amoxicillin, or cefuroxime for adults with Lyme arthritis but without clinical 
evidence of neurologic disease;

- For late neurological disease in adults - intravenous ceftriaxone, cefotaxime or Penicillin 
G.

The Scientific Advisory Committee of the HPSC has established a Lyme Borreliosis Sub-
Committee, the aim of which is to develop strategies to undertake primary prevention in order 
to minimise the harm caused by Lyme Borreliosis in Ireland.  In addition to staff from the 
HPSC, the membership of the Sub-Committee includes specialists in Public Health Medicine, 
Consultants in Infectious Diseases, Clinical Microbiology, Occupational Health an Entomolo-
gist from the Parks and Wildlife Service, a representative from the Local Government Manage-
ment Agency and an Environmental Health Officer.  Representation has also been sought from 
a Lyme Disease advocacy group.

The Terms of Reference of the Sub-Committee are:

- To raise awareness in Ireland of Lyme Borreliosis amongst clinicians and the general pub-
lic;
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- To identify and highlight best international practice in raising awareness about Lyme Bor-
reliosis for the general public;

- To develop policies of primary prevention of Lyme Borreliosis in Ireland based on best 
international practice;

- To explore ways in which to improve surveillance of neuroborreliosis in Ireland;

- To develop strategies to raise awareness among the general public particularly in areas of 
higher tick populations;

- To produce a Final Report covering all the above areas.

The initial work of the Lyme Borreliosis Sub-committee involves a survey of laboratory 
methods for the diagnosis of Lyme borreliosis in Ireland, the development of Lyme borreliosis 
guidance for general practitioners, the publication of medical media articles to highlight di-
agnostics and laboratory methods relating to Lyme borreliosis available in Ireland for general 
practitioners, and ongoing work in drawing together the Final Report of the Sub-committee.  
The Sub-Committee  is expected to report in 2017.

08/11/2016WRQ00500State Investments

08/11/2016WRQ00600315. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health his views on the fact that 
taxpayer funds are currently invested in three separate tobacco companies as part of the Ire-
land Strategic Investment Fund, managed through the National Treasury Management Agency, 
NTMA,; his views on the appropriateness of this investment; if he has expressed any concerns 
regarding this matter directly to the NTMA, the Minister for Finance and the Minister for Pub-
lic Expenditure and Reform; his views on calls to add tobacco companies to the list of prohib-
ited investment categories; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33381/16]

08/11/2016WRQ00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 
The Minister for Finance informs me that as at 31 October 2016 the Ireland Strategic Invest-
ment Fund (ISIF) had equity holdings in three tobacco companies with a value of €1.5m or .02 
per cent of its total assets.

I understand from my colleague, the Minister for Finance, that the Fund operates to high in-
ternational standards and invests in line with both the UN-sponsored Principles for Responsible 
Investment (PRI) and the Santiago Principles, which are the globally accepted best practice 
principles for sovereign investment funds such as ISIF.  ISIF commits to reviewing all of its 
investments for exposures to sectors and/or companies with potentially controversial business 
exposures and associated reputational risks.  Exclusion has not been part of ISIF’s Responsible 
Investment strategy – with the only exclusions from the Fund being mandated by legislation.  
ISIF’s senior management and the NTMA Board’s Investment Committee have agreed to re-
view their current policy on exclusions.  This review is underway and is expected to be com-
pleted by the end of the first quarter of 2017.  Separately, a review of ISIF’s investment strategy, 
due to take place 18 months after the establishment of the ISIF, is also underway.

The NTMA (Amendment) Act 2014 provides that the Minister for Finance may consult with 
other Government Ministers as appropriate in relation to this review.  I will, in consultation 
with my colleague Minister Harris, express my concerns to the Minister for Finance about the 
appropriateness of these investments in tobacco companies in the context of the review of the 
investment strategy and exclusions policy.
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08/11/2016WRQ00800Services for People with Disabilities

08/11/2016WRQ00900316. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the additional funding available 
for persons who have undertaken selective dorsal rhizotomy surgery for aftercare services; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33384/16]

08/11/2016WRQ01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The particular issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the HSE.  Accordingly I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRQ01100Emergency Services

08/11/2016WRQ01200317. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to an internal HSE audit into management and work practices at the NEOC emergency call 
centres; if it has been furnished to the director general and him; when it will be published; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33388/16]

08/11/2016WRQ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
HSE to reply directly to you.

08/11/2016WRQ01400Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

08/11/2016WRQ01500318. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
has had their entitlement to medical equipment reduced; and if so, the reason for such a reduc-
tion [33392/16]

08/11/2016WRQ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRQ01700Hospital Appointments Status

08/11/2016WRQ01800319. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a hospital ap-
pointment for a person (details supplied).  [33395/16]

08/11/2016WRQ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
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warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

08/11/2016WRQ02000Hospital Appointments Status

08/11/2016WRQ02100320. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33399/16]

08/11/2016WRQ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

08/11/2016WRQ02300Hospital Services

08/11/2016WRQ02400321. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason no MRI scanning 
service is available to persons during weekend periods at Letterkenny University Hospital; if 
additional staffing resources will be allocated to the facility to ensure that weekend cover is in 
place for patients requiring access to radiology services; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33405/16]

08/11/2016WRQ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

08/11/2016WRQ02600Hospital Staff

08/11/2016WRQ02700322. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify the situation 
concerning the payment of Christmas bonuses to HSE staff working in hospitals on Christmas 
Day in 2016 as this falls on a Sunday; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33406/16]

08/11/2016WRQ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.  

08/11/2016WRQ02900National Children’s Hospital

08/11/2016WRQ03000323. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to concerns that there may not be adequate affordable parking spaces for the families of chil-
dren in the proposed new national children’s hospital in the St. James’s Hospital site; the way 
these concerns are being addressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33407/16]
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08/11/2016WRQ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The campus at St. James’s hospital benefits 
from a full suite of transport options including private car, national rail, LUAS, bus, bicycle, 
pedestrian and taxi.

Notwithstanding the public transport accessibility of the site, the need of most parents to 
access the hospital by car is recognised, and ample parking has been provided for families 
based on current and projected future demand.  1,000 car parking spaces are being provided, 
with a minimum of 675 of these dedicated to family parking.  This is based on an assessment 
of the level of parking demand, developed in consultation with the medical planning team.  The 
National Paediatric Hospital Development Board (NPHDB), the statutory body responsible for 
planning, designing, building and equipping the new children’s hospital has confirmed, that 
this level of parking provision will facilitate 100% car parking provision for inpatient, daycase 
and emergency attendances, and 65% car parking provision for outpatient attendances.  The car 
parking stock and appointment schedules will be actively managed to ensure that all patients 
wishing to avail of parking will be facilitated.  In addition, a condition of the planning permis-
sion granted by An Bord Pleanála is that a minimum of 20 spaces be marked and designated as 
“parent and child” spaces and reserved for parents of children with specific needs (equipment 
etc.). 

In regard to parking costs, these will be considered in due course having regard to the needs 
of patients and families, including families of long-stay patients.

08/11/2016WRQ03200Services for People with Disabilities

08/11/2016WRQ03300324. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an application 
for home support in respect of persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33414/16]

08/11/2016WRQ03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

08/11/2016WRQ03500Home Help Service Provision

08/11/2016WRQ03600325. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if he will provide sufficient 
home help hours for a person (details supplied) in order for the person to be able to remain at 
home in view of the fact that they were previously told they would be allocated with 32 hours 
weekly and that they were a high dependency case; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [33416/16]

08/11/2016WRQ03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.
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08/11/2016WRQ03800Hospital Appointments Status

08/11/2016WRQ03900326. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if he will examine and expedite a 
hospital appointment in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33419/16]

08/11/2016WRQ04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly. 

08/11/2016WRQ04100Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

08/11/2016WRQ04200327. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the status of an application for a 
prosthetic limb in respect of a person (details supplied).  [33422/16]

08/11/2016WRQ04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRQ04400Vaccination Programme

08/11/2016WRQ04500328. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if he will provide parents in 
counties Cavan and Monaghan an update regarding the delay in providing the BCG vaccine; if 
their babies are at risk of TB due to this; if it will become a routine vaccine again when stocks 
are restored; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33430/16]

08/11/2016WRQ04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): There is currently a worldwide shortage of 
BCG vaccine.  In 2015 the United Nations Children’s Funds (UNICEF) estimated a worldwide 
shortage of 65 million doses of BCG.  The vaccine has not been available in Ireland since the 
end of April 2015.  The manufacturer has had difficulties in the production of the BCG vaccine.  
The manufacturer has informed the HSE there will be no supply of BCG until 2017.  Conse-
quently, BCG vaccination clinics in HSE Clinics and Maternity hospitals have been postponed 
until new stock arrives.

There is only one licensed supplier of BCG vaccine to Ireland and to other countries within 
the EU.  Since this problem became apparent, the HSE National Immunisation Office has been 
in regular contact with the manufacturer of BCG vaccine to ascertain when the vaccine might 
be available.  The HSE has also asked the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA), 
which licenses and regulates all human medicines in Ireland, to source an alternate supplier of 
the BCG vaccine.  Efforts have been made to find a company who can provide the vaccine for 
use in Ireland which satisfies all the HPRA requirements on safety and efficacy.  To date no suit-
able alternative BCG product has been found.  Therefore the HSE has been unable to procure 
the BCG vaccine from any other source and still awaits the product from the HPRA licensed 
supplier of the vaccine. 
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The supplier has indicated that supplies of the vaccine are not expected to be delivered into 
Ireland until early 2017.  When there is confirmation of the date of new supply a decision will 
be made, guided by the recommendations of the National Immunisation Advisory Committee, 
on who should be prioritised to receive the vaccine.  Arrangements will then be made to admin-
ister the vaccine,  including to those prioritised in Cavan and Monaghan.

In Ireland the number of cases of tuberculosis (TB) has been falling.  TB is a notifiable 
disease under the Infectious Diseases (Amendment) Regulations 2016 (S.I. No. 276 of 2016).  
In 2015, 318 cases of TB were notified to the Health Protection Surveillance Centre, giving 
a national TB notification rate of 6.9 per 100,000, the lowest rate reported since surveillance 
commenced.  According to the World Health Organisation, the definition of a low incidence TB 
country is one with a national TB notification rate of less than 10 cases per 100,000, Ireland is 
in this category.  The risk to babies remains unchanged, even allowing for delay in getting BCG 
vaccine in Ireland. 

08/11/2016WRQ04700Rape Crisis Network Funding

08/11/2016WRQ04800329. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if he will consider making funds 
available to facilitate the creation of a rape crisis outreach centre in Navan, County Meath (de-
tails supplied).  [33435/16]

08/11/2016WRQ04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 

08/11/2016WRQ05000Voluntary Sector Funding

08/11/2016WRQ05100330. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if he will provide funding to a 
voluntary organisation (details supplied) in order to buy defibrillators for the area under their 
remit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33436/16]

08/11/2016WRQ05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 
Community groups may apply for lottery funding to help with the purchase of defibrillators and 
the HSE has also supported local community initiatives with this.  In addition, one of the means 
to help improve health outcomes in this area is through the expansion of the National First Re-
sponse Network.  Community first responder groups comprise this national network.  These are 
people from local communities who are trained in basic life support and the use of defibrillators 
that attend a potentially life threatening emergency in their area.  They are then able to provide 
an early intervention in situations such as heart attack or cardiac arrest by providing, among 
other things, resuscitation and defibrillation.

Cardiac First Responders (CFR) Ireland, launched in 2015, is the national umbrella organi-
sation for Community First Responders Groups.  CFR Ireland works with the National Ambu-
lance Service, Pre-Hospital Emergency Care Council and the Centre for Emergency Medical 
Science UCD.  There are currently 141 Community First Responder groups tasked by the Na-
tional Ambulance Service.  If an emergency 999/112 call for cardiac arrest, choking, chest pain 
or breathing difficulties is made to the National Ambulance Service in an area where a CFR 
group is established, the on-duty CFR member gets a text from the National Ambulance Ser-
vice at the same time that an ambulance is despatched with location and call details.  The First 
Responder then goes straight to the scene and administers initial care (defibrillation if required) 
until the National Ambulance Service Emergency resources arrive.
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08/11/2016WRQ05300Hospital Appointments Status

08/11/2016WRQ05400331. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33445/16]

08/11/2016WRQ05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

08/11/2016WRQ05600Hospital Accommodation Provision

08/11/2016WRQ05700332. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health the progress on the develop-
ment of the new hospital at St. Patrick’s Hospital, Carrick on Shannon, County Leitrim; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [33450/16]

08/11/2016WRQ05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Capital Programme announced earlier 
this year provides for the replacement and refurbishment of 90 public nursing homes across the 
country over the next five years including St Patrick’s Hospital, Carrick-on-Shannon.  Under 
this Programme it is proposed to deliver a new build 100 bed CNU at St Patrick’s Hospital, 
Carrick-on-Shannon by 2021.  This will replace  existing beds where the physical environment 
requires significant improvement. 

Significant work has been undertaken by the HSE in determining the most appropriate 
scheduling of projects over the 5 year period from 2016 to 2021, within the phased provision of 
funding, to achieve compliance and registration with HIQA.  All healthcare infrastructure de-
velopments, including this development, must comply with DPER guidelines and EU directives 
and will require a lead-in time to complete the various stages.  These stages include appraisal, 
project brief, design feasibility, detailed design, some of which may overlap,  the review of 
costing estimates and finalisation of financing. 

08/11/2016WRR00200Charitable Donations Administration

08/11/2016WRR00300333. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that the HSE received a donation of €300,000 intended for use by a children’s 
cancer charity (details supplied) in 2009 but only ever provided €50,000 of the money to the 
intended beneficiary; if the rest of the funds will now be supplied; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33458/16]

08/11/2016WRR00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy’s question relates to service 
delivery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to her.
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08/11/2016WRR00500Hospitals Capital Programme

08/11/2016WRR00600334. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Health the details of proposals 
for the development of a new day surgery and additional theatres at Merlin Park hospital con-
tained in the capital plan, including the scale, purpose and proposed cost of the development, in 
addition to a timeline within which it is expected to be completed [33459/16]

08/11/2016WRR00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has advised that the Merlin Park 
project in question is with the HSE National Capital and Property Steering Committee for re-
view and prioritisation.  The role of this Committee is to review and prioritise projects for inclu-
sion in the multi-annual Capital Plan.  A review of estimated costs was sought and is awaited.  
As the project has not been yet been approved for inclusion in the Capital Plan, it is therefore 
not possible to provide a timeline for delivery at this point.   

All healthcare infrastructure developments, including this development, must comply with 
the HSE’s Estates Protocol, DPER guidelines and EU directives.  A lead-in time will be re-
quired to complete the various stages, which include project appraisal, project brief, design 
feasibility, cost review, sketch design stage, detailed design / pre-tender cost review and plan-
ning permission, among others.

Funding is dependent on the costing and timing of the project, the availability of resources 
in the context of competing demands in a national context, the future capital envelope for the 
health service and the overall priorities for future service development in the Saolta University 
Health Care Group.

08/11/2016WRR00800Nursing Home Services

08/11/2016WRR00900335. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if he will request the HSE to 
intervene in a hospital (details supplied) to ensure that staff payroll is not reduced. [33461/16]

08/11/2016WRR01000342. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if annual funding to a hospital 
(details supplied) has been reduced in respect of its day-to-day running costs. [33494/16]

08/11/2016WRR01100348. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if a hospital (details supplied) 
is being considered for an increase in the rate per bed under the National Treatment Purchase 
Fund. [33511/16]

08/11/2016WRR01200350. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the funding shortfall at a hospital (details supplied); and if his attention has further been drawn 
to the fact that local management is seeking cost savings through wage restrictions across non-
nursing, nursing and management sectors.  [33513/16]

08/11/2016WRR01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 335, 342, 348 and 350 together.

Cobh Community Hospital is a voluntary organisation providing long term residential and 
short term care.  The Nursing Homes Support Scheme provides financial support for residents 
at the facility who are participants in the Scheme.  The legislation underpinning the Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme requires each private and voluntary nursing home to negotiate and 
agree a price for long-term residential care services with the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
(NTPF) should they wish to be an approved nursing home for the purposes of the Scheme.  The 
NTPF may examine the records and accounts of nursing homes as part of the process with the 
objective of setting a fair price which delivers value for money to the individual and the State.
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In negotiating with nursing homes, the NTPF has regard to:

- Costs reasonably and prudently incurred by the nursing home and evidence of value for 
money;

- Price(s) previously charged;

- Local market price; and

- Budgetary constraints and the obligation on the State to use available resources in the 
most beneficial, effective and efficient manner to improve, promote and protect the health and 
welfare of the public.

The NTPF has statutory independence in the performance of its function, and negotiates 
with each nursing home on an individual basis.  The Department of Health has no role in such 
individual negotiations.

The HSE also provides funding to Cobh Community Hospital under Section 39 of the Health 
Act.  As this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct 
reply.

08/11/2016WRR01400Constitutional Amendments

08/11/2016WRR01500336. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if an analysis has been carried 
out by his Department in anticipation of the removal of the eighth amendment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33462/16]

08/11/2016WRR01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government has established a Citizen’s 
Assembly, in line with its Programme for Partnership Government commitment, to consider a 
number of matters including constitutional reform.  The establishment and terms of reference 
of the Assembly were approved by a resolution of both Houses of the Oireachtas in July of this 
year.  The Assembly is required to first consider the Eighth Amendment of the Constitution 
(Article 40.3.3) and report with its recommendations on the matter to the Oireachtas in the first 
half of 2017.  The Assembly’s recommendations will be acted upon by a Special Oireachtas 
Committee, which will be asked to report in six months. 

Judge Mary Laffoy, a Justice of the Supreme Court, is chairing the Assembly comprised 
of 99 citizens randomly chosen from the population.  The first meeting of the Assembly took 
place in Dublin Castle on 15 of October and a list of dates has been agreed to discuss the Eighth 
Amendment over the next number of months. 

My Department will consider carefully the outcome of the Oireachtas deliberation on Ar-
ticle 40.3.3. and assess any necessary policy or legal changes that may arise.

08/11/2016WRR01700Hospital Facilities

08/11/2016WRR01800337. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the status of plans to utilise 
facilities at Our Lady’s Hospital, Cashel, County Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33463/16]

08/11/2016WRR01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.
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08/11/2016WRR02000Speech and Language Therapy Provision

08/11/2016WRR02100338. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that a person 
(details supplied) receives the necessary speech and language services that they require and are 
entitled to. [33466/16]

08/11/2016WRR02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

08/11/2016WRR02300Hospital Appointments Status

08/11/2016WRR02400339. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health when a date for a cataracts 
operation will be provided to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33480/16]

08/11/2016WRR02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014,   has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

08/11/2016WRR02600Hospital Investigations

08/11/2016WRR02700340. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal can expect a report from University Hospital Galway to be finalised; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33481/16]

08/11/2016WRR02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

08/11/2016WRR02900Respite Care Services

08/11/2016WRR03000341. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health the number of respite beds 
reserved exclusively for persons with dementia provided for in south Dublin; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33482/16]

08/11/2016WRR03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

  Question No. 342 answered with Question No. 335.

08/11/2016WRR03300Hospital Services

08/11/2016WRR03400343. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if he will assist a community 
hospital (details supplied) in County Cork. [33496/16]

08/11/2016WRR03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Health 
Information and Quality Authority is the independent authority established under the Health 
Act 2007 to drive continuous improvement and to monitor safety and quality in Ireland’s health 
and personal social care services.  Since 2009 all nursing homes - public, voluntary and private 
have been registered and inspected by HIQA.  

The functions of the Minister for Health in relation to HIQA and the Chief Inspector of So-
cial Services are prescribed in the Act, and in this respect the Chief Inspector is independent in 
the exercise of these functions. 

08/11/2016WRR03600Nursing Homes Support Scheme Expenditure

08/11/2016WRR03700344. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his views on the concerns of the 
private and voluntary nursing home sector regarding the failings of the fair deal funding model 
and their push for greater equality in fees payable for the provision of nursing home care; and 
his further views on whether the fair deal budget and fees payable to nursing homes should be 
resourced to recognise the escalating cost environment in which nursing homes are operating. 
[33500/16]

08/11/2016WRR03800345. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will justify private and vol-
untary nursing home operators receiving fees that are up to seven times below those provided 
to HSE counterparts; and if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the fees payable to HSE 
nursing homes do not encompass costs such as capital works and commercial rates, whereas 
private and voluntary nursing homes are expected to absorb such costs within the considerably 
reduced fees payable to them. [33501/16]

08/11/2016WRR03900346. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his views on fair deal payments 
being indexed in recognition of the increasing cost environment in which nursing homes are 
operating. [33502/16]

08/11/2016WRR04000347. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his views on an independent ap-
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peals process that would enable nursing homes to have recourse to appeal a fee offered by the 
NTPF that the provider does not view is fair or sustainable. [33503/16]

08/11/2016WRR04100355. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if, in view of the huge varianc-
es in fees payable between the HSE and private and voluntary nursing homes, he recognises the 
imperative and urgent requirement for the review of the nursing home support scheme pricing 
mechanism to support residents requiring nursing home care across all settings, that is, public, 
private and voluntary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33559/16]

08/11/2016WRR04200356. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the criticism by a previous Minister of State with responsibility for older persons of the way 
in which fees for nursing home care are deciphered and the research undertaken by a consul-
tancy firm (details supplied) that highlight considerable failings of the funding model in deci-
phering and incorporating true costs incurred for provision of nursing home care; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33560/16]

08/11/2016WRR04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 344 to 347, inclusive, 355 and 356 together.

The legislation underpinning the Nursing Homes Support Scheme requires each private 
nursing home to negotiate and agree a price for long-term residential care services with the 
National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) should they wish to be an approved nursing home 
for the purposes of the Scheme.  The NTPF has statutory independence in the performance of 
its function, and negotiates with each nursing home on an individual basis. The NTPF may 
examine the records and accounts of nursing homes as part of the process with the objective of 
setting a fair price which delivers value for money to the individual and the State. In negotiating 
with nursing homes, the NTPF has regard to:

- Costs reasonably and prudently incurred by the nursing home and evidence of value for 
money;

- Price(s) previously charged;

- Local market price; and

- Budgetary constraints and the obligation on the State to use available resources in the 
most beneficial, effective and efficient manner to improve, promote and protect the health and 
welfare of the public.

The Review of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme, which was published in July 2015, 
committed to a review of pricing mechanisms by the NTPF, with a view to:

-Ensuring value for money and economy, with the lowest possible administrative costs for 
clients and the State and administrative burden for providers;

- Increasing the transparency of the pricing mechanism so that existing and potential inves-
tors can make as informed decisions as possible; and

- Ensuring that there is adequate residential capacity for those residents with more complex 
needs.

The issue of an appeals process will also be considered in this context.

Work has been underway on this Review for a number of months now and it is expected to 
be completed in the coming months.
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The HSE has recently published the cost of care for all public nursing homes.  There are a 
number of reasons why the costs of public facilities are generally higher than those in the pri-
vate sector, including a higher nurse staffing ratio and the impact of public service rates of pay 
and conditions of employment.

The geographical spread of residential placements is also a factor.  In some rural areas long 
stay beds are provided for geographical reasons in smaller centres which would not be profit-
able for a private provider to supply, e.g. Achill Island; Donegal.

With that said, it is important that public facilities operate as efficiently and economically as 
possible and deliver the best possible value for money.  Towards that end the HSE is already en-
gaged in a comprehensive exercise to review and streamline the operation and cost structures of 
public facilities. Differences in the comparative cost of public and private long-term residential 
care will be the subject of a Value for Money and Policy Review to be undertaken by the De-
partment of Health in 2017 to assess reasons for and components of current cost differentials.

  Question No. 348 answered with Question No. 335.

08/11/2016WRR04500National Treatment Purchase Fund Data

08/11/2016WRR04600349. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the current NTPF rates per bed 
for hospitals (details supplied). [33512/16]

08/11/2016WRR04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): Midleton 
Community Hospital, St. Patrick’s Community Hospital, Fermoy, and Bandon Community 
Hospital are public nursing homes.  The National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) has no role 
in setting or negotiating prices for public residential care facilities.  The maximum prices to be 
paid in public facilities, and referred to as the cost of care, are set by the HSE.  The cost for each 
public nursing home is determined using the definition of long-term residential care services 
underpinned by an agreed set of cost components which have been laid before the Houses of 
the Oireachtas. These include pay and non-pay goods and services.

The HSE has recently published the cost of care for all public nursing homes on their web-
site http://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/4/olderpeople/nhss/costofcareHSE.pdf.  

The weekly cost of care in each of the aforementioned nursing homes is as follows:

Name of Public Centre Cost of Care
Midleton Community Hospital and Long 
Stay Unit (Our Lady of Lourdes)

€1,410

St. Patrick’s Community Hospital, Fermoy €1,370
Bandon Community Hospital €1,524
  

Question No. 350 answered with Question No. 335.

08/11/2016WRR04900Medicinal Products Availability

08/11/2016WRR05000351. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health if the clinical 
trial of the drug Respreeza, which treats emphysema caused by severe alpha-1, will continue 
to be made available to the 21 patients who are currently receiving the drug; if it will be made 
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available to approximately 40 more patients if current assessments are favourable; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33553/16]

08/11/2016WRR05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drugs schemes, in 
accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. Prior to decid-
ing whether to reimburse a medicine, the HSE considers a range of statutory criteria, including 
clinical need, cost-effectiveness and the resources available. 

The decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds by the HSE, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharma-
coeconomics (NCPE). The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) of pharma-
ceutical products for the HSE, and can make recommendations on reimbursement to assist the 
HSE in its decision-making process. 

The NCPE is currently conducting an assessment of Respreeza as maintenance treatment of 
emphysema in adults with documented severe alpha1-proteinase inhibitor deficiency. Once this 
assessment is completed, a summary report will be published on the NCPE website. The HSE 
will then consider the NCPE assessment as part of its decision-making process when consider-
ing the drug for reimbursement. 

As the NCPE’s assessment of Respreeza is ongoing, it is not possible to provide further 
details at this time.

I understand that for patients currently accessing Respreeza on a compassionate use basis, 
the company CSL Behring, will continue to provide and administer the drug until the end of the 
year. However the operation of compassionate access schemes are at the discretion of manu-
facturers. I have previously asked manufacturers to show compassion to reopen or maintain 
compassionate access schemes to patients during the assessment process by the HSE.

08/11/2016WRS00200Nursing Home Services

08/11/2016WRS00300352. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of residents of 
public nursing homes for the past five years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33556/16]

08/11/2016WRS00400353. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of nurses employed 
in public nursing homes for the past five years, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33557/16]

08/11/2016WRS00500354. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of vacant nursing 
positions in public nursing homes for the past five years, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33558/16]

08/11/2016WRS00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 352 to 354, inclusive, together.

As these are service matters they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply. 

Questions Nos. 355 and 356 answered with Question No. 344.

08/11/2016WRS01050HSE Staff
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08/11/2016WRS01200357. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a breakdown 
of all HSE management positions in each community health care organisation over the past five 
years, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33578/16]

08/11/2016WRS01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.  

08/11/2016WRS01400Medicinal Products

08/11/2016WRS01500358. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Health if the eye medication Mac-
uShield has been withdrawn from medical card patients; the reason for its withdrawal; and if a 
substitute medication will be made available to medical card patients.  [33581/16]

08/11/2016WRS01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has advised that Macushield prod-
ucts have never been made available to all persons with medical card eligibility; however, Ma-
cushield and similar products were historically available to medical card holders in many areas 
under Discretionary Hardship Arrangements. 

In developing a national framework for the administration of Discretionary Hardship Ar-
rangements, the HSE’s Medicines Management Programme (MMP) was asked to review the 
available therapeutic evidence for supporting reimbursement of Macushield and similar prod-
ucts. The MMP report supported the view of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics that 
the evidence for dietary carotenoids for the prevention of age-related macular degeneration 
(AMD) is inconclusive, and the MMP therefore does not recommend that products containing 
these preparations be reimbursed under any community drug scheme. 

