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02/11/20      Question No. 1 resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 2 to 12, inclusive, answered orally.

02/11/2016WRA00500Rail Network Expansion

02/11/2016WRA0060013. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
he will publish the modified report regarding the future plans for the DART underground proj-
ect; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32677/16]

02/11/2016WRA00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I understand that the 
Deputy’s Question relates to the Rail Review 2016 rather than the DART Underground.

I intend to bring the Rail Review 2016 to Cabinet next week and after that it will be pub-
lished. The National Transport Authority (NTA) will also then commence a public consultation 
process. This is in line with what I previously undertook to do.

Despite some suggestions to the contrary, I want to emphasise that no decisions will be 
taken in relation to any individual rail lines, or any of the options identified in the Review, in 
advance of the full process of public consultation. Members of the public, and all other stake-
holders, will have an opportunity to examine the Review and contribute to the debate on the 
future of rail in Ireland. The Review follows on from the Strategic Investment Framework for 
Land Transport, published by my Department last year.

The review identifies a funding gap for Irish Rail, based on the projected allocations prior 
to Budget 2017. I would point out that decisions on Budget 2017 provide for additional funding 
of over €50 million to Irish Rail next year.

This significant increase in funding for next year allows for increasing investment in main-
tenance and renewal of the network and the rolling stock, and also to provide more funding for 
safety projects. Safety remains the priority for Irish Rail.

It is also encouraging to note that Irish Rail is experiencing business growth with increas-
ing passenger journeys. The re-opening of the Phoenix Park tunnel in the coming weeks for 
commuter services from the Kildare line to the stations between Connolly and Grand Canal 
Dock and the expansion of DART services to a ten minute frequency will also help to grow the 
business.

In the meantime, I would encourage all stakeholders to avail of the opportunity to outline 
their views on the future of the rail network.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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02/11/2016WRA00800Rail Services Provision

02/11/2016WRA0090014. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent of proposed augmentation and investment in rail services over the next five years with 
particular reference to the extent that services can be tailored to meet the ongoing travel re-
quirements of commuters, namely identifying the best way the rail services in general can meet 
the demands of medium to middle distance commuters from towns and villages outside of the 
greater Dublin area, thereby alleviating road traffic congestion and reducing travel time; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [32763/16]

02/11/2016WRA01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As the Deputy is 
aware, my Department’s Strategic Investment Framework for Land Transport outlines a num-
ber of key principles for land transport investment proposals.  Included among these principles 
is the need to maintain and renew renew strategically important elements the existing network, 
as well as the need to address current and future congestion in urban areas through for example 
improving public transport capacity.

There are a number of capacity enhancements planned or underway across our commuter 
rail network.  These include the completion of the Dublin City Centre Resignalling Project, 
the introduction of 10 minute DART services and the introduction of additional services on the 
Kildare Commuter line to utilise the newly reopened Phoenix Park tunnel and bring passengers 
into the heart of the city.  Cumulatively these measures will enhance commuter rail services 
across all current commuter lines leading into Dublin.

All of these capacity enhancements have been facilitated by Exchequer funding and the 
recently announced Budget 2017 ensures further funding is available to support these develop-
ments as they are rolled out.

In addition to the above, the National Transport Authority (NTA) and Irish Rail recently 
submitted the 2016 Rail Review to me.  This Review examines the funding parameters required 
to support our rail network now and into the future, as well as identifying potential for future 
growth.  I have already stated that I will bring the report to cabinet  and then immediately ar-
range for its publication and commencement of a publication process to be conducted by the 
National Transport Authority.  I intend to do so next week.

Finally, it is proposed that a mid-term  review of the Government’s Capital Plan will be car-
ried out in 2017 and I am determined to make the case for public transport investment to be both 
increased and accelerated as a result of that review in order to address our growing transport 
needs.

02/11/2016WRA01100Tourism Funding

02/11/2016WRA0120015. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reasoning 
behind the cut in the voted capital funding for tourism services in budget 2017; and the agen-
cies or initiatives that will have their budget reduced in 2017 as a result of this cut. [32775/16]

02/11/2016WRA01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  An amount of €13.836 
million was voted for capital funding of tourism services in 2016.  This amount includes a pro-
vision of €0.97 million for the Lough Derg Tourism Development project which was provided 
for under the 2014 Capital Stimulus Plan and which does not arise in 2017.  The 2016 alloca-
tion is in keeping with the multi-annual allocations for tourism contained in the Capital Invest-
ment Plan 2016-202.
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A provisional allocation of €13.27m is set out in the Budget 2017 Estimates volume which 
is also in keeping with the Capital Investment Plan.  The final allocation for 2017 will be set 
out in the 2017 Revised Estimates Volume which is due to be published in the coming months.

Discussions on the mid-term review of the Capital Investment Plan will be taking place in 
early 2017 and the Department will be engaging with the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform in this regard.

02/11/2016WRA01400Brexit Issues

02/11/2016WRA0150016. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he anticipates sectors under the aegis of his Department to be affected by Brexit 
with particular reference to inward investments and future expansion affecting the tourism and 
transport sectors; the extent to which he continues to liaise with European institutions in this 
context; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32762/16]

02/11/2016WRA01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Brexit has been iden-
tified as a major strategic risk facing my Department, and I and my officials are continuing to 
prioritise work on identifying and planning measures to mitigate these risks.  The Taoiseach 
has already outlined Ireland’s specific concerns arising from Brexit, particularly in relation to 
Northern Ireland, the peace process, North-South relations, citizenship issues, the Common 
Travel Area, the border, trade, currency fluctuation impacts and increased competitiveness on 
the part of British based competitors to Irish based enterprises.

As an Island nation we are heavily dependent for trade and tourism on the efficiency and 
ease of the transport links between Ireland, Northern Ireland, the UK and wider destinations.  In 
terms of trade, the UK is Ireland’s largest export market accounting for some 17% of our total 
exports in 2014, and Ireland is the UK’s fifth largest export market.  In terms of tourism, Great 
Britain has consistently been Ireland’s most important overseas market. In 2015 there was just 
over 3.5 million overseas visits from Great Britain to Ireland, representing 41% of all overseas 
visits.

Any physical or regulatory barriers to the ease of the existing access links could hinder 
the current arrangements for aviation, maritime and international road transport services.  Ad-
ditionally, any physical border would cause delays in the movement of employees and goods 
resulting in costs to business and disincentives to tourists considering visiting Ireland.

The weakness of sterling is also impacting on business, international transport and travel 
and on the competitiveness of the tourist offering.  While CSO data released this week shows 
a continuing strong increase in British visitors, research undertaken by the tourism agencies is 
already indicating some softening in the British market and forecasting significant challenges 
ahead.

The Cabinet Committee Meeting on Brexit, of which I am a member, has agreed the estab-
lishment of six sectoral work groups to provide key sectoral and thematic advices to the Cabinet 
Committee and to Government.  My Department is represented on 3 of these Committees and 
also chairs the sub-group on Tourism.

The work of these cross-department working groups and sub-groups  is underway.  They will 
complement and build on the extensive work already done by my Department and our agencies 
in assessing and planning for the UK exit and mitigating key risks and opportunities, including 
inward investment.  In order to fully inform this assessment, my officials are consulting with a 
wide range of key public and private stakeholders involved in tourism, transport and trade, and 
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with other Government departments and EU institutions.

02/11/2016WRA01700Road Tolls

02/11/2016WRA0180017. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to regulate to allow for reduced payment at tolling points for low emission electric ve-
hicles; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32788/16]

02/11/2016WRA01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy may 
know, my Department is in the process of developing the transport sector’s contribution to the 
National Mitigation Plan;  this will include proposals for a range of measures aimed at sup-
porting a transition to low carbon technologies.  In addition, last week I launched for public 
consultation a draft national policy framework on alternative fuels infrastructure for transport;  
this is with a view to removing any barriers that exist towards greater uptake of low emissions 
vehicles or LEVs.

The Framework reflects the Programme for Partnership Government ‘s commitment to es-
tablishing a dedicated LEV task force involving relevant Government Departments, agencies, 
industry and representative groups, to consider how and to what extent Ireland could become a 
lead country in the take-up of electric vehicles.  Greater penetration of LEVs in the Irish market 
would assist Ireland in meeting emissions reduction, energy efficiency and air quality targets as 
well as achieving 10% renewable energy in the transport sector by 2020.  

As policy in relation to electric vehicles rests with my colleague, the Minister for Commu-
nications, Climate Action and the Environment, his Department is working closely with mine 
to establish the task force.  The task force is to be established in the coming weeks.  It will work 
to present a range of potential measures and incentive options to Government for the purpose 
of accelerating the deployment of LEVs.  Proposals to reduce toll charges for low emissions 
vehicles will be considered within its work programme.

02/11/2016WRA02000Air Navigation Orders

02/11/2016WRA0210018. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to discontinue or overhaul his Department’s role in the granting of munitions permits under the 
Air Navigation (Carriage of Munitions of War, Weapons and Dangerous Goods) Order 1973, 
for civil aircraft landing at Shannon Airport and for civil aircraft overflying Irish airspace, par-
ticularly in view of the large number of permissions granted and the deteriorating situation in 
the Middle East; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32779/16]

02/11/2016WRA02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): There are no plans 
at present for a change in policy in relation to the granting of munitions permits under the Air 
Navigation (Carriage of Munitions of War, Weapons and Dangerous Goods) Order 1973.

There is a well-established procedure for considering applications from airlines for permits 
to land in Ireland or overfly Ireland under the Order.   In the normal course, in relation to each 
application received, my Department seeks the views of the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade in relation to foreign policy issues, the Department of Justice in relation to security issues 
and the Irish Aviation Authority in relation to the carriage of dangerous goods.

The primary purpose of national aviation policy is to provide sustainable, safe, secure and 
efficient air transport services in Ireland, in accordance with Irish and international civil avia-
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tion law and policy. The Air Navigation (Carriage of Munitions of War, Weapons and Danger-
ous Goods) Order 1973, as amended, implements in Irish law the provisions of the Chicago 
Convention in relation to the carriage of dangerous goods and munitions on board civil aircraft. 
These provisions are primarily aimed at ensuring the safety of aircraft and those on board.

The foreign policy issues mentioned by the Deputy would be a matter for my colleague the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade.

02/11/2016WRA02300Roads Maintenance Funding

02/11/2016WRA0240019. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the total 
funding being made available to local authorities for roads for 2017; the specific figure for 
County Tipperary; the way in which they compare as a percentage, plus or minus, yearly, ver-
sus funding in each of the years 2010 to 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32675/16]

02/11/2016WRA02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads in Tipperary is the statutory responsibility of Tipperary 
County Council, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works 
on those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  
The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the Council. 

Ireland has an extensive regional and local road network at over 93,000 kilometres, the 
maintenance and improvement of which places a substantial financial burden on local authori-
ties and on the Exchequer.  Due to the national financial situation, funding for Ireland’s regional 
and local road network has been reduced significantly across the board in recent years.  Within 
the available budget, my Department aims to allocate funding on as fair and equitable basis as 
possible.  In this context, grants in the three main grant categories (Restoration Improvement, 
Discretionary Grant and Restoration Maintenance) are allocated based on the length of regional 
and local roads within a local authority area of responsibility.

 The regional and local road network in Tipperary represents 5.9% approximately of the to-
tal network.  The following table shows Tipperary’s percentage of the total grants paid to local 
authorities over the period 2010 to 2015 and the 2016 allocations.  Account should be taken of 
the fact that a certain number of large, nationally significant projects have to be catered for each 
year from the total and as a result, in general the funding for individual counties is less than 
their share of the road network.

The 2016 figures include the additional severe weather funding allocated to local authori-
ties.  If the Deputy requires additional information the payment and allocation details for each 
local authority are in the regional and local road booklets lodged by my Department in the Dáil 
library.

The allocations for 2017 have not been decided as yet.  I expect to be in a position to an-
nounce the grants early next year.  

Year Total Regional and Local 
Road Payment

Tipperary Total RLR Tipperary funding as % of 
overall total

2010 €410,930,176 €23,184,759 5.64%
2011 €447,585,879 €24,971,813 5.57%
2012 €374,648,705 €22,467,030 5.99%
2013 €395,887,216 €22,704,814 5.73%
2014 €353,660,941 €19,588,485 5.53%
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Year Total Regional and Local 
Road Payment

Tipperary Total RLR Tipperary funding as % of 
overall total

2015 €312,229,721 €17,891,097 5.73%
2016 €377,250,504* €21,263,780 5.63%

*The 2016 figure is an allocation and includes €95.5m for severe weather.  Final payments 
for 2016 will not be available until 2017.

As regards information on the position in relation to the funding provided for national 
roads, I am forwarding the Deputy’s question to Transport Infrastructure Ireland for direct reply.

02/11/2016WRA02600Capital Expenditure Programme

02/11/2016WRA0270020. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he is 
satisfied that less than 1% of the capital spend in transport is devoted to pedestrian and bicycle 
facilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32787/16]

02/11/2016WRA02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  In light of the many 
competing priorities within Government and current financial constraints I was pleased that my 
Department secured additional funding in Budget 2017.  I am particularly pleased that funding 
for the land transport programme will increase next year by €90m to €1.46 billion.  With this 
funding my Department will continue to support Smarter Travel Policy measures in 2017 with 
a particular focus on cycling and walking infrastructure.  This will be achieved in tandem with 
engagement in soft measures such as mobility management initiatives to support sustainable 
transport and travel.

It is not accurate to say that only 1% of my Department’s capital budget is devoted to pedes-
trian and cycling infrastructure and facilities.  While €100m of my Department’s €10bn capital 
allocation over the seven year period of the Capital Plan is earmarked for Smarter Travel, this 
does not reflect the totality of funding for cycling and walking measures.

Significant funds are awarded to the National Transport Authority (NTA) on an annual basis 
for the delivery of cycling and walking infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) in co-
operation with the relevant local authorities.  Under the Sustainable Transport Measures Grants 
(STMG) Programme, my Department provides funding to the NTA for the seven local authori-
ties in the GDA for the implementation of sustainable transport measures which include cycling 
and walking infrastructure as well as QBCs, safety, integration and traffic management projects 
throughout the region. Funding of €23.2m has been allocated to this Programme in 2016 alone.

The NTA also manages a similar sustainable transport grants programme - the Regional Cit-
ies Programme - in the four regional cities of Cork, Galway, Limerick and Waterford.  Overall 
funding for these two programmes in 2016 is €36.7m. 

 Furthermore, my Department is developing a new strategy to set out a cohesive and for-
ward-looking approach to the development, funding and promotion of greenways and I will be 
seeking to increase the funding allocation for Greenways and other sustainable transport mea-
sures in the mid-term review of the Capital Plan.

02/11/2016WRA02900Air Pollution

02/11/2016WRA0300021. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
regulate to allow local authorities to restrict the movement of high emission vehicles in urban 
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centres to reduce air pollution; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32781/16]

02/11/2016WRA03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  At present, I have no 
plans to regulate for the restriction of high emission vehicles in urban centres.  However, I do 
understand the Deputy’s concerns in relation to air pollution.  I am conscious of the need to 
transition Ireland’s fleet to cleaner and greener technologies and my position on this is reflected 
in a draft national policy framework on alternative fuels infrastructure that my Department 
launched last week for public consultation.

In relation to traffic management in urban centres more generally, the National Transport 
Authority works closely with the relevant local authorities in Ireland’s cities to give priority to 
active modes of travel such as walking and cycling as well as public transport services.  For 
instance, the implementation of the proposals set out in the Dublin City Centre Transport Study 
will greatly benefit accessibility and movement in the capital.  Similarly, Cork City Council 
recently approved the implementation of the City Centre Movement Strategy.  By giving prior-
ity to active travel modes and by greening the public transport services that operate in urban 
centres, direct benefits will be achieved in air quality.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Programme for Partnership Government committed 
to establishing a dedicated Low Emissions Vehicles (LEV) Task force.  A key objective for 
this group is to present a range of measures and incentive options to Government for the pur-
pose of accelerating the deployment of EVs.  Greater penetration of EVs in the Irish market 
would assist Ireland in meeting emissions reduction, energy efficiency and air quality targets 
as well as achieving 10% renewable energy in the transport sector by 2020.   As policy in rela-
tion to EVs rests with my colleague, the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and the 
Environment, his Department is working closely with mine to establish the Task force in the 
coming weeks. 

02/11/2016WRA03200EU Regulations

02/11/2016WRA0330022. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 266 of 29 September 2016, his views on the planned timeframe 
for implementation of the legislation regarding the establishment of the competent authority to 
deal with EU Regulation 598/2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32771/16]

02/11/2016WRA03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As I indicated to 
the Deputy on 29 September, 2016, in response to Question No. 266 on that date, legislation 
is currently being prepared in my Department, in consultation with the Office of the Attorney 
General.  It is the objective to complete this secondary legislation by the end of this year.

The transposition of the requirements of Regulation 598 of 2014 relating to the process to 
be followed when considering the introduction of airport noise operating restrictions is complex 
and the planned end-year timeframe takes account of this.

A number of important areas will require to be addressed in the Statutory Instrument.  These 
include, for example:

-  the designation of the Irish Aviation Authority as Competent Authority with  the requisite 
powers to implement the Regulation in Ireland;

-  providing for appropriate collaborative working arrangements between the IAA and other 
statutory bodies that have roles and expertise relating to noise management (notably An Bord 
Pleanála, Fingal County Council and the Environmental Protection Agency);
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-  providing for robust consultation requirements with all other key stakeholders including 
in particular environmental authorities, local residents and business interests; and also

-  providing for the ongoing monitoring and enforcement activities, in order to provide, in 
particular, assurance of satisfactory compliance with the airport noise management regime in 
Ireland.

I consider that the end-year timeframe is appropriate for the finalisation of arrangements 
covering these and other aspects of Regulation 598 of 2014.  It is then hoped that the Body will 
be up and running in early 2017.

02/11/2016WRA03500Air Services Provision

02/11/2016WRA0360023. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
ensure that a company (details supplied) is able to secure a permit from the US Department of 
Transportation to fly from Cork to Boston; when he expects this issue to be resolved; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [32777/16]

02/11/2016WRA03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I and my Department 
have raised the ongoing dispute regarding Norwegian Air International’s (NAI) application for 
a foreign air carrier permit with the US Department of Transportation on a number of occasions, 
urging them to make a positive decision on the application, in accordance with the provisions 
of the EU-US Open Skies Agreement.

As I have stated previously, I fully support the proposed Cork to Boston route which would 
benefit the region greatly, and I had hoped that this issue would be resolved in a timely and posi-
tive manner.  The failure by the US authorities to make a decision on NAI’s permit application 
is not acceptable and no decision appears to be forthcoming.

In July it was decided by the EU Commission to initiate arbitration on the matter pursuant 
to Article 19 of the EU-US Air Transport Agreement.  I fully support this decision by the Com-
mission to initiate arbitration procedures on the matter.  The US authorities have been notified 
that internal arbitration procedures have been initiated.  However, a final decision on when the 
formal arbitration procedure will be launched has yet to be determined.

In the meantime, should the US authorities grant NAI its permit and allow the airline to 
operate the proposed route between Cork and Boston, the issue could immediately be resolved.  
To this end, on 2 August last I wrote to the US Secretary of Transportation, Anthony Foxx, re-
iterating the Irish Government’s support for NAI and urging him to bring this subject to a close 
and make a positive decision on NAI’s application.

The Irish Embassy in the United Stated has been very active to date on this issue.  I will be 
meeting with the Irish Ambassador to the United States in the next week and will again raise 
this with her.

02/11/2016WRA03800Greenhouse Gas Emissions

02/11/2016WRA0390024. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps 
he is taking to ensure Ireland complies with European transport 2050 targets to reduce emis-
sions, including, the target to move 30% of freight transport to rail networks; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [32784/16]
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02/11/2016WRA04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):   I understand that the 
Deputy is referring to the 2011 EU Commission White Paper ‘Roadmap to a Single European 
Transport Area’, which included a target that 30% of road freight over 300 km should shift to 
other modes such as rail or waterborne transport by 2030.  This would be an overall target for 
the Union, rather than individual Member States, and of limited relevance in Ireland as few 
trips here are over 300 km.  In any case, European Commission White Papers are documents 
containing proposals for action.  While not binding, their purpose is to launch a debate.

The Paris COP21 Agreement of December 2015 underpins global momentum towards emis-
sions reductions.  In October 2014, the European Council agreed to reduce GHG emissions by 
40% by 2030 (compared to 1990), based on reductions in the ETS (43%) and non-ETS (30%).  
In order for Ireland to effectively and equitably contribute to the EU emissions reduction com-
mitments, an ambitious low-carbon development strategy, the National Mitigation Plan, is cur-
rently being developed.

The Plan will reflect the overall aims of the National Policy Position on climate action and 
low carbon development, published in April 2014 which envisages that its development will be 
guided by a long-term vision of low carbon transition.  The responsibility for emissions reduc-
tion is, of course, a collective one and Ireland’s EU emission reduction targets are national and 
not sectoral in nature. Specific focus is being placed on the sectoral areas of electricity genera-
tion, the built environment, agriculture and transport.  When all sectoral inputs have been co-
ordinated, the draft mitigation plan will be available for extensive public consultation before 
being submitted for approval to Government.

Transport will of course have to play a significant role on the national mitigation effort.  The 
measures under consideration for transport are wide-ranging and focus on modal shift, move-
ment to alternative fuels and targeted behavioural change and these apply to freight (includ-
ing rail freight) as much as to passenger movement.  To date, considerable progress has been 
achieved through measures aimed at promoting improved technologies such as the rebalancing 
of Vehicle Registration Tax and Motor Taxation as well as the increase in the biofuel obligation 
rate.  

02/11/2016WRA04100Sports Capital Programme

02/11/2016WRA0420025. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his Depart-
ment’s plans for the sports capital programme for 2017; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [32676/16]

02/11/2016WRA04300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) is the Government’s primary vehicle to 
support the development of sports facilities and the purchase of sports equipment.  The most re-
cent rounds of the programme were in 2012, 2014 and 2015.  So far this year €21m has been 
paid out to 645 separate organisations under these and previous rounds.  These grants have 
delivered new and improved facilities and increased opportunities to participate in sport.

The SCP aims to foster an integrated and planned approach to developing sports and recre-
ation facilities and it has transformed the sporting landscape of Ireland with improvements in 
the quality and quantity of sporting facilities in virtually every village, town, county and city 
in the country.  The programme also aims to prioritise the needs of disadvantaged areas in the 
provision of sports facilities and encourage the sharing of these facilities by clubs, schools, 
community organisations and national governing bodies of sport.
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As was confirmed in the 2017 Estimates Statement, a new round of the Sports Capital Pro-
gramme will be open for applications in the near future.  In this regard, a number of new mea-
sures are being introduced to streamline all aspects of the programme from registration, to ap-
plication to grant drawdown.  Planned new measures will include a shortened application form, 
new guides for completing the form and the organisation of a series of regional workshops to 
assist applicants who intend to apply for a grant. 

We will be announcing more comprehensive details of the new round shortly and expect 
that it will be open for applications by January at the latest.  Based on previous rounds of the 
programme, the assessment process takes a number of months to complete so I expect that the 
actual grant allocations under the new round will be made some time during Summer 2017.

02/11/2016WRA04400Sports Capital Programme

02/11/2016WRA0450026. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
the sports capital programme will be open for applications in 2017; the amount he expects to 
be available under the programme in 2017; and when applicants should expect to be notified 
whether they are successful or not. [32767/16]

02/11/2016WRA04600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) is the Government’s primary vehicle to 
support the development of sports facilities and the purchase of sports equipment.  The most re-
cent rounds of the programme were in 2012, 2014 and 2015.

Following the conclusion of the 2017 Estimates discussions, a total of €52m has been pro-
vided for sports capital projects.  This will meet all existing commitments under previous rounds 
of the Sports Capital and Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme, and also allow for a new 
round of the of the Sports Capital Programme.  In this regard, the new round will be open for ap-
plications by January at the latest.  Based on previous rounds of the programme, the assessment 
process takes a number of months to complete so I expect that actual grant allocations will be 
made some time during Summer 2017.  We will be announcing more comprehensive details of 
the new round shortly.

02/11/2016WRA04700Departmental Funding

02/11/2016WRA0480027. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to release further funding in 2016 or 2017 in order that phase 2 of the national indoor 
arena can commence and be progressed; the outcome of his review of the cost benefit analysis 
submitted by Sport Ireland on the project; his views on a sports organisation’s (details supplied) 
postponement of its plans to continue in the project until certainty on the project is established, 
in view of the lack of funding that has been allocated for the project in the 2016 capital enve-
lope; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32674/16]

02/11/2016WRA04900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): Capital funding for 2016 has already been fully allocated and accordingly, there 
is no funding available to commence new projects this year.  The recent Estimates process for 
2017 did not result in funding being allocated to various worthwhile capital projects including 
phase 2 of the National Indoor Arena.  However, I believe that Phase 2 is a very important proj-
ect which deserves the Government’s support and the question of funding will be considered 
again in the context of the Mid Term Review of the Capital Plan as announced in the Budget.
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My Department has reviewed the Cost Benefit Analysis submitted by Sport Ireland for phase 
2 of the National Indoor Arena and has found that further work would be required on the Cost 
Benefit Analysis to ensure compliance with the Public Spending Code.  I will shortly be revert-
ing to Sport Ireland with detailed comments.

The Partnership Agreement in place between Sport Ireland and the organisation mentioned 
by the Deputy relates to the development of outdoor pitches for that sport, and is a matter for 
Sport Ireland and the organisation concerned.  I understand from Sport Ireland that the organi-
sation in question has indicated that it will not commence construction on the development of 
the outdoor pitches until there is clarity on the construction of Phase 2 of the National Indoor 
Arena.  While it is disappointing that the organisation is considering postponing the develop-
ment under the Partnership Agreement with Sport Ireland, it is not possible for me to consider 
approving the Phase 2 project in the absence of capital funding and a Cost Benefit Analysis for 
the project.

02/11/2016WRA05000Public Transport Provision

02/11/2016WRA0510028. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the way in 
which the budget allocation to his Department will allow for the needed expansion and provi-
sion of additional services and routes for the state’s bus and rail services; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [32791/16]

02/11/2016WRA05200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  Budget 2017 has al-
located an additional €31 million to public transport services (PSO and rural transport) when 
compared with this year’s allocation.

It is a statutory function of the National Transport Authority (NTA) under the Dublin Trans-
port Act 2008 to decide upon the exact allocation to each operator. The NTA is currently en-
gaged in discussions with the relevant operators as regards their allocation and the services that 
are to be provided in return for that allocation.

However, I expect next year’s additional money will provide for much needed improve-
ments to services such as -

- Rolling out 10 minute DART services;

-  Extending Kildare Line commuter rail services through the Phoenix Park Tunnel and into 
the heart of Dublin’s city centre;

-  Providing for additional services across the bus network;

-  Maintaining progress with the bus market opening competitions; and

-  Improved rural transport bus services.

As well as these service improvements Budget 2017 has also provided capital funding which 
will deliver improvements to our transport network and improve capacity across the network. 
These improvements include the continued progression of the City Centre Rail Re-signalling 
Programme and the continuation of the Luas Green Line Enhancement programme, both of 
which will facilitate increased capacity on the heavy and light rail networks respectively. Obvi-
ously next year will also see the completion of the Luas Cross City which will provide for a 
significant expansion of the light rail network in the city providing an additional 10m passenger 
journeys per annum.
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It is clear is that the increased funding I have made available for public transport next year 
will help the NTA and the operators to deliver improvements in our public transport services.

02/11/2016WRA05300Greenways Development

02/11/2016WRA0540029. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when he 
expects the proposed greenway from Dublin to Galway to be completed; his proposals to re-
solve issues that have arisen among parties along the Athlone to Galway section; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [32764/16]

02/11/2016WRA05500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  I refer the  Deputy 
to the response to Priority Question Ref. 33006 put down by Deputy Robert Troy on the same 
issue. 

02/11/2016WRA05600Sports Facilities Provision

02/11/2016WRA0570030. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on the municipal stadium model which has been successfully developed in Tallaght by South 
Dublin County Council; and if he will examine the possibility of helping to finance less affluent 
local authorities in other parts of the country develop similar schemes. [32789/16]

02/11/2016WRA05800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) is the Government’s primary vehicle to 
support the development of sports facilities and the purchase of sports equipment.  The SCP has 
transformed the sporting landscape of Ireland with improvements in the quality and quantity of 
sporting facilities in virtually every village, town, county and city in the country.  The facilities 
that were funded range from the smallest clubs to national centres of sporting excellence.

Tallaght Stadium received almost €8.5m in SCP funding, which represented more than two 
thirds of the total cost of the development.  It is a multi-use stadium which is owned and oper-
ated by South Dublin County Council.  Aside from football, Tallaght Stadium has also hosted 
other sports such as rugby, American football and archery and has conference facilities for 300 
people and a capacity of 20,000 as a concert venue.  I believe that developments like Tallaght 
Stadium offer a useful template for multi-use municipal facilities and I would be happy to ex-
amine similar proposals in the future subject to the overall funding available for sports capital 
projects.

In this regard, as was confirmed in the 2017 Estimates Statement, a new round of the Sports 
Capital Programme will be open for applications in the near future with the announcement of 
allocations expected in 2017.  We expect to announce more details in this regard shortly.

02/11/2016WRB00200Local Improvement Scheme

02/11/2016WRB0030031. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when a 
dedicated, separately funded local improvement scheme will be restored to county councils; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32672/16]

02/11/2016WRB00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Local Improve-
ment Scheme (LIS) provides funding for private roads and laneways, the maintenance and 
improvement of which is, in the first instance, a matter for the relevant landowner.  While the 
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LIS does not have a ring-fenced allocation at present, local authorities may use a proportion of 
State grant funding (15% of the Discretionary Grant) for LIS should they wish to do so.  In ad-
dition Councils can also provide monies from their own resources towards LIS.

While 2017 will see a modest increase in funding for roads, it will take some years yet un-
der the Capital Plan to restore “steady state” funding levels for regional and local roads.  The 
primary focus will have to continue to be on the maintenance and renewal of public roads.  I 
do, however, expect that local authorities will continue to be able to use a proportion of their 
Discretionary Grant for the local improvement scheme. 

In light of the provision in the Programme for Government indicating that, as the economy 
recovers, the Government will promote increased funding for Local Improvement Schemes, I 
will be raising the issue of increased funding in the context of the planned Review of the Capital 
Plan.

02/11/2016WRB00500Airport Development Projects

02/11/2016WRB0060032. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will meet 
with representatives from an organisation (details supplied) to fully understand their concerns 
and experience of the process thus far. [32772/16]

02/11/2016WRB00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the daa has statutory responsibility to manage, operate and develop Dublin Airport, 
including the North Runway project.  It is my understanding that the daa is holding regular 
information sessions in order to keep local communities and other stakeholders informed of 
progress on this project.

It is very important to me that a balance is struck in delivering an essential piece of infra-
structure that is in the national interest while also minimising the impacts on local communities 
and I have already met with a number of representative groups to hear their views.  I am there-
fore happy to meet with representatives from the organisation in question.  They may contact 
my private office in order to make arrangements for a meeting.

02/11/2016WRB00800National Mitigation Plan

02/11/2016WRB0090033. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he is sat-
isfied with the measures taken by his department to reduce emissions in the transport sector in 
line with Ireland’s EU climate obligations, particularly in view of the findings of the EPA which 
state that 29% of Ireland’s non-ETS emissions come from the transportation sector; his views 
on the recent review by the NTA and Irish Rail which found that an investment of €600 million 
in Iarnród Éireann is required in the next five years to keep it solvent; the measures his Depart-
ment is planning to address this need, in view of the importance of rail in reducing emissions; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32778/16]

02/11/2016WRB01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In order for Ireland to 
effectively and equitably contribute to the EU emissions reduction commitments, an ambitious 
low-carbon development strategy, the National Mitigation Plan, is currently being developed.

Specific focus is being placed on the sectoral areas of electricity generation, the built en-
vironment, agriculture and transport.  The responsibility for emissions reduction is, of course, 
a collective one and Ireland’s EU emission reduction targets are national and not sectoral in 
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nature.  When all sectoral inputs have been co-ordinated, the draft mitigation plan will be avail-
able for extensive public consultation before being submitted for approval to Government.

Transport will of course have to play a significant role on the national mitigation effort.  The 
measures under consideration for transport will be wide-ranging and will focus on modal shift, 
movement to alternative fuels and targeted behavioural change. To date, considerable progress 
has been achieved through measures aimed at promoting improved technologies such as the re-
balancing of Vehicle Registration Tax and Motor Taxation as well as the increase in the biofuel 
obligation rate.

In relation to the Rail Review, I will be bringing this to Government next week and will 
be arranging for its publication and public consultation shortly after.  Rail will play a role in 
reducing our transport emissions and the DART expansion programme is illustrative of its 
significance.  The first phase of the expansion programme will begin, with the extension of 
the DART line to Balbriggan.  The design and planning for the further phases, which include 
expansion of DART services to Maynooth in the west and Hazelhatch in the south west, will 
also be progressed.  The Dart Underground Project, which remains a key element of integrated 
transport for the Greater Dublin Area, will be redesigned to provide a lower cost technical solu-
tion, whilst retaining the required rail connectivity.

The National Transport Authority in collaboration with Irish Rail has commenced work on 
the pre-planning stages of the DART Expansion Programme.  A project team is being estab-
lished and will develop a programme of work that can be delivered on an incremental basis in 
line with available funding. Subject to availability of funding and approval of the business case 
for the project, it is envisaged that the Balbriggan Dart extension would commence in 2020.

02/11/2016WRB01100Bus Services

02/11/2016WRB0120034. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
ensure that any privatisation of the public transport network, required under EU rules, should be 
contingent on maintaining disability access on these routes or providing disability access where 
none exists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32782/16]

02/11/2016WRB01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  Under the Dublin 
Transport Authority Act 2008 it is a statutory function of the National Transport Authority 
(NTA) to determine the appropriate mix of directly awarded and competitively tendered bus 
services.  In line with its statutory authority, and following a public consultation process, the 
NTA announced in December 2013 that some 10% of routes currently operated by Dublin Bus 
and by Bus Éireann under their Direct Award contracts with the NTA would be subject to com-
petitive tendering.

It is incorrect to describe competitive tendering as privatisation as nothing is being sold, 
services are not being deregulated and control remains with the NTA.  The tendering process 
will allow the State capture potential benefits as regards value for money in terms of the use of 
taxpayers’ money in securing the provision of public transport passenger services.

The tendering processes in respect of these competitions are on-going and the NTA expect 
to announce the successful operators in 2017.  The NTA will then enter into public transport 
services contracts with the successful operators and will apply the same level of control of 
tendered routes as it does to the routes which are at present operated by Dublin Bus and Bus 
Éireann under their contracts with the NTA.

The NTA will continue to determine routes, schedules, vehicle types and standards, fares 
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and the customer service requirements, including accessibility standards in respect of the bus 
services to be provided by the successful tenderers so that quality standards can be safeguarded.

02/11/2016WRB01400Road Projects Status

02/11/2016WRB0150035. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the status of the A5 in view of Brexit and on his recent engagement with his Northern Ireland 
counterparts in respect of this; the total funding commitment made by the Government for the 
project; the total funding commitment made by the Northern Ireland Government; when he 
expects the A5 to be completed; the status of the funding which was allocated under the St. 
Andrew’s agreement; if it is still available for the A5 project; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [32793/16]

02/11/2016WRB01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The planning and 
implementation of the A5 project is the responsibility of the Northern Ireland authorities.  As 
the Deputy is aware the Stormont House Agreement and Implementation Plan - A Fresh Start 
reaffirmed the Government’s commitment to provide funding of £50 million for the A5 project 
and committed an additional £25 million to ensure that Phase 1 of the project (Newbuildings to 
north of Strabane) can commence as soon as the necessary planning issues have been resolved 
by the Northern Ireland authorities.  Under the Agreement it is envisaged that construction of 
Phase 1 of the A5 will start in 2017 with a view to completion in 2019.  In keeping with the 
revised project timeline, the Government funding is to be provided in three tranches of £25 mil-
lion in the years 2017, 2018 and 2019 respectively.

The commitments in the Fresh Start Implementation Plan were discussed at the North South 
Ministerial Council (NSMC) Plenary meeting held on 4 July.  The Council noted a progress 
report from Senior Officials from relevant Departments in both jurisdictions which addressed 
the Fresh Start commitments, including work on the A5.  It was also noted that the group of 
Senior Officials will continue to meet regularly to maintain a strategic overview of the projects 
and commitments set out in the Fresh Start Implementation Plan and to explore funding op-
portunities for economic and infrastructural investment.  A further update on the Fresh Start 
commitments will be brought to the next NSMC Plenary meeting which I understand is due to 
take place before the end of the year.

02/11/2016WRB01700Driver Test Centres

02/11/2016WRB0180036. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his plans to reinstate the national driver licence centre in the Carndonagh public services, Carn-
donagh, County Donegal in view of the fact that it is an hour’s drive for many Inishowen resi-
dents to Letterkenny; if not, the reason for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32792/16]

02/11/2016WRB01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The operation of the 
National Driver Licensing Service is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority, 
and I have no role in these matters.

I have therefore referred the Question to the Authority for direct reply.

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.
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02/11/2016WRB02000Road Projects Status

02/11/2016WRB0210037. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps, 
particularly in respect of funding, he plans to take to progress the Narrow Water Bridge project; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32795/16]

02/11/2016WRB02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  Under the Fresh 
Start Agreement, the Northern Ireland Executive and the Government agreed to undertake a 
review of the proposed Narrow Water Bridge project with a view to identifying options for its 
future development, for consideration by the North South Ministerial Council (NSMC).

The commitments in the Fresh Start Implementation Plan were discussed at the North South 
Ministerial Council (NSMC) Plenary meeting held on 4 July this year.  The Council noted a 
progress report from  Senior Officials from relevant Departments in both jurisdictions which 
addressed the Fresh Start commitments, including the proposed Narrow Water Bridge.  It was 
also noted that the group of Senior Officials will continue to meet regularly to maintain a stra-
tegic overview of the projects and commitments set out in the Fresh Start Implementation Plan 
and to explore funding opportunities for economic and infrastructural investment.  A further 
update on the Fresh Start commitments will be brought to the next NSMC Plenary meeting.

02/11/2016WRB02300Road Projects Status

02/11/2016WRB0240038. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans for 
the inclusion of the M20 motorway between Limerick and Cork to be included in the Govern-
ment’s forthcoming capital plan review; and his views on whether this road project is a national 
priority. [32673/16]

02/11/2016WRB02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual national 
road projects is a matter for the Transport Infrastructure Ireland (formerly known as the NRA) 
under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within 
its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first 
instance for TII in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform indicated in his budget speech that, in light 
of economic growth, he is bringing forward the Capital Plan review.  While there is a strong 
case for additional funding for the transport sector, my Department’s submission to the review 
will depend on the parameters set by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform and ac-
cordingly I cannot say at this stage what priority can be given to a particular project.

02/11/2016WRB02600Tourism Project Funding

02/11/2016WRB0270039. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the prog-
ress being made in developing the lakelands initiative; if he has committed funding to the proj-
ect in 2017; and when he expects the project to be completed. [32765/16]

02/11/2016WRB02800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies in the area of national tourism 
policy.  It is not directly involved in the development or management of individual tourism 
projects such as the Lakelands initiative, which is an operational matter for the Board and Man-
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agement of Fáilte Ireland.

Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for their direct reply.  If 
the Deputy has not received a reply within ten working days, please contact my private office. 

02/11/2016WRB02900Airport Development Projects

02/11/2016WRB0300040. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps he 
has taken to deal with repeated claims from communities all across north Dublin affected by the 
new major runway that the daa consultation process is inadequate and that their views are not 
being taken on board, particularly in respect of the communities in or adjoining the areas where 
the noise impact will be so severe that they are affected by a buyout scheme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [32770/16]

02/11/2016WRB03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy will be 
aware, daa has statutory responsibility to manage, operate and develop Dublin Airport, includ-
ing the North Runway project which I have welcomed as an essential piece of infrastructure that 
is in the national interest.

I understand that daa are continuing to engage with local communities on the North Run-
way project and have held a number of meetings with representative groups and individuals 
since the company announced that it was proceeding with the runway project in April. daa have 
stated their willingness, which I obviously have encouraged, to provide briefings to groups or 
individuals on request.  In this context, daa have engaged in an extensive information campaign 
including tailored door-to-door leaflet drops, newsletters, videos, information workshops, and 
has hosted large-scale information days in the area.  A dedicated website and a free-phone num-
ber for the project have also been established.

In particular, daa have recently consulted with the local community on the ‘Proposal to 
Change Permitted Operations’ regarding their stated intention to seek to change two of the 
conditions attached to the planning permission for the runway.  As part of this process, public 
information days were held in June/July to discuss the approach and the contents of the Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement (EIS) Scoping Document.  Further information and consultation 
events took place last week to provide an update on the EIS process and to assist in selecting 
between emerging options for future flight paths.

A detailed report on the feedback received following the first public consultation is available 
on the North Runway website.  All of the responses that emerged from this consultation with 
stakeholders are now being reviewed and considered in finalising the assessment methodology 
and content of the EIS.

All of these initiatives are in addition to daa’s ongoing engagement on mitigation measures, 
including a home sound insulation scheme and a voluntary dwelling purchase scheme, which 
are required as part of the planning permission for Runway North.

Also, on 22 September 2016, I published a policy statement about new arrangements that 
I intend to put in place in relation to determining what operating restrictions are appropriate at 
Dublin Airport.  These arrangements will ensure that the concerns of residents in the area are 
given due consideration.

02/11/2016WRB03200Public Transport Provision
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02/11/2016WRB0330041. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans for 
the expansion of the public transport network to cope with increasing volumes of passengers in 
all three companies, Irish Rail, Dublin Bus and Bus Éireann. [32790/16]

02/11/2016WRB03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): There are a significant 
number of projects underway and planned to increase capacity on our public transport network.

In the near future projects such as the reopening of the Phoenix Park Tunnel, Luas Cross 
City and 10 minute DART will help manage the increasing demand on the light rail and heavy 
rail networks in the Greater Dublin Area.  Works have recently been completed on the Phoenix 
Park Tunnel which will see several new services operate from Newbridge and Hazelhatch to 
Grand Canal Dock at peak times on weekdays.  The Luas Cross City project will commence op-
eration before the end of 2017 and will provide for an estimated 10 million additional journeys 
per annum on the Luas network.  Capacity of the Luas Green Line is also being increased in or-
der to accommodate the continued passenger growth.  Other projects that are being progressed 
that will improve capacity on the rail network in Dublin and nationally include the City Centre 
Re-signalling Programme and the construction of a new Central Traffic Control Centre for the 
commuter and intercity rail network.

Funding is also being provided under the Capital Plan for replacement and expansion of the 
PSO fleet in the Dublin region and in Bus Eireann, and for the development or upgrading of 
QBCs in both the GDA and in the regional cities. 

The largest single project that will proceed during the lifetime of the Capital Plan will be the 
new Metro link in Dublin (New Metro North) which will serve the growing population along 
the Swords/Airport/City Centre corridor.

It is proposed that a mid-term review of the Capital Plan will be carried out in 2017 and I am 
determined to make the case for public transport investment to be both increased and acceler-
ated as a result of that review in order to address our growing transport needs. 

02/11/2016WRB03500Sports Capital Programme Data

02/11/2016WRB0360042. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount allocated to the sports grants for 2017; the groups and clubs which received funding; 
the amount they received under the sports grant scheme for 2015 in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [32796/16]

02/11/2016WRB03700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan):  Following the conclusion of the 2017 Estimates discussions, a total of €52m has 
been provided for sports capital projects.  This will meet all existing commitments under pre-
vious rounds of the Sports Capital and Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme, commit-
ments to Pairc Ui Chaoimh, the Kerry Sports Academy at IT Tralee and existing commitments 
relating to the development of the National Sports Campus.

As was confirmed in the 2017 Estimates Statement, it will also allow for a new round of the 
Sports Capital Programme to be opened with the announcement of allocations expected later 
in 2017.

In relation to the 2015 Sports Capital Programme, a total of €45m was allocated and details 
of all allocations are available on www.dttas.ie  . 
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02/11/2016WRB03800Rail Network

02/11/2016WRB0390043. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will publish a report (details supplied) compiled by the National Transport Authority and Irish 
Rail regarding the financial sustainability of Irish Rail; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [32761/16]

02/11/2016WRB04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  I refer the Deputy 
to my reply to Priority Question No 1 (Reference no. 33004) on this matter which I answered 
earlier today.

02/11/2016WRB04100Industrial Disputes

02/11/2016WRB0420044. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views on 
plans by Bus Éireann to cut workers’ pay and terms and conditions and subcontract Expressway 
routes to make €7 million in savings; his involvement in resolving this dispute; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [32774/16]

02/11/2016WRB04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As discussed at my 
recent meeting with the Joint Oireachtas Committee I am aware that Bus Éireann is considering 
options designed to address its significant financial losses which result from its commercial Ex-
pressway service.  The formulation and progression of those plans are a matter for Bus Éireann.

I have been consistently clear since assuming office that issues relating to pay and condi-
tions in any particular State owned company under my Department’s aegis are a matter for 
discussion and agreement between the employer and the employees.

The Deputy is aware that Bus Éireann has engaged consultants to independently review the 
options available to it as it seeks to address these aforementioned losses.  That process is ongo-
ing.

In addition the Deputy is also aware that the Company has indicated its desire to discuss the 
Expressway issue with trade unions.  I am firmly of the belief that difficult issues such as this 
can only be resolved through open, constructive and realistic engagement between the company 
and its employees.

02/11/2016WRB04400Road Projects Status

02/11/2016WRB0450045. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps 
he will take to ensure the A5 motorway from Dublin to Derry will be realised; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [32797/16]

02/11/2016WRB04600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The planning and 
implementation of the A5 project is the responsibility of the Northern Ireland authorities.  As 
the Deputy is aware the Stormont House Agreement and Implementation Plan - A Fresh Start 
reaffirmed the Government’s commitment to provide funding of £50 million for the A5 project 
and committed an additional £25 million to ensure that Phase 1 of the project (New buildings to 
north of Strabane) can commence as soon as the necessary planning issues have been resolved 
by the Northern Ireland authorities.  Under the Agreement it is envisaged that construction of 
Phase 1 of the A5 will start in 2017 with a view to completion in 2019. In keeping with the 
revised project timeline, the Government funding is to be provided in three tranches of £25 mil-
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lion in the years 2017, 2018 and 2019 respectively.

 The commitments in the Fresh Start Implementation Plan were discussed at the North 
South Ministerial Council (NSMC) meeting held on 4 July.  The Council noted a progress re-
port from Senior Officials from relevant Departments in both jurisdictions which addressed the 
Fresh Start commitments, including work on the A5.  It was also noted that the group of Senior 
Officials will continue to meet regularly to maintain a strategic overview of the projects and 
commitments set out in the Fresh Start Implementation Plan and to explore funding opportuni-
ties for economic and infrastructural investment.  A further update on the Fresh Start commit-
ments will be brought to the next NSMC Plenary meeting.

02/11/2016WRB04700Sports Funding

02/11/2016WRB0480046. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the rea-
soning behind the cut in the voted capital funding for sports and recreation services in budget 
2017; and the agencies or initiatives that will have their budget reduced in 2017 as a result of 
this cut. [32766/16]

02/11/2016WRB04900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan):  There is a reduction in the 2017 Budget Estimate capital allocation for 
sport when compared to the 2016 capital allocation.  This is mainly due to a reduction in Sport 
Ireland’s capital allocation for the development of the National Sports Campus and reflects 
the fact that construction of Phase I of the National Indoor Arena is scheduled for completion 
in December 2016.  Approximately €22m was allocated for this project in 2016, which is not 
required in 2017 due to completion of the project this year.

As a result of the Budget, a total of €52m is being provided in capital funding for sport in 
2017.  This will meet existing commitments under previous rounds of the Sports Capital Pro-
gramme, commitments to Pairc Ui Chaoimh, the Kerry Sports Academy at IT Tralee, existing 
commitments relating to the development of the National Sports Campus and under the Local 
Authority Swimming Pools Programme.  As was confirmed in the 2017 Estimates Statement, it 
will also allow for a new round of the Sports Capital Programme to be opened for applications 
shortly, with the announcement of allocations expected in 2017.

02/11/2016WRB05000Disability Services Provision

02/11/2016WRB0510047. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
develop and implement a solution to the mind the gap issue on Irish trains in order to allow 
wheelchair users to get off and on trains at all stops throughout Ireland; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [32785/16]

02/11/2016WRB05200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Accessibility features 
are built into all new public transport investment projects from the design stage.  As a very 
new component of Ireland’s rail infrastructure, the entire Luas system has been designed to en-
able full accessibility.  By contrast, however, Ireland’s heavy rail network is considerably older 
and, while new facilities on the network are built to modern accessibility standards, it is tech-
nically much more difficult and more expensive to retrofit or upgrade the existing infrastruc-
ture and rolling stock, so alternative arrangements may be necessary to facilitate access by all.

The design of platforms and the type of rolling stock used on the heavy rail network are op-
erational matters for Iarnród Éireann.  I am informed by the company that due to different types 
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of trains in use on the network and the operational need for non-stop train services to pass 
through stations at speed, it is not possible to build out platforms (to facilitate easier wheelchair 
access between platform and train) without compromising safety standards on the railway by 
causing an increased risk of contact by moving trains with the platforms. For this reason, the 
company considers that the current practice of staff assisting boarding passengers, with ramps 
where necessary, is the best solution currently available.

To enable this, it is Iarnród Éireann’s policy to have a portable wheelchair ramp at all sta-
tions, and portable wheelchair ramps are also located on board InterCity trains.  A member of 
staff is required to safely deploy the ramp for use from either the station or train.  The only 
alternative to the use of portable ramps is for electric ramps to be permanently fitted on board 
trains;  but the company has explained that, due to their complexity, electric ramps cannot 
be retro-fitted on to existing rolling stock on the Iarnród Éireann network.  It is intended that 
all purchases of new rolling stock will incorporate, where feasible, new technological advances 
in wheelchair assistance. 

In relation to stations, I understand that at least 84 out of the 143 railway stations on the 
Iarnród Éireann network have received accessibility upgrades or were constructed new to ac-
cessibility standards.  Some lightly used stations may not be fully upgraded and instead, pas-
sengers with mobility and sensory impairments within the catchment area of those stations will 
continue to be facilitated by Iarnród Éireann through the provision of a taxi or hackney to the 
nearest accessible station;  this is arranged at a local level.

02/11/2016WRB05300Fishing Vessel Safety

02/11/2016WRB0540048. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
introduce legislation to enforce a safety regime in fishing vessels whereby only Bord Iascaigh 
Mhara safety cards will be deemed acceptable from any fishing crew following a response is-
sued to a representative from the International Transport Federation by a representative from 
the Marine Survey Office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32203/16]

02/11/2016WRB05500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  There is already a 
safety regime in place with regard to basic safety training for all fishers, namely the Fish-
ing Vessels (Basic Safety Training) Regulations of 2001 (S.I. No. 587 of 2001), under which 
such training is mandatory.  Fishers who undergo this training can apply for a Commercial Fish-
ing Training Record Book from BIM.

BIM supply this training at their regional centres, and it is also open to other training pro-
viders to provide the training subject, of course, to meeting the required standards. The Regula-
tions also permit the recognition of basic safety training undertaken in other States, provided 
the Marine Survey Office of my Department is satisfied that the training is equivalent  to train-
ing required in Ireland for fishing vessel officer certificates of competency, under the Fishing 
Vessels (Certification of Deck Officers and Engineer Officers) Regulations of 1988 (S.I. 289 
of 1988).  Those with such training are also able to apply for a Commercial Fishing Training 
Record Book from BIM, following verification by an authorised BIM official.

The mutual recognition of qualifications is in line with our obligations under the relevant 
IMO International Conventions as well as the relevant European Union provisions.

The objective of the safety regime is that fishers will have the required safety training and 
that the safety training will meet the required standards.  There is no reason to restrict the provi-
sion of such safety training to any particular course provider and indeed to do so could impact 
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on the availability of training.  Fishers from other EU Member States who hold the appropriate 
basic safety training certification from an EU State are also entitled to work on Irish flagged 
fishing vessels.

  Questions Nos 49 to 56, inclusive, resubmitted.

02/11/2016WRC00150Garda Operations

02/11/2016WRC0020057. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of fishing vessels that were raided by various Departments and agencies and the port 
in which they were berthed on 5 October 2016 and for an unknown number of days thereafter. 
[32570/16]

02/11/2016WRC0030058. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of undocumented fishermen that were identified on fishing vessels which were raided 
by various Departments and agencies on 5 October 2016 and for an unknown number of days 
thereafter. [32571/16]

02/11/2016WRC0040059. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
planned follow-up actions she will take with regard to the employers concerned and the un-
documented fishermen identified during raids on 5 October 2016 and an unknown number of 
days thereafter. [32572/16]

02/11/2016WRC0050060. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
reason that when fishing vessels were raided on 5 October 2016 by various Departments and 
agencies it was necessary to involve armed gardaí and dogs in the searches. [32573/16]

02/11/2016WRC0060061. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
reason it was necessary to seal off the harbours at Castletownbere and Howth during raids on 
fishing vessels on 5 October 2016, and for an unknown number of days thereafter, by various 
Departments and agencies. [32574/16]

02/11/2016WRC00700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 57 to 61, inclusive, together.

In the time available it has not been possible for the Garda authorities to supply all of the 
information requested by the Deputy; I have included substantial information in my response, 
and will endeavour to provide further information to the Deputy in due course as soon as it is 
to hand.

As the Deputy is aware, a Day of Action under ‘Operation Egg Shell’ took place on Wednes-
day 5 October concentrating on the ports of Castletownbere and Howth. I am informed by An 
Garda Síochána that 

“Operation Egg Shell” was carried out as part of the “North Atlantic Maritime Project”, 
of the Santa Marta Group. The Santa Marta Group is a global alliance of international Police 
Chiefs and Bishops working together with Civil Society to eradicate human trafficking and 
modern day slavery. Within this Group, Ireland has agreed to lead in the North Atlantic Fish-
eries Project with the United Kingdom, Spain and Portugal, to prevent human trafficking and 
labour exploitation in the fisheries industry in the North Atlantic.

The Day of Action was co-ordinated by An Garda Síochána, the Revenue Commissioners, 
the Workplace Relations Commission Inspectorate, the Irish Navy and the Sea Fisheries Protec-
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tion Authority. Specially trained officers from the Human Trafficking Investigation and Coor-
dination Unit of the Garda National Protective Services Bureau were involved in operations at 
both Castletownbere and Howth. These officers focused on finding people who demonstrated 
any indicators of human trafficking, particularly crew members of fishing vessels. Further ob-
jectives included:

- Identifying offences under the Atypical Work Permit Scheme for non-EEA crew in the 
Irish fishing fleet,

- Breaches of employment legislation,

- Immigration offences,

- Breaches of tax/revenue and customs offences,

- To apprehend suspects in the commission and/or the attempted commission of offences 
above and fully investigate, detect and prosecute (where possible) any offences outstanding 
against these suspects and groups, and

- Identify and support any suspected victims of human trafficking that might be found. 

I am further informed by An Garda Síochána that inspections were carried out on 41 fish-
ing vessels, 22 in Castletownbere, 16 in Howth, and three offshore inspections. Inspections at 
port were led by the Workplace Relations Commission Inspectorate, under Section 27 of the 
Workplace Relations Act 2015, accompanied and assisted by Gardaí and Revenue and Customs 
officials. The naval service carried out the offshore inspections.  

No evidence of human trafficking or labour exploitation was found in any location. A num-
ber of suspected breaches of the atypical work permit scheme for non-EEA crew, were detected, 
as well as other suspected breaches of employment law, immigration law and tax offences. Both 
the Workplace Relations Commission and the Garda National Immigration Bureau are follow-
ing up in relation to these suspected breaches. I am informed by An Garda Síochána that their 
approach and that of partner agencies was non-confrontational and geared towards seeking the 
cooperation of those encountered; no incidents were reported at any location. 

The prevention and detection of human trafficking in all its forms and the protection of its 
victims has been a policing priority for An Garda Síochána for the past number of years and it 
remains a priority in 2016.

02/11/2016WRC00750Services for People with Disabilities

02/11/2016WRC0080062. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
will confirm, in view of the Assisted Decision Making (Capacity) Act 2015, whether the parents 
and legal guardians of persons residing in St. Mary of the Angels, Beaufort, County Kerry, will 
continue to have the right to make decisions on the accommodation of these persons; her views 
on whether any of the proposed provisions of the Bill could impact on those rights; and her 
views on whether the State or any other agency is assuming the legal rights of residents who are 
18 years of age or over. [32822/16]

02/11/2016WRC00900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy is aware, Members of the Government are not officially responsible to the Dáil for 
interpreting or stating the law, and therefore it would not be appropriate for me to comment or 
advise in relation to this individual case.
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However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I can say that the primary aim of the 
Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 is to put in place a new legislative framework 
to support persons with capacity difficulties, including those with intellectual disabilities, in a 
manner that is compliant with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  
One of the key requirements of the UN Convention is that persons with capacity difficulties 
should be enabled to exercise decision-making autonomy.  Consequently, the starting point in 
the Act is one of enabling persons with capacity difficulties to take their own decisions to the 
greatest extent possible.  Where they are unable to take decisions themselves, the Act provides 
for a series of decision-making supports.  However, the priority remains one of ensuring that the 
person’s will and preferences are respected as far as possible.

While I recognise the fundamental and critical role of parents, siblings and other relatives 
in relation to the day-to-day lives of many people who need assistance in exercising their legal 
capacity, the focus of the Act is on enabling persons to make their own decisions, including 
choosing whom they wish to support them in the decision-making process.  However, where 
persons with capacity difficulties are unable to take decisions themselves, it is likely that, in 
many cases, family members will be centrally involved in the decision-making support options 
available under the Act.  Under the co-decision-making option in particular, where decisions 
are made jointly by the person with capacity difficulties and by the co-decision-maker, it is 
anticipated that the co-decision-maker will often be a family member as it is a requirement of 
this support option that the co-decision-maker should know the person and understand his or 
her will and preferences.  It will also be possible for a family member to apply to the court to be 
appointed as a decision-making representative for a person with capacity difficulties where that 
person lacks decision-making capacity.  The Act, in setting out guiding principles and the scope 
and level of intervention, will be of considerable help to persons with decision-making capacity 
difficulties and their supportive families.  In addition, the Decision Support Service, which is to 
be set up within the Mental Health Commission, will be able to provide advice and support to 
persons with capacity difficulties and the families who help them. 

Commencement of the Act is being carried out on a phased basis.  New administrative pro-
cesses and support measures, including the setting up of the Decision Support Service within 
the Mental Health Commission (which is a body under the Department of Health), must be put 
in place before the substantive provisions of the legislation come into force.  Careful planning 
and groundwork, and not just funding, has to be put in place to ensure that the commencement 
of the Act is correctly, appropriately and effectively handled.  My Department is working care-
fully on this at present in consultation with the Department of Health and the Mental Health 
Commission.  A high-level Steering Group comprised of senior officials from my Department, 
the Department of Health and the Mental Health Commission is overseeing the establishment 
and commissioning of the Decision Support Service.

02/11/2016WRC00950Deportation Orders

02/11/2016WRC0100063. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
status of an asylum application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [32542/16]

02/11/2016WRC01100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
person concerned is the subject of a Deportation Order made on 20 October 2010. The Depor-
tation Order requires the person to remove themselves from the State and remain outside the 
State.
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Representations were received from the person’s legal representative, to request the Minis-
ter to use her discretion, pursuant to Section 3 (11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), 
to revoke the Deportation Order.  The Deputy might wish to note that any such decision will 
be to ‘affirm’ or to ‘revoke’ the existing Deportation Order.  In the meantime, the Deportation 
Order remains valid and in place. 

An application for readmittance to the Protection process under Section 17(7) of the Refu-
gee Act 1996, as amended was received and is currently being processed.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to the INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail 
facility which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
cases where the response from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

02/11/2016WRC01150Immigration Controls

02/11/2016WRC0120064. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
total number of persons refused leave to land at approved ports of entry to the State in 2015 and 
to date in 2016; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [32520/16]

02/11/2016WRC0130065. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of persons refused leave to land at approved ports of entry to the State from Iraq, Ye-
men, Syria, Libya, Iran and Eritrea from 2015 and to date in 2016; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [32521/16]

02/11/2016WRC0140066. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of persons denied entry at Dublin, Rosslare and Dún Laoghaire ports and Cork, Shan-
non and Dublin airports from 2015 onwards; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[32522/16]

02/11/2016WRC0150067. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of persons refused leave to land here who were subsequently allowed to enter as asylum 
seekers in 2015 and to date in 2016; if she will provide a breakdown by nationality; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [32523/16]

02/11/2016WRC01600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 64 to 67, inclusive, together.

I am advised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department 
that a total of 3,680 non-nationals were refused permission to enter the State at approved ports 
of entry pursuant to Section 4(3) of the Immigration Act 2004 (as amended) in the period 1 
January 2015 to 31 December 2015.  This figure includes 290 persons who were subsequently 
permitted to enter the State having made an application for refugee status pursuant to the Refu-
gee Act 1996 (as amended).  The corresponding figures for the period 1 January 2016 to 30 
September 2016 are 3,036 and 267 respectively.

