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        Questions Nos. 1 to 9, inclusive, answered orally

  Questions Nos. 10 to 14, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 15 to 22, inclusive, answered orally.

18/10/2016WRA00550Palliative Care Services Provision

18/10/2016WRA0060023. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health when the urgent funding will be 
allocated for a full time palliative care social worker in Longford-Westmeath, considering the 
willingness of a hospice (details supplied) to fund the position for three years and the acknowl-
edgement of the HSE in 2012 that this position is essential and that it would be funded; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [30300/16]

18/10/2016WRA00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): It is the Gov-
ernment’s intention that people will be provided with the type of palliative care services that 
they need regardless of what diagnosis they have, how old they are or whether they die in a 
hospice, an acute hospital, a nursing home or at home.  

Significant progress has been made in recent years in improving access to specialist pallia-
tive care services. Several new hospices have opened and community specialist palliative care 
home care teams have been boosted. The HSE is working with local hospice groups in several 
locations, including the Midlands, to ensure equity of access to specialist palliative care across 
the country.

I am pleased to confirm that the HSE has given approval to fill the palliative care social 
worker post in Longford/Westmeath for a period of three years. North Westmeath Hospice has 
agreed to fund the post for the three year period. The post is currently with the HSE’s National 
Recruitment Service and is expected to be filled early in 2017. 

I am informed by the HSE that the Chief Officer of CHO 8 has had a series of positive en-
gagements with the Hospice organisations across the Midlands counties and has made progress 
on priorities such as the filling of social work and nursing posts in the specialist palliative care 
home care teams. A joint working group has also been established by CHO 8, the acute hospi-
tals in the Midlands, and the national lead for palliative care to address the unique challenges 
the Midlands region faces in seeking to develop specialist palliative care. This joint working 
group will focus on developing staffing and capital resources in the Midlands in the coming 
years.

  Questions Nos. 24 to 28, inclusive, answered orally.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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18/10/2016WRA00850Mental Health Services Provision

18/10/2016WRA0090029. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health the targets in place for child and 
adolescent mental health service teams staff levels in CHO, community health care organisa-
tions, 3 in 2017 to bring them closer to the target set in A Vision for Change; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [30672/16]

18/10/2016WRA01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): There are 
67 Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Teams and extra services for special service 
needs have also been introduced in recent years. The HSE is committed to addressing  all Child 
and Adolescent Mental Health Service needs,  including the 16-18 age cohort. Using additional 
funding provided in recent years, the staffing and range of Child and Adolescent Mental Health 
Service teams has been significantly expanded. This will continue in 2017 using the additional 
funding for mental health services recently announced in Budget 2017.

Community Healthcare Organisation Area 3 covers Clare, Limerick, North Tipperary and 
East Limerick. The most recent survey of the staffing of Child and Adolescent Mental Health 
Services carried out in October 2016 recorded staffing at 53.7 whole time equivalents. A further 
13 additional staff  are currently being recruited.  A Vision for Change,   recommended that there 
should be a total of 6  Child and Adolescent Mental Health teams in the Mid West area and I can 
confirm that there are 6 teams in the Mid West Mental Health Services. 

The question of enhancing Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services, including teams 
in the Mid West, will be further examined in the context of finalisation of the Health Service 
Executive Service Plan for 2017 in the coming weeks.

18/10/2016WRA01050Primary Care Centres Provision

18/10/2016WRA0110030. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health his views regarding the lack of 
provision of primary care centres in Clondalkin and Lucan; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30293/16]

18/10/2016WRA01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Programme for a Partnership Govern-
ment commits to a decisive shift towards primary care to provide better care close to home for 
communities around the country. Primary Care Centres are an integral part of this because of 
the range of multi-disciplinary services they can provide and the role they can play in keeping 
people who don’t need to be in an acute setting out of hospital.

All potential primary care infrastructure is subject to suitable locations being offered or 
provided or available, subject to successful planning processes and GP commitment to shar-
ing accommodation and delivering healthcare services with HSE staff. The operational lease 
mechanism is subject to market pressures such as the developers’ access to adequate financing 
and these factors are outside the control of the Health Service Executive. 

I can advise the Deputy that in Clondalkin, Primary Care Services are provided from three 
Health Centres - Boot Road, Rowlagh and Deansrath. In Lucan, Primary Care Services are pro-
vided from two Health Centres - Lucan Village and Rosse Court.

The planning permission for the proposed Primary Care Centre in Lucan, which was to be 
delivered by the operational lease mechanism, was rejected on appeal by An Bord Pleanála. As 
a result, the HSE has withdrawn the agreement for lease and is currently investigating alterna-
tive options for the provision of a Centre in the area.



Questions - Written Answers

154

The HSE’s Boot Road Health Centre site in Clondalkin was identified for redevelopment 
as a Primary Care Centre. However, following planning process delays and the preparation of 
detail design and tender documents, the developer, who also owns an adjoining site, was unable 
to source the required finance to develop the entire site, as intended.  A number of interested 
parties have contacted the HSE in relation to the development of a Centre for Clondalkin and I 
am confident that agreement to provide a new Primary Care Centre in the area will be achieved.

The HSE will ensure that the services currently being delivered from the Boot Road Health 
Centre will continue to be delivered in the area until a new Primary Care Centre is developed.  

The planned Primary Care Centre for Rowlagh and North Clondalkin, which is to be pro-
vided by direct build, is subject to planning permission being granted for the development.

18/10/2016WRA01250Mental Health Services Provision

18/10/2016WRA0130031. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the targets in place for commu-
nity psychiatry of old age service teams staff levels in 2017 to bring them closer to the target set 
in A Vision for Change; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30651/16]

18/10/2016WRA01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The most 
recent survey of the staffing of Psychiatry of Old Age Services carried out in December 2015 
recorded staffing at over 300 whole time equivalents. This does not include a further 30 addi-
tional Psychiatry of Old Age posts approved through Programme for Government Funding, and 
which are currently being recruited.

  A Vision for Change   recommended that there should be a total of 552 staff. The additional 
posts currently being recruited will both be used to add to existing teams and in some cases 
provide for development of new teams. 

The HSE will shortly submit its National Service Plan for 2017 which will utilise the total 
funding available, and in particular the increased funding provided by Government, to further 
implement   A Vision for Change.

18/10/2016WRA01450Hospitals Building Programme

18/10/2016WRA0150032. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health regarding the planning for 
a new hospital for County Galway on the grounds of Merlin Park, in view of the fact that the 
capacity of the existing hospital is number one on the risk register and that the clinical director 
and the chief executive officer of the hospital and the management of a group (details supplied) 
have all confirmed that a new hospital is necessary; if this was discussed or raised at his recent 
meeting with the group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30394/16]

18/10/2016WRA01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Galway University Hospitals comprise of 
University Hospital Galway (UHG), a model 4 tertiary referral centre, and Merlin Park Hospi-
tal, a model 2 hospital, both located in the city of Galway.

A number of significant projects have been completed in UHG in recent years. These in-
clude the Clinical Research Facility, the upgrade of the Maternity Unit and the CF out-patient 
department.

In addition, major developments currently underway include construction of a 75 bedded 
Clinical Ward Block and an Adult Acute Mental Health Unit. Planned developments include a 
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Radiation Oncology Project, new Blood and Tissue laboratory facilities and replacement of the 
current cardiac catheterisation laboratories, CT Radiotherapy and Radiology facilities.

Further, the Programme for a Partnership Government states that a new ED for UHG is 
currently being  designed with a view to funding for construction being provided as part of 
the 2017 Capital Plan Review. The Saolta University Healthcare Group has advised that a cost 
benefit analysis in respect of this project is being finalised.

Given previous and on-going investment at the University Hospital Galway site, it would 
not represent value for money to develop a new hospital in the region.  Accordingly, further 
investment in particular hospitals will be considered based upon the strategic priorities put 
forward by the Saolta University Healthcare Group and the competing demands on the Acute 
Hospitals Infrastructure Programme nationally. 

The establishment of hospital groups provides opportunities to ensure that the most effective 
delivery of services is achieved across both the UHG and Merlin Park Hospital sites and that 
planning across sites ensures they are developed in line with the priority needs of the region.

Discussions at my recent meeting focused in particular on the immediate priorities of a new 
Emergency Department and the 75 bed clinical ward block.

18/10/2016WRA01650Nursing Homes Support Scheme

18/10/2016WRA0170033. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if resources for the nursing home 
support scheme will be increased in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30642/16]

18/10/2016WRA01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme (NHSS) is a system of financial support for those in need of long-term 
nursing home care.  Participants contribute to the cost of their care according to their means 
while the State pays the balance of the cost.  The Scheme aims to ensure that long-term nursing 
home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that people are cared for in the most 
appropriate settings.  

Funding of  €940 million will be available for the Scheme in 2017. This is an increase of 
€18.5million on the projected outturn for 2016. In line with the commitment contained in the 
Programme for a Partnership Government the funding provided will mean that approved ap-
plicants will have access to funding within approximately 4 weeks. The Scheme will support 
an additional 500 people in 2017 increasing the number supported  to just over 23,600 by the 
end of the year.

18/10/2016WRA01850National Treatment Purchase Fund

18/10/2016WRA0190034. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health his views on the September 2016 
figures from the National Treatment Purchase Fund which showed that 2,964 persons are wait-
ing more than 12 months for an outpatient appointment in the Midland Regional Hospital, Tul-
lamore; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30666/16]

18/10/2016WRA02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A key challenge for our health system is to 
ensure that patients have timely access to health services, in light of increasing demand. This 
Government is committed to a sustained focus on improving wait times, particularly for those 
waiting longest.
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The key issue is how long they wait. According to the September waiting list data published 
by the NTPF, 78% of patients on the outpatient waiting list for Midland Regional Hospital, Tul-
lamore are waiting less than 12 months for their appointment and nearly 89% are waiting less 
than 15 months.

My Department works closely with the HSE and the NTPF to implement measures to re-
duce waiting times. At my request, in August, the HSE developed an action plan to reduce, by 
year end, the number of patients currently waiting 18 months or more for an impatient / daycase 
procedure.

Also the NTPF is currently implementing an Endoscopy Initiative which aims to ensure 
that, by year end, no patient will be waiting 12 months or more for an endoscopy procedure. 

Furthermore, €7m of the Winter Initiative funding is to be utilised to fund a targeted waiting 
list programme to provide treatment for patients waiting for orthopaedic, spinal and scoliosis 
procedures.

Finally, the Budget 2017 provides for the treatment of our longest-waiting patients. €20m is 
being allocated to the NTPF, rising to €55m in 2018. Planning of this initiative is at an advanced 
stage by the NTPF, my Department and the HSE.

18/10/2016WRA02050General Practitioner Contracts

18/10/2016WRA0210035. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Health the status of the negotiations of 
general practitioner contracts; if there is a plan for the key components; the details of same; and 
the deadline for the completion of the contract negotiations. [30688/16]

18/10/2016WRA02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The development of primary care is central 
to the Government’s objective to deliver a high-quality, integrated and cost effective health 
service.  The Programme for Government commits to a decisive shift within the health service 
towards primary care in order to deliver better care close to home in communities across the 
country. The development of a new, modernised contract for the provision of general practitio-
ner services will be a key element in facilitating this process. 

Engagements to date have seen the Department of Health, HSE and IMO agree a number 
of service developments including: the introduction of a Diabetes Cycle of Care for adult pa-
tients with Type 2 Diabetes; an enhanced support framework for rural GPs, which is expected 
to double the number of qualifying GPs to about 330; and a revised list of special items of ser-
vice under the contract to encourage the provision of more services in the primary care setting. 
These measures, combined with the under-6s and over-70s initiatives, will increase the financial 
support for general practice. 

Preparations for the next phase of discussions on a new GP contract are under way. These 
discussions will address a wide range of issues, including the role of GPs in delivering chronic 
care within the community. I expect that further engagement with GP representative bodies on 
these matters will take place this year. As with any negotiation-type process, the engagement 
may take some time. While I am of course anxious to see good progress made, it is not my in-
tention to set a deadline for completion of discussions.

Accident and Emergency Departments

18/10/2016WRB0020036. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health his views on the substantial in-
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crease in overcrowding in the emergency department in the Midland Regional Hospital, Port-
laoise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30668/16]

18/10/2016WRB00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Pressures on Emergency Departments in 
general have been rising, as the population is both growing and aging.  The HSE has reported an 
overall increase of approx. 5% in patient attendances at EDs nationally this year and an increase 
of 2% in attendances at the ED in the Midland Regional Hospital, Portlaoise.  It is essential that 
in the coming winter, every effort is made by hospitals to ensure that patients attending EDs 
experience a safer, better quality service provided in the most appropriate setting.  

The HSE has advised that Portlaoise Hospital has developed a wide range of measures to 
assist in managing capacity pressures in the hospital.  This includes an escalation system, which 
is in place during periods of increased activity, for effective management of beds where elderly 
patients and patients at risk are prioritised.  The hospital has a Winter Capacity Plan to assist in 
managing the demand for services over the winter period. 

The appointment of an Assistant Director of Nursing for Patient Flow will also assist in en-
suring the optimal use of available beds in the hospital and facilitate timely patient flow.  This 
appointment is expected shortly. In addition, the recruitment of an Advanced Nurse Practitioner 
will improve experience time in ED for patients with minor injuries. This post is currently being 
progressed by the National Recruitment Service.

Furthermore, the Hospital also works closely with the community health colleagues to max-
imise and prioritise access to long stay and intermediate care beds to ensure timely discharge of 
patients to the most appropriate setting.

Performance Management Systems

18/10/2016WRB0040037. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a defini-
tion for underperformance in the context of the performance and accountability framework 
within the HSE specifically for those staff who are not regulated by a professional regulatory 
body; the persons of bodies who, as part of the performance and accountability framework, 
agree performance targets with the accountable officers; if flexibility exists within the required 
financial plans for situations where demand for human resources and staff exceeds the targets 
and funding set under the plan; the recourse that is made in such a situation; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [30508/16]

18/10/2016WRB00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE Performance and Accountability 
Framework makes explicit the responsibilities of health service managers in relation to the 
four equally important domains of Access to Services, Quality and Safety of those Services, 
delivery within the Financial Resources available and effectively harnessing the efforts of the 
Workforce. The Framework ensures that designated managers are explicitly and personally ac-
countable for managing the performance of services within their allocated budget. Accountable 
officers are named for each Hospital Group, for each Community Health Organisation, for the 
National Ambulance Service,  for the Primary Care Reimbursement Service, and  for the Nurs-
ing Home Support Scheme.

Key features of the Accountability Framework are the formal Performance Agreements 
which are in place at two levels. The first level is the National Director Performance Agree-
ment between the Director General and each National Director.  The second level is between 
the Hospital Group CEO’s and the National Director of Acute Hospitals and between the Com-
munity Health Organisation Chief Officer’s and the National Directors for community services.  
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National Directors are accountable for the delivery of their Divisional component of the Na-
tional Service Plan and this is  reflected in each Performance Agreement. The HSE has allocated 
maximum expenditure levels to Accountable Officers and they are now fully responsible and 
accountable for managing the performance of services and resources including staffing levels 
within their allocated budget. Accountable Officers are required to prepare a financial plan in 
line with their Performance Agreement with the National Director setting out  the actions they 
will take to meet the agreed performance targets within the financial allocation. This is required 
to be signed off by both the Accountable Officer and their senior manager. 

In the context of the Performance and Accountability Framework underperformance in-
cludes performance that  places patients or service users at risk, fails to meet the required stan-
dards for that service or   departs from what is considered normal practice. It is important to note 
that accountability encompasses performance in the areas of service access, quality, finance and 
human resources and evaluation of performance. Managers are expected to lead the improve-
ment of performance across all dimensions. Flexibility regarding the utilisation of resources 
exists within the agreed expenditure levels. The Performance and Accountability Framework 
provides for the HSE to closely monitor the delivery of services in accordance with the agreed 
targets and within the agreed financial allocation and for the HSE to take appropriate steps in 
terms of support and/or intervention as and when the need arises.

Health Services Provision

18/10/2016WRB0060038. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the cuts which have been imposed 
on a day care centre (details supplied); the reason these cuts have taken place; if staff were noti-
fied of the downgrading of services; the services on offer to service users at present in tabular 
form; his plans to increase day care at the centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30295/16]

18/10/2016WRB00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I have been 
assured that there have been no cuts to the Day Care Service in Lisdarn. The service is no longer 
nurse led, however, because the Day Care Centre is adjacent to the long stay care facility where 
a nurse is available, if required. There has been no change in the services delivered to older 
people who attend the centre. The service operates 5 days a week and provides personal care, 
hair care, chiropody and general diversional and social activities.

The Day Care Centre will be closed in October for refurbishment and will reopen in Novem-
ber. All staff and service users have been fully briefed on this. I have requested the Chief Officer 
for the Community Health Organisation to arrange for contact to be made with the Deputy to 
provide any further clarifications in relation to this matter.

Maternity Services Provision

18/10/2016WRB0080039. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health the status of the roll out of the na-
tional maternity strategy; the number of staff required to ensure a full complement of maternity 
staff across the State; the number of staff that will need to be recruited by grade; the timeline for 
this recruitment;; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30501/16]

18/10/2016WRB00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Women & Infants Health Pro-
gramme will lead the implementation of Ireland’s first National Maternity Strategy - Creating 
A Better Future Together 2016 - 2026.  The Programme will scope out the multiprofessional 
staffing requirement for the new model of care proposed, and prepare a workforce plan to build 
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capacity, and a training needs analysis to build capability, to deliver the new model of service.  
Work to establish the Programme Leadership Team continues. 

Pending the establishment of the Programme, work to facilitate the implementation of the 
Strategy is ongoing.  €3 million development funding provided for maternity services in 2016  
has been allocated in line with the Strategy, and includes funding for additional staff, including 
100 midwives, for the development of specialist bereavement teams and for the implementation 
of the Maternal and Newborn Clinical Management System.  Such development follows the ad-
ditional €2 million allocated in 2015.  Increased funding will be provided for maternity services 
in 2017 which will allow for the continued implementation of the Strategy. 

I should also draw the Deputy’s attention to the progress which is being made in relation to 
the development of a set of National Clinical Guidelines for maternity services.  These guide-
lines, which will underpin the Strategy, will be quality assured by the National Clinical Effec-
tiveness Committee.  My Department is engaged with HSE and the Clinical Lead for Obstetrics 
and Gynaecology in relation to the guidelines.

National Treatment Purchase Fund Waiting Times

18/10/2016WRB0100040. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of persons treated by 
the National Treatment Purchase Fund, NTPF, who are on a waiting list for treatment from a 
consultant who also works privately carrying out that treatment for the NTPF; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30689/16]

18/10/2016WRB01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Since 2012 as a matter of policy, the Nation-
al Treatment Purchase Fund ensures that clinicians contracted or employed by private hospitals 
do not receive remuneration for the treatment of the same patient from both the referring public 
hospital, by way of salary, and from the treating private hospital, by way of a fee.

I am advised by the NTPF that this is explicitly prohibited in contractual agreements entered 
into with private hospitals sourced by the NTPF.

Mental Health Services Provision

18/10/2016WRB0120041. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Health the targets in place for child and ado-
lescent mental health service teams staff levels in CHO 6 in 2017 to bring them closer to the 
target set in A Vision for Change; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30661/16]

18/10/2016WRB01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Primary Care Centres Provision

18/10/2016WRB0140042. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Health the reason none of the new 14 
primary care centres to be constructed as part of European Investment Bank funding, announced 
earlier this year, have no plans for the recruitment of additional staff; the factors influencing the 
recruitment of staff in these centres; if staff are planned to be recruited in the medium or long 
term to supplement the services and staff available currently; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30512/16]
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18/10/2016WRB01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

Mental Health Services Staff

18/10/2016WRB0160043. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the way, in the absence of additional 
funding for mental health in the budget, A Vision for Change can be implemented when second-
ary mental health services, adult mental health services and child and adolescent mental health 
services have only three quarters of the recommended staff in adult services and less than half 
in children’s services, while primary care mental health services are grossly under resourced 
and even non-existent in many areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30693/16]

18/10/2016WRB01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As of August 
2016, there were 9, 458 whole time equivalents employed in the HSE Mental Health services.  
This included an approximate additional 1,150  new posts recruited since 2012.  A total of  ap-
proximately 1,550 were approved but not all posts could be filled due to staff recruitment and 
retention challenges. However, recruitment to posts approved up to the current year is continu-
ing, and this will continue to narrow the gap between existing staffing levels and the 10,650 
WTE posts recommended under A Vision for Change.  

The new posts filled in recent years have been directed towards increasing the staffing of 
adult and Child and Adolescent  Mental Health Service teams (CAMHS)  in every Community 
Healthcare Organisation area. There are currently 114 adult teams and  67 CAMHS teams, 
including 3  Paediatric Liaison teams supported by 66 operational CAMHS beds across the 
country.  New posts have also been allocated towards improved forensic services and for sev-
eral specialist areas including, Eating Disorders and Psychiatry of Old Age.  In addition, fund-
ing was set aside in the 2016 National Service Plan to develop early intervention services at 
Primary Care level, in conjunction with the Mental Health Services, along with significantly 
increased funding for expansion of Jigsaw services in 5 new locations. 

I am committed to continuing to fund our mental health services. I am initiating €35 million 
in new services in 2017.  Key priorities to be addressed in the HSE’s 2017 Service Plan include 
youth mental health, further improvement to child & adolescent and adult services, older peo-
ple’s services and further enhanced out of hours response for those in need of urgent services. 
Recognising the time lag in new staff taking up posts and the completion of preparations for the 
introduction of these services, it is estimated that the revenue spend in 2017 associated with this 
increased allocation will be some €15 million.  There will also be a further additional spend in 
mental health associated with increased pay rates. 

In addition, I have secured additional capital funding of approximately €50 million  for 
2017, to commence the construction of the long-planned new National Forensic Mental Health 
Campus at Portrane.  Despite a significant increase in costs for this project since it was origi-
nally initiated in 2000, due mainly to price inflation in the construction sector, I have obtained 
Government support to proceed with the award of tender. When completed, this project will 
significantly modernise our forensic services.  

Maternity Services Provision

18/10/2016WRB0180044. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Health the availability of the detailed 
20-week routine scans for pregnant women per hospital group; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [30511/16]

18/10/2016WRB0190067. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the options available for preg-
nant women who wish to access a mid-pregnancy scan in the public sector; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [30513/16]

18/10/2016WRB0200078. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the availability of detailed 20-
week routine scans for pregnant women; the details of hospitals where this scan is available; 
if the scan is used routinely or in exceptional cases; the way this scan is accessed by women, 
that is, by referral or on request; the reason 20 weeks scans are not available in all hospitals 
routinely; if this is due to staff and resources or staff training;; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30499/16]

18/10/2016WRB0210086. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the availability of detailed 20 week 
routine scans for pregnant women per CHO area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30509/16]

18/10/2016WRB02200101. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health the availability of the detailed 20 
week routine scans for pregnant women on a hospital basis; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30502/16]

18/10/2016WRB02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 44, 67, 78, 
86 and 101 together.

The HSE National Service Plan 2016 commits to the planning and development of equi-
table access to antenatal anomaly screening in all maternity units in the context of emerging 
maternity networks.  In addition, the National Maternity Strategy is clear that all women must 
have equal access to standardised ultrasound services.  The Strategy will be implemented on a 
phased basis over the coming years.  

The HSE  has advised that while the availability of   anomaly scans is not consistent around 
the country at present, where a woman requires a detailed scan, she can be clinically referred to 
a unit where the full service is available.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter I have asked 
the HSE to respond to you directly.

Hospital Services

18/10/2016WRB0240045. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the status of the promised dialysis 
unit in County Wexford which is currently being delayed due to a planning permission dis-
pute; the actions he will take in this regard to ensure that persons in need of dialysis in County 
Wexford are getting the treatment they require; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30623/16]

18/10/2016WRB02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the specific query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

Mobility Allowance Decision

18/10/2016WRB0260046. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health if he will replace the mobility al-
lowance and motorised transport grant which was closed to new applicants in 2013; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [28748/16]

18/10/2016WRB02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): Conscious of 
the reports of the Ombudsman in 2011 and 2012 regarding the legal status of both the Mobil-
ity Allowance and Motorised Transport Grant Schemes in the context of the Equal Status Acts, 
the Government decided to close both schemes in February 2013.  However the Government 
is aware of the continuing needs of people with a disability who rely on individual payments 
which support choice and independence.  In that regard, monthly payments of €208.50 have 
continued to be made by the Health Service Executive to 4,700 people who were in receipt of 
the Mobility Allowance at the time the scheme closed.

The Government decided that the detailed preparatory work required for a new Transport 
Support Scheme and associated statutory provisions should be progressed by the Minister for 
Health.  I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the Programme for Partnership Government 
acknowledges the ongoing drafting of primary legislation for a new Transport Support Scheme.  
I can confirm that work on the policy proposals in this regard is at an advanced stage and I an-
ticipate that this will be brought to Government shortly.  

The proposals seek to ensure that:

-  There is a firm statutory basis to the Scheme’s operation;

-  There is transparency and equity in the eligibility criteria attaching to the Scheme;

-  Resources are targeted at those with greatest needs; and

-  The Scheme is capable of being costed and is affordable on its introduction and on an 
ongoing basis.

General Practitioner Services Provision

18/10/2016WRB0280047. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health his views on the fact that there has 
been a closure and reduction of Shannondoc services in County Clare in recent weeks; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [30694/16]

18/10/2016WRB02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): General Practitioners contracted under the 
General Medical Services Scheme must make suitable arrangements to enable contact to be 
made with them, or a locum/deputy, for emergencies outside normal practice hours. While there 
is no obligation on GPs to participate in GP out-of-hours cooperatives as a means of meeting 
the contractual requirement, such services have been developed and expanded over time and are 
now an essential part of our primary care services helping to ensure that, to the greatest extent 
possible, urgent care needs are met in the primary care setting.   

In the Mid West region, the out-of-hours arrangements are discharged through Shannondoc, 
a not-for-profit GP cooperative, which is funded by the HSE. Shannondoc has recently an-
nounced that due to a difficulty in attracting GPs, and in particular locum cover, it is no longer 
able to maintain its existing service across all its centres.

Following discussions with Shannondoc, the HSE, in order to ensure the sustainability of 
the service, accepted a proposal from the cooperative to changes in the provision of the service.  
The most significant changes relate to part of East and West Clare, essentially affecting Ennisty-
mon, Kilrush, and Killaloe with minor changes in terms of operating hours in two locations in 
North Tipperary.   
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The recent changes to the Shannondoc out-of-hours services will be subject to a three-
monthly review and their impact will be closely monitored and evaluated by the HSE.

18/10/2016WRB02950Nursing Staff Recruitment

18/10/2016WRB0300048. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the measures he is taking to ensure 
there will be adequate supply of nurses in our health service in the coming years to meet de-
mand [30696/16]

18/10/2016WRB0310063. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Health the way in which the budget an-
nouncement that 1,000 additional nurses will be recruited to the health care system will be 
achieved in the context that many graduate nurses are leaving the country citing pay and condi-
tions. [30297/16]

18/10/2016WRB03200396. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to ensure 
that nursing graduates do not emigrate from Ireland following graduation; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [30247/16]

18/10/2016WRB03300560. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which suffi-
cient nursing staff are readily available in line with requirements over the next three years; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [30979/16]

18/10/2016WRB03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 48, 63, 396 
and 560 together.

Nursing and midwifery recruitment and retention is a priority for the health service.  There 
are many initiatives currently underway to improve staffing levels throughout the country.  

The HSE is offering permanent posts to 2016 degree programme graduates, and full time 
permanent contracts to those in temporary posts. The HSE is also focused on converting agency 
staffing to permanent posts. The HSE’s National Recruitment Service is actively operating roll-
ing nursing recruitment campaigns. The campaigns encompass General, Mental Health, Intel-
lectual Disability and Registered Children’s Nurses, and also Midwives. In addition, a reloca-
tion package of up to €1,500 is available to nurses who return from overseas. 

There has been an increase of over 1,160 nurses employed in the public health service 
(34,375 to 35,538) from August 2014 to August 2016, numbers having fallen by almost 4,600 
from 2007 to 2014. The total budget for the health service in 2017 is €14.6 billion, the highest 
ever health budget, and this will allow for the filling of an additional 1,000 nursing posts.

A number of specific measures have also been taken in relation to pay that will support the 
recruitment and retention of Irish nursing and midwifery graduates. Measures to date  include 
the first stage of pay restoration under the Lansdowne Road Agreement, additional pay in return 
for taking on some duties from doctors and an increase in the rate of pay for the student nursing 
placement to 70% of the first point of the staff nurse pay scale.

In the past week the Government has approved restoration of incremental credit for all 
nurses in respect of the 36 week clinical placement undertaken by 4th   year student nurses in 
the context of the 2017 Estimates. This decision means that all nurses and midwives will have 
incremental credit for the 36 week placement restored from 1 January 2017, restoration of the 
credit to 2016 and future graduates having been approved earlier this year. It is estimated that 
the inclusion of 2011 to 2015 graduates will benefit around 4,000 nurses who are currently 
working within the public health service and potentially another 3,000 who may wish to return 
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to the public system in the future.

Hospital Waiting Lists

18/10/2016WRB0350049. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health the funding required as part of the 
digital package solution to the waiting list crisis that has been presented to him; his views on 
whether the funding that is earmarked is sufficient; the proposals made and the costs involved 
as part of the digital package solution; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30506/16]

18/10/2016WRB03600100. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the progress being made 
to date in his Department on investigations into technology being developed in respect of wait-
ing list initiatives; if he has received any proposals on a single integrated waiting list initiative; 
the meetings or briefings he has had on this; if his attention has been drawn to the success of 
the Portuguese waiting lists system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30507/16]

18/10/2016WRB03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 49 and 100 
together.

A key challenge for our health system is ensuring that patients have timely access to health 
services, in light of increasing demand.  This Government is committed to a sustained focus on 
improving wait times, particularly for those patients waiting longest.

In August I tasked the Office of the HSE Chief Information Officer with producing a report 
into how digital solutions could improve the way in which waiting lists are managed.  A detailed 
set of options has been provided to my Department by the HSE and I have asked that this matter 
be progressed through 2017.  As part of this review, I understand that digital solutions from a 
number of countries were examined, including the Portuguese model. 

In addition, my Department works closely with the HSE and the NTPF to implement a 
number of measures to reduce waiting times.  These include the HSE Action Plan to reduce, by 
year end, the number of patients currently waiting 18 months or more for an inpatient / daycase 
procedure, the NTPF Endoscopy Initiative; and targeted Winter Initiative funding for orthopae-
dic, spinal and scoliosis procedures. 

Finally, the Budget 2017 provides for the treatment of our longest-waiting patients. €20m is 
being allocated to the NTPF, rising to €55m in 2018. Planning of this initiative is at an advanced 
stage by the NTPF, my Department and the HSE.

18/10/2016WRC00150Medical Card Administration

18/10/2016WRC0020050. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (de-
tails supplied) regarding medical card refusals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30303/16]

18/10/2016WRC00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act, 1970, medical cards 
are provided to persons who are, in the opinion of the HSE, unable without undue hardship to 
arrange GP services for themselves and their dependents and every application must be assessed 
on that basis. In accordance with the Act, the assessment for a medical card is determined pri-
marily by reference to the means, including the income and expenditure, of the applicant and 
his or her partner and dependents. Where deemed appropriate in particular circumstances, the 
HSE may exercise discretion and grant a medical card even though an applicant exceeds the 
income guidelines but where they may face difficult financial circumstances, such as extra costs 
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arising from illness.

It should be noted that every effort is made by the HSE, within the framework of the legisla-
tion, to support applicants in applying  for a medical card and, in particular, to take full account 
of the difficult circumstances in the case of applicants who may be in excess of the income 
guidelines.  

Social and medical issues are considered when determining whether undue hardship exists 
for an individual accessing general practitioner or other medical services. The HSE affords 
applicants the opportunity to furnish supporting information and documentation to fully take 
account of all the relevant circumstances that may benefit them in the assessment, including 
medical evidence of cost and necessary expenses.

It is important that people with medical needs should be able to access necessary assistance 
in a straight forward manner. It is clear greater discretion is being exercised by the HSE because 
the number of discretionary medical cards in circulation has increased from about 52,000 in 
mid-2014 to over 110,453 as of 1 September this year. This followed the measures announced 
by my predecessor Minister Varadkar, when the “Keane” Report of the Expert Panel on Medi-
cal Need for Medical Card Eligibility   was published.  The “Keane” Report found that it is not 
feasible, desirable or ethically justifiable to list medical conditions for medical card eligibil-
ity. On foot of the publication of the report, the HSE established a Clinical Advisory Group to 
develop clinical oversight and guidance for the operation of a more compassionate and trusted 
medical card system.  Its establishment followed the completion of the work of the Expert 
Panel on Medical Need for Medical Card Eligibility and demonstrates the HSE’s commitment 
to the development of a medical system which is responsive and considerate  of an applicant’s 
particular circumstances.

18/10/2016WRC00350Hospital Waiting Lists

18/10/2016WRC0040051. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the strategy and funding in place to 
ensure that the waiting list for scoliosis patients is reduced; the status of the recruitment of a fur-
ther additional orthopaedic surgeon and the new theatre that is currently being commissioned at 
Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin; if any consideration is being given to early detection 
and monitoring processes for children in order to avoid complex surgeries in the future; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [30504/16]

18/10/2016WRC00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Scoliosis affects approximately 1% of chil-
dren and adolescents in Ireland. The management of scoliosis is complex and is determined by 
the severity of the curvature and skeletal maturity.

Long waiting times for scoliosis surgery are not acceptable, and my Department has been 
working closely with the HSE to address services pressures, particularly in Our Lady’s Chil-
dren’s Hospital Crumlin, which is the largest provider of scoliosis surgery for children and 
young people.  Additional funding of €1.042m was allocated under the 2015 Service Plan to 
increase capacity at Crumlin, and an additional orthopaedic surgeon, anaesthetist, and support 
staff, are now in place with recruitment of a further additional orthopaedic surgeon underway.  

Capital funding was also provided for a new theatre on site to expand theatre capacity fur-
ther, and this is currently being commissioned.  The Children’s Hospital Group is proactively 
working on nurse recruitment to support the opening of the new theatre. 

The HSE Winter Initiative 2016-2017, published on 9 September, also includes €2m pro-
vided specifically for scoliosis patients to treat 39 adolescent patients on the Tallaght waiting 



Questions - Written Answers

166

list and an additional 15-20 paediatric patients from the Crumlin waiting list by year end.

I recently met with a number of scoliosis advocacy groups to discuss their concerns and my 
Department will continue to work with the HSE and the relevant hospitals to ensure improve-
ments in access to spinal surgery.  

In relation to early detection and monitoring processes for children, as this is service matter, 
I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRC00550Health Services Provision

18/10/2016WRC0060052. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the reason his Department briefed 
against the expansion of cardiac services in Waterford prior to the undertaking of the Herity 
review [30684/16]

18/10/2016WRC0070080. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health if he will meet with consultants 
from the south east to discuss the provision of cardiac services at Waterford University Hospital 
[30685/16]

18/10/2016WRC00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 52 and 80 
together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Programme for a Partnership Government committed to 
the development of a second Cath Lab in University Hospital Waterford, (UHW) subject to a 
favourable recommendation from an independent clinical review of the needs of the region. The 
review was undertaken by Dr Niall Herity, a highly respected, Belfast based NHS cardiologist. 
It is a comprehensive report which reflects the fact that Dr Herity consulted widely and met 
with all of the key stakeholders including the management and staff of both UHW and Cork 
University Hospital. Both the views of my Department and the HSE on the investment priorities 
for the South/South West Hospital Group fed into the review, as did their views on the sustain-
ability of a second Cath Lab in the context of international guidance on population levels and 
procedure numbers. 

 Dr Herity has made clear recommendations that a second cardiac cath lab at UHW is not 
justified and I accept this. However, he recommends investing in UHW to enhance the existing 
cardiology services including increasing the number of weekly sessions currently provided, 
in order to address waiting times and to provide improved access for patients. He also rec-
ommends that new specialist equipment be provided to improve contingency for radiological 
equipment failure during a procedure. I am happy to provide the additional resources necessary 
to implement these recommendations. This investment will be reflected in the HSE National 
Service Plan for 2017. During this period of investment and enhancement of services, the situ-
ation will be closely monitored. A review will be carried out in early 2017 to assess the impact 
that these improvements have had on the volume of patients attending the cath lab.

 Dr Herity also recommends that some services be provided elsewhere. I want to be certain 
that any change to how a service is delivered will result in improved services for the patients 
using that service. Therefore, I have asked my Department to address the implications of ceas-
ing primary PCI services at UHW by undertaking a national review of all primary PCI services 
with the aim to ensure that as many patients as possible have access to a 24/7 basis to safe and 
sustainable emergency interventions following a heart attack. I expect the review to be com-
pleted by the end of July 2017. 

I intend to visit UHW next month and I will take the opportunity to speak with staff and 
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management on a broad range of issues.

18/10/2016WRC00850Medicinal Products Prices

18/10/2016WRC0090053. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the efforts he is making to secure 
cost-effective prescribing, pricing and payment systems; the reason the cost of drugs here is 
greater than in comparable countries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30692/16]

18/10/2016WRC01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The State has introduced a series of reforms 
in recent years to reduce pharmaceutical prices and expenditure.

A new four-year Framework Agreement on the Supply and Pricing of Medicines was signed 
in July 2016 with the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare Association (IPHA) which is expected 
to deliver approximately €600 million in savings over the lifetime of the Agreement. The prin-
ciples captured in the Agreement will also be extended to non-IPHA suppliers of branded medi-
cines, leading to additional expected savings in the region of €150 million.

The new Agreement contains a number of features which represent clear additional value 
over the terms of the previous 2012 Agreement. The reference basket of countries used to set 
prices in Ireland has been expanded from 9 to 14 countries and, importantly, includes lower cost 
countries. For the first time, the Agreement provides for an annual price realignment, which 
will ensure that the prices of medicines in Ireland reduce in line with price reductions across 
the reference countries.  This will ensure the State achieves better value for money on the cost 
of medicines as prices in other basket countries are adjusted downwards over time. In addition, 
the Agreement secured a 30% reduction in the price of biologic medicines when a biosimilar 
medicine enters the market. 

Another important initiative is the on-going implementation of generic substitution and 
reference pricing.  To date 47 substances have been included in this process and I have recently 
requested that the Health Products Regulatory Authority review an additional 15 substances.  
The implementation of generic substitution and reference pricing delivered €47m in savings in 
2014 and €94m in savings in 2015. 

My Department and the HSE are committed to driving further efficiencies and savings on 
the cost of medicines for the State.   Establishing a new Community Pharmacy, Dental, Opti-
cal and Aural Policy unit in the Department is bringing a renewed focus to the development of 
policy in relation to community pharmacy and the issues associated with achieving maximum 
benefit to patients.  

The HSE has also recently established a Drugs Management Portfolio, which includes a 
range of projects to optimise value in the primary care and hospital settings.  The Portfolio 
also includes the work of the HSE’s Medicines Management Programme which introduced the 
preferred drugs initiative to facilitate more cost-effective prescribing particularly in relation to 
high-cost medicines.  It continues to engage with general practitioners to reinforce the message 
around safe, effective and cost-effective prescribing including generic prescribing.  

It is also important to point out that the prices of medicines vary between countries for a 
number of reasons, including different prices set by manufacturers, different wholesale and 
pharmacy mark-ups, different dispensing fees and different rates of VAT.

18/10/2016WRC01050National Treatment Purchase Fund Waiting Times
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18/10/2016WRC0110054. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health his views on the September 2016 
figures from the National Treatment Purchase Fund which showed that 1,805 persons are wait-
ing more than 18 months for an outpatient appointment in Galway University Hospital; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [30653/16]

18/10/2016WRC01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A key challenge for our health system is to 
ensure that patients have timely access to health services, in light of increasing demand. This 
Government is committed to a sustained focus on improving wait times, particularly for those 
waiting longest.

While the numbers on waiting lists are undoubtedly too high, the key issue is how long 
people are waiting. According to the September waiting list data published by the NTPF, 83% 
of patients on the outpatient waiting lists for Galway University Hospital are waiting less than 
12 months for their appointment and nearly 90% are waiting less than 15 months.

My Department works closely with the HSE and the NTPF to implement measures to re-
duce waiting times. At my request, in August, the HSE developed an action plan to reduce, by 
year end, the number of patients currently waiting 18 months or more for an impatient / daycase 
procedure.

Also the NTPF is currently implementing an Endoscopy Initiative which aims to ensure 
that, by year end, no patient will be waiting 12 months or more for an endoscopy procedure. 

Furthermore, €7m of the Winter Initiative funding is to be utilised to fund a targeted waiting 
list programme to provide treatment for patients waiting for orthopaedic, spinal and scoliosis 
procedures.

Finally, the Budget 2017 provides for the treatment of our longest-waiting patients. €20m is 
being allocated to the NTPF, rising to €55m in 2018. Planning of this initiative is at an advanced 
stage by the NTPF, my Department and the HSE.

In relation to the specific query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRC01250National Treatment Purchase Fund Waiting Times

18/10/2016WRC0130055. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health his views on the September 2016 
figures from the National Treatment Purchase Fund which showed that 2,048 persons are wait-
ing more than 18 months for an outpatient appointment in Tallaght hospital; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [30654/16]

18/10/2016WRC01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A key challenge for our health system is to 
ensure that patients have timely access to health services, in light of increasing demand. This 
Government is committed to a sustained focus on improving wait times, particularly for those 
waiting longest.

While the numbers on waiting lists are undoubtedly too high, the key issue is how long 
people are waiting. According to the September waiting list data published by the NTPF, 79% 
of patients on the outpatient waiting list for Tallaght Hospital are waiting less than 12 months 
for their appointment and nearly 87% are waiting less than 15 months.

My Department works closely with the HSE and the NTPF to implement measures to re-
duce waiting times. At my request, in August, the HSE developed an action plan to reduce, by 
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year end, the number of patients currently waiting 18 months or more for an impatient / daycase 
procedure.

Also the NTPF is currently implementing an Endoscopy Initiative which aims to ensure 
that, by year end, no patient will be waiting 12 months or more for an endoscopy procedure. 

Furthermore, €7m of the Winter Initiative funding is to be utilised to fund a targeted waiting 
list programme to provide treatment for patients waiting for orthopaedic, spinal and scoliosis 
procedures.

Finally, the Budget 2017 provides for the treatment of our longest-waiting patients. €20m is 
being allocated to the NTPF, rising to €55m in 2018. Planning of this initiative is at an advanced 
stage by the NTPF, my Department and the HSE.

In relation to the specific query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRC01450Health Services Provision

18/10/2016WRC0150056. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding cataract operations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30302/16]

18/10/2016WRC01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Primary Care Eye Services Review 
Group, which was established by the HSE, is currently finalising an implementation plan to 
support its review. The overall aim of the Review Group is to shift the management of many eye 
conditions from acute care services to primary care and community services, as appropriate. 

The Government is committed to updating the national eye care plan, including evaluation 
of the Sligo model for cataract surgery. These are matters which I intend to consider in the 
context of the implementation of the health commitments in the Programme for a Partnership 
Government and having regard to the funding available to facilitate such measures.

With regard to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter I have 
asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

18/10/2016WRC01650Medicinal Products Availability

18/10/2016WRC0170057. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the status of the assessment by the 
HSE of the NCPE, National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics, health technology assessment 
of ataluren brand name (details supplied); when a decision on the funding of this drug will be 
taken by the HSE as to whether to include it in the reimbursement list; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30505/16]

18/10/2016WRC01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicinal products under the community drugs 
schemes, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. Prior 
to deciding whether to reimburse a medicine, the HSE considers a range of statutory criteria, 
including clinical need, cost-effectiveness and the resources available to the HSE.

Decisions on whether to reimburse medicines by the taxpayer are made on objective, sci-
entific and economic grounds by the HSE, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmaco-
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economics (NCPE).  The NCPE conducts the health technology assessment of pharmaceutical 
products for the HSE, and can make recommendations on reimbursement to assist the HSE in 
its decision-making process.  

The NCPE completed a health technology assessment of ataluren (  brand name Translarna) 
in April and did not recommend reimbursement.  I have asked the HSE to reply directly to the 
Deputy regarding the latest position on this drug.

18/10/2016WRC01850Primary Care Centres Expenditure

18/10/2016WRC0190058. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the percentage of the health budget 
that is spent on primary care, in particular general practitioners’ primary care centres, and allied 
professionals working in primary care such as occupational therapists and dieticians; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [30690/16]

18/10/2016WRC02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRC02050Hospital Waiting Lists

18/10/2016WRC0210059. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health his plans to reduce gynaeco-
logy waiting times for inpatient and day cases in Cork University Hospital. [30663/16]

18/10/2016WRC0220095. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing more than a year for an outpatient consultation with a gynaecologist at Cork University 
Hospital. [30662/16]

18/10/2016WRC02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 59 and 95 
together.

A key challenge for our health system is to ensure that patients have timely access to health 
services, in light of increasing demand. This Government is committed to a sustained focus on 
improving wait times, particularly for those waiting longest.

While the numbers on waiting lists are undoubtedly too high, the key issue is how long 
people are waiting. According to the September waiting list data published by the NTPF, 1,556 
patients are waiting over 12 months.

My Department works closely with the HSE and the NTPF to implement measures to re-
duce waiting times. At my request, in August, the HSE developed an action plan to reduce, by 
year end, the number of patients currently waiting 18 months or more for an impatient / daycase 
procedure.

Finally, the Budget 2017 provides for the treatment of our longest-waiting patients. €20m is 
being allocated to the NTPF, rising to €55m in 2018. Planning of this initiative is at an advanced 
stage by the NTPF, my Department and the HSE.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter I have asked 
the HSE to respond to you directly.
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18/10/2016WRD00200Hepatitis C Compensation Payments

18/10/2016WRD0030060. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health if he will, under the Hepatitis C 
Compensation Tribunal Act 1997, make available the measures provided for the majority who 
have tested positive, to the small number of women who received blood products from contami-
nated batches of anti-D in the 1977-1979 and 1991-1994 periods but who are testing negative 
while experiencing severe health problems consistent with testing positive. [30503/16]

18/10/2016WRD00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I understand that a group of women who 
received infectious, or potentially infectious, Anti-D Immunoglobulin in two periods (between 
1977 and 1979 and between 1991 and 1994) and who tested negative for Hepatitis C are seek-
ing access to claim compensation from the Hepatitis C and HIV Compensation Tribunal and to 
be awarded HAA cards.

The Hepatitis C Compensation Tribunal (Amendment) Act 2006 restricts access to the Tri-
bunal to those people who have been diagnosed with Hepatitis C or HIV, and provides clear sci-
entific grounds for the definition of “diagnosed positive for Hepatitis C”. Under this legislation 
a diagnosis must arise (a) from a positive result from one of three specific tests for the presence 
of Hepatitis C virus, or (b) from the presence of antibodies to the virus, or (c) based on evidence 
of jaundice up to 16 weeks after the administration of Anti-D Immunoglobulin. I am satisfied 
that no new scientific evidence has emerged in this regard.

It is estimated that up to 16,000 women in Ireland were exposed to potentially infectious 
batches of Anti-D.  Approximately 1,000 of these women were infected with Hepatitis C and 
were therefore eligible to apply to the Tribunal for compensation.  

18/10/2016WRD00500Health Services Funding

18/10/2016WRD0060061. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the details of the funding which 
is to be allocated to the peer support worker positions in CHO area 5; if these jobs, which are 
to be based in counties Carlow, Kilkenny and south Tipperary will also be covering counties 
Wexford and Waterford, in view of the fact that they are part of CHO area 5; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [30622/16]

18/10/2016WRD00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

18/10/2016WRD00800Hospital Services

18/10/2016WRD0090062. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health his plans to transfer maternity 
services from Portlaoise Regional Hospital; and if such matters are being considered by his 
Department and the HSE [30304/16]

18/10/2016WRD01000126. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a date for the 
publication of the report on the future of services at Portlaoise Regional Hospital. [30305/16]

18/10/2016WRD01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 62 and 126 
together.

Patient safety and outcomes must come first.  There have been a number of reports on Port-
laoise Hospital in recent years.  These reports pointed to the need for reconfiguration of some 
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services to ensure that patients are treated in the most appropriate setting by specialist staff that 
can safely meet their needs. 

Since 2014 the focus has been on supporting the hospital to develop and enhance manage-
ment capability, implementing changes required to address clinical service deficiencies, and 
incorporating the hospital into the governance structures within the Dublin Midlands Hospital 
Group.  Governance and management arrangements in Portlaoise have been strengthened, addi-
tional clinical staff have been appointed and staff training, hospital culture and communications 
have improved.

The Dublin Midlands Hospital Group has recently produced a draft plan which sets out a 
proposed service design for a new model of clinical service delivery at Portlaoise.  The draft 
plan has been discussed with my Department and is currently the subject of further work and 
consideration within the HSE.  

Any change to services at Portlaoise Hospital, including plans for service reconfiguration, 
will be undertaken in a planned and orderly manner and will take account of current use of ser-
vices, demands in other hospitals, and the need to develop particular services at Portlaoise in the 
context of overall service reconfiguration in the Dublin Midlands Hospital Group.

  Question No. 63 answered with Question No. 48.

18/10/2016WRD01200Mental Health Services Provision

18/10/2016WRD0130064. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the status of the roll out of Jigsaw; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30697/16]

18/10/2016WRD01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The HSE 
Service Plan 2016 prioritises the development of a range of Early Intervention and prevention 
mental health initiatives for young people. This includes the consolidation of the ten existing 
Jigsaw services nationally, and the provision of new services at Dublin, Cork and Limerick. As 
the details raised by the Deputy on a  further roll-out is a service issue, this question has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

18/10/2016WRD01500Ambulance Service Provision

18/10/2016WRD0160065. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the reason ambulance services in 
Edenderry have been relocated to Tullamore; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30667/16]

18/10/2016WRD01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 

18/10/2016WRD01800National Treatment Purchase Fund Waiting Times

18/10/2016WRD0190066. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health his views on the September 2016 
figures from the National Treatment Purchase Fund which showed that 1,069 persons are wait-
ing more than 12 months for an outpatient appointment in Naas General Hospital; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30677/16]
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18/10/2016WRD02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A key challenge for our health system is to 
ensure that patients have timely access to health services, in light of increasing demand. This 
Government is committed to a sustained focus on improving wait times, particularly for those 
waiting longest.

While the numbers on waiting lists are undoubtedly too high, the key issue is how long 
people are waiting. According to the September waiting list data published by the NTPF, 81% 
of patients on the outpatient waiting lists are waiting for Naas Hospital are waiting less than 12 
months for their appointment and 90% are waiting less than 15 months.

My Department works closely with the HSE and the NTPF to implement measures to re-
duce waiting times. At my request, in August, the HSE developed an action plan to reduce, by 
year end, the number of patients currently waiting 18 months or more for an inpatient-daycase 
procedure.

Also the NTPF is currently implementing an Endoscopy Initiative which aims to ensure 
that, by year end, no patient will be waiting 12 months or more for an endoscopy procedure. 

Furthermore, €7m of the Winter Initiative funding is to be utilised to fund a targeted waiting 
list programme to provide treatment for patients waiting for orthopaedic, spinal and scoliosis 
procedures.

Finally, the Budget 2017 provides for the treatment of our longest-waiting patients.  €20m is 
being allocated to the NTPF, rising to €55m in 2018. Planning of this initiative is at an advanced 
stage by the NTPF, my Department and the HSE.

In relation to the specific query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

  Question No. 67 answered with Question No. 44.

18/10/2016WRD02100National Treatment Purchase Fund Waiting Times

18/10/2016WRD0220068. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health his views on the September 
2016 figures from the National Treatment Purchase Fund which showed that 1,070 persons are 
waiting more than 18 months for an outpatient appointment in Connolly Hospital; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30656/16]

18/10/2016WRD02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A key challenge for our health system is to 
ensure that patients have timely access to health services, in light of increasing demand. This 
Government is committed to a sustained focus on improving wait times, particularly for those 
waiting longest.

While the numbers on waiting lists are undoubtedly too high, the key issue is how long 
people are waiting. According to the September waiting list data published by the NTPF, 76% 
of patients on the outpatient waiting list for Connolly Hospital are waiting less than 12 months 
for their appointment and 85% are waiting less than 15 months.

My Department works closely with the HSE and the NTPF to implement measures to re-
duce waiting times. At my request, in August, the HSE developed an action plan to reduce, by 
year end, the number of patients currently waiting 18 months or more for an inpatient-daycase 
procedure.

Also the NTPF is currently implementing an Endoscopy Initiative which aims to ensure 
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that, by year end, no patient will be waiting 12 months or more for an endoscopy procedure. 

Furthermore, €7m of the Winter Initiative funding is to be utilised to fund a targeted waiting 
list programme to provide treatment for patients waiting for orthopaedic, spinal and scoliosis 
procedures.

Finally, the Budget 2017 provides for the treatment of our longest-waiting patients. €20m is 
being allocated to the NTPF, rising to €55m in 2018. Planning of this initiative is at an advanced 
stage by the NTPF, my Department and the HSE.

In relation to the specific query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRD02400Hospitals Building Programme

18/10/2016WRD0250069. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health the status of the proposed re-
gional hospital for counties Meath, Louth, Cavan and Monaghan which was to be constructed 
in Navan, County Meath; and when construction is likely to commence. [30492/16]

18/10/2016WRD02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): There are currently no plans to construct a 
regional hospital for the north east in Navan.  The proposal that a regional hospital be developed 
in Navan originated in a report prepared for the HSE in 2008.  This proposal was superseded by 
the Government’s decision, in 2013, to re-organise acute hospitals into Hospital Groups.

Our Lady’s Hospital Navan is part of the Ireland East Hospital Group, which includes the 
Mater Misericordiae University Hospital; St Vincent’s University Hospital; Midland Regional 
Hospital Mullingar; St Luke’s General Hospital, Kilkenny; Wexford General Hospital; National 
Maternity Hospital; St Columcille’s Hospital; St Michael’s Hospital, Dun Laoghaire; Cappagh 
National Orthopaedic Hospital and the Royal Victoria Eye and Ear Hospital.

Hospital Groups must increasingly focus on networks of service provision with smaller 
hospitals managing routine, urgent or planned care locally,  more complex care managed in the 
larger hospitals and better linkages with primary, continuing and social care.  Ireland East Hos-
pital Group is developing a Strategic Plan to describe how they will provide more efficient and 
effective patient services and reorganise their services across the Group, including at Navan,  to 
provide optimal care to the populations served.

18/10/2016WRD02700Medicinal Products Expenditure

18/10/2016WRD0280070. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his views on whether a greater use 
of biosimilars could assist in controlling the cost of medications; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30641/16]

18/10/2016WRD02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The use of biotechnology in the pharmaceu-
tical field has led to the development of many new biological medicines, offering new treat-
ments for a range of serious illnesses.

The manufacturing of a biological medicine is a complex process. Biosimilar medicines are 
similar but not identical to their reference biological medicines, and therefore are not consid-
ered in the same way as generic medicines. Under the Heath (Pricing and Supply of Medical 
Goods) Act 2013, biosimilars are not considered to be interchangeable, and therefore cannot be 
substituted for biological medicines.
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It is likely that the use of biosimilar medicines will grow in Ireland in the coming years as 
the patents on biological medicines expire, offering opportunities for the State to make further 
savings on the cost of medicines.  The recently signed  Framework Agreement on the Supply 
and Pricing of Medicines 2016-2020 with the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare Association in-
cludes a provision to take advantage of these new developments in the pharmaceutical industry.  
Under the new Agreement the price of a biologic medicine will be reduced by 20% and an ad-
ditional rebate of 12.5% provided upon entry into the market of a biosimilar.  

Officials in my Department are currently assessing the whole area of biosimilar medicines 
and are developing a biosimilar policy. They will be working with the Health Products Regula-
tory Authority and the HSE to progress this agenda and will be examining the need for legisla-
tive changes in this area.  It is useful to note that the HSE’s Medicines Management Programme 
issued a position paper earlier this year supporting the appropriate introduction of biosimliars 
into clinical use in Ireland.  

18/10/2016WRD03000Health Services Staff Recruitment

18/10/2016WRD0310071. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health if a third consultant rheu-
matologist has been appointed to Sligo General Hospital; when the outreach rheumatology 
clinic will be reinstated in Letterkenny University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30493/16]

18/10/2016WRD03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRD03300Mental Health Services Staff

18/10/2016WRD0340072. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the targets in place for child 
and adolescent mental health service teams staff levels in CHO 9 in 2017 to bring them closer to 
the target set in A Vision for Change; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30680/16]

18/10/2016WRD03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

18/10/2016WRD03600Mental Health Services Staff

18/10/2016WRD0370073. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the targets in place for child and 
adolescent mental health service teams staff levels in CHO 1 in 2017 to bring them closer to 
the target set in A Vision for Change; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30676/16]

18/10/2016WRD03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

18/10/2016WRD03900Early Childhood Care and Education Programmes

18/10/2016WRD0400074. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if, regarding the new access and 
inclusion model, AIM, in preschools and recent incidences of children with special educational 
needs, SEN, who were provided with SEN supports previously but who are to have these sup-
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ports withdrawn henceforth; if he has met with his colleague, the Minister of State to further 
examine and discuss same; and the measures he will take to ensure that all supports currently 
available through the various agencies will remain in place for 2016/2017 during this transition 
period. [22968/16]

18/10/2016WRD04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Early 
Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Programme, is the responsibility of the Minister for 
Children and Youth Affairs.  The Department of Children and Youth Affairs has brought for-
ward a new model of supports to facilitate the full participation of children with a disability 
in the ECCE Programme.  The new Access and Inclusion Model (AIM) will provide supports 
including enhanced continuing professional development for early years practitioners; grants 
for equipment, appliances and minor alterations; and access to therapeutic intervention.  Fund-
ing of €15m has been provided to phase these supports in during 2016.  Full year costs for these 
supports are estimated to be €33m from 2017 onwards.  This model of supports was launched 
on 18th November last by the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs with my full support and 
the support of my Government colleague, Minister  for Education and Skills. 

Improving access to therapy services for children in primary care and in disability ser-
vices is a particular priority for the Government.  Building on additional investment in recent 
years, funding of €8m was provided to the HSE in 2016 to expand the provision of Speech and 
Language Therapy in primary care and the further development of early intervention therapy 
services under the Progressing Disabilities Programme to facilitate the inclusion of children 
with a disability in mainstream pre-school settings, as part of the rollout of the new inclusive 
preschools model. 

It should be noted that while the Health Service Executive has no statutory obligation to 
provide assistant supports for children with special needs wishing to avail of the ECCE scheme, 
it has, to date, worked at local level and in partnership with the relevant disability service pro-
viders to address individual needs as they arise.  This has been done, for example, by funding 
special pre-schools that cater specifically for children with disabilities.  In some limited and 
specific cases at local level, disability services have in the past also facilitated children with 
a disability to attend mainstream pre-schools by providing additional supports where possible 
and where resources are available. 

Within this context, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy in relation to 
the issues he has raised.

18/10/2016WRD04200Health Services Staff

18/10/2016WRD0430075. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health his views on the recruitment of a 
new general manager at Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, with the stated job remit to downgrade the 
hospital from a model three to a model two hospital and close the 24/7 accident and emergency 
unit. [30491/16]

18/10/2016WRD04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Our Lady’s Hospital Navan is a constitu-
ent hospital of the Ireland East Hospital Group.  Hospital Groups must increasingly focus on 
networks of service provision with smaller hospitals managing routine, urgent or planned care 
locally,  more complex care managed in the larger hospitals and better linkages with primary, 
continuing and social care.

The future of Navan hospital is as a constituent hospital within the Hospital Group and there 
is significant potential for enhancing the hospital’s role within the Group.  As a smaller hospital, 



18 October 2016

177

the challenge is to make sure that Navan provides more of the right type of services, which can 
safely be delivered, so that we maximise the benefit to patients.  

A number of developments at the hospital have been funded in recent years including the re-
furbishment of the Emergency Department and  upgrade of general theatres and Central Sterile 
Services.  There has also been an increase in day surgical activity, with surgeons from the Mater 
Misercordiae University Hospital carrying out day surgery in Navan.  Further developments in 
relation to surgery and other clinical services are being considered by the Group. 

In relation to the role of the general manager, as this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. 

18/10/2016WRD04500Mental Health Services Staff

18/10/2016WRD0460076. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the targets in place for child 
and adolescent mental health service teams staff levels in CHO 4 in 2017 to bring them closer to 
the target set in A Vision for Change; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30659/16]

18/10/2016WRD04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply

18/10/2016WRD04800National Treatment Purchase Fund Waiting Times

18/10/2016WRD0490077. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Health his views on the September 
2016 figures from the National Treatment Purchase Fund which showed that 1,805 persons are 
waiting more than 12 months for an outpatient appointment in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, 
Drogheda; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30673/16]

18/10/2016WRD05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A key challenge for our health system is to 
ensure that patients have timely access to health services, in light of increasing demand. This 
Government is committed to a sustained focus on improving wait times, particularly for those 
waiting longest.

While the numbers on waiting lists are undoubtedly too high, the key issue is how long 
people are waiting. According to the September waiting list data published by the NTPF, 85% 
of patients on the outpatient waiting list for Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital are waiting less than 
12 months for their appointment and nearly 92% are waiting less than 15 months.

My Department works closely with the HSE and the NTPF to implement measures to re-
duce waiting times. At my request, in August, the HSE developed an action plan to reduce, by 
year end, the number of patients currently waiting 18 months or more for an inpatient-daycase 
procedure.

Also the NTPF is currently implementing an Endoscopy Initiative which aims to ensure 
that, by year end, no patient will be waiting 12 months or more for an endoscopy procedure. 

Furthermore, €7m of the Winter Initiative funding is to be utilised to fund a targeted waiting 
list programme to provide treatment for patients waiting for orthopaedic, spinal and scoliosis 
procedures.

Finally, the Budget 2017 provides for the treatment of our longest-waiting patients. €20m is 
being allocated to the NTPF, rising to €55m in 2018. Planning of this initiative is at an advanced 
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stage by the NTPF, my Department and the HSE.

In relation to the specific query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

  Question No. 78 answered with Question No. 44.

18/10/2016WRD05100Health and Social Care Professionals

18/10/2016WRD0520079. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health his plans to implement in full the 
decision taken by his immediate predecessor to protect the two titles of physiotherapist and 
physical therapist in one register; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30646/16]

18/10/2016WRD05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I can confirm that I will be implementing in 
full the decisions taken earlier this year by my predecessor, Leo Varadkar T.D., that the titles 
of physiotherapist and physical therapist would be protected under the Health and Social Care 
Professionals Act 2005 and that there would be only one register for the profession. This was 
welcomed by the Irish Society of Chartered Physiotherapists.  

Last month, the Physiotherapists Registration Board established its register under the Act 
with effect from 30 September 2016.  This ensures that the specified title of physiotherapist will 
be protected for the exclusive use of registrants when the register’s two-year transitional period 
ends in September 2018.  

Earlier this year, my predecessor, Leo Varadkar T.D., having consulted with relevant parties, 
concluded that protecting the title of physical therapist under the Act as a variant of the title 
of physiotherapist would be the best way to eliminate the ongoing risk of title confusion and 
the consequent risks to public safety. He also decided to allow particular existing users of the 
title of physical therapist, who are not physiotherapists but who hold qualifications of a certain 
standard, to continue to use the title. 

New grand-parenting provisions will allow such practitioners to apply, on a once-off basis 
and for a limited period, to register in the physiotherapists register, confining their practise to 
musculoskeletal therapies.

Preparation of the necessary legislation to give effect to these decisions is now at an ad-
vanced stage.  The legislation will involve the making of regulations under the Health and So-
cial Care Professionals Act 2005 in tandem with the enactment of necessary amendments to that 
Act to allow existing qualified title users to continue to use the title.  It is my intention to seek 
Government approval to include these amendments to the Act in a Health (Miscellaneous Pro-
visions) Bill that is currently being drafted by the Parliamentary Counsel to the Government.

  Question No. 80 answered with Question No. 52.

18/10/2016WRD05400Neuro-Rehabilitation Services Provision

18/10/2016WRD0550081. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health his plans, exclusive of invest-
ment in the new NRH hospital development, for investment in neuro-rehabilitation services 
in 2017; his further plans to invest new funding in community neuro-rehabilitation services in 
2017 to meet the commitment under the programme for government around the development of 
neuro-rehabilitation services in the community; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30497/16]
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18/10/2016WRD05600485. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if any of the €10 million ad-
ditional funding in the area of disabilities earmarked for programme for Government commit-
ments will be allocated to the implementation plan of the neuro-rehabilitation strategy and the 
development of community teams; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30635/16]

18/10/2016WRD05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 81 and 485 together.

I am very pleased that as part of Budget 2017, I have been able to both protect significant 
existing resources and obtain additional funding for disability services.  The allocation for dis-
ability services will rise to over €1.654 billion in 2017, as compared with the 2016 allocation 
of €1.562 billion.   

The Programme for Partnership Government places a particular focus on a number of key 
programmes and strategies, including publishing a plan for advancing Neuro-rehabilitation ser-
vices in the community.  I will ask the Health Service Executive, in preparing its National 
Service Plan for 2017, to examine how a number of key priorities from the Programme for 
Partnership Government may be progressed within the overall increased envelope of funding 
for disability services.

18/10/2016WRD05800National Treatment Purchase Fund Waiting Times

18/10/2016WRD0590082. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health his views on the September 2016 
figures from the National Treatment Purchase Fund which showed that 1,569 persons are wait-
ing more than 12 months for an outpatient appointment in Mayo General Hospital; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [30681/16]

18/10/2016WRD06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A key challenge for our health system is to 
ensure that patients have timely access to health services, in light of increasing demand. This 
Government is committed to a sustained focus on improving wait times, particularly for those 
waiting longest.

While the numbers on waiting lists are undoubtedly too high, the key issue is how long 
people are waiting. According to the September waiting list data published by the NTPF, 76% 
of patients on the outpatient waiting lists for Mayo General Hospital are waiting less than 12 
months for their appointment and 82% are waiting less than 15 months.

My Department works closely with the HSE and the NTPF to implement measures to re-
duce waiting times. At my request, in August, the HSE developed an action plan to reduce, by 
year end, the number of patients currently waiting 18 months or more for an inpatient-daycase 
procedure.

Also the NTPF is currently implementing an Endoscopy Initiative which aims to ensure 
that, by year end, no patient will be waiting 12 months or more for an endoscopy procedure. 

Furthermore, €7m of the Winter Initiative funding is to be utilised to fund a targeted waiting 
list programme to provide treatment for patients waiting for orthopaedic, spinal and scoliosis 
procedures.

Finally, the Budget 2017 provides for the treatment of our longest-waiting patients. €20m is 
being allocated to the NTPF, rising to €55m in 2018. Planning of this initiative is at an advanced 
stage by the NTPF, my Department and the HSE.
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In relation to the specific query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRD06100National Treatment Purchase Fund Waiting Times

18/10/2016WRD0620083. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health his views on the September 2016 
figures from the National Treatment Purchase Fund which showed that 7,607 persons are wait-
ing more than 12 months for an outpatient appointment in Waterford University Hospital, with 
2,944 waiting over 18 months [30686/16]

18/10/2016WRD06300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A key challenge for our health system is to 
ensure that patients have timely access to health services, in light of increasing demand. This 
Government is committed to a sustained focus on improving wait times, particularly for those 
waiting longest.

While the numbers on waiting lists are undoubtedly too high, the key issue is how long 
people are waiting. According to the September waiting list data published by the NTPF, nearly 
75% of patients on the outpatient waiting list for Waterford University Hospital are waiting less 
than 12 months for their appointment and 83% are waiting less than 15 months.

My Department works closely with the HSE and the NTPF to implement measures to re-
duce waiting times. At my request, in August, the HSE developed an action plan to reduce, by 
year end, the number of patients currently waiting 18 months or more for an inpatient-daycase 
procedure.

Also the NTPF is currently implementing an Endoscopy Initiative which aims to ensure 
that, by year end, no patient will be waiting 12 months or more for an endoscopy procedure. 

Furthermore, €7m of the Winter Initiative funding is to be utilised to fund a targeted waiting 
list programme to provide treatment for patients waiting for orthopaedic, spinal and scoliosis 
procedures.

Finally, the Budget 2017 provides for the treatment of our longest-waiting patients. €20m is 
being allocated to the NTPF, rising to €55m in 2018. Planning of this initiative is at an advanced 
stage by the NTPF, my Department and the HSE.

In relation to the specific query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRD06400Hospital Accommodation Provision

18/10/2016WRD0650084. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that the new 75 bed unit in GUH is almost complete and will not be able to 
take in patients due to the lack of resources; the funding for staff and resources that has been 
or will be made available as a matter of urgency so that the new unit can be fully opened and 
utilised in view of the pressure on the existing hospital; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30392/16]

18/10/2016WRD06600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Galway University Hospitals comprise of 
University Hospital Galway (UHG), a model 4 tertiary referral centre, and Merlin Park Hospi-
tal, a model 2 hospital, both located in the city of Galway.
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A number of significant projects have been completed in UHG in recent years. These in-
clude the Clinical Research Facility, the upgrade of the Maternity Unit and the CF out-patient 
department.