In light of the MMP’s published report, the HSE decided to cease reimbursement support 
for these dietary supplement products.  The MMP report is available at:www.hse.ie/eng/about/
Who/clinical/natclinprog/medicinemanagementprogramme/yourmedicines/Evaluation_Re-
ports/.

As the other issues raised by the Deputy are operational and service matters, they have been 
referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRS01700Primary Medical Certificates Applications

08/11/2016WRS01800359. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will re-examine an applica-
tion for a primary medical certificate in respect of a person (details supplied) with a view to 
granting same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33586/16]

08/11/2016WRS01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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08/11/2016WRS02000Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

08/11/2016WRS02100360. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be scheduled for an orthodontic appointment; and if a date will be confirmed for 2016.  
[33589/16]

08/11/2016WRS02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRS02300Hospital Appointments Status

08/11/2016WRS02400361. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the status of the case of a person 
(details supplied); and when the person concerned will receive an appointment.  [33592/16]

08/11/2016WRS02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly. 

08/11/2016WRS02600Blood Donations

08/11/2016WRS02700362. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when he plans to remove the one 
year deferral for men who have sex with men, MSM, blood donations; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33593/16]

08/11/2016WRS02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In June of this year, I accepted a recom-
mendation from the Irish Blood Transfusion Service that (a) the lifetime deferral policy for men 
who have sex with men (MSM) from donating blood should be reduced to a period of one year 
following their last sexual encounter with a man  and (b) all donors who have had a sexually 
transmitted infection (STI) should be deferred from donating blood for a period of at least five 
years from that infection (current deferral periods vary depending on the STI concerned).

The IBTS advise that these changes will be implemented by the end of January 2017.

08/11/2016WRS02900Accident and Emergency Departments

08/11/2016WRS03000363. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the immediate and urgent actions 
being undertaken to assist front-line staff and make the emergency department a safe and con-
trolled environment for patients with regard to the overcrowding briefing in Tallaght Hospital 
emergency department on 26 October 2016 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [33605/16]

08/11/2016WRS03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department, working with the HSE, has 
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been driving a range of measures to alleviate overcrowding and reduce patient experience times 
in Emergency Departments. 

Following intensive engagements under the auspices of the Workplace Relations Commis-
sion in January this year, HSE management and the INMO reached an agreement on a range of 
measures to improve emergency department working environments. The Agreement involves 
a tightening and earlier activation of the National Escalation Policy and prioritising staffing of 
emergency departments.  The proposals involve the designation of all Emergency Departments 
as distinct workplaces under the Safety Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005. Enhanced health 
and safety and risk management and mitigation measures are being implemented.

The Escalation Framework was issued to the acute hospitals for immediate adoption in De-
cember 2015. The intent is that both capacity and patient throughput are appropriately managed 
during periods of excess demand, in order to maintain a safe and controlled environment for 
patients. 

In addition, the Winter Initiative has provided €40 million of additional funding to assist 
with surges in demand for unscheduled care during Winter 2015-16.  The Initiative aims to 
strike a balance between hospital avoidance measures, supporting patient flow through acute 
hospitals and increasing the availability of social care services. 

In terms of additional measures under the Winter Initiative targeted to specific hospitals, 
Tallaght Hospital has been allocated 4 extra Home Care Packages per week until the end of the 
year and 2 additional Transitional Care Beds per week until the end of February 2017. Funding 
has also been made available to allow patients on the orthopaedic and scoliosis waiting lists at 
Tallaght and other hospitals avail of treatment at Cappagh Hospital and other facilities. 

I can assure the Deputy that there is a very strong focus on reducing Emergency Department 
overcrowding in all my interactions with the HSE, hospitals and other interested parties.

08/11/2016WRS03200Medical Treatment Complaints

08/11/2016WRS03300364. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the policy of his Department 
in respect of persons who had a hip replacement (details supplied) and who are experiencing 
pain and who had an orthopaedic assessment which was clear but are advised to get a second 
assessment or opinion at a cost of €800 plus; his views on whether this cost should be met by 
the company concerned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33606/16]

08/11/2016WRS03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 

08/11/2016WRS03500Hospital Appointments Status

08/11/2016WRS03600365. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite the waiting 
time for which a person (details supplied) can obtain an MRI scan; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33607/16]

08/11/2016WRS03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

08/11/2016WRS03800Health Services Funding

08/11/2016WRS03900366. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the consideration his Department 
has given a project (details supplied) for funding in the context of budget 2017; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33608/16]

08/11/2016WRS04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): Funding of 
an organisation that provides professional services to support distressed families and individu-
als at risk of losing their family home would not fall to be considered by this Department in 
the context of funding of health services for homeless people.  Health service funding is aimed 
at improving health outcomes for people experiencing homelessness, particularly those with 
complex and multiple health needs by providing key working, case management, General Prac-
titioner and nursing services.

08/11/2016WRS04100HIQA Inspections

08/11/2016WRS04200367. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the courses of action that have 
been taken by the hospital and the HSE to immediately address the issues in respect of the 
recent HIQA report into the Mercy Hospital, Cork and the health and safety issues that were 
raised in the audit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33609/16]

08/11/2016WRS04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): HIQA conducted a monitoring assessment 
under the National Standards for the Prevention and Control of Healthcare Associated Infec-
tions in Mercy General Hospital in June and July 2016.

The Authority’s report was published in September 2016 and the hospital and HSE have 
been addressing the issues raised.

As this is a service matter it is being referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the 
Deputy.

08/11/2016WRS04400Medicinal Products Availability

08/11/2016WRS04500368. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health when the Freestyle Libre flash 
glucose monitoring system will become available for public patients; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33614/16]

08/11/2016WRS04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for de-
cisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicinal products and devices under the community 
drug schemes in accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical 
Goods) Act 2013.

The manufacturer must make a completed application to the HSE for reimbursement of 
the device under the community drugs schemes.  A health technology assessment may then be 
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required to assess its clinical benefits and cost-effectiveness.

08/11/2016WRS04700Midwifery Services

08/11/2016WRS04800369. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the reported resignations by midwifery senior experts that seem to be linked to the pace of 
reform in maternity services (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33615/16]

08/11/2016WRS04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I can assure the Deputy of the Government’s 
commitment to the progressive development of our maternity services. Indeed, 2016 has been a 
landmark year for maternity services with the publication of the country’s first National Mater-
nity Strategy - Creating A Better Future Together 2016 - 2026. The publication of the Strategy 
demonstrates a new and enhanced focus on maternity care at both policy and service delivery 
level, and provides a roadmap for how we can improve maternity and neonatal care in the years 
ahead.

The Deputy will also be interested to learn that HIQA will publish new National Standards 
for Safer Better Maternity Services  in the coming weeks.  The Standards will provide a frame-
work for maternity service providers to ensure that they are meeting the needs of women, their 
babies and their partners, and that a consistent service is delivered across the country. I believe 
that the National Maternity Strategy and the National Maternity Standards represent the neces-
sary building blocks to provide a consistently safe and high quality maternity service. 

I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly in relation to your query regarding the res-
ignation of senior midwifery staff, as this is an operational matter.

08/11/2016WRS05000Medicinal Products

08/11/2016WRS05100370. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health his views on the use of 
the Gardasil HPV vaccine (details supplied) which some experts state contains genetically en-
gineered subunit protein antigens that are capable of generating immune complexes; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33618/16]

08/11/2016WRS05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The immunisation programme in Ireland is 
based on the advice of the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC).  The NIAC is 
a committee of the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland comprising of experts in a number of 
specialties including infectious diseases, paediatrics and public health. The committee’s recom-
mendations are informed by public health advice and international best practice. 

Each year in Ireland around 300 women are diagnosed with cervical cancer. The HPV vac-
cine protects against two high risk types of HPV (16 & 18) that cause 73% of all cervical can-
cers. Vaccinated women and girls will still be at risk from other high risk types of HPV that can 
cause cervical cancer and will therefore need to continue to have regular cervical smear tests. 
NIAC recommended that the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine be given to all girls aged 
12-13 in 2009 and in September 2010 the HPV vaccination programme was introduced for all 
girls in first year of second level schools.  

The European Commission granted a marketing authorisation valid throughout the Euro-
pean Union for Gardasil on 20 September 2006.  By January 2016, over 200 million doses of 
Gardasil had been distributed worldwide. In Ireland over 580,000 doses of Gardasil have been 
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administered and over 200,000 girls have been fully vaccinated against HPV since it was in-
troduced in 2010. No medicine, including vaccines, is entirely without risk, there is therefore 
on-going pharmacovigilance and monitoring of medicinal products once they are authorised for 
use. The safety profile of Gardasil has been continuously monitored since it was first authorised.   

It would be inappropriate for me to comment on the formulation of any pharmaceutical 
product authorised for use in the EU.

08/11/2016WRT00150Hospital Appointments Status

08/11/2016WRT00200371. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the status of the case of a person 
(details supplied); and when the person will receive an appointment. [33619/16]

08/11/2016WRT00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

08/11/2016WRT00350National Dementia Strategy Implementation

08/11/2016WRT00400372. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the status of his Department’s 
mid-term review of progress in the national dementia strategy; and when it will be completed 
and published. [33621/16]

08/11/2016WRT00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The National 
Dementia Strategy will be reviewed in the first half of 2017.  This review will examine progress 
to date and will consider how any issues arising should be addressed. 

A National Dementia Strategy Monitoring Group, chaired by the Department of Health and 
including representatives of the Alzheimer Society of Ireland, clinicians, academics, the HSE’s 
National Dementia Office, and those affected by the condition, is overseeing the Strategy’s 
implementation, and this will include oversight of the coming Mid-Term Review. 

08/11/2016WRT00550Services for People with Disabilities

08/11/2016WRT00600373. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) from County Donegal was refused a primary medical certificate; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [33622/16]

08/11/2016WRT00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
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plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRT00750Hospital Staff Data

08/11/2016WRT00800374. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a breakdown 
of all vacancies in full-time posts for nurses and hospital consultants in each hospital over the 
past five years, in tabular form (details supplied); if he will provide a breakdown of the number 
of approved full-time posts for nurses and hospital consultants in each hospital over the past 
five years, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33623/16]

08/11/2016WRT00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

08/11/2016WRT00950Departmental Strategy Statements

08/11/2016WRT01000375. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health if his Depart-
ment has produced a new statement of strategy since May 2016; and if so, the measures in it to 
support persons with disabilities. [33631/16]

08/11/2016WRT01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department is currently in the process 
of finalising its new three year Statement of Strategy. The Statement of Strategy will reflect the 
importance placed on empowering people with disabilities to live independent lives, provid-
ing them with greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhancing their 
ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives. It will contain a 
number of measures to support persons with disabilities, reflecting the Programme for a Part-
nership Government.  These include:

-  Progressing the implementation of Transforming Lives, the programme to implement the 
recommendations of the Value for Money and Policy Review of Disability Services, which pro-
vides the overarching framework for the reform of disability services in Ireland;

-  Progressing the reconfiguration of children’s disability services under the Progressing 
Disability Services Programme (0-18s);

-  Reviewing Assessment of Need provisions under Part 2 of the Disability Act 2005;

-  Progressing the reconfiguration of adult day services, including the provision of appro-
priate services and supports for school leavers with disabilities who have continuing support 
needs, as recommended in the report New Directions: Review of HSE Adult Day Services;

-  Progressing the reconfiguration of residential services as recommended in Time to Move 
On from Congregated Settings;

-   Leading the Task Force on Personalised Budgets to give people with disabilities more 
independence, choice and control in accessing health funded personal social services and sup-
ports; and
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-  Drafting legislation for the introduction of a new scheme to assist certain people with a 
disability who face particular challenges in accessing transport to meet their increased mobility 
costs.

08/11/2016WRT01150Medicinal Products Availability

08/11/2016WRT01200376. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce Orkambi, a drug 
for treating cystic fibrosis, to the HSE approved drugs on the drugs payment plan. [33663/16]

08/11/2016WRT01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drugs schemes, in 
accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. 

These decisions are made on objective, scientific and economic grounds by the HSE. In 
reaching its decision, the HSE examines all the evidence which may be relevant in its view 
for the decision and will take into account such expert opinions and recommendations which 
may have been sought by the HSE, including, for example, advice from the National Centre for 
Pharmacoeconomics. 

I am informed that, following a request from the HSE, the NCPE carried out an assessment 
of the manufacturer’s economic dossier submitted in March 2016 on the cost effectiveness of 
lumacaftor/ivacaftor (Orkambi). This dossier included details on all relevant costs and relevant 
cost offsets including hospitalisation, disease management costs, intravenous antibiotics, ad-
verse events and any additional costs arising in patients not taking Orkambi.

The NCPE has completed its HTA and submitted it to the HSE in June 2016. The NCPE 
determined, following an evaluation of the economic dossier, that the manufacturer failed to 
demonstrate cost-effectiveness or value for money from using the drug. The NCPE have con-
firmed that all relevant costs were included in the analysis. A summary of the HTA has been 
published on the NCPE website and is available at: www.ncpe.ie/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/
Website-summary-orkambi.pdf.

The HSE has since had further engagements with the manufacturer in an effort to secure 
significant price reductions for Orkambi.  This process is ongoing. The HSE will consider the 
outcome of these engagements and any other, together with the NCPE recommendation, in 
making a final decision on reimbursement.

08/11/2016WRT01350Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

08/11/2016WRT01400377. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health if the condi-
tion known as bilateral recurrent serpigineous choroiditis will be added to the long-term illness 
scheme due to its progressive nature and the need for aggressive immunosuppression and care-
ful long-term observation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33666/16]

08/11/2016WRT01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Long Term Illness (LTI) Scheme was 
established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended). The conditions covered 
by the scheme are: acute leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person 
under 16); cystic fibrosis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes 
mellitus; parkinsonism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; 
and conditions arising from the use of Thalidomide. Under the LTI Scheme, patients receive 
drugs, medicines, and medical and surgical appliances directly related to the treatment of their 
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illness, free of charge. 

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the LTI Scheme.

08/11/2016WRT01550Hospital Waiting Lists

08/11/2016WRT01600378. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the strategy and funding in 
place to ensure the waiting list for scoliosis patients is reduced; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33687/16]

08/11/2016WRT01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Long waiting times for scoliosis surgery are 
not acceptable, and my Department has been working closely with the HSE to address services 
pressures, particularly in Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital Crumlin, which is the largest provider 
of scoliosis surgery for children and young people.

Additional funding of €1.042m was allocated under the 2015 Service Plan to increase ca-
pacity at Crumlin, and further resources of €0.987m have been allocated under the 2016 Service 
Plan for Orthopaedics and Trauma to address service needs in Crumlin which will have a posi-
tive effect on access for scoliosis patients.  

The construction of a new orthopaedic theatre in Crumlin has been completed and is com-
missioned.  This will provide for additional scoliosis activity in 2017 but is dependent on the 
recruitment of additional theatre nurses.  The Children’s Hospital Group is proactively working 
on nurse recruitment to support the opening of the new theatre.  

The HSE Winter Initiative 2016/2017, published on 9 September, includes €2m provided 
specifically for scoliosis patients to provide for scoliosis surgeries by year end for 15 paediatric 
cases on the Crumlin waiting list and to treat 39 adolescent/adult cases on the Tallaght Hospital 
waiting list.

My Department will continue to work with the HSE and the relevant hospitals to ensure 
improvements in access to spinal surgery.  I recently met with a number of scoliosis advocacy 
groups to discuss their concerns following which the Children’s Hospital Group has begun a 
process of engagement with advocacy groups on developing a partnership approach to the de-
sign and planning of services for children with scoliosis. 

08/11/2016WRT01750Hospital Services

08/11/2016WRT01800379. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health his plans to transfer mater-
nity services from Midland Regional Hospital, Portlaoise; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33688/16]

08/11/2016WRT01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Dublin Midlands Hospital Group has 
recently produced a draft plan which sets out a proposed service design for a new model of 
clinical service delivery at Portlaoise Hospital. The draft plan has been discussed with the De-
partment and is currently the subject of further work and consideration within the HSE with 
a view to finalising it for submission to the Department. I will then be briefed in advance of 
further necessary consultations with all relevant stakeholders. 

Any change to services at Portlaoise Hospital, including plans for service reconfiguration, 
will be undertaken in a planned and orderly manner and will take account of current use of ser-
vices, demands in other hospitals, and the need to develop particular services at Portlaoise in the 
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context of overall service reconfiguration in the Dublin Midlands Hospital Group. 

08/11/2016WRT01950Health Services

08/11/2016WRT02000380. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the therapeutic services for 
children, such as occupational therapy, that are available in community health organisations 
in south County Kildare; the manner in which parents can access these services; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33689/16]

08/11/2016WRT02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRT02150Services for People with Disabilities

08/11/2016WRT02200381. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health his plans to reduce the wait-
ing list of up to four years for children requiring appointments with HSE assessment officers in 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33690/16]

08/11/2016WRT02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

The particular issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the HSE.  Accordingly I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRT02350Home Care Packages

08/11/2016WRT02400382. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health when a home care package will 
be put in place for a person (details supplied) who has already been approved for this scheme. 
[33695/16]

08/11/2016WRT02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

08/11/2016WRT02550Hospital Staff

08/11/2016WRT02600383. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if there is a dedicated respi-
ratory doctor or consultant in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in Drogheda that specialises in 
COPD; if there has been in the past; his plans in the near future to address any staff vacancy in 
this area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33701/16]

08/11/2016WRT02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.
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08/11/2016WRT02750Health Services

08/11/2016WRT02800384. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an application 
by a person (details supplied) who has been awarded an injury grant; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33704/16]

08/11/2016WRT02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

08/11/2016WRT02950Medical Card Applications

08/11/2016WRT03000385. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in de-
termination of eligibility for a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33706/16]

08/11/2016WRT03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

08/11/2016WRT03150Services for People with Disabilities

08/11/2016WRT03200386. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that respite beds in the system, notably in Enniscorthy, are being used as full-time 
institutional beds thus reducing the capacity for respite to needy families in the area; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33708/16]

08/11/2016WRT03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  

08/11/2016WRT03350Hospital Services

08/11/2016WRT03400387. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the prepa-
ration of a development control plan for South Tipperary General Hospital site at Clonmel, 
County Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33722/16]
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08/11/2016WRT03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 

08/11/2016WRT03550Hospital Services

08/11/2016WRT03600388. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the south-south west hospital group has categorised as high risk the out of hours 
access to interventional cardiology services at University Hospital Waterford, UHW; his views 
on this risk analysis; his further views on whether this justifies the need to extend out of hours 
access and move to full 24-7 emergency cover at University Hospital Waterford; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33728/16]

08/11/2016WRT03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The risk register helps to establish a direc-
tion for managing risks. It provides managers with a high level overview of the services’ risk 
status at a particular point in time, and becomes a dynamic tool for the monitoring of actions 
which need to be taken to mitigate that risk. 

I am aware that the South/South West Hospital Group risk register had identified out of 
hours access to interventional cardiology services as a risk. However, to manage this risk pro-
tocols are in place for STEMI patients out of hours, which includes patients being transferred 
to Cork or Dublin for primary PCI. Alternatively, STEMI patients receive thrombolysis at the 
nearest hospital before later being referred to a PCI centre. 

The Deputy will be aware of the review of cath lab services at UHW which was undertaken 
by Dr Niall Herity. Dr Herity has made clear recommendations that a second cardiac cath lab 
at UHW is not justified. However, he recommends investing in UHW to enhance the existing 
cardiology services including increasing the number of weekly sessions currently provided, 
in order to address waiting times and to provide improved access for patients. He also rec-
ommends that new specialist equipment be provided to improve contingency for radiological 
equipment failure during a procedure. I am happy to provide the additional resources necessary 
to implement these recommendations. This investment will be reflected in the HSE National 
Service Plan for 2017. 

Dr Herity also recommends that some services be provided elsewhere. In this regard, I have 
asked my Department to address the implications of this recommendation by undertaking a 
national review of all primary PCI services with the aim to ensure that as many patients as pos-
sible have access to a 24/7 basis to safe and sustainable emergency interventions following a 
heart attack. I expect the review to be completed by the end of July 2017. 

Implementation of Dr Herity’s report will, I believe, strengthen the provision of safe and 
sustainable primary PCI services for STEMI patients in the South East.  

08/11/2016WRT03750Hospital Services

08/11/2016WRT03800389. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the reason ten in-patient beds 
at University Hospital Waterford have been closed; the details of the additional beds which 
were promised as part of the winter programme; if these additional beds will also now not open; 
the reasons for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33729/16]

08/11/2016WRT03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Integrated, patient-centred approaches to 
winter planning are key to ensuring that the health service effectively manages peak winter 
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pressure times in our EDs, such that patients experience a safe, high quality health service, in 
the setting most appropriate to their needs. Accordingly, the Winter Initiative has provided €40 
million of additional funding to facilitate such an approach for this period of particularly high 
pressure.

The Initiative aims to strike a balance between hospital avoidance measures, supporting 
patient flow through acute hospitals and increasing the availability of social care services. In 
relation to University Hospital Waterford the Winter Initiative will provide: 6 additional Home 
Care Packages per week until February 2017, funding to discharge 2 complex cases on a once 
off basis; funding for 15 surge capacity beds; funding to enable patients requiring orthopaedic 
surgery to avail of treatment at Cappagh Hospital.

I am currently chairing a weekly meeting with the HSE to drive progress in implementing 
the Winter Initiative. With regard to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, as these are ser-
vice matters, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

08/11/2016WRU00200Nursing Staff Recruitment

08/11/2016WRU00300390. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of WTE nursing 
positions in place at University Hospital Waterford for each of the years 2006 to 2015 and to 
date in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33730/16]

08/11/2016WRU00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

08/11/2016WRU00500Nursing Staff Recruitment

08/11/2016WRU00600391. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the difficulties encountered 
in recruiting nurses into the public system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33731/16]

08/11/2016WRU00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Nursing and midwifery recruitment and re-
tention is a priority for the health service.  Recruitment is challenging given nursing shortages 
globally, intense competition at home and abroad and the standing of Irish trained nurses and 
midwives.

There are many initiatives currently underway to improve staffing levels throughout the 
country.  The HSE is offering permanent posts to 2016 degree programme graduates, and full 
time permanent contracts to those in temporary posts.  The HSE is also focused on convert-
ing agency staffing to permanent posts.  The HSE’s National Recruitment Service is actively 
operating rolling nursing recruitment campaigns.  The campaigns encompass General, Mental 
Health, Intellectual Disability and Registered Children’s Nurses, and also Midwives.  In addi-
tion, a relocation package of up to €1,500 is available to nurses who return from overseas.

A number of specific measures have also been taken in relation to pay that will support the 
recruitment and retention of Irish nursing and midwifery graduates.  Measures to date  include 
the first stage of pay restoration under the Lansdowne Road Agreement, additional pay in return 
for taking on some duties from doctors and an increase in the rate of pay for the student nursing 
placement to 70% of the first point of the staff nurse pay scale.  Last month the Government 
approved restoration of incremental credit for all nurses in respect of the 36 week clinical place-
ment undertaken by 4th year student nurses in the context of the 2017 Estimates.  This decision 
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means that all nurses and midwives will receive incremental credit for the 36 week placement 
restored from 1 January 2017, restoration of the credit to 2016 and future graduates having 
been approved earlier this year.  It is estimated that the inclusion of 2011 to 2015 graduates 
will benefit around 4,000 nurses who are currently working within the public health service and 
potentially another 3,000 who may wish to return to the public system in the future.

There has been an increase of almost 1,200 nurses employed in the public health service 
(34,336 to 35,534) from September 2014 to September 2016, numbers having fallen by almost 
4,600 from 2007 to 2014.  The total budget for the health service in 2017 is €14.6 billion, the 
highest budget ever allocated to the health service and this will allow for the recruitment of ad-
ditional frontline staff to meet service needs.  It is intended that this will support the recruitment 
of up to 1,000 additional nurses.  Given recognised difficulties in filling psychiatric nursing va-
cancies, an additional 60 undergraduate places have been put in place this autumn with a further 
70 additional places to be provided next year.

08/11/2016WRU00800HSE Staff

08/11/2016WRU00900392. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the period for which non-
emergency X-rays are not taking place at University Hospital Waterford, UHW; the number of 
radiologist posts which are vacant at the hospital; if there is a difficulty in recruiting radiolo-
gists; the steps he is taking to address the problem; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [33732/16]

08/11/2016WRU01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

08/11/2016WRU01100Hospital Beds Data

08/11/2016WRU01200393. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of inpatient beds 
in operation at University Hospital Waterford; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[33733/16]

08/11/2016WRU01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

08/11/2016WRU01400Hospital Beds Data

08/11/2016WRU01500394. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of inpatient beds 
in operation at University Hospital Waterford, UHW, for each of the years 2006 to 2015 and to 
date in 2016, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33734/16]

08/11/2016WRU01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

08/11/2016WRU01700Medicinal Products Data

08/11/2016WRU01800395. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a full list of all 
drugs removed from the GMS medical card scheme and a list of those drugs whose availability 
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has been restricted under the scheme since 1 January 2015; if the drug Macushield has been 
removed or restricted; the estimated number of persons here suffering from age related macular 
degeneration, AMD; the number of persons, accurate or estimated, here over 65 years of age 
who suffer from AMD; if a value figure is available for a year’s supply of Macushield for the 
average AMD sufferer; if there is funding available to medical card holders for Macushield; if 
Macushield has been removed or restricted, the reason it was removed or restricted; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33739/16]

08/11/2016WRU01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has advised that Macushield prod-
ucts have never been made available to all persons with medical card eligibility; however, Ma-
cushield and similar products were historically available to medical card holders in many areas 
under Discretionary Hardship Arrangements.

In developing a national framework for the administration of Discretionary Hardship Ar-
rangements, the HSE’s Medicines Management Programme (MMP) was asked to review the 
available therapeutic evidence for supporting reimbursement of Macushield and similar prod-
ucts.  The MMP report supported the view of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics that 
the evidence for dietary carotenoids for the prevention of age-related macular degeneration 
(AMD) is inconclusive, and the MMP therefore does not recommend that products containing 
these preparations be reimbursed under any community drug scheme.

In light of the MMP’s published report, the HSE decided to cease reimbursement support for 
these dietary supplement products.  The MMP report is available at:

www.hse.ie/eng/about/Who/clinical/natclinprog/medicinemanagementprogramme/your-
medicines/Evaluation_Reports/.

As the other issues raised by the Deputy are operational and service matters, they have been 
referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRU02000Hospital Services

08/11/2016WRU02100396. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if he will meet with a group (de-
tails supplied) as soon as possible to discuss the HSE proposed reduction of surgery services in 
Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, County Meath. [33743/16]

08/11/2016WRU02200398. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm or deny infor-
mation (details supplied); if he will commit to preventing it happening; and if he will commit to 
safeguarding the emergency department and surgery for the lifetime of the Thirty-second Dáil. 
[33767/16]

08/11/2016WRU02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 396 and 
398 together.

Our Lady’s Hospital Navan is part of the Ireland East Hospital Group.  Hospital Groups 
must increasingly focus on networks of service provision with smaller hospitals managing rou-
tine, urgent or planned care locally, more complex care managed in the larger hospitals and 
better linkages with primary, continuing and social care.

A number of developments at the hospital have been funded in recent years including the re-
furbishment of the Emergency Department and upgrade of general theatres and Central Sterile 
Services.  There has also been an increase in day surgical activity, with surgeons from the Mater 
Misericordiae University Hospital carrying out day surgery in Navan.  Further developments in 
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relation to surgery and other clinical services are being considered by the Group.  There is sig-
nificant potential for enhancing the hospital’s role as a constituent hospital within the Hospital 
Group.  As a smaller hospital, the challenge is to make sure that Navan provides more of the 
right type of services, which can safely be delivered, so that we maximise the benefit to patients.