In the period 1 January 2015 to 31 December 2015, a total of 170 non-nationals from Iraq, 
Yemen, Syria, Libya, Iran and Eritrea were refused permission to enter the State at approved 
ports of entry pursuant to Section 4(3) of the Immigration Act 2004 (as amended).  The corre-
sponding figure for the period 1 January 2016 to 30 September 2016, was 115 persons.  These 
persons did not travel directly to the State from their country of origin and, where it arose, 
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would be returned to their point of embarkation for the State - predominantly other EU member 
States.

In the period, 1 January 2015 to 30 September 2016, a total of 5,946 non-nationals were 
refused permission to enter the State at Dublin, Rosslare and Dun Laoghaire ports and Cork, 
Shannon and Dublin Airports pursuant to Section 4(3) of the Immigration Act 2004 (as amend-
ed). 

There are in total eleven grounds on which an immigration officer may refuse to give a 
permission to enter the State and these are set out at Section 4 (3) of the Immigration Act 2004. 
While a person may be refused permission to enter the State based on a number of grounds, 
such refusal need only be based on any one of those grounds.  Immigration officers are required 
to provide a refused person with a written notice setting out the reasons for such a decision.

In all cases, removals from the State, are conducted in accordance with the law.  Remov-
als are essentially operational matters for the Garda National Immigration Bureau who work 
closely with officials of my Department in arranging where necessary travel documents and 
other papers required.

It should be noted that information on numbers refused permission to enter the State may 
be subject to revision over time where individual cases are examined further and the status of 
some cases may change.

In relation to those persons who were subsequently admitted to the Refugee status process, 
I do not propose to disaggregate these figures further as I have a legal obligation to protect the 
identify of all asylum seekers in accordance with the Refugee Act.

02/11/2016WRC01650Temporary Travel Documentation

02/11/2016WRC0170068. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
reason a temporary travel document cannot be issued to a person (details supplied). [32545/16]

02/11/2016WRC01800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
person concerned submitted an application for an Irish Travel Document which was received 
by the Travel Document Section on 21 September 2016.  This application and supporting docu-
mentation was fully considered and the person concerned was issued with a detailed decision 
by letter of 11 October 2016. 

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to the INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail 
facility which has been specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
cases where the response from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

02/11/2016WRC01850Probate Applications

02/11/2016WRC0190069. Deputy John Lahart asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the av-
erage waiting time for a probate application to be processed in Dublin; her views on whether 
there is an insufficient number of staff processing applications in the Dublin Probate Office; 
her views on whether an investment in temporary staff at these offices would help alleviate the 
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housing crisis as it would result in fewer properties lying empty; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [32562/16]

02/11/2016WRC02000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Pro-
bate Office is an office of the High Court and management of the courts is the responsibility of 
the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions under the Courts Service 
Act 1998.

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that the current waiting time for Grants of Representation is 16 
weeks for applications lodged by a solicitor and 24 weeks for personal applications.  

All applications for Grants of Representation in deceased persons’ estates are made on foot 
of a number of mandatory legal documents which must be furnished by the applicants and these 
require detailed checking by the Probate Office to ensure that the estate of the deceased person 
is administered correctly and in accordance with the law.  All applications are assessed on the 
basis of the date on which they are lodged, an approach which provides fairness and equity to 
all applicants.  Priority can only be given to probate applications where it is considered that 
extenuating circumstances so warrant.  In such circumstances it is open to applicants to bring 
the matter to the attention of the Probate Office.

The backlogs in the probate system are a cause for concern and a review of the probate 
system is being carried out at present.  It is anticipated that a report with recommendations 
for the modernisation of the process will be presented to the Senior Management Team of the 
Courts Service and to the Courts Service Board for their consideration by the end of 2016.  In 
the meantime, the Courts Service is assigning an additional permanent member of staff to the 
Probate Office to assist in dealing with the high volume of work of the Office.  The Courts Ser-
vice have advised that the provision of temporary staff to the Probate Office is not the solution 
as the examination of probate applications requires a thorough legal examination of documents 
and that it would take a new staff member a period of at least six months to acquire a satisfac-
tory knowledge in this area.

02/11/2016WRC02050Garda Investigations

02/11/2016WRC0210070. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the status of the work of the Garda review team currently working on the investigation of the 
disappearance of a person (details supplied). [32541/16]

02/11/2016WRC02200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Dep-
uty will appreciate that management of particular Garda investigations are matters in the first 
instance for the Garda authorities and I have no direct role in this regard.  I can, however, as-
sure the Deputy that I am aware of the various concerns which have been raised about the case 
referred to.

I am advised that the Garda investigation in relation to the case referred to is ongoing and 
that the Garda Commissioner has requested the Serious Crime Review Team (SCRT) to ex-
amine the case, as a matter of priority, ensuring that all avenues of enquiry are fully explored 
and addressed.  I expect to receive a further update from the Garda authorities after the SCRT 
completes its examination. 

In this context, the Deputy will appreciate that it would not be appropriate for me to make 
any more detailed comment at this time.
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02/11/2016WRC02250Immigration Status

02/11/2016WRC0230071. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the position on residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [32551/16]

02/11/2016WRC02400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am in-
formed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
person concerned made an application for a residence card, under the provisions of the Euro-
pean Communities (Free Movement of Persons) Regulations 2015 on 6 January 2016.

I understand that INIS wrote to the person concerned on 4 March 2016 seeking additional 
information and documentation it considered necessary to process this application.  To date no 
additional information and documentation has been received from the person concerned.  INIS 
expects to make a decision on this application shortly based on the information on file at that 
time.  The Deputy will appreciate that the onus is on the person concerned to provide the infor-
mation requested, as failure to provide same may have an adverse affect on the outcome of this 
application.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

02/11/2016WRC02450Legislative Programme

02/11/2016WRC0250072. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the date on which she plans to publish the criminal justice (corruption) Bill; the reason for the 
delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [32556/16]

02/11/2016WRC02600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Work on 
drafting of the Bill is at an advanced stage and it is hoped to be in a position to publish it in the 
coming weeks in line with the Government’s legislative programme.

02/11/2016WRC02650Garda Data

02/11/2016WRC0270073. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of personnel in the traffic corps as of 15 October 2016; the number of gardaí who 
have applied to the traffic corps in the years 2014, 2015 and to date in 2016; the number of these 
that were accepted; the future plans for strengthening the traffic corps; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [32585/16]

02/11/2016WRC02800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resourc-
es, including the Traffic Corps, among the various Garda Regions, Divisions and Districts, and I 
as Minister, I have no direct role in the matter. I am informed by the Garda authorities that, as of 
30 September 2016, the latest date which figures are readily available, the strength of the Traffic 
Corps stood at 688 members.  I am assured by the Garda Commissioner that Garda personnel 
assigned throughout the country, together with the overall policing arrangements and operation-
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al strategies are continually monitored and reviewed.  Such monitoring ensures that optimum 
use is made of resources and the best possible policing service is provided to the general public.

With regard to the number of Gardaí who have applied to the Traffic Corps in the years 
2014, 2015, and to date in 2016, and the number of applicants who were accepted, I have re-
quested this information from the Garda Commissioner and I will revert to the Deputy when it 
is to hand. 

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance 
to citizens and deter crime.  In furtherance of this I recently announced that the Government 
has approved my proposal for an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 com-
prising 15,000 Garda members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  In 2017, funding 
has been provided for the recruitment of 800 Garda recruits and up to 500 civilians to support 
the wide ranging reform plan in train in An Garda Síochána.  No doubt the Traffic Corps, like 
all Divisions and policing activities will benefit from this accelerated recruitment which is 
complemented by substantial investment in resources across the board for An Garda Síochána.  
This investment will support the delivery of An Garda Síochána’s Modernisation and Renewal 
Programme 2016-2021 which sets key strategic objectives for Roads Policing and will inform 
and guide An Garda Síochána’s road policing plans over the next 5 years.

Insofar as road traffic enforcement is concerned generally, An Garda Síochána’s Roads Po-
licing Operations Plan 2016 incorporates a programme of high visibility road safety and enforce-
ment operations, carried out in partnership with other state agencies, and is being implemented 
by each Regional Traffic Superintendent.  The focus of the Plan is on the most vulnerable road 
user categories of motor cyclists, pedal cyclists, pedestrians and learner permit holders.  Garda 
operations specifically target road use behaviour known to contribute significantly to collisions, 
including speeding, driving while intoxicated, and use of a mobile phone.

Road traffic legislation is also enforced as part of the day to day duties of members of An 
Garda Síochána.  Both targeted and general methods of enforcement have a valuable role to 
play in An Garda Síochána’s enforcement programme, which targets locations with a view to 
preventing the commission of offences, detecting errant motorists, changing their behaviour 
and ultimately reducing death and injuries on our roads.

02/11/2016WRC02850Road Traffic Legislation

02/11/2016WRC0290074. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if, following this Deputy’s Leaders’ Question on 19 October 2016 on the topic of road safety, 
she has met the Taoiseach to correct the Taoiseach’s statement (details supplied); if she has in-
formed the Taoiseach that this technology is not yet in use in Irish policing; if she has updated 
him on the outstanding problem with the wording of summonses allowing for prosecutions 
under section 22 of the 2002 Road Traffic Act; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[32586/16]

02/11/2016WRC03000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Dep-
uty will appreciate that in my capacity as Minister for Justice and Equality I have no direct 
involvement in the bringing of prosecutions, but am aware, of course, of the issues which arose 
in relation to the proceedings he has referred to.  I have informed the Taoiseach that An Garda 
Síochána is engaging with the prosecution authorities in relation to these issues, which I under-
stand are complex ones, and not necessarily related solely to the wording of summonses.  I am 
conscious that the Deputy has raised this matter on a number of occasions and I have asked An 
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Garda Síochána for an urgent report in this regard.  The Deputy will be aware that road traffic 
legislation is continually under review.

02/11/2016WRC03050Civil Legal Aid

02/11/2016WRC0310075. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if her 
Department will increase the income ceiling for those applying for free legal aid from the cur-
rent level of €18,000 per annum disposable income, as this prevents many low-income workers 
and those on low pensions and so on from qualifying. [32612/16]

02/11/2016WRC03200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Le-
gal Aid Board administers the civil legal aid scheme on foot of the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995 (as 
amended) and the Civil Legal Aid Regulations (1996 – 2016).  Applicants for civil legal aid are 
required to meet the financial eligibility criteria under section 29 of the Act.  The Board has a 
policy role in relation to the provision of civil legal aid and periodically brings proposals to my 
Department in relation to the financial eligibility and other criteria in relation to civil legal aid.  
I understand that the Legal Aid Board are to consider the criteria in 2017 and I will consider any 
proposal it may make in due course.

02/11/2016WRC03250Garda Investigations

02/11/2016WRC0330076. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if she will report on the current situation with regard to the investigations by An Garda Síochána 
and the Director of Public Prosecutions into the findings of the Flood and Mahon tribunals; 
the stage these investigations are at; when she expects decisions to be reached; if she has set a 
deadline for these decisions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [32595/16]

02/11/2016WRC0340077. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if she will report on the current situation with regard to investigations by An Garda Síochána 
and the Director of Public Prosecutions into the findings of the Moriarty tribunal; the stage 
these investigations are at; when she expects a decision to be reached; if she has set a deadline 
for this decision; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [32596/16]

02/11/2016WRC03500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 76 and 77 together.

The Deputy will appreciate that investigations into the matters referred to are properly dealt 
with by An Garda Síochána in the first instance and I, as Minister, have no role in relation to the 
conduct of particular Garda investigations. Similarly, the decision on whether or not to pros-
ecute in a particular case rests solely with the Director of Public Prosecutions, and it is not open 
to me intervene in this regard.

However, to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have sought an update from the Garda authori-
ties in relation to these matters and I will contact him again when a report is to hand.

02/11/2016WRD00150Garda Retirements

02/11/2016WRD0020078. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
her views on a matter (details supplied) regarding the retirement age of members of An Garda 
Síochána (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [32648/16]
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02/11/2016WRD00300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Retire-
ment of members of An Garda Síochána is governed by statutory provisions which set the man-
datory retirement age for all members at 60 years of age.  Members of An Garda Síochána who 
joined the organisation prior to 1 April 2004 may retire on full pension once they have served 
for at least 30 years and they have reached 50 years of age.  Members of An Garda Síochána 
who joined the organisation on or after 1 April 2004 may retire on full pension once they have 
served at least 30 years and have reached 55 years of age.  A member has the option of continu-
ing to serve until they reach 60 years of age, subject to the Garda Commissioner being satisfied 
that the member is fully competent and available to undertake, and fully capable of undertak-
ing, the duties of his or her position as a member of the Garda Síochána.  Where the member 
wishes to continue beyond the voluntary retirement age the Commissioner can require, at such 
intervals as the Commissioner considers appropriate, certification as to the health and fitness of 
the member concerned by a medical practitioner nominated by the Commissioner.  I have no 
plans to bring forward proposal for change in this area. 

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance to 
citizens and deter crime.  In furtherance of this I recently announced that the Government has 
approved my proposal for an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 compris-
ing 15,000 Garda members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  In 2017, funding has 
been provided for the recruitment of 800 Garda recruits and up to 500 civilians to support the 
wide ranging reform plan in train in An Garda Síochána.  Appointments will also be made to 
the Garda Reserve of approximately 300.

Taking account of projected retirements, reaching a strength of 15,000 will require some 
3,200 new Garda members to be recruited on a phased basis over the next four years in addi-
tion to the 1,200 that will have been recruited by the end of this year since the reopening of the 
Garda College in September 2014.  So far 534 recruits have attested as members of An Garda 
Síochána and are assigned to mainstream uniform duties nationwide.  Another 150 will attest 
later this month. 

In order to continue to ensure seamless ongoing recruitment I was very pleased to announce 
the commencement of a new recruitment campaign on 8 September.  The campaign is being 
organised by the Public Appointments Service on behalf of the Commissioner.  The existing 
recruitment campaign (launched last November) is ongoing and successful candidates will con-
tinue to be called from that campaign this year and into next year.  It is expected that successful 
candidates from the new campaign will enter the Garda College from mid-2017.

02/11/2016WRD00350Legislative Measures

02/11/2016WRD0040079. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
it is proposed that legislation establishing a new family law court will be introduced in the near 
future; and the extent to which legislation has been prepared within her Department. [32633/16]

02/11/2016WRD00500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Gov-
ernment is committed to significant reform of the courts, including the establishment of a fam-
ily law court structure that is streamlined, more efficient, and less costly.

My Department is working on a General Scheme of a Family Court Bill and will be engag-
ing in further consultation with relevant stakeholders in relation to the operational aspects of a 
new family court structure.  The General Scheme will be published following its approval by 
Government and will be subject to the usual pre-legislative scrutiny by the relevant Oireachtas 
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Committee.  

The Family Court Bill will aim to streamline family law court processes, clarify jurisdic-
tional issues and provide for a set of guiding principles to help ensure that the Family Court will 
operate in a user-friendly and efficient manner.  The intention is to establish a dedicated Family 
Court within the existing court structures.  The Family Court Bill will also support the proposals 
in the forthcoming Mediation Bill by encouraging greater use of alternative dispute resolution 
to assist in more timely resolution of family law cases. 

02/11/2016WRD00550Visa Applications

02/11/2016WRD0060080. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
expedite a visa application for a person (details supplied); her views on the delays associated 
with the application; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [32645/16]

02/11/2016WRD00700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the po-
sition remains as set out in my reply to PQ No.30 of 11th October, 2016, which is set out below.

“I am advised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department 
that, in response to a notification pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration 
Act 1999 (as amended), written representations have been submitted on behalf of the person 
concerned.

These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will 
be fully considered, under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 
5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement, in advance of a final 
decision being made.   

There are a large number of cases awaiting a decision under Section 3(6) of the Immigra-
tion Act 1999 on whether or not to make a deportation order; therefore it is not possible to 
expedite a particular case ahead of others unless there are exceptional and urgent reasons for 
doing so.  If the person concerned is currently in employment, they are doing so illegally.  It is 
an offence for a non-EEA national to work in the State without permission to do so.

  Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifi-
cally established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases 
to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions 
process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response 
from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.”

02/11/2016WRD00750Workplace Relations Commission

02/11/2016WRD0080081. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
equality ground of the nine equality grounds which would potentially cover an allegation that a 
landlord refused a person a tenancy on the grounds that the prospective tenant would be in re-
ceipt of rent supplement or other State rent subsidy schemes; and the number of such cases that 
have been brought before the WRC since refusal of a tenancy on grounds of rent supplement 
receipt was deemed illegal. [32664/16]

02/11/2016WRD00900Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): I 
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would refer the Deputy to the amendments to the Equal Status Act 2000 made by the Equality 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2015, which prohibit discrimination on the basis outlined in the 
Question as a stand-alone provision within the Equal Status Acts.  

I am informed by the Workplace Relations Commission that 40 complaint applications have 
been lodged since August 2016 under the Equal Status Acts in relation to the housing assistance 
ground.  Complaints under this category were not recorded separately prior to August pending 
a necessary software update.

02/11/2016WRD00950Valuation Office

02/11/2016WRD0100082. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality when 
the Valuation Office will commence a project (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [32688/16]

02/11/2016WRD01100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can in-
form the Deputy that the Valuation Office is currently undertaking a systematic programme of 
revaluing, for rates purposes, all industrial and commercial properties in the State.  The purpose 
of revaluation is to bring more equity, fairness and transparency into the local authority rating 
system and to distribute the commercial rates liability more equitably between ratepayers.  The 
immediate objective of the national revaluation programme is to ensure that the first revaluation 
of all rating authority areas in over 150 years is conducted as soon as possible.  Following the 
first revaluation, subsequent revaluations of each rating authority area will then be carried out 
on a cyclical basis no sooner than five years and no later than ten years after the first revaluation.  

Section 9(10) of the Valuation Act 2001 provides the Commissioner of Valuation is inde-
pendent in the performance of his functions and decisions with regard to the selection of rating 
authority areas for revaluation is his sole prerogative.  Section 19(1) of the Act empowers the 
Commissioner, after consultation with the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government and the rating authority concerned, to make a Valuation Order specifying a 
rating authority area over which a revaluation is to be conducted.  The revaluation programme 
which began with South Dublin, Fingal and Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council areas 
has also been rolled out to the Dublin City Council area, Waterford City and County Council 
area and Limerick City and County Council area.  Since November 2015, revaluation is current-
ly underway in the County Council areas of Kildare, Leitrim, Longford, Offaly, Roscommon, 
Sligo and Westmeath. Additionally, the second revaluation of South Dublin has commenced 
and statutory valuation orders were recently signed to signal the commencement of the revalu-
ation of Counties Carlow and Kilkenny.  The revaluation in these two County Council areas is 
being conducted on a pilot basis using external resources (outsourcing).  The enabling provision 
to adopt this approach was provided for in the Valuation (Amendment) Act 2015, the effect of 
which is to allow the Commissioner to contract out some of the revaluation work, in order to 
augment the in-house capacity of the Valuation Office. 

The Deputy will be aware that the Valuation (Amendment) Act 2015 has as its primary 
purpose the acceleration of the national revaluation programme.  It contains a number of mea-
sures in this regard. In addition to the outsourcing of part of the revaluation work, the Act also 
provided for the Commissioner to conduct a revaluation with the assistance of the occupiers 
of property using elements of self-assessment.  This provision – known as “Occupier Assisted 
Valuation” - is one of the express provisions intended to assist the acceleration of the national 
revaluation programme.  This approach, though readily used in personal and corporate taxation 
codes, has not been used to date in comparable jurisdictions in relation to property valuations 
for rating purposes.  I am advised that the Commissioner intends running a pilot project involv-
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ing the revaluation of the approximately 2,300 commercial properties in County Laois rating 
authority area using ”Occupier Assisted Valuation”.  Towards this end, the Valuation Office has 
conducted the necessary statutory consultations with the Minister for Housing, Planning, Com-
munity and Local Government and with Laois County Council and is now embarking on the 
development of appropriate technical and statutory systems of valuation which will underpin 
the pilot project and allow for its initiation in 2017.  Careful planning is required at this stage 
as the pilot involves an entirely different interaction with occupiers of property than has been 
the case heretofore. 

The Occupier Assisted participative approach involves the use of new sophisticated valu-
ation tools for the first time and requires the development and implementation of extensive 
information and communications technology facilities.  In particular, the provision of a wide 
range of on-line supports will be essential to the success of the project, including use of video 
and audio technology to assist ratepayers in carrying out their elements of the process.  It is also 
intended that there will be extensive engagement with the ratepayers through an information 
campaign which will be undertaken to ensure maximum participation to ensure the success of 
the pilot.  While at this stage, the Commissioner cannot be precise about the proposed date on 
which he intends to sign the statutory Valuation Order to formally commence the revaluation 
in County Laois, I am informed that he expects to do so no later than 31 July 2017.  Following 
the signing of the order, the Valuation Office intends to undertake a publicity and information 
campaign during which each individual ratepayer will be written to informing them of the com-
mencement of the project and requesting information in relation to their property.  There will 
also be a programme of engagement with the various trade bodies and representative associa-
tions with the purpose of keeping them abreast of developments.

02/11/2016WRD01150Prisoner Data

02/11/2016WRD0120083. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of persons from County Tipperary that were convicted and sentenced to imprisonment; the 
number who were processed at the prison where they were sent and released on the same day or 
the following day, by prison, by category of crime, by length of sentence given, in 2014, 2015 
and 2016 to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [32840/16]

02/11/2016WRD01300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am in-
formed by the Irish Prison Service that the statistics being sought are not readily available.  The 
information is currently being collated and I will respond to the Deputy as soon as the informa-
tion is to hand.

02/11/2016WRD01350Fines Data

02/11/2016WRD0140084. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
total value of uncollected fines; the total number of uncollected fines; the number of persons 
that have been imprisoned for non-payment of fines for each of the years 2013 to 2016 to date, 
in tabular form. [32845/16]

02/11/2016WRD01500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to 
advise the Deputy that I have made inquiries with the Courts Service in respect of the statistics 
requested.  The information sought is currently being compiled and verified.  I shall arrange for 
this information to be forwarded to him shortly.
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02/11/2016WRD01550Fines Data

02/11/2016WRD0160085. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of attachment orders made by the courts since the commencement of the Fines (Pay-
ment and Recovery) Act 2014; and the sum total of the fines for which such attachment orders 
have been made since then. [32846/16]

02/11/2016WRD01700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to 
advise the Deputy that the Courts Service has informed me that no attachment orders have been 
made since the commencement of the Fines (Payment and Recovery) Act 2014 on 11 January 
2016.  The Act provides for alternatives to imprisonment for non-payment of fines.  The process 
to support payment of fines by instalment commenced earlier this year and other elements of the 
process including attachment of earnings will take effect sequentially. 

02/11/2016WRD01750Legislative Programme

02/11/2016WRD0180086. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
when she expects the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Justice, Defence and Equality to consider 
the content of the general scheme of the Criminal Justice (Corruption) Bill and report back to 
her on the matter; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [32859/16]

02/11/2016WRD01900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can 
inform the Deputy that the Scheme of the Bill was referred to the Committee in June 2012 and 
the Committee has since reported. 

02/11/2016WRD01950Refugee Resettlement Programme

02/11/2016WRD0200087. Deputy John Lahart asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of Syrian refugees that have been taken into the country following the Government’s pledge 
to take 4,000; the reason the process is taking so long; the steps she is taking to speed up the 
process; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [32893/16]

02/11/2016WRD02100Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP) was established by Government Decision on 
10 September 2015 as a direct response to the humanitarian crisis that developed in Southern 
Europe as a consequence of mass migration from areas of conflict in the Middle East and Af-
rica.  Under this programme, the Government has pledged to accept a total of 4,000 persons 
into the State by the end of 2017, through a combination of the EU relocation mechanism es-
tablished by two EU Council Decisions in 2015 to assist Italy and Greece, and the UNHCR-led 
refugee resettlement programme currently focused on resettling refugees from camps in Jordan 
and Lebanon.  The possibility of an additional refugee pledge in 2017 is under active consider-
ation.  Other mechanisms to fill the gap are also under review and will be contingent on further 
developments at EU level. 

Under the resettlement part of the Programme, 520 refugees are to be resettled in Ireland by 
the end of 2016.  To date, 500 of these refugees have been admitted to the State, 463 of which 
are from Syria.  Sufficient cases have already been selected during a mission to Lebanon earlier 
this year to ensure that the remaining refugees in the overall quota of 520 will be taken in ahead 
of schedule.  In addition, the Government recently announced that it is extending the resettle-
ment programme to take in a further 260 refugees from Lebanon in 2017.  The possibility of an 
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additional refugee pledge in 2017 is under active consideration. 

Under relocation, Ireland has to date taken in a total of 109 asylum seekers from Greece, 
mostly families.  69 of these are from Syria.  A further 128 people have been assessed and 
cleared for arrival and arrangements for their travel to the State are currently being made.  Next 
week a team of IRPP officials are travelling to Athens to carry out assessment interviews on a 
further 87 people and a further mission in December will see at least another 80 people inter-
viewed.  By the end of 2016, it is expected that Ireland will have accepted over 400 people from 
Greece alone under the relocation pledge system.  The intention thereafter is to sustain the pace 
and size of pledges and intakes throughout 2017 at the levels required to allow Ireland to meet 
its commitments within the timeframes envisaged under the EU Relocation Decisions.   

There have been well documented delays which have hampered the EU relocation mecha-
nism and the Tánaiste is on record as stating that the pace of arrivals during previous months 
has been a lot slower than she or I would have liked.  The  delays have been experienced by the 
majority of participating States, not just Ireland, and are due to issues   outside of our control.  
They include issues such as inadequate resources and administration on the ground in Greece, 
technical issues regarding security assessments in Italy, and a reluctance on the part of migrants 
to apply for asylum at migration hotspots which is a pre-requisite for entering the relocation 
programme.  

The Government has been concerned at the slow pace of intake.  In this regard, officials in 
the Department of Justice and Equality have worked closely with the Greek and Italian authori-
ties to resolve these issues.  In June this year a team of Irish officials travelled to Athens to help 
Greek authorities to identify ways of addressing administrative obstacles and to devise a more 
ambitious schedule for relocations from Greek hotspots to Ireland.  Irish officials also helped to 
develop and deliver information sessions for potential relocation applicants aimed at encourag-
ing them to take up places on offer in Ireland rather than remaining in limbo as unregistered mi-
grants.  As regards the issues affecting relocations from Italy I have spoken directly to a relevant 
ministerial colleague on the matter and Department officials have been liaising with Italian 
colleagues in Rome and the EU Commission in Brussels in order to address remaining issues.

Both I and the Tánaiste are satisfied that the pace of the programme is accelerating towards 
full operation at last, however, we must not remain complacent.  Getting these vulnerable people 
to Ireland is just the first part of the challenge.  Meeting their long term needs of this large influx 
places complex demands on services in the State and will require a consistent, sustainable and 
comprehensive response from the whole of Government through the work of the Irish Refugee 
Protection Programme Taskforce, as well as the wider community and the voluntary sector.

02/11/2016WRD02150Legislative Programme

02/11/2016WRD0220088. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality her 
plans to introduce legislation that updates or replaces the existing Coroners Act. [32894/16]

02/11/2016WRD02300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Dep-
uty will be aware that the Coroners Bill 2007, which was on the Order Paper in the previous 
Dáil, was not restored to the Order Paper in the current Dáil, as it needs to be fully examined 
and revised before an updated Bill is brought forward. 

I had already asked my Department to carry out a review of the 2007 Bill, as a number of 
elements have become outdated and need review in the light of:

- legal and forensic developments;
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- the changed public finances; and

- increased emphasis on delivering leaner, better integrated and more customer-focused 
public services.

That review is continuing and the intention is that new proposals will be brought forward 
in 2017. 

02/11/2016WRD02350Garda Equipment

02/11/2016WRD0240089. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if all Garda traffic corps vehicles are currently fitted with an automatic number plate recognition 
system; if so, the number of such; if not, the timeframe for completion; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [32904/16]

02/11/2016WRD02500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, decisions in relation to the provision and allocation of resources is a 
matter for the Garda Commissioner and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the matter. 

As I informed the Deputy in response to Parliamentary Question No. 69 of 28 June 2016, 
Automatic Name Plate Recognition technology (ANPR) is not solely limited for use by the 
Garda Traffic Corps.  It is also employed in other Garda vehicles as an investigative and intel-
ligence tool. 

The Garda authorities have informed me that, as of 24 October 2016, some 103 official 
Garda vehicles, 91 of which are in the Traffic Corps, have been fitted with ANPR.  

I am assured by the Garda Authorities that the use of ANPR, including the current capabili-
ties and any possible expansion thereof, is kept under constant review in the light of identified 
operational needs.

02/11/2016WRD02550Departmental Legal Costs

02/11/2016WRD0260090. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the amount that her Department spent on external legal advice in each of the years 2013, 2014 
and 2015; the names of each of the legal firms that provided advice to her Department in each 
of those years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [32910/16]

02/11/2016WRD02700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to 
inform the Deputy that it has not been possible to provide the information required in the time 
available.  The information will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as it is to hand.

02/11/2016WRD02750Commencement of Legislation

02/11/2016WRD0280091. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
when she intends to commence part XIV of the Legal Services Regulation Act 2015; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [32927/16]

02/11/2016WRD0290093. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the po-
sition regarding the commencement of the Legal Services Regulation Act; when the public 
complaints function of the Legal Services Regulatory Authority will commence; and if she will 
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make a statement on the matter. [33022/16]

02/11/2016WRD03000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 91 and 93 together.

On 19 July, under S.I. No. 383 of 2016, I commenced those provisions of Part 1 and Part 
2 of the Legal Services Regulation Act 2015 as necessary to get the new Regulatory Authority 
up and running, particularly in terms of its membership and appointment.  On 29 September 
2016, I signed the Order appointing 1 October 2016 as the official “establishment day” of the 
Regulatory Authority as provided under section 7 of the 2015 Act - S.I. No. 507 of 2016 refers.  
In conjunction with these initial steps the nomination, approval and appointment procedures 
for the eleven members of the new Legal Services Regulatory Authority set out in Part 2 of 
the 2015 Act have been completed.  This has included the required resolutions approving such 
appointment having been passed by each House of the Oireachtas.  Dr. Don Thornhill has also 
been appointed as Chairperson of the Regulatory Authority.  The Authority, which has a lay 
majority and Chairperson, held its inaugural meeting on 26 October 2016.  I had the opportunity 
to meet with the members of the Authority to mark this historic occasion which I have warmly 
welcomed as a key step towards the realisation of the important reforms to the provision of le-
gal services and to the transparency of legal costs that are contained in the 2015 Act.  

Now that the new Authority has had its inaugural meeting as an independent statutory regu-
lator, the working focus is, of necessity, on the managed roll-out of the Authority’s functions 
in tandem with the phased commencement, by the Government, of the various remaining Parts 
and provisions of the 2015 Act.  This is no mean endeavour as the setting of establishment day 
of the Authority for 1 October 2016 has automatically triggered a number of working obliga-
tions on the new Authority.  Moreover, several of these are statute-bound in terms of their 
delivery deadlines and in terms of the completion of public consultations and reports on the 
specified matters concerned.  These are tasks for which the new Authority will need to build up 
its working resources in the short term.  Both my Department and the new Regulatory Authority 
will, therefore, continue to liaise closely by way of ensuring that we can successfully coordinate 
the commencement, from my side as Minister, and delivery, by the Authority as the new inde-
pendent statutory regulator, of the various provisions concerned.

Against this background, it is intended that the phased commencement of the remaining 
Parts of the 2015 Act will be implemented over the remainder of this year and into early 2017 in 
relation to major undertakings such as the start-up of the Authority’s critical public complaints 
function.  The immediate focus includes the phased commencement of Parts of the 2015 Act 
such as those dealing with legal costs, the new Office of the Legal Costs Adjudicator, the Roll 
of Practising Barristers, Pre-Action Protocols and of the miscellaneous provisions of Part 15 to 
which Deputy O’Callaghan has referred.  Following this, in the new year, the key provisions 
centred around Part 6 of the Act dealing with the new public complaints and professional con-
duct and disciplinary procedures, and the appointment of the new Legal Practitioners Disciplin-
ary Tribunal, will be commenced in tandem with the developing resource base and capability of 
the new body.  As Deputy Kehoe has anticipated, the successful commencement of the public 
complaints functions will be central to the new regulatory framework.  I would anticipate that 
the planning and progress of all of these matters will come to be determined in much more 
precise terms by my Department in conjunction with the Legal Services Regulatory Authority 
over the coming weeks. 

02/11/2016WRD03050Immigration Status

02/11/2016WRD0310092. Deputy John Brady asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the status 
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of the case of a person (details supplied) who has lived here for 19 years, who applied to remain 
in the state and was refused; if it will be reviewed; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [32991/16]

02/11/2016WRD03200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have 
been informed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department 
that the person concerned was refused permission to remain in the State, on the basis of a 
change in circumstances on 7 September 2016.

In accordance with the Policy Document on Non-EEA Family Reunification dated 31 De-
cember 2013, where an application is refused, the applicant may appeal to INIS.  An appeal 
will be considered by a different officer and, where possible, one who is more senior than the 
original decision maker. 

The officer determining the appeal may:

- confirm the decision; or

- confirm the decision and impose conditions or amended conditions; or

- set aside the decision and substitute his or her determination of the application

An appeal of the decision was received by INIS in September 2016 and it is expected that 
the appeal will be considered shortly.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Question No. 93 answered with Question No. 91.

02/11/2016WRD03350Help-To-Buy Scheme

02/11/2016WRD0340094. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance his views on a matter (de-
tails supplied) regarding the new scheme to assist first-time buyers; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [32569/16]

02/11/2016WRD03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Details of the Help To Buy scheme, 
which I announced in Budget 2017, are set out in Finance Bill 2016 which was published on 
20 October.  The Bill provides that, in the case of a self-build residence, a first-time buyer must 
take out a mortgage in an amount which is at least 70% of the valuation of the residence as ap-
proved by the mortgage provider.  

The calculation of the 5% referred to by the Deputy is also based on the valuation of the 
residence as approved by the mortgage provider.  

While I cannot comment on the specific case referred to by the Deputy, there wouldn’t ap-
pear to be any reason why the individuals concerned could not make a formal application to 
Revenue in January 2017 when the Revenue online system for the Help To Buy scheme is due 
to come on stream.  
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Further information in relation to the scheme is available from the Revenue website at 
http://www.revenue.ie/en/index.html.

02/11/2016WRD03550Help-To-Buy Scheme

02/11/2016WRD0360095. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if a person qualifies for the 
new help-to-buy scheme if they build a new home where a 1950s house remains (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32986/16]

02/11/2016WRD03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Details of the Help To Buy scheme, 
which I announced in Budget 2017, are set out in Section 8 of Finance Bill 2016 which was 
published on 20 October.  To qualify for the scheme, a new-build is a property that has not been 
previously used as a residence.  If the property in question falls within the definition of a quali-
fying residence for the purposes of the legislation then the property may qualify as a new build.  
The particulars of the case, as set out by the Deputy, would indicate that the build planned by 
the individual would not qualify.  However, it is difficult to be definitive, given the lack of de-
tail.  The Revenue Commissioners would examine such applications on a case by case basis to 
ascertain whether they will or will not qualify as a new build.

I would point out to the Deputy that the Home Renovation Incentive is available in respect 
of refurbishment works on existing dwellings.  The Help to Buy scheme is targeted at increas-
ing supply and it is for this reason that the scheme is not available in respect of the redevelop-
ment of existing housing stock, which has already been used as for dwelling purposes.

Further information in relation to the scheme is available from the Revenue website at 
http://www.revenue.ie/en/index.html.

02/11/2016WRD03750Small and Medium Enterprises Supports

02/11/2016WRD0380096. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if he is satisfied regarding 
the amount of working capital available to the hotel and catering industry; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [33042/16]

02/11/2016WRD03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, small and me-
dium sized businesses, including those in the hotel and catering industry, play a central role in 
the sustainable recovery of the Irish economy.  Government policy is focused on ensuring that 
all viable SMEs have access to an appropriate supply of credit from a diverse range of bank and 
non-bank sources.  

In terms of monitoring the requirements for SMEs, my Department commissions biannual 
surveys to ascertain the demand for credit by SMEs.  This survey series, most recently con-
ducted by Red C on behalf of my Department, is the most comprehensive survey of SME credit 
demand in Ireland, covering 1,500 respondents and involving over 6,000 direct telephone calls 
to SMEs.  SMEs of all sizes trading in all sectors, excluding property development and specula-
tive activities, are included.  The survey covers demand for credit from both bank and non-bank 
sources.

I would draw the Deputy’s attention to the most recently published Department of Finance 
SME Credit Demand Survey covering the October 2015 to March 2016, which can be found at 
www.finance.gov.ie.  The results of this survey shows that, when pending applications are ex-
cluded, 89% of credit applications to banks were approved or partially approved (up 4% from 
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the previous survey).  Working capital requirements were provided as the main reason for ap-
plying for bank finance with 39% of respondents stating that they required finance for working 
capital (down 9%).  When asked about sources of finance for working capital, internal funds/
retained earnings were the main finance source of working capital with 67% of working capital 
coming from this source (up 4%).  The survey also showed continued positive trends in terms 
of trading performance, profitability and employment.

Fieldwork is currently underway for the next wave of the Department of Finance SME 
Credit Demand Survey covering the period April 2016 to September 2016.  The results of this 
are expected to be published in November.

The SME State Bodies Group, chaired by my Department, provides a forum for the devel-
opment and implementation of policy measures to enhance SMEs’ access to a stable and appro-
priate supply of finance.  As the Deputy will be aware, Chapter 7 (Finance for Growth) of this 
year’s Action Plan for Jobs (APJ) sets out a range of commitments to ensure viable SME’s can 
access appropriate finance at a reasonable cost from both bank and non-bank sources.  These 
Government policies have supported a year on year increases in new lending in the Hotel and 
Catering sector, as measured by the Central Bank.   

The Government remains committed to the SME sector, as reflected in the Programme for 
a Partnership Government, and sees it as a key engine of ongoing economic growth.  Conse-
quently my Department and the Credit Review Office, working with the other relevant Depart-
ments and Agencies, will continue to monitor the availability of both bank and non-bank credit 
on both a macro and sectoral basis in order to ensure that sufficient access to finance is available 
to facilitate participants in the SME sector to reach their full potential in terms of growth and 
employment generation. 

02/11/2016WRD03950Tax Collection

02/11/2016WRD0400097. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if notice of assessment for 
tax year 2014 can issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [32544/16]

02/11/2016WRD04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that a copy 
of the Notice of Assessment for 2014 which was issued previously to the person concerned has 
been issued again to him both by post and electronically to his ROS inbox. 

02/11/2016WRD04150Banking Sector

02/11/2016WRD0420098. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance if he will request the main bank-
ing institutions to provide a full-time ATM in the town of Kilnaleck, County Cavan; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [32579/16]

02/11/2016WRD04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): First, I would highlight that I have 
no statutory role in relation to banking decisions made by financial institutions to provide, alter 
or amend the range of services which it provides.  This is ultimately a commercial decision for 
the management team and board of each lending institution, having due regard to their custom-
ers. 

Second, the Deputy will be aware that the lending institutions in Ireland, including those in 
which the State has a significant shareholding, are independent commercial entities and that re-
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lationship frameworks are in place with the State owned banks which provide that the State will 
not intervene in the day-to-day operations of the banks or their management decisions.  These 
frameworks are required to ensure that the banks are run on a commercial, cost effective and 
independent basis to ensure the value of the banks as an asset for the State.

02/11/2016WRD04350Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

02/11/2016WRD0440099. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Finance if he will review the disabled 
drivers and disabled passengers scheme in order to allow access to persons with severe cerebral 
palsy who due to their illness are incapable of independent movement and require modified 
vehicles to attend hospital, physiotherapy and all other care which helps them with their quality 
of life; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32527/16]

02/11/2016WRD04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Disabled Drivers and Disabled Pas-
sengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme provides relief from VAT and VRT (up to a certain limit) 
on the purchase of an adapted car for transport of a person with specific severe and permanent 
physical disabilities, payment of a fuel grant, and an exemption from Motor Tax. 

To qualify for the Scheme an applicant must be in possession of a Primary Medical Cer-
tificate.  To qualify for a Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must be permanently and 
severely disabled within the terms of the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Con-
cessions) Regulations 1994 and satisfy one of the following conditions:

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs;

- be wholly without the use of one leg and almost wholly without the use of the other leg 
such that the applicant is severely restricted as to movement of the lower limbs;

- be without both hands or without both arms;

- be without one or both legs;

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost 
wholly without the use of one leg;

- have the medical condition of dwarfism and have serious difficulties of movement of the 
lower limbs. 

The Senior Medical Officer for the relevant local Health Service Executive administrative 
area makes a professional clinical determination as to whether an individual applicant satisfies 
the medical criteria.  A successful applicant is provided with a Primary Medical Certificate, 
which is required under the Regulations to claim the reliefs provided for in the Scheme.  An 
unsuccessful applicant can appeal the decision of the Senior Medical Officer to the Disabled 
Drivers Medical Board of Appeal, which makes a new clinical determination in respect of the 
individual.  The Regulations mandate that the Medical Board of Appeal is independent in the 
exercise of its functions to ensure the integrity of its clinical determinations.

The Medical Board of Appeal’s clinical determination is limited to the scope of the six 
qualifying criteria, and the Board does not have discretion in relation to the application of these 
criteria.  The criteria to qualify for the Scheme are necessarily precise and specific.  After six 
months a citizen can reapply if there is a deterioration in their condition.

The Scheme represents a significant tax expenditure.  Between the Vehicle Registration Tax 
and VAT foregone, and the repayment of excise on fuel used by members of the Scheme, the 
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Scheme represented a cost of €50.3 million to the Exchequer in 2015, an increase from €48.6 
million in 2014.  These figures do not include the revenue foregone to the Local Government 
Fund in the respect of the relief from Motor Tax provided to members of the Scheme.  

I recognise the important role that the Scheme plays in expanding the mobility of citizens 
with disabilities.  I have managed to maintain the relief at current levels throughout the cri-
sis despite the requirement for significant fiscal consolidation.  From time to time I receive rep-
resentations from individuals who feel they would benefit from the Scheme but do not qualify 
under the six criteria.  While I have sympathy for these cases, given the scale and scope of the 
Scheme, I have no plans to expand the medical criteria beyond the six currently provided for in 
the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 1994.

02/11/2016WRD04550Credit Union Lending

02/11/2016WRD04600100. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has had discus-
sions with the Irish League of Credit Unions regarding the establishment of a special purpose 
vehicle, SPV, to enable credit unions to invest surplus funds in, to facilitate lending to the SME 
sector; if his Department is developing a structure for such a SPV for the credit union move-
ment’s surplus funds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32564/16]

02/11/2016WRD04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government recognises the im-
portant role of credit unions as a volunteer co-operative movement in this country as well as 
their key role in providing access to credit and other important services in local communities 
throughout the country. 

It is fair to say that credit unions have gone through a period of considerable change since 
the Commission on Credit Unions Report was published in 2012 and the movement has risen 
to the challenges posed.  This Government has worked with the movement and will continue 
its ongoing engagement to ensure the safety of members’ savings, to support credit unions to 
broaden the range of services to members and to safeguard the credit union sector as a whole 
into the future. 

Officials from my Department have held discussions with both the Irish League of Credit 
Unions (ILCU) and the Credit Union Development Association (CUDA).  Specifically, discus-
sions have taken place with the Irish League of Credit Unions regarding its proposed plans for 
the sector including a role for credit unions in providing funding for the Small and Medium 
Enterprise (SME) sector.  Additionally, the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) 
whose goal is to ensure access to flexible funding for Irish SMEs has had ongoing engagement 
with the representative bodies around the matter of credit unions providing funding for the SME 
sector. 

Ultimately the involvement of a credit union, including a restructured credit union, in the 
provision of funding to SMEs would be a matter for the individual credit union.  Additionally, 
this type of service would require approval by the Registrar of Credit Unions at the Central 
Bank, prior to a credit union providing such a service. 

I am always open to considering new proposals in relation to credit unions, particularly 
those that would see the development of the credit union business model and an increase in 
income for the sector.  In recognising the important role of credit unions as a volunteer co-
operative movement in this country, the Government’s priorities remain the protection of mem-
bers’ savings, the financial stability of credit unions and the sector overall and it is determined 
to support a strengthened and growing credit union movement. 
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02/11/2016WRD04750Help-To-Buy Scheme

02/11/2016WRD04800101. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the assessment that was car-
ried out by his Department on the impact on supply and demand conditions in the housing 
market of the help-to-buy scheme announced in budget 2017; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [32537/16]

02/11/2016WRD04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The potential impact of the Help to Buy 
incentive on supply and demand conditions in the housing market was considered by my of-
ficials as part of their analysis of the proposed scheme and the design of the relevant parameters 
of the incentive.  Among other issues, officials also considered the potential impact on land 
prices, demand, and potential mortgage lending. 

The introduction of such a scheme was considered as only one component of the full list of 
measures provided for in ‘Rebuilding Ireland - The Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness’ 
which was launched last July.  It is in this context that the Help-to-Buy scheme should be con-
sidered.  Its role is to complement the other measures in the Action Plan.  The extent to which 
the market responds will very much depend on the speed and efficiency with which structural 
supply constraints are eliminated and residential building activity increases.  Therefore, the 
impact of the Help-to-Buy scheme cannot be considered in isolation from the impact of other 
measures contained in the Action Plan, which are primarily designed to increase supply.

It is expected that the Help to Buy scheme will increase the demand for newly built houses, 
by converting notional demand into real demand, through enabling first-time buyers’ to meet 
the requirements of the Central Bank macro-prudential rules, more quickly.  Accordingly, de-
velopers who may have been struggling to borrow funding to build houses will be in a better 
position to do so, and thus will be able to generate the desired supply side response.

02/11/2016WRE00200Help-To-Buy Scheme

02/11/2016WRE00300102. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a list of all 
persons, representative organisations or institutions he or his Department consulted or met to 
discuss the help-to-buy scheme announced in budget 2017; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [32538/16]

02/11/2016WRE00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume the Deputy is asking for all 
persons or organisations that I or my officials consulted with, rather than all those who raised 
the Help to Buy scheme with me.  As the Deputy will appreciate, I met with a range of bodies 
prior to the Budget, as part of the annual pre Budget submission and meeting process, and many 
of these bodies would have raised requests for a scheme to assist with home purchases, follow-
ing from the reference to the introduction of such a scheme on Budget day, as announced in the 
Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, launched on the 19th of July last.

The bodies that were consulted include the Central Bank, the Revenue Commissioners, and 
the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government.  In addition, discussions were 
held at a political level.  Furthermore, my officials held informal discussions with some of the 
banks to in order to ensure that the final design of the operational aspects of the scheme, would 
reflect and tie-in with the actual processes employed by financial institutions in the provision of 
mortgage lending to individuals.

02/11/2016WRE00500Help-To-Buy Scheme
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02/11/2016WRE00600103. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons deemed 
eligible for the help-to-buy incentive announced in budget 2017 who will be reimbursed by the 
Revenue Commissioners (details supplied). [32577/16]

02/11/2016WRE00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Under the Help to Buy initiative, sub-
ject to satisfying the full conditions of the scheme, a first time purchaser will be entitled to claim 
a refund of income tax and DIRT paid over the previous four years.  The terms of the scheme are 
set out in Finance Bill 2016.  The refund will be subject to a maximum of 5% of the purchase 
price of a new home, or in the case of a self-build 5% of the approved value of the dwelling, 
up to a value of €400,000.  Where new homes are valued between €400,000 and €600,000, the 
maximum relief will be €20,000 per property (i.e. €400,000 @ 5%).

The payment process for the tax rebate will vary depending on a number of factors, includ-
ing whether an individual is purchasing a newly built residence or constructing his or her own 
self-build residence.  In the case of a contract to purchase a new residence entered into in the 
period from 19 July 2016 to 31 December 2016, the tax rebate will be paid directly to the first-
time buyer after the Revenue online system comes on stream in January 2017.

In all other cases involving contracts for the purchase a new residence, the tax rebate will 
be paid directly to the contractor and will form part of the deposit required from the purchaser.  
This will be treated by the contractor as a credit against the purchase price of the residence.

In the case of a self-build residence, the tax rebate will be issued to the first-time buyer after 
he or she draws down the first tranche of the mortgage loan used to finance the construction of 
the residence.

As the initiative is demand-led, it is not possible to forecast the numbers of first-time buyers 
that will choose to avail of it on an annual basis or the average benefit that these individuals 
will receive.  However, initial forecasts of the potential costs by my Department for the coming 
years, as outlined in Budget 2017, are based on figures in relation to the number of new homes 
built in recent years and the proportion of which that were purchased by first-time buyers. 

02/11/2016WRE00800Budget Measures

02/11/2016WRE00900104. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will list all measures 
announced in the Finance Bill 2016 that still require EU approval; if he will list all measures 
still pending EU approval from previous years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32608/16]

02/11/2016WRE01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I can confirm that there are no measures 
in Finance Bill 2016 which require EU approval, nor are there any Finance Bill measures from 
previous years for which EU approval is pending.

02/11/2016WRE01100Tax Code

02/11/2016WRE01200105. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Finance if he will clarify an issue (details 
supplied) in respect of inheritance tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32669/16]

02/11/2016WRE01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by Revenue that a double 
taxation treaty between Ireland and the UK provides for the relief of double taxation in respect 
of inheritances that are taxed in both jurisdictions.  The treaty is based on the credit method of 
relief, i.e. both countries impose tax on inheritances under their own domestic law and, in rela-
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tion to property, the country where the property is situated generally has primary taxing rights, 
with the country imposing tax for some other reason (for example, based on the residence of 
the disponer/beneficiary) giving credit for the tax payable in the country where the property is 
situated. 

There are two important dates that are relevant for the taxation of an inheritance in Ireland.  
These dates are used for different purposes and have separate status. Firstly, the date of death of 
a disponer is the date by reference to which the Group Thresholds and tax rates are determined.  
Therefore, whatever thresholds and rates are in force on this date apply for the purpose of taxing 
the value of an inheritance.  Secondly, the date on which probate or administration is granted is 
generally used as the ‘valuation date’.  These rules are based on statute and are strictly applied.  
The valuation date is the date on which the value of the assets/property comprising the inheri-
tance is to be established.  This value is then compared to the relevant Group Threshold and the 
tax rate applied as appropriate on any excess of the market value over the threshold.  This date 
also determines when any inheritance tax is to be paid and a tax return submitted to Revenue.  
The UK applies a different treatment in that the estate of the deceased person is valued at the 
date of death.

As with any tax or duty, key dates relating to the charging and administration of a particu-
lar tax or duty are given a statutory basis.  This is a necessary part of any taxation system and 
ensures that both taxpayers and tax authorities have certainty in relation to the rules that deter-
mine how tax is to be charged.  To vary these dates as the values of, say, shares, property, or 
currency fluctuate, or depending on how particular taxpayers are impacted by such fluctuations, 
would make for a very arbitrary and uncertain taxation system and would ultimately undermine 
the tax system.  As with any value fluctuations, there will be both winners and losers and, un-
fortunately, for this particular person the recent sterling volatility has resulted in a higher than 
expected tax liability.

02/11/2016WRE01400Knowledge Development Box

02/11/2016WRE01500106. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if Ireland’s knowledge devel-
opment box scheme is compatible with the EU’s proposed common consolidated corporate tax 
base; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32725/16]

02/11/2016WRE01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The European Commission’s proposal 
for a Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base was published on 25 October.  This is a Com-
mission proposal which has not yet been discussed or considered by Member States.  The 
proposal will now be discussed by Member States and it is likely to be subject to significant 
reshape and renegotiation as these discussions progress.  These discussions are likely to go 
on for some time given the highly technical and complex nature of the proposals.  Ultimately, 
the unanimous agreement of all Member States will be needed before any common corporate 
tax base or any consolidated tax base could be introduced.  As these discussions have not 
even begun, it is impossible to state with any certainty at this time whether the Knowledge De-
velopment Box or any similar patent box incentives would ultimately be compatible with any 
common consolidated corporate tax base that is eventually agreed by all Member States.  What 
is certain is that the Knowledge Development Box is fully compliant with the internationally 
agreed rules for such incentives, namely the OECD “modified nexus”.   These rules were agreed 
at the OECD as part of the Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) project and have also been 
endorsed by all EU Member States through the EU Code of Conduct group.
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02/11/2016WRE01700Interdepartmental Working Groups

02/11/2016WRE01800107. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the interdepartmental 
flood policy co-ordination group has completed its report; the current status of the matter; 
his views on ensuring that flood insurance cover is provided in areas where OPW flood relief 
schemes have been completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32815/16]

02/11/2016WRE01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): An Inter-Departmental Flood Policy 
Co-ordination Group has been  established to examine the issue of flooding, and to ensure a 
whole of Government approach in the area of Flood Policy.  This Group is chaired by Seán Can-
ney TD, Minister of State with special responsibility for the OPW and Flood Relief. The OPW 
are the lead agency and have responsibility for co-ordinating and submitting the final report of 
the group to Government.  A second interim report of the Interdepartmental Group is currently 
being finalised and is expected to be brought to Government next week.  

As an input to the Inter-Departmental Group’s work the Department of Finance has carried 
out a review of flood insurance with a particular focus on the strategies that other jurisdictions 
have implemented to increase the availability of flood insurance cover.  This work examined a 
number of policy options and has made a number of recommendations.  The completed report 
has been provided to OPW to feed into the report of the Inter-Departmental Group. 

I am aware of the difficulties that the absence or withdrawal of flood insurance cover can 
cause to both homeowners and businesses and the flooding crisis in late 2015 raised issues in 
relation to insurance and flooding.  However, the provision of insurance cover and the price at 
which it is offered is a commercial matter for insurance companies and is based on an assess-
ment of the risks they are willing to accept and adequate provisioning to meet those risks.  

In my role as Minister for Finance, I have responsibility for the development of the legal 
framework governing financial regulation.  Neither I, nor the Central Bank of Ireland, can in-
terfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products or have the power to direct insurance 
companies to provide flood cover to specific individuals or businesses.  

Government policy in relation to flooding is focused on the development of a sustainable, 
planned and risk-based approach to dealing with flooding problems, with a view to addressing 
the increased availability of flood insurance.  This involves working to improve the availability 
of flood cover by:

- prioritising spending on flood relief measures by OPW and relevant local authorities; and

- improving channels of communication between the OPW and the insurance industry in 
order to reach a better understanding about the provision of flood cover in marginal areas. 

To achieve this aim the Office of Public Works (OPW) is carrying out assessments of 300 
areas under the Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) programme 
and each area is on target to have a Flood Risk Management Plan (FRMP) by the end of 2016.  
Decisions on future investment in relation to flood risk management will be informed by the 
FRMP’s 

I am strongly of the view that flood insurance cover should be provided in areas where OPW 
flood relief schemes have been completed.  The Government strategy is complemented by a 
Memorandum of Understanding between the OPW and Insurance Ireland which provides for 
the exchange of data in relation to completed flood defence schemes which should provide a 
basis for the increased provision of flood insurance in areas where works have been completed.
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02/11/2016WRE02000Property Tax Collection

02/11/2016WRE02100108. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the circumstances of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [32829/16]

02/11/2016WRE02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that the person 
concerned failed to pay either his 2015 or 2016 Local Property Tax (LPT) liabilities totalling 
€630, excluding interest, despite receiving a number of notifications reminding him to do so.

As a consequence the debt was referred to the Sheriff for collection.  The person concerned 
subsequently paid the 2015 liability to the Sheriff and has very recently agreed to a phased pay-
ment arrangement in respect of the 2016 liability.  The Sheriff has confirmed to Revenue that he 
has not seized any items from the person concerned.  

Revenue has also confirmed that there is no deferral in place in respect of the property in 
question nor is there any record of the person concerned having ever claimed the relief. Revenue 
will however make contact with the person concerned to clarify any entitlement in this regard. 

02/11/2016WRE02300Credit Union Regulation

02/11/2016WRE02400109. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the position on the savings 
cap of €100,000 in respect of credit unions; the number of credit unions that have been given 
an exemption from this requirement; his plans in respect of this matter; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [32855/16]

02/11/2016WRE02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In tandem with my commencement 
on 1 January 2016 of the final sections of the Credit Union and Co-operation with Overseas 
Regulators Act 2012 providing regulation making powers to the Central Bank, the Central Bank 
introduced new regulations - the Credit union Act 1997 (Regulatory Requirements) Regulations 
2016 (the Regulations).

The Regulations set out, inter alia, an individual member savings limit of €100,000.  The 
Regulations also provided that individual credit unions could apply to the Central Bank to retain 
individual members’ savings in excess of €100,000, which were held at commencement of the 
Regulations and that individual credit unions with total assets in excess of €100m could apply 
to the Central Bank for approval to increase individual member savings in excess of €100,000.

The Central Bank consulted with my Department on the application process and accepted 
the Department’s observations, thereby making the application process less onerous.  Separate-
ly, the Registrar met with the representative bodies to obtain their feedback on the application 
process.  The submission deadline for applications to retain savings in excess of €100,000 was 
27 June 2016.  The application form to increase savings in excess of €100,000 does not have a 
submission deadline and will be accepted on an ongoing basis.

I have been informed by the Central Bank that c.195 credit unions held individual members’ 
savings in excess of €100,000 of c.€165m on 1 January 2016.  The Central Bank has indicated 
that c. one third of those credit unions have applied to retain individual member savings in ex-
cess of €100,000. Although the review process is nearing completion, it is currently still ongo-
ing, thus the Central Bank cannot provide a final figure at this time. 

For those credit unions that are not approved to retain individual member savings in excess 
of €100,000 the transitional arrangement as set out in the Regulations apply, this means all 
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individual member savings in excess of €100,000 held by these credit unions must be returned 
by 1 January 2017.

Regarding applications to increase individual members’ savings in excess of €100,000, I 
have been informed by the Central Bank that those applications are assessed primarily by refer-
ence to the business case and related financial projections which must be submitted along with 
the application form.  I have further been informed that to date 6 credit unions have made such 
an application, with 1 subsequently being withdrawn by the credit union and the remaining 5 
currently under review by the Central Bank.

The Central Bank has committed to review the savings limit three years from commence-
ment of the regulations.  I intend to issue a letter to the Central Bank by the end of the year 
requesting an accelerated review of the savings limit.

In recognising the important role of credit unions as a volunteer co-operative movement in 
this country, the Government’s priorities remain the protection of members’ savings, the finan-
cial stability of credit unions and the sector overall and it is determined to continue to support a 
strengthened and growing credit union movement.

02/11/2016WRE02600VAT Yield

02/11/2016WRE02700110. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the amount of VAT taken 
by the Revenue Commissioners at the 9% rate for each year to date in tabular form since the 
rate was introduced, broken down by sector and service provided (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [32860/16]

02/11/2016WRE02800111. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the amount of VAT for-
gone by the Revenue Commissioners at the 9% rate for each year to date in tabular form since 
the rate was introduced, broken down by sector and service provided (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [32861/16]

02/11/2016WRE02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 110 
and 111 together.

I am advised by Revenue that, based on Personal Expenditure Consumption (PCE) data, an 
estimate of the VAT yield and the VAT foregone at the reduced rate of 9% for each year from 
2011 to 2016 is provided in the table below.  As 2016 PCE data are not yet available, figures 
provided for 2016 are provisional estimates. 

Year Yield 9% (€m) VAT foregone (€m)
2011 (July to December) 336 168
2012 710 355
2013 990 495
2014 1,116 558
2015 1,152 576
2016 (Estimate to years end) 1,252 626

I am advised by Revenue that as the information furnished on VAT returns does not require 
identification of the yield from a particular activity or product, the receipts in respect of the 
activities specified in the question is not available.
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02/11/2016WRE03000VAT Rate Reductions

02/11/2016WRE03100112. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the amount it would cost 
in a full year if the 13.5% VAT rate on constructing new houses and apartments was reduced to 
11.5%. [32905/16]

02/11/2016WRE03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The VAT rating of goods and services 
is subject to the requirements of EU VAT law with which Irish VAT law must comply.  Article 
98 of the EU VAT Directive limits to two the number of reduced rates a Member State may 
have.  Since Ireland has two reduced rates, the 13.5% and the 9% rate, it would not be possible 
to introduce a third reduced rate for a category of construction activities.  Accordingly, I am not 
in a position to provide the projected figures for the reduction of the VAT rate suggested by the 
Deputy.

02/11/2016WRE03300Departmental Legal Costs

02/11/2016WRE03400113. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the amount that his De-
partment spent on external legal advice in each of the years 2013, 2014 and 2015; the names of 
each of the legal firms that provided advice to his Department in each of those years; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [32911/16]

02/11/2016WRE03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  The information requested by the Dep-
uty is contained in the following table and is taken from the information already published on 
my Department’s website.