In addition, major developments currently underway include construction of a 75 bedded 
Clinical Ward Block and an Adult Acute Mental Health Unit. Planned developments include a 
Radiation Oncology Project, new Blood and Tissue laboratory facilities and replacement of the 
current cardiac catheterisation laboratories, CT Radiotherapy and Radiology facilities.

It is expected that the 75 bed ward block at UHG will be handed over to the Hospital at the 
end of October or early November 2016. Commissioning of the block will then take a number 
of weeks, with the expectation that the building will be ready for use in Quarter One 2017 as 
outlined in the HSE National Service Plan 2016.

Under the Winter Initiative 2015, 30 new beds opened in UHG in early 2016 to alleviate 
overcrowding in the Emergency Department. Further the Programme for a Partnership Govern-
ment states that a new ED is currently being designed with a view to funding for construction 
being provided as part of the 2017 Capital Plan Review.

18/10/2016WRE00200Abortion Services Provision

18/10/2016WRE0030085. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the action his Department is tak-
ing to ensure that information relating to termination of pregnancy that is being provided is fac-
tual; the way the regulation of information will be ensured if agencies dispensing information 
are not part of a regulated profession under the auspices of his Department; if he has had any 
discussions with the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment in respect 
of the regulation of advertisements by agencies, groups and others to ensure the factuality of 
information provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30500/16]

18/10/2016WRE00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Regulation of Information (Services 
Outside the State for Termination of Pregnancies) Act, 1995 defines the conditions under which 
information relating to abortion services lawfully available in another state might be made avail-
able in Ireland.  Sections (3) and (5) of the 1995 Act provide that information on termination of 
pregnancy must be “..truthful and objective” , section (10) provides that a breach of section (3) 
or section (5)is an offence.  If an individual(s) considers that information provided under the 
Act is not truthful and objective then they may refer the matter to the Garda for investigation. 

The role of the Minister or Communications, Climate Action and Environment in connec-
tion to advertising only relates to the broadcasting sector and this area is regulated by the 
Broadcasting Authority of Ireland.

 Question No. 86 answered with Question No. 44.

18/10/2016WRE00600Accident and Emergency Services Provision

18/10/2016WRE0070087. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which he ex-
pects provisions now in place to deal with overcrowding at accident and emergency centres at 
general hospitals throughout the winter months; the extent to which the emergence of primary 
care centres is deemed to be alleviating the overcrowding situation in the accident and emer-
gency departments; if he is satisfied that all available space currently and potentially available 
to existing general hospitals can be utilised in this context; and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter. [30612/16]

18/10/2016WRE00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): To date, the HSE has reported a year-on-
year increase of approximately 5% in Emergency Department attendances.  Despite increased 
demand, there has been a decrease of almost 5% in numbers of patients waiting on trolleys. 

My Department, working with the HSE, has been driving a range of integrated initiatives 
to alleviate overcrowding in EDs, including: reducing attendances by expanding primary care 
services, providing additional home help and homecare packages, increasing hospital capacity 
and improving how hospitals manage demand for emergency care. 

Primary care services are being expanded to alleviate pressures on EDs.  13 Community 
Intervention Teams are in place and in the first half of 2016 have reduced hospital bed require-
ments by approximately 73 beds per day.  92 Primary Care centres have opened with a further 
39 centres at the preliminary stages of development.  A project to increase access to diagnostic 
services in GP surgeries is currently delivering approximately 1,300 ultrasounds per month, 
while the GP Minor Surgery pilot has delivered just over 4,200 procedures since commence-
ment.  Also, in the first half of 2016 usage of out-of-hours GP services increased by 14% on 
last year. 

In September the HSE published the “Winter Initiative 2016 – 2017”, which provides €40 
million of additional funding for winter preparedness.  Under this Initiative, Community Inter-
vention Team services are being expanded in four regions of the country and the availability of 
aids and appliances in primary care has been increased to facilitate patients being discharged 
from hospital back to their own homes.

18/10/2016WRE00900Hospital Trusts

18/10/2016WRE0100088. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the status of the proposed creation 
of hospital trusts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30645/16]

18/10/2016WRE01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The establishment of Hospital Groups rep-
resents a very significant reform of our hospital services.  As I have stated previously, I intend 
to continue to implement Hospital Groups on an administrative basis. 

An Oireachtas All-Party Committee has been established to develop a single long-term vi-
sion for healthcare over a 10 year period.  It is important that those discussions are progressed 
before we give further consideration to the issue of establishing Hospital Groups on a legisla-
tive basis. 

Until the legislation is advanced, Hospital Groups will continue to operate within the exist-
ing policy and accountability frameworks of the Department of Health and the HSE. 

18/10/2016WRE01200Mental Health Services Provision

18/10/2016WRE0130089. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if there is a serious threat 
of closure regarding a number of psychiatric day centres in County Roscommon including 
Strokestown, Ballaghaderreen and Boyle; if services are being wound down at a centre (details 
supplied); his plans for residents; his views on the deteriorating state of mental health services 
in County Roscommon; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30301/16]

18/10/2016WRE01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
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service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

18/10/2016WRE01500Maternity Services Provision

18/10/2016WRE0160090. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in introduc-
ing the 20-week maternity scan into Cavan General Hospital; the action taken to date; if there 
is a timeframe for its introduction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30298/16]

18/10/2016WRE01700489. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in intro-
ducing the 20-week full detailed anatomy scan into Cavan General Hospital; the action taken 
to date; if there is a timeframe its introduction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30299/16]

18/10/2016WRE01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 90 and 489 
together.

The HSE National Service Plan 2016 commits to the planning and development of equi-
table access to antenatal anomaly screening in all maternity units in the context of emerging 
maternity networks.  In addition, the National Maternity Strategy is clear that all women must 
have equal access to standardised ultrasound services.  The Strategy will be implemented on a 
phased basis over the coming years. 

The HSE has advised that while the availability of anomaly scans is not consistent around 
the country at present, where a woman requires a detailed scan, she can be clinically referred to 
a unit where the full service is available.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter I have asked 
the HSE to respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRE01900Mental Health Services Staff

18/10/2016WRE0200091. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the targets in place for psy-
chiatry of old age service teams staff levels in CHO 9 in 2017 to bring them closer to the target 
set in A Vision for Change; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30679/16]

18/10/2016WRE02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

18/10/2016WRE02200Maternity Services

18/10/2016WRE0230092. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will provide specific evidence 
of the implementation of the national maternity strategy; his views regarding the funds that 
have been made available for its implementation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30355/16]

18/10/2016WRE02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Women & Infants Health Pro-
gramme will lead the implementation of Ireland’s first National Maternity Strategy - Creating 
A Better Future Together 2016-2026.  The Programme will lead the management, organisa-
tion and delivery of maternity, gynaecology and neonatal services, across primary, community 
and secondary care, strengthening such services by bringing together work that is currently 
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undertaken across a number of divisions.  Work to establish the Programme Leadership Team 
continues. 

Pending the establishment of the Programme, work to facilitate the implementation of the 
Strategy is ongoing.  €3 million development funding provided for maternity services in 2016 
has been allocated in line with the Strategy, and includes funding for additional staff, including 
100 midwives, for the development of specialist bereavement teams and for the implementation 
of the Maternal and Newborn Clinical Management System.  Such development follows the ad-
ditional €2 million allocated in 2015.  Increased funding will be provided for maternity services 
in 2017 which will allow for the continued implementation of the Strategy. 

I should also draw the Deputy’s attention to the progress which is being made in relation to 
the development of a set of National Clinical Guidelines for maternity services.  These guide-
lines, which will underpin the Strategy, will be quality assured by the National Clinical Effec-
tiveness Committee.  My Department is engaged with HSE and the Clinical Lead for Obstetrics 
and Gynaecology in relation to the guidelines.

I have asked the HSE to reply directly to the Deputy with further information on the initia-
tives referred to in this response.

18/10/2016WRE02500Ambulance Service

18/10/2016WRE0260093. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the details of the proposed review 
of the provision of ambulance services in County Tipperary; if he will undertake that this re-
view will not lead to a reduction in the number of national ambulance service vehicles in the 
county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30670/16]

18/10/2016WRE02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Ambulance Service has un-
dergone a programme of modernisation in recent years and a number of significant service in-
novations and developments have taken place.  These developments will continue in 2017 with 
increased funding which will be available to the National Ambulance Service for 2017.

With regard to the specific enquiry raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter I have 
asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRE02800Care of the Elderly Funding

18/10/2016WRE0290094. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if the extra funding provided for in 
budget 2017 will meet the demand assessed by the HSE for all home care packages and home 
help hours required; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30698/16]

18/10/2016WRE03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am pleased 
to say that overall funding for services for older people has increased to €765 million in 2017 - 
an increase of €82 million since the HSE’s 2016 Service Plan.  This has focused on additional 
funding for homecare in particular and is aimed at allowing people to continue to live in their 
own homes and at facilitating discharge of older people from acute hospitals. 

Since the Government took Office, we have significantly increased the funding available for 
homecare.  An additional €40m (including €10m as part of the forthcoming Winter initiative) 
already provided in 2016 represented an increase of over 13% in the total funding available, and 
means that the number of Home Care Packages provided this year will increase from 15,450 to 
15,800 and home help hours from 10.4million to 10.57 million.



18 October 2016

185

The Winter Initiative will also provide another €1.4m for homecare this year which will 
provide a further 650 Packages by year’s end.  These will be targeted at 10 specific hospitals to 
allow people to be discharged home quickly.  Over 2016 the number of Home care Packages 
being provided will have increased by 1,000.

In 2017, €14.6m of the Winter Initiative will be to fund homecare, and there will be another 
€3.8m to maintain existing levels of service and €10m for new developments.  Details of the 
services to be provided with these funds will be set out in the coming weeks in the forthcoming 
HSE 2017 National Service Plan.

Demand for homecare has increased significantly in recent years and this is a continuing 
trend.  This is due to a number of factors including long-run demographic trends, an increased 
desire on the part of many older people to stay in their own homes and communities for as long 
as possible and continuing requirements to support discharges from acute hospitals.  The re-
sources available for homecare came under severe pressure in recent years because of the wider 
economic environment, and this, coupled with the other factors that I have already mentioned 
means that we have a good deal of ground to make up.  I think we have made a very substantive 
start to that process but it will take some time to get to where we would ideally want to be in 
terms of home care services.

 Question No. 95 answered with Question No. 59.

18/10/2016WRE03200Home Care Packages Funding

18/10/2016WRE0330096. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a detailed 
breakdown of the budget 2017 allocation for home care in terms of the spend on private and 
HSE-provided home help; the detail in terms of not-for-profit and for-profit agencies; the num-
ber of additional hours this will equate to per each spend; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30514/16]

18/10/2016WRE03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am pleased 
to say that overall funding for services for older people has increased to €765 million in 2017 - 
an increase of €82 million since the HSE’s 2016 Service Plan.  This has focused on additional 
funding for homecare in particular and is aimed at allowing people to continue to live in their 
own homes and at facilitating discharge of older people from acute hospitals.  

Since the Government took Office, we have significantly increased the funding available for 
homecare.  An additional €40m (including €10m as part of the forthcoming Winter initiative) 
already provided in 2016 represented an increase of over 13% in the total funding available, and 
means that the number of Home Care Packages provided this year will increase from 15,450 to 
15,800 and home help hours from 10.4million to 10.57 million.

The Winter Initiative will also provide another €1.4m for homecare this year which will 
provide a further 650 Packages by year’s end.  These will be targeted at 10 specific hospitals to 
allow people to be discharged home quickly.  Over 2016 the number of Home care Packages 
being provided will have increased by 1,000.

In 2017, €14.6m of the Winter Initiative will be to fund homecare, and there will be another 
€3.8m to maintain existing levels of service and €10m for new developments.  Details of the 
services to be provided with these funds will be set out in the coming weeks in the forthcoming 
HSE 2017 National Service Plan.

Homecare services are provided either directly by the HSE or through service agreements 
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with private and voluntary sector providers.  Approximately 85% of Home Help is provided 
directly by the HSE and not for profit providers.  It is estimated that approximately 60% of the 
HCP service is delivered by arrangement with external providers. 

From the 1st September 2016 all new Home Care Packages approved by the HSE will be 
provided by organisations that have been approved by the HSE following a detailed tender 
process.  The approved list of home care providers is available at www.hse.ie/homecarepack-
ageproviders.

18/10/2016WRE03500Maternity Services

18/10/2016WRE0360097. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his views regarding the 17% deficit 
in the number of midwifery staff needed to run maternity services cited by the master of the 
Coombe hospital on 13 September 2016 at a patient safety conference run by the State Claims 
Agency; the steps he will take to address this deficit; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30354/16]

18/10/2016WRE03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In May, the HSE granted approval to the 
Hospital Groups to recruit an additional 100 midwives.  The allocation of these midwives was 
informed by the findings of the Birth Rate Plus midwifery workforce project. 

In relation to the specific query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRE03800Mental Health Services

18/10/2016WRE0390098. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Health his views on the Economist Intel-
ligence Unit’s mental health integration index which shows Ireland lying in 11th position out of 
the EU 15 and 14th overall of the 30 countries studied (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30619/16]

18/10/2016WRE04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am aware 
of this study which was published in 2014 and is based in part on data from 2011.  According 
to this study, Ireland is in the Top 50% of 30 EU countries analysed in terms of Mental Health 
integration.  Since 2011, we have built on this performance, particularly in terms of funding, 
where the mental health budget has been increased by around 20%.

While the quantitative data used in the study is limited, it will be taken into account in 
the context of the forthcoming review process of ‘A Vision for Change’.The Department will 
shortly confirm the award of a contract for an external evidence expert review and analysis of 
international evidence and best practice in the development of mental health services, includ-
ing a review of current delivery of services in Ireland, the outcome of which will inform the 
parameters of a review of ‘A Vision for Change.’

18/10/2016WRE04100National Treatment Purchase Fund Waiting Times

18/10/2016WRE0420099. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health his views on the September 2016 
figures from the National Treatment Purchase Fund which showed that 2,936 persons are wait-
ing more than 18 months for an outpatient appointment in Beaumont Hospital; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30655/16]
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18/10/2016WRE04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A key challenge for our health system is to 
ensure that patients have timely access to health services, in light of increasing demand.  This 
Government is committed to a sustained focus on improving wait times, particularly for those 
waiting longest.

While the numbers on waiting lists are undoubtedly too high, the key issue is how long 
people are waiting.  According to the September waiting list data published by the NTPF, 75% 
of patients on the outpatient waiting list for Beaumont Hospital are waiting less than 12 months 
for their appointment and nearly 83% are waiting less than 15 months.

My Department works closely with the HSE and the NTPF to implement measures to re-
duce waiting times.  At my request, in August, the HSE developed an action plan to reduce, by 
year end, the number of patients currently waiting 18 months or more for an impatient/day-case 
procedure.

Also the NTPF is currently implementing an Endoscopy Initiative which aims to ensure 
that, by year end, no patient will be waiting 12 months or more for an endoscopy procedure. 

Furthermore, €7m of the Winter Initiative funding is to be utilised to fund a targeted waiting 
list programme to provide treatment for patients waiting for orthopaedic, spinal and scoliosis 
procedures.

Finally, the Budget 2017 provides for the treatment of our longest-waiting patients.  €20m 
is being allocated to the NTPF, rising to €55m in 2018.  Planning of this initiative is at an ad-
vanced stage by the NTPF, my Department and the HSE.

In relation to the specific query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

 Question No. 100 answered with Question No. 49.

 Question No. 101 answered with Question No. 44.

18/10/2016WRE04600National Treatment Purchase Fund Waiting Times

18/10/2016WRE04700102. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health his views on the September 2016 
figures from the National Treatment Purchase Fund which showed that 1,366 persons are wait-
ing more than 18 months for an outpatient appointment in University Hospital Limerick; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [30664/16]

18/10/2016WRE04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A key challenge for our health system is to 
ensure that patients have timely access to health services, in light of increasing demand.  This 
Government is committed to a sustained focus on improving wait times, particularly for those 
waiting longest.

While the numbers on waiting lists are undoubtedly too high, the key issue is how long 
people are waiting.  According to the September waiting list data published by the NTPF, nearly 
78% of patients on the outpatient waiting list for University Hospital Limerick are waiting less 
than 12 months for their appointment and 87% are waiting less than 15 months.

My Department works closely with the HSE and the NTPF to implement measures to re-
duce waiting times.  At my request, in August, the HSE developed an action plan to reduce, by 
year end, the number of patients currently waiting 18 months or more for an impatient / daycase 
procedure.
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Also the NTPF is currently implementing an Endoscopy Initiative which aims to ensure 
that, by year end, no patient will be waiting 12 months or more for an endoscopy procedure. 

Furthermore, €7m of the Winter Initiative funding is to be utilised to fund a targeted waiting 
list programme to provide treatment for patients waiting for orthopaedic, spinal and scoliosis 
procedures.

Finally, the Budget 2017 provides for the treatment of our longest-waiting patients.  €20m 
is being allocated to the NTPF, rising to €55m in 2018.  Planning of this initiative is at an ad-
vanced stage by the NTPF, my Department and the HSE.

 In relation to the specific query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRE04900Mental Health Services Funding

18/10/2016WRE05000103. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the level of funding he 
is committing in budget 2017 to mental health; the way in which this compares with the per-
centage of the health budget that is spent on mental health in Northern Ireland; and his views 
on the impact this will have on reaching the standards recommended in A Vision for Change. 
[30618/16]

18/10/2016WRE05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The allocation 
for Mental Health in 2017 will be €851.3 million, an increase of €24.7 million, or approxi-
mately 3%, over 2016.  In addition, a further €50 million will be provided for the construction 
of the new national forensic mental health service in Portrane.

The figure of €851.3 million represents approximately 6% of the total Health Budget of 
€14.2 billion.

The total Budget for the Department of Health in Northern Ireland is £4.88 billion (as at 
January 2016).  According to Northern Ireland’s Minister for Health, Michelle O’Neill (in an 
Assembly debate on Mental Health on 28th June 2016), the budget for Mental Health is now 
£250 million.  This is approximately 5.2% of the total Health Budget for Northern Ireland.  It is 
difficult, however, to compare the two sets of figures, since there are differences in the compi-
lation of each, reflecting varying composition of services and funding in the two jurisdictions.

‘A Vision for Change’ , published in 2006, sets out a 10 year policy framework for Ireland’s 
mental health services.  It recommended a requirement for additional ongoing funding of €151 
million over the next seven years.  Since that time, significant progress has been made. 

In 2012, the Mental Health budget was €711 million.  In 2017, it will rise to €851.3 million, 
an increase of €140 million, or almost 20%, over this period.  Overall, approximately 1,550 new 
posts have been approved for the mental health services since 2012 with approximately 1,000 
posts filled to date although some existing posts in that time have also been lost due to retire-
ments and normal attrition.

‘A Vision for Change’ has guided national mental health policy for the past 10 years and its 
term ends this year.  The Department will shortly confirm the award of a contract for an external 
evidence expert review and analysis of international best practice in the development of mental 
health services, including a review of current delivery of services in Ireland, the outcome of 
which will inform the parameters of a review of ‘A Vision for Change.’
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18/10/2016WRE05200Services for People with Disabilities

18/10/2016WRE05300104. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the therapeutic services for chil-
dren, such as occupational therapy, speech and language therapy, clinical psychology, physio-
therapy and dietetics that are available in community health organisations; the way in which 
parents in local areas can access these; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30691/16]

18/10/2016WRE05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRE05500Neuro-Rehabilitation Policy

18/10/2016WRE05600105. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm a date for 
the publication of the implementation plan to include a detailed timeline for the national neuro-
rehabilitation strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30496/16]

18/10/2016WRE05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Pro-
gramme for Partnership Government places a particular focus on a number of key programmes 
and strategies, including publishing a plan for advancing Neuro-rehabilitation services in the 
community.  Currently a National Steering Group, chaired by the Health Service Executive 
(HSE) Head of Disability Reform, is considering feedback on a draft implementation frame-
work which was circulated for consultation to wider stakeholder interest groups.  The revised 
framework will guide and oversee the reconfiguration and development of Neuro-rehabilitation 
structures and services at national and local level from a non-acute perspective.  Given the lead 
role of the HSE in this process, I have arranged for the Deputy’s question to be referred to the 
HSE for a direct reply to the Deputy. 

18/10/2016WRE05800Speech and Language Therapy Provision

18/10/2016WRE05900106. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the action that will be taken to re-
duce waiting times for children needing speech and language therapy in CHO 4; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30647/16]

18/10/2016WRE06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government recognises that waiting 
lists for speech and language therapy have been very difficult for families.  To address this, 
€4 million was provided under the HSE’s National Service Plan 2016 to specifically focus on 
speech and language therapy waiting lists in Primary Care and Social Care for children up to 
18 years old.   This investment represents a long-term increase in speech and language capacity 
that will be maintained into 2017 and beyond.  It builds on the significant additional resources 
that have been invested over the past number of years in the State’s primary care and disability 
services with a view to enhancing therapy service provision.  In addition, the HSE has intro-
duced a number of initiatives specifically in relation to speech and language therapy services 
that are aimed at improving access to these services, such as therapists increasing clinic based 
work and providing family centred interventions in a group, as opposed to a one-to-one setting, 
whenever possible. 

From the €4 million, the HSE is appointing 83 new full-time and recurring posts in primary 
care to address all the waiting lists by prioritising the longest-waiting children.  The HSE is also 
funding temporary measures in 2016 from the available funding which include temporary posts 
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and use of agency staff. 

As this question relates to speech and language service matters in Community Health Or-
ganisation 4, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive 
(HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRE06100Mental Health Services Provision

18/10/2016WRE06200107. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the targets in place for child and 
adolescent mental health service teams staff levels in CHO 2 in 2017 to bring them closer to 
the target set in A Vision for Change; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30682/16]

18/10/2016WRE06300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

18/10/2016WRE06400Mental Health Services Provision

18/10/2016WRE06500108. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the targets in place for child and 
adolescent mental health service teams staff levels in 2017 to bring them closer to the target set 
in A Vision for Change; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30650/16]

18/10/2016WRE06600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I have re-
cently secured additional funding for Mental Health Services in this Budget in line with the 
Programme for Partnership Government’s commitment to increase funding for this vital area of 
our Health services.  This additional funding will build on the already substantial funding that 
was provided for mental health since 2012 under the previous Government where annual fund-
ing increased over the period to 2016 by €115m or 16.5%.

All aspects of Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services are being developed, A Vision 
For Change recommends 80 additional child and adolescent psychiatric in-patient beds nation-
ally.  The HSE Operational Plan for Mental Health 2016 indicates that there are 76 Child and 
Adolescent Mental Health Service beds in the system, of which 66 are operational at present.  
As recruitment issues are addressed, the potential exists to further increase bed capacity.

The HSE National Service Plan objective for this year aims for 78% or greater of accepted 
referrals to Child and Adolescent Community Mental Health Teams to be seen within three 
months.  A priority target is to address the needs of those waiting over 12 months, while main-
taining targets for first appointments and seeing individuals within three months.  In addition, 
the Executive aims to improve the delivery of services in a more consistent and transparent 
manner, reflecting the identified clinical needs of the child.  Additional resources and facilities 
mean that we now have 67 Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service Teams, and 3 Paediat-
ric Liaison Teams, with further teams planned.

18/10/2016WRE06700Mental Health Policy

18/10/2016WRE06800109. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the status of the review for 
A Vision for Change; when the review will be published; the steps that have been taken to rein-
state the implementation body that served such a vital role in monitoring the implementation of 
A Vision for Change; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30396/16]
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18/10/2016WRE06900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): ‘A Vision for 
Change’ has guided national mental health policy for the past 10 years and its term comes to 
an end this year.  The Department of Health, following a recent request for tender, will shortly 
confirm the award of a contract for an expert evidence review and analysis of national and in-
ternational best practice in the development and delivery of mental health services.  The review 
aims to identify sites of best practice, outlining how these models can apply to the Irish context.  
The review will also assess the current delivery of Mental Health Services in Ireland having 
regard to the international evidence and the implementation of ‘A Vision for Change’, and will 
have regard to both human rights and Health and Well-being objectives. 

This evidence review will inform the parameters of a review of ‘A Vision for Change’.  Con-
sideration is also being given to establishing the appropriate oversight structure for the policy 
review process.

18/10/2016WRF00200Home Care Packages Funding

18/10/2016WRF00300110. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health his plans and the time-
frame for dealing with the shortfall in the budget for home care packages that means that the 
HSE cannot provide supports for persons in need of home care in some areas and this situation 
has been the same since June 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30617/16]

18/10/2016WRF00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am pleased 
to say that overall funding for services for older people has increased to €765 million in 2017 - 
an increase of €82 million since the HSE’s 2016 Service Plan.  This has focused on additional 
funding for home care in particular and is aimed at allowing people to continue to live in their 
own homes and at facilitating discharge of older people from acute hospitals.  

Since the Government took Office, we have significantly increased the funding available for 
home care.  An additional €40m (including €10m as part of the forthcoming Winter initiative) 
already provided in 2016 represented an increase of over 13% in the total funding available, and 
means that the number of Home Care Packages provided this year will increase from 15,450 to 
15,800 and home help hours from 10.4 million to 10.57 million.

The Winter Initiative will also provide another €1.4m for home care this year which will 
provide a further 650 Packages by year’s end. These will be targeted at 10 specific hospitals to 
allow people to be discharged home quickly. Over 2016 the number of Home care Packages 
being provided will have increased by 1,000.

In 2017, €14.6m of the Winter Initiative will be to fund home care, and there will be another 
€3.8m to maintain existing levels of service and €10m for new developments. Details of the 
services to be provided with these funds will be set out in the coming weeks in the forthcoming 
HSE 2017 National Service Plan.

Demand for home care has increased significantly in recent years and this is a continuing 
trend.  This is due to a number of factors including long-run demographic trends, an increased 
desire on the part of many older people to stay in their own homes and communities for as long 
as possible and continuing requirements to support discharges from acute hospitals.  The re-
sources available for home care came under severe pressure in recent years because of the wider 
economic environment, and this, coupled with the other factors that I have already mentioned 
means that we have a good deal of ground to make up.  I think we have made a very substantive 
start to that process but it will take some time to get to where we would ideally want to be in 
terms of home care services.



Questions - Written Answers

192

18/10/2016WRF00500National Treatment Purchase Fund Waiting Times

18/10/2016WRF00600111. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health his views on the September 
2016 figures from the National Treatment Purchase Fund which showed that in excess of 5,000 
children are waiting more than a year for an outpatient appointment in the three children’s hos-
pitals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30652/16]

18/10/2016WRF00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A key challenge for our health system is to 
ensure that patients have timely access to health services, in light of increasing demand.  This 
Government is committed to a sustained focus on improving wait times, particularly for those 
waiting longest.

While the numbers on waiting lists are undoubtedly too high, the key issue is how long chil-
dren are waiting.  According to the September waiting list data published by the NTPF, 82% of 
children on the Children’s Hospital Group waiting lists are waiting less than 12 months for their 
appointment and nearly 90% are waiting less than 15 months.

My Department works closely with the HSE and the NTPF to implement measures to re-
duce waiting times.  At my request, in August, the HSE developed an action plan to reduce, by 
year end, the number of patients currently waiting 18 months or more for an impatient-day case 
procedure.

Also the NTPF is currently implementing an Endoscopy Initiative which aims to ensure 
that, by year end, no patient will be waiting 12 months or more for an endoscopy procedure. 

Furthermore, €7m of the Winter Initiative funding is to be utilised to fund a targeted waiting 
list programme to provide treatment for patients waiting for orthopaedic, spinal and scoliosis 
procedures.

Finally, the Budget 2017 provides for the treatment of our longest-waiting patients.  €20m 
is being allocated to the NTPF, rising to €55m in 2018.  Planning of this initiative is at an ad-
vanced stage by the NTPF, my Department and the HSE.

In relation to the specific query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRF00800HSE Staff

18/10/2016WRF00900112. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the status of the restructuring of 
HSE management; the number of additional managerial posts that are being put in place in each 
hospital group and CHO; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30644/16]

18/10/2016WRF01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter. 

18/10/2016WRF01100Accident and Emergency Departments

18/10/2016WRF01200113. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the measures that will be taken to 
address the persistent emergency department overcrowding in University Hospital Limerick; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30665/16]

18/10/2016WRF01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
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HSE to respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRF01400Home Help Service Provision

18/10/2016WRF01500114. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the proposals in place to in-
crease the number of home help hours in counties Cavan and Monaghan in 2017; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30675/16]

18/10/2016WRF01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

18/10/2016WRF01700Hospital Appointments Administration

18/10/2016WRF01800115. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the ongoing cancellation of outpatient appointments for oncology services in Galway 
University Hospital; the explanation that has been offered by the Health Service Executive for 
these cancellations; the steps he will take to cease this practice in view of the vulnerability of 
the patients in question; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30395/16]

18/10/2016WRF01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department is aware that a number of 
outpatient oncology appointments have had to be rescheduled at University Hospital Galway.  
The HSE has advised that this is due to a high volume of patients listed for attendance at the 
Oncology/Haemotology day ward.  The patients involved have been provided with rescheduled 
dates and every effort is being made to see all patients in a timely fashion.

Waiting list data published by the National Treatment Purchase Fund in September shows 
that 83% of all patients on the outpatient waiting lists for University Hospital Galway are wait-
ing less than 12 months for their appointment and nearly 90% are waiting less than 15 months.

Also, the Budget for 2017 makes provision for the treatment of longest-waiting patients.  A 
total of €20m is being allocated to the National Treatment Purchase Fund, rising to €55m in 
2018.  Planning of this initiative across all hospitals by the National Treatment Purchase Fund, 
my Department and the HSE  is at an advanced stage.

18/10/2016WRF02000Ambulance Service Provision

18/10/2016WRF02100116. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the status of the review of ambu-
lance services in the mid-west; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30695/16]

18/10/2016WRF02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Ambulance Service has un-
dergone a programme of modernisation in recent years and a number of significant service in-
novations and developments have taken place.  These developments will continue in 2017 with 
increased funding which will be available to the National Ambulance Service for 2017.

With regard to the specific enquiry raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter I have 
asked the HSE to respond to you directly. 

18/10/2016WRF02300Ambulance Service Provision
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18/10/2016WRF02400117. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health the details of the proposed 
review of the provision of ambulance services in County Clare; if he will undertake that this 
review will not lead to a reduction in the number of National Ambulance Service vehicles in the 
county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30671/16]

18/10/2016WRF02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Ambulance Service has un-
dergone a programme of modernisation in recent years and a number of significant service in-
novations and developments have taken place.  These developments will continue in 2017 with 
increased funding which will be available to the National Ambulance Service for 2017.

With regard to the specific enquiry raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter I have 
asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRF02600Mental Health Services Staff

18/10/2016WRF02700118. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the targets in place for child and 
adolescent mental health service teams staff levels in CHO 7 in 2017 to bring them closer to 
the target set in A Vision for Change; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30678/16]

18/10/2016WRF02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

18/10/2016WRF02900UK Referendum on EU Membership

18/10/2016WRF03000119. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the papers his Department has 
put together on the implications of Brexit for cross-Border health co-operation; if he had any 
contact with his counterpart in the North outside of the NSMC on these issues; if he will be in-
creasing frequency of contact on this in view of the fact the Brexit negotiation process is set to 
commence in March 2017; the number of whole-time equivalents and his Department assigned 
to work in this area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30498/16]

18/10/2016WRF03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department has built on initial work 
completed to undertake a full audit of the possible impacts, risks, opportunities and contingen-
cies arising over the longer term as a result of the UK’s decision to leave the EU, including in 
the area of cross-border health co-operation.  This work is being conducted by a sub-committee 
of the Management Board set up to examine the potential consequences of a UK decision to 
leave the EU on healthcare in Ireland and for Irish citizens.  This sub-committee is chaired at 
senior level and meets regularly, with each division within my Department providing support 
and analysis.  In this way, work on Brexit-related issues is mainstreamed throughout the Depart-
ment. The work of the Management Board sub-committee feeds into the Senior Officials Group 
on EU Affairs and the Interdepartmental Group on EU/UK Affairs, which are coordinated cen-
trally by the Department of the Taoiseach. 

The North South Ministerial Council (NSMC) Plenary in July provided an important op-
portunity for an initial strategic discussion between the Government and the NI Executive on 
the impact of the recent UK referendum.  In order to optimise joint planning and engagement 
on key issues arising following the UK referendum result, the NSMC agreed to work together 
to ensure that Northern Ireland’s interests are protected and advanced and the benefits of North/
South co-operation are fully recognised in any new arrangements which emerge as regards the 
United Kingdom’s future relationship with the European Union.  NSMC ministerial sectorial 
meetings will provide an important forum for consideration of the strategic and cross-cutting 
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issues arising from the UK referendum.  The next NSMC Health and Food Safety ministerial 
sectorial meeting will take place in Armagh on 9 November 2016.  Minister O’Neill and I will 
continue our consideration of the potential implications of the leave vote for North/South co-
operation on the areas for which we have responsibility.

Regular contact with counterparts at political and official level will be maintained and in-
tensified in advance of and throughout the Brexit negotiation process.  There will also be con-
tinued engagement with parliamentarians throughout these islands through the work of the 
North South Inter-Parliamentary Association; the British Irish Parliamentary Assembly and the 
Oireachtas Joint Committee on the Implementation of the Good Friday Agreement.

18/10/2016WRF03200National Treatment Purchase Fund Waiting Times

18/10/2016WRF03300120. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health his views on the September 
2016 figures from the National Treatment Purchase Fund which showed that 1,674 persons are 
waiting more than 18 months for an outpatient appointment in Cork University Hospital; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [30658/16]

18/10/2016WRF03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A key challenge for our health system is to 
ensure that patients have timely access to health services, in light of increasing demand. This 
Government is committed to a sustained focus on improving wait times, particularly for those 
waiting longest.

While the numbers on waiting lists are undoubtedly too high, the key issue is how long 
people are waiting. According to the September waiting list data published by the NTPF, 80% 
of patients on the outpatient waiting lists for Cork University Hospital are waiting less than 12 
months for their appointment and 88% are waiting less than 15 months.

My Department works closely with the HSE and the NTPF to implement measures to re-
duce waiting times. At my request, in August, the HSE developed an action plan to reduce, by 
year end, the number of patients currently waiting 18 months or more for an impatient-day case 
procedure.

Also the NTPF is currently implementing an Endoscopy Initiative which aims to ensure 
that, by year end, no patient will be waiting 12 months or more for an endoscopy procedure. 

Furthermore, €7m of the Winter Initiative funding is to be utilised to fund a targeted waiting 
list programme to provide treatment for patients waiting for orthopaedic, spinal and scoliosis 
procedures.

Finally, the Budget 2017 provides for the treatment of our longest-waiting patients. €20m is 
being allocated to the NTPF, rising to €55m in 2018. Planning of this initiative is at an advanced 
stage by the NTPF, my Department and the HSE.

In relation to the specific query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRF03500Home Care Packages Funding

18/10/2016WRF03600121. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health his plans to invest in home-based 
care to support and enable persons with dementia to remain living at home in budget 2017; and 
his views on whether an initial investment in the budget is necessary of at least €50 million plus 
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which then must be built on year on year [30294/16]

18/10/2016WRF03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): Home care 
services are critical to allow older people, including people with dementia, to stay in their own 
homes for as long as possible.  They can also provide respite to carers and support them in their 
caring role.  I am pleased to say that overall funding for services for older people has increased 
to €765 million in 2017 - an increase of €82 million since the HSE’s 2016 Service Plan.  This 
has focused on additional funding for home care in particular and is aimed at allowing people 
to continue to live in their own homes and at facilitating discharge of older people from acute 
hospitals.  A significant proportion of those availing of home care services are people with de-
mentia. 

Since the Government took Office, we have significantly increased the funding available for 
home care. An additional €40m (including €10m as part of the forthcoming Winter initiative) 
already provided in 2016 represented an increase of over 13% in the total funding available, 
and means that the number of Home Care Packages provided this year increase from 15,450 to 
15,800 and home help hours from 10.4 million to 10.57 million.

The Winter Initiative will also provide another €1.4m for home care this year which will 
provide a further 650 Packages by year’s end.  These will be targeted at 10 specific hospitals to 
allow people to be discharged home quickly.  Over 2016 the number of Home care Packages 
being provided will have increased by 1,000.

In 2017, €14.6m of the Winter Initiative will be to fund home care, and there will be another 
€3.8m to maintain existing levels of service and €10m for new developments.  Details of the 
services to be provided with these funds will be set out in the coming weeks in the forthcoming 
HSE 2017 National Service Plan.

The Implementation Programme, co-funded by the HSE and the Atlantic Philanthropies, 
which accompanies the Irish National Dementia Strategy, includes the provision of Intensive 
Home Care Packages for people with dementia valued at €22.1 million.  To date 133 people 
living with dementia have benefitted at an average cost of €1,000 per package per week and 71 
people are currently in receipt of such a package.  Up to 500 people with dementia and their 
families are expected to benefit from Intensive Home Care Packages over the lifetime of the 
Implementation Programme.  

These Dementia-Specific Intensive Home Care Packages, together with mainstream home 
help and standard packages, will facilitate people with dementia whose needs have been as-
sessed as requiring these supports to remain in their own homes and communities in accordance 
with the objectives of the National Dementia Strategy. 

18/10/2016WRF03800Occupational Therapy

18/10/2016WRF03900122. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the action that will be taken to 
reduce waiting times for children needing occupational therapy in counties Laois and Offaly; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30669/16]

18/10/2016WRF04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Programme for a Partnership Govern-
ment commits to a decisive shift within the health service towards primary care in order to 
deliver better care close to home in communities across the country. Occupational Therapy has, 
as one of its core values, the principle of enabling people to remain in their own homes and 
communities.  



18 October 2016

197

I can advise the Deputy that the HSE National Therapy Service Review Group will address 
waiting lists in Occupational Therapy as a joint project across the Primary Care and Social 
Care Divisions. This will include a detailed analysis of waiting times and resource deployment 
across the country. The Group will consult with the professional bodies and other stakeholders 
with the aim of having better access to services and a standardised approach to the delivery of 
Occupational Therapy services across the country.

I am confident that the review will have a positive impact on the future delivery of Occupa-
tional Therapy services throughout the country.  

As this question relates to occupational therapy service matters in Laois and Offaly, I have 
arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply 
to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRF04100National Drugs Strategy

18/10/2016WRF04200123. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the additional funding that is 
being provided for the drugs strategy in 2017; the targets the funds are expected to deliver; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [30657/16]

18/10/2016WRF04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): On 12 Oc-
tober 2016, I announced the allocation of an additional €3m in the 2017 Budget to increase 
support for interventions aimed at improving the health outcomes of the most vulnerable in our 
society, including Traveller and Roma communities, those affected by addiction issues, those 
experiencing homelessness and asylum seekers and refugees. 

The additional funding will also be used to support the establishment of a pilot supervised 
injecting facility in Dublin city centre during 2017.  Legislation is being drafted to allow for the 
establishment and licensing of supervised injecting facilities by the Minister for Health.  Draft-
ing is at advanced stage and it is intended to publish the Bill during the current Dáil session. 

I also intend to use the additional funding to address my other key priorities, which include  
increasing the availability of buprenorphine/naloxone treatment, as an alternative treatment, for 
the identified cohorts of patients for whom methadone treatment is not suitable; addressing gaps 
in addiction service provision for under 18s and providing more detox places in community and 
residential settings next year. 

As the Deputy will be aware, a Steering Committee, with an independent chair, has been 
established to advise me on a new National Drugs Strategy, which will take effect in 2017, 
when the current policy expires.  I expect to receive a report from the Steering Committee early 
in the New Year.  Minister Harris and I intend to develop and bring to Government a proposal 
for multi-annual investment in drugs as part of the memorandum for Government on the new 
Strategy.

18/10/2016WRF04400Disability Services Provision

18/10/2016WRF04500124. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health his plans to improve disability 
services for children in counties Laois and Offaly. [30296/16]

18/10/2016WRF04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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18/10/2016WRF04700Mental Health Services Staff

18/10/2016WRF04800125. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the targets in place for child 
and adolescent mental health service teams staff levels in CHO 5 in 2017 to bring them closer to 
the target set in A Vision for Change; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30660/16]

18/10/2016WRF04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

  Question No. 126 answered with Question No. 62.

18/10/2016WRF05100National Treatment Purchase Fund Waiting Times

18/10/2016WRF05200127. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health his views on the September 
2016 figures from the National Treatment Purchase Fund which showed that 1,137 persons are 
waiting more than 12 months for an outpatient appointment in Cavan General Hospital; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [30674/16]

18/10/2016WRF05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A key challenge for our health system is to 
ensure that patients have timely access to health services, in light of increasing demand.  This 
Government is committed to a sustained focus on improving wait times, particularly for those 
waiting longest.

While the numbers on waiting lists are undoubtedly too high, the key issue is how long 
people are waiting.  According to the September waiting list data published by the NTPF, 86% 
of patients on the outpatient waiting lists for Cavan Hospital are waiting less than 12 months for 
their appointment and nearly 95% are waiting less than 15 months.

My Department works closely with the HSE and the NTPF to implement measures to re-
duce waiting times.  At my request, in August, the HSE developed an action plan to reduce, by 
year end, the number of patients currently waiting 18 months or more for an impatient-day case 
procedure.

Also the NTPF is currently implementing an Endoscopy Initiative which aims to ensure 
that, by year end, no patient will be waiting 12 months or more for an endoscopy procedure. 

Furthermore, €7m of the Winter Initiative funding is to be utilised to fund a targeted waiting 
list programme to provide treatment for patients waiting for orthopaedic, spinal and scoliosis 
procedures.

Finally, the Budget 2017 provides for the treatment of our longest-waiting patients. €20m 
is being allocated to the NTPF, rising to €55m in 2018.  Planning of this initiative is at an ad-
vanced stage by the NTPF, my Department and the HSE.

In relation to the specific query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRF05400Health Services Staff Recruitment

18/10/2016WRF05500128. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he envisages difficulties in 
recruiting additional nurses and midwives that have been outlined in the budget speech of the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform in view of the inferior terms and conditions for 
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new nurses and midwives; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30838/16]

18/10/2016WRF05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): It is recognised that recruitment and reten-
tion of nurses and midwives is a significant issue at present.  This is due to a range of factors 
including intense competition globally and from private providers for nurses due to a world 
wide shortage and the international standing of public nurses trained in Ireland, working condi-
tions and lifestyle choices.  I am committed to making terms and conditions for all nurses and 
midwives working in the Irish public health system as attractive as possible.

A number of specific measures have also been taken in relation to pay that will support the 
recruitment and retention of Irish nursing and midwifery graduates.  Measures to date  include 
the first stage of pay restoration under the Lansdowne Road Agreement, additional pay in return 
for taking on some duties from doctors and an increase in the rate of pay for the student nursing 
placement to 70% of the first point of the staff nurse pay scale.

In the past week the Government has approved restoration of incremental credit for all 
nurses in respect of the 36 week clinical placement undertaken by 4th year student nurses in 
the context of the 2017 Estimates.  This decision means that all nurses and midwives will have 
incremental credit for the 36 week placement restored from 1 January 2017, restoration of the 
credit to 2016 and future graduates having been approved earlier this year.  It is estimated that 
the inclusion of 2011 to 2015 graduates will benefit around 4,000 nurses who are currently 
working within the public health service and potentially another 3,000 who may wish to return 
to the public system in the future.

The HSE is offering permanent posts to 2016 degree programme graduates, and full time 
permanent contracts to those in temporary posts.  The HSE is also focused on converting agen-
cy staffing to permanent posts.  The HSE’s National Recruitment Service is actively operating 
rolling nursing recruitment campaigns.  The campaigns encompass General, Mental Health, 
Intellectual Disability and Registered Children’s Nurses, and also Midwives. In addition, a re-
location package of up to €1,500 is available to nurses who return from overseas. 

There has been increase of 1,163 nurses employed in the public health service (34,375 to 
35,538) from August 2014 to August 2016, numbers having fallen by almost 4,600 from 2007 
to 2014.  The total budget for the health service in 2017 is €14.6 billion, the highest ever health 
budget, and this will allow for the filling of an additional 1,000 nursing posts. 

  Question No. 129 withdrawn.

18/10/2016WRF05800Inniúlacht sa Ghaeilge sa Státseirbhís

18/10/2016WRF05900130. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Peadar Tóibín den Taoiseach cad é an líon daoine a bhfuil cu-
mas feidhmeach acu sa Ghaeilge agus atá ag obair ina Roinn. [30062/16]

18/10/2016WRF06000131. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Peadar Tóibín den Taoiseach an bhfuil sprioc leagtha amach 
maidir le líon daoine a bhfuil cumas feidhmeach acu sa Ghaeilge a bheith ag obair sa Roinn de 
réir reachtaíochta agus an bhfuil an sprioc sin bainte amach go fóill. [30063/16]

18/10/2016WRF06100Taoiseach (Deputy Enda Kenny): Ba cheart a thabhairt ar aird go mbaineann formhór 
obair mo Roinne leis an Rialtas, le Ranna Rialtais agus le Gníomhaireachtaí eile Rialtais.  Mar 
thoradh air sin, ní bhíonn aon éileamh mór ag an bpobal ar ár gcuid seirbhísí i nGaeilge.

É sin ráite, aithníonn mo Roinnse an tábhacht atá le roinnt ball foirne a bheith sa Roinn atá 
líofa sa Ghaeilge agus atá in ann seirbhísí a chur ar fáil trí Ghaeilge.  Go deimhin, deirtear i 
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gCairt Chustaiméirí mo Roinne go ndéanfar freastal ar chustaiméirí ar mian leo a ngnó a dhé-
anamh trí Ghaeilge.  Tá curtha in iúl ag roinnt ball foirne atá ag obair i mo Roinn go bhfuil siad 
inniúil i nGaeilge agus go bhfuil siad in ann leibhéil éagsúla seirbhíse a chur ar fáil do chus-
taiméirí trí Ghaeilge.  Tá cúigear ball foirne sainaitheanta chun an tseirbhís seo a chur ar fáil.

Ag teacht le beartas an Rialtais, sonraítear i Scéim Teangacha Oifigiúla mo Roinne 2016-
2019 (faoi Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla) dhá Phost a bhfuil Gaeilge ag teastáil ina leith - ceann 
amháin i m’Oifig Phríobháideach agus ceann eile i bPreas-Oifig an Rialtais.  Tá an dá phost 
líonta faoi láthair.

18/10/2016WRF06200Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

18/10/2016WRF06300132. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Taoiseach the details and outcomes of his discussion 
with a person (details supplied) following their meeting last week. [30446/16]

18/10/2016WRF06400137. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent meeting 
with European Commissioner, Michel Barnier; if Commissioner Barnier appreciates the special 
difficulties of Ireland with regard to an exit by the UK from the EU; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30875/16]

18/10/2016WRF06500The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 132 and 137 together.

I welcomed the European Commission’s Chief Brexit Negotiator, Michel Barnier, to Gov-
ernment Buildings on 12 October.  

Mr. Barnier’s visit to Dublin was one of a series of engagements with EU capitals, in order 
to prepare for the forthcoming Brexit negotiations.  Our discussions were timely, especially 
given the recent indication by Prime Minister May that she will trigger Article 50 no later than 
March next year.  During his visit, Mr Barnier also met with the Tánaiste; the Minister for For-
eign Affairs and Trade; the Minister for European Affairs, as well as senior officials. 

Mr. Barnier, who took office as Head of the European Commission’s Brexit Taskforce on 1 
October, will lead the EU’s technical negotiations with the UK. 

This process will advance under the political guidance of EU Heads of State or Government 
at the European Council, once the UK Government has formally triggered Article 50.

My exchange with Mr Barnier was open and constructive.  He is well-known to us in Ire-
land, given his various roles at national and at EU levels.  Consequently he has a nuanced ap-
preciation of our close historical, political and economic ties with the UK. 

During our discussions, I took the opportunity to emphasise and explain in some detail 
Ireland’s unique set of concerns arising from Brexit, in relation to Northern Ireland, the peace 
process, and citizenship issues; the Common Travel Area and border issues; and the depth of 
our economic and trade relationship with the UK.  We also spoke about Ireland’s strong support 
for EU membership and our commitment to play a full part in the negotiations process.  In this 
context, I briefed Mr. Barnier about the various strands of work which are advancing here at po-
litical and official levels to prepare Ireland to the maximum extent possible for the period ahead.

Given the critical role of Mr. Barnier and the Commission, it was also useful to hear his 
thoughts about the process and how negotiations might be handled in the next, critical phase.

I assured Mr. Barnier that we looked forward to working closely with the Commission team 
in the months ahead and we agreed to stay in close contact.
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18/10/2016WRF06600Citizens Assembly

18/10/2016WRF06700133. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Taoiseach the schedule of which topics to be 
discussed at the upcoming Citizens Assembly and, specifically, when the discussion regarding 
the eighth amendment is expected to take place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30549/16]

18/10/2016WRF06800The Taoiseach: Dáil and Seanad Éireann passed a Resolution in July approving the estab-
lishment of the Citizens’ Assembly with a mandate to look at the following issues:

(i)   the Eighth Amendment of the Constitution

(ii) how we best respond to the challenges and opportunities of an ageing population;

(iii) fixed term parliaments;

(iv) the manner in which referenda are held; and

(v)  how the State can make Ireland a leader in tackling climate change.

The Assembly will also be asked to consider such other matters as may be referred to it. 

The Resolution provides that the Assembly will make a report on each item to the Houses 
of the Oireachtas, that its first report will be on item (i), the Eighth Amendment of the Constitu-
tion, and that it will report on each remaining item not later than one year from the date of its 
first meeting.

The Assembly is chaired by a Supreme Court Judge, Ms Justice Laffoy, and operates in-
dependently of the Government and will report directly to the Houses of the Oireachtas.  It 
decides on all matters relating to its operation, including its rules and procedures, the timing of 
its meetings and, subject to the Resolution passed by the Houses, the prioritisation of its work 
programme.  

The inaugural meeting of the Assembly took place last Saturday, 15 October and I under-
stand it will meet again on the last weekend in November, at which time it will begin its consid-
eration of the Eighth Amendment of the Constitution.

18/10/2016WRF06900Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

18/10/2016WRF07000134. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach his plans for bilateral meetings with 
other Heads of Government in the period up to end-March 2017. [30718/16]

18/10/2016WRF07100The Taoiseach: I will meet the President of Cyprus today Tuesday 18 October as part of his 
State visit to Ireland.  I will meet with the Prime Minister of Malta next month.

While there are proposals for meetings with other Heads of Government, there are no other 
confirmed meetings in my diary at this point.

18/10/2016WRG00200Departmental Staff Data

18/10/2016WRG00300135. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the number of personnel in his Depart-
ment assigned to lead interdepartmental groups not directly linked to a Cabinet committee and 
the names of the relevant groups. [30719/16]
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18/10/2016WRG00400The Taoiseach: Four senior officials from my Department chair interdepartmental groups 
that are not directly linked to a Cabinet Committee.  Details of the relevant groups are listed 
below.

- Civil Service Management Board,

- National Risk Assessment Steering Group,

- Strategic Communications Working Group,

- Priory Hall Implementation Oversight Group,

- InterDepartmental/Agency Group on the Rugby World Cup 2023 bid.

18/10/2016WRG00500North-South Ministerial Council

18/10/2016WRG00600136. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he is preparing any proposals on 
North-South infrastructure for discussion with Northern Ireland’s First Minister. [30722/16]

18/10/2016WRG00700The Taoiseach: The Irish Government outlined its commitment to supporting North-South 
development in the Capital Investment Plan 2016 - 2021, and in the Programme for a Partner-
ship Government.

The “Fresh Start Agreement” negotiated in 2015 also sets out the Irish Government commit-
ment to investing in infrastructure to support North-South cooperation to help unlock the full 
potential of the economies of both jurisdictions.

On foot of the Fresh Start Agreement, a group of senior officials from the Irish Government 
and the Northern Ireland Executive have been meeting regularly to maintain a strategic over-
view of economic and infrastructural investment, particularly with regard to the projects set out 
in Fresh Start.

This group is also considering opportunities for sourcing further investment for all-island 
infrastructure projects for mutual benefit, including through PPPs, EU funding and other non-
Exchequer sources.

I will discuss progress on this with the First and deputy First Minister at the next meeting of 
the North-South Ministerial Council in Armagh on 18 November.

  Question No. 137 answered with Question No. 132.

18/10/2016WRG01100Equality Issues

18/10/2016WRG01200138. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the pro-
cedure for a prospective tenant in the private rental market to report cases of discrimination 
against rent allowance recipients; her views on whether the Workplace Relations Commission 
is the appropriate agency for this procedure; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[30214/16]

18/10/2016WRG01300141. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if the 
agency responsible for dealing with discrimination in cases of private rented accommodation is 
the Workplace Relations Commission. [30583/16]
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18/10/2016WRG01400142. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
reason the Workplace Relations Commission is the agency responsible for dealing with dis-
crimination in cases of private rented accommodation; and her plans to transfer this power to 
the RTB. [30584/16]

18/10/2016WRG01500Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 138, 141 and 142 together.

The functions of the former Equality Tribunal, both in relation to discrimination regarding 
employment and in the provision of services, became the function of the Workplace Relations 
Commission (WRC) on the merger of the Equality Tribunal and other bodies to form that Com-
mission.  I regard as appropriate that the WRC should continue to deal with the full range of is-
sues relating to discrimination.  This includes alleged discrimination in relation to the provision 
of Housing Assistance Payment and rent allowance as provided for in the Equality (Miscella-
neous Provisions) Act 2015.  I do not propose to change those arrangements.  It is important to 
understand that there will be no relationship of landlord and tenant between the parties in a case 
where a prospective tenant alleges discrimination on the basis of being or not being in receipt 
of either of the payments specified and the Residential Tenancies Board would therefore not be 
the appropriate body for such cases.

Members of the public may obtain advice from the Irish Human Rights and Equality Com-
mission if they feel that they have been discriminated against contrary to equality legislation, 
including advice on how to take a claim to the WRC, which provides a free and accessible 
adjudication service.

18/10/2016WRG01600Student Visas Administration

18/10/2016WRG01700139. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity if her Department will intervene in cases such as that of a person (details supplied) in view 
of the launch of the international education strategy; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [30413/16]

18/10/2016WRG01800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
visa application referred to was granted on 11 October, 2016.  The Deputy may wish to note that 
the visa application was first made on 26 July 2016, and initially refused on 24 August 2016.  
An appeal against the initial refusal was not received until 4 October, 2016, and a decision to 
approve the application was made within five working days on 11 October, 2016.  There was no 
undue delay on the part of the Visa Office in processing this visa application.  Indeed, had the 
applicant lodged their appeal earlier than they did, the application would have been finalised 
sooner.  On a general note INIS encourages students to make their applications for visas as early 
as possible to allow for sufficient time for them to be processed.  

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  In addition, ap-
plicants may themselves e-mail queries directly to the INIS Visa Office (visamail@justice.ie).
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18/10/2016WRG01900Mortgage Resolution Processes

18/10/2016WRG02000140. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
will intervene and request receivers to agree to cease giving notice to those occupying repos-
sessed properties until a sale is agreed, rather than once it goes on sale as is the common prac-
tice. [30550/16]

18/10/2016WRG02100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As re-
gards the appointment of receivers to property, the position is that such an appointment may be 
made under company law or land and conveyancing law.  Relevant provisions in the Land and 
Conveyancing Law Reform Act 2009 apply in the case of for mortgages created after 1 Decem-
ber 2009, while broadly similar provisions in the Conveyancing Act 1881 apply to mortgages 
created prior to that date.  Apart from these statutory powers enshrined in the 2009 and 1881 
Acts, the legal instruments which create mortgages usually contain broader contractual terms 
between the parties in relation to appointment of a receiver and any additional powers which he 
or she may exercise on appointment.

When it comes to exercising the power of sale, the law imposes on the mortgagee, and any 
receiver appointed by the mortgagee, a duty of care to ensure as far as is reasonably practicable 
that the mortgaged property is sold at the best price reasonably obtainable.  This obligation to 
act in good faith in the interests of a distressed borrower, which is now set out in section 103 of 
the Land and Conveyancing Law Reform Act 2009, is reflective of earlier case law.  Depending 
on the circumstances and the nature of the property, achieving the best price reasonable obtain-
able may require vacant possession of the property and this has also been recognised by the 
courts.  It would not, therefore, be appropriate for me in my capacity as Minister for Justice and 
Equality to intervene in a manner which might adversely impact on the interests of distressed 
borrowers whose property is being sold by mortgagees or receivers appointed by them.  Rules 
applicable to the giving of notice of sale to tenants in such cases vary according to the type of 
tenancy, including those which fall within the scope of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004.

Questions Nos. 141 and 142 answered with Question No. 138.

18/10/2016WRG02300Immigration Policy

18/10/2016WRG02400143. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
detail of the commitment in the programme for Government concerning ensuring a balanced 
migration policy. [30717/16]

18/10/2016WRG02500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): It is im-
portant to state at the outset that a particular focus of my Department in the coming period will 
be to support the Government’s ongoing engagement with UK and EU partners in relation to 
‘Brexit’ with a view to ensuring a beneficial outcome for Ireland.  Immigration and borders 
policy, including the preservation of the Common Travel Area, is of course of central impor-
tance to this process.

The Programme for a Partnership Government sets out the objective of pursuing a balanced 
migration policy that supports our economy and meets our international and humanitarian ob-
ligations, whilst also taking a tough approach to tackling illegal migration. It also commits to 
supporting a humanitarian response to the current refugee crisis and providing a safe haven 
to those who come to Ireland under EU programmes. The Programme also sets out a number 
of actions to be taken by the Government in achieving these goals.  Significant progress has 
already been made across a wide number of areas in delivering on this programme including:
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Supporting the Economy: Key examples of work in this area include Ireland’s Immigrant 
Investor Scheme and Start-Up Entrepreneur Programme as well as our ongoing work to sup-
port the implementation of Ireland’s International Education Strategy (2016-2020), which was 
launched in October by the Minister for Education and Skills.  Economic activity and tourism 
are also supported by measures such as the British Irish Visa Scheme (BIVS), whereby a visitor 
to either Ireland or the UK requires only one single visa (either an Irish or UK one depending 
on their first country of landing) and the recent extension of the Irish Short Stay Visa Waiver 
Programme for a further five years to 31 October 2021 which make it easier for visitors from 
countries covered under the programme to come to visit Ireland.

Irish Refugee Protection Programme: The IRPP was established by Government Decision 
on 10 September 2015 as a direct response to the humanitarian crisis that developed in South-
ern Europe as a consequence of mass migration from areas of conflict in the Middle East and 
Africa.  The IRPP pledged to accept a total of 4,000 persons, through a combination of the EU 
relocation mechanism established by two EU Council Decisions in 2015 to assist Italy and 
Greece, and the UNHCR-led refugee resettlement programme currently focused on resettling 
refugees from camps in Jordan and Lebanon.  This was made up of 520 under resettlement and 
2,622 under the EU Relocation programme.  A further 260 has been approved by the Govern-
ment under Resettlement, with the balance of the allocation to be decided.  By the end of this 
year the full complement of 520 will be resettled. My officials are in Lebanon now finalising 
the additional 260 under resettlement who will arrive next Spring and I am actively considering 
a further substantial pledge under resettlement.  While the relocation programme from Greece 
and Italy has been slower to progress due to on the ground logistical and technical challenges 
there, following constant engagement and visits from my officials, significant numbers of asy-
lum seekers are now beginning to arrive in Ireland from Greece and I am hopeful that numbers 
will also start arriving from Italy in due course.  It is expected that up to 400 persons will arrive 
by year end under this programme.  The intention is to sustain the pace of intakes throughout 
2017, at the levels required to allow Ireland to meets its commitments within the timeframe 
envisaged by the Programme.

This will depend on the continued cooperation of the Greek and Italian authorities in the 
process of selecting and assessing persons for assignment to Ireland.

  Working Group on the Protection Process: The Report of the Working Group on the Pro-
tection Process was published following the Government decision of 30 June, 2015.  A signifi-
cant number of the Working Group recommendations have now been implemented, partially 
implemented or are in progress. It should also be noted that a small number of the recommenda-
tions have been superseded by Government initiatives in the interim since the publication of the 
Report.  In responding to length of time issues my Department has been proactively engaged in 
an examination of cases of those longest in the system.  These cases are being expedited result-
ing in a substantial number of people who were greater than five years in the system now dealt 
with. This has been a significant achievement which has had a real impact on many people and 
families in the protection process.  A key recommendation of the Working Group was the intro-
duction of a single application procedure in the protection process.  The International Protection 
Act 2015, which provides for such a procedure, was signed by the President on 30  December 
2015. It introduces significant reform of the multi-layered sequential protection process.  With 
additional resources to address the significant number of cases in the current system, the inten-
tion is to commence the single application procedure in the coming months taking into account 
the significant transitional arrangements needed to be put in place in advance of commence-
ment.  When successfully implemented and resourced it is aimed that a determination of the 
applicant’s status can be made in approximately 6 – 9 months.

  Integration: The Office for the Promotion of Migrant Integration, which operates under 



Questions - Written Answers

206

the ambit of my Department, has a cross-Departmental mandate to develop, lead and coordinate 
migrant integration policy across other Government Departments, agencies and services.  The 
Office is currently engaged in a review of the approach to the integration of migrants with a 
view to the preparation and publication of a new updated Migrant Integration Strategy.  The 
work undertaken by the Office thus far has included, inter alia, an extensive public consultation 
process including the involvement of key stakeholders.  The Strategy is being finalised and will 
be published at the end of 2016.

  Enforcement: The legislation in the enforcement area was recently amended by way of 
section 78 of the International Protection Act 2015, commenced on 10 March this year.  These 
amendments have inserted a new section 5 into the Immigration Act 1999 which deals with 
effecting deportation orders for persons illegally present in the State.  The increasing number 
of deportation orders effected since the legislative changes were introduced demonstrates the 
knock-on effect of the new legislation.  Targeted measures are being deployed to tackle abuse 
of our immigration and asylum system.  Specific Garda immigration operations run at the land 
border with Northern Ireland and at the Ports and other measures, such as Operation Vantage, 
have resulted in a reduction in the number of asylum seekers who have previous UK immi-
gration histories.  Operation Vantage is ongoing and forms part of my Department’s overall 
response to preventing so called “sham marriages” taking place.  Garda intelligence arising 
from the operation and information and data gathered from applications to INIS have led to 
the review of over 350 relevant applications by INIS, with a view to revoking immigration 
permission which may have been obtained by false pretences.  In addition, the Garda National 
Immigration Bureau, INIS and the General Registrars Office for Births, Marriages and Deaths 
continue to work closely to prevent such marriages taking place and to ensure no immigration 
advantage is gained as a result.  In addition, concerns regarding abuses of Free Movement are 
also the subject of investigation.

18/10/2016WRG02600Refugee Resettlement Programme

18/10/2016WRG02700144. Deputy John Halligan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of refugees Ireland is planning to take in here considering in 2015 it was only a very 
small number. [30959/16]

18/10/2016WRG02800Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP) was established by Government Decision on 
10 September 2015 as a direct response to the humanitarian crisis that developed in Southern 
Europe as a consequence of mass migration from areas of conflict in the Middle East and Africa.  
Under this programme, the Government has pledged to accept a total of 4,000 persons into the 
State by the end of 2017, through a combination of the EU relocation mechanism established 
by two EU Council Decisions in 2015 to assist Italy and Greece, and the UNHCR-led refugee 
resettlement programme currently focused on resettling refugees from camps in Lebanon.

In terms of the resettlement of programme refugees, in 13 May 2015 the European Com-
mission published an EU Agenda for Migration.  Among the measures proposed was the estab-
lishment of an EU-wide resettlement scheme to offer 20,000 resettlement places across the EU 
with each Member State’s allocations calculated according to a distribution key. Ireland’s al-
location under this mechanism was 272 persons displaced by the Syrian conflict to be resettled 
in Ireland over a two year period up to mid 2017.  Taking account of the situation in the Middle 
East, and the plight of the refugees, the Tánaiste announced that Ireland would go further and 
would accept 520 persons for resettlement over an 18 month period - up to the end of 2016. 
This was almost double the figure proposed by the Commission.  This cohort form part of the 



18 October 2016

207

commitment made by Ireland under the IRPP.  As of today, 500 persons displaced by the Syrian 
conflict have arrived in Ireland and a further seven are scheduled to arrive on 8 November.  The 
remainder of the quota of 520 will be taken in by the end of 2016, ahead of the schedule set out 
by the Commission.

In addition, the Government recently announced that it is extending the resettlement pro-
gramme to take in a further 260 refugees from Lebanon in 2017.  Hence, at least 780 of the 
4,000 that Ireland has agreed to accept under the Irish Refugee Protection Programme will 
come purely from the refugee cohort.  The possibility of an additional refugee pledge in 2017 is 
under active consideration.  Other mechanisms to fill the gap are also under review and will be 
contingent on further developments at EU level.

Under the EU relocation strand of the IRPP, it is well documented that the pace of arrivals 
to date has been slower than expected.  The Government is wholly committed to ensuring that 
Ireland meets its obligations under the EU Relocation mechanism in a timely fashion.  Fol-
lowing a highly productive visit by Irish officials to Greece earlier this year, the frequency and 
numbers of arrivals has increased and is continuing to improve.  Ireland has provided the Greek 
authorities with a full timetable for the acceptance, by end September 2017, of the entire cohort 
of asylum seekers allocated to Ireland under the relevant Council Decisions.  Ireland has to-date 
taken in 69 Syrians from Greece, a further 40 people are scheduled to arrive this month and 
another 63 people have been assessed and cleared for arrival.  Earlier this month IRPP officials 
interviewed a group of 71 people in Athens who, once cleared for travel, are expected to arrive 
in November.  Further missions are scheduled for November and December and by the end of 
2016 it is expected that Ireland will have accepted up to 400 people from Greece through the 
relocation pledge system.  The intention thereafter is to sustain the pace of intakes throughout 
2017 at the levels required to allow Ireland to meets its commitments within the time frame 
envisaged by the Programme.

The relocation of migrants from Italy to Ireland has been hampered by technical issues 
which were the subject of discussion with the Italian delegation in the margins of last month’s 
Prague Process conference on migration in Bratislava.  Officials are now working through these 
issues with colleagues in Brussels and I hope that the matter can be resolved in the near future 
which will allow the numbers being taken in under the IRPP to increase further.

18/10/2016WRG02900Refugee Resettlement Programme

18/10/2016WRG03000145. Deputy John Halligan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
reason a hotel (details supplied) is the only reception centre for the very few Syrian refugees 
that have come to Waterford city. [30960/16]

18/10/2016WRG03100Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
On behalf of the Office for the Promotion of Migrant Integration (OPMI), the Reception & 
Integration Agency (RIA) of my Department has contracted two Emergency Reception and 
Orientation Centres (EROCs) for the accommodation of refugees during their initial orientation 
period of approximately 12 weeks.  The two centres are the Hazel Hotel in Monasterevin and 
the Clonea Strand Hotel in Dungarvan.

The groups of refugees are brought to Ireland under the UNHCR Resettlement Programme.  
The orientation period gives them time to rest and adjust to their new environment and to learn 
about Irish life and culture. It is also a time of recovery.  While in the centre, resettled refugees 
receive information on their statutory entitlements in accordance with section 24 and section 
3 of the Refugee Act, 1996 (as amended) and on their responsibilities.  Also during this period 
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in the EROC, an orientation and language training programme is provided for adults, from 18 
years upwards, for a period of 6-8 weeks to prepare them for independent living in communities 
around Ireland.  The programme refugees are linked to local service providers and have the time 
to visit their GP to have urgent health matters addressed.  Children under the age of 18 partici-
pate in an induction programme to prepare them for entry into mainstream education.  They 
may be placed in early years educational programmes if appropriate and available, or childcare 
is provided to facilitate the adults’ participation in the orientation and language programme.

Additional information on the UNHCR Resettlement Programme can be found at: http://
www.integration.ie/ and http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/home.

18/10/2016WRG03200Irish Sign Language

18/10/2016WRG03300146. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
steps her Department is taking to ensure that Irish Sign Language is designated an official lan-
guage; the further steps being taken to ensure that the midlands area is being provided with the 
appropriate level of services; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30985/16]

18/10/2016WRG03400Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
As the Deputy will be aware, the Department of Justice and Equality is currently progressing a 
three-phase consultation process with a view to developing a new Disability Inclusion Strategy.  
Phase three has recently commenced, and as with Phase two, regional consultation meetings are 
being held.  Two of the three scheduled meetings have now taken place, with the third taking 
place next week.  Following this third phase, a draft Strategy will be prepared with the assis-
tance of the National Disability Strategy Steering Group for consideration by Government.  It 
is envisaged that the new Strategy will be in place by end 2016.  Issues in relation to the Deaf 
Community have featured strongly in the consultation process to date and I intend that the new 
Disability Inclusion Strategy will respond credibly to the issues raised, including making a real 
difference in relation to facilitating the use of Irish Sign Language (ISL).  For instance one of 
the actions proposes legislation that will ensure that all public bodies provide ISL users with 
free ISL interpretation when availing of their statutory services.  This would apply to all areas, 
including the Midlands.  In relation to operational issue re service availability, I should men-
tion that funding is provided by Department of Social Protection, via the Citizens Information 
Board, to support ISL services nationally.