Any proposed change to services provided at Navan Hospital, will need to take account of 
existing patient flows, demands in other hospitals and the need to develop particular services in 
the context of overall service reorganisation in the Hospital Group.

As previously stated I would be happy to consider a request to meet with  the group referred 
to by the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRU02400Hospital Waiting Lists

08/11/2016WRU02500397. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) has been waiting for an operation for a period of time well outside the expected time-
line for same; the reason these delays occurred; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33765/16]

08/11/2016WRU02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

  Question No. 398 answered with Question No. 396.

08/11/2016WRU02800Hospitals Building Programme

08/11/2016WRU02900399. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding 
provided in budget 2017 for the further planning and construction of the long-promised new 
accident and emergency centre at Beaumont Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33773/16]

08/11/2016WRU03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Programme for a Partnership Govern-
ment contains a commitment to commence the design  phase of a new ED at Beaumont Hospital  
later this year.  Since the publication of the Programme for Partnership Government, Beaumont 
Hospital has completed its initial overview including preliminary budget costs estimates for 
this project.

All healthcare infrastructure developments, including this development, must comply with 
HSE Estates Protocol, DPER guidelines and EU directives.  A lead-in time will be required to 
complete the various stages.  These stages include project appraisal, project brief, design fea-
sibility, cost review, sketch design stage, detailed design/pre-tender cost review and planning 
permission.  As the project is at a very early preliminary stage, and has yet to be reviewed by 
HSE Estates, the estimate of funding to enable progression requires only a nominal amount 
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of funding in 2017.  Thereafter the stages listed above will inform and determine funding and 
future project decisions. 

Funding for the construction of this project will be provided as part of the review of the 
Capital Plan to be undertaken in 2017.  The HSE is currently working on its multi-annual Capi-
tal Plan 2017-2021 prior to its submission to my Department.  The Capital Plan requires my 
approval with the consent of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

08/11/2016WRU03100Medicinal Products Availability

08/11/2016WRU03200400. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if there is a new treatment 
available for persons, most of whom are women, who were victims of the hepatitis C infection 
in the early 1980s; if so, the cost of such treatment; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [33774/16]

08/11/2016WRU03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): New innovative direct acting anti-viral med-
icines for the treatment of Hepatitis C have been developed which are significantly altering the 
prognosis for people infected with Hepatitis C.

A National Hepatitis C Treatment Programme was established by the HSE in 2015 to over-
see the roll-out of a multi-annual treatment programme. The Treatment Programme was allo-
cated funding of €30m in 2015 and 2016.

Establishing a Treatment Programme was a key recommendation of the report A Public 
Health Plan for the Pharmaceutical Treatment of Hepatitis C, which was produced by an Ex-
pert Advisory Group established by the Department of Health in 2014.  That Report also recom-
mended that access to these new medicines should be based on internationally accepted clinical 
prioritisation criteria.  The Treatment Programme is responsible for implementing the clinical 
prioritisation criteria and any further extensions as the Programme is rolled-out.

At the time of establishment of the Programme, the Government provided a commitment 
that, at the very latest, by the end of 2017, all persons who contracted Hepatitis C through the 
administration of blood and blood products in the State will have access to these new medi-
cines, if prescribed for them by their treating Clinician.  This process is currently being man-
aged through the Treatment Programme.  Data from the HSE shows that as of September this 
year a total of 358 Health Amendment Act cardholder patients have been approved for treat-
ment and the HSE have indicated that all cardholder patients will be offered treatment by the 
end of next year.

Further details on the Treatment Programme can be found at: www.hse.ie/eng/about/Who/
primarycare/hepcprogramme%20.html.

08/11/2016WRU03400Health Services Provision

08/11/2016WRU03500401. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the supports being of-
fered to persons, most of whom are women, who were victims of the hepatitis C infection in the 
early 1980s; if there are advocacy groups campaigning on their behalf and liaising closely with 
his department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33775/16]

08/11/2016WRU03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A wide range of supports are available to 
people who contracted Hepatitis C from the administration within the State of contaminated 
blood or blood products:
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The Hepatitis C and HIV Compensation Tribunal compensates those who were infected 
with Hepatitis C and/or HIV;

Under the Health (Amendment) Act 1996, a range of services including GP services, all pre-
scribed drugs, medicines and appliances, dental and ophthalmic services, home support, home 
nursing, and counselling services are provided without charge;

The Hepatitis C Insurance Scheme provides life assurance, mortgage protection and travel 
insurance subject to certain limits.

The Consultative Council on Hepatitis C includes some advocacy groups who represent 
those who contracted Hepatitis C from the administration within the State of contaminated 
blood or blood products.

08/11/2016WRU03700Primary Care Centres

08/11/2016WRU03800402. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if the new primary care 
centre in Coolock, Dublin 5 will offer scans; if so, the precise type of scanning that will be made 
available, for example MRI and so on; if maternity care will be offered; the services which will 
be provided for at the centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33777/16]

08/11/2016WRU03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy in relation to the 
progress of planned Primary Care Centres.

08/11/2016WRU04000Services for People with Disabilities

08/11/2016WRU04100403. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position in relation to the 
provision of intervention services, in particular speech and language and occupational therapy, 
for a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [33780/16]

08/11/2016WRU04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRU04300Proposed Legislation

08/11/2016WRU04400404. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the current status of the Au-
tism Bill 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33788/16]

08/11/2016WRU04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): In March 
2013, a Private Members Bill entitled the Autism Bill 2012 was debated and passed, unopposed 
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by Government, to Second Stage in the Dáil.  As the Deputy will be aware, all Bills on the Order 
Paper fall on dissolution of the Dáil.

Notwithstanding this, it is important to note that the new Disability Inclusion Strategy 2016-
2020, which is due to be published before the end of the year, contains a commitment to imple-
menting the Action Plan on Autism and also includes several autism-specific actions relating 
to health and education services and supports.  In addition, work is currently underway in the 
National Disability Authority (NDA) on updating the Code of Practice on Accessibility of Pub-
lic Services and Information provided by Public Bodies  to ensure greater clarity for the needs 
of people with autism.

08/11/2016WRU04600Hospital Waiting Lists

08/11/2016WRU04700405. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of children on the 
general waiting list for orthodontic diagnostics at Merlin Park, University Hospital Galway; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33789/16]

08/11/2016WRU04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRU04900Hospital Waiting Lists

08/11/2016WRU05000406. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of children on the 
general waiting list for orthodontic diagnostics at University Hospital Galway due to the lack of 
a suitable dental X-ray machine in the radiography department; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33790/16]

08/11/2016WRU05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRU05200Home Help Service Eligibility

08/11/2016WRU05300407. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health the position regarding home 
help for a person (details supplied). [33791/16]

08/11/2016WRU05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Home Help 
Services is provided on the bases of assessed need.  The individual  concerned should contact 
the Public Health Nurse at Fermoy Health Centre, Rathealy Road, Fermoy, phone (025)49779.

08/11/2016WRU05500Hospital Beds Data

08/11/2016WRU05600408. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in re-
opening beds at a hospital (details supplied); if his attention has been drawn to the fact that these 
beds are urgently needed; and if his attention has further been drawn to the fact that the deadline 
to reopen these beds has now passed. [33792/16]

08/11/2016WRU05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.
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Health and Social Care Professionals

08/11/2016WRV00200409. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health his proposals for accommo-
dating the requirements as set out by physiotherapists and physical therapists, with particular 
reference to their respective positions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33806/16]

08/11/2016WRV00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Physiotherapists Registration Board 
established its register under the Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005 with effect 
from 30 September 2016.  This ensures that the specified title of physiotherapist will be pro-
tected for the exclusive use of registrants when the register’s two-year transitional period ends 
in September 2018.  

Earlier this year, my predecessor, Deputy Leo Varadkar, having consulted with relevant par-
ties, concluded that protecting the title of physical therapist under the Act as a variant of the title 
of physiotherapist would be the best way to eliminate the ongoing risk of title confusion and 
the consequent risks to public safety.  He also decided to allow particular existing users of the 
title of physical therapist, who are not physiotherapists but who hold qualifications of a certain 
standard, to continue to use the title. 

New grand-parenting provisions will allow such practitioners to apply, on a once-off basis 
and for a limited period, to register in the physiotherapists register, confining their practise to 
musculoskeletal therapies.

I am implementing these decisions which were welcomed by the Irish Society of Chartered 
Physiotherapists and the Irish Association of Physical Therapists. 

Preparation of the necessary legislation to give effect to these decisions is now at an ad-
vanced stage.  The legislation will involve the making of regulations under the 2005 Act in 
tandem with the enactment of necessary amendments to that Act to allow existing qualified title 
users to continue to use the title.  It is my intention to seek Government approval to include 
these amendments to the Act in a Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill that is currently being 
drafted by the Parliamentary Counsel to the Government. 

Health Services Funding

08/11/2016WRV00400410. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that necessary 
funding is made available to a group (details supplied) to expedite orthotics for a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33807/16]

08/11/2016WRV00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

Departmental Reviews

08/11/2016WRV00600411. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the terms of the review under 
way into arterial pumps (details supplied); the timeline for completion of the review; the num-
ber of requests to fund the machines that have been turned down during this review process; 
the number of requests pending; his views on the difficulties being encountered by persons who 
need this equipment but cannot access it owing to this review; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33853/16]
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08/11/2016WRV00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

Medical Aids and Appliances Applications

08/11/2016WRV00800412. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health if there is assistance available to 
a person (details supplied) in County Kildare in relation to the purchase of a medical aid; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [33866/16]

08/11/2016WRV00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

National Lottery Funding Disbursement

08/11/2016WRV01000413. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
national lottery funding is available at present through his Department to support the work of 
community groups; if so, if there are specific programmes eligible for grant assistance; the de-
tails of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33265/16]

08/11/2016WRV01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Food and the Marine is not in receipt of any National Lottery Funding. 

Basic Payment Scheme Payments

08/11/2016WRV01200414. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will consider making the 70% advance payment to farmers on the basic payment scheme and 
the greening to those whose payments are delayed due to digitisation, partnerships and inspec-
tion cases and so on as this will greatly assist farmers in the current income crisis at farm level 
and any penalties found can be deducted from the balance payment of 30%. [33348/16]

08/11/2016WRV01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am pleased 
to confirm that advance payments under the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) commenced in Ire-
land on 17 October 2016 in respect of applicants whose applications are fully processed and 
who have no outstanding errors.  This is the earliest that payments can commence under the 
governing EU Regulations.  The level of advance payment was set at 70% for 2016 rather than 
the 50% provided for in the EU legislation.

To date payments in excess of €768m have issued to over 116,500 applicants.  Regular pay-
ment runs are being made in respect of all applicants whose applications are fully processed and 
who have no outstanding errors.  There are currently approximately 11,000 applicants with an 
allocation of entitlements where further processing is required.

Balancing payments of 30% are scheduled to commence on 1st December.

It should also be noted that the processing of the 2016 applications under the Areas of Natu-
ral Constraints Scheme is currently in progress.  To date payments of some €183m have issued 
to some 84,500 applicants.  Regular payment runs are being made in respect of all applicants 
whose applications are fully processed and who have no outstanding errors.

This brings the total amount paid to farmers over the past ten weeks to over €950 million.
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The processing of applications under the Basic Payment Scheme is a complex administra-
tive task and one that remains a top priority for my Department.

The Basic Payment Scheme is fully funded by the European Union and the relevant Com-
petent Authorities in each Member State are obliged to ensure that the requirements of the 
governing EU Regulations are observed and that only valid applications that fully comply with 
the requirements are paid.  The administration of the Scheme in each Member State is subjected 
to close scrutiny by officials of the EU Commission and the EU Court of Auditors to ensure 
that the regulatory requirements are met and that the Schemes are applied in a uniform manner 
across the European Union. 

 All applications under the Scheme are subject to administrative checks, with a further 5% 
also subject to land eligibility inspections in compliance with EU legislation. 

Where issues preventing payment are identified contact is immediately made with the ap-
plicant concerned in order to resolve the query.  Work is well under way in resolving the queries 
that have arisen following these checks and farmers are being contacted as necessary.

I am keenly aware that the advance payment of the BPS is a vital support to farmers across 
sectors in maximising cash flow and my Department will continue to prioritise the processing 
of all outstanding cases.

Horse Racing Ireland

08/11/2016WRV01400415. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if of-
ficials in his Department were aware that the board of HRI did not know that the chairman of 
the board had been making representations on its behalf to his Department regarding the reap-
pointment of the CEO without its knowledge before the reappointment was approved by his 
Department. [33360/16]

08/11/2016WRV01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Horse Racing 
Ireland (HRI) is a commercial state body established under the Horse and Greyhound Racing 
Act, 2001, and is responsible for the overall administration, promotion and development of the 
horse racing industry.

My Department’s natural assumption upon receipt of a letter from the chairman was that 
the question of reappointment of the CEO had been discussed at the board.  A final HRI board 
decision on the reappointment or agreement on a contract could not have been made until the 
necessary Ministerial consents had been obtained.

I have indicated previously that it would have been more appropriate for the board to have 
had a full discussion on the case made by the chairman prior to its submission.  I understand that 
the chairman accepts this.  I further understand that the board has issued a statement confirming 
that the chairman’s actions and intentions reflected its views regarding the CEO’s contract, but 
recognising that a more collegiate approach would have improved the process.  The Board’s 
statement also indicated that the best result was achieved for HRI and the industry with the 
completion of a new contract. 

 It was never the case that an appointment could have been made other than by the Board. 

Horse Racing Ireland Funding
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08/11/2016WRV01600416. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to bodies represented by board members of HRI, which bodies are 
in receipt of funding, provided by taxpayers, from HRI for the body which they represent on 
the board of HRI, whether directly or indirectly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33361/16]

08/11/2016WRV01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Horse Racing 
Ireland (HRI) is a commercial state body established under the Horse and Greyhound Racing 
Act, 2001, and is responsible for the overall administration, promotion and development of the 
horse racing industry.

The composition of the board of HRI is provided for by the Horse Racing Ireland Act, ap-
proved by the Oireachtas in 2016.  The Act provides for a broad spectrum of  representation 
from the Irish horseracing industry, both North and South of the Border, and includes represen-
tatives of the Racing Regulatory Body, authorised racecourses, breeders, owners, stable staff 
and the betting sector. 

In addition, the HRI Act 2016 provides for three Ministerial nominees, and these will be 
appointed through the Public Appointments service.  A number of nominating bodies receive 
funding from HRI.  This is inevitable, but I am satisfied that the configuration of the board is 
appropriate, with a sufficiently broad spectrum of representation and processes and procedures 
which provide for reasonable checks and balances in the system. 

Horse Racing Industry Funding

08/11/2016WRV01800417. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the total 
overall amount of Exchequer money paid to Galway racecourse in the years 2006 to 2016; 
the amounts paid for each of the individual years of 2006 to 2016 to date, allocated by HRI to 
Galway racecourse by way of grant aid and or by any other form of aid or grant; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33362/16]

08/11/2016WRV01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Horse Racing 
Ireland (HRI) is a commercial state body established under the Horse and Greyhound Racing 
Act, 2001, and is responsible for the overall administration, promotion and development of the 
horse racing industry.

The question raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for HRI.  However, I have made 
inquiries on the matter.  Galway racecourse makes a significant economic contribution to the 
region and I understand that the Galway Festival alone is estimated to be worth approximately 
€54 million annually to the local economy.  Approximately €11.6 million in grants were paid 
to Galway Racecourse over the 10 years 2006 to 2016.  This includes grants paid under capital 
schemes and marketing schemes.

Horse Racing Ireland

08/11/2016WRV02000418. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his at-
tention has been drawn to outstanding or pending disputes and-or court cases which may impact 
on the ability of Horse Racing Ireland to provide services to the racing industry from the fund-
ing it receives from the Exchequer, in view of the fact that its budget would be impacted on and 
reduced in the event of an adverse finding by a court; if his attention has been further drawn to 
any contingency sum being set aside and-or being provided for by HRI to meet any potential 
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liability in such an event; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33363/16]

08/11/2016WRV02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Horse Racing 
Ireland (HRI) is a commercial state body established under the Horse and Greyhound Racing 
Act, 2001, and is responsible for the overall administration, promotion and development of the 
horse racing industry.

HRI has informed me that no outstanding cases would have any impact on their ability to 
provide services to the racing industry from the funding it receives from the Exchequer. 

Horse Racing Ireland Expenditure

08/11/2016WRV02200419. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his at-
tention has been drawn to the fact that included in the operating costs of Horse Racing Ireland 
in 2013 there is notification and a receipt of €1.5 million arising out of a High Court order con-
cerning amounts due to a subsidiary company, some of which had previously been written off; 
if he will provide the name of that subsidiary company of HRI; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33364/16]

08/11/2016WRV02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Horse Racing 
Ireland (HRI) is a commercial state body established under the Horse and Greyhound Racing 
Act, 2001, and is responsible for the overall administration, promotion and development of the 
horse racing industry.

This is an operational matter for HRI and is the subject of court proceedings.  It would not 
therefore be appropriate for me to comment on this matter. 

Horse Racing Ireland Funding

08/11/2016WRV02400420. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
confirm that in addition to grant aid being provided by HRI to Irish racecourses in the financial 
year of 2014, Irish racecourses also received an additional total figure of €22,616,000 from the 
sale of media rights, divided among racecourses commensurate to the number of race meetings 
held by any particular racecourse; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33365/16]

08/11/2016WRV02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Horse Racing 
Ireland (HRI) is a commercial state body established under the Horse and Greyhound Racing 
Act, 2001, and is responsible for the overall administration, promotion and development of the 
horse racing industry.

Under section 61(2) of the Irish Horseracing Industry Act 1994 the property rights in rela-
tion to any broadcast of any part of a race-fixture or any photography, film or sound recording 
taken or made for commercial purposes at a race-fixture shall vest in the executive of the au-
thorised racecourse concerned.

HRI has informed me that while the total amounts received are a commercial matter for 
racecourses, in the Petrus Report, produced and published on behalf of the Association of Irish 
Racecourses in 2013, the media rights annual total was stated as €19.972m and it showed that 
‘without media rights income, racecourses would have experienced aggregate losses of over 
€13.7 million.  This shows the very high level of dependency of racecourses on this revenue 
stream. 
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Horse Racing Ireland Expenditure

08/11/2016WRV02600421. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that expenditure on a company (details supplied), a subsid-
iary of Horse Racing Ireland, increased from €1.6 million to €1.8 million in 2014; his views on 
whether discernible value accrues to HRI and to the general public from this expenditure; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33366/16]

08/11/2016WRV02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Horse Racing 
Ireland (HRI) is a commercial state body established under the Horse and Greyhound Racing 
Act, 2001, and is responsible for the overall administration, promotion and development of the 
horse racing industry.

While the matter referred to by the Deputy is an operational  matter for HRI, they have in-
formed me that Irish Thoroughbred Marketing (ITM) promotes Ireland as the leading source for 
the production and sale of quality thoroughbreds worldwide, and as a premier country in which 
to own, breed and buy thoroughbreds.  This kind of marketing and promotion is a critically 
important element in the development of the Irish Thoroughbred sector. 

Public auction turnover at Irish sales increased by 10% in 2014, and exports of Irish foaled 
horses increased by 4%. 

TAMS Applications

08/11/2016WRV02800422. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an application for TAMS by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33386/16]

08/11/2016WRV02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted an application under the Young Farmer’s Capital Investment Scheme of TAMS 
II on 28 September 2016, under tranche 4.  All applications received in a given tranche must 
be checked to ensure that all administrative issues are in order.  Once this process is complete 
a ranking and selection is carried out and all eligible applications within the available tranche 
budget are sent to the local office for final technical appraisal before approvals issue.  It should 
be noted that the submission of an application under a TAMS II measure does not mean auto-
matic approval. Processing of applications received under tranche 3 is underway and process-
ing of applications under Tranche 4 will be begin shortly. 

Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Applications

08/11/2016WRV03000423. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an ANC payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33387/16]

08/11/2016WRV03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion under the Area of Natural Constraints Scheme was received in my Department from the 
person named on 21 April 2016.  

Payment under the scheme issued directly to the nominated bank account of the person 
named on 7 October 2016.  This payment was subject to a 3% cross compliance penalty in rela-
tion to landscape features following a ground eligibility inspection.
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TAMS Applications

08/11/2016WRV03200424. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a TAMS grant for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33390/16]

08/11/2016WRV03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The per-
son named submitted an application for grant-aid under the Young Farmer’s Capital Invest-
ment Scheme on 10 June 2016, tranche 3 of TAMS II.  All applications received in a given 
tranche must be checked to ensure that all administrative issues are in order.  Once this process 
is complete a ranking and selection is carried out and all eligible applications within the avail-
able tranche budget are sent to the local office for final technical appraisal before approvals 
issue.  In this case the applicant was not selected in tranche 3 and will be rolled over to tranche 
4 for re-examination.  It should be noted that the submission of an application to the TAMS II 
scheme does not mean automatic approval. 

GLAS Appeals

08/11/2016WRV03400425. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33391/16]

08/11/2016WRV03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion from the person named under Tranche 1 of GLAS was received in my Department on the 
13 May 2015. 

Following the Departments pre approval validation checks the application was unsuccessful 
and therefore was not selected for admission to the scheme.

The original assessment of this application is currently under review and the outcome of this 
review will be notified directly to the person named as soon as it is finalised.

TAMS Applications

08/11/2016WRV03600426. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an application for funding by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33393/16]

08/11/2016WRV03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The applica-
tion submitted by the person named to the online TAMS system is the subject of ongoing exam-
ination.  A number of queries in relation to the application have been raised with the applicant. 

A query letter issued on 9 September 2016  for internal dimensions required on drawings for 
all investment items on the application.  Officials from the Department have been in ongoing 
contact with both the person named and his advisor in an effort to resolve the outstanding issues 
with this application and a number of meetings have taken place.  When the outstanding issues 
are resolved the Department will be in a position to arrange for approval to issue. 

TAMS Applications
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08/11/2016WRV03800427. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an application for TAMS II by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33394/16]

08/11/2016WRV03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted an application for grant-aid under the Animal Welfare, Safety and Nutrient 
Storage Scheme, Tranche 3 of TAMS II on 21 June 2016.  The application is undergoing a series 
of administrative checks.  Once these are completed, the application will be then checked for 
technical issues in the local office before approval issues. 

08/11/2016WRW00200GLAS Payments

08/11/2016WRW00300428. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33396/16]

08/11/2016WRW00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named has been approved under Tranche 1 of GLAS with a contract start date of 1 October 
2015.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.

The application of the person named has now successfully completed the pre-payment vali-
dation checks in respect of the 2015 scheme year and full entitlement due for 2015 was pro-
cessed on 4 November 2016 and should issue to the applicant in the coming days.

08/11/2016WRW00500GLAS Appeals

08/11/2016WRW00600429. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33398/16]

08/11/2016WRW00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion for Tranche 2 of the GLAS Scheme was received in this case on the dedicated GLAS online 
system on the 29 November 2015.

The pre-approval validation checks on the application of the person named, found that the 
Low Input Permanent Pasture (part parcel) and Traditional Hay Meadow (part parcel) actions 
were not in accordance with scheme specifications and were therefore excluded as valid actions 
from the application.

The application was ranked as a Tier 3 application, scoring 7.50 which was below the mini-
mum required pass mark of 16.50 and it was therefore unsuccessful for admission to the scheme.  
A letter issued to the person named on the 10 March 2016 notifying them of this decision and 
giving an option of appeal to GLAS Section.

An appeal has been received from the Agricultural Advisor of the person named and is cur-
rently being processed by my Department.  The person named will be notified in writing this 
week of the outcome of this appeal.
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08/11/2016WRW00800GLAS Payments

08/11/2016WRW00900430. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a 2015 GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33402/16]

08/11/2016WRW01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion under Tranche 1 of GLAS was received in my Department on the 22 May 2015 and the 
person named was approved into GLAS 1 with effect from 1 October 2015.

Under the EU Regulations governing the scheme and other area-based payment schemes, a 
comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.

Following the checking process on the application of the person named, one parcel of the 
Hen Harrier action (2.56 hectares) was disallowed.  The application was processed for payment 
in respect of the 2015 scheme year on this basis and the 2015 first instalment was paid on 8 
March 2016.

Subsequent to the issue of the first instalment of the 2015 payment, Department officials 
are reviewing the decision to disallow the 2.56 hectares of Hen Harrier.  Once this review is 
complete 2015 balancing payment will be processed.

08/11/2016WRW01100Agriculture Scheme Appeals

08/11/2016WRW01200431. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of the case of a person (details supplied) who has appealed a decision on area aid; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33413/16]

08/11/2016WRW01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A decision 
on an appeal concerning the person named was issued on 12 August 2015 by the independent 
Agriculture Appeals Office. Further correspondence submitted since that decision requesting a 
review of the decision is currently being examined by that Office.  I am advised that the exami-
nation and assessment of the case has not yet concluded.

08/11/2016WRW01400Agricultural Colleges Courses

08/11/2016WRW01500432. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
measures that are being taken to reduce the waiting times for green cert courses at a college 
(details supplied); the numbers waiting at present; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [33424/16]

08/11/2016WRW01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Green 
Cert Programme is delivered by Teagasc education staff on a full-time, part-time and distance 
education basis at the 7 Teagasc agricultural colleges and at their local and regional education 
centres.  The organisation and location of Green Cert courses within the Teagasc network is a 
matter for Teagasc management to determine.

The current exceptional demand reflects renewed interest and opportunities in agriculture, 
but is also directly linked to the education requirements of the Young Farmers Scheme and Na-
tional Reserve, which require applicants to have a prescribed Level 6 agricultural qualification 
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- a Green Cert or equivalent in order to qualify for payment.  This was to ensure that payments 
were targeted at ‘trained young farmers’ who have a genuine interest in farming as a career.  
Approximately 2,000 young farmers required Green Cert places arising from the education 
requirements of the Young Farmers Scheme and National Reserve.

In order to address this situation, it was agreed that additional temporary resources would be 
provided to Teagasc to enable them to rapidly expand the number of Green Cert places and clear 
the back log of applications in the shortest possible timeframe.  In conjunction with the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform, Teagasc was approved to appoint 70 education officers 
and 7 administrative staff on two year employment contracts.  The allocation of those resources 
to the different agricultural colleges etc. is an internal operational matter for Teagasc and not 
my Department.  I understand that most have been hired and are helping to deliver record num-
bers of Green Cert enrolments, which are forecasted to top 4,500 for the period 2014 to 2016.

As can be expected, the Young Farmers Scheme and National Reserve has stimulated added 
interest in the adult Green Cert among other farmers who have “registered an interest” with 
Teagasc in completing the course.  My Department has asked Teagasc to explore other staffing 
measures, beyond further temporary recruitment, to ensure that any residual demand for the 
Green Cert can be accommodated within a realistic time-frame. My Department will continue 
to monitor the Green Cert situation in Teagasc closely.

08/11/2016WRW01700TB Eradication Scheme

08/11/2016WRW01800433. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide a breakdown of TB detections for counties Cavan and Monaghan to date in 2016 
in tabular form; the measures that are being taken to assist farmers; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33428/16]

08/11/2016WRW01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The follow-
ing table details the herd incidence levels for TB and the numbers of reactors in the Cavan and 
Monaghan areas for the current year to 30 October 2016.

 1 January to   30 October 
2016  

 Cavan  Monaghan

 Herds   currently restricted   78  102
 Number of   reactors identi-
fied year to date  

 562  775

 Herd   Incidence   2.99%  4.07%
Herd incidence nationally stands at 3.12% at present. 