External Legal Advice  2015
Alexander Caffrey €24,364
Aoife Goodman €55,052
Arthur Cox €934,654
Dillon Eustace €36,900
Emma Doyle €20,139
GEON Legal Solutions €120,036
Hayes Solicitors €74,251
Kate Hanley €44,129
Mason, Hayes and Curran €23,567
Matheson €6,150
Matheson €27,183
Maurice G. Collins €89,184
Nick Reilly €18,304
Philip Baker Q.C €151,691
Sarah-Jane Hillery €9,997
Silvia Martinez €21,842
Vincent Madigan €5,100
William Fry €346,744
William Fry €223,725

2014
A & L Goodbody €53,283
Alexander Caffrey €29,459
Aoife Goodman €23,764
Arthur Cox €824,247
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Byrne Wallace €6,605
Emma Doyle €29,217
Hogan Lovells International Ltd. €3,936
Mason Hayes & Curran €10,455
Matheson €79,950
Matheson €8,364
Maurice G. Collins €25,461
Nick Reilly €29,217
Philip Baker QC €56,271
Silvia Martinez €29,217
VMForensics Ltd €14,804
William Fry €20,664

2013
Arthur Cox €1,728,407
Matheson €717,923

02/11/2016WRE03600Vehicle Registration

02/11/2016WRE03700114. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Finance if he will instruct the 
Revenue Commissioners to apply a temporary exemption from VRT to employees working for 
an organisation (details supplied) in Northern Ireland who reside here; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [32954/16]

02/11/2016WRE03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The provisions relating to temporary 
exemption are set out in section 135 of the Finance Act 1992 (as amended).

The administration of these provisions (and, indeed, the administration of all tax legislation) 
is a function independently carried out by Revenue and I cannot instruct them in how to apply 
legislative provisions either on a case-by-case basis or in a general way.

The case referred to by the Deputy has been the subject of two recent questions, by the 
Deputy in July and Deputy Grealish in October.  The position remains that the case is at appeal 
and the outcome of that appeal is awaited.

02/11/2016WRE03900EU Funding

02/11/2016WRE04000115. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Finance if Ireland has drawn down any 
funding under the COSME loan guarantee fund; and, if so, the instrument or financial interme-
diary under which it has been disbursed. [32969/16]

02/11/2016WRE04100116. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland, SBCI, report and financial statements to 31 
December 2015; and his plans to utilise the SBCI for the purposes of acting as the requisite 
instrument or financial intermediary for the EU COSME fund. [32971/16]

02/11/2016WRE04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 115 
and 116 together.

The Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland’s (SBCI) objective is to increase the availabil-
ity of low cost, flexible credit to Irish SMEs.  The SBCI published its first Annual Report and 
Accounts, for the period 1 September 2014 to 31 December 2015, on 21 July 2016.  The Annual 
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Report and Accounts were sent by the board of the SBCI to me for consideration and my Depart-
ment subsequently laid them before the Houses of the Oireachtas.  These documents are pub-
lished on the SBCI website and are available at: http://sbci.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/
SBCIAnnualReport2015.pdf 

The Government is committed to supporting the financing needs of SMEs in all sectors of 
the economy and ensuring that there is an adequate supply of affordable and appropriate credit 
to meet their needs.  One of the means by which this objective can be achieved is through the 
use of European Financial Instruments, such as the COSME programme.  The SBCI has been 
in active discussions with the European Investment Fund (EIF) on the use of European financial 
instruments in order to optimise the funding support available to Irish SMEs.  

Following a detailed due diligence procedure, the SBCI has obtained initial approval from 
EIF and intends to reach final agreement on a financial instrument supported by the COSME 
programme in the coming months.  The purpose of this financial instrument will be to facilitate 
the deployment of additional funding, and to enhance access to finance for Irish SMEs.

02/11/2016WRE04300Teachers’ Remuneration

02/11/2016WRE04400117. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an analysis 
of the pay differential between new entrants to the teaching profession and those employed 
before 1 February 2012 has been completed; if that analysis includes a figure for the estimated 
cost of creating pay parity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32566/16]

02/11/2016WRE04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As a consequence of the 
financial crisis, there was a need to enact a number of measures to reduce public expenditure so 
as to stabilise the country’s public finances.  A previous Fianna Fáil led Government reduced the 
salaries and allowances payable to all new entrants to public service recruitment grades by 10% 
with effect from 1 January 2011.  This decision also required that such new entrants would start 
on the first point of the applicable salary scale, which in the case of teachers had the effect of 
reducing their starting pay by a further 4-5%.  Later in 2011, the Fine Gael/Labour Government 
placed a cap on the overall level of qualification allowances that could be earned by teachers. 

Subsequently in 2012, following the public service-wide review of allowances, the Govern-
ment withdrew qualification allowances for new teachers altogether. However, the Government 
partially compensated for this by deciding that new entrant teachers would henceforth com-
mence on a new salary scale which had a starting point higher than the starting point of the old 
scale. 

The recent agreement with TUI and INTO in the context of the Lansdowne Road Agreement 
substantially addresses the current difference in pay between those recruited since 2011 and 
those recruited since 2012 and will mean a significant pay increase for new entrant teachers.  
It is estimated that over a teacher’s career the value of these increases will be €135,000.  This, 
in combination with measures already agreed and implemented under the Haddington Road 
Agreement, will restore approximately three quarters of the reductions for new entrants put in 
place since 2011 in terms of career earnings. 

The full year cost of this agreement is €20 million.

When other Lansdowne Road increases are also factored in, there will be a 15% increase 
in the starting pay of new entrant teachers between 31 August 2016 and 1 January 2018 (from 
€31,009 to €35,602).  For an individual TUI/INTO member who started teaching in September 
2015, they will see a 22% increase in their pay (including increment) between 31 August 2016 
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and 1 January 2018 (from €31,009 to €37,723).    

In addition to this, it must be borne in mind that the pay reduction for post-2011 entrants to 
the public service applied to all public servants and not just teachers, and that any restoration 
of these measures in respect of teachers would be expected to be applied elsewhere across the 
public service.  While I am not in a position to provide an estimate of the total cost of restor-
ing all post-1 January 2011 entrants in all areas of the public service to the pre-2011 pay scale 
arrangements, I can say that in the case of education and training sector employees, including 
teachers, the estimated cost would be between €65 and €70 million per annum.  Clearly, the cost 
across the entire public service would be substantially higher.

The agreement on new entrant pay shows what is possible through dialogue and negotiation 
within the Lansdowne Road Agreement.  The Government is wholly committed to the imple-
mentation of the Lansdowne Road Agreement as the most appropriate way for progress to be 
made on pay restoration and reform of our public services into the future.

In addition, the Government has committed to establishing a Public Service Pay Commis-
sion to examine pay levels across the public service, including entry levels of pay.  The Govern-
ment also supports the gradual, negotiated repeal of the Financial Emergency Measures in the 
Public Interest Acts, having due regard to the priority to improve public services and in recogni-
tion of the essential role played by public servants.

02/11/2016WRE04600Student Grant Scheme Appeals

02/11/2016WRE04700118. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will examine the matter 
of redressing the refused appeal. [32809/16]

02/11/2016WRE04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As part of a comprehensive 
customer service and communications strategy provided by Student Universal Support Ireland 
(SUSI), to ensure that all necessary avenues are open to applicants to receive the information 
they need, a dedicated email and phone line service is provided by SUSI for Oireachtas mem-
bers.  This was established to meet an identified need for applicants who choose to engage the 
assistance of their public representatives in making enquiries about their grant applications.

This service complements the established channels provided by SUSI which include online 
application tracking, a dedicated website, a telephone helpdesk, email and social media, includ-
ing Facebook and Twitter. 

Enquiries may be emailed direct to SUSI at oireachtas@susi.ie.  Staff in SUSI are respond-
ing to email queries within a matter of days.

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant or 
that the rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to 
SUSI.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and re-
mains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an ap-
peal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student 
Grants Appeals Board within the required timeframe.

If an individual has a change in circumstances, between 1 January 2016 and the end of the 
2016/17 academic year, which is likely to continue for the foreseeable future or the duration of 
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the course, he/she may request a review of his/her grant application.  Where an awarding au-
thority is satisfied that a change in circumstances has occurred the application will be reassessed 
based on current annualised income. 

02/11/2016WRE04900Student Grant Scheme Applications

02/11/2016WRE05000119. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
examine the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32810/16]

02/11/2016WRE05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As part of a comprehensive 
customer service and communications strategy provided by Student Universal Support Ireland 
(SUSI), to ensure that all necessary avenues are open to applicants to receive the information 
they need, a dedicated email and phone line service is provided by SUSI for Oireachtas mem-
bers.  This was established to meet an identified need for applicants who choose to engage the 
assistance of their public representatives in making enquiries about their grant applications.

This service complements the established channels provided by SUSI which include online 
application tracking, a dedicated website, a telephone helpdesk, email and social media, includ-
ing Facebook and Twitter. 

Enquiries may be emailed direct to SUSI at oireachtas@susi.ie. Staff in SUSI are respond-
ing to email queries within a matter of days.

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant or 
that the rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to 
SUSI.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and re-
mains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an ap-
peal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student 
Grants Appeals Board within the required timeframe.

02/11/2016WRE05200School Closures

02/11/2016WRE05300120. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that more than 100 children aged between five and 12 years are 
expected to be without a school place in the Dundrum area following the sudden closure of a 
school (details supplied); if so, his plans to find school places for these children; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [32820/16]

02/11/2016WRE05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the Trust of the school in question recently made a formal announcement regarding their 
decision to begin winding down this fee charging junior school.  The school will continue op-
erating until the end of the current academic year in June 2017 and will then close.  In general, 
where a school is closing, the onus is on the Patron to assist in ensuring that any remaining 
pupils in the school are accommodated elsewhere.  I understand that the Trust in question is 
committed to assisting parents in the transition of existing students to other schools where ap-
propriate.  To facilitate the process, my Department has provided the Trust with a list of the 
primary schools in the area.  There are a number of primary schools in the surrounding area 
who have capacity.
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I also wish to advise the Deputy that the enrolment of a child in a school is a matter in the 
first instance for the parents/guardians of the child and the Board of Management of the school 
concerned. 

02/11/2016WRE05500Special Educational Needs Service Provision

02/11/2016WRE05600121. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will con-
firm the special needs assistants hours for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [32867/16]

02/11/2016WRE05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), which is an independent statutory agency, is responsible, through 
its network of Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), for processing applications 
from schools for special educational needs supports, including S support.

The NCSE allocates S support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in my De-
partment’s Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie in order that students who have care needs can access S support as and when it is needed.

Responsibility for deciding on the quantum of educational supports and resources to be al-
located to schools to support individual pupils rests with the NCSE.  

It should be noted that S allocations are not made to individual children, but are made to 
schools to support the care needs of children with assessed special educational needs in the 
school.

Where a school wishes to appeal the S support allocation which has been made to them, they 
may do so through the NCSE appeal process, details of which are set out at www.ncse.ie.  The 
option to invoke the NCSE appeals process is open to the school in question.

All schools have the contact details of their local SENO.  Contact details are also available 
on the NCSE website.  The local SENO is also available to discuss any concerns that parents 
have about the present or future educational needs of their child.

As the question raised by the Deputy relates to support for an individual child, I have ar-
ranged for this question to be forwarded to the NCSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRE05800Psychological Assessments

02/11/2016WRE05900122. Deputy Michael D’Arcy asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person 
(details supplied) in County Wexford will have an educational needs assessment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [32874/16]

02/11/2016WRE06000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can inform the Deputy 
that my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) provides educa-
tional psychology service to all primary and post primary schools through an assigned NEPS 
psychologist and in some cases through the Scheme for Commissioning Psychological As-
sessments (SCPA), full details of which are on the Department’s website.  Under this scheme 
schools can have an assessment carried out by a member of the panel of private psychologists 
approved by NEPS, and NEPS will pay the psychologist the fees for this assessment directly.

In common with many other psychological services and best international practice, NEPS 
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has adopted a consultative model of service.  The focus is on empowering teachers to inter-
vene effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild to severe and transient to enduring.  
Psychologists use a problem solving and solution oriented consultative approach to maximise 
positive outcomes for these pupils. NEPS encourages schools to use a continuum based assess-
ment and intervention process whereby each school takes responsibility for initial assessment, 
educational planning and remedial intervention for pupils with learning, emotional or behav-
ioural difficulties.  Teachers may consult their NEPS psychologist should they need to at this 
stage in the process.  Only in the event of a failure to make reasonable progress, in spite of the 
school’s best efforts in consultation with NEPS, will the psychologist become involved with an 
individual child for intensive intervention or assessment. 

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually.  It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention.

If the parents of the child, the subject of this question, have specific concerns about his 
educational progress I would advise, in the first instance, that they speak to the Principal of 
the school with a view to raising these concerns with the assigned NEPS psychologist or local 
NEPS office.

02/11/2016WRE06100School Enrolments Data

02/11/2016WRE06200123. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
schools, by county, that have fewer than six classes per school registered with his Department 
in tabular form. [32511/16]

02/11/2016WRE06300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Mainstream National 
Schools with fewer than 6 classes (refers to Mainstream Classes only)

County Name <6 Classes >=6 Classes Total
Carlow 21 21 42
Cavan 52 23 75
Clare 85 27 112
Cork 172 172 344
Donegal 130 45 175
Dublin 57 384 441
Galway 152 78 230
Kerry 95 37 132
Kildare 29 72 101
Kilkenny 41 31 72
Laois 40 25 65
Leitrim 29 9 38
Limerick 77 58 135
Longford 23 14 37
Louth 22 49 71
Mayo 134 30 164
Meath 50 63 113
Monaghan 43 19 62
Offaly 40 28 68
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County Name <6 Classes >=6 Classes Total
Roscommon 78 13 91
Sligo 50 17 67
Tipperary 113 43 156
Waterford 39 35 74
Westmeath 45 28 73
Wexford 54 50 104
Wicklow 38 44 82
Grand Total 1709 1415 3124

Source: National School Annual Census 2015/2016

02/11/2016WRE06400School Curriculum

02/11/2016WRE06500124. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
a matter (details supplied) regarding a project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32568/16]

02/11/2016WRE06600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
My Department welcomes and values the engagement of providers in supporting all aspects of 
curriculum delivery, in particular in the important area of healthy lifestyles for young people.  
The Apprentice Chef Programme is one such initiative.  Much is being done already in this area 
by my Department, both in terms of the curriculum delivery and in resourcing.  My Department 
issued guidance to post primary schools in September 2015 on promoting healthy lifestyles, 
which includes healthy eating policies.  Similar guidance was provided to primary schools in 
February 2016.

The issue of promoting healthy eating is addressed in schools through subjects such as 
Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE), and Home Economics as well as in Physical 
Education.  With such skills and knowledge, it is hoped that our young people will make appro-
priate choices so that this informed approach will help to reduce the incidence of obesity in our 
young people.  The SPHE syllabus at both primary and post-primary levels contains modules 
which educate students on the elements of a balanced diet and the importance of healthy eating 
for physical and mental well-being.

Schools and the wider education sector have a vital role to play in contributing to the Gov-
ernment’s ‘Healthy Ireland’ agenda set out in the Framework for Improved Health and Wellbe-
ing 2013-2025.  Healthy Ireland was published by the Department of Health in 2013, and is one 
of the most ambitious programmes we have ever seen focused on improving the health of the 
nation.   Teachers are supported through quality continuous professional development provided 
by my Department in order that they can equip students with the key skills and knowledge to 
enable them to make healthier life choices.   Schools’ efforts should be complemented by stu-
dents’ families and their community.  My Department is not in a position to support a national 
roll out of the initiative referred to by the Deputy.  However, schools have the discretion to 
supplement the Department-provided supports with other external resources, such as the Ap-
prentice Chef Programme, as they wish. 

02/11/2016WRE06700Special Educational Needs Service Provision

02/11/2016WRE06800125. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review the 
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case of a person (details supplied) who requires a special needs assistant, SNA; and the process 
for accessing an SNA for preschool children. [32554/16]

02/11/2016WRE06900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Early Start centres 
funded by my Department are staffed by primary school teachers and a childcare assistant also 
works with each group.  This teacher-led staffing arrangement and comparatively favourable 
staff to child ratio is intended to support a range of special educational needs associated with 
concentrated disadvantage.  However, no S allocation is provided until the child is enrolled in 
junior infants.

The Special Education Support Service (SESS), also provides access to supports and teach-
er training that will help teachers in Early Start centres to support students with special educa-
tional needs.

In circumstances where a child enrols to a pre-school service other than an Early Start unit, 
a new Access and Inclusion Model (AIM) programme of supports is in place to support children 
who have needs in those settings.  AIM is a child-centred model, involving seven levels of pro-
gressive support, moving from the universal to the targeted, depending on the needs of the child 
and the pre-school.  It is available only to pre-schools funded under the ECCE scheme, which 
is the remit of the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs.  The supports include: A new Inclu-
sion Charter for the Early Years sector, alongside updated and strengthened Diversity, Equality 
and Inclusion Guidelines for Early Childhood Care and Education.  A new higher education 
programme for early years practitioners (LINC) which will commence from September 2016.  
A new national specialist service which is based in the Better Start National Early Years Quality 
Development Service will provide expert advice, mentoring and support to pre-school provid-
ers from a team of 50 specialists in early years care and education for children with disabilities. 

A new national scheme will provide specialised equipment, appliances and minor altera-
tions which are necessary to support a child’s participation in the ECCE programme.  A new 
national scheme will also provide additional capitation to pre-school providers where this is 
critical to fund extra support in the classroom and enable a child’s participation in pre-school.  It 
is estimated that only 1 to 1.5% of children in pre-school will require, and therefore be eligible 
for, this scheme of additional capitation.

Details of the supports which will be available under AIM can be found at www.preschoo-
laccess.ie which contains comprehensive information on the access and inclusion model and on 
how to apply for the new schemes and supports.

02/11/2016WRF00200Third Level Staff Recruitment

02/11/2016WRF00300126. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to continue 
or amend the employment control framework, ECF, currently in place for higher education 
institutions; if he will consider a phased withdrawal of the ECF to ease the restriction on staff-
ing in higher education institutions; if he will ensure that arts humanities departments have the 
same capacity to recruit academic staff as science technology engineering and maths depart-
ments in any amendment of the ECF; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32576/16]

02/11/2016WRF00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform announced in Budget 2015 that the public sector recruitment moratori-
um established in 2009 would end, but that recruitment across the public sector would continue 
to be managed in a targeted and focused way.  In this regard, a Delegated Sanction Agreement 
(DSA) was put in place for Government Departments and agencies.  The specific Employment 
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Control Framework (ECF) which has been in place for the higher education sector since the 
introduction of the moratorium and which provided institutions with considerable flexibility to 
fill vacancies through recruitment or promotions on the basis of meeting an overall ceiling of 
posts, will be replaced by a DSA specific to the higher education sector.  It is expected that the 
DSA will be in place shortly.

In recognition of the increase in the number of students that will be attending higher educa-
tion institutions over the next number of years, the DSA will allow institutions the same flex-
ibility to fill vacancies but will also allow them to grow their core staff numbers in line with 
their resultant increased income.

A condition of the current ECF, and one that will continue under the DSA, is that core staff-
ing levels should be achieved in a balanced manner across the grading structure and should 
not be concentrated at either the lower or higher grade levels or at either academic or non-
academic grades i.e. the framework should not result in ‘grade-drift’ within institutions.  There 
is no restraints with regard to staffing levels in any particular departments within an institution. 
As autonomous bodies institutions are responsible for managing the staffing levels within their 
departments in line with the conditions of the ECF/DSA and HR practices generally.

02/11/2016WRF00500Pupil-Teacher Ratio

02/11/2016WRF00600127. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason it is 
the case under the staffing ratio for small schools that a school can gain a second teacher with 
15 students, but only if the single teacher has children across six or more class groups, the so-
called six class adjustment; and if a school that has 15 pupils can gain a second teacher if it has 
less than this number of classes. [32620/16]

02/11/2016WRF00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The criteria used for the al-
location of teachers to primary schools is published annually on the website of the Department 
of Education and Skills.  The key factor for determining the level of staffing resources provided 
at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrol-
ments on the previous 30 September.  

The staffing arrangements includes a provision where the appointment and retention of the 
second teacher in a school is set at 15, where the school is 8km or more from the nearest school 
of the same type of patronage or language of instruction.  This compares with an appointment 
figure of 20 and a retention figure of 19 for other 2 teacher schools.

In addition, the new announcement made in Budget 2017 provides a capacity for one teach-
er mainland schools to make an appeal to the Staffing Appeals Board for an extra teacher, where 
the single teacher has children across 6 or more class groups.  Before a school can make an ap-
peal to the Staffing Appeals Board it must have a minimum enrolment of 15 pupils. 

This is in addition to the measure in respect of island schools.  The particular staffing ar-
rangements for island schools are designed to reflect the isolated nature of an island school that 
is only accessible by boat or by helicopter/aeroplane and the operational and practical difficul-
ties that this can create for the school and, in particular, the availability of teaching staff.

These two measures are important additional supports for rural schools on top of other simi-
lar measures introduced recently.  However, we have to prioritise limited resources.

The detailed arrangements for this measure including the details on the appeals process will 
be set out in the staffing schedule Circular for the 2017/18 school year.  The Circular will be 
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published in January 2017.

02/11/2016WRF00800Teacher Recruitment

02/11/2016WRF00900128. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school (details 
supplied) will be eligible to gain a second teacher in 2017-18, if they have 15 pupils spread 
across three class groups; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32621/16]

02/11/2016WRF01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The criteria used for the al-
location of teachers to primary schools is published annually on the website of the Department 
of Education and Skills.  The key factor for determining the level of staffing resources provided 
at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrol-
ments on the previous 30 September.  

New measures announced in last month’s budget provides a capacity for one teacher main-
land schools to make an appeal to the Staffing Appeals Board for an extra teacher, where the 
single teacher has children across 6 or more class groups.  Before a school can make an appeal 
to the Staffing Appeals Board it must have a minimum enrolment of 15 pupils. 

This is in addition to the measure in respect of island schools.  The particular staffing ar-
rangements for island schools are designed to reflect the isolated nature of an island school that 
is only accessible by boat or by helicopter/aeroplane and the operational and practical difficul-
ties that this can create for the school and, in particular, the availability of teaching staff.

These two measures are important additional supports for rural schools on top of other simi-
lar measures introduced recently.  However, we have to prioritise limited resources.

The detailed arrangements for this measure including the details on the appeals process will 
be set out in the staffing schedule Circular for the 2017/18 school year.  The Circular will be 
published in January 2017.

02/11/2016WRF01100Teacher Recruitment

02/11/2016WRF01200129. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an additional teacher 
will be allocated to a school (details supplied) due to the fact that the school has reached the 
55 pupil teacher ratio as of September 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32637/16]

02/11/2016WRF01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The criteria used for the al-
location of teachers to primary schools is published annually on the website of the Department 
of Education and Skills. The key factor for determining the level of staffing resources provided 
at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrol-
ments on the previous 30 September.  

The school referred to by the Deputy had an enrolment of 53 on 30 September 2015.  This 
allows for a mainstream staffing of 2 teachers – Principal and 1 classroom teacher - for the 
2016/17 school year.  There has been no change to the staffing of the school since last year.  

Staffing arrangements for the 2017/18 school year have not yet been finalised.  They will be 
published early in 2017 and at that stage, schools will be able to establish their staffing for the 
following school year.
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02/11/2016WRF01400Teacher Recruitment

02/11/2016WRF01500130. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
an appeal (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32602/16]

02/11/2016WRF01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Department of Education 
and Skills Circular 0007/2016 sets out the criteria for the allocation of teaching posts to primary 
schools for the 2016/2017 school year.   The circular includes the provision whereby schools 
experiencing rapid increases in enrolment can apply for additional permanent mainstream posts 
on developing grounds, using projected enrolment for the following September, in this case 
September 2016.

The school referred to by the Deputy was approved for 2 permanent developing school 
posts, subject to achieving projected enrolments on 30th September 2016.  Actual pupil num-
bers on that date did not meet the required enrolment and so the school were informed that the 
posts are to be suppressed on 28 October 2016.

The school submitted an appeal to the October meeting of the Primary Staffing Appeals 
Board to retain the posts for the school year.  The Appeals Board refused the appeal on the basis 
that the grounds of the appeal did not warrant the allocation of additional posts.  The school has 
been notified of this decision. 

The Primary Staffing Appeals Board operates independently of the Department and its deci-
sion is final. 

02/11/2016WRF01700School Costs

02/11/2016WRF01800131. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will address the 
huge disparity in school costs which exist from school to school throughout the country, and the 
inequality faced by parents by providing funding for a free primary education system as costed 
by a charity (details supplied) at €103 million; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32640/16]

02/11/2016WRF01900143. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will re-
view the findings of a survey by a charity (details supplied) which reports on the wide variation 
in costs incurred by parents from one school to another; if he will consider providing the fund-
ing for a free primary education system as costed by the charity at €103 million; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [32713/16]

02/11/2016WRF02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 131 and 143 together.

I am aware of the report referred to by the Deputies.

I strongly support any measures that can be put in place to reduce costs for parents.  

All schools must be sensitive to the financial pressures on parents in making decisions, not 
just about school uniforms or books, but about any matter that has cost implications for parents. 

The Action Plan for Education outlines hundreds of actions to be implemented over the 3 
year period 2016 to 2019.  Some of the actions as part of the plan are to strengthen the focus on 
reducing school costs for parents by:

- Restoring capitation funding over a three-year period as resources permit
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- Increasing the financial support for book rental schemes, in order to reduce or eliminate 
school book costs for parents

- Issuing a new circular to school authorities and ETBs regarding school uniform policy and 
other costs and the need to put a greater emphasis on reducing the cost of school uniforms and 
other costs.

Budget 2017 represents the start of a major programme of reinvestment in education, and 
the first phase of implementation of the Action Plan for Education, aimed at becoming the best 
education system in Europe within a decade. 

It was not possible to provide additional funding in Budget 2017 in relation to this element 
of the Action Plan due to the many competing demands for the available funding.  However, 
this commitment remains a priority for me to address as soon as possible during the lifetime of 
the Action Plan.  It is important to note that the total allocation to this Department for additional 
policy measures, after demographics and Industrial Relations commitments, was €130 million 
and of which all our commitments in higher and further education and primary and secondary 
schools had to be funded.

My Department’s position in relation to voluntary contributions is that they are permissible 
provided it is made absolutely clear to parents that there is no question of compulsion to pay.  I 
have no plans to alter this position so long as schools ensure that the contributions are sought in 
a manner that makes this clear to all concerned.

Separately, the Deputy will be aware that the Education (Admission to Schools) Bill, which 
was published on 6 July 2016, contains a provision prohibiting the charging of fees or seeking 
payment or contributions for an application for admission to a school or for the enrolment or 
continued enrolment of a student in a school.

I also intend to introduce a stronger complaints procedure and a charter for parents.  It is 
important that schools should consult parents on matters relating to their children’s education, 
including those matters which have cost implications, and schools should be responsive to the 
views and concerns of parents.  In that regard requiring schools to have a parent charter will 
ensure that schools will interact better with parent associations and with individual parents.

I plan to make an announcement shortly on draft legislation that will replace Section 28 of 
the Education Act, 1998 and require every school to publish and operate a Parent and Student 
Charter in accordance with national guidelines.  These guidelines will be published after con-
sultation with the education partners. 

I believe that these actions will significantly strengthen the focus on reducing school costs 
for parents.

02/11/2016WRF02100School Transport Administration

02/11/2016WRF02200132. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the national 
policy in relation to allowing children who avail of school transport to a rural school remain in 
the school until 3 p.m. when they finish at 2 p.m. and where the school bus only travels once 
at 3 p.m.; the action families can take if a school does not permit the children to remain on the 
premises until 3 p.m. and where they hold a bus ticket but cannot avail of the school transport 
due to a change in policy by the school; if school transport will be provided at 2 p.m. for these 
children who have an entitlement to school transport and who hold valid tickets; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [32628/16]
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02/11/2016WRF02300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

Currently, in the region of 114,000 children, including some 10,000 children with special 
educational needs, are being transported in over 4,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

One of the main objectives of the School Transport Scheme is to ensure that, as far as pos-
sible, eligible children have a reasonable level of service while at the same time, ensuring that 
school transport vehicles are fully utilised in an efficient and cost effective manner.In this re-
gard, Bus Éireann generally plan and timetable school transport services for children who are 
in attendance for the full school day.Children in infant classes may have a school day that is one 
hour shorter than the length of the normal school day.  This is a concession in the interests of 
young children and allows for a perceived inability on their part to sustain the work of the full 
day. It is a matter for the Board of Management of a particular school to decide whether the con-
cession should be applied in the case of the school or not . It is also a matter for the managerial 
authorities to arrange adequate supervision for children while they are on the school premises. 

02/11/2016WRF02400Industrial Disputes

02/11/2016WRF02500133. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on wheth-
er second level schools will close on dates other than those formally set out as strike days by the 
ASTI as a direct result and consequence of the withdrawal of ASTI members from supervision 
and substitution duties; if his Department will pay the wages of ASTI members who present for 
work on those days but who are unable to teach students because of the closure of schools; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [32629/16]

02/11/2016WRF02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): It is important to note that 
there are four separate industrial actions being carried out by ASTI currently - two of which are 
directly at play in the current dispute:

- Firstly, a series of one-day strikes by ASTI members on the issue of new entrant pay, which 
started on 27 October and continues on six additional days from 8 November; and

- Secondly, the withdrawal of ASTI members from supervision and substitution duties on an 
indefinite basis starting from 7 November. 

Since the Haddington Road Agreement, supervision and substitution duties are a core part 
of teachers’ duties.  The ASTI action to withdraw from S&S duties from 7 November makes 
widespread school closures inevitable from that date.  This is because ASTI have refused to 
provide the necessary cooperation to allow workable contingency arrangements to be put in 
place.  Their standing committee considered the request of the Department for co-operation 
and took a firm decision to reject this.  Nevertheless, as part of our obligation to do everything 
possible to support schools to stay open after 7 November, we are supporting schools to recruit 
other people to carry out this supervision and substitution.  

Where schools close as a result of ASTI’s withdrawal from supervision and substitution 
duties, teachers who have not made themselves available for S and S will not be paid for those 
days.  It is normal industrial relations practice that, where workers in industrial action withdraw 
from core elements of their work, resulting in the closure of the workplace, that those workers 
would not be paid for those days.
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I have continually stated that dialogue between my Department and the ASTI is in the best 
interests of schools, parents, students and teachers.  My Department has been having ongoing 
discussions with the ASTI in relation to issues of concern and talks are continuing this week. 

In relation to new entrant teachers, there is a deal on offer to ASTI which would see pay 
increases of 15% and 22% for new entrant teachers, with further benefits in terms of working 
conditions, and a route to further possible improvements after that through the Public Pay Com-
mission.

Under the proposed deal for new entrant teachers which is being implemented for the INTO 
and the TUI and which is potentially on offer to the ASTI:

- The starting pay for new entrant members will increase by 15% between 31 August 2016 
and 1 January 2018 (from €31,009 to €35,602).

- An individual member recruited since 1 September 2015 will see a 22% increase in their 
pay between 31 August 2016 and 1 January 2018 (from €31,009 to €37,723).

In relation to the withdrawal from supervision and substitution, there is also a deal on the 
table which would see payments for supervision and substitution restored, as well as a whole 
series of other benefits if ASTI agree to carry out the 33 ‘Croke Park Hours’ and suspend their 
industrial action. 

This is at the heart of this dispute – less than an hour a week, agreed in previous public pay 
deals, to allow schools host planning meetings and parent teacher meetings outside of school 
time.  Similar hours are worked across the public service – in fact most public servants agreed 
to 100 extra hours per year, compared to 33 per year in the education sector. 

Unfortunately, ASTI have refused this offer thus far, but it remains open to them. Hopefully 
this dispute will now quickly move into a phase where the ASTI is willing, for the first time, to 
seriously engage with the potential for resolution.  

02/11/2016WRF02700Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

02/11/2016WRF02800134. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if payments 
will be made under the Caranua redress scheme towards funeral costs of survivors of institu-
tional abuse; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32654/16]

02/11/2016WRF02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Caranua, the Residential 
Institutions Statutory Fund Board, is an independent statutory body established pursuant to the 
Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012 to oversee the use of the cash contributions of 
up to €110 million, pledged by the religious congregations, to support the needs of survivors 
of institutional child abuse.  The classes of services from which the Board can determine the 
approved services to be provided are set out in section 8(1) of the 2012 Act while section 8(2) 
provides that the Board of Caranua may determine whether a service is an approved service.  I 
have no role in the making of a determination under section 8(2).  For the information of the 
Deputy I understand that earlier this year Caranua decided to include the provision of a contri-
bution towards funeral costs as an approved service.  Details regarding Caranua’s services are 
available on its website (www.caranua.ie).

02/11/2016WRF02950Residential Institutions Redress Scheme
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02/11/2016WRF03000135. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person 
(details supplied) in County Sligo will have a decision in respect of an application for urgent 
house improvements under the Caranua redress scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [32653/16]

02/11/2016WRF03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Caranua, the Residential 
Institutions Statutory Fund Board, is an independent statutory body established pursuant to the 
Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012 to oversee the use of the cash contributions of 
up to €110 million, pledged by the religious congregations, to support the needs of survivors of 
institutional child abuse. The processing of individual applications is a matter for Caranua itself 
and my officials have requested Caranua to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as 
soon as possible.

02/11/2016WRF03200Residential Institutions Statutory Fund

02/11/2016WRF03300136. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the introduction of a €15,000 cap on applications to the residential institutions 
statutory fund; if his attention has been further drawn to any assessment that has been carried 
out to justify the new limits; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32655/16]

02/11/2016WRF03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As I have explained to the 
Deputy in reply to previous Parliamentary Questions, Caranua - the Residential Institutions 
Statutory Fund - is an independent statutory body established pursuant to the Residential Insti-
tutions Statutory Fund Act 2012 to oversee the use of the cash contributions of up to €110 mil-
lion, pledged by the religious congregations, to support the needs of survivors of institutional 
child abuse.  Section 9 of the 2012 Act gives the Board of Caranua the power to determine the 
criteria by reference to which decisions may be made in respect of applications - this includes 
the power to apply limits to the moneys that may be made available for an arrangement for the 
provision of support to a former resident or to pay a grant to a former resident.  I have no role 
in relation to the determination of criteria by Caranua. 

02/11/2016WRF03500Special Educational Needs Service Provision

02/11/2016WRF03600137. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education and Skills the secondary 
schools that currently provide classes and supports for secondary school children who are on the 
autism spectrum in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32625/16]

02/11/2016WRF03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
that this Government is committed to ensuring that all children with Special Educational Needs, 
including those with autism, can have access to an education appropriate to their needs, prefer-
ably in school settings through the primary and post primary school network.

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum. 

In respect of children with ASD who cannot be accommodated in mainstream education, 
they may be enrolled in special classes or special schools where more intensive and supportive 
interventions are provided.

The Deputy will be aware that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is re-
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sponsible, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), for 
allocating resource teachers and special needs assistants to schools to support students with 
Special Educational Needs, including Autism.  It is also the role of the NCSE to make appropri-
ate arrangements to establish special classes in schools in communities where the need for such 
classes has been identified.

Special classes for children with ASD within mainstream schools are intended for children 
who, by virtue of their level of Special Educational Needs, cannot reasonably be educated in 
a mainstream class setting, but who can still attend their local school in a special class with a 
lower pupil–teacher ratio of 6:1 at primary level and 6:1.5 at post primary level, and also have 
Special Needs Assistant support normally amounting to 2 Ss for a class of 6 children. 

Progress in developing this network has been significant and in addition to the special school 
placements there are currently 1,153 special classes throughout the country at primary and post 
primary level of which 889 are for children with Autism.

There are 4 special schools and 66 special classes attached to mainstream schools in County 
Kildare for 2016/17 school year (up from 64 in 15/16): 59 classes are for students with ASD, in-
cluding 6 Early Intervention Classes for children who are not yet school going age, 41 primary 
school classes and 12 at post primary level in mainstream schools. 2 of these classes are new 
classes due to open in September 2016, 1 at primary level and 1 at post primary level. 

The NCSE, in consultation with the relevant education partners, must take into account 
the present and future potential need, location and sustainability in looking to establish special 
classes in certain areas.  In this regard the NCSE has advised that they are continuing to engage 
with schools in the area referred to by the Deputy in opening special classes where there is an 
identified need for special class provision.

The NCSE recently launched guidelines for Boards of Management and Principals of Pri-
mary and Post Primary schools which provide information on setting up and organising special 
classes.  These guidelines are available to download from   www.ncse.ie.

02/11/2016WRF03800Education Centre Network

02/11/2016WRF03900138. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the implications of his Department’s decision informing a centre (details 
supplied) that it must incorporate its contingency funds into its core budget particularly in view 
of the centre’s careful management of a contingency fund which was used to cover a variety of 
purposes and the fact that this change could lead to loss of jobs. [32683/16]

02/11/2016WRF04000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
Education Centres are independent statutory bodies under Section 37 of the Education Act 
(1998) and are managed by voluntary Management Committees elected annually and com-
prised mainly of teachers.  Therefore staffing arrangements are managed by the centre in ques-
tion.

My Department is the main source of funding for Education Centres through direct budget 
allocation towards administrative staff pay and operating costs including significant funding for 
hosting and administration of a number of national programmes delivering continuing profes-
sional development courses and other professional support for teachers throughout the country.  
Education Centres also raise funds through local activities from other organisations.

All funds held by Centres are subject to compliance with the general rules governing bod-
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ies in the public sector including the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER) 
Circular: 13/2014 Management of and Accountability for Grants from Exchequer Funds.  

I wish to inform the Deputy the officials of my Department have engaged with the Educa-
tion Centre and have received clarification in relation to the stability of the Centres financial 
and staffing position. 

In a broader context my Department has commissioned an independent review of the gov-
ernance, funding and accountability arrangements for the support services and Education Cen-
tres.  In the course of the review there will be on site visits to several centres, one of which will 
be the centre to which the Deputy refers.  The review is expected to be completed and a report 
made available by the end of the year.

02/11/2016WRF04100Schools Building Projects Status

02/11/2016WRF04200139. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills when construction 
of a new school (details supplied) is expected to commence; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [32689/16]

02/11/2016WRF04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy will be 
aware, a project for the school referred is included in my Department’s 6 Year Capital Pro-
gramme and is scheduled to proceed to tender and construction in 2018.

Officials from my Department recently advised the school’s Board of Management and the 
Patron’s representative that following a technical examination of an alternative site being made 
available by the School Patron, it has been decided that a new school building will be provided 
for the school referred to by the Deputy on that site. A Schedule of Accommodation and a 
project brief is currently being finalised. My Department will continue to liaise with the school 
authorities in relation to advancing this school project into the Architectural Planning process.

02/11/2016WRF04400Schools Extra Curricular Activities

02/11/2016WRF04500140. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there are any 
rules regarding fitness or other sports instructors coming into schools to give occasional classes, 
in terms of qualifications and standards; his plans to introduce a circular offering guidance to 
schools as to qualifications required and child protection issues resulting; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [32695/16]

02/11/2016WRF04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Department of Edu-
cation and Skills is responsible for providing schools with the State curriculum.  It is a matter 
for schools to determine what materials and resources they will use in order to implement the 
curriculum.  This includes external resources and staffing.  Therefore, it is expected that schools 
will carry out all necessary checking of the qualifications of external providers. 

Every school is required to adhere to the Department’s “Child Protection Procedures for 
Primary and Post-Primary Schools” and must ensure that it meets any Garda vetting obligations 
that arise in respect of persons who work with pupils in the school. 

02/11/2016WRF04700Home Tuition Scheme Eligibility
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02/11/2016WRF04800141. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review 
a decision not to grant home tuition to a person (details supplied) in County Meath following a 
number of recent operations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32699/16]

02/11/2016WRF04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The purpose of the Home 
Tuition Scheme is to provide a compensatory educational service for children, with a signifi-
cant medical condition which has caused, and is likely to continue to cause major disruption to 
school attendance.

Eligibility for Home Tuition for children with a significant medical condition is assessed 
having regard to, in the main, the pupil’s attendance levels during the previous school year and 
a relevant medical /relevant professional report. 

Eligibility is assessed having regard to, although not limited to, the following criteria

- The pupil’s attendance levels during the previous school year.

- A relevant medical /relevant professional report - a separate report may be requested in 
some cases if required.

Based on the information provided by the school in relation to the child’s attendance levels 
the Department was not in a position to sanction Home Tuition.

This decision has been appealed by the parents of the pupil.  Further information in relation 
to this appeal has been sought from the pupil’s parents by the Special Education Section of my 
Department and a decision in relation to the appeal will be made on receipt of this additional 
information.

02/11/2016WRF05000School Closures

02/11/2016WRF05100142. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the transfer 
of undertakings directive and regulations, TUPE, apply in the instance of his Department taking 
over a campus (details supplied); and if his Department, as a result of it taking over the campus 
now has an obligation under this regulation to the primary school teachers who have now been 
put at risk under a redundancy process. [32704/16]

02/11/2016WRF05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In relation to the situation 
of the schools referred to by the Deputy more generally, the Patron has at all times indicated 
its commitment to the school community to ensure an orderly wind-down during the school’s 
phased closure.  The Patron has recently announced that the Junior school will continue operat-
ing until the end of the current academic year in June 2017 and will then close.  The post-pri-
mary school will continue to operate until June 2019 to ensure that all pupils currently attending 
the school can complete their current junior and senior cycles uninterrupted.

My Department is not taking over the operation of the schools referred to by the Deputy.  The 
Patron of the schools has informed my Department that it intends to close the current schools.  
Officials from my Department have engaged with the Trustees in relation to the acquisition of 
the property. My Department has acquired the site with a view to using it for school accom-
modation in the future.  A decision in relation to the use of accommodation or the configuration 
of schools in the future has not yet been determined.  In these circumstances, I am satisfied that 
the transfer of undertakings directive and regulations do not apply to my Department; I am also 
satisfied that my Department does not have any obligations under the transfer of undertakings 
directive and regulations.
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  Question No. 143 answered with Question No. 131.

02/11/2016WRF05400Summer Works Scheme Applications

02/11/2016WRF05500144. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to an engineer’s report detailing the need for replacement of 39 year old fire doors 
and apex windows in a school (details supplied), and that it was not included in the summer 
works programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32720/16]

02/11/2016WRF05600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the school in question applied for funding for mechanical works, a  category 3 project, 
under the Summer Works Scheme (SWS) (2016-17).  The Circular (0055/2015) which accom-
panied the scheme and which may be accessed on my Department’s website, states that schools 
should prioritise and identify the most urgent project for which funding is being sought.  As the 
school prioritised the mechanical works for funding, it is not possible to consider further works 
under SWS (2016/17). 

Valid SWS (2016-2017) applications from schools in respect of Categories 3 to 10 that 
were not reached under round one approvals announced on 28 April last, will, subject to overall 
availability of funding, qualify to be assessed under future rounds of the Scheme.  If this arises, 
the terms and conditions of the Scheme as outlined in the Circular Letter, will continue to ap-
ply when allocating funding to such projects.  The school’s application for mechanical works 
is available to be considered in this context.  It is open to the school, if it so decides, to make 
an application for the works referred to by the Deputy under a future Summer Works Scheme. 

02/11/2016WRF05700Teacher Recruitment

02/11/2016WRF05800145. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
full details regarding the extra teaching posts announced as part of budget 2017; the way these 
teaching posts will be divided between primary and post-primary schools; if qualified post-pri-
mary teachers of history and religion can apply for these posts; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [32728/16]

02/11/2016WRF05900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Teacher allocations to all 
schools are approved annually by my Department in accordance with established rules based on 
recognised pupil enrolment.  The criteria for the allocation of posts are communicated to school 
managements annually and the staffing circulars in respect of the 2017/18 school year will be 
available on the Department website next January.

Budget 2017 sets out the resources available for schools for the 2017/18 school year.  This 
Budget represents the start of a major reinvestment in education, and the first phase of imple-
mentation of the Action Plan for Education, aimed at becoming the best education system in 
Europe within a decade.  The budget provides for over 2,400 additional teaching posts for our 
primary and post primary schools next year.

This includes 680 posts to meet rising demographic needs at both primary and post-primary 
level, 900 additional resource teachers to cover both sectors, 550 additional posts arising from 
Junior Cycle professional time, 100 posts arising from enhancements to guidance, and 170 
posts arising from enhancements to school leadership.

The recruitment and appointment of teachers to fill teaching posts is a matter for the indi-
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vidual school authority, subject to procedures agreed under Section 24(3) of the Education Act 
1998 (as amended by the Education (Amendment) Act 2012).

02/11/2016WRF06000School Management

02/11/2016WRF06100146. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he or his De-
partment were made aware of the sudden death of a person (details supplied) and when their 
colleagues wanted to attend the funeral on a school day there was no facility or discretion al-
lowed for them to do so; if there is a policy in his Department on when a practising teacher 
passes away; if he will review this particular case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32757/16]

02/11/2016WRF06200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The National Educational 
Psychological Service (NEPS) provides assistance to all schools that experience critical inci-
dents such as a sudden bereavement.  I can confirm that a NEPS psychologist visited the school 
referred to by the Deputy to offer advice and support and this service remains available to the 
school.

In addition I can advise the Deputy that the school in question sought an exceptional closure 
for 21 October 2016 which was granted by my Department given the particular circumstances 
of the case.

02/11/2016WRF06300School Transport Appeals

02/11/2016WRF06400147. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total cost to 
the State of running and maintaining the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport’s school 
transport appeals office, including total payment to staff and all associated costs per annum for 
the years 2015 and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32804/16]

02/11/2016WRF06500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The School Transport Appeals Board is independent of my Department. 

The Deputy will be aware that the role of the Board is, broadly, to examine appeals against 
decisions made by, or on behalf of, the Department of Education and Skills regarding the pro-
vision of school transport services and/or grant-aid under the terms of the School Transport 
Schemes.

The total payments made to members of the School Transport Appeals Board for 2015 was 
€14,403. 

To date, the total payments made to members of the School Transport Appeals Board for 
2016 is €10,844. 

02/11/2016WRF06600School Funding

02/11/2016WRF06700148. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application made by a school (details supplied) for emergency funding. [32836/16]

02/11/2016WRF06800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school to which the 
Deputy refers currently has a number of applications for capital funding with my Department  
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including an Emergency Works Scheme application.  My Department is liaising with the school 
to composite its applications to enable a decision on how best to comprehensively meet its 
needs over a period of time.  Given the extent of the work required and the cost involved, an 
orderly and structured approach is preferred rather than a piecemeal response based on the 
individual applications on hands which could result in abortive work.   Additional information 
has been sought from the school and when this is received, it is intended that a site visit will be 
carried out by Department Officials.  A decision on how best to proceed will be taken as soon 
as possible thereafter.

02/11/2016WRF06900Schools Site Acquisitions

02/11/2016WRF07000149. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
efforts to secure permanent school buildings for a school (details supplied). [32872/16]

02/11/2016WRF07100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Officials from my Depart-
ment have worked closely with officials from Cork City Council  to procure a permanent site 
for the school referred to by the Deputy. 

This acquisition is currently at an advanced stage and is expected to complete shortly, sub-
ject to no issues arising.

02/11/2016WRG00200School Accommodation Provision

02/11/2016WRG00300150. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an application 
for emergency works to a school (details supplied) in County Clare will be sanctioned; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [32873/16]

02/11/2016WRG00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The application from the 
school to which the Deputy refers was made under my Department’s Additional Accommoda-
tion Scheme.  The application is under consideration and a decision will be conveyed to the 
school authority as soon as possible.

02/11/2016WRG00500Minor Works Scheme

02/11/2016WRG00600151. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
a commitment that minor works scheme applications will be processed, sanctioned and paid out 
as a matter of urgency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32877/16]

02/11/2016WRG00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The normal practice is for 
the Minor Works Grant to be announced late in the year if funding permits.  The issue of the 
Minor Works Grant 2016/2017 will be considered in the context of my Department’s overall 
capital position later this year. 

Subject to funding, the Minor Works Grant issues to primary schools without the need for 
primary schools to submit an application. 

02/11/2016WRG00800Third Level Expenditure

02/11/2016WRG00900152. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
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estimates for the amount academic libraries in third level institutions spend each year on access-
ing electronic serial subscriptions such as academic or paid subscription journals. [32881/16]

02/11/2016WRG01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Funding for the substantial 
proportion of access to electronic-journals is coordinated through IReL, a highly successful 
shared service.  IReL is an essential element in Ireland’s research and education infrastructure 
delivering access for students and staff of all seven universities and the RCSI to over 30,000 
journals as well as databases and e-books.  It also underpins key areas of research funded 
through national bodies, such as SFI, IRC, EI, HRB and Teagasc, and through European and 
international funding streams.  IReL promotes research among others by attracting principal in-
vestigators from across the globe with its unique depth and wealth of content, and by supporting 
them throughout the lifecycle of research: from preparing a grant application to the publication 
of research output in high-impact journals.  Access to all major research fields is ensured by 
IReL licences.

Currently DJEI fund  Science Engineering and Technology (€5.7m was provided in 2016), 
while Humanities and  Social Sciences  are funded by the Department of Education and Skills 
via the HEA’s core grant allocation to the seven universities (€4.104m in 2016).  A third grant 
provides access to two journal collections by EBSCO to the institutes of technology via their 
core grant at €221,000.  Higher education institutions may also pay from their own resources to 
access electronic journals in addition to IReL.

02/11/2016WRG01100Departmental Legal Costs

02/11/2016WRG01200153. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount 
that his Department spent on external legal advice in each of the years 2013, 2014 and 2015; the 
names of each of the legal firms that provided advice to his Department in each of those years; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32918/16]

02/11/2016WRG01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the total costs for external legal advice incurred by my Department during the years in 
question are as follows:

- 2013 - €47843.07

- 2014 - €19312.94

- 2015 - €13591.50

The external bodies providing the advice were as follows:

- Conor Feeney, BL

- Peter Ward, BL

- Patrick Donaghy and Co.

State Claims Agency

02/11/2016WRG01400School Accommodation

02/11/2016WRG01500154. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he expects a 
decision to be made on an application for funding by a school (details supplied); and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [32922/16]

02/11/2016WRG01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that the 
school to which the Deputy refers has submitted an application to my Department for additional 
school accommodation. 

The application will be assessed and a decision will be conveyed to the school authority as 
soon as the assessment process has been completed.

02/11/2016WRG01700Schools Building Projects Status

02/11/2016WRG01800155. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
a school’s building project cannot proceed to pre-qualification stage (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [32925/16]

02/11/2016WRG01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building proj-
ect for the school in question is included in my Departments six year construction programme 
2016-21 and is scheduled therein to commence construction in 2017. 

The project is at an advanced stage of architectural planning - Stage 2(b), which includes 
the applications for the Fire Certificate and Disability Access Certificate and the preparation 
of Tender Documents.  Planning Permission and the Disability Certificate have been secured.  
The Design Team recently responded to a further information request from the Local Authority 
in respect of the Fire Certificate application and a decision on the application is awaited from 
the Local Authority.  In September, the Design Team was also requested to review the impact 
of the recently introduced changes to the Public Works Contracts (PWC) and to revert to my 
Department with an assessment of what, if any, additional works are required to bring the tender 
documents into line with those changes. 

Until all statutory approvals have been received and the Design Team has submitted its pro-
posals in respect of the PWC changes, it would be premature to consider approval to commence 
pre-qualification of Contractors.

02/11/2016WRG02000Water Charges Exemptions

02/11/2016WRG02100156. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans 
to exempt primary and post-primary schools from having to pay water charges; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [32928/16]

02/11/2016WRG02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will appreciate 
that the implementation of the Government decision on water charges for schools is a matter 
for my colleague the Minister for Housing, Planning Community and Local Government in 
conjunction with Irish Water. 

02/11/2016WRG02300Special Educational Needs Service Provision

02/11/2016WRG02400157. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will con-
sider increasing the resource hours for children with Down’s syndrome and a mild intellectual 
disability from 2.5 hours per week to five hours per week. [32965/16]
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02/11/2016WRG02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In March 2015, the then 
Minister for Education and Skills announced the introduction of an interim measure to give 
some certainty for children with Down syndrome in relation to their teaching allocations, until 
a new model for the allocation of resource teachers in mainstream schools is in place.  Provi-
sion was made for the NCSE to make additional allocations of 2.5 Resource Teaching hours 
per week to schools, in respect of any child with Down syndrome, currently not eligible for 
Low Incidence resource teaching hours.   The allocation of 2.5 hours per child reflects the al-
location rates for children in the mild general learning difficulty range, including those with 
Down syndrome, prior to the introduction of generalised allocations for schools.   This measure 
was provided in recognition of the fact that children with Down syndrome experience a cluster 
of difficulties relating to this syndrome, in addition to general learning difficulties, including 
speech and language developmental delays.  It was intended that this would address a central 
concern parents had, that children with Down syndrome with a Mild General Learning Dif-
ficulty did not have, adequate support, or certainty of the support they would receive, under 
the General Allocation schemes, as schools have many competing demands in this area.  It was 
advised at the time that such provision would continue to remain in place until a new model for 
allocating resource teaching support was introduced for schools.  The Deputy will be aware that 
the NCSE recommended the introduction of a new resource allocation model, which it had con-
tended would overcome difficulties potentially affecting all children with mild general learning 
disabilities, including children with Down syndrome, and which will allow schools to allocate 
resources to pupils taking account of their individual learning needs, as opposed to being based 
primarily on a diagnosis of a particular disability.

As part the recent Budget announcements, I announced that following development and 
piloting over the past number of years, a new model for the allocation of teaching resources for 
children with special educational needs will be implemented from September 2017.    As the 
new model will be implemented from September 2017, I do not propose to review the existing 
allocation basis in the interim.  

An additional €18 million will be provided in 2017 to provide for around 900 resource 
teacher posts.  

Further details regarding implementation of the new model will be announced in the coming 
months.

02/11/2016WRG02600English Language Training Organisations

02/11/2016WRG02700158. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
applications for ACELS recognition that are awaiting a decision; if there is an indicative time-
frame for the processing of applications for recognition; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [32972/16]

02/11/2016WRG02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): ACELS (the Accreditation 
and Coordination of English Language Services) is a voluntary national scheme responsible for 
the recognition and inspection of English language schools.  It is administered by Quality and 
Qualifications Ireland (QQI).  

ACELS has been closed for new applications since January 2014, therefore there are no new 
applications for ACELS recognition awaiting a decision.  

ACELS continues to operate on a voluntary, contractual basis for existing providers.
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02/11/2016WRG02900National Council for Special Education

02/11/2016WRG03000159. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the changes 
involved in moving from GAM, the general allocation model, to TAM, the teacher allocation 
model, of resource learning support teaching; when these changes will be implemented; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [32973/16]

02/11/2016WRG03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) has a statutory role under the Education of Persons with Special 
Educational Needs Act 2004 to provide me with policy advice in relation to matters concerning 
the education of persons with special educational needs.  The NCSE identified that the current 
model for allocating resource teachers to schools is potentially inequitable, because access to 
the range of professional assessments required for the diagnosis of low incident disabilities is 
not always readily available to those who cannot afford to access them privately.

The NCSE has also advised that the current model can lead to unnecessary labelling of 
children from a young age.  The NCSE has proposed a new resource teaching allocation model 
which will, when introduced, remove the formal requirement for diagnostic assessment to ac-
cess additional support and which will provide resources to schools based on school profiles.

A pilot of this new model was conducted in 47 primary and post primary schools over the 
course of the 2015/16 school year.

A review of this pilot has been completed and a report of the review is currently being 
finalised. I understand that the review will indicate that the new model has been positively re-
ceived by schools and parents. 

Schools indicated that they welcomed the increased flexibility and autonomy provided by 
the model to allocate resources based on need.  Most schools believe the model allows more 
scope for team teaching, targeted interventions, mix of in-class and group work, with less focus 
on withdrawal and one to one teaching.  Schools welcome the move away from the unnecessary 
labelling of children in order to secure resources.  Schools also welcomed that they no longer 
need to wait for diagnosis and that this facilitates intervention at an earlier stage based on the 
schools identification of need.  In addition schools indicated a belief that they were broadly well 
supported in meeting the needs of children with Special Educational Needs.

As part the recent Budget announcements, I therefore announced that following develop-
ment and piloting over the past number of years, a new model for the allocation of teaching re-
sources for children with special educational needs will be implemented from September 2017.  

An additional €18 million will be provided in 2017 to provide for around 900 resource 
teacher posts.  

Further details regarding implementation of the new model will be announced in the coming 
months.

02/11/2016WRG03200Schools Building Projects Status

02/11/2016WRG03300160. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of new 
building works for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32994/16]

02/11/2016WRG03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building proj-
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ect for the school to which the Deputy refers is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, 
Stage 2(b) - Detailed Design, which includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire 
Certificate and Disability Access Certificate and the preparation of Tender Documents.  All 
statutory approvals have been secured and the Design Team have been authorised to complete 
Stage 2(b).

02/11/2016WRG03500Apprenticeship Data

02/11/2016WRG03600161. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
apprentices in construction-related trades in 2016; and if he will provide the equivalent figures 
for each of the past ten years with a breakdown by trade. [33021/16]

02/11/2016WRG03700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The statistics sought by the Deputy are set out in the table below

Apprentice Craft Population 2006 - 2016 (October 24th)

CRAFT 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 
(Oct 
24th)

Construction               
Brick & Stonelaying 1,865 1,635 1,062 534 202 147 85 54 53 54 85
Cabinetmaking 668 671 495 275 150 101 35 10 4 5 3
Carpentry & Joinery 6,967 6,815 5,036 2,925 1,745 1,169 716 406 471 657 826
Floor & Wall Tiling 114 125 91 41 21 15 7 4 2 1  
Painting & Decorating 481 440 345 202 101 89 69 37 33 40 44
Pipefitting          34 60
Plastering 948 874 633 340 175 116 63 40 28 34 35
Plumbing 4,730 4,842 3,679 2,237 1,396 1,098 688 604 779 798 986
Stonecutting and 
Stonemasonry

        16 28 26

Wood Machining 60 50 30 17 5 4 2     
Wood Manufacturing - - - - 13 23 29 42 51 84 120
Sub Total 15,833 15,452 11,371 6,571 3,808 2,762 1,694 1,197 1,437 1,735 2,185

02/11/2016WRG03800State Examinations

02/11/2016WRG03900162. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills the changes he 
will make to the RACE scheme, following significant criticism of the current operation of the 
scheme by the Ombudsman for Children and the way it applied to students with learning dif-
ficulties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33026/16]

02/11/2016WRG04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations. The Commission in this regard operates a scheme of Reasonable Accommodations 
in the Certificate Examinations. 

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

02/11/2016WRG04100Industrial Disputes
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02/11/2016WRG04200163. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Education and Skills provisions will be put 
in place to help junior and leaving certificate students catch up on classes that will be lost due 
to the ongoing teachers’ strike. [33053/16]

02/11/2016WRG04250Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am disappointed at the 
decision of the ASTI to take industrial action and the major disruption caused last Thursday to 
over 250,000 students and their parents and potential further disruption from Monday onwards. 
Talks between ASTI and my Department are continuing this week.  I have continually stated 
that dialogue between my Department and ASTI is in the best interests of schools, parents, stu-
dents and teachers.  I hope that parties can re-engage urgently with a view to working towards 
a resolution in order to avoid further disruption from Monday onwards.  This is an unnecessary 
dispute in my view as the issues in the dispute have been dealt with in deals with other unions.

It is important to note that ASTI currently have four separate disputes with the Department.  
Within these particular issues there are two separate industrial actions on two separate issues 
causing the current stoppages in the ASTI dispute:

Firstly, the series of one-day strikes by ASTI members on the issue of new entrant pay – 
starting last Thursday 27 October and continuing on six additional days from Tuesday 8 No-
vember.

Secondly, the withdrawal from supervision and substitution duties (i.e. substituting for ab-
sent colleagues and supervising yards/communal areas etc. before and after school and at break 
times) on an indefinite basis starting from Monday 7 November.  Since the Haddington Road 
Agreement, these duties are a core part of teachers’ duties, as set out in a Department circular 
at that time. 

In relation to new entrant teachers - there is a deal on offer to ASTI which would see pay 
increases of 15% and 22% for new entrant teachers.  The recent agreement reached with TUI 
and INTO in effect reverses the decision to withdraw qualification allowances from post-1 Feb-
ruary 2012 entrant teachers. 

When other Lansdowne Road increases are also factored in, there will be a 15% increase 
in the starting pay of new entrant teachers between 31 August 2016 and 1 January 2018 (from 
€31,009 to €35,602).  For an individual TUI/INTO member who started teaching in September 
2015, they will see a 22% increase in their pay (including increment) between 31 August 2016 
and 1 January 2018 (from €31,009 to €37,723).  

In relation to the withdrawal from supervision and substitution - there is also a deal on the 
table which would see payments for supervision and substitution restored, as well as a whole 
series of other benefits.

I have offered on several occasions to suspend the implementation of measures associated 
with ASTI’s repudiation of the Lansdowne Road Agreement, if the union suspend their direc-
tive to withdraw from the Croke Park hours.  This would provide a more constructive context 
for talks to take place.  It would also mean that thousands of ASTI teachers would receive the 
payment for supervision and substitution as well as other benefits and protections, under the 
Lansdowne Road Agreement, including:

- Avoiding a 2 year increment freeze;

- Addition of the S&S allowance of €1,592 into the teacher pay scale;

- The Ward Report measures and a revised sequence for filling posts which enable fixed-term 
and part-time teachers to gain permanent, full-time jobs more easily and quickly than before;
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- Continued alleviation of the FEMPI Act pay reductions;

- An increase in the quantum of the Croke Park hours that can be worked on other than a 
whole-school basis;

- A review of the usage of the Croke Park hours; and

- Protection against compulsory redundancy.

Unfortunately, ASTI have refused this offer thus far, but it remains open to them.