18/10/2016WRG03500Garda Vetting Applications Data

18/10/2016WRG03600147. Deputy John Curran asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
cause of the delays in the Garda vetting process and in particular with regards to special needs 
assistants and teachers waiting to be vetted in order to fill vacant employment posts; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [30230/16]

18/10/2016WRG03700162. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the rea-
son it is taking so long for Garda vetting forms to be completed, regarding SNAs in particular; 
the measures she is taking to ensure those persons are given the earliest opportunity to take up 
their position; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30560/16]

18/10/2016WRG03800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 147 and 162 together.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that at present 80% of vetting applications are pro-
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cessed by the Garda National Vetting Bureau in under five working days.  This represents a 
dramatic improvement in turnaround times for the processing of vetting applications in recent 
years, falling from an average of 14 weeks in mid-2013.  This improvement has come about as 
a result of an unprecedented investment by the Government and the Garda Authorities in pro-
viding this service, including an increase of over 80% in staffing levels and the roll out earlier 
this year of an e-vetting system.

In April this year I commenced the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Per-
sons) Act 2012-2016 and in tandem with that An Garda Síochána launched the e-vetting system.  
E-vetting facilitates the on-line processing of applications and this has significantly stream-
lined the vetting process and contributed to a sustained reduction in processing times for vet-
ting applications. I am informed that at present 85& of organisations registered for vetting are 
operating the e-vetting system.  There is a small number of organisations, including some in 
the education sector, who do not yet operate the e-vetting system.  The Garda Authorities are 
working to encourage all other organisations to do so and will assist organisations to register 
for e-Vetting without delay.

There were reports recently of delays with regard to vetting applications in respect of some 
Special Needs Assistants posts.  In these cases the vetting applications were submitted in the 
old paper format.  For vetting applications that continue to be submitted in paper format, the 
average turnaround time is in the order of four to five weeks from the receipt of the application 
by the National Vetting Bureau.  This has been the average time frame for paper applications 
for the past couple of years and this represents a minimum time frame given the administrative 
input required.  The Garda Authorities will work through all of the applications received as 
quickly as may be but this must be consistent with ensuring that the proper checks are carried 
out.

Processing times for some applications can be longer than others when, for example, ad-
ditional enquiries may be necessary or where errors have been made in the application.  It is 
important to note that delays can also occur in other aspects of the application process which 
are outside of the control of the Garda Authorities, for example, in the submission or return of 
applications by the registered organisations.

18/10/2016WRG03900Legislative Programme

18/10/2016WRG04000148. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality when 
the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Bill will come before the Dáil; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30234/16]

18/10/2016WRG04100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The 
Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Bill 2015 was introduced in September 2015 and completed 
all stages in Seanad Éireann in January of this year.  The Bill commenced Second Stage in Dáil 
Éireann on 5 October 2016.  I am committed to the passage and enactment of this Bill as a mat-
ter of priority.

18/10/2016WRG04200Garda Reports

18/10/2016WRG04300149. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
she will make public the Garda report on mismanagement of public funds by the Garda Train-
ing College in Templemore; the recipients of rental income from Dromad farm land between 
2009 and 2013 and if the recipients will be directed to repay rental income to the OPW as legal 
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owner of the land. [30235/16]

18/10/2016WRG04400150. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
she has discussed with the Garda Commissioner the report on mismanagement of public funds 
by the Garda Training College in Templemore; if her attention has been drawn to the Commis-
sioner’s plans to ensure implementation of the recommendations within the report; the time-
frame of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30236/16]

18/10/2016WRG04500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 149 and 150 together.

In accordance with the provisions of the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commis-
sioner is the Accounting Officer for the Garda Vote.

My Department received a draft interim Audit Report of the Garda College from An Garda 
Síochána’s Head of Internal Audit on 16 September.  I understand that the draft Report was sent 
to all interested parties for their observations before it is finalised.  The response to the Report 
once it is finalised will be a matter for the Commissioner as Accounting Officer.  I expect that 
in the normal course, the Report will be furnished to the Comptroller and Auditor General for 
his information and for any further enquiries he may wish to make.

18/10/2016WRG04600Visa Applications

18/10/2016WRG04700151. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
status of an application for a visa to join a spouse by a person (details supplied); if the applica-
tion is processed as quickly as possible due to extenuating circumstances; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [30333/16]

18/10/2016WRG04800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
visa applications referred to were received by the Visa Office in New Delhi on 25 January, 
2016.  The applicant was informed in May, 2016 that the application could be expected to be 
processed in six months. 

While INIS has set a business target of 12 months for long term ‘join family’ applications 
where the spouse is a non-EEA national, this time-frame is subject to the receipt of all required 
documentation as set out in the Family Reunification Policy Document published on 1 January, 
2014.  The Visa Office endeavours to have applications of this nature processed earlier than this 
target but this is not always possible.  As you will appreciate, in order to be fair to all applicants, 
applications are processed in order by date received.  It is expected that the processing of this 
application will be completed by the end of November, 2016.  Both the applicant and the spon-
sor will be informed as soon as a decision is made.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  In addition, ap-
plicants may themselves e-mail queries directly to the INIS Visa Office (visamail@justice.ie).

18/10/2016WRG04900Visa Applications
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18/10/2016WRG05000152. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
will expedite the visa for a person (details supplied) in view of the fact they have experienced 
an eight-month delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30352/16]

18/10/2016WRG05100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
visa application referred to was received by the Visa Office in New Delhi on 2 February, 2016.  
Further documentation was requested from the sponsor, and received on 13 October, 2016.  

While INIS has set a business target of six months for long term ‘join family’ applications 
where the spouse is an Irish national, this time-frame is subject to the receipt of all required 
documentation as set out in the Family Reunification Policy Document published on 1 January, 
2014.  The Visa Office endeavours to have applications of this nature processed earlier than this 
target but this is not always possible.  As you will appreciate, in order to be fair to all applicants, 
applications are processed in order by date received.  Both the applicant and the sponsor will be 
informed as soon as a decision is made.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  In addition, ap-
plicants may themselves e-mail queries directly to the INIS Visa Office (visamail@justice.ie).

18/10/2016WRG05200Closed-Circuit Television Systems

18/10/2016WRG05300153. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
funding is available for community CCTV; the way a community group can apply for funding; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30398/16]

18/10/2016WRG05400154. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
date of completion for the review instigated by her, in conjunction with the Garda authorities, 
on the effectiveness of the community CCTV scheme; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [30399/16]

18/10/2016WRG05500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 153 and 154 together.

I am very conscious of the value that communities, especially rural communities, place on 
CCTV as a means of deterring crime and assisting in the detection of offenders.  With this in 
mind, I instigated a review last year of the effectiveness of the Community CCTV Scheme in 
conjunction with the Garda authorities.

The Garda evaluation of community CCTV systems highlights the fact that CCTV is an ef-
fective deterrent to the commission of crime and that the presence of CCTV cameras helps to 
reduce fear among members of the public and provides a sense of safety and security. While 
acknowledging its role as part of wider crime prevention strategies, the Garda evaluation also 
notes that community based CCTV systems have been of significant assistance in both the pre-
vention and detection of criminal activity throughout the country.

I am happy to inform the Deputy that I have secured €1 million in budget 2017 for a new 
round of community CCTV schemes in line with the Programme for a Partnership Government 
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commitment to provide investment in CCTV systems. I am currently developing proposals so 
that arrangements will be in place early in 2017 whereby Community Groups can apply for 
relevant funding.

18/10/2016WRG05600Legal Services Regulation

18/10/2016WRG05700155. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if she is 
satisfied that all procedures were properly followed by the Bar Council in nominating a person 
(details supplied) to the Legal Services Regulatory Authority, as stated in a letter from her De-
partment to the Bar Council dated 3 October 2016. [30421/16]

18/10/2016WRG05800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The se-
lection process for membership of the Legal Services Regulatory Authority is built around a 
framework of ten prescribed nominating bodies as set out in section 9 of the Legal Services 
Regulation Act 2015, one of them being the Bar Council.  The ten prescribed nominating bodies 
put forward their nominees under the procedures set out in Part 2 of the Legal Services Regula-
tion Act 2015.  They do this as appropriate to their functions and objectives as may be set out, 
in each case, under legislation or under common law.  It is for each of those bodies, in the first 
instance, to identify their nominees for membership of the new Regulatory Authority under 
their applicable internal governance procedures.  Specifically, it is for the Council of the Bar of 
Ireland, as a private body, to competently conduct the indoor management of the Council and to 
oversee the conduct of its own business in accordance with its own rules and procedures.

Having asked officials of my Department to write to the Bar Council to formally confirm the 
position, a letter of reply, dated 14 October 2016, has been received from the Director of the Bar 
Council which has formally confirmed that the Bar Council is satisfied that the internal proce-
dures in respect of its nominations to the Legal Services Regulatory Authority were followed.

18/10/2016WRG05900Sex Offenders Notification Requirements

18/10/2016WRG06000156. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
reason there is not a national sex offenders register available for inspection; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [30467/16]

18/10/2016WRG06100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can 
advise the Deputy that the relevant legislation in this regard is contained in Part 2 of the Sex 
Offenders Act 2001 which makes persons convicted of a range of sexual offences subject to 
notification requirements.  All offenders who are subject to the notification requirements are 
monitored by the Sex Offender Management and Intelligence Unit (SOMIU) at the Garda Na-
tional Bureau of Criminal Investigation.  The Unit is supported by Garda Inspectors nominated 
in each Garda Division.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that, for operational reasons, An Garda Síochána does 
not divulge details of the management and assessment of persons who are subject to these no-
tification requirements.  However, An Garda Síochána may disclose to a member or members 
of the public information regarding a convicted sex offender where it is considered that such 
person poses a risk.

I can advise the Deputy that proposals providing for a statutory disclosure scheme will be 
brought forward as part of a new Sex Offenders (Amendment) Bill with the primary objective 
of minimising the risk posed to the public by convicted sex offenders.  These proposals envis-
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age a renewed collaboration between An Garda Síochána and the Probation Service in assessing 
the risk posed by convicted sex offenders and, where necessary, taking action based on that risk, 
including the disclosure of information in certain circumstances.

18/10/2016WRG06200Cross-Border Co-operation

18/10/2016WRG06300157. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the reasons for the current delays in her Department, as well as the Chief State Solicitor’s Of-
fice, furnishing the Coroner’s Court in Belfast with requested documentation relevant to the 
inquest of a person (details supplied); the reason for delays with An Garda Síochána furnishing 
the Coroner’s Court in Belfast with the requested documentation relevant to the same inquest; if 
she has discussed this matter with representatives of An Garda Síochána; and the date on which 
the documentation requested will be supplied to the Coroner. [30483/16]

18/10/2016WRG06400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): In sup-
porting the important work of the Northern Ireland Coroner’s Inquest referred to by the Deputy, 
An Garda Síochána is keen to provide the Inquest with as much relevant information as pos-
sible, in accordance with the law.  We are all very conscious of the tragic circumstances of this 
case and our sympathies are with the victim’s family.

In response to a request from the Garda Commissioner earlier this year, the Government 
approved my proposal to issue a Directive under the Garda Síochána Acts and to make Data 
Protection Regulations in order to address certain legal impediments to co-operation with the 
Northern Ireland Coroner which were identified.  These measures have facilitated the Garda 
Authorities in their ongoing engagement with the Coroner’s Office to support the Coroner’s 
Inquest.  The House will appreciate that this is an ongoing legal process.

I am informed that following a recent meeting with and the receipt of further information 
from the Northern Ireland Coroner’s Office, the Garda Authorities are currently engaged in the 
task of reviewing material provided by the Coroner as well as identifying any other material 
that may be relevant to the Inquest.  The Deputy will appreciate that this is an ongoing legal pro-
cess in which the Garda Authorities are engaged with the support of the Chief State Solicitor.  
The Garda Authorities maintain ongoing contact with the Northern Ireland Coroner’s Office 
with a view to providing the fullest extent of co-operation possible in accordance with the law.

18/10/2016WRG06500Garda Recruitment

18/10/2016WRG06600158. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of gardaí provided by Government since the enactment of the Police Authority and 
Miscellaneous Provisions Act 2015. [30487/16]

18/10/2016WRG06700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Appoint-
ments to the rank of Garda are a matter for the Garda Commissioner under section 14 of the 
Garda Síochána Act 2005 in accordance with the Garda Síochána (Admissions and Appoint-
ments) Regulations 2013.  These Regulations provide that the number of persons to be admitted 
as trainees by reference to a particular competition is determined by the Commissioner with the 
consent of the Minister.

Since the enactment of the Garda Síochána (Police Authority and Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 2015 on the 15 December 2015, 450 trainee Garda have been recruited, with a further 200 
expected to enter the Garda College next month.  This will bring to 1,200 the number of total 
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number of trainee Garda recruited since the reopening of the College in September 2014.  Since 
15 December 2015, 238 trainee Garda have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and 
have been assigned to mainstream uniform duties nationwide; another 150 are due to attest 
later this year bringing the total number of new members of An Garda Síochána to 684 since 
the reopening of the College.

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance to 
citizens and deter crime.  In furtherance of this I announced last week that the Government has 
approved my proposal for an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 compris-
ing 15,000 Garda members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.  In 2017, funding has 
been provided for the recruitment of 800 Garda recruits and up to 500 civilians to support the 
wide ranging reform plan in train in An Garda Síochána. Appointments will also be made to the 
Garda Reserve of approximately 300.

In order to continue to ensure seamless ongoing recruitment of trainee Gardaí I was very 
pleased to announce the commencement of a new recruitment campaign on last September.  
The campaign is being organised by the Public Appointments Service on behalf of the Garda 
Commissioner.  The existing recruitment campaign (launched November 2015) is ongoing and 
successful candidates will continue to be called from that campaign this year and into next year. 
It is expected that successful candidates from the new campaign will enter the Garda College 
from mid-2017.

18/10/2016WRG06800Garda Promotions

18/10/2016WRG06900159. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of assistant Garda commissioners who have been appointed in 2016. [30488/16]

18/10/2016WRG07000160. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of chief superintendents who have been appointed in 2016. [30489/16]

18/10/2016WRG07100161. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of superintendents who have been appointed in 2016. [30490/16]

18/10/2016WRG07200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 159 to 161, inclusive, together.

Appointments to the senior ranks of An Garda Síochána are a matter for Government in ac-
cordance with section 13 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005.  The number of appointments made 
in 2016 to date to fill existing vacancies is as follows:

- Four persons were appointed to the rank of Assistant Commissioner on 24 May,

- 10 persons were appointed to the rank of Chief Superintendent on 13 July, and

- 18 persons were appointed to the rank of Superintendent on 13 July.

The appointments were made in accordance with the statutory framework as set out in the 
2005 Act and related regulations.  In particular, the appointees were drawn in order of merit 
from promotion panels formed on foot of competitions held by the Garda Commissioner in ac-
cordance with the Garda Síochána (Promotion) Regulations 2006.

As the Deputy will be aware the Garda Síochána (Policing Authority and Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2015 contemplates the transfer of this appointment function to the Policing 
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Authority.  I am committed to the Authority assuming its function in relation to senior appoint-
ments as soon as practicable and with that in mind, my Department is working as a matter of 
priority on the preparations required to effect this transfer later this year, including the prepara-
tion of amendments to the 2006 and other related Regulations.

Question No. 162 answered with Question No. 147.

18/10/2016WRH00300Prison Staff

18/10/2016WRH00400163. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the prisoner population and the number of staff employed within Mountjoy Prison for 2012 to 
date in tabular form; the number of staff on maternity leave or long-term sick leave for 2012 
to date in tabular form; the provision in place for such absences of staff; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [30575/16]

18/10/2016WRH00500164. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the prisoner population and the number of staff employed within the Prison Service on a 
prison-by-prison basis for 2012 to date in tabular form; the number of staff on maternity leave 
or long-term sick leave on a prison-by-prison basis for 2012 to date in tabular form; the provi-
sion in place for such absences of staff in Irish prisons; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [30577/16]

18/10/2016WRH00600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 163 and 164 together.

I can inform the Deputy that the prisoner population, attendance and staff assigned can 
change on a daily basis.  For the purposes of the information provided in this reply the data used 
are correct as of the 17 October 2016.

Daily Average in Custody:

Institution Year 2012 Year 2013 Year 2014 Year 
2015

Year 2016 (up to Fri-
day 14th October)

 Arbour Hill 146 141 141 138 134
 Castlerea 361 354 338 308 296
 Cloverhill 429 402 413 359 381
 Cork 259 231 226 218 250
 Limerick (f) 28 29 27 24 32
 Limerick (m) 261 225 223 224 223
 Loughan 104 124 119 116 116
 Midlands 616 762 823 805 812
 Mountjoy (f) 124 127 123 107 111
 Mountjoy (m) 603 537 556 537 516
 Portlaoise 278 262 246 218 198
 Shelton Abbey 102 104 102 101 103
 St. Patrick’s 204 129 11 3 1
 Training Unit 116 105 89 92 90
 Wheatfield 687 626 478 472 461
 Total 4,318 4,158 3,915 3,722 3,726
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Number of Staff:

Institution  29/12/12 31/12/13 31/12/14 31/12/15 Year 2016 (up to 1 
October 2016)

 Arbour Hill 98 86 101 100.5 97.5
 Castlerea 210 188 205 201 198
 Cloverhill 314 291.5 323.1 310.6 306.1
 Cork 200 176.5 194.5 191.5 184.5
Limerick (m & f) 205 186.5 199 202 197
Loughan 47 37 49 48 47
Midlands 361 360.7 427.375 426 431.9
Mountjoy (f) 82 77.5 85 86.5 86
Mountjoy (m) 474.5 415 402 383 363.5
Portlaoise 265 252 278.5 275 273.5
Shelton Abbey 48 41 48 47.5 46
St. Patrick’s 190 152.5 138.5 131.5 128
Training Unit 49 44 52 51 50
Wheatfield 369 319 381.5 369.5 361.5
IPSC 29.5 22.2 19.2 20.2 23.6
HQ 5 5.5 6.5 5.68 8.68
BSD 24 21 19 21 19
PSEC 145 143.5 143.5 138.5 140
OSG 145.5 141 145.5 147 142
 Total 3262 3266.875 3218.175 3155.580 3102.78

While there has been a reduction in the staffing levels in the Irish Prison Service, this has 
been as a result of controlled reductions as set out in the Croke Park Agreement and the Had-
dington Road Agreement and is in line with Government policy to reduce Public Service num-
bers. Under the Haddington Road Agreement, the Irish Prison Service undertook to engage in a 
joint examination of all tasks within the prisons system in conjunction with the Prison Officers’ 
Association.  The Joint Task Reviews examined in detail all current organisational, structural 
and operational arrangements that are necessary so that prisons can operate in the most effec-
tive and efficient manner. This has resulted in significant savings of circa €20 million to the 
exchequer 

Number of Staff on Maternity Leave

Prison 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Arbour Hill 0 1 1 1 0
Beladd 0 1 1 1 0
BSD 0 0 0 2 1
Castlerea 4 5 5 5 3
Cloverhill 2 3 6 5 4
Cork 0 0 0 0 0
Dóchas 7 9 10 8 6
Limerick 4 5 3 3 2
Loughan 0 0 0 0 0
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Prison 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Midlands 9 10 8 13 6
Mountjoy 7 7 5 4 4
OSG 4 3 3 2 1
Portlaoise 5 6 5 1 3
PSEC 3 3 4 3 0
Shelton 0 0 0 0 0
St Pats 1 1 1 2 2
Training Unit 0 0 0 0 0
Wheatfield 2 3 2 2 5
Total 48 57 54 52 37

Number of Staff on Long Term Sick Leave (90+ days) 

Prison 2013 2014 2015 2016
Arbour Hill 0 0 0 1
IPSC 0 1 0 0
BSD 0 0 0 0
Castlerea 13 9 7 9
Cloverhill 12 16 16 15
Cork 15 8 9 7
Dóchas 7 2 1 2
Limerick 15 12 8 6
Loughan 0 2 1 1
Midlands 14 9 15 10
Mountjoy 16 19 19 14
OSG 4 3 3 4
Portlaoise 14 6 6 6
PSEC 5 6 5 4
Shelton 0 1 1 0
St Pats 6 6 5 4
Training Unit 0 1 2 0
Wheatfield 15 13 13 9
Total 136 114 111 92
Please note the figures for long term Staff sick leave for 2012 are unavailable.

The is no provision within the staffing arrangements of the Irish Prison Service to replace 
staff on maternity leave or sick leave. However, there are mechanisms in place to support leave 
absences include the utilisation of additional working hours and the use of Diminishing Task 
Lines, to address a shortfall in staffing which may occur on any given day including absences 
of certified sick leave.  The Diminishing Task Lines is the process whereby identified tasks are 
temporarily suspended to allow staff previously assigned to these tasks and posts to be rede-
ployed to priority tasks and posts. 

Prison management are responsible for the efficient and effective deployment of resources 
on any given day to maintain good order, safe and secure custody, whilst maintaining, as far as 
is reasonably practicable, access to structured activities for prisoners.
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In addition, where a long term absence exists in the healthcare area, access to agency staff 
is requested.

18/10/2016WRH00700Budget 2017

18/10/2016WRH00800165. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the exact funding increase provided by budget 2017 for her department in 2017, minus provi-
sion required for demographics and the Lansdowne Road agreement, compared to the estimate 
provided in budget 2016, the summer economic statement and the expected out-turn for 2016, 
in tabular form. [30603/16]

18/10/2016WRH00900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Jus-
tice Vote Group comprises eight individual votes including the Department Vote - Vote 24 - 
Justice and Equality.

As outlined in the budgetary documentation published on Budget Day there is an increase 
of €68 million in gross current expenditure for the Justice Vote Group compared with the Mid-
Year Expenditure Report, which does not include any provision for Lansdowne Road Agree-
ment.  In overall terms, there is an increase of €85 million (current and capital) compared with 
the Revised Estimates for 2016. This includes a provision of almost €14 million for the Lansd-
owne Road Agreement.

The out-turn for 2016  will be determined closer to the end of the financial year but will not 
exceed the overall provision in the Revised Estimate Volume for the Vote Group in 2016.

18/10/2016WRH01000Naturalisation Applications

18/10/2016WRH01100166. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the progress to date in determination of application for naturalisation in the case of a person 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30625/16]

18/10/2016WRH01200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
processing of the application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the 
Deputy is ongoing and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. While most cases are now generally processed within six months, the 
nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some cases will 
take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary checks can take 
a considerable period of time.  

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
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response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

18/10/2016WRH01300Garda Vetting Applications

18/10/2016WRH01400167. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
reason for the undue delay in the finalising of a Garda vetting application by a person (details 
supplied) which was submitted ten weeks ago. [30702/16]

18/10/2016WRH01500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am in-
formed by the Garda authorities that the vetting application for the person to whom the Deputy 
refers was received by the National Vetting Bureau on 20 August 2016 and was processed and 
returned to the Liaison Person in the Registered Organisation on the 28 September 2016.  In the 
circumstances I would suggest that the person contact the Registered Organisation directly to 
ascertain the current position.

18/10/2016WRH01600Visa Applications

18/10/2016WRH01700168. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of study visas received, issued and refused by her Department for the years 2013, 2014, 
and 2015 by country in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30740/16]

18/10/2016WRH01800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that details 
of the number of student visas granted and refused are set out in the following table.  It should 
be noted that the “All other nationalities” data in the table refer to in the order of 100 different 
nationalities and, accordingly, the information has been aggregated. 

It should also be noted that nationals from many countries including for example, Brazil and 
the USA, do not require a visa to come to study in Ireland.  For nationals requiring a visa, in line 
with other jurisdictions, my Department operates a visa system which examines the bona fides 
of each study visa application.  The requirements and procedures that are in place are designed 
to ensure that potential abuses of the study visa system are minimised whilst also affording visa 
required non-EEA nationals every opportunity to come and study in Ireland.  

I am further advised by INIS that they work closely with the colleges, in the third level sec-
tor in particular, to ensure every effort is made to process visa applications as quickly as pos-
sible bearing in mind various enrolment dates and the type of course which students may wish 
to undertake to Ireland. 

2013 Granted Refused
Saudi Arabia 1,741 3
Russian Federation 1,540 32
People’s Republic of China 1,392 125
India 1,334 553
Oman 444 0
All other nationalities 2,648 1,038
Total 9,099 1,751
2014 Granted Refused
Russian Federation 3,263 45
Saudi Arabia 1,604 2
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2013 Granted Refused
People’s Republic of China 1,378 104
India 1,129 416
Turkey 462 76
All other nationalities 2,626 1,243
Total 10,462 1,886
2015 Granted Refused
Russian Federation 2,465 23
People’s Republic of China 1,726 45
Saudi Arabia 1,600 4
India 1,125 533
Turkey 860 121
All other nationalities 2,567 813
Total 10,343 1,539

18/10/2016WRH01900Garda Operations

18/10/2016WRH02000169. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity if she will report on Garda Operation Sonnet; if this operation is still active; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [30769/16]

18/10/2016WRH02100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can 
inform the Deputy that Operation Sonnet is an ongoing joint operation by the Garda National 
Immigration Bureau (GNIB), with the assistance of other Garda Divisions, undertaken for the 
purpose of assessing, detecting and deterring unlawful immigration into the State. 

This year to date the GNIB have conducted two such operations. The most recent was a 
joint operation on the 3 October 2016 with the assistance of both Louth Gardaí and DMR Traf-
fic. The operational activities were concentrated in Dundalk, Dublin Airport and Dublin Port. 
During the course of this operation eighteen (18) detections were made. An operation was also 
undertaken on the 27 January 2016 at Rosslare Port. During the course of this operation nine 
(9) detections were made.

This operation is part of the overall response by An Garda Síochána to enforcement of im-
migration controls and laws.

18/10/2016WRH02200Garda Operations

18/10/2016WRH02300170. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity if she will report on Garda Operation Woven; if this operation is still active; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [30770/16]

18/10/2016WRH02400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have 
asked the Garda authorities for a report on the matter raised by the Deputy and I will contact 
him directly when the Garda report is to hand.

18/10/2016WRH02500Criminal Assets Bureau

18/10/2016WRH02600171. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity her plans to provide funding for the appointment of extra full-time forensic accountants and 
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extra full time financial crime analysts for the Criminal Assets Bureau; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [30771/16]

18/10/2016WRH02700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The re-
sources of the Bureau are kept under ongoing review by both the Criminal Assets Bureau and 
my Department. 

With regard to staffing in the Bureau Analysis Unit of the Bureau, I can inform the Deputy 
that my Department has been in consultation with the Chief Bureau Officer to agree the pro-
posed recruitment process for the filling of both a forensic accountant vacancy and a financial 
crime analyst vacancy. In this regard, arrangements are being made to proceed with recruitment 
through the Public Appointments Service. 

More generally, I can inform the Deputy that an additional €0.5m in funding for the Bureau 
was announced in Budget 2017 which will go towards essential staffing requirements. 

18/10/2016WRH02800Prison Staff

18/10/2016WRH02900172. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the status of incremental pay of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [30789/16]

18/10/2016WRH03000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can 
advise the Deputy that the person referred to in her question passed the Higher Certificate in 
Custodial Care on 13 May 2016 and has been placed on Point 1 of the Prison Officer payscale 
with effect from that date.

18/10/2016WRH03100Legal Services Regulation

18/10/2016WRH03200173. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 159, 161, 163 and 174 of 16 September 2016, when the 
provisions implementing sections 149 to 161 of the Legal Services Regulation Act 2015 will 
commence; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30813/16]

18/10/2016WRH03300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As I have 
outlined to the Deputy and other Members of the House in my Written Reply of 16 September 
2016, the Legal Services Regulation Act 2015 makes extensive provision in Part 10 for a new 
and enhanced legal costs regime that will bring greater transparency to how legal costs are 
charged along with a better balance between the interests of legal practitioners and those of 
their clients in this area. Part 10 of the Act is divided into five Chapters of which Chapter 3, 
consisting of sections 149 to 153, deals with the duties of legal practitioners in relation to legal 
costs. The remaining Chapters of this Part deal with other aspects of the new legal costs regime 
including the new Office of the Legal Costs Adjudicators that will take over the work currently 
carried out by the Office of the Taxing-Master along with the way in which the new legal costs 
adjudication process will operate. All legal practitioners will be obliged, under the transparency 
provisions of Chapter 3, to provide more detailed information about legal costs from the outset 
of their dealings with clients. The details of these transparency provisions remain as set out in 
my Written Reply of 16 September to which the Deputy has referred.  

The provisions of Part 10 of the Legal Services Regulation Act provide, in Chapter 2, or the 
changeover from the existing Office of the Taxing-Master to the new Office of the Legal Costs 
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Adjudicators. The new and enhanced legal costs adjudication process is found in Chapter 4 of 
Part 10 as set out in my previous Reply. 

It remains the case that there is no impediment to the various provisions of Part 10 taking 
effect other than that of ensuring, through detailed planning and sequencing, that the relevant 
legal and administrative arrangements are properly in place. This includes within the Courts 
system where the adjudications of legal costs under the new structure will be conducted in suc-
cession to the existing taxation of costs regime.  The Deputy will appreciate that a significant 
transformation of the existing taxation of costs system is provided for in Part 10 of the Act and 
that this cannot be done arbitrarily and must be managed carefully - including in terms of hav-
ing the relevant personnel and expertise in place and given the fundamental legal procedures 
involved. 

As I have previously conveyed, the five Chapters of Part 10 of the 2015 Act are very much 
interlinked and their successful commencement will be key to the phased roll-out of the Legal 
Services Regulation Act which is already underway. As with other Parts of the Act which will 
be commenced on a phased basis over the coming period, I am, along with officials at my De-
partment and the Courts Service, giving detailed consideration to the commencement of Part 
10. This includes the possible prioritisation for commencement of sections 149 to 161 con-
tained in Chapter 3 as may be practicable from both a structural reform and a legal perspective.

On 19 July 2016 I commenced those provisions of Parts 1 and 2 of the Legal Services Regu-
lation Act 2015 necessary to support the appointment and start-up of the new Legal Services 
Regulatory Authority – S.I. No. 383 of 2016 refers.  On 29 September, as provided under sec-
tion 7 of the Legal Services Regulation Act 2015, I appointed, by order, 1 October 2016, as es-
tablishment day of the new Legal Services Regulatory Authority – S.I. No. 507 of 2016 refers.  
The resolutions of both Houses approving those nominated by the prescribed nominating bod-
ies for membership of the new Regulatory Authority were completed on 6th October in accor-
dance with the relevant procedures and criteria in Part 2 of the 2015 Act. Dr. Don Thornhill has 
been appointed Chairperson of the new Authority which will hold its inaugural meeting later 
this month. Following on from these initial steps, it is intended that the phased commencement 
of the remaining Parts of the 2015 Act will be implemented over the remainder of this year and 
into early 2017 in relation to major undertakings such as the start-up of the Authority’s critical 
public complaints function and the completion of all aspects of the transition to the new Office 
of the Legal Costs Adjudicators.

18/10/2016WRH03400Garda Stations

18/10/2016WRH03500174. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
location of the new building acquired by the OPW for the new Garda station in Bailieborough; 
if there is funding in place for this project; if there is a date for works to go to tender; when it is 
envisaged it will be complete; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30890/16]

18/10/2016WRH03600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Of-
fice of Public Works has the primary responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda 
accommodation and works closely with the Garda authorities in this regard, and I, as Minister, 
have no role in these matters.

The position remains as outlined in my response to the Deputy’s question number 76 of 
21 June 2016 wherein I indicated that the Office of Public Works is progressing legal matters 
relating to the acquisition of a site for the proposed new Garda station in Bailieborough. The 
Deputy will appreciate that, until these matters are complete, it is not possible to provide an 
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exact timeline and details concerning procurement or costing of the new station.

18/10/2016WRH03700Judicial Council

18/10/2016WRH03800175. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the date on which she will publish legislation to establish a judicial council; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [30900/16]

18/10/2016WRH03900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The re-
cently published Legislation Programme includes the Judicial Council Bill amongst those Bills 
whose publication this Session is a priority.  Work on the drafting of the Bill is continuing in 
conjunction with the Office of the Attorney General and my Department is working closely 
with that Office to bring that work to a timely conclusion in order to ensure publication within 
the timeframe set out in the Legislation Programme.

18/10/2016WRH04000Asylum Applications

18/10/2016WRH04100176. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if her attention has been drawn to the European Court of Human Rights judgment in B.A.C. v. 
Greece, which held unanimously that there had been a violation of Articles 3, 8, and 13 of the 
European Convention on Human Rights due to authorities’ failure to determine the applicant’s 
asylum application; if she has discussed this matter with her Department officials; her plans to 
address delays in the Irish asylum processing system as a result; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30956/16]

18/10/2016WRH04200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am 
aware of the judgment of the European Court of Human Rights in B.A.C. v Greece referred to 
by the Deputy. The judgment refers to a case in which the Greek authorities failed to finally de-
termine an asylum application which had been lodged initially by the applicant in January 2002.

With regard to the asylum processing system in place in this jurisdiction, the Deputy will be 
aware that the International Protection Act was signed into law by the President late last year.  
The Act provides for the introduction of a single application procedure for protection applica-
tions. Under the single procedure, an applicant will make only one application, and will have all 
grounds for seeking international protection and to be permitted to remain in the State examined 
and determined in one process. The single procedure will replace the current multi-layered and 
sequential protection application system, and this reform is designed to significantly simplify 
and streamline existing arrangements and allow us to grant international protection in a sig-
nificantly shorter timeframe to those who are entitled to it while identifying, at a much earlier 
stage, persons who have no entitlement to stay in the State and who can safely return to their 
country of origin. All preparations are currently being made by my Department for the com-
mencement of the Act. 

Under the new legislation, a dedicated unit of my Department, to be known as the ‘Inter-
national Protection Office’ will be the determining authority at first instance for applications 
for international protection, replacing the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner 
(ORAC). The case workers making decisions under the new structure are specialists in the pro-
cessing of protection cases and trained to UNCHR standards.

The existing Refugee Appeals Tribunal (RAT) will be replaced by a newly constituted and 
independent appeals body to be known as the International Protection Appeals Tribunal. The 
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newly configured and resourced Tribunal is designed to lead to the more efficient conduct of its 
business and greater consistency in its appeals decisions.

The transitional provisions in the Act set out how protection applications which are pend-
ing in the existing system on the commencement date will be dealt with. In order to achieve a 
smooth transition from the existing system to the single applications procedure, additional re-
sources are being deployed to the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS), ORAC 
and RAT to assist with the implementation of the Act, including the tackling of existing casel-
oads both prior and subsequent to the commencement of the Act.

18/10/2016WRH04300Tax Reliefs Availability

18/10/2016WRH04400177. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Finance if he will introduce reliefs for 
first-time buyers who are self-building; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30223/16]

18/10/2016WRH04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that I an-
nounced a “Help to Buy” initiative in the Budget, which will provide an income tax rebate to 
first time buyers to assist them in getting the deposit for their first home, as required under the 
Central Bank’s macro-prudential mortgage rules. This scheme is open to both those who pur-
chase a new build, and those who self-build, where these individuals meet the eligibility criteria 
of the scheme. 

The full details of the incentive will be published in the Finance Bill.

18/10/2016WRH04600Money Laundering

18/10/2016WRH04700178. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance his views on the report of 
gangs utilising mortgages to launder money; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30486/16]

18/10/2016WRH04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I would note that pursuant to Part 4 
of the Criminal Justice (Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing) Act 2010, as amended, 
financial institutions including those offering mortgages are required to identify and verify 
customers identities. Where suspicions arise that persons have been or are engaged in an of-
fence of money laundering, those institutions are required to report such suspicions to An Garda 
Síochána and the Revenue Commissioners.

Once An Garda Síochána have been made aware of such a suspicion, any investigation is 
an operational matter for them. The procedures and the powers available to An Garda Síochána 
in such an event is a matter for my colleague the Minister for Justice and Equality, who is the 
responsible Minister. 

18/10/2016WRH04900Customs and Excise Controls

18/10/2016WRH05000179. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the number of visits by 
Customs and Excise officers to a location (details supplied) in 2013, 2014, 2015 and to date in 
2016; the number of those visits that were not notified in advance to the owners and staff of the 
location; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30567/16]

18/10/2016WRH05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that a decision 
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on whether to undertake a visit to or an intervention at an aerodrome is dictated by Revenue’s 
assessment of risk, having regard to a range of factors, which for operational reasons Revenue 
is not in a position to disclose. Where visits or interventions are undertaken, there is no prior 
notification of same. 

The number of visits for the location concerned is as follows:

Year No. of Visits
2013 23
2014 18
2015 10
2016 (to date) 13

18/10/2016WRH05200House Purchase Schemes

18/10/2016WRH05300180. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Finance if a couple who commenced 
building a house one year ago but have not drawn down their full mortgage on the build are 
eligible for the new first-time buyer’s scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30709/16]

18/10/2016WRH05400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  In Budget 2017, I announced a “Help 
to Buy” initiative which will provide an income tax rebate to first time buyers to assist them in 
getting the deposit for their first home, as required under the Central Bank’s macro-prudential 
mortgage rules.  This scheme is a complement to the structural actions in the Action Plan for 
Housing and Homelessness published on 19th July 2016, and applies to both self-build and new 
build homes.  In the case of a self-build, applicants who drew down the first tranche of their 
mortgage on or after 19 July 2016 will be eligible.

There are a range of criteria that a first-time buyer must meet in order to be eligible for a 
rebate of income tax under this initiative.  The full details of these criteria will be set out in the 
Finance Bill.

18/10/2016WRH05500House Purchase Schemes

18/10/2016WRH05600181. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Finance if one half of a couple owned a 
house previously and sold it, would the couple be eligible for the first-time buyer’s scheme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [30710/16]

18/10/2016WRH05700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  In Budget 2017, I announced a “Help 
to Buy” initiative which will provide an income tax rebate to first time buyers to assist them in 
getting the deposit for their first home.  In line with the Central Bank’s macro-prudential rules, 
a joint purchase where one person has bought previously is designated as a non-first-time buyer 
under the initiative. This applies whether the person continues to own the property or has sold it.

Further details will be provided in the Finance Bill.

18/10/2016WRH05800Property Tax Data

18/10/2016WRH05900182. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Questions 
Nos. 80 and 82 of 6 October 2016, the reason for the difference of 1,813 units between the 
number of properties owned by persons and entities that own 200 plus properties from the total 
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of 25,737 in the reply and the number of properties in the 200 plus category out of 27,600 as 
stated in the Revenue Commissioners’ local property tax statistics to June 2016, as published 
on the Revenue Commissioners’ website. [30202/16]

18/10/2016WRH06000183. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance further to Questions Nos. 80 and 
82 of 6 October 2016, if properties owned by approved housing bodies, AHBs, are included 
in the table provided in reply to those questions, in view of the fact that the Revenue Commis-
sioner’s local property tax statistics, on the Revenue Commissioner’s website, note that AHBs 
are excluded from their figures on multiple-property ownership. [30203/16]

18/10/2016WRH06100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 182 
and 183 together.

In relation to Question 30202/16, I am advised by Revenue that the earlier Parliamentary 
Question to which the Deputy refers was correctly answered on the basis of 2015 data (a total 
of 25,787 properties).  However, the 2015 Local Property Tax (LPT) statistical report on the 
Revenue website incorrectly displayed provisional data in relation to multiple property owners 
which was in fact the figure for 2016 (a total of 27,600 properties).

As regards Question 30203/16, I am informed by Revenue that this was an error in the de-
scription in their LPT statistics on their website.  The figures presented in respect of multiple 
property owners include approved housing bodies (but not Local Authority owned properties).

Both errors have now been rectified and Revenue thanks the Deputy for bringing these is-
sues to its attention.

18/10/2016WRH06200Irish Strategic Investment Fund

18/10/2016WRH06300184. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance if consideration is being given to 
the Irish Strategic Investment Fund divesting from fossil fuels as part of the current review of 
its investment strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30222/16]

18/10/2016WRH06400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Ireland Strategic 
Investment Fund (ISIF) that its shareholdings with fossil fuel exposure include certain invest-
ments inherited from its predecessor the National Pension Reserve Fund (NPRF).

The shareholdings with fossil fuel exposure which were inherited from the NPRF are in 
companies based outside Ireland and, as such, are held in ISIF’s global portfolio.  The global 
portfolio has been restructured and is being sold over time to fund Irish investment commit-
ments as they arise, in keeping with ISIF’s mandate to invest, on a commercial basis to support 
economic activity and employment, in Ireland.

ISIF’s equity holdings in the Energy sector are valued at €11 million (0.14% of ISIF’s as-
sets under management).  ISIF is also invested in circa. €97 million of short term fixed income 
investments in energy corporations representing just over 1% of the ISIF’s assets.

Such investments should be considered in the context of ISIF’s Irish portfolio and its signifi-
cant commitment to renewables.  ISIF’s investment strategy is aligned with government policy 
and the State’s commitment to make the transition to a low carbon, climate resilient and sustain-
able economy. The strategy states that ISIF’s €800m energy allocation will include a significant 
element of renewables investment. To date such investment commitments include:

- €44 million for the €500 million Dublin Waste to Energy project.
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- €35 million commitment to NTR’s onshore wind fund. 

- Investment in Bluebay SME credit fund which has made loans to Gaelectric and Main-
stream, Irish headquartered renewable energy developers.

- Being a cornerstone investor in the Irish Infrastructure Fund (IIF) which holds a number 
of Irish onshore wind assets, forestry, and a designer/manufacturer of high power density high 
efficiency power supplies. 

As part of its on-going commitment to operate to high international standards ISIF has re-
cently published its Sustainability and Responsible Investment Policy which is available online 
at: http://www.isif.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/SustainabilityandResponsibleInvestingPoli-
cyJuly2016.pdf.

The Policy emphasises climate change as part of the integration of Environmental, Social 
and Governance (ESG) into its investment decision making. 

Many major funds internationally have made significant divestments from fossil fuels such 
as coal, while other such funds have adopted an approach of engagement with energy compa-
nies to establish their strategy and positioning for the transition to a low carbon economy.  ISIF 
continually reviews its carbon exposure and the investment case for companies that may not be 
aligned with the long term transition to a low-carbon economy.

The National Treasury Management Agency (Amendment) Act 2014, which established 
ISIF on a statutory basis provides that ISIF shall review its investment strategy after 18 months 
of operation and that in reviewing its investment strategy shall consult with the Minister for 
Finance and the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, and that the Minister for Finance 
may consult with other Government Ministers, as appropriate.  This review will be completed 
in Q4 2016 and the issues of decarbonisation and Ireland’s long term transition towards a low 
carbon economy are being considered as part of this process.

18/10/2016WRJ00200Home Renovation Incentive Scheme

18/10/2016WRJ00300185. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the schemes available through 
his Department by way of tax relief or other measures for persons who carry out home improve-
ment works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30522/16]

18/10/2016WRJ00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Home Renovation Incentive (HRI) 
provides for an income tax credit for homeowners or landlords who carry out repair, renovation 
or improvement works on their property.  The aim of the Incentive is to support tax compliant 
building contractors by moving activity out of the shadow economy into the legitimate econo-
my.  The Incentive was introduced in October 2013.  It provides for tax relief for homeowners 
or landlords by way of an income tax credit at 13.5% of qualifying expenditure.  Qualifying 
work must cost a minimum of €5,000 including VAT at 13.5% rate.  The maximum qualify-
ing cost for the purpose of the incentive is €30,000 including VAT at 13.5%.  This equates to a 
maximum tax credit of €4,050.  The tax credit is payable over the two years following the year 
in which the work is paid for.

The Incentive was due to end on 31 December 2016.  However, I announced in last week’s 
Budget that I am extending the Incentive for a further 2 years to end on 31 December 2018.  
This will allow additional time for homeowners and landlords to carry out renovation works 
and will also provide continued stimulus to the construction sector.
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The Living City Initiative is a scheme of property tax incentives designed to regenerate 
both historic buildings and other buildings in specified cities.  The scheme applies to certain 
special regeneration areas (SRAs) in the centres of Dublin, Cork, Limerick, Galway, Waterford 
and Kilkenny.  The relief applies to both residential and commercial refurbishment and con-
version work that is carried out during the qualifying period.  There are 2 types of tax relief 
available under the Living City Initiative - an owner-occupier residential element, and a retail/
commercial element.  The Deputy may be aware that in this year’s Budget there were a number 
of changes to the initiative to encourage an increase in the take-up of the scheme.  The changes 
included:

- Removing the restriction on the maximum floor size of the qualifying property

- Removing the requirement, for the residential element of the initiative, that the property 
must have been previously used as a dwelling

- Changing the minimum amount of expenditure needed to qualify from 10% of the value 
of the property to match the minimum spend under the Home Renovation Incentive, which is 
€5,000

- Extending the availability of the scheme such that landlords can avail of it in respect of the 
renovation of rental accommodation in the special regeneration areas.

There is another (limited) tax relief available for expenditure incurred on the maintenance of 
significant buildings and gardens, which is provided for in Section 482 of the Taxes Consolida-
tion Act 1997.  To qualify for this relief the relevant building must be determined by the Min-
ister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht to be of significant scientific, historical, architectural 
or aesthetic interest.  In addition, the Revenue Commissioners must be satisfied that reasonable 
access to the building is afforded to the public.

18/10/2016WRJ00500Tax Reliefs Application

18/10/2016WRJ00600186. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider introducing 
roll over tax relief to be given to persons who are subject to land purchase orders where the 
proceeds are used to replenish their agricultural holdings. [30540/16]

18/10/2016WRJ00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Capital gains tax (CGT) roll over relief 
was abolished in Budget 2003 in respect of business assets disposed of on or after 4 December 
2002, which disposals included lands disposed of by virtue of compulsory purchase orders.

One result of roll-over relief was that the CGT due on an asset disposal was often never 
paid.  While the public finances are improving, it is still the case that the yield from the various 
taxes, including CGT, needs to be protected.

It is also likely to be the case that where agricultural land is acquired under a compulsory 
purchase order, the acquiring authorities usually pay a premium over the agricultural value.  
The premium may well cover the tax due on the disposal and the farmer may well have received 
the agricultural value of the land in his or her net proceeds after the disposal.  This means that 
farmers are likely to be able to purchase agricultural  land of equivalent value to the land ac-
quired under the compulsory purchase order.

An Agri-Taxation review was published in October 2014 in the context of Bud get 2015.  
It’s objective was to maximise the benefits for the farming sector and the wider economy of 
the existing level of State support through the tax system.  The Review set out a strategy for 
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agri-taxation policy for the future and concluded that the three main policy objectives would be:

1. Increase the mobility and productive use of land

2. Assist succession

3. complement wider agricultural policies and schemes, such as supporting environmental 
sustainability

The Review made policy recommendations, taking into consideration the cost of the exist-
ing Agri-taxation measures that were already in existence and the need to protect the position 
of the public finances.  Many of the Review’s recommendations have been included in Budget 
2015 and subsequent Budgets.  However, the Review did not recommend change to the tax 
treatment of land disposed under a Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO).

I did, however, announce in my Budget 2016 speech the introduction of a revised CGT 
entrepreneur relief from 1 January 2016 under which a lower 20% rate of CGT will apply to 
chargeable gains arising on the disposal of an individual’s qualifying assets (up to a lifetime 
limit of €1 million).  Last week, in my Budget 2017 speech, I announced that the applica-
ble CGT rate will be further lowered to 10%, effective from 1 January 2017.  The revised CGT 
entrepreneur relief applies to disposals of qualifying business assets by farmers, among others.

I am aware of concerns that have been expressed regarding the lack of roll-over relief on the 
part of and on behalf of landowners who have been subject to CPO.  However, for the reasons 
outlined, I have no plans to introduce CGT roll-over relief in respect of gains on land disposed 
of under a CPO.

18/10/2016WRJ00800Tax Credits

18/10/2016WRJ00900187. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline in respect of 
the earned income tax credit which has been increased to €950 in the budget; where a person 
also qualifies for the PAYE tax credit, the maximum combined value of both tax credits that will 
be allowed to a taxpayer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30592/16]

18/10/2016WRJ01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, I announced in 
my Budget speech that the Earned Income Tax Credit is being increased by €400, bringing it 
to €950.

The tax credit is available in respect of an individual’s earned income other than earned 
income that already qualifies for the Employee (PAYE) Tax Credit.

Where an individual has income that qualifies for the Earned Income Tax Credit and also 
income that qualifies for the Employee (PAYE) Tax Credit, he or she may claim both credits but 
the aggregate of the tax credits is limited to €1,650 which is the maximum amount available for 
the Employee (PAYE) Tax Credit.

This is similar to the position which applies where an individual has two separate employ-
ments, and is limited to a maximum Employee (PAYE) Tax Credit of €1,650.

18/10/2016WRJ01100Tax Code

18/10/2016WRJ01200188. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide the de-
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tails of the costing of the measure with regard to the section 110 and funds changes item within 
budget 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30594/16]

18/10/2016WRJ01300192. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance with regard to his Depart-
ment’s projected yield of €50 million in 2017 from section 110 and funds changes, the portion 
of this expected yield that relates to section 110 changes and the portion that relates to funds 
changes; the details of the proposed fund changes; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [30744/16]

18/10/2016WRJ01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 188 
and 192 together.

In view of the proposed changes to be introduced to Section 110 TCA 1997 in the Finance 
Bill 2016 Revenue undertook an examination of the financial accounts of a number of Section 
110 companies to determine what the potential yield from any proposed changes might be.

The figure of €50 million is largely based on the potential profits made on a sample of mort-
gages valued at circa €1 billion held by a number of Section 110 companies that were examined.  
The results of the examination were then extrapolated to a potential mortgage book population 
of €20 billion.  The key assumption that underlies the figure is that only normal trading deduc-
tions were allowable, such as interest charged at the normal third party market rates, in calculat-
ing the taxable profits (i.e. that no deduction for Profit Participating Notes would be availed of).

As you are aware I published proposals for Section 110 TCA 1997 on the Department of 
Finance website last month.  The amendment has been redrafted to ensure that the proposal is 
targeted.  During the consultation phase other issues concerning property and funds arose and 
will be addressed in the Finance Bill.

18/10/2016WRJ01500Fiscal Data

18/10/2016WRJ01600189. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance further to box one on page 
C.22 of the budget book, when each of the adjustments to the fiscal space calculation became 
known to his Department; and the reason these were not flagged as part of the pre-budget pro-
cess with the budgetary oversight committee or to opposition Deputies well in advance of the 
budget. [30620/16]

18/10/2016WRJ01700198. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the way in which the fiscal 
space for 2017 moved from expected circa €1 billion to circa €1.2 billion on budget day in view 
of his previous comments that the fiscal space for 2017 could not change; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30818/16]

18/10/2016WRJ01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 189 
and 198 together.

The Department of Finance produces the macroeconomic and fiscal forecasts underpinning 
Ireland’s Stability Programme Update and the annual Budget process.  Forecasts of fiscal vari-
ables including available fiscal space are routinely updated in these publications.

I have outlined previously that the fiscal space in 2017 was largely fixed but was subject to 
certain moving parts.  In aggregate, revisions caused an increase in fiscal space of some €200m 
or approximately ¼ of a percent of the overall general government expenditure of €76.6 billion 
forecast for 2017.
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The fiscal space available for Budget 2017 is reconciled with the estimate published in the 
SES in Box One of Chapter 3 in the Economic and Fiscal Outlook in the Budget book 2017, the 
details of which I will revisit here.

For 2017, the reference rates and convergence margins were set by the European Commis-
sion in its Spring forecast published in May.  However, the GDP deflator used is an average of 
the Commissions Spring and Autumn deflators.  As the Commission’s Autumn forecasts will 
not be published until after Budget 2017, this necessitates using the forecast for the deflator 
from the Department of Finance’s Autumn forecasts published on Budget day.

My Department presented an estimate of this deflator to IFAC and the Budgetary Oversight 
Committee on October 4th as part of the macroeconomic forecast that was endorsed by the Irish 
Fiscal Council on October 6th.  The Budget deflator reflecting the impact of the 2017 budgetary 
package reduced fiscal space by €75m.  The purpose of the Budgetary Oversight Committee ap-
pearance by my officials was to discuss technical aspects of the macro economic forecasts and 
not to discuss the fiscal situation or policy implications arising.

Revisions to the 2015 general government expenditure estimates were provided on a con-
fidential basis to my Department following the first transmission of this data to Eurostat by 
the CSO on the 29th September.  This data was subsequently published by the CSO in the 
Government Finance Statistics on October 10th.  Revisions to the 2015 outturn have resulted 
in an update to the Department’s estimate of the 2016 and 2017 expenditure base.  Notably, the 
estimates of Gross Fixed Capital Formation (GFCF) were revised for the period 2012 to 2015.  
To avoid penalising spikes in government investment in GFCF, the European Commission al-
lows this investment to be averaged over a four year period with the result that any changes to 
the levels of this investment will impact on available fiscal space.

As well as data from the CSO, revenue and expenditure surveys of the Local Authorities 
and other general government bodies are returned as part of the budgetary process, these also 
included updated forecasts of GFCF expenditure in 2016 and 2017 updating further the Depart-
ment’s estimates of the expenditure bases used.  The combined effect of these changes to the 
estimates of GFCF expenditure in 2016 and 2017 has increased available fiscal space in 2017 
by approximately €120m.

In my answer to the Deputy’s other question today, I describe in detail the changes in fiscal 
space referred to in Budget Box 1 as Revised Carryover.  As indicated, this has two elements the 
first being the impact of the revisions to the Revenue Commissioners methodology regarding 
the calculation of first year and full year costs of potential Budget tax packages.  These changes 
took effect from June 2016 and the Revenue Commissioners pre-budget 2017 Ready Reckoner 
went live on 14th July.

The second element was the impact on the cost of indexation in 2017 on the revised tax 
base which was confirmed following the macroeconomic forecast endorsed by the Irish Fiscal 
Council on October 6th.  These changes combined increased fiscal space by €155m.

18/10/2016WRJ01900Fiscal Data

18/10/2016WRJ02000190. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a detailed 
breakdown of the €155 million adjustment that was made to the carryover effect of budget 
2016. [30621/16]

18/10/2016WRJ02100196. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the impact the increase of 
€155 million will have on the State’s compliance with the structural deficit target for 2016 and 
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the expenditure benchmark for 2016 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30755/16]

18/10/2016WRJ02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 190 
and 196 together.

At the time of the Summer Economic Statement (SES) it was estimated that there would 
be c. €1.0 billion in fiscal space for 2017.  Amongst other things, this consisted of c. €340 mil-
lion of carryover from Budget 2016 measures, of which income tax and USC accounted for 
approximately €292 million.  In addition, it was also estimated that the non-indexation of the 
income tax system in 2016 would yield €300 million in 2016, with a positive carryover of ap-
proximately €100 million into 2017.

However, since the SES, the Revenue Commissioners have updated their method of esti-
mating the first and full year costs of tax measures with effect from July 2016.  This followed 
an analysis of the first year/full year apportionment of costs which was undertaken to ensure 
the estimated apportionment is as accurate as possible.  Accordingly, from earlier this year, a 
larger proportion of the costs/yields of such measures are attributed to the first year, which re-
sults in a lower carryover cost in the second year.  It should be noted that this does not change 
the full-year cost of a measure, only the allocation of that cost between first year and carryover 
costs.  Therefore, as a result of Revenue’s revised methodology, it is anticipated that more of the 
cost of the income tax and USC package from Budget 2016 is being incurred in 2016 than was 
previously estimated.  In addition, the carryover cost from the non-indexation of the income tax 
system in 2016 has also been reduced.

Table 1 at time of SES illustrates the impact of the carryover effect of Budget 2016 
measures and non-indexation of income tax system in 2016: 

Description 2016 cost/yield Full year cost/yield  2017 carryover 
Budget 2016 Income tax and USC measures -€595 million -€887 million -€292 million
2016 Non-indexation of income tax system +€300 million +€400 million +€100 million 
Total Net effect  -€295 million  -€487 million  -€192 million  

 Table 2 Budget 2017 illustrates the impact of Revenue’s revised methodology on the 
carryover effect of Budget 2016 measures and non-indexation of income tax system in 
2016: 

Description 2016 cost/yield  applying 
revised Methodology 

Full cost/yield revised 2017 
carryover 

Budget 2016 Income tax and USC measures -€695 million -€887 million -€192 million 
2016 Non-indexation of income tax system +€330 million +€400 million +€70 million 
Total Net effect  -€365 million -€487 million  -€122 million  
Impact on Fiscal Space  -€70 million -  + € 70 million 

Therefore, the tables above account for c. €70 million of the €155 adjustment to the carry-
over effect into 2017.  The balance of €85 million is accounted for as follows. 

At the time of SES, it was estimated that the non-indexation of income tax system in 2017 
would yield €300 million in 2017 and €400 million a full year.  However, applying Revenues 
revised methodology and taking account of the updated 2017 tax base and macroeconomic 
drivers, it now estimated that the non-indexation of the income tax system in 2017 would yield 
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c. €385 million and €450 million in a full year, which accounts for the balance of €85 million 
in 2017.

The impact of these changes on the expenditure benchmark rule in 2016 was to increase the 
fiscal space used in the year by €70m as detailed in tables above.  However as the Deputy will 
be aware, there is a significant buffer built into the calculation of Ireland’s compliance with the 
expenditure benchmark in 2016, due to the treatment of the conversion of the AIB preference 
shares to ordinary shares as a capital transfer (expenditure) rather than a reinvestment of capi-
tal.  This €70 million does not compromise compliance with the expenditure benchmark rule 
in 2016.

The impact of this €155 million on compliance with the expenditure benchmark for 2017 
(as detailed in Box 1 page C.22 in the Budget 2017 book) gives an extra €155m of fiscal space, 
thereby explaining a significant portion of the €200 million change in fiscal space.

As regards compliance with the structural deficit target, the impact of the €155 million on 
the pace of improvement in the structural balance 2016 is marginal, at 0.02p percentage points 
of GDP.  As such, it should have no material impact upon reaching the Medium Term Objective, 
that is, a structural deficit of -0.5 of GDP by 2018.

18/10/2016WRJ02300Tax Reliefs Data

18/10/2016WRJ02400191. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the uptake of the special as-
signee relief programme in each of the years since its inception; and the amount of revenue 
foregone in each of those years. [30741/16]

18/10/2016WRJ02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Special Assignee Relief Programme 
(SARP) is aimed at reducing the cost to employers of assigning key individuals in their compa-
nies from abroad to take up positions in the Irish based operations of the employer.  It provides 
relief from income tax on 30% of earnings in excess of €75,000 for the key individuals that are 
assigned to Ireland for a maximum period of 5 years.  It was due to expire at the end of next year 
but in Budget 2017 I announced the extension of the program until the end of 2020 in order to 
provide certainty for foreign direct investment following the UK vote to leave the EU.

Detailed reports regarding SARP are published on Revenue’s webpage located at http://
www.revenue.ie/en/about/research/statistical-reports.html.

These reports provide information on the conditions, eligibility and the calculation of the 
relief. Furthermore there are statistics covering both the uptake of the relief and the cost to the 
Exchequer from 2012 to 2014, the latest year for which figures are available. Revenue will 
publish updates to this information in due course.

  Question No. 192 answered with Question No. 188.

18/10/2016WRJ02700Legislative Process

18/10/2016WRJ02800193. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the date he will publish the 
finance Bill. [30745/16]

18/10/2016WRJ02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is planned to publish the finance Bill 
2016 on 20th October.
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18/10/2016WRJ03000Irish Fiscal Advisory Council

18/10/2016WRJ03100194. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm the asser-
tion from the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council, that the State will miss its key borrowing target, 
the structural balance in 2017, as a result of the €1.3 billion budget 2017 package, as opposed 
to the €1 billion package mooted in September 2016; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30753/16]

18/10/2016WRJ03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy should be aware that the 
correct comparator with the nominal Budget package of €1.3 billion is the €1.19 billion which 
was set out in the Summer Economic Statement.  This was based on fiscal space of €1 billion, 
but the effect of capital smoothing meant that actual capital spend of €250m only absorbed €60 
million in terms of available fiscal space.  Budget 2017 introduced a package of €1.3 billion 
which uses fiscal space of €1.2 billion.

Based on the Commission’s matrix specifying the required annual fiscal adjustment towards 
Medium Term Budgetary Objective (MTO), the required adjustment in our structural budget 
balance in 2017 was fixed at 0.6 percentage points.  This requirement was set reflecting both 
our public debt sustainability and the cyclical position of Ireland’s economy.  The requirement 
was frozen based on Commission outlook for Ireland as of Spring 2016.  The projected pace 
of structural correction of 0.8 percentage points in 2017 as set out in Budget 2017 exceeds this 
requirement.

18/10/2016WRJ03300Irish Fiscal Advisory Council

18/10/2016WRJ03400195. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm the asser-
tion from the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council that the State will breach its overspending limit, 
the expenditure benchmark, a result of the €1.3 billion budget 2017 package, as opposed to the 
€1 billion package mooted in September 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30754/16]

18/10/2016WRJ03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy refers to the change in fiscal 
package between September and the Budget.  To be clear, the €1 billion in fiscal space outlined 
in the context of the Summer Economic Statement (SES) in June 2016 was consistent with full 
compliance with the expenditure benchmark in 2017.  Since then, a number of changes includ-
ing a revision in the composition of expenditure data from the CSO and a revision in the carry-
over cost of implementing the 2016 tax package, have meant the permitted fiscal space in 2017 
is now some €200m higher than previously estimated.  An increase of 0.3 per cent relative to a 
permitted expenditure ceiling of €69.5 billion should however be seen as modest.

Whilst the increase in permitted fiscal space relative to the SES is measured at €200m, the 
resulting 2017 fiscal package of €1.3 billion is just €100m higher than communicated in the 
context of SES.  This difference arises due to the 2016 capital package absorbing c. €50m and 
a reallocation of capital into current spending in 2017 absorbing a further c. €50m.

In contrast to this increase in permitted space, the excess over the permitted spending ceiling 
alluded to by the Fiscal Council for 2017 and set out in Budget Table A7 relates solely to the 
€200m increase in EU budget contribution arising due to the July revisions to Ireland’s national 
accounts data for 2015.  Net of this higher contribution, Budget projections confirm that the use 
of this €1.3 billion package in 2017 (i.e. spending the announced €900m in expenditure mea-
sures and factoring in the net cost of funding the €300m taxation package), is compliant with 
the provisions of the expenditure benchmark in 2017.
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Even leaving this aside, my Department has projected a 0.8 percentage point improvement 
in the structural balance in 2017, again in compliance with our obligations.

  Question No. 196 answered with Question No. 190.

18/10/2016WRJ03700VAT Rate Application

18/10/2016WRJ03800197. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Finance the reason the lower rate of 
VAT is not being applied to the hire of suits, dresses, costumes and so on, as the hire is classified 
as a service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30811/16]

18/10/2016WRJ03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The VAT rating of goods and services 
is subject to the requirements of the EU VAT Directive with which Irish VAT law must com-
ply.  The Directive provides that all goods and services are liable to VAT at the standard rate, 
currently 23% in Ireland, unless there is a provision in the Directive that permits the good or 
service to apply at a reduced rate, the zero rate or to be exempt.  As the VAT Directive does not 
provide for such treatment to apply to hiring suits, dresses or costumes, these services apply at 
the standard VAT rate.

  Question No. 198 answered with Question No. 189.

18/10/2016WRJ04100Tax Credits

18/10/2016WRJ04200199. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance his estimate of the cost of in-
troducing refundable tax credits. [30862/16]

18/10/2016WRJ04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): By a “refundable tax credit”, I assume 
the Deputy is referring to a process whereby, should an income earner have insufficient income 
to use all of his/her tax credits, the unused portion of the credit would be paid to the income 
earner by means of a cash transfer.

I am advised by Revenue that they have not undertaken any exercise to estimate a projected 
cost of refundable tax credits to the Exchequer or the administrative cost of establishing the 
necessary systems to facilitate the refund of tax credits.

Any such exercise in estimation would be highly complex as it would involve assumptions 
about the manner in which such a system would operate, its possible effects on individuals not 
currently in the tax net and how such a system might interact with any social protection pay-
ments.  In the absence of a fully designed scheme of refundable tax credits that addresses all of 
the relevant issues outlined, an estimated cost of refunding of credits referred to by the Deputy 
is not currently available.

The Deputy may also be aware that this matter was looked at in some detail by the Working 
Group established under the Programme for Prosperity and Fairness to examine the role which 
refundable tax credits can play in the tax and welfare system.  The Group was chaired by the 
Department of Finance and included representatives from ICTU, IBEC, the various farming 
organisations, the Community and Voluntary Pillar, relevant Government Departments and the 
Office of the Revenue Commissioners.

The Working Group found that there were significant disadvantages with such a system.  
These included the potential negative impacts on the incentive to work, labour supply, labour 
force participation and overall productivity and output.  The Commission on Taxation in its 
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2009 report also did not recommend the introduction of refundable tax credits.

In Budget 2017 I have continued the process of reducing the income tax burden for low and 
middle income earners commenced in Budgets 2015 and 2016.  These changes are designed to 
ensure that work pays and to help individuals to transition from unemployment back into jobs 
and indeed to remove potential blockages that may be deterring part-time workers from taking 
on additional hours of employment.  I do not believe refundable tax credits will assist us in this 
regard.

18/10/2016WRJ04400Pension Provisions

18/10/2016WRJ04500200. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he has given consider-
ation to a suggestion in terms of pension access (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30880/16]

18/10/2016WRJ04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The State encourages individuals to 
save for their retirement by providing generous tax incentives for them to invest some of their 
earned income in Revenue approved pension saving arrangements.  The incentives include 
exemptions from income tax on pension contributions up to certain limits and exemption from 
various taxes in respect of pension fund growth.  Benefits drawn down at retirement are, in turn, 
subject to tax at the individual’s marginal tax rate, with the exception of the permissible tax-free 
retirement lump sum.

The details supplied with the question would suggest that the issue being raised relates to 
small self-administered pension schemes (SSASs) and the capacity of such schemes to invest 
in investment properties associated with the scheme member.

I am advised by Revenue that SSASs are a particular type of occupational pension scheme 
in respect of which special requirements apply in relation to their approval, operation and su-
pervision.  The reason for these requirements is to ensure that such schemes are established for 
the bona fide purpose of providing retirement benefits.  The concern in this regard reflects the 
fact that, as such schemes are generally one member schemes, that member typically being a 
proprietary director, there is potential for a conflict of interest to arise.  This is because the indi-
vidual is not only the sole member of the scheme but is also normally the owner of the company 
sponsoring the scheme and a trustee of the scheme.

While property investment is permitted by such funds, purchases and disposals must in all 
cases be at arm’s length from the scheme, the member, the sponsoring company, its directors 
and any associated companies.

The proposal being put forward in the question would effectively require these property 
related restrictions to be relaxed, so that a member of a small self-administered pension scheme 
could sell an investment property to his or her scheme or to use part of the scheme assets to 
invest in property associated with the member.

While I can appreciate the reasoning behind this proposal, I think it is important not to lose 
sight of the purpose of supplementary pension saving and the generous tax incentives, already 
mentioned, that the State continues to provide to encourage it.  The sole purpose of pension sav-
ings is to provide relevant benefits to the scheme member at the point of retirement or, indeed, 
earlier in the event of retirement on ill-health grounds.  The investment opportunities envisaged 
under the proposal might not represent a prudent investment in many cases and could put the 
availability of those benefits when needed at undue risk.  In addition, investment in a single as-
set class, as recent history would demonstrate, is rarely if ever a prudent course of action.
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While I appreciate that the proposal is well intentioned, it would seem to me to be difficult, 
if the rules governing investment by SSASs were relaxed in the manner suggested, to resist 
calls for a broader relaxation to allow, for example, assets such as family or holiday homes to 
be acquired by a pension scheme or to permit investment in the employing company to stave off 
short term cash flow difficulties.  In other words, it could be a first step towards a dismantling 
of the very rules that are in place to protect an individual’s pension savings.

For all these reasons I would not be in favour of this proposal.

18/10/2016WRJ04700Budget Measures

18/10/2016WRJ04800201. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the reason full-year yield 
and cost figures were not included in the summary of 2017 budget measures and policy chang-
es; if he will provide these figures, for each item, as has been the case in previous years; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [30883/16]

18/10/2016WRJ04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The 2017 figures were used in calculat-
ing the available fiscal space.  For this reason, and in order to present the data in a concise man-
ner, yield and cost figures specifically for 2017 included in the Summary Measures.

The 2017 Yield/Cost and the Full Year Yield/Cost are:

Figures are round to nearest million

* No impact on Fiscal Space

# Full Year Cost not realised until 2019

^ For Agri Measures/Decommissioning of Fishing Vessels/Fishers Tax Credit, €15m al-
ready provided in the tax base. 