The TB eradication programme includes comprehensive compensation arrangements de-
signed to address both direct and indirect income losses experienced by herdowners when a 
herd is restricted and reactors are removed.  My Department has recently carried out a full re-
view of these arrangements. Following this review, the compensation arrangements have been 
enhanced as follows:

(i) the ceiling limits payable for reactor animals removed under the On Farm Market Valu-
ation scheme have been increased,

(ii) the rates of payment under the Income Supplement for dairy cows have been substan-
tially increased and special arrangements have been made for dairy herds to qualify for this 
scheme, 



Questions - Written Answers

310

(iii) the 100 animal ceiling in the income supplement scheme has been abolished, and 

(iv) dairy herds now qualify for the Hardship Grant Schemes even when supplying milk.

I am satisfied that these measures assist farmers greatly in the event of at TB breakdown.

08/11/2016WRW02000Basic Payment Scheme Payments

08/11/2016WRW02100434. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason for the delay in having a basic farm payment issue to a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork. [33429/16]

08/11/2016WRW02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion under the 2016 Basic Payment Scheme was received from the person named on 12 May 
2016 which included afforested lands.

In line with EU Regulations, land which was afforested since 2009 will be eligible to draw 
down a BPS payment provided that certain requirements are met, one of which is that appli-
cants must retain at least 10% of the eligible hectares declared in 2008 in an agricultural activ-
ity subject to a minimum of 3 hectares.  The person named did not retain sufficient land and is 
ineligible for payment on the afforested land declared.  An official from my Department has 
contacted the person named to clarify the position.

08/11/2016WRW02300Basic Payment Scheme Payments

08/11/2016WRW02400435. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of the case of a person (details supplied) who has received no farm payments for 
2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33455/16]

08/11/2016WRW02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2016 Basic Payment Scheme / Areas of Natural Constraint scheme applica-
tion on 5 May 2016. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require 
that full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases remote sensing (i.e. 
satellite) inspections, be completed before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a remote sensing eligibility inspec-
tion.  This inspection is currently being processed with the intention of issuing any payments 
due as soon as possible.  In the event that any queries arise, officials in my Department will be 
in contact with the person named.

08/11/2016WRW02600Farm Inspections

08/11/2016WRW02700436. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the date on which in 2016 farmers were randomly selected for administrative checks or 
remote sensing inspections by his Department; if selected farmers were informed that their 
ANC and SFP payments would be delayed in advance of the date the Department commenced 
making payments to farmers; if not, the reason; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33464/16]

08/11/2016WRW02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under EU 



8 November 2016

311

Regulations, all Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) and Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) Scheme 
applications are subject to robust administrative checks prior to payment.  The main element 
of the administrative check is an area assessment. This is achieved by using the Land Parcel 
Identification System which currently records some 1 million individual land parcels.

The work of my Department in this critical area must meet demanding EU and national 
audit requirements.  Only valid applications under the BPS and ANC that fully comply with the 
requirements of the EU legislation are paid.  Consequently, all applications under the schemes 
are subject to administrative checks.  In 2016 these administrative checks commenced on 31st 
May when on-line applications were subject to preliminary checks to identify in particular 
over-claims and dual claims.  An overall  validation process was then carried out on all applica-
tions once the data capture of 31,000 paper applications was completed.

Cases that did not pass the validation process went into error and cannot be paid until the 
error concerned is resolved.  These errors include over-claims, dual claims and incomplete ap-
plication forms.  My Department entered into correspondence, mainly through the issuing of 
query letters to farmers, in order to resolve these error cases.

The selection of cases for on-the-spot-checks, either by means of ground or remote sensing 
inspection, is governed by EU regulations.  All cases to be selected for inspection must be eli-
gible beneficiaries under the various area-based schemes.  Therefore the selection of cases for 
inspection, while commencing after the closing date for receipt of applications, i.e. 15 May for 
the 2016 Scheme year, is an on-going process so as to ensure this specific regulatory require-
ment is adhered to.

The process of a remote sensing inspection involves the comprehensive review of a range of 
satellite imagery received at various stages during the year to ensure that the actual claimed area 
in the application form corresponds to the area farmed by the applicant, that the different crop 
types are as claimed, and that ineligible land or features are not included for payment purposes.  
The EU regulations prescribe that for on-the-spot checks involving land eligibility, any notice 
of an inspection must be strictly limited to the minimum period necessary and must not exceed 
14 days.  As the commencement of a remote sensing inspection is dependent on the receipt of a 
range of satellite imagery throughout the year it is not possible to give a definitive notice date.  
Furthermore, it is not possible to notify an applicant of errors on their case until such time as the 
inspection process is fully completed, given the phased process of a remote sensing inspection.

Payments under the 2016 Basic Payment Scheme commenced on 17 October, which is the 
earliest date allowed under the EU legislation.  In addition, following discussions with the EU 
Commission I confirmed that the level of the advance payment under this scheme would be set 
at 70% for 2016, rather than 50% as provided for in the EU legislation.

To date payments in excess of €770m have issued to over 117,000 applicants under the Ba-
sic Payment Scheme.  A further €183m has issued to some 84,500 applicants under the Areas 
of Natural Constraints Scheme. 

My Department is prioritising the processing of all outstanding cases subject to administra-
tive checks or inspection and cases continue to be finalised to payment stage on a daily basis. 
Regular payment runs are being made for both the BPS and ANC to ensure prompt payment of 
fully processed cases.

08/11/2016WRW02900GLAS Payments

08/11/2016WRW03000437. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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the status of an application for a GLAS 2015 payment in respect of a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33475/16]

08/11/2016WRW03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named has been approved under Tranche 1 of GLAS with a contract start date of 1 October 
2015.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue. 

The application of the person named has successfully completed the pre-payment valida-
tion checks in respect of the 2015 scheme year and full entitlement due for 2015 was processed 
on 27 October 2016.

08/11/2016WRW03200Single Payment Scheme Payments

08/11/2016WRW03300438. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of single farm payments in respect of persons (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33492/16]

08/11/2016WRW03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The persons 
named changed the herd number shown in 2015 from being held in a single name to being held 
jointly in both names shown.  My Department had no record of having received a 2015 Transfer 
of Entitlements Allocation Right and Reference Value application from the persons named in 
order to transfer the Basic Payment Scheme entitlements allocation rights and reference values 
into the jointly held herd number.  My Department contacted the persons named and arranged 
for this application form to be submitted.

This application is now being finalised and any outstanding payment under the Basic Pay-
ment Scheme and the Young Farmers Scheme will issue shortly.

Question No. 439 withdrawn.

08/11/2016WRW03600Transfer of Entitlements Application

08/11/2016WRW03700440. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of the case of a person (details supplied) who was late applying for entitlements; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33617/16]

08/11/2016WRW03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2016 transfer of entitlements application to my Department on 16 August 
2016.  The closing date for receipt of such applications was the 16 May 2016.  The application 
was not successful as it was submitted after the closing date.  The person named was notified of 
this decision and was offered the opportunity to submit an appeal.

My Department has now received an appeal from the person named in relation to their 
Transfer of Entitlements application.  This appeal will be considered by my Department based 
on the information set out by the applicant and a decision with regard to the outcome of the ap-
peal will be notified in writing to the applicant as soon as possible.
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08/11/2016WRW03900Disability Support Services

08/11/2016WRW04000441. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine if his Department has produced a new statement of strategy since May 2016; and if 
so, the measures in it to support persons with disabilities. [33633/16]

08/11/2016WRW04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In line with 
the requirements of the Public Service Management Act, 1997 the Department has drafted a new 
Statement of Strategy (SOS) for the three year period 2016 – 2019, which will issue shortly.  
One of the objectives of this SOS is to “Continue to develop a highly skilled, diverse and gender 
balanced work force” with implementation of the Department’s HR Strategy listed as a KPI for 
the achievement of this objective.  The Department’s HR Strategy lists the putting in place of 
Disability Awareness Policy/Guidelines as a policy priority over its lifetime of this Strategy.

08/11/2016WRW04200Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme

08/11/2016WRW04300442. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payment of a milking parlour grant will issue to a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33661/16]

08/11/2016WRW04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A payment 
claim has been submitted by the person named to the online TAMS payment system.  The de-
tails of the claim submitted are currently being examined and it is expected that processing of 
the claim will be finalised shortly.

08/11/2016WRW04500Aquaculture Licences

08/11/2016WRW04600443. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amendment he proposes to make to the aquaculture licence for Lough Alton held by a company 
(details supplied) as a result of the company’s breach of licence conditions; and the assurances 
that can be given to the public that the company will abide by the amendment. [33672/16]

08/11/2016WRW04700445. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
commission an independent outside body to take over from his Department the task of examin-
ing overstocking at other sites in view of the conflict of interest that arises for his Department 
and in view of his decision not to revoke the licence held by a company (details supplied) at 
Lough Alton due to commercial reasons. [33674/16]

08/11/2016WRW04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 443 and 445 together.

As the Deputy is aware my Department is currently examining possible overstocking in 
respect of a number of aquaculture sites operated by the company referred to by the Deputy.

In relation to one of the sites - Lough Altan Hatchery, I have concluded my consideration 
of the issue and I have determined that an amendment to the license held by the company in 
respect of this site would be appropriate.  My Department is currently examining the nature of 
the amendment and will be following up with the company in relation to the matter.

As my Department’s examination in respect of the other sites is ongoing as part of a statu-
tory process it would not be appropriate for me to comment further at this time.
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08/11/2016WRW04900Aquaculture Licences

08/11/2016WRW05000444. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
his proposed review of his Department’s aquaculture licensing system will commence; and the 
assurances that can be given to the public that it will be genuinely independent in view of his 
decision not to revoke a company’s aquaculture licence (details supplied) for Lough Alton for 
commercial reasons rather than for public interest reasons. [33673/16]

08/11/2016WRW05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Ireland’s first 
National Strategic Plan for Sustainable Aquaculture Development was published by my Depart-
ment in December 2015.  That Plan proposes 24 actions to drive the sustainable development of 
the aquaculture sector and sustainably grow production in the sector by 45,000 tonnes.  Action 
number 22 of the National Strategic Plan for Sustainable Aquaculture Development commits 
my Department to a review and revision of the aquaculture licence process, including the ap-
plicable legal framework.  This Review is echoed by the recommendations of Food Wise 2025.  
My Department is actively examining the terms of reference and structure of the proposed re-
view, including in relation to its independence, and I would expect to make an announcement 
soon.

In relation to the licence referred to by the Deputy, my Department has concluded its exami-
nation of the issues involved and I have determined that an amendment of the licence held by 
the company in respect of this site would be appropriate.  My Department is currently examin-
ing the nature of the amendment and will be following up with the company in relation to this 
matter.

  Question No. 445 answered with Question No. 443.

08/11/2016WRW05300Trade Missions Data

08/11/2016WRW05400446. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of trade promotion visits organised by agencies under the remit of his Department, such 
as Bord Bia and Bord Iascaigh Mhara, which had representation from Northern Ireland on such 
missions in each of the years 2010 to 2015 inclusive; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33686/16]

08/11/2016WRW05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My De-
partment, with the assistance of its agencies (Bord Bia, Enterprise Ireland and Bord Iascaigh 
Mhara), has organised nine trade promotional visits during the period referred to.  These mis-
sions have been to a range of destinations, such as China, United States, Africa and the Gulf 
region, which are of strategic importance in the development of the agri-food sector.

Opening new markets, and building on successful trading relationships, are key to the con-
tinued growth of the agri-food sector.  Indeed, the development of new markets is a central 
component of Food Wise 2015, the sector’s strategy for development over the coming decade.  
This work has taken on renewed importance in light of the decision of the UK to leave the EU. 

During these trade missions all areas of the Irish Agri-food sector have been represented, 
including companies that operate in both jurisdictions on this island. However, there has been 
no specific representation from Northern Ireland companies on these missions.

08/11/2016WRX00150Basic Payment Scheme Payments
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08/11/2016WRX00200447. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will expedite a payment due to a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [33707/16]

08/11/2016WRX00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2016 transfer application seeking the transfer of entitlements by lease.  This 
application has been fully processed and an acceptance letter has issued to the person named.  
Payment under to 2016 Basic Payment Scheme will issue shortly.

08/11/2016WRX00350Transfer of Entitlements

08/11/2016WRX00400448. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will expedite payment to persons (details supplied) in County Cork. [33724/16]

08/11/2016WRX00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The persons 
named submitted a 2016 Transfer of Entitlements application seeking the transfer of entitle-
ments by gift from their mother.  This application has been fully processed and acceptance 
letters issued to both transferor and transferees on 2 November 2016.  The persons named have 
also submitted two 2016 Transfer of Entitlements applications seeking the transfer of entitle-
ments by lease to two separate farmers.  These applications are currently being finalised and the 
persons named will receive written confirmation of these transfers shortly.

As all entitlements held by the persons named have been leased out in 2016 in line with 
the Transfer of Entitlements applications submitted to my Department, there are no remaining 
entitlements held by the persons named on which a 2016 Basic Payment Scheme payment can 
be made.

08/11/2016WRX00550Agricultural Colleges

08/11/2016WRX00600449. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to increase Teagasc education staff at colleges such as Ballyhaise Agricultural College, 
County Cavan, in view of the increased demand for the green cert programme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [33726/16]

08/11/2016WRX00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The delegated 
sanction arrangements for Teagasc permits them to fill vacancies through recruitment and/or 
promotion in designated grades up to and including Principal Officer or equivalent, subject to 
an overall Pay bill ceiling.  The multi-annual pay ceiling is binding and it falls on Teagasc to 
deliver services within the agreed ceiling.  This includes responding to emerging expenditure 
pressures without recourse to additional Exchequer allocations and involves commitment to 
ongoing reform and efficiency measures as appropriate. 

The arrangements enable Teagasc to replace staff when they retire and to make 75 new per-
manent appointments, subject to compliance with the pay ceilings.  The specific arrangements 
to allocate available staff resources to Teagasc research, advisory and/or education services 
are matters for Teagasc management to determine. I understand that a number of appointments 
have been made in the education area.  While Teagasc must remain within its overall pay bud-
get, the flexibility provided by the new arrangements will allow them to fill critical vacancies 
and to react faster when such vacancies arise in the future. 

In addition to the above measure, my Department in conjunction with the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform, approved the appointment of 70 education officers and 7 ad-
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ministrative staff on two year contracts to enable Teagasc dramatically increase enrolments for 
the Green Cert Programme.  The allocation of those resources to the different agricultural col-
leges etc. is an internal operational matter for Teagasc and not my Department.  I understand 
that most of the teachers have been recruited and are helping to deliver record numbers of Green 
Cert enrolments, which are forecasted to top 4,500 for the period 2014 to 2016. 

My Department has asked Teagasc to explore other staffing measures, beyond further tem-
porary recruitment, to ensure that any residual demand for the Green Cert can be accommo-
dated within a realistic time-frame.  My Department will continue to monitor the Green Cert 
situation in Teagasc closely. 

08/11/2016WRX00750Agriculture Scheme Administration

08/11/2016WRX00800450. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when the national reserve and young farmers scheme will be open again for applications; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [33735/16]

08/11/2016WRX00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In 2015 the 
National Reserve fund was based on a 3% cut to the Basic Payment Scheme financial ceiling 
and provided some €24 million in funding which was the maximum financing rate available 
under the relevant EU Regulations.  There were some 6,250 successful applicants under the 
2015 National Reserve. 

There was no National Reserve in 2016 as all available funding of €24 million had been 
utilised under the 2015 scheme.  In order to provide for a National Reserve in 2017 funding is 
required to replenish the Reserve.  EU Regulations governing the scheme provide that fund-
ing for the replenishment of the National Reserve may be obtained by means of surrender of 
entitlements that remain unused by farmers for two consecutive years and by clawback derived 
following the sale of entitlements without land.  It is envisaged that funding derived from these 
two sources in 2017 will be very limited.  The Regulations also provide for the application of a 
linear cut to the value of all farmers’ entitlements to replenish the National Reserve.  Decisions 
in relation to the National Reserve for 2017 will be considered once the position on potential 
funding has been established. 

The Young Farmers Scheme is a separate annual scheme which provides an additional pay-
ment for ‘young farmers’ on activated entitlements.  The closing date for the Young Farmers 
Scheme in 2016 was 16 May.  Applications for the 2017 Young Farmers Scheme will be made 
available well in advance of the 2017 closing date.  

Brexit Issues

08/11/2016WRX01000451. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his attention has been drawn to the impact of Brexit and currency fluctuations between sterling 
and the euro is having on the food and agri-business sectors in the southeast; the action he is 
taking to help the industries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33737/16]

08/11/2016WRX01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am fully 
aware of the impact that Brexit and the sterling exchange rate is having on our agri-food export-
ers, including those located in the southeast of the country.

A number of actions are being taken to try to mitigate these impacts.
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Bord Bia and Enterprise Ireland have been providing practical guidance to SMEs.  Bord Bia 
recently announced a number of measures, covering areas such as managing volatility impacts, 
providing consumer and market insight, deepening customer engagement and extending market 
reach, all of which are aimed at helping companies maintain their competitiveness.  Similar 
support is being provided by Enterprise Ireland through their 5-point plan for exporters to the 
UK and through engagement on a one-to-one basis with affected companies.

In addition, I announced a comprehensive set of measures in Budget 2017 which financially 
underpin my Department’s Brexit mitigation efforts through strategic investment in key areas 
of the Department, its agencies and in the agri-food sector.

The measures include access to an innovative low interest agri-cash flow fund of €150 mil-
lion.  The loan fund will support highly flexible loans for up to six years, for amounts up to 
€150,000, at an interest rate of 2.95%, and is available to farmers across the livestock, hor-
ticultural and tillage sectors.  Other measures include agri-taxation initiatives aimed at tack-
ling income volatility, significant additional spending on farm gate schemes through the Rural 
Development programme, increased funding of Bord Bia and BIM, investment in research 
& development and innovation, and increased expenditure on the Seafood Development Pro-
gramme.

The currency volatility issue is of course one that is constantly evolving, and I am continu-
ing to keep the situation under review. 

08/11/2016WRX01150Fishery Harbour Centres

08/11/2016WRX01200452. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the status of a case (details supplied) regarding permission to berth a second vessel in 
Howth Harbour; the reason this permission has not yet been granted; when permission will be 
granted for this request; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33776/16]

08/11/2016WRX01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Howth Fishery 
Harbour Centre is one of the six designated Fishery Harbour Centres which are owned, man-
aged and maintained by my Department.  All six Fishery Centres are first and foremost working 
fishery harbours.  However each centre has unique features which facilitate a broad range of 
other diverse activities which are important from both an economic and social perspective.

The issue raised by the Deputy refers to the conditions whereby passenger ferry licences, 
and associated moorings and berths are granted. The individual referred to has not submitted 
any application in respect of 2017.

Applications for passenger ferry licences, moorings and berths are approved on an annual 
basis having considered health and safety, the operational probity of Howth Fishery Harbour 
Centre, the available infrastructure and capacity at the Harbour at any given time.

I can tell the deputy that for operational and strategic reasons it has been decided to relocate 
all passenger ferry activities from the East Pier, Howth to dedicated pontoons on the West Pier. 
Construction of theses pontoons will commence in Mid November with the expectation that 
they will be in place early in 2017.  

When operational the Department will be able to reconsider the limits on the number of pas-
senger ferry vessels operating from Howth. 
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08/11/2016WRX01350GLAS Applications

08/11/2016WRX01400453. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS application in respect of a person (details supplied); when payment will 
be processed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33855/16]

08/11/2016WRX01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion for Tranche 2 of the GLAS Scheme for the person named was received on the dedicated 
GLAS online system on the 14 December 2015.

The unprecedented level of applications to GLAS 2 meant that priority is being given to 
what are called Tier 1 and Tier 2 candidates, i.e. those who either manage key environmental 
assets like endangered birds, protected habitats or high-quality water courses, or who have 
committed to undertake particularly valuable environmental actions like growing feed-crops 
for wild birds, adopting low-impact tillage techniques or using low-emission slurry spreading 
methods. 

Farmers had been urged to present the highest standard environmental plans under GLAS 2, 
and to adopt actions that would promote them from Tier 3 to a higher tier, thereby significantly 
increasing the chance of selection.  Over 80% of applicants in the second tranche of GLAS 
opted to do so, and with the funding available were approved.  

The application for the person named was ranked as a Tier 3 application and it was therefore 
not selected into the scheme.  

A third Tranche of GLAS (GLAS 3) is currently open for applications and the person named 
has the opportunity now to re-examine their proposed farm-plan, in consultation with their 
advisor, and see how it might be improved to increase their chance of selection into GLAS 3. 

08/11/2016WRX01550Bord na gCon

08/11/2016WRX01600454. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
department has addressed the issues highlighted in the Morris report; if the recommendations 
therein will be implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33862/16]

08/11/2016WRX01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon  
is a commercial State body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, chiefly to 
control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.

Bord na gCon has informed me that it has systematically worked through the recommenda-
tions contained in the Morris Report, addressing those that it can within the current legislative 
framework.  In addition it has introduced out of competition testing at kennels, publication of 
adverse analytical findings, a prohibition on racing following an adverse analytical finding until 
the result of the test is negative, together with the publication of Control Committee decisions 
and the reasons for those decisions.

I will shortly be bringing forward the heads of a greyhound racing bill to address certain 
aspects of the report and to ensure that the principles of good governance and regulation are 
clearly and unambiguously laid down in primary legislation. 

08/11/2016WRX01750Single Payment Scheme Payments
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08/11/2016WRX01800455. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he will take to have the single farm payment paid to a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33867/16]

08/11/2016WRX01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion under the 2016 Basic Payment Scheme was received in my Department from the person 
named on 11 May 2016.  This application has been fully processed and payment has issued to 
his nominated bank account. 

08/11/2016WRX01950Basic Payment Scheme Applications

08/11/2016WRX02000456. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he will take to ensure that the single farm payment is paid to a person (details supplied)

 [33869/16]

08/11/2016WRX02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2016 Basic Payment Scheme/Areas of Natural Constraint scheme applica-
tion on 11 April  2016.  EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require 
that full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases remote sensing (i.e. 
satellite) inspections, be completed before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a remote sensing inspection.  This 
inspection is currently being processed with the intention of issuing any payments due as soon 
as possible. In the event that any queries arise, officials in my Department will be in contact 
with the person named.

08/11/2016WRX02150Fishing Industry

08/11/2016WRX02200457. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the policy of his Department in respect of maintaining fish weirs here; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [33600/16]

08/11/2016WRX02300458. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the maintenance grants available to the owners of active and inactive fish weirs 
here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33601/16]

08/11/2016WRX02400459. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the policy with regard to the paying of commercial rates on fish weirs; if rates 
still apply if they are inactive; if any exemptions apply; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33602/16]

08/11/2016WRX02500Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Kyne): I propose to take Questions Nos. 457 to 459, inclusive, together. 

I understand that the weirs referred to by the Deputy are in the Waterford Estuary and are 
essentially “fishing engines” within the meaning of the Fisheries Acts.  Waterford Estuary has 
been closed as a salmon fishery since 2006, as the requirement, that each individual stock origi-
nating in the three contributing rivers (Suir, Nore and Barrow) must all exceed their individual 
conservation limits (CL), is not being met.

I am advised that the maintenance and repair of such weirs is the responsibility of the owner 
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of the weir.  There is no voted funding provision in my Department for such matters nor are 
there any grant schemes relating to the maintenance of historical fish weirs.  There is no public 
funding resource to facilitate maintenance and repair of privately owned infrastructure. 

The owner of a fishery should apply to the Valuations Office for a revaluation of their rated 
fishery.

08/11/2016WRX02550Community Development Initiatives

08/11/2016WRX02600460. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if national lottery funding is available at present through his department to sup-
port the work of community groups; if so, if there are specific programmes eligible for grant 
assistance; the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33268/16]

08/11/2016WRX02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): My Department does not receive funding from the National Lottery. 

08/11/2016WRX02750Energy Policy

08/11/2016WRX02800461. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment the position with respect to the introduction of feed in tariffs as they apply to electric-
ity generation through hydro, solar, wind and biomass; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33281/16]

08/11/2016WRX02900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The 2015 Energy White Paper sets out a vision to promote the development and 
diversification of renewable energy in Ireland in a competitive and sustainable manner.  A well 
balanced fuel mix that provides reliable and sustainable energy, minimises costs and protects 
against supply disruptions and price volatility, is essential to Irish consumers and businesses.  
The existing Renewable Electricity Feed-in Tariff (REFIT) schemes are the principal means of 
supporting renewable electricity generators for energy exported to the grid.  While the REFIT 
schemes are now closed for new applications, they have proven successful at encouraging an 
increase in the level of renewables in Ireland.  In 2015, the Sustainable Energy Authority of 
Ireland (SEAI) has estimated that 25.3% of electricity was generated by renewable sources.

The existing REFIT support schemes are underpinned by detailed economic analysis to en-
sure long-term certainty for investors and overall value for money for consumers.  The REFIT 
schemes assure a minimum price for each unit of electricity exported to the grid over a 15 year 
period and cover a range of different renewable energy technologies, including wind energy, 
biomass and hydro-generation.

My Department is currently working to develop a new Renewable Electricity Support 
Scheme (RESS).  While no decision has been taken on the precise renewable technologies to be 
supported, the cost and technical viability of a variety of technologies - including wind, solar 
photovoltaics (PV), hydro and biomass - are being examined as part of the on-going assessment 
process.

Once the economic analysis is complete, a further public consultation on the new scheme 
will be published.  This consultation is expected in the first half of 2017 and details will be 
advertised on the Department’s website www.dccae.gov.ie.  It is expected that the new scheme 
will be announced in late 2017 subject to Government approval and State aid clearance from 
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the European Commission.

08/11/2016WRX02950Angling Season

08/11/2016WRX03000462. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if his attention has been drawn to any additional regulation that will be imposed on 
Lough Sheelin, County Westmeath, regarding the reduction in the number of months in which 
anglers can fish; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33291/16]

08/11/2016WRX03100Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Kyne): I have been informed by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) that the 
fishery management rule currently in place for Lough Sheelin prohibits fishing for any species 
by rod and line from 13 October to the end of February.  This rule does not represent any change 
in practice.  It has been in place for twenty years and has been promoted through angling guid-
ance leaflets and signage erected at Lough Sheelin.  IFI recently conducted a public consulta-
tion with a view to introducing a local bye-law on Lough Sheelin that would give this rule a 
legislative basis, thereby ensuring that it can be enforced more effectively. 

Fishing for all species on Lough Sheelin has always been allowed during the open season 
from 1 March to 12 October each year. 

08/11/2016WRX03150Exploration Licences Data

08/11/2016WRX03200463. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the status of all existing applications to “frack”; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [33343/16]

08/11/2016WRX03300Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment: Three onshore licensing options were granted for the two year period from 1 March 2011 
to 28 February 2013, over parts of the North West Carboniferous (Lough Allen) Basin and parts 
of County Clare to:

i. Tamboran Resources PTY Ltd over 986 km2 in the Northwest Carboniferous Basin;

ii. Lough Allen Natural Gas Company Ltd over 467 km2 in the Northwest Carboniferous 
Basin; and

iii. Enegi Oil Plc over 495 km2 in the Clare Basin.

 These ‘options’ were valid for a period of up to a maximum of 24 months and gave the 
holder the first right, exercisable at any time during the period of the Option, to an Exploration 
Licence over all or part of the area covered by the Option.  The licensing options awarded were 
preliminary authorisations and were designed to allow the companies assess the shale gas po-
tential of the acreage largely based on desktop studies of existing data. 

Exploration drilling, including drilling that would involve hydraulic fracturing was not al-
lowed under these Licensing Options.  Two of the three companies, which had been granted 
onshore licensing options in February 2011, have submitted applications for a follow-on explo-
ration licence.  