The Croke Park hours are at the heart of this dispute – less than an hour a week, agreed in 
previous public service pay deals, to allow schools host planning meetings and parent teacher 
meetings outside of school time.  Similar hours are worked across the public service.  In fact, 
most public servants agreed to work 100 extra hours per year, compared to the 33 per year for 
teachers.

In respect of the withdrawal from S&S from 7 November, this obviously poses a serious 
health and safety concern.  In those circumstances, there is an obligation on the Department to 
do everything possible to put in place alternative arrangements for supervision and substitution 
so as to keep the maximum possible number of schools open.  However, given ASTI’s refusal to 
allow their principals cooperate with contingency arrangements, and given their failure to agree 
to the Department’s request to give adequate notice of industrial action to allow external su-
pervisors be recruited, ASTI’s actions will lead to widespread closures form Monday onwards.

02/11/2016WRG04300School Accommodation Provision

02/11/2016WRG04400164. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills when funding 
will be provided to a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33054/16]

02/11/2016WRG04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department is in re-
ceipt of an application for additional accommodation from the school referred to by the Deputy.  
The application concerned will be assessed and a decision will be conveyed to the school au-
thority as soon as the assessment process has been completed.

02/11/2016WRG04600Water Charges Exemptions

02/11/2016WRG04700165. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local Government his plans to exempt primary and post primary schools from having 
to pay water charges; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32929/16]

02/11/2016WRG04800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): With effect from 1 January 2014, Irish Water is responsible for public water servic-
es.  The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that Irish Water shall collect charges from its 
customers in receipt of water services provided by it.  The Act also provides that responsibility 
for the independent economic regulation of the water sector is assigned to the Commission for 
Energy Regulation (CER) and the CER has been given statutory responsibility for protecting 
the interests of customers.

The Water Services Act 2016 suspends domestic water charges for a period of 9 months, to 
allow for an extensive deliberative process on the future funding of public domestic water ser-
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vices and make recommendations thereon.  These will be considered by an Oireachtas commit-
tee and, ultimately, the Oireachtas will then determine the enduring funding model for domestic 
public water services into the future. 

From 2001, national water pricing policy required local authorities to recover the costs of 
providing water services from all non-domestic users of these services.  This policy provided 
for charges based on actual metered consumption and is consistent with the requirements of the 
Water Framework Directive.  Any non-domestic customers, including schools, connected to a 
public water supply are liable for charges.  It should be noted that the existing tariffs for all non-
domestic customers are remaining in place with no changes for the time being. 

The CER is progressing a review of all aspects of non-domestic water tariffs and in conjunc-
tion with Irish Water will establish an enduring non-domestic tariff framework.  The CER has 
recently published an information note informing customers and interested parties about the 
project and will shortly engage in a period of public consultation on the enduring tariff frame-
work for non-domestic water and or wastewater customers of Irish Water. 

02/11/2016WRG04900Nitrates Action Programme Implementation

02/11/2016WRG05000166. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if any exception or allowance is being made to the rules governing the 
spreading of slurry where flooding situations have arisen and where factors are outside the 
farmer’s control; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33025/16]

02/11/2016WRG05100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The European Union (Good Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters) Regula-
tions 2014, as amended, give legal effect in Ireland to the Nitrates Directive and to our Nitrates 
Action Programme (NAP).  The Directive requires all member states to define set periods when 
the land application of fertiliser, including slurry, is not allowed and in Ireland the closed season 
commenced on 15 October.

The closed periods in Ireland were decided following extensive consultation and were dis-
cussed with farming bodies and the European Commission when Ireland’s Nitrates Action Pro-
gramme was introduced.  The provisions of the Regulations are underpinned by scientific re-
search and good agricultural practice.  The most recent scientific studies carried out on a diverse 
range of farm and soil types as part of Teagasc’s on-going Agricultural Catchments Programme 
has provided further evidence in support of the efficacy of the prohibited spreading periods in 
reducing nutrient losses to waters. 

Ireland faces considerable challenges in meeting the requirements of the Water Framework 
Directive to bring all waters back to good status at least.  Taking those challenges and the evi-
dence in support of the benefit of closed periods into consideration, I am not proposing any 
blanket variation at the present time to the terms of the NAP. 

However, my Department and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine have 
been closely monitoring the situation and where there is a risk to animal welfare due to circum-
stances outside the farmer’s control, farmers have been advised to contact the Nitrates Section 
of the Department of Agriculture at (053) 9163444 or by email to nitrates@agriculture.gov.ie 
with details of the flooding situation, their herd number and other relevant data.  The Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Food and the Marine will follow up directly with farmers who have been 
in touch with the Nitrates Section to advise them of the appropriate action to take in each indi-
vidual case. 



Questions - Written Answers

194

02/11/2016WRG05200Housing Provision

02/11/2016WRG05300167. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the progress made in the programme for Government on housing. [33056/16]

02/11/2016WRG05400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Providing affordable, quality and accessible housing for people is a top priority for 
the Government, as outlined in the Programme for a Partnership Government. In order to ef-
fectively deal with housing and homelessness, the Programme included two key initial actions; 
firstly, a new Cabinet Minister for Housing would be appointed and, secondly, that Minister 
would prep are an action plan for housing.

Following my appointment as Minister, and building on the excellent work of the Special 
Oireachtas Committee on Housing and Homelessness, as well as drawing from an extensive 
stakeholder engagement process, including a number of large stakeholder consultation events 
around the country, Rebuilding Ireland: Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness was pub-
lished on 19 July 2016. 

Given the inter-connectedness of the issues impacting on housing and homelessness and the 
cross cutting nature of these issues it was important that Rebuilding Ireland dealt with all areas 
of the housing system. Therefore, Rebuilding Ireland is based across the five key pillars of Ad-
dressing Homelessness; Accelerating Social Housing; Building More Homes; Improving the 
Rental Sector; and Utilising Existing Housing. The Plan includes over 80 practical and time-
based actions structured around these five key Pillars and is available to view and download at 
www.rebuildingireland.ie. 

Once the Plan was published, the focus quickly switched to active implementation of the 
Plan which is overseen by the Cabinet Committee on Housing, chaired by An Taoiseach. The 
Cabinet Committee reviews progress on delivery across the range of actions to be delivered by 
various Departments and Agencies. 

Rebuilding Ireland contains a clear commitment to reporting regular progress, through both 
a monthly housing activity report and a quarterly overall progress report. The First Quarterly 
Progress Report will be published shortly and will be available to view and download at www.
rebuildingireland.ie. 

02/11/2016WRG05500Water and Sewerage Schemes Status

02/11/2016WRG05600168. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the progress made to deliver the Gaoth Dobhair sewerage scheme; the de-
tails of the latest correspondence exchanged between his Department and the European Com-
mission concerning the infringement case to which the scheme relates; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [32535/16]

02/11/2016WRG05700179. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local Government if he will provide a progress report on Gweedore sewerage scheme; 
the status and timeframe moving forward for its delivery; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [32758/16]

02/11/2016WRG05800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 168 and 179 together. 

The Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive (91/271/EEC) requires that all agglomera-
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tions greater than 2,000 population equivalent are provided with collecting systems for urban 
waste water and that collected waste water receives the appropriate level of treatment before 
discharge. 

The Directive also provides that where the establishment of a collecting system is not justi-
fied either because it would provide no environmental benefit or because it would involve dis-
proportionate cost, individual appropriate systems (e.g. septic tanks) which achieve the same 
level of environmental protection can be used. 

The European Commission has queried the provision of a collecting system for Gaoth Dob-
hair as part of a wider infringement procedure concerning implementation of Directive 91/271/
EEC on urban waste water.  In January 2016, my Department, assisted by Irish Water, and in 
consultation with the Environmental Protection Agency, responded to the Commission in rela-
tion to this infringement procedure.  The response pointed to consideration of possible options 
being reviewed by Irish Water in relation to Gaoth Dobhair.  In September 2016, a reasoned 
opinion on this infringement issued from the European Commission.  My Department, with the 
support of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Irish Water, is currently preparing a 
response to this reasoned opinion.  The response will include an update on the position in rela-
tion to Gaoth Dobhair.

Since 1 January 2014 Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water ser-
vices planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels, including the man-
agement of urban waste water collection and treatment infrastructure.  Irish Water has set out in 
its Water Services Strategic Plan its approach and strategies for the delivery of these services in 
a manner that will protect the environment and provide wastewater services in an efficient and 
economic manner.  Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and 
queries from public representatives.  The team can be contacted via email to oireachtasmem-
bers@water.ie or by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578. 

02/11/2016WRG05900Fire Service

02/11/2016WRG06000169. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the status of the implementation of reforms to the fire service in line with the 
keeping communities safe document. [32559/16]

02/11/2016WRG06100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The provision of Fire Services in Ireland is supported by the National Directorate 
for Fire and Emergency Management in my Department, which also develops standards and 
oversees the delivery of quality services by the Fire Authorities.  In February 2013, the National 
Directorate published the Keeping Communities Safe (KCS) policy document which is the 
blueprint for the direction of fire safety and fire services, aimed at delivering consistent, effec-
tive and quality fire services in Ireland.  KCS aims to continue to reduce the risk from fires in 
our communities and to prioritise the safety of fire personnel in their work.

On 17 December 2015, a new national agreement was signed between fire service manage-
ment and staff representatives on further implementation of KCS.  The agreement provided for 
the replacement of the Consultative Committee element of the National Directorate’s origi-
nal structure.  A new Fire Services National Oversight and Implementation Group (FSNOIG) 
structure, comprised of employers’ and employees’ representatives, has been established and 
brought into operation in 2016. 

Earlier this year, my Department published a report titled Fire Services in Ireland Local 
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Delivery – National Consistency.  This is the first report of a new external validation process 
on fire risk management in Ireland arising from implementation of KCS.  The report examines 
and reports conclusions on the four specific areas of enquiry - Area Risk Categorisation; Fire 
Safety; Fire Service Operations and Major Emergency Management; and Health and Safety 
Management.  The report concludes with an overview of themes and issues before making 
some recommendations for future directions.  Among the main conclusions of this report are: 

-  Ireland is in the league of safest countries in respect of fatalities caused by fire, with a 
three year average rate of 6.4 fire deaths per million of population in the years under consid-
eration.  There is, however, no room for complacency on this aspect, as each death is one too 
many and there are indications of a reversal of the downward trend; 

-  Fire Services are applying and refining internationally-recognised risk management ap-
proaches to reduce the fire risk and the annual toll of life and property loss caused by fire.  Local 
authorities are matching the assessed fire risk in their individual fire station areas with services 
based on both full-time and retained fire service models, with a comprehensive support infra-
structure, and applying a range of appropriate fire prevention and fire protection approaches; 

-  Local authorities have benchmarked their fire services against national standards and na-
tional norms and a strong degree of consistency, linked to area risk categorisation, now exists 
in fire service provision; all local authorities are using, or are working towards, national norms 
as minimum standards; 

-  Local authority and fire service management are highly cognisant of their statutory re-
sponsibilities to ensure the safety, health and welfare of their staff.  They are working to ap-
propriate national guidance, as well as internationally accepted norms, to achieve necessary 
cultural change.  Local authority fire services have been recognised as leaders of best practice 
in safety management by independent assessors; 

-  Ireland’s fire services are in a transition process from what might be characterised as a 
self-contained, individual focus to a position where collaboration with each other and partner-
ships with other branches of local government and other statutory and voluntary sectors are 
seen as key to achieving the objective of safe communities.  Although services are at different 
stages along the road to transition, and further improvement is required in a number of identi-
fied areas, the public are served well by the evolved arrangements and can retain confidence in 
the integrity and professionalism of those with responsibility for managing and delivering fire 
safety and fire services in Ireland. 

02/11/2016WRG06200Motor Tax

02/11/2016WRG06300170. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the reason a person who is taxing a van first registered in 2009 as a private 
vehicle is required to tax it based on its engine capacity rather than its CO2 emmissions; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [32526/16]

02/11/2016WRG06400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Motor tax based on carbon emissions was introduced by the Motor Vehicle (Duties 
and Licences) Act 2008.  The legislative provisions apply to Revenue Category A/EU Category 
M1 vehicles only i.e. passenger cars.

Commercial vehicles, depending on their size, are Revenue Categories B or C and EU 
Categories N1, N2 or N3 and, if being used in a private capacity, must be taxed on the basis of 
engine capacity. 
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02/11/2016WRG06500Housing Provision

02/11/2016WRG06600171. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the details of the buy-and-renewal scheme; the way it can be assessed; 
when it will be rolled out in Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [32565/16]

02/11/2016WRG06700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The initiative to support the purchase and renewal of private houses for social hous-
ing use will be available in all local authority areas, including Dún Laoghaire Rathdown, from 
2017.  I will be making an initial €25 million available for this initiative in 2017 and propose 
to increase this to as much as €50 million in 2018.  I expect this investment to deliver between 
400 and 500 renewed houses for social housing use. The full details of this initiative are being 
finalised and will be communicated to all local authorities in due course.  The initiative will 
present opportunities for local authorities and approved housing bodies to tackle dereliction in 
towns and urban areas, but prospective housing units will always need to be suitable for social 
housing use, in an area of need and to represent reasonable value for money. 

02/11/2016WRG06800Closed-Circuit Television Systems Expenditure

02/11/2016WRG06900172. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to extend the pilot schemes of funding for CCTV cameras for com-
munity alert schemes. [32618/16]

02/11/2016WRG07000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): A rural CCTV initiative was announced by the then Minister for the Environment, 
Community and Local Government in September 2015.  This was, however, a small pilot 
scheme only, with a limited overall budget. This scheme came to an end earlier this year with 
no provision for further funding.

I understand that the Minister for Justice and Equality is currently developing proposals to 
give effect to the Programme for a Partnership Government commitment to provide investment 
in CCTV systems.  This process has been informed by learnings from the pilot initiative man-
aged by my Department. 

02/11/2016WRG07100Electoral Reform

02/11/2016WRG07200173. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local Government if he will consider introducing a provision for early voting in future 
general elections and referenda in line with many other European countries; if provision will be 
made for those persons on holidays, those on pilgrimage or absent due to work commitments; 
his views on whether the present system of postal voting is out of date for a modern country 
and on the many alternatives which are working effectively elsewhere which still protect the 
integrity of the ballot and democratic process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32642/16]

02/11/2016WRG07300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Electoral law provides that a person who is entitled to vote at an election or refer-
endum shall vote in person at a polling station allotted to him or her unless they are included in 
the postal voters list or in the special voters list for the constituency concerned.
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Postal voting is provided for in electoral law in respect of certain categories of person who 
are entered in the register of electors including electors whose occupation, service or employ-
ment makes it likely that they will be unable to vote in person at their local polling station on 
polling day. 

While electoral law is subject to ongoing review, I have no proposals at present to extend 
existing arrangements for postal voting or to introduce an early or advance voting system.  In 
2014, in responding to the recommendation in the Fourth Report of the Convention on the Con-
stitution that there should be greater access to postal voting, the Government proposed that an 
Electoral Commission be tasked in due course with considering the issue and advising in detail 
on the electoral and operational implications, including costs, of implementing change in this 
area. 

A Programme for a Partnership Government includes a commitment to establish an Elec-
toral Commission.  I am not in a position at this point to indicate a definitive timeline for the 
establishment of an Electoral Commission, which will bring a fundamentally changed approach 
to the management and administration of elections.  The necessary detailed consideration and 
analysis is being undertaken in my Department towards the preparation of an Electoral Com-
mission Bill.

02/11/2016WRH00200Social and Affordable Housing Eligibility

02/11/2016WRH00300174. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government his plans to raise the income threshold for social housing applications; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32623/16]

02/11/2016WRH00400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011 prescribe maximum net income 
limits for each housing authority, in different bands according to the area, with income being 
defined and assessed according to a standard Household Means Policy.

The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band were based on an assess-
ment of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs plus a comparative analysis 
of the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country.  The limits also reflect a 
blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to the new system coming into operation, in order 
to broaden the base from which social housing tenants are drawn and thereby promote sustain-
able communities.

I am satisfied that the current income limits generally provide for a fair and equitable system 
of identifying those households unable to provide accommodation from their own resources.  
These limits will continue to be kept under review by my Department, as part of the broader 
social housing reform agenda set out in the Social Housing Strategy 2020.

02/11/2016WRH00500Animal Breeding Regulations

02/11/2016WRH00600175. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the progress being made on the review of dog breeding regulations; the 
intended outcome of this review; and the reason there are no breeders, or relevant interests, 
represented on the review body. [32678/16]

02/11/2016WRH00700176. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
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cal Government the number of registered dog breeders here; and the number of inspections of 
puppy farms in 2015. [32679/16]

02/11/2016WRH00800177. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the penalties for being an unregistered dog breeder; the number of enforcement 
orders that have been taken against breeders for not being registered; and his views on whether 
there is a lack of enforcement against unregistered dog breeders. [32680/16]

02/11/2016WRH00900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 175 to 177, inclusive, together.

I refer to the reply to Question N o 269 of 25 October 2016 which sets out the position in 
relation to the review of the Dog Breeding Establishment Guidelines.  The Working Group 
concerned has produced a first draft revision of the guidelines.  The working group is represen-
tative of my Department, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, the Department 
of Agriculture Northern Ireland, the Local Authority Veterinary Services (LAVS), the ISPCA 
and the DSPCA.  All of these bodies have a formal regulatory role and the requisite expertise in 
this area.  The Canine Breeders of Ireland and the Hunt Association of Ireland have also been 
consulted.  The draft revision is currently under consideration in my Department and I expect 
that the matter will be submitted for my consideration shortly.

The regulation of dog breeding establishments is a matter for local authorities in accordance 
with the Dog Breeding Establishment Act 2010.  Each local authority must maintain for public 
inspection a register of dog breeding establishments in its functional area, which must include 
the name and address of the applicant seeking entry onto the register, the address of the dog 
breeding establishment and the maximum number of breeding bitches that may be kept at the 
dog breeding establishment or premises.

The Dog Breeding Establishment Act 2010 provides a robust regulatory framework for, 
inter alia, the licensing, monitoring and inspection of dog breeding establishments by local au-
thorities and, where a serious and immediate threat exists to public health or animal health and 
welfare, for the closure of such establishments.

Section 45 of the Environment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2015, commenced on 1 Sep-
tember 2016, amends the Dog Breeding Establishment Act 2010 to allow for the prosecution of 
an unregistered dog breeding establishment.  Since 1 September 2016, on becoming aware of 
an unregistered dog breeding establishment, the Local Authority may initiate action under this 
provision.  In this regard, section 6 of the Dog Breeding Establishments Act 2010 provides for 
a fine not exceeding €5,000 or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months, or both, on 
summary conviction, and also provides for a fine not exceeding €100,000 or imprisonment for 
a term not exceeding five years, or both, on conviction on indictment.

Statistical information of registered dog breeders, new and repeat inspections, enforcement 
orders and closures carried out on dog breeding e stablishments is available on my Depart-
ment’s website at the following link: 

http://www.housing.gov.ie/search/archived/current/sub-type/dog-control/type/
statistics?query.  The process of collating and validating the annual statistics in respect of 2016 
by my Department will not commence until next year.

More generally, the enforcement of welfare standards regarding all animals is a matter for 
the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine under the Animal Health and Welfare Act 
2013.
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02/11/2016WRH01000Local Authority Staff Data

02/11/2016WRH01100178. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the number of health and safety officers in local authorities who are still on 
the old clerical grading (details supplied); the reason these health and safety officers have not 
been put on the appropriate grading commensurate with their title of health and safety officer; 
the timeframe for these officers to be put on the appropriate grading; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [32754/16]

02/11/2016WRH01200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each Chief Executive is re-
sponsible for staffing and organisation arrangements necessary for carrying out the functions of 
the local authorities for which he or she is responsible.

My Department gathers quarterly data on staff numbers in local authorities.  The data gath-
ered do not provide detail in respect of the numbers or grading of health and safety officers 
within each local authority, and accordingly, the information requested is not available in my 
Department.

  Question No. 179 answered with Question No. 168.

02/11/2016WRH01400Housing Assistance Payments

02/11/2016WRH01500180. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if he will assess a query on the housing assistance payment by an organisa-
tion (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32803/16]

02/11/2016WRH01600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The operation and allocation of housing supports is a matter for the housing author-
ity concerned and is one in which I, as Minister, have no role.  However, in order to be of as-
sistance, enquiries have been made with the housing authority concerned in relation to this case 
and I understand the tenant in question has been advised how they might avail of the Housing 
Assistance Payment (HAP) or other social housing supports.

The operation of the Rent Supplement scheme, and the ability to make discretionary pay-
ments under that scheme, is a matter for the Department of Social Protection.

02/11/2016WRH01700Housing Adaptation Grant

02/11/2016WRH01800181. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if he will investigate the possibility of amending the current criteria for the 
mobility aids housing grant scheme to ensure that applicants with severe arthritis and other such 
conditions are included under priority 1 status on the medical certificate section of the applica-
tion form in response to reports that the current criteria is not specific enough to accommodate 
such conditions and undermines the severity of same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [32808/16]

02/11/2016WRH01900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department provides funding to local authorities towards the Housing Adapta-
tion Grants for Older People and People with a Disability; the suite of grants includes the Hous-
ing Aid for Older People Grant, the Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability and 
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the Mobility Aids Grant.

The detailed administration of these grants, including the assessment, approval and priori-
tisation of grants to applicants under the various measures, is the responsibility of the local au-
thorities.  I do not propose to amend the current criteria for the scheme as they place no restric-
tion on the medical conditions that will give rise to a person being eligible under the scheme.  
This allows for a local authority, in implementing the scheme locally, to prioritise applications 
as they deem necessary based on the input of the doctor, the occupational therapist and other 
urgent considerations such as medical need of the applicant or the discharge of patients home 
from hospital.

02/11/2016WRH02000Traveller Accommodation

02/11/2016WRH02100182. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government when his Department will be in a position to support a family (details sup-
plied) with a demountable home. [32828/16]

02/11/2016WRH02200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, housing 
authorities have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommodation needs of 
Travellers and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual Traveller Accom-
modation Programmes (TAPs) in their areas.  My Department’s role is to ensure that there are 
adequate structures and supports in place to assist the authorities in providing such accommo-
dation, including a national framework of policy, legislation and funding.

As part of the capital funding supports provided by my Department, funding of 50% is 
provided to housing authorities for the purchase of ‘Emergency Replacement Mobiles’.  A 
‘demountable’ falls into the category of a mobile, as it is not considered to be permanent ac-
commodation in accordance with building standards.  An emergency in this respect is an un-
anticipated event, such as flood/storm/fire damage, that would render a caravan uninhabitable 
or dangerous to live in.  Emergency is not where a caravan falls into disrepair over time due to 
lack of maintenance, as this can be foreseen and preventative action taken by the owner/local 
authority.  Also, overcrowding is not deemed as an emergency situation, as this is something 
which should be managed within the housing authority’s social housing waiting list or Traveller 
Accommodation Programme.

In respect of the case referred to in the Question, my Department has not received a request 
for funding from Galway County Council towards the cost of a demountable.

02/11/2016WRH02300Local Elections

02/11/2016WRH02400183. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if he will review local electoral area boundaries in advance of the 2019 local 
elections; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32868/16]

02/11/2016WRH02500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The most recent review of local electoral areas was carried out from November 
2012 to May 2013 by a Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee established under the Local 
Government Act 1991.

Unlike the position for Dáil and European Parliament constituencies, there is no constitu-
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tional or legislative requirement for the revision of local electoral areas.  There is a commit-
ment in the Programme for a Partnership Government to consider reducing the size of the local 
electoral areas.  This will be examined in the preparation of a report for Government and the 
Oireachtas by mid-2017 on potential measures to boost local government leadership and ac-
countability.

02/11/2016WRH02600Tenant Purchase Scheme

02/11/2016WRH02700184. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide a final response to a query that was sent to his office in August 
2016 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32880/16]

02/11/2016WRH02800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The new Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme came into operation on 1 Janu-
ary 2016.  The Scheme is open to eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of local authority 
houses that are available for sale under the Scheme and applies to all existing local authority 
houses, other than those classes of houses excluded under legislation.  To be eligible, ten-
ants must meet certain criteria which are set out in the Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme 
2016 handbook, which is available online ( http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/pub-
lications/files/2016_02_19_-_tenant_information_booklet_-_tips_2016.pdf) or from individual 
local authorities.

The issue of transferring between different local authority properties or transferring be-
tween different local authority areas, if this is applicable, is a matter solely for the authorities 
concerned in accordance with their respective allocation schemes.  Decisions on the allocation 
of tenancies are a matter for the individual local authority and I am precluded by housing leg-
islation from intervening in individual housing cases.  However, I understand that in terms of 
Cork County Council, mutual transfer applicants, including transfers between tenants of differ-
ent local authorities, voluntary housing developments, leased units etc., are considered on their 
merits.

A formal response to the Deputy’s representation setting out the relevant options will issue 
from my Department shortly.

02/11/2016WRH02900Library Services

02/11/2016WRH03000185. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide estimates for the amount public libraries spend each year 
on accessing electronic serial subscriptions such as academic or paid subscription journals. 
[32882/16]

02/11/2016WRH03100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Under the national public library strategy, Opportunities for All, online access to 
e-magazines and journals has been available to users through the public library service since 
January 2016.  The service provides access through a single ‘hosting platform’ to a broad range 
of e-magazines to meet the recreational and professional requirements of users.  Content is pro-
vided from countries worldwide and across a variety of subject areas.

The annual cost of the service is approx. €70,000 per annum.  It is matter for local authori-
ties in their capacity as library authorities under the Local Government Act 200 1 to manage and 
finance the service.  My Department has no role in this regard.
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02/11/2016WRH03200Departmental Legal Costs

02/11/2016WRH03300186. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the amount that his Department spent on external legal advice in each 
of the years 2013, 2014 and 2015; the names of each of the legal firms that provided advice to 
his department in each of those years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32919/16]

02/11/2016WRH03400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The information sought is being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy in 
accordance with Standing Orders.

02/11/2016WRH03500Water and Sewerage Schemes

02/11/2016WRH03600187. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government his views on a group sewerage scheme administered by his Department which 
only authorised two applications in 2016; his further views on an application (details supplied); 
if the scheme’s criteria will be changed in 2017; if redress could be sought for 2016; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [32926/16]

02/11/2016WRH03700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department’s new Rural Water Multi-annual Programme 2016-2018 was devel-
oped through a working group of key stakeholder s involving local authorities, the Water Ser-
vices Transition Office, Irish Water, the National Federation of Group Water Schemes as well 
as my Department.  The programme provides for the funding of demonstration Group Sewerage 
Schemes, through Measure 4(d), where clustering of households on individual septic tanks is   
not a viable option, particularly from an environmental perspective.

Local authorities were invited in January 2016 to submit bids under the programme.  The 
invitation envisaged no more than two demonstration sewerage projects being brought forward 
under the measure in any one year of the three year programme.  The demonstrations will al-
low, over the course of the programme, my Department to determine the appropriate enduring 
funding levels and relationship with the current grant scheme.

Baltrasna/Marlinstown Group Sewerage Scheme was included by Westmeath County Coun-
cil in its bid under Measure 4(d) of the Programme.  However, following examination of all lo-
cal authorities’ proposals under this measure by the Expert Panel convened for this purpose, the 
scheme was not recommended for funding under the Programme.  A copy of the Expert Panel’s 
report and consideration of all proposals under the Programme is available on my Department’s 
website at the following link – http://www.housing.gov.ie/water/water-services/rural-water-
programme/group-water-schemes-and-rural-water-issues.

02/11/2016WRH03800Voluntary Sector Funding

02/11/2016WRH03900188. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if there will be any increase in funding for the Louth volunteer centre in 
2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32962/16]

02/11/2016WRH04000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department’s Community and Voluntary Supports and Programmes provide 
a cohesive framework of support for the community and voluntary sector.  This programme 
supports 21 Volunteer Centres and 8 Volunteer Information Services, as well as a number of 
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national organisations, including Volunteer Ireland.  Over €3 million was allocated for these 
organisations in 2016.

With the assistance of Volunteer Ireland, my Department has recently initiated a review of 
the distribution of funding to Volunteer Centres, to ensure a more sustainable distribution of 
funding.  The funding of all Volunteer Centres, including Louth Volunteer Centre, will be con-
sidered in the course of this review, and in the context of funding available following Budget 
2017.

02/11/2016WRH04100One-Parent Family Payment Eligibility

02/11/2016WRH04200189. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Social Protection the terms that apply 
when full payment of one parent family payment can be awarded along with another social 
protection payment. [32534/16]

02/11/2016WRH04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): One-Parent Family Payment 
(OFP) is a payment for men and women under 66 who are bringing children up without the 
support of a partner.  To get this payment you must meet certain conditions and you must satisfy 
a means test.

OFP is payable in addition to the following social welfare payments:

- Child Benefit;

- Half-rate Adoptive Benefit;

- Half-rate Health and Safety Benefit; 

- Half-rate Maternity Benefit;

- Half-rate Paternity Benefit; and

- Half-rate Carer’s Allowance.

Special provisions are in place for customers who are either in receipt of the Domiciliary 
Care Allowance and/or Carer’s Allowance (half-rate).  These customers can retain OFP until 
their youngest child is 16 years.

OFP is payable in conjunction with the Blind Pension, until the recipient’s youngest child 
is 16 years of age.  The full rate for each payment, together with the qualified child increase in 
respect of both payments, is payable.

The Family Income Supplement (FIS) may be payable in addition to OFP. However, OFP is 
assessable as income in determining the family’s FIS entitlement.

OFP can also be paid concurrently with Guardian’s payment, but this payment is paid spe-
cifically in relation to the child and in these circumstances the OFP recipient is not entitled to 
an increase for a qualified child.

02/11/2016WRH04400Social Welfare Benefits Data

02/11/2016WRH04500190. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of social 
protection payments made per month to the post office in Dunlewey, County Donegal; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [32536/16]

02/11/2016WRH04600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The following table sets out the 
monthly breakdown of Department of Social Protection payments issued to Dunlewey Post Of-
fice, Dunlewey, County Donegal since September 2015:

Month Number of Payments
Sep-15 96
Oct-15 125
Nov-15 100
Dec-15 89
Jan-16 101
Feb-16 102
Mar-16 90
Apr-16 108
May-16 94
Jun-16 104
Jul-16 132
Aug-16 126
Sep-16 129

02/11/2016WRH04700Illness Benefit Payments

02/11/2016WRH04800191. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a payment 
for illness benefit has been reduced in respect of a person (details supplied). [32512/16]

02/11/2016WRH04900Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
Under Social Protection Regulations the rate payable on illness benefit claims is dependent on a 
person’s average weekly earnings in the governing contribution year.  For claims made in 2016 
the governing contribution year is 2014.

The illness benefit claim of the person concerned was awarded in March 2016 and payment 
has been made to date.  It is being paid at the personal rate of €147.30.  This rate reflects the 
person’s average weekly earnings in the 2014 contribution year.

If the person concerned is unable to meet their needs or the needs of their household, they 
may be entitled to supplementary welfare allowance and should contact my Department’s com-
munity welfare services at their local Intreo centre.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRH05000Child Benefit Administration

02/11/2016WRH05100192. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the safeguards in place 
by his Department to ensure that the child benefit payment is not abused, in that parents do not 
receive the payment for children who do not reside here; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [32555/16]

02/11/2016WRH05200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Child Benefit is a universal pay-
ment made to parents/guardians for the support of their children.  It is paid to some 615,000 
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families in respect of 1.19 million children, with an expenditure of approximately €1.9 billion 
in 2015.

Safeguarding the child benefit payment is a priority and the Department takes a proactive 
approach to ensuring that it is only paid to eligible families.  A policy of issuing continuing eli-
gibility certificates to parents commenced in 2008 and is still in operation; forming part of the 
overall review process.  The control policy is continuingly reviewed to ensure that the controls 
in place to prevent fraud and abuse continue to be effective and relevant.  As a result additional 
control measures are devised and implemented as required.

For the purposes of EU regulations, Irish child benefit is classified as a family benefit and 
there are specific rules governing the payment of these benefits.  EU nationals who come to 
work in Ireland but whose families reside in another EU member state may have an entitlement 
to family benefits in Ireland under EU regulations.  As a member state of the European Union, 
Ireland is bound to apply these regulations in accordance with the objective of the EC Treaty 
regarding free movement of persons.

Consequently, child benefit is paid under EU Regulations in respect of children residing in 
another EU member state, when one or both parents/guardians are either employed and paying 
Irish social insurance or in receipt of an Irish contributory benefit or pension.  Child benefit 
payments made under these regulations are also subject to the control programme, ensuring that 
payment only continues where Ireland remains the competent authority.

02/11/2016WRH05300Illness Benefit Applications

02/11/2016WRH05400193. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision 
will be made on an application for illness allowance by a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [32548/16]

02/11/2016WRH05500Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): Ill-
ness Benefit is a payment for persons who are incapable of work and who satisfy certain statu-
tory pay related social insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions.  Claims made after January 
2009 can only be paid for a  maximum duration of two years (624 days)  after which a further 
13 contributions must be paid to re-qualify for payment.

The person concerned will exhaust their two year entitlement to illness benefit on 3 Dec 
2016.  Subsequent to that date there may be an entitlement to invalidity pension.

Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are permanently incapable of work 
because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay-related social insurance (PRSI) con-
tribution conditions.  To qualify for IP claimants must, inter alia, have at least 260 (five years) 
paid reckonable PRSI contributions since entering social insurance and 48 contributions paid 
or credited in the last complete contribution year before the date of their claim.  An invalidity 
pension form is in the course of issue to the person concerned and, on its return, the claim to that 
pension will be considered further and a decision will be made in the matter.

Meanwhile, if the person concerned is unable to meet their needs or the needs of their 
household, they may be entitled to supplementary welfare allowance and should contact my 
Department’s community welfare services at their local Intreo centre.

02/11/2016WRH05600Social Insurance Payments
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02/11/2016WRH05700194. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the action a 
person (details supplied) can take regarding missing PRSI contributions; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [32567/16]

02/11/2016WRH05800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The State pension (contribu-
tory) SPC is a very valuable benefit and is the bedrock of the Irish pension system.  Therefore, 
it is important to ensure that those qualifying have made a sustained contribution to the Social 
Insurance Fund over their working lives.  To ensure that the individual can maximise their en-
titlement to a State pension, all contributions paid or credited over their working life from when 
they first enter insurable employment until pension age are taken into account when assessing 
their entitlement and the level of that entitlement.  Since 1961, when contributory pensions 
were introduced, the average contributions test has been used in calculating pension entitle-
ment.  Once over 16 years of age, the date a person enters into insurable employment is the date 
used for averaging purposes.  In this context, even if someone has only ten years (520 weeks) 
of paid reckonable contributions between their 16th and 66th birthdays, they may qualify for a 
State pension (contributory), although the rate payable would vary depending on their circum-
stances.

There is insufficient information in the Deputy’s question as to why the person in question 
has a gap in the relevant period, and why they would have no paid, credited or voluntary con-
tributions in that period, and without further details it is not possible to advise whether such a 
gap would reduce her rate of payment.

Where people may not qualify for a full contributory pension as a result of an intermittent 
PRSI record, they may qualify for a means-tested State Pension (non-contributory), amounting 
up to 95% of the maximum contributory pension rate.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRH05900Carer’s Allowance Appeals

02/11/2016WRH06000195. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of a 
person’s (details supplied) appeal for carer’s allowance; and when they can expect a decision 
on their case. [32607/16]

02/11/2016WRH06100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Department periodically 
reviews claims in payment to ensure that there is continued entitlement.

Carer’s allowance (CA) was in payment to the person concerned from 13 July 2007 and a 
review was recently carried out.  As part of that review the matter was referred to a local social 
welfare inspector (SWI) to assess the level of care being provided, assess means and confirm 
that all the conditions for receipt of carer’s allowance continued to be satisfied.

My Department takes the view that full-time care and attention does not necessarily mean 
24 hours in each day.  Full-time care and attention can be considered to apply where there is an 
ongoing and daily commitment by the carer and which also generally results in the carer not 
being able to support him/herself through normal full-time employment.

The outcome of the review was that it was decided that the level of care being provided no 
longer reached the level of full-time care.

The person concerned was notified on 6 October 2016 that payment was being stopped from 
12 October 2016.
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As part of a review of that decision, the matter is currently with a local social welfare in-
spector (SWI) to re-examine the level of care being provided.  Once the SWI has reported, the 
person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome of the review.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRH06200Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

02/11/2016WRH06300196. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if rent support 
has been increased in line with current rent now at €1,400 in the case of persons (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32583/16]

02/11/2016WRH06400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I refer the Deputy to Parliamen-
tary Question No 123 of 14 July 2016.  The client concerned has not, to date, provided the 
required documentation outlined in response to the previous Parliamentary Question.

On receipt of same the client’s rate of Rent Supplement entitlement can be re-assessed.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

02/11/2016WRH06500Carer’s Allowance Applications

02/11/2016WRH06600197. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on an application for carer’s benefit in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32597/16]

02/11/2016WRH06700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I confirm that my Department 
received an application for carer’s benefit from the person concerned on 26 September 2016.  It 
is a condition for receipt of carer’s benefit that the person being cared for must have a disability 
whose effect is that they require full-time care and attention.

This is defined as requiring from another person, continual supervision and frequent assis-
tance throughout the day in connection with normal bodily functions or continuous supervision 
in order to avoid danger to him or herself.

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding officer 
decided that this evidence did not indicate that the requirement for full-time care was satisfied.

The person concerned was notified on 28 September 2016 of this decision, the reason for it 
and of her right of review and appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRJ00150Carer’s Allowance Applications

02/11/2016WRJ00200198. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application for 
carer’s allowance will be processed for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [32603/16]

02/11/2016WRJ00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): An application for carer’s allow-
ance (CA) was received from the person concerned on 24 February 2016.
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As a result of an appeals officer’s decision the application was awarded to the person con-
cerned on 28 October 2016 and the first payment will issue to her nominated post office on 3 
November 2016.  Arrears for the period 25 February 2016 to 2 November 2016 have also issued 
to the post office.

The person concerned was notified on 28 October 2016 of this decision.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRJ00350Qualified Child Increase Payments

02/11/2016WRJ00400199. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection to set out the 
status of a person’s (details supplied) application for a qualified child allowance; and when a 
decision will issue. [32604/16]

02/11/2016WRJ00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The application for an increase 
for a qualified child by the person concerned has been awarded.  Arrears will issue next week.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the deputy.

02/11/2016WRJ00550Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

02/11/2016WRJ00600200. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection his plans to revise 
the criteria for participation in the community employment scheme, particularly to meet the 
needs of rural communities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32615/16]

02/11/2016WRJ00700201. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection his plans to increase 
the number of community employment schemes places available; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [32614/16]

02/11/2016WRJ00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
200 and 201 together.

As the Deputy is aware, the aim of the community employment (CE) programme is to 
enhance the employability of disadvantaged and unemployed people by providing work expe-
rience and training opportunities for them within their communities.  As of the end of Septem-
ber, there were nearly 22,200 participants on various community employment (CE) schemes 
throughout the country.  The CE programme has a budget of €376.5 m in 2016.

With reducing numbers on the Live Register, demand for CE places may vary and I do not 
consider that an increase in the overall numbers available under CE is justified at this time.

The Department keeps the eligibility criteria for CE places under review to ensure that these 
are effective in targeting long-term unemployed jobseekers and to ensure that they remain fit for 
purpose and that there is the maximum utilisation of places.

As the Deputy may be aware, a review of CE schemes was conducted by the Department. 
I met with my senior officials who have responsibility for CE schemes at the end of August to 
discuss the findings of this review. It is hoped that I will be in a position to bring a memo to 
Government by the end of the year.

Finally, with regard to rural communities, it should be noted that 500 additional places un-
der the Rural Social Scheme were announced as part of Budget 2017.  My Department will be 
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working with the various implementing bodies over the coming weeks with a view to rolling 
out these places as early as possible in 2017.

02/11/2016WRJ00850Treatment Benefit Scheme Eligibility

02/11/2016WRJ00900202. Deputy Seán Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection to set out the circum-
stances in which persons over 70 years of age, who do not qualify for a full medical card, can 
receive benefits such as optical and dental treatment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [32650/16]

02/11/2016WRJ01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Qualification for the Depart-
ment’s treatment benefit scheme, which includes optical and dental benefits, is based on a per-
son’s PRSI record, only PRSI paid at Class A, E, H, or P currently count towards qualification 
for the benefit.  To qualify, a person aged over 66 (there is no specific rule for those aged 70+) 
must:

- Have paid at least 260 Class A/E/H/P PRSI contributions since first starting work, and

- Have at least 39 such contributions paid or credited in one of the relevant tax years before 
turning 66 or 60 (for example, if a person turned 66 in 2014, the relevant tax years to be consid-
ered would be 2011, 2012, or 2006).

The qualifying conditions for the scheme vary depending on a person’s age. Further detail 
is available on www.welfare.ie.

02/11/2016WRJ01050State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

02/11/2016WRJ01100203. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Social Protection if a self em-
ployed person (details supplied) can pay contributions up until the date of the 66th birthday to 
avail of the State pension (contributory); if these can be applied retrospectively; if contributions 
have yet to be made for a particular year; the process which must be followed to do this; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [32630/16]

02/11/2016WRJ01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In general PRSI is charged on 
income, including income from self-employment, where the individual is over 16 years and 
under pensionable age, currently 66 years.

Self-employed persons, who earn €5,000 or more in a contribution year, are liable for PRSI 
at the Class S rate of 4%, subject to a minimum annual payment of €500.  The payment of Class 
S contributions entitles self-employed workers to a range of benefits including State pension 
(contributory).

Where the self-employed discharge their combined tax, USC and PRSI liability through 
Revenue’s self assessed system of collection, a single payment is made in respect of their com-
bined liability for all complete tax years up to and including the year in which the self-employed 
worker reaches 65 year, including retrospective years.  It is understood that, for the individual 
in question, PRSI has been paid for prior years, other than his 66th year.

As Revenue do not have the facility to collect a part of year PRSI liability in respect of the 
individual’s 66th year, payment can be made directly to my department, where the additional 
contributions are required to meet the 520 paid contributions condition to qualify for State pen-
sion (contributory).  Payment of PRSI self-employed contributions in the 66th year should be 
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made to Self-employment Section, Department of Social Protection, Government Buildings, 
Cork Road, Waterford.

02/11/2016WRJ01250Invalidity Pension Applications

02/11/2016WRJ01300204. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection to set out the 
status of an invalidity pension for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [32639/16]

02/11/2016WRJ01400Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
The lady referred to has been awarded invalidity pension with effect from the 11 February 2016.  
Her first payment issued to her nominated bank account on the 20 October 2016 and arrears due 
from 11 February 2016 to 19 October 2016 (less any overlapping social welfare payment and/
or outstanding overpayment) issued on 27 October 2016.  She was notified of this decision on 
the 03 October 2016.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Question No. 205 withdrawn.

02/11/2016WRJ01550Carer’s Allowance Appeals

02/11/2016WRJ01600206. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection to set out the 
status of an appeal on a carer’s allowance decision in respect of a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [32624/16]

02/11/2016WRJ01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evi-
dence, has decided to allow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision.  
The person concerned will shortly be informed of the Appeals Officer’s decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRJ01750Social Welfare Overpayments

02/11/2016WRJ01800207. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection to outline the reason a 
breakdown that was requested on behalf a person (details supplied) in respect of a social protec-
tion overpayment has not been provided, in view of the fact that this breakdown was requested 
in 2015; the reason the person has been issued with further notification to repay the debt when 
this breakdown has not been received as requested; if he will confirm that this breakdown will 
issue in order for the person to examine the way these arrears have been calculated; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [32666/16]

02/11/2016WRJ01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Carer’s allowance (CA) was in 
payment to the person concerned from 30 March 2000 to 21 October 2009 in respect of one 
care recipient.
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Following a review, it was decided that the person concerned was not entitled to CA from 30 
August 2007 to 1 August 2008 as she was working for more than 15 hours per week outside the 
home, contrary to the conditions for receipt of payment and that she had been paid €6,115.00 to 
which she was not entitled during this period.

The person concerned was notified on 28 October 2008 of this decision, the reason for it 
and of her right of review and appeal.  A breakdown of the calculation of the debt issued with 
the decision.

Weekly deductions of €5.00 commenced on 19 February 2009 from her carer’s allowance 
payment until that payment ceased on 21 October 2009.

On 6 October 2016, the person concerned was notified that she had been overpaid job-
seeker’s allowance (JA) by €958.60.  A breakdown of the calculation of the debt issued with 
the decision.

The combined debts outstanding are now €5,745.27.

The Department is obliged to recover debt owed to it as quickly as possible, having due 
regard to the circumstances of the debtor.

Accordingly my Department’s Debt Recovery Unit wrote to the person concerned on 7 Oc-
tober 2016, seeking a repayment of €100 weekly.

I will arrange for a breakdown of both these debts to re-issue to the person concerned.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRJ01950Fuel Allowance Eligibility

02/11/2016WRJ02000208. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection to outline his plans 
to extend the fuel allowance scheme to illness benefit scheme recipients; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [32661/16]

02/11/2016WRJ02100209. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated cost 
of extending the fuel allowance scheme to illness benefit recipients; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [32662/16]

02/11/2016WRJ02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
208 and 209 together.

The fuel allowance is a payment of €22.50 per week for 26 weeks from October to April, 
to low income households.  It was paid to 390,958 recipients in 2015.  The estimated cost of 
the scheme in 2016 is €224 million.  The purpose of this payment is to assist these households 
with their energy costs.  The allowance represents a contribution towards the energy costs of a 
household.  It is not intended to meet those costs in full.  Only one allowance is paid per house-
hold.  My Department also pays an electricity or gas allowance as part of the household benefits 
package to approx. 421,000 customers, at an estimated cost of €228 million in 2016.

The fuel allowance is a means tested payment, targeted at those who are more vulnerable 
to energy poverty, including those reliant on social protection payments for longer periods and 
who are unlikely to have additional resources of their own.  As short term payments such as ill-
ness benefits are not means tested payments, they do not qualify for the fuel allowance.
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A person who has been in receipt of illness benefit for at least 12 months and who most 
likely will be incapable of work for at least another 12 months, or who may be permanently 
incapable of work, may apply for invalidity pension which is a qualifying payment for fuel al-
lowance and the household benefits package.

The information sought by the Deputy on the estimated cost of extending the fuel allow-
ance scheme to illness benefit recipients is not readily available to my Department as there are 
a number of qualifying conditions for receipt of fuel allowance.  In addition to being in receipt 
of a qualifying payment a person must live alone or only with certain excepted people and also 
be unable to meet the costs of heating their home.

Any decision to extend the eligibility criteria for fuel allowance to include persons in receipt 
of illness benefit would have to be considered in the context of overall budgetary negotiations.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRJ02250Youth Unemployment Measures

02/11/2016WRJ02300210. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social Protection to outline the 
engagement with the young persons concerned in taking available training places across the 
further education and training sector in view of figures supplied in respect of unemployed 
young persons between 18 and 24 years of age in Dublin; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [32687/16]

02/11/2016WRJ02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Government’s primary strat-
egy to tackle youth unemployment is to create the right environment for a strong economic 
recovery through effective policies.  In doing so it is hoped to promote competitiveness and 
productivity.

The success of this approach has been reflected in strong growth in the economy since 2012, 
accompanied by rising employment and falling unemployment.

In the particular instance of young people in Dublin, the number of such young people on 
the Live Register has fallen from 17,800 in September 2012 to 10,900 in September 2015 and 
8,200 in September 2016.

Although the labour market situation is improving considerably as the recovery continues, 
the Government recognises the importance of a continued focus on measures to facilitate the 
young unemployed back into work.  This is the rationale behind the Government’s Pathways to 
Work 2016-2020 strategy (published January 2016) and the Youth Guarantee plan (published 
January 2014).  Pathways to Work 2016-2020 continues to prioritise YGIP measures for the 
young unemployed and additionally commits to: increasing the share of workplace based inter-
ventions for youth unemployed; ensuring that monthly engagement, at a minimum, is consis-
tently applied and maintained; restructuring the First Steps programme; and implementing the 
Defence Forces Skills for Life programme.

The key objective under the Youth Guarantee is to help newly unemployed young people 
find and secure sustainable jobs.  In this regard there is monthly engagement with young people 
by case officers to assist young people to prepare, review and, if appropriate, revise personal 
progression plans.  As part of this process additional supports may be provided, both through re-
served places on existing schemes and through youth-specific measures.  Most such offers (over 
70%) are in existing further education or training programmes.  Others are in existing commu-
nity-based employment programmes such as CE, Gateway and Tús. Overall, over 19,100 op-
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portunities were taken up on the relevant programmes in 2015.

Where a need for a further education or training course is identified in the course of a face 
to face meeting with the Case Officer, a young jobseeker can be nominated for these courses 
through the Department of Social Protection and SOLAS IT systems.

I am satisfied these measures will help to address youth unemployment and that the en-
gagement process with young persons in relation to taking available training places across the 
further and education and training sector is appropriate.

02/11/2016WRJ02450Fuel Allowance Applications

02/11/2016WRJ02500211. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Social Protection to outline how his De-
partment can justify the refusal of fuel allowance to a person (details supplied) in receipt of a 
State pension whereby the person is found to be over the means test limit by 11 cent (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32726/16]

02/11/2016WRJ02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The purpose of the fuel allow-
ance scheme is to assist people in need of financial support to meet their heating needs. Eligi-
bility to the fuel allowance scheme is subject to a household means test and other qualifying 
conditions, such as household composition.

With regard to means, a person may have a combined household income of up to €100.00 
per week over and above the maximum rate of state pension (contributory).  In addition to his 
state pension (contributory), the person concerned is in receipt of a private pension which ex-
ceeds the permissible weekly means amount.

Regardless of every limit set there will always be individuals who will be marginally under 
or over; however, the limit needs to be applied consistently to be fair to all applicants.  Where 
the household income exceeds €100.00, the application for fuel allowance will be disallowed; 
the Department cannot apply discretion in this matter.  Since the means of the person concerned 
are in excess of this figure, his application for fuel allowance was disallowed.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRJ02650Disability Allowance Appeals

02/11/2016WRJ02700212. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection to outline when a deci-
sion will be made on an application for a review of a decision to refuse disability allowance to 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32738/16]

02/11/2016WRJ02800Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
The application for disability allowance (DA) from this lady, based upon the evidence submit-
ted, was refused on medical grounds and she was notified in writing of this decision on 27 
August 2016.

Further evidence was received on 30 September 2016 and this is currently being reviewed 
by a deciding officer.  The lady can expect a decision on the review of her DA application short-
ly.  If the decision to refuse the allowance is confirmed following review, the person concerned 
will have the right to appeal to the Social Welfare Appeals Office.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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02/11/2016WRJ02850Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

02/11/2016WRJ02900213. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if a full review in 
respect of an outstanding payment due for jobseeker’s allowance will be facilitated in the case 
of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32749/16]

02/11/2016WRJ03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The person concerned named 
dwelling arrangements/living arrangements prior to declaring his residence at his current ad-
dress and these have already been investigated by officials in Kildare.  As a result of this in-
vestigation his claim for jobseekers allowance was disallowed in July 2015.  He subsequently 
appealed this decision to the independent Appeals Office and the Department’s decision to 
disallow his claim was upheld.

In May 2016 he claimed jobseekers allowance from the family home address in Dublin 15; 
he has been paid his full entitlement at this address from that date . As matters stand there are 
no arrears due to him and no additional evidence has been supplied to warrant a review of his 
case.  If he has additional or new evidence in relation to the decision adjudicated upon by the 
Appeals Office then he should bring that forward whereupon the Department may consider a 
revised decision or referring the matter back to the Appeals Office.

As he has not appealed the decision to award him his full entitlements from the family home 
address since May 2016 it is presumed that he is satisfied with this decision.  However, if he 
wishes to adduce additional evidence then this too will be considered by the Department.

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRJ03050State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

02/11/2016WRJ03100214. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will review the cur-
rent method of processing the homemakers scheme, whereby the qualifying years are discount-
ed form the overall average and instead allow for credits for these years, as this option would 
be more beneficial to the homemaker; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32811/16]

02/11/2016WRJ03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The State pension contributory is 
a very valuable benefit and is the bedrock of the Irish pension system.  Therefore, it is important 
to ensure that those qualifying have made a sustained contribution to the Social Insurance Fund 
over their working lives.  To ensure that the individual can maximise their entitlement to a State 
pension, all contributions paid or credited over their working life from when they first enter 
insurable employment until pension age are taken into account when assessing their entitlement 
and the level of that entitlement.

One of the conditions of the State pension contributory is that a person needs a minimum of 
520 weekly contributions (i.e. 10 years) paid since entering insurable employment.  If a person 
does not have this minimum number of contributions paid, they will not generally have an en-
titlement to this particular pension, either at a full or reduced rate.

Since 1961, when contributory pensions were introduced, the average contributions test 
has been used in calculating the rate of pension entitlement.  Entitlement is banded, with the 
maximum rate payable to those with a yearly average of 48-52 contributions, and the minimum 
rate payable to those with a yearly average in the range of 10-14 contributions per year.  Even 
if someone has only 10 years (520 weeks) of paid reckonable contributions between their 16th 
and 66th birthdays, they would generally qualify for a State pension (contributory), although 
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the rate payable would vary depending on their circumstances, and it will not always be their 
most advantageous payment to claim.

The homemaker’s scheme was introduced in 1994 to make qualification for State pension 
contributory (SPC) easier for those who take time out of the workforce for caring duties.  The 
scheme allows up to 20 years spent caring for children under 12 years of age, or incapacitated 
people, to be disregarded when a person’s social insurance record is being calculated for pen-
sion purposes.  The effect of this is to reduce the number of years by which the person’s contri-
butions are divided, thereby increasing their yearly average, making it easier for them to qualify 
for a maximum rate SPC. It does not involve the award of credits.

I am advised that, in most cases, the banded nature of the yearly average system means that 
there would not be a change in entitlements if post-1994 homemaking periods were calculated 
as being credits, rather than disregards.  For example, if someone had 30 years contributions 
over 48 years, with a 12 year homemaking period from 1994-2006, their current yearly average 
(43.3) would attract the same 98% rate of payment as the rate if they instead had homemaker 
credits, which would give them a yearly average of 45.5.  In most cases, current pensioners 
would not have homemakers scheme absences of that duration, and the difference in outcomes 
would be smaller again.

Where people who were unattached to the labour market during most of their adult lives 
cannot qualify for a contributory pension in their own right as they have paid few or no con-
tributions, or cannot qualify for a full rate as a result of an intermittent PRSI record, the so-
cial protection system provides alternative methods of supporting such pensioners in old age.  
Therefore, if their spouse has a contributory pension, they may qualify for an Increase for a 
Qualified Adult amounting up to 90% of a full rate pension, which by default is paid directly 
to them.  Alternatively, they may qualify for a means-tested State Pension (non-contributory), 
amounting up to 95% of the maximum contributory pension rate.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRJ03250State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

02/11/2016WRJ03300215. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will review the 
current criteria and extend the homemaker scheme to include years before 1994, as the cur-
rent qualifying criteria is too limited and excludes the vast majority of women who left the 
workforce prior to 1994 to raise their children; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32812/16]

02/11/2016WRJ03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The State pension contributory is 
a very valuable benefit and is the bedrock of the Irish pension system.  Therefore, it is important 
to ensure that those qualifying have made a sustained contribution to the Social Insurance Fund 
over their working lives.  To ensure that the individual can maximise their entitlement to a State 
pension, all contributions paid or credited over their working life from when they first enter 
insurable employment until pension age are taken into account when assessing their entitlement 
and the level of that entitlement.

One of the conditions of the State pension contributory is that a person needs a minimum of 
520 weekly contributions (i.e. 10 years) paid since entering insurable employment.  If a person 
does not have this minimum number of contributions paid, they will not generally have an en-
titlement to this particular pension, either at a full or reduced rate.

Since 1961, when contributory pensions were introduced, the average contributions test 
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has been used in calculating the rate of pension entitlement.  Entitlement is banded, with the 
maximum rate payable to those with a yearly average of 48-52 contributions, and the minimum 
rate payable to those with a yearly average in the range of 10-14 contributions per year.  Even 
if someone has only 10 years (520 weeks) of paid reckonable contributions between their 16th 
and 66th birthdays, they would generally qualify for a State pension (contributory), although 
the rate payable would vary depending on their circumstances, and it will not always be their 
most advantageous payment to claim.

The homemaker’s scheme was introduced in 1994 to make qualification for State pension 
contributory (SPC) easier for those who take time out of the workforce for caring duties.  The 
scheme allows up to 20 years spent caring for children under 12 years of age, or incapacitated 
people, to be disregarded when a person’s social insurance record is being calculated for pen-
sion purposes.  The effect of this is to reduce the number of years by which the person’s contri-
butions are divided, thereby increasing their yearly average, making it easier for them to qualify 
for a maximum rate SPC.  It does not involve the award of credits.

My Department has estimated that the cost of extending the Homemakers scheme to allow 
people to avail of the full 20 years currently allowed under the scheme, encompassing periods 
prior to 1994, could cost €286 m in 2017 . This figure would increase in subsequent years.

Where people who were unattached to the labour market during most of their adult lives 
cannot qualify for a contributory pension in their own right as they have paid few or no con-
tributions, or cannot qualify for a full rate as a result of an intermittent PRSI record, the so-
cial protection system provides alternative methods of supporting such pensioners in old age.  
Therefore, if their spouse has a contributory pension, they may qualify for an Increase for a 
Qualified Adult amounting up to 90% of a full rate pension, which by default is paid directly 
to them.  Alternatively, they may qualify for a means-tested State Pension (non-contributory), 
amounting up to 95% of the maximum contributory pension rate.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRJ03450Farm Assist Scheme Appeals

02/11/2016WRJ03500216. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on a farm assist appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [32814/16]

02/11/2016WRJ03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on 5 October 2016, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRJ03650Carer’s Benefit Applications

02/11/2016WRJ03700217. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on an application for carer’s benefit in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
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County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32818/16]

02/11/2016WRJ03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I confirm that my department 
received an application for carer’s allowance (CA) from the person concerned on 16 September 
2016.

Further information was requested from her on 1 November 2016.

Once received the application will be processed and the person concerned will be notified 
directly of the outcome.

In the meantime, the person concerned is in receipt of a weekly social welfare support.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRJ03850Carer’s Allowance Payments

02/11/2016WRJ03900218. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Social Protection when arrears due to a 
person (details supplied) will be paid out in respect of a claim for carer’s allowance which was 
awarded upon appeal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32819/16]

02/11/2016WRJ04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The person concerned was in 
receipt of carer’s allowance (CA) from 22 May 2014 to 26 August 2015 in respect of two care 
recipients, at the maximum weekly rate.

On 20 August 2015, the person concerned withdrew her claim to CA in writing in Mullingar 
Intreo, on the grounds that she would no longer be providing care from 21 August 2015.

The person concerned was notified on 24 August 2015 that her claim had stopped and that 
if she wished to reapply after thirteen weeks, she would need to submit a new CA application 
form.

To date, my department has no record of a new application from the person concerned and 
consequently no appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRJ04050Carer’s Allowance Applications

02/11/2016WRJ04100219. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) who 
is in receipt of carer’s benefit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32823/16]

02/11/2016WRJ04200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I confirm that my department 
received an application for carer’s allowance from the person concerned on 21 September 2016.

Additional information was requested from the person concerned on 21 October 2016.  
Once the information is received the application will be processed without delay and she will 
be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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02/11/2016WRJ04250Disability Allowance Applications

02/11/2016WRJ04300220. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application for 
disability allowance will be processed in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [32824/16]

02/11/2016WRJ04400Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): I 
confirm that the department is in receipt of an application for disability allowance from this lady 
on 30 August 2016.  On completion of the necessary investigations on all aspects of the claim a 
decision will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

The processing time for individual disability allowance claims may vary in accordance with 
their relative complexity in terms of the three main qualifying criteria, the person’s circum-
stances and the information they provide in support of their claim.

02/11/2016WRJ04450Carer’s Allowance Payments

02/11/2016WRJ04500221. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when payment of a carer’s 
allowance will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [32825/16]

02/11/2016WRJ04600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): An application for carer’s allow-
ance (CA) was received from the person concerned on 3 December 2015.

As a result of an appeals officer’s decision, CA was awarded to the person concerned on 28 
October 2016 and the first payment will issue to her nominated bank account on 3 November 
2016.  Arrears for the period 5 November 2015 to 2 November 2016 issue shortly.

The person concerned was notified on 28 October 2016 of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRK00200Family Income Supplement Payments

02/11/2016WRK00300222. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 335 of 18 October 2016, if as originally requested, a review in respect of 
overpayment for FIS can be undertaken in the case of a person (details supplied) with particular 
reference to the compassionate circumstances of the case; the documentation required from the 
person in respect of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32826/16]

02/11/2016WRK00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The person concerned had their 
FIS claim renewed in March 2016.

When this claim was reviewed, it was brought to our attention that the person concerned 
was absent from the state between 15 October 2015 to 15 November 2015 and 8 December 
2015 to 2 February 2016.  As a consequence, FIS would not be payable during these periods. 

The person concerned was given an opportunity to provide travel documentation but this 
information was not forthcoming. 

Notification issued on 11 May 2016 advising the person concerned of a possible overpay-
ment and were given 21 days to respond.  Further correspondence issued to the person con-
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cerned on 20 June 2016 advising that an overpayment had been assessed against them and were 
given the opportunity to appeal.