Measure Yield/Cost 2017 Yield/Cost Full Year
USCIncomes of €13,000 or less are exempt. Other-
wise,-  €0 to €12,012 @ 0.5%-  €12,013 to €18,772 
@ 2.5%-  €18,773 to €70,044 @ 5%-  €70,045 
to €100,000 @ 8%-  PAYE income in excess of 
€100,000 @ 8%-  Self-employed income in excess 
of €100,000 @ 11% Medical card holders and 
individuals aged 70 years and over whose aggregate 
income does not exceed €60,000 will now pay a 
maximum USC rate of 2.5%. 

-€335m -€390m

Income TaxAn increase in the Home Carer Tax 
Credit from €1,000 to €1,100 An increase in the 
Earned Income Credit from €550 to €950Interest 
Relief   Rented Residential Property The deduction 
available for qualifying interest payments on mon-
ies borrowed to purchase, improve or repair residen-
tial rental property is being increased from 75% to 
100%, over the next 5 years.  The deduction will be 
increased by 5 percentage points each year, with the 
first increase from 75% to 80% to take effect from 1 
January 2017. This measure will apply to both new 
and existing mortgages.  The full-year cost of €70 
million, being the cost for full restoration to 100% 
will be reached in 2022.

-€7m  -€33m -€8m  -€8m-€58m  -€70m
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Measure Yield/Cost 2017 Yield/Cost Full Year
Excise DutiesTobacco Products TaxThe excise duty 
on a packet of 20 cigarettes is being increased by 50 
cents (including VAT) with a pro-rata increase on 
the other tobacco products, with effect from mid-
night on 11 October 2016. Extension of qualifying 
limit for excise duty relief for microbreweriesThe 
special relief reducing the standard rate of Alcohol 
Products Tax by 50% on beers produced in micro-
breweries which produce not more than 30,000 hec-
tolitres per annum is being extended to apply to mi-
crobreweries which produce not more than 40,000 
hectolitres per annum.   Relief is still available on 
the first 30,000 hectolitres of beer produced.Vehicle 
Registration Tax (VRT)The VRT reliefs available 
for the purchase of hybrid electric vehicles and 
plug-in hybrid electric vehicles, are being extended 
to 31 December 2018. Electric vehicles, and electric 
motorcycles are being extended to 31 December 
2021.Carbon TaxThe fuel inputs used to create high 
efficiency electricity in combined heat and power 
are being fully exempted from carbon tax. 

 €65m  - - €1m    €65m - --€2m 

Other Income TaxHelp to BuyAn income tax rebate 
incentive is being introduced to assist first time 
buyers of new homes to fund the deposit required 
under the Central Bank macro-prudential rules. It 
will consist of a rebate of income tax paid over the 
previous four years up to 5% of the purchase price 
of up to €400,000. Where new homes are valued 
between €400,000 and €600,000 the maximum 
relief (i.e. €20,000) will continue to be available. 
The house must be a new build and applicants 
must take out a mortgage of at least 80% of the 
purchase price. This scheme will run until the end 
of 2019.Rent a RoomThe ceiling for exemption 
from income tax for income received from the 
letting of a room or rooms in a person s principal 
private residence is being increased from €12,000 
to €14,000 for 2017 and subsequent years. Living 
City InitiativeThe Living City Initiative is being 
amended to encourage an increase in the take-up of 
the scheme. This involves extending the availability 
of the scheme to landlords, while for residential ap-
plicants it removes the restriction on the maximum 
floor size of the property, removes the requirement 
that the property must have been previously used 
as a dwelling, and reduces the minimum amount of 
expenditure needed to qualify.Home Renovation 
Incentive #The HRI is being extended until 31 De-
cember 2018. Foreign Earnings Deduction *FED is 
being extended until the end of 2020 and qualifying 
countries are being extended to include Colombia 
and Pakistan. The minimum number of days for 
travel is being reduced to 30 per annum. Special As-
signee Relief Programme *SARP is being extended 
for a further 3 years until the end of 2020. Start 
Your Own Business Relief The Start Your Own 
Business tax relief is being extended for 2 years 
until the end of 2018. Fishers Tax Credit^A new tax 
credit is being announced for fishers to assist the vi-
ability of the fishing sector. Fishers who have fished 
for wild fish or wild shellfish for at least 80 days in 
a tax year can claim an income tax credit of €1,270 
per annum. Decommissioning of Fishing Vessels^

 -€50m -€1m -€1m -- - -€4m  
-€4m  -€2m

  -€40m -€1m -€3m -€38m -€3m   
-€8m -€10m -€6m-€2m
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Measure Yield/Cost 2017 Yield/Cost Full Year
Capital Gains Tax Revised CGT entrepreneur 
relief: A reduced CGT rate of 10% will apply to the 
disposal in whole or in part of a business up to an 
overall limit of€1 million in qualifying chargeable 
gains.CGT Relief for Raised Bogs

   -€13m   -€2m  -€14m   -

Capital Acquisitions TaxChanges to tax-free 
thresholds:The Group A lifetime tax-free threshold 
applying to gifts and inheritances from parents to 
children is being raised from €280,000 to €310,000, 
The  Group B lifetime tax-free threshold applying 
to gifts and inheritances made to parents, siblings, 
nieces, nephews or grandchildren is being raised 
from €30,150 to €32,500.The Group C lifetime 
tax-free threshold applying to gifts and inheritances 
made to all others (except spouses and civil partners 
who are exempt) is being raised from €15,075 to 
€16,250. 

   -€22m     -€25m  

Agri Measures^Increase in the Farmer s Flat-Rate 
Addition from 5.2% to 5.4% The farmers flat-rate 
addition will be increased from 5.2% to 5.4% with 
effect from 1 January 2017.  The flat-rate scheme 
compensates unregistered farmers for VAT incurred 
on their farming inputs.  The flat-rate addition is 
reviewed annually in accordance with the EU VAT 
Directive and the increase to 5.4% in 2017 contin-
ues to achieve full compensation for farmers. Ac-
celerated Capital Allowances for energy efficient 
equipmentThe scheme of accelerated capital allow-
ances for energy efficient equipment is being made 
available to sole traders and non-corporates.Income 
Averaging Step Out The Income Averaging regime 
allows a farmer s taxable profit to be averaged out 
over a 5-year period. This is being amended to al-
low an opt out in a single year of unexpectedly poor 
income, which may be availed of for the 2016 tax 
year.Farm Restructuring Relief 

   -€9m  -€3m   -  -€1m     -€11m    -€3m  - -€1m 

DIRTReduced rate of Deposit Interest Retention 
Tax (DIRT):The rate of DIRT will be decreased by 
2% each year for the next 4 years until it reaches 
33%.  The full year cost of €36 million will be 
reached in 2020.  

 -€9m  -€36m 
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Measure Yield/Cost 2017 Yield/Cost Full Year
Compliance MeasuresSection 110 and Funds 
ChangesDraft amendments to section 110 will 
be included in the Finance Bill to address these 
unintended uses of the section. Further amend-
ments will address other issues arising in relation to 
Funds and property.  Tackling offshore tax evasionA 
comprehensive programme of targeted compliance 
interventions against those engaged in offshore tax 
evasion.  This programme will be underpinned by 
applying advanced analytics techniques to the range 
of new data sources available through FATCA, EU 
and OECD exchange of information initiatives and 
supported by new legislation designed to encourage 
early disclosures of liabilities in relation to offshore 
accounts or assets by i) Denying the opportunity 
to make a qualifying disclosure in this area after 
1/5/2017 and ii) Introducing a new strict liability 
offence for failure to return details of offshore ac-
counts or other assets.Increase resource to confront 
non-complianceIncreasing Revenue staff resources 
by 50 (full time equivalent) on audit and investiga-
tion activities as well as enhancing ICT systems 
capacity for data matching and data analytics will 
lead to a direct increase in tax and duty yield from 
compliance interventions. 

 €50m€30m €50m  €35m   -   €50m

18/10/2016WRJ05000Fiscal Policy

18/10/2016WRJ05100202. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has a 
detailed plan on the way to achieve the reduction of the debt to GDP ratio to 45% by the mid-
2020s as outlined in budget 2017; if he will provide specific details of the growth and other pro-
jections underpinning this objective; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30884/16]

18/10/2016WRJ05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In last week’s budget I announced that 
the Government has decided to set a new domestic target debt to GDP ratio of 45 per cent to be 
reached by the mid-2020s or thereafter depending on economic growth.  This will allow future 
Governments to not only apply the rainy day fund but, in the event of future shocks, the capac-
ity to borrow to mitigate the impact of such shocks on the lives of our people.  This target goes 
beyond the requirements of the Stability and Growth Pact, and reflects the fact that as a small 
and very open economy, a shock in any part of the world affects us.  The rationale for this target 
is: 

1. That GDP measures can be quite volatile in Ireland as indicated by the 26% growth rate 
for 2015 and

2. The need to build up a safety buffer to ensure continuing market access. 

The growth outlook underlying this target is as set out up to 2021 in the Fiscal and Eco-
nomic Outlook published with the Budget last week, and after that an assumed average nominal 
GDP growth rate of 4.5% out to 2026, made up of real growth of 2.5% and a price increase of 
2%.  The debt projections make the technical assumption that the 2021 primary balance of 2.6% 
of GDP is maintained thereafter, with the average implicit interest rate held constant at it 2021 
value.  This projected timing does not factor in proceeds from the sale of banking assets, which 
will be used to lower debt.

In order to achieve this target, it is critical that we reach our Medium Term Budgetary 
Objective or MTO defined as a balanced budget in structural terms - in 2018 - and maintain it 
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thereafter and that is what the Government intends to do.

18/10/2016WRJ05300Budget Measures

18/10/2016WRJ05400203. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his plans to introduce for 
SMEs generally a loan scheme similar to the €150 million loan fund for the agrisector an-
nounced as part of budget 2017; the reasons for his position; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30885/16]

18/10/2016WRJ05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Cash Flow Support Fund for Farm-
ers is a specific, time bound, initiative that has been made available to the agrisector because 
of market difficulties currently being experienced and to preserve the growth potential of this 
sector.

It is supported by €11 million of EU Exceptional Adjustment Aid and further funding 
from the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, under a derogation from state aid 
regulations that ordinarily apply to the agriculture sector.  This measure will enable farmers to 
improve the management of their cash flow and reduce the cost of their short-term borrowings 
so they can continue to trade during the current period of commodity price volatility.

The government is committed to supporting the wider financing needs of SMEs, in all sec-
tors of the economy, and ensuring that there is an adequate supply of affordable and appropriate 
credit to meet their needs.  The Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) was estab-
lished to increase the availability of credit to SMEs at a lower cost and on more flexible terms.  
In this regard, it is encouraging to note that to the end of June 2016, the SBCI has lent €347 
million to 8,619 SMEs.  On average, the SBCI provides a discount of circa 1.5% on the market 
interest rate to SMEs.

The SBCI continues to have significant lending capacity; it has funding agreements in place 
with the European Investment Bank, KfW and the NTMA and has a current funding capacity 
of over €1 billion to enable it to make low cost loans available to SMEs across all qualifying 
sectors.

The most recent Department of Finance SME Credit Demand Survey sought the reasons 
why businesses did not seek credit and the results showed that 84% of respondents who had 
not applied for credit stated that they did not seek credit because they did not need it.  Only a 
very small minority of respondents, 1%, stated that they did not seek credit because it was too 
expensive.

The deputy should note that this particular agriculture measure is only possible due to emer-
gency EU funding and it relates to issues that are specific to the agri-sector at present.  Given 
the Government measures already in place to support the wider provision of low cost financing 
to SMEs and the specific EU assistance available for this agriculture support, there are no plans 
currently to extend a similar loan scheme to SMEs generally.

18/10/2016WRJ05600Exchequer Returns

18/10/2016WRJ05700204. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details of 
the gain for the Exchequer in 2017 through the non-indexation of the taxation system; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [30886/16]

18/10/2016WRJ05800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As part of the Budget 2017 preparation 
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it was estimated that the yield for the Exchequer from non-indexation of the income tax system 
in 2017 would be in region of c. €385 million in a first year and €450 million on a full year 
basis.  This would imply a carryover of c. €65 million into 2018 and likewise the estimated 
carryover into 2017 from non-indexation of the income tax system in 2016 is similar.  It is im-
portant to point out that the calculation of non-indexation in 2017 of the income tax system was 
prepared on the following technical assumptions:

1. The Revenue Commissioners Pre-Budget 2017 Income Tax ready reckoner.

2. The projected increase in non-agriculture wages in 2017.

18/10/2016WRJ05900Brexit Issues

18/10/2016WRJ06000205. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his plans to explore the 
possibility of establishing a national hedging strategy, involving the expertise of the NTMA, 
which may be able to give practical assistance to Irish SMEs dependent on the UK export mar-
ket which are currently suffering from the fall in sterling; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30887/16]

18/10/2016WRJ06100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The UK referendum on EU membership 
has led to significant fluctuations in the value of Sterling against the euro and this presents chal-
lenges for Irish SMEs that export to the UK. 

These challenges make the current range of Government supports for the provision of credit 
even more vital as loans made to SMEs, on the basis of viable business plans, will give them 
time to diversify into other markets and reduce their exposure to the UK.

It is likely that the recent exchange rate movements may signal a longer term, rather than 
cyclical, change in the value of Sterling.  While hedging can provide some measure of relief and 
provide SMEs with time to adapt to this change, it is not possible to fully mitigate the long-term 
impact of currency devaluation through hedging.

State backed, low cost credit can assist SMEs to restructure their cost bases and re-price 
their products and services so they can continue trading with the UK in the weaker Sterling en-
vironment.  In this context, it is encouraging to note that SMEs can access lower cost, flexible 
finance from the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI).  To the end of June 2016, the 
SBCI has lent €347 million to 8,619 SMEs.

It would not be economically or fiscally sustainable for the State to subsidise an artificially 
set exchange rate.  Indeed, EU State Aid Regulations prohibit countries from directly subsi-
dising exchange rates and hedging products.  However, it is important to note that there are 
multiple financial providers active in the Irish market that can provide a comprehensive and 
competitive range of hedging and foreign exchange products to SMEs who require them.

The Government will continue to monitor fluctuations in the exchange rate and ensure that 
the wide range of State supports currently available are tailored to ensure that they provide 
effective support to SMEs affected by challenges arising from the UK referendum on member-
ship of the European Union.

18/10/2016WRJ06200Budget Measures

18/10/2016WRJ06300206. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of first-time 
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buyers his Department expects to avail of the help to buy scheme, announced in the budget, in 
2016, 2017 and 2018; if he is putting any cap on the maximum cost to the Exchequer in respect 
of the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30888/16]

18/10/2016WRJ06400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, the “Help 
to Buy” initiative announced in the Budget, will provide an income tax rebate to first time buy-
ers to assist them in getting the deposit for their first home, as required under the Central Bank’s 
macro-prudential mortgage rules.

There is no cap on the potential cost to the Exchequer of this scheme.  As the initiative is de-
mand-led, it is not possible to forecast the numbers of first-time buyers that will choose to avail 
of it on an annual basis.  However, initial forecasts of the potential costs by my Department for 
the coming years, as outlined in Budget 2017, are based on figures in relation to the number of 
new homes built in recent years and the proportion of which are purchased by first-time buyers.

18/10/2016WRJ06500Budget Measures

18/10/2016WRJ06600207. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the expected outcome if a 
person availing of the help to buy scheme for first-time buyers announced in the budget does 
not live in the property for five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30889/16]

18/10/2016WRJ06700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, every 
tax relief has conditions that must be met in order for eligibility to be established.  Under the 
“Help to Buy” initiative, which is aimed at helping first-time buyers to purchase a newly built 
principal private residence, if an individual has been found to no longer meet certain conditions 
under the scheme, such as occupying the house, they may need to refund a portion of the tax 
rebate that they have received.  The full details of the occupancy requirement and any potential 
clawback of the relief will be set out in the Finance Bill.

18/10/2016WRJ06800Budget Measures

18/10/2016WRJ06900208. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Finance if, in respect of the €20,000 
grant for first-time buyers outlined in budget 2017 it will be applied in respect of a house 
which was commenced but clearly not finished as it just constitutes a shell, with no septic tank 
installed or electricity connection; and if same would be classified as a new build whereby the 
young persons intending to purchase same completed the shell to a satisfactory habitable stan-
dard (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30905/16]

18/10/2016WRJ07000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  In Budget 2017, I announced a “Help 
to Buy” initiative which will provide an income tax rebate to first time buyers to assist them in 
getting the deposit for their first home, as required under the Central Bank’s macro-prudential 
mortgage rules.  The full definition of what constitutes a new build property, as well as the 
conditions around self-builds that will be eligible under the initiative, will be outlined in the 
Finance Bill.

18/10/2016WRJ07100Budget Consultation Process

18/10/2016WRJ07200209. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the groups, persons or politi-
cal representatives he has met in the context of planning budget 2017 and the finance Bill; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [30925/16]
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18/10/2016WRJ07300210. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the groups, persons or politi-
cal representatives officials from his Department have met in the context of planning budget 
2017 and the finance Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30926/16]

18/10/2016WRJ07400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 209 
and 210 together.

The Deputy will appreciate that preparation for Budget 2017 and the Finance Bill is a com-
plex matter and it would be impractical to provide a definitive list of every single such meeting 
that may have taken place.

However, I can advise him that in advance of Budget 2017, I met, along with the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform, and as I usually do, a number of representative organisa-
tions.  These were the CIF, IBEC, ICMSA, ICTU, IFA and the Community and Voluntary Pillar.  
The Pillar, as the Deputy will be aware, comprises seventeen separate organisations.  In addi-
tion, I met with other organisations including the American Chamber of Commerce, the Drinks 
Industry Group of Ireland, Newsmedia and the Vintners’ Federation of Ireland and with a range 
of public representatives including Deputies Michael McGrath and Stephen Donnelly.  As you 
will be aware Deputy, officials also engaged with you in the context of the Finance Bill and I 
attended a number of Fine Gael Parliamentary Party meetings, where the Budget was discussed.

I also met with senior Revenue officials.

I am advised that among the many groups met by my officials relating to Budget 2017 and 
the Finance Bill were:

- AirBnB

- Alcohol Action Ireland

- DIGI

- IBEC 

- Irish Cancer Society  

- ICOS

- Irish Stock Exchange

- IFA

- Irish Heart Foundation

- ITMAC

- Linked Finance

- NOFFLA

- SIMI

- Social Justice Ireland.

My officials also met with their colleagues in other Government Departments and agencies.  
These would have included meetings with Revenue, the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation and Enterprise Ireland.
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Specifically in relation to consultations on amendments to section 110 of the Taxes Consoli-
dation Act 1997 and funds legislation, officials from my Department have met with a number 
of relevant stakeholders, including representatives from the Irish Debts and Securities Associa-
tion, the Irish Funds Industry Association and from companies involved in these sectors.

The Deputy should be aware that my officials and I meet with a range of organisations and 
individuals on a regular basis and it is often the case that the issue of an upcoming Budget or 
Finance Bill arises in the course of such discussions.

I would note also that in the run-up to Budget 2016 and the Finance Bill I have received 
to date more than 400 submissions from a wide variety of groups, representative organisa-
tions and individuals.  All such submissions received are recorded and distributed as appropri-
ate, both in my Department and in the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, so that 
their content may be considered by the relevant officials in the context of Budget and Finance 
Bill preparation.

18/10/2016WRK00100School Transport Provision

18/10/2016WRK00200211. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when it is 
expected that full transport services will be restored for children attending special schools 
throughout north Kildare in view of the fact that parents are currently delivering and collecting 
their children at the same time as the special bus which is not available to them; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30323/16]

18/10/2016WRK00300212. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when school 
transport for children with special needs in mainstream primary and second level schools and 
special schools, including those in young adult services, will be restored throughout north 
Kildare and countrywide; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30329/16]

18/10/2016WRK00400229. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when it 
is expected that full transport services will be restored for children attending special schools 
throughout north Kildare in view of the fact that parents are currently delivering and collecting 
their children at the same time as the special bus which is not available to them; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30324/16]

18/10/2016WRK00500230. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when school 
transport for children with special needs in mainstream primary and second level schools and 
special schools, including those in young adult services, will be restored throughout north 
Kildare and countrywide; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30330/16]

18/10/2016WRK00600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 211, 212, 229 and 230 together.

School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.  During the 2015/16 school year in the region of 114,000 children, including some 10,000 
children with special educational needs, were transported in approximately 4,000 vehicles on a 
daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 mil-
lion kilometres annually.

Under the terms of my Department’s School Transport Scheme for Children with Special 
Educational Needs, children are eligible for transport where they are attending the nearest 
recognised school that is or can be resourced to meet their special educational needs.
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There has been no reduction in the level of school transport services for children who are 
eligible for school transport under the terms of the above scheme.  However, Bus Éireann has 
advised that they are processing a number of late applications for the current school year and 
they are liaising with the school authorities and the families.

The Deputy should be aware that Special Schools funded by my Department are intended to 
cater for children and young persons with special educational needs from 4 years until the end 
of the school year in which they reach their 18th year.

At that point, the Department of Health/Health Service Executive assumes direct responsi-
bility for young adults with special educational needs who are over 18 years.

18/10/2016WRK00700Teachers’ Remuneration

18/10/2016WRK00800213. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of im-
plementing the pre-February 2012 pay scale and allowances for all primary school teachers 
(details supplied). [30758/16]

18/10/2016WRK00900214. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of im-
plementing the pre-January 2011 pay scale and allowances for all second level teachers (details 
supplied). [30759/16]

18/10/2016WRK01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 213 and 214 together.

As a consequence of the financial crisis, there was a need to enact a number of measures to 
reduce public expenditure so as to stabilise the country’s public finances.  A previous Govern-
ment reduced the salaries and allowances payable to all new entrants to public service recruit-
ment grades by 10% with effect from 1 January 2011.  This decision also required that such new 
entrants would start on the first point of the applicable salary scale, which in the case of teachers 
had the effect of reducing their starting pay by a further 4-5%.  Later in 2011, the Government 
placed a cap on the overall level of qualification allowances that could be earned by teachers.   

Subsequently in 2012, following the public service-wide review of allowances, the Govern-
ment withdrew qualification allowances for new teachers altogether.  However, the Govern-
ment partially compensated for this by deciding that new entrant teachers would henceforth 
commence on a new salary scale which had a starting point higher than the starting point of the 
old scale.   

The recent agreement reached with TUI and INTO in effect reverses the decision to with-
draw qualification allowances from post-1 February 2012 entrant teachers.  The estimated value 
of these increases over a teacher’s career is €135,000.  This new arrangement will apply to 
members of the teacher unions which have signed up to the Lansdowne Road Agreement i.e. 
TUI and INTO.   

When other Lansdowne Road increases are also factored in, there will be a 15% increase 
in the starting pay of new entrant teachers between 31 August 2016 and 1 January 2018 (from 
€31,009 to €35,602).  For an individual TUI/INTO member who started teaching in September 
2015, they will see a 22% increase in their pay (including increment) between 31 August 2016 
and 1 January 2018 (from €31,009 to €37,723).   

In addition to this, it must be borne in mind that the pay reduction for post-2011 entrants to 
the public service applied to all public servants and not just teachers, and that any restoration 
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of these measures in respect of teachers would be expected to be applied elsewhere across the 
public service.  While I am not in a position to provide an estimate of the total cost of restor-
ing all post-1 January 2011 entrants in all areas of the public service to the pre-2011 pay scale 
arrangements, I can say that in the case of education and training sector employees including 
teachers, the estimated cost would be between €65 and €70 million per annum.  Clearly, the cost 
across the entire public service would be substantially higher.   

The agreement on new entrant pay shows what is possible through dialogue and negotiation 
within the Lansdowne Road Agreement.  The Government is wholly committed to the imple-
mentation of the Lansdowne Road Agreement as the most appropriate way for progress to be 
made on pay restoration and reform of our public services into the future.

18/10/2016WRK01100Schools Building Projects Status

18/10/2016WRK01200215. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when work 
will commence on a project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30212/16]

18/10/2016WRK01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The project referred to by 
the Deputy has recently been approved to proceed to Stage 3 which involves the tender com-
petition for appointment of the building contractor.  The school and its design team have been 
informed.

18/10/2016WRK01400Schools Building Projects Status

18/10/2016WRK01500216. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for the 
delay in the commencement of the Ardee Educate Together project; the start date for the proj-
ect; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30213/16]

18/10/2016WRK01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The delivery of a new 
school building for Ardee Educate Together has been devolved to Louth County Council.  The 
project is currently at Stage 1 of architectural planning which is preliminary design stage. 

A review by my Department of the Stage 1 submission is due to take place this week and 
if approved the project will be allowed to proceed to the next stage of architectural planning 
which is Stage 2A Detail Design.

18/10/2016WRK01700School Costs

18/10/2016WRK01800217. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Education and Skills the action he will 
take to address the disparity in school costs which exists from school to school throughout the 
country and the inequality faced by parents in having to provide funding for a free primary 
education system, as costed by a charity (details supplied) at €103 million; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [30215/16]

18/10/2016WRK01900225. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the action he will 
take to address the huge disparity in school costs which exists from school to school throughout 
the country and the inequality faced by parents in having to provide funding for a free primary 
education system, as costed by a charity (details supplied) at €103 million; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [30262/16]
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18/10/2016WRK02000249. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will address 
the huge disparity in school costs which exists from school to school throughout the country 
and the inequality faced by parents in having to provide funding for a free primary education 
system, as costed by a charity (details supplied) at €103 million; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30520/16]

18/10/2016WRK02100251. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ad-
dress the huge disparity in school costs which exists form school to school throughout the coun-
try and the inequality faced by parents in having to provide funding for a free primary education 
system, as costed by a charity (details supplied) at €103 million. [30551/16]

18/10/2016WRK02200260. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Education and Skills the action he will 
take to address the disparity in school costs which exists from school to school throughout the 
country and the inequality faced by parents in having to provide funding for a free primary edu-
cation system, as costed by a charity (details supplied) at €103 million. [30626/16]

18/10/2016WRK02300269. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if it is his De-
partment’s policy and plan to address the disparity in school costs which exists from school to 
school throughout the country and the inequality faced by parents in having to provide funding 
for a free primary education system, as costed by a charity (details supplied) at €103 million; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30869/16]

18/10/2016WRK02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 217, 225, 249, 251, 260 and 269 together.

I am aware of the report referred to by the Deputies.

I strongly support any measures that can be put in place to reduce costs for parents.  

All schools must be sensitive to the financial pressures on parents in making decisions, not 
just about school uniforms or books, but about any matter that has cost implications for parents. 

The Action Plan for Education outlines hundreds of actions to be implemented over the 3 
year period 2016 to 2019.  Some of the actions as part of the plan are to strengthen the focus on 
reducing school costs for parents by:

- Restoring capitation funding over a three-year period as resources permit

- Increasing the financial support for book rental schemes, in order to reduce or eliminate 
school book costs for parents

- Issuing a new circular to school authorities and ETBs regarding school uniform policy and 
other costs and the need to put a greater emphasis on reducing the cost of school uniforms and 
other costs.

Budget 2017 represents the start of a major programme of reinvestment in education, and 
the first phase of implementation of the Action Plan for Education, aimed at becoming the best 
education system in Europe within a decade. 

It was not possible to provide additional funding in Budget 2017 in relation to this element 
of the Action Plan due to the many competing demands for the available funding.  However, 
this commitment remains a priority for me to address as soon as possible during the lifetime of 
the Action Plan.  It is important to note that the total allocation to this Department for additional 
policy measures, after demographics and Industrial Relations commitments, was €130 million 
and of which all our commitments in higher and further education and primary and secondary 
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schools had to be funded.

I also intend to introduce a stronger complaints procedure and a charter for parents.  It is 
important that schools should consult parents on matters relating to their children’s education, 
including those matters which have cost implications, and schools should be responsive to the 
views and concerns of parents.  In that regard requiring schools to have a parent charter will 
ensure that schools will interact better with parent associations and with individual parents.

I will shortly seek Government approval for the Heads of a Bill to provide for replacing Sec-
tion 28 of the Education Act, 1998 and the drafting of principles which will form the framework 
of a Parents’ and Learners’ Charter in every school. 

I believe that these actions will significantly strengthen the focus on reducing school costs 
for parents.

18/10/2016WRK02500Schools Building Projects Status

18/10/2016WRK02600218. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding a new building for a primary school (details supplied). [30221/16]

18/10/2016WRK02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The major building proj-
ect for the school to which the Deputy refers is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, 
Stage 2(b) - Detailed Design, which includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire 
Certificate and Disability Access Certificate and the preparation of Tender Documents.  All 
statutory approvals have been secured and the Design Team have been authorised to complete 
Stage 2(b).

18/10/2016WRK02800Garda Vetting of Personnel

18/10/2016WRK02900219. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the schools in Dub-
lin mid-west currently waiting for a special needs assistant to fill a vacant post due to the delays 
in the Garda vetting process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30228/16]

18/10/2016WRK03000220. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the schools in Dub-
lin mid-west that are currently waiting for a teacher to fill a vacant post due to the delays in the 
Garda vetting process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30229/16]

18/10/2016WRK03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 219 and 220 together.

In April of this year, the Minister for Justice and Equality commenced the National Vetting 
Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Acts 2012 to 2016 (the Vetting Act) which put in 
place  statutory requirements for the Garda vetting of persons involved in working with children 
and vulnerable adults, including those working in schools. 

Since the Vetting Act was commenced, school authorities have been statutorily obliged, 
other than in certain limited circumstances, to obtain a vetting disclosure from the National 
Vetting Bureau before commencing the employment of staff such as teachers and special needs 
assistants. 

When these vetting requirements were commenced, my Department published Circular 
0031/2016 which set out the statutory requirements along with the practical arrangements in 
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place to support the vetting procedures.  A Frequently Asked Questions document was also 
published by my Department to assist schools with queries in respect of the circular.  My 
Department had previously (in April 2015) published a circular which outlined the advance 
preparations and actions to be taken by all school authorities and registered teachers so as to 
facilitate, as far as possible, a smooth transition to the statutory vetting requirements once they 
became operational.

In relation to the information requested by the Deputy in respect of unfilled vacancies in 
schools in the Dublin mid-west area, the position is that the filling of vacancies for teaching 
and non-teaching positions is carried out at individual school level.  Accordingly, information 
in relation to the number of unfilled vacancies in particular schools and the reasons for same at 
any given time is not available within my Department.

18/10/2016WRK03200Site Acquisitions

18/10/2016WRK03300221. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of a new site for a school (details supplied), as announced in November 2015; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [30238/16]

18/10/2016WRK03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, the 
project to which he refers was announced as part of the Six Year Capital Programme last year.  
The project is listed to proceed to tender and construction in 2017.

Officials in my Department are working closely with officials from Fingal County Council 
under the memorandum of understanding in relation to the identification and acquisition of a 
suitable permanent location for the Gaelscoil.  A suitable site has been identified and discus-
sions are ongoing with the Council in relation to the provision of access and services.  Due to 
commercial sensitivities relating to site acquisitions generally I am not in a position to provide 
further details at this time.

Once a suitable site has been acquired my Department will be in a position to progress the 
project concerned into the architectural planning process.

18/10/2016WRK03500Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

18/10/2016WRK03600222. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will extend 
third level grants to low-income students who attend QQI degree courses in recognised private 
colleges, as well as access to the HEA hardship fund; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30239/16]

18/10/2016WRK03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Under my Department’s 
student grant scheme, eligible candidates may receive funding provided they are attending an 
approved course at an approved institution as defined in the scheme.  The definition of an ap-
proved institution is set out in Section 7 of the Student Support Act 2011 and Regulation 3 of 
the Student Support Regulations 2016. 

The Student Assistance Fund (aka the hardship fund) which is part financed by the European 
Social Fund, is not available to students attending private colleges.

Decisions in relation to the future funding of student supports will be informed by the con-
sideration of the options contained in the Report of the Expert Group on Future Funding for 
Higher Education, published in July.  As committed to in the Programme for Government, I 
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have referred the report to the relevant Oireachtas Committee as part of the process for building 
political consensus on the most sustainable approach for funding the higher education sector in 
the future. 

It is open to higher education institutions that operate on a ‘for profit’ basis to use their own 
resources to provide financial supports to any of their students that they consider to be in par-
ticular need.

18/10/2016WRK03800School Costs

18/10/2016WRK03900223. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider issu-
ing a circular to schools with an agreed wording to be used when writing to parents highlighting 
the opportunity they have to make a voluntary contribution to assist with the running costs of 
the school; if he will outlaw the current arrangement which has schools sending bills and late 
payment reminders to parents seeking money from them; if he will ensure the capitation grant 
is restored without delay to ensure schools are sufficiently funded by his Department to cover 
the cost of all necessary expenditure to run the school; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30240/16]

18/10/2016WRK04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I strongly support any 
measures that can be put in place to reduce costs for parents. 

All schools must be sensitive to the financial pressures on parents in making decisions, not 
just about school uniforms or books, but about any matter that has cost implications for parents. 

The Action Plan for Education outlines hundreds of actions to be implemented over the 3 
year period 2016 to 2019.  Some of the actions as part of the plan are to strengthen the focus on 
reducing school costs for parents by:

- Restoring capitation funding over a three-year period as resources permit

- Increasing the financial support for book rental schemes, in order to reduce or eliminate 
school book costs for parents

- Issuing a new circular to school authorities and ETBs regarding school uniform policy 
and other costs and the need to put a greater emphasis on reducing the cost of school uniforms 
and other costs.

Budget 2017 represents the start of a major programme of reinvestment in education, and 
the first phase of implementation of the Action Plan for Education, aimed at becoming the best 
education system in Europe within a decade. 

It was not possible to provide additional funding in Budget 2017 in relation to this element 
of the Action Plan due to the many competing demands for the available funding.  However, 
this commitment remains a priority for me to address as soon as possible during the lifetime of 
the Action Plan.  

I also intend to introduce a stronger complaints procedure and a charter for parents.  It is 
important that schools should consult parents on matters relating to their children’s education, 
including those matters which have cost implications, and schools should be responsive to the 
views and concerns of parents.  In that regard requiring schools to have a parent charter will 
ensure that schools will interact better with parent associations and with individual parents.

I plan to make an announcement shortly on draft legislation that will replace Section 28 of 
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the Education Act, 1998 and require every school to publish and operate a Parent and Student 
Charter in accordance with national guidelines.  These guidelines will be published after con-
sultation with the education partners. 

I believe that these actions will significantly strengthen the focus on reducing school costs 
for parents.

18/10/2016WRK04100School Management

18/10/2016WRK04200224. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding a school (details supplied) in County Kerry; if its future will be safeguarded; the actions 
his Department is taking to resolve difficult issues affecting the school; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30242/16]

18/10/2016WRK04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department is continuing to engage with the Patron of the school to which he refers in 
relation to the various matters involved.

Question No. 225 answered with Question No. 217.

18/10/2016WRK04500School Costs

18/10/2016WRK04600226. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills when 
plans to restore the capitation grant to schools, as set out in the Action Plan for Education 2016-
2019, will be realised; if the restoration will include a prohibition on the practice of schools 
seeking so-called voluntary contributions from parents; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30308/16]

18/10/2016WRK04700231. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills when plans to restore 
the capitation grant to schools, as set out in the Action Plan for Education 2016-2019, will be 
realised; and if the restoration will include a prohibition on the practice of schools seeking so-
called voluntary contributions from parents (details supplied). [30337/16]

18/10/2016WRK04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 226 and 231 together.

I do recognise the need to improve capitation funding for primary and post-primary schools 
having regard to the reductions that were necessary over recent years.  Budget 2017 represents 
the start of a major programme of reinvestment in education, and the first phase of implementa-
tion of the Action Plan for Education, aimed at becoming the best education system in Europe 
within a decade.

The Action Plan outlines hundreds of actions to be implemented over the 3 year period 2016 
to 2019.  One of the actions as part of the plan is to strengthen the focus on reducing school 
costs for parents.  The plan also integrates with the commitment in the Programme for a Part-
nership Government to increase capitation funding and to set out capitation rates to schools on 
a rolling 3-year basis, allowing for forward planning by schools.  

It was not possible to provide additional funding in Budget 2017 in relation to this element 
of the Action Plan due to the many competing demands for the available funding.  However, 
this commitment remains a priority for me to address as soon as possible during the lifetime of 
the Action Plan. 
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My Department’s position in relation to voluntary contributions is that they are permissible 
provided it is made absolutely clear to parents that there is no question of compulsion to pay.  I 
have no plans to alter this position so long as schools ensure that the contributions are sought in 
a manner that makes this clear to all concerned.  

Separately, the Deputy will be aware that the Education (Admission to Schools) Bill, which 
was published on 6th July 2016, contains a provision prohibiting the charging of fees or seeking 
payment or contributions for an application for admission to a school or for the enrolment or 
continued enrolment of a student in a school.

I also intend to introduce a stronger complaints procedure and a charter for parents.  It is 
important that schools should consult parents on matters relating to their children’s education, 
including those matters which have cost implications, and schools should be responsive to the 
views and concerns of parents.  In that regard requiring schools to have a parent charter will 
ensure that schools will interact better with parent associations and with individual parents.

I plan to make an announcement shortly on draft legislation that will replace Section 28 of 
the Education Act, 1998 and require every school to publish and operate a Parent and Student 
Charter in accordance with national guidelines.  These guidelines will be published after con-
sultation with the education partners.

18/10/2016WRK04900Special Educational Needs Service Provision

18/10/2016WRK05000227. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which children with special needs have been successful in obtaining primary and second level 
school places throughout north Kildare in the current year, in both mainstream and special 
schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30318/16]

18/10/2016WRK05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
that this Government is committed to ensuring that all children with Special Educational Needs, 
including those with autism, can have access to an education appropriate to their needs, prefer-
ably in school settings through the primary and post primary school network.

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum. 

In respect of children with ASD who cannot be accommodated in mainstream education, 
they may be enrolled in special classes or special schools where more intensive and supportive 
interventions are provided.  Special classes are for students who have a recommendation for a 
special class placement in their professional reports.

The Deputy will be aware that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is re-
sponsible, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), for 
allocating resource teachers and special needs assistants to schools to support students with 
Special Educational Needs, including Autism.  It is also the role of the NCSE to make appropri-
ate arrangements to establish special classes in schools in communities where the need for such 
classes has been identified.

Special classes within mainstream schools are intended for children who, by virtue of their 
level of Special Educational Needs, cannot reasonably be educated in a mainstream class set-
ting, but who can still attend their local school in a special class with a lower pupil–teacher ratio 
of 6:1 at primary level and 6:1.5 at post primary level, and also have Special Needs Assistant 
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support normally amounting to 2 SNAs for a class of 6 children. 

Progress in developing this network has been significant and in addition to the special school 
placements there are currently 1,153 special classes throughout the country at primary and post 
primary level of which 889 are for children with Autism.

There are 4 special schools and 66 special classes attached to mainstream schools in County 
Kildare for 2016/17 school year (up from 64 in 15/16): 59 classes are for students with ASD, in-
cluding 6 Early Intervention Classes for children who are not yet school going age, 41 primary 
school classes and 12 at post primary level in mainstream schools.  2 of these classes are new 
classes due to open in September 2016, 1 at primary level and 1 at post primary level. 

In addition there will be 1 class for students with mild General Learning Disability, 4 classes 
for students with a moderate General Learning Disability and 2 classes for students with a se-
vere/profound General Learning 

The NCSE, in consultation with the relevant education partners, must take into account 
the present and future potential need, location and sustainability in looking to establish special 
classes in certain areas.  In this regard the NCSE has advised that they are continuing to engage 
with schools in the area referred to by the Deputy in opening special classes to where there is 
an identified need for special class provision.

The NCSE recently launched guidelines for Boards of Management and Principals of Pri-
mary and Post Primary schools which provide information on setting up and organising special 
classes.  These guidelines are available to download from www.ncse.ie.

Details of all special classes for children with special educational needs, including those in 
County Kildare, are available on www.ncse.ie in county order, and with new classes identified.

As details relating specifically to North Kildare are not readily available in my Department, 
I have arranged for the Deputy’s question to be forwarded to the National Council for Special 
Education for their attention and direct reply.

18/10/2016WRK05200Preschool Services

18/10/2016WRK05300228. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the avail-
ability of preschool places for children with special needs throughout north Kildare; the extent 
to which augmentation is expected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30320/16]

18/10/2016WRK05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department does not 
provide funding to pre-school services other than in early intervention classes in recognised 
primary schools or special schools.

Supports for childcare, including pre-school education, are provided by the Department of 
Children and Youth Affairs.  The principal vehicle for the delivery of pre-school education is 
the free Pre-School Year in Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme which 
was introduced in January 2010 and provides for early learning in a formal setting to children 
in the year before they commence primary school. 

Children with disabilities will now have better access to pre-school services under a new 
Access and Inclusion Model (AIM) programme of supports, which was announced, on 15th 
June 2016, by the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs. 

AIM is a child-centred model, involving seven levels of progressive support, moving from 
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the universal to the targeted, depending on the needs of the child and the pre-school. 

The supports include:

- A new Inclusion Charter for the Early Years sector, alongside updated and strengthened 
Diversity, Equality and Inclusion Guidelines for Early Childhood Care and Education. 

- In relation to the qualifications of early years practitioners, a new higher education pro-
gramme for early years practitioners (LINC) which will commence from September 2016. 

- A new national specialist service which is based in the Better Start National Early Years 
Quality Development Service will provide expert advice, mentoring and support to pre-school 
providers from a team of 50 specialists in early years care and education for children with dis-
abilities.

- A new national scheme will provide specialised equipment, appliances and minor altera-
tions which are necessary to support a child’s participation in the ECCE programme. 

- A new national scheme will also provide additional capitation to pre-school providers 
where this is critical to fund extra support in the classroom and enable a child’s participation in 
pre-school.  It is estimated that only 1 to 1.5% of children in pre-school will require, and there-
fore be eligible for, this scheme of additional capitation. 

Details of the supports which will be available under AIM can be found at www.preschoo-
laccess.ie which contains comprehensive information on the access and inclusion model and on 
how to apply for the new schemes and supports. 

Questions relating to provision of such services in pre-school settings should be addressed 
to my colleague, the Minister for Children & Youth Affairs.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network of 
local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), for allocating resource teachers and spe-
cial needs assistants to schools to support students with Special Educational Needs, including 
Autism. 

It is also the role of the NCSE to make appropriate arrangements to establish special classes 
in schools in communities where the need for such classes has been identified.

Children who are diagnosed with Autism may be enrolled in an Early Intervention class at-
tached to a mainstream school from the age of three.  Early Intervention classes are supported 
with a pupil–teacher ratio of 6:1 at primary level and also have Special Needs Assistant support 
normally amounting to 2 SNAs for a class of 6 children.  

Currently there are 6 Early Intervention Classes for children who are not yet school going 
age in County Kildare. 

The NCSE has advised that they are continuing to engage with schools in the area referred 
to by the Deputy where there is an identified need for special class provision.

Questions Nos. 229 and 230 answered with Question No. 211.

Question No. 231 answered with Question No. 226.

18/10/2016WRK05700Child Care Services Provision
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18/10/2016WRK05800232. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
the case of a person (details supplied) who requires child care assistance while studying; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [30361/16]

18/10/2016WRK05900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The Childcare Education and Training Scheme (CETS) is not available to learners in PLC pro-
vision.

CETS, which is administered by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs, is available 
to support long term unemployed learners engaging on Youthreach, VTOS and ETB Training 
provision.

18/10/2016WRK06000Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools Scheme

18/10/2016WRK06100233. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the schools 
in the Dublin 8, 10 and 12 areas which are not recognised as DEIS schools; if they had applied 
in the past; and, if so, the reason they were refused the status and additional resources to address 
the social exclusion identified in those areas. [30362/16]

18/10/2016WRK06200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the list of schools that have DEIS status is available on my Department’s website at the 
following link:

www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Opportuni-
ty-in-Schools-/.

There are 40 Primary schools in the Dublin 8, 10 and 12 areas, 29 of which have DEIS Sta-
tus.  7 were surveyed at the time DEIS was introduced in 2005 and were judged not to have met 
the eligibility criteria for inclusion in DEIS.  4 Primary Schools have opened in the area in 
question since 2005. 

There are 22 Post Primary schools in the Dublin 8, 10 and 12 areas, 13 of which have DEIS 
status.  4 were examined at the time DEIS was introduced in 2005 and were judged not to have 
met the eligibility criteria for inclusion in DEIS. 5 are classified as colleges of further education. 

As the Deputy may be aware, a review of the DEIS programme is currently underway 
and, as I have recently announced, a New Action Plan Educational Inclusion will be published 
before the end of this year.  The review is looking at all aspects of DEIS, including the range 
and impact of different elements of the School Support Programme, particularly the scope for 
increased integration of services provided by other Departments and Agencies, in order to im-
prove effectiveness.  

Among the measures to be included in the plan are a series of pilot schemes aimed at intro-
ducing measures which have been shown to work well in improving results for disadvantaged 
children and students.  The plan is expected to include targeted measures in the areas of:

- Supporting school leadership.

- Developing Networks and clusters for DEIS teachers and schools.

- Supporting new teaching methodologies.  There is evidence that, for example, changing 
the way literacy is taught to children who struggle can achieve major improvements in results 

- Exploring ways in which the work of schools can be better integrated with other state sup-
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ports within the community

The results of pilot programmes will be carefully monitored before any decisions around 
mainstreaming are considered.

Also under consideration is the development of a new assessment framework using central-
ly held CSO and DES data for the identification of schools for inclusion in a new programme to 
tackle educational disadvantage.  The number of schools to be included in the programme will 
be determined by this proposed new identification process which will assess all schools in the 
country, including those not currently participating in DEIS. It will not be necessary for schools 
to make an application.

Implementation of actions arising from the Plan for Educational Inclusion will begin in 
the 2017/18 school year, and will be a continuing theme in our wider Annual Action Plan for 
Education. 

18/10/2016WRK06300Schools Healthy Living Strategies

18/10/2016WRK06400234. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
consider supporting a national roll-out to second level schools to teach children about healthy 
eating and cooking; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30366/16]

18/10/2016WRK06500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department welcomes 
and values the engagement of providers in supporting all aspects of curriculum delivery, in par-
ticular in the important area of healthy lifestyles for young people.  Much is being done already 
in this area by my Department both in terms of the curriculum delivery and in resourcing.  My 
Department issued guidance to post primary schools in September 2015 on promoting healthy 
lifestyles, which includes healthy eating policies. Similar guidance was provided to primary 
schools in February 2016.

The issue of promoting healthy eating is addressed in schools through subjects such as 
Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE), and Home Economics as well as in Physical 
Education.  With such skills and knowledge, it is hoped that our young people will make appro-
priate choices so that this informed approach will help to reduce the incidence of obesity in our 
young people.  The SPHE syllabus at both primary and post-primary levels contains modules 
which educate students on the elements of a balanced diet and the importance of healthy eating 
for physical and mental well-being.

Schools and the wider education sector have a vital role to play in contributing to the Gov-
ernment’s ‘Healthy Ireland’ agenda set out in the Framework for Improved Health and Wellbe-
ing 2013-2025.  Healthy Ireland was published by the Department of Health in 2013, and is one 
of the most ambitious programmes we have ever seen focused on improving the health of the 
nation.

Teachers are supported through quality continuous professional development provided by 
my Department in order that they can equip students with the key skills and knowledge to en-
able them to make healthier life choices.  Schools’ efforts should be complemented by students’ 
families and their community.  My Department is not in a position to support a national roll out 
of the initiative referred to by the Deputy.  However, schools have the discretion to supplement 
the Department provided supports with other external resources as they wish.

18/10/2016WRL00150Third Level Facilities
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18/10/2016WRL00200235. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will make fund-
ing available to Mary Immaculate College in Limerick for the purpose of developing library 
facilities as the building currently accommodates 210 study places for over 3,400 students at-
tending the college; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30369/16]

18/10/2016WRL00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Department of Edu-
cation and Skills has been made aware of the challenges faced by the third level institution in 
question with respect to its current library facilities. 

There are many competing demands on the limited capital budget for higher education 
and the library development proposal will be considered within the context of competing de-
mands.  I am not in a position to commit to a funding allocation at this point.

18/10/2016WRL00350Garda Vetting Legislation

18/10/2016WRL00400236. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps taken by his 
department to ensure that Garda vetting is undertaken in an efficient manner; if his Department 
has plans to review the Garda vetting requirements particularly to allow individuals to apply 
rather than schools or institutions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30373/16]

18/10/2016WRL00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In April 2016, the Minister 
for Justice and Equality commenced the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable 
Persons) Acts 2012 to 2016 (the Vetting Act) which put in place  statutory requirements for the 
Garda vetting of persons involved in working with children and vulnerable adults.  

The Vetting Act applies not just to schools but to any relevant organisation that employs, 
contracts, permits or places a person in relevant work with children or vulnerable persons.   The 
Vetting Act does not provide for individuals to apply to the National Vetting Bureau for vetting 
but provides that vetting is conducted by the Bureau on foot of an application by a relevant or-
ganisation that is registered with it.  The vetting legislation and the vetting procedures operated 
by the National Vetting Bureau fall within the remit of the Minister for Justice and Equality.   

In relation to schools, my Department engaged in extensive preparation work in anticipa-
tion of the commencement of the statutory vetting requirements for the schools sector.  In that 
regard, my Department published a circular in April 2015 which outlined the advance prepara-
tions and actions to be taken by all school authorities and registered teachers so as to facilitate, 
as far as possible, a smooth transition to the statutory vetting requirements once they became 
operational.   

In addition, my Department brought forward legislation which amended the Teaching Coun-
cil Act to provide, inter alia, for a statutory basis for the Teaching Council’s role in the statutory 
vetting of registered teachers and to enable the Teaching Council to put in place a streamlined 
mechanism for school employers to meet the requirements of the Vetting Act in respect of reg-
istered teachers.

When the vetting requirements were commenced last April, my Department also issued 
circular 0031/2016 which set out the statutory vetting requirements applicable to schools along 
with the practical arrangements in place to support the vetting procedures.  A Frequently Asked 
Questions document was also published by my Department to assist schools with queries in 
respect of the circular.

18/10/2016WRL00550Special Educational Needs Data
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18/10/2016WRL00600237. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of spe-
cial educational needs organisers by county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30383/16]

18/10/2016WRL00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network of Special Needs Organisers 
(SENOs), for fulfilling the functions of the Council within a designated area in relation to the 
identification of and 

delivery and co-ordination of education services to children with disabilities.

The Council employs SENOs to provide a nationwide system of local services. Locally 
based SENOs consult widely with parents/guardians, teachers, health care professionals, school 
authorities, HSE and other relevant government agencies. 

There are currently 80 employees in the SENO grades in the NCSE.  These include 1 Senior 
SENO Manager, 9 Senior SENOs and 70 SENOs. 

Since 2014, the number of SENO posts have increased from 67 to 70 while the NCSE’s 
SENO management structure was strengthened in 2014, with the creation of a new professional 
post of Senior SENO Manager to directly manage the SENO grades. 

The information requested by the Deputy in relation to the number of SENOs by county, is 
available on the National Council for Special Education’s website at ncse.ie.

18/10/2016WRL00750Sports Facilities Provision

18/10/2016WRL00800238. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills 
the funding options available for schools who wish to build a sports facilities such as all-weath-
er and astro turf pitches or sports halls on their school grounds; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30389/16]

18/10/2016WRL00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department’s focus in recent years has been on prioritising the funding available for the 
provision of essential classroom accommodation to meet demographic need.

As the Deputy will be aware, due to the competing demands on my Department’s capital 
budget imposed by the need to prioritise the available funding in this manner, it is not possible 
at this point to provide an indicative timeframe for the provision of funding for sports facilities 
generally.

18/10/2016WRL00950School Costs

18/10/2016WRL01000239. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the action he 
will take to address the disparity in school costs which exist from school to school throughout 
the country and which are being demanded of families; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30407/16]

18/10/2016WRL01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I strongly support any 
measures that can be put in place to reduce costs for parents.  

All schools must be sensitive to the financial pressures on parents in making decisions, not 
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just about school uniforms or books, but about any matter that has cost implications for parents. 

The Action Plan for Education outlines hundreds of actions to be implemented over the 3 
year period 2016 to 2019.  Some of the actions as part of the plan are to strengthen the focus on 
reducing school costs for parents by:

-  Restoring capitation funding over a three-year period as resources permit

-  Increasing the financial support for book rental schemes, in order to reduce or eliminate 
school book costs for parents

-  Issuing a new circular to school authorities and ETBs regarding school uniform policy 
and other costs and the need to put a greater emphasis on reducing the cost of school uniforms 
and other costs.

Budget 2017 represents the start of a major programme of reinvestment in education, and 
the first phase of implementation of the Action Plan for Education, aimed at becoming the best 
education system in Europe within a decade. 

It was not possible to provide additional funding in Budget 2017 in relation to this element 
of the Action Plan due to the many competing demands for the available funding.  However, 
this commitment remains a priority for me to address as soon as possible during the lifetime of 
the Action Plan.  It is important to note that the total allocation to this Department for additional 
policy measures, after demographics and Industrial Relations commitments, was €130 million 
and of which all our commitments in higher and further education and primary and secondary 
schools had to be funded.

I also intend to introduce a stronger complaints procedure and a charter for parents.  It is 
important that schools should consult parents on matters relating to their children’s education, 
including those matters which have cost implications, and schools should be responsive to the 
views and concerns of parents.  In that regard requiring schools to have a parent charter will 
ensure that schools will interact better with parent associations and with individual parents.

I will shortly seek Government approval for the Heads of a Bill to provide for replacing Sec-
tion 28 of the Education Act, 1998 and the drafting of principles which will form the framework 
of a Parents’ and Learners’ Charter in every school. 

I believe that these actions will significantly strengthen the focus on reducing school costs 
for parents.

18/10/2016WRL01150School Transport Review

18/10/2016WRL01200240. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
review of the school transport scheme; and if he will consider increasing funding to the scheme 
in line with the recommendation by a charity (details supplied) of €5 million resulting in an 
abolition of fees for parents. [30433/16]

18/10/2016WRL01300255. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the re-
view of the school transport scheme; and if his Department will consider increasing funding to 
the scheme in line with the recommendation of a charity (details supplied) of €5 million result-
ing in an abolition of fees for parents. [30586/16]

18/10/2016WRL01400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
I propose take Questions Nos. 240 and 255 together.
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As committed to in the Programme for Government, a review of the concessionary charges 
and rules element of the School Transport Scheme has been undertaken. 

School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.

During the 2015/16 school year in the region of 114,000 children, including some 10,000 
children with special educational needs, were transported in approximately 4,000 vehicles on a 
daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 mil-
lion kilometres annually.

Children are generally eligible for school transport where they meet the distance criteria and 
are attending their nearest school.

The annual charges for school transport are €100 per child attending a primary school and 
€350 per child attending a post primary school.  The annual family maximum for primary chil-
dren is €220 while the overall family maximum is €650 per annum.

These charges, which may be paid in two instalments in July and December, are a contribu-
tion towards the overall cost and do not reflect the true cost of providing school transport ser-
vices.  Research carried out in the context of the Value for Money Review of the School Trans-
port Scheme showed that the annual unit cost per pupil for the provision of school transport was 
some €1,000, €950 and €7,000 for primary, post primary and  children with special educational 
needs (excluding escorts) respectively.

Children who are eligible for school transport and who hold valid medical cards (GMS 
Scheme) are exempt from paying the annual charge; children who are eligible for school trans-
port under the terms of my Department’s School Transport Scheme for Children with Special 
Educational Needs are also exempt from paying the annual charge.

Given that the annual cost of school transport provision is some €175m it is not proposed to 
change the current charges. 

18/10/2016WRL01450Schools Building Projects Status

18/10/2016WRL01500241. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills when approval to 
go to tender will be given for a school project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30452/16]

18/10/2016WRL01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton):  The project referred to by 
the Deputy has recently been approved to proceed to Stage 3 which involves the tender com-
petition for appointment of the building contractor. The school and its design team have been 
informed.

18/10/2016WRL01650Schools Building Projects Status

18/10/2016WRL01700242. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing a school project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30453/16]

18/10/2016WRL01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy will be 
aware, a project for the school referred is included in my Department’s 6 Year Capital Pro-
gramme.
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Officials from my Department recently advised the school’s Board of Management and the 
Patron’s representative that following a technical examination of an alternative site being made 
available by the School Patron, it has been decided that a new school building will be provided 
for the school referred to by the Deputy on that site.  A Schedule of Accommodation and a 
project brief is currently being finalised.  My Department will continue to liaise with the school 
authorities in relation to the progression of this project. 

18/10/2016WRL01850Schools Building Projects Status

18/10/2016WRL01900243. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a school 
building project will be approved (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [30455/16]

18/10/2016WRL02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that my Department approved grant for the construction of a mainstream classroom at the 
school in question to accommodate a new teacher appointment in September 2016.  The school 
applied for two mainstream classrooms, one to accommodate the new teacher appointment and 
the other to replace a prefab that is currently being used for mainstream teaching purposes. 

The prefab was purchased by the school in 2012 with a grant of €100k provided by my 
Department.  At that time, the school was given the option to build a permanent classroom or 
purchase a prefab and opted to purchase the prefab.  As the prefab is less than 4 years old, my 
Department cannot justify replacing it.  When the new classroom is constructed, the school will 
have sufficient accommodation for its mainstream classroom needs.

18/10/2016WRL02050School Accommodation

18/10/2016WRL02100244. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if additional 
funding can be facilitated for required accommodation at a school (details supplied) with par-
ticular reference to the growing demographics of the area; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30458/16]

18/10/2016WRL02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the patron of the school in question has confirmed that the school has sufficient accom-
modation to cater for its needs.  The question of additional accommodation therefore does not 
arise. 

An analysis of the area in question shows that the existing school providers can cater for the 
level of demand in the area.  The Forward Planning Section of my Department will continue 
to monitor demographic data for all areas of the country to ensure emerging needs are met in a 
timely manner.

18/10/2016WRL02250Schools Building Projects Status

18/10/2016WRL02300245. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if approval can 
be given for a school project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30460/16]

18/10/2016WRL02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that a major 
capital project for the school referred to by the Deputy is included in the 6 year Building Pro-
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gramme (2019/2021) announced last November. My Department will be in contact with the 
school in due course in the context of progressing the project.

18/10/2016WRL02450Education and Training Boards Funding

18/10/2016WRL02500246. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount 
of funding training boards have been given to build new kitchen facilities in 2014, 2015 and to 
date in 2016; the amount allocated for 2017; the locations of each of these kitchen and or culi-
nary facilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30479/16]

18/10/2016WRL02600247. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the culinary 
curriculum for the education and training boards sector is being set by education and training 
board Ireland or each individual education and training board; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30484/16]

18/10/2016WRL02700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 246 and 247 together.

SOLAS has informed me that it has not allocated any capital funding for new kitchen train-
ing facilities in the years 2014, 2015 and 2016.  The capital allocation for FET in 2017 has not 
been finalised at this point.  

Education and Training Boards (ETB) have a statutory responsibility to have their pro-
grammes validated by the external quality assurance body Quality and Qualifications Ireland.  
ETBs are therefore responsible for developing curricula for their programmes.  This process  is 
undertaken collaboratively with other ETBs. 

Apprenticeships are designed to be delivered on a national basis, with only a single ap-
prenticeship in place for each occupation.  The development of the curriculum for the new 
Commis Chef Apprenticeship Programme is being led by Cork Education and Training Board 
with industry partners.  The occupational profile for this apprenticeship was approved by the 
Apprenticeship Council and the programme will be available for delivery across the ETBs.

Earlier this year, the Hospitality Skills Oversight Group was established to oversee the im-
plementation of the  recommendations of the 2015 report of the Expert Group on Future Skills 
Needs in relation to the hospitality sector.

The Group has met several times since it was established and a number of key actions are 
being progressed including an audit of courses and culinary facilities within both the Further 
and Higher education sectors with a view to obtaining a complete overview of existing courses 
and facilities, so as to identify gaps in provision and to encourage collaboration and sharing of 
facilities where possible.

18/10/2016WRL02750Residential Institutions

18/10/2016WRL02800248. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason there has 
been a delay in the publication of Caranua annual report for 2015 and the appeals officers report 
for 2015; and when they are likely to be published. [30485/16]

18/10/2016WRL02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be pleased 
to hear that the reports in question were recently laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas.  No-
tices to this effect appeared in the Order Paper of Dáil Éireann of 28 September 2016.
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Question No. 249 answered with Question No. 217.

18/10/2016WRL03050Emergency Works Scheme Eligibility

18/10/2016WRL03100250. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there are grants or 
funding available to a school (details supplied) in County Cork to cover emergency repair 
works needing to be carried out as a matter of priority, noting that the school has already ap-
plied for emergency works funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30543/16]

18/10/2016WRL03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school referred to by 
the Deputy applied for funding under my Department’s Emergency Works Scheme (EWS) to 
tarmac their school carpark and access road to the special needs unit.

As the scope of works is outside the terms and conditions of the scheme, the application 
cannot be considered.  The purpose of the Emergency Works Scheme is solely for unforeseen 
emergencies, and if not corrected would prevent the school from opening. 

The correct mechanism for applying for funding for works of this nature is my Department’s 
Summer Works Scheme.

  Question No. 251 answered with Question No. 217.

18/10/2016WRL03450Special Educational Needs Service Provision

18/10/2016WRL03500252. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the on-
going review of July provision for children with cerebral palsy; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30564/16]

18/10/2016WRL03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Programme for a Part-
nership Government, published in May 2016, includes a commitment to examine the adequacy 
of current special education access and funding provision.

In addition the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) Policy Advice on Educa-
tional Provision for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders was published on 15 July 2016. 

In developing this policy advice, the NCSE reviewed the Department’s July Provision 
scheme.  The NCSE consulted widely with parents, professionals and other stakeholders and 
interested parties while also conducting research. The Policy advice is available on the NCSEs 
website www.ncse.ie. 

An implementation group has now been established to review the recommendations of this 
policy advice.  Recommendations which relate to the July Provision Scheme will be fully con-
sidered by this group which will prepare an implementation plan for the Ministers consider-
ation.

18/10/2016WRL03650Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

18/10/2016WRL03700253. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of re-
cipients of support from Caranua which were wrongly told in July 2015 that their claims were 
complete; and the number which have since been instructed that this was an error. [30566/16]
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18/10/2016WRL03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Caranua is an independent 
statutory body and I have no role in relation to its day to day operations.  I have therefore ar-
ranged to have the Deputy’s question forwarded to Caranua and requested it to examine the 
issues raised and to reply to her as soon as possible.

18/10/2016WRL03850School Accommodation Provision

18/10/2016WRL03900254. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application for additional school accommodation at a school (details supplied) when he envis-
ages progress will be made in the provision of same;; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30585/16]

18/10/2016WRL04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department is currently considering an application for additional accommodation from 
the school to which he refers.  My Department will be in contact shortly with the school in rela-
tion to its application.

  Question No. 255 answered with Question No. 240.

18/10/2016WRL04250Schools Building Projects Status

18/10/2016WRL04300256. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will take 
steps to ensure funding is provided for the construction of a new school (details supplied) which 
has progressed through all the relevant stages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30589/16]

18/10/2016WRL04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The project referred to by 
the Deputy has recently been approved to proceed to Stage 3 which involves the tender com-
petition for appointment of the building contractor.  The school and its design team have been 
informed.

18/10/2016WRL04450Departmental Funding

18/10/2016WRL04500257. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the exact 
funding increase provided by budget 2017 for his Department in 2017, minus provision re-
quired for demographics and the Lansdowne Road agreement, compared to the Estimate pro-
vided in budget 2016, the summer economic statement and the expected out-turn for 2016 in 
tabular form. [30601/16]

18/10/2016WRL04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): An additional €458 mil-
lion will be made available to my Department in 2017 compared to the allocation provided in 
the 2016 Revised Estimates Volume.  The following table provides a detailed breakdown of the 
2017 Budget Allocation setting out the adjustments to the overall allocation for my Department 
since the announcement of Budget 2016, including school demographics and Lansdowne Road 
Agreement.

VOTE   26: EDUCATION and SKILLS Gross  Expenditure(Total 
allocations include €362m in respect of National Training Fund 
Expenditure) 

Current €m Capital €m Total    €m

TOTAL ALLOCATION AS PER  BUDGET 2016 8,524 545 9,069



Questions - Written Answers

266

VOTE   26: EDUCATION and SKILLS Gross  Expenditure(Total 
allocations include €362m in respect of National Training Fund 
Expenditure) 

Current €m Capital €m Total    €m

2016 Revised Estimates Volume:
Additional provided for Technological Universities 2 2
Student Support improvements 2 2
Reclassification of Public Private Partnership   (PPP) Expenditure as 
Capital

-50 50 0

Inter-Vote Transfer to D/Children & Youth Affairs in respect of Re-
sidual Youth Services Funding

-1 0 -1

TOTAL ALLOCATION AS PER  2016 REVISED ESTIMATES 
VOLUME

8,477 595 9,072

2016 Mid Year Expenditure Review:
School Demographics 51 51
Full year cost of additional 600 Resource Teachers from September 
2016

22 22

Full year cost of Budget 2016 Staff Schedule improvements 30 30
Multi-Annual Capital Programme increase 55 55
TOTAL ALLOCATION AS PER 2016 MID-YEAR EXPENDITURE 
REVIEW 

8,580 650 9,230

Budget 2017:
Budget Measures 2017 130 40 170
Lansdowne Road Agreement 130 130
TOTAL ALLOCATION AS PER BUDGET 2017 ALLOCATION 8,840 690 9,530

With respect to expected outturn, net overall Education expenditure at the end of September 
was €5.98bn, which was €18m (0.3%) behind the profiled position prepared for end-September 
which was prepared at the beginning of the year.

As outlined in my appearance of 29 September before the Joint Committee on Education & 
Skills to discuss my Department’s Mid-Year Expenditure Review, my Department’s 2016 Allo-
cation is coming under pressure as a result of additional superannuation payments.  The full ex-
tent of any overrun in this area will become clearer when the end-October Expenditure figures 
are known.  At that stage, the full impact of the demographic increase and the staffing schedule 
improvements announced in Budget 2016 on Education expenditure should become known.

In addition, in accordance with the terms of the Stability and Growth Pact, the then-Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform sanctioned an additional €100m in Capital Expenditure ear-
lier this year bringing the total Capital allocation for my Department in 2016 to €695m.

18/10/2016WRL04650School Patronage

18/10/2016WRL04700258. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will report 
on his meeting with the Irish Episcopal Conference on 22 July 2016; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30607/16]

18/10/2016WRL04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Programme for a Part-
nership Government reflects the Government’s objective of strengthening parental choice and 
further expanding diversity in our school system.  The desire of parents for diversity in educa-
tion is primarily being pursued by increasing the number of non-denominational and multi-
denominational schools with a view to reaching 400 by 2030.  In addition to the phased transfer 
of Catholic schools to new patrons already under way, this requires considering new ideas and 
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new approaches to substantially accelerate the changes in school provision in order to achieve 
greater diversity.  By developing new approaches I am convinced that we can significantly 
increase the number of non-denominational and multi-denominational schools.  In this regard, 
after taking office and in the context of developing my Action Plan for Education 2016-2019, I 
held meetings with a broad range of stakeholders, including patron and management bodies, as 
did my officials, to discuss how best this can be achieved.

In this context, I met with a number of representatives of the Catholic Church, including 
representatives of the Irish Episcopal Conference, on 22 July last to discuss primary school re-
configuration and to outline that for the areas where there is currently no diversity of provision, 
I am working on advancing options to provide a great choice of patronage for parents in these 
areas.  The Church representatives stated their desire to work with my Department to provide a 
greater choice for parents.  The meeting was a useful one and I am continuing to progress op-
tions for reconfiguration as a priority.  I aim to be in a position to announce the new approaches 
within the timeframe indicated in the Action Plan for Education.

18/10/2016WRL04850Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

18/10/2016WRL04900259. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that a person (details supplied) submitted a formal application and sup-
porting documentation for grant aid to SUSI; if his attention has further been drawn to the fact 
that SUSI has requested the person to provide evidence of independent residence; if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that the person did actually provide evidence to show that he or 
she has been in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance since September 2015, while he or she resided 
at a location; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30608/16]

18/10/2016WRL05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As part of a comprehensive 
customer service and communications strategy provided by Student Universal Support Ireland 
(SUSI), to ensure that all necessary avenues are open to applicants to receive the information 
they need, a dedicated email and phone line service is provided by SUSI for Oireachtas mem-
bers.  This was established to meet an identified need for applicants who choose to engage the 
assistance of their public representatives in making enquiries about their grant applications.

This service complements the established channels provided by SUSI which include online 
application tracking, a dedicated website, a telephone helpdesk, email and social media, includ-
ing Facebook and Twitter.

Enquiries may be emailed direct to SUSI at oireachtas@susi.ie. Staff in SUSI are respond-
ing to email queries within a matter of days.

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant or 
that the rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to 
SUSI.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and re-
mains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an ap-
peal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student 
Grants Appeals Board within the required timeframe.

  Question No. 260 answered with Question No. 217.