In coming to a view whether unconventional gas exploration and extraction could be per-
mitted in Ireland, it was considered necessary in the first instance to establish if this technol-
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ogy could be carried out in a manner that would not negatively impact on the environment and 
human health.  Having consulted publicly on the terms of reference for a research programme, 
the issues identified on foot of this process have been included in the scope of the research 
programme being administered by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), with oversight 
from a broad based Steering Committee that includes my Department.  It is anticipated that an 
Integrated Synthesis Report concluding on the research programme to date will be finalised in 
the coming weeks.  

There is no unconventional gas exploration or extraction in Ireland.  Since the Joint Research 
Programme on the Environmental Impacts of Unconventional Gas Exploration and Extraction 
was commissioned, no application to engage in unconventional gas exploration has been re-
ceived in my Department, nor would any such application, if submitted, be considered until 
the Integrated Synthesis Report has concluded and there has been time to consider its findings. 

08/11/2016WRX03350Wind Energy Generation

08/11/2016WRX03400464. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will confirm that offshore wind is being considered in helping Ireland reach 
its renewable targets for 2020 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33421/16]

08/11/2016WRX03500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The EU Renewable Energy Directive set Ireland a legally binding target of meet-
ing 16% of our energy demand from renewable sources by 2020. Ireland is committed to achiev-
ing this target through meeting 40% of electricity demand, 12% of heat and 10% of transport 
from renewable energy sources.  The Government has a range of policy measures and schemes 
to incentivise the use of renewable energy and although good progress towards the target has 
been made to date, meeting the 16% target remains challenging.  The Renewable Energy Feed-
in-Tariff schemes support the development of a range of renewable electricity technologies 
including hydro, biomass combustion, biomass combined heat and power, landfill gas and on-
shore wind.  Figures provided by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) for 2015  
indicate that 9.1% of the overall 16% target was met and that 25.3% of electricity was generated 
by renewable sources, of which 22.8% was generated by onshore wind. 

In addition to our onshore wind resource, bioenergy, solar, offshore wind and other tech-
nologies may play a role in diversifying our renewable generation portfolio over the period to 
2030.  The 2014 Offshore Renewable Energy Development Plan (OREDP) sets out Govern-
ment policy in relation to the sustainable development of our indigenous offshore wind, wave 
and tidal energy resources. 

My Department is currently developing a proposed new Renewable Electricity Support 
Scheme (RESS).  In-depth economic analysis is underway to inform the actual cost of a new 
scheme and, while no decision has been taken on the precise renewable technologies to be sup-
ported, the cost   and technical viability of solar photovoltaic (PV), bio-energy and offshore 
wind are being examined as part of the assessment process. 

The latest report provided by Ireland to the European Commission - the Third Progress Re-
port on the National Renewable Energy Action Plan (NREAP) shows that 8.6% of our energy 
was met from renewable sources at end 2014, which was ahead of the indicative trajectory of 
6.98% set out in Statutory Instrument (SI) No. 483 of 2014.

The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI), has estimated that the cost to Ireland 
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of not meeting our overall renewable energy targets may be in the range of €100 million to €150 
million for each percentage point Ireland falls short of the overall 16% renewable energy target.

08/11/2016WRX03550Waste Management

08/11/2016WRX03600465. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when he will publish the report of the inter-departmental group that was estab-
lished under A Resource Opportunity - Waste Management Policy in Ireland on the possible in-
troduction of a household waste collection waiver scheme; if he does not publish these reports, 
his views on whether the Houses of the Oireachtas can make an informed decision on issues 
pertaining to waste waivers without knowing the contents of his Department’s reports; the way 
he proposes to resolve the issue of waste waivers by July 2017 when the voluntary agreement 
with waste sector companies on pay by weight charging ends; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [33610/16]

08/11/2016WRX03700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): An interdepartmental working group, established in line with national waste policy 
to report to Government with options to minimise the impact of waste charges on low income 
households, submitted two reports to the previous Government.  It should be noted that there 
has never been a national waiver scheme for household waste collection.  During the period in 
which local authorities were directly involved in the collection of household waste, a minor-
ity of individual Councils offered different levels of discount to selected households, based on 
different qualification criteria.  As local authorities exited the waste collection market, some 
required the private operators which took on the Councils’ customers to provide a level of dis-
count for existing waiver customers only, and even then, for only a limited time. 

The vast majority of such contractual commitments for private operators to provide a waiver 
have now expired.  In that context, the number of households in receipt of waiver discounts 
is likely to decline over time, especially as some householders were able to take advantage of 
special reduced offers elsewhere which actually undercut the waiver price.  However, selected 
private operators still offer some level of discount to former waiver customers on a voluntary 
basis. 

In addition, a very limited number of local authorities make financial contributions towards 
the cost of, or pay for, the collection of waste from certain households.  Again, the qualification 
criteria and level of support differ from area to area. 

With the exception of one or two municipal districts, local authorities no longer collect 
waste.  Waste collection is now serviced by a diverse range of private operators, where the fees 
charged are a matter between service provider and customer and the range of services and fees 
offered vary amongst providers and across the country.  In that regard, it is becoming increas-
ingly apparent that a national waiver scheme could not be imposed in the context of an open 
market for waste collection.

Notwithstanding the above, as previously stated, a review of the way households are charged 
for the collection of waste, with a focus on encouraging households to prevent, separate and 
recycle waste and to reduce residual waste going to landfills, is due to be completed by July 
next year.

08/11/2016WRY00200Waste Management Regulations
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08/11/2016WRY00300466. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if his Department is currently examining proposals to establish a regulator for the 
domestic and commercial waste sector; his views on whether the sector is in need of a regula-
tor; the advice he has received from the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission on 
the establishment of such a regulator; if he will follow this advice; and the approximate cost of 
establishing such a regulator. [33611/16]

08/11/2016WRY00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): My role as Minister is the maintenance and development of the policy and statu-
tory framework within which the relevant environmental regulatory authorities viz the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, local authorities, the National Waste Collection Permit Office 
and the National Transfrontier Shipments Office, discharge their respective regulatory and en-
forcement functions under the Waste Management Acts, in order to ensure that Ireland meets 
its legal obligations under waste legislation.  I have not received advice from the Competition 
and Consumer Protection Commission regarding the establishment of a regulator for the waste 
sector.  Notwithstanding the above, as previously stated, a review of the way households are 
charged for the collection of waste, with a focus on encouraging households to prevent, separate 
and recycle waste and to reduce residual waste going to landfills, is due to be completed by July 
next year. 

08/11/2016WRY00500Departmental Strategy Statements

08/11/2016WRY00600467. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Communications, Cli-
mate Action and Environment if his Department has produced a new statement of strategy since 
May 2016; and if so, the measures in it to support persons with disabilities. [33626/16]

08/11/2016WRY00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): My Department is currently finalising a new Statement of Strategy which will set 
out the key objectives, outputs and related strategies for the period 2017 to 2019.  As part of 
this process my Department is assessing and identifying equality issues that are relevant to its 
functions as an employer, policy maker and service provider.    

My Department has already implemented a number of measures to support persons with 
disabilities.  The Department’s website was re-designed in 2015 in order to make it more user-
friendly and accessible to the widest possible audience, regardless of technology or ability.  The 
website complies with the National Disability Authority’s Code of Practice on Accessibility of 
Public Services and Information Provided by Public Bodies and aims to conform to level Dou-
ble-A of the World Wide Web Consortium Web Content Accessibility Guidelines to make web 
content more accessible for people with disabilities.  My Department has a Disability Liaison 
Officer whose role it is to assist and support staff with disabilities and to promote the awareness 
of disability throughout the Department.  My Department has also undertaken mandatory train-
ing for all staff on the Civil Service Dignity at Work Policy.  

 Part 5 of the Disability Act 2005, provides for a statutory report on employment of people 
with disabilities in the public sector.  My Department has a Monitoring Committee, established 
under the Disability Act 2005, which reports each year on the percentage and numbers of peo-
ple with disabilities employed in the bodies under the aegis of the Department.  Taken cumula-
tively, the overall employment of persons with a disability in all of the Department’s bodies in 
2015 was 4.6%, which is above the statutory target of 3% of employees.

In developing new policies and programmes, consultation with interested stakeholders is 
an integral part of the process and to further improve our capacity in this area, a stakeholder 
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engagement toolkit is being prepared. 

08/11/2016WRY00800Telecommunications Infrastructure

08/11/2016WRY00900468. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the proposals there are to upgrade the broadband telecommunications infrastruc-
ture in an area (details supplied); if the requests of local residents and local business to have an 
adequate and modern broadband service provided in that area without further delay can be given 
urgent and favourable consideration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33642/16]

08/11/2016WRY01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed services to every city, 
town, village and individual premises in Ireland.  The Programme for Government commits to 
the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved through a combination 
of commercial investment by the telecommunications sector and a State intervention in those 
areas where commercial investment has not been fully demonstrated.  The formal procurement 
process for the State Intervention commenced in December 2015.  To date, the commercial tele-
communications sector has invested over €2bn in upgrading and modernising networks which 
support the provision of high speed broadband and mobile telecoms services. 

Approximately 1.3m premises in Ireland can now get high speed broadband and at least one 
mobile operator is delivering 4G services to over 90% of the population.  It is estimated that up 
to 42% of premises in Co. Monaghan will have access to  commercial high speed broadband 
services provided by telecommunications operators, while the remaining 58% consisting of 
just over 19,000 premises in Co. Monaghan will fall within the proposed State led intervention 
under the National Broadband Plan.  

The breakdown of premises covered, per townland, is available on the High Speed Broad-
band Map at www.broadband.gov.ie.  The maps shows that 9% of the townland of Dohamlat, 
Co Monaghan  falls within the AMBER area and will therefore be included in the State inter-
vention procurement process.  The remaining 91% of Doohamlat is included in the BLUE area 
where commercial providers are either currently delivering or previously indicated that they 
have plans to deliver high speed broadband services.  

Individuals can check whether their premises is in a BLUE or an AMBER area by scrolling 
through the map online or entering their Eircode.  If customers in Doohamlat, Co Monaghan 
cannot access high speed broadband services, I would encourage them to contact my Depart-
ment directly at broadband@dccae.gov.ie, quoting their address and Eircode, and giving details 
of providers they have contacted with a view to obtaining services. 

The rollout of services by commercial operators in the BLUE area is being kept under 
constant review by the Department to ensure that all premises can get access to services, either 
through commercial investment or the State intervention. 

The Department is now in a formal procurement process to select a company or companies 
who will roll-out a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention Area com-
prising over 750,000 premises, covering 100,000km of road network and 96% of the land area 
of Ireland. 

Intensive dialogue with bidders is continuing and the three bidders have indicated that 
they are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-home solution.  Householders and businesses 
may get speeds not just of 30 Megabits per second but potentially up to 1000 megabits per sec-
ond with businesses potentially availing of symmetrical upload and download speeds. 
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Earlier this year, before I came into office, the Department announced that it would be June 
2017 before contract(s) were awarded under the NBP.  The bidders in the process have recently 
indicated that they may need more time to conclude the procurement process.  The timing of 
each stage of the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors including the 
complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team, and bidders, during the pro-
curement process.  Bidders need adequate time to prepare detailed proposals and their final 
formal bids and get the relevant shareholder and funding approvals at key stages of the process.  
It is also important to ensure that risks in this multi-million euro procurement are carefully 
managed.  I do not propose to comment any further at this juncture, given that discussions are 
ongoing in the procurement process.  I can assure the Deputy however, that the procurement 
process is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers a future-proofed net-
work that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years.  The Government 
considers the NBP to be one of the most significant investments in rural Ireland for decades, and 
one which will transform society, akin to rural electrification in the last century. 

In parallel, and in accordance with commitments in the Programme for Government, Minis-
ter Humphreys is leading on the establishment of two regional action groups to help accelerate 
the broadband network build in rural Ireland, once a contract(s) has been awarded.

In July, I established a Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce with my colleague Minister 
Humphreys to address immediate issues in relation to the quality of mobile phone and broad-
band coverage.  I expect the Taskforce to report by end 2016. 

€15m  has been provided for the NBP in my Departments Estimates for 2017 to provide 
for early stage mobilisation payment that may be required by winning bidder(s).  I have also 
secured €8m for RTE which will allow it to free up the 700MHz spectrum band. 

In addition, I recently signed Regulations allowing ComReg to proceed with an early 2017 
auction of the 3.6GHz radio spectrum band, to provide an 86% increase in total  spectrum avail-
able for mobile and fixed wireless services. 

These initiatives should assist in significantly improving the quality of broadband and mo-
bile phone services across Ireland, putting Ireland to the forefront internationally in terms of 
connectivity.   

08/11/2016WRY01100Inland Fisheries

08/11/2016WRY01200469. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 615 of 5 July 2016, if he will en-
sure that a meeting takes place between an angling club (details supplied) and Inland Fisheries 
Ireland with regard to proposals on trolling on Glen Lough in advance of any decision; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [33664/16]

08/11/2016WRY01300Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment (Deputy Seán Kyne): In relation to proposals for a bye-law addressing the issue of 
angling by trolling on Glen Lake, Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) initiated a public consultation 
process to ensure that all angling clubs and other stakeholders had an opportunity to express 
their views on the proposals.  The public consultation process closed at 5pm on 22 July 2016 
and written submissions were received from stakeholders including the angling club referred 
to by the Deputy.  IFI has already responded to enquiries locally on the matter and confirm that 
local IFI management would be happy to engage with representatives of the club referred to 
if a meeting is requested.  Proposals as regards a bye-law have not yet been submitted to my 
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Department.  

08/11/2016WRY01400Broadband Service Provision

08/11/2016WRY01500470. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to improve broadband service in an area (details supplied) in rural Coun-
ty Meath. [33697/16]

08/11/2016WRY01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed services to every city, 
town, village and individual premises in Ireland.  The Programme for Government commits to 
the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved through a combination 
of commercial investment by the telecommunications sector and through a State intervention 
in those areas where commercial investment has not  been fully demonstrated.  The  formal 
procurement process for the State Intervention commenced in December 2015.  The procure-
ment process aims to identify an entity or entities to build, rollout, operate and deliver high 
speed broadband of at least 30 Megabits per second upload and 6 Megabits per second down-
load speeds to all premises within the intervention area.  The three bidders in the procurement 
process have indicated that they are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-home solution for 
rural Ireland under the National Broadband plan intervention.  Householders and businesses 
may avail of speeds not just of 30 Megabits per second but potentially 1000 Megabits per sec-
ond, with businesses potentially availing of symmetrical upload and download speeds.  This is 
a solution that will endure for 25 years and beyond.

The High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie shows the 
extent of the State Intervention area and provides information on a county by county basis with 
a breakdown of coverage across the townlands in every county including Co Meath.

The maps shows that the townland of Kellystown falls within the AMBER area and will 
therefore be included in the State intervention procurement process.  Individuals can check 
whether their premises is in a BLUE or an AMBER area by scrolling through the map online or 
entering their Eircode.  The Department also has a dedicated mailbox and anyone with a query 
in relation to the Map should email the Department, quoting their Eircode, to broadband@dc-
cae.gov.ie.     

The rollout of services by commercial operators in the BLUE area is being kept under 
constant review by the Department to ensure that all premises can get access to services, either 
through commercial investment or the State intervention. 

Over 750,000 premises are currently within the State intervention area.  This includes over 
31,000 premises in County Meath.

The Department is now in a formal procurement process to select a company or companies 
who will roll-out a new high speed broadband network to over 750,000 premises in Ireland, 
covering 100,000km of road network and 96% of the land area of Ireland. 

My Department continues to liaise closely with industry and relevant other Departments 
and agencies to assist in the commercial deployment of telecommunications networks.  The 
commercial telecommunications sector has invested over €2bn in upgrading and modernising 
networks which support the provision of high speed broadband and mobile telecoms service, 
including parts of Co. Meath.  These investments will further improve the coverage and quality 
of broadband and mobile voice and data services throughout the country. 
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In parallel, and in accordance with commitments in the Programme for Government, Minis-
ter Humphreys is leading on the establishment of two regional action groups to help accelerate 
the broadband network build in rural Ireland, once a contract(s) has been awarded.

In July, I established a Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce with my colleague Minister 
Humphreys to address immediate issues in relation to the quality of mobile phone and broad-
band coverage.  I expect the Taskforce to report by end 2016. 

€15m  has been provided for the NBP in my Departments Estimates for 2017 to provide 
for early stage mobilisation payment that may be required by winning bidder(s).  I have also 
secured €8m for RTE  which will allow it to free up the 700MHz spectrum band. 

In addition, I recently signed Regulations allowing ComReg to proceed with an early 2017 
auction of the 3.6GHz radio spectrum band, to provide an 86% increase in total spectrum avail-
able for mobile and fixed wireless services. 

These initiatives should assist in significantly improving the quality of broadband and mo-
bile phone services across Ireland including County Meath.

08/11/2016WRY01700National Lottery Funding Disbursement

08/11/2016WRY01800471. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if na-
tional lottery funding is available at present through his Department to support the work of 
community groups; if so, if there are specific programmes eligible for grant assistance; the 
details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33280/16]

08/11/2016WRY01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  Details of the total 
Exchequer allocations to the relevant Lottery supported subheads are published in the annual 
Revised Estimates for Public Services.  These programmes are only part-funded by the Lot-
tery with the remaining expenditure coming from general Exchequer funding.  The Revised 
Estimates do not specify the precise amount of National Lottery funding in each individual 
subhead. 

08/11/2016WRY02000Road Safety

08/11/2016WRY02100472. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if fund-
ing has been approved by Transport Infrastructure Ireland for proposed enhanced road safety 
measures and a safety improvement scheme along the N15 Blackburn Bridge road project in 
County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33294/16]

08/11/2016WRY02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As I outlined to the 
Deputy in my reply to Parliamentary Question No. 523 of 21 June 2016, as Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road proj-
ects (such as the N15 Blackburn Bridge scheme in Donegal) is a matter for the Transport Infra-
structure Ireland (formerly known as the NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction 
with Donegal County Council.  Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of 
individual projects is a matter in the first instance for TII in accordance with Section 19 of the 
Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.
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08/11/2016WRY02300Ministerial Correspondence

08/11/2016WRY02400473. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when a reply will issue to correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33345/16]

08/11/2016WRY02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  A final reply to the 
Deputy’s correspondence referred to regarding intelligent speed apparatus and the ACeart 
Group was sent by me on 28 October 2016.

08/11/2016WRY02600Dublin Airport Authority

08/11/2016WRY02700474. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views in 
relation to information (details supplied) compiled from information provided at the DAA’s 
October 2016 nconsultation sessions regarding the new major runway, which shows that more 
sustainable development can take place without lifting the planning conditions. [33353/16]

08/11/2016WRY02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the daa has statutory responsibility to manage, operate and develop Dublin Airport, in-
cluding the North Runway project.  It is my understanding that daa have recently consulted with 
the local community on the ‘Proposal to Change Permitted Operations’ regarding their stated 
intention to seek to change two of the conditions attached to the planning permission for the 
runway.  All of the responses that emerged from this consultation with stakeholders are now be-
ing reviewed and considered in finalising the assessment methodology and content of the EIS.  
This initiative is in addition to daa’s ongoing engagement on mitigation measures, including a 
home sound insulation scheme and a voluntary dwelling purchase scheme, which are required 
as part of the planning permission for Runway North.

Also, on 22 September 2016, I published a policy statement about new arrangements that 
I intend to put in place in relation to determining what operating restrictions are appropriate 
at Dublin Airport.  These arrangements will ensure that the concerns of residents in the area, 
including those raised by the Deputy, are given due consideration.

08/11/2016WRY02900State Airports

08/11/2016WRY03000475. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of aeroplanes that land and take off at Dublin Airport on an average week between the hours 
of 11 p.m. and 7 a.m.; the number of planes that off-load or take on passengers or freight; the 
number of aeroplanes that stop for refuelling only, with a breakdown by each day; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33440/16]

08/11/2016WRY03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy will be 
aware, statutory responsibility for the management and operation of Dublin Airport rests with 
daa.  Matters concerning the number of planes landing and taking off at particular times, day or 
night, and the purpose of their flight, are operational matters for the Company.  Accordingly, I 
have forwarded your query to daa for their attention and direct reply to you. If you do not hear 
from daa within 10 working days, please contact my private office.

08/11/2016WRY03200Sports Organisations
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08/11/2016WRY03300476. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 899 of 27 September 2016, the grounds on which a national governing 
body that did not allow any democratic participation of members could have been recognised as 
a national governing body by Sport Ireland, formerly the Irish Sports Council, under previously 
existing guidelines; and the checks in such circumstances that were performed by his Depart-
ment and Sport Ireland regarding the way public funds given to such a national governing body 
were spent. [33442/16]

08/11/2016WRY03400477. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if it has 
always been the case that an organisation (details supplied) has been required to supply his 
Department with minutes of its AGM that verify that the national governing body in question 
is accountable to its membership with regards to the key affairs of the association. [33443/16]

08/11/2016WRY03500478. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views on 
the fact that, despite a recommendation (details supplied) by the then chairman of the then Joint 
Committee on Arts, Sport, Tourism, Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, the matter is still 
outstanding and has not been resolved, nor has funding been withdrawn from the organisation 
despite a lack of resolution; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33444/16]

08/11/2016WRY03600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 476 to 478, inclusive, together.

Sport Ireland, which is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with responsibility 
for the promotion, development and co-ordination of sport.  This includes responsibility for the 
recognition of sporting organisations as National Governing Bodies of sport (NGBs) and the 
allocation of funding to NGBs.

I have referred the Deputy’s questions to Sport Ireland for direct response.  I would ask the 
Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not received within 10 days.

I am informed by Sport Ireland that the matters raised in the correspondence from the Chair-
man of the Joint Oireachtas Committee to the then Irish Sports Council (now Sport Ireland) 
were addressed in the Council’s reply to the Joint Oireachtas Committee in November 2009.

08/11/2016WRY03700Transport Infrastructure Ireland Expenditure

08/11/2016WRY03800479. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 173 of 26 October 2016, if it is the case, as the response implies, 
that his Department does not have estimates of the amount required to maintain the national 
roads network in a steady state condition each year; his views on whether it is the function of 
his Department, and under its policy remit, to have knowledge of the overall funding require-
ments for the national road network, as implied in the reply; and his further views on whether 
it is worrying that his Department does not have available estimates for the amount which was 
invested in maintaining the national roads network each year from 2008 to 2016, as stated in 
the reply. [33505/16]

08/11/2016WRY03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As Minister I have 
responsibility for road policy and the overall funding framework while TII has operational re-
sponsibility for the national road network under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with 
the local authorities concerned.

As outlined by my predecessor in response to Parliamentary Question No. 695 by Deputy 
Dooley, in line with its policy remit, my Department published the Strategic Framework for 
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Investment in Land Transport (SFILT) in August 2015 and “Background Paper 13: Analysis 
of Steady State Cost of Transport in Ireland”, includes an estimate of the level of expenditure 
required to maintain the current land transport system in its steady state.  The estimate for na-
tional roads in 2015 was €582 million, including €376 million relating to network management, 
maintenance and renewal works. SFILT and related papers are available on the Department’s 
website.

As the agency with operational responsibility for the network, TII has responsibility for the 
detailed allocations of the current and capital budget available to it and as part of that process 
TII undertakes annual condition surveys which feeds into updating its assessment of expendi-
ture needs and priorities.  TII is, therefore, the appropriate body to provide the specific informa-
tion relating to maintenance sought by the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRY04000Driver Licensing Exchange Agreements

08/11/2016WRY04100480. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
US driving licences cannot transfer here in view of the onerous and internationally recognised 
test system employed in the US; the reason those who have been driving for decades in the US 
must complete 12 driving lessons, a theory test and a practical test at considerable expense; the 
reason, in Germany and Finland, this does not occur despite these countries being subject to the 
same EU laws and directives as Ireland; if any exceptions are granted to the current system; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33577/16]

08/11/2016WRY04200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  Irish driver licensing 
law operates within a framework of EU law.  As such, we recognise EU driving licences for 
exchange purposes.  In the case of licences issued outside the EU, Member States may reach 
bilateral agreements on exchange.  Some Member States have agreements with the US but 
many, such as the UK, and Ireland do not. Such bilateral agreements cannot happen simply 
because they are desirable.  Reaching them involves detailed comparison of the two licensing 
systems in order for each side to be sure that they are compatible.  On the Irish side, this task 
is undertaken by the Road Safety Authority (RSA).  The RSA has explored the possibility of 
reaching an agreement on exchange of licences with the USA.  However, driver licensing in 
the US operates at state rather than federal level, and standards vary greatly between the states.  
This means that we would have to reach 50 separate agreements, each of which would have to 
take account of the exchange relations existing between that state and the other 49.  The RSA 
found that this would be administratively onerous.

Where no exchange relationship is possible, we must treat people as learners.  All EU Mem-
ber States require a theory test for learners.  The requirement to conduct 12 lessons before the 
test is a national one, but many other Member States have similar systems, and many have 
other, more restrictive, rules for learners. 

At my Department’s request, the RSA is currently examining the possibility of a shorter 
course of lessons for people from non-exchange countries, and I expect to receive proposals on 
this matter shortly.

08/11/2016WRY04300Departmental Strategy Statements

08/11/2016WRY04400481. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport if his Department has produced a new statement of strategy since May 2016; and if so the 
measures in it to support people with disabilities. [33625/16]
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08/11/2016WRY04500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The 2016-2019 State-
ment of Strategy for my Department has been submitted to me for consideration.  The State-
ment will take account of our commitments in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
including measures to make public transport more accessible.

08/11/2016WRY04600Driver Licences Applications

08/11/2016WRY04700482. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of a learner permit driving licence application for a person (details supplied) in view of a seri-
ous delay which is causing extreme difficulties for this person. [33723/16]

08/11/2016WRY04800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The operation of the 
National Driver Licensing Service is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority, 
and I have no role in individual cases.  I have therefore referred the Question to the Authority 
for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received 
within ten days.

08/11/2016WRY04900Light Rail Projects

08/11/2016WRY05000483. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
proposed tunnel that is part of the Dublin metro north project will be redesigned or if it has been 
eliminated from the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33736/16]

08/11/2016WRY05100484. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
proposed capacity of annual passenger numbers the Dublin metro north tunnel will be capable 
of taking; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33740/16]

08/11/2016WRY05200485. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
European Investment Bank has been approached regarding finance for the Dublin metro north 
project; the duration of funding sought; the cost of the finance; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33741/16]

08/11/2016WRY05300486. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
climate change obligations were factored into the sectorial plan regarding the business case 
attached to the Dublin metro north project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33742/16]

08/11/2016WRY05400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 483 to 486, inclusive, together. 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the implementation 
and development of public transport infrastructure projects in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA), 
including new Metro North.

Funding is provided under the Government’s Capital Plan for planning, design and construc-
tion of new Metro North.  The funding in the initial years of the Capital Plan allows for plan-
ning and design work on the project, with construction then expected to commence in 2021 
with a view to delivering the project by 2026/2027.  The decision to proceed with new Metro 
North followed consideration of the Fingal/North Dublin Transport Study and the NTA’s rec-
ommendations on the study, which identified the light-rail link as the optimum long term public 
transport solution on the Swords/airport/city centre corridor.  The environmental impact of the 
project was considered in the context of the North Dublin Study and will be considered further 
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in the context of the Railway Order application for new Metro North.    

 I understand that over 8 km of the route would run in a tunnel from Griffith Avenue through 
the City Centre in addition to running under Dublin Airport, and this involves reduced tunnel-
ling from the original Metro North project.  It is proposed that the service would operate with 
60-metre light metro vehicles, which offers a design capacity for 9,900 passengers per hour per 
direction, although expandable in future if required.

The NTA and Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) have commenced preparatory work on 
planning and design of new Metro North.  My Department will continue to monitor progress, 
including funding for the project, as the planning and design process evolves.

Discussions in relation to potential funding by the European Investment Bank will be initi-
ated at a later stage when the NTA and TII have further progressed the planning and design 
work for the revised project.