The person concerned failed to reply to any correspondence issued to them and as a result, 
the period of appeal has now expired.

An overpayment was registered on 15 August 2016 and deductions commenced from 15 
September 2016.

02/11/2016WRK00500Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

02/11/2016WRK00600223. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if an increase in 
rent support will be facilitated in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [32831/16]

02/11/2016WRK00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the new Private Rental 
Tenancies Legislation a landlord must give a minimum of 90 days written notice prior to in-
creasing a tenant’s rent.

The client concerned should submit to the Department an up to date Rent Supplement ap-
plication, lease agreement and verification of 90 day notice confirming any increase in their 
monthly rent.  On receipt of this documentation the client’s rate of Rent Supplement entitlement 
can be re-assessed.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRK00800Wage Subsidy Scheme

02/11/2016WRK00900224. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Social Protection the outcome of the 
recent review of the wage subsidy scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32833/16]

02/11/2016WRK01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The wage subsidy scheme (WSS), 
formally launched in 2005, was one of the employment support schemes for people with dis-
abilities that transferred to the Department of Social Protection in 2012.

The scheme is aimed at employers with a view to incentivising the employment of people 
with disabilities in the open labour market.  The WSS is payable where the employee works 
a minimum of 21 hours per week, and the employer must apply the same conditions of em-
ployment as for other employees – including minimum wage, PRSI, PAYE and annual leave 
requirements. 

The Department of Social Protection has undertaken a review of the operational governance 
and guidelines underpinning the administration of the scheme.  

This operational review has taken place over the past year as part of the Departments com-
mitments under the Comprehensive Employment Strategy for people with disabilities.  The De-
partment is currently in the process of finalising this review and would intend to make available 
the revised guidelines in the near future. 

It is anticipated that this work will improve the support the Department provides for this 
important scheme which provides employment support to over 2,200 People with Disabilities.  
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I hope that this answers the Deputy’s question.

02/11/2016WRK01100Fuel Allowance Eligibility

02/11/2016WRK01200225. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection his plans to revise 
the eligibility rules for fuel allowances for persons on the rural social schemes in order that 
they can apply for the scheme each year based on their current circumstances and not on the 
eligibility for fuel allowance and circumstances that prevailed at the time of joining the scheme. 
[32865/16]

02/11/2016WRK01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The fuel allowance is a payment 
of €22.50 per week for 26 weeks from October to April, to low income households.  It was paid 
to 390,958 recipients in 2015.  The estimated cost of the scheme in 2016 is €224 million.  The 
purpose of this payment is to assist these households with their energy costs.  The allowance 
represents a contribution towards the energy costs of a household.  It is not intended to meet 
those costs in full.  Only one allowance is paid per household.  My Department also pays an 
electricity or gas allowance as part of the household benefits package to approx. 421,000 cus-
tomers, at an estimated cost of €228 million in 2016.  

The fuel allowance is a means tested payment, targeted at those who are more vulnerable 
to energy poverty, including those reliant on social protection payments for longer periods and 
who are unlikely to have additional resources of their own.  Participants on the rural social 
scheme can be paid Fuel Allowance where they had applied for or were awarded fuel allowance 
prior to commencing on the scheme, and where they satisfy or continue to satisfy the condi-
tions. 

For the 2016/17 fuel season the eligibility criteria for fuel was changed to allow a participant 
in an employment support scheme (which includes rural social scheme), who had an underly-
ing entitlement to fuel allowance prior to participation on the scheme but is not in receipt of the 
allowance because another member of the household is receiving it, to apply for fuel if these 
circumstances change (e.g. a social welfare fuel recipient is no longer residing at the address).  
Fuel can be reviewed and awarded provided the employment support scheme participant satis-
fies all conditions for receipt of fuel allowance.

Any decision to extend the eligibility criteria for fuel allowance to allow persons on the rural 
social scheme to accrue entitlement to fuel while on the scheme would have to be considered in 
the context of overall budgetary negotiations. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRK01400Invalidity Pension Applications

02/11/2016WRK01500226. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on an application for invalidity pension in respect of person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32870/16]

02/11/2016WRK01600Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are permanently incapable of work because 
of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social insurance (PRSI) contribution 
conditions.  

A claim for IP was received from the gentleman concerned on 30 September 2016.  In order 
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to establish medical eligibility two medical report forms have issued to him for completion.  On 
receipt of the completed forms, the IP claim will be processed as quickly as possible and the 
person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

In the meantime, the gentleman is in receipt of a weekly illness benefit payment.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRK01700Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

02/11/2016WRK01800227. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of a domicili-
ary care allowance for a person (details supplied). [32884/16]

02/11/2016WRK01900Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
This lady was notified on 24 October 2016 that her domiciliary care allowance has been award-
ed from 1st August 2016.  The first payment of the allowance, along with arrears due, will issue 
on the 15th November 2016.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRK02000Family Income Supplement Appeals

02/11/2016WRK02100228. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will be 
made on a family income supplement appeal for a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [32885/16]

02/11/2016WRK02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evi-
dence, has decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary deci-
sion.  The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRK02300Domiciliary Care Allowance Eligibility

02/11/2016WRK02400229. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Social Protection if a retrospective applica-
tion will be made for a domiciliary care allowance in each of the years 2010 and 2015 for a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32886/16]

02/11/2016WRK02500Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
An application for domiciliary care allowance (DCA) was received from this lady on the 15th 
June 2009.  The application was not allowed as it was considered that the child did not meet the 
eligibility criteria for the allowance at that time.  A decision letter issued on 30 July 2009. An 
appeal of this decision was registered on 26 August 2009 and the case was examined by an ap-
peals officer.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office notified her on the 23rd December 2010 that, 
following an examination of the file, the original decision was upheld. 
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This lady made another application for the allowance on 12 November 2015 and following 
examination of the application was found to satisfy the medical criteria.  She was notified on 15 
February 2016 that her domiciliary care allowance had been awarded from 1 December 2015.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRK02600JobsPlus Scheme

02/11/2016WRK02700230. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection if he considered expand-
ing JobsPlus to include apprenticeships as part of the scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [32892/16]

02/11/2016WRK02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): JobsPlus provides a direct finan-
cial incentive for employers to recruit employees who are long term on the live register, or those 
transitioning into employment. It provides employers with two levels of payment -  €7,500 and 
€10,000.  The €7,500 is paid primarily to those who are 12 months or more on the live register 
with the higher grant is paid in respect of those who have been unemployed for more than 24 
months.  The incentive is paid in monthly instalments over a two year period, provided the em-
ployment is maintained. 

At the end of September 2016, my Department disbursed €2.33 million under the JobsPlus 
scheme to 3,236 employers in respect of 4,271 employees.

In establishing JobsPlus, the Government’s priority was to encourage employers to create 
new jobs for those who are long-term unemployed.  In keeping with this priority, work of a part-
time, seasonal, or short-term nature is not supported by the initiative.  Neither is employment 
of a training or work placement nature, including the provision of a subsidy to employers under 
apprenticeship schemes.  

Jobs must be full time, newly created positions, additional to the existing workforce, or po-
sitions which arise from retirements and vacancies.  The incentive is not suitable for supporting 
apprenticeships, traineeships or those employed for work experience.  I have no plans to expand 
the incentive to include apprenticeships.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

02/11/2016WRK02900Social Welfare Appeals

02/11/2016WRK03000231. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an ap-
peal in respect of a person (details supplied); and if the means assessment when carried out by 
his Department took account of the fact that the asset, which the person owns, is jointly owned. 
[32897/16]

02/11/2016WRK03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evi-
dence, has decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary deci-
sion.  

In the determination of this appeal, the Appeals Officer concluded that the assessment of 
means of the person concerned by the Department was correct.  The means are based on 50% of 
the capital value of property which is jointly owned by the person concerned. 
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The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRK03200Departmental Contracts

02/11/2016WRK03300232. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection if the contracts for Job-
Path were put out to tender; the awarding process; the criteria on which it was based; if there 
was any other applicants; the personal data of persons participating on JobPath that will be 
passed onto the recruitment agencies; if persons participating will be notified in advance of their 
data and details being handed over; and the reassurances that have been given to the govern-
ment regarding data security. [32899/16]

02/11/2016WRK03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): JobPath is an employment acti-
vation service that supports people who are long-term unemployed (over 12 months) and those 
most at risk of becoming long-term unemployed to secure and sustain paid employment. 

A public procurement process was conducted in accordance with EU and Irish procurement 
rules.  A Prior Information Notice (PIN) and a request for tenders (RFT) were published on both 
the Government etenders website and on the website of the Official Journal of the European 
Union (OJEU).  All tenders were submitted on a confidential basis.  The department disclosed 
the names of the successful bidders in its contract award notice which was issued on 9 July 
2015.  Contracts were awarded on the basis of the most economically advantageous tender 
based on the following criteria (i) cost, (ii) implementation of services, (iii) delivery of services 
and (iv) contract management and governance.  The full request for tender is available on the 
department’s website. 

The procurement process was overseen by a board that was chaired at Assistant Secretary 
level and included an independent external member who was formerly a commissioner of a 
regulatory body.  The board was advised by the Attorney General’s Office and the Chief State 
Solicitor’s Office as well as the National Development Finance Agency.  The outcome of the 
process and the recommendation to award contracts were reviewed with the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform and the final decision to proceed to contract was made by Gov-
ernment.

Only jobseekers are referred to JobPath.  The application form for a jobseeker’s payment 
advises the jobseeker that information may be exchanged with other agencies. Service provid-
ers such as JobPath companies and the Local Employment Service companies act as agents 
of the Department.  In the same way that information is shared with the Local Employment 
Service companies for the purposes of activation, information is also shared with the JobPath 
companies for the same purpose.  

Shared information may include such things as the person’s PPS number, name, contact 
details, gender, education, work experience and welfare claim details.  The purpose of sharing 
this information is to assist in the development of a tailored personal progression plan for the 
individual jobseeker in order to support them back into paid employment. 

The JobPath companies may use jobseekers’ data only for the purposes of delivering em-
ployment services for the Department.  Data is transmitted securely from the Department to 
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the companies using secure Departmental approved transmission channels.  Both companies 
store client personal data only in Ireland.  No personally identifiable client information is stored 
outside Ireland. Both companies undertook independent audits of their data processes and pro-
cedures as part of their contractual obligations.  They are registered with the Office of the Data 
Protection Commissioner and are subject to the provisions of data protection legislation.

02/11/2016WRK03500Departmental Legal Costs

02/11/2016WRK03600233. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount 
that his Department spent on external legal advice in each of the years 2013, 2014 and 2015; the 
names of each of the legal firms that provided advice to his Department in each of those years; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32920/16]

02/11/2016WRK03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Given the detail required it is not 
possible to provide the information within the required timeframe.  The information requested 
is being compiled by my officials and will be sent to the Deputy when finalised.

02/11/2016WRK03800Carer’s Benefit Applications

02/11/2016WRK03900234. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an applica-
tion for carer’s benefit in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [32935/16]

02/11/2016WRK04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I confirm that my department 
received an application for carer’s benefit (CARB) from the person concerned on 21 June 2016. 

The person concerned is in receipt of widow’s contributory pension (WCP). 

Under social welfare legislation, CARB and WCP cannot be paid concurrently.

However, a recipient of WCP can qualify for carer’s allowance (CA) at half-rate and retain 
their WCP.  CA has some similar conditions to CARB but is means-tested.

A letter issued on 28 October 2016 setting out the options available to the person concerned.  
If she wishes to receive CARB, she will have to give up her WCP for the duration of her CARB 
claim, which is a maximum of 104 weeks for each person being cared for.  

Alternatively, she can apply for CA.  An application for carer’s allowance (CR1) has issued 
to her to facilitate her claiming that allowance, which is means tested if she so wishes. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRK04100State Pension (Contributory)

02/11/2016WRK04200235. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the correct level 
of State contributory pension in the case of a person (details supplied); the amount of arrears 
owed in this instance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32949/16]

02/11/2016WRK04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The state pension (contributory) 
entitlement of the person concerned has been reviewed.  His weekly pension rate has been in-
creased and he has been notified of the outcome.  The higher rate of pension has been put into 
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payment and the person’s due pension arrears will issue shortly.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRK04400Invalidity Pension Eligibility

02/11/2016WRK04500236. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on an in-
validity pension review will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [32950/16]

02/11/2016WRK04600Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are permanently incapable of work because 
of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social insurance (PRSI) contribution 
conditions. 

The department is required to carry out periodic reviews to confirm that recipients continue 
to satisfy the conditions for receipt of their payments.  A review of the entitlement of the lady 
concerned was undertaken and a deciding officer decided that she continues to satisfy the condi-
tions for receipt of Invalidity Pension.  She was notified directly of this decision.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Question No. 237 withdrawn.

02/11/2016WRK04800School Meals Programme

02/11/2016WRK04900238. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for the delay 
in paying a company (details supplied) for services they provide under the school meals pro-
gramme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32953/16]

02/11/2016WRK05000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar):  The school meals programme 
provides funding towards the provision of food services to schools and organisations benefit-
ting over 200,000 children at a total cost of €42 million in 2016.  As part of Budget 2017, I 
have announced the provision of an additional €5.7 million for the scheme which will provide 
support to over 50,000 additional children. 

My department does not have a relationship with food suppliers under the school meals 
schemes.  The individual schools/organisations make an application for the scheme and pay-
ment is made directly to them.

Applications are processed by date of receipt order and applications received on 15 Septem-
ber are currently being processed.  Where complete applications are received and all the sup-
porting information provided, every effort is being made to issue payment as soon as possible.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

02/11/2016WRK05100JobPath Implementation

02/11/2016WRK05200239. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection if persons participating 
on JobPath are paid by either JobPath or the employer for travel, childcare or lunch vouchers; 
and, if it is the employers who pay, if it is mandatory that they cover costs when they take on a 
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JobPath participant. [32955/16]

02/11/2016WRK05300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): JobPath is a new approach to the 
provision of employment services to jobseekers that are long term unemployed. While engag-
ing with the JobPath service participants are provided with a range of supports based on an 
assessment of individual needs, which may include reasonable travel costs and childcare.  On a 
case by case basis, the JobPath providers will pay for items such as personal protective equip-
ment, tools, work clothing, Private Security Authority (PSA) licences and may also arrange 
and pay for specific skills training if required by a jobseeker for particular types of jobs.  The 
employers of JobPath participants, like all other employers, are under no obligation to cover 
costs for travel, childcare or lunch vouchers.  The JobPath providers may use their own funds 
on a discretionary basis to support JobPath participants in the early stages of employment, if 
they deem it appropriate.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRK05400Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

02/11/2016WRK05500240. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Social Protection if fibromyalgia will be 
recognised under the long-term illness scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33051/16]

02/11/2016WRK05600Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
My Department provides a suite of income supports for those who are unable to work due to an 
illness or disability.  Entitlement to these supports is not contingent on the nature of the illness 
but on the extent to which a particular illness or disability impairs or restricts a person’s capac-
ity to work. In all cases a deciding officer of my Department makes a decision based on all the 
available evidence including supporting medical evidence supplied by the applicant and taking 
into account the opinion of the Department’s Medical Assessor.

I hope that clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRK05700UK Referendum on EU Membership

02/11/2016WRK05800241. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if Irish dip-
lomatic delegations have been sent to each EU member state capital to impress the need for 
a Brexit outcome that takes into consideration Ireland’s special exposure in terms of trade, 
movement of persons and the political stability of Northern Ireland; and if so, the details of the 
members of each delegation. [32850/16]

02/11/2016WRK05900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Engagement with 
our EU partners as well as with the EU Institutions is and will continue to be an essential pillar 
of the Government’s efforts in response to the result of the UK referendum on EU membership.

The foundations of our outreach work with EU partners were laid far in advance of the June 
referendum, where every opportunity was availed of to sensitise interlocutors, both at politi-
cal and senior official level, to the unique and particular priorities that we have with regard 
to Brexit.  These are well-known to the Deputy and to this House and include: protecting and 
promoting our interests with regard to the continued success of the peace process, including 
stability within Northern Ireland and a strong North/South relationship; the Common Travel 
Area as it applies both North/South and East-West; and the health of our economy, above all in 
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relation to trade.

Since the referendum, the Taoiseach has had discussions with Prime Minister May, Presi-
dent Hollande, Chancellor Merkel, President Tusk, President Juncker and other EU leaders, 
most recently at the European Council in Brussels on 20-21 October.  For my own part, I spoke 
with each and every one of my EU counterparts in the period after the referendum and have 
recently begun a second round of consultations with Foreign Minister colleagues.  I look for-
ward to several more such meetings before the end of the year.  The recent visit to Dublin by the 
European Commission’s lead Brexit negotiator, Michel Barnier, who met with the Taoiseach, 
the Tánaiste, Minister of State Murphy and myself, provided another highly useful opportunity 
to explain Irish priorities in the forthcoming negotiations.

At diplomatic and official level, Brexit has been a central topic in all meetings with EU 
counterparts.  Over the next few weeks, a number of specific Brexit-related meetings will take 
place, both in Dublin and in other capitals, with other member States and the EU Institutions.  
Setting out our concerns and objectives on Brexit to other Governments, and reporting on their 
reactions and their overall views on Brexit, is naturally of the highest priority for our Embas-
sies in all 27 other Member States, and of course for the Permanent Representation in Brussels.  
Senior officials in my Department have also had the opportunity on a number of occasions to 
brief all EU Member State Embassies here.

The reactions of all partners have been uniformly understanding and supportive.  As the 
negotiations approach and as the issues are fleshed out in discussions with the British Govern-
ment and the Northern Ireland Executive, as well as through discussions with stakeholders, in 
particular the Civic Dialogue, we will ensure that every Member State is fully aware of our 
approach. 

Finally, it is important that Ireland’s unique circumstances and concerns are as widely un-
derstood as possible.  To date I have published opinion pieces in over 30 major newspapers 
around the European Union to enhance awareness of Ireland’s concerns. 

02/11/2016WRK06000North-South Ministerial Council

02/11/2016WRK06100242. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the po-
sition regarding the upcoming North-South Ministerial Council meeting in November 2016. 
[33055/16]

02/11/2016WRK06200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The next Plenary 
meeting of the North South Ministerial Council (NSMC) will be held on 18 November in Ar-
magh.  I expect that we will have a further substantive discussion with our Northern Ireland 
colleagues on the implications of the UK referendum result.  The agenda will also cover discus-
sions on economic and financial matters, as well as a range of other issues including the North 
West Gateway Initiative and the North/South commitments made under the Fresh Start Agree-
ment of November 2015.

At the Plenary meeting of the NSMC on 4 July in Dublin Castle, the Government and the 
Northern Ireland Executive agreed to work together to ensure that Northern Ireland’s interests 
are protected and advanced and that the benefits of North/South co-operation are fully recog-
nised in any new arrangements which emerge as regards the United Kingdom’s future relation-
ship with the European Union.  We noted that there are a number of priority areas where im-
plications arise, including the economy and trade, Northern Ireland and British Irish Relations 
and the Common Travel Area.



2 November 2016

229

We agreed that a full audit will be undertaken in all sectors to identify the possible impacts, 
risks, opportunities and contingencies arising in the phases preceding and following the UK’s 
withdrawal from the EU.  And we agreed that this work would be submitted to ministerial sec-
toral meetings for consideration as to the strategic and cross-cutting issues arising.  The ongo-
ing work to achieve these objectives will be reviewed by the Council when it meets in plenary 
format on 18 November in Armagh.

02/11/2016WRK06300Departmental Appointments

02/11/2016WRK06400243. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
details of the precise scoring system used to assess each application for an individual election 
observation mission; if his Department regards each invitation for observers for a particular 
mission as an open competition; the reason applicants have to complete a new application form 
for each mission when the data required is virtually the same; and the appropriate action on 
those occasions when applications are mislaid or end up in quarantine with that candidate not 
being considered at all. [32660/16]

02/11/2016WRK06500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): International elec-
tion monitoring missions play an important role in the promotion of democracy and human 
rights.  The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade maintains a roster of election observers 
for such missions.  The aim is to ensure that, when requested, Ireland is represented at an ap-
propriate level in international observation missions for both elections and constitutional refer-
endums.  Irish observers participate primarily in missions organised by the European Union and 
the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). 

When the current Election Observation Roster was being established in 2013, all applicants 
for membership of the roster were supplied with an information note which set out how the 
selection of the members of individual observation missions would be conducted.

The criteria used for selection of the members of individual monitoring missions are based 
on the criteria set by the EU or OSCE, which include relevant local and regional experience, 
language proficiency, gender and length of time since serving on a mission.  In many cases, 
the EU and OSCE also invite Member States to nominate observers who, while they meet the 
relevant criteria, have not yet had the opportunity to build up their experience, and this is also 
factored into the nomination process.  Following consideration of the applications, a draft list 
of nominees is submitted for Ministerial approval.  

The importance of the individual application form is that it requests applicants to set out 
their suitability for individual missions against the criteria for a particular mission, for instance 
regional experience or proficiency in the country’s language.  Roster members are also asked 
to confirm their availability, especially where multiple rounds of elections are planned, their 
passport details and emergency contact details. 

Where IT issues have arisen, occasionally, in the submission of applications, Departmental 
officials have taken measures to prevent a recurrence.  These include the introduction of an 
automated acknowledgment mechanism for applicants. 

02/11/2016WRK06600UK Referendum on EU Membership

02/11/2016WRK06700244. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if the 
Government received any request to participate or intervene as an interested party in the pro-
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ceedings before the Belfast High Court challenging Brexit; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [32750/16]

02/11/2016WRK06800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Government 
received pre-action correspondence notifying of the two sets of proceedings which were heard 
concurrently at the Belfast High Court in relation to the UK-EU referendum.  In accordance 
with the relevant Northern Ireland practice directions, such correspondence may be sent to 
those whom the applicant considers to have an interest in the proceedings.

I note that a judgment on both applications was given by the Belfast High Court on 28 
October.  This court decision could be the subject of further proceedings and is therefore not 
something that I propose to comment further on.

The impact on Northern Ireland and the peace process is one of the Government’s four key 
priorities in dealing with the prospective exit of the UK from the European Union. 

As we have made clear, as part of the process of the UK’s exit from the European Union, the 
Government will be working for special arrangements which take account of Northern Ireland’s 
unique circumstances.  Our priority is to ensure that the Good Friday Agreement and the overall 
balance of the settlement is not in any way disturbed by the UK’s exit from the European Union 
and of course to maintain the open, and effectively invisible, border on the island.

The Government is intensively engaged with our EU partners to address the UK’s prospec-
tive EU exit.  Our preparations over the coming weeks include closer political and official 
engagement with Northern Ireland and the British Government and a broadening dialogue with 
civic society.

In this regard, an all-island Civic Dialogue on Brexit will commence, with the initial meet-
ing being hosted by the Taoiseach and myself, today 2 November, in Dublin.  A broad range 
of civic society groups, trade unions, business groups and non-governmental organisations are 
participating as well as representatives of political parties on the island.

02/11/2016WRK06900Departmental Legal Costs

02/11/2016WRK07000245. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
amount that his Department spent on external legal advice in each of the years 2013, 2014 and 
2015; the names of each of the legal firms that provided advice to his Department in each of 
those years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32912/16]

02/11/2016WRK07100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department 
generally seeks advice on domestic legal matters from the Office of the Attorney General and/
or the Chief State Solicitor’s Office.

Depending on the subject-matter, litigation is dealt with on my Department’s behalf by 
the Attorney General’s Office, the Chief State Solicitor’s Office or the State Claims Agency 
which engage lawyers to act for the Department where necessary, including for personal inju-
ries claims and other matters.  The costs of any external solicitors or counsel engaged for such 
matters are not charged to my Department’s Votes.

The Chief State Solicitor’s Office provides legal advice in relation to commercial contracts 
and public procurement matters.  The Department has not engaged external private sector legal 
advice on these matters for any of the years 2013 to 2014 and 2015. 
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The Department’s Missions abroad engage local legal advisers from time to time to deal 
with a range of miscellaneous matters. 

02/11/2016WRL00150Coastal Protection

02/11/2016WRL00200246. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the date 
on which a particular part of the coastal protection scheme on the beach at Rosslare Strand, 
County Wexford may be implemented (details supplied). [32524/16]

02/11/2016WRL00300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): I am advised by the Commissioners of Public Works that an application for funding 
under the Office of Public Works’ (OPW) Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protec-
tion Scheme has been received from Wexford County Council for a project at the location in 
question.  This application is currently under consideration in the OPW and a response will is-
sue to Wexford County Council as soon as possible.

02/11/2016WRL00350Public Sector Pensions

02/11/2016WRL00400247. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to provide a pension policy for supervisors and assistant supervisors on community em-
ployment schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32700/16]

02/11/2016WRL00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The issue of 
pension entitlements for Community Employment Scheme Supervisors and Assistant Supervi-
sors was the subject of a Labour Court recommendation in 2008.  The position is that although 
the employing bodies concerned are mainly funded by public expenditure programmes, the 
State does not have any role as an employer in this sector and the employees of such bodies are 
not public servants.

This matter together with other related issues is the subject of discussion at the Community 
Sector High Level Forum (or Working Group) (previously the Informal Forum) which was con-
vened to examine certain issues pertaining to the Community Employment sector.  The forum 
met on 27 November 2015 and on 11 April 2016.  Future meetings will be planned once a new 
Chair has been appointed.

02/11/2016WRL00550Flood Relief Schemes

02/11/2016WRL00600248. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding flooding; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [32530/16]

02/11/2016WRL00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The Office of Public Works (OPW) has maintenance responsibility only for those 
Catchment Drainage Schemes and Flood Relief Schemes completed by the OPW under the 
Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 and 1995.

Neither Lough Lane nor the River Laune form part of an arterial drainage scheme under 
the auspices of this Office and, as such, we have no responsibility for their maintenance.  Any 
cleaning of the rivers flowing into Lough Lane was not carried out by OPW as they do not form 
part of an arterial drainage scheme.
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Local flooding issues are a matter, in the first instance, for each Local Authority to inves-
tigate and address, and Kerry County Council may carry out flood mitigation works using its 
own resources.

The Office of Public Works operates a Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protec-
tion Scheme.  This administrative Scheme’s eligibility criteria, including a requirement that any 
measures are cost beneficial, are published on the OPW website at www.opw.ie.  It is open to 
Kerry County Council to submit a funding application under the Scheme.  Any application re-
ceived will be considered in accordance with the overall availability of resources for flood risk 
management and the scheme’s eligibility criteria, available on the OPW website.

02/11/2016WRL00750Oireachtas Members’ Remuneration

02/11/2016WRL00800249. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
public sector grades that salaries of TDs, Senators, Ministers, Ministers of State, the Tánaiste 
and the Taoiseach are aligned to; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32517/16]

02/11/2016WRL00900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The 38th Re-
port of the Review Body on Higher Remuneration in the Public Sector in 2000 recommended 
that the pay of TD’s should be linked to the Principal Officer grade in the Civil Service.  This 
recommendation was based on their independent and expert consideration of the level of re-
sponsibilities and an appropriate pay analogue.  That Review Body report also recommended 
that Senators be paid 70% of the TD rate.  The Government of the day accepted this recommen-
dation and the pay of TDs has followed this link since. 

The pay of Officeholders ( Ministers, Ministers of State, Tánaiste, Taoiseach) is made up 
of two elements: the TD salary, which is linked to the Principal Officer grade and the office 
holder’s salary which is not linked to any particular grade.

02/11/2016WRL00950Lansdowne Road Agreement Implementation

02/11/2016WRL01000250. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Re-
form if or when the two extra hours to be worked each week for persons who would normally 
have worked 35 hours a week, agreed under the public service stability agreement, are due to 
expire; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32647/16]

02/11/2016WRL01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The require-
ment for additional working hours for public servants was introduced under Section 2.4 of the 
Public Service Stability Agreement (Haddington Road Agreement) in 2013.  These additional 
working hours have contributed to the maintenance and enhancement of existing public ser-
vices during a period of significant constraints on public expenditure and at a time when public 
services are under increasing demand.

The additional hours have facilitated a large increase in public service productivity and are 
an important element of the public service reform programme.  The Public Service Stability 
Agreement was extended under the terms of the Lansdowne Road Agreement out to September 
2018.

02/11/2016WRL01150Office of Public Works Properties
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02/11/2016WRL01200251. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans for a building (details supplied) in Enfield, County Meath; and if the Office of Public 
Works will consider its use as a community space for persons living in Enfield and its environs. 
[32697/16]

02/11/2016WRL01300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): I am advised by the Commissioners of Public Works that the property in Enfield was 
purchased at the behest of An Garda Síochána in 2007 to address their operational requirements.

The OPW are entering discussions with An Garda Síochána to review the operational ne-
cessity for this building.  The outcome of these discussions will determine the future use of the 
facility.

While discussions are ongoing it is not possible to comment on the future use of the prop-
erty.

02/11/2016WRL01350Lobbying Data

02/11/2016WRL01400252. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if NAMA is subject to the Lobbying Act 2015; if it is required to submit a return if it lobbies a 
person; if it is required to submit a return if it lobbies a company or organisation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [32712/16]

02/11/2016WRL01500254. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the number of returns made by NAMA under the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 since the 
legislation was enacted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32722/16]

02/11/2016WRL01600255. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the number of returns made in respect of NAMA under the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 
since the legislation was enacted; the detail of the returns, in tabular form, broken down by 
years, individuals and organisations by name [32723/16]

02/11/2016WRL01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Under sec-
tion 7 (f) of the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 the National Asset Management Agency 
(NAMA) is defined as a public service body for the purposes of the Act.

In accordance with section 5 (5) (k) of the Act, communications made by a person who 
is employed by or holds any office or another position in a public service body are exempt, 
where the person is acting in that capacity within the body and the communications relate to 
the functions of the public service body.  This provision also applies to persons engaged for the 
purposes of the body.  This means these communications are not regarded as lobbying activities 
under the Act.

NAMA is not therefore required to register or submit returns to the lobbying register under 
the Act.

In accordance with the information publicly available on the lobbying register, there have 
been no returns made in respect of NAMA since the Act commenced on 1 September 2015.

The website at  www.lobbying.ie, which includes the easily searchable and free to use on-
line register, also has a suite of information tools designed to help lobbyists, designated public 
officials and the public to fully understand the Act and its obligations.
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02/11/2016WRL01750Lobbying Data

02/11/2016WRL01800253. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the number of former or current public officials employed by or providing services to a lobby-
ist for each of the years 2013 to 2016 to date who are listed on a website (details supplied) in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32721/16]

02/11/2016WRL01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Dep-
uty is aware, the Standards in Public Office Commission, an independent body, is responsible 
for the implementation of the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 and under section 9 of the Act 
for the establishment and maintenance of the online Register of Lobbying.  As such, my Depart-
ment does not have day to day responsibility for the collection, presentation or content of the 
information on the Register of Lobbying.  In order to assist the Deputy, my officials contacted 
that Office and were advised that the Standards in Public Office Commission has a data export 
facility on the Register of Lobbying that allows anyone to extract and analyse data from the 
Register.  The Deputy might wish to contact the Standards in Public Office Commission di-
rectly for assistance in undertaking that analysis.

Questions Nos. 254 and 255 answered with Question No. 252.

02/11/2016WRL02050Public Sector Staff Recruitment

02/11/2016WRL02100256. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when the two posts of Assistant Secretary that are currently vacant within his Department will 
be filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [32900/16]

02/11/2016WRL02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Public 
Appointments Service (PAS) on behalf of the Top Level Appointments Committee (TLAC) ran 
an open competition to fill the post of Assistant Secretary (Head of Remuneration, Pensions & 
Industrial Relations) within the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  The post was 
advertised on the Public Appointment Service website on Friday, 26 August 2016.  The short-
listing for this post took place on 27 September 2016 and the successful candidates were invited 
to preliminary interviews which are now complete.  PAS have confirmed that 4 successful can-
didates will be interviewed by the Top Level Appointments Committee shortly.

The post of Assistant Secretary (Public Service Reform and Delivery and Chief Information 
Officer) has been filled by Senior Public Service mobility.  The successful candidate is sched-
uled to take up duty in the Department on Monday, 21 November.

02/11/2016WRL02250Departmental Legal Costs

02/11/2016WRL02300257. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the amount that his Department spent on external legal advice in each of the years 2013, 2014 
and 2015; the names of each of the legal firms that provided advice to his Department in each 
of those years; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [32906/16]

02/11/2016WRL02400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In response 
to the Deputy’s question the following table outlines the amount spent by my Department on 
external legal advice in each of the years 2013, 2014 and 2015.
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Year Legal Firm Amount
2013 *Consultant   R. Humphreys €111,131
 *Consultant   C. Kennedy €32,263
  €143,394
2014 Eversheds Sweden €1,200
 *Consultant   R. Humphreys €79,364
 *Consultant   C. Kennedy €39,189
  €119,753
2015 Philip Lee Solicitors €5,535
 ByrneWallace €123,221
 *Consultant   R. Humphreys €54,312
 *Consultant   C. Kennedy €57,530
  €240,598

*R. Humphrey’s gave legal advice/support in drafting legislative proposals under the Gov-
ernment Reform Programme.  C. Kennedy was a consultant who worked on the Statute Law 
Revision programme.  Both were engaged in line with procurement rules.

02/11/2016WRL02450Public Sector Staff Recruitment

02/11/2016WRL02500258. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the areas of 
recruitment currently planned for the public service; the grades at which recruitment will take 
place; and if local authorities will be included. [33019/16]

02/11/2016WRL02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, I announced additional recruitment measures recently on Budget Day.  This 
will include an additional 2,400 teaching posts in the Education sector, of which 900 will be 
resource teachers.  In the Justice Sector, there will be an accelerated programme of Garda re-
cruitment, with 800 new Gardaí to be hired and trained in 2017.  There will also be accelerated 
recruitment of about 500 civilian staff into An Garda Síochána which will further free up Gardaí 
for frontline duties and underpin Garda reform.  I also provided for additional staffing in the 
Health Sector and Tusla.

I am responsible for recruitment in the Civil Service.  Recruitment in the Civil Service is 
dependent on the pay allocation for departments and offices.

I understand that recently a competition was organised for Clerical Officer and that later in 
the year there will be a competition for Executive Officer in the Civil Service.  My officials and 
officials from the Public Appointments Service will be discussing the need for other competi-
tions as required.

As the Deputy will also be aware, the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government is responsible for recruitment into the Local Authorities.  The Minister for 
Education and Science is responsible for recruitment into the education section and the Minister 
for Justice and Equality has responsibility for recruitment into An Garda Siochana.

02/11/2016WRL02650Public Procurement Contracts

02/11/2016WRL02700259. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
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monitoring and reporting arrangements in his Department to track tender price inflation for 
publicly funded projects; if his Department routinely collects and publishes such informa-
tion; and if he will provide any statistics available to his Department on tender price inflation.  
[33020/16]

02/11/2016WRL02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Capital in-
vestment allocations are typically made on a multi-annual basis by the Government, so that 
Government Departments can undertake proper medium-term planning for the cost-effective 
delivery of investment projects.  Public Procurement is governed by EU and National rules as 
set out in the Public Spending Code.  The aim of these rules is to promote an open, competitive 
and non-discriminatory public procurement regime which delivers best value for money.

The recovery in the economy has meant that real increases to public spending can continue 
to be made on a sustainable basis to deliver both on economic priorities and also on the social 
goals for a fairer and more inclusive society.  However, there is also an obligation to ensure that 
funding invested in new services will not only be affordable now but also for the foreseeable 
future.

In terms of tender price inflation, some of the factors that have been holding back inflation 
are expected to subside; however, in common with elsewhere, inflation is projected to remain 
modest in the short term.  Core HICP inflation is projected to average 1.2 per cent next year, 
however, construction price inflation is running ahead of the baseline inflation rates in certain 
parts of the country.

All publicly funded projects and programmes are subject to the appraisal framework set out 
in the Public Spending Code.  Responsibility for compliance with the Public Spending Code 
and the recording of tender price data lies with the Sponsoring Agency and Sanctioning Author-
ity for a particular project.

02/11/2016WRL02850Wildlife Conservation

02/11/2016WRL02900260. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs her views on the control measures on the feral mink population in Munster; 
and the success rates of same. [32834/16]

02/11/2016WRL03000Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Wild mink are not a protected species and they can be controlled by farmers, 
landowners, game shooting clubs and others.

A study commissioned by my Department, published in 2009, estimated the population of 
wild mink in the State could reach a total of between 20,500 and 33,500 individuals, and iden-
tified ground-nesting birds as the species most vulnerable to mink predation.  In this regard, 
and as full eradication is not considered possible at this time, my Department is concentrating 
its priorities on protecting the nesting sites of rare and threatened bird species, including vul-
nerable seabirds, waders and terns, corncrake, and grey partridge, from a range of predators, 
including mink.  My Department carries out predator control programmes on land it owns or 
manages and this includes mink where the need is identified.  In Munster, the Blasket Islands 
have been targeted as they are important for breeding manx shearwater which nests in burrows.   

My Department has also provided funding to the NARGC as well as mink traps to local 
groups in some areas to assist them in their work and will continue to target trapping in priority 
areas within the resources available.
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02/11/2016WRL03050Leader Programmes Funding

02/11/2016WRL03100261. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs when funding for Leader in County Longford will be signed off and the money 
granted; the reason there has been an extended delay in this process; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [32632/16]

02/11/2016WRL03200Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): An independent Selection Committee was established to review and select the 
LEADER Local Development Strategies submitted in each of the 28 sub-regional areas covered 
by the LEADER programme.

The Local Development Strategy submitted for County Longford was developed by Long-
ford Local Community Development Committee (LCDC), with Longford Community Resourc-
es CLG as its implementing partner, and Longford County Council as its lead financial partner.  
I understand that the Selection Committee requested additional information and clarifications 
regarding the strategy submitted for County Longford.  Following on from the receipt of the 
requested information, the Committee selected the LEADER strategy for County Longford at 
its meeting on 27 October 2016.

A Funding Agreement has issued to Longford LCDC for the delivery of the LEADER pro-
gramme in the area covered by its strategy and I understand that this Funding Agreement has 
now been signed by the relevant parties in Longford.  The amount allocated for this strategy is 
€7.597 million.

02/11/2016WRL03250EU Directives

02/11/2016WRL03300262. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if her Department holds and operates the licensing function for control measures 
that can be carried out on bird species under national wildlife legislation and under the EU birds 
directive.  [32732/16]

02/11/2016WRL03400266. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs further to Parliamentary Question No. 530 of 27 September 2016, if a typical 
single case application for a bird control derogation licence usually necessitates a site visit, an 
inspection and a report by a conservation ranger, followed by an adjudication in her Department 
with reference to the legislation, and concluded with a written decision from her Department 
being sent back to the applicant; if each such application can take several weeks to fully pro-
cess; and if her Department has one conservation ranger serving all of north Dublin to service 
the inspection and reporting requirements of each application.  [32736/16]

02/11/2016WRL03500267. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs further to Parliamentary Question No. 530 of 27 September 2016, if her Depart-
ment, along with the Department of Health and other public health bodies, has the resources to 
process a very high volume of applications on a case by case basis in a timely fashion (details 
supplied).  [32737/16]

02/11/2016WRL03600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 262, 266 and 267 together.

As indicated by my reply to Parliamentary Question No. 530 of 27 September 2016, appli-
cants may apply to my Department for derogation licences to control certain bird species, which 
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are considered on a case by case basis.  Officials of the National Parks and Wildlife Service of 
my Department would assess each such application, which would include an examination of the 
proposed control measures and a site visit to the area concerned, followed by a written recom-
mendation on the application.

While my Department endeavours to examine all application for licences and permits un-
der the Wildlife Acts in a timely manner, there are instances where delays can occur due to the 
volume of applications for certain licences.  However, my Department works to ensure that any 
such delays are kept to a minimum.

02/11/2016WRL03650EU Directives

02/11/2016WRL03700263. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs if the National Parks and Wildlife Service is Ireland’s representative on the EU 
ORNIS Committee (details supplied). [32733/16]

02/11/2016WRL03800264. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs further to Parliamentary Question No. 531 of 27 September 2016, if EU member 
states, including Ireland, submit birds directive derogation licence reports annually to the EU 
ORNIS committee; if such reports list in detail every derogation licence issued by a member 
state under the birds directive, for every form of control measure, on every protected bird spe-
cies; and if her Department has access to detailed information regarding the derogation licens-
ing activities and the resulting control measures from those derogation licences in all member 
states that file reports to ORNIS.  [32734/16]

02/11/2016WRL03900265. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs her views on the fact that Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales and England, in addi-
tion to the birds directive derogation licences that they issue and file annually to ORNIS, also 
issue general licences through their respective wildlife agencies that each include the herring 
gull, the lesser-black-backed gull and the greater black-backed gull as amenable to control mea-
sures for reasons of public health and safety. [32735/16]

02/11/2016WRL04000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 263 to 265, inclusive, together.

The work of the Ornis Committee, which was an advisory committee, has been assimilated 
into the Expert Group on the Birds and Habitats Directives.  My Department is represented by 
appropriate officials at these meetings, depending on the agenda.

The Birds Directive is implemented in Ireland under the Wildlife Acts and the European 
Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011.  Under the terms of the Direc-
tive, all Member States of the EU are bound to take measures to protect all wild birds and their 
habitats.  Under Article 9(1) Member States may derogate on the basis of a number of reasons, 
including in the interests of public health and safety; air safety; and to prevent serious damage 
to crops, livestock, forests, fisheries and water; for the protection of flora and fauna; and for 
research, teaching, repopulation and reintroduction.

Members States must report to the European Commission on an annual basis on the imple-
mentation of the provisions in Article 9(1).  Article 9(2) sets out the details to be included in 
derogation reports to the Commission and include

-  The bird species;



2 November 2016

239

-  The means, arrangements or methods authorised for capture or killing; and

-  Time and place and controls to be carried out.

The European Commission publishes a composite report which provides an analysis of the 
EU Member States annual reports and an assessment of the conformity of the derogations is-
sued with the provisions of the Birds Directive.  Individual Member State reports, including 
those for Ireland, are also published.

My Department is aware of some other Member States that issue licenses under their do-
mestic legislation in relation to the control of certain bird species, including some species of 
gulls.

Questions Nos. 266 and 267 answered with Question No. 262.

02/11/2016WRL04150Departmental Schemes

02/11/2016WRL04200268. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the allocation from the €10 million nationally for the town and village renewal 
scheme 2016 that has been made for County Tipperary; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [32821/16]

02/11/2016WRL04300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): On 9 August this year, I launched the Town and Village Renewal Scheme with 
an allocation of €10 million in capital funding.  A sum of €380,000 has been made available to 
each of the 26 counties, including Tipperary, under this initial phase of the scheme.

Local Authorities, in conjunction with local communities and businesses, were each invited 
to submit up to 8 proposals to my Department by the end of September for approval under the 
scheme.  A total of 172 applications were received, including 5 applications from Tipperary 
County Council.  An assessment of all of the applications is currently being finalised and I ex-
pect to be in a position to announce the successful projects shortly.

Vibrant towns and villages have an important role to play in revitalising rural Ireland.  As 
part of Budget 2017, I have secured funding of €12 million for an enhanced Town and Village 
Renewal scheme next year.  This represents a trebling of the original 2016 baseline allocation 
of €4 million.  As part of the 2017 scheme I intend to include a pilot to encourage increased 
residential occupancy in town and village centres.

02/11/2016WRL04350CLÁR Programme

02/11/2016WRL04400269. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the total allocation under the Clár scheme in 2016 for local access roads; the 
county allocation if already decided; if this measure applies only to non-county roads; when 
local authorities were advised as to their allocation under the scheme; the latest date for work 
to be completed for drawdown of funds in 2016; the detail of the operation of this measure in 
2016; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [32863/16]

02/11/2016WRL04500Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Mi-
chael Ring): I announced the reopening of the CLÁR Programme on 6 October 2016, with 
funding of €3 million available for this year.  The programme will provide funding for small 
scale infrastructural projects in disadvantaged rural areas that have experienced significant lev-
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els of de-population.

The reopening of CLÁR is part of the Government’s programme to support rural develop-
ment, which has also recently seen the launch of the Town and Village Renewal Scheme, a 
new phase of the REDZ (Rural Economic Development Zones) initiative, and funding for rural 
recreation infrastructure under the Rural Recreation Scheme.

CLÁR 2016 will see funding provided for three measures: Safety Measures for Schools 
and Community/Sports Facilities, Playgrounds and Multi-Use Games Areas, and Local Access 
Roads.  In early October, Local Authorities were invited to submit proposals for funding, with 
a closing date of 4 November for applications.

All funding will be dependent on Local Authorities having the capacity to implement the 
proposed projects immediately.  Specific amounts of funding have not been assigned to either 
individual counties or individual measures, and Local Authorities are not limited in the number 
of project proposals they can submit for consideration. 

Local Authorities have been notified that priority will be given to safety measures for 
schools and community/sports facilities, outdoor play facilities enhancements and local access 
roads measures in that order.  In this context, Local Authorities have been asked to prioritise 
their proposals based on outlined need and on how the proposed project fits in with broader 
planning at a local level.  

I have secured an allocation of €5 million for CLÁR for next year as part of Budget 2017.  
This funding will build on the 2016 scheme and further support the development of areas of 
particular disadvantage in rural Ireland.

02/11/2016WRM00200Leader Programmes

02/11/2016WRM00300270. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs if an agreement has been signed between her Department and Forum Conne-
mara regarding the delivery of the Leader programme in Connemara and the islands; if the 
programme is operational; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [32864/16]

02/11/2016WRM00400Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Following a competitive process for the implementation of the LEADER 2014-
2020 programme in Co. Galway, a Local Development Strategy submitted by Forum Conne-
mara was selected for delivery by an independent Selection Committee.  The selected strategy 
covers the municipal district of Connemara, including Inisbofin and the Aran Islands.

A Funding Agreement was signed by Forum Connemara on 12 October 2016.  The new 
LEADER programme will be operational in the aforementioned areas with effect from 1 No-
vember 2016.

The remaining rural areas of Co. Galway are now the subject of a separate Expression of 
Interest and strategy selection process under the LEADER programme.

02/11/2016WRM00500Departmental Legal Costs

02/11/2016WRM00600271. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the amount that her Department spent on external legal advice in each of 
the years 2013, 2014 and 2015; the name of each of the legal firms that provided advice to her 
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Department in each of those years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [32921/16]

02/11/2016WRM00700Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I am advised that no expenditure was incurred from my Department’s Adminis-
trative Budget in respect of external legal advice for the period 2013 to 2015.

For completeness, I would bring to the Deputy’s attention that , from time to time, my 
Department makes payments to the Chief State Solicitor’s Office in respect of legal services 
provided to my Department by that Office.

02/11/2016WRM00800An Teanga Gaeilge

02/11/2016WRM00900272. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí Ré-
igiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta cén plé a bhí ag a Roinn le RTÉ maidir leis an bplean gníom-
haíochta don Ghaeilge; an bhfuil sé beartaithe ag a Roinn airgead a chur ar fáil don phlean seo 
agus, má tá, cé mhéad airgid atá i gceist; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [32979/16]

02/11/2016WRM01000Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Seán Kyne): Ar 28 Meitheamh 2016, cheadaigh mé deontas de €70,000 in 
aghaidh na bliana thar thréimhse trí bliana do RTÉ chun tacú leis an eagraíocht réimse gníom-
hartha digiteacha ina Plean Gníomhaíochta Gaeilge a chur i bhfeidhm.

Cuirfidh na gníomhartha atá beartaithe sa phlean go mór le seirbhísí RTÉ ar-líne, go háirithe 
i réimsí na foghlama ar-líne, na seirbhísí do ghasúir, do dhaltaí scoile agus do mhic léinn olls-
coile in Éirinn agus thar sáile.  Tá mé sásta go gcuirfidh na gníomhartha seo le feiceálacht na 
Gaeilge ar RTÉ agus go luíonn siad isteach go dlúth le haidhmeanna na Straitéise 20 Bliain don 
Ghaeilge 2010-2030.

02/11/2016WRM01100Departmental Funding

02/11/2016WRM01200273. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs if she will publish the cost-benefit analysis undertaken regarding the al-
location of €2.175 million for the building of a centre (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [33017/16]

02/11/2016WRM01300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Under the provisions of the Public Spending Code, published by the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform, a cost benefit analysis is required for projects with a total 
cost of €20 million or more.  Given the financial parameters involved, a requirement for such 
an analysis does not arise in the project referred to by the Deputy.

The onus to ensure compliance with the Public Spending Code falls in the first instance on 
the project promoter, in this case the relevant local authority.  I can assure the Deputy that my 
Department will be satisfying itself that the project is in compliance with the relevant require-
ments of the Code before releasing any funding in this case.

02/11/2016WRM01400Legislative Programme

02/11/2016WRM01500274. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the position regarding legislation on hedge cutting; when she expects that the 
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changes will be made; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [33023/16]

02/11/2016WRM01600Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Section 40 of the Wildlife Acts 1976, as amended, prohibits the cutting, grub-
bing, burning or destruction of vegetation, with certain strict exemptions, from 1 March to 31 
August.

Following a review of Section 40, which involved, inter alia, consideration of submissions 
from interested parties, I announced proposals in December 2015 to introduce legislation to al-
low for managed hedge cutting and burning at certain times within the existing closed period on 
a pilot two year basis.  The legislation required to allow for these pilot measures was included 
in the Heritage Bill 2016, which was published in January 2016 and subsequently completed 
Second Stage in Seanad Éireann.

It is proposed to commence Committee Stage of the Bill in Seanad Éireann on 9 November.  
In the meantime, the existing provisions relating to Section 40 of the Wildlife Acts are still in 
operation.

02/11/2016WRM01700Health Services

02/11/2016WRM01800275. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
who was self-employed is eligible for the hearing aid grant or any other supports; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [32600/16]

02/11/2016WRM01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRM02000Respite Care Services Provision

02/11/2016WRM02100276. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the provisions for emergency 
respite care in Dublin south west; if there are services that will be supplied to a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32532/16]

02/11/2016WRM02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRM02300Hospital Appointments Status

02/11/2016WRM02400277. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
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appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32515/16]

02/11/2016WRM02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

02/11/2016WRM02600Legislative Programme

02/11/2016WRM02700278. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on correspon-
dence (details supplied) regarding physiotherapists; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [32516/16]

02/11/2016WRM02800288. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
supplied) regarding the title of physiotherapists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32550/16]

02/11/2016WRM02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 278 and 
288 together.

I can confirm that I will be implementing in full the decisions taken earlier this year by my 
predecessor, Leo Varadkar T.D., that the titles of physiotherapist and physical therapist would 
be protected under the Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005 and that there would 
be only one register for the profession.  This was welcomed by the Irish Society of Chartered 
Physiotherapists.

Last month, the Physiotherapists Registration Board established its register under the Act 
with effect from 30 September 2016.  This ensures that the specified title of physiotherapist will 
be protected for the exclusive use of registrants when the register’s two-year transitional period 
ends in September 2018.

Earlier this year, my predecessor, Leo Varadkar T.D., having consulted with relevant parties, 
concluded that protecting the title of physical therapist under the Act as a variant of the title 
of physiotherapist would be the best way to eliminate the ongoing risk of title confusion and 
the consequent risks to public safety.  He also decided to allow particular existing users of the 
title of physical therapist, who are not physiotherapists but who hold qualifications of a certain 
standard, to continue to use the title.

New grand-parenting provisions will allow such practitioners to apply, on a once-off basis 
and for a limited period, to register in the physiotherapists register, confining their practise to 
musculoskeletal therapies.
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Preparation of the necessary legislation to give effect to these decisions is now at an ad-
vanced stage.  The legislation will involve the making of regulations under the Health and So-
cial Care Professionals Act 2005 in tandem with the enactment of necessary amendments to that 
Act to allow existing qualified title users to continue to use the title.  It is my intention to seek 
Government approval to include these amendments to the Act in a Health (Miscellaneous Pro-
visions) Bill that is currently being drafted by the Parliamentary Counsel to the Government.

02/11/2016WRM03000Respite Care Services

02/11/2016WRM03100279. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an application 
for respite care by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32543/16]

02/11/2016WRM03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRM03300Services for People with Disabilities

02/11/2016WRM03400280. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if he will provide extra IWA 
hours to a person (details supplied) taking into consideration the person’s medical condition; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32557/16]

02/11/2016WRM03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRM03600National Children’s Hospital Location

02/11/2016WRM03700281. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health the reason St. James’s Hospital 
rather than Connolly Hospital was chosen for the site of the children’s hospital; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [32558/16]



2 November 2016

245

02/11/2016WRM03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government decision that the new chil-
dren’s hospital should be co-located with St James’s on its campus in Dublin 8 was clinically 
led. In 2006, the McKinsey report, Children’s Health First, recommended that the population of 
Ireland and projected demand could support only one world-class tertiary paediatric centre, that 
this should be in Dublin and that it should ideally be co-located with a leading adult academic 
hospital, to ensure relevant sub-specialty and academic linkages.  The McKinsey report recog-
nised the importance for quality of healthcare of having a critical mass of sub-specialist skills 
in a tertiary centre and stated this could be achieved firstly, by serving a large enough popula-
tion to support a full complement of sub-specialists and secondly, by co-locating with an adult 
teaching hospital thus enabling access to specialties that encompass both adult and paediatric 
patients, facilitating clinical and academic “cross fertilisation”, and attracting the top staff.

Reviews since 2006 have reaffirmed the importance of co-location with a major adult aca-
demic teaching hospital. In 2011, the then Minister, Senator Reilly, established an Independent 
Review Group to examine the project at the Mater.  The clinical aspect of this review was car-
ried out by a team of four Chief Executive Officers drawn from the National Association of 
Children’s Hospitals (NACHRI) and the Children’s Hospitals International Executive Forum 
(CHIEF).  Their report stated that “co-locating with tertiary adult and maternity hospitals is 
essential to the development of an excellent paediatric service.  This has become best practice 
internationally and was recognized in the McKinsey report.”

In 2012, following the refusal of planning permission for the project at the Mater campus, 
Minister Reilly established the Dolphin Review Group to advise on next steps.  Their report 
stated that “Having reviewed the reports already prepared and considered their analysis and 
opinions, and having also consulted with a wide range of professionals in the field, we are also 
of the view that co-location is essential and tri-location optimal.  We recommend that the Minis-
ter remains on this path.”  It identified St James’s as the most suitable adult partner for the new 
children’s hospital, from a clinical and research perspective.

The Government decision to co-locate the hospital with St James’s was announced on 6 No-
vember 2012.  In identifying the location, the Government considered the report of the Dolphin 
Group, and detailed supplementary information on cost, time and planning which was subse-
quently sought from those members of the Group with the relevant technical expertise.  The de-
cision was made in the best interests of children, with clinical considerations paramount in the 
decision.  As announced in June 2015, the Coombe Women and Infants University Hospital will 
relocate to the campus in time, achieving tri-location of adult, paediatric and maternity services.  
Tri-location has benefits for children, adolescents, newborns and mothers.  In all cases, the ben-
efits of tri-location are maximised where the adult hospital provides the broadest possible range 
of clinical sub-specialties and expertise, which are readily accessible for paediatric and mater-
nity patients on the shared campus.  Also, tri-location that delivers the most significant breadth 
and depth of clinical and academic research on site will enhance the potential of research to 
drive best clinical outcomes.  St James’s Hospital has the broadest range of national specialties 
of all acute hospitals, as well as a strong and well established research and education infrastruc-
ture, making it the hospital that best meets the criteria to be the adult co-location partner.

A significant upgrade of Connolly Hospital would be required to achieve the same potential 
for quality of clinical outcomes as co-location/tri-location with St James’s.  As set out in the 
Dolphin report, Connolly Hospital would need very substantial investment of human and capi-
tal resources to develop over time into an adult tertiary hospital with critical mass supported 
by leading edge research facilities, additional to the capital cost of developing the children’s 
hospital itself on the campus.
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02/11/2016WRM03900European Health Insurance Card

02/11/2016WRM04000282. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the safeguards in place to avoid 
abuse of the European health card system in accessing medical care here; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [32580/16]

02/11/2016WRM04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under EU Regulations, all persons ordinar-
ily resident in the EU are entitled to apply for a European Health Insurance Card (EHIC).  The 
EHIC certifies that the holder has the right to receive emergency healthcare during a temporary 
stay in any EU country as well as Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Iceland.  This right 
is guaranteed to all persons who are covered by the public healthcare system of these countries. 
The European Health Insurance Card holder has the right to receive necessary treatment in the 
host Member State’s public healthcare system on the same terms and at the same cost as nation-
als of the State concerned.

The management and implementation of the EHIC system is a matter for the Health Service 
Executive (HSE).  The HSE has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy 
as soon as possible.

02/11/2016WRM04200Hospital Appointments Administration

02/11/2016WRM04300283. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when a medical procedure will 
be provided in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; the reason for the delay; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32561/16]

02/11/2016WRM04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

02/11/2016WRM04500Legislative Programme

02/11/2016WRM04600284. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite the legislation 
required for a new transport support scheme as currently the financial supports for provision 
of adapted transport for persons with severe disability is grossly underfunded and is having a 
profound impact on the quality of life of those suffering from disability and also their families; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32528/16]

02/11/2016WRM04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): Conscious of 
the reports of the Ombudsman in 2011 and 2012 regarding the legal status of both the Mobility 
Allowance and Motorised Transport Grant Scheme in the context of the Equal Status Acts, the 
Government decided to close both schemes in February 2013.  The Government is aware of the 
continuing needs of people with a disability who rely on individual payments which support 
choice and independence.  In that regard, monthly payments of €208.50 have continued to be 
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made by the Health Service Executive to 4,700 people who were in receipt of the Mobility Al-
lowance at the time the scheme closed.

The Government decided that the detailed preparatory work required for a new Transport 
Support Scheme and associated statutory provisions should be progressed by the Minister for 
Health.  I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the Programme for Partnership Government 
acknowledges the ongoing drafting of primary legislation for a new Transport Support Scheme.  
I can confirm that work on the policy proposals in this regard is at an advanced stage and I an-
ticipate that this will be brought to Government shortly.

As for supports provided by other Government Departments for transport for people with 
disabilities, the Revenue Commissioners operate a tax relief scheme for the purchase of adapted 
vehicles for drivers and passengers with disabilities.  This scheme, which falls under the remit 
of the Minister for Finance, provides relief from Value Added Tax and Vehicle Registration 
Tax up to a certain limit, on the purchase of an adapted care for the transport of a person with 
specific severe and permanent physical disabilities.  It provides for payment of a fuel grant, an 
exemption from motor tax and an exemption from toll bridge charges.  Further details regarding 
this scheme are available at www.revenue.ie.

02/11/2016WRM04800Primary Medical Certificates Applications

02/11/2016WRM04900285. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if he will investigate the provision 
of a primary medical certificate for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [32529/16]

02/11/2016WRM05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRM05100Hospital Appointments Administration

02/11/2016WRM05200286. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will be assessed for a procedure. [32539/16]

02/11/2016WRM05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
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you directly.

02/11/2016WRM05400Home Help Service Provision

02/11/2016WRM05500287. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if he will provide extra home 
help hours for a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [32540/16]

02/11/2016WRM05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

  Question No. 288 answered with Question No. 278.

02/11/2016WRM05800Hospital Equipment

02/11/2016WRM05900289. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if the X-ray equipment at Mer-
lin Park University Hospital that provided orthodontic diagnostics will be replaced; when it is 
planned to replace it; if his attention has been drawn to the cancellation of orthodontic proce-
dures due to the lack of orthodontic X-rays; the reason orthodontic X-rays carried out by private 
dentists cannot be accepted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32609/16]

02/11/2016WRM06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

02/11/2016WRM06100Hospital Appointments Administration

02/11/2016WRM06200290. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a date for an operation will 
be provided to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [32619/16]

02/11/2016WRM06300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

02/11/2016WRM06400Hospital Appointments Administration

02/11/2016WRM06500291. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the reason an appointment for a 
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person (details supplied) has been cancelled twice; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [32622/16]

02/11/2016WRM06600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

02/11/2016WRM06700Hospital Appointments Administration

02/11/2016WRM06800292. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health when a hospital appointment will 
be provided for a person (details supplied) in County Waterford; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [32599/16]

02/11/2016WRM06900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

02/11/2016WRM07000Home Care Packages Provision

02/11/2016WRM07100293. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when it is expected home 
care support as required will be provided in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [32601/16]

02/11/2016WRM07200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

02/11/2016WRN00150Medical Aids and Appliances Applications

02/11/2016WRN00200294. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hearing aid 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32636/16]

02/11/2016WRN00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRN00350Services for People with Disabilities

02/11/2016WRN00400295. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
laptop for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32605/16]
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02/11/2016WRN00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  

02/11/2016WRN00550Mental Health Services Funding

02/11/2016WRN00600296. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32613/16]

02/11/2016WRN00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The allocation 
for Mental Health in 2017 will be €851.3 million, an increase of €24.7 million, or approxi-
mately 3%, over 2016.  In addition, a further €50 million will be provided for the construction 
of the new national forensic mental health service in Portrane.

I am initiating €35 million in new services in 2017.  Key priorities to be addressed in the 
HSE’s 2017 Service Plan include youth mental health, further improvement to child and adoles-
cent and adult services, older people’s services and further enhanced out of hours response for 
those in need of urgent services.  Recognising the time lag in new staff taking up posts and the 
completion of preparations for the introduction of these services, it is estimated that the revenue 
spend in 2017 associated with this increased allocation will be some €15 million.  There will 
also be a further additional spend of €9.7 million in mental health associated with increased pay 
rates. 