18/10/2016WRM00300Pupil-Teacher Ratio
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18/10/2016WRM00400261. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way he will ad-
dress the pupil-teacher ratio in schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30708/16]

18/10/2016WRM00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Programme for Gov-
ernment has a commitment to reduce class sizes at primary level over the lifetime of the Gov-
ernment. Budget 2016 provided for a 1 point improvement to the primary staffing schedule 
which was implemented in the current school year.

Budget 2017 sets out the resources available for schools for the 2017/18 school year. This 
Budget represents the start of a major reinvestment in education, and the first phase of imple-
mentation of the Action Plan for Education, aimed at becoming the best education system in 
Europe within a decade. The budget provides for over 2,400 additional teaching posts for our 
primary and post primary schools next year. 

The Pupil Teacher Ratio (PTR) is determined by the overall number of posts and enrolments 
as of the 30th September of the previous year. This cannot be determined until the enrolment 
data from each schools is confirmed.   

There is no change in relation to the staffing schedule of 27:1 that will apply to primary 
schools for the 2017/18 school year. The staffing schedule for post primary will be adjusted to 
19:1 as the allocation for guidance will be provided for separately. The Guidance allocation will 
be the equivalent of 0.4:1 in the staffing schedule i.e. circa 400 posts.

Further details will as usual be communicated to schools in January next as part of the an-
nual teacher allocation process.

18/10/2016WRM00600Departmental Funding

18/10/2016WRM00700262. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
extra funding to the Dyslexia Association of Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30712/16]

18/10/2016WRM00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton):  My Department provides 
annual funding to the Dyslexia Association of Ireland at national level which helps the organi-
sation operate an information service for members and the public as well as assisting in meeting 
the costs associated with the attendance of some children from disadvantaged backgrounds at 
workshops and programmes organised by the association. 

While there are no plans to increase the funding provided by my Department to the Dyslexia 
Association of Ireland, my Department continues to provide a range of resources for pupils with 
Specific Learning Disabilities, of which Dyslexia is one such SLD.

All mainstream schools have been allocated additional teaching resources to cater for chil-
dren with SLD, either under the General Allocation Model at primary school level, or through 
High Incidence and learning support allocations for post primary schools.

Schools have access to psychological assessments through the National Educational Psy-
chological Service (NEPS), or through the Scheme for Commissioning Psychological Assess-
ments (SCPA).

Further resources provided to schools to support pupils with dyslexia include;

Funding for the purchase of specialised equipment such as computers and/or software to as-
sist children with special educational needs, including children with SLDs, where relevant pro-
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fessionals recommend the equipment as being essential for the provision of education.  Schools 
apply to the National Council for Special  Education (NCSE) through their local Special Edu-
cational Needs Organiser (SENO) for such support.

Special arrangements at state exams

Additional training for teachers who support children with dyslexia, through the Special 
Education Support Service (SESS).

An information resource pack on Dyslexia in CD-Rom, DVD and video format, has been 
developed by the Department in association with the Department of Education in Northern 
Ireland.

This product has been made available to all primary and post-primary schools.  The DVD 
and video provides support for parents of pupils with dyslexia while the CD-Rom assists teach-
ers who are teaching children with dyslexia in the mainstream classroom.

18/10/2016WRM00900Schools Amalgamation

18/10/2016WRM01000263. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
proposed amalgamation of schools (details supplied); when the amalgamation will progress and 
take place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30743/16]

18/10/2016WRM01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that a major building project, to facilitate the amalgamation of the schools referred to, is in-
cluded in my Department’s 6 year Construction Programme and is currently completing early 
architectural planning, Stage 2(a) – the Developed Design Stage. Following a successful com-
pletion of this stage, the project will proceed to Stage 2(b), Detailed Design, which includes the 
application for planning permission and other statutory approvals and the preparation of tender 
documents.  The amalgamation process will be finalised in line with the delivery of the major 
building project.

18/10/2016WRM01200Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools Scheme

18/10/2016WRM01300264. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his atten-
tion has been drawn to an application by a school (details supplied) for DEIS band 1 status; the 
stage this application is at; the supports that he will offer to this school; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30763/16]

18/10/2016WRM01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am aware of the previous 
representations made by, and on behalf of, the school in question.

I understand that the school in question is a DEIS Urban Band 2 school.

As the Deputy may be aware, a process to review DEIS which began last year is nearing 
completion and it is my intention to publish a new Plan for Educational Inclusion before the 
end of this year. 

The review is looking at all aspects of DEIS, including the range and impact of different 
elements of the School Support Programme, the potential for innovation within and between 
schools and its scope for increased integration of services provided by other Departments and 
Agencies, in order to improve effectiveness. 
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Among the measures to be included in the plan are a series of pilot schemes aimed at intro-
ducing measures which have been shown to work well in improving results for disadvantaged 
children and students.  The plan is expected to include targeted measures in the areas of:

-  Supporting school leadership.

 Developing Networks and clusters for DEIS teachers and schools.

-  Supporting new teaching methodologies. There is evidence that, for example, changing 
the way literacy is taught to children who struggle can achieve major improvements in results.

-  Exploring ways in which the work of schools can be better integrated with other state 
supports within the community.

The results of pilot programmes will be carefully monitored before any decisions around 
mainstreaming are considered.

A new assessment framework is being developed using centrally held CSO and DES data 
for the identification of schools for inclusion in a new programme to tackle educational disad-
vantage.  The number of schools to be included in the programme will be determined by this 
proposed new identification process which will assess all schools in the country, including those 
not currently participating in DEIS. It will not be necessary for schools to make an application.

Implementation of actions arising from the Plan for Educational Inclusion will begin in 
the 2017/18 school year, and will be a continuing theme in our wider Annual Action Plan for 
Education.

18/10/2016WRM01500Third Level Facilities

18/10/2016WRM01600265. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will expedite 
funding for a new library building at a college (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30786/16]

18/10/2016WRM01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Department of Edu-
cation and Skills has been made aware of the challenges faced by the third level institution in 
question with respect to its current library facilities. 

There are many competing demands on the limited capital budget for higher education and 
the library development proposal will be considered within the context of competing demands.  
I am not in a position to commit to a funding allocation at this point.

18/10/2016WRM01800Education Funding

18/10/2016WRM01900266. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ensure 
children’s constitutional right to free primary education by providing free school books, class-
room resources and not imposing voluntary contribution fees or charging for the school trans-
port scheme and increase capitation to schools as costed by a charity (details supplied) at €103 
million; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30812/16]

18/10/2016WRM02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am aware of the report 
referred to by the Deputy.

I strongly support any measures that can be put in place to reduce costs for parents.  
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All schools must be sensitive to the financial pressures on parents in making decisions, not 
just about school uniforms or books, but about any matter that has cost implications for parents. 

In relation to school transport I wish to inform the Deputy that children who are eligible for 
school transport pay an annual charge of €100, subject to a maximum of €220 per family; the 
charge can be paid in two instalments in July and December.  These children are exempt from 
paying the annual charge if they hold valid Medical Cards (GMS Scheme).

The Action Plan for Education outlines hundreds of actions to be implemented over the 3 
year period 2016 to 2019.  Some of the actions as part of the plan are to strengthen the focus on 
reducing school costs for parents by:

-  Restoring capitation funding over a three-year period as resources permit

-  Increasing the financial support for book rental schemes, in order to reduce or eliminate 
school book costs for parents

-  Issuing a new circular to school authorities and ETBs regarding school uniform policy 
and other costs and the need to put a greater emphasis on reducing the cost of school uniforms 
and other costs

Budget 2017 represents the start of a major programme of reinvestment in education, and 
the first phase of implementation of the Action Plan for Education, aimed at becoming the best 
education system in Europe within a decade. 

It was not possible to provide additional funding in Budget 2017 in relation to this element 
of the Action Plan due to the many competing demands for the available funding.  However, 
this commitment remains a priority for me to address as soon as possible during the lifetime of 
the Action Plan.  It is important to note that the total allocation to this Department for additional 
policy measures, after demographics and Industrial Relations commitments, was €130 million 
and of which all our commitments in higher and further education and primary and secondary 
schools had to be funded.

My Department’s position in relation to voluntary contributions is that they are permissible 
provided it is made absolutely clear to parents that there is no question of compulsion to pay.  I 
have no plans to alter this position so long as schools ensure that the contributions are sought in 
a manner that makes this clear to all concerned.

Separately, the Deputy will be aware that the Education (Admission to Schools) Bill, which 
was published on 6th July 2016, contains a provision prohibiting the charging of fees or seeking 
payment or contributions for an application for admission to a school or for the enrolment or 
continued enrolment of a student in a school.

I also intend to introduce a stronger complaints procedure and a charter for parents.  It is 
important that schools should consult parents on matters relating to their children’s education, 
including those matters which have cost implications, and schools should be responsive to the 
views and concerns of parents.  In that regard requiring schools to have a parent charter will 
ensure that schools will interact better with parent associations and with individual parents.

I plan to make an announcement shortly on draft legislation that will replace Section 28 of 
the Education Act, 1998 and require every school to publish and operate a Parent and Student 
Charter in accordance with national guidelines. These guidelines will be published after consul-
tation with the education partners. 

I believe that these actions will significantly strengthen the focus on reducing school costs 
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for parents.

18/10/2016WRM02100Pupil-Teacher Ratio

18/10/2016WRM02200267. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the pupil-teacher 
ratios that will apply in 2017 as a result of budget 2017. [30861/16]

18/10/2016WRM02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Programme for Gov-
ernment has a commitment to reduce class sizes at primary level over the lifetime of the Gov-
ernment. Budget 2016 provided for a 1 point improvement to the primary staffing schedule 
which was implemented in the current school year.

Budget 2017 sets out the resources available for schools for the 2017/18 school year. This 
Budget represents the start of a major reinvestment in education, and the first phase of imple-
mentation of the Action Plan for Education, aimed at becoming the best education system in 
Europe within a decade. The budget provides for over 2,400 additional teaching posts for our 
primary and post primary schools next year. 

The Pupil Teacher Ratio (PTR) is determined by the overall number of posts and enrolments 
as of the 30th September of the previous year. This cannot be determined until the enrolment 
data from each schools is confirmed.

There is no change in relation to the staffing schedule of 27:1 that will apply to primary 
schools for the 2017/18 school year. The staffing schedule for post primary will be adjusted to 
19:1 as the allocation for guidance will be provided for separately. The Guidance allocation will 
be the equivalent of 0.4:1 in the staffing schedule i.e. circa 400 posts.

Further details will as usual be communicated to schools in January next as part of the an-
nual teacher allocation process.

18/10/2016WRM02400Training Support Grant

18/10/2016WRM02500268. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
be increasing the rates for young persons aged under 26 years on programmes such as VTOS, 
Youthreach, CTC and Solas training courses and who are currently on €160 per week to €193 
per week, in line with the increase in the back to education allowance announced by the Depart-
ment of Social Protection in the budget for 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30865/16]

18/10/2016WRM02600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The training allowances paid to learners on VTOS, Youthreach, CTC and ETB training courses, 
funded by my Department through SOLAS, are based on Department of Social Protection pay-
ment rates.

These training allowances will be increased in line with the increase in the Department of 
Social Protection Back to Education Allowance announced in Budget 2017.

  Question No. 269 answered with Question No. 217.

18/10/2016WRM02800Schools Building Projects Status
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18/10/2016WRM02900270. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the rebuild of a 
school (details supplied) is to be released to tender; when works on the rebuild of the school will 
commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30874/16]

18/10/2016WRM03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The project referred to by 
the Deputy has recently been approved to proceed to Stage 3 which involves the tender com-
petition for appointment of the building contractor. The school and its design team have been 
informed.

The tender stage for any major project normally takes between four and six months to com-
plete.  The school and its design team have been asked to ensure that tenders are received as 
early as possible.  My Department awaits confirmation from the school and its design team in 
this regard.  It is anticipated that construction will start early in 2017. 

18/10/2016WRM03100Schools Building Projects Status

18/10/2016WRM03200271. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to provide 
funding for a school (details supplied) to upgrade from its current building; if his attention has 
been drawn to the inadequate space available for students in the school and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30878/16]

18/10/2016WRM03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school to which the 
Deputy refers opened in September 2012 in temporary accommodation, pending delivery of the 
school’s permanent school building.

In December 2012, outline planning permission to provide a permanent school building for 
the school was submitted to the relevant local authority but was refused on the grounds of site 
access. This was appealed by my Department to An Bord Pleanála but subsequently withdrawn 
to facilitate submission to the local authority of an amended outline planning permission in 
2013, which was also refused on similar grounds. 

This decision was appealed by my Department to An Bord Pleanála but refused.  However, 
the Board considered that the matter of assessing alternative means of accessing these lands 
would benefit from a co-ordinated approach by my Department and the planning authority in 
the interests of achieving a comprehensive and balanced solution to ongoing access issues on 
this educational campus. 

My Department and the local authority have met to discuss appropriate access routes with 
a view to a further planning application being submitted as soon as possible. My Department 
is also actively in discussion with relevant landowners to advance this process to a satisfactory 
conclusion.

18/10/2016WRM03400Schools Building Projects Data

18/10/2016WRM03500272. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
M4/N4 report which dealt with an assessment of educational infrastructure in the Mullingar 
area; if in this context progress is being made in the provision of a secondary school for Kin-
negad, County Westmeath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30891/16]

18/10/2016WRM03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department’s means of 
analysing demographic trends and data have changed considerably since the report to which the 
Deputy refers was completed in 2005.   
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For school planning purposes, my Department divides the country into 314 geographic areas 
known as school planning areas. These defined areas facilitate the orderly planning of school 
provision and accommodation needs. In identifying the requirement for additional school plac-
es in a school planning area, my Department uses a Geographical Information System to iden-
tify the areas under increased demographic pressure nationwide. The GIS uses data from the 
Central Statistics Office, Ordnance Survey Ireland, the Department of Social Protection and my 
Department’s own databases. With this information, my Department carries out nationwide de-
mographic analyses to determine where additional school accommodation is needed at primary 
and post-primary level. 

Following the 2015 demographic analyses, four new primary schools and nine new post-
primary schools will open in 2017 and 2018 to cater for increased demographic needs.  That an-
nouncement noted that a range of areas nationwide, including Kinnegad in the Killucan school 
planning area, are experiencing increased demographic pressures and would be kept under 
ongoing review.  My Department is continuing to keep the school planning area under review, 
to take account of updated enrolment data and the impact of capacity increases in adjoining 
school planning areas.

18/10/2016WRM03700Teaching Qualifications

18/10/2016WRM03800273. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will intervene 
to resolve the Droichead/INTO issue (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30929/16]

18/10/2016WRM03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Teaching Council is 
the statutory body with responsibility for professional standards at all stages of the teaching ca-
reer. In that context, it has established standards for post-qualification professional practice, as 
set out in, Droichead, the new model of induction for newly qualified primary and post-primary 
teachers. The model ensures that the same standards and requirements apply to all teachers who 
have gained conditional registration with the Teaching Council. Droichead was the subject of a 
three-year pilot before it was approved by the Teaching Council in March 2016. 

The growth and development phase of Droichead commenced in September 2016 and by 
2018 the Droichead model will be available to all newly qualified teachers to enable them to 
gain full registration with the Teaching Council. As part of the growth phase, the Council indi-
cated that from September 2016, newly qualified teachers in mainstream settings may complete 
probation in the traditional manner, through the completion of a period of satisfactory service 
in a school and through the demonstration of professional competence in a school setting. The 
evaluation of professional competence is conducted by the Inspectorate.

However, probation by the Inspectorate will not be possible in a special education or re-
stricted setting but teachers in these setting can avail of the Droichead process to gain full reg-
istration with the Council. 

The INTO issued a directive to its members not to co-operate with or participate in Droi-
chead or any form of probation or induction that does not include fully external evaluation for 
all NQTs, with effect from 1 July 2016. Their action will impact on the induction/probation 
process for NQTs in special education settings with effect from September 2016.  

I wish to inform the Deputy that under the recent pay measures agreed with the INTO for 
new entrant teachers there will be an immediate time-bound engagement involving the relevant 
parties to resolve issues with the teacher induction process (Droichead), including issues giving 
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rise to the current union directive on non-cooperation. I would therefore encourage the INTO to 
engage with the Teaching Council as the statutory professional standards body for teaching to 
clarify the concerns that it has about Droichead.

18/10/2016WRM04000Nitrates Action Programme Implementation

18/10/2016WRM04100274. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if he will consider giving discretion to the local authority to extend the 
slurry ban deadline time for 2016 and for future years as the current deadline has the potential, 
due to inclement weather, to cause needless pollution in local areas; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30432/16]

18/10/2016WRM04200275. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if he will extend the 15 October deadline for slurry spreading in view of the 
severe weather experienced over the past few months, which has severely curtailed spreading 
activity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30468/16]

18/10/2016WRM04300276. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the efforts he is making to extend the deadline for slurry spreading in view of the 
adverse weather conditions experienced and the exemption granted in the North; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30569/16]

18/10/2016WRM04400280. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government if he will consider extending the deadline for slurry spreading, taking into account 
the adverse condition of farming land after heavy rainfall and the backlog facing contractors; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [31021/16]

18/10/2016WRM04500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 274 to 276, inclusive, and 280 together.

I refer to the reply to Question Nos. 84 and 86 of 13th October 2016. The position is un-
changed.

18/10/2016WRM04600Social and Affordable Housing

18/10/2016WRM04700277. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to a 2015 National Development Finance 
Agency project (details supplied); his views on the fact that this project violates his Depart-
ment’s guidelines on social mix; the reason for his Department’s decision to endorse this de-
velopment as a public private partnership initiative despite violating these guidelines; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [30580/16]

18/10/2016WRM04800292. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 137 of 29 September 2016 and 135 
of 6 October 2016, if he will make public the exact data on which the site at a location (details 
supplied) was selected for development; his views on the fact that this area already has an ex-
tremely high concentration of social housing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30579/16]

18/10/2016WRM04900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 277 and 292 together.
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As set out in the replies to Question No. 137 of 29 September 2016 and to Question Number 
135 of 6 October 2016, the site at Scribblestown was identified and proposed for inclusion in 
the Social Housing PPP programme by the Dublin Social Housing Delivery Task Force and by 
Dublin City Council, having regard to social housing need, and the suitability of the site to be 
developed for social housing at this location.   

The social housing need in the Ashtown, Blackhorse Avenue, Santry, Whitehall, Cabra, 
Finglas and Glasnevin areas of Dublin City Council is in excess of 4,000 applicants, based on 
latest Dublin City Council data. The development at Scribblestown would contribute towards 
delivering homes for these applicants. The current percentage of social housing in the Scrib-
blestown area, also based on data from Dublin City Council, is 15%.   

The following criteria formed the basis of the assessment of sustainability for prospective 
social housing sites being delivered through the Public Private Partnership programme:   

-  Compatibility with the relevant development plan for the area;   

-  Impact on sustainable communities in the area; and   

-  Access to services by future residents (amenities such as public transport, schools, shops).   

My Department’s guidelines concerning such issues as sustainability and social mix are set 
out in Quality Housing for Sustainable Communities, which is available on the Department’s 
website at the following link:   http://www.housing.gov.ie/search/archived/current/category/
housing/type/publications?query=sustainable%20design.

 The assessment criteria for the selection of PPP sites reflect provisions contained in these 
guidelines.

18/10/2016WRM05000Voluntary Sector Funding

18/10/2016WRM05100278. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if there is increased funding available in his Department to assist volunteer 
centres and information services; if so, if he will ensure that a centre (details supplied) is pro-
vided with an increase of funding of up to €80,000 which is just two thirds of the annual cost of 
running a volunteer centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30590/16]

18/10/2016WRM05200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department’s Community & Voluntary Supports & Programmes provide a cohe-
sive framework of support for the community and voluntary sector.  This programme supports 
21 Volunteer Centres and 8 Volunteer Information Services, as well as a number of national 
organisations, including Volunteer Ireland.  Over €3m was allocated for these organisations in 
2016.  With the assistance of Volunteer Ireland, my Department has recently initiated a review 
of the distribution of funding to Volunteer Centres, to ensure a more sustainable distribution of 
funding.  The funding of all Volunteer Centres will be considered in the course of this review, 
and in the context of funding available following Budget 2017.

18/10/2016WRM05300Infrastructure and Capital Investment Programme

18/10/2016WRM05400279. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the amount of the €50 million of the €200 million local infrastructure hous-
ing activation fund that will be allocated to County Donegal; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [30957/16]

18/10/2016WRM05500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I recently announced the Government’s approval to the establishment of a Local 
Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund of €200 million to relieve critical infrastructural block-
ages to enable the accelerated delivery of housing on key development sites and to improve the 
economic viability of new housing projects in Dublin and in urban areas of high demand for 
housing.  The Fund will be composed of an Exchequer allocation of €150 million, matched by a 
€50 million contribution from participating local authorities.  Funding is to be allocated to local 
authorities on the basis of a competitive bid process in relation to proposals with the capacity to 
secure the early delivery of additional housing at scale, including at affordable prices.   

In line with the Government’s Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness – Rebuilding 
Ireland, I issued a call for proposals under the new Local Infrastructure Housing Activation 
Fund to local authorities on 26 August 2016, with a closing date for receipt of proposals of last 
Friday, 14 October.     

I received a proposal from Donegal County Council, together with proposals from other lo-
cal authorities, which will now be evaluated and assessed by my Department, in line with the 
criteria set down in the Call for Proposals. I intend to announce successful bid proposals before 
the end of the year.

  Question No. 280 answered with Question No. 274.

18/10/2016WRM05700Electoral Commission Administration

18/10/2016WRM05800281. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the reason for the delay in concluding the Drogheda boundary review pro-
cess; when he will bring a recommendation to Government on the outcome of the process; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [30209/16]

18/10/2016WRM05900286. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government when the three-man boundary review commission established to examine 
the boundary between counties Kilkenny and Waterford is expected to publish its concluding 
report, taking into consideration that it is over six months past the initial deadline of 31 March 
2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30415/16]

18/10/2016WRM06000Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 281 and 286 together.  

The chairpersons of the committees which are reviewing the boundaries at Athlone, Carlow, 
Drogheda and Waterford have indicated that further work was required in order to complete 
the reviews, including work arising from the large volume of submissions received on foot of 
public consultations. 

My Department has been in communication with the chairpersons regarding the additional 
timescale required, and it is anticipated that these reports will be submitted in the coming weeks. 
As the committees are independent in the performance of their functions, it is not appropriate 
for me to comment further on the matter.

18/10/2016WRM06100Water Charges Administration
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18/10/2016WRM06200282. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if he will ensure that the commission investigating water charges takes ac-
count of the needs of those who require additional water beyond the average normal use of a 
person due to medical and health needs such as, for example, Crohn’s disease. [30331/16]

18/10/2016WRM06300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The role of the Expert Commission on Domestic Public Water Services is to make 
recommendations on a sustainable long term-funding model for the delivery of domestic pub-
lic water and waste water services by Irish Water. I am satisfied that the terms of reference for 
the Commission cover all of the issues relevant to the consideration of the future funding of 
domestic water services.

18/10/2016WRM06400Housing Adaptation Grant Data

18/10/2016WRM06500283. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the number of persons currently on the waiting list for the housing adaptation grant 
scheme for people with a disability by local authority area; the average waiting time per local 
authority area; the average level of funding awarded to each local authority for the purposes of 
carrying out works under the scheme for each of the past ten years; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30382/16]

18/10/2016WRM06600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The detailed administration of the Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People and 
People with a Disability , including the assessment, approval and prioritisation of grants to ap-
plicants under the various grant measures, is the responsibility of the local authorities and my 
Department does not hold information in relation to waiting lists or times. The average level 
s of funding provided by my Department to local authorities  under these Grants are available 
in the following table, while details of the 2016 allocations are available on my Department’s 
website at the following link: http://www.environ.ie/housing/grantsfinancial-assistance/minis-
ters-kelly-coffey-announce-eu5625-million-improve-homes. 

Table

Local Authority Total allocation 2006-2015 Average Annual Allocation 2006-
2015 

Carlow €10,217,046 €1,021,705 
Cavan €9,836,336 €983,634 
Clare €14,665,932 €1,466,593 
Cork County €41,502,096 €4,150,210 
Donegal €13,880,211 €1,388,021 
Dún Laoghaire/Rathdown €10,072,316 €1,007,232 
Fingal €12,680,609 €1,268,061 
Galway County €12,711,606 €1,271,161 
Kerry €20,345,923 €2,034,592 
Kildare €16,895,539 €1,689,554 
Kilkenny €10,948,696 €1,094,870 
Laois €10,540,986 €1,054,099 
Leitrim €5,663,442 €566,344 
Limerick €23,623,134 €2,362,313 
Longford €6,970,927 €697,093 
Louth €12,376,207 €1,237,621 
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Local Authority Total allocation 2006-2015 Average Annual Allocation 2006-
2015 

Mayo €19,073,668 €1,907,367 
Meath €10,298,447 €1,029,845 
Monaghan €11,066,208 €1,106,621 
Offaly €9,844,934 €984,493 
Roscommon €10,557,872 €1,055,787 
Sligo €8,229,233 €822,923 
South Dublin €17,236,452 €1,723,645 
Tipperary €26,741,176 €2,674,118 
Waterford €14,529,627 €1,452,963 
Westmeath €9,700,058 €970,006 
Wexford €15,580,700 €1,558,070 
Wicklow €8,901,795 €890,180 
Cork City €14,259,636 €1,425,964 
Dublin City €65,583,542 €6,558,354 
Galway City €5,918,580 €591,858 
Totals €480,452,935 €48,045,294 

18/10/2016WRM06700Fire Service

18/10/2016WRM06800284. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the status of the report currently being conducted into the provision of fire 
services in south Donegal in both Ballyshannon and Bundoran; when is this report expected; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30390/16]

18/10/2016WRM06900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and 
maintenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs, the provision of fire station 
premises, is a statutory function of individual fire authorities under the Fire Service Act, 1981. 
My Department supports the fire authorities through setting general policy, providing a central 
training programme, issuing guidance on operational and other related matters and providing 
capital funding for priority infrastructural projects.  Donegal County Council, in partnership 
with my Department, has made substantial progress in modernising fire stations in Co Donegal 
and has replaced 12 of the 15 fire stations following investment of some €11 million by my 
Department over the last decade or so. The following towns in County Donegal are now served 
by modern fire stations with full facilities: Milford (1998); Buncrana (2000); Letterkenny (HQ) 
and An Fal Carrach (both in 2003); Carndonagh and Donegal Town (both in 2004); Killybegs 
(2005); An Clochan Liath, Glenties and Moville (all in 2007); and most recently Gaoth Dobhair 
and Stranorlar (2009). My Department has channelled significant investment to fire authorities 
over the last number of years and as a consequence, the high quality of Ireland’s fire service 
infrastructure is now widely acknowledged.   

My Department, earlier this year, announced a five-year Fire Services Capital Programme 
with an allocation of €40 million, based on the current annual €8 million allocation, to be used 
for the purchase of fire appliances and specialist equipment, building or upgrading of prioritised 
Fire Stations, an upgrade of the Communications and Mobilisation system and improvements 
to Training Centres. Under this programme, sixteen new-build fire stations are to be provided 
and ten fire stations are to be upgraded. The projects in the capital programme will be reas-
sessed on an annual basis and priority may be adjusted to bring forward projects offering best 
value-for-money and to take account of the state of readiness of the projects.   
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The provision of a new fire station in Ballyshannon has been the subject of discussions for 
a number of years. While this station is not included in the five year programme referred to 
above, my Department is liaising with Donegal County Council and has indicated clearly that it 
will consider a proposal for advancing a fire station project in the south of the county to finalise 
the fire station programme in Donegal. I understand that the Council is undertaking a process 
to inform a fire station proposal, with a view to its submission to my Department by end 2016.   

In further considering any proposal, my Department will have regard to established national 
priorities for funding in this area and the totality of requests from fire authorities countrywide, 
as well as the value for money offered by the proposal.

18/10/2016WRN00200Private Residential Tenancies Board Enforcement

18/10/2016WRN00300285. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the recourse, other than a court action, that is available to persons in cases where a 
Private Residential Tenancies Board, PRTB, ruling is ignored by the opposing side in a dispute; 
his views on the powers the PRTB holds to enforce rulings; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30408/16]

18/10/2016WRN00400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Residential Tenancies Act 2004 regulates the landlord-tenant relationship in the 
rented residential sector and sets out the rights and obligations of landlords and tenants.  The 
Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) was established as an independent statutory body under the 
Act to operate a national tenancy registration system and to facilitate the resolution of disputes 
between landlords and tenants.  Under the Act, enforcement of RTB determination orders is a 
discretionary power and the Board exercises this power taking account of the circumstances 
pertaining to each case.  Given the demand for enforcement, it is not sustainable for the RTB 
to initiate proceedings on all requests.  As the Board was established to take cases out of the 
Courts, it endeavours to secure enforcement initially by non-judicial means.

While there is no legal obligation on the RTB to enforce, the Board takes the issue of non-
compliance with determination orders very seriously.  In 2015 alone, it referred 312 cases to its 
legal advisors for enforcement proceedings.  It is also open to parties to pursue enforcement in-
dependently through the Courts, including the seeking of a garnishee order.  It should be noted 
that going to Court does not of itself ensure successful enforcement and more particularly, re-
coupment, of an award.  In many cases the best option - and one which the RTB facilitates - is 
for the parties to agree a schedule of payments.

Section 124 of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 provides for the enforcement of RTB 
determination orders in the Circuit Court. Section 57 of the Residential Tenancies (Amend-
ment) Act 2015 amends section 124 to provide for the enforcement of RTB determination or-
ders through the District Court rather than the Circuit Court.  This will considerably reduce the 
expense of enforcing a determination order and may in some cases provide for faster hearings, 
as there are more sittings of the District Court than the Circuit Court.  Section 57 is subject to a 
Commencement Order which will be made in the coming months.

  Question No. 286 answered with Question No. 281.

18/10/2016WRN00600Rural Resettlement Scheme

18/10/2016WRN00700287. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
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cal Government if his attention has been drawn to the excellent work that is carried out by an 
organisation (details supplied); his plans to provide funding to allow this concept to continue 
and to grow; if he is aware that this charity is now operating with only one full time member of 
staff; his plans to allocate funding to increase the staff; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30425/16]

18/10/2016WRN00800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): As outlined in Rebuilding Ireland: An Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, 
the Government is committed to developing a range of measures supportive of the regeneration 
and renewal of towns and villages across rural Ireland and, consequently, ensuring a vibrant 
population in those places.  It is my aim that all reasonable steps are taken to secure the re-use 
of vacant and under-utilised properties for residential purposes, particularly in the many towns 
and villages in rural Ireland that contain a significant number of empty houses. Action 5.1 of 
the Action Plan provides for the development of a National Vacant Housing Re-Use Strategy 
by early 2017 and I intend to examine the potential to widen the geographical range of social 
housing location options available to persons seeking such accommodation.  

The Strategy will examine the potential for bringing existing but vacant housing back into 
beneficial use and I intend to examine mechanisms to match such accommodation potential to 
prospective applicants for social housing, through measures such as the Repair and Leasing 
Initiative, which will see up-front financial assistance being made available to upgrade empty, 
but sub-standard, accommodation in return for leasing the property back for social housing 
purposes. Acquisition and leasing options are also available to local authorities to ensure that 
households needing accommodation may be provided with that accommodation.

As the Deputy may be aware, my colleague, the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs, has overall responsibility for regional and rural matters and is advancing 
a broadly based rural development strategy, in the context of the Programme for a Partnership 
Government.  In conjunction with this overarching Strategy, the development of a rural re-
settlement programme will be considered further in the context of taking forward the range of 
measures set out in the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan.   

In the circumstances, I have no plans at present to make funding available to Rural Resettle-
ment Ireland.

18/10/2016WRN00900Credit Union Lending

18/10/2016WRN01000288. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the potential role credit unions can play in housing finance, as indicated in the 
programme for Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30444/16]

18/10/2016WRN01100289. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government the progress that has been made to date, further to the programme for Govern-
ment commitment, to engage stakeholders on the way credit unions can support social housing 
through voluntary housing services; if the engagement to date included any reference to section 
44 of the Credit Union Act 1997 or to dormant accounts on the books of credit unions; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [30445/16]

18/10/2016WRN01200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 288 and 289 together. 

The agreed Programme for a Partnership Government recognises the potential role that 
credit unions can play in housing finance and supports the efforts of the Registrar of Credit 



Questions - Written Answers

282

Unions at the Central Bank to gradually lift current lending restrictions as appropriate, includ-
ing for housing.  The Programme further provides that we will investigate with all stakeholders 
how credit unions can support the delivery of social housing. 

The Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness emphasises the need to 
look at new ways of funding social housing delivery, in particular the need to provide structural, 
funding and policy supports to increase delivery of social housing by Approved Housing Bod-
ies.  In that context, it states that support will be provided to an Irish Council for Social Hous-
ing/sector led new special purpose vehicle, involving investors which could potentially include 
the credit union movement.

Credit union representative bodies have also set out a proposed means by which funding 
could be provided by credit unions to Approved Housing Bodies for the development of social 
housing.  My Department and the Department of Finance have met with these bodies on a num-
ber of occasions to examine how credit unions can assist in the area of social housing.  To date 
no reference has been made during those meetings to either section 44 of the Credit Union Act 
1997 nor to the use of dormant accounts in credit unions for such funding purposes.

The Central Bank commenced a number of new regulations for credit unions on 1 January 
2016.  Prior to their commencement, following careful consideration, the Central Bank made a 
number of modifications, including to Regulation 25(2), which makes reference to the fact that 
the Central Bank may prescribe, in accordance with section 43 of the Credit Union Act 1997, 
further classes of investments for credit unions which may include investments in projects of a 
public nature.  The effect of these modifications is that regulation 25(2) now provides that in-
vestment in projects of a public nature can include, but are not limited to, investments in social 
housing projects.

I acknowledge the modifications made by the Central Bank and the willingness of credit 
unions to actively seek a role in financing the delivery of social housing. 

Conscious of the independence of the Central Bank in its regulatory role in respect of credit 
unions, bilateral engagement has taken place between my Department and the Department of 
Finance to consider the potential regulatory and legislative implications of credit union involve-
ment in the social housing sector.  My Department and the Department of Finance met with 
the Central Bank on 21 April 2016 to provide information of a technical nature in relation to 
social housing funding arrangements.  This was with a view to assisting the Central Bank in 
understanding how these arrangements operate, as it deals with issues arising from proposals 
put forward for credit union investment in social housing.

Ultimately, the funding mechanisms required will have to be put in place in the first instance 
by the credit union bodies themselves, with the support of their members and with the agree-
ment of the Central Bank.  My Department will continue to contribute to this process by provid-
ing necessary technical advice and support.

18/10/2016WRN01300Departmental Schemes

18/10/2016WRN01400290. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government the grant schemes available for persons to improve heating systems in their 
houses that are available through his Department or funded by his Department through local 
authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30524/16]

18/10/2016WRN01500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The only scheme my Department funds through local authorities that may, depend-
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ing on the circumstances, provide funding for heating systems in private housing is the Hous-
ing Aid for Older People scheme.  This scheme provides grants of up to €8,000 to assist older 
people living in poor housing conditions to have necessary repairs or improvements carried out 
to private houses.  Eligible works under the scheme include the provision of heating where the 
household has no current heating system; however, it does not provide for the upgrading of an 
existing central heating system.

18/10/2016WRN01600Mortgage to Rent Scheme Eligibility

18/10/2016WRN01700291. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government if his Department will provide a sensible solution to a housing issue for persons 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30548/16]

18/10/2016WRN01800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): While lead responsibility for the Mortgage to Rent scheme rests with my Depart-
ment, the Housing Agency co-ordinates its day-to-day functioning on my Department’s behalf.  
In relation to the specific case raised, I understand that as part of the normal administration of 
the scheme, the Housing Agency has offered the property to a number of Approved Housing 
Bodies (AHBs) but each has declined to purchase it from the lender at the price the lender has 
set.  This is because the value of the works that are required to bring the property to the standard 
for social housing makes the purchase of the property by an AHB financially unviable.  At this 
point there is nothing further that the scheme can offer this borrower in these circumstances.  
I would therefore encourage the borrowers to re-engage with their lender to establish if there 
are other options available to them to resolve their mortgage arrears situation.  I would also 
encourage the borrower to contact their local authority with regard to their particular long term 
housing needs.

The Government is committed to supporting households in long-term mortgage arrears to 
remain in their homes and has included a review of the MTR Scheme for borrowers of private 
commercial lending institutions as an action in the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing 
and Homelessness.  The review will examine what amendments can be made to the scheme to 
make it work better for borrowers.  My Department has commenced work on scoping the re-
view and in this regard has begun early consultations with key stakeholders.  The review is to 
be complete by the end of the year.

In addition, the Government has established a new scheme to help people who are insolvent 
and in serious mortgage arrears on their home to access free, independent, expert advice.  The 
Scheme of Aid and Advice for People in Mortgage Arrears provides financial and/or legal ad-
vice and assistance to people in this situation.  The aim of the Scheme is to help mortgage hold-
ers in arrears to find the best solutions and keep them wherever possible, in their own homes.  
This service may also be of assistance to this particular borrower, and I would recommend that 
they contact their local MABS office for advice and assistance.

  Question No. 292 answered with Question No. 277.

18/10/2016WRN02000Housing Provision

18/10/2016WRN02100293. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if he will require local authorities to produce an empty homes strategy with 
objectives; aims and actions needed to tackle the issues; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30587/16]
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18/10/2016WRN02200294. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if he will introduce financial penalties for owners of properties which have 
been vacant for over two years or more in areas of high social housing demand; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30588/16]

18/10/2016WRN02300Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 293 and 294 together.

Action 5.1 of the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homeless-
ness undertakes to develop a National Vacant Housing Re-Use Strategy by early 2017. To this 
end, the Housing Agency, which has lead responsibility for co-ordinating the development of 
the Strategy, has established a working group to inform the Strategy, with senior representatives 
from my Department, local authorities and from the Housing Agency itself. Its first meeting 
was held on 30 September.

My Department and the Housing Agency are liaising with local authorities and with the 
Central Statistics Office in order to obtain a better understanding of the numbers, characteristics 
and reasons why homes are vacant. A number of local authorities have commenced, or are plan-
ning to commence, pilot programmes to identify vacant homes and bring them back into use; 
these pilot programmes will inform the Strategy.  In addition, the Strategy will be informed by 
international best practice and experience, and research is being undertaken in this area.   

There are a number of new schemes recently announced that will specifically target vacant 
properties.  A new Repair and Leasing Scheme (RLS) will assist local authorities or Approved 
Housing Bodies (AHBs) to bring vacant private houses into social housing use, providing 
homes for families on local authority waiting lists.  The new Scheme will operate initially in 
Waterford and Carlow and my Department will work closely with other local authorities to roll 
it out around the country over the course of the next six months.  I have secured €140m for the 
successful implementation of this Scheme over the next five years.  This Scheme has significant 
potential and I am hopeful that it can bring at least 3,500 vacant houses back into productive 
use between now and 2021. 

In addition, under a new “Buy and Renew” initiative, my Department will support local 
authorities and Approved Housing Bodies to purchase private housing units in need of remedia-
tion, and renew them with the aim of making them available for social housing use.  An initial 
capital provision of €25 million will be available for this initiative in 2017.

Furthermore, in relation to under-utilised and vacant lands, the Urban Regeneration and 
Housing Act 2015, enacted in July 2015, introduced a new measure, the vacant site levy, which 
is aimed at incentivising the development of vacant, under-utilised sites in urban areas.  Under 
the Act, planning authorities are required to establish a register of vacant sites in their areas, 
beginning on 1 January 2017, and to issue annual notices to owners of vacant sites by 1 June 
2018 in respect of vacant sites on the register on 1 January 2018.  The levy will be applied by 
planning authorities, commencing on 1 January 2019 in respect of sites which were vacant and 
on the vacant site register during the year 2018 and will subsequently be applied on an annual 
basis thereafter, as long as a site remains on the vacant site register in the preceding year. 

Planning authorities are empowered to apply an annual vacant site levy of 3% of the market 
value of vacant sites exceeding 0.5 hectares in area - with reduced or zero rates of levy applying 
in specific circumstances – which, in the planning authority’s opinion, were vacant or idle in 
the preceding year, in areas identified by the planning authority in its development plan or local 
area plan for residential or regeneration development.  The 3% rate of vacant site levy is con-
sistent with the rate applied to derelict sites under the Derelict Sites Act 1990 and is considered 
reasonable, without being over-punitive, for the purposes of incentivising the activation of such 
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sites for residential or regeneration purposes.  In this regard, it is also worth noting that all levies 
due on an individual site remain a charge on the land concerned until all outstanding levies due 
are paid.  Accordingly, there will be a cumulative effect associated with not activating a site for 
development purposes for each year a site remains vacant or idle. 

The proceeds of the levy raised on vacant sites will be used by planning authorities for the 
provision of housing and regeneration development in the local area in which vacant sites are 
located.  No more than 10% of the levy monies received by planning authorities may be used 
on their collection and administration costs.

Regarding urban regeneration in general, the Programme for a Partnership Government sets 
out the ambitious priority attached to it and incorporates a series of specific actions aimed at 
facilitating the regeneration of our urban centres . The Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action 
Plan further reinforces its commitment to this area.  In this context, a Working Group, compris-
ing of senior representatives from my Department, local authorities and other relevant bodies, 
has been established to bring forward proposals for new urban regeneration measures by the 
end of the year.  It is intended that the new measures will complement the existing regeneration 
programme under my Department’s Social Housing Capital Programme, as well as other social 
regeneration initiatives already under way.

18/10/2016WRN02400Departmental Funding

18/10/2016WRN02500295. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government the exact funding increase provided by budget 2017 for his Depart-
ment in 2017, minus provision required for demographics and the Lansdowne Road agreement, 
compared to the estimate provided in budget 2016, the summer economic statement and the 
expected out-turn for 2016, in tabular form. [30604/16]

18/10/2016WRN02600Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Full details of budget increases in respect of my Department are set out on page 
57 (Reconciliation of 2017 Expenditure Ceiling) of Part II of the Expenditure Report 2017, 
published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and available online at  http://
budget.gov.ie/Budgets/2017/Documents/Part%20II%20-%20Expenditure%20Allocations%20
2017%20-%202019.pdf.

The increases outlined in the Expenditure Report 2017 are increases over the expenditure 
ceilings set out in the Mid-Year Expenditure Report 2016 which had been adjusted from the 
Budget 2016 ceilings to reflect the transfer of functions from my Department to the Department 
of Communications, Climate Action and Environment and the Department of Arts, Heritage, 
Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.

I currently expect a full spend of my Department’s allocations in 2016.

18/10/2016WRN02700Library Services Staff

18/10/2016WRN02800296. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the chief executive of Sligo 
County Council has warned that libraries in the county will be subject to rolling closures until 
such time as his Department approves the filling of vacant library posts; if his attention has 
further been drawn to the fact that the chief executive has warned that the planned major en-
hancement of O’Connell Street in Sligo town will not proceed in the new year until such time 
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as his Department approves the filling of vacant technical posts; if his Department has received 
a formal request from the council to approve the filling of the said vacant library and technical 
posts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30639/16]

18/10/2016WRN02900Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department works closely with Sligo County Council in relation to the Coun-
cil’s overall staffing requirements.  However, under section 159 of the Local Government Act 
2001, it is the Chief Executive of the Council who is responsible for staffing and organisational 
arrangements necessary for carrying out the functions of the local authority.  My Department 
received a staff sanction request from Sligo County Council for two part-time Branch Librar-
ians, two Senior Library Assistants and two Librarians on 3 October 2016 and following con-
sideration of the requests, the posts were approved.

Sligo County Council submitted a staff sanction request, on 14 October 2016, for a number 
of technical posts, and this request is under consideration.

18/10/2016WRN03000Social and Affordable Housing Data

18/10/2016WRN03100297. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government the number of housing units he envisions will be delivered under the social hous-
ing construction and acquisition fund in 2017 in categories (details supplied). [30800/16]

18/10/2016WRN03200Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Of the 47,000 social housing units to be delivered under Rebuilding Ireland, an Ac-
tion Plan for Housing and Homelessness, it is estimated at this stage that approximately 26,000 
will be constructed, while 11,000 will be acquired by local authorities and AHBs directly from 
the market or the Housing Agency, with a portion of these being newly built units.  10,000 units 
will be leased by local authorities and AHBs, which includes an estimated 5,000 units to be 
sourced from the NTMA Special Purpose Vehicle and a further 5,000 properties to be secured 
from a combination of the Repair and Leasing Initiative that will be piloted shortly and under 
long-term lease arrangements by local authorities and AHBs from a range of different sources, 
not including Part V.  This therefore includes a mix of units from the existing housing stock and 
newly built units.  Overall, it is estimated that around 4,700 units could be secured for social 
housing from Part V agreements.  

For 2017, the estimated breakdown and method of delivery for social housing includes 
2,350 units to be delivered by local authorities through construction activity (i.e. new build and 
refurbishment/regeneration), 75 units to be acquired by local authorities, with the equivalent 
figures for AHBs being 550 and 1,175.  It is expected that some 300 additional new units will 
be built and made available for social housing via Part V mechanisms and will be owned by 
either local authorities or AHBs.  These figures do not include new social units that will be 
delivered via other methods such as long-term leasing or households who will have their needs 
met through the Housing Assistance Payment or Rental Accommodation Scheme.

18/10/2016WRN03300Social and Affordable Housing Provision

18/10/2016WRN03400298. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government if the funding under the social housing current expenditure programme for 2017 
will provide social housing units only as leased arrangements with private landlords or will be 
used to build social housing units for local authority or approved housing bodies. [30801/16]
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18/10/2016WRN03500Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme (SHCEP) supports the deliv-
ery of social housing by providing financial support to local authorities and Approved Housing 
Bodies (AHBs) for the long term leasing of houses and apartments from private owners, devel-
opers and AHBs.  Properties made available under the programme are used to accommodate 
households from local authority waiting lists.  Leased properties are allocated to tenants in ac-
cordance with the relevant local authority’s allocation scheme.  In 2017, 2,250 new social hous-
ing units are targeted to be funded under the SHCEP programme.  In addition, the Programme 
will also fund the ongoing cost of the almost 8,000 existing units that are already being used 
for social housing under the Programme.  These new units will be delivered using a variety of 
different streams, including properties which will be newly constructed and acquired by AHBs.  
In 2017, of the 2,250 new units to be funded under the Programme, it is expected that 250 units 
will be built and 900 units will be acquired by AHBs.

My Department offers separate financial support to AHBs in the form of a long term loan 
under the Capital Advance Leasing Facility (CALF) to assist with the financing of the construc-
tion or acquisition of units that will be provided for social housing use.   This loan facility can 
support up to 30% of the eligible capital cost of the project, where the units will be provided 
under long-term lease arrangements (and funded by the SHCEP) to local authorities for social 
housing use.

18/10/2016WRN03600Homeless Accommodation Provision

18/10/2016WRN03700299. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Com-
munity and Local Government if it is the policy of his Department that where a homeless single 
parent presents or declares as homeless with homeless services, that such a family will be ac-
commodated together in emergency accommodation and that a single parent family will not be 
separated in any circumstances when being provided with emergency accommodation; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [30817/16]

18/10/2016WRN03800Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I refer to the reply to Question No. 144 of 28 September 2016.  The position is un-
changed.

18/10/2016WRN03900Housing Provision

18/10/2016WRN04000300. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 
Local Government if he will publish the results of the national housing needs assessment; and 
the reasons for the delay in doing so. [30832/16]

18/10/2016WRN04100Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The Social Housing Strategy 2020, published in November 2014, included a com-
mitment to undertake summaries of social housing assessments (SSHA) on an annual basis 
from 2016.  The aim of the process is to capture the total number of households across the 
country which are qualified for social housing support and whose housing need is not currently 
being met.  This data will allow my Department to target the delivery of social housing sup-
ports under Rebuilding Ireland: Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness to those most in 
need.  The summary process requires all housing authorities to review those households who 
are on their housing list but who are not currently in receipt of housing support to ensure that 
the details of the applicant households are up to date and accurate and that they are still eligible 
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for, and in need of, social housing support.  All local authorities then submit their returns elec-
tronically to a central IT system managed by the Local Government Management Agency.  This 
information is then verified, analysed and collated in a report submitted to my Department by 
the Housing Agency.  As previously indicated, I expect the 2016 Summary to be finalised and 
published before the end of the year.

18/10/2016WRN04200Housing Assistance Payments Implementation

18/10/2016WRN04300301. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will examine an issue (details supplied) and take measures to resolve 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30842/16]

18/10/2016WRN04400Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The roll-out of the HAP scheme brings together all the social housing services pro-
vided by the State under the single umbrella of the local government system and removes a 
barrier to employment by allowing households to continue to receive HAP support even if their 
income increases or they gain full-time employment.  The scheme has been rolled out on an 
incremental basis and is currently operational in 19 local authority areas, currently support-
ing more than 14,000 households, including eligible homeless households, and some 9,500 
separate landlords and agents acting on behalf of landlords are receiving a monthly HAP pay-
ment. HAP payments can also be made to a Trust, as I understand is the case referred to here.  
Upon commencement of the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme in a local authority 
administrative area, the availability of Rent Supplement support is altered and in general Rent 
Supplement will no longer be available to any new applicant households that have an identified 
long-term housing need. 

Local authorities, where HAP is operational, are working closely with local Department 
of Social Protection staff to transfer eligible households from the Rent Supplement scheme to 
HAP.  Tenants who are currently in receipt of Rent Supplement and who qualify for social hous-
ing support will be transferred to HAP over time.  The process of transferring households from 
Rent Supplement to HAP is carefully managed in order to ensure that no gaps in support arise 
within the transfer process.

A landlord or an agent acting on behalf of a landlord is not legally obliged to enter into a 
tenancy agreement with a HAP recipient.  However, since 1 January 2016, a person cannot be 
discriminated against when renting because they are getting one of certain payments, which 
includes HAP, so landlords can no longer state when advertising accommodation that HAP is 
not accepted.  If a person feels that they have been discriminated against by a landlord or their 
agent, they can make a complaint under the Equal Status Acts. 

The operation of the Rent Supplement scheme is a matter for the Department of Social 
Protection.

18/10/2016WRN04500Animal Welfare

18/10/2016WRN04600302. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning, Commu-
nity and Local Government the number of inspections of dog breeding premises carried out in 
2014, 2015 and to date in 2016 under the Dog Breeding Establishment Act; if any of these were 
follow-up inspections; if any sanctions were imposed on operators or owners of these prem-
ises; the resources allocated to such inspections; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30868/16]
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18/10/2016WRN04700Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The regulation of dog breeding establishments is a matter for local authorities in 
accordance with the Dog Breeding Establishment Act 2010.  The local authority must maintain 
for public inspection a register of dog breeding establishments in its functional area, which 
must include the name and address of the applicant seeking entry onto the register, the address 
of the dog breeding establishment and the maximum number of breeding bitches that may be 
kept at the dog breeding establishment or premises.  Statistical information of new and repeat 
inspections and closures carried out on Dog Breeding Establishments is available on my De-
partment’s website at http://www.housing.gov.ie/search/archived/current/sub-type/dog-control/
type/statistics?query.

The process of collating and validating annual statistics in respect of 2016 by my Depart-
ment will be undertaken next year. 

The Dog Breeding Establishment Act 2010 provides a robust regulatory framework for, 
inter alia, the licensing, monitoring and inspection of dog breeding establishments by local au-
thorities and, where a serious and immediate threat exists to public health or animal health and 
welfare, for the closure of such establishments.   

A joint inspection regime of dog breeding establishments, involving the Department of Ag-
riculture, Food and the Marine and the Local Authority Veterinary Service, was inaugurated 
last year for the purpose of inspection and follow up action.  The discovery of individual prob-
lematic dog breeding establishments, and the taking of action by the Gardaí, the Department 
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and local authorities in an integrated manner in the most 
serious cases, is a matter for the enforcement authorities concerned.

More generally, the enforcement of welfare standards regarding all animals is a matter for 
the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine under the Animal Health and Welfare Act 
2013.

18/10/2016WRN04800Jobseeker’s Payments

18/10/2016WRN04900303. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost in budget 
2017 of extending the jobseeker’s allowance and benefit payment for persons under 26 years 
of age. [30961/16]

18/10/2016WRN05000304. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost of increas-
ing jobseeker’s allowance and benefits payments by €5 for persons under 26 years of age. 
[30962/16]

18/10/2016WRN05100305. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost of increas-
ing jobseeker’s allowance and benefits payments for those persons under 26 years of age to the 
same level as those persons over 26 years of age. [30963/16]

18/10/2016WRN05200331. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost of the 
proposed increase of €2.70 per week in the jobseeker’s allowance for young persons on the cur-
rent €100 rate in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30765/16]

18/10/2016WRN05300332. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Social Protection the projected 
cost of a €5 per week increase in the jobseeker’s allowance for young persons on the current 
€100 rate in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30766/16]

18/10/2016WRN05400333. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost of the 
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proposed increase of €3.80 per week in the jobseeker’s allowance for young persons on the cur-
rent €144 rate in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30767/16]

18/10/2016WRN05500334. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Social Protection the projected 
cost of a increase of €5 per week in the jobseeker’s allowance for young persons on the current 
€144 rate in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30768/16]

18/10/2016WRN05600339. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason young 
persons were not given an increase in their jobseeker’s allowance payment in line with other 
social protection payments in view of the fact that while youth unemployment is down, it still 
stands at 16%, more than double the 2007 rate; the amount which is saved by not increasing the 
payment to the full €5 per week in line with other payments; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30821/16]

18/10/2016WRN05700340. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated cost to the 
Exchequer if budget 2017 had increased the €100 and €144 jobseeker’s payments by €5; the 
amount it is costing to increase both by €2.70 and €3.80; and the number of young persons on 
the €100 payment and the €144 payment. [30864/16]

18/10/2016WRN05800341. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Social Protection the savings achieved 
by the decision to restrict the increase for young persons on jobseeker’s allowance to €2.70 for 
those on €100 and €3.80 for those on €144 a week instead of the €5 a week across the board. 
[30915/16]

18/10/2016WRN05900342. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Social Protection the rationale for wid-
ening the gap between the rates for other adult welfare recipients and young welfare recipients. 
[30916/16]

18/10/2016WRN06000343. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason he indicat-
ed he plans to incentivise education, training and work experience when he has only increased 
the back to education allowance for the under 26s but not for the range of other education and 
training schemes (details supplied). [30917/16]

18/10/2016WRN06100345. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will confirm 
that all young persons under 26 years of age who are jobseekers will be eligible for the full so-
cial protection payment of €193 should they engage in training or education. [30964/16]

18/10/2016WRN06200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
303 to 305, inclusive, 331 to 334, inclusive, 339 to 343, inclusive, and 345 together. 

On Budget Day, I announced the first general increase in the weekly rates of payment since 
2009.  A €5 increase in the weekly rates of payment for all social welfare payments will com-
mence from March, with proportionate increases for qualified adults and those on reduced rates 
of payment (including jobseekers on age-related reduced rates of payment).

Approximately 1.5 million people will benefit from this increase, from pensioners, people 
with disabilities, carers, lone parents, maternity and paternity benefit recipients and jobseekers.

Jobseeker’s allowance (JA) claimants under the age of 26 generally receive age-related 
reduced rates of payment.  Age-related reduced rates of payment do not apply in certain cir-
cumstances, however, such as when the claimant has a dependent child, or transferred to JA 
from Disability Allowance, or was in State care during the 12 months prior to applying for JA.

There are no age-related reduced rates of payment for the Jobseeker’s Benefit scheme, which 
is based on a person’s social insurance record.  Accordingly, young people who are eligible for 
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the maximum rate of Jobseeker’s Benefit will receive the full €5 weekly increase from March.

The cost of the proportional €2.70 increase in the weekly rate of payment for jobseekers on 
the age-related reduced rate of payment for 18 to 24 year olds, from €100 per week to €102.70 
per week, is €3.2 million in a full year.  A €5 increase, from €100 per week to €105 per week, 
would cost €5.9 million in a full year.  These costs include increasing the qualified adult rate 
(€100) by the same amount.

The cost of the proportional €3.80 increase in the weekly rate of payment for jobseekers 
on the age-related reduced rate of payment for 25 year olds, from €144 per week to €144.80 
per week, is €0.8 million in a full year.  A €5 increase, from €144 per week to €149 per week, 
would cost €1 million in a full year.  These costs include increasing the qualified adult rate from 
€124.80 to €128.10 per week.

Increasing the €100 and €144 rates by €5 per week, instead of proportionate increases, 
would cost an additional €3 million or €6.9 million in total in a full year.

In 2017, it is estimated that there will be, on average, c. 22,515 young jobseekers on the 
€100 per week rate of payment and c. 3,870 jobseekers on the €144 per week rate of payment.

The full year cost of bringing the lower age related rates of jobseeker’s allowance to match 
the rates payable to people aged 266 and over is €116 million (based on the proposed 2017 rates 
outlined in the Budget).

The long-standing practice of my Department is to award proportionate increases for people 
who are on reduced rates of payment and for qualified adults.  If the full increase was awarded 
to some categories of people on reduced rates, and not to others, this would not be fair to others 
on reduced rates of payment.

The rationale for having reduced rates of payment for young jobseekers in receipt of a 
means-tested jobseeker’s payment is to prevent young people from entering welfare depen-
dency by providing a strong financial incentive to take up a job, or a training or education 
programme.

Financial incentives already exist for young people taking up education, training and em-
ployment supports.  Young people participating in employment programmes such as Com-
munity Employment, Tus and Gateway already receive the full adult rate of payment, which is 
currently €210.50 per week and will rose to €215.50 next year.

From next September, when a young jobseeker participates in my Department’s Back to 
Education scheme, he or she will be entitled to receive the full maximum rate of jobseeker’s 
payment which will then be €193 per week (for people of any age), as against the €160 which 
they are currently on.

This 21% increase represents an extra €33 a week, and demonstrates the State’s support for 
young jobseekers who seek to enhance their skills.  The rate payable to young jobseeker’s who 
participate on Solas training courses is a matter for the Minister for Education and Skills.

The number of young people on the Live Register on jobseekers payments was close to 
90,000 in 2010 and is now down to 34,000.  There is a continuing strong downward trend this 
year with the numbers down from 42,000 to 34,000 since the beginning of 2016.

Youth unemployment has fallen by 5 percentage points in the last year alone and it is now 
below the EU average.  Of course more remains to be done and I am determined that we help 
more young people in the most effective way possible, by helping them into the workforce or 
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education.

18/10/2016WRN06300Labour Activation Measures

18/10/2016WRN06400306. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Social Protection if a use or lose by year 
end rule is or has been in operation within his Department when devolving funding to labour 
activation programmes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30205/16]

18/10/2016WRN06500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Department’s schemes are 
mainly demand led.  The demand for individual schemes is driven by demographic trends and 
economic factors.  In the case of most labour activation programmes, like Community Employ-
ment for example, scheme funds are drawn down as required on a regular basis over the course 
of the year based on projected expenditure which is closely monitored by the Department.  
If the full allocation is not required in any given year, funds will not be drawn down.  If the 
Deputy wishes to provide specific details of the scheme referred to in the question I will have 
the matter examined further.   I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRN06600Rent Supplement Scheme Data

18/10/2016WRN06700307. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 154 of 6 October 2016, if approved housing bodies are counted as landlords pro-
viding multiple lettings in the table provided in reply to that question. [30206/16]

18/10/2016WRN06800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The rent supplement scheme 
is currently supporting some 50,700 recipients for which the Government has provided €267 
million for in 2016.  The most recent analysis, undertaken in June 2016, shows that there are 
approximately 39,200 landlords providing accommodation to rent supplement customers, of 
which approximately 260 refer to registered approved housing bodies.  In general the number 
of tenancies provided per approved housing body under rent supplement is approximately two 
units.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

Tabular Statement – Landlords with multiple lettings under the Rent Supplement 
Scheme – June 2016.

Category Number of Landlords
1 Property Only 32,628 
2 Properties Only 3,831 
3 Properties Only 1,235 
At least 4 properties, no more than 10 1,342 
At least 11 properties, no more than 20 137 
At least 21 properties, no more than 30  33 
At least 31 properties, no more than 40  10 
At least 41 properties, no more than 50  5 
51 Properties or more  9 
Total  39,230

18/10/2016WRN06900Community Employment Schemes Funding
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18/10/2016WRN07000308. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for an un-
derspend in the budget allocation 2015 for supervision of €1.5 million on the labour activation 
programme, community employment; the details of where the surplus went to; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30211/16]

18/10/2016WRN07100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Community Employment (CE) 
Scheme funds are drawn down as required on a regular basis over the course of the year based 
on projected expenditure which is closely monitored by the Department.  If the full allocation 
for any scheme is not required in any given year, funds will not be drawn down from the Exche-
quer.   Various factors may have led to lower than estimated supervisory expenditure in 2015.  
Approximately 50 supervisors per year retire from CE.  These supervisors are usually at the 
top of the pay scale and may subsequently be replaced with new supervisors at the entry point 
of the scale (and therefore the overall costs of supervision will decrease).  Supervisors who are 
on long-term sickness would not be receiving pay from their CE employment for the duration 
of the absence (they would instead appear as a cost against the illness benefit scheme).  If a 
Sponsor organisation took some time to fill a CE supervisor vacancy, this would also reduce the 
supervision expenditure.  Another possible factor is supervisors requesting reductions in their 
working hours (which also reduces their salary pro rata).

It should also be noted that with the improving economy and reducing numbers on the Live 
Register, there is a lessening demand for places on employment schemes such as CE and this is 
also leading to reduced overall expenditure.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRN07200Disability Allowance Applications

18/10/2016WRN07300309. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an 
application for a disability allowance in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30216/16]

18/10/2016WRN07400Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
The Department has no record of an application for disability allowance having being made by 
the person concerned.  If the person in concerned wishes to make an application, he should fully 
complete and submit an application form (DA1) so that his eligibility may be determined.  If 
he has submitted an application for DA in the last few days, there is no need to reapply and the 
Department will be in touch with him in due course.

18/10/2016WRO00150Carer’s Allowance Applications

18/10/2016WRO00200310. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of a claim 
for carer’s allowance (details supplied). [30245/16]

18/10/2016WRO00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Carer’s Allowance (CA) is in 
payment to the person concerned at the maximum rate for the provision of full-time care and 
attention to her son.  It is in payment to him since 4 June 2015.

CA can be paid at a higher rate if the person concerned is caring for a second care recipient.  
However, my department informs me that to date, no application has been received from the 
person concerned for any additional care recipients.

Accordingly, I have arranged for an application form (CR2) to issue, which the person 
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concerned should complete and return as soon as possible, in order that my Department may 
determine any further CA entitlements.  If the person in question has already submitted an ap-
plication in the past few days, there is no need to resubmit a new application and my Depart-
ment will be in touch in relation to the application in due course.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRO00350Household Benefits Scheme

18/10/2016WRO00400311. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will consider 
reinstating the telephone allowance in the household benefits package; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30246/16]

18/10/2016WRO00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The overall concern in recent 
years has been to protect the weekly social welfare rates.  Expenditure on pensions at approx. 
€6.976 billion is the largest block of expenditure in the Department in the Estimate for 2016, 
representing approximately 35% of overall expenditure.  Due to demographic changes, my 
Department’s spending on older people is increasing year on year.  Maintaining the rate of the 
State pension and other core payments is critical in protecting people from poverty.

The decision to discontinue the telephone allowance was estimated to provide annual sav-
ings of €48 million.  These savings meant that my Department was able to retain the other 
valuable elements of the household benefits package such as the electricity and gas allowance 
and the television licence.  My Department will spend approximately €228 million this year on 
these elements of the household benefits package for over 420,000 customers. 

The cost of the telephone allowance scheme had risen significantly each year, as the num-
ber of eligible customers grew, arising from the increased number of pension recipients. In 
2007 there were some 316,000 people receiving the telephone allowance compared to almost 
396,000 at the end of September 2013, an increase of 25%, or an average increase of nearly 4% 
per annum.

The Government is keenly aware of the impact of Budget decisions on the Department’s 
clients, and strives to ensure that the money available is targeted in the most effective way.  In 
Budget 2016, the first increase in the basic rate of the State pension in seven years was given.  
This has increased the personal rate of the non-contributory pension to €222, and that of the 
contributory pension to €233.30.  There was also a €2.50 increase in the rate of the Fuel Allow-
ance, from €20 to €22.50 per week.

In Budget 2017, it was announced that there will be a further increase in the rate of State 
pensions, by €5, which will increase the maximum personal rate of the State pension (contribu-
tory) to €238.30 in March of next year.

Therefore, over the past two Budgets, the maximum weekly rate for State Pensions has 
increased by €8 per week, which is the equivalent of over €34 per month.  The value of these 
increases is in excess of the value of the telephone allowance previously provided.

I am informed that, according to the most recent Consumer Price Index figures, there was 
slightly negative inflation in the 12 months to August 2016.

Any decision to restore the telephone allowance would have to be considered in the context 
of next year’s overall budgetary negotiations.  On this occasion, the Government has concen-
trated resources on increasing the rate of the pension, rather than on the Household Benefits 
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package.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRO00550Departmental Legal Services

18/10/2016WRO00600312. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 446 of 27 September 2016, if he will reconcile the reply he provided with a 
claim subsequently made to this Deputy’s office via social media, that Scope has been legally 
represented by the Chief State Solicitor’s Office and a person (details supplied) in at least one 
previous appeal similar to the one described in the question, and that the reason for seeking this 
representation was because the appellants were like a case (details supplied) accompanied by 
legal representation. [30259/16]

18/10/2016WRO00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): With appeals involving Scope 
decisions, the parties to the appeal are the employer, employee or self-employee.  My Depart-
ment outlines the decision made by its deciding officers and the basis for the decision, after 
which the parties to the appeal present evidence to the Appeals Officer who makes the final 
decision.

Legal advice is available to Scope decision makers from the Department’s legal advisory 
service.

In the case referred to the by the Deputy, my Department does not consider it necessary or 
appropriate to engage counsel for the appeal hearing.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRO00750Social Welfare Appeals

18/10/2016WRO00800313. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an ap-
peal by a person (details supplied); when the person can expect to receive a decision from his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30260/16]

18/10/2016WRO00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 28 
July 2016.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these 
papers have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to an 
Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRO00950Carer’s Allowance Appeals

18/10/2016WRO01000314. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress of an 
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appeal regarding his Department’s decision on a carer’s allowance for a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30310/16]

18/10/2016WRO01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Carer’s allowance (CA) was in 
payment to the person concerned up to 3 August 2016 in respect of two care recipients.

CA is a means tested social assistance payment, made to persons who are providing full-
time care and attention to a person who has a disability such that they require that level of care.

A person can be considered to be providing full-time care and attention where they are en-
gaged in employment, self-employment or on training courses outside the home for a maximum 
of 15 hours per week, provided that they can show to the satisfaction of a deciding officer that 
adequate care has been provided for the care recipient in their absence.

Following a review, it was decided that the circumstances of the person concerned had 
changed and that she was no longer entitled to CA with effect from 1 January 2015, as she was 
working outside the home for more than 15 hours per week.

This decision created a debt owing to my department for the period from 1 January 2015 to 
3 August 2016.

The person concerned was notified on 30 August 2016 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of her right of review or appeal.

The person concerned has requested a review.  As part of that review, additional information 
was requested from the person concerned on 4 October 2016.  Once the information is received, 
the review will be processed and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRO01150Respite Care Grant

18/10/2016WRO01200315. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the extent to 
which respite care and respite care grants can be restored in the current year, with particular ref-
erence to the needs of parents and children throughout north Kildare and the rest of the country; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30328/16]

18/10/2016WRO01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): While the primary responsibility 
for providing respite care lies with the Department of Health and the Health Service Executive, 
my Department continues to empower and support carers in their caring role through its pay-
ment of the Carer’s Support Grant (CSG) formerly known as the Respite Care Grant (RCG).  
This grant has not ceased or been curtailed in any way.

The grant is paid automatically to people in receipt of Carer’s Allowance, Carer’s Benefit, 
and Domiciliary Care Allowance.  Other people who are not in receipt of a social welfare pay-
ment but who are providing full time care and attention are also eligible and can apply for the 
grant to a stand-alone CSG section.  The stand-alone grant is not subject to a means test.  The 
grant is paid annually on the first Thursday in June and it is expected that in excess of 90,000 
grants will be paid in 2016 at an estimated cost of €157.6 million.

The name was changed from the Respite Care Grant to the Carer’s Support Grant in Budget 
2016 to ensure that carers are empowered to use the grant in a manner that suits their individual 
circumstances, which may include providing for a respite from their caring duties.  During the 
economic crisis this payment had been reduced by €325, in Budget 2013, in order to protect the 
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core weekly welfare payments which people receive, including disability payments, pensions 
and Carer’s Allowance.  The amount of the CSG was increased by €325 to €1,700 in Budget 
2016.

Total Expenditure on grants to carers (Carer’s Allowance, Carer’s Benefit, Domiciliary Care 
Allowance and Carer’s Support Grant) increased from just under €752 million in 2010 to over 
€877 million in 2015.  This represents an increase of €125 million or 16.6 %.  The estimated 
expenditure on these schemes for 2016 is in excess of €911 million.