08/11/2016WRZ00150Electric Vehicles

08/11/2016WRZ00200487. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that there is only one low emission electric vehicle com-
mercially available here from the UK which is also wheelchair accessible; his plans to encour-
age the availability and purchase of low emission electric vehicles for taxi purposes in view of 
the fact that his Department’s policy is to provide new taxi licences only for wheelchair acces-
sible vehicles in order to create a more wheelchair accessible taxi fleet; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33764/16]

08/11/2016WRZ00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy may 
know, my Department is in the process of developing the transport sector’s contribution to the 
National Mitigation Plan.  This will include proposals for a range of measures aimed at support-
ing a transition to low carbon technologies.  In addition, last week I launched for public con-
sultation a draft national policy framework on alternative fuels infrastructure for transport.  The 
primary aim of this framework is to remove any barriers that exist towards greater uptake of 
low emissions vehicles or LEVs. The framework reflects the Programme for Partnership Gov-
ernment ‘s commitment to establishing a dedicated LEV taskforce.  It is certainly recognised 
that greater penetration of LEVs in the Irish market would assist Ireland in meeting emissions 
reduction, energy efficiency and air quality targets as well as achieving 10% renewable energy 
in the transport sector by 2020. 

As policy in relation to electric vehicles rests with my colleague, the Minister for Commu-
nications, Climate Action and the Environment, his Department is working closely with mine 
to establish the taskforce in the coming weeks.  It will work to present a range of potential mea-
sures and incentive options to Government for the purpose of accelerating the deployment of 
LEVs, including taxis.  Proposals to  support the uptake of lower emitting public service passen-
ger cars, including wheeelchair accessible taxis, will be considered within its work programme.

08/11/2016WRZ00350Roads Maintenance

08/11/2016WRZ00400488. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
make funding available for urgent essential repairs and upgrading to Ardfinnan Bridge, County 
Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33795/16]
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08/11/2016WRZ00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads in Tipperary (including Ardfinnan Bridge on the R665) 
is the statutory responsibility of Tipperary County Council, in accordance with the provisions 
of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from the Council’s own 
resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of works 
to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.  An application for grant assistance has been 
received from Tipperary County Council in relation to remedial works on Ardfinnan Bridge in 
2017.  This application is under consideration in the context of the overall 2017 grant alloca-
tions and no decision has been made as yet. I expect to announce the grant allocations for 2017 
early next year.

08/11/2016WRZ00550Employment Rights

08/11/2016WRZ00600489. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the manda-
tory retirement age for employees if it is not set out in their contract of employment; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [33427/16]

08/11/2016WRZ00700Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Pat 
Breen): Apart from public sector employees, where certain statutory retirement ages may ap-
ply, there is no statutory retirement age for employees in Irish legislation. A contract of employ-
ment will generally contain a retirement age but this is a matter of contract between the parties.

The upper age limit for bringing claims under the Unfair Dismissals Acts was removed by a 
provision in the Equality Act 2004. It is now the case that a person of any age, when dismissed, 
may take a case under the Unfair Dismissals Acts unless she or he has reached the “normal 
retiring age for employees of the same employer in similar employment”, if one exists. In 
such circumstances, the burden of proof is on the employer to prove the normal retiring age. 
Furthermore, the upper age limit of 66 years for receipt of statutory redundancy payments was 
removed by the Protection of Employment (Exceptional Collective Redundancies and Related 
Matters) Act 2007. 

As the issue that arises around compulsory retirement at a given age is whether this entails 
discrimination on age grounds, the more usual avenue of redress for employees compulsorily 
retired is to take a claim, under the Employment Equality Acts, to the Workplace Relations 
Commission. Responsibility for employment equality legislation rests with the Minister for 
Justice and Equality. 

The Deputy may be aware that an Inter-Departmental Group (IDG), chaired by the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER), was established by the Government earlier 
this year to consider policy around retirement age in both the public and private sectors. The 
IDG concluded its work during the summer and the Group’s report was published in August by 
the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. The IDG made a number of recommendations, 
one of which related to my specific area of responsibility. On foot of that recommendation I 
wrote to the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) to request them to prepare a Code of 
Practice under Section 42 of the Industrial Relations Act, 1990 around the issue of longer work-
ing, which should set out best industrial relations practice in managing the engagement between 
employers and employees in the run up to retirement, including requests to work beyond what 
would be considered the normal retirement age in the employment concerned.

08/11/2016WRZ00750Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement
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08/11/2016WRZ00800490. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the impli-
cations of the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement for to the judicial systems of 
member states; if this agreement will need to be put to the people in a referendum; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [33671/16]

08/11/2016WRZ00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
legal advice received by the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation confirms the Invest-
ment Court System model contained in the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement 
(CETA), which will effectively be a dispute resolution process, would not give rise to Consti-
tutional implications.

It is important to recall that any such “court” or tribunal would arbitrate claims for damages 
or injury due to unfair or discriminatory treatment of a firm from one country by the actions 
of a Government of another.  There is no question of such a tribunal overruling Irish courts or 
overturning any legislation passed by the Oireachtas.  I am not in a position to comment on the 
judicial systems of other Member States.

08/11/2016WRZ00950Tax Code

08/11/2016WRZ01000491. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
her attention has been drawn to the unfair situation whereby self employed persons are unable 
to avail of trans-border workers relief; her proposals to address this unequal situation; if she 
has discussed this matter with the Minister for Finance; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [33314/16]

08/11/2016WRZ01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): I 
am informed by Revenue that Section 825A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (TCA) (as 
inserted by section 13 Finance Act 1998), which provides relief for trans-border workers, is 
confined only to employees holding certain employments outside the State. The scheme was 
originally introduced in response to concerns raised by cross border workers concerning the tax 
position of employees resident in the State and employed in Northern Ireland.

The purpose of section 825A TCA is to give relief to those workers who commute to a place 
of work outside the State and who exercise the duties of their employment wholly outside the 
State.  The relief therefore is not easily aligned in a self-employed context as many elements of 
a self-employed business of an Irish resident would most likely be carried on from within the 
State. This could include for example, planning and organisation of activities and jobs, as well 
as various other ancillary and administrative functions. Therefore, unlike a foreign employment 
which is a clear, discrete activity carried on in wholly in another jurisdiction, self-employment 
assignments are much less defined and could present control issues. It should be noted of course 
that the employees of a self-employed contractor would be eligible for the relief.

In addition, an extension of the relief to the self-employed would likely provide an incentive 
for businesses to relocate north of the border in circumstances where the Irish income tax rates 
compared unfavourably with the prevailing UK rates. 

Finally, self-employed individuals have the option to incorporate and benefit from lower 
corporate tax rates whereas employees have no such option. One of the reasons for introducing 
the relief for cross-border employees was to shield their exposure to the higher rates of Irish 
income tax. There are no such exposures for a self-employed individual who incorporates his/
her sole trade.

The Minister for Finance is aware of this position.
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08/11/2016WRZ01150Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement

08/11/2016WRZ01200492. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
her views on the reports to the Human Rights Council and General Assembly by a UN indepen-
dent expert warning that the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement is incompatible 
with the rule of law, democracy and human rights and gives undue power to corporations at 
the expense of national governments and human rights; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [33383/16]

08/11/2016WRZ01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
Comprehensive Economic Trade Agreement (CETA) is a high standard trade agreement which 
safeguards and promotes the EU’s norms and values.

It is important to note that Independent Experts are part of what is known as the Special 
Procedures of the Human Rights Council.  Special Procedures’ experts work on a voluntary 
basis and are not U.N. staff and serve in their individual capacity, as such their views are not 
the views of the U.N. 

As the Deputy will be aware the provisions in CETA relating to investment protection and 
investment dispute resolution will be excluded from provisional application.  

In addition, to meet the political concerns of certain Member States, the European Commis-
sion and Canada have agreed a Joint Interpretative Instrument to provide further assurances in 
relation to public services, labour rights and environmental standards and investment.  

Accordingly, the Government supported provisional application as we are keen to see Irish 
firms enjoy tariff free benefits and new business opportunities as soon as possible.

08/11/2016WRZ01350Commercial Property

08/11/2016WRZ01400493. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the driving factors her Department has identified in the increases with regard to commercial of-
fice rents in Dublin; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33409/16]

08/11/2016WRZ01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
growth in demand for office accommodation is due in part to our continued success in attracting 
new foreign direct investment and the recovery in the economy more generally.  The increasing 
demand as the economy returns to growth is having an impact on commercial offices rents in 
Dublin. Commercial rents for office space have increased since the end of 2012, following a 
period when office rents in Dublin almost halved over the period 2008-2012 post the property 
crash.

The availability of cost effective and flexible property solutions continues to play a key 
role in supporting enterprise growth and expansion and the attraction of new investment into 
Ireland. ESRI research undertaken in 2015 shows the high level of demand for commercial 
property amongst FDI firms - 70 per cent of the take-up of such office space in Dublin in 2015 
was by new and existing FDI.

The construction of new office space has turned around quickly over the last three years, 
from a situation where as the ESRI noted that Dublin was the only European capital where there 
was no office space construction between 2011 and 2013, there is now an estimated 3.1 million 
sq. ft. currently under construction of which 82 percent is in the city centre. Large scale devel-
opments are underway in Burlington Road, Molesworth Street and St Stephens Green, as well 
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as in the South Docklands and the IFSC. This significant increase in office development activity 
should contribute to meeting demand into the future. 

IDA Ireland, an agency of my Department, has valuable insights into the technical and com-
mercial requirements of FDI spanning sectors and activities.   IDA is in continuous dialogue 
with key stakeholders in the property market to ensure that the required competitive property 
solutions are available in the short and medium term.

08/11/2016WRZ01550Commercial Rent Reviews

08/11/2016WRZ01600494. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
her Department has conducted a review of demand for prime office space in Dublin city centre; 
if this study has been conducted, the projections of future annual demand in tabular form; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [33410/16]

08/11/2016WRZ01700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
availability of cost effective and flexible property solutions continues to play a key role in sup-
porting the delivery of FDI into Ireland. The agencies of my Department, in particular IDA 
Ireland, are in continuous dialogue with key stakeholders in the property market to ensure that 
the required competitive property solutions are available in the short and medium term. IDA 
has valuable insights into the technical and commercial requirements of FDI spanning sectors 
and activities.

My Department has not conducted a review of demand for office space in Dublin as there 
are a number of sources of up-to-date information relating to supply and demand of prime of-
fice space in Dublin city centre. Recent analysis indicates strong take up of office space for 
2015 equating to 2.9 million square feet. This level of take-up is comparable to peak levels. 
Research by JLL indicates that vacancy rates are relatively low at 3.7 percent in the city centre 
although they are higher in the wider Dublin area at 12 percent. There has been an increase in 
construction activity with an estimated 3.1 million sq ft currently under construction of which 
82 percent is in the city centre. An estimated 32 percent of property under-construction for 
Dublin is pre-let. 

Notable developments currently underway include: Vertium, a new 172,000 sq. ft. office 
building on Burlington Road– due for completion in April 2017; No.32 and No.40 Molesworth 
Street are two of 4 new developments currently under construction on the street and the first of 
these, No.32 is due for completion in October 2016; Irish Life is expected to commence con-
struction of a new building at Nos.69-71 St Stephens Green before year end.

In the South Docklands, Park Developments and Target Investment Opportunities are on-
site or imminently going on site with two prime buildings due for completion in late 2017/early 
2018. IPUT and Cosgrave are also on-site with The Exchange in the IFSC, the only new office 
development to LEED Gold standard that is west of the CCD within the IFSC.

IDA Ireland also holds a property portfolio for the purposes of promoting industrial devel-
opment throughout Ireland.  These property solutions service both IDA Ireland and Enterprise 
Ireland client companies.  This portfolio is dynamic and changes over time based on changing 
industry needs.

08/11/2016WRZ01750Brexit Issues
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08/11/2016WRZ01800495. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the actions that have been taken to address the falling value in sterling in her Department; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [33411/16]

08/11/2016WRZ01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): 
There is a whole of Government approach in place focusing on Brexit issues, and my Depart-
ment and I, together with the Agencies under my remit, are to the forefront of this effort.

Any changes in the UK’s relationship with the EU will present both challenges and oppor-
tunities for the Irish economy, and I am particularly aware of the challenges for the Irish SMEs, 
in regard to current Euro/Sterling currency fluctuations.  

As Minister, I have responsibility for supporting Irish firms, especially our SMEs, across 
the whole of the economy. That is why I am making sure that I am in possession of all the detail 
of how Brexit impacts on each and every sector and company type – be they micro, small, me-
dium, or even larger companies in some instances - before I finalise my proposals or make any 
announcements about specific measures.

As part of Budget 2017, I secured the largest capital provision made to my Department over 
the past fifteen years. This extra funding will be used to fund additional measures to support 
companies impacted by Brexit, as well as new competitive funds for the Regions focused on 
job creation.

I also secured additional monies, as part of Budget 2017 which will provide for 50+ new 
posts for the Department and its agencies to respond to Brexit and to work with companies to 
help them respond to the challenges and opportunities they now face. 

In addition, my Officials have also engaged with the European Commission to gain clarifi-
cation on, and a full understanding of, the scope of EU State Aid rules.  The Commission is also 
aware from our contacts with them that Ireland, above all Member States, stands to be uniquely 
impacted by Brexit.  

In order to build further on the foregoing, my Department is currently scoping out vari-
ous possible responses to the short term currency challenge and I expect to be in a position to 
announce more detail, based on actual company needs, shortly.  Any new initiative must be 
tailored, targeted and evidence-based in order for our SMEs to receive the maximum support 
possible, and in the sectors most needed.

08/11/2016WRZ01950Consumer Protection

08/11/2016WRZ02000496. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of cases involving price collusion that the Competition and Consumer Protection Com-
mission, as well as its predecessor the Competition Authority, have prosecuted since its estab-
lishment; the number of these cases that resulted in a successful prosecution for price collusion; 
and the sectors and industries in which the alleged price collusion took place. [33426/16]

08/11/2016WRZ02100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
Competition and Consumer Protection Commission (CCPC) is the statutory body responsible 
for the enforcement of domestic and EU competition and consumer law in the State. Section 9 
(5) of the Competition and Consumer Protection Act 2014 provides that the CCPC is indepen-
dent in the performance of its functions, including carrying out investigations of alleged anti-
competitive practices. As investigations and enforcement matters generally are part of the day-
to-day operational work of the CCPC, I, as Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation have no 



8 November 2016

339

direct function in the matter.   It is important to note that while the CCPC has responsibility to 
investigate alleged cartels, it is the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP) who decides whether 
to prosecute, and any resulting sanctions are imposed by the courts. Due to the inherently secret 
nature of cartels and the evidential threshold of “beyond reasonable doubt” for criminal cases, 
cartel investigations, like any other form of white-collar crime, are resource intensive and usu-
ally of long duration.

I have been advised by the CCPC that up until July 2016, the DPP secured 33 convictions 
for cartel offences on indictment; 17 of those convictions were against individuals and 16 were 
against undertakings. 

These resulted in fines of €629,000 being imposed (with €316,000 of this being imposed on 
individuals).  Nine persons have been given custodial sentences totalling 11 years.  Custodial 
sentences have ranged from three months to two years.  In all cases the custodial sentences were 
suspended.  One person was jailed for non-payment of the imposed fine.

In addition to the above, the DPP took two criminal prosecutions which resulted in acquit-
tals, and one file was referred to the DPP who decided that there was insufficient evidence to 
launch a prosecution. 

In summary the DPP prosecuted 50 alleged cartelists and secured 33 convictions on indict-
ment. 

The sectors and industries in which the alleged price collusion took place were:

-home heating oil

-cars

-domestic waste collection

-railway vegetation clearance

If the Deputy is aware of any alleged cartel activity that is taking place (be it price-fixing, 
market-sharing or bid-rigging), or knows of potential whistle blowers or immunity applicants I 
would urge him to forward specific details to the CCPC for their attention and possible further 
investigation.

08/11/2016WRZ02150Economic Competitiveness

08/11/2016WRZ02200497. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
she has raised concerns regarding Ireland’s competitiveness with the National Competitiveness 
Council due to currency fluctuations and or collapse (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [33465/16]

08/11/2016WRZ02300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
National Competitiveness Council (NCC) reports to Government on competitiveness issues 
facing the Irish economy.  I met with the chairman, Professor Peter Clinch on 5 July to discuss 
Ireland’s competitiveness performance. I subsequently brought the Council’s Competitiveness 
Scorecard report to the Cabinet Committee for Economy, Trade and Jobs and to Government 
for consideration prior to publication.  I set out how improved competitiveness has been a 
key part of the upturn and how Brexit means competitiveness is more important than ever for 
growth and jobs. All of the countries with whom we trade and compete with for FDI and export 
share are improving their performance. We cannot stand still.   Recommendations to enhance 
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Ireland’s competitiveness particularly in light of Brexit will be included in the Council’s Com-
petitiveness Challenge report which will be submitted to me later this year.

Favourable exchange rates vis-à-vis our main trading partners makes firms based in Ireland 
more cost competitive and allows them to trade more effectively in international markets. The 
value of the Euro against Sterling is critical for Irish exporters, particularly SMEs and employ-
ment intensive sectors such as the agri-food sector which are very dependent on strong trading 
activity with the UK. The value of Sterling weakened in the run up to the Referendum in the UK 
and has declined further in light of the UK’s decision to leave the EU.

Ireland’s exposure to currency fluctuations – arising from our high level of trade outside 
the Euro area, particularly with the UK– reinforces the need to maintain focus on domestically 
influenced aspects of competitiveness. Exporting firms need to ensure that appropriate currency 
risk strategies are in place and a sustainable cost base is maintained.   From the perspective of 
the firm, companies should also seek financial advice relating to hedging and managing risks.

While Irish policy makers cannot influence exchange rates, since the announcement of the 
vote of the UK to leave the EU, I have been in regular contact with key agencies, in particular 
Enterprise Ireland to address the impact of Brexit and exchange rate volatility on enterprise. 
Enterprise Ireland has put together a range of supports to clients impacted by Brexit. Key mea-
sures include market diversification plans, enhanced UK market supports, management and 
competitiveness supports.   

As part of the Budget 2017, I secured additional resources for our enterprise agencies to 
put more people on the ground in foreign markets to attract investment and to help Irish busi-
ness who export to the UK and helping others diversify into new markets. I have asked that 
Enterprise Ireland intensify its work with clients exporting to the UK by providing support to 
improve their competitiveness in the market through its management capability and develop-
ment programmes such as LEAN.

08/11/2016WRZ02350Brexit Issues

08/11/2016WRZ02400498. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
the National Competitiveness Council has undertaken an analysis of the potential impact a full 
Brexit will have on Ireland; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33498/16]

08/11/2016WRZ02500499. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
she has requested the National Competitiveness Council to prepare an analysis of the potential 
impact of a full Brexit on Ireland; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33499/16]

08/11/2016WRZ02600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 498 and 499 together. 

The economic and political implications and timing of Brexit – and indeed the institutional 
arrangements between the UK and EU, and between Ireland and the UK remain unclear at this 
juncture. Notwithstanding this considerable uncertainty, the immediate implications for Ireland 
of the UK leaving the EU are being addressed by Government. While there is a lack of clarity as 
to how the negotiation process will proceed, the UK will remain an attractive market for many 
Irish companies, with a population of over 65 million people.

As a small, open, trade-dependent economy exchange rates, in particular, have a significant 
impact on Ireland’s national competitiveness. The importance of exchange rate fluctuations was 
raised earlier this year by the National Competitiveness Council in a Competitiveness Bulletin, 



8 November 2016

341

published in April.

This Bulletin noted that volatility in exchange rates always presents challenges. The current 
situation of a weakened Sterling rate means that Irish exports are now relatively more expensive 
in the EU, while conversely, imports from the UK are cheaper. This naturally, presents particu-
lar challenges to Irish firms exporting to the UK. 

The present exchange rate volatility highlights the importance of focusing on a wide spec-
trum of competitiveness policies – in particular policies to enhance competition and productiv-
ity. A competitive, sustainable, cost base can help to create a virtuous circle between inflation, 
wage expectations and productivity, and can provide a buffer against such exchange rate fluc-
tuations and other uncontrollable, external factors.

In July of this year, the National Competitiveness Council published its annual Competitive-
ness Scorecard  benchmarking report which provides an in-depth assessment of all aspects of 
Ireland’s international competitiveness performance. As well as highlighting Ireland’s strong 
overall competitiveness, this year’s report highlighted a range of competitiveness implications 
arising from Brexit – slower growth in the UK, the realignment of the deep inter-linkages be-
tween Ireland and the UK in terms of physical , economic and regulatory systems, both on and 
off the island, together with exchange rate fluctuations. 

The Council also noted that Brexit brings into sharp focus the need for Irish based enterprise 
to step-up their own productivity and innovation performance to compete in international mar-
kets and for Ireland’s policy system to be agile in responding to the competitiveness challenges 
and opportunities of the UK outside the EU.

The analysis contained in the Scorecard report is informing the development of the Coun-
cil’s annual policy report Ireland’s Competitiveness Challenge 2016   which will shortly be 
submitted to Government for consideration. I understand that this report will include a chapter 
specifically dealing with the competitiveness implications of Brexit. 

Furthermore, having met with the Chair of the Council earlier this year, and in light of the 
significant competitiveness impacts of Brexit, the National Competitiveness Council are under-
taking a specific benchmarking exercise to fully understand Ireland’s strengths and weaknesses 
in the wake of the UK’s decision to leave the European Union.

Much like the NCC’s Competitiveness Scorecard report, this study will provide a com-
prehensive statistical assessment of Ireland’s competitiveness performance across a range of 
competitiveness metrics against both the UK and Northern Ireland (where data is available), 
and will highlight areas where policy attention should be focussed to enhance Ireland’s com-
petitiveness. I expect that this report will be completed by the end of Q1 2017.

08/11/2016WRZ02650IDA Portfolio

08/11/2016WRZ02700500. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the inter-
action both the IDA and Enterprise Ireland have had in acquiring a building (details supplied) 
in Mullingar, County Westmeath; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33585/16]

08/11/2016WRZ02800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
property mentioned is not under the ownership of IDA Ireland. The Agency is aware, however, 
of its availability and has engaged with its owners about marketing the facility as suitable for 
potential FDI investors. The property has also been included on the IDA’s database of available 
office and manufacturing properties in Co. Westmeath.
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While Enterprise Ireland does not purchase property for its clients, it is working with rel-
evant enterprise development partners regarding the future of the building concerned.

Both Agencies are available to show the property to future potential clients who may require 
premises for investment in the area.

08/11/2016WRZ02850Joint Labour Committees

08/11/2016WRZ02900501. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation her 
views on whether the increased hourly rate to €10.05 for cleaning staff will affect the viability 
of small cleaning companies; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33603/16]

08/11/2016WRZ03000Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Pat 
Breen): The Deputy will be aware that I signed the Employment Regulation (Amendment) 
Order (Contract Cleaning Joint Labour Committee) 2016 on October 27th last.  (www.djei.ie/
en/Legislation/SI-No-548-of-2016.html).  The making of the Order follows a public consulta-
tion on draft proposals that were developed by the Contract Cleaning Joint Labour Committee 
for an amended Employment Regulation Order for the Sector.  This process was undertaken in 
August of this year when notice of making of the proposals was advertised in national newspa-
pers on 18th August. That notice invited observations on the proposals to be submitted by 16th   
September. Copies of the draft proposals were available from the Joint Labour Committees 
Secretariat and were also uploaded on the Workplace Relations Commission website.  

The Joint Labour Committee for the Sector, made up of representatives of the main unions 
and employers in the sector, considered submissions made and submitted their final proposals 
for pay and other terms to apply to workers in the Sector, to the Labour Court for consideration. 
Amongst other things, the JLC must have regard to the legitimate financial and commercial 
interests of the employers in the sector in question. In this instance the Labour Court adopted 
the proposals and sent them to me. Being satisfied that the provisions of the Industrial Relations 
(Amendment) Act 2012 were complied with, I signed the Order to effect the proposals. 

If enterprises that are covered by Employment Regulation Orders are experiencing severe 
financial difficulties they may apply to the Labour Court for an exemption from their obligation 
to pay the rates provided for in the Orders for a specified period of time. The criteria relating to 
such exemptions is provided for in the Industrial Relations (Amendment) Act 2012. (www.djei.
ie/en/Legislation/Legislation-Files/Act32of2012.pdf)

08/11/2016WRZ03050Workplace Relations Services Provision

08/11/2016WRZ03100502. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if her 
attention has been drawn to the widespread inconvenience caused to persons from counties 
Cavan and Monaghan who have hearings before the Workplace Relations Commission which 
are now held in County Sligo and were previously held in centres in both counties Cavan and 
Monaghan; if her attention has further been drawn to the fact that these hearings commence 
early in the morning and it is not possible to avail of public transport from areas such as Cavan 
and Monaghan to reach Sligo by 10.00 a.m.; if hearings will be held in future at local level as 
existed previously; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33612/16]

08/11/2016WRZ03200Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Pat 
Breen): With effect from 1st October 2015, the activities of the Labour Relations Commission, 
the National Employment Rights Authority, the Equality Tribunal and the first instance func-
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tions of the Employment Appeals Tribunal and the Labour Court were merged into a new Body 
of First Instance, known as the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC).  From 1st October 
2015, all complaints fall to be referred to the WRC in the first instance, and on appeal, to the 
Labour Court.

The WRC’s core services include the provision of early resolution, mediation, conciliation, 
facilitation and advisory services, adjudication on employment and equality complaints, the 
monitoring of employment conditions to ensure the compliance and enforcement of employ-
ment rights legislation, the provision of information, and the processing of employment agency 
and protection of young persons (employment) licences. 

The WRC is independent in the exercise of its quasi-judicial function and I have no direct 
involvement in its day to day operations.

I am informed that the WRC is working in conjunction with the Office of Public Works 
to identify offices/venues for possible use as hearing venues. The WRC is currently using the 
WRC Offices in Sligo as a venue following some investment in a hearing room. 

The use of the Sligo WRC office as a hearing venue for Cavan/Monaghan cases may change 
in the context of developments across the regional WRC structure and having regard to other 
related factors such as case volume in different regions, development costs, adjudicator loca-
tion, and transport links. A consolidation of the number of hearing venues across the country is 
an important part of the overall reform agenda. 

I understand from the WRC that the regional venues for hearings are not set in stone and the 
venues will be reviewed in light of developments as the new structures continue to bed down.

08/11/2016WRZ03250Company Closures

08/11/2016WRZ03300503. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if she 
will meet a deputation from Monaghan County Council on the urgent need to find a replace-
ment industry following the closure of a company (details supplied) in Carrickmacross, County 
Monaghan; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33613/16]

08/11/2016WRZ03400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): I 
would welcome the opportunity to meet with a delegation from Monaghan County Council 
in relation to the former BOSE factory at Carrickmacross. My office will follow up with the 
County Council to arrange a suitable date.

I am informed by IDA Ireland that the Agency has had frequent engagement with Monaghan 
County Council and District Councils with regard to the Bose facility. More broadly, IDA Ire-
land has engaged directly with the executive and elected members of the Councils to discuss 
how Monaghan can best position itself to attract more foreign direct investment.

08/11/2016WRAA00200Departmental Strategy Statements

08/11/2016WRAA00300504. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation if her Department has produced a new statement of strategy since May 2016; and if 
so, the measures in it to support persons with disabilities. [33632/16]

08/11/2016WRAA00400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): My 
Department is currently finalising its Statement of Strategy 2016–2019 and I expect that a final 
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draft will be submitted shortly to Government for information. The Statement of Strategy will 
then be laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas, in accordance with Section 5(2) of the PSMA, 
1997 and will be published thereafter.