In relation to the section of your question regarding Mental Health Services in Kerry, we are 
referring this to the HSE for direct reply.

02/11/2016WRN00750National Treatment Purchase Fund Eligibility

02/11/2016WRN00800297. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the way a person can access the 
National Treatment Purchase Fund after they have been waiting an extended period of time for 
an appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [32646/16]

02/11/2016WRN00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Treatment Purchase Fund 
(NTPF) previously arranged for the provision of hospital treatment to classes of persons deter-
mined by the Minister.  Since 2011 this function has been suspended.  Currently, in accordance 
with Reg 4(1) of the NTPF Board (Establishment) Order 2004, the NTPF carries out activities 
in respect of data and analytics, audit and quality assurance of waiting lists and pricing under 
the Nursing Home Support Scheme. 

The NTPF supports the management of in-patient, day-case and outpatient waiting lists by 
working with the HSE to assist hospitals in developing local demand and capacity planning 
and providing technical guidance materials to ensure the highest standard of data quality and 
practice.  The expertise amassed by the NTPF in respect of waiting lists has proven invaluable 
in assisting the HSE to administer previous waiting list initiatives.   
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The Programme for Partnership Government emphasises the need for sustained commit-
ment to improving waiting times for patients, with a particular focus on those patients waiting 
longest.  At my request, in August, the HSE developed an action plan to reduce, by year end, 
the number of patients currently waiting 18 months or more for an inpatient/daycase procedure. 

In line with the Government priority, the Budget 2017 provides for the treatment of our 
longest-waiting patients.  Funding of €20m is being allocated to the NTPF, rising to €55m in 
2018.  Planning of this initiative is at an advanced stage by the NTPF, my Department and the 
HSE.  Also within current resources, the NTPF is currently implementing an Endoscopy Initia-
tive which aims to ensure that, by year end, no patient will be waiting 12 months or more for 
an endoscopy procedure. 

Under waiting list initiatives run by the NTPF, it liaises directly with hospitals to identify 
patients to be treated.  The patients are then contacted to arrange the details of treatment.

02/11/2016WRN00950Mental Health Services Provision

02/11/2016WRN01000298. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment with CAMHS; the steps that can be taken to receive an appoint-
ment; the reason an appointment was cancelled; the length of the waiting list; and the place the 
person is on the waiting list.  [32631/16]

02/11/2016WRN01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

02/11/2016WRN01150Mental Health Services Staff

02/11/2016WRN01200299. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (de-
tails supplied) regarding mental health nurses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32581/16]

02/11/2016WRN01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

02/11/2016WRN01350Nursing Homes Support Scheme

02/11/2016WRN01400300. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the pricing controls in 
place for private nursing homes under the fair deal scheme; if all necessary services such as 
chiropody, and so on are included in service provision; if there are extra charges for other ser-
vices and the oversight his Department has in this regard; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [32590/16]

02/11/2016WRN01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Nurs-
ing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS) is a system of financial support for people who require 
long-term nursing home care.  Participants contribute to the cost of their care according to their 
means while the State pays the balance of the cost.

The legislation underpinning the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS) requires each 
private nursing home to negotiate and agree a price for long-term residential care services with 
the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) should they wish to be an approved nursing 
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home for the purposes of the Scheme.  The NTPF has statutory independence in the perfor-
mance of its function, and negotiates with each nursing home on an individual basis.

The NHSS covers the cost of the standard components of long-term residential care which 
are:

- Nursing and personal care appropriate to the level of care needs of the person;

- Bed and board;

- Basic aids and appliances necessary to assist a person with the activities of daily living; 
and

- Laundry service.

A person’s eligibility for other schemes, such as the medical card scheme or the drugs pay-
ment scheme, is unaffected by participation in the NHSS or residence in a nursing home.  Other 
medical or therapy services such as chiropody are not funded by the NHSS.  In determining 
the services covered by the NHSS it was considered very important that the care recipient and 
the taxpayer would be protected and would not end up paying for the same services twice.  For 
this reason, medications and aids that are already prescribed for individuals under an existing 
scheme are not included in the services covered by the NHSS, as this would involved effec-
tively paying twice for the same service.

Although the NHSS covers core living expenses, residents can still incur some costs in a 
nursing home, e.g. social programmes, newspapers or hairdressing.  In recognition of this, any-
one in receipt of financial support under the NHSS retains at least 20% of their income.  The 
minimum amount that is retained is the equivalent of 20% of the State Pension (Non-Contribu-
tory).  An operator should not seek payment from residents for items which are covered by the 
NHSS, the medical card or any other existing scheme.

Part 7 of the Health Act 2007 (Care and Welfare of Residents in Designated Centres for 
Older People) Regulations 2013 stipulates that the registered provider of the nursing home must 
agree a contract in writing with each resident on their admission to the nursing home.  This 
contract must include details of the services to be provided to that resident and the fees to be 
charged.  Residents should never be charged fees which are not set out in the contract.  The De-
partment of Health and the HSE are not a party to such contracts which are concluded between 
each resident and their nursing home.

Registered providers of nursing home care are obliged to provide an accessible and effective 
complaints procedure.  Concerns about additional charges should in the first instance be taken 
up with the nursing home provider.  The Office of the Ombudsman can examine complaints 
about the actions of a range of public bodies and, from 24 August 2015, complaints relating to 
the administrative actions of private nursing homes.  The Office of the Ombudsman normally 
only deals with a complaint once the individual has already gone through the complaints proce-
dure of the private nursing home concerned.  

The Review of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme, published in July 2015, looked at the 
issue of additional costs in private nursing homes and made the following recommendations:

- Nursing homes should have a published fee schedule showing all the costs associated with 
being a  resident.

- Consideration should be given to introducing a new provision under the scheme to prohibit 
the levying of additional charges for any service or facility from which residents can not read-
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ily opt out without penalty while remaining as residents of that facility, or in which they cannot 
participate because of their level of dependency.

- Consideration should be given to including in the price contracts with facilities, details of 
what additional charges are proposed, of the opt-out arrangements that exist for residents and 
confirmation that residents will not be charged for extra services that they cannot participate in 
because of their dependency or lack of capacity.

An Interdepartmental/Agency Working Group has been established to progress the recom-
mendations contained in the Review.  A specific date has not been set for the Group to conclude 
its work, but an initial report on its progress was submitted to the Cabinet Committee on Health 
in September 2016.

02/11/2016WRN01550HIQA Inspections

02/11/2016WRN01600301. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of HIQA 
inspections carried out in private nursing homes in 2013, 2014, 2015 and to date in 2016; the 
number of nursing homes which were required to make improvements and whether these im-
provements have taken place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32591/16]

02/11/2016WRN01700303. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of HIQA 
inspections carried out in public nursing homes in 2013, 2014, 2015 and to date in 2016; the 
number of nursing homes which were required to make improvements; if these improvements 
have taken place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32592/16]

02/11/2016WRN01800304. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the protection that exists 
for persons who are accessing nursing home care via the fair deal scheme when substandard 
care is reported by HIQA; the measures he is taking to address the standards and quality in fair 
deal scheme nursing homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32593/16]

02/11/2016WRN01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 301, 303 and 304 together.

The Health Information and Quality Authority is the independent authority established un-
der the Health Act 2007 to drive continuous improvement and to monitor safety and quality 
in Ireland’s health and personal social care services.  Since 2009 all nursing homes - public, 
voluntary and private have been registered and inspected by HIQA.  

The functions of the Minister for Health in relation to HIQA and the Chief Inspector of So-
cial Services are prescribed in the Act, and in this respect the Chief Inspector is independent in 
the exercise of these functions.

This responsibility is underpinned by a comprehensive framework, including the National 
Quality Standards for Residential Care Settings for Older People and the Health Act, 2007 
(Care and Welfare of Residents in Designated Centres for Older People) Regulations, 2013.  
New National Standards, which were approved earlier this year, are based on the legislation.  
The Standards set out what is expected in terms of the service provided to residents, with a fo-
cus on continuous development of safe and effective care.

It is the responsibility of HIQA to assess whether residential services are providing high 
quality, safe and effective services and supports to residents, and to ensure that any issues or 
deficits are addressed to the satisfaction of the Authority.  HIQA’s programme of both scheduled 
and unannounced inspections helps to ensure that standards are maintained and where issues 
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of non-compliance arise that these are addressed and rectified.  The findings of all monitoring 
inspections are set out under a maximum of 18 outcome statements.  The outcomes inspected 
against are dependent on the purpose of the inspection.  In contrast, thematic inspections focus 
in detail on one or more outcomes.  This focused approach facilitates services to continuously 
improve and achieve improved outcomes for residents of designated centres.

Following an inspection providers are required to complete an action plan, setting out how 
they intend to address any non-compliance found by the inspectors and a timescale for doing so.  
The action plan is appended to the inspection report and both are published on HIQA’s website 
www.hiqa.ie.  If a nursing home is found not to be in compliance with the Regulations it may 
either fail to achieve or lose its registration status.  HIQA also has wide discretion in deciding 
whether to impose conditions of registration on nursing homes.

HIQA publishes an overview report of its regulatory programme and findings in desig-
nated centres for older persons annually.  The latest report covered the period 1 January 2015 
to 31 December 2015.  A total of 411 nursing home inspections were carried out last year in 
343 registered residential centres across the country, with almost half of all inspections being 
unannounced.  The report sets out details of regulatory activity in respect of registration and 
renewals, inspection, other monitoring activities and necessary enforcement actions carried out 
in 2015.  It also provides an analysis of the key areas of good practice and the areas that require 
improvement within the sector.  This report is also available on HIQA’s website.

I have asked HIQA for any additional information that may be available in this context and 
I will write to the Deputy directly with their response within the next 5 working days. 

02/11/2016WRN01950Services for People with Disabilities

02/11/2016WRN02000302. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the allocation of funding 
and personnel made to a centre (details supplied) in respect of adult services in 2014, 2015 and 
to date in 2016; the number of persons it was to fund; the way it proportionately compares to 
other adult services provided at other similar sites nationally in the same years; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [32584/16]

02/11/2016WRN02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the Health Service Executive 
(HSE), I have arranged for the question to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

Questions Nos. 303 and 304 answered with Question No. 301.

02/11/2016WRN02225Medicinal Products Availability

02/11/2016WRN02300305. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the status of the drug Respreeza; 
his views on its use and availability; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [32652/16]

02/11/2016WRN02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 



2 November 2016

255

decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drugs schemes, in 
accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  Prior to decid-
ing whether to reimburse a medicine, the HSE considers a range of statutory criteria, including 
clinical need, cost-effectiveness and the resources available. 

The decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds by the HSE, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharma-
coeconomics (NCPE).  The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) of pharma-
ceutical products for the HSE, and can make recommendations on reimbursement to assist the 
HSE in its decision-making process. 

The NCPE is currently conducting an assessment of Respreeza as maintenance treatment of 
emphysema in adults with documented severe alpha1-proteinase inhibitor deficiency.  Once this 
assessment is completed, a summary report will be published on the NCPE website.  The HSE 
will then consider the NCPE assessment as part of its decision-making process when consider-
ing the drug for reimbursement. 

As the NCPE’s assessment of Respreeza is ongoing, it is not possible to provide further 
details at this time.

02/11/2016WRN02450Hospital Appointments Status

02/11/2016WRN02500306. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the case of a person (details supplied) in County Louth who is waiting for an appointment; and 
the timeframe for this appointment. [32657/16]

02/11/2016WRN02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

02/11/2016WRN02650Hospital Appointments Status

02/11/2016WRN02700307. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the case of a person (details supplied) in County Louth who is awaiting hospital appointments; 
and the timeframe for the receipt of appointment dates. [32659/16]

02/11/2016WRN02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
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warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

02/11/2016WRN02850Hospital Staff Data

02/11/2016WRN02900308. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 458 of 18 October 2016, the position regarding the shortage of anaesthetists in the 
Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital Drogheda and Louth County Hospital since 1 January 2016; 
the impact in terms of possible increased risk of serious medical mistakes during surgery and 
the possibility of delaying vital treatment for patients; the number of operations cancelled as 
a result since January 2016; and the number of posts vacant in the whole country at that time.  
[32656/16]

02/11/2016WRN03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Further clarification has been sought from 
the HSE in relation to the Deputy’s question and on receipt of this further information, the de-
tails will be communicated to the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRN03050Home Help Service Oversight

02/11/2016WRN03100309. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a reply will issue to Par-
liamentary Question No. 1329 of 16 September 2016, in respect of recruitment plans for home 
help in counties Laois and Offaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [32684/16]

02/11/2016WRN03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health service Executive for direct reply.

02/11/2016WRN03250Nursing Home Services

02/11/2016WRN03300310. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a reply will be received 
from the HSE to Parliamentary Question No. 1139 of 16 September 2016; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [32685/16]

02/11/2016WRN03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 309 and 310 together.

I understand a reply issued from the Health Service Executive to the Deputy on 30 Septem-
ber 2016.

02/11/2016WRN03450Services for People with Disabilities

02/11/2016WRN03500311. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the failure of senior officers of the HSE to respond to written communications from Members 
of Dáil Éireann requesting meetings to address the crises in speech and language, occupational 
therapy and clinical psychology services for children with special needs (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [32686/16]

02/11/2016WRN03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 



2 November 2016

257

empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  

02/11/2016WRN03650National Lottery Funding Applications

02/11/2016WRN03700312. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of lottery funding for a 
group (details supplied) in County Westmeath.  [32694/16]

02/11/2016WRN03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department administers a National Lot-
tery Discretionary Fund from which once-off grants are paid to community and voluntary or-
ganisations providing a range of health related services.  Funding in 2016 amounts to €3.286m 
of which € 585,000 has been allocated to date.

The application for funding received from the organisation referred to by the Deputy is 
among a large number of applications currently being assessed by my Department. 

I will decide on the allocation of the remaining funds in the coming weeks.  Once a decision 
has been made, organisations will be notified of the outcome of their application.

02/11/2016WRN03850Health Services Provision

02/11/2016WRN03900313. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health if he will address the ongoing 
need for medical services in south Meath and specifically in Enfield, County Meath, where a 
population of 4,000 persons have no access to medical services of any type; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [32696/16]

02/11/2016WRN04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRN04050Mental Health Services

02/11/2016WRN04100314. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health if due to the transfer of psychi-
atric admission beds from Navan to Drogheda and the resultant burden put on service users and 
their carers, he will redraw the sector line in mental health areas to include south Meath in the 
Mullingar catchment area to allow accessible treatment and admission facilities for persons in 
south Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32698/16]

02/11/2016WRN04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

02/11/2016WRN04250Hospitals Building Programme
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02/11/2016WRN04300315. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when it is proposed to provide 
capital funding for the replacement of St. Anne’s community nursing unit and the district hospi-
tal in Clifden, Connemara, County Galway, with a new 50-bed facility to be built on the site of 
St. Anne’s community nursing home; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32701/16]

02/11/2016WRN04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

02/11/2016WRN04413Disease Management

02/11/2016WRN04500316. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health his plans to commission an 
independent inquiry into Lyme disease to review the evidence of the epidemiology of Lyme 
disease here, particularly at the level of symptoms recognition, diagnostic testing and the treat-
ment of Lyme disease; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [32703/16]

02/11/2016WRN04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Lyme disease is an emerging condition 
which is being increasingly recognised as causing hardship, if the diagnosis is missed.  Over 
the last number of years, there has been a marked increase in awareness of the condition among 
GPs and hospital doctors in Ireland.  Each of the HSE’s hospital Groups have a number of In-
fectious Disease Consultants who are expert in the diagnosis and management of Lyme disease.  
Our laboratories operate to high levels of quality.  Anyone who has been bitten by a tick or has 
other reasons to strongly suspect Lyme disease should discuss their concerns with their GP in 
the first instance. 

Lyme borreliosis was made been statutorily notifiable in Ireland by the Infectious Diseases 
(Amendment Regulations) Regulations 2011 (S.I. no 452 of 2011).  The notifiable entity is 
Lyme neuroborreliosis, the more severe neurological form of Lyme borreliosis.  The Health 
Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) of the HSE collects and collates surveillance data on 
notifiable infectious diseases.  The number of annual neuroborreliosis notifications over the last 
few years is as follows:

- 2012 – 8 cases;

- 2013 – 13 cases;

- 2014 – 18 cases; and

- 2015 – 12 cases.

The Weekly Infectious Disease Report, published by the HPSC on 26 October 2016, indi-
cated that for week 42-2016 (16-10/16-22-10/16) there have been 16 cases notified so far in 
2016 – an increase of 5 on the same period last year.

This gives an annual incidence rate of about 2.7 cases per million population.  The number 
of people affected by milder forms of Lyme disease is not known.  The ratio of neuroborreliosis 
to standard Lyme disease ranges from 5%-20%, so it is quite possible that Ireland could have 
between 100-200 cases of Lyme disease per annum.

HPSC Lyme Borreliosis Sub-Committee

The HPSC is responsible for the surveillance of notifiable infectious diseases such as Lyme 
Disease.  The Scientific Advisory Committee of the HPSC has established a Lyme Borreliosis 
Sub-Committee, the aim of which is to develop strategies to undertake primary prevention in 
order to minimise the harm caused by Lyme Borreliosis in Ireland.  In addition to staff from the 
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HPSC, the membership of the Sub-Committee includes specialists in Public Health Medicine, 
Consultants in Infectious Diseases, Clinical Microbiology, Occupational Health an Entomolo-
gist from the Parks and Wildlife Service, a representative from the Local Government Manage-
ment Agency and an Environmental Health Officer. 

The Terms of Reference of the Sub-Committee are:

- To raise awareness in Ireland of Lyme Borreliosis amongst clinicians and the general pub-
lic;

- To identify and highlight best international practice in raising awareness about Lyme Bor-
reliosis for the general public;

- To develop policies of primary prevention of Lyme Borreliosis in Ireland based on best 
international practice;

- To explore ways in which to improve surveillance of neuroborreliosis in Ireland;

- To develop strategies to raise awareness among the general public particularly in areas of 
higher tick populations; and

- To produce a Final Report covering all the above areas.

The initial work of the Lyme Borreliosis Sub-committee involves a survey of laboratory 
methods for the diagnosis of Lyme borreliosis in Ireland, the development of Lyme borreliosis 
guidance for general practitioners, the publication of medical media articles to highlight di-
agnostics and laboratory methods relating to Lyme borreliosis available in Ireland for general 
practitioners, and ongoing work in drawing together the Final Report of the Sub-committee.  
The Sub-committee includes representation from Tick Talk, an independent Lyme disease sup-
port group set up to encourage awareness, prevention and treatment of the disease in Ireland.

The Sub-Committee first met on 6 May 2015 and it is expected to report in 2017.

Testing for Lyme Disease

Irish microbiology laboratories that test for Lyme disease all comply with internationally 
recognised quality assurance schemes.  There schemes are designed to monitor how the labo-
ratories operate and to ensure that the quality of laboratory reports can be guaranteed.  These 
quality assurance schemes involve the operation of the laboratories being independently moni-
tored and assessed by Irish and international specialist microbiology reviewers to examine the 
laboratories use of accredited examination procedures and methods that will ensure the highest 
achievable quality of all tests performed and thus to ensure that the laboratories operate to a the 
highest possible standards of quality.

No laboratory test will however be 100% accurate 100% of the time, and, occasionally, 
diagnoses can be missed, but the purpose of the quality assurance scheme for laboratories is 
to ensure that the likelihood of a misdiagnosis is minimised.  This will involve minimising the 
number of false positive results (i.e. people being diagnosed as having Lyme disease when they 
in fact do not have the disease) and false negative results (i.e. people being diagnosed as not 
having Lyme disease when they in fact have the disease). 

It is important that patients who are concerned about Lyme disease seek help and a firm di-
agnosis in Ireland.  There have been many instances of patients travelling to other countries to 
undergo extremely expensive testing only to be given an incorrect diagnosis of Lyme disease, 
when they most likely had a completely unrelated condition which could be diagnosed simply 
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and accurately within the Irish health system.  

There is a real danger in looking at Lyme disease in isolation (i.e. looking at only the re-
sults of a Lyme blood test).  When a doctor takes a history and examines a patient, he/she does 
so with an open mind.  He/she is gathering evidence (in terms of the patient’s clinical history, 
physical examination and laboratory tests) to determine which diagnoses are most likely.  It is 
the combination of careful clinical history, examination and appropriate laboratory testing that 
will lead a doctor to making a correct diagnosis.

To ensure that Lyme testing is applied in a valid and accurate, a two stage system is used.  

First stage (EIA Testing): This test detects antibodies to Lyme disease (Lyme antibodies are 
markers that show that a person has been exposed to the bug causing Lyme disease at some stage 
in the past).  However studies that have tested large groups (populations) of people have found 
that anything from 5% to 20% of these groups can have positive Lyme tests.  What this means is 
that a significant minority people have been, at some stage in their lives, exposed to Lyme Bor-
relia.  The initial screening EIAs can be quite inaccurate, giving false-positive reactions (i.e. the 
tests indicate the patient has had Lyme disease when in fact they have not).  Infections such as 
syphilis, certain viral infections including glandular fever and certain inflammatory conditions 
can give positive Lyme disease tests and if these results are not double checked, the patient will 
have been falsely diagnosed as having Lyme disease when they in fact do not have the disease.  
To get around this problem, the second stage of testing – Western Blot – is used.

Second Stage (Western Blot): If a patient’s blood test results come back as being positive (or 
questionable) for Lyme disease, their blood is tested using the Western Blot method.  Using the 
Western Blot greatly increases the specificity of the testing (i.e. the very specific Western Blot 
out-rules false positives and identifies a very high proportion of true Lyme disease cases making 
the two tier system very accurate).

Treatment

Lyme disease can be very successfully treated using common antibiotics.  These antibiot-
ics are effective at clearing the rash and helping to prevent the development of complications.  
Antibiotics are generally given for up to three weeks.  If complications develop, intravenous 
antibiotics may be considered.

In Ireland, treatment by most clinicians is based on that laid out in evidence-based guide-
lines for the management of patients with Lyme disease, human granulocytic anaplasmosis 
(formerly known as human granulocytic ehrlichiosis), and babesiosis published by the Infec-
tious Diseases Society of America (IDSA) in 2006.  This pharmacological regime can be sum-
marised thus:

- Doxycycline, amoxicillin or cefuroxime for the treatment of adults with early localised or 
early disseminated Lyme disease associated with erythema migrans, in the absence of specific 
neurologic manifestations (ceftriaxone in early Lyme disease for adults with acute neurologic 
disease manifested by meningitis or radiculopathy);

- Doxycycline, amoxicillin, or cefuroxime for adults with Lyme arthritis but without clinical 
evidence of neurologic disease; 

- For late neurological disease in adults - intravenous ceftriaxone, cefotaxime or Penicillin 
G.

Prevention
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Prevention is better than cure and there are a number of measures people can take to protect 
themselves from catching this disease.  The best protection is to prevent tick bites, when walk-
ing in grassy, bushy or woodland areas, particularly between May and October:

- Arms and leg should be covered; wearing long trousers tucked into socks or boots, and 
long-sleeved shirts with cuffs fastened is advised.  Shoes or boots should be worn rather than 
open-toed sandals.

- The use of insect repellent on clothes is recommended, or on limbs if it is not practicable 
to cover up. DEET or permethrin (insect repellents) can be used – advice can be obtained from 
pharmacies.

- Skin and clothing should be inspected for ticks every three to four hours and children’s 
skin and clothes checked frequently.

- Ticks should be removed as soon as they are seen attached to the skin.  Further advice on 
tick removal can be obtained from the HPSC website.

- It is not recommended that antibiotics are given to prevent the transmission of Lyme dis-
ease following a tick bite.  Only if the area becomes inflamed may treatment be required; and 
advice should be sought from a doctor.

- People should see their doctor if they develop a rash or become unwell with other symp-
toms, letting the doctor know of exposure to ticks.

Further advice can be obtained from the HPSC website (www.hpsc.ie) and where the leaflet 
“Protecting Yourself Against Tick Bites and Lyme Disease” is available for the public to down-
load.

I hope this reply has comprehensively addressed the Deputy’s concerns.

02/11/2016WRN04650Orthodontic Services

02/11/2016WRN04700317. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health his plans to replace dental 
X-ray facilities at the orthodontic department at Merlin Park hospital, in view of the fact that 
children throughout counties Galway, Mayo and Roscommon have had to wait up to three years 
for an appointment and now find that a safe diagnostic service cannot be provided and also that 
the orthodontic department cannot take on any new patients; when he will replace the equip-
ment that is necessary; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [32706/16]

02/11/2016WRN04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRO00150Orthodontic Services Provision

02/11/2016WRO00200318. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health his plans to outsource 
X-ray facilities which are normally provided at the orthodontic department of Merlin Park Uni-
versity Hospital in order that children who are on long waiting lists can avail of services and in 
order that new patients can avail of services. [32707/16]

02/11/2016WRO00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.
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02/11/2016WRO00350Nursing Home Services

02/11/2016WRO00400319. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the closing of nine beds in the Cottage Hospital in Drogheda, the threat of closure of the Cot-
tage Hospital, and the closure of nine beds in St. Oliver’s in Louth County Hospital, Dundalk; 
and if he will instruct the HSE to implement a fast-tracking process for the approval of the fill-
ing of nursing vacancies at national level similar to the 28 days for approval of vacancies for 
mental health services posts.  [32709/16]

02/11/2016WRO00500320. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that despite local management of the Cottage Hospital in Drogheda submitting a 
business case for the approval of the filling of vacancies for nursing posts at the hospital in April 
2016, that senior management of the HSE at national level only approved the filling of these 
vacancies in late September 2016 after they had closed 18 beds, nine in the Cottage Hospital 
and nine beds in St. Oliver’s in Louth County Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [32710/16]

02/11/2016WRO00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 319 and 320 together.

As this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct 
reply.

02/11/2016WRO00650Nursing Home Accommodation Provision

02/11/2016WRO00700321. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health the progress on the promised 
100-bed unit at St. Mary’s, Dublin Road, Drogheda; the stage at which this new unit is at; and 
when he expects the 100-bed unit to be open.  [32711/16]

02/11/2016WRO00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

02/11/2016WRO00850Medical Card Eligibility

02/11/2016WRO00900322. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the illnesses and disabilities that 
automatically qualify a person for a medical card; the details of the severity and stage of the 
illness when the automatic qualification starts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32714/16]

02/11/2016WRO01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In accordance with the provisions of the 
Health Act 1970 (as amended), eligibility for a medical card is determined by the HSE.  The Act 
obliges the HSE to assess whether a person is unable, without due hardship, to arrange general 
practitioner services for himself or herself and his or her family, having regard to his or her 
overall financial position and reasonable expenditure and every application must be assessed 
on that basis.  Under the legislation, having a particular illness, in itself, does not establish eli-
gibility for a medical card and therefore, the medical conditions of applicants for this scheme 
are not monitored on that basis.  Where the applicant’s income is within the income guidelines, 
a medical card or GP visit card will be awarded.

Every effort is made by the HSE, within the framework of the legislation, to support ap-
plicants in applying for a medical card and, in particular, to take full account of the difficult 
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circumstances in the case of applicants who may be in excess of the income guidelines.  In cer-
tain circumstances, the HSE may exercise discretion and grant a medical card, even though an 
applicant exceeds his or her income threshold, where he or she faces difficult financial circum-
stances, such as extra costs arising from an illness.  Social and medical issues are considered 
when determining whether undue hardship exists for an individual accessing general practitio-
ner or other medical services.  The HSE affords applicants the opportunity to furnish supporting 
information and documentation to fully take account of all the relevant circumstances that may 
benefit them in the assessment, including medical evidence of cost and necessary expenses.

The HSE has a system in place for the provision of medical cards in response to an emer-
gency situation for persons with a serious medical condition in need of urgent or on-going 
medical care that they cannot afford and persons in palliative care, who are terminally ill.  With 
the exception of terminally ill patients, all medical cards, granted on an emergency basis, are 
issued on the basis that the patient is eligible for a medical card on the basis of means or undue 
hardship, and will follow up with a full application within a number of weeks of receiving the 
medical card eligibility.

02/11/2016WRO01050Nursing Homes Support Scheme

02/11/2016WRO01100323. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the changes to the fair deal scheme 
in budget 2017, particularly in respect of asset value of farm land; if any further changes are 
proposed to the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32715/16]

02/11/2016WRO01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme (NHSS) is a system of financial support for those in need of long-term 
nursing home care.  Participants contribute to the cost of their care according to their means 
while the State pays the balance of the cost.  The Scheme aims to ensure that long-term nursing 
home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that people are cared for in the most 
appropriate settings.  A financial assessment is carried out by the HSE to determine how much 
a participant in the Scheme will contribute to the cost of their care.  

Funding of €940 million will be available for the Scheme in 2017.  This is an increase of 
€18.5million on the projected outturn for 2016.  In line with the commitment contained in the 
Programme for a Partnership Government the funding provided will mean that approved ap-
plicants will have access to funding within approximately 4 weeks.  The Scheme will support 
an additional 500 people in 2017 increasing the number supported to just over 23,600 by the 
end of the year. 

When the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS) commenced in 2009, a commitment 
was made that it would be reviewed after three years.  The Report of the Review was published 
in July 2015.  Arising out of the Review, a number of key issues have been identified for more 
detailed consideration across Departments and Agencies, including the treatment of business 
and farm assets for the purposes of the financial assessment element of the Scheme.  In advance 
of the Review, submissions were sought from groups or bodies who wished to make a contribu-
tion, and the Irish Farmers’ Association (IFA) made a submission in this context on which they 
expanded at a subsequent meeting with officials of the Department of Health.

An Interdepartmental/Agency Working Group has been established to progress the recom-
mendations contained in the Review.  This group is chaired by the Department of Health and 
includes representatives from the Department of the Taoiseach, the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform, the HSE, the Revenue Commissioners and, when required, the National 
Treatment Purchase Fund.  I have recently met with the IFA and invited them to present their 
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submission at the next meeting of the Working Group.  The Working Group met on the 11 of 
October and the IFA gave a verbal presentation to the Group.  The issue is currently being con-
sidered. 

The Programme for a Partnership Government has committed to reviewing the NHSS to 
remove any discrimination against small business and family farms. 

02/11/2016WRO01250Ambulance Service Accommodation

02/11/2016WRO01300324. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the amount of money that has been 
allocated under budget 2017 for the commencement of the new ambulance centre in Edenderry, 
County Offaly; the overall amount that has been committed for the project; the timeframe for 
completion of the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32719/16]

02/11/2016WRO01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 

02/11/2016WRO01450Air Ambulance Service

02/11/2016WRO01500325. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health if the review it was 
agreed would be carried out during the negotiations for Government formation with regard to 
the expansion of air ambulance services throughout Ireland has taken place to date; if not, the 
reason therefor; when this review will take place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32724/16]

02/11/2016WRO01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Programme for Partnership Govern-
ment commits to a feasibility study on the extension of the Emergency Aeromedical Support 
Service.  Work in relation to the study is at a preliminary stage and my officials are examining 
ways to bring this project forward.

02/11/2016WRO01650Health Services Provision

02/11/2016WRO01700326. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when he will be issuing a phys-
iotherapy appointment for a person (details supplied) in County Galway in view of the fact that 
this person has been waiting for an appointment for some time now; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [32729/16]

02/11/2016WRO01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRO01850Medicinal Products Licensing

02/11/2016WRO01900327. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health if a drug (details supplied) can 
be legalised here. [32731/16]

02/11/2016WRO02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
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direct reply to the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRO02050Hospital Appointments Status

02/11/2016WRO02100328. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork will be called for surgery. [32742/16]

02/11/2016WRO02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

02/11/2016WRO02250Hospital Appointments Status

02/11/2016WRO02300329. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health the status of a person (details 
supplied) awaiting admission to hospital for surgery.  [32743/16]

02/11/2016WRO02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. 

02/11/2016WRO02450Dental Services Provision

02/11/2016WRO02500330. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if dental work can be carried 
out for a person (details supplied) under their medical card; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [32744/16]



Questions - Written Answers

266

02/11/2016WRO02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRO02650Orthodontic Services Provision

02/11/2016WRO02700331. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health his views on the cancellation 
of orthodontic appointments (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32747/16]

02/11/2016WRO02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRO02850Orthodontic Services Provision

02/11/2016WRO02900332. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when it is expected that a 
person (details supplied) in County Donegal shall receive an appointment for orthodontic treat-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32751/16]

02/11/2016WRO03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRO03050Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

02/11/2016WRO03100333. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health his views on whether it is appropri-
ate that a person (details supplied) has been awaiting a monitor for sleep apnoea since August 
2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32752/16]

02/11/2016WRO03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRO03250National Treatment Purchase Fund

02/11/2016WRO03300334. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of persons treated by 
the national treatment purchase fund, NTPF, that are on a waiting list for treatment from a con-
sultant who also works privately carrying out that treatment for the NTPF (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32753/16]

02/11/2016WRO03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Enquiries have been made in relation to 
the Deputy’s question, and on receipt of further information from the Deputy the enquiry will 
proceed.

02/11/2016WRO03450Services for People with Disabilities

02/11/2016WRO03500335. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if an assistant for ASD 
will be provided for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32760/16]

02/11/2016WRO03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
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ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRO03650Services for People with Disabilities

02/11/2016WRO03700336. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health if he will allocate funding to 
reinstate a project (details supplied); if he will consider providing funding in the future to re-
open the project under SOS in view of the excellent feedback received regarding the benefits of 
the scheme for those with learning disabilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32805/16]

02/11/2016WRO03800337. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health the procedure for accommodat-
ing those who were housed under a project (details supplied) who may have been only one year 
into a two or three-year lease at the time when funding was not forthcoming and the project 
disbanded; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [32806/16]

02/11/2016WRO03900338. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health the process for accommodating 
a person (details supplied) who was actively engaged in a project before it was disbanded; if 
they will be housed by SOS; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32807/16]

02/11/2016WRO04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 336 to 338, inclusive, together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRO04050Vaccination Programme

02/11/2016WRO04100339. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health if he is aware of the 
instruction on a website (details supplied); the way in which the HSE has implemented this in-
struction; and the number of girls in each of the years 2011 to 2015 who where deemed unsuit-
able for the vaccine on the grounds that it was unsafe, with reference to these reactions after the 
HSE forms were completed and returned by the parents to the schools.  [32816/16]

02/11/2016WRO04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have arranged 
for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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02/11/2016WRO04250Hospital Appointments Status

02/11/2016WRO04300340. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32817/16]

02/11/2016WRO04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

02/11/2016WRO04450Health Services Staff Data

02/11/2016WRO04500341. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the number of staff employed 
by the HSE, including section 38 agencies, in certain grades (details supplied) broken down by 
CHO area, hospital groupings and section 38 agencies in tabular form. [32827/16]

02/11/2016WRO04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

02/11/2016WRP00200Hospital Appointments Administration

02/11/2016WRP00300342. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when an operation will be pro-
vided for a person (details supplied) in County Galway; the reason for the delay; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [32832/16]

02/11/2016WRP00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to your further query on this issue, I have asked the HSE to respond to you di-
rectly.

02/11/2016WRP00500Legislative Process RIA

02/11/2016WRP00600343. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if any regulatory impact anal-
ysis has been conducted with respect to the Public Health (Alcohol) Bill 2015, particularly with 
respect to small and medium sized commercial retail enterprises; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [32837/16]

02/11/2016WRP00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 



2 November 2016

269

A Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) was conducted with respect to the Public Health (Al-
cohol) Bill 2015.  The RIA examined a range of options available to reduce alcohol consump-
tion and associated harms including: No Policy Change, Undertake an Awareness/Information 
Campaign, Provide for Self-Regulation/Co-Regulation, Seek Higher Taxes on all alcohol prod-
ucts, Legislate for the implementation of recommendations contained in the National Substance 
Misuse Strategy.  The RIA was published and is available at: http://health.gov.ie/wp-content/
uploads/2015/12/Appendix-IV-Regulatory-Impact-Analysis-RIA-Alcohol.pdf.  

The General Heads of the Public Health (Alcohol) Bill 2015 also underwent pre-legislative 
scrutiny from the Joint Committee on Health and Children following their publication.  This 
process aims to enhance the legislative process by allowing Committees’ to identify and explore 
significant issues at an early stage with the aim of producing better regulations.  The Committee 
held five public sessions and engaged with a wide range of stakeholders to consider the Heads 
of the Bill.  It also received a substantial number of submissions.  Overall, the Committee was 
generally supportive of the proposed measures.

02/11/2016WRP00800Cancer Services Provision

02/11/2016WRP00900344. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 386 of 18 October 2016, if he will clarify that mammography services will only be 
provided at Sligo University Hospital for two weeks during 2017; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [32838/16]

02/11/2016WRP01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A mobile mammography service for breast 
cancer patients who are 5 years post treatment will be located at Sligo University Hospital from 
14 November for a period of approximately one week. 

It is envisaged that this mammography service will also be provided in Sligo twice during 
2017, for a period of up to one week per visit.  This service has adequate capacity to handle the 
approximate 250 patients per year who will be offered appointments.

02/11/2016WRP01100Hospital Services

02/11/2016WRP01200345. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that the retirement of a staff member at a hospital has resulted in the freez-
ing of funding for treatment for a person (details supplied) despite the fact that the person was 
already approved to have the treatment; his plans to restore this funding and, if so, when; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [32839/16]

02/11/2016WRP01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

02/11/2016WRP01400National Lottery Funding Applications

02/11/2016WRP01500346. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health when he will make a decision on 
an application for funding (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32842/16]

02/11/2016WRP01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department administers a National Lot-
tery Discretionary Fund from which once-off grants are paid to community and voluntary or-
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ganisations providing a range of health related services.  Funding in 2016 amounts to €3.286m 
of which €585,000 has been allocated to date.

The application for funding received from the organisation referred to by the Deputy is 
among a large number of applications currently being assessed by my Department. 

I will decide on the allocation of the remaining funds in the coming weeks.  Once a decision 
has been made, organisations will be notified of the outcome of their application.

02/11/2016WRP01700Home Help Service Provision

02/11/2016WRP01800347. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) in County Galway is not being provided with any home help hours in view of the fact that 
the person was in receipt of six hours of home help a week; the reason this has happened; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [32844/16]

02/11/2016WRP01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

02/11/2016WRP02000Orthodontic Services Provision

02/11/2016WRP02100348. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be issued with a date for an orthodontic appointment; the reason for the delay in issuing this 
appointment in view of the fact that this person was due to undergo treatment in October 2016; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32869/16]

02/11/2016WRP02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRP02300Medical Aids and Appliances Applications

02/11/2016WRP02400349. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the status of a prosthetic leg for 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32875/16]

02/11/2016WRP02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRP02600General Practitioner Services

02/11/2016WRP02700350. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of appointing a 
general practitioner (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [32876/16]

02/11/2016WRP02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRP02900Home Care Packages Funding
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02/11/2016WRP03000351. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if he will provide sufficient 
funds to ensure that adequate home care package hours can be provided to persons in need 
of this package; if his attention has been drawn to the severe cutbacks made in the home care 
package hours in the west of Ireland; if his attention has further been drawn to the fact that a 
person (details supplied) is a high dependency case and needs additional hours of home help; 
when this person will be allocated more home help hours in view of the fact that the hours were 
reduced and their medical condition has deteriorated; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [32879/16]

02/11/2016WRP03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

02/11/2016WRP03200Nursing Education

02/11/2016WRP03300352. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will issue a final response to a 
query that was sent to his office in July 2016 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [32883/16]

02/11/2016WRP03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): At the outset, I would like to apologise for 
the delay in replying to your representation.  It was necessary to seek input from the HSE in 
relation to the response.  I have replied to you in relation to your representations.  For your in-
formation, the content of the letter is outlined below with the exception of personal information.  

I have made enquires in the Health Service Executive (HSE) Nursing Midwifery Planning 
and Development Unit (NMPDU) and have been advised that they are not aware of an applica-
tion from the person you are enquiring on behalf of.  The NMPDU are aware that University 
College Cork (UCC) advertised its post graduate programmes for nurses and midwives in early 
January 2016 and had a closing date for receipt of applications on 10th June with programmes 
commencing in September 2016.  A communication from the NMPDU was sent to all services 
on 5th February outlining their funding processes and the NMPDU extended its deadline date 
for receipt of applications for a number of weeks to facilitate services.

All funding applications to the NMPDU must be discussed with and supported by the ap-
plicant’s line manger in order to support service needs.  The NMPDU have advised should the 
person you are enquiring on behalf of wish to apply for funding in the coming year and the ap-
plication is supported by management in CUMH the NMPDU will be happy to consider same.

02/11/2016WRP03500Medicinal Products Availability

02/11/2016WRP03600353. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the status of his work to provide 
new treatments for Dravet syndrome in view of meetings with families affected and their call 
for access to cannabidiol. [32896/16]

02/11/2016WRP03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Cannabidiol (CBD) is derived from can-
nabis.  However, since it does not have psychoactive properties it is not controlled under the 
Misuse of Drugs Acts.  

While I am aware that CBD oil is sometimes marketed as a nutritional or dietary supple-
ment, it should be noted that it is not authorised as a medicinal product in Ireland.  Under Eu-
ropean and Irish legislation, before a medicine can be placed on the Irish market, the manufac-
turer must seek an authorisation from the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) or, in 
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the case of certain medicinal products, the European Medicines Agency.  A determination on an 
application for authorisation of a medicinal product is based on a rigorous scientific assessment 
of the application against the criteria of safety, quality, efficacy, legal and regulatory require-
ments.  I have no role in the process of authorising medicinal products.

To date, the HPRA has not received any applications for authorisation for any cannabis-
based product other than the one authorised in 2014.  If other cannabis-based medications come 
to market, and the marketing authorisation holder seeks to have the product made available 
in Ireland, it is likely that further legislative changes may be required to accommodate such a 
product.

Where a medicinal product is not authorised in Ireland, a licensed wholesaler may import 
it if it has been prescribed by a doctor for a patient under his/her care, on his/her direct respon-
sibility and in order to meet the special needs of a patient.  Therefore, if a CBD oil preparation 
does not contain an ingredient which is a controlled substance, such as THC, it may be fea-
sible to have that product imported and used in Ireland, in accordance with specific conditions, 
should a patient’s doctor be of the opinion that this is an appropriate treatment.

Patients suffering from Dravets syndrome should firstly discuss treatment options with their 
consulting doctor.

The issue of permitting the use of cannabis-based products for medical purposes in Ireland 
is likely to be considered in the context of the new National Drugs Strategy and I understand the 
Oireachtas Health Committee will consider the matter in the coming weeks.

I have met with affected families and am very sympathetic to the situation they are in, and I 
have also discussed this issue with the HPRA.  I look forward to the deliberations of the Health 
Committee, and hope we can proceed on a  cross-party basis to examine this matter on behalf 
of the patients.

02/11/2016WRP03800Hospital Waiting Lists

02/11/2016WRP03900354. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if he will assist in arranging 
an admission date for surgery in respect of a person (details supplied) who urgently needs to be 
admitted to hospital. [32898/16]

02/11/2016WRP04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.
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02/11/2016WRP04100Home Care Packages Data

02/11/2016WRP04200355. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
receipt of home help hours and home care packages in the Dublin Bay North constituency; the 
number on waiting lists, indicating the length of time waiting; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [32901/16]

02/11/2016WRP04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

02/11/2016WRP04400Departmental Legal Costs

02/11/2016WRP04500356. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the amount his Depart-
ment spent on external legal advice in each of the years 2013, 2014 and 2015; the names of each 
of the legal firms that provided advice to his Department in each of those years; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [32907/16]

02/11/2016WRP04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Department is aware of the need to mi-
nimise costs and in general, avails of legal services and advice from the Office of the Attorney 
General and the Office of the Chief State Solicitor.  My Department has a Legal Unit, staffed 
by qualified legal professionals who provide advice on a wide range of international legal is-
sues.  Having such “in-house” legal experts reduces the costs which would be incurred if the 
Department was to engage externally for similar services.  However, occasionally specialised 
legal services are required.

The figures requested by the Deputy are not immediately available and I will revert to the 
Deputy once the Department has collated the required figures.

02/11/2016WRP04700Hospital Appointments Delays

02/11/2016WRP04800357. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an appointment 
for persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32934/16]

02/11/2016WRP04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

02/11/2016WRP05000Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

02/11/2016WRP05100358. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when it is expected that a 
person (details supplied) in County Donegal shall receive an appointment for orthodontic treat-
ment; if consideration will be given to a request to permit this person to access the necessary 
treatment abroad under the cross border directive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32959/16]

02/11/2016WRP05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/11/2016WRP05300Ambulance Service Accommodation
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02/11/2016WRP05400359. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health his plans to update the ambulance 
base in Carlow town; and the changes he will make to the existing base or if he plans to relocate 
the base within the St. Dympna’s complex. [32961/16]

02/11/2016WRP05500368. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health his plans to continue to have an 
ambulance base in Carlow town. [32985/16]

02/11/2016WRP05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 359 and 
368 together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

02/11/2016WRP05700Hospital Waiting Lists

02/11/2016WRP05800360. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the case of a person (details supplied); if he will ensure that there will be no further delay and 
surgery will go ahead as currently scheduled in order that there is no further deterioration in the 
person’s condition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32964/16]

02/11/2016WRP05900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and the 
hospital involved.  I understand that there are capacity challenges at Temple St hospital contrib-
uting to cancellations.  I trust that the hospital will endeavour to avoid further cancellations for 
this patient, however in relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

02/11/2016WRP06000Hospital Services

02/11/2016WRP06100361. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the situation at St. Vincent’s 
Hospital, Dublin, with regard to the transplant of kidneys and pancreas following the retirement 
of a surgeon and the impact it is having on waiting lists; and the status of the staffing of theatre 
nurses. [32968/16]

02/11/2016WRP06200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): An extensive programme of work has been 
undertaken in St Vincent’s University Hospital (SVUH) to enable the transfer of the Pancreatic 
Transplant Programme from Beaumont Hospital following the retirement of a surgeon there.  
This work included:

- the development and implementation of a multi-disciplinary team approach:

- the recruitment of additional personnel including an additional transplant surgeon, an ad-
ditional transplant fellow, two transplant co-ordinators, a clinical nurse manager and a clinical 
facilitator for transplant in theatre;

- engagement with external parties including establishing links with the Royal Infirmary 
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Transplant Centre in Edinburgh;

- nurse education and training.

A delay in progressing nurse training has arisen due to an Industrial Relations issue which 
has been referred to the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC).

02/11/2016WRP06300Medical Card Eligibility

02/11/2016WRP06400362. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the reason an application 
and appeal for a medical card was refused in the case of a person (details supplied); if the ap-
plication will be reviewed as a matter of urgency with particular reference to the medical cir-
cumstances of this case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32975/16]

02/11/2016WRP06500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

02/11/2016WRP06600Nursing Home Services

02/11/2016WRP06700363. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health his views on whether the cost 
of care figures published by the HSE on 5 October 2016, for care in its nursing homes, reflects 
the true costs incurred for providing nursing home care; the additional elements of the cost of 
the State running nursing homes that are not included; if he will provide the figures for these 
other elements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32976/16]

02/11/2016WRP06800364. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health his views on whether it is 
discriminatory practice to pay a national average of 53% to public nursing homes relative to 
private and voluntary nursing homes; the reason for the variances in fees payable for nursing 
home care across the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32977/16]

02/11/2016WRP06900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 363 and 364 together.

The Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS) is a system of financial support for those 
assessed as needing long-term nursing home care.  Participants contribute according to their 
means while the State pays the balance of the cost.  The Scheme aims to ensure that long-term 
nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that people are cared for in the 
most appropriate setting.  A financial assessment is carried out by the HSE to determine how 
much a participant in the Scheme will contribute to the cost of their care.  It is important to 
note that, regardless of the weekly cost of operating a public nursing home, a resident will only 
be asked to contribute what has been ascertained by the financial assessment as their weekly 
contribution under the Scheme.  

The legislation underpinning the Scheme requires each private nursing home to negotiate 
and agree a price for long-term residential care services with the National Treatment Purchase 
Fund (NTPF) should they wish to be an approved nursing home for the purposes of the Scheme.  
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The NTPF has statutory independence in the performance of its function, and negotiates with 
each nursing home on an individual basis.  The Department of Health has no role in such nego-
tiations.  The NTPF may examine the records and accounts of nursing homes as part of the pro-
cess with the objective of setting a fair price which delivers value for money to the individual 
and the State.  In negotiating with nursing homes, the NTPF has regard to:

 - Costs reasonably and prudently incurred by the nursing home and evidence of value for 
money;

 - Price(s) previously charged;

 - Local market price; and

 - Budgetary constraints and the obligation on the State to use available resources in the 
most beneficial, effective and efficient manner to improve, promote and protect the health and 
welfare of the public.

The NHSS covers the cost of the standard components of long-term residential care which 
are:

 - Nursing and personal care appropriate to the level of care needs of the person; 

 - Bed and board;

 - Basic aids and appliances necessary to assist a person with the activities of daily living; 
and

 - Laundry service.

Although the NHSS covers core living expenses, residents can still incur some costs in a 
private or voluntary nursing home, e.g. social programmes, newspapers or hairdressing.  In rec-
ognition of this, anyone in receipt of financial support under the NHSS retains at least 20% of 
their income.  The minimum amount that is retained is the equivalent of 20% of the State Pen-
sion (Non-Contributory).  An operator should not seek payment from residents for items which 
are covered by the NHSS, the medical card or any other existing scheme.  However, it should 
be noted that there are no additional charges for residents in public facilities once their NHSS 
contribution has been assessed.

When the NHSS commenced in 2009, a commitment was made that it would be reviewed 
after three years.  The Report of the Review was published in July 2015.  A number of issues 
have been identified for more detailed consideration, including a review of pricing mechanisms 
by the NTPF, with a view to:

 - Ensuring value for money and economy, with the lowest possible administrative costs for 
clients and the State and administrative burden for providers;

 - Increasing the transparency of the pricing mechanism so that existing and potential inves-
tors can make as informed decisions as possible; and

 - Ensuring that there is adequate residential capacity for those residents with more complex 
needs.

A Steering Committee has been established to oversee the review of the pricing system for 
private long-term residential care facilities.  This Steering Committee is chaired by the NTPF 
and includes representatives from the Department of Health, the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform, and the NTPF, and has commenced its work in this area. 
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The HSE has recently published the cost of care for all public nursing homes.  There are a 
number of reasons why the costs of public facilities are generally higher than those in the pri-
vate sector, including a higher nurse staffing ratio and the impact of public service rates of pay 
and conditions of employment.

The geographical spread of residential placements is also a factor.  In some rural areas long 
stay beds are provided for geographical reasons in smaller centres which would not be profit-
able for a private provider to supply, e.g. Achill Island; Donegal.

It is important that public facilities operate as efficiently and economically as possible, and 
towards that end the HSE is already engaged in a comprehensive exercise to review and stream-
line the operation and cost structures of public facilities.  Differences in the comparative cost 
of public and private long-term residential care will be the subject of a Value for Money and 
Policy Review to be undertaken by the Department of Health in 2017 to assess reasons for and 
components of current cost differentials.

02/11/2016WRP07000Mental Health Services Provision

02/11/2016WRP07100365. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when a bed will be provided for 
a person (details supplied) in the Central Mental Hospital; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [32980/16]

02/11/2016WRP07200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

02/11/2016WRQ00150Ambulance Service Accommodation

02/11/2016WRQ00200366. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the status in relation to the iden-
tification of a suitable short-term base for the ambulance service in Edenderry, County Offaly; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32981/16]

02/11/2016WRQ00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 

02/11/2016WRQ00350Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

02/11/2016WRQ00400367. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that infants 
with hip dysplasia who require a hip spica chair, such as in the case of a person (details sup-
plied), will receive one from the HSE due to the fact that they are not available in any other way 
[32982/16]

02/11/2016WRQ00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 368 answered with Question No. 359.

02/11/2016WRQ00650Ambulance Service

02/11/2016WRQ00700369. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the furthest distance, in terms of 
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kilometres, that an ambulance can cover from its permanent station [32987/16]

02/11/2016WRQ00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 

02/11/2016WRQ00850Ambulance Service Response Times

02/11/2016WRQ00900370. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if there is a process whereby an 
ambulance is called to a location and there is only one ambulance at a station, regardless of the 
distance from the location, if the ambulance will be dispatched to fit the 90 second dispatch 
time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32988/16]

02/11/2016WRQ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 

02/11/2016WRQ01050Ambulance Service Data

02/11/2016WRQ01100371. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the maintenance and fuel bills for 
the fleet of ambulances for the two years previous to the new system being implemented and 
the two years since its implementation [32989/16]

02/11/2016WRQ01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 

02/11/2016WRQ01250Mental Health Services Provision

02/11/2016WRQ01300372. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for public psychi-
atric and psychological services in Arklow; the staffing levels for same; the variety of services 
offered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33047/16]

02/11/2016WRQ01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee) (Deputy Helen 
McEntee): As this is a service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

02/11/2016WRQ01409Animal Identification Schemes

02/11/2016WRQ01500373. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of dog passports that are acquired each year for the transporting of dogs to other juris-
dictions. [32679/16]

02/11/2016WRQ01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under EU 
Regulation 576/2013, pet dogs, cats and ferrets must be accompanied by an identification docu-
ment (mainly in the form of an EU pet passport) issued by a registered private veterinary prac-
titioner (PVP) when moving from one EU Member State to another.

The number of EU pet passports issued in Ireland each year since 2004 is as follows:

Year EU pet passports
2004     689
2005  3,063
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Year EU pet passports
2006  4,540
2007  4,692
2008  4,965
2009  4,734
2010  5,009
2011  5,105
2012  6,075
2013  9,979
2014 14,886
2015 26,685
2016 18,202 (to 28th October).

02/11/2016WRQ01650Beef Industry

02/11/2016WRQ01700374. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the latest information from his Department on the average cost of production, euro per kg of 
beef, for primary producers of beef; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [32513/16]

02/11/2016WRQ01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Food and the Marine does not record the average cost of production in-
curred by primary producers of beef.  There are many types and systems of beef production 
in Ireland currently including but not limited to suckler to steer/heifer systems, suckler to bull 
beef systems, dairy calf to beef systems, all of which have various different systems within each 
system.  Furthermore there are a number of production systems which do not involve bringing 
animals forward for slaughter such as suckler to weanling systems and farmers who market 
store cattle across a range of ages for other producers to finish.

As an example of the range of diversity of the amount of finishing systems in Ireland, 
Teagasc when updating their Beef Systems Blueprints as part of the Beef Roundtable talks 
in 2015, produced Blueprints for 13 different finishing beef systems. In that context it is very 
difficult to calculate an average cost of production that is applicable across beef production in 
Ireland.  There are many factors which impact on the costs incurred by producers depending 
on their system of production e.g. the price of concentrates will impact much more heavily on 
those systems of production which depend more on concentrates in the diets of finishing cattle 
as opposed to those finishing cattle off grass.

Similarly in terms of fixed costs, these can be impacted in many instances by the stage of 
development of a farm with those farms investing heavily in physical infrastructure in the last 
number of years likely to have higher fixed costs than those farms who did not require such 
investment in their facilities. 

Teagasc when developing these Blueprints formulated a very useful cost of production tem-
plate which producers themselves can use to calculate their own costs of production and use to 
determine the profitability of each system of production. In addition Teagasc also publish an 
Annual Review and Outlook for each sector in December with a mid-year update in July.  The 
July 2016 update stated the following in relation to 2016 production costs:

-  The direct costs of beef production are dominated by purchased feed and pasture costs.

-  In 2016 due to normal levels of grass availability, purchased feed volumes are not ex-
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pected to increase.

-  For the year to date energy and fertiliser prices in particular have been lower than in 2015.

-  Feed prices have been largely unchanged compared to 2015, but are forecast to weaken 
somewhat over the remainder of the year due to cereal and oilseed market developments and 
the strength of the dollar. 

A full link to the Teagasc report can be found at https://www.teagasc.ie/publications/2016/
situation-and-outlook-july-2016.php

I am very conscious of the difficulties facing primary producers in the beef sector and my 
Department is taking all the steps it can to secure new market access opportunities for both 
live animals and processed beef. In addition I have also provided increased funding to Teagasc 
in Budget 2017 for its research, education and advisory functions and funding for my Depart-
ment’s Beef Knowledge Transfer programme which is designed to enable farmers to focus on 
best practices and efficiencies within the farm gate. In addition beef farmers also enjoy  a range 
of supports through the Department’s various schemes such as BPS, TAMS, GLAS, ANC and 
of course the BDGP.

02/11/2016WRQ01850Forestry Management

02/11/2016WRQ01900375. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding the replanting of forestry (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [32518/16]

02/11/2016WRQ02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Following 
a complaint, a Department official has visited the site.  The applicant has been notified of the 
required setback distances that must be observed for dwelling houses and has been advised that 
all trees within this specified setback zones should be removed without delay.

02/11/2016WRQ02050Basic Payment Scheme Payments

02/11/2016WRQ02100376. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an application for a farm payment in respect of a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [32578/16]

02/11/2016WRQ02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2016 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme’s application on 
15 May 2016. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full 
and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases remote sensing (i.e. satel-
lite) inspections, be completed before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a remote sensing eligibility inspec-
tion. This inspection has been processed and the person named was notified of the findings on 
25 October 2016.  The notification issued outlines the options available at this stage, namely to 
accept the findings or to submit comments to my Department for consideration. On completion 
of this process, any payments due will issue to the nominated bank account of the person named 
as soon as possible.

02/11/2016WRQ02250Single Payment Scheme Payments
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02/11/2016WRQ02300377. Deputy Michael D’Arcy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Wexford will be paid a 2016 single farm payment; 
if the application is in order; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32560/16]

02/11/2016WRQ02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2016 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme application on 11 
April 2016. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and 
comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases remote sensing (i.e. satellite) 
inspections, be completed before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a remote sensing eligibility inspec-
tion. This inspection has been completed and the results have been finalised.

Payment due under the Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme issued on 20th October 2016. 
Payment due under the Basic Payment Scheme is due to issue this week to the nominated bank 
account of the person named.

02/11/2016WRQ02450Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme

02/11/2016WRQ02500378. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if it is a 
requirement that a cattle slatted house has to have external slurry agitation points should a per-
son wish to apply under the TAMS scheme to provide a calving gate for use in the same slatted 
shed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32549/16]

02/11/2016WRQ02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Applications 
submitted under all of the measures under the Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme 
(TAMS II) must fully comply with the Terms and Conditions of the relevant Measure. The 
relevant condition states that no grant aid will be paid on any investment that shares a common 
airspace with a structure that contains an internal agitation/extraction point. All internal agita-
tion/extraction points must be removed prior to the submission of a payment claim.

02/11/2016WRQ02650Agriculture Schemes

02/11/2016WRQ02700379. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will consider making a grant available to persons on marginal land for a drainage scheme 
to improve grass production and management which would help prevent a fodder crisis in the 
future. [32582/16]

02/11/2016WRQ02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The possi-
bility of including a measure on clearing drains  in the farm safety scheme under TAMS II is 
included in the Programme for Partnership Government. Any such measure would require full 
compliance with environmental requirements including the need for a full national Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Appropriate Assessments for any potentially affected 
Natura Areas.  European Commission approval would therefore be a significant challenge. A 
number of key challenges therefore arise and consideration of these issues is ongoing. A scheme 
for land drainage is not included in the current Rural Development Programme.

02/11/2016WRQ02850GLAS Issues

02/11/2016WRQ02900380. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the grant 
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aid currently available to persons for the purpose of conservation of traditional farm outbuild-
ings, including roof, walls, structural repairs, windows and doors but who currently do not have 
a GLAS contract with his department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32641/16]

02/11/2016WRQ03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): GLAS is a 
voluntary Scheme which is open to all farmers.   One of the associated benefits of having an 
approved GLAS contract is that farmers may apply for the GLAS Traditional Farm Buildings 
Scheme.  This Scheme builds upon the success of the Heritage Buildings Scheme which oper-
ated under REPS 4, a predecessor of GLAS, and seeks to ensure that small traditional farm 
buildings and structures are restored and conserved for renewed practical agricultural use as 
part of the normal working life of the farm.

The conservation and restoration of these buildings and structures also deliver a range of 
other benefits with a strong environmental component.  These include contributions to the pres-
ervation of rural landscapes, to enhancement of biodiversity and to climate change. Linking 
these contributions directly to a wider GLAS commitment was crucial to the successful nego-
tiation of this measure as part of Ireland’s Rural Development Programme. 

While my Department has no similar scheme in respect of traditional farm buildings on 
non-GLAS farms,  I am aware that The Heritage Council operate a broadly-based ‘Heritage 
Management Grant Scheme’ that is open to all, and which may provide some opportunities for 
non-GLAS farmers.  In addition, the Revenue Commissioners, in conjunction with the Depart-
ment of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs, allow tax relief for expenditure on 
works of repair, maintenance or restoration to approved historic properties and gardens, which 
can be a very significant assistance to qualifying farms.

The Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, through the local 
authorities, also provide assistance for appropriate conservation work to eligible structures in 
respect of buildings contained on the Record of Protected Structures and in Architectural Con-
servation Areas.  

Information on all these supports are freely available through the usual channels, including 
the various Government and local authority websites. 