Just to make it clear to the Deputy the CSG grant has not ceased or been curtailed in any 
way.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy 

18/10/2016WRO01350Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

18/10/2016WRO01400316. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the payments 
which remain outstanding in respect of jobseeker’s allowance in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30340/16]

18/10/2016WRO01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As advised in the reply to the 
Deputy’s most recent questions in this matter (Ref: 17871-16 & 25020-16), the person con-
cerned received their jobseeker’s allowance payment on the 21 June 2016, including any arrears 
that were due from the date of their claim.  Child dependant allowances were not payable to the 
claimant for the period they were out of the family home as these payments had been previously 
been paid to another customer of the department within the household. 

If the person concerned wishes to make an application for payment for the period he was out 
of the family home, he will be required to provide clarification as to their residency and circum-
stances prior to the 23rd of May, in order to establish whether an entitlement to a jobseeker’s 
payment existed for that period.  If this requested clarification is provided we will be in a posi-
tion to make a decision in respect of this earlier period.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRO01550Pension Provisions

18/10/2016WRO01600317. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Social Protection his plans to address 
the existing situation whereby some public sector workers must retire at 65 years of age but 
cannot qualify for the old age pension until 67 years of age; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30385/16]

18/10/2016WRO01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Social Welfare and Pensions 
Act 2011 provided that State pension age will be increased gradually to 68 years.  This began 
in January 2014 with the abolition of the State pension (transition) available from 65 for those 
who satisfied the qualifying conditions, thereby standardising State pension age for all at 66 
years, which is the current State pension age. This will increase to 67 in 2021 and to 68 in 2028.  
The changes introduced in 2011 were on foot of a Government commitment included in the Na-
tional Recovery Plan published in 2010, and in the subsequent Memorandum of Understanding 
with the EU/ECB/IMF

Each year more people are living to pension age and living longer in retirement.  As a result 
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of this demographic change, the number of State pension recipients is increasing by approxi-
mately 17,000 annually.  This has significant implications for the future costs of State pension 
provision which are currently increasing by close to €1 billion every 5 years.  The purpose of 
changes to the State pension age is to make the pension system more sustainable in the context 
of increasing life expectancy. 

The Deputy should note that there is no legally mandated retirement age in the State, and 
the age at which employees retire is a matter for the contract of employment between them and 
their employers.  The Department of Public Expenditure & Reform is responsible for the terms 
and conditions of employment and pensions of public servants, including the age at which they 
may be required to retire.  

I am informed by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform that the specific com-
pulsory retirement age and minimum pension age provisions which affect individual public 
servants will reflect their particular employment sector and time of original recruitment.  How-
ever, I understand that such public servants will, generally, be paid a public service pension 
upon reaching their respective retirement age, whether or not they have reached the age which 
applies for the State pension.  

Whether someone will qualify for a State pension at age 66, or for an alternative social pro-
tection payment aged 65, will depend on a number of factors, including their personal circum-
stances.  In particular, it will depend upon whether their PRSI contributions were at the full rate 
- which provides for State pension coverage - or at a modified rate which does not, and which 
would often be associated with public servants.

There are specific measures which apply to someone claiming jobseeker’s benefit from a 
date after their 65th birthday.  Where qualified, these recipients may continue to be eligible for 
that payment until reaching pension age.  

An interdepartmental group on fuller working lives was chaired this year by the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform, and it reported in August.  Any question regarding the retire-
ment age of public servants, and their public service pension arrangements, may be addressed 
to the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRO01750Carer’s Allowance Appeals

18/10/2016WRO01800318. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will expedite a 
carer’s allowance review for a person (details supplied). [30409/16]

18/10/2016WRO01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I confirm that my department 
received an application for carer’s allowance (CA) from the person concerned on 4 September 
2015.

CA is a means-tested social assistance payment, made to persons who are providing full-
time care and attention to a person who has a disability such that they require that level of care.

A person can be considered to be providing full-time care and attention where they are en-
gaged in employment, self-employment or on training courses outside the home for a maximum 
of 15 hours per week, provided that they can show to the satisfaction of a deciding officer that 
adequate care has been provided for the care recipient in their absence.
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It has been decided that this condition has not been satisfied.  

The person concerned was notified on 14 August 2016 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of his right of review and appeal.

A review of this decision was requested and the outcome is that there is no change to the 
original decision.  The person concerned was notified of this on 12 October 2016. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRO01950Invalidity Pension Applications

18/10/2016WRO02000319. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an applica-
tion in respect of a person (details supplied) under the invalidity pension scheme. [30410/16]

18/10/2016WRO02100Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are permanently incapable of work because 
of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social insurance (PRSI) contribution 
conditions. 

The department received a claim for IP for the gentleman referred to on 03 August 2016.  
He was refused IP on the grounds that the medical conditions for the scheme were not satisfied.  
He was notified on the 17 October 2016 of this decision, the reasons for it and of his right of 
review and appeal.   

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRO02150Carer’s Allowance Applications

18/10/2016WRO02200320. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an applica-
tion by a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary under the carer’s allowance scheme. 
[30414/16]

18/10/2016WRO02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): An application for carer’s allow-
ance (CA) was received from the person concerned on 5 August 2016.

The application was awarded to the person concerned on 14 October 2016 and the first pay-
ment will issue to their nominated post office on 20 October 2016.  

Arrears of allowance due from 30 June 2016 to 19 October 2016 have also issued.

The person concerned was notified on 14 October 2016 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of her right of review and appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRO02350Invalidity Pension Applications

18/10/2016WRO02400321. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an applica-
tion by a person (details supplied) under the invalidity pension scheme. [30428/16]

18/10/2016WRO02500Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
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The lady referred to has been awarded the personal rate of invalidity pension (IP) with effect 
from 11 February 2016.  Payment will issue to her nominated bank account on the 03 November 
2016 and she was notified of this decision on the 14 October 2016.

She has claimed an increase for a qualified adult (IQA), qualified child(ren) (IQC) and the 
fuel allowance.  On the 13 October 2016, further information was requested in order to assess 
eligibility for the IQA, IQC and fuel allowance.  As soon as this information has been received, 
she will be notified with regard to her entitlement to these allowances.  

Any arrears due from 11 February 2016 to 02 November 2016 (less any overlapping social 
welfare payment and/or outstanding overpayment) will issue in due course.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRO02550Disability Allowance Applications

18/10/2016WRO02600322. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an applica-
tion by a person (details supplied) under the disability allowance scheme. [30435/16]

18/10/2016WRO02700Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): I 
confirm the department received an application for disability allowance (DA) on 6 July 2016.  
On 22 September 2016 the person concerned was requested to supply supporting documenta-
tion required by the deciding officer in order to make a decision on his eligibility.  

In order to determine the circumstances of the person concerned, his file was forwarded 
to his local Social Welfare Inspector (SWI).  The SWI will arrange to meet with the person in 
question as soon as possible.

A decision on his entitlement to DA will be made on receipt of the Social Welfare Inspec-
tor’s report.  The person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

18/10/2016WRO02750Child Benefit Eligibility

18/10/2016WRO02800323. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Social Protection if he has considered 
the position of children who were over five years of age when they started primary school and 
are therefore 19 years old in sixth year, assuming they have done transition year, and so are not 
eligible for children’s allowance although they are not working and have no means to support 
themselves while at school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30443/16]

18/10/2016WRO02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Child Benefit is currently paid to 
around 619,000 families in respect of some 1.2 million children, with an estimated expenditure 
in the order of over €2 billion in 2016.  Child Benefit is an important source of income for all 
families and in Budget 2016 the Government increased Child Benefit by €5 per month, at a cost 
of €72 million.

Budget 2009 reduced the age for eligibility for Child Benefit from 19 years to less than 18 
years.  

Families on low incomes can avail of a number of provisions to social welfare schemes that 
support children in full-time education until the age of 22, including:

- qualified child increases (IQCs) with primary social welfare payments;
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- family income supplement (FIS) for low-paid employees with children;

- the back to school clothing and footwear allowance for low income families (paid at the 
full-time second level education rate). 

These schemes provide targeted assistance that is directly linked with household income and 
thereby supports low-income families with older children participating in full-time education.

18/10/2016WRO02950Personal Micro Credit Scheme

18/10/2016WRO03000324. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection if his attention has 
been drawn to an issue with the It Makes Sense personal micro-credit loan scheme which is 
being run in conjunction with his Department (details supplied); the status of the nationwide 
roll-out of the scheme; if he will provide an updated list of participating credit unions; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [30516/16]

18/10/2016WRO03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): A Personal Micro Credit Scheme 
providing for small scale loans by Credit Unions to borrowers who have difficulty accessing 
low cost credit has been piloted in 30 credit unions.  The loans under the scheme range from 
€100 to a maximum of €2,000, and have a maximum interest rate of 12% per annum.  Over 
1,200 loans have been drawn down under the Scheme during the pilot with an overall value of 
over €720,000.  The average individual loan value drawn down was €500.  The focus of the 
pilot scheme was social welfare recipients who availed of the loans from their Credit Union 
and were facilitated, with their consent, in the repayment of such loans through the Household 
Budgeting facility, operated by An Post.  The deductions from their weekly social welfare pay-
ments were then transmitted on to the relevant Credit Union.

The Programme for a Partnership Government provides for the roll-out and extension of 
the Personal Microcredit Scheme.  Following an evaluation of the pilot, the Implementation 
Group, which is chaired by my Department and comprises all relevant stakeholders, is working 
towards this aim.  Incremental progress is being made towards extending the geographical cov-
erage of the loan scheme through efforts to recruit Credit Unions to participate in the scheme.  
To help advance this aim, I have written to all Credit Union Chairpersons and Managers, to en-
courage participation.  A small number of credit unions previously involved in the pilot scheme, 
including the credit union concerned, have not progressed to national roll-out for a variety of 
reasons.  Ultimately, participation in the scheme is a matter for each individual Credit Union to 
consider and decide upon.

The list of credit unions offering the scheme is updated regularly and is available at the 
attached link www.itmakessenseloan.ie/participating-credit-unions and on the It Makes Sense 
Facebook page. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Question No. 325 withdrawn.

18/10/2016WRO03250Carer’s Allowance Appeals

18/10/2016WRO03300326. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of 
an appeal in respect of an application for carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
when the person can expect a decision. [30544/16]
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18/10/2016WRO03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I confirm that my department 
received an application for Carer’s Allowance (CA) from the person concerned on 2 February 
2016.  It is a condition for receipt of a CA that the person being cared for must have a disability 
whose effect is that they require full-time care and attention.

This is defined as requiring from another person, continual supervision and frequent assis-
tance throughout the day in connection with normal bodily functions or continuous supervision 
in order to avoid danger to him or herself and likely to require that level of care for at least 
twelve months.

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding officer 
decided that this evidence did not indicate that the requirement for full-time care was satisfied.

The person concerned was notified on 25 July 2016 of this decision, the reason for it and of 
her right of review and appeal.  The person concerned has requested a review of this decision 
and submitted additional evidence in support of her application.  The review is currently being 
processed and once completed, she will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRO03450Carer’s Allowance Applications

18/10/2016WRO03500327. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will expedite an 
application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30599/16]

18/10/2016WRO03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I confirm that my department 
received an application for carer’s allowance (CA) from the person concerned on 1 September 
2016.  As carers allowance is subject to a medical, means and other criteria it takes some time 
to process these applications. 

This application will be processed as quickly as possible and the person concerned will 
be notified directly of the outcome.  In the meantime, he is in receipt of another weekly social 
welfare support. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRO03650Departmental Funding

18/10/2016WRO03700328. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection when funding will 
be made available to an organisation (details supplied); his views on the negative impact the 
uncertainty regarding funding is having on this organisation’s ability to provide support to 
persons with disabilities to secure employment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30611/16]

18/10/2016WRO03800Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
The Government’s commitments to facilitating increased participation in employment for peo-
ple with disabilities are reflected in the Comprehensive Employment Strategy (CES) for People 
with Disabilities.  In support of these commitments, the Department of Social Protection pro-
vides a wide range of work related supports for people with disabilities.  These include the 
EmployAbility service, the Wage Subsidy Scheme, workplace adaptation grants and specialist 
training courses that are specially designed for people with disabilities.  These supports are 
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estimated to cost almost €44 million in 2016.

The Irish Association of Supported Employment is one of a range of community and vol-
untary groups that advocate policies and proposals that seek to support people with disabilities 
find and keep paid employment of their own choosing.  While I acknowledge the valuable con-
tribution that IASE is making in this area, the Department of Social Protection does not have a 
programme that provides core funding to national community and voluntary bodies. 

Funding of this nature is provided by the Department of Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government through the Scheme to Support National Organisations (SSNO).  This 
scheme provides multi-annual funding towards core costs of national community and volun-
tary organisations, with a focus on organisations that provide supports to those who are disad-
vantaged.  A new round of funding was advertised earlier this year for the period 2016-2019.  
However, I understand that IASE did not make an application for financial support under this 
round of funding. 

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRO03850Supplementary Welfare Allowance Applications

18/10/2016WRO03900329. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if supplementary 
welfare will be facilitated while awaiting a decision for disability allowance in the case of a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30736/16]

18/10/2016WRO04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): According to the records of this 
department, no recent application for a supplementary welfare payment with regard to the above 
issue has been received from the person concerned.  To facilitate this process an application 
form has been posted to the person concerned and includes the contact details for their local 
Community Welfare Service.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the deputy.

18/10/2016WRO04050JobPath Implementation

18/10/2016WRO04100330. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
persons served by the JobPath programme, especially in the Coolock and Kilbarrack employ-
ment exchanges in the Dublin Bay North constituency; the success of these persons in securing 
employment; the supports provided to older workers; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30764/16]

18/10/2016WRO04200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): JobPath is an employment ac-
tivation service that supports people who are long-term unemployed and those most at risk of 
becoming long-term unemployed to secure and sustain paid employment. 

Participants on JobPath receive intensive individual support to help them tackle barriers to 
employment and to assist them in finding jobs.  Each person is assigned to a personal adviser 
who assesses a person’s skills, experience, challenges and work goals.  The personal adviser 
works with the jobseeker to agree a personal progression plan that includes a schedule of activi-
ties, actions and job focused targets.  

Participants receive the JobPath service for a period of 12 months (which can be extended 
by up to six months to facilitate the jobseeker completing training programmes) or until such 
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time as they find employment whichever is the sooner. If the jobseeker secures employment 
during this period they will continue to receive support for at least three months and up to 
twelve months while in employment.

To date, some 63,000 jobseekers have been referred to the JobPath service and of these 
c.800 are from the Coolock and Kilbarrack Intreo Centres. Initial JobPath performance statis-
tics are expected to be finalised by the end of the year.  

My Department has put in place some special administrative provisions for older jobseekers. 
These provisions aim to help people during the transition from the labour force into retirement. 
These provisions recognise that older jobseekers may have more difficulty re-training and re-
entering the workplace if they lose their job when they are near to retirement age. People over 
65 who are claiming jobseeker’s benefit (JB), and who have at least 156 PRSI contributions, 
can continue to receive JB until their 66th birthday even if their claim is due to end before that 
date. A person claiming jobseeker’s benefit or allowance and aged 62 or over, is not currently 
required to engage with the compulsory activation process and is not subject to penalty rates 
for non-engagement. However, such jobseekers can voluntarily avail of a range of supports (for 
example, training or employment support programmes) if they so desire. A person, who turns 
62, is expected to complete the programme if already engaged in activation or currently taking 
part in an activation programme.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Questions Nos. 331 to 334, inclusive, answered with Question No. 303.

18/10/2016WRP00100Family Income Supplement Payments

18/10/2016WRP00200335. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if an overpay-
ment of family income supplement, FIS, can be reviewed in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30780/16]

18/10/2016WRP00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In order to be entitled to family 
income supplement (FIS) a person (inter-alia) must be working as an employee for at least 19 
hours per week/38 hours per fortnight.

The person concerned applied to renew their FIS claim in March 2016.  At that time a de-
ciding officer became aware that the person concerned was absent from the State and his em-
ployment between 15th October 2015 to 15th November 2015 and 8th December 2015 to 2nd 
February 2016.

He was contacted by letter on 11th May 2016 and advised that his entitlement to FIS during 
these periods was being reviewed.  He was invited to comment and/or provide further informa-
tion but he did not do so.

Further correspondence issued to the person concerned on 20th June 2016 advising that a 
revised decision had been made covering the periods of absence resulting in an overpayment 
which must be repaid to the Department.  He was notified of his right of appeal but he did not 
lodge an appeal within the time allowed.

Deductions from his weekly FIS payment commenced from 15th September 2016 in order 
to recoup the overpayment.

The revised decision may be reviewed by a deciding officer if the person in question sub-
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mits new evidence or facts material to the case and requests a review.

18/10/2016WRP00400Exceptional Needs Payment Applications

18/10/2016WRP00500336. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection further to his 
reply to Parliamentary Question No. 273 of 4 October 2016, the way it is expected that the 
balance can be made in the case of a person (details supplied), pending an application for an 
exceptional needs payment in respect of funeral expenses; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30783/16]

18/10/2016WRP00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): An application for financial as-
sistance in respect of funeral expenses was received and a payment of €2000 was issued on 3rd 
October 2016.  A review of this application was subsequently undertaken and following this 
review a further cheque payment of €500 issued on the 13th October 2016.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the deputy.

18/10/2016WRP00700Invalidity Pension Eligibility

18/10/2016WRP00800337. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection further to his 
reply to Parliamentary Question No. 154 of 5 October 2016, if a person (details supplied) quali-
fies for an invalidity pension following one year in receipt of disability allowance; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30785/16]

18/10/2016WRP00900Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are permanently incapable of work because 
of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social insurance (PRSI) contribution 
conditions.

To qualify for IP, claimants must have (inter-alia) at least 260 (5 years) paid PRSI contribu-
tions since entering social insurance and 48 contributions paid or credited in the last complete 
contribution year before the date of their claim.  Only PRSI classes A, E or H contributions are 
reckonable for IP purposes.

The gentleman referred to has been in receipt of disability allowance (DA) since the 03 
December 2014 at a reduced rate consequent on means.

According to the Department’s records, the person in question has no PRSI contributions 
paid or credited between 1998 and 2014.  That gap in his PRSI record means that he is not 
entitled to the award of PRSI credits for the period that he is receiving DA.  Therefore he does 
not satisfy the PRSI conditions for invalidity pension either now or at the time he originally 
qualified for DA.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRP01000Social Welfare Appeals Status

18/10/2016WRP01100338. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an 
appeal regarding the decision on a payment by a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [30794/16]
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18/10/2016WRP01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 14 
October 2016.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When 
these papers have been received from the Department, the case in question will be referred to 
an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

  Questions Nos. 339 to 343, inclusive, answered with Question No. 303.

18/10/2016WRP01800National Internship Scheme Administration

18/10/2016WRP01900344. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Social Protection his plans to 
increase the weekly payment to JobBridge participants; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30939/16]

18/10/2016WRP02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As part of Budget 2017, I an-
nounced an increase of €5 in all maximum weekly payments for jobseekers, lone parents and 
people with disabilities, with proportionate increases for people in receipt of reduced rate pay-
ments.  These increases will also be paid to JobBridge participants.  The increases will be pay-
able from March 2017.

I have already stated that I plan to replace JobBridge in response to criticisms of the scheme 
and the much improved economic and labour market conditions.  It is important that the design 
of any new scheme be informed by the best available evidence.  That is why I was waiting for 
the results of the independent evaluation of JobBridge by Indecon International Research in 
association with London Economics before finalising the design of any replacement scheme.  I 
also asked the Labour Market Council for its views.

The Indecon report will be published today, along with the Labour Market Council’s ob-
servations, and I will then announce my own proposals for a new work placement programme.

  Question No. 345 answered with Question No. 303.

18/10/2016WRP02200Passport Application Refusals

18/10/2016WRP02300346. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the reason a 
person (details supplied) is being denied an Irish passport, given that her siblings were granted 
Irish passports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30434/16]

18/10/2016WRP02400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): All passport appli-
cations are subject to the provisions of the Passports Act, 2008, as amended (the Act).  The Act 
requires that a person must be an Irish citizen before a passport can issue to him or her.

The person in question has applied for a passport.  However, her entitlement to Irish citi-
zenship under the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act, 1956 (as amended), is the subject of 
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a request for clarification to the Department of Justice and Equality, which is responsible for 
citizenship legislation.  The application cannot be finalised to passport issue until the response 
is received.

It should be noted that the Passport Service has been in contact with the parents of the ap-
plicant and they have been advised of the situation.

18/10/2016WRP02500Ministerial Meetings

18/10/2016WRP02600347. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the dip-
lomatic contacts and-or bilateral he has arranged or meetings he has attended to highlight the 
plight of civilians in Aleppo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30368/16]

18/10/2016WRP02700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I attended the EU 
Foreign Affairs Council yesterday, at which the crisis in Aleppo was discussed in depth.  I also 
discussed the situation in Syria and Aleppo in my meetings with EU and other international 
partners at the UN last month, as well as with UN Secretary-General Ban.

From the outset of the Syrian conflict, Ireland has been clear that we believe that this is a 
crisis of political legitimacy and that only a political solution will be viable and sustainable.  
We are clear that this must be “Syrian-owned and Syrian-led”.  We have also been consistent in 
condemning the pattern of systematic violence against civilians, in which 100,000s have been 
killed and millions more wounded or forced to flee violence and terrorism.  We have called for 
the protection of all civilians from military force and terrorism and the unimpeded provision of 
humanitarian assistance to populations in need and full accountability on behalf of the victims 
of crimes under international law.

It is clear from a wide range of reports that the Assad regime has been overwhelmingly 
responsible for the deaths of Syrians since the beginning of the uprising in March 2011.  The 
Commission of Inquiry established by UN Human Rights Council has reported findings of 
evidence that the Assad regime may have committed war crimes and crimes against humanity.  
The excessive, disproportionate and indiscriminate use of military force against the besieged 
population of Aleppo is a clear violation of international law.

Ireland’s concerns have been directly conveyed in the clearest terms to the Russian authori-
ties at my direction.  On behalf of the Irish people, I urge Russia to use all its influence in Syria 
to end these inhumane actions against a defenceless civilian population.

Ireland has repeatedly called for the situation in Syria to be referred to the International 
Criminal Court.  The suffering of the besieged population in Aleppo underlines both the ur-
gency and importance of ensuring accountability for those responsible for these actions.

The attacks have rightly appalled people across Ireland and around the world.

As a Government we have placed huge emphasis on doing what we can to alleviate the 
suffering of the Syrian people, through provision of humanitarian aid.  Earlier this month I 
approved €1.5 million for the ICRC for their work inside Syria and €1 million to UNRWA for 
Palestinian refugees affected by the Syria crisis which, combined with our recent disbursement 
of €5M to the Turkey Refugee Facility, brings our total contribution to the Syrian crisis to €62M 
since 2012.

18/10/2016WRP02800Brexit Issues
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18/10/2016WRP02900348. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the voting ma-
jority required within the European Council or Parliament to agree any negotiated conclusions 
following the invoking of Article 50 of the Treaty on European Union. [30447/16]

18/10/2016WRP03000349. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the expected 
role of the European Parliament negotiations following the invoking of Article 50 of the Treaty 
on European Union. [30448/16]

18/10/2016WRP03100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 348 and 349 together.

Article 50 of the Treaty on European Union sets the framework for a Member State leaving 
the EU.

The article provides that when the terms have been negotiated between the EU and the 
departing State, the Council concludes the agreement, acting by a qualified majority, after ob-
taining the consent of the European Parliament.  Ratification by national parliaments is not 
required.

A qualified majority for the purposes of Article 50 is defined with reference to Article 238(3)
(b) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union: at least 72% of the members of the 
Council representing the participating Member States (not to include the departing State), com-
prising at least 65% of the population of these States.  These thresholds are somewhat higher 
than those which apply to QMV in the normal legislative process.

I would also note that any agreement on future relations between the EU and the UK would 
very probably, depending on the matters covered, require unanimous agreement among the 
Member States and ratification by national parliaments.

Under the consent procedure, the European Parliament may accept or reject a proposed act 
by the majority of votes cast.

While, beyond the consent procedure, Article 50 provides no formal role for the European 
Parliament in the negotiations, on 8 September the Parliament’s Conference of Presidents ap-
pointed Guy Verhofstadt as its representative on Brexit matters.  I am confident that both the 
Council and the Commission appreciate the political importance of keeping the Parliament well 
briefed.

18/10/2016WRP03200Diplomatic Representation Expenditure

18/10/2016WRP03300350. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
cost of accommodation for all Irish diplomats worldwide, following on from recent news re-
ports on the high cost of the Irish ambassador’s residence in Japan, in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [30541/16]

18/10/2016WRP03400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The total figure 
for 2015 for accommodation for approximately 350 public servants posted overseas with their 
dependents to Ireland’s diplomatic missions is €12,761,000.  The figure spent to date in 2016 is 
€9,556,000.  These figures include the rental costs of official accommodation for Heads of Mis-
sion and the rent reimbursements provided to other officers where necessary.  These figures also 
include certain costs which will be charged back to other Departments, as the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade oversees the posting of officers seconded in from other Departments 
to serve at our missions overseas, e.g. at the Permanent Representation in Brussels.
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There is currently a total of forty-eight properties rented by the State for Heads of Mission 
abroad - seven under Vote 27 and forty-one under Vote 28.  These normally serve as both homes 
and as locations for Irish community, business and cultural promotional events to advance Ire-
land’s strategic interests.  In this the Embassies frequently partner with State Agency partners.

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade also provides officers who serve the State 
abroad with rent reimbursements to enable them to rent suitable accommodation at post if re-
quired.  Rent reimbursement is only provided to officers who are not eligible to reside in State-
provided accommodation.

Officers receiving rent reimbursement remain personally responsible for all payments in 
respect of beneficial services such as heating, electricity, telephone, internet, etc. in the same 
manner as would apply when they are based in Ireland.

Rent reimbursements are fixed for the duration of an officer’s assignment abroad, apart 
from provisions provided for in leases for mandatory cost of living index increases.  Fluctua-
tions occur due to currency changes and some rents may be paid over a 2 year period instead of 
monthly, based on local requirement.

The Department uses an independent advisory service to provide advice on appropriate rent 
levels in the locations in which it is based around the world.  The primary criterion in assessing 
rent reimbursement level is the size of an officer’s family.  Other possible considerations would 
be to ensure safe and secure locations, proximity to schools and the Mission, as well as general 
health and safety concerns.  Assessments are also made as to the representational/promotional 
work associated with particular posts and if the property is likely to be frequently used for pro-
motional work.

Many of our officers posted abroad are accompanied by their family, an important require-
ment which must be taken into account when determining an officer’s rent ceiling.  Staff num-
bers posted abroad fluctuate during the year, as staffing requirements can change.

Cost of Accommodation Officers at Irish Missions Overseas

Year Vote 27 Vote 28 Total
2015 €1,528,000 €11,233,000 €12,761,000
2016 (to date) €1,274,000 €8,282,000 €9,556,000

Ireland’s approach to these issues is broadly consistent to that taken by comparable EU 
foreign ministries.

18/10/2016WRP03500Diplomatic Representation Expenditure

18/10/2016WRP03600351. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
total cost of Ireland’s diplomatic service in 2016, in tabular form; the levels of salary of ambas-
sadors, first secretaries, consuls and other key ranks in his Department; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30542/16]

18/10/2016WRP03700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Ireland’s diplo-
matic service abroad consists of a network of 80 diplomatic and consular offices, often called 
“missions”.  The network consists of 61 Embassies, 7 multilateral Missions, 11 Consulates 
General and one Representative Office.  The size and scale of our diplomatic network is con-
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sidered by the Government on an ongoing basis having regard to clear national priorities and 
available resources, and must be on the basis of an anticipated and ongoing significant return 
for the State.  In addition to the country of primary accreditation, many Embassies also cover 
additional countries which enhances the cost-effectiveness of external representation.

As a small open economy, heavily dependent on exports, a strong diplomatic network over-
seas is critically important.  The Department of Foreign Affairs was given additional trade re-
sponsibilities in 2011 and its title was changed to the ‘Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade’ 
to reflect this.  Ambassadors and their teams play an active role in trade, assisting businesses, 
working with State agencies, and building important networks for Ireland.  The value of Irish 
goods exports alone in 2015 was €111,038m, a 20% increase on 2014.  Ambassadors chair Lo-
cal Market Teams in the 27 priority markets.

My Department, through the Mission network, performs a wide range of functions in sup-
port of Ireland’s foreign policy interests.  These include representing and advancing govern-
ment policies with other states and in international organisations, in particular the EU and the 
UN; economic, trade and cultural promotion; frontline consular and passport services to our 
citizens overseas; engaging with and supporting Irish communities abroad, and managing Ire-
land’s overseas development programmes in Ireland’s key partner countries.  The Department 
and Missions work in close coordination with the State Agencies towards the advancement of 
Irish business and economic interests.

While the total cost of Ireland’s diplomatic service for 2016 is not available yet, the total 
cost of running our Missions abroad in 2015, the most recent year for which full year figures 
are available, was €95,334,563.  This total includes the costs incurred in the Mission network 
and costs incurred at HQ which are directly attributed to Missions, such as salaries of officers 
posted abroad.

All our diplomats are civil servants; they are paid by the State and, as PAYE workers, are 
subject to the normal tax and social security obligations of civil servants.  The salary scales for 
all civil servants are determined by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  The 
grades of officers serving as Ambassador abroad range from First Secretary upwards and the 
salary scales for the relevant grades are set out in the following table:

Pay scales with effect from 1 July 2013

Grade Scale
SECRETARY GENERAL I €185,350
SECRETARY GENERAL II €176,350
SECRETARY GENERAL III €167,300
DEPUTY SECRETARY €156,380
ASSISTANT SECRETARY €119,572; €124,917; €130,706; €136,496
COUNSELLOR/PRINCIPAL (HIGHER) €81,080; €84,247; €87,425; €90,591; €93,297; 

€96,148A; €98,995B
PRINCIPAL €75,647; €78,670; €81,676; €84,706; €87,258; 

€89,906A; €92,550B
FIRST SECRETARY/ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
(HIGHER)

€65,000; €66,531; €68,893; €71,244; €73,600; 
€74,973; €77,275A; €79,552B

FIRST SECRETARY/ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL €61,966; €64,257; €65,000; €65,000; €67,074; 
€68,293; €70,416A; €72,546B

Pay scales for established officers appointed on or 
after the 6th April 1995

 

SECRETARY GENERAL I €185,350
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Grade Scale
SECRETARY GENERAL II €185,350
SECRETARY GENERAL III €175,877
DEPUTY SECRETARY €161,5521
ASSISTANT SECRETARY €125,761; €131,385; €137,481; €143,535
COUNSELLOR/PRINCIPAL (HIGHER) €85,127; €88,454; €91,798; €95,135; €97,981; 

€100,977A; €103,976B
COUNSELLOR/PRINCIPAL €79,401; €82,587; €85,750; €88,936; €91,624; 

€94,410A; €97,194B
FIRST SECRETARY/ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
(HIGHER)

€67,434; €69,910; €72,391; €74,870; €77,304; 
€78,714; €81,109A; €83,510B

FIRST SECRETARY/ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL €65,000; €65,000; €66,040; €68,262; €70,479; 
€71,758; €73,995A; €76,224B

A. After 3 years’ satisfactory service at the maximum

B. After 6 years’ satisfactory service at the maximum

18/10/2016WRP03800Overseas Development Aid Data

18/10/2016WRP03900352. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the increase 
there will be in Ireland’s overseas development assistance, ODA, in 2017; and the percentage 
of gross national income, GNI, which will be spent on ODA in 2017. [30582/16]

18/10/2016WRP04000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Government 
has allocated a total of €651 million for Official Development Assistance (ODA) in 2017, an 
increase of €10 million on the 2016 allocation.

Of this total, €486 million will be managed by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
for the Irish Aid Programme.  A further estimated €165 million will come from other Govern-
ment Departments and Ireland’s share of the EU Development Co-operation Budget.

This allocation represents a very substantial investment of public funds in Ireland’s aid 
programme and is a clear indication of our commitment to increase allocations in a sustainable 
manner as resources permit.  As a result, over the seven years from 2011 to 2017, the Govern-
ment will have provided a total of just under €4.5 billion in development assistance, for the fight 
against poverty and hunger in the world.

Based on the current Department of Finance forecast for Gross National Product (GNP) in 
2017, this level of allocation for ODA is expected to deliver an ODA/ GNP percentage of ap-
proximately 0.29%.

18/10/2016WRP04100Middle East Issues

18/10/2016WRP04200353. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his attention 
has been drawn to LAW-TRAIN, which is a project to build a technological platform to unify 
the interrogation methodology between EU and Israeli police forces, and the fact that it is part 
of the Horizon 2020 EU funding cycle; his views on this grave case of the EU’s cooperation 
with Israel’s colonial military, police and security sectors; if his attention has been drawn to 
any plans for State institutions here to participate in the LAW-TRAIN advisory board; and if he 
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will seek the cessation of EU funding to the Israeli military and homeland security companies, 
as well as Israeli military and security institutions, within the Horizon 2020 framework, as a 
necessary step towards an EU policy that effectively promotes human rights and international 
law in the Palestine-Israel region. [30742/16]

18/10/2016WRP04300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Police cooperation 
with Israel, and other Middle Eastern countries, is very important in view of shared threats, 
including both terrorism and cyber crime.  This is a key priority, especially for those partners 
who have suffered such attacks in recent years.

Ireland and our EU partners have human rights concerns with many such countries in the 
region, not just with Israel, including on such matters as how information was obtained, and 
how it is used.  These are sensitive issues, and EU principles are maintained in negotiating these 
agreements.

The Europol agreement with Israel has been under discussion for some years now as a re-
sult, and remains a work in progress.  The details would be a matter for the Minister for Justice 
and Equality.

I am not aware of the specific ‘Law Train’ project mentioned by the Deputy, and I have 
asked for further information.  The material recently received by a number of Deputies did not 
give any suggestion that any Irish agency was taking part.

18/10/2016WRP04400Departmental Staff Remuneration

18/10/2016WRP04500354. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views on 
an issue (details supplied). [30803/16]

18/10/2016WRP04600Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I thank the Deputy 
for his question.  The Human Resources Unit in my Department will follow-up directly with the 
Deputy to resolve the individual’s queries.

18/10/2016WRP04700Syrian Conflict

18/10/2016WRP04800355. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his plans to 
help support Syrian refugees. [30958/16]

18/10/2016WRP04900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Ireland has consis-
tently called for an approach to the Migration crisis which addresses the root causes as well as 
the humanitarian challenges at the European level.  Last September, the Government agreed to 
accept 4,000 asylum seekers and refugees.  We have now resettled 486 refugees under the Irish 
Refugee Protection Programme established by the Government last year (target is 520 by end 
2016).  On Relocation, progress has been slow, as is has been for all EU partners.  To date, a 
total of 69 Syrians have come to Ireland from Greece, but it is hoped to increase this to 60-80 
people per month soon.

Ireland has provided €62 million in humanitarian assistance to Syria and the region since 
2012.  Our contribution to the EU Turkey Refugee Facility over the period 2016 – 2019 will be 
almost €23 million.  This fund aims to support Syrians and other refugees in Turkey by provid-
ing them with access to food, shelter, education, and healthcare.  We will also contribute €3 
million to the Emergency Trust Fund for Africa established last year.
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18/10/2016WRP05000Inniúlacht sa Ghaeilge sa Státseirbhís

18/10/2016WRP05100356. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Peadar Tóibín den an Aire Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe 
an bhfuil beartas earcaíochta faoi leith i bhfeidhm chun aon chuóta maidir le líon daoine a bh-
fuil cumas feidhmeach acu sa Ghaeilge, má tá a leithéid ann, a bhaint amach. 

 [30064/16]

18/10/2016WRP05200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Mar is eol 
don Teachta Dála, sa bhliain 2014, cheadaigh an Rialtas cur chuige nua chun tacú le cumas 
Gaeilge sa státseirbhís.

Faoin gcur chuige nua seo tá bearta chuireadh i bhfeidhm chun deireadh a chuir leis an 
bpolasaí maidir le marcanna bónais a bhronnadh as inniúlacht Ghaeilge in earcaíocht agus 
i gcomórtais d’arduithe céime sa státseirbhís nach raibh dírithe ar na spriocanna teanga atá 
leagtha amach ag an rialtas.

Faoin gcur chuige nua, tá bearta á dtabhairt isteach chun an cohórt de dhátheangaigh feidh-
miúla sa státseirbhís a mhéadú a fhéachann le líon na ndátheangach atá feidhmiúil sa Ghaeilge i 
leith earcaíochta agus, nuair is cuí, i leith comórtais d’arduithe céime, atá bunaithe ar inniúlacht.

Ó thaobh Pleanála Fórsa Oibre do na Ranna go léir, beidh sé riachtanach go sonrófar i 
bpleananna fórsa oibre gach Roinn amach anseo na poist/réimsí oibre ina mbeidh dátheangaigh 
feidhmiúla ag teastáil.  I gcomhréir le beartas an Rialtais, aithneofar i scéimeanna teanga de 
chuid na Roinne amach anseo faoi Acht na dTeangacha Gaeltachta 2012 na poist atá lonnaithe 
i gceantair Ghaeltachta nó ag freastal ar na ceantair sin.

Beidh an próiseas sin lárnach i gcinntiú go ndéanfar foráil dóthanach i gcomórtais earcaíochta 
agus arduithe céime idir-Rannacha a bheidh á reáchtáil ag an tSeirbhís um Cheapacháin Phoiblí 
do cheapacháin i bpoist ina dteastaíonn dátheangaigh feidhmiúla.  I gcás comórtais earcaíochta 
agus arduithe céime Rannacha, déanfar measúnú ar an riachtanas do dhátheangaigh feidhmiúla 
agus, nuair is gá agus is cuí, cuirfear fo-phainéal de dhátheangaigh feidhmiúla ar bun.

Chuireadh na socrúcháin nua i bhfeidhm in áit an scéim maidir le marcanna bónais a bhron-
nadh as inniúlacht Ghaeilge, a chuireadh i bhfeidhm daichead bhliain ó shin nuair a chuireadh 
deireadh le Ghaeilge éigeantach do phost sa Stáit Seirbhís.

Faoi na socraithe seo, nuair atá Gaeilge riachtanach don bpost, líonfar é le dhátheangaigh 
feidhmiúla.

18/10/2016WRP05300Brexit Issues

18/10/2016WRP05400357. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
his understanding of the current status of INTERREG and PEACE IV funding under the um-
brella of the Special EU Programmes Body, SEUPB, in view of the UK decision to leave the 
EU; if the total funding allocated for INTERREG and PEACE IV cross-Border projects will be 
delivered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30232/16]

18/10/2016WRP05500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Dep-
uty will appreciate, the decision of the UK to leave the EU will have significant implications 
for EU-funded cross-border programmes where one Member State is leaving the EU and the 
other is remaining.  Nevertheless, the Irish Government remains firmly committed to the full 
implementation of the two programmes.
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A key issue is the basis on which Letters of Offer can issue to programme beneficiaries in 
circumstances where the UK’s allocation under the European Regional Development Fund may 
not be available for the full period of the two programmes and for individual projects.  My of-
ficials are working with their counterparts in Northern Ireland and the Special EU Programmes 
Body to ensure that Letters of Offer are Brexit-proofed so that project beneficiaries can have 
confidence as to the basis of the financial and legal commitments they are being asked to enter 
into.

18/10/2016WRP05600Departmental Budgets

18/10/2016WRP05700358. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if, 
pursuant to his announcement following the 2013 budget, his Department has any continuing 
arrangement in place for oversight of health spending. [30720/16]

18/10/2016WRP05800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Dep-
uty is aware, managing the delivery of public services within Budgetary allocations is a key 
responsibility of each Minister and their Department, and measures are in place to help ensure 
that these budgetary targets continue to be met.

My Department is in regular communication with all Departments and Offices to ensure 
that expenditure is being managed within the overall fiscal parameters.  The drawdown of funds 
from the Exchequer is monitored against the published expenditure profiles.

There is regular reporting to Government on these matters, and information is published 
monthly, as part of the Exchequer Statement.  This includes regular consideration of expendi-
ture by the Cabinet Committee on Health and the Senior Officials Group on Health.

18/10/2016WRP05900Flood Prevention Measures

18/10/2016WRP06000359. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding the cleaning of a bridge; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30200/16]

18/10/2016WRP06100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The Office of Public Works (OPW) has maintenance responsibility only for those 
Catchment Drainage Schemes and Flood Relief Schemes completed by the OPW under the 
Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 and 1995.

The bridge on the Portmagee to Caherciveen Road does not form part of an arterial drainage 
scheme under the auspices of this Office and as such we have no responsibility for its mainte-
nance.

Local flooding issues are a matter, in the first instance, for each Local Authority to inves-
tigate and address, and Kerry County Council may carry out flood mitigation works using its 
own resources.

The Office of Public Works operates a Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protec-
tion Scheme.  This administrative Scheme’s eligibility criteria, including a requirement that any 
measures are cost beneficial, are published on the OPW website at www.opw.ie.  It is open to 
Kerry County Council to submit a funding application under the Scheme.  Any application re-
ceived will be considered in accordance with the overall availability of resources for flood risk 
management and the scheme’s eligibility criteria, available on the OPW website.



18 October 2016

315

18/10/2016WRQ00150Office of Public Works Projects

18/10/2016WRQ00200360. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
his plans for a new building (details supplied); if the OPW has carried out any preparatory 
works regarding this new building; if the site of the current building is suitable for a new build; 
the timeline of when this work will commence; when it is expected to be completed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [30257/16]

18/10/2016WRQ00300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): A submission has been received by the Office of Public Works (OPW) from the De-
partment of Transport, Tourism and Sport, requesting renovation of the facilities at the site of 
the Coastguard Station, Malin Head, Co. Donegal.

OPW is currently carrying out a technical assessment of the site.  The outcome of this as-
sessment will determine cost and the timetable for undertaking the works.

18/10/2016WRQ00350Public Sector Pensions

18/10/2016WRQ00400361. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the ar-
rangements for retired prison officers in respect of the post-1995 agreement; the body which is 
liable to provide the pension; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30372/16]

18/10/2016WRQ00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The pen-
sions of Prison Officers (and public servants generally) appointed on or after 6 April 1995, are 
integrated with the State pension.  For such officers the pension consists of: an occupational 
pension, which takes into account the State pension, and which is currently paid by the Payroll 
Shared Services Centre, and a State pension payable by the Department of Social Protection.

Where an officer is not entitled to a State pension or qualifies for less than the full State pen-
sion, a supplementary occupational pension may be payable, subject to certain criteria.

18/10/2016WRQ00550Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

18/10/2016WRQ00600362. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will recognise and implement the community employment supervisor-assistants pension claim 
(LCR19293) in view of the fact the issue has been ongoing since 1998 and is currently with the 
community sector informal forum and requires urgent resolution; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30411/16]

18/10/2016WRQ00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The issue of 
pension entitlements for Community Employment Scheme Supervisors and Assistant Supervi-
sors was the subject of a Labour Court recommendation in 2008.  The position is that although 
the employing bodies concerned are mainly funded by public expenditure programmes, the 
State does not have any role as an employer in this sector and the employees of such bodies are 
not public servants.

This matter together with other related issues is the subject of discussion at the Community 
Sector High Level Forum (or Working Group) (previously the Informal Forum) which com-
prises public service management and union interests and which was reconvened in the last 
quarter of 2015.  The forum met on 27 November 2015 and 11 April 2016.  Further meetings 
will be planned once a new Chair has been appointed.
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18/10/2016WRQ00750Departmental Staff Recruitment

18/10/2016WRQ00800363. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the ap-
pointment has taken place in his Department to the vacant position of assistant secretary, who 
was also chairperson of the high level forum, which as a consequence has not met for months; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30417/16]

18/10/2016WRQ00900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Public 
Appointments Service (PAS) on behalf of the Top Level Appointments Committee (TLAC) are 
currently running an open competition to fill the post of Assistant Secretary (Head of Remu-
neration, Pensions & Industrial Relations) within the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform.  The post was advertised on the Public Appointment Service website on Friday, 26th 
August 2016 and closing date for application was Thursday, 15th September 2016.  Further to 
this, shortlisting took place on 27th September 2016 and the successful candidates have now 
been invited to a preliminary interview. 

The Community Sector High Level Forum (or Working Group) which comprises public 
service management and union interests was reconvened in the last quarter of 2015.  The forum 
met on 27th November 2015 and 11th April 2016.  Further meetings will be arranged once a 
new Chair has been appointed.

18/10/2016WRQ00950Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

18/10/2016WRQ01000364. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
reconvene the meetings with the community sector informal forum in order to resolve outstand-
ing issues regarding the community employment assistant scheme (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [30418/16]

18/10/2016WRQ01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The issue of 
pension entitlements for Community Employment Scheme Supervisors and Assistant Supervi-
sors was the subject of a Labour Court recommendation in 2008.  The position is that although 
the employing bodies concerned are mainly funded by public expenditure programmes, the 
State does not have any role as an employer in this sector and the employees of such bodies are 
not public servants.

This matter together with other related issues is the subject of discussion at the Community 
Sector High Level Forum (or Working Group) (previously the Informal Forum) which com-
prises public service management and union interests and which was reconvened in the last 
quarter of 2015.  The forum met on 27 November 2015 and 11 April 2016.  Further meetings 
will be planned once a new Chair has been appointed.

18/10/2016WRQ01150Flood Relief Schemes Status

18/10/2016WRQ01200365. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the status of a revised application regarding the construction of a retaining wall (details sup-
plied); when a decision can be expected on same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30420/16]

18/10/2016WRQ01300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): I am advised by the Commissioners of Public Works that a revised application un-
der the Office of Public Works’ (OPW) Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection 



18 October 2016

317

Scheme has been received from Donegal County Council for a project at Coolyslin, Castlefinn, 
Lifford, Co Donegal.  The assessment of the application will have regard to the fact that Castle-
finn is an Area for Further Assessment under the North Western -  Neagh Bann CFRAM study 
and that under the draft Flood Risk Management Plan  the preferred option for Castlefinn in-
cludes measures to protect the property in question.  The application is currently being assessed 
and a reply will issue to Donegal County Council shortly.

18/10/2016WRQ01350Public Sector Staff Remuneration

18/10/2016WRQ01400366. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the way 
in which he has decided that a post in the public service attracts a financial gain compared to 
persons who are employed in current posts in the same public sector organisation (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30563/16]

18/10/2016WRQ01500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The recruit-
ment and appointment of Recruit Prison Officer is in accordance with the conditions of service 
attached to direct entry grades which excludes incremental credit for previous public service 
employment.  It is however the position that Prison Administration & Support Staff who are 
appointed to the Recruit Prison Officer grade will attract a range of payments in addition to 
their basic incremental scale salary including an operational allowance and an unsocial hours 
allowance which will result in their gross salaries exceeding their previous held salary at Prison 
Administration and Support Officer level.

18/10/2016WRQ01550Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

18/10/2016WRQ01600367. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the reason 
the claim for an appropriate pension scheme for community employment scheme supervisors 
and assistant supervisors remains unresolved after 14 years; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30576/16]

18/10/2016WRQ01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The issue of 
pension entitlements for Community Employment Scheme Supervisors and Assistant Supervi-
sors was the subject of a Labour Court recommendation in 2008.  The position is that although 
the employing bodies concerned are mainly funded by public expenditure programmes, the 
State does not have any role as an employer in this sector and the employees of such bodies are 
not public servants.

This matter together with other related issues is the subject of discussion at the Community 
Sector High Level Forum (or Working Group) (previously the Informal Forum)  which com-
prises public service management and union interests and which was reconvened in the last 
quarter of 2015.

18/10/2016WRQ01750Lansdowne Road Agreement

18/10/2016WRQ01800368. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
levels of pay restoration that will be given to Deputies, Ministers, Ministers of State and the 
Taoiseach under the Lansdowne Road agreement; when they will be paid; the amounts to be 
paid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30893/16]

18/10/2016WRQ01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Had-
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dington Road Agreement, underpinned by the FEMPI 2013 Act, brought in pay cuts for public 
servants earning €65,000 and over.  Under the Lansdowne Road Agreement (and the FEMPI 
Act 2015), pay restoration for those public servants on annualised remuneration up to €110,000 
will be in two equal phases, with the first phase due to take place on 1 April 2017 and the second 
on 1 January 2018.  Restoration will be in three equal phases for those on annualised remunera-
tion in excess of €110,000, with the first phase due to take place on 1 April 2017 and the remain-
ing phases on 1 April 2018 and 1 April 2019.  The table sets out the information requested by 
the Deputy.

 -  1 Jul. 2013 
(current)

1 Apr. 2017 1 Jan. 2018 1 Apr. 2018 1 Apr. 2019

TD €87,258 €89,965 €92,672 - -
Senator €65,000 €65,311 €65,621 - -
Taoiseach €185,350 €190,233 - €195,116 €200,000
Tánaiste €171,309 €175,674 - €180,039 €184,405
Minister €157,540 €161,451 - €165,363 €169,275
Minister of 
State

€121,639 €124,439 - €127,240 €130,042 

The Government have agreed that Members of the Government and Ministers of State will 
waive the amount due to them under pay restoration 2017, 2018 and 2019. 

18/10/2016WRQ01950Flood Relief Schemes

18/10/2016WRQ02000369. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
OPW’s flood relief works and plans in relation to the east Meath area specifically highlighting 
the Northlands Estate; the cost of such works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30919/16]

18/10/2016WRQ02100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): I am advised that construction will commence on the Northlands Estate, Bettystown 
Flood Relief works in late October 2016 with an estimated construction cost of €1.5m and will 
take an approximately 52 weeks to complete.

In 2016 to date the OPW has approved funding of €450,000 under the Office of Public 
Works’ (OPW) Minor Flood Mitigation Works & Coastal Protection scheme to Meath County 
Council for a project at Ashbourne, Co Meath.

The OPW carries out its own programme of Arterial Drainage Maintenance to a total of 
11,500km of river channel and approximately 730km of embankments nationally.  These main-
tenance works relate to arterial drainage schemes completed by the OPW under the Arteri-
al Drainage Acts 1945, whose purpose was primarily to improve the drainage of agricultural 
lands.  The OPW has a statutory duty to maintain the completed schemes in proper repair and in 
an effective condition.  The annual maintenance programme typically involves some clearance 
of vegetation and removal of silt build-up on an average five-yearly cycle.

During Quarter 4 2016 maintenance works will be carried out on approx 4km of the  Morn-
ington channel  and also the Northlands channel.

18/10/2016WRQ02150Budget 2017
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18/10/2016WRQ02200370. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
groups, persons or political representatives he has met in the context of planning budget 2017 
and the Finance Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30952/16]

18/10/2016WRQ02300371. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
groups, persons or political representatives officials from his Department have met in the con-
text of planning budget 2017 and the Finance Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30953/16]

18/10/2016WRQ02400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 370 and 371 together.

In the context of preparing the Estimates for Budget 2017, officials in my Department would 
have engaged intensively with officials from other Government Departments, Offices and pub-
lic bodies.  Departmental officials would also have attended certain bilateral meetings where I 
met Ministers with responsibility for other Departments.

In advance of Budget 2017, I met along with the Minister for Finance, a number of rep-
resentative organisations.  Officials from my Department also attended these meetings.  The 
representative organisations involved were IBEC, ICTU, the IFA, the ICMSA, the Construction 
Industry Federation and the Community and Voluntary Pillar. Representation at the meeting on 
behalf of the Community and Voluntary Pillar included:

- Community Platform;

- Irish Rural Link;Children’s Rights Alliance;

- The Wheel;

- Disability Federation of Ireland;

- National Youth Council of Ireland;

- Family Carers Ireland;

- Irish Senior Citizens Parliament;

- Social Justice Ireland;

- Age Action;

- Focus Ireland;

- Co-operative Housing Ireland;

- Irish National Organisation of the Unemployed; and

- Irish Council for Social Housing.

In addition there were other meetings I attended with officials from my Department with 
organisations including:

- the Construction Industry Federation; and

- the American Chamber of Commerce Ireland.

During September, I met with the Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform, 
and Taoiseach, and also the Committee on Budgetary Oversight.  I was accompanied by offi-
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cials from my Department.  The Deputy will appreciate the process leading to the publication of 
the Estimates on Budget Day is a very intensive involving extensive contact and discussions be-
tween my Department and other Departments.  Further detail in relation to engagements during 
the period leading up to the Budget is available in my diary and that of the Secretary General 
of my Department.  Both diaries are made available on the website of the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform: www.per.gov.ie/en/ministers-diary/www.per.gov.ie/en/secretary-gen-
erals-diary/.

Finally, the Regulation of Lobbying Act, 2015 provides for a web-based Register of Lob-
bying to make information available to the public on the identity of those communicating with 
designated public officials, including ministers, senior public officials and special advisers on 
specific policy, legislative matters or prospective decisions.

18/10/2016WRQ02450Public Sector Reform Implementation

18/10/2016WRQ02500372. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
has in place in his Department’s social policy and public sector reform division, any arrange-
ments for acting on recommendations of the Comptroller and Auditor General which have cross 
public service implications. [27014/16]

18/10/2016WRQ02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have in 
place in my Department in Government Accounting Unit robust and well-established arrange-
ments for responding to the recommendations of the Comptroller and Auditor General which 
have cross-public service implications.

As the Deputy will be aware, when the Comptroller and Auditor General makes a recom-
mendation relating to a Government Department or body under the aegis of a particular Gov-
ernment Department the recommendation is carefully considered and responded to in the first 
instance by the Accounting Officer of the individual/parent Government Department.

In his response the Accounting Officer of the particular Government Department will indi-
cate to the Comptroller and Auditor General whether or not he/she accepts the recommendation 
and the steps they will take to address the particular issues identified by the Comptroller and 
Auditor General in his report.

Subsequent to this when the Committee of Public Accounts concludes its examination of the 
accounts and reports of the Comptroller and Auditor General the Committee presents its own 
report to the Dáil on the report of the Comptroller and Auditor General.

Most reports of the Committee of Public Accounts require a formal response prepared by 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in consultation with the relevant Department 
and Office concerned.  This response known as the Minute of the Minister for Public Expendi-
ture and Reform responds briefly to each recommendation contained in the Report of the Com-
mittee of Public Accounts.

All recommendations of the Comptroller and Auditor General and the Committee of Pub-
lic Accounts are carefully considered.  This response known as the Minute of the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform indicates whether the recommendation is accepted, or rejected 
by the Minister.  When a recommendation is accepted, the response explains how it has been, 
or will be implemented by the particular Government Department.  When a recommendation is 
not accepted the reasons for this are set out in the response in order to assist the Committee of 
Public Accounts in determining whether they wish to write to the Minister for Public Expendi-
ture and Reform further on the matter.
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When the Minute of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform response has been 
sent to the Committee of Public Accounts it is then incorporated into a Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform Circular and circulated to the Accounting Officers of all Government 
Departments for their attention and any necessary action arising from the recommendations.

This process ensures that the recommendations of the Comptroller and Auditor General that 
have cross-public service implications are communicated widely across the public service to 
seek to ensure that all appropriate steps are taken in response to the Comptroller and Auditor 
General’s recommendations.

18/10/2016WRQ02650Public Sector Pay

18/10/2016WRQ02700373. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position regarding the commitment in the confidence and supply agreement and in the pro-
gramme for Government concerning the public sector pay commission. [30529/16]

18/10/2016WRQ02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The estab-
lishment of a Public Service Pay Commission to examine pay levels across the public service is 
a commitment in the confidence and supply agreement and in the Programme for Partnership 
Government.  In July, the Government agreed in principle to the establishment of a Public 
Service Pay Commission.  In line with this decision, my Department conducted a public con-
sultation about the role and methodology of the Commission.  Based on the outcome to this 
consultation and further considerations, I brought detailed proposals to Government yesterday 
and secured approval for the establishment of the Public Service Pay Commission on a non-
statutory basis.

I have now appointed Mr Kevin Duffy, former Chairman of the Labour Court, as Chairper-
son of the Commission.  I will be appointing six further Members of the Commission shortly.

The Commission will be advisory in nature, as Government must retain the ability to ne-
gotiate directly with its employees in respect of pay.  Its role will be to provide evidence based 
objective analysis on pay matters.

The Commission will provide an initial report to Government in Quarter 2 of 2017.  Specifi-
cally, the Commission will be asked to provide inputs on how the unwinding of the Financial 
Emergency Measures in the Public Interest legislation should proceed having regard to:

- The evolution of pay trends in the public and private sectors based on published data;

- A comparison of pay rates for identifiable groups within the public service with prevailing  
non-public sector market rates;

- International rates and comparisons where possible;

- The state of the national finances. 

18/10/2016WRQ02850Heritage Projects

18/10/2016WRQ02900374. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs when works are expected to begin and be completed at a location (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30539/16]
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18/10/2016WRQ03000Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The building in question is recorded on the NIAH with a regional rating.  It is 
also listed on the local authority’s Record of Protected Structures.  Under Part IV of the Plan-
ning and Development Act 2000, as amended, each planning authority is required to include 
a Record of Protected Structures (RPS) in its development plan.  Inclusion on the Record of 
Protected Structures places a duty of care on the owners and occupiers of protected structures 
and also gives planning authorities powers to deal with development proposals affecting them 
and to seek to safeguard their future.

There is a number of ways in which my Department acts in respect of possible heritage sites/
buildings deemed to be at risk.  Financial support has been provided by my Department through 
a number of structured schemes for the repair, conservation, preservation or safeguarding of 
protected structures, sites or monuments.  Such schemes are administered through the local 
authorities.  No application for funding has been received by my Department in respect of the 
structure in question.

I understand that the building in question is vested with the Representative Church Body 
and that a fence was erected a number of years ago by the local authority as a precautionary 
measure.

The local authority, in the first instance, can advise of funding available for conservation 
works to protected structures and it is advisable for both owners and interested parties to remain 
in contact with their local authority on an on-going basis regarding the on-going care and man-
agement of such historic assets.  

18/10/2016WRQ03050National Monuments

18/10/2016WRQ03100375. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs if her Department will consider adopting an abbey (details supplied) as a 
national monument; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30250/16]

18/10/2016WRQ03200376. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs the potential funding stream available from her Department or the EU that 
would support the safeguarding and restoration of an abbey (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [30254/16]

18/10/2016WRQ03300Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 375 and 376 together.

I am advised that my Department’s view is that the building in question may be considered 
a national monument within the meaning of the National Monument Acts.  Officials from my 
Department met with representatives of Donegal County Council and the local Historical So-
ciety on site in late 2015 to discuss the possibility of taking the monument into State owner-
ship.  My Department is currently assessing the feasibility of this proposal with the Office of 
Public Works.  The assessment will, in particular, include consideration of the availability of the 
funding and staffing resources necessary to address the conservation and ongoing maintenance 
needs of the site on a long-term basis.

In the meantime, local supporters could investigate other State financial supports available 
to assist the conservation and preservation of heritage structures.  The Heritage Council, which 
my Department funds, provides grants for the protection and preservation of the built heritage.  
It is a matter for the Heritage Council to decide how its funding should be allocated across the 
range of its research, education and conservation programmes, having regard to competing 
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priorities for limited resources.  The Council awarded funding of over €880,000 to 171 heritage 
projects nationwide under its 2016 Heritage Management Grant Scheme.  Further details of the 
Council’s grant schemes may be found on its website.

The funding available for 2016 through the Structures at Risk Fund and the Built Heritage 
Investment Scheme, both run by my own Department through the local authorities, has been 
fully allocated.  The Structures at Risk Fund covers conservation works to heritage structures, 
in both private and public ownership, which are protected under the Planning and Development 
Acts and are deemed to be at significant risk of deterioration.  It seeks to encourage the regen-
eration and reuse of heritage properties and to help to secure the preservation of protected struc-
tures which might otherwise be lost.  The Built Heritage Investment Scheme provides funding 
for the repair and conservation of protected structures and supports a significant number of proj-
ects across the country, providing employment in the conservation and construction industries 
while also helping to regenerate urban and rural areas.  While details have yet to be finalised 
as regards schemes for 2017, they are again likely to be operated through the local authorities.

18/10/2016WRQ03350Rural Broadband Scheme

18/10/2016WRQ03400377. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the progress made by the local and regional broadband taskforces and rural 
digital strategies she advised would be established to aid and accelerate the broadband network 
build in rural Ireland; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30406/16]

18/10/2016WRQ03500Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): In September, I established two Regional Broadband Action Groups to help sup-
port the roll out of rural broadband from next year.  The Broadband Action Groups comprise of-
ficials from my Department, the Local Government Management Agency and nominated staff 
from each Local Authority.  Both Groups met for the first time in the middle of September and 
will meet bimonthly for the foreseeable future.

The key objective in establishing these Groups is to ensure that each Local Authority is fully 
prepared to facilitate the winning bidder(s) to commence work as soon as the procurement pro-
cess for areas identified for State intervention under the National Broadband Plan is complete, 
and contracts have been signed next year.  This will be achieved by identifying barriers to the 
timely roll-out of broadband infrastructure and agreeing actions that can be taken to address 
those barriers.

Local Authorities are also working to identify priority connection points for the advance 
roll-out of telecommunications infrastructure in their counties.  These strategic connection 
points will help to ensure early access to broadband at premises that are otherwise only likely 
to be reached towards the end of the roll-out of the National Broadband Plan.

Work is also ongoing by Local Authorities in respect of the development of local digital 
strategies to ensure that once their counties are broadband enabled, they are capable of exploit-
ing the economic and social opportunity at their disposal.

18/10/2016WRQ03550Heritage Sites

18/10/2016WRQ03600378. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs the status of the purchase by the State of The Featherbeds in the Dublin mountains; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [30449/16]
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18/10/2016WRQ03700Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs (Deputy Michael Ring): Contractual negotiations in respect of the purchase of the 
lands at Glenasmole, which incorporate part of the area popularly known as ‘the Featherbeds’, 
are advanced and it is expected that they will be concluded shortly.  The Featherbeds are an 
important area for nature conservation and for public amenity.  Their acquisition is a sign of 
the State’s enduring commitment to preserving our natural heritage for future generations of 
citizens and visitors alike to enjoy.

18/10/2016WRQ03750Legislative Measures

18/10/2016WRQ03800379. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs the reason for the long delay in progressing the Heritage Bill 2016 through the 
Houses of the Oireachtas; when she expects the pilot programme on the new dates contained in 
the Bill for hedge cutting and gorse burning to commence; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [30450/16]

18/10/2016WRQ03900Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Heritage Bill 2016 passed its Second Stage reading in Seanad Éireann on 20 
January 2016 and is included in the Government Legislation Programme, which was published 
on 8 June 2016.  I have requested that this Bill would proceed to the Committee Stage in the 
Seanad as soon as possible and I am hopeful that a definite arrangement in this regard will be 
made shortly.

In relation to the burning and hedge cutting provisions in the Bill, Section 40 of the Wildlife 
Acts 1976, as amended, prohibits the cutting, grubbing, burning or destruction of vegetation, 
with certain strict exemptions, from 1 March to 31 August.  Following a review of Section 40, 
which involved, inter alia, consideration of submissions from interested parties, I announced 
proposals in December 2015 to introduce legislation to allow for managed hedge cutting and 
burning at certain times within the existing closed period on a pilot two year basis.  These provi-
sions are contained in the Bill.  The regulations specified in Sections 8(1) and 8 (2) of the Bill 
relating to the pilot two year period will be finalised following enactment of the Heritage Bill 
by the Oireachtas and taking account of consultations with relevant stakeholders in due course.  
In the meantime, the existing provisions relating to Section 40 of the Wildlife Acts are still in 
operation. 

18/10/2016WRQ03950Services for People with Disabilities

18/10/2016WRQ04000380. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which any 
improvements will be facilitated in the availability of post-school residential places for children 
and young adults with special needs in the coming years, with particular reference to ensuring 
the availability of sufficient such places to enable parents enter into employment in order to bet-
ter care for their children in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30322/16]

18/10/2016WRQ04100405. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which any 
improvements will be facilitated in the availability of post-school residential places for children 
and young adults with special needs in the coming years, with particular reference to ensuring 
the availability of sufficient such places to enable parents enter into employment in order to bet-
ter care for their children in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30321/16]

18/10/2016WRQ04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 380 and 405 together.
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The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  

18/10/2016WRQ04250Medicinal Products Licensing

18/10/2016WRQ04300381. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health the licensed importers here for the 
anti-malarial drug mefloquine; and the licensed distributors here for mefloquine. [30387/16]

18/10/2016WRQ04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The marketing authorisation for Lariam 
(active substance, mefloquine) was withdrawn from the Irish market by Roche Products Ltd, 
the marketing authorisation holder, in July 2016.  The reason Roche withdrew the authorisation 
was commercial.  As the marketing authorisation for this product has been withdrawn in Ire-
land, the product information for Lariam is no longer available on the Health Products Regula-
tory Authority website.

Prior to withdrawing the authorisation, Roche Products Limited, 6 Falcon Way, Shire Park, 
Welwyn Garden City, AL7 1TW United Kingdom was responsible for placing Lariam on the 
Irish market.  Roche was also responsible for the distribution of the product in Ireland and could 
contract any wholesaler, authorised by the HPRA, to distribute it in Ireland on their behalf.

Although Roche does not market Lariam in Ireland now, it is possible for it to be sourced 
from another EU member state by an authorised wholesaler, to be supplied to the order of a 
prescriber, to meet the special needs of their patients.  Products supplied in this way are known 
as ‘exempt medicines’ and are used under the direct responsibility of the prescriber.  Any Irish 
authorised wholesaler that sources exempt medicines is required to notify the HPRA.  Over 
the past three years there has been no notification to the HPRA of the sourcing of unauthorised 
(exempt) Lariam or other mefloquine containing product.

It is also possible for a prescriber to source an exempt medicine direct from an authorised 
wholesaler in another EU member state.  In that event, there is no legal obligation on the whole-
saler or the prescriber to notify the HPRA.

In relation to the request for the names of licensed importers of Lariam, the active substance 
in Lariam, mefloquine, is not controlled under the Misuse of Drugs Acts, so an import licence 
is not required for a medicine containing this substance.

18/10/2016WRQ04450Mental Health Services Staff

18/10/2016WRQ04500382. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the staffing levels for specialist 
mental health services for particular high-risk groups of children who require urgent attention; 
the number of mental health and intellectual disability consultants for children currently in-post 
throughout the country (details supplied). [30904/16]

18/10/2016WRQ04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.
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18/10/2016WRQ04650Legislative Programme

18/10/2016WRQ04700383. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the timescale he is working to 
for the taking of the Public Health (Alcohol) Bill 2015 in view of the fact that it has been pub-
lished since December 2015 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[31113/16]

18/10/2016WRQ04800470. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when it is intended that the Pub-
lic Health (Alcohol) Bill 2015 will be enacted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30565/16]

18/10/2016WRQ04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 383 and 470 together.

The Public Health (Alcohol) Bill remains a Government priority and a date of 26 October 
has been set for Committee Stage of the Bill in the Seanad.

The aim of the Bill is to reduce consumption to the OECD average by 2020 (i.e. 9.1 litres 
of pure alcohol per capita) and the harms caused by alcohol.  This is part of a suite of measures 
agreed by the Government in 2013 on foot of the recommendations in the Steering Group Re-
port on a National Substance Misuse Strategy.  The Bill is one of a number of measures being 
taken under the Healthy Ireland   Framework.

The Bill includes the following main provisions:

- minimum unit pricing;

- health labelling of alcohol products;

- the regulation of advertising and sponsorship of alcohol products;

- the regulation of sponsorship;

- structural separation of alcohol products in mixed trading outlets; and

- the regulation of the sale and supply of alcohol in certain circumstances.

18/10/2016WRQ04950Departmental Legal Cases

18/10/2016WRQ05000384. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the degree to which matters relating 
to the allegations of missing blood and other samples (details supplied) was addressed in the 
High Court on 18 June 2015. [30199/16]

18/10/2016WRQ05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): This issue was addressed in the High Court 
on 18 June 2015 when the Court was informed that a settlement had been reached whereby the 
Plaintiffs entered into an agreement to discontinue their claim against the State Defendants.

18/10/2016WRR00150Cancer Research

18/10/2016WRR00200385. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will increase the level of 
investment for cancer trials in the coming year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30201/16]
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18/10/2016WRR00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Since 2005, the Health Research Board 
(HRB), a statutory agency under the aegis of my Department, has invested approximately €53m 
in the development of a network of cancer clinical trials in hospitals across Ireland.

The aims of this initiative are to ensure that a significant proportion of patients have the 
option to participate in the latest clinical trials, to improve the quality of care and access to the 
latest therapies and to establish a coordinated approach to cancer trials.

The HRB funding is provided to Clinical Trials Ireland (CTI) to support clinical trials at 
hospital sites, as well as the CTI Group Central Office and a Statistics and Data Management 
Office based in Galway.  The HRB is committed to investing a further €8.995m in Clinical Tri-
als Ireland, and €1.284m in the Statistics and Data Management Office, in the three years from 
2016 to 2018.