My Department does not have a direct role on the formulation of policy on the provision 
of employment or other supports for people with disabilities.  Its mission is to encourage the 
creation of high quality and sustainable full employment by championing enterprise across gov-
ernment, supporting a competitive enterprise base, and promoting fair and competitive markets.

In pursuing these objectives, DJEI provides a range of supports which are delivered through 
the Department and its Agencies and are available to all persons, including people with disabili-
ties, who satisfy the general criteria for the programmes or schemes in question.

In our Statement of Strategy 2016 – 2019 my Department, in line with our obligations under 
the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission Act, 2014, affirms our commitment to proof-
ing our policies, procedures and services across our business areas to ensure we comply with 
our requirements in the area of human rights and equality.  

08/11/2016WRAA00500Small and Medium Enterprises Supports

08/11/2016WRAA00600505. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation further 
to Questions Nos. 807 of 12 July 2016 and 1,903 of 16 September 2016, her plans to assist small 
and medium enterprises that are totally or very heavily dependent on the Northern Irish and 
British markets for exports, in view of the weakening of the value of sterling; if her attention 
has been drawn to such companies which are experiencing difficulties; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [33646/16]

08/11/2016WRAA00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): 
There is a whole of Government approach in place focusing on Brexit issues, and my Depart-
ment and I, together with the Agencies under my remit, are to the forefront of this effort.  

Any changes in the UK’s relationship with the EU will present both challenges and oppor-
tunities for the Irish economy, and I am fully aware of the challenges for the Irish SME sector 
in regard to current Euro/Sterling currency fluctuations.  

As part of Budget 2017, I secured the largest capital provision made to my Department over 
the past fifteen years. This extra funding will be used to fund additional measures to support 
companies impacted by Brexit, as well as new competitive funds for the Regions focused on 
job creation.

I also secured additional monies, as part of Budget 2017 which will provide for 50+ new 
posts for the Department and its agencies to respond to Brexit and to work with companies to 
help them respond to the challenges and opportunities they now face. 

In terms of FDI, IDA Ireland is constantly engaged with clients across its entire portfolio 
and, in the months leading up to the UK referendum, it engaged with clients and prospective 
clients in relation to the potential impact of BREXIT.  IDA Ireland believes there are potential 
FDI opportunities for Ireland as a result of the UK vote to leave the EU. These opportunities 
are likely to be found along differing timelines, partially influenced by sector. I am confident 
that Ireland is well positioned to maximise any opportunities that Brexit may present from an 
FDI perspective.

From a strategic perspective Enterprise Ireland is assisting companies to maintain and grow 
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UK exports and extend their international reach, as well as helping companies to enhance their 
competitiveness. The Local Enterprise Offices are also working closely with those clients likely 
to be impacted by Brexit.

As Minister, I have responsibility for supporting Irish firms, especially our SMEs, across 
the whole of the economy. That is why I am making sure that I am in possession of all the detail 
of how Brexit impacts on each and every sector and company type – be they micro, small, me-
dium, or even larger companies in some instances - before I finalise my proposals or make any 
announcements about specific measures.

My Officials have also engaged with the European Commission to gain clarification on, and 
a full understanding of, the scope of EU State Aid rules.  The Commission is also aware from 
our contacts with them that Ireland, above all Member States, stands to be uniquely impacted 
by Brexit.

In order to build further on the foregoing, my Department is currently scoping out vari-
ous possible responses to the short term currency challenge and I expect to be in a position to 
announce more detail, based on actual company needs, shortly.  Any new initiative must be 
tailored, targeted and evidence-based in order for our SMEs to receive the maximum support 
possible, and in the sectors most needed.

08/11/2016WRAA00800Trade Promotion

08/11/2016WRAA00900506. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of trade promotion visits organised by agencies under the remit of her Department, 
such as Enterprise Ireland and IDA Ireland, which had representation from Northern Ireland on 
such missions for each of the years 2010 to 2015, inclusive; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [33694/16]

08/11/2016WRAA01000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): 
Both agencies under the aegis of my Department, Enterprise Ireland (EI) and IDA Ireland, en-
gage with relevant bodies in Northern Ireland to pursue areas of mutual advantage. Developing 
all-island initiatives and cooperation can, in certain circumstances, better build our competitive 
advantage internationally.  

In the period 2010 to 2015, Enterprise Ireland had representation from Northern Ireland on 
12 trade promotion visits while IDA involved companies from Northern Ireland on 3 occasions.

Extensive links have been forged by EI with various agencies and bodies in Northern Ire-
land. In particular there is close co-operation between Invest Northern Ireland (INI) and EI. A 
Memorandum of Understanding is in place between EI and INI to enable clients of both agen-
cies to access market services, trade missions/fairs, seminars and to provide INI clients with 
access to EI management development programmes such as Leadership 4 Growth and the Inter-
national Selling Programme.  There is also close collaboration between EI, INI and InterTrade 
Ireland (ITI) on the specific Cross Border programmes which are run by the latter body, in order 
to ensure effective operation and non-duplication. 

Enterprise Ireland, IDA and Invest Northern Ireland cooperated in relation to a Trade Mis-
sion to Singapore in December 2013 which was specifically targeted at companies from both 
jurisdictions who are active in the aerospace sector.

In 2015 and 2016 IDA Ireland in co-operation with EI, Department of Foreign Affairs and 
INI hosted a dinner in the Irish Embassy in London to coincide with the Irish Aviation Purchas-
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ing and Management Exhibition.

08/11/2016WRAA01100Workplace Safety

08/11/2016WRAA01200507. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
regulations in place for fitness studios to open up; and if any qualifications and standards must 
be met. [33857/16]

08/11/2016WRAA01300Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Pat 
Breen): Insofar as the question raises standards that must be met and come under the remit of 
my Department, employment rights and occupational health and safety of individuals working 
in the sector, are regulated. 

Ireland has a comprehensive body of employment, equality and industrial relations legisla-
tion, in respect of which the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) is mandated to secure 
compliance.  Ireland’s employment rights legislation protects all employees who are legally 
employed on an employer-employee basis.  

Additionally, as regards occupational health and safety legislation, the Safety, Health and 
Welfare at Work Act 2005 requires employers to ensure that working conditions are such as will 
protect the safety, health and welfare at work of employees.  It also requires employers to man-
age their business in such a way as to ensure, so far as is reasonably practicable, that individuals 
at the place of work who are not employees, are not exposed to risks to their safety, health or 
welfare. In reference to any activity or sector, the 2005 Act only applies where there is a work 
activity or likely to be one carried out in the near future. 

Any persons with questions or complaints regarding their rights under employment legis-
lation should contact the Workplace Relations Customer Service section of the WRC, which 
provides general information in relation to the rights and obligations under the relevant legisla-
tion.  It can be contacted at Lo-call: 1890 808090.  The WRC website www.workplacerelations.
ie also provides extensive information on employment right.

The Health and Safety Authority’s Workplace Contact Unit (WCU) is a helpdesk resource 
for employers, employees and members of the public.  The WCU is the primary point of con-
tact for a range of topics including obtaining health and safety information; complaints relating 
to workplaces; notification of accidents at work etc. The WCU can be contacted by a variety 
of means, email wcu@hsa.ie, telephone LoCall: 1890 289 389 (Monday to Friday, 9:00am to 
12:30pm) or fax 01 614 7125.

08/11/2016WRAA01400Child Care Services

08/11/2016WRAA01500508. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the con-
sultation on the new affordable child care scheme will include consideration of supports for 
alternative child care choices, including in respect of those parents raising children at home. 
[33831/16]

08/11/2016WRAA01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): On 28th Oc-
tober, I launched a public consultation on the new Affordable Childcare Scheme for Ireland.  
The consultation is focused on the details of the new scheme, as set out in the published policy 
paper, and is intended to inform the further refinement of the scheme in advance of its imple-
mentation in September 2017.
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I am very much open to hearing views about supports for parents raising children at home, 
but I also want to ensure that the measures I announced recently are implemented with the 
needs of children and their parents to the fore. The Affordable Childcare Scheme responds to 
a specific need to increase the affordability, quality and supply of early years and school-age 
care and education services in Ireland.  It also reflects a core recommendation of the 2015 
Inter-Departmental Group on Future Investment in Childcare in Ireland to replace the existing 
targeted childcare schemes, which are administratively complex and inadequate in terms of ac-
cessibility, with a single, streamlined and more user-friendly scheme.

It is important to recognise that the Affordable Childcare Scheme is only one element of 
a broader set of commitments and supports aimed at parents and children.  The provision of 
improved services for centre-based care is very important, but I will not lose sight of the needs 
of children who do not attend them. In this regard, Better Outcomes Brighter Futures: The 
National Policy Framework for Children and Young People contains a commitment to produce 
Ireland’s first-ever National Early Years Strategy.  The intention is to deliver a cross-cutting 
strategy which will take a joined-up, whole of Government approach to the issue of supporting 
children and their families during the early years (0-6 years). The drafting of the National Early 
Years Strategy is very advanced and I intend to host an Open Policy Debate on the strategy 
before the end of the year with a view to publication shortly thereafter.

I believe that we need to develop the quality, affordability and accessibility of centre-based 
care, and that achieving this does not affect the supports that we can offer parents who opt for 
other forms of care for their children.

08/11/2016WRAA01700National Lottery Funding Disbursement

08/11/2016WRAA01800509. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if National 
Lottery funding is available at present through her Department to support the work of commu-
nity groups; if so, if there are specific programmes eligible for grant assistance; the details of 
same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33267/16]

08/11/2016WRAA01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
is not administering a National Lottery Scheme in 2016. While a National Lottery Grant scheme 
was administered by my Department in 2014, it did not prove possible to allocate funding to ad-
minister a National Lottery Grant Scheme in 2015 or 2016 due to the many competing demands 
facing the Department’s Vote in those years, and the overall budgetary envelope available.

08/11/2016WRAA02000Early Childhood Care and Education

08/11/2016WRAA02100510. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will re-
view a case (details supplied) with regard to an application for higher capitation; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [33312/16]

08/11/2016WRAA02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In order to re-
ceive the Higher Capitation Rate, under the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Pro-
gramme, the service provider must submit an application on an annual basis.  For a childcare 
room/session to be approved for the ECCE Higher Capitation Rate the following criteria ap-
plies:

-  Pre-school leaders must satisfy the minimum qualification requirements as approved on 
the published list of my Department’s Early Years Recognised Qualifications and have at least 
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three years’ experience working in the early years sector

-  Pre-school assistants must have a minimum qualification of Level 5 or equivalent in a 
recognised Early Years Qualification 

-  The appropriate qualified staff should be present for each ECCE session applying for 
Higher Capitation in accordance with the ECCE child:staff ratio requirement. 

It is my understanding that an administrative error occurred while the application from the 
service in question was being processed. The nominated person from this service was incor-
rectly deemed to be a Higher Capitation room leader. Upon noticing this error, officials from my 
Department corrected it and informed the service provider. Officials have reviewed the relevant 
qualifications, as sent in by the service provider, and have advised that they do not meet the 
minimum requirements for Higher Capitation. 

If a provider feels that their qualifications meet the required criteria there is a mechanism to 
submit their full qualifications portfolio to the Department to have them individually assessed. 
The full qualifications portfolio should be submitted along with the relevant application form 
to the qualifications recognition section in the Early Years Policies and Programmes Unit in my 
Department. My Department cannot make a decision regarding higher capitation payment until 
such a provider submits their qualifications portfolio to be assessed, and the outcome of this as-
sessment is known, or the qualification is on the DCYA Early Years Recognised Qualifications 
list.  Further information on this is available at http://www.dcya.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?fn=%2Fd
ocuments%2Fchildcare%2Fqualifications.htm&mn=chim&nID=11.

In relation to Nursing Degrees my Department has published the following information:

“This qualification is accepted as meeting the minimum Regulatory requirements to work in 
early years. Award certificates dated 2015 or earlier, will be accepted for ECCE room Leader. 
Award certificates dated from 2016 will require additional qualifications in Early Education to 
be accepted as room leader. NB this qualification does not meet the Higher Cap requirement.”

For transparency the Published list of DCYA Early Years Recognised Qualifications can be 
downloaded from http://www.dcya.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?fn=%2Fdocuments%2Fchildcare%2Fq
ualifications.htm&mn=chim&nID=11.

08/11/2016WRAA02300Child Care Services Provision

08/11/2016WRAA02400511. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views 
on whether the State should not adopt or support a preferential view with respect to the care of 
children in their early years, specifically on whether the State should not preference subsidis-
ing access to child care facilities while failing to support parents who choose to care for their 
children at home; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33452/16]

08/11/2016WRAA02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am committed 
to the provision of childcare options for families that respect parental choice and reflect inter-
national evidence on how to attain the best outcomes for children. While operational responsi-
bility for these do not fall within my policy remit as Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, 
I support the extension of parental leave for parents; particularly in the crucial first year. The 
Government has provided additional support for stay-at-home parents through the home carer 
tax credit, which has been increased to €1,100 per year. I support an increase in the earnings 
threshold for this, and have raised this with the Minister for Finance. 
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My Department provides a number of childcare schemes available to all families, includ-
ing the ECCE free pre-school year, which has been extended into a second year from this 
September - children’s eligibility for ECCE has increased from 38 weeks for all children, to an 
average of 61 weeks (ranging from 51 to 88 weeks depending on date of birth and age starting 
school). The Department projects that the expanded ECCE scheme will have a peak enrolment 
of 127,000 children in the April-June session in 2017. This is an increase of 60,000 children 
from the pre-expansion volume. Registrations for the September intake are on-going. Presently, 
the Department expects up to 89,000 children to take part in ECCE from September 2016. 
Over the last number of years, up to 96% of pre-school children have accessed the ECCE Pro-
gramme, demonstrating both good supply and good take-up across the country. All children can 
benefit from the learning and socialisation provided through this scheme.

The proposals reflect a key recommendation of the 2015 Inter-Departmental Group on Fu-
ture Investment in Childcare in Ireland to replace the existing targeted schemes with a new 
single Affordable Childcare Scheme for Ireland.  They also reflect commitments in the Pro-
gramme for Government to “streamline the existing schemes to make them more accessible for 
both parents and providers”, to “continue to support subsidised childcare places for low income 
families”, and to provide “a robust model for subsidised high quality childcare for children aged 
9-36 months”.

Some media comments have claimed the scheme discriminates against stay at home parents. 
However, this scheme responds specifically to the high cost of childcare in Ireland, which has 
been criticised by the European Commission and Irish families.

08/11/2016WRAA02600Departmental Funding

08/11/2016WRAA02700512. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the detail 
of any funding received from an organisation (details supplied) for projects under the remit 
of her Department for the past three years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[33453/16]

08/11/2016WRAA02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
did nor receive any funding from the organisation mentioned by the Deputy.

08/11/2016WRAA02900Recreational Facilities

08/11/2016WRAA03000513. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the assistance 
her Department will provide to a local parent-based campaign (details supplied) to achieve its 
objective of having a playground built at a location granted to the campaigners by Cork County 
Council; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33454/16]

08/11/2016WRAA03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The provision 
of play and recreation facilities is primarily a matter for Local Authorities. My Department 
administers a Capital Grant Funding Scheme for Play and Recreation. The Scheme was intro-
duced in 2013 to support new and existing play and recreation facilities for children and young 
people. The total amount of funding available under the Scheme  in any year is €250,000, with 
a maximum grant of €20,000 to any Local Authority.

Applications are invited for projects providing:

- New and innovative play and recreation spaces and facilities (New and innovative projects 
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can include new facilities, equipment, designs and /or the utilisation of non-traditional play 
spaces);

- Refurbishment or upgrading of existing play and recreation spaces and facilities.

Funding criteria for the Scheme were developed in conjunction with the Local Area Play 
and Recreation Network (LAPRN), a group established in 2012 to introduce a more coordi-
nated and interagency approach to achieving the main goals of the play and recreation policies, 
at both national and local level. The following criteria are applied to applications:

- Play and recreation spaces and facilities must be available for use by  all children and 
young people in the locality at times when they are free  to use them i.e. outside of school hours

- All facilities and equipment must be accessible to children and young people with addi-
tional needs 

- All facilities and equipment must be youth-friendly and safe 

- All projects funded under the scheme must provide evidence, or a commitment to provid-
ing evidence, that children and young people have been or will be consulted about the project 
for which funding is requested

- All projects funded under the scheme must provide confirmation that ‘No Smoking’  sig-
nage will be displayed in play spaces and facilities funded under this scheme.

Voluntary Groups can apply to this Scheme for funding for community projects through 
the Local Authority in which the facility/equipment will be available.  Matched funding is a 
requirement of the Scheme and can be in the form of funds raise by voluntary groups, or a Local 
Authority contribution of finance or in kind funding. 

Subject to the availability of funds, applications for funding under this Scheme will be in-
vited in the first quarter of 2017.

08/11/2016WRAA03200State Bodies Property

08/11/2016WRAA03300514. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the sta-
tus of the development of the new Tusla building in Carrick-on-Shannon, County Leitrim; when 
it will be open; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33477/16]

08/11/2016WRAA03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I can confirm 
that Tusla, Child and Family Agency has recently approved the lease of new modern office 
space at Shannonside Retail Park in Carrick-on-Shannon. These new premises will provide 
easy access to the public and will accommodate the expansion of Tusla staff and services for 
local communities. Lease terms are currently being agreed between the parties, and work on 
outfitting the building is expected to commence shortly. It is envisaged that the outfitting of the 
accommodation will take approximately four months to complete.

08/11/2016WRAA03500Child and Family Agency Expenditure

08/11/2016WRAA03600515. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
cost of the provision of legal services and so on to children and families to Tusla annually; 
and the way and by whom these services are monitored and evaluated with regard to value for 
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money and effectiveness. [33575/16]

08/11/2016WRAA03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla has in-
formed me that the provision of legal services include the costs of legal services directly to 
Tulsa and the legal costs that Tusla may need to discharge such as Guardian ad Litem, their 
solicitors, their counsel or third party costs.  There are also ancillary costs associated with legal 
proceedings such as translation service, tax accountants, settlements etc.  The table below de-
tails these costs for the years 2014 to 2016:

Item 2014 2015 YTD 2016
Legal Costs 36,195,530 30,727,996 21,491,324
The Agency’s internal Legal Services Office monitors and evaluates all legal costs.

08/11/2016WRAA03800Child and Family Agency Services

08/11/2016WRAA03900516. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
measures which have been taken to provide services to needy children and families, especially 
those who, due to their undocumented status, are not eligible for a range of other State supports 
(details supplied); and the level of intercultural training which has been provided for all Tusla 
staff. [33576/16]

08/11/2016WRAA04000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The informa-
tion sought by the Deputy has been requested from the Child and Family Agency. I will respond 
directly to the Deputy when the information is received.

08/11/2016WRAA04100Departmental Funding

08/11/2016WRAA04200517. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her attention 
has been drawn to the fact that an agency (details supplied) has received over €36 million in 
State funding from her Department via Pobal but is refusing to obey and honour the findings of 
a Labour Court judgment in the case of forced redundancies of its workers; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [33337/16]

08/11/2016WRAA04300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The agency 
referred to is funded by the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Govern-
ment, and my Department has not provided funding thereto. 

08/11/2016WRAA04400Psychological Assessments

08/11/2016WRAA04500518. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
if she will arrange an assessment for a person (details supplied) and assign a social worker to 
support the family as soon as possible. [33587/16]

08/11/2016WRAA04600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I want to thank 
the Deputy for bringing this matter to my attention.  My Department requires further informa-
tion and has contacted the Deputy directly so that the matter can be progressed.

08/11/2016WRAA04700Departmental Strategy Statements
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08/11/2016WRAA04800519. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Children and Youth 
Affairs if her Department has produced a new statement of strategy since May 2016; and if so, 
the measures in it to support persons with disabilities. [33627/16]

08/11/2016WRAA04900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I can inform 
the Deputy that my Department has prepared a draft Statement of Strategy for 2016-2019.  
The draft was prepared following consultations with external stakeholders, the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee on Children and Youth Affairs, other Government Departments and the staff of my 
Department. The content is informed by the commitments in the Programme for Partnership 
Government for which I have responsibility, my stated priorities and my Department’s ongoing 
responsibilities. The draft is also informed by the guidance issued to all Departments by the 
Department of the Taoiseach. Subject to some final adjustments, I expect it will be published 
shortly.

Although, I do not have lead responsibility in the area of disability I have lead responsibil-
ity on an initiative under my Department which provides supports for children with disabilities 
through the Access and Inclusion Model (AIM).  This model, launched earlier this year, will 
enable all children with disabilities to fully access the ECCE scheme. When published, my 
Department’s Statement of Strategy will reflect my ambition to continue to develop and imple-
ment this model which I believe to be a huge step forward for children with disabilities and 
their families.

The Strategy will also reflect my commitment to have a child welfare and protection sys-
tem that is effective and responsive to the needs of all children, particularly the needs of most 
vulnerable groups that include children with disabilities. It will reflect the importance I attach 
to the participation of children and young people in decisions that affect their lives. I intend to 
implement the National Strategy on the Participation of Children and Young People in Deci-
sion Making 2015-2020 which includes particular initiatives to involve marginalised  children, 
including children with disabilities and other vulnerable groups.

Central to the priorities that I want to advance, as reflected in my Statement of Strategy, will 
be the implementation of Better Outcomes Brighter Futures, the National Policy Framework for 
Children and Young People 2014-2020. This framework requires collaboration with all stake-
holders and provides the context for our own work as well as the agenda for our leadership of 
effort to improve outcomes for children and young people, including children with disabilities.

08/11/2016WRAA05000Family Resource Centres

08/11/2016WRAA05100520. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she has 
considered a request by family resource centres that 3% of Tusla’s budget be ringfenced for 
the family resource centre national programme to support voluntary boards of management in 
meeting the basic operational costs of the 109 family resource centres throughout the country; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33698/16]

08/11/2016WRAA05200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Deputy 
is aware, I recently announced a significant increase in the funding allocation to Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency for next year. Tusla will have available to it some €713 million in funding, 
representing an increase of €37 million over 2016.  The precise level of funding to be allocated 
in 2017 to the Family Resource Centre Programme will be considered by Tusla in preparing its 
Business Plan for next year, which will be submitted to me for consideration. 

There are currently 109 communities supported through the Family Resource Centre Pro-
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gramme which is funded by Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. The Family Resource Centre 
Programme is a national programme with its own dedicated budget. Tusla provides core fund-
ing to Family Resource Centres to cover the employment of two to three members of staff 
and some overhead costs. In 2016, Tusla provided €13.5m in funding for the Family Resource 
Centre Programme. 

I recognise and value the very positive impact of the work of Family Resource Centres in 
supporting families and local communities.  The Centres provide a holistic service of child, 
family and community support and advocacy to all children and families in their communities. 
This universal accessibility allows for early identification of need, provision of appropriate 
interventions, and timely referrals to appropriate services for more intensive and targeted work 
as required. 

I can assure the Deputy that I will continue to support the work of the Family Resource Cen-
tres and the targeting of available resources at those services which make the greatest impact on 
vulnerable children and families.

08/11/2016WRAA05300Children First Guidelines

08/11/2016WRAA05400521. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the provi-
sions of the Children First legislation that have been commenced; the provisions that have not 
been commenced; the reason for the delay in commencing any provisions of the legislation; the 
timeframe for full commencement; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33699/16]

08/11/2016WRAA05500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Deputy 
will be aware, the Children First Act 2015 was signed into law on 19 November 2015, in accor-
dance with a key commitment in the Programme for Government, and provides for, inter alia:

-  mandatory reporting by key professionals,

-  mandated assisting,

-  comprehensive risk assessment and preparation of Child Safeguarding Statements by 
services for children, and 

-  the establishment of the Children First Interdepartmental Implementation Group on a 
statutory basis.  

A number of provisions of the Act have already been commenced as follows:

(i)  Sections 1 to 5 (Part I) and section 28 (Part V) of the Act were commenced on 10 Decem-
ber 2015.  Sections 1 to 5 are standard provisions in relation to title, citation, regulations, defini-
tions etc.  Section 28 relates to corporal punishment and removes the common law defence of 
reasonable chastisement in relation to same.

(ii)  Section 18 (Part III) and Sections 20-26 (Part IV)  were commenced on 1 May 2016. 
Section 18 of the Act is a technical amendment to ensure that the Child and Family Agency is a 
specified body for purposes of the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) 
Act 2012. Sections 20-26 deal with establishing the Children First Interdepartmental Imple-
mentation Group (CFIDG) on a statutory basis and expanding the Group to include all Govern-
ment Departments. 

As the Act imposes obligations on certain individuals working with children and on relevant 
service providers, I think it is vital that all individuals and sectors are fully prepared and ready 



Questions - Written Answers

354

to implement the legislation before it is commenced. Therefore, in relation to those provisions 
of the Act which have not yet been commenced, I have recently signed off on a proposal for 
phased and structured preparations for implementation which will allow for full commence-
ment of the Act by end February, 2018. These provisions include those related to mandated 
reporting of child abuse, mandated assisting and the preparation of Child Safeguarding State-
ments by organisations providing relevant services to children. 

The phased implementation timetable will also allow Tusla to undertake the significant 
preparatory work required to enable it to fully meet its obligations under the legislation.  This 
will include ensuring that the appropriate internal systems are in place to deal with the intake 
of mandatory reports by Tusla and that a suite of resources is available to support and assist all 
sectors in implementing the legislation. My Department is working closely with Tusla in rela-
tion to making available basic Children First training, information and resource materials. 

In the meantime, my Department will continue to work closely with the Statutory Children 
First Inter-Departmental Implementation Group, which includes Tusla, an Garda Síochána and 
the HSE, who will take a key role in ensuring that all necessary preparations and supports are 
in place for those who will acquire legal obligations under the Act.

08/11/2016WRAA05600Preschool Services

08/11/2016WRAA05700522. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her 
attention has been drawn to the impact a change in regulation is having on a family centre (de-
tails supplied) in County Cork; her plans to address the issue; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [33727/16]

08/11/2016WRAA05800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am aware of 
the service in question and the challenges they face due to new childcare Regulations. Under 
the Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016, registered providers of pre-
school services will, from 31st December 2016, be required to ensure that each employee work-
ing directly with children attending the service holds at least a major award in Early Childhood 
Care and Education at Level 5 on the National Qualifications Framework or a qualification 
deemed by the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs to be equivalent. 

Earlier this year my Department asked Childcare Committees Ireland (CCI) to lead on a na-
tional piece of work, with the 30 City and County Childcare Committees, to ascertain whether 
there were services who would struggle financially when the new regulations came into effect 
and all staff who were treated as part of the staff / child ratios would have to have a Level 5 
qualification.

In working with services on this exercise, CCI was asked to explore  how challenges could 
be resolved within existing resources.  In any services where difficulties are being experienced, 
the CCCs are tasked with supporting services to assess the contributing factors and manage any 
change that may assist the service.  This is done initially through the use of of business tools 
which focus on the finances and overheads of the service. For example, a fee calculation exer-
cise looks at whether the fee being charged by the service is appropriate.  There is also a staff 
ratio calculation applied to look at the numbers of children in the service, when they are booked 
in, and what ratio needs to be applied.  For example, it may be that the service should take two 
fewer children in the morning, and two more in the afternoon in order to maximise the potential 
and run a viable service.  

This methodology has been found to be very effective in many services across the country, 
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and whilst sometimes unpopular decisions have had to be made in the short term, the medium 
and long term results should justify these decisions.

I hope that the support offered to the services can assist them reform their services to en-
able them to continue. I will of course be working extremely hard to seek further investment in 
childcare that will improve affordability for parents but also assist providers in running viable 
and high quality services. My Department has long-standing relationships with community/
not-for-profit childcare providers, and recognises the important role that this sector has to play 
in childcare provision. I can certainly empathise with the challenges these services face and I 
continuously commend all early years services, particularly those operating on a not for profit 
basis, for the work they do.  