02/11/2016WRQ03050Beef Data and Genomics Programme

02/11/2016WRQ03100381. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a person (details supplied) will be paid under the beef data genomics programme 
2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32627/16]

02/11/2016WRQ03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted an application under the Beef Data Programme on 24 March 2014. 

Payment under the Programme required applicants to submit data for animals born on their 
holding in 2014.  As sufficient data was not recorded the person named was deemed ineligible 
for payment.

Following a successful appeal and further processing, payment will issue to the person 
named shortly.

02/11/2016WRQ03250Beef Data and Genomics Programme
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02/11/2016WRQ03300382. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason a person (details supplied) has not received payment for 2014 under the beef 
data genomics programme 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32626/16]

02/11/2016WRQ03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted an application under the Beef Data Programme on 24 March 2014. 

Payment under the Programme required applicants to submit data for animals born on their 
holding in 2014.  As sufficient data was not recorded the person named was deemed ineligible 
for payment.

Following a successful appeal and further processing, payment in respect of 2014 is now 
due to issue to the person named in the near future.

Payment under the Beef Data and Genomics Programme for 2015 issued to the person 
named on 18 April 2016

02/11/2016WRQ03450Farm Inspections

02/11/2016WRQ03500383. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will review the case of a person (details supplied) with regard to a farm inspection; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [32649/16]

02/11/2016WRQ03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was the subject of an inspection carried out by Kerry County Council in January 2016, 
the results of which were cross-reported to my Department as required under EU Regulations.

The inspection identified non-compliances with the cross compliance requirements under 
the Nitrates Regulations relating to the inadequate collection and management of soiled water.  
This resulted in an overall penalty of 20% being applied against the 2016 Direct Schemes pay-
ments. The person named was notified of this decision on 18 April 2016. 

The person named requested a review of this decision to the District Inspector.  This review 
has been completed and the person named was notified of the outcome, which was to uphold 
the original decision, on 24 October 2016.

In the event that the persons named is dissatisfied with the outcome of this review, the deci-
sion can be appealed to the independent Agriculture Appeals Office, within 3 months. 

02/11/2016WRQ03650Farm Assist Scheme

02/11/2016WRQ03700384. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to utilise existing state aid rules and the temporary concessions allowed to provide lower 
cost financial support to assist farmers through the income crisis of 2016 and beyond; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [32665/16]

02/11/2016WRQ03800386. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if Ire-
land’s €11.1million share of the July 2016 EU aid package for dairy and other livestock farmers 
will be matched with national funding, as the EU allows; the way he plans to utilise the poten-
tial €22.2million to support farmers’ cash flow, under pressure from low produce prices and 
accumulating merchant credit, utility, superlevy and tax bills; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [32663/16]
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02/11/2016WRQ03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 384 and 386 together.

In view of the sustained period of lower commodity prices and the cash flow difficulties this 
has caused for farmers in several sectors, I have committed to working with all the stakeholders 
at National and EU level to address the issues involved and to ensure that we continue to have 
a sustainable and resilient sector. One of my priorities is to support the provision of lower-cost 
flexible finance . Therefore I was pleased to announce on Budget Day, plans for a €150 million 
fund for ‘Agri Cash Flow Support’. 

The provision of €11.1 million in EU funding for milk and other livestock farmers under the 
exceptional adjustment aid package will be supplemented by €14 million in National funding 
from my Department.  The €25 million total will enable the SBCI to leverage a fund of €150 
million, thereby maximising the support for farmers from the available public funding; and will 
provide for loans to be made available to non-livestock sectors, including tillage and horticul-
ture, under de minimis State Aid provisions.

This fund will support highly flexible loans for up to six years, for amounts up to €150,000, 
at an interest rate of 2.95%, which will represent a significant saving to farmers when compared 
with other forms of finance currently available.  The loan fund is part of a “three pillar strategy” 
in response to income volatility that I announced in the recent Budget, along with additional tax 
measures and farm payments.

Further details of the loan fund will be provided shortly but it is expected that it will be op-
erational as soon as possible in 2017.  The Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) will 
make an open call for lending institutions to participate and I have spoken to the main banks to 
encourage them to make this facility available to their customers.  Normal lending assessment 
criteria will apply although the loans will be ‘unsecured’ in nature, thereby facilitating a more 
straightforward application process. 

02/11/2016WRQ03950Aquaculture Licence Applications Data

02/11/2016WRQ04000385. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
details, including the application reference number, the site address and name of applicant, of 
all live applications for aquaculture licences currently being considered in County Donegal, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32658/16]

02/11/2016WRQ04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The specific 
information sought by the Deputy is put in the public domain by my Department as part of the 
Public Notice stage of the licensing process.

The release of this specific information other than in accordance with the legislation govern-
ing aquaculture licensing is currently under examination by my Department to ensure compli-
ance with data protection legislation.

 A substantive response to the Deputy’s question will issue as soon as possible.

  Question No. 386 answered with Question No. 384.

02/11/2016WRQ04250Farm Inspections

02/11/2016WRQ04300387. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
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basic farm payment is being deliberately withheld from farmers that have been randomly se-
lected for satellite inspections; when these inspections are due to take place; when the decision 
to withhold payments on this basis was determined; the number of farmers affected by this 
decision; if he will ensure such inspections are carried out in advance of the date of disburse-
ment of the basic farm payment in future years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32716/16]

02/11/2016WRQ04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): EU regula-
tions governing the administration of the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) and other area-based 
schemes require that full and comprehensive administrative checks, including remote sensing 
(satellite) inspections, are fully completed before any payments are issued.  This is to ensure 
that payments do not issue on ineligible areas/features, that only eligible applicants are paid, 
and to avoid an applicant receving an undue payment that would have to be recovered by my 
Department.

In the case of remote sensing inspections, a comprehensive review of the range of satellite 
imagery received at various stages during the year must be undertaken to ensure that the actual 
claimed area in the application form corresponds to the area farmed by the applicant, that the 
different crop types are as claimed, and that ineligible land or features are not included for 
payment purposes.  The governing regulations further prescribe that where it is not possible to 
make an accurate determination on the eligibility of a parcel or parcels of land by means of an 
assessment of the available imagery, a field visit must be undertaken to verify the position on 
the ground.

Of the 6,500 cases selected for a remote sensing (satellite) inspection across the various 
area-based schemes, payment of the first instalment of the BPS has issued to 3,789 applicants 
to date.  Payments under Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme (ANC) have issued to 2,932 such 
applicants to date. 

Priority is being given to the processing of all outstanding cases subject to a remote sensing 
inspection and cases continue to be finalised to payment stage on a daily basis.  Regular pay-
ment runs are being made for both the BPS and ANC Schemes to ensure prompt payment of 
fully processed cases.  

02/11/2016WRQ04450Farm Inspections

02/11/2016WRQ04500388. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
basic farm payment for a person (details supplied) is being withheld until a satellite inspection 
is carried out; the timeframe for the inspection; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32717/16]

02/11/2016WRQ04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2016 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme’s application on 5 
May 2016. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and 
comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases remote sensing (i.e. satellite) 
inspections, be completed before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a remote sensing eligibility inspec-
tion. This inspection is currently being processed with the intention of issuing any payments 
due as soon as possible. In the event that any queries arise, officials in my Department will be 
in contact with the person named.
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02/11/2016WRQ04650Farm Inspections

02/11/2016WRQ04700389. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers that have been chosen for satellite inspection over each of the past five years, 
including 2016 to date, by county, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [32718/16]

02/11/2016WRQ04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): EU regula-
tions governing the administration of the Basic Payment Scheme and other area-based schemes 
require that full and comprehensive administrative checks, including ground or remote sensing 
(satellite) inspections, are fully completed before any payments are issued.  This is to ensure 
that payments do not issue on ineligible areas/features, that only eligible applicants are paid, 
and to avoid an applicant receiving an undue payment that would have to be recovered by 
my Department.

The regulations prescribe that a minimum of 5% of beneficiaries must be subject to a land 
eligibility inspection and these inspections can be undertaken by means of field visits on the 
ground or by means of remote sensing using up-to-date satellite imagery.  My Department in-
spects in the region of 90% of land eligibility cases by means of remote sensing.

The following table details the number of cases subject to remote sensing inspections for 
each of the years 2012 to 2016 by county:

County 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Carlow 42 143 10 110 219
Cavan 241 447 88 232 299
Clare 176 83 356 148 185
Cork 596 542 587 553 340
Donegal 440 278 484 395 205
Dublin 1 1 54 35 6
Galway 683 379 795 650 496
Kerry 168 498 266 384 244
Kildare 124 161 180 146 67
Kilkenny 227 65 281 193 187
Laois 96 80 182 293 110
Leitrim 399 14 449 329 98
Limerick 193 206 98 277 189
Longford 189 1 222 132 119
Louth 1 39 1 128 118
Mayo 547 620 433 483 878
Meath 138 159 105 50 307
Monaghan 4 85 429 477 239
Offaly 161 219 219 189 199
Roscommon 359 388 196 538 504
Sligo 26 364 402 139 13
Tipperary 316 359 266 296 444
Waterford 67 114 31 145 52
Westmeath 2 299 200 153 254
Wexford 137 113 246 305 215
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County 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Wicklow 173 71 124 31 234

02/11/2016WRR00100Brexit Issues

02/11/2016WRR00200390. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the rea-
son there is no union representation on his Department’s Brexit consultative committee, which 
was formed in the aftermath of the UK referendum result; his plans to add such representation 
to the committee; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32727/16]

02/11/2016WRR00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Consul-
tative Committee on Brexit was convened in the wake of the UK referendum result to ensure 
a full exchange of views between my Department and the range of stakeholders across the 
agrifood and fisheries sectors as the negotiation process unfolds.  This range of stakeholders is 
comprehensive.  It currently facilitates effective input to my Department’s ongoing assessment 
of the likely impacts that Brexit will have on Ireland’s agrifood and fisheries sectors, and will 
play an important role in identifying and pursuing the key priorities for the agrifood and fisher-
ies sectors as the negotiations proceed.

Of course, my Department’s work is just one element of a wider, whole-of-Government 
response which is being coordinated by the Department of the Taoiseach.  As part of this re-
sponse, a consultative group of external shareholders has been established by the Department of 
the Taoiseach, and I understand that trade unions have been invited to participate in this group.

02/11/2016WRR00400Animal Welfare Bodies

02/11/2016WRR00500391. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
weighting in terms of the application assessment process which is accorded to the requirement 
of adhering to Farm Animal Welfare Advisory Council, FAWAC, advice on best practice for 
dealing with unwanted horses regarding funding of animal welfare charities; the meaning in 
the regulations of the term “unwanted”; the flexibility which is available to the animal welfare 
organisations to make their own decisions about otherwise healthy animals that may no lon-
ger fulfil the purpose for which they are bred; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32748/16]

02/11/2016WRR00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Farm 
Animal Welfare Advisory Council (FAWAC), which is representative of various stakeholders 
in the animal welfare area and has been instrumental in promoting animal welfare in a practical 
manner, advocates that, in situations where an owner can no longer adequately provide for or 
where the equine can no longer fulfil the purpose for which it was bred, owners should be pro-
active in seeking to dispose of the animal before its welfare is compromised, including consid-
eration of the option of humane disposal where the horse cannot be sold/transferred to another 
responsible owner.  My Department supports this policy because it should help to prevent the 
emergence of long-term animal welfare problems.

With regard to the funding by my Department of animal welfare organisations under the ex 
gratia scheme, the terms and conditions of the scheme for 2017 reiterate the FAWAC advice, 
which was also included in the 2016 scheme.  Accordingly, welfare organisations are required 
to actively seek to find suitable homes for the animals in their care and have in place a policy 
statement which clearly states the maximum period of time for which they will hold an animal.  
However, the terms and conditions do not require equines that cannot be re-homed to be eu-
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thanised.  While animal welfare organisations may hold animals until end of life, they must state 
the circumstances in which animals are not suitable for re-homing.  This is only one of the many 
conditions of the scheme and organisations which do not comply with this requirement are not 
automatically disqualified from funding under the scheme. Animal welfare bodies should also 
be guided by their private veterinary practitioner advice.  Information to hand in 2016 suggests 
that there are excellent re-homing possibilities for equines in a number of European countries.

02/11/2016WRR00700Brexit Issues

02/11/2016WRR00800392. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of times the consultative committee that was established after the Brexit refer-
endum in June 2016 has met; the number of additional meetings planned for the remainder of 
2016; the number of meetings planned in the first quarter of 2017; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [32756/16]

02/11/2016WRR00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Consulta-
tive Committee of Stakeholders on Brexit was established in the wake of the result of the UK 
Referendum in order to ensure a full exchange of information between my Department and the 
range of agrifood and fisheries stakeholders as the negotiation process unfolds.

The Consultative Committee has met twice since 24 June.  The first meeting was held within 
two weeks of the referendum result, on 7 July, and the second meeting was held on 20 Octo-
ber.  The meetings have been extremely useful and productive, both in terms of keeping stake-
holders informed of developments and in identifying issues that need to be addressed in my 
Department’s contingency planning, which is in turn feeding into the Government’s central 
contingency framework that is being co-ordinated by the Department of the Taoiseach.  Further 
meetings of the Consultative Committee will be arranged as necessary.

It should be noted that the consultative committee is not the only forum for consultation 
with stakeholders on Brexit.  The Foodwise High Level Committee discusses the issues relat-
ing to Brexit as a standing item on the committee’s agenda and my officials are also in regular 
contact with representatives from the sector through other channels.

02/11/2016WRR01000Commonage Land Use

02/11/2016WRR01100393. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his attention has been drawn to the ongoing issue of commonages claims throughout County 
Tipperary due to a lack of a chairperson for the commonage implementation committee; when 
the appointment of a replacement chairperson for this committee will be envisaged; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [32862/16]

02/11/2016WRR01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am aware 
of issues which have arisen on a small number of commonages in County Tipperary that have 
been referred to the Commonage Implementation Committee.  Proposals for the appointment of 
a new independent chairperson have been submitted to the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform and I expect to appoint a new chairperson shortly.

02/11/2016WRR01300Forestry Premium Payments

02/11/2016WRR01400394. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the status 
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of an application for a forestry payment by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [32871/16]

02/11/2016WRR01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There are no 
outstanding payments currently due to the applicant under this Afforestation contract.  The next 
payment on the contract is the 2017 annual premium.  An overpayment notified on the contract 
was the subject of an appeal to the Agriculture Appeals Office and an oral hearing on the mat-
ter took place on 30 September 2016.  The Agriculture Appeals Office will contact the person 
named as soon as the mater is decided.

02/11/2016WRR01600Departmental Legal Costs

02/11/2016WRR01700395. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the amount that his Department spent on external legal advice in each of the years 2013, 
2014 and 2015; the names of each of the legal firms that provided advice to his Department in 
each of those years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32915/16]

02/11/2016WRR01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment generally avails of the legal services of the Chief State Solicitor’s Office.  However, oc-
casionally it engages private Solicitor Firms and Junior and Senior Counsel for external legal 
advice.  Details of such engagements are provided in the following table:

Year 2013 Name of Firm Total Amount paid.
Philip Lee Solicitors
PP Ryan & Co. Solicitors

Advice provided in 2012 Deirdre O Callaghan (BL)
Advice provided in 2012 Dan Boland

€108,420

Year: 2014 Name of Firm Total Amount paid.
Philip Lee Solicitors
PP Ryan & Co. Solicitor
Deirdre O Callaghan
Joseph P. Gordon & Co. 
Solicitors

Advice provided in 2013 Catherine Murphy & Co. 
Solicitors

€146,470

Year: 2015 Name of Firm Total Amount paid.
PP Ryan & Co. Solicitors
Maurice E Veale & Co.

€23,807

02/11/2016WRR01900Forestry Management

02/11/2016WRR02000396. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 771 of 27 September 2016, the status of an application by a person 
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(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32923/16]

02/11/2016WRR02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Depart-
ment received an application from Mr. Maguire on 25 August 2015.  On 21 December 2015 a 
refusal letter issued to the applicant stating that the land is not suitable because it is not capable 
of producing a commercial broadleaf crop and therefore the application is outside the scope of 
the Scheme.

This site was deemed not suitable for the planting of trees under the Native Woodland 
Scheme because of poor fertility, poor drainage and its altitude.

On 29 April 2016, the applicant lodged an appeal.  The appeal was referred to the Forestry 
Appeals Committee and an appeal decision letter issued to the Applicant on 20 July 2016.

The Appeals Committee has examined the appeal and decided that it was unsuccessful.  
The site proposed for afforestation must be capable of growing a vigorous crop of broadleaves 
throughout the rotation.  The committee found that the site is not suitable for growing broad-
leaves due to fertility and requirement for repeated applications of fertiliser, including drainage.  
The site was deemed more suited to growing conifers and the committee found that a revised 
application can be considered if water sampling is carried out in accordance with the Acid Sen-
sitive Protocol as described in the Forestry Schemes Manual Appendix 11.

As the site is acid sensitive, the applicant has been advised (by phone) to discuss any further 
applications with the local District Inspector.

02/11/2016WRR02200Environmental Impact Statements

02/11/2016WRR02300397. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of occasions on which an applicant was not required to submit an environmental impact 
statement to accompany an application for an aquaculture licence, pursuant to and since the 
introduction of the aquaculture (licence application) regulations 1998, by year, in tabular form; 
if the application relates to marine-based aquaculture activities or land-based activities on each 
such occasion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32932/16]

02/11/2016WRR02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Applications 
for aquaculture licences are considered by my Department in accordance with the provisions of 
the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act, the 1933 Foreshore Act where appropriate and applicable 
EU legislation.

Under the provisions of the legislation an Environmental Impact Statement is mandatory in 
the case of licence applications for the cultivation of finfish in the marine environment (other 
than trail licences for research purposes).  In all other cases, including licence applications for 
the cultivation of shellfish and seaweed the requirement to provide an Environmental Impact 
Statement is determined on a case by case basis and by reference to all relevant legislation and 
assessment criteria set out therein.

The specific information requested by the Deputy will require an extensive examination 
of my Department’s records and I can confirm that the information will be forwarded to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.

02/11/2016WRR02500GLAS Payments
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02/11/2016WRR02600398. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 803 of 27 September 2016, when payment will issue to a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32948/16]

02/11/2016WRR02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): During the 
GLAS pre-payment validation checks on the application of the person named in respect of the 
2015 scheme year a number of issues were identified including an outstanding BPS ground in-
spection and the outstanding digitisation of a parcel.  My officials are currently reviewing these 
issues and once resolved the GLAS application of the person named will be further processed 
in respect of the 2015 part year payment.

02/11/2016WRR02800Basic Payment Scheme Payments

02/11/2016WRR02900399. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason for the delay in issuing a basic farm payment in respect of a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32952/16]

02/11/2016WRR03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was a successful applicant under the ‘young farmer’ category of the 2015 National 
Reserve and the Young Farmers Scheme as she met all of the qualifying criteria including the 
requirement to have commenced her agricultural education course at FETAC Level 6 or equiva-
lent before end-2015.

In order to provide for payment under the Basic Payment Scheme and Young Farmers 
Scheme for 2016, my Department is obliged to ensure that the successful 2015 young farmer is 
progressing as expected through their agricultural education course.  In this regard, on 27 Oc-
tober 2016 the person named submitted confirmation to my Department from her agricultural 
education course provider that she is successfully progressing through her course.  Following 
receipt of this confirmation, payment under the Basic Payment Scheme will issue to the person 
named in the coming days.

02/11/2016WRR03100GLAS Payments

02/11/2016WRR03200400. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
there will be a GLAS 4 round for those farmers currently in the AEOS 3 scheme whose con-
tracts end at the end of 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32978/16]

02/11/2016WRR03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The third 
tranche of GLAS will be launched shortly with a view to bringing participation in the Scheme to 
at least 50,000 farmers and to utilise the full budget allocated to GLAS.  Until the third tranche 
is completed it is therefore not possible to consider the issue of any potential fourth tranche.

02/11/2016WRR03400TAMS Eligibility

02/11/2016WRR03500401. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a per-
son (details supplied) will qualify for 60% on TAMS II; when a decision will be made on this; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33024/16]

02/11/2016WRR03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): One of the 
eligibility criteria to qualify for the higher 60% grant rate under the Young Farmer Capital In-
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vestment Scheme in TAMS II is that an applicant must meet the requirements of set-up for the 
first time within five years of the date of receipt of the grant application under this scheme.  The 
definition of Young Farmer is set out in the EU Regulations governing the TAMS II Scheme.

Department records indicate that the person named was set up in May 2010 which means 
that the person is not set up within five years of the date of application and does not therefore 
qualify as a young farmer under the Terms and Conditions of the Scheme.

The person named is, however, eligible to apply for a 40% grant rate under the TAMS II 
measures.

02/11/2016WRR03700Greyhound Industry

02/11/2016WRR03800402. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of persons employed in the greyhound industry here as the last specific figures were 
attained some five years ago from the Indecon report; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33027/16]

02/11/2016WRR03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The figures 
currently available from Bord na gCon (BnG) are based on a report by Jim Power Economic 
Consultants entitled ‘The Economic & Financial Significance of the Irish Greyhound Industry’ 
commissioned by BnG and published in April 2011.  These are the most up to date figures avail-
able to me.  That report indicates that more than 10,000 people are employed directly and indi-
rectly in the greyhound sector and that the wage bill generated by that employment is estimated 
at approximately €207m per annum.

While the compilation of this data was a major undertaking I am aware that the Joint 
Oireachtas Committee for Agriculture, Food and the Marine has recommended that the exer-
cise be revisited.

I think that this would be useful and I intend arranging a further study of the economic con-
tribution of the industry in due course.

02/11/2016WRR04000Bord na gCon Administration

02/11/2016WRR04100403. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he will take to instruct Bord na gCon to appoint only independent members to the control 
committees operated within the board; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33028/16]

02/11/2016WRR04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
(BnG) is a commercial State body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, charged 
with the regulation and development of the greyhound racing industry.

The Control Committee and Control Appeal Committee are statutory committees, appointed 
by Bord na gCon, under the Greyhound Industry (Control Committee and Control Appeal Com-
mittee) Regulations 2007, S.I. 301 of 2007 and are key to the integrity and regulation of the 
greyhound racing industry.  Each committee serves as an Independent adjudicating body.

Under Section 5 of the Greyhound Industry (Control Committee and Control Appeal Com-
mittee) Regulations 2007, the following provisions regarding membership shall apply to the 
Control Committee:
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(i) The Control Committee consists of five members who shall be appointed by the Board 
of BnG.

(ii) No member of the Control Committee shall be a member of the Board, an officer or em-
ployee of the Board or a person holding permit from the Board to perform specified functions 
at a racetrack.

(iii) At least one practising solicitor or practising barrister and at least one veterinarian shall 
be appointed to the Control Committee from time to time.

(iv) A member of the Control Committee may at any time resign his membership by letter 
addressed to the Board, and the resignation shall take effect on the date of receipt of the letter.

(v) The term of office of members of the Control Committee shall be three years but retiring 
members shall be eligible for reappointment.

(vi) A member of the Control Committee shall, unless he sooner dies, retires or otherwise 
ceases to be a member, hold office as such member until the expiration of his or her term of 
office.

The Indecon Report recommends  that the Minister should appoint the members of the 
Greyhound Racing Control Committee and Control Appeal Committee.  My Department is at 
present preparing the heads of a Bill to respond to some of the recommendations of Indecon.  
These will include changes in relation to the operation of the Greyhound Racing Control Com-
mittee and Control Appeal Committee.

02/11/2016WRR04300Greyhound Industry

02/11/2016WRR04400404. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
frequency with which the board of directors of each greyhound track under the IGB meets; the 
dates of the meetings of each board held over the past 12 months; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33029/16]

02/11/2016WRR04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial State body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, chiefly to 
control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.

The details requested by the Deputy are an operational matter for Bord na gCon.

In line with new Dáil procedures, this information can be requested directly from Bord 
na gCon using the dedicated email address: oireachtasqueries@igb.ie.  The Deputy’s question 
has already been passed on by my Department via this mechanism.  Bord na gCon will revert 
directly.

02/11/2016WRR04600Bord na gCon Administration

02/11/2016WRR04700405. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason the accounts for Bord na gCon for 2015 have not been published to date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33030/16]

02/11/2016WRR04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial State body, established in 1958, under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, 
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chiefly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.

Bord na gCon have informed me that they are in the process of finalising their Annual Report 
with the C and AG and anticipate that this report will be forwarded to my Department shortly.

02/11/2016WRR04900Bord na gCon Staff

02/11/2016WRR05000406. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason staff members of Bord na gCon are being placed on boards across the country; if he will 
specify which boards have adopted the policy of replacing outgoing board members with staff; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33031/16]

02/11/2016WRR05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial State body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, charged with 
the regulation and development of the greyhound racing industry.

The matter referred to by the Deputy is an operational matter for Bord na gCon.

In line with new Dáil procedures, this information can be requested directly from Bord na 
gCon using the dedicated email address: oireachtasqueries@igb.ie.  The Deputy’s question 
has already been passed on by my Department via this mechanism.  Bord na gCon will revert 
directly.

02/11/2016WRR05200Recycling Policy

02/11/2016WRR05300407. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if his attention has been drawn to the fact that there is a limited number of public 
recycling facilities for plastics at recycling points located throughout County Donegal; the mea-
sures being taken to increase the prevalence of such facilities; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [32533/16]

02/11/2016WRR05400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): As the waste industry began releasing, in June 2016, its proposed prices under 
the introduction of a mandatory pay-by-weight charging structure, the Government relayed its 
concern to the industry regarding the reported escalation of waste bills for customers of certain 
companies.  On foot of this, my Department engaged with representatives of the waste industry 
to agree a way forward that results in customers paying no more for the same level of service 
than they were paying in June 2016, for waste collection over the 12 months to 1 July 2017.

Regulations were signed on 30 June, 2016 to remove the requirement for mandatory pay-
by-weight charging for household waste collection.  However, it is still open to a company to 
charge on a pay-by-weight basis.  If they are charging the same fee for the same level of service, 
then this does not run contrary to the agreement.  Indeed, many companies already had a pay-
by-weight element to their charging structure before the agreement was reached and many of 
their customers had opted for this approach.  The Irish waste industry were directly involved in 
the discussions which led to the agreement.  Any concerns or evidence of a company breaking 
the agreement can be brought to my attention or to the attention of my Department officials.  
Queries on this issue or on any matter which is waste related may be directed to the following 
email address: wastecomments@dccae.gov.ie

My Department, in consultation with the Regional Waste Management Planning Offices, 
had designed a public awareness campaign to coincide with the introduction of a mandatory 
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pay-by-weight charging structure.  However, with the removal of mandatory pay-by-weight 
charging, this campaign was withdrawn.  As previously announced, a review of pay-by-weight 
is to take place prior to the end of the agreement in July 2017.  Depending on the outcome of 
this review, a new publicity campaign will be rolled out as appropriate, which will highlight 
the importance of waste segregation and reduction in light of our need to reduce our reliance 
on landfill.

02/11/2016WRR05500Recreational Angling Sector

02/11/2016WRR05600408. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of derelict fishing rights transferred from the former Land Commission 
to Inland Fisheries Ireland at a location (details supplied) under the Irish Land Commission 
(Dissolution) Act; if these fishing rights remain with him for his disposal; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [32575/16]

02/11/2016WRR05700Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment (Deputy Seán Kyne): When the Land Commission was dissolved under the Irish 
Land Commission (Dissolution) Act 1992 all remaining fishing rights and fisheries reserved 
to the Land Commission were transferred to the Central Fisheries Board.  In 2010 the Central 
Fisheries Board and eight regional fisheries boards were amalgamated to form Inland Fisheries 
Ireland (IFI).

I have been informed by IFI that in the case referred to by the Deputy the details are quite 
complex and without some considerable additional research into title it is not possible to state 
categorically what the position is in relation to all the river bank in the section referred to in 
the question.  However, IFI will work with the club concerned to try to reach a resolution that 
will ensure that the angling club can continue to develop and maintain the fisheries in question 
while ensuring the State’s assets are properly protected into the future.  I believe some discus-
sions have already taken place in this regard.

02/11/2016WRR05800Salmon Hardship Scheme

02/11/2016WRR05900409. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to reopen the hardship scheme in view of recorded salmon and eel stock 
levels; his plans to investigate avenues of support to help young salmon and eel fishermen af-
fected by the closures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32813/16]

02/11/2016WRR06000Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment (Deputy Seán Kyne): The Salmon Hardship Scheme was introduced following a 
Government decision in 2006 to permanently cease, for conservation reasons, the commercial 
salmon mixed stock fishery.  Under the scheme, hardship payments were paid to fishermen ac-
tive in the commercial salmon fishery who availed of the opportunity to cease fishing.  They 
also undertook not to seek a licence in the future.

In excess of €25 million was allocated to the scheme to facilitate payments to fishermen, 
with a further €5 million provided for community development projects.  The scheme closed 
for applications on 31 December 2007 and ceased in 2008.  I understand that all funds were 
expended and there are currently no plans to revisit such a scheme.

Ireland’s Eel Management Plan (EMP) under EU Regulation 1100/2007, which included a 
closure of commercial fishing for an initial three year period, was approved by the European 



Questions - Written Answers

296

Commission in 2009.  In accordance with the EU Regulation, all Member States’ EMPs are 
required to be reviewed every three years.  Ireland’s EMP and its conservation measures were 
reviewed in 2012 and again in 2015.  In both instances, the review involved an examination of 
the latest scientific data and the conservation measures, the results of which were provided to 
stakeholders in a comprehensive public consultation process.

Based on management advice from Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI), and having considered all 
aspects of the 2015 review reports, the existing conservation measures in Ireland’s EMP will re-
main in place up to mid-2018 at which time a further review is required.  IFI has received fund-
ing for a new collaborative research initiative, involving IFI scientists and a number of former 
eel fishermen, to further develop national knowledge of the species and its medium to longer 
term potential for recovery.  This scientific fishery commenced this year and is expected to con-
tinue for three years to increase data and knowledge ahead of further review of eel management 
measures in 2018.

The latest advice from the International Council for the Exploration of the Seas for 2016, 
which was published in October 2015, is that “the status of eel remains critical and that all an-
thropogenic mortality (e.g. recreational and commercial fishing, hydropower, pumping stations, 
and pollution) affecting production and escapement of silver eels should be reduced to – or kept 
as close to – zero as possible”.  There is no change in the International scientific perception of 
the status of the stock as being critically endangered.

02/11/2016WRR06100Trading Online Voucher Scheme

02/11/2016WRR06200410. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of trading online vouchers awarded in each county from 2014 to 2016 
to date; and the amount that was awarded in each instance. [32835/16]

02/11/2016WRR06300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): My Department’s Trading Online Voucher Scheme offers a financial incentive of 
up to €2,500 (subject to match funding), along with training, mentoring and networking sup-
port, to help small and micro enterprises to trade online.

The Scheme is administered by the national network of 31 Local Enterprise Offices, and 
since its launch in July 2014, some 2,600 applicants have been approved for a voucher.  Of 
these, some 1,500 business-owners have drawn down their grant assistance, having success-
fully completed their projects to trade online, with the average payment amounting to approxi-
mately €1,800.  In addition, over 5,600 business owners have benefitted from expert advice 
and peer-to-peer support through participation in one of the 270 or so information seminars 
delivered by the Local Enterprise Offices under the Scheme.

The Scheme is helping to revitalise small businesses, including sole traders, from across a 
wide range of sectors including retail, arts, crafts and design, manufacturing, food, and profes-
sional services.  The roll-out of vouchers continues nationwide, and I have allocated €3m in 
funding for the Scheme in 2017.

The detailed information requested by the Deputy is being compiled and will be forwarded 
to the Deputy as soon as possible.

02/11/2016WRR06400Climate Change Policy



2 November 2016

297

02/11/2016WRR06500411. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [32611/16]

02/11/2016WRR06600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The 2014 National Policy Position on Climate Action and Low Carbon Develop-
ment, which is underpinned by the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015, 
provides a high-level policy direction for the adoption and implementation by Government of 
plans to enable the State to move to a low-carbon economy by 2050.  Latest Green House Gas 
emission projections by the Environmental Protection Agency indicate that emissions by 2020 
could be in the range of 6-11% below 2005 levels, thereby falling short of the EU target that 
emissions should be 20% below their value in 2005.  The focus of the first National Mitigation 
Plan will include putting in place the necessary measures to address the challenge to 2020.  I 
intend to make a draft National Mitigation Plan available for public consultation by the end of 
the year.

The Energy White Paper sets out a vision and a framework to guide Irish energy policy up 
to 2030 including a range of actions to support the indigenous energy sector.  The potential of 
the bioenergy sector to make a significant contribution to a wide range of Government policy 
objectives, including energy and waste policy, is well recognised.  My Department is in the 
process of finalising a bioenergy plan to capture this potential through the development and 
introduction of measures to encourage the growth of Ireland’s biomass and bioenergy sectors.  
The draft bioenergy plan is currently undergoing a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 
which will include a public consultation to take place before the end of the year.  This will be 
advertised on my Department’s website at www.dccae.gov.ie.

In 2015, 9.1% of Ireland’s overall energy requirements were met from renewable sources 
and the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland has estimated that this avoided €286 million of 
fossil fuel imports.

The clear focus of my Department is on implementing the range of actions set out in the 
Energy White Paper and Programme for Government that are aimed at meeting our energy and 
climate change targets.  Nevertheless, meeting our 2020 targets remains very challenging.

While I have no function in regard to the carbon tax or taxation policy generally which is a 
matter for my colleague the Minister for Finance, I understand that the reliefs referred to were 
introduced with the aim of correcting an anomaly in the carbon tax regime whereby the non-
fossil solid fuel (i.e. biomass) element of a biomass blended solid fuel is currently subject to 
carbon tax.

02/11/2016WRR06700National Broadband Plan Implementation

02/11/2016WRR06800412. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the status of the national broadband plan, with reference to the Foynes area, County 
Limerick, and with particular reference to Marine Cove Estate, Foynes, County Limerick; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [32670/16]

02/11/2016WRR06900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed services to every 
city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland.  The Programme for Government com-
mits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved through private 
investment by commercial telecommunications companies and through a State intervention in 
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areas where commercial investment has not been fully demonstrated.  The formal procurement 
process for the State Intervention commenced in December 2015.

The High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie, shows the 
extent of the State Intervention area:

-  The areas marked BLUE represent those areas where commercial providers are either cur-
rently delivering or have previously indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services.

-  The areas marked AMBER on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the target areas 
for the State Intervention which are the subject of the current procurement process.

Marine Cove in the townland of Ballynacragga North is within the BLUE area and therefore 
is expected to be covered by commercial operators.  Members of the public can view whether 
their premises in County Limerick are in the BLUE or AMBER area by accessing the High 
Speed Broadband Map and entering their Eircode.

While I cannot compel any operator to provide services to a particular premises, my Depart-
ment continues to actively monitor the deployment plans in the BLUE area and direct feedback 
from consumers is important.  In this regard, if customers in the Marine Cove area cannot ac-
cess high speed broadband services, I would encourage them to contact my Department directly 
at broadband@dcenr.gov.ie, quoting their address and Eircode, and giving details of providers 
they have contacted with a view to obtaining services so that my Department may investigate 
further.

The Department is now in a formal procurement process to select a company or companies 
who will roll-out a new high speed broadband network in the State Intervention Area compris-
ing over 750,000 premises in Ireland including over 33,000 premises in County Limerick, cov-
ering 100,000 km of road network and 96% of the land area of Ireland.  Since bidders were in-
vited to participate in dialogue with the Department, there have been approximately 150 hours 
of meetings, with considerable more interaction to follow over the coming months.

Earlier this year, before I came into office, the Department announced that it would be June 
2017 before contract(s) were awarded under the NBP.  The bidders in the process have recently 
indicated that they may need more time to conclude the procurement process.  The timing of 
each stage of the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors including the 
complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team, and bidders, during the pro-
curement process.  Bidders need adequate time to prepare detailed proposals and their final 
formal bids and get the relevant shareholder and funding approvals at key stages of the process.  
It is also important to ensure that risks in this multi-million euro procurement are carefully 
managed.  I do not propose to comment any further at this juncture, given that discussions are 
ongoing in the procurement process.  I can assure the Deputy, however, that the procurement 
process is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers a future-proofed net-
work that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years.  The Government 
considers the NBP to be one of the most significant investments in rural Ireland for decades, and 
one which will transform society, akin to rural electrification in the last century.

During the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, telecommunications 
service providers indicated that it could take 3-5 years to roll out a network of the scale envis-
aged under the NBP.  It is however open to bidder(s) to suggest more aggressive timescales as 
part of their bids.

As part of the competitive process, the Department will engage with winning bidder(s) on 
the best roll-out strategy, in order to target areas of particularly poor service, business needs and 



2 November 2016

299

/ or high demand.  This will need to be balanced with the most efficient network roll-out plan.  A 
prioritisation programme will be put in place in this regard, in consultation with the Minister for 
Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.  A detailed roll-out plan for the network 
will be published once contract(s) are in place.

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the roll-out of the 
network once a contract is awarded.  In this regard, Minister Humphreys is leading on the es-
tablishment of two regional action groups, working with Local Authorities, Local Enterprise 
Offices and other relevant agencies to help accelerate the broadband network build in rural 
Ireland, once a contract(s) has been awarded.

02/11/2016WRR07000Media Pluralism

02/11/2016WRR07100413. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the steps he has taken to address the concerns raised by the recent Centre 
for Media Pluralism and Media Freedom report on media ownership here; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [32691/16]

02/11/2016WRR07200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Competition and Consumer Protection Act 2014 gives the Minister for Com-
munications, Climate Action and Environment the responsibility for assessing proposed media 
mergers, and empowers the Minister to prevent any merger that is deemed likely to be contrary 
to the public interest in maintaining the plurality of media in the State.  There is no retrospective 
element to this legislation.

While the report referenced in the question puts forward the view that retrospective provi-
sion should be inserted in the 2014 Act, attempting to intervene in the operation of a media busi-
ness when no merger is planned would be difficult and, given that the purpose of the legislation 
is to safeguard media pluralism, is also likely to be counter-productive.

Applying a retrospective element to the legislation could, effectively, mean empowering a 
Government Minister to determine the fate of any media organisation at any given time.  This 
would raise a number of difficult questions about preserving the freedom and independence of 
the press, even before one considers the legal and constitutional complexities associated with 
retrospective action of this kind.

An important part of the current regime is the requirement on the Broadcasting Authority of 
Ireland (BAI) to prepare, every three years, a report on the ownership and control arrangements 
of media businesses in Ireland.  In June of this year, I published the first such report, Report 
on Ownership and Control of Media Businesses in Ireland 2012-2014.  In this report, which is 
available on my Department’s website, the BAI concludes that there has not been a material 
reduction in media plurality in the State due to the limited changes in ownership and control in 
the period 2012-2014.

Furthermore, the international expert group Sustainable Governance Indicators ranked Ire-
land 9.0/10 in Media Freedom and 8.0/10 in Media Pluralism, noting that Irish media is inde-
pendent, with a pluralist ownership structure.

In my view, the reforms introduced in the Competition and Consumer Protection Act 2014 
have struck the correct balance in this area and are working well and, as a result, I am confident 
that we have a robust and effective set of measures in place to support and encourage a plural 
and diverse media.
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02/11/2016WRS00150Renewable Energy Incentives

02/11/2016WRS00200414. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment his plans to provide feed-in tariffs for biogas plants to produce renewable electricity 
and gas in 2017. [32708/16]

02/11/2016WRS00300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): Both the Programme for Government and the White Paper on Energy Policy recognise 
that anaerobic digestion (AD) technology can utilise waste as a resource to produce renewable 
energy thereby contributing towards improved waste management.

Biogas, which is produced by AD, can be utilised to generate electricity and/or heat or used 
as a transport fuel. In addition, biomethane, produced by removing impurities from biogas, can 
be used as a substitute for natural gas and can be injected directly into the gas grid.

It should be noted that electricity and combined heat and power produced from AD are al-
ready supported under the REFIT3 scheme.  Though the REFIT schemes are now closed, there 
is a commitment in the White Paper on Energy Policy to introduce a new Renewable Electricity 
Support Scheme (RESS) that will encourage the continued development of Ireland’s  renewable 
energy portfolio in the electricity sector. In-depth economic analysis is now underway to inform 
the actual cost of the scheme and, while no decision has been taken on the precise renewable 
technologies to be supported, the cost and technical viability of AD is being examined as part of 
the assessment process.  It is expected to have the scheme in place in 2017, subject to Govern-
ment approval and State aid clearance from the European Commission. 

In parallel, an assessment of the specific costs and benefits of biogas and biomethane is cur-
rently being undertaken by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland with a view to develop-
ing additional policy options for biogas and biomethane.  It is expected that this work will be 
complete later this year.  In particular, this will inform work underway in my Department on 
the development of a Renewable Heat Incentive scheme.

02/11/2016WRS00350Renewable Energy Incentives

02/11/2016WRS00400415. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the supports available for installation of solar panels; and his plans to increase 
same. [32830/16]

02/11/2016WRS00500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Programme for Government contains a commitment to facilitate the devel-
opment of solar energy projects in Ireland. This builds on the Energy White Paper published 
in December 2015 and recognises that solar also has the potential to provide a community divi-
dend, thereby also enhancing citizen participation in Ireland’s energy future.  With this in mind, 
Solar Photovoltaics (PV) is one of the technologies being considered in the context of a new 
support scheme for renewable electricity generation which is under development.

The first public consultation on a new renewable support scheme was published in 2015 
and following the completion of detailed economic analysis on the viability and cost effective-
ness of supporting a range of renewable technologies - including Solar (PV) - a second public 
consultation will be published in early 2017.  Details of the next public consultation will be 
advertised on the Department’s website www.dccae.gov.ie   

Before any new scheme is introduced, it will need to secure Government approval and State 
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aid clearance from the European Commission.  The new support scheme for renewable electric-
ity is expected to become available in late 2017.

The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland currently provides supports for the use of solar 
thermal heating technology to both large industry and SMEs.  Households can also avail of 
grant support for investment in renewable energy installations, including solar thermal, under 
the Better Energy Homes Scheme.

02/11/2016WRS00550Broadband Service Provision

02/11/2016WRS00600416. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Communications, Climate 
Action and Environment the progress made to date within County Donegal in the provision of 
rural broadband services; the projected timeframe for delivery of rural broadband services to all 
areas and parts of the county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32853/16]

02/11/2016WRS00700417. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Communications, Climate 
Action and Environment the measures being taken to improve the quality of mobile phone cov-
erage within the State; his Department’s strategy for providing mobile coverage to areas which 
never had mobile phone coverage, such as areas in rural Ireland; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [32854/16]

02/11/2016WRS00800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 416 and 417 together.

The National Broadband Plan aims to deliver high speed services to every city, town, village 
and individual premises in Ireland.  The Programme for Government commits to the delivery 
of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved through private investment by com-
mercial telecommunications companies and through a State intervention in areas where com-
mercial investment has not been fully demonstrated. 

To date, the commercial telecommunications sector has invested over €2bn in upgrading 
and modernising networks which support the provision of high speed broadband and mobile 
telecoms services including:

-  Eir’s broadband roll-out of services of up to 100 Megabits per second has passed approxi-
mately 1.3m premises across Ireland.  When complete up to 75,000 premises and businesses 
may be able to access eir’s high speed broadband network in County Donegal.

-  SIRO, an initiative made possible by Oireachtas legislation introduced by my Depart-
ment, is rolling out fibre-to-the-home in  towns across Ireland including Letterkenny in County 
Donegal.  To date 30,000 premises have been passed by SIRO who are currently building out 
in 17 towns nationwide.

-  Virgin Media currently provides services of up to 360 Megabits per second in over 750,000 
premises.

-  Wireless operators have developed new technologies capable of delivering speeds of 100 
Megabits per second and are rolling out new high speed services, including services in Donegal.

-  Mobile operators are also rolling out 4G services across Ireland which is significantly 
enhancing the mobile broadband experience

Approximately 1.3m premises in Ireland can now get high speed broadband and at least one 
mobile operator is delivering 4G services to over 90% of the population.  It is estimated that 
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up to 48% of premises in Co. Donegal will have access to commercial high speed broadband 
services provided by telecommunications operators, while the remaining 52% consisting of just 
over 52,000 premises will fall within the proposed State led intervention under the National 
Broadband Plan.  The breakdown of premises covered, per townland, is available on the High 
Speed Broadband Map at www.broadband.gov.ie.  The roll-out of services by commercial op-
erators is being kept under constant review by the Department to ensure that all premises can 
get access to services, either through commercial investment or the State intervention. 

The Department is now in a formal procurement process to select a company or companies 
who will roll out a new high speed broadband network within the State Intervention Area com-
prising over 750,000 premises, covering 100,000km of road network and 96% of the land area 
of Ireland.   

Intensive dialogue with bidders is continuing and the three bidders have indicated that they 
are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-home solution.  Householders and businesses may  
get speeds not just of 30 Megabits per second but potentially up to 1000 Megabits per second 
with businesses potentially availing of symmetrical upload and download speeds. 

Earlier this year, before I came into office, the Department announced that it would be June 
2017 before contract(s) were awarded under the NBP.  The bidders in the process have recently 
indicated that they may need more time to conclude the procurement process. The timing of 
each stage of the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors including the 
complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team, and bidders, during the pro-
curement process.  Bidders need adequate time to prepare detailed proposals and their final 
formal bids and get the relevant shareholder and funding approvals at key stages of the process.  
It is also important to ensure that risks in this multi-million euro procurement are carefully 
managed.  I do not propose to comment any further at this juncture, given that discussions are 
ongoing in the procurement process.  I can assure the Deputy however, that the procurement 
process is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers a future-proofed net-
work that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years.  The Government 
considers the NBP to be one of the most significant investments in rural Ireland for decades, and 
one which will transform society, akin to rural electrification in the last century. 

In parallel, and in accordance with commitments in the Programme for Government, Minis-
ter Humphreys is leading on the establishment of two regional action groups to help accelerate 
the broadband network build in rural Ireland, once a contract(s) has been awarded.

In July, I established a Mobile Phone and Broadband Task force with my colleague Minister 
Humphreys to address immediate issues in relation to the quality of mobile phone and broad-
band coverage.  I expect the Task force to report by end 2016. 

In addition, I recently signed Regulations allowing ComReg to proceed with an early 2017 
auction of the 3.6GHz radio spectrum band, to provide an 86% increase in total spectrum avail-
able for mobile and fixed wireless services.  I have also secured €8m for RTÉ which will allow 
it to free up the 700 MHz spectrum band. 

These initiatives should assist in significantly improving the quality of broadband and mo-
bile phone services across Ireland, putting Ireland to the forefront internationally in terms of 
connectivity. 

02/11/2016WRS00850Rural Broadband Scheme

02/11/2016WRS00900418. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 



2 November 2016

303

and Environment when he will provide a broadband service in Cloughduv, County Cork, and 
the surrounding areas. [32858/16]

02/11/2016WRS01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed services to every 
city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland.  The Programme for Government com-
mits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved through a com-
bination of commercial investment by the telecommunications sector and a State intervention 
in those areas where commercial investment has not been fully demonstrated. The Programme 
for a Partnership Government commits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  The 
formal procurement process for the State Intervention commenced in December 2015.

The High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie shows the 
extent of the State Intervention area:

-  The areas marked BLUE represent those areas where commercial providers are either cur-
rently delivering or have previously indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services.

-  The areas marked AMBER on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the target areas 
for the State Intervention which are the subject of the current procurement process. 

The map provides information on a county by county basis with a breakdown of coverage 
across the townlands in every county including Co Cork.

The maps shows that 45% of Cloughduv in the townland of Coolmucky and 13% of the 
nearby townland of Ryecourt falls within the AMBER area and will therefore be included in 
the State intervention procurement process.  Up to 55% of Cloughduv in the townland of Cool-
mucky and 87% of the townland of Ryecourt is included in the BLUE area where commercial 
providers are either currently delivering or previously indicated that they have plans to deliver 
high speed broadband services.  Individuals can check whether their premises is in a BLUE or 
an AMBER area by scrolling through the map online or entering their Eircode. 

While I cannot compel any operator to provide services to a particular premises, my Depart-
ment continues to actively monitor the deployment plans in the BLUE area and direct feedback 
from consumers is important.  In this regard, if customers in Cloughduv County Cork cannot ac-
cess high speed broadband services, I would encourage them to contact my Department directly 
at broadband@dcenr.gov.ie, quoting their address and Eircode, and giving details of providers 
they have contacted with a view to obtaining services.  The roll-out of services by commercial 
operators is being kept under constant review by the Department to ensure that all premises can 
get access to services, either through commercial investment or the State intervention. 

The Department is now in a formal procurement process to select a company or companies 
who will roll out a new high speed broadband network in the State Intervention Area compris-
ing over 750,000 premises in Ireland including over 85,000 premises in County Cork covering 
100,000km of road network and 96% of the land area of Ireland.  Since bidders were invited to 
participate in dialogue with the Department, there have been approximately 150 hours of meet-
ings, with considerable more interaction to follow over the coming months.  The three bidders 
in the procurement process have indicated that they are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-
home solution for rural Ireland under the National Broadband Plan intervention.  Householders 
and businesses may potentially get speeds not just of 30 megabits per second but up to 1000 
megabits per second, with businesses potentially availing of symmetrical upload and download 
speeds. This is a solution that will endure for 25 years and beyond.   

Earlier this year, before I came into office, the Department announced that it would be June 



Questions - Written Answers

304

2017 before contract(s) were awarded under the NBP.  The bidders in the process have recently 
indicated that they may need more time to conclude the procurement process. The timing of 
each stage of the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors including the 
complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team, and bidders, during the pro-
curement process . Bidders need adequate time to prepare detailed proposals and their final 
formal bids and get the relevant shareholder and funding approvals at key stages of the process.  
It is also important to ensure that risks in this multi-million euro procurement are carefully 
managed.  I do not propose to comment any further at this juncture, given that discussions are 
ongoing in the procurement process.  I can assure the Deputy however, that the procurement 
process is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers a future-proofed net-
work that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years.  The Government 
considers the NBP to be one of the most significant investments in rural Ireland for decades, and 
one which will transform society, akin to rural electrification in the last century.

During the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, telecommunications 
service providers indicated that it could take 3-5 years to roll out a network of the scale envis-
aged under the NBP.  It is however open to bidder(s) to suggest more aggressive timescales as 
part of their bids. 

As part of the competitive process, the Department will engage with winning bidder(s) on 
the best roll-out strategy, in order to target areas of particularly poor service, business needs 
and-or high demand.  This will need to be balanced with the most efficient network roll-out 
plan.  A prioritisation programme will be put in place in this regard, in consultation with the 
Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.  A detailed roll-out plan for 
the network will be published once contract(s) are in place. 

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the roll-out of the 
network once a contract is awarded.  In this regard, Minister Humphreys is leading on the es-
tablishment of two regional action groups, working with Local Authorities, Local Enterprise 
Offices and other relevant agencies to help accelerate the broadband network build in rural 
Ireland, once a contract(s) has been awarded.

02/11/2016WRS01050Departmental Legal Costs

02/11/2016WRS01100419. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the amount that his Department spent on external legal advice in each of 
the years 2013, 2014 and 2015; the names of each of the legal firms that provided advice to his 
department in each of those years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32913/16]

02/11/2016WRS01200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The information requested is being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy 
as soon as possible.

02/11/2016WRS01250Energy Schemes

02/11/2016WRS01300420. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland better energy warmer homes 
scheme and better energy homes funding is coming to an end; if such schemes will be closed 
off by the end of November 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32956/16]

02/11/2016WRS01400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
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Naughten): The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) operates a number of schemes 
on behalf of my Department to support energy efficiency improvements to homes.  The Better 
Energy Homes scheme makes a range of grants available to homeowners who wish to improve 
the energy efficiency of their home and the Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme offers free 
energy efficiency upgrades to those in energy poverty.    I can assure the Deputy that I regard 
both schemes as core elements of the Government’s energy and climate policy and that neither 
will be coming to an end.  In fact, with an allocation of €100m in Budget 2017 for energy proj-
ects, I expect SEAI schemes to support the upgrade of up to 30,000 homes in 2017, supporting 
some 3,000 jobs in the construction sector. 

There is no closing date for application to either the Better Energy Homes or the Warmer 
Homes schemes.

The Better Energy Homes scheme is the elective grant scheme available to homeowners.  
Individual homeowners apply for grants that cover a range of energy efficiency improvements, 
such as various types of insulation, heating controls and solar thermal technologies.  Homeown-
ers procure their own SEAI-registered contractors to carry out the works on their properties and 
apply to the SEAI for the grant funding.  It is up to homeowners to determine when is the best 
time of year to complete any works on their home.  The only stipulation when applying for a 
grant, in relation to timing, is that it should be drawn down within six months of successful ap-
plication. 

Under the Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme, a householder may apply directly to SEAI 
at any time of the year, provided they meet the eligibility criteria.  Once an application has 
been received a home must be inspected by SEAI’s appointed survey team to determine what 
works are suitable. The SEAI then assigns homes to their panel of appointed contractors within 
a number of days.  Completion of works is then dependent on contractor logistics and weather 
conditions.  Cold and damp weather in December and January may delay works and result in a 
longer waiting time for completion for applications received at this time of the year.  In addi-
tion, as SEAI manages a large number of contractors who deliver the upgrade works on their 
behalf, SEAI require contractors to conclude works by early December to ensure that contrac-
tors are paid in 2016 for works completed in that year.  However, it is typically the case that 
some works continue throughout December. 

Full details of all the schemes administered by SEAI are available from their website http://
www.seai.ie/ or directly from the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland, Wilton Park House, 
Wilton Park, Dublin, D02 T228.

02/11/2016WRS01450Media Pluralism

02/11/2016WRS01500421. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he has met with the National Union of Journalists regarding the report into me-
dia ownership. [32960/16]

02/11/2016WRS01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I assume the Deputy is referring to the report by the Centre for Media Pluralism 
and Media Freedom entitled Monitoring Media in Europe: Testing and Implementation of the 
Media Pluralism Monitor 2015, which was published in March 2016.     

I have not met with the NUJ to discuss that report nor has the NUJ requested to meet me on 
the report.
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02/11/2016WRS01650Waste Disposal

02/11/2016WRS01700422. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the negotiations with waste contractors; the negotiations that have 
taken place with waste contractors outside of the Irish Waste Management Association, IWMA, 
in relation to the freezing of bin charges; and the impact it is having on consumers who cannot 
avail of IWMA operators in their area. [32967/16]

02/11/2016WRS01800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): As the waste industry began releasing its proposed prices under pay-by-weight in 
June 2016, the Government relayed its concern to the industry regarding the reported escala-
tion of waste bills for customers of certain companies and the proposed price structure was not 
implemented.  However, my Department engaged with representatives of the waste industry to 
agree a way forward that results in customers paying no more for the same level of service than 
they were currently paying for waste collection over the 12 month period to 1 July 2017.  The 
Irish Waste Management Association, Greyhound and CityBin were directly involved in the 
discussions which led to the agreement.

02/11/2016WRS01850Motor Insurance

02/11/2016WRS01900423. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to introduce legislation controlling the loadings put by the insurance companies on car owners 
that seem to be quite arbitrary and have no relationship with the likelihood of an accident, in-
cluding loadings put in cars that are over 15 years of age, despite the fact that these cars have to 
pass the national car test every year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32702/16]

02/11/2016WRS02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The provision of in-
surance cover and the price at which it is offered is a commercial matter for insurance compa-
nies, and is based on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept and adequate provi-
sioning to meet those risks.  These are considered by insurance companies on a case by case 
basis, but rely on a combination of rating factors such as the age of the driver, the claims record, 
driving experience, the number of drivers, uses of the car, etc.  Different insurance companies 
apply ratings individually when pricing insurance.  As my colleague the Minister for Finance 
has pointed out, Member States are expressly prohibited by the EU framework for insurance 
from adopting rules which require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing 
or terms and conditions of insurance products.

The National Car Test was introduced to comply with an EU Roadworthiness Testing Di-
rective, aimed at improving road safety, and a car which passes this test may be driven on our 
roads.  However, research by the Road Safety Authority indicates that in the event of a collision, 
the level of personal injury to an individual in an older car is higher than if that person was 
driving a new car.  Safety features on newer cars include electronic stability control, airbags, 
improved braking systems, roll-over protection etc., all of which are designed to reduce the 
impact of a collision on the occupants.  The higher level of personal injury payout to drivers 
and passengers of older cars may be one factor that leads some insurance companies to consider 
older cars a higher risk in terms of potential payouts when underwriting a policy.

02/11/2016WRS02050Rail Network

02/11/2016WRS02100424. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
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publish the rail review from the National Transport Authority and Irish Rail; and if he is com-
mitted to ensuring that there will be no closures of rail lines as a result of the deficits in Iarnród 
Éireann. [32546/16]

02/11/2016WRS02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I  refer the Deputy to 
my answer to his Priority Question No. 1 (33004) on this matter which I answered earlier today.

02/11/2016WRS02250Sports Capital Programme

02/11/2016WRS02300425. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the rea-
son a decision was taken not to proceed with the sports capital grant 2016; if this decision will 
be reversed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32563/16]

02/11/2016WRS02400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) is the Government’s primary vehicle to 
support the development of sports facilities and the purchase of sports equipment.  The most re-
cent rounds of the programme were in 2012, 2014 and 2015.

As was confirmed in the 2017 Estimates Statement, a new round of the Sports Capital Pro-
gramme will be open for applications in the near future with the announcement of allocations 
expected in 2017.  I expect to announce more details in this regard shortly.

In the meantime it is business as usual for the organisations allocated funding under pre-
vious rounds of the Programme and so far this year €21m has been paid out to 645 separate 
organisations.  These grants have delivered new and improved facilities and increased opportu-
nities to participate in sport in every county.

02/11/2016WRS02450Road Network

02/11/2016WRS02500426. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his plans to review the need for an outer orbital dual carriageway for Dublin or upgrades to the 
M50 in view of recent surveys and reports that the M50 route is at breaking point with a 19% 
increase in traffic volumes since 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32616/16]

02/11/2016WRS02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road proj-
ects is a matter for the Transport Infrastructure Ireland (formerly known as the NRA) under the 
Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital 
budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance 
for TII in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Decisions on the transport elements of the Capital Plan in the period to 2022 were framed by 
the conclusions reached in my Department’s Strategic Investment Framework for Land Trans-
port. This report highlighted the importance of maintenance and renewal of transport infrastruc-
ture together with some targeted investments to improve the existing network.  The Capital Plan 
reflects the overall funding envelope available in the period to 2022 and there are no proposals 
at present to amend the plan in advance of the mid term review.

I am very conscious of the pressures on the M50 which reflect the return to economic 
growth.  A €1 billion upgrade of the route was completed in 2010 and there is no scope for a 
further capacity upgrade.  In the short to medium term, it is a case of TII and other stakehold-
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ers implementing measures to manage the operation of the M50 as efficiently as possible.  It 
is hoped that the  re-opening of the Phoenix Park Tunnel for services on the Kildare commuter 
rail line and the new LUAS Cross City line, which will be in operation in 2017, will be of sig-
nificant help in this regard.  The Capital Plan also envisages significant ongoing investment in 
replacement and enlargement of the PSO bus fleet.

02/11/2016WRS02650Road Network

02/11/2016WRS02700427. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
person or body who has overall authority over the use of bus lanes and review of usage of the 
bus lanes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32617/16]

02/11/2016WRS02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The rules on the use of 
bus lanes are set out in the Road Traffic (Traffic and Parking) Regulations 1997 (S.I. No. 182 
of 1997), as amended.  As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for 
these regulations and for any amendments to them.  I have no plans to amend the rules on the 
use of bus lanes at this time.

02/11/2016WRS02850Road Tolls

02/11/2016WRS02900428. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to extend to heavy goods vehicles and trucks the 10% discount on tolls given to cars on 
pre-payment for trips in multiples of 20 or more; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that 
this discount is not being allowed to heavy goods vehicles, HGVs, and trucks who electroni-
cally pre-pay and is only given to them if they stop at a toll booth and purchase a prepaid card 
thereby causing traffic build up at toll booths; if he will instruct the toll companies to pass on the 
legislated discount to HGV owners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32598/16]

02/11/2016WRS03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  The implementation of individual national road schemes is a matter 
for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) (formerly known as the NRA) under the Roads Acts 
1993-2015.

In addition, the statutory power to levy tolls on national roads, to make toll bye-laws and 
to enter into toll agreements with private investors in respect of national roads is vested in TII 
under part V of the Roads Act (as amended).

Noting this position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for further reply.  Please 
advise my office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

02/11/2016WRS03050Noise Pollution

02/11/2016WRS03100429. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the plans 
his Department has regarding the installation of noise suppression barriers from Johnstown vil-
lage, County Kildare, to Big Ball Roundabout in Naas, County Kildare; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [32606/16]

02/11/2016WRS03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the na-
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tional roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road projects 
(including the installation of noise barriers) is a matter for the Transport Infrastructure Ireland 
(formerly known as the NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the local 
authorities concerned.

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for TII in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

02/11/2016WRS03250Road Improvement Schemes

02/11/2016WRS03300430. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if in-
creased funding will be provided to Cavan and Monaghan county councils for the non-national 
road network programme for 2017 in view of the deterioration of the condition of this road 
network and the need for increased investment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32681/16]

02/11/2016WRS03400431. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide specific funding to Monaghan and Cavan county councils for the local improvement 
scheme for 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32682/16]

02/11/2016WRS03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 430 and 431 together.

The improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads in Cavan is the statutory 
responsibility of Cavan County Council, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the 
Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supple-
mented by State road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is 
also a matter for the Council.

Ireland has just under 100,000 kilometres of road in its network and the maintenance and 
improvement of national, regional and local roads places a substantial financial burden on local 
authorities and on the Exchequer.  Because of the national financial position, there have been 
very large reductions in Exchequer funding available for roads over the past number of years.  
While 2017 will see a modest increase in funding for roads, it will take some years yet under the 
Capital Plan to restore “steady state” funding levels for regional and local roads. The primary 
focus in 2017 will, therefore, continue to be on the maintenance and renewal of public roads. 
I do, however, expect that local authorities will continue to be able to use a proportion of their 
Discretionary Grant for the local improvement scheme. 

The regional and local road grant allocations for next year have yet to be decided but I 
expect to announce the details early next year. Given funding constraints, my objective has to 
be to allocate funding to local authorities on as equitable basis as possible taking into account 
the road lengths in each local authority’s area of responsibility. 

It is important to reiterate that State grants are intended to supplement local authorities’ 
own resources.  In this context, I am emphasising to Councils that the commitment of local 
authorities to contribute significantly from their own resources, towards the cost of improving 
and maintaining the regional and local roads network is essential.
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02/11/2016WRS03550Haulage Industry

02/11/2016WRS03600432. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on whether more needs to be done to improve competitiveness and reduce costs in the haulage 
sector; and the measures his department is considering in this area. [32705/16]

02/11/2016WRS03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Forfás 2012 re-
port, Cost of Doing Business in Ireland, identified the key components in transport competitive-
ness as fuel costs, distance from markets, competition and efficiency in the provision of trans-
port services. The report pointed out that the cost of the internal movement of export goods in 
Ireland was the cheapest in the eurozone.

The Irish haulage market has low barriers to market entry, with no restrictions on the number 
of operators who can operate in any sector of the market.  There are currently over 17,000 ve-
hicles being used to provide haulage services in Ireland, operated by 3,700 licensed haulage 
operators.  The ease of entry to the market, and the number of operators, makes the Irish haul-
age market a competitive one.

The Government provides a number of supports to the haulage sector, to ensure on-going 
competitiveness, both domestically and internationally.  A fuel rebate scheme for licensed haul-
age operators was introduced in 2013 by the Department of Finance, and has been renewed each 
year since.  This reduces the exposure of the sector to fuel price fluctuations.

Commercial motor tax rates were significantly reduced in Budget 2016, with the top rate of 
tax for Heavy Goods Vehicles being reduced from up €5,000 to €900, increasing the competi-
tiveness of Irish hauliers in international markets.

My Department introduced a new online licensing system in 2013, which cut costs for 
hauliers by streamlining the processing of road transport operator licences.  The Department 
is currently improving this system, to make it more user friendly.  In addition, my Department 
represents Ireland at international fora which deal with road haulage issues, to ensure that Irish 
hauliers get fair access to international markets. 

02/11/2016WRS03750Tourism Promotion

02/11/2016WRS03800433. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
departmental programmes promoting agritourism here; the programmes specifically relating to 
research in the area of agritourism; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32730/16]

02/11/2016WRS03900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies primarily in the area of 
national tourism policy.  It is not directly involved in the development of individual tourism 
sectors which are matters for the Board and Management of Fáilte Ireland.

Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply.  Please 
contact my private office if you have not received a response within ten working days.

02/11/2016WRS03950Recreational Facilities Provision

02/11/2016WRS04000434. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
planned all-Ireland national indoor cycling velodrome construction will commence at the 
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national sports campus, Abbotstown, Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32745/16]

02/11/2016WRS04100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): I am advised that the next step for a proposed velodrome would be for Sport Ire-
land to undertake an appropriate financial appraisal, i.e. a Cost Benefit Analysis, in accordance 
with the Public Spending Code.  Thereafter, any proposal to proceed would also be subject to 
the availability of capital funding.

02/11/2016WRS04150Road Signage

02/11/2016WRS04200435. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
in relation to the proposed installation of traffic lights at the junction at main street in Manor-
hamilton, County Leitrim, and the N16. [32759/16]

02/11/2016WRS04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road proj-
ects is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) (formerly known as the NRA) under 
the Roads Acts 1993 to 2015 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

02/11/2016WRS04350Sports Facilities Provision

02/11/2016WRS04400436. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
address matters (details supplied) regarding artificial pitches and rubber infill; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [32841/16]

02/11/2016WRS04500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): I understand that concerns have recently been raised in relation to the safety 
of materials used in 3G pitches.  While my Department does not have any responsibility for the 
setting of standards for 3G pitches, I have asked my officials to inquire with relevant bodies 
dealing with the regulation of recycled waste as well as the safe use of chemicals.

I have asked my officials to monitor developments in the context of future rounds of the 
Sports Capital Programme. 

02/11/2016WRS04550Public Transport Initiatives

02/11/2016WRS04600437. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if there are 
plans to extend the Leap card, currently used by rail and DART passengers, to those travel-
ling by bus, namely to Bus Éireann passengers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[32852/16]

02/11/2016WRS04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the development, operation and mainte-
nance of the Leap Card system.
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The Leap Card is available on Bus Éireann commuter services in Dublin and its surround-
ing counties as well as on some of its urban bus services in the regional cities of Cork, Galway, 
Limerick and Waterford.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply 
within 10 working days.

02/11/2016WRT00200Airport Development Projects

02/11/2016WRT00300438. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views on 
whether it is appropriate that the proposed flight path for the new runway will bring aircraft 
over Malahide when easterly winds are blowing, estimated at 30% of the time; and the mea-
sures that have been put in place to off-set the negative impact of noise on residents’ health and 
well-being. [32856/16]

02/11/2016WRT00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Issues concerning the 
approval or rejection of particular flight paths for aircraft landing at, or departing from, Dublin 
Airport is an operational matter for the Irish Aviation Authority pursuant to the provisions of the 
Irish Aviation Authority Act, 1993.

As I do not have a function to exercise in this matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question 
to them for direct reply.

Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

02/11/2016WRT00500Aviation Issues

02/11/2016WRT00600439. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of munitions permits his department has granted to date in 2016 under the Air Navigation 
(Carriage of Munitions of War, Weapons and Dangerous Goods) Order 1973, and the country of 
origin of all permits granted; the number of such requests which have been refused; the reasons 
they were refused; the country of origin of all refusals of such munitions exemption requests to 
date in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32857/16]

02/11/2016WRT00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  703 permits were 
granted to carry munitions of war or dangerous goods on civilian aircraft under the Air Naviga-
tion (Carriage of Munitions of War, Weapons and Dangerous Goods) Orders in 2016, up to and 
including 28th October 2016.

Of those 703 permits granted, 657 were issued to US airlines, 19 to Irish airlines, 9 to Turk-
ish airlines, 5 to UK airlines, 5 to Swiss airlines, 4 to Ethiopian airlines, 2 to Russian airlines 
and 1 each to an airline from Azerbaijan and France.

In the same period, 42 applications under the Order have been refused.  39 of the refusals 
were to applications from US airlines, 2 to applications from UK airlines and 1 to an application 
from a Russian airline.

Of the 42 applications that were refused, 32 were refused on the advice of the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade and 10 were refused at my discretion.
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02/11/2016WRT00800Tourism Promotion

02/11/2016WRT00900440. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the additional measures Tourism Ireland will take in the UK in 2016 and 2017 to promote ad-
ditional tourists coming here following the decision of the UK to leave the EU; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [32902/16]

02/11/2016WRT01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Tourism Ireland is re-
sponsible for promoting the island of Ireland overseas as a visitor destination.

I have referred the Deputy’s Question to Tourism Ireland for direct reply.

Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

02/11/2016WRT01100Departmental Legal Costs

02/11/2016WRT01200441. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the amount that his Department spent on external legal advice in each of the years 2013, 2014 
and 2015; the names of each of the legal firms that provided advice to his Department in each 
of those years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32908/16]

02/11/2016WRT01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The information re-
quested by the Deputy is available on my Departments website at the following link http://
www.dttas.ie/corporate/english/expenditure-external-services-2015.

02/11/2016WRT01400Olympic Council of Ireland

02/11/2016WRT01500442. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
he expects to receive an interim report or update regarding the Olympic Council of Ireland in-
vestigation; if he will publish the interim report or update; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [32936/16]

02/11/2016WRT01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The non-statutory 
inquiry to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the distribution of tickets for the Rio 
Olympic Games and related matters commenced on 19 September 2016.  The inquiry is being 
led by former High Court judge, Mr Justice Carroll Moran.  Under the Terms of Reference for 
the inquiry, Judge Moran has been asked to present a report, setting out the findings and any rec-
ommendations of the inquiry, within 12 weeks of its commencement.  The Judge has indicated 
that this timetable may be ambitious and some delay is anticipated.  It would be inappropriate 
for me to make any further comment on matters relevant to the inquiry while it is continuing.

02/11/2016WRT01700Road Safety

02/11/2016WRT01800443. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to introduce a national system of testing for motorcycles equivalent to the current NCT 
for cars; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32947/16]

02/11/2016WRT01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  I understand that 
while Directive 2014/45/EU on periodic roadworthiness tests for motor vehicles and their trail-
ers provides for the roadworthiness testing of motorcycles from 1 January 2022, EU Member 
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States who have appropriate alternative road safety measures in place can avail of an exemption 
from this requirement.

An issue of concern in relation to this vulnerable cohort of road users is certain driving 
behaviour exhibited by and towards motorcyclists on our road network.  While any measures 
which have a positive effect on road safety are to be welcomed, it is important to ensure that 
the optimal road safety impact is realised.

Having statutory responsibility for vehicle testing arrangements, the Road Safety Authority 
will examine the requirements of Directive 2014/45/EU and will report to my Department on 
their recommendations shortly.

02/11/2016WRT02000Departmental Properties

02/11/2016WRT02100444. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the land-
holdings, by size and location, held by his Department or semi-State body under his remit.  
[32990/16]

02/11/2016WRT02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  In general the Office 
of Public Works is responsible for the procurement of office and other accommodation required 
for the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and accordingly, landholdings size and 
location is a matter for that Office.

There are some instances where lands are owned by the Minister but are leased to State 
bodies under the aegis of the Department.  I will arrange for the details to be forwarded to the 
Deputy.

The position regarding the semi states under the remit of this Department is a matter for 
their direct response.  I have forwarded a copy of your question to them for direct reply.  If you 
have not heard from the semi states within ten working days, please contact my private office.

02/11/2016WRT02300Regional Airports

02/11/2016WRT02400445. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
met with the board of management of Waterford Airport; if so, the status on securing another 
carrier for the airport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32998/16]

02/11/2016WRT02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  I met with members 
of the board of Waterford Airport on 21 July last and they updated me on current issues in rela-
tion to the Airport.  The situation at Waterford Airport remains a difficult one.

Securing routes and negotiating deals with airlines are commercial matters for airports 
themselves and I understand that airport management in Waterford are continuing their ef-
forts to secure a replacement carrier for VLM airlines which ceased its Luton and Birmingham 
services earlier this year.  I am hopeful of them reaching a positive outcome.

02/11/2016WRT02600Driver Licences Fees

02/11/2016WRT02700446. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 567 of 25 October 2016, the plans by the NDLS to include mention 
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of the fact that a cost will attach to obtaining a medical report in its printed and online literature 
regarding fees for driving licences in the interests of clarity and transparency; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33018/16]

02/11/2016WRT02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The operation of the 
National Driver Licensing Service, including the information issued as part of that service, is 
the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority, and I have no role in these matters.

I have therefore referred the Question to the Authority for direct reply.

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.

02/11/2016WRT02900Sports Capital Programme Applications

02/11/2016WRT03000447. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when he expects applications under the sports capital grant scheme to be invited; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33033/16]

02/11/2016WRT03100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) is the Government’s primary vehicle to 
support the development of sports facilities and the purchase of sports equipment.  The most re-
cent rounds of the programme were in 2012, 2014 and 2015.

As was confirmed in the 2017 Estimates Statement, a new round of the Sports Capital Pro-
gramme will be open for applications in the near future with the announcement of allocations 
expected in 2017.  We expect to announce more details in this regard shortly.

02/11/2016WRT03200National Lottery Funding Data

02/11/2016WRT03300448. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he expects funds from the proceeds of the national lottery to become available 
through his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33034/16]

02/11/2016WRT03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  Details of the total 
Exchequer allocations to the relevant Lottery supported subheads are published in the annual 
Revised Estimates for Public Services.  These programmes are only part-funded by the Lot-
tery with the remaining expenditure coming from general Exchequer funding.  The Revised 
Estimates do not specify the precise amount of National Lottery funding in each individual 
subhead.

02/11/2016WRT03500Olympic Games Funding

02/11/2016WRT03600449. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he expects funding to be made available to or through the Olympic Council of 
Ireland for the provision and improvement of facilities in preparation for the next Olympics; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33035/16]

02/11/2016WRT03700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) is the Government’s primary vehicle to 
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support the development of sports facilities and the purchase of sports equipment.  The most re-
cent rounds of the programme were in 2012, 2014 and 2015.

My Department does not provide specific funding to the Olympic Council of Ireland for the 
provision or improvement of facilities.  Facilities are normally developed through the National 
Governing Bodies of Sport and individual sports clubs and groups.  Furthermore, Sport Ireland, 
through the national sports campus, and the high performance facilities at the Sport Ireland In-
stitute, plays a major role in the preparation of athletes for international competition.

I should also mention that a new round of the Sports Capital Programme will be open for 
applications in the near future with the announcement of allocations expected in 2017.  I expect 
to announce more details in this regard shortly.

02/11/2016WRT03800Sports Events

02/11/2016WRT03900450. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
efforts to date to encourage major international sporting events to this country with particular 
reference to the rugby world cup; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33036/16]

02/11/2016WRT04000458. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he expects to be in a position to attract tourists here through the medium of 
sports and sporting events with particular reference to world games; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33045/16]

02/11/2016WRT04075Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 450 and 458 together.

The hosting of major sports events, both participative and spectator sports, can provide 
a great showcase for Ireland and drive international visitor numbers.   In addition, the media 
coverage of sports tourism events helps to put Ireland onto travel itineraries as a holiday desti-
nation.

Accordingly, I am very supportive of the ongoing efforts of the tourism agencies and the 
national governing bodies of sport to attract international events, subject, of course, to an as-
sessment of the costs/benefits involved in any State financial support, in particular the number 
of overseas visitors.

For example, the Government assisted the IRFU in its successful bid to host the Women’s 
Rugby World Cup which will take place in 2017.  The Government also supported the FAI in its 
successful bid to host four games as part the UEFA Euro 2020 football championship and the 
Government and the Northern Ireland Executive are supporting the IRFU in its preparation of a 
bid to host the Rugby World Cup in 2023.  Ireland has successfully passed the Applicant Phase 
of that process and is now through to the Candidate Phase.  The Governments will be working 
very closely with the IRFU to ensure that the best possible bid is lodged with World Rugby next 
June to bring the Rugby World Cup to Ireland in 2023.  A final decision will be made by World 
Rugby in November 2017.

A number of other international sports events hosted in Ireland in 2016 have been support-
ed by the Event Ireland division of Fáilte Ireland such as the World Masters Fly Fishing Cham-
pionships, WUKF World Karate Championships, World Archery Field Championships, World 
Boat Angling Championships, FEI European Jumping Championship for Juniors, Modern 
Pentathlon Youth A World Championships, World Rugby Women’s Sevens Olympic Repe-
chage, World Junior and Cadet Kickboxing Championships and the World Shore Angling 
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Championships.

02/11/2016WRT04200Rail Network Expansion

02/11/2016WRT04300451. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
proposals for investment in the rail services over the next five years including any extension to 
services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33037/16]

02/11/2016WRT04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, my Department’s Strategic Investment Framework for Land Transport outlines a num-
ber of key principles for land transport investment proposals.  Included among these principles 
is the need to maintain and renew renew strategically important elements the existing network, 
as well as the need to address current and future congestion in urban areas through for example 
improving public transport capacity.

There are a number of capacity enhancements planned or underway across our commuter 
rail network.  These include the completion of the Dublin City Centre Resignalling Project, 
the introduction of 10 minute DART services and the introduction of additional services on the 
Kildare Commuter line to utilise the newly reopened Phoenix Park tunnel and bring passengers 
into the heart of the city.  Cumulatively these measures will enhance commuter rail services 
across all current commuter lines leading into Dublin.

All of these capacity enhancements have been facilitated by Exchequer funding and the 
recently announced Budget 2017 ensures further funding is available to support these develop-
ments as they are rolled out.

In addition to the above, the National Transport Authority (NTA) and Irish Rail recently 
submitted the 2016 Rail Review to me.  This  Review examines the funding parameters required 
to support our rail network now and into the future, as well as identifying potential for future 
growth. I have already stated that I will bring the report to cabinet  and then immediately ar-
range for its publication and commencement of a publication process to be conducted by the 
National Transport Authority. I intend to do so next week.

Finally, it is proposed  that a mid-term  review of the Government’s Capital Plan will be 
carried out in 2017 and I am determined to make the case for public transport investment to be 
both increased and accelerated as a result of that review in order to address our growing trans-
port needs.

02/11/2016WRT04500Rail Services Provision

02/11/2016WRT04600452. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
extra rail carriages will be provided on the Leixlip, Maynooth, Kilcock and Enfield lines at 
peak times with a view to alleviating any overcrowding; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33038/16]

02/11/2016WRT04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The issue raised is a 
matter for  the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction with Iarnród Éireann and I 
have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private 
office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.
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02/11/2016WRT04800Tourism Policy

02/11/2016WRT04900453. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he continues to evaluate the potential of the tourism sector with particular ref-
erence to the need to ensure the ready availability of adequate hotel bed accommodation in all 
parts of the country with particular reference to areas deemed to be deficient in this regard; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33039/16]

02/11/2016WRT05000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): In terms of the potential of tourism, a series of actions are being implementing 
through the Tourism Action Plan in order to deliver the targets set out in the Tourism Policy 
Statement for 2025 of €5 billion in overseas tourism revenue, sustaining 250,000 jobs, from 10 
million overseas visits annually.

As regards hotel capacity, Fáilte Ireland monitors the performance of tourist accommoda-
tion through regular occupancy surveys.  This analysis indicates that while the country as a 
whole has sufficient stock of tourist accommodation, there are capacity constraints in areas of 
high tourist traffic at times of peak demand and additional capacity is required in certain parts 
of the country, particularly Dublin City Centre.  In this context, last year Fáilte Ireland com-
missioned an assessment of the supply and demand for hotel accommodation in Dublin.  This 
study is currently being updated but it found that although there is sufficient room stock in the 
planning process, the bulk of it will not come on stream until after 2018.  In order to assist in 
the delivery of that planned stock and encourage new developments, I am currently engaged 
in a number of meetings with stakeholders in the accommodation area to assess what, if any, 
blockages there are to the provision of further accommodation.

Furthermore, in response to consumer preferences and in order to boost the economic ratio-
nale for investment in hotel development, Fáilte Ireland’s revised Registration and Renewal of 
Registration Regulations for Hotels 2016 came into operation on 1 August 2016.  The changes 
should make investment more attractive by allowing hotel operators provide more rooms per 
square metre and thereby operate at a lower cost base, therefore improving hotel capacity, com-
petitiveness and profitability.  Consumers will also benefit in terms of increased competition, 
more choice, better quality and prices.

02/11/2016WRT05100Tourism Data

02/11/2016WRT05200454. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of tourists expected to be attracted here in 2017; the way in which this will compare 
with the current year; the extent of any extra promotional work required; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33040/16]

02/11/2016WRT05300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The latest official data 
on overseas travel from the CSO shows that there were almost 7.5 million overseas visits to Ire-
land for the first nine months of 2016, an increase of 12% compared to the same period in 2015.

The Government’s Tourism Policy Statement “People, Place and Policy – Growing Tourism 
to 2025”, published in 2015, includes three main targets, to be achieved by 2025:

- Overseas tourism revenue to increase to €5 billion net of inflation, compared to €3.5 bil-
lion in 2014;

-  Overseas visits to Ireland to increase to ten million, compared to 7.6 million in 2014; and
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-  250,000 people to be employed in the tourism sector, compared to 205,000 in 2014.

The specific growth targets for overseas tourism in 2017, and the promotional measures to 
achieve those targets will be contained in the Tourism Ireland 2017 Business Plan, which is be-
ing finalised at present.

Other initiatives, under the Tourism Action Plan 2016-2018, are either under way or in vari-
ous stages of development and are aimed at growing tourism to reach the ambitious targets in 
the Tourism Policy Statement.

02/11/2016WRT05400Regional Airports

02/11/2016WRT05500455. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he intends to support and promote the role of regional airports; if any particular 
initiative is required in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33041/16]

02/11/2016WRT05600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National Avia-
tion Policy, which was published by my Department in August of last year, acknowledges the 
role played by the regional airports in Donegal, Ireland West Airport Knock, Kerry and Wa-
terford in promoting a level of international connectivity to support the tourism and business 
sectors in their regions.

The Policy also confirms that these four airports are being given the opportunity to grow 
to a viable, self-sustaining position.  In this regard, our current Regional Airports Programme 
2015 - 2019, which was approved by the EU Commission last year, will continue to support 
safety and security measures at these airports where appropriate, in accordance with the 2014 
EU Guidelines on State-aid to airports and airlines.

As the Deputy will be aware, an extra €10 million in funding is provided in the Programme 
for Government for the regional airports.  This is additional to the €28 million already provided 
for this purpose in the Capital Plan 2016 to 2022 and will enhance my Department’s ability to 
further support the four airports under the Regional Airports Programme .

It is of course a matter for the airports themselves to exploit all potential opportunities to 
develop air services at their facilities.

02/11/2016WRT05700Tourism Policy

02/11/2016WRT05800456. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he intends and expects to promote Ireland’s Ancient East in the future; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [33043/16]

02/11/2016WRT05900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies in the area of national tourism 
policy.  It is not involved in the management, development or promotion of individual tourism 
projects, such as the Ireland’s Ancient East initiative.  These are operational matters for the 
tourism agencies, Fáilte Ireland and Tourism Ireland.

Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland and Tourism Ireland for 
their attention and direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you have not received a re-
sponse within ten working days.
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02/11/2016WRT06000Road Network

02/11/2016WRT06100457. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he continues to monitor the overcrowding on motorways such as the M50 or 
others with a view to identifying the most appropriate solution and putting in place the neces-
sary funding proposals to achieve the required objective; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33044/16]

02/11/2016WRT06200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  The planning, design and operation of individual road projects is a 
matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) (formerly known as the NRA) under the Roads 
Acts 1993 to 2015 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

  Question No. 458 answered with Question No. 450.

02/11/2016WRT06400Tourism Policy

02/11/2016WRT06500459. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he continues to encourage the promotion abroad of this country as an attractive 
conference location; the extent to which that sector of the industry has grown and is likely to 
grow further in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33046/16]

02/11/2016WRT06600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department’s role 
in relation to tourism lies primarily in the area of national tourism policy.  The development 
of business tourism is an operational matter for the Boards and Management of Fáilte Ireland 
and Tourism Ireland.  Fáilte Ireland is responsible for the development of the business tourism 
sector and  Tourism Ireland is responsible for overseas marketing of Ireland as a destination for 
business tourism.

Accordingly, I have asked the agencies to reply to the Deputy directly in this regard.  Please 
contact my private office if you do not hear from them within ten working days.

02/11/2016WRT06700Road Safety

02/11/2016WRT06800460. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the NTA 
has received legal advice regarding rickshaws that are carrying passengers for hire that are op-
erating without a licence, in some cases without insurance, proper driver vetting or roadworthi-
ness certificate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33050/16]

02/11/2016WRT06900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In response to some 
concerns - primarily of a safety nature - both Dublin City Council (DCC) and the NTA obtained 
legal advices in relation to their respective powers to regulate pedal-powered rickshaws.  Dis-
cussions have recently taken place, between DCC and the NTA, who have agreed a proposed 
approach to regulating pedal-powered rickshaws, which would require the drafting and intro-
duction of primary legislation.

My Department is now engaged with the NTA to clearly frame the policy to guide any de-
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tailed legislative drafting, with passenger safety the key focus.  I will consider the legislative 
proposals which emerge when this work has been progressed, following which I should be in a 
position to outline an indicative legislative timeframe.

02/11/2016WRT07000National Driver Licensing Service

02/11/2016WRT07100461. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will dis-
cuss with the National Driver Licensing Service the possibility of operating a fast-track service 
similar to the Passport Office to move applications forward in special circumstances; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33052/16]

02/11/2016WRT07200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The operation of the 
National Driver Licensing Service is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority, 
and I have no role in these matters.

I have therefore referred the Question to the Authority for direct reply.

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.

02/11/2016WRU00150Proposed Legislation

02/11/2016WRU00200462. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the steps 
her Department is taking to explore and discuss the practical issues proposed in the Banded 
Hours Contract Bill 2016. [32525/16]

02/11/2016WRU00300Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Pat 
Breen): The Deputy will be aware from the debate on the Banded Hours Contract Bill 2016 in 
July that the Government opposed this Bill for several reasons.

Firstly, I and my colleague, Minister Mitchell O’Connor, intend bringing forward proposals 
in this area for consideration by Government. In this respect, work is well advanced on devel-
oping a policy response to the University of Limerick (UL) study on zero hour contracts and 
low hour contracts.  The policy response is being informed by the UL study itself and also the 
extensive material and practical examples provided by respondents to the public consultation 
conducted by my Department.  The policy response will address the issue of workers on low 
hour contracts who consistently work more hours each week but whose contracts do not reflect 
the reality of their hours.  The proposals will also seek to ensure that workers are better in-
formed about the nature of their employment arrangements and their core terms and conditions 
at an early stage in their employment.  Furthermore the proposals will include provisions aimed 
particularly at low paid, more vulnerable workers.  My Department is currently engaged in a 
dialog process with ICTU and Ibec to secure broad agreement before proposals are finalised.

The Government also opposed the Banded Hours Contracts Bill 2016 because it is funda-
mentally flawed and inappropriate, lacks balance and will not work in practice.  For example, 
instead of focussing on the issue of low paid vulnerable workers, the Bill requires that all work-
ers in every sector of the economy be given additional hours on request unless the employer can 
prove they are in “severe financial difficulties”.  The Bill does not provide a basis for addressing 
issues relating to the protection of low paid vulnerable workers.
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02/11/2016WRU00350Work Permits Eligibility

02/11/2016WRU00400463. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
a person (details supplied) currently on a student’s visa can apply for a work permit; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [32552/16]

02/11/2016WRU00500Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Pat 
Breen): A person on a student visa may apply for an Employment Permit subject to all of the 
usual criteria for an Employment Permit being met.

All applications for Employment Permits are processed in line with the Employment Per-
mits Act 2006, as amended and associated regulations and current Employment Permit policy 
is to only consider new Employment Permit applications for highly skilled, highly paid posi-
tions or for positions where there is an officially recognised scarcity of supply in relation to a 
particular qualification or occupation type.  In addition, new Employment Permit applications 
are normally only considered where it is established that the employer has been unable to re-
cruit an Irish/EEA national for the post, where a minimum salary of €30,000 per annum is on 
offer based on a 39 hour week and where the position on offer is one of the occupations cur-
rently eligible for a new Employment Permit.  Full information on the policies and procedures 
currently applying are available on my Department’s website at www.djei.ie/en/What-We-Do/
Jobs-Workplace-and-Skills/Employment-Permits/.

02/11/2016WRU00550EU Programmes

02/11/2016WRU00600464. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of small and medium enterprises which have accessed funds from the EU Competitive-
ness of Enterprises and Small and Medium-sized Enterprises financial instrument since August 
2014 to date; and the amount drawn down in each instance. [32739/16]

02/11/2016WRU00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
European Union Programme for the Competitiveness of Enterprises and Small and Medium-
sized Enterprises (COSME) runs from 2014 to 2020, with an overall budget of €2.23bn.

The objectives of COSME includes facilitating access to finance for Small and Medium-
sized Enterprises (SMEs) and to increase the sustainable competitiveness of EU companies 
and help small businesses operate outside their home countries. COSME also aims to create 
an environment favourable to business creation and growth, and encourage an entrepreneurial 
culture in Europe.

This Government established the Strategic Banking Corporation Ireland (SBCI) as a na-
tional SME-focused lending institution, operating with a public policy mandate and with the ca-
pacity to serve as a platform to deliver EU financial instruments to SMEs in Ireland.  The SBCI 
is a private limited company established under the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland 
Act 2014 and the issued share capital of the SBCI is owned solely by the Minister for Finance.

The SBCI has committed under the Action Plan for Jobs to maximising our engagement 
with the relevant elements of the Multiannual Financial Framework, including COSME, so as 
to ensure there are no untapped or under utilised sources of framework or other funding avail-
able to SME sector in Ireland. In this context, it has been agreed that the emphasis should be 
on targeting those financial instruments that are potentially of most benefit to SMEs in Ireland.

I can confirm that the SBCI has obtained initial approval from the European Investment 
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Fund and should reach final agreement on a financial instrument supported by the COSME 
programme in the next few months.  This will support the provision of additional funding to 
our SMEs and ensure that they can access funding in order to expand, service new markets and 
grow employment.

02/11/2016WRU00750EU Programmes

02/11/2016WRU00800465. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if the 
loan guarantee facility under COSME, the Competitiveness of Enterprises and Small and Me-
dium-sized Enterprises, has been set up here; and if so, the instrument under which and through 
which financial intermediary. [32740/16]

02/11/2016WRU00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
European Union Programme for the Competitiveness of Enterprises and Small and Medium-
sized Enterprises (COSME) runs from 2014 to 2020, with an overall budget of €2.23bn.

The objectives of COSME includes facilitating access to finance for Small and Medium-
sized Enterprises (SMEs) and to increase the sustainable competitiveness of EU companies 
and help small businesses operate outside their home countries. COSME also aims to create 
an environment favourable to business creation and growth, and encourage an entrepreneurial 
culture in Europe.

One of the means by which this objective can be achieved is through the use of EU financial 
instruments, which are a key component of the COSME programme. The Strategic Banking 
Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) has been in active discussions with the European Investment 
Fund (EIF) on the use of European financial instruments in order to optimise the funding sup-
port available to Irish SMEs.

I am pleased to confirm that following a detailed due diligence process, the SBCI has ob-
tained initial approval from the European Investment Fund and intends to reach final agreement 
on a financial instrument supported by the COSME programme in the next few months.  

The purpose of this financial instrument will be to facilitate the deployment of additional 
funding, and to enhance access to finance for Irish SMEs which will help them scale, service 
new markets and grow employment.

The Government is committed to supporting the financing needs of SMEs in all sectors of 
the economy and ensuring that there is an adequate supply of affordable and appropriate credit 
to meet their needs.

02/11/2016WRU00950EU Programmes

02/11/2016WRU01000466. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if her 
attention has been drawn to the COSME, Competitiveness of Enterprises and Small and Medi-
um-sized Enterprises, programme improving access to finance for small and medium-sized en-
terprises; and the engagement her Department has had, if any, with State agencies and financial 
institutions on this matter. [32741/16]

02/11/2016WRU01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
European Union Programme for the Competitiveness of Enterprises and Small and Medium-
sized Enterprises (COSME) runs from 2014 to 2020, with an overall budget of €2.23bn. 
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The objectives of COSME includes facilitating access to finance for Small and Medium-
sized Enterprises (SMEs) and to increase the sustainable competitiveness of EU companies 
and help small businesses operate outside their home countries.  COSME also aims to create 
an environment favourable to business creation and growth, and encourage an entrepreneurial 
culture in Europe

I can confirm that my Department has been actively engaged with the European Commis-
sion, the Department of Finance and the Irish financial intermediaries in relation to engaging 
with the financial instruments available under the COSME programme.  

I can also confirm that the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland has obtained initial 
approval from the European Investment Fund and should reach final agreement on a financial 
instrument supported by the COSME programme in the next few months.  

This will support the provision of additional funding to SMEs in Ireland and ensure that 
they can access funding in order to expand, service new markets and grow employment.

02/11/2016WRU01150Trade Promotion

02/11/2016WRU01200467. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
she will enable Enterprise Ireland to provide support to Irish retailers investing in their online 
sales capacity with a view to developing and expanding their sales to markets outside of Ire-
land; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [32755/16]

02/11/2016WRU01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): As 
Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation I am acutely aware of the importance of online 
trading to Irish business.  According to a study commissioned by my colleague Minister Naugh-
ten earlier this year, €850,000 is being spent by Irish consumers online every hour of the day.

Enterprise Ireland’s Consumer and Retail Department, in association with the Internet Mar-
keting Unit engage with clients to help them develop their online marketing capabilities.  Work-
ing closely with the Irish Internet Association, Enterprise Ireland’s Internet Marketing Unit 
delivers a range of funded and advisory supports for SMEs to identify the best eCommerce 
solution for their clients. 

In addition, The Internet Marketing Unit provides a range of services, including strategic 
guidance, workshops and funding support to clients.  In delivering on this, the Internet Market-
ing Unit regularly organises events which can connect clients with leading experts and inform 
them on best practice.  Topics covered include Developing an Online Strategy; Online Localisa-
tion for International Markets; Search Engine Optimisation; Pay Per Click Marketing; Brand-
ing and Getting the Web Content Right. 

I chair the Retail Consultation Forum which brings together retail representative associa-
tions and other business organisations with the relevant Government Departments and public 
sector bodies.  The aim of the Forum is to provide a platform for constructive engagement be-
tween the retail sector and public sector bodies.

Taking the leap into trading online can be daunting for many retailers.  It is hard to compete 
against larger, multinational retailers. They have the advantage of being in that space for some 
time. 

The Retail and Digital Economy Working Group set up by the Retail Consultation Forum 
is examining ways in which retailers can best avail of the opportunities presented by the digital 
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economy, including the key skill requirements to support retailers to increase their digital en-
gagement and how to learn from existing supports. 

The Trading Online Vouchers Scheme, delivered by the Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) 
has been a proven success. Over 1,500 vouchers have been drawn down by microenterprises to 
assist with establishing an online trading presence. A voucher is worth up to €2,500, or 50% of 
the cost, to develop a digital/online presence with emphasis on the ability to trade online.

I am currently examining, in the context of the Action Plan for Jobs 2017, what further ac-
tions can be taken by the Enterprise Development Agencies and across Government to encour-
age more businesses to trade online.

02/11/2016WRU01350Brexit Issues

02/11/2016WRU01400468. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if she 
has created a special unit in her Department to specifically deal with Brexit; if so, the number of 
staff that are full-time tasked with the objective; the annual budget; and the specific responsibil-
ity of each person. [32847/16]

02/11/2016WRU01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): In 
the context of my Department, given the breath and diversity of policy and operational areas 
that are relevant to the UK’s decision to leave the European Union, this is a matter that impacts 
on, and is being monitored by, all of the Divisions across my Department.

Immediately following the UK referendum result, I established a Coordination Group with-
in my Department consisting of relevant enterprise, single market, and trade officials, together 
with the Chief Executive Officers of IDA and Enterprise Ireland. I chair this Group, and I will 
continue to do so as part of my Department’s ongoing response. In addition, my Department has 
also decided to establish a Senior Officials Group on Brexit, which will monitor developments 
across the Department on a regular basis at official level.

The EU Affairs Unit of my Department has exercised a dedicated overall coordination role 
across all of the relevant policy areas, and has represented my Department in the work that is 
being undertaken at cross-Government level.  In light of the volume of work to date, my De-
partment has since decided to augment these existing arrangements with the establishment of a 
Brexit Unit, led at Principal level, to work alongside our existing EU Affairs Unit as well as all 
other Business Units dealing with Brexit-impacted areas of our business.

The Management Board of my Department also co-ordinates my Departments’ own re-
sponse across all its Divisions to the referendum outcome.

02/11/2016WRU01550Brexit Issues

02/11/2016WRU01600469. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if she 
has created a special unit in IDA Ireland to specifically deal with Brexit; if so, the number of 
staff that are full time tasked with the objective; the annual budget; and the specific responsibil-
ity of each person. [32848/16]

02/11/2016WRU01700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): Pre-
paring for the possibility of Brexit has long been a priority for IDA Ireland. Before the referen-
dum the Agency established a team of senior managers to examine the potential impact of a UK 
withdrawal from the EU on Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) into Ireland.  This work intensified 
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following the result of the referendum in June and the IDA continues to engage with existing 
and prospective clients to ensure that its strategy remains fit for purpose in light of the various 
challenges that Brexit may present for Ireland.

It is important to realise that Brexit is likely to impact all of IDA Ireland’s operational divi-
sions.  Responsibility for managing Brexit as a whole cannot therefore be assigned entirely to 
a single discrete business unit within the Agency. Instead, all of the IDA’s main teams will be 
responsible for helping to address Brexit and its impacts on FDI into Ireland. 

The full extent for Ireland of the impact of the UK’s withdrawal from the EU will, of course, 
remain unclear until we know the outcome of the negotiations concerning the new arrangements 
that will govern the EU’s relationship with the UK.  However, the Government is working hard 
in the meantime to ensure that Ireland is prepared to meet challenges associated with Brexit.  In 
this context, an additional €500,000 was provided in support of the IDA’s global communica-
tions activities to allow the Agency to highlight Ireland’s attributes as a key European FDI loca-
tion post-Brexit.  Additional funding was also secured in Budget 2017 to allow for more than 50 
new posts for the Department and its agencies to support our response to Brexit.

02/11/2016WRU01750Trade Agreements

02/11/2016WRU01800470. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the status of a free trade agreement between the EU and Japan; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [32903/16]

02/11/2016WRU01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
last formal round of negotiations in the EU-Japan FTA, which was the 17th round since negotia-
tions began in 2013, took place from the 26th to 30th September, 2016.

I am pleased to report that the negotiations between the EU and Japan have accelerated and 
significant progress has been made.  Both sides are still hopeful of a successful conclusion in 
early 2017. 

The EU – Japan FTA is vitally important to both parties in order to promote an enhanced 
economic partnership that will allow for an increase in trade and investment that will bring with 
it an increase in growth and jobs.  

The last round of negotiations were divided, as during the previous rounds, between the 
various working groups which covered areas including, trade in goods (Market Access, General 
Rules and Trade Remedies); non-tariff measures and technical barriers to trade (TBT); rules 
of origin; customs and trade facilitation; sanitary and phytosanitary measures (SPS); trade in 
services; investment; procurement; intellectual property; sustainable development and dispute 
settlement.  

There has been good progress made in many chapters with quite a number almost finalised.  
With regard to the rules for trade in goods, negotiators cleared up a number of remaining issues, 
and advanced on the text with a view to conclusion by the end of the year.  On TBT, there was 
good progress on all aspects of the chapter and the majority of the text is now agreed.  On the 
customs and trade facilitation chapter, both sides advanced in consolidating views on the scope 
to provide extended trade facilitation on import and export and made progress towards settling 
the few remaining issues.  With regard to SPS measures, this round was slow but steady with 
some progress achieved in the articles examined.

On the services elements, several chapters are close to finalisation.  On investment, there 
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was significant progress in the area of investment and corporate governance.  With regard to 
corporate governance, Japan has accepted the binding objectives and commitments proposed 
by the EU. On the issue of procurement, considerable progress was achieved in the drafting of 
the chapter. Negotiators on both sides had a first detailed discussion on the entire text of a pro-
posal by the EU for a dedicated SME chapter.

Ireland is fully supportive of the EU’s trade negotiations with Japan and continues to sup-
port discussions on an ambitious FTA.  An agreement with Japan will open opportunities for 
Irish exporters and companies across a wide range of sectors as production volumes and in-
vestment opportunities increase.  In 2014, Ireland’s exports of goods to Japan were valued at 
€1.8bn, while our service exports were valued at €2.7bn.  This equated to an increase of 5% and 
8% respectfully from 2013.  

The issue of growing market share in other markets is made even more important as a result 
of the recent UK referendum on its membership of the EU.

02/11/2016WRU01950Departmental Legal Costs

02/11/2016WRU02000471. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the amount that her Department spent on external legal advice in each of the years 2013, 2014 
and 2015; the names of each of the legal firms that provided advice to her Department in each 
of those years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [32909/16]

02/11/2016WRU02100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
following tables set out the amount spent on external legal advice in the years 2013, 2014 and 
2015.  My Department seeks, where possible, to minimise legal costs.  The Department avails 
of the services of the Chief State Solicitors office and the Attorney General’s office for the 
provision of legal advice where possible. The services of legal cost accountants are availed of 
where fees demanded appear to be high.

2013

Legal Advice Provider Description of Service Cost
John Hennessy S.C. Advice in relation to investiga-

tions under Section 19 of the 
Companies Act 1990

16,514.00

Nessa Cahill Counsels’ Opinions (ODCE) 6,088.50
Paul Anthony McDermott Counsels’ Opinions (ODCE) 615.00
Philip Rahn Counsels’ Opinions (ODCE) 

(2 services)
1,414.50

Una Ni Raifeartaigh Counsels’ Opinions (ODCE) 615.00
Counsel’s Fees, SCA Solici-
tors fees, and Plaintiff’s legal 
costs. (CRO)

27,914.00

Kilroys Solicitors Provision of legal advice on 
Export Credit Insurance issues

4,305.00

Gary Fitzgerald, BL Legal services for Statutory 
Instruments

4,875.00
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Legal Advice Provider Description of Service Cost
Jennifer Goode BL Legal Scrutiny & Settlement 

of draft Ministerial Regula-
tions in relation to transposi-
tion of Directive 2012/45/
EU regarding the Carriage of 
Dangerous Goods by Road. 
(S.I No. 238 of 2013)

1,845.00 

Claire Bruton BL. Legal Scrutiny & Settlement 
of draft Safety, Health & Wel-
fare at Work (Construction) 
Regulations 2013 (S.I No. 291 
of 2013)

3,813.00 

A&L Goodbody Legal advice, assistance in 
drafting Workplace Relations 
Bill

59,746.00

Clare Bruton BL Fees paid to barrister for equal 
status advice

€1,030.00

Claire Bruton BL Legal Scrutiny & Settlement 
of draft Safety, Health & Wel-
fare at Work (Construction) 
Regulations 2013 (S.I No. 291 
of 2013)

3,813.00 

2014

Legal Firm Description of Service Cost
Philip Rahn Counsels’ Opinions (ODCE) (2 

services)
5,431.68

Una Ní Raifeartaigh Counsels’ Opinions (ODCE) (2 
services)

3,920.62

Matheson, Ormsby, Prentice Legal Advice in respect of draft 
Grocery Goods Regulations

20,690.94

Conor Feeney BL and Noel 
Travers BL

Legal advice re draft Employ-
ment Permit Regulations. 

3,321

Jennifer Goode BL Legal Scrutiny & Settlement of 
the draft Dangerous Substances 
(Retail and Private Petroleum 
Stores) (Amendment) Regula-
tions 2014 (S.I. No. 574 of 
2014)

307.50

Alan Haugh, BL Legal advice, assistance in draft-
ing Workplace Relations Bill

€27,336.75

Rosemary Healy Rae, BL Fees paid to barrister for legal 
advice on unpaid work

€738.00

2015
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Legal Firm Description of Service Cost
Ailill O’Reilly Counsels’ Opinions (ODCE) 5,842.50
David Dodd Counsels’ Opinions (ODCE) 3,690.00
Philip Rahn Counsels’ Opinions (ODCE) 2,263.20
Sean Gillane Counsels’ Opinions (ODCE) (2 

services)
7,687.50

Kilroys Solicitors Legal advice on Export Credit 
Insurance issues

4,802.00

Conor Feeney BL Legal advice re online employ-
ment permit application forms. 

308.00

Jennifer Goode BL Legal Scrutiny & Settlement of 
draft Ministerial Regulations 
on transposition of Directive 
2014/103/EU (Carriage of Dan-
gerous Goods by Road & Use of 
Transportable Pressure Equip-
ment) (S.I. 288 of 2015)

1,845.00

Jennifer Goode BL Legal Scrutiny and Settlement 
of draft Amendment Machinery 
Regulations to give part effect to 
the provisions of EU Regulation 
167/2013 (S.I. 621 of 2015).

307.50

Alan Haugh BL Fees paid to barrister for legal 
advice, assistance in drafting 
Workplace Relations Bill

€17,066.26

Alan Haugh BL Fees paid to barrister for regula-
tory advice

€824.00

Anthony Kerr BL Fees paid to barrister for legal 
advice on domestic workers

€615.00

Conor Power BL Fees paid to barrister for E-com-
merce advice 

€1,030.00

Rosemary Healy Rae, 
BL

Fees paid to barrister for legal 
advice on taxation

€1,030.00

Paul Anthony McDer-
mott

Fees paid to barrister for legal 
advice data protection

€1,030.00€824.00

02/11/2016WRU02150European Investment Bank Loans

02/11/2016WRU02200472. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if Ire-
land has been a beneficiary of the InnovFin fund; and the extent to which it has benefitted in 
financial terms. [32970/16]

02/11/2016WRU02300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): “In-
novFin – EU Finance for Innovators” is a joint initiative of the European Investment Bank 
Group and the European Commission under Horizon 2020. InnovFin consists of a series of 
integrated and complementary financing tools and advisory services offered by the EIB Group, 
covering the entire value chain of research and innovation in order to support investments from 
the smallest to the largest enterprise.  The funding accessed by Ireland to date is listed in the 
following table:
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Applicant Provider, funding (€) Description
Bank of Ireland EIF, 50M SME Guarantee: €100M, 2 

years, provides guarantees and 
counter-guarantees on debt 
financing of between €300,000 
and €7.5 million, in order to 
improve access to debt finance 
for innovative SMEs and small 
midcaps (up to 499 employees) 

Enet (Granahan McCourt 
Capital)

EIB, 12M Expansion of next generation 
fibre optic telecom infrastruc-
ture across Ireland by open-ac-
cess network operator: includes 
the delivery of ‘Fibre to the 
Business’ (FTTB) networks in 
a number of Irish towns and 
cities, including Claremorris, 
Loughrea, Ardee and Kilkenny

Fineos EIB, 15M MidCap Growth Finance
TOTAL: 77M

02/11/2016WRU02350IDA Site Visits

02/11/2016WRU02400473. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of IDA site visits per county in 2016 in tabular form; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [32974/16]

02/11/2016WRU02500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): IDA 
Ireland collates data on site visits on a quarterly basis.  The latest data available is to the end of 
the third quarter of 2016, during which there were 489 site visits countrywide. The breakdown 
by county of those visits is provided in the enclosed table.

In 2015, 57% of site visits were to locations outside of the capital, up from 43% in 2014. 
Figures for 2016 shows that this trend is continuing, with 58% of visits conducted so far this 
year being outside of Dublin. 

It should be remembered that the decision by a company as to where to locate can be influ-
enced by a number of factors. These include access to qualified talent, proximity to transport 
hubs, the ready supply of suitable property and the availability of business support services.

While IDA Ireland actively encourages its clients to locate or expand in regional locations, 
ultimately the final decision always rests with the company concerned. 

IDA Ireland Jobs Statistics 2015; Site Visits 2015 and to end Quarter 3 2016 by County

County Total Jobs New Jobs2015 Site Visits 2015 To Date(end Q3 
2016)

Carlow 768 19 1 8
Cavan 1,165 29 0 1
Clare 6,599 646 12 13
Cork 31,900 4,062 48 43
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County Total Jobs New Jobs2015 Site Visits 2015 To Date(end Q3 
2016)

Donegal 2,918 330 5 6
Dublin 77,244 8,864 242 204
Galway 14,297 1,267 41 33
Kerry 1,931 89 6 3
Kildare 10,313 679 7 7
Kilkenny 650 9 10 10
Laois 97 10 4 6
Leitrim 423 16 8 6
Limerick 8,849 1,018 40 39
Longford 686 46 2 5
Louth 3,245 317 20 17
Mayo 3,981 159 3 4
Meath 1,571 89 7 7
Monaghan 146 52 2 2
Offaly 902 58 8 4
Roscommon 936 99 2 1
Sligo 2,029 132 15 13
Tipperary 3,518 95 12 8
Waterford 5,662 536 31 15
Westmeath 2,529 212 28 24
Wexford 2,486 101 4 6
Wicklow 2,211 49 7 4
Total 187,056 18,983 565 489

02/11/2016WRU02550EU Directives

02/11/2016WRU02600474. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the status 
of the transposition of EU directive 2014/56/EU; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[33048/16]

02/11/2016WRU02700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
EU Audit Directive 2014/56/EU was transposed by means of a statutory instrument in June, 
2016.   I signed the European Union (Statutory Audits) (Directive 2006/43/EC, as amended by 
Directive 2014/56/EU, and Regulation (EU) No 537/2014) Regulations 2016 (S. I. No. 312 of 
2016) on 15 June 2016 and they took effect on 17 June 2016.  

This Statutory Instrument gives effect to Ireland’s obligations under the EU audit reform 
package, comprising Directive (2014/56/EU), which amends Directive 2006/43/EC, and a Reg-
ulation (EU) No 537/2014.  

There are some options in both the Directive and the Regulation which I consider would 
be beneficial but were not appropriate for a Statutory Instrument.  I intend to take these in the 
context of bringing a General Scheme of a Bill to Government before the end of the year.

02/11/2016WRU02750Legislative Programme



Questions - Written Answers

332

02/11/2016WRU02800475. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the esti-
mated timeframe for the implementation of the Companies (Accounting) Bill 2016; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [33049/16]

02/11/2016WRU02900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
Companies (Accounting) Bill 2016 was published on 5 August 2016 and is scheduled for Sec-
ond Stage in Dáil Éireann on 2 November.   As matters stand, the Select Committee on Jobs, 
Enterprise and Innovation is scheduled to take the Bill through Committee Stage on 22 No-
vember. The timeframe for passage and enactment thereafter will depend on the availability of 
parliamentary time.

02/11/2016WRU02950Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement

02/11/2016WRU03000476. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation her views 
on the upcoming Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement and its implications for Ire-
land; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [31818/16]

02/11/2016WRU03100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic Trade Agreement (CETA) represents a modern high 
standard Agreement which has the ability to set a new global standard for Trade Agreements.  
It will increase access to public contracts, open up markets for services and offer predictable 
conditions for investors. For the first time, Canadian provinces, territories and municipalities 
will open their procurement markets to a third country, going well beyond what Canada has of-
fered previously.  Canada’s provincial procurement market is estimated to be double the size of 
its federal equivalent.

CETA will save on duty costs as 99.6% of all industrial tariffs will be eliminated on entry 
into force.  Irish firms will also benefit from the recognition of product standards and certifica-
tion, thus saving on ‘double testing’ on both sides of the Atlantic.  These are some of the benefits 
of the trade deal with Canada as well as providing new market opportunities in many sectors 
for Irish firms.

Over the years, Ireland has developed an important pig meat export trade to Canada, there 
is now potential to develop the export businesses for Irish beef and lamb also. The removal of 
the Canadian 26.5% import tariff is significant.

The issue of growing market share in other markets is made even more important by the 
result of the UK referendum on its membership of the EU.  CETA and the EU’s other trade 
agreements help to open new markets, break down barriers and provide new opportunities for 
Irish firms.

Ireland stands to gain substantially from this agreement and I am looking forward to Irish 
firms enjoying the benefits and new opportunities as soon as possible.

02/11/2016WRU03150Proposed Legislation

02/11/2016WRU03200477. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the measures including new legislation she is taking to address ticket touting; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [27222/16]

02/11/2016WRU03300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): I 
am aware of the public concern about the secondary sale of tickets for entertainment and sport-
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ing events.  The issues around ticket resale are not straightforward and it is important that any 
possible legislative or other response is based on a thorough examination of the secondary 
ticket market and its relationship to the primary ticket market.  I am currently considering in 
conjunction with the Minister of State for Tourism and Sport how best such an examination can 
be undertaken with a view to identifying measures aimed at securing fairer access to tickets for 
consumers.

02/11/2016WRU03350Special Educational Needs Service Provision

02/11/2016WRU03400478. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
review the case of a person (details supplied) who requires a special needs assistant, SNA; and 
the process for accessing an SNA for preschool children. [32553/16]

02/11/2016WRU03500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy has 
asked specifically about the provision of a Special Needs Assistant.  The Department of Chil-
dren and Youth Affairs does not fund these services which are provided by the Department of 
Education and Skills.

However, the Access and Inclusion Model (AIM), which is a new programme of supports 
to enable children with a disability to access and fully participate in the Early Childhood Care 
and Education (ECCE) programme, was introduced in June 2016 and is administered by Pobal 
on behalf of my Department. The degree of support provided depends on the needs of the child 
in the context of the pre-school service.  Further information is available at http://aim.gov.ie/.  
At present the scheme covers the ECCE programme only.  As the Early Start Programme falls 
under the remit of the Minister for Education and Skills, I have brought the matter to the atten-
tion of that Department and asked if officials could respond directly.

The Early Start centres funded by DES are staffed by primary school teachers and a child 
care assistant also works with each group.  This teacher-led staffing arrangement and compara-
tively favourable staff to child ratio is intended to support a range of special educational needs 
associated with concentrated disadvantage.  However, no SNA allocation is provided until the 
child is enrolled in junior infants.  The Special Education Support Service (SESS), also pro-
vides access to supports and teacher training that will help teachers in Early Start centres to 
support students with special educational needs.

02/11/2016WRU03550Child Care Law Reporting Project

02/11/2016WRU03600479. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will consider providing funding for the Childcare Law Reporting Project when it concludes in 
2017. [32635/16]

02/11/2016WRU03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Child Care 
Law Reporting Project (CCLRP) is an independent project authorised under Section 29 of the 
Child Care Act 1991 (as amended by the Child Care (Amendment) Act 2007), and in accor-
dance with Regulations made under that Section, to report on child care proceedings.  This 
five-year project is supported in its work by my Department, the One Foundation and Atlantic 
Philanthropies.  

The original aims and objectives of the project were to:

-  Provide information to the public on child care proceedings in the courts;
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-  Conduct research on these proceedings in order to promote debate and inform policy-
makers;

-  Make recommendations to address any short-comings in the child care system identified 
by the research;

-  Assist in the implementation of these recommendations; and

-  Promote confidence in the child care system.

The project published 12 volumes of case reports between 2013 and 2015. These have high-
lighted variations in child care applications and outcomes, including by region, ethnicity and by 
family status.  It has also published two interim reports followed by a final report in November 
2015.  

The CCLRP has now moved to a new phase of work, focusing on more complex and pro-
tracted cases. Overseen by NUIG, in conjunction with my Department, Tusla and Atlantic Phi-
lanthropies, this new strand aims to establish:

-  Factors associated with cases that are prolonged and expensive in terms of resources, 
including: expert reports and witnesses; engagement with the family prior to the making of the 
application; the preparation of the cases; the extent to which the conditions for the reunification 
of the family form part of the application;

-  The circumstances in which GALs are appointed by the court and the circumstances in 
which they are granted legal representation;

-  What assessments are required during applications, what the time-scale is for such assess-
ments, who carries them out, the extent to which they are disputed and by whom, and the impact 
of the on-going assessments on the conduct of proceeding;

-  Variations in the evidential requirements for the making of the order requested;

-  The impact of various legal and procedural provisions on the conduct of the proceedings, 
and the need, if any, for their revision.

In keeping with current reporting procedures, all cases reported upon will be anonymised. It 
is anticipated that a first draft of the research findings will be available next year.  Department 
of Children and Youth Affairs funding for the project will continue into 2017 when the project, 
as agreed, will conclude.

02/11/2016WRU03750Early Childhood Care and Education

02/11/2016WRU03800480. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the rea-
son it is not possible to split the early childhood care and education, ECCE, grant between two 
service providers for all parents (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [32690/16]

02/11/2016WRU03900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Under the rules 
of the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme, a child’s place cannot be split 
between different services.  Exemptions are only granted in the following exceptional circum-
stances:

(i)  where the parents of a child with a disability choose to send their child to a pre-school 
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in a disability service for part of the week and to a mainstream pre-school for the remainder of 
the week in order to benefit the child’s development or;

(ii) where the parents of a child are separated and have a joint custody agreement, which 
makes it impossible for the child to attend the same pre-school due to the location of the parents. 

The main purpose of the provision of the ECCE place is to support the learning and develop-
ment of the child. In that respect, early years education supports a child’s development of iden-
tity and belonging, as set out in Aistear.  This entails the child having secure and consistent key 
relationships with adults and their peers. Moving a child between two ECCE services would not 
be considered best practice or in the interests of the child in that context.

Moving a child between services like this will result in additional educational and routine 
transitions to be negotiated by the child which may impact negatively and cause stress.  In addi-
tion, if the settings provide divergent curriculum approaches it could be confusing and difficult 
for the child to adapt and from the setting’s perspective, it may impact negatively on the practi-
tioner’s ability to coherently plan for and assess the child’s learning and development.

02/11/2016WRU03950Departmental Legal Costs

02/11/2016WRU04000481. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
amount her Department spent on external legal advice in each of the years 2013, 2014 and 
2015; the names of each of the legal firms that provided advice to her Department in each of 
those years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [32916/16]

02/11/2016WRU04100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): No expenditure 
was incurred directly by my Department in the years 2013 to 2015 for the provision of services 
in respect of external legal advice.

02/11/2016WRU04150Early Childhood Care and Education Funding

02/11/2016WRU04200482. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views on 
the case of a person (details supplied) regarding the early childhood care and education scheme; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [32933/16]

02/11/2016WRU04300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Any child who 
was granted a pro rata arrangement to split their ECCE place over two preschool years for 
2015/2016 and 2016/2017, will now be entitled to receive five days per week on the ECCE pro-
gramme for the year 2016/17, as a result of the expansion of the ECCE programme in Septem-
ber 2016.  In the case of the individual specified by the Deputy, this person will be entitled to 
five days per week on the ECCE programme for 2016/2017 and officials from my Department 
have been in contact with Better Start to update them on this matter.

02/11/2016WRU04350Defence Forces Investigations

02/11/2016WRU04400483. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the source of in-
formation provided on pages 109 and 111 of the independent review lead by a person (details 
supplied) pertaining to the deaths of three Irish soldiers in the Lebanon in 1989. [32547/16]

02/11/2016WRU04500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): On 19 April 2011, 
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Mr. Frank Callanan, SC, was commissioned to carry out an independent review into matters 
relevant to the deaths of Corporal Fintan Heneghan, Private Mannix Armstrong and Private 
Thomas Walsh on 21 March 1989 while serving with the 64th Infantry Battalion, United Na-
tions Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL).  Mr. Callanan’s warrant of appointment, signed by 
the then Minister for Defence, directed that the reviewer be facilitated in any requests he may 
have had in the course of his review for access to facilities, personnel and documentation.  The 
Terms of Reference for the review also specified that the reviewer be provided with access to all 
available documentation relevant to the events or to the service in UNIFIL of the 64th Infantry 
Battalion and any other documentation requested by the reviewer.   

The report had a very wide remit in terms of consultation with serving/retired personnel and 
institutions such as Military Archives and does not provide source references.  In conducting 
his review, Mr. Callanan obtained information and documentation from a number of sources, 
including Military Archives, unit history and unit journals pertaining to the 64th Infantry Bat-
talion and material provided directly by a number of witnesses including current and former 
members of the Defence Forces.  A list of these witnesses is provided in Appendix 2 of Mr. 
Callanan’s review, which was published on 19 September 2011.  Mr. Callanan has advised my 
Department that he did not retain any records that could shed light on the Deputy’s questions 
beyond what is contained in the Independent Review itself. 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere sympathies to the fami-
lies of Corporal Heneghan and Privates Armstrong and Walsh.

02/11/2016WRU04550Service Medals

02/11/2016WRU04600484. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the reason ex-
members of the Naval Service who served on Operation Pontus on board LE Niamh from July 
to October 2015 are being excluded from medal ceremonies on 5 November 2016 to mark the 
service of Operation Pontus. [32651/16]

02/11/2016WRU04700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I have been ad-
vised by the military authorities that Ex Service members of the Naval Service are not being 
excluded from the Defence Forces International Operational Service Medal (IOSM) ceremony 
taking place in Cobh on 5 November 2016   . 

I wish to advise the Deputy that provisions are being made to invite recently retired Naval 
Service personnel, who qualify for the award of IOSM to two separate IOSM ceremonies at 
which they will be presented with their medals.  In addition to the ceremony being held in Cobh 
on 5 November 2016, a ceremony will also be held in Dun Laoghaire on 26 November 2016.  
With regards the ceremony being held in Cobh this weekend, I understand that a total of 16 
retired Naval Service personnel, who qualify for the award of the IOSM, are being invited.

02/11/2016WRU04750Departmental Legal Costs

02/11/2016WRU04800485. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the 
amount his Department spent on external legal advice in each of the years 2013, 2014 and 2015; 
the names of each of the legal firms that provided advice to his Department in each of those 
years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32917/16]

02/11/2016WRU04900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): During the period 
2013-2015 the main requirement for legal services in my Department was in the context of liti-
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gation, usually in the form of administrative law and personal injury proceedings.  The Chief 
State Solicitor’s Office and the State Claims Agency managed and provided legal representa-
tion in relation to all cases taken against the Minister for Defence. 

Outside of the cases managed by the Chief State Solicitor’s Office and the State Claims 
Agency, professional legal and advisory services were also supplied to my Department by a 
legal representative based in Lebanon in the years 2014 and 2015.  Payments made in respect 
of these services were as follows:

Year Amount
2014  €10,000
2015  €15,100.49