18/10/2016WRR00350Cancer Screening Programmes

18/10/2016WRR00400386. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the details of the programme 
for mammography services at Sligo University Hospital over the next 12 months; the dates 
on which mammography services will be available in Tubbercurry, County Sligo and Sligo 
University Hospital over the next 12 months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30207/16]

18/10/2016WRR00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have been advised that the BreastCheck 
programme will return to Sligo before the end of November and will provide screening services 
there for approximately 6 months.  The BreastCheck mobile unit is scheduled to visit Tubber-
curry around September next year.

A mobile mammography service for breast cancer patients who are 5 years post treatment 
will also be located at Sligo University Hospital from 14 November for a period of approxi-
mately one week.  Letters outlining the service will issue to all eligible patients shortly.

It is envisaged that this mammography service will also be provided in Sligo twice during 
2017, for a period of up to one week per visit.  Approximately 250 patients per year will be of-
fered appointments.

18/10/2016WRR00550Hospital Appointments Status

18/10/2016WRR00600387. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment for assessment for a possible surgical treatment. [30208/16]

18/10/2016WRR00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.
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18/10/2016WRR00750Disability Allowance Payments

18/10/2016WRR00800388. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a HSE pay-
ment in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30210/16]

18/10/2016WRR00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I understand 
that the Health Service Executive (HSE) replied to the Deputy’s question of 16th September last 
regarding this case, on 27 September, 2016.  As the Deputy is unable to provide further details 
on this matter, the position as outlined by the HSE in their reply of the 27 September still stands.  
I will be happy to refer the matter further to the HSE should the Deputy obtain any additional 
details in relation to the case.

18/10/2016WRR00950Respite Care Services Provision

18/10/2016WRR01000389. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health his views on an identified need 
for additional adult respite accommodation and services in County Louth to cater for older 
adults living at home with older parents, young adults with challenging behaviour and further 
to facilitate families in emergency or crisis situations; if he will make funding available to pro-
vide such essential services in County Louth; when such additional services will be available to 
families in the county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30220/16]

18/10/2016WRR01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRR01150Health Products Regulatory Authority

18/10/2016WRR01200390. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Health the reason the Health Products 
Regulatory Authority has banned the sale of apricot kernels here with no evidence that this 
product can be dangerous (details supplied); and his views on the matter [30224/16]

18/10/2016WRR01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Apricot kernels contain the naturally oc-
curring plant toxin amygdalin, which converts to cyanide after eating.  Cyanide poisoning can 
cause nausea, fever, headaches, insomnia, thirst, lethargy, nervousness, joint and muscle aches 
and pains, and falling blood pressure.  In extreme cases, it can be fatal.

The Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) is the competent authority in Ireland for 
human medicines.  If the product information or promotional material for any specific brand of 
apricot kernels claimed that the product can treat or prevent disease in humans, it would have to 
be authorised by the HPRA as a medicinal product before being put on the Irish market.  There 
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are no medicines containing apricot kernels authorised by the HPRA and the HPRA does not 
endorse or support their use for the prevention or treatment of cancer.

However in many cases specific brands of apricot kernels will not make medicinal claims 
and may be marketed as foods.  Where apricot kernels are marketed as foods and do not make 
medicinal claims, they are regulated by the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) rather than 
the HPRA.  The HPRA is aware that the FSAI has advised consumers against eating apricot 
kernels due to the risk of cyanide poisoning and further information in this regard is available 
on the FSAI’s website:

https://www.fsai.ie/news_centre/press_releases/apricot_kernels_advice_12052016.html .

Any queries in relation to the marketing of apricot kernels as foods, the sourcing of foods 
from UK health stores, or the advice published on the FSAI website should be addressed to the 
FSAI as these aspects fall outside the remit of the HPRA.

18/10/2016WRR01350Hospital Appointments Status

18/10/2016WRR01400391. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will have an operation for scoliosis. [30225/16]

18/10/2016WRR01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly

18/10/2016WRR01550Hospital Appointments Status

18/10/2016WRR01600392. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be called for an appointment at Tullamore hospital. [30226/16]

18/10/2016WRR01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

18/10/2016WRR01750Medical Aids and Appliances Provision
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18/10/2016WRR01800393. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision 
of HSE equipment in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30233/16]

18/10/2016WRR01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRR01950Hospital Appointments Status

18/10/2016WRR02000394. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive an appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30237/16]

18/10/2016WRR02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

18/10/2016WRR02150Traveller Community

18/10/2016WRR02200395. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health his plans to meet with 
the Carrickmines steering committee to discuss the long-term needs of the survivors and be-
reaved family members of the tragic fire on 12 October 2015; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30244/16]

18/10/2016WRR02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): The Health 
Service Executive continues to work closely with Traveller Organisations and Agencies to en-
sure ongoing availability of psychological services for those affected by the tragedy and will 
continue to respond to any requests for services from families and extended families involved.   
The psychological and wider needs of the survivors and bereaved family members will con-
tinue to emerge over time and I am confident that this will continue to be monitored in line 
with the collaborative process currently in place via the Steering Committee and with the other 
agencies and organisations involved.  I recently responded to representations received from 
the Chairperson of the Carrickmines Steering Committee in which I set out the HSE’s ongoing 
commitment to the work of the Steering Committee.  I have offered to meet with the Chairper-
son of the Steering Committee if she feels that a meeting would be useful.

  Question No. 396 answered with Question No. 48.

18/10/2016WRR02450Nursing Staff Data

18/10/2016WRR02500397. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the proportion of student nurses 
that take up employment in Ireland following graduation; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30248/16]
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18/10/2016WRR02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I wish to thank the Deputy for the matter 
raised.

Given that this is an operational matter, it is appropriate that it should be dealt with by the 
HSE.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to the HSE for direct reply.

18/10/2016WRR02650Services for People with Disabilities

18/10/2016WRR02700398. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the allocation made to St. 
John of God, St. Raphael’s adult services, Celbridge in respect of adult services in 2014, 2015 
and to date 2016; the number of persons it was to fund; the way it proportionately compares to 
other adult services in the same years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30256/16]

18/10/2016WRR02800408. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if staff ratios are sufficient 
from a health and safety perspective at St. John of God, St. Raphael’s, Celbridge, particularly at 
the beginning and end of the day, for adult day services and where staff members are deployed 
driving the bus as part of their normal working hours; if sufficient resources are provided to 
cover this aspect of the service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30335/16]

18/10/2016WRR02900409. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the amount that was spent 
securing services for adult services associated with St. John of God, St. Raphael’s, Celbridge; 
the companies and providers which were involved; the amount they were individually paid in 
2014, 2015 and to date in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30336/16]

18/10/2016WRR03000411. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the methodology that is 
used in deciding which persons attending St. John of God adult services, St. Raphael’s, Cel-
bridge are provided with transport to and from the services; if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that very vulnerable adults are expected to use public transport and that there is a lack 
of transparency as to the way decisions are arrived at; if this is at variance with other service 
providers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30339/16]

18/10/2016WRR03100412. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the alternatives which will 
be provided to persons who have been receiving day services at St. John of God adult services, 
St, Raphael’s, Celbridge when the day services are ceased as announced to the families of those 
persons some weeks ago; the alternative services being considered; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30351/16]

18/10/2016WRR03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 398, 408, 409, 411 and 412 together.

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRR03250Health Services Provision

18/10/2016WRR03300399. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies 
still unfilled in respect of speech and language, occupational therapy, physiotherapy and so on; 
the locations involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30258/16]

18/10/2016WRR03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.
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18/10/2016WRR03450Medical Records

18/10/2016WRR03500400. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if he will release the medical re-
cords for a deceased person (details supplied) to the person’s family. [30265/16]

18/10/2016WRR03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRR03650Hospital Appointments Status

18/10/2016WRR03700401. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment 
for a person (details supplied) with a specialist consultant; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30313/16]

18/10/2016WRR03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the question being asked by the Deputy 
relates to a service matter I have referred the question to the Health Service Executive for at-
tention and direct reply.

18/10/2016WRR03850Hospital Appointments Status

18/10/2016WRR03900402. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an outpatient 
appointment in respect of a person (details supplied). [30314/16]

18/10/2016WRR04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

18/10/2016WRR04050Respite Care Services Availability

18/10/2016WRR04100403. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the respite beds that are 
currently available to persons from the adult services at St. John of God, St Raphael’s, Cel-
bridge; the way that compares to 2014 and 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30315/16]

18/10/2016WRR04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.
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The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRR04250Services for People with Disabilities

18/10/2016WRR04300404. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which the 
requisite number of residential and day places are likely to continue to be made available at St. 
Raphael’s Celbridge, County Kildare, with particular reference to ensuring availability of the 
required services for children and adults depending on their special needs; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [30316/16]

18/10/2016WRR04400406. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the degree to which he re-
mains satisfied regarding the availability of sufficient residential, day places and school places 
for children and adults with special needs currently attending various centres including Genil 
House, Maynooth and educational child or adult services; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [30325/16]

18/10/2016WRR04500407. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which respite 
care and respite care grants can be restored in the current year with particular reference to the 
needs of parents and children throughout north Kildare and the rest of the country; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30327/16]

18/10/2016WRR04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 404, 406 and 407 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 405 answered with Question No. 380.

  Questions No. 406 and 407 answered with Question No. 404.

  Questions Nos. 408 and 409 answered with Question No. 398.

18/10/2016WRS00150Ambulance Service Accommodation

18/10/2016WRS00200410. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health his plans to accommodate 
the ambulance services units that will no longer be based at Ofalia House, Edenderry; the 
scheduled delay he has considered in between ending this service provision and supplying an 
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alternative ambulance bay; the barriers to the planning process that might hinder the delay; 
the options and proposals that he has arranged to reinstate this service in Edenderry town on a 
temporary basis while awaiting the construction of a new ambulance bay; if funding is allocated 
for all of these aspects of the service provision; if he will provide a guarantee that there will be 
no disruption in service provision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30338/16]

18/10/2016WRS00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As these are service matters I have asked the 
HSE to reply directly to you.

  Questions Nos. 411 and 412 answered with Question No. 398.

18/10/2016WRS00450Proposed Legislation

18/10/2016WRS00500413. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if consideration was given to the 
introduction a statutory duty of candour for clinicians as part of his Department’s input into the 
Civil Liability (Amendment) Bill, which forms part of the Government’s autumn 2016 legisla-
tive programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30359/16]

18/10/2016WRS00600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The safety of service users is of paramount 
importance and steps need to be taken to anticipate and avoid things going wrong and to reduce 
the impact if they do.  All employees including medical staff are required to disclose and report 
incidents in line with the HSE’s Safety Incident Management Policy. Creating a culture of open 
disclosure and learning from the things that go wrong is the bedrock of making systems safer.  
Open Disclosure is defined as ‘an open consistent approach to communicating with patients and 
their families when things go wrong in healthcare.  This includes expressing regret for what 
has happened, keeping the patient informed, providing feedback on investigations and the steps 
taken to prevent a recurrence of the adverse event’.

In November 2015 the Government gave its approval to the drafting of provisions to support 
open disclosure of patient safety incidents.  This will be included in the Department of Justice 
and Equality’s Civil Liability (Amendment) Bill which is well advanced.  The legislation is part 
of a broader package of reforms aimed at improving the experience of those who are affected 
by adverse events.

The background to the proposed legislation lies in the Commission on Patient Safety and 
Quality Assurance which recommended that legislation be enacted to provide legal protection/
privilege for open disclosure of adverse events to patients. The provisions are therefore de-
signed to give legal protection/privilege for the information and apology made to a patient when 
made in line with the legislation. The apology cannot be interpreted as an admission of liability 
and cannot be used in litigation against the provider. This approach is intended to create a posi-
tive voluntary climate for open disclosure and will support the National Policy on Open Disclo-
sure which was developed jointly by the HSE and the State Claims Agency in November 2013.

This legislation builds on the joint development by the HSE and State Claims Agency of the 
National Policy on Open Disclosure (2013).  The HSE is progressing the implementation of the 
Policy across all health and social care services.  We all know that when error or harm is expe-
rienced by a patient, the trust and confidence of that patient and their family are compromised.  
That is why honest, open disclosure and communication, which demonstrate empathy and sen-
sitivity, are so essential.  The intent of this legislation is to provide certain legal protections for 
healthcare staff for open disclosure.  This will give further support to those staff in their com-
munications with patients and family members if an adverse event occurs.  The Ethical Code 
of Practice set out by the Medical Council also makes clear the responsibilities of doctors in 
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relation to open disclosure.

The open disclosure provisions form part of a number of initiatives to improve the manage-
ment of patient safety incidents.  HIQA and the Mental Health Commission are at an advanced 
stage of development of Standards on the Conduct of Reviews of Patient Safety Incidents which 
expand on the National Standards for Safer Better Healthcare.  This set of standards along with 
the mandatory reporting of serious reportable events provided for in the Health Information and 
Patient Safety Bill and the provisions intended for open disclosure will provide a comprehen-
sive patient-centred approach to preventing, managing and learning from incidents.

18/10/2016WRS00650Maternity Services

18/10/2016WRS00700414. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will provide figures that show 
that every 13 hour shift in the delivery suites in the three Dublin maternity hospitals are staffed 
to their full complement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30360/16]

18/10/2016WRS00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In May, the HSE granted approval to the 
Hospital Groups to recruit an additional 100 midwives.  The allocation of these midwives was 
informed by the findings of the Birth Rate Plus midwifery workforce project.

In relation to the specific query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRS00850Hospital Appointments Status

18/10/2016WRS00900415. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will have an operation carried out and if he will expedite this operation. [30363/16]

18/10/2016WRS01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRS01050Hospital Appointments Status

18/10/2016WRS01100416. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied). [30364/16]

18/10/2016WRS01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
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vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

18/10/2016WRS01250Mental Health Services

18/10/2016WRS01300417. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the current provision of forensic 
mental health services here; if there are currently any plans to extend this service through the 
construction of new facilities, particularly in County Offaly; the procedures employed to ensure 
that those with forensic mental health backgrounds that have committed a criminal offence are 
suitably cared for in community settings without risk to members of the local community; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [30371/16]

18/10/2016WRS01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As announced 
in Budget 2017, the tender for the new National Forensic Mental Health Hospital at Portrane 
will shortly be awarded by the HSE to allow construction to commence.  Over €50 million is 
expected to be spent on this project next year.

This major capital project will include a new 120 bed hospital and two new 10 bed units for 
Mental Health Intellectual Disability, and Mental Health Child and Adolescent Services respec-
tively.  Once open, it will greatly add to the capacity of the HSE to provide forensic services in 
a modern, state of the art setting.

With regard to services in County Offaly, I am referring your question to the HSE for direct 
reply as this is a service issue.

18/10/2016WRS01450Mental Health Services Staff

18/10/2016WRS01500418. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of psychologists cur-
rently working in Offaly early intervention team and school age team; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30374/16]

18/10/2016WRS01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRS01650Mental Health Services Staff

18/10/2016WRS01700419. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of psychologists cur-
rently working in the Laois early intervention team and school age team; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30375/16]

18/10/2016WRS01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
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service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

18/10/2016WRS01850Services for People with Disabilities

18/10/2016WRS01900420. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if he will meet with members of the 
Laois-Offaly families for autism to discuss the ongoing issues affecting access to services for 
children with disabilities in the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30376/16]

18/10/2016WRS02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I understand 
that a request for a meeting has been received from the Laois Offaly Families for Autism (LOF-
FA) group by my office and it is under active consideration.

18/10/2016WRS02050Mental Health Services

18/10/2016WRS02100421. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for both appoint-
ments and assessments in the early intervention and school age psychology services in counties 
Laois and Offaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30377/16]

18/10/2016WRS02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

18/10/2016WRS02250Mental Health Services Staff

18/10/2016WRS02300422. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a breakdown of 
the recruitment of additional psychologist positions that had been approved under the progress-
ing disability services by county in tabular form; the number of these that have been recruited; 
the number that are still vacant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30378/16]

18/10/2016WRS02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRS02450Health Services Staff Recruitment

18/10/2016WRS02500423. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the interim measures in place 
pending the recruitment of vacant posts under the progressing disability services initiative; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [30379/16]

18/10/2016WRS02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRS02650Services for People with Disabilities

18/10/2016WRS02700424. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 426 of 28 June 2016, the reason the contact person appointed to the case has not yet made 
contact with the family; the expected timeframe for a determination of the family’s application 
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under the treatment abroad scheme to attend a feeding clinic for their child; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [30381/16]

18/10/2016WRS02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRS02850Public Health Policy

18/10/2016WRS02900425. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will issue a final response to a 
query (details supplied) that was sent to his office in May 2016; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30386/16]

18/10/2016WRS03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The correspondence has been forwarded to 
the Irish Expert Body on Fluorides and Health for its attention and a response has issued to the 
Deputy.

18/10/2016WRS03050Hospital Services

18/10/2016WRS03100426. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a defini-
tive date for the opening of the new emergency department at University Hospital Limerick; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30388/16]

18/10/2016WRS03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
HSE to reply directly to you.

18/10/2016WRS03250Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

18/10/2016WRS03300427. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the status of the case of a person 
(details supplied) including when the person can expect an appointment with the orthodontic 
department with midlands Health Service Executive. [30391/16]

18/10/2016WRS03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRS03450Long-Term Illness Scheme Eligibility

18/10/2016WRS03500428. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the reason Addison’s disease is not 
included on the long-term illness list which would entitle persons who suffer from Addison’s to 
have free medication for this ailment. [30402/16]

18/10/2016WRS03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Long Term Illness (LTI) Scheme was 
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established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended).  The conditions covered 
by the scheme are: acute leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person 
under 16); cystic fibrosis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes 
mellitus; parkinsonism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; 
and conditions arising from the use of Thalidomide. Under the LTI Scheme, patients receive 
drugs, medicines, and medical and surgical appliances directly related to the treatment of their 
illness, free of charge.

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the LTI Scheme.

18/10/2016WRS03650Hospital Appointments Status

18/10/2016WRS03700429. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation in 
Cappagh National Orthopaedic Hospital in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30404/16]

18/10/2016WRS03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

18/10/2016WRS03850Medical Card Reviews

18/10/2016WRS03900430. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) had a medical card reviewed and taken back; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30405/16]

18/10/2016WRS04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

18/10/2016WRS04050Medical Card Appeals

18/10/2016WRS04100431. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical 
card appeal in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Tipperary. [30412/16]

18/10/2016WRS04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.
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The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

18/10/2016WRS04250Hospital Services

18/10/2016WRS04300432. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health when the national steering 
group established by him to develop policy on a major trauma system for Ireland will publish 
its first report; if the report will outline the group’s recommendations in respect of St. Luke’s 
General Hospital, County Kilkenny; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30416/16]

18/10/2016WRS04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The development of the trauma policy is a 
joint initiative from the Department of Health and the HSE, in recognition that we do not have 
a coordinated trauma network structure in Ireland.  The focus for the development of a policy 
direction in relation to the strategic organisation of Ireland’s trauma service is to ensure that 
patients have access to the specific safe, high quality trauma services they need.  The primary 
aim will be to improve patient outcomes and lead to a reduction in preventable death and dis-
ability The future trauma system will build on the strengths of pre-hospital care, all of our acute 
hospitals and post-acute care and will require hospitals to work together to provide an optimal 
configuration of trauma services.

The Steering Group has been working with the Department of Health, the HSE and all rel-
evant HSE National Clinical Leads, including Surgery, Pre-Hospital Emergency Care, Critical 
Care, Orthopaedics and Trauma on the development of the policy.  This is still work in progress 
and the group has not yet made any recommendations. It is expected the Group’s report will be 
completed later this year.

18/10/2016WRS04450Hospital Staff Data

18/10/2016WRS04500433. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of staff, at all lev-
els, employed at Our Lady’s Hospital, Cashel, County Tipperary, hospital building only, by the 
health service executive or other agencies; the cost associated with same per year; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30422/16]

18/10/2016WRS04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

18/10/2016WRS04650Medical Card Applications

18/10/2016WRS04700434. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical 
card application by persons (details supplied) in County Tipperary. [30424/16]

18/10/2016WRS04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
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relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information was issued to Oireachtas members.

18/10/2016WRT00200Maternity Services

18/10/2016WRT00300435. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his views on the concerns that 
have been raised at the highest level (details supplied) relating to Cork University Hospital’s 
maternity unit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30426/16]

18/10/2016WRT00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am aware that there are issues regarding 
unacceptable times for services in Cork University Maternity Hospital.  It is of course a key 
challenge for our health system is to ensure that patients have timely access to health services, 
in light of increasing demand.  This Government is committed to a sustained focus on improv-
ing wait times, particularly for those waiting longest.

My Department works closely with the HSE and the NTPF to implement measures to re-
duce waiting times.  At my request, in August, the HSE developed an action plan to reduce, by 
year end, the number of patients currently waiting 18 months or more for an impatient/daycase 
procedure.

Finally, the Budget 2017 provides for the treatment of our longest-waiting patients. €20m 
is being allocated to the NTPF, rising to €55m in 2018.  Planning of this initiative is at an ad-
vanced stage by the NTPF, my Department and the HSE.

18/10/2016WRT00500Hospital Appointments Status

18/10/2016WRT00600436. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a procedure for 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30429/16]

18/10/2016WRT00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. 

18/10/2016WRT00800Services for People with Disabilities

18/10/2016WRT00900437. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the status of an application for full-
time care for a person (details supplied). [30436/16]

18/10/2016WRT01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
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plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRT01100Sexually Transmitted Infections

18/10/2016WRT01200438. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Health if his Department has given con-
sideration to the provision of pre-exposure prophylaxis,PrEP, medication (details supplied) to 
groups who are at high risk of contracting HIV; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30442/16]

18/10/2016WRT01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris):  The National Sexual Health Strategy 2015-
2020 was launched in October 2015.  The strategy was developed in response to a recommenda-
tion of the National AIDS Strategy Committee on the need to establish clear leadership within 
the health sector around the area of sexual health.  The Strategy contains 71 recommendations 
that address all aspects of sexual health and a Sexual Health Action Plan for 2015-2016 that 
contains 18 priority actions for immediate attention.

One of the priority actions identified in the Action Plan for 2016 is to ‘Prioritise, develop 
and implement guidance to support clinical decision making for STI testing, screening and 
treatment and on the appropriate use of antiretroviral therapy in HIV prevention’.  An Imple-
mentation Group has now been established within the HSE as an outcome of this action.  This 
group will make recommendations on the appropriate use of HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis 
(PrEP) in the overall context of the national approach to HIV prevention.

Truvada has been approved by the Health Products Regulatory Authority for use, in combi-
nation with safer sex practices, for PrEP to reduce the risk of sexually acquired HIV-1 infection 
in adults at high risk.

18/10/2016WRT01400Hospital Appointments Status

18/10/2016WRT01500439. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hip operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30456/16]

18/10/2016WRT01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.
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18/10/2016WRT01700Hospital Staff Recruitment

18/10/2016WRT01800440. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if he will address the shortage of 
consultant obstetrician and gynaecologists in Cork by appointing additional consultants (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30461/16]

18/10/2016WRT01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the specific queries raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRT02000Cancer Services Provision

18/10/2016WRT02100441. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure the activation of 
the gynaecology one-stop-shop which was envisioned and costed as part of the reconfiguration 
of gynaecological cancer service plan in 2014 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30462/16]

18/10/2016WRT02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): With regard to the specific query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRT02300Hospital Facilities

18/10/2016WRT02400442. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that the gynaecol-
ogy day unit which was drawn up and costed and submitted to the Cork University Hospital 
capital projects team in 2013 is now urgently progressed and realised; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30463/16]

18/10/2016WRT02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): With regard to the specific query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRT02600Hospital Staff

18/10/2016WRT02700443. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if he will address the staffing is-
sue at Cork University Maternity Hospital to allow for the opening of the fully commissioned 
second gynaecology theatre in CUMH, which has not been used for gynaecological surgery 
since Cork University Maternity Hospital opened almost ten years ago; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30464/16]

18/10/2016WRT02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the specific query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRT02900Hospital Staff

18/10/2016WRT03000444. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if he will allow for staffing to al-
low for a five-day theatre service in theatre one, the only gynaecology theatre functioning in 
Cork University Maternity Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30465/16]

18/10/2016WRT03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): With regard to the specific query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.
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18/10/2016WRT03200National Treatment Purchase Fund Waiting Times

18/10/2016WRT03300445. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if he will address the unacceptable 
waiting list for gynaecology outpatient referrals in Cork as per the National Treatment Purchase 
Fund figures of August 2016 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30466/16]

18/10/2016WRT03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A key challenge for our health system is to 
ensure that patients have timely access to health services, in light of increasing demand.  This 
Government is committed to a sustained focus on improving wait times, particularly for those 
waiting longest.

My Department works closely with the HSE and the NTPF to implement measures to re-
duce waiting times.  The Budget 2017 provides for the treatment of our longest-waiting pa-
tients.  €20m is being allocated to the NTPF, rising to €55m in 2018.  Planning of this initiative 
is at an advanced stage by the NTPF, my Department and the HSE.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter I have asked 
the HSE to respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRT03500Health Services Provision

18/10/2016WRT03600446. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) will 
be facilitated. [30469/16]

18/10/2016WRT03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRT03800Hospital Appointments Status

18/10/2016WRT03900447. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 201 of 6 October 2016, which original asked if a person (details supplied) could be 
seen at an alternative hospital due to waiting time, if he will respond to the original question; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30472/16]

18/10/2016WRT04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have again 
asked the HSE to respond directly.

18/10/2016WRT04100Emergency Services Personnel

18/10/2016WRT04200448. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of volunteer cardiac 
first responders currently operating and the location in which each is based. [30473/16]

18/10/2016WRT04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
HSE to reply directly to you.

18/10/2016WRT04400Emergency Services Personnel

18/10/2016WRT04500449. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the training volunteer cardiac first 
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responders must undergo and the cost per person. [30474/16]

18/10/2016WRT04600450. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of emergency calls 
volunteer cardiac first responders were dispatched to for each of the years 2014 to 2016 to date 
[30475/16]

18/10/2016WRT04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 449 and 
450 together.

As these are service issues I have asked the HSE to respond directly to you.

18/10/2016WRT04800Emergency Services Personnel

18/10/2016WRT04900451. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if volunteer community first re-
sponders are not exempt from road traffic legislation meaning they are required to travel within 
the speed limits; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30476/16]

18/10/2016WRT05000452. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the requirements which exist for 
community first responders to report incidents with vehicles while responding to an emergency 
call; the person to whom these incidents must be reported to; and if his attention has been drawn 
to any such incidents from 2014 to 2016 to date. [30477/16]

18/10/2016WRT05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 451 and 
452 together.

As these are service matters I have asked the HSE to respond directly to you.

18/10/2016WRT05200Emergency Services Personnel

18/10/2016WRT05300453. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the driving training which is re-
quired for volunteer cardiac first responders at present; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30478/16]

18/10/2016WRT05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
HSE to reply directly to you.

18/10/2016WRT05500Obesity Strategy

18/10/2016WRT05600454. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the way in which a per-
son, business, community group or sports club can be involved in the delivery of the Govern-
ment’s obesity policy and action plan 2016-2025 at a local level; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30481/16]

18/10/2016WRT05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 
The recently published Obesity Policy, “A Healthy Weight for Ireland” strives to empower in-
dividuals, families and communities to enhance their own skills to improve their health.  Every 
sector has a role to play including industry and business.  Overweight and obesity are condi-
tions that develop over a number of years in both children and adults.  The determinants are 
multiple and include the environment, access to healthy and affordable food, physical activity, 
exercise and leisure activity, cultural and societal norms, education and skills levels, genetic 
make-up and lifestyle choices.
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In the past two decades, levels of overweight and obesity in Ireland have doubled to the 
extent that now only 40% of the adult population have a healthy weight, and one in four of our 
children are an unhealthy weight.  Levels of overweight and obesity are higher in disadvantaged 
groups.

Overweight and obesity are significant risk factors for many chronic non-communicable 
diseases.  The burden of adult obesity in financial terms in Ireland has been estimated at €1.13 
billion.

It is widely acknowledged that the solutions are multiple but complex.  No single sector or 
agency is able to solve this issue on their own.  The Healthy Weight for Ireland: obesity policy 
and action plan strives to empower individuals, families and communities to enhance their own 
skills to improve their health.  Every sector has a role to play.

Examples of how individuals, business, community or sporting groups at local level can be 
involved in the delivery of the plan include, but are not limited to, the following: 

Individuals

 - Avail of information and supports to look at their own dietary and physical activity pat-
terns and identify changes they can make.  Information and support is available from GPs, 
pharmacists and online from www.safefood.eu, www.getirelandactive.ie.

- Volunteer with a local club or community organisation that provides opportunities for 
physical activity or is working to increase access to affordable, healthy food.

- Those who are parents can work with and support their school, through the Parents Coun-
cils, to take a whole school approach to healthy eating and physical activity, through the cur-
riculum, training for teachers, engaging with programmes such as Active Schools Flag and 
Health Promoting Schools

- Those who are employers can engage with programmes such as HappyHeart@Work or 
Active@Work initiatives or the Smarter Travel initiative to improve the health and well-being 
of their staff.

Business, sports clubs and community groups that work with or provide services or activi-
ties where young people gather:

- Increase the provision of healthy food options in vending machines, shops, cafes and res-
taurants;

- Limit marketing and promotion of foods and non-alcoholic beverages high in fat, salt and 
sugar; and

- Provide information to assist customers to make healthier food choices.

Sports clubs and community groups:

- Work with organisations such as Local Sports Partnerships to increase access and avail-
ability of facilities and opportunities for adults and children to take part in regular health-en-
hancing physical activity.  For example in securing routes with the free weekly 5km parkrun’s 
or Slí na Slainte.

18/10/2016WRT05800Medical Card Eligibility
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18/10/2016WRT05900455. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health if he will review the medical 
card and GP visit card national assessment guidelines relating to women with breast cancer in 
cases where they are over the income limit and allow them the financial security of having a 
discretionary card for a minimum of three years as in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [30495/16]

18/10/2016WRT06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In accordance with the provisions of the 
Health Act 1970 (as amended), eligibility for a medical card is determined by the HSE.  The Act 
obliges the HSE to assess whether a person is unable, without due hardship, to arrange general 
practitioner services for himself or herself and his or her family, having regard to his or her 
overall financial position and reasonable expenditure and every application must be assessed 
on that basis.  Under the legislation, having a particular illness, in itself, does not establish eli-
gibility for a medical card and therefore, the medical conditions of applicants for this scheme 
are not monitored on that basis.  Where the applicant’s income is within the income guidelines, 
a medical card or GP visit card will be awarded.

Every effort is made by the HSE, within the framework of the legislation, to support ap-
plicants in applying for a medical card and, in particular, to take full account of the difficult 
circumstances in the case of applicants who may be in excess of the income guidelines.  In cer-
tain circumstances, the HSE may exercise discretion and grant a medical card, even though an 
applicant exceeds his or her income threshold, where he or she faces difficult financial circum-
stances, such as extra costs arising from an illness.  Social and medical issues are considered 
when determining whether undue hardship exists for an individual accessing general practitio-
ner or other medical services.  The HSE affords applicants the opportunity to furnish supporting 
information and documentation to fully take account of all the relevant circumstances that may 
benefit them in the assessment, including medical evidence of cost and necessary expenses.

The HSE has a system in place for the provision of medical cards in response to an emer-
gency situation for persons with a serious medical condition in need of urgent or on-going 
medical care that they cannot afford and persons in palliative care, who are terminally ill.  With 
the exception of terminally ill patients, all medical cards, granted on an emergency basis, are 
issued on the basis that the patient is eligible for a medical card on the basis of means or undue 
hardship, and will follow up with a full application within a number of weeks of receiving the 
medical card eligibility.  These cards are issued within 24 hours of receipt of the required pa-
tient details and a letter which confirms the medical condition from a doctor or consultant.  For 
terminally ill persons, no means test applies.

I can clarify for the Deputy that Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minis-
ter for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any indi-
vidual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

18/10/2016WRT06100Disease Incidence

18/10/2016WRT06200456. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of cases for each of 
the past ten years of Tay-Sachs disease which occurred; the number of children born with this 
medical condition; the location here in which a person can be tested to ascertain if they are a 
carrier; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30518/16]

18/10/2016WRT06300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 
As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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18/10/2016WRT06400Home Help Service Provision

18/10/2016WRT06500457. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason home help has 
been cut for a person (details supplied); and if this can be restored immediately. [30521/16]

18/10/2016WRT06600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

18/10/2016WRT06700Hospital Staff Data

18/10/2016WRT06800458. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the position with regard to 
the shortage of anaesthetists in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, and Louth County 
Hospital since 1 January 2016; the impact in terms of possible increased risk of serious medical 
mistakes during surgery and the possibility of delaying vital treatment for patients; the number 
of operations cancelled as a result since January 2016; and the number of posts vacant in the 
whole country at that time. [30525/16]

18/10/2016WRT06900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service issue, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRT07000Patient Transfers

18/10/2016WRT07100459. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health if his Department will investi-
gate the delays in a patient transfer for a person (details supplied); if his Department will expe-
dite this transfer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30526/16]

18/10/2016WRT07200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the specific query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRU00200General Practitioner Services Provision

18/10/2016WRU00300460. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health when the Government will 
provide a GP visit card to all children under 12; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30530/16]

18/10/2016WRU00400465. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health when free GP care will be 
extended to all children under 12 years of age; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30545/16]

18/10/2016WRU00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 460 and 
465 together.

The Government is strongly committed to the development of Primary Care Services in 
Ireland.  There have been significant  developments in the general practice service recently, 
with more services being made available to our citizens and additional support provided by the 
Health Service Executive.

The HSE, Department of Health and the Irish Medical Organisation are currently engaged in 
a comprehensive review of the GMS and other publicly funded health sector contracts involv-
ing GPs.  To date, agreements have been reached in relation to universal GP care without fees 
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for all children under the age of 6 years, universal GP care without fees for all people aged 70 
years and over, a specific Diabetes Cycle of Care for adult patients with Type 2 diabetes who 
hold a medical card or GP visit card, a new Rural Practice Support Framework and a revised list 
of special items of service that can be provided by GPs.  Preparations for the next phase of the 
discussions on other aspects of a new contract are under way and I expect that further engage-
ment with GP representative bodies will take place this year.

The Programme for Government commits to extend in phases, and subject to negotiation 
with GPs, free GP care to under-18s.  This is one of the matters to be discussed in the forthcom-
ing contractual discussions with GP representatives.  The extensions of GP care without fees to 
children aged 6-11 years is a priority for me.  While my wish is that this would happen as soon 
as possible, the timetable is subject to the outcome of discussions with GP representatives on 
this and other contractual matters.

18/10/2016WRU00600Nursing Home Services

18/10/2016WRU00700461. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Health if those in private nursing 
homes are entitled to free incontinence wear from the HSE (details supplied). [30532/16]

18/10/2016WRU00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

18/10/2016WRU00900Occupational Therapy

18/10/2016WRU01000462. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
occupational therapy waiting list for counties Louth and Meath for each of the past three years; 
the way in which the data is collected; if it is available by local health are within each county; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30535/16]

18/10/2016WRU01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRU01200Health Services

18/10/2016WRU01300463. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
physiotherapy waiting list for counties Louth and Meath for each of the past three years; the 
way in which the data is collected; if it is available by local health area within each county; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [30536/16]

18/10/2016WRU01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRU01500Services for People with Disabilities

18/10/2016WRU01600464. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the number of persons over 
18 years of age with intellectual disabilities on the speech and language therapy waiting list 
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for counties Louth and Meath for each of the past three years; the way in which the data is col-
lected; if it is available by local health area within each county; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30537/16]

18/10/2016WRU01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 465 answered with Question No. 460.

18/10/2016WRU01900Occupational Therapy

18/10/2016WRU02000466. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for a public 
occupational therapist appointment in County Kildare; and the efforts his department is taking 
to shorten this waiting time. [30547/16]

18/10/2016WRU02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRU02200National Treatment Purchase Fund Eligibility

18/10/2016WRU02300467. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
is eligible for treatment under the National Treatment Purchase Fund; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30552/16]

18/10/2016WRU02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly. 

18/10/2016WRU02500Services for People with Disabilities
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18/10/2016WRU02600468. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify his Depart-
ment’s policy to address the exorbitant waiting list times for full-time residential placement 
through HSE disability services in Waterford community services in view of the fact that a per-
son (details supplied) has been on the waiting list for approximately nine years having applied 
for full-time residential placement in 2007 and was subsequently placed on the residential care 
waiting list for full-time residential placement in 2007; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30557/16]

18/10/2016WRU02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matter, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRU02800Cochlear Implants Provision

18/10/2016WRU02900469. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the actions his Department and 
the HSE are undertaking to help support the cochlear implant programme (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30558/16]

18/10/2016WRU03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Beaumont Hospital is the national centre 
for delivering Ireland’s national cochlear implant programme, with surgical provision for pa-
tients under six  years being carried out in the Children’s University Hospital Temple Street.  
A simultaneous bilateral cochlear implantation scheme  for patients under six commenced in 
Temple Street in July 2014.  The hospital had a two-year agreement (July 2014 – June 2016) in 
place with Beaumont Hospital for theatre access to facilitate an initiative on sequential cochlear 
implants treatments for previously unilateral implanted children under 6 years of age.  In June 
2016, Temple Street completed its commitment to accommodate the treatment of all the under 
6s children requiring sequential treatment – 210 in total.

In relation to the over 6s, this service is provided by Beaumont Hospital.  While Temple 
Street is willing to have all paediatric cochlear implant services transferred from Beaumont, 
this needs to be done in a planned manner, and requires the development of the necessary infra-
structure, including theatre capacity, to support the service transfer to Temple Street.  Until such 
time as additional capacity is provided at Temple Street, the position is that service for older 
children continues to be under the remit of Beaumont Hospital, which has also experienced 
theatre capacity issues.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy in relation to action un-
derway to address the theatre capacity issues.

  Question No. 470 answered with Question No. 383.

18/10/2016WRU03200Community First Responders Network
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18/10/2016WRU03300471. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health if he will remedy the 20% car in-
surance hike faced by volunteer cardiac first responders who work as part of the HSE national 
ambulance service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30574/16]

18/10/2016WRU03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked my officials to look into this 
matter in conjunction with the National Ambulance Service.

18/10/2016WRU03500Hospital Transfers

18/10/2016WRU03600472. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a hos-
pital transfer for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30578/16]

18/10/2016WRU03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the specific query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

18/10/2016WRU03800Nursing Staff Recruitment

18/10/2016WRU03900473. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of whole-time 
equivalent public health nurse posts in the Finglas-Ballymun area for each of the past five years 
in tabular form; the number of these posts which are currently vacant; the number where staff 
are on maternity or other leave; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30581/16]

18/10/2016WRU04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

18/10/2016WRU04100Nursing Staff Recruitment

18/10/2016WRU04200474. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the number of whole-time per-
manent nursing posts vacant in acute hospitals by location and by nursing speciality required; 
the cost of agency nursing staff by each such acute hospital since 1 January 2016; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30593/16]

18/10/2016WRU04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter. 

18/10/2016WRU04400Budget 2017

18/10/2016WRU04500475. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the exact funding increase 
provided by budget 2017 for his Department in 2017, minus provision required for demograph-
ics and the Lansdowne Road agreement, compared to the Estimate provided in budget 2016, 
the summer economic statement and the expected outturn for 2016, in tabular form. [30600/16]

18/10/2016WRU04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A comparison of the 2017 new level of rev-
enue funding against Budget Day 2016, the 2016 revised REV (which is also expected to the 
2016 outturn) and the 2016 Mid-Year Expenditure Review together with a breakdown of the 
additional funding provided in 2017 is set out in the following table.  The additional funding 
provided in 2017 encompasses, inter alia, demographic cost pressures.
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2017 New Level of Funding Comparison against 
2016 Budget Day 2016 Revised Estimate 2016 MYER - 2017 

figures
€m €m €m

Starting position 13,175 13,695 13,768
Include LRA Funding 0 0 90
Adjusted Starting Position 13,175 13,695 13,858
Add Mental Health Funding 20
Additional REV funding 500
Revised Estimate/Expected Outturn 
2016

13,695 13,695 13,858

Additional Funding 2017
LRA Funding 118 118 28
2017 Services Funding 234 234 161
State Claims Agency & Pensions 105 105 105
Total Additions 457 457 294
2017 Funding Position 14,152 14,152 14,152

18/10/2016WRU04700Services for People with Disabilities

18/10/2016WRU04800476. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the supports in place for young 
women leaving State care, particular those with mild intellectual disabilities who are pregnant 
or with young children (details supplied); and the steps being taken to address this. [30605/16]

18/10/2016WRU04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The matters 
raised by the Deputy appear to refer to supports for young women leaving State care, in particu-
lar those who are pregnant or with young children who are reportedly being housed in hotels, 
with their children.

It would appear that the issues raised in the question are beyond the remit of my own Depart-
ment.  However, I understand that organisation of the provision of Aftercare for young people 
leaving State care is the responsibility of Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, which is under 
the aegis of the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.  All young people who have had 
a care history with the Agency are entitled to an Aftercare service.  I am advised that services 
are provided on the basis of assessment of need, age and the length of time the young person 
was in care.  They are provided in partnership with a wide range of statutory and non-statutory 
agencies.  In that regard, queries in relation to Aftercare in general would be the responsibility 
of my colleague the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs.

The specific issue of the provision of accommodation should be more appropriately ad-
dressed to my colleague the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Govern-
ment.  I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRU05000Hospital Appointments Status

18/10/2016WRU05100477. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if he will prioritise an operation 
for a person (details supplied) in County Galway as a matter of urgency in view of the fact that 
there are serious medical conditions in this case; if he will issue a date for the operation as a 
matter of urgency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30610/16]

18/10/2016WRU05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
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vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

18/10/2016WRU05300Nursing Homes Support Scheme

18/10/2016WRU05400478. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that some nursing homes are charging residents, or in some cases a resident’s family, for 
taxis to their hospital appointments while also charging them for the associated care assistance 
cost, having a care assistant travel with them, where in some cases transport is already available 
and free. [30627/16]

18/10/2016WRU05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The legislation 
underpinning the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS) requires each private nursing home 
to negotiate and agree a price for long-term residential care services with the National Treat-
ment Purchase Fund (NTPF) should they wish to be an approved nursing home for the purposes 
of the Scheme.  The NTPF has statutory independence in the performance of its function, and 
negotiates with each nursing home on an individual basis.

The Nursing Homes Support Scheme covers the cost of the standard components of long-
term residential care which are:

-  Nursing and personal care appropriate to the level of care needs of the person;

-  Bed and board;

-  Basic aids and appliances necessary to assist a person with the activities of everyday liv-
ing; and

-  Laundry service.

Additional charges may not be levied in respect of the standard components of care.  A 
person’s eligibility for other schemes, such as the medical card scheme or the drugs payment 
scheme, is unaffected by participation in the NHSS or residence in a nursing home.  A nursing 
home  operator should not seek payment from residents for items which are provided under the 
NHSS, the medical card or any other existing scheme.

Part 7 of the Health Act 2007 (Care and Welfare of Residents in Designated Centres for 
Older People) Regulations 2013 stipulates that the registered provider of the nursing home 
must agree a contract in writing with each resident on their admission to the nursing home.  
This contract must include details of the services to be provided to that resident and the fees 
to be charged.  Residents should never be charged fees which are not set out in this contract.  
The Department of Health are not a party to such contracts which are concluded between each 
resident and their nursing home.

Registered providers of nursing home care are obliged to provide an accessible and effective 
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complaints procedure.  Concerns about additional charges should in the first instance be taken 
up with the nursing home provider.  The Office of the Ombudsman can examine complaints 
about the actions of a range of public bodies and, from 24 August 2015, complaints relating to 
the administrative actions of private nursing homes.  The Office of the Ombudsman normally 
only deals with a complaint once the individual has already gone through  the complaints pro-
cedure of the private nursing home concerned.

18/10/2016WRU05600Hospital Appointments Delays

18/10/2016WRU05700479. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) in County Clare cannot proceed with lung surgery following an initial conclusive biopsy 
performed in early August; the reason this person has to wait a further four weeks for another 
biopsy in Dublin and then a further ten days for the results; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30628/16]

18/10/2016WRU05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy’s question relates to service 
delivery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him.

18/10/2016WRU05900Ambulance Service

18/10/2016WRU06000480. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the way the €3.6 million allo-
cated in the budget to the national ambulance service for technology upgrades will be spent in 
terms of the technology that is being upgraded; if he will provide a breakdown of the funding 
being provided to the national ambulance service as part of the €5 million being allocated to the 
acute services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30630/16]

18/10/2016WRU06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to reply directly to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRU06200Ambulance Service

18/10/2016WRU06300481. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the funding that is being al-
located to ensure the implementation of the recommendations of the capacity review of the 
national ambulance service in 2017; if he will provide a breakdown of the number of additional 
staff recruited and trained and vehicles that will be procured as a result of the budget alloca-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30631/16]

18/10/2016WRU06400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to reply directly to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRU06500Primary Care Centres

18/10/2016WRU06600482. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of staff who will 
be recruited from the additional funding of €18.5 million being allocated to support the devel-
opment of primary care services; when staffing decisions will be made in respect of additional 
staff for primary care centres; the person or body that will make staffing decisions in respect 
of additional staff for primary care centres; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30632/16]
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18/10/2016WRU06700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The details of the 2017 Budget will be fi-
nalised with the HSE in the context of approval of its 2017 National Service Plan, which will 
also outline the total amount of funding for all services in 2017.

18/10/2016WRU06800HSE Planning

18/10/2016WRU06900483. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health when the HSE service plan for 
2017 will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30633/16]

18/10/2016WRU07000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As provided for under legislation (Health 
Act 2004 as amended), my Department must write to the Health Service Executive to notify it 
of its allocation for 2017 not later than 21 days after the publication by the Government of the 
Estimates for Public Services.  The legislation further provides that, on receipt of the letter of 
determination, the Executive has 21 days to prepare and submit its Service Plan for 2017 for my 
approval.  The Health Act allows me to extend the period provided to the HSE to prepare, adopt 
and submit its Service Plan, if required.  I understand that preparatory work is already underway 
within the HSE on the 2017 National Service Plan.  I expect that the letter of determination will 
issue from my Department within the next week and that the HSE will submit its draft Plan for 
my consideration and approval within the time-frame set down in the legislation.

Following the submission of the draft National Service Plan, the legislation provides 21 
days for me to examine the proposed Plan and where necessary to seek amendment to, or ap-
prove, the Plan.  The National Service Plan must be laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas 
within 21 days of its approval.  Once the Service Plan is laid before the Houses of the Oireach-
tas the HSE will ensure it is published at the earliest possible time.

18/10/2016WRU07100Primary Care Centres

18/10/2016WRU07200484. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the leasing costs that will be 
met from the additional funding of €18.5 million being allocated to support the development of 
primary care services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30634/16]

18/10/2016WRU07300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The details of the 2017 Budget will be fi-
nalised with the HSE in the context of approval of its 2017 National Service Plan, which will 
also outline the total amount of funding for all services, including leasing costs, in 2017.

Question No. 485 answered with Question No. 81.

18/10/2016WRV00250Mental Health Services Funding

18/10/2016WRV00300486. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which he re-
mains satisfied that adequate resources remain available for child psychology and psychiatry 
services, with particular reference to early intervention and identification of the relevant and 
appropriate supports, thereby making available an adequate suite of services to meet the grow-
ing requirements evenly throughout the country; if any analysis has been carried out to identify 
possible weaknesses in the services over the past number of years; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22939/16]

18/10/2016WRV00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
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empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

I am satisfied that, in light of the additional funding announced in Budget 2017 for mental 
health and disability services, together with the significant funding provided in recent years, 
that the service issues highlighted by the Deputy will continue to be enhanced by the HSE.  

I have referred the Deputy’s question to the Executive, in respect of the detailed information 
sought.

18/10/2016WRV00450Mental Health Policy

18/10/2016WRV00500487. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to 
end the practice of placing children and adolescents in adult psychiatric wards; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23032/16]

18/10/2016WRV00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): It is the policy 
of the HSE, as reflected in its annual service plans, to provide an age appropriate mental health 
service.  A significant majority of young people are now being treated by a Child and Adoles-
cent Mental Health Team.

Progress on this issue has been significant overall in recent years, demonstrated by the fact 
that the number of such admissions in 2008 was 247, reducing to 95 last year.  This  is despite 
a background of increasing demands on the Child and Adolescent Mental Health services gen-
erally.  There are a number of reasons why such admissions are made.  These include distance 
from a Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services facility, timing of admissions, potential 
medical issues, and the agreement of the young person, and their family.  The HSE monitors 
the situation closely with a view to limiting inappropriate admissions as much as possible, and 
putting in place safeguards to protect young people in such situations.  A total of 47 Child and 
Adolescent Mental Health service users have been admitted to adult mental health units up to 
the end of August this year, out of a total amount of 247 Child and Adolescent Mental Health 
admissions.  In August 2016, 99.6% of the bed days used by children admitted to mental health 
acute inpatient units were in age appropriate Child and Adolescent Acute Inpatient Units.

CAMHS has been prioritised in the new funding made available by Government since 2012, 
designed to support timely access to appropriate services to address the mental health needs 
of all children, with the emphasis on the early intervention and integrated service.  Additional 
resources and facilities means that we now have 67 CAMHS teams, and 3 Paediatric Liason 
Teams, supported by 66 operational CAMHS beds across the country.

There have been some difficulties in recruiting and retaining Specialist Child and Adoles-
cent Mental Health Services staff, particularly consultant psychiatrists.  Due to these opera-
tional staff recruitment and retention challenges at local level, a number of referrals in the 16-18 
year age group are dealt with by local Adult Teams under appropriate CAMHS procedures.  The 
Executive is addressing this issue on an on-going basis.

Bearing in mind all the circumstances, I am satisfied that the HSE is making good progress 
in relation to the issues raised by the Deputy, including taking account of the wishes of each 
young person and their parents or guardians, and the complexities of each case.  In many cases, 
a multi-disciplinary or inter-agency approach is required.  I will continue to closely monitor this 
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issue, in conjunction with the HSE, to ensure that the new funding I secured for mental health 
overall for 2017 will contribute to improving  Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services, 
and aiming to maximise age appropriate admissions across all regions.

18/10/2016WRV00650Commissions of Inquiry

18/10/2016WRV00700488. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the progress of the establishment of 
a commission of investigation into the Grace foster home scandal; and if he will provide assur-
ance that a previous undertaking that Dáil Éireann would be given an opportunity to debate the 
terms of reference of the commission will be honoured.  [22240/16]

18/10/2016WRV00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I wish to as-
sure the House that I am fully committed to the establishment of a Commission of Investigation 
into this matter.  I remain very concerned about the issues which have been raised in this case 
and cannot stress highly enough that the safety and protection of all vulnerable people in the 
care of the State is paramount.  The previous Government’s approval to the establishment of a 
Commission of Investigation, was given in principle, subject to a further decision to be made 
by the Government on detailed terms of reference, timelines and costs which will be informed 
by the Report on the South East Foster Care Review undertaken by Mr. Conor Dignam Senior 
Counsel, which I received in late August. 

When submitting his Report to me, Mr Dignam drew attention to some legal procedural and 
administrative matters which he advised should be addressed before the Report is published.  
The Department immediately initiated the procedural steps necessary to address the matters set 
out by Mr. Dignam.  As soon as these legal procedural and administrative matters have been 
addressed I will bring the Report to Government with a view to its early publication.

While the legal matters are being addressed, I and my officials have studied Mr. Dignam’s 
Report carefully and my officials are now engaged in drafting Terms of Reference for the Com-
mission, pending publication of the Report. Submission of the Report to Government is a prior-
ity for me in the Autumn term. 

In accordance with the provisions of the Commissions of Investigation Act 2004 the estab-
lishment of the Commission will then require the approval of the Oireachtas, at which point 
the Oireachtas will be given the opportunity to debate the Commission’s Terms of Reference.

Question No. 489 answered with Question No. 90.

18/10/2016WRV00950Hospital Waiting Lists

18/10/2016WRV01000490. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when required surgery can 
be facilitated in Beaumont Hospital in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30699/16]

18/10/2016WRV01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
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warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

18/10/2016WRV01150Hospital Waiting Lists

18/10/2016WRV01200491. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when an operation will be pro-
vided for a person (details supplied) in County Galway in view of the urgency of the medical 
circumstances in this case; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [30700/16]

18/10/2016WRV01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

18/10/2016WRV01350Hospital Staff Recruitment

18/10/2016WRV01400492. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if his Department is any closer 
to appointing a full time rheumatologist to Mayo University Hospital; if he will divert some of 
his Department’s increased annual budget towards the provision of a full time service at Mayo 
University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [30711/16]

18/10/2016WRV01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRV01550Departmental Schemes

18/10/2016WRV01600493. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health when payment under a specific 
scheme will issue to a person (details supplied).  [30713/16]

18/10/2016WRV01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

18/10/2016WRV01750Nursing Staff Data

18/10/2016WRV01800494. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to the announcement of 
the recruitment of nurses as part of budget 2017, the number of these posts which are intended 
to convert existing agency staff; the number of the 1,000 posts which are additional posts to the 
numbers in the health service, inclusive of agency staff; the incentives and measures to be put 
in place to ensure that 1,000 additional posts are filled; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter.  [30715/16]

18/10/2016WRV01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE intends to recruit an additional 
1,000 nurses and midwives to support service delivery.  The number of Nurses and Midwives 
employed in the public health system has increased by over 1,160 in the past two years, hav-
ing fallen by almost 4,600 in the period between September 2007 and August 2014.  Given the 
increasing and aging population it is essential that nursing and midwifery numbers continue to 
grow as the increasing budget allows. 

The increased funding being made available in the Estimate will enable the HSE to continue 
to focus on recruiting graduating nurses and retaining the nurses currently in the system.  This 
latter aim will be supported by the decision to restore incremental credit to all nursing and mid-
wifery graduates.

The HSE is already offering permanent posts to 2016 degree programme graduates, offer-
ing full time permanent contracts to those in temporary posts and is also focused on converting 
agency staffing to permanent posts.  The HSE will allocate the 1,000 additional nursing places 
on completion of the HSE National Service Plan 2017.  The precise breakdown between agency 
conversion, recruitment to fill posts falling vacant and those that are currently vacant will be 
reflected in the Plan.

18/10/2016WRV01950Hospital Appointments Status

18/10/2016WRV02000495. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital ap-
pointment in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [30732/16]

18/10/2016WRV02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

18/10/2016WRV02150Medicinal Products

18/10/2016WRV02200496. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the status of the cystic fibrosis 
drug Orkambi; the outcome of the health technology assessment undertaken on this product; if 
there are current negotiations ongoing with the makers of Orkambi; if so, when these negotia-
tions might conclude; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [30734/16]

18/10/2016WRV02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drugs schemes, in 
accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  Prior to decid-
ing whether to reimburse a medicine, the HSE considers a range of statutory criteria, including 
clinical need, cost-effectiveness and the resources available. 
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The decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds by the HSE, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharma-
coeconomics (NCPE).  The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) of pharma-
ceutical products for the HSE, and can make recommendations on reimbursement to assist the 
HSE in its decision-making process. The NCPE used a decision framework to systematically 
assess whether the drug  is cost-effective as a health intervention.

I am informed that, following a request from the HSE, the NCPE carried out an assessment 
of the manufacturer’s economic dossier submitted in March 2016 on the cost effectiveness of 
lumacaftor/ivacaftor (Orkambi).  This dossier included details on all relevant costs and relevant 
cost offsets including hospitalisation, disease management costs, intravenous antibiotics, ad-
verse events and any additional costs arising in patients not taking Orkambi.

The NCPE has completed its HTA and submitted it to the HSE.  The NCPE determined, 
following an evaluation of the economic dossier, that the  manufacturer failed to demonstrate 
cost-effectiveness or value for money from using the drug.  The NCPE have confirmed that all 
relevant costs were included in the analysis.

A summary of the HTA has been published on the NCPE website and is available at: http://
www.ncpe.ie/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Website-summary-orkambi.pdf.

The HSE has since had further engagements with the manufacturer in an effort to secure 
significant price reductions for Orkambi.  The HSE will consider the outcome of these engage-
ments and any other, together with the NCPE recommendation, in making a final decision on 
reimbursement.

18/10/2016WRV02350Hospital Appointments Status

18/10/2016WRV02400497. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital ap-
pointment in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [30735/16]

18/10/2016WRV02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

18/10/2016WRV02550HSE Investigations

18/10/2016WRV02600498. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the inquiry into the case of a 
person (details supplied) has been carried out; and if so, when the family will be contacted with 
the outcome.  [30737/16]

18/10/2016WRV02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.
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18/10/2016WRV02750Departmental Funding

18/10/2016WRV02800499. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if he will provide additional fund-
ing to reinstate full time hours for the safety of estate management workers in areas (details sup-
plied); if he will provide assurances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30739/16]

18/10/2016WRV02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): In line with 
the National Drugs Strategy, the Government is committed to continuing support for initiatives 
to tackle the drug problem.  Drug and Alcohol Task Forces play a key role in assessing the ex-
tent and nature of the drug problem in their areas and coordinating action at local level, so that 
there is a targeted response to the problem of substance misuse in local communities. 

The Department of Health will shortly be writing to Task Forces to invite them to submit 
their recommendations for funding of drugs initiatives in 2017.  It is a matter for Task Forces to 
ensure that their budget is effectively deployed to address current priorities and locally identi-
fied needs, including in relation to the issue of community safety.

18/10/2016WRV02950Speech and Language Therapy Provision

18/10/2016WRV03000500. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the status of the case of a person 
(details supplied); and when the person will receive an appointment for speech and language 
therapy in Tullamore, County Offaly.  [30746/16]

18/10/2016WRV03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRV03150HSE Reports

18/10/2016WRV03200501. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the way engagement will take 
place with families and persons concerned in relation to Time to Move on from Congregated 
Settings - A Strategy for Community Inclusion (details supplied); his plans to accommodate the 
persons who will not want to move from their current setting; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [30747/16]

18/10/2016WRV03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The HSE’s 
report “Time to Move on from Congregated Settings – A Strategy for Community Inclusion”, 
(2011) proposes a new model of support in the community by moving people from institutional 
settings to the community.  The plan is being rolled out at a regional and local level and involves 
full consultation with stakeholders. 

The Programme for Government contains a commitment to continue to move people with 
disabilities out of congregated settings, to enable them to live independently and to be included 
in the community.  Currently, 2725 people live in congregated settings and our objective is to 
reduce this figure by one-third by 2021 and ultimately, to eliminate all congregated settings.

The HSE has established a subgroup, under ‘Transforming Lives’, the Programme to imple-
ment the recommendations of the Value for Money and Policy Review of Disability Services, 
which is developing an implementation plan for moving people from institutions.  I welcome 
the fact that the needs of people moving from congregated settings will be fully taken into ac-
count during this process as the model of care for individuals will be based on a person centred 
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plan. 

The HSE’s 2016 National Service Plan has set a target of 165 people to move from institu-
tions in 2016 into suitable accommodation.  Earlier this year, I announced that we are providing 
€100 million in capital funding from now until 2021 in respect of acquiring and renovating 
properties in priority institutions identified by the HSE.  This will  ensure that people are able 
to move out of congregated settings, and into their own homes in the community.  I want to em-
phasise that the appropriate supports and resources are being put in place to ensure that people 
are supported as they move out of residential centres. 

In addition, I am pleased to note that the Department of the Environment is providing €10 
million under the Capital Assistance Scheme to provide suitable accommodation for people 
transitioning from institutions in 2016.  The HSE estimate that a further 100 people could ben-
efit from this initiative.  €1 million in ring-fenced leasing funding is also being made available 
by the Department of the Environment in 2016 to support people moving from institutions into 
suitable social housing in the community.  This demonstrates the joined up commitment of both 
Departments to support the de-congregation programme.  

The HSE has developed a three strand approach to accelerate transitions from institutions 
in the period 2016-2021, with a target of 900 people to move to more suitable accommodation 
in this period. 

-  Strand 1- is focused on large institutional settings at high risk of not meeting HIQA Stan-
dards;

-  Strand 2- is focused on moving people into suitable social housing in the community 
through the Department of Environment schemes; and

-  Strand 3- is focused on remaining service users in congregated settings who could move 
to suitable accommodation.

I can assure any concerned residents or family members that the process of moving a person 
with disabilities out of a congregated setting is not something that happens overnight.  This pro-
cess of moving people to more suitable accommodation in the community will take place over 
a number of years, and will be done in full consultation with all residents and their families.

As the HSE is responsible for leading out on the recommendations on “Time to Move on 
from Congregated Settings - A Strategy for Community Inclusion”, I have arranged for the 
question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRV03350General Practitioner Services

18/10/2016WRV03400502. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health if the recruitment process 
for filling the vacant general practitioner position at Johnstownbridge health clinic, County 
Kildare, has been completed to schedule, that is, by mid-September; if a new GP has been ap-
pointed; when the new GP contract will commence; if the previous level of 100 hour weekly GP 
cover will be maintained under the new contract; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[30748/16]

18/10/2016WRV03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.
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18/10/2016WRV03550Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

18/10/2016WRV03600503. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision 
of a blood monitor in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30749/16]

18/10/2016WRV03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRV03750Long-Term Illness Scheme Eligibility

18/10/2016WRV03800504. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health his plans to adjust the eligibility to 
the long term illness scheme to include conditions and illnesses such as osteoporosis, in view 
of the high costs associated with this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30756/16]

18/10/2016WRV03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Long Term Illness (LTI) Scheme was 
established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended).  The conditions covered 
by the scheme are: acute leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person 
under 16); cystic fibrosis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes 
mellitus; parkinsonism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; 
and conditions arising from the use of Thalidomide.  Under the LTI Scheme, patients receive 
drugs, medicines, and medical and surgical appliances directly related to the treatment of their 
illness, free of charge.

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the LTI Scheme.

18/10/2016WRV03950Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

18/10/2016WRV04000505. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an application 
for the fair deal scheme in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30760/16]

18/10/2016WRV04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

18/10/2016WRV04175Departmental Inquiries

18/10/2016WRV04200506. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will establish an indepen-
dent external inquiry into events surrounding the treatment and care of a person (details sup-
plied) and the events that followed; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [30774/16]

18/10/2016WRV04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

18/10/2016WRV04350Psychological Services

18/10/2016WRV04400507. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a psychologist for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30782/16]
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18/10/2016WRV04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRV04550Respite Care Services Provision

18/10/2016WRV04600508. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of respite 
care for children with physical and intellectual disabilities in County Carlow; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30784/16]

18/10/2016WRV04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath):The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRV04750Hospital Waiting Lists

18/10/2016WRV04800509. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when an operation will be pro-
vided for a person (details supplied) in County Galway; the reason for the delay; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30788/16]

18/10/2016WRV04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.

18/10/2016WRW00200Dental Services Provision

18/10/2016WRW00300510. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when the dental service will 
be available again in Carna medical centre, County Galway, in view of the fact that the service 
has not been in the area for the past three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30792/16]

18/10/2016WRW00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-



Questions - Written Answers

366

ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRW00500Medical Card Drugs Availability

18/10/2016WRW00600511. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason the drug cipra-
mil is not on the medical card system and only the generic version is (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [30795/16]

18/10/2016WRW00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRW00800Health Services Staff

18/10/2016WRW00900512. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Health the actions taken by the HSE 
to date to enforce amongst all HSE services the ruling of the European Court of Justice which 
determined that time spent travelling to and from first and last appointments by workers without 
a fixed office as working time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30797/16]

18/10/2016WRW01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

18/10/2016WRW01100Hospital Appointments Status

18/10/2016WRW01200513. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when an operation in Cork 
University Hospital will be scheduled for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30804/16]

18/10/2016WRW01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRW01400Autism Support Services

18/10/2016WRW01500514. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) with an autism spectrum disorder diagnosis who received a satisfactory service with 
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the Roscommon early intervention team in their first year of primary school has now been left 
unsupported in their school setting with an inadequate response from the Galway-Roscommon 
ASD service and with a lack of school-based services and advocacy; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30806/16]

18/10/2016WRW01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRW01700Hospital Appointments Delays

18/10/2016WRW01800515. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an immediate appointment 
will be arranged for a person (details supplied) at the rheumatology department of Waterford 
Regional Hospital; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30807/16]

18/10/2016WRW01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and 
the hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

18/10/2016WRW02000Mental Health Services

18/10/2016WRW02100516. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if he or a senior official 
from the HSE will engage with a radio station (details supplied) to explain to the public the 
services which are available for families and persons dealing with mental health issues and to 
answer queries from the public on the same issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30808/16]

18/10/2016WRW02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): Media re-
quests for Ministers and Ministers of State for Health should be made via the Department of 
Health Press and Communications Office.  Requests from the media for HSE officials should 
be directed to the HSE Press Office.  The Deputy will be aware that there is a wide range of in-
formation available, from both statutory and non-statutory agencies, to young people or adults 
seeking information on mental health policy and services.  I would suggest that, in the first 
instance, people should enquire from their GP, or the local/ Mental Health Office or website.

18/10/2016WRW02300Hospital Appointments Status

18/10/2016WRW02400517. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a hip replacement opera-
tion will be arranged as a matter of urgency for a person (details supplied) at Waterford Re-
gional Hospital. [30809/16]
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18/10/2016WRW02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRW02600Health Services Staff

18/10/2016WRW02700518. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health if he will provide clarification 
on the employment status of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30816/16]

18/10/2016WRW02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

18/10/2016WRW02900Special Educational Needs

18/10/2016WRW03000519. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for children 
for assessment of need in counties Cavan and Monaghan in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30829/16]

18/10/2016WRW03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRW03200Speech and Language Therapy

18/10/2016WRW03300520. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for children for 
speech and language therapy in counties Cavan and Monaghan in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30830/16]

18/10/2016WRW03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRW03500Occupational Therapy

18/10/2016WRW03600521. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for children for 
occupational therapy in counties Cavan and Monaghan and throughout the country in tabular 
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form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30831/16]

18/10/2016WRW03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRW03800Home Care Packages Provision

18/10/2016WRW03900522. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the total number of home care 
hours that will be delivered in 2017 arising from the total allocation made for this in budget 
2017. [30833/16]

18/10/2016WRW04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am pleased 
to say that overall funding for services for older people has increased to €765 million in 2017 - 
an increase of €82 million since the HSE’s 2016 Service Plan.  This has focused on additional 
funding for homecare in particular and is aimed at allowing people to continue to live in their 
own homes and at facilitating discharge of older people from acute hospitals.

Since the Government took Office, we have significantly increased the funding available for 
homecare.  An additional €40m (including €10m as part of the forthcoming Winter initiative) 
already provided in 2016 represented an increase of over 13% in the total funding available, and 
means that the number of Home Care Packages provided this year will increase from 15,450 to 
15,800 and home help hours from 10.4 million to 10.57 million.

The Winter Initiative will also provide another €1.4m for homecare this year which will 
provide a further 650 Packages by year’s end.  These will be targeted at 10 specific hospitals to 
allow people to be discharged home quickly.  Over 2016 the number of Home care Packages 
being provided will have increased by 1,000.

In 2017, €14.6m of the Winter Initiative will be to fund homecare, and there will be another 
€3.8m to maintain existing levels of service and €10m for new developments.  Details of the 
services to be provided with these funds will be set out in the coming weeks in the forthcoming 
HSE 2017 National Service Plan.

18/10/2016WRW04100Services for People with Disabilities

18/10/2016WRW04200523. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the total number of extra per-
sonal hours budgeted for in 2017 arising from budget 2017; and the amount set aside for extra 
hours in 2017. [30834/16]

18/10/2016WRW04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles:  equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

With regard to assisted living services, the Health Service Executive’s (HSE’s) priority in 
the 2016 National Service Plan has been to protect the level of services provided in 2015.  That 
said, the need for increased Personal Assistant services is acknowledged.
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I am very pleased that as part of Budget 2017, I have been able to both protect significant 
existing resources and obtain additional funding for disability services.  The allocation for dis-
ability services will rise to over €1.654 billion in 2017, as compared with the 2016 allocation 
of €1.562 billion.  The HSE will consider the provision of Personal Assistant services within 
the overall increased envelope of funding for disability services, as part of its preparation of the 
National Service Plan for 2017.

18/10/2016WRW04400Medicinal Products Reimbursement

18/10/2016WRW04500524. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the current position regarding the 
reimbursement of Orkambi for persons with cystic fibrosis; if the full health technology assess-
ment by the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics has been completed; if a report has been 
submitted to the HSE for consideration on this matter; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30871/16]

18/10/2016WRW04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drugs schemes, in 
accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  Prior to decid-
ing whether to reimburse a medicine, the HSE considers a range of statutory criteria, including 
clinical need, cost-effectiveness and the resources available.

The decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds by the HSE, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharma-
coeconomics (NCPE). The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) of pharma-
ceutical products for the HSE, and can make recommendations on reimbursement to assist the 
HSE in its decision-making process.  The NCPE used a decision framework to systematically 
assess whether the drug  is cost-effective as a health intervention.

I am informed that, following a request from the HSE, the NCPE carried out an assessment 
of the manufacturer’s economic dossier submitted in March 2016 on the cost effectiveness of 
lumacaftor/ivacaftor (Orkambi).  This dossier included details on all relevant costs and relevant 
cost offsets including hospitalisation, disease management costs, intravenous antibiotics, ad-
verse events and any additional costs arising in patients not taking Orkambi.