The CCI review  is due to be completed shortly, but preliminary results suggest that some 
services became over-reliant on unqualified CE participants to be part of core staff ratios over 
the years. Many services across the country began preparing for the regulations some time ago 
and have reduced or eliminated their reliance on CE participants as part of the ratios, but I un-
derstand that some remain, and this seems to be the case in the service in question.  

I believe that the work presently being undertaken by my Department and the CCI will influ-
ence policy over the coming months and years as we seek to establish a high quality childcare 
infrastructure in Ireland. You will also be aware that the Programme for Government contains a 
commitment to independently evaluate the cost of providing childcare. This report will give us 
solid evidence which will also inform future policy. Such evidence will be critical to ensuring 
that whilst we work to make high quality childcare more accessible and affordable for parents, 
we also invest sufficiently to enable services to operate to high standards and attract and retain 
their valued staff.

CCI and Cork City CC are engaged with this service to identify the specific challenges that 
the service face and to make recommendations on a sustainable business model.

  Question No. 523 answered with Question No. 44.

08/11/2016WRBB00250Children in Care

08/11/2016WRBB00300524. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which she is satisfied regarding the adequacy of safety and protection measures for 
all children in institutions or foster care; if it is expected that extra protective measures will be 
introduced arising from experiences in the past; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[33833/16]

08/11/2016WRBB00400534. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which the welfare of children in State care or institutions continues to be monitored 
effectively; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [33844/16]

08/11/2016WRBB00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 524 and 534 together.

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, has a statutory duty under the Child Care Act 1991 to 
promote the welfare of children who are not receiving adequate care and protection and, if nec-
essary, to receive a child into the care of the State.  I am satisfied that Tusla takes its responsibil-
ity very seriously regarding the welfare of children in care and that there is a robust framework 
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of regulations and standards, to ensure that children are placed in safe and caring settings.

Tusla, within its national office, has a dedicated Quality Assurance Team.  This team produc-
es monthly, quarterly and annual reports in respect of Tusla’s functions, and includes detailed 
reporting on child safety and protection services.  Tusla also provides me with information on 
children in care, their placement type, care status and allocation of social workers.  Within my 
Department there is a Unit which scrutinises these reports and briefs me and senior officials 
on issues of note.  The reports also provide statistical evidence of improvements to child wel-
fare and protection services and highlights challenges and areas where further improvement is 
required such as the recruitment of additional social workers including link workers.  The ad-
ditional funding of €37 million which has been secured for Tusla in 2017 will provide increased 
resources for this extra recruitment. 

All foster care organisations and statutory residential centres are inspected by the Health 
Information & Quality Authority (HIQA), and private and voluntary residential centres are in-
spected by Tusla against national standards.  These inspection reports of children’s residential 
centres, fostering services and child protection services are also reviewed and analysed by my 
officials.  The overview from these reports provides me with a level of assurance on the overall 
capacity of Tusla to identify and provide services to families and children at risk.

Additional information is gleaned from the National Review Panel reports on individual 
cases and findings from investigations conducted by the Ombudsman for Children.  Officials 
meet Tusla management on a regular basis to review the overall level of service provision, 
including areas in need of improvement.  I meet on a regular basis with the CEO and Chair of 
Tusla.  Contact is maintained with the non-governmental bodies on issues within the sector, 
including, for example, the Children’s Rights Alliance, EPIC and the Irish Foster Care Associa-
tion.

08/11/2016WRBB00550Child Abuse

08/11/2016WRBB00600525. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of reports of various forms of child abuse reported to or through her Department in 
each of the past five years to date; the extent to which a rapid response followed and corrective 
measures were put in place in all cases; the number of cases in respect of which an adequate 
response did not follow; the action taken or pending in respect of any such cases; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [33834/16]

08/11/2016WRBB00700528. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which her Department continues to analyse and report on the number, location and 
circumstances of children at risk; the action pending; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [33838/16]

08/11/2016WRBB00800530. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the to-
tal number of children reported to her Department as being at risk in each of the past five years 
to date; the degree to which adequate protective measures have been put in place to address the 
issue; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [33840/16]

08/11/2016WRBB00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 525, 528 and 530 together.

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, holds the statutory responsibility for child welfare and 
protection, and is the appropriate body to receive reports of concerns relating to children at risk.  
I wish to assure the Deputy that Tusla deals immediately with emergency cases, including for 



8 November 2016

357

instance, if a child has been abandoned or is in immediate physical danger or at risk of sexual 
abuse.

At the end of Quarter 1 2016, Tusla reported that 60% of referrals received were of a child 
welfare concern with the remaining 40% related to child protection concerns.  The number of 
referrals reported over the last five years is detailed in the table categorised by child welfare or 
child protection concerns.

Year Child Welfare Refer-
rals

Child Protection 
Referrals

Total Number of 
Referrals

2012 21,143       (53%) 19,044      (47%) 40,187
2013 22,192       (53%) 19,407      (47%) 41,599
2014 24,954       (57%) 18,576      (43%) 43,630
2015 25,361       (58%) 18,235      (42%) 43,596
2016 (Q1)  6,754        (60%)   4,552      (40%) 11,306
Referrals can come from a number of sources so there are some duplicates in these totals, 

and some will be more appropriate for universal services, such as those provided in the educa-
tion or health sectors.  Also, not all referrals will result in a need for a social work service or in 
a child being received into care.  

Each referral received by the Agency is assessed and dealt with on an individual basis by the 
relevant social work team.  Preliminary screening is aimed at establishing the appropriateness 
of the referral to Tusla services and, if necessary, is followed by an initial assessment of the 
concern to determine the best course of action for the child and their family.  As a result, every 
year, approximately 50% of referrals can be expected to proceed from preliminary enquiry to 
the initial assessment stage. 

Tusla’s policy is to refer child welfare referrals to relevant family and community sup-
port services.  At any stage, if a determination is made that there is abuse, whether physical, 
emotional, sexual or neglect, from which there is an ongoing risk of significant harm, the child 
protection pathway is followed.  In a minority of cases this may lead to the child being placed 
on the Child Protection Notification System (CPNS) or the child being received into care.

At the end of August 2016, the number of cases awaiting allocation to a social worker stood 
at 4,727, a 30% decrease since December 2015.  The priority or category of high, medium or 
low given to the case after a preliminary enquiry, is based on information received.  It is impor-
tant to note that “high priority” should not simply be equated with immediate risk.  Examples 
of cases categorised as high priority would include cases relating to a child subject to a child 
protection plan, a child in care living with non-approved relative carers, a child in care in an 
unstable placement or a young person at high risk.  At the end of August 2016, the number of 
high priority cases awaiting allocation was 639, a 36% decrease on December 2015.  Social 
work duty teams keep unallocated cases under review by regular checking to ascertain risk to 
the child, and where necessary will reprioritise the case. 

My Department has a range of systems in place to ensure it is informed of risk to children 
and families.  Tusla, within its national office, has a dedicated Quality Assurance Team.  This 
team produces monthly, quarterly and annual reports in respect of Tusla’s functions, and in-
cludes detailed reporting on key performance indicators on waiting times for cases to be al-
located.  Tusla also provides me with information on children in care, their placement type, 
care status and allocation of social workers.  My officials use information provided by Tusla to 
monitor the current status of service provision and the effect as reforms to services take effect.  
Activity indicators allow for attention to be focussed on areas where further improvement is 
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required.  In addition to regular reports, Tusla also provides occasional or special topic reports, 
as needed, which can then be used for budget and resource planning.

As required under Section 8 of the Child Care Act 1991, my Department also receives the 
annual ‘Review of Adequacy’ report compiled and published by the Tusla, which reviews the 
adequacy of the child and family services provided by the Agency.

The additional funding of €37 million which has been secured for Tusla in 2017 will provide 
increased resources to meet identified risks and service demands.  Key to reducing the number 
of cases awaiting allocation to a social worker, and the associated risk, is the recruitment of 
staff, including additional social workers and support personnel.

08/11/2016WRBB00950Departmental Priorities

08/11/2016WRBB01000526. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
plans for the development of child support services in the future having particular regard to 
challenges likely to arise; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33835/16]

08/11/2016WRBB01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Services which 
support children and young people structure and span the policy and operational domains of 
my Department.  These are foregrounded in policy through Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures 
and supported by structures such as Children and Young People’s Services Committees.  These 
support and guide the range of services and supports across DCYA, its agencies and constituent 
sectors.

  Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures: The National Policy Framework for Children and 
Young People (2014-2020) is the first overarching national policy framework which compre-
hends the age ranges of children and young people 0 – 24 years.

  Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures puts the everyday lives of children and young people at 
its centre and requires Government Departments and State agencies to work together in an in-
tegrated way along with non-government organisations to improve services in order to achieve 
better outcomes for children and young people.  The Framework provides for Five National 
Outcomes which we are seeking to achieve for all children and young people.

My Department is developing a national indicator set to track progress against these five na-
tional outcomes.  This indicator set will, as well as tracking progress towards the Five National 
Outcomes, inform policy formulation and future service provision.

In terms of structures, Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures identifies Children and Young 
People’s Service Committees (CYPSC) as key structures for the planning and co-ordination 
of local children and young people services.  The overall purpose of the CYPSC is to improve 
outcomes for children and young people through local and national interagency working.  There 
are 23 CYPSCs across 27 local authority areas, with two further CYPSCs in the process of set-
ting up.

Each CYPSC is required to produce a 3 year Children and Young People’s Plan (CYPP) 
which provides for the implementation of national policy, local needs and priorities.  Plans will 
also take into account the requirements of Local Economic and Community Plans to ensure 
that there is complementarity between these plans and local CYPSC plans.  This plan identifies 
local needs and available services, and seeks to address the issues affecting children and young 
people within the local area concerned.
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Allied with these local structures are those in place such as the National Advisory Council 
under Better Outcomes Brighter Futures.  These are all informing the identification of needs and 
the development of responses across the sectors and settings dealing with children and young 
people and through service provision in the work of the ABC Programme, Early Years, Youth 
and Tusla, the Child and Family Agency.  It is my full intention to continue to work closely 
with these groups and organisations to ensure that we can develop and plan the best services for 
children according to their needs and to ensure that such services are evidence-informed and 
quality focused.

08/11/2016WRBB01150Homelessness Strategy

08/11/2016WRBB01200527. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which her Department has the capacity to address the issue of children whose families 
are homeless; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [33836/16]

08/11/2016WRBB01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Homelessness 
among children and families remains a serious problem.  In September there were 1,173 fami-
lies in emergency accommodation, including 1,568 adults and 2,426 dependents.  I am com-
mitting to supporting implementation of Rebuilding Ireland: the Action Plan for Housing and 
Homelessness.  We have made some progress in this regard, but more remains to be done.

The Dublin Region Homeless Executive (DRHE) is working to provide free public transport 
for family travel and for school journeys for those homeless families in the Dublin Region who 
are residing in hotel accommodation.  Each family is being given five 24-hour family LEAP 
cards, which will be valid for use on all Dublin transport systems, allowing for family days out 
at weekends or during holiday periods.  Distribution of the family cards is almost complete.  
This will be quickly followed by the distribution of the school journey cards.

My Department is funding research, commissioned by Focus Ireland, to identify issues 
regarding access to food and potential nutritional impacts on families in emergency homeless 
accommodation.

My Department is also enhancing access to early years services for homeless families 
through a new Community Childcare Subvention Scheme for homeless children.  It will pro-
vide part-time childcare for children aged between 0 and 6 years of age.  It is planned to launch 
the Scheme next January.

Also, I recently secured the agreement of the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government that the provision of accommodation for young people leaving State 
care would be eligible for funding under the Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS) operated by his 
Department.  My Department and Tusla will work to ensure that any accommodation proposed, 
and ultimately delivered, will be provided with the appropriate levels of protective factors for 
the young person making the transition to independent living.

Many of the remaining child-focussed actions in the Action Plan are being advanced by 
Tusla and progress is being made on several fronts.  The joint protocol between Tusla and the 
Dublin Region Homeless Executive governing child welfare and protection matters is fully 
operational and it is intended to replicate this protocol across the State.

  Question No. 528 answered with Question No. 525.

08/11/2016WRBB01450Departmental Funding
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08/11/2016WRBB01500529. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which her Department can offer funding to groups, bodies or organisations offering 
shelter or other forms of support including health support for children deemed to be at risk; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter.  [33839/16]

08/11/2016WRBB01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
does not have a dedicated scheme in place through which groups, bodies or organisations can 
apply for funding for the purposes mentioned by the Deputy.

However, the Deputy will be aware that my Department provides funding for the Child and 
Family Agency, Tusla.  Budget 2017 provides €713 million for Tusla, representing an increase 
of €37 million on the current spending allocation for 2016.  Tusla provides a comprehensive 
range of services and supports for children at risk and their families.  These include:

 -  Child Welfare and Protection Services;

 -  Services previously delivered by the Family Support Agency and the National Educa-
tional Welfare Board;

 -  Pre-school Inspection services;

 -  Domestic, sexual and gender-based violence services previously delivered by the HSE 
and refuges, responsibility for which transferred from the Department of the Environment;

 -  Community-based services related to the psychological welfare of children and families.

Question No. 530 answered with Question No. 525.

08/11/2016WRBB01750Child Poverty

08/11/2016WRBB01800531. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
plans to deal with the issue of child poverty over the next five years; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [33841/16]

08/11/2016WRBB01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In recognition 
of the higher risks and life-long consequences of child poverty, the Government set a child-
specific poverty target in Better Outcomes, Better Future: the National Policy Framework for 
Children and Young People 2014-2020 to reduce consistent child poverty by at least two-thirds 
by 2020.  This figure currently represents 100,000 children. 

In order to understand and improve the lives of our children, my Department commissioned 
the Growing Up in Ireland study.  The study examines the lives of Irish children from a wide 
range of perspectives including economic vulnerability.  My department is also developing a 
national indicator set to track progress against the five national outcomes in Better Outcomes, 
Brighter Future including Outcome 4: Economic security and opportunity which covers the is-
sue of child poverty.

The Department of Social Protection has the lead role in coordinating Government strategies 
on child poverty.  It also has lead responsibility for the National Action Plan for Social Inclusion 
and has identified child poverty as a key cross-sectoral priority to be addressed.  Officials in my 
Department are working closely with the Department of Social Protection in informing the plan 
for this cross-sectoral priority.

As part of its role in implementing Better Outcomes Brighter Futures, my Department has 
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identified prevention and early intervention as a key cross-sectoral priority to be addressed in 
conjunction with a sub-group of the Advisory Council. 

My Department addresses this priority through three levels.  Firstly, it co-finances, with 
The Atlantic Philanthropies, the Area Based Childhood (ABC) Programme (2013-2017) to the 
combined value of €29.7 million.  The ABC Programme is designed to prevent inter-genera-
tional poverty through area based programmes with a strong prevention and early intervention 
focus.  The ABC Programme has a strong evaluation component allowing us to identify the 
programmes, initiatives and approaches which impact positively on children’s outcomes.  Sec-
ondly, my Department is developing the Quality and Capacity Building Initiative that aims to 
mainstream learning from prevention and early intervention initiatives and take a co-ordinated 
approach the improve capacity and quality of services for children at risk of developing poor 
outcomes.  Thirdly, my Department provides significant funding in a range of key areas which 
support a concerted response to addressing child poverty.  These include the areas of Early 
Years and Youth.  It also includes resourcing of Tusla services focusing on the welfare, protec-
tion and support for children, young people and their families.  These are all key in  supporting 
outcomes which assist in reducing the impact of child poverty.

I believe that over the next five years we can further strengthen these essential supports.  In 
particular I am very interested in and committed to the area of prevention and early interven-
tion.  I believe that identifying and transferring the best learning in terms of interventions and 
supports for children in this area through a coordinated and collaborative effort is key.  As refer-
enced my Department is actively working on this at present in conjunction with a range of key 
informants under the Better Outcomes Brighter Futures implementation infrastructure.

08/11/2016WRBB01950Bullying of Children

08/11/2016WRBB02000532. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which out of school bullying has been brought to the attention of her Department with 
particular reference to incidents of self-harm caused by such bullying; if adequate measures 
are currently in place or likely to be put in place to address these issues; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [33842/16]

08/11/2016WRBB02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Bullying Data 
from Wave One Data Collection from the Child Cohort in Growing Up in Ireland (at age nine) 
revealed: A total of 40% of nine-year-olds reported being victims of bullying in the past year, 
and boys and girls experienced similar rates of victimisation.  Prevalence rates based on infor-
mation provided by the child’s mother were substantially lower than rates based on children’s 
reports, with 23% of the mothers of nine year- olds reporting that their child had been victim-
ised in the previous year.

Many mothers were unaware of their children’s experiences of bullying.  For the children 
who did report victimisation in the previous year, only 39% of their mothers appeared to have 
been aware that their child had been the victim of bullying.  This emphasises the importance of 
parents talking to their children about bullying and schools having policies on bullying which 
are disseminated to parents

The Action Plan On Bullying: Report of the Anti-Bullying Working Group to the Minister 
for Education and Skills was published in January 2013 clearly recognised the necessity to 
tackle this issue in a holistic way which saw schools as pivotal but placed the issue within a 
much wider social context.  Amongst the actions which will be taken are the development of a 
national anti-bullying website to provide information for parents, young people, youth workers, 
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sporting and cultural associations and school staff on types and methods of bullying and how 
to deal with bullying behaviour.

Schools are strengthening collaboration and interaction with youth services and promote the 
active participation by pupils in youth focused services within their local communities.  DCYA 
supports the National Youth Health Programme which is in partnership with the HSE and the 
National Youth Council of Ireland.  The programme’s aims are to provide a broad-based, flex-
ible health promotion/education support and training service to youth organisations and to all 
those working with young people in out-of-school settings, and includes programmes aimed at 
exploring bullying and cyberbullying with young people.

08/11/2016WRBB02150Detention Centres Provision

08/11/2016WRBB02200533. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which she remains satisfied regarding the adequacy of places of detention for juvenile 
offenders; the extent to which rehabilitative training is available in such circumstances; if any 
augmentation is required; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33843/16]

08/11/2016WRBB02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Currently, 
Oberstown Children Detention Campus (Oberstown) provides a total of up to 54 places for 
young people ordered to be remanded in custody or committed to serve a sentence of deten-
tion by the courts (48 boys and 6 girls).  This provides places for girls up to the age of 18, for 
boys up to the age of 18 who are remanded in custody and up to the age of 17 who are sent by 
the courts to serve a sentence of detention.  Boys aged 17 who are sentenced to detention are 
currently accommodated by the Irish Prison Service.  This practice will cease shortly, meeting 
the commitment in the Programme for Government to end the practice of detaining children in 
adult prison facilities, when a number of additional units are put into use extending the capacity 
on the Oberstown campus.  It is intended that this will provide sufficient accommodation for all 
children under 18 years of age ordered to be detained by the courts. 

In the interim, the existing facilities at Oberstown are being used to meet demand from the 
Courts.  Oberstown operates a twenty four hour bed management service for children detention 
places, with the aim of having the maximum degree of coordination in this area.  This service 
is available at all times to courts, the Probation Service and An Garda Síochána to assess the up 
to date position with regard to the availability of places.  This is a demand led service and every 
effort is made to meet the needs of the courts in this area.

Oberstown continues to deliver services focused on education and rehabilitation of all young 
people detained in order to address offending behaviour and to support their early re-integration 
into the community.  The new capital development at Oberstown includes a new purpose-built 
education, training and recreation unit.  This provides sufficient age and ability appropriate fa-
cilities to support the delivery, by Dublin and Dun Laoghaire Education Training Board, of the 
necessary education and training services to young people in detention.

The child care model of detention delivered in Oberstown provides for a range of rehabili-
tative supports for each child as part of an overall programme, with a strong ethos of school 
attendance, education and training and an emphasis on rehabilitation.  It is important to note 
that a range of rehabilitative supports is offered to every child entering Oberstown as part of an 
overall programme, focused on their individual needs.  The extent to which each child avails of 
these services depends on the individual profile in each case.

Question No. 534 answered with Question No. 524.
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08/11/2016WRBB02450National Lottery Funding Applications

08/11/2016WRBB02500535. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if national lot-
tery funding is available at present through his Department to support the work of community 
groups; if so, if there are specific programmes eligible for grant assistance; the details of same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33269/16]

08/11/2016WRBB02600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Department 
is not in receipt of funding from the National Lottery from which support can be provided for 
the work of community groups.

08/11/2016WRBB02650Naval Service Promotions

08/11/2016WRBB02700536. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his plans to 
amend the Defence Forces Regulation C S 4 with respect to the Naval Service to make an ad-
ditional appointment to the rank of captain; if this plan will impact on Naval Service officers 
currently serving; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33284/16]

08/11/2016WRBB02800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): A proposal for the 
up-ranking of a particular appointment in the Naval Service and the case for and the implica-
tions thereof is currently being considered by the Department.  No decision has yet been made 
in this regard. 

The CS4 represents the Employment Control Framework for the Defence Forces, and any 
amendment thereto will also require engagement with the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform.  At this time therefore no decision has been made to amend the relevant Defence 
Forces Regulation. 

08/11/2016WRBB02850Defence Forces Representative Organisations

08/11/2016WRBB02900537. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if his De-
partment recognises the Defence Forces conciliation and arbitration scheme and Promotion 
Agreement CR295 and CR447; and his Department’s stance on the necessary negotiation with 
Defence Forces’ representative associations prior to changing any elements of either policy 
instrument.  [33285/16]

08/11/2016WRBB03000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): A Conciliation 
and Arbitration Scheme for Members of the Permanent Defence Force exists within my Depart-
ment.  The purpose of the scheme is to provide means for discussion and negotiation with mem-
bers of the Representative Association of Commissioned Officers (RACO) and the Permanent 
Defence Forces Representative Association (PDFORRA).

CCR (Conciliation Council Report) 295 and CCR (Conciliation Council Report) 447 were 
negotiated and agreed with the Representative Association of Commissioned Officers (RACO) 
and my Department.  As the Deputy will be aware, discussion and negotiation form an integral 
part of the Conciliation and Arbitration Scheme for the Representative Associations.  The Dep-
uty will also appreciate that all discussions under the Scheme are confidential to that process.

08/11/2016WRBB03050Ministerial Responsibilities
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08/11/2016WRBB03100538. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the powers or 
responsibilities he has delegated to the Minister of State in his Department; the date on which 
these powers or responsibilities were delegated; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[33357/16]

08/11/2016WRBB03200Taoiseach and Minister for Defence (Deputy Enda Kenny): The Defence (Delegation of 
Ministerial Functions) Order 2016 (S.I. No. 314 of 2016) was approved by Government on 14 
June 2016 and came into effect on that date.  As specified in the Order, statutory responsibility 
for a wide range of Defence matters has been delegated to the Minister of State at the Depart-
ment of Defence, Mr Paul Kehoe, T.D.  The principal responsibilities delegated under the Order 
include powers to make regulations under various provisions of the Defence Acts 1954 to 2015 
and powers relating to personnel-related issues affecting members of the Defence Forces.

08/11/2016WRBB03250Departmental Strategy Statements

08/11/2016WRBB03300539. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence 
if his Department has produced a new statement of strategy since May 2016; and if so, the mea-
sures in it to support persons with disabilities.  [33629/16]

08/11/2016WRBB03400Taoiseach and Minister for Defence (Deputy Enda Kenny): My Department has recently 
prepared a draft Strategy Statement 2016 - 2019 for the Department of Defence and the Defence 
Forces.  A key focus of the Strategy Statement is to ensure that the Defence Organisation retains 
the capacity to meet its high level goal and to fulfil all roles assigned by Government in the 
White Paper on Defence 2015.  The White Paper sets out a comprehensive policy framework 
for the next decade and this has been a key factor in driving the identification of priorities over 
the period of the Strategy Statement.  Having regard to section 42(2) of the Irish Human Rights 
and Equality Commission Act 2014, the human rights and equality issues that are relevant to the 
performance of functions of the Department of Defence have been considered in the prepara-
tion of the Strategy Statement. 

In compliance with Part 5 of the Disability Act 2005, the Department of Defence, where 
practicable, promotes and supports the employment of people with disabilities.  It abides by the 
principles and standards set out in the Code of Practice for the employment of people with dis-
ability in the Irish Civil Service by taking measures which include the appointment of an Access 
Officer, A Disability Liaison Officer, the provision of workplace accommodation for staff with 
disabilities on request, and by promoting disability awareness within the Department.

08/11/2016WRBB03450Naval Service Vessels

08/11/2016WRBB03500540. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he will 
expand on his comments that he supports plans to introduce a fully functional Naval Service 
hospital ship which would have the capacity to respond to worldwide humanitarian emergen-
cies; and if his Department has assessed the cost of purchasing and deploying such a vessel.  
[33657/16]

08/11/2016WRBB03600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The White Paper 
provides for the replacement of the current Naval Service flagship LÉ Eithne with a multi role 
vessel which will be enabled for helicopter operations and will also have a freight carrying 
capacity.  It is the Government’s intent that this new vessel will provide a flexible and adaptive 
capability for a wide range of maritime tasks, both at home and overseas.



8 November 2016

365

The full range of specific roles and capabilities of the new vessel will be considered in detail 
by the Defence organisation when preparing the vessel design specification before going to the 
market as part of the White Paper implementation process.  The tender process will dictate the 
overall cost of the multi role vessel in due course.

08/11/2016WRBB03650Commemorative Events

08/11/2016WRBB03700541. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence when men from 
A Company 35th Battalion (UN Service) of the Irish Army will be honoured and recognised for 
their bravery at the siege of Jadotville in September 1961; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33851/16]

08/11/2016WRBB03800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): To mark the oc-
casion of the 55th anniversary of the Siege of Jadotville, I had my Department organise and 
host a ceremony in Custume Barracks, Athlone on Saturday 17 th September 2016 to mark the 
collective actions of the men of “A” Company, 35 th Infantry battalion and its attachments.  
A Unit Citation was presented to the Company in recognition of their collective heroism and 
professional performance during the Siege of Jadotville whilst cut-off from support and rein-
forcements.  During the ceremony a copy of the Citation was presented to each member of the 
Unit or next-of-kin in the case of deceased members.  This was the first time a Unit Citation 
was awarded within the Defence Forces.  In addition a specially commissioned insignia which 
is currently being procured will be provided to the members and the next of kin of deceased 
members of “A” company.  These recent steps to honour and recognise the bravery of those 
who served with “A” Company, 35th Infantry battalion build upon previous initiatives taken by 
former Minsters for Defence.

In 2005, the Deputy in his then capacity as Minister for Defence, approved the unveiling of 
a plaque situated in Athlone to commemorate the events at Jadotville and the very significant 
contribution of A Company and of the 35th Battalion, as a whole, to the UN Peace Support Mis-
sion in the Congo, as an appropriate way to commemorate the events at Jadotville.

The commemorative stone to honour the actions of A Company of the 35th Infantry Battal-
ion at Jadotville in 1961 was unveiled in Custume Barracks, Athlone in November 2005 when 
the Deputy met members of the Company, their families and the families of the deceased mem-
bers of the unit.  Further recognition of their contribution over subsequent years was as follows: 

A.   There was a presentation of scrolls in 2006   

B.   The Deputy also directed that portraits of Lt Col McNamee (35th Battalion Command-
er) and Comdt Quinlan (Company Commander “A” Company) be commissioned. On the 23rd 
February 2007 these portraits were unveiled at the Military College and now hang in the Congo 
Room in the United Nations Training School in the Curragh. 

C.   In July of 2010 the 50th anniversary of the first deployment to the Congo was com-
memorated in a highly publicised and well attended event in Casement Aerodrome, Baldonnel.  
A Congo photographic book was also produced for the occasion; a section of which was dedi-
cated to the events at Jadotville in 1961.

D.   A nominal roll of A Company, printed in copper, has been affixed to the monument in 
Costume Barracks and was unveiled as part of the 50th Anniversary of the Jadotville affair in 
September 2011.