The NCPE has completed its HTA and submitted it to the HSE.  The NCPE determined, 
following an evaluation of the economic dossier, that the  manufacturer failed to demonstrate 
cost-effectiveness or value for money from using the drug.  The NCPE have confirmed that  all 
relevant costs were included in the analysis.

A summary of the HTA has been published on the NCPE website and is available at: http://
www.ncpe.ie/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Website-summary-orkambi.pdf.

The HSE has since had further engagements with the manufacturer in an effort to secure 
significant price reductions for Orkambi.  The HSE will consider the outcome of these engage-
ments and any other, together with the NCPE recommendation, in making a final decision on 
reimbursement.

18/10/2016WRW04700Hospital Waiting Lists

18/10/2016WRW04800525. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be provided with chemotherapy treatment recommended by a consultant; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [30892/16]

18/10/2016WRW04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRW05000Prescriptions Charges

18/10/2016WRW05100526. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if the prescription levy applies to 
an item based on the number of times it is dispensed, that is weekly or daily, or based on the 
number of items irrespective of the number of times it is dispensed to a patient; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30895/16]

18/10/2016WRW05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is an operational matter, it has been 
referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRW05300Prescriptions Charges

18/10/2016WRW05400527. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health his plans to phase out the prescrip-
tion levy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30896/16]

18/10/2016WRW05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Programme for Partnership Govern-
ment includes a commitment to reduce the cost of medicines by reducing the annual required 
co-payment on the Drugs Payment Scheme and reducing prescription charges for medical card 
holders.

Budget 2017 provides for a reduction in the prescription charge for over 70s medical card 
holders.  I intend to implement this initiative by reducing the per item charge by 50c, from 
€2.50 to €2.00, and reducing the monthly cap by €5, from €25 to €20.  This initiative will re-
quire changes in primary legislation and pharmacy payments systems.  Subject to the enactment 
of the necessary legislation, the Government intends that the reductions will take effect on 1 
March 2017.  The reduction on the per item charge will benefit 330,000 medical card holders.

18/10/2016WRW05600Prescriptions Charges

18/10/2016WRW05700528. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of reducing the 
prescription levy by €5 for all medical card patients; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30897/16]

18/10/2016WRW05800529. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the full cost per annum of reduc-
ing the prescription levy by €5 for over 70s; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30898/16]

18/10/2016WRW05900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 528 and 
529 together.

The estimated cost of reducing the monthly limit through a reduction in the per item charge 
from €2.50 to €2.00 is set out in the following table.  

Full Year* From 1 March 2017
All medical card holders  €23 million €19 million
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Full Year* From 1 March 2017
Over 70s  €12 million €10 million

*Based on estimates provided by HSE.

18/10/2016WRW06000Accident and Emergency Departments Staff

18/10/2016WRW06100530. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to prevent 
staffing shortages at the emergency department, Midland Regional Hospital, Mullingar, be-
cause the new emergency department has not opened to date whilst awaiting the employment 
of the additional staff required; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30899/16]

18/10/2016WRW06200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRW06300Prescriptions Charges

18/10/2016WRW06400531. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the numbers who will benefit from 
the €5 reduction for over 70s; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30901/16]

18/10/2016WRW06500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Budget 2017 provides for a reduction in the 
prescription charge for over 70s medical card holders.  The reduction will potentially benefit 
330,000 medical card holders over 70.

18/10/2016WRW06600Prescriptions Charges

18/10/2016WRW06700532. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who currently 
exceed the €25 prescription levy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30902/16]

18/10/2016WRW06800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is an operational matter, it has been 
referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRW06900Prescriptions Charges

18/10/2016WRW07000533. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the total in revenue taken from pre-
scription charges each year since 2010 and to date in 2016; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30903/16]

18/10/2016WRW07100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE revenue from prescription charges 
for years 2010 to 2016, inclusive, to date is set out in the following table .

Year Prescription charge income (€m)
2010 7
2011 28
2012 30
2013 86
2014 118
2015 113
2016 80
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The most recent data available from the HSE indicates that revenue from prescription charg-
es for the first 9 months of 2016 was approximately €80 million.

The Deputy should note that  prescription charges were not introduced until 1 October 2010.

18/10/2016WRW07200Mental Health Services Funding

18/10/2016WRW07300534. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the amount of the health budget 
in budget 2017 that was set aside for persons with dementia; and the amount in 2016 (details 
supplied). [30906/16]

18/10/2016WRW07400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): Persons with 
dementia use a wide range of health and social care services and dementia very frequently oc-
curs alongside other conditions.  The total value of services accessed by persons with dementia 
is therefore well in excess of the figures given below, but information is not collated in that way.

I am pleased to say that overall funding for services for older people has increased to €765 
million in 2017 - an increase of €82 million since the HSE’s 2016 Service Plan.  This has fo-
cused on additional funding for homecare in particular and is aimed at allowing people to con-
tinue to live in their own homes and at facilitating discharge of older people from acute hospi-
tals.  A significant proportion of those availing of homecare services are people with dementia.

Since the Government took Office, we have significantly increased the funding available for 
homecare.  An additional €40m (including €10m as part of the forthcoming Winter initiative) 
already provided in 2016 represented an increase of over 13% in the total funding available, 
and means that the number of Home Care Packages provided this year increase from 15,450 to 
15,800 and home help hours from 10.4million to 10.57 million.

The Winter Initiative will also provide another €1.4m for homecare this year which will 
provide a further 650 Packages by year’s end. These will be targeted at 10 specific hospitals to 
allow people to be discharged home quickly. Over 2016 the number of Home care Packages 
being provided will have increased by 1,000.

In 2017, €14.6m of the Winter Initiative will be to fund homecare, and there will be another 
€3.8m to maintain existing levels of service and €10m for new developments.  Details of the 
services to be provided with these funds will be set out in the coming weeks in the forthcoming 
HSE 2017 National Service Plan.

The Implementation Programme, co-funded by the HSE and the Atlantic Philanthropies, 
which accompanies the Irish National Dementia Strategy, includes the provision of Intensive 
Home Care Packages for people with dementia valued at €22.1 million.  To date 133 people 
living with dementia have benefitted at an average cost of €1,000 per package per week and 71 
people are currently in receipt of such a package.  Up to 500 people with dementia and their 
families are expected to benefit from Intensive Home Care Packages over the lifetime of the 
Implementation Programme.  

These Dementia-Specific Intensive Home Care Packages, together with mainstream home 
help and standard packages, will facilitate people with dementia whose needs have been as-
sessed as requiring these supports to remain in their own homes and communities in accordance 
with the objectives of the National Dementia Strategy.

18/10/2016WRX00200Mental Health Services



Questions - Written Answers

374

18/10/2016WRX00300535. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health his plans to prioritise child and 
adolescent mental health services, CAMHS, for children in care; and the way in which he will 
achieve this [30911/16]

18/10/2016WRX00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): Additional 
funding provided for mental health services in the recent Budget accords with our Programme 
for Government commitments to improve all aspects of mental health services, including Child 
and Adolescent Mental Health services.  The allocation for mental health in 2017 will total 
around €851 million thereby giving an increase of €24.7 million, or approximately 3%, over 
2016.

In line with the recommendations of A Vision for Change  , the HSE has prioritised the 
mental health needs of those under age 18 by developing services in accordance with the HSE 
National Service Plan , and Operational Plans for 2016.  Child and Adolescent Mental Health 
services fall within the secondary and tertiary levels of specialist care.  A young person there-
fore must have a moderate to severe mental illness in order to access specialist services, based 
on professional assessed need.

The publication of a new Standard Operating Procedures in June 2015 has provided greater 
clarity and consistency on  how this specialist  mental health service for children should be 
delivered nationally.  The HSE works closely with TULSA to provide specialist services to chil-
dren in care. Improvements on this specific issue are subject to regular review, and operational 
improvements, given evolving service pressures and availability of resources.  It is important to 
note that, despite increasing demands overall on the Child and Adolescent Mental Health sys-
tem, irrespective of the source of referrals, individual cases assessed as requiring urgent access 
to such services receive priority.

The HSE is also improving collaboration between the Mental Health and Primary Care 
Divisions of the Executive in the areas of Preventative, Early Intervention and Counselling 
services for young people.  Depending on the level of acuity presenting, in the vast majority of 
cases young people will be assessed and treated at Primary Care level , or in Social Care or Dis-
ability services, without needing specialist clinical input.  The latter is only one element of an 
overall care approach that can be provided to young people to promote positive mental health.   

18/10/2016WRX00500Mental Health Services Provision

18/10/2016WRX00600536. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health when the policy and strategy 
will be developed in relation to the recommendations in the Children’s Mental Health Coali-
tion Someone to Care report to develop a policy statement and national strategy to address the 
mental health needs of children and young persons in care and detention. [30912/16]

18/10/2016WRX00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Minister 
has no official responsibility to the Dáil in relation to this matter.  The Report referred to in the 
Question was launched by the Minister for Children.  The PQ was offered to that Department 
on Transfer but they have refused.  We also offered it to Department of Justice who were of 
the opinion that the responsibility for the Report lies with Department of Children and Youth 
Affairs.

18/10/2016WRX00800Palliative Care for Children

18/10/2016WRX00900537. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the actions that have been 
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taken to date to ensure appropriate care pathways are in place in end of life care, including the 
provision of respite, hospice and end of life care during the perinatal period, infancy, childhood 
and adulthood; his plans to do this, particularly for children and to ensure geographic equal-
ity of services; the investment planned for this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30923/16]

18/10/2016WRX01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): In Decem-
ber 2009 the Department of Health published Palliative Care for Children with Life Limiting 
Conditions:a National Policy.  The Policy provides clear direction for the development of an 
integrated palliative care service for children and their families, across all care settings.  It aims 
to address the deficits identified in a national needs assessment undertaken in 2005.  Following 
the publication of the Policy, the National Development Committee for Children’s Palliative 
Care (NDC) was established by the HSE to oversee the implementation of its recommenda-
tions. The emphasis on partnership is reflected in the committee membership comprising statu-
tory, voluntary, professional, and parent representation.  The Committee is currently co-chaired 
by the HSE National Lead for Palliative Care and the CEO of LauraLynn Hospice.  The Policy 
contains 31 recommendations under 19 headings and places significant emphasis on supporting 
families and health care professionals to care for children in their own homes.  With regard to 
perinatal services, the evidence available  suggests that the best location of care is within the 
maternity or paediatric setting. 

To support the implementation of the children’s palliative care policy, a programme of care 
for children with life-limiting conditions has been established including the appointment of 
a Paediatric Consultant with a Special Interest in Palliative Care, based in Crumlin.  As well 
as supporting other paediatricians, the Consultant also provides clinical support and advice 
to maternity hospitals and neonatologists.  The programme also included the appointment of 
eight Children’s Outreach Nurses (CONs) whose role is to ensure that children being cared 
for at home by their families have access to co-ordinated and supportive services.  The nurses 
liaise closely with statutory and voluntary service providers including local GPs, PHNs, Dis-
ability Services, the Jack and Jill Foundation and LauraLynn etc.  A further two nurses are 
being recruited under the Programme, one in Letterkenny and the other to the Children’s Hos-
pital Group.  An independent evaluation of the Children’s Palliative Care Programme, which 
will be published shortly, has recommended that the children’s outreach nursing service be 
strengthened, both to meet increased demand and to address geographical inequities in service 
provision.  The Irish Hospice Foundation has also agreed to fund a second Consultant post for 
a one-year period.  

A national programme of structured continuing professional education on caring for chil-
dren with life-limiting conditions has been developed in partnership with Our Lady’s Children’s 
Hospital Crumlin.  The programme is provided in locations around the country and is available 
to all health care staff.  An integrated website for parents has been developed through the All 
Island Institute for Hospice and Palliative Care.  A national needs assessment on respite care 
was undertaken and the report Respite Services for Children with Life-limiting Conditions and 
their Families in Ireland   was published in 2013.  The National Development Committee is 
also making progress on other recommendations including the development of the model of 
care, the development of a model for ‘Hospice at Home’, clinical and governance protocols, 
standards and pathways, and bereavement care.  The HSE’s Primary Care Division provides 
homecare packages to facilitate children with complex care needs to be cared for at home. 

18/10/2016WRX01100Palliative Care for Children
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18/10/2016WRX01200538. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the meetings that have been 
held to date to ensure appropriate care pathways are in place in end of life care, including the 
provision of respite, hospice and end of life care during the perinatal period, infancy, childhood 
and adulthood; if his attention has been drawn to an organisation (details supplied) fighting for 
the provision of hospice and end of life care for children, particularly for children in geographi-
cally disadvantaged areas; if he has received a request to meet with this group, HSE officials 
and members of the Oireachtas; if he will accede to this; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30924/16]

18/10/2016WRX01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): In Decem-
ber 2009 the Department of Health published Palliative Care for Children with Life Limiting 
Conditions:a National Policy.  The Policy provides clear direction for the development of an 
integrated palliative care service for children and their families, across all care settings. It aims 
to address the deficits identified in a national needs assessment undertaken in 2005.   Following 
the publication of the Policy, the National Development Committee for Children’s Palliative 
Care (NDC) was established by the HSE to oversee the implementation of its recommenda-
tions.  The emphasis on partnership is reflected in the committee membership comprising statu-
tory, voluntary, professional, and parent representation.  The Committee is currently co-chaired 
by the HSE National Lead for Palliative Care and the CEO of LauraLynn Hospice.  The Policy 
contains 31 recommendations under 19 headings and places significant emphasis on supporting 
families and health care professionals to care for children in their own homes.  With regard to 
perinatal services, the evidence available  suggests that the best location of care is within the 
maternity or paediatric setting. 

To support the implementation of the children’s palliative care policy, a programme of care 
for children with life-limiting conditions has been established including the appointment of 
a Paediatric Consultant with a Special Interest in Palliative Care, based in Crumlin.  As well 
as supporting other paediatricians, the Consultant also provides clinical support and advice to 
maternity hospitals and neonatologists.  The programme also included the appointment of eight 
Children’s Outreach Nurses (CONs) whose role is to ensure that children being cared for at 
home by their families have access to co-ordinated and supportive services.  The nurses liaise 
closely with statutory and voluntary service providers including local GPs, Public Health Nurs-
es, Disability Services, the Jack and Jill Foundation and LauraLynn etc.  A further two nurses 
are being recruited under the Programme, one in Letterkenny and the other to the Children’s 
Hospital Group.  An independent evaluation of the Children’s Palliative Care Programme, 
which will be published shortly, has recommended that the children’s outreach nursing service 
be strengthened, both to meet increased demand and to address geographical inequities in ser-
vice provision.  The Irish Hospice Foundation has also agreed to fund a second Consultant post 
for a one-year period.  

A national programme of structured continuing professional education on caring for chil-
dren with life-limiting conditions has been developed in partnership with Our Lady’s Children’s 
Hospital Crumlin.  The programme is provided in locations around the country and is available 
to all health care staff. An integrated website for parents has been developed through the All 
Island Institute for Hospice and Palliative Care.  A national needs assessment on respite care 
was undertaken and the report Respite Services for Children with Life-limiting Conditions and 
their Families in Ireland   was published in 2013.  The National Development Committee is 
also making progress on other recommendations including the development of the model of 
care, the development of a model for ‘Hospice at Home’, clinical and governance protocols, 
standards and pathways, and bereavement care.  The HSE’s Primary Care Division provides 
homecare packages to facilitate children with complex care needs to be cared for at home. 

In February 2015 representatives from Our Children’s Voice met with the previous Minister 
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for Health, Mr. Leo Varadkar T.D.  My Department has not received any requests for a further 
meeting.  As the issues raised by Our Children’s Voice  relate to the provision of services they 
are a matter for the HSE in the first instance.  Should the Group so request my Department can 
arrange a meeting with the appropriate representatives from the HSE at an early date 

18/10/2016WRX01400Maternity Services

18/10/2016WRX01500539. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the status of the implementation of 
the national maternity strategy; and if there has been any decision on the capital funding model 
[30930/16]

18/10/2016WRX01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Women & Infants Health Pro-
gramme will lead the implementation of Ireland’s first National Maternity Strategy - Creating A 
Better Future Together 2016 - 2026.  Work to establish the Programme Leadership Team con-
tinues.  The Programme will draw up a detailed action plan that will inform the full implemen-
tation of the Strategy; this work will include the identification of capital funding requirements.  
As with all capital projects, the further development of the health care infrastructure, including 
that relating to the National Maternity Strategy, must be considered and prioritised within the 
context of the overall capital envelope available to the health service.  The HSE will continue 
to apply the available funding for infrastructure development in the most effective way possible 
to meet current and future needs.

18/10/2016WRX01700Mental Health Services Provision

18/10/2016WRX01800540. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the status of the roll-out of A Vision 
for Change; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30931/16]

18/10/2016WRX01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): ‘A Vision for 
Change’, published in 2006, sets out a 10-year policy framework for Ireland’s mental health 
services.  It recommended that interventions should be aimed at maximising recovery from 
mental illness, building on service user and social network resources to achieve meaningful 
integration and participation in community life.  In addition, it recommended that mental health 
services should be organised nationally in catchment areas for populations of between 250,000 
and 400,000 and that specialist expertise should be provided by community mental health teams 
(CMHTs) - expanded multidisciplinary teams of clinicians who work together to fulfil the needs 
of service users.  

Progress, while slower than originally anticipated, continues to be made in implementing 
the Report’s recommendations.  A number of service improvements has been implemented in 
parallel with the accelerated closure of old psychiatric hospitals and their replacement with be-
spoke new facilities, better suited to modern mental health care.  Service improvements include 
the development of adult and child & adolescent services, shorter episodes of in-patient care, 
the adoption of a recovery approach in the delivery of services, and the involvement of service 
users in service planning and delivery. 

Other going developments include the development of counselling services across both 
primary and secondary care, including early intervention at primary care level; a greater aware-
ness of fostering mental health promotion in society through campaigns like the ‘Let’s Talk’ and 
‘The Little Things’ campaigns; the publication last year of the Expert Review Group Report on 
the Mental Health Act 2001 and the new Suicide Prevention Strategy ‘Connecting for Life’;  a 
reduction in the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) waiting lists for those 
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waiting over 12 Months and the commencement of work on the new National Forensic Hospital 
to replace the Central Mental Hospital in Dundrum.

In addition, funding has been made available to facilitate the transfer of some patients from 
the Forensic Mental Health Services to the community, investment in high observation in acute 
mental health units, the improvement of  24/7 services through additional liaison psychiatry 
services, new clinical programmes and provision of additional clinical space in community 
services.   

  ‘A Vision for Change’ has guided national mental health policy for the past 10 years and its 
term ends this year.  The Department will shortly be awarding a tender for a review and analysis 
of international evidence and best practice in the development of mental health services, includ-
ing a review of current delivery of services in Ireland.  The outcome of this review will inform 
the parameters of a review of   ‘A Vision for Change.

18/10/2016WRX02000Health Services Data

18/10/2016WRX02100541. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
waiting list for DEXA scanning in Galway. [30940/16]

18/10/2016WRX02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the specific case raised, I have 
asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRX02300Health Services Data

18/10/2016WRX02400542. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of hip and knee 
surgeries performed in Galway hospital in 2014, 2015 and to date in 2016. [30941/16]

18/10/2016WRX02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRX02600Hospital Staff

18/10/2016WRX02700543. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health if the position vacated by an 
orthopaedic surgeon in 2015 in Galway been filled; and if not, when it will be filled. [30942/16]

18/10/2016WRX02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRX02900Health Services Data

18/10/2016WRX03000544. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of hip and knee 
surgeries performed in Mayo University Hospital in 2014, 2015 and to date in 2016. [30943/16]

18/10/2016WRX03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRX03200Hospital Waiting Lists
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18/10/2016WRX03300545. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of children on 
the paediatric waiting list to see a rheumatology consultant across the country; the number in 
the western region; and the number waiting longer than 12 weeks to be seen by a consultant 
[30944/16]

18/10/2016WRX03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Paediatric Rheumatology is an emerging 
speciality in paediatrics in Ireland.  As a specialty it has only begun developing in Our Lady’s 
Children’s Hospital, Crumlin since 2010 and is developing incrementally since then.  Invest-
ment was first made in 2010 to appoint the first consultant paediatric rheumatologists along 
with supporting NCHDs and physiotherapy and occupational therapy to establish a paediatric 
rheumatology service in the hospital.  

Temple Street Children’s University Hospital has a General Paediatrician with a Special In-
terest in Rheumatology and is also developing its service.  Both hospitals work closely together 
to manage demand and support each other’s work. 

I have arranged for the question to be forwarded to the Health Service Executive, who will 
respond directly to the Deputy in relation to the information requested on paediatric waiting 
times to see a rheumatology consultant across the country. 

18/10/2016WRX03500Health Services Expenditure

18/10/2016WRX03600546. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the amount spent nationally on 
rheumatology services both adult and paediatric; the amount being ring-fenced out of the 2017 
budget; and the amount being spent on staffing. [30945/16]

18/10/2016WRX03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRX03800Health Services Expenditure

18/10/2016WRX03900547. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the amount spent nationally on 
orthopaedic services; the amount being ring-fenced out of the 2017 budget; and the amount be-
ing spent on staffing. [30946/16]

18/10/2016WRX04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

18/10/2016WRX04100Hospital Staff Recruitment

18/10/2016WRX04200548. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the position on the provision of 
rheumatology services at Mayo University Hospital; when the newly hired consultant will be 
starting in Mayo University Hospital; the number of days per week they will be in Mayo; the 
number of consultant hours which will be provided to Mayo; the number of persons expected to 
be seen; and the additional staff being hired into Mayo University Hospital directly connected 
with the provision of a rheumatology service at Mayo University Hospital. [30947/16]

18/10/2016WRX04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.
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18/10/2016WRX04400Nursing Staff Recruitment

18/10/2016WRX04500549. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health if the process to replace two 
clinical nurses has commenced (details supplied); if a recruitment competition opened up; if 
not, the reason; and when recruitment will commence. [30948/16]

18/10/2016WRX04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

18/10/2016WRX04700Nursing Staff Provision

18/10/2016WRX04800550. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health if the post a person (details sup-
plied) held as a clinical nurse specialist in rheumatology has been back filled; if not, the reason; 
and when this post will be filled. [30949/16]

18/10/2016WRX04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

18/10/2016WRX05000Disability Services Provision

18/10/2016WRX05100551. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the HSE’s plans for long-term 
care for a person (details supplied). [30950/16]

18/10/2016WRX05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRX05300Orthodontic Services Provision

18/10/2016WRX05400552. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Health the current waiting times for persons 
to be referred, assessed and receive orthodontic treatment at St. Colmcille’s Hospital, Lough-
linstown; if the number of staff engaged to provide the service has increased or decreased each 
year for the past five years; if the number of staff employed is, in his view, sufficient to provide 
timely and accessible quality care to persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30723/16]

18/10/2016WRX05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRX05600Medical Card Administration

18/10/2016WRX05700553. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which the 
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standardised procedures for processing medical card procedures could be improved with a view 
to a more expeditious process, with particular reference to patients suffering from a life-threat-
ening or terminal illness; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30972/16]

18/10/2016WRX05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act, 1970, medical cards 
are provided to persons who are, in the opinion of the HSE, unable without undue hardship to 
arrange GP services for themselves and their dependents and every application must be assessed 
on that basis.  In accordance with the Act, the assessment for a medical card is determined pri-
marily by reference to the means, including the income and expenditure, of the applicant and 
his or her partner and dependents.  Where deemed appropriate in particular circumstances, the 
HSE may exercise discretion and grant a medical card even though an applicant exceeds the 
income guidelines but where they may face difficult financial circumstances, such as extra costs 
arising from illness.

It should be noted that every effort is made by the HSE, within the framework of the legisla-
tion, to support applicants in applying for a medical card and, in particular, to take full account 
of the difficult circumstances in the case of applicants who may be in excess of the income 
guidelines.  

Social and medical issues are considered when determining whether undue hardship exists 
for an individual accessing general practitioner or other medical services.  The HSE affords 
applicants the opportunity to furnish supporting information and documentation to fully take 
account of all the relevant circumstances that may benefit them in the assessment, including 
medical evidence of cost and necessary expenses.

It is important that people with medical needs and it is important that they should be able 
to access necessary assistance in a straight forward manner.  It is clear greater discretion is be-
ing exercised by the HSE because the number of discretionary medical cards in circulation has 
increased from about 52,000 in mid-2014 to over 110,453 as of 1st September this year.  This 
followed the measures announced by my predecessor Minister Varadkar, when the “Keane” 
Report of the Expert Panel on Medical Need for Medical Card Eligibility  was published.  The 
“Keane” Report found that it is not feasible, desirable or ethically justifiable to list medical con-
ditions for medical card eligibility.  On foot of the publication of the report, the HSE established 
a Clinical Advisory Group to develop clinical oversight and guidance for the operation of a 
more compassionate and trusted medical card system.  Its establishment followed the comple-
tion of the work of the Expert Panel on Medical Need for Medical Card Eligibility and demon-
strates the HSE’s commitment to the development of a medical system which is responsive and 
considerate  of an applicant’s particular circumstances.

The HSE has a system in place for the provision of medical cards in response to an emer-
gency situation for persons with a serious medical condition in need of urgent or on-going 
medical care that they cannot afford and persons in palliative care, who are terminally ill.  With 
the exception of terminally ill patients, all medical cards, granted on an emergency basis, are 
issued on the basis that the patient is eligible for a medical card on the basis of means or undue 
hardship, and will follow up with a full application within a number of weeks of receiving the 
medical card eligibility.  These cards are issued within 24 hours of receipt of the required pa-
tient details and a letter which confirms the medical condition from a doctor or consultant.  For 
terminally ill persons, no means test applies.

18/10/2016WRX05900Accident and Emergency Services Provision

18/10/2016WRX06000554. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which primary 
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care centres are capable of alleviating the burden of overcrowding at the accident and emergen-
cy facilities in general hospitals by way of dealing with cases which might not require hospital 
treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30973/16]

18/10/2016WRX06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Programme for a Partnership Govern-
ment commits to a decisive shift towards primary care so that we can provide better care close 
to home for communities around the country.  The Government wants to develop and expand 
the capacity in primary care in order to encompass health promotion, prevention, early identi-
fication, simple and early interventions, and patient empowerment, rather than mainly dealing 
with acute episodes as they occur.  The expansion of the range of services and capacity avail-
able within primary and community care can help to keep people well and minimise, as far as 
possible, the number of patients admitted to hospitals in the first place.

The development of Primary Care Centres to accommodate Primary Care Teams and,  where 
possible, GPs  in the one location is a key enabler for the delivery of primary care services.  Pri-
mary Care Centres facilitate the shift from acute care towards primary care because of the range 
of multi-disciplinary services they can provide and the role they can play in keeping people who 
don’t need to be in an acute setting out of hospital.

There is a range of initiatives and services provided in a primary care setting and which I 
hope to see further developed, which are intended to prevent unnecessary hospital admission or 
attendance and to facilitate early discharge of patients.  These initiatives include the implemen-
tation of Community Intervention Teams (CITs), Outpatient Parenteral Antimicrobial Therapy 
(OPAT), Ultrasound Diagnostics and the GP Minor Surgery Pilot Initiative.

The 2016/2017 Winter Initiative provides for the expansion of Community Intervention 
Team services in four areas (Dublin North, Louth/Meath, Galway/Roscommon and South Tip-
perary) with potential to support more than 7,500 additional patients through  the winter and 
during 2017. 

18/10/2016WRX06200Primary Care Centres

18/10/2016WRX06300555. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which the ex-
istence of primary care centres has affected the number of referrals to accident and emergency 
at general hospitals throughout the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30974/16]

18/10/2016WRX06400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): To date, the HSE has reported a year-on-
year increase of approximately 5% in Emergency Department attendances.  Despite increased 
demand, there has been a decrease of almost 5% in numbers of patients waiting on trolleys. 

My Department, working with the HSE, has been driving a range of integrated initiatives 
to alleviate overcrowding in EDs, including: reducing attendances by expanding primary care 
services, providing additional home help and homecare packages, increasing hospital capacity 
and improving how hospitals manage demand for emergency care. 

Primary care services are being expanded to alleviate pressures on EDs. 92 Primary Care 
centres have been opened, with 30 at an advanced stage of construction and a further 39 centres 
at the preliminary stages of development.  A project to increase access to diagnostic services in 
GP surgeries is currently delivering approximately 1,300 ultrasounds per month, while the GP 
Minor Surgery pilot has delivered just over 4,200 procedures since commencement.  Usage of 
out-of-hours GP services increased by 14% in the first half of 2016, compared with 2015.  Thir-
teen Community Intervention Teams are in place and have reduced hospital bed requirements 
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by approximately 73 beds per day in the first half of 2016. There were nearly 20,000 referrals to 
CITs in 2015, whereas there have been over 15,000 between January and July 2016.

In September the HSE published the “Winter Initiative 2016 – 2017”, which provides €40 
million of additional funding for winter preparedness.  Primary care measures under this Initia-
tive include expansion of Community Intervention Team services across 4 sites to support 5 
acute hospitals, benefitting over 6,500 additional patients, and an increase in the availability of 
aids and appliances, benefitting over 3000 patients and facilitating timely hospital discharge. 

Additional key deliverables include: providing an additional 950 Home Care Packages 
which are targeted at nine specific hospitals and the provision of an additional 58 Transitional 
Care bed approvals weekly.  Further, an additional 55 acute beds and 18 additional step-down 
beds will be made available, while Minor Injury services in Dublin are to be expanded to pro-
vide for an additional 100 patients each week.  Funding is also provided for an increased focus 
on flu vaccination of healthcare staff and the wider community. 

18/10/2016WRX06500Health Services Staff Recruitment

18/10/2016WRX06600556. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which medi-
cal, nursing or consultant posts remain to be filled throughout the public health services; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [30975/16]

18/10/2016WRX06700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

18/10/2016WRX06800Primary Care Centres Provision

18/10/2016WRX06900557. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding to 
the provision of primary care centres in County Kildare, those already constructed and opera-
tional, those planned, when they are likely to become available; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30976/16]

18/10/2016WRX07000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRX07100Orthodontic Services Provision

18/10/2016WRX07200558. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which he 
expects orthodontic services to be prioritised in the short and medium term having particular 
regard to the number of children diagnosed as being in need of such services; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30977/16]

18/10/2016WRX07300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

18/10/2016WRX07400Orthodontic Services Provision

18/10/2016WRX07500559. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the degree to which orth-
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odontic treatment requirements identified in the course of school medical examinations has 
been provided by way of follow-up; the waiting lists for such treatment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30978/16]

18/10/2016WRX07600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

Question No. 560 answered with Question No. 48.

18/10/2016WRY00250Health Insurance Prices

18/10/2016WRY00300561. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which his 
department continues to monitor the health insurance sector with a view to ensuring that the 
public continue to have access to competitive rates of health insurance; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30980/16]

18/10/2016WRY00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Insurance companies operate as commercial 
providers and as Minister for Health, I have no legal power to intervene in relation to any in-
surer’s prices. The cost of private health insurance is influenced by a number of factors such as 
the number of persons in the market, the age profile of those holding private health insurance 
and ongoing medical innovations. Each of these are contributors to the cost of care, the cost of 
claims and therefore the cost of premia payable. 

A community-rated health insurance market depends on inter-generational solidarity and 
requires a constant influx of young healthy members to support the older, less healthy members. 
Lifetime Community Rating and “Young Adult” rates of premium were introduced last year to 
encourage young people into the market. Following on from their introduction, the number of 
people now holding private health insurance is 2.133 million, or 46% of the Irish population, 
which includes an increase of over 104,000 from January 2015 to January 2016. This upward 
trend has continued in 2016 when the market grew by a further 11,000 to end-June. An increase 
in the numbers taking out health insurance helps to control premium inflation, thereby keeping 
health insurance more affordable for those who wish to avail of it.  

We have a highly competitive insurance market. Many consumers can make savings on their 
health insurance premiums by taking advantage of promotional offers and by reviewing their 
level of cover to ensure that their needs are being met, without being over-insured. The Health 
Insurance Authority website offers a clear price comparison and can be accessed at www.hia.
ie. All of the health insurers provide plans at a variety of price points, which provides scope 
for consumers to find value in the market and to access the level of cover appropriate to their 
individual or family needs.

18/10/2016WRY00425Health Services Expenditure

18/10/2016WRY00500562. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which his 
department monitors expenditure throughout the various structures of the health service with 
particular reference to the need to identify areas incurring over-expenditure habitually; the ac-
tion taken to date to address this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30981/16]

18/10/2016WRY00600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department’s Financial Performance 
Unit is responsible for monitoring and review of health service expenditure. 

As part of the service planning process, the HSE prepares an annual budget for each service 
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area, broken down into a monthly profile. 

On a monthly basis the HSE reports, by service area, actual spend to date, profile and any 
variance, along with a commentary.  For some areas, further analysis is provided (eg PCRS).  
These reports are examined and variations or trends are discussed with financial colleagues in 
the HSE. 

In addition, my Department has a monthly meeting with senior HSE staff to review ongoing 
performance issues and the effective implementation of remedial actions. 

The HSE’s Performance and Accountability Framework makes explicit the responsibilities 
of managers in relation to the four equally important domains of the Balanced Scorecard which 
are Access to services, the Quality and Safety of those Services, doing this within the Financial 
Resources available and by effectively harnessing the efforts of the Workforce. 

A key change which has been made under the enhanced and strengthened Performance and 
Accountability Framework is the move towards the more visible exercising of personal respon-
sibility and accountability at the primary service delivery unit level. Health service managers, 
designated as accountable officers, are explicitly and personally accountable for performing 
within their budgetary allocation. Accountable officers are named for each Hospital Group and 
Community Health Organisation and for the National Ambulance Service, Primary Care Reim-
bursement Service and Nursing Home Support Scheme.

The HSE has allocated maximum expenditure levels at this level and accountable officers 
are now fully responsible and accountable for managing the performance of services within 
their allocated budget.  To facilitate this, the accountable officer is responsible for preparing a 
financial plan in line with their Performance Agreement with the National Director setting out 
the actions they will take to meet the agreed performance targets across the four domains of 
Access, Quality & Safety, Finance and Human Resources, within the financial allocation.  This 
plan is required to be signed off by both the accountable officer and HSE senior management.

Commitment to the plan and associated targets and actions is formalised as part of the in-
dividual’s personal targets under their individual Performance Agreement.  The sign-off of the 
plan includes clarity on the process of support, intervention and sanction, with specific refer-
ence to the sanctions that may be imposed where a situation of inadequate performance is not 
rectified.  

The revised framework provides for public reporting of services which are the subject of 
escalation and, in particular, the named accountable officers whose services are the subject of 
escalation. In addition and as appropriate, senior HSE managers may be required to attend rel-
evant Oireachtas Committees to account for service delivery, quality and financial performance 
issues.

18/10/2016WRY00675Hospital Acquired Infections

18/10/2016WRY00700563. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which steps 
have been taken to eliminate MRSA or other such infections throughout the hospital service; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30982/16]

18/10/2016WRY00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The prevention and control of healthcare 
associated infections (HCAIs) and Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) continues to be a  signifi-
cant, long-standing patient safety and public health priority for the Department of Health. A 
wide range of initiatives has been put in place in the Irish health system over several years in 
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response to the rising incidence of AMRs and subsequent risk of contracting a HCAI. These 
include: 

-  improved surveillance of infections and prescribing;

-  infection prevention and control processes;

-  antimicrobial stewardship initiatives;

-  public and professional awareness raising, with a significant emphasis on the education 
and training of healthcare professionals;

-  A current review and update of National Clinical Effectiveness Committee (NCEC) na-
tional Guidelines on MRSA (2013) and Clostridium difficile   (2014) for healthcare profession-
als;

-  a current review and update  of HIQA’s National Standards for the Prevention and Control 
of Healthcare Associated Infections (HCAIs) (2009).

Over the past decade Irish microbiology laboratories serving all acute hospitals have sys-
temically monitored key clinically important bacteria known to cause potentially serious in-
fections, such as bloodstream infections (BSI).   There has been almost complete reporting of 
AMR data on BSI to the Health Service Executive’s Health Protection Surveillance Centre 
(HPSC) where data is analysed and reported back directly to participating laboratories and 
hospitals on a quarterly basis.  

The HPSC also published reports on the latest available national BSI AMR surveillance 
data and hospital level AMR surveillance data on its website at:

www.hpsc.ie/A-Z/MicrobiologyAntimicrobialResistance/InfectionControlandHAI/Surveil-
lance/HPSCSurveillance/ 

and 

www.hpsc.ie/A-Z/MicrobiologyAntimicrobialResistance/EuropeanAntimicrobialResis-
tanceSurveillanceSystemEARRS/ReferenceandEducationalResourcematerial/SaureusMRSA/
LatestSaureusMRSAdata/.

There has been a marked decrease in the rates of MRSA reported for Irish acute hospitals 
since 2007, both in the number of cases and as a percentage of overall bloodstream infections 
reported (which have also decreased):

- In 2007 the HPSC reported 536 cases of MRSA infection from a total of 1,393 overall 
‘isolates’, representing 38.5% of cases;

- In 2015 the HPSC reported 199 cases of  MRSA infection from a total of 1,082 overall 
isolates, representing 18.4% of cases.

- Provisional HPSC data for 2016 (Quarters 1 & 2) shows the downward trend in cases of 
MRSA infection continuing, with a small increase in overall bloodstream infection rates.  How-
ever, the HPSC cautions that provisional data is subject to change and it cannot be assumed that 
quarterly data yet to be reported will mirror data as reported in previous quarters.

On foot of concerns about outbreaks of  Multi-Drug resistant Organisms (MDROs) in recent 
years a National Taskforce on AMR to address the issues of managing and reducing AMR and 
HCAI was established by the HSE in 2015. The Taskforce’s remit is to direct and coordinate an 
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effective system-wide response to the issue of HCAI/AMR. 

The Taskforce is a multi-disciplinary high-level group that supports and advises HSE Divi-
sions on reducing incidences of MDRO through ensuring rational antimicrobial use across all 
healthcare settings, providing effective diagnostic support for infection, improving professional 
education, training and public engagement to promote wider understanding of the need for ap-
propriate use of antibiotics, ensuring compliance with the National Standards for the Prevention 
and Control of HCAI across all healthcare settings and ensuring implementation of national 
guidelines across all healthcare settings.  

Ireland also fully supports the World Health Organisation (WHO) Global Action Plan on 
Antimicrobial Resistance (2015) and recent Council Conclusions on AMR (June 2016).  The 
Council calls on Member States to have in place before mid-2017 ‘a national action plan against 
Antimicrobial resistance based on the ‘One Health’ approach and in line with the objectives 
of the WHO Global Action Plan’.  (The ‘One Health  ‘ concept is a worldwide strategy for 
expanding interdisciplinary collaborations and communications in all aspects of health care 
for humans, animals and the environment). The WHO is working with countries to support the 
development and implementation of their national plans, and will report progress to the World 
Health Assembly in 2017. 

Through the Interdepartmental AMR Consultative Committee, established and co-chaired 
by the Chief Medical Officer of this Department and the Chief Veterinary Officer of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and endorsed by both respective Ministers, Ireland 
is addressing the Council’s requirement for all Member States to have in place an Intersectoral 
co-ordination Mechanism to develop a national action plan against AMR to encompass both 
the human and animal sectors, agriculture and the wider environment. The Committee was 
launched on European Antibiotic Awareness Day in November 2014 and has a clear role and 
mandate across the human and animal health sectors. Committee membership consists of rep-
resentatives of both Departments and of the relevant HSE and veterinary specialist agencies, 
including other relevant bodies with a remit across the two sectors; membership is representa-
tive of major stakeholders. The Committee meets bi-annually and its most recent meeting took 
place on 13 April 2016.  

A key action for the Committee’s work during 2016 is the development of Ireland’s AMR 
national action plan.  This plan will cover the use of antimicrobial medicines in animal health 
and agriculture, as well as for human health. This work is continuing and the Committee is 
scheduled to meet again in late 2016 to assess progress on this major agenda item.

The prevention and control of healthcare associated infections (HCAIs) and AMR has been 
a significant patient safety and public health priority for the Department of Health Ireland for 
numerous years.   Ireland as a whole is fully committed to and engaged in addressing resolution 
of the problem of AMR and will continue to collaborate at international, EU and national levels 
to this end. 

18/10/2016WRY00850Primary Care Centres Provision

18/10/2016WRY00900564. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in re-
spect of the primary care building programme; the total number of such centres already in place, 
those planned and the schedule for the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30983/16]

18/10/2016WRY01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Programme for a Partnership Govern-
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ment commits to a decisive shift towards primary care so that we can provide better care close 
to home for communities around the country. Primary Care Centres are an integral part of this 
because of the range of multi-disciplinary services they can provide and the role they can play 
in keeping people who don’t need to be in an acute setting out of hospital.

I can advise the Deputy that 93 Primary Care Centres are already operational, of which 50 
were opened from 2011 to date in 2016. 

At present, there are 48 locations where primary care infrastructure is under construction or 
at an advanced planning stage, under three different methods of delivery: 14 by direct build, 14 
by Public Private Partnership (PPP) and a further 20 by operational lease. 

As the HSE has responsibility for the provision, along with the maintenance and operation 
of Primary Care Centres and other Primary Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to 
reply directly to the Deputy in relation to the progress of planned and proposed Primary Care 
Centres.

18/10/2016WRY01050Health Services Expenditure

18/10/2016WRY01100565. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which central 
procurement and generic prescribing have been each identified and assessed for potential to 
reduce health service costs without in any way affecting the quality and efficacy of the service; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30984/16]

18/10/2016WRY01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department has created a new Com-
munity Pharmacy, Dental, Optical and Aural Policy unit to bring a renewed focus to the devel-
opment of policy in relation to community pharmacy and the issues associated with achieving 
maximum benefit to patients. 

Driving further efficiencies and savings on the cost of medicines for the State is a key focus 
for my Department and the HSE.  The HSE has recently established a Drugs Management Port-
folio, which has already identified a range of projects to optimise value in the Primary Care and 
Hospital settings which includes examining issues such as the standardisation of procurement 
practices.  

The Portfolio also includes the work of the HSE’s Medicines Management Programme 
which introduced the preferred drugs initiative to facilitate more cost-effective prescribing par-
ticularly in relation to high-cost medicines. It continues to engage with general practitioners to 
reinforce the message around safe, effective and cost-effective prescribing including generic 
prescribing.  

In addition generic substitution and reference pricing continues to be rolled-out contributing 
to higher penetration rates for the use of generics.  As part of the Troika programme, Ireland was 
set a target of 70% generic penetration of the off-patent market by volume by end of 2016.  In 
Q2 of 2016 generics accounted for approximately 74% of the total off-patent market by volume 
and almost 52% by value. Therefore we are already ahead of our target for the end of 2016. The 
implementation of generic substitution and reference pricing has delivered savings of €47 mil-
lion in 2014 and €94 million in 2015.

Generic substitutions and referencing pricing is being progressed incrementally and forms 
part of the HSE’s Medicines Control Plan for 2016. 50 substances were identified for inclusion 
in the lists and 47 have been included to date. I have  recently requested that the HPRA review 
an additional 15 substances for inclusion on the interchangeable lists.  
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18/10/2016WRY01250Young Farmer Capital Investment Scheme Applications

18/10/2016WRY01300566. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
the application for grant aid for the installation of a slatted unit, tranche 2, will be approved for 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30204/16]

18/10/2016WRY01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The appli-
cants in question have applied under the Young Farmer’s Capital Investment Scheme under 
tranche 3 of TAMS II and their application has passed the administrative checks.

All of the eligible applications received in this tranche will go through the ranking and 
selection process very shortly. If selected, the application will be examined by the local office 
of the Department  to ensure that all technical aspects of the application are in order before ap-
proval issues. 

18/10/2016WRY01450Animal Welfare

18/10/2016WRY01500567. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his plans to bring about a ban on aversive training devices for animals considering signifi-
cant research indicating the physiological long term effects they pose to animals; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30251/16]

18/10/2016WRY01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013 a person is prohibited from causing unnecessary pain 
or suffering or endangering the health and welfare of any animal.  The Act also provides that 
a person having possession of an animal must ensure that the animal is kept in a manner that 
safeguards its health and welfare.  

S.I. No. 108 of 2014 provides for a ban on electro-immobilisation by means of any electri-
cal equipment of an instrument which applies a sustained electric current or impulse directly 
to a live animal. This legislation was originally enacted subsequent to a report to the Scientific 
Advisory Committee on Animal Health and Welfare which concluded that the use of electro-
immobilisation  causes distress and should be banned. Electrical stimulation or shock collars 
for training dogs are designed to produce stimuli lasting milliseconds rather than produce a 
sustained electric current. 

If the Deputy is aware of any specific complaints relating to the welfare of animals arising 
from the use of these devices, he should bring them to my Department’s attention.

18/10/2016WRY01650Animal Welfare

18/10/2016WRY01700568. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his plans to strengthen the laws around animal cruelty, including the provision of greater 
enforcement, more resources and annual inspections of premises; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30252/16]

18/10/2016WRY01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Incidents of 
animal cruelty are totally unacceptable and my Department devotes considerable resources to 
protecting animal welfare and dealing with breaches of animal welfare legislation. The Animal 
Health and Welfare Act 2013 has modernised the legal framework relating to the welfare of 
animals. Sections 11 and 12 of the Act 2013, which contain the main principles relating to the 
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welfare of animals and cruelty to animals, provide that a person having an animal in his or her 
possession or control must safeguard and not threaten the health and welfare of the animal.   In 
addition, it is an offence for a person to cause unnecessary suffering, endanger, neglect or be 
reckless regarding the health or welfare of any animal. 

In order to ensure its effectiveness, the Act provides for increased levels of penalties for 
offences committed under the Act. For major cases taken on indictment, the maximum penalty 
has been increased from €100,000 to €250,000, with a maximum custodial sentence of five 
years imprisonment.  Section 58 of the Act also provides that a person convicted of an offence 
under the Act may be disqualified from keeping, owning or working with an animal.  These 
penalties are in keeping with Irish jurisprudence and therefore I do not envisage further changes 

There have been thirteen successful prosecutions taken nationally in the last twelve months. 
Thirty eight prosecution files are currently being processed. In terms of resources devoted to the 
enforcement of the Animal Health and Welfare Act, in addition to staff employed by my own 
Department and by the local authorities, a number of officers of certain NGO’s have been given 
Authorised Officer status under the  Act and this has facilitated the more effective enforcement 
of the legislation.

However, my Department will continue to assess court outcomes in cruelty cases and will 
take account of these in any future review of the Act.

18/10/2016WRY01850Bord na gCon Inspections

18/10/2016WRY01900569. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the num-
ber of individual greyhounds available for racing on the racing management system in the peri-
ods July to December 2014, January to December 2015 and January to August 2016; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [30266/16]

18/10/2016WRY02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial State body, established in 1958 under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, chief-
ly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.

The information requested by the Deputy is an operational matter for Bord na gCon.

18/10/2016WRY02050Greyhound Industry

18/10/2016WRY02100570. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the num-
ber of greyhounds that were injured during trials at Irish Greyhound Board tracks; if there is a 
veterinary surgeon present for trials; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30267/16]

18/10/2016WRY02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial state body, established in 1958, under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, chief-
ly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry. Bord na 
gCon is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine.

The issue raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for Bord na gCon.

18/10/2016WRY02250GLAS Eligibility
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18/10/2016WRY02300571. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when tier three of GLAS will be open for applications; if there are to be any changes to the 
eligibility criteria; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30306/16]

18/10/2016WRY02400584. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when tier 3 of the GLAS scheme will be open for applications; if there are to be any changes to 
the eligibility criteria; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30353/16]

18/10/2016WRY02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 571 and 584 together.

Some 38,000 farmers have been approved into the first two Tranches of GLAS, 26,500 in 
GLAS 1 and 11,500 in GLAS 2. It is anticipated that the third tranche of GLAS (GLAS 3) will 
be launched in the coming weeks.

18/10/2016WRY02550Equine Industry

18/10/2016WRY02600572. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an application for emergency funding for an organisation (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [30307/16]

18/10/2016WRY02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has been working with the Irish Harness Racing Association (IHRA) to provide some sup-
port for the industry.  The IHRA are beneficiaries, for the first time, of an Equine Infrastructure 
grant scheme operated by my Department.  Under the Scheme, the IHRA has been approved for 
grants totalling €21,704.   

My Department has commenced the process of tendering for an independent evaluator to 
complete an economic evaluation of the potential of the Harness Racing sector in Ireland.  This 
evaluation is being progressed as a priority and it is hoped that an evaluator will have been ap-
pointed by early December.

On publication of the Economic Valuation report, I will further consider the request for  
funding  for this sector.

18/10/2016WRY02750Greyhound Industry

18/10/2016WRY02800573. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on a matter (details supplied) regarding the greyhound industry; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [30312/16]

18/10/2016WRY02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial State body, established in 1958 under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, chief-
ly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.

The details requested by the Deputy are an operational matter for Bord na gCon.

18/10/2016WRY02950Rural Development Programme Funding

18/10/2016WRY03000574. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the total annual amount of funds originally allocated for each of the years 2014 to 2020 
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under the rural development programme 2014 - 2020; the total actual expenditure incurred in 
2014, 2015 and to date in 2016; if the total 2016 budget allocation will be fully realised; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [30341/16]

18/10/2016WRY03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion is contained in the following table.

Rural Development Programme 2014 - 2020

2014 al-
location

2014 Ex-
penditure

Original 
Budget for 
2015

Post Sup-
plementary 
Budget for 
2015

Expendi-
ture for 
2015

2016 al-
location

2016 Out-
turn – end 
Sept.

-

€0 €0 €0 €0 €0 €0 €0 2017 Al-
location 
€000

379,000 393,928 397,550 392,550 366,220 494,060 230,097 601,000

Rural Development Programme Data

18/10/2016WRY03200575. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will provide a breakdown between total expenditure incurred to date in 2016 and 
the annual amount of funds originally allocated to each scheme under the rural development 
programme (details supplied), in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30342/16]

18/10/2016WRY03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table.

Of the schemes listed by the Deputy the Horticulture Industry and Development of the Or-
ganic Sector schemes are not in the RDP 2014-2020 while Knowledge Transfer Scheme has no 
expenditure in 2016. Below are the allocations in Estimates 2016 and outturn to end September 
2016 for those other schemes listed by the Deputy that are part of the RDP 2014-2020. The ma-
jority of expenditure will take place in the coming weeks and full drawdown is expected, except 
in TAMS where some savings are expected.

Subhead Title of Scheme/Programme 2016 allocation€000 2016 Outturn 
– end Sept.

A.12 Beef Data and Genomics Programme 52,000 24,047
C.3.1 Rural Environment Protection Scheme   including Agri-

cultural Catchment Programme
2,194 2,527

C.3.2 Agri - Environment Option Scheme 40,850 13,264
C.3.3 Green Low-Carbon Agri-Environment Scheme 142,000 4,852
C.3.4 Locally Led Environmental Schemes 1,200 1,198
C.3.5 Organic Farming Schemes 10,000 2,514
C.4 Land Mobility-Early Retirement Scheme 5,016 3,475
C.5.1 Targeted Agricultural Modernisation   Scheme 35,800 3,851
D.4 Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme 202,000 174,369

Totals 494,060 230,097

Agriculture Scheme Data

18/10/2016WRY03400576. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
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rine the total number of dairy farmers participating and not participating respectively, in the 
sustainable dairy assurance scheme per county, in tabular form; the expected duration of the 
scheme; the consequence to farmers who do not join the scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30343/16]

18/10/2016WRY03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The following 
table outlines the details of the total number of farmers that have applied to join the SDAS and 
the total that are currently certified members of the SDAS on a per county basis. The scheme is 
administered by Bord Bia and their aim is to have every dairy farmer certified under the scheme 
in the coming months. 

The is a voluntary scheme and as such there are no direct consequences for not joining. 
However it should be noted that certification under the scheme also meets the EU regulatory 
requirements in respect of hygiene on the farm. Non participants must have these requirements 
separately  verified by their Milk Purchaser

County Number   of Applicants Number   of Certified Farms
Carlow 166 131
Cavan 587 427
Clare 619 440
Cork 4101 3199
Donegal 211 146
Dublin 23 15
Galway 475 352
Kerry 1493 1111
Kildare 138 107
Kilkenny 876 765
Laois 415 352
Leitrim 46 39
Limerick 1452 1076
Longford 140 109
Louth 133 103
Mayo 355 290
Meath 459 279
Monaghan 479 360
Offaly 333 259
Roscommon 105 73
Sligo 158 140
Tipperary 1639 1339
Waterford 764 683
Westmeath 256 202
Wexford 769 638
Wicklow 212 164
Total 16404 12799

Agriculture Scheme Penalties

18/10/2016WRY03600577. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the total penalties imposed on farmers under the CAP schemes in 2014 and 2015, on a 
county basis for each year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30344/16]
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18/10/2016WRY03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The extensive 
information requested is not yet available but is currently being compiled.  It will be forwarded 
to the Deputy directly as soon as it is finalised.

GLAS Applications

18/10/2016WRY03800578. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his plans to open GLAS 3; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30345/16]

18/10/2016WRY03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Some 38,000 
farmers have been approved into the first two Tranches of GLAS, 26,500 in GLAS 1 and 11,500 
in GLAS 2. It is anticipated that the third tranche of GLAS (GLAS 3) will be launched in the 
coming weeks.  

Beef Industry

18/10/2016WRY04000579. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his plans to market the forecasted increase in Irish cattle and beef supplies being promoted 
by processors and others at viable prices to producers; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30346/16]

18/10/2016WRY04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Beef Fo-
rum at its meetings has been monitoring the expected numbers of cattle to be slaughtered this 
year. We estimate that an extra 60,000 to 80,000 cattle will be slaughtered in Ireland towards 
the end of the year.  Currently the kill is up 51,000 head or 4.3%.  

In these circumstances it is critically important that the industry exploits all possible mar-
ket opportunities to maximise the value of this output. My Department and its agencies can 
of course play a significant role in the promotion of Irish produce and in ensuring that Irish 
exporters have access to as many markets as possible worldwide.  For example, just this week I 
attended the SIAL event in Paris,  which is one of the largest food fairs in the world. I also met 
with leading UK retailers to assure them of the continued commitment of the Irish food sector, 
including the beef sector, to trade in the UK. 

In September, along with Minister of State Andrew Doyle T.D.,  I lead a major trade mission 
to China, Vietnam, South Korea and Singapore, and market access for Irish beef was a focus of 
the political and technical discussions countries during that mission. My Department’s market 
access unit is engaged with a number of other third countries with a view to providing wider 
market opportunity for Irish exporters. 

My department also provides the funding for Bord Bia’s activities in this area.  Bord Bia 
has a crucial role to play in providing strategic market development, promotion and information 
services, informed by fresh market insight, to assist companies in identifying and development 
of new business. It has have been very proactive in recent years in its promotion of Irish Beef in 
Europe and further afield.  Irish beef is now stocked in over 75 major retailers across Europe 
and this number will hopefully continue to grow.  

In Budget 2017 I have provided additional funds for Bord Bia for market development mea-
sures to assist companies to maintain positions in existing markets and to identify new market 
opportunities.   Two new Bord Bia offices were opened this year, in Singapore and Warsaw, 
strengthening our position in these markets. All Bord Bia activities, including  market research, 
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promotion of quality products, trade fairs, assisting companies with business opportunities, 
making new connections, promotion networks and clusters,  will be focused on achieving good 
outcomes for companies facing great challenges and radically changed trading conditions.  

Live exports are also a priority for me given the crucial role this outlet can play for our beef 
producers. Next month, I intend to lead a Trade Mission to Morocco and Algeria, with a focus 
on live cattle exports amongst other things. Live cattle exports to Turkey also commenced last 
month following our recent approval to export live cattle there.

Beef Industry

18/10/2016WRY04200580. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his plans on market access setting out the planned volumes in view of the fact that the UK 
is Ireland’s largest export market and given the Brexit referendum decision; his plans to return 
beef prices to viable levels of €4.00 to €4.50/kg as set out by Teagasc; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30347/16]

18/10/2016WRY04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Overall Irish 
agri-food exports have increased from less than €8 billion in 2010 to an estimated €10.8 billion 
in 2015. The target in Food Wise 2025 is to increase the overall value of agri-food exports by 
85% to €19 billion by 2025. As an exporting country, accessing new markets is crucial to the 
long-term sustainability of our agri sector. 2015 was a very successful year for beef exports. 
According to the CSO, overall exports of beef totalled some €2.2 billion. Beef exports to the 
end of July 2016 are running at some €1.3 billion. 

My Department works very closely with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Bord 
Bia, the industry and the European Commission on a wide range of market access issues. The 
Department continually monitors trade statistics produced by Bord Bia and the CSO, in order to 
analyse the destination of exports and, together with industry, to identify new market opportuni-
ties. Third Country markets are an increasingly important alternative outlet for the industry.  I 
am acutely aware of the need to develop new and alternative markets, given the changing global 
demographics and emerging economies in Asia and elsewhere. Indeed this is a crucial compo-
nent of the Food Wise 2025 Strategy and has been given an added impetus by the outcome of 
the UK referendum.  My Department had been preparing for the possibility of Brexit since well 
before the June 23 vote, including in relation to the impacts on the beef sector.  

I will continue to work with stakeholders to try and more generally raise the profile of the 
Irish agri-food sector generally, in emerging markets in the Far East, North Africa, the Gulf 
States and elsewhere. In this context Minister Doyle and I lead a successful Trade Mission to 
China, Vietnam, South Korea and Singapore in September to further promote Irish food and 
drink in the region. This Mission resulted in positive progress in relation to the next steps in 
terms of gaining beef market access to China, South Korea and Vietnam, including inter alia 
a commitment by Chinese officials in AQSIQ to expedite consideration of a technical inspec-
tion report from their visit to Ireland earlier this year as well as the submission of detailed beef 
questionnaires to the relevant authorities in South Korea and Vietnam.    

Next month, I intend to lead a Trade Mission to Morocco and Algeria, with a focus on live 
cattle exports. Live cattle exports to Turkey also commenced last month following our recent 
approval to export live cattle there.

 My Department has also re-configured its network of agricultural attachés abroad, with an 
enhanced role in relation in agri-food trade and Bord Bia has expanded its network of offices 
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abroad, with a focus on new and emerging markets, including in South East Asia. This will also 
enhance our identification of new markets abroad.

Budget 2017 financially underpins the Department’s mitigation efforts through strategic in-
vestment in key areas of the Department, in its agencies and in the agri-food sector. It provides 
for €52 million for the Beef Data and Genomics Programme in 2017 to continue its commit-
ment to suckler beef farmers. However, my role in relation to the beef sector is to create a policy 
and support environment that will allow it to flourish in line with normal market principles. 
Questions of price are ultimately matters to be determined between the purchasers and the 
sellers of cattle. It is neither appropriate nor possible for me or any other Minister for Agricul-
ture in the EU, to intervene directly on these issues. Cattle prices are determined by supply / 
demand dynamics which are in turn influenced by the seasonality of production, the length of 
the production lifecycle and market conditions such as retail promotions, consumer confidence, 
competition with other meats and the overall macroeconomic situation.

Live Exports

18/10/2016WRY04400581. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his plans to promote the live export trade for cattle and sheep; his views on the trade; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [30348/16]

18/10/2016WRY04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Live exports 
serve a very important purpose as a means of satisfying market demand for live animals and 
providing alternative market outlets for Irish cattle and sheep farmers. I attach enormous im-
portance to the live export trade, and my Department, along with Bord Bia, has been proactive 
in encouraging and facilitating such exports. 

In recent weeks, almost 1,700 head of cattle have been exported to Turkey and I anticipate 
further shipments of cattle to Turkey in 2016.

The markets currently open to live cattle from Ireland include Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, 
Tunisia, Egypt, Montenegro, Serbia and Algeria and most recently Turkey, in addition to the 
other Member States of the European Union. Animal health restrictions and geopolitical insta-
bility have impeded previously large-scale exports to Belgium and North Africa respectively, 
though small numbers of breeding cattle have recently been exported to Morocco. My Depart-
ment has agreed health certificates for the export of live cattle to Turkey, Egypt, Serbia and 
Algeria in 2016 and is currently investigating the possibility of bilateral health certificates for 
the export of cattle to Kazakhstan. 

The exploitation of market outlets, once opened, is a commercial matter for the live export 
sector, and is affected by the usual variables, including the cost of animals at marts, domestic 
demand for live cattle, the relative cost of beef on the domestic and international markets, cur-
rency exchange rates, transport costs and other factors. 

I will continue to ensure that Irish meat and livestock producers have the option of exporting 
to as many global markets as possible for both processed meat and live sheep and cattle.  Next 
month, I intend to lead a Trade Mission to Morocco and Algeria, with a focus on live cattle ex-
ports amongst other things. I will be announcing further details on this in the near future.  

Agrifood Sector
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18/10/2016WRY04600582. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on the development in the beef and sheepmeat sector; his further views on wheth-
er the development will add or take from competition in the beef and lamb sectors; the view 
his department conveyed to DG Competition in Brussels on the matter; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30349/16]

18/10/2016WRY04700583. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if his Department provided any detail, statistics or knowledge on rendering and factory 
feed lots in the context of a joint venture (details supplied) to DG Competition in Brussels as 
part of their investigations into this development; if his department was asked to provide any of 
this information; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30350/16]

18/10/2016WRY04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 582 and 583 together.

I am very much aware of the importance of competition in the beef and lamb sector. For this 
reason it is critically important to have a robust legal basis for the evaluation of proposals for 
mergers and acquisitions.

I noted the outcome of the European Commission’s decision last week on this particular 
case. I also noted that the proposal has been analysed in accordance with the established pro-
cedure under competition law rules and am satisfied that the European Commission took into 
account the impact of the merger on competition in the beef and lamb sector.

My Department provided statistical data on the beef and sheepmeat sectors to DG Competi-
tion in the form of a questionnaire submitted to stakeholders.

I would like to reiterate that if evidence emergences of practices by this or any other entity 
which are contrary to competition rules,  the possibility of the matter being taken up with the 
relevant Competition Authorities remains open.

Question No. 584 answered with Question No. 571.

18/10/2016WRZ00150Aquaculture Data

18/10/2016WRZ00200585. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the number of successful applications received and processed to date in 2016, for grant 
aid under the sustainable aquaculture and the knowledge gateway schemes for aquaculture; if 
successful applicants under these schemes are obliged to complete, pay and audit all eligible 
expenditure within the calendar year; the estimated total amount of funding which will be al-
located to aquaculture in 2016; if any unspent funds under these schemes will be rolled over to 
2017; and the areas in which any unspent funds will appear in his final Department’s budgets 
and Estimates for 2017. [30357/16]

18/10/2016WRZ00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment approved funding of €3 million to Bord Iascaigh Mhara in 2016 for investment in aqua-
culture as part of Ireland’s European Maritime and Fisheries Fund Operational Programme, 
which was launched in January 2016.  

To date in 2016, seven applications have been approved for funding under the Knowledge 
Gateway Scheme and seventeen under the Sustainable Aquaculture Scheme.  All except one 
project concern investments that will be completed in 2016 and will be paid in 2016 from mon-
ies voted to my Department and its agencies.  One project applied for and received approval to 
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be completed over three years, with annual stage payments. 

While any funds unspent in 2016 cannot be rolled over into 2017, the EMFF Programme 
provides for total investment in aquaculture of €30 million over the course of the Programme.  
The 2017 EMFF funding for aquaculture will form part of the current and capital votes to BIM.

18/10/2016WRZ00350Aquaculture Licence Applications Data

18/10/2016WRZ00400586. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the estimated number of staff hours required in 2016 to process an aquaculture licence 
application by his Department; the estimated number of hours required to process a similar ap-
plication in the early 2000s; and the reason, if applicable, for the increase in the required staff 
hours.  [30358/16]

18/10/2016WRZ00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment is not aware of any formal or structured survey on the issue referred to by the Deputy.  
However it is without doubt that the level of administration required by my Department to 
process aquaculture licence applications has increased dramatically in recent years.  This is due 
to the requirement for full compliance with all current National and EU legislation.  The as-
sessment process reflects the full engineering, scientific, environmental, legal and public policy 
aspect of each application.

18/10/2016WRZ00550Fishing Vessel Licences

18/10/2016WRZ00600587. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the outcome of the review of amending SI 125 of 2016 to ensure that no penalty points 
are applied to an owner’s sea-fishing boat licence until after they have been found guilty in the 
courts; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [30400/16]

18/10/2016WRZ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Deputy 
will be aware that Statutory Instrument No. 125 of 2016 - European Union (Common Fisheries 
Policy) (Point System) Regulations 2016 – implements the required EU points system, which 
applies to the Licence Holder of a sea-fishing boat when a serious infringement of the Common 
Fisheries Policy is detected within the Exclusive Fishery Limits of the State or for an Irish ves-
sel, wherever it may be.

On taking office, I quickly requested and received advice from the Attorney General on 
meeting the commitment in the Programme for Partnership Government pertaining to the as-
signment of points following the completion of the prosecution process, while ensuring that 
Ireland is fully in compliance with its obligations under EU law.

As I have advised the House previously, moving on the introduction of a system for the 
sequential application for EU points in conjunction with the prosecution process is subject to 
addressing some important legal and administrative issues in order to ensure compliance with 
EU law.    I intend to report back to the Oireachtas as soon as a way forward has been finalised 
in the context of dealing with the relevant legal and administrative matters.

18/10/2016WRZ00750Single Payment Scheme Payments

18/10/2016WRZ00800588. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
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a single farm payment will be made to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30454/16]

18/10/2016WRZ00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion in respect of the 2013 Single Farm Payment was received from the person named on 11 
May 2016 thus incurring a 100% late penalty.  An appeal was submitted and is currently under 
review.  It is expected that this review will be completed in the coming days.  An official from 
my Department will then be in direct contact with the person named to clarify the position.

18/10/2016WRZ00950Agri-Environment Options Scheme

18/10/2016WRZ01000589. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [30470/16]

18/10/2016WRZ01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has examined approximately 400 cases in which invoices were submitted from one par-
ticular supplier to verify and support claims under the non-productive capital investment action 
of AEOS.  It is known that in many cases the invoices submitted were for amounts greater than 
those actually paid by the participants. 

Funding provided under the scheme comes partly from the EU and partly from the National 
Exchequer.  There is a requirement and obligation to ensure that the expenditure claimed by 
scheme participants reflects the reality of what took place.  For that reason my Department 
wrote to participants requesting alternative proof that the amounts claimed were in fact the 
amounts paid. 

The person named was written to on 11 June 2015 regarding the non-productive capital 
investment claim that they had submitted.  This letter requested the submission of alternative, 
verifiable, proof to support one of the invoices that was included in the claim for expenditure 
incurred.  A reply to this letter was received on 24 June 2015. 

In this reply the person named above indicated that the amount paid was 80% less than what 
had been claimed in their non-productive capital investment claim.  In such circumstances the 
provisions set out in Article 30.2 of EU Regulation 65/2011 apply: a penalty of the difference 
between the amount claimed and the actual amount of expenditure is applied and a clawback 
of undue payments is made.  A letter notifying the person concerned of the penalty and undue 
payment amounts issued on 23 November 2015.   

This letter also offered the applicant an opportunity to have the determination reviewed 
within the Department and to submit additional information if they so wished.  A request for 
a review was received on 3 December 2015.  The person named was informed by letter on 29 
December 2015 that following the review the original decision was upheld.  This decision letter 
indicated that as the over claim had been admitted, the lesser of the two penalties set out in the 
Regulation was applied.  The person concerned was also informed of their right to appeal the 
decision of this review to the Agriculture Appeals Office.  No such appeal was lodged.

Balancing payments due for the years 2014 and 2015 issued in December 2015 and January 
2016 respectively.  The money owed by the person named was netted against these and other 
Department payments which means there is currently no debt outstanding from this case.

18/10/2016WRZ01150GLAS Payments
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18/10/2016WRZ01200590. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a farm payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30515/16]

18/10/2016WRZ01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion under Tranche 1 of GLAS was received in my Department on the 19 May 2015 and the 
person named was approved as a Tier 2 participant for GLAS 1 having selected over 10 hectares 
of the Minimum Tillage action.  

Subsequent to approval into the scheme my Department received correspondence from the 
Agricultural Advisor of the person named stating that the Minimum Tillage action had been 
incorrectly selected when submitting the GLAS application and requested that the Minimum 
Tillage action be withdrawn and substituted with the Low Input Permanent Pasture action.  

The scheme Terms and Conditions only allow for the withdrawal of actions and all GLAS 
advisors were notified that no amendments could be made once the application is submitted.  
The withdrawal of the Minimum Tillage action negated the grounds on which approval had 
been granted and the application was accordingly deemed invalid.

The Agriculture Appeals Office has indicated that the person named has submitted an appeal 
in this case and a decision will issue in writing when the appeal process is completed.

18/10/2016WRZ01350Grant Aid

18/10/2016WRZ01400591. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to introduce grant aid schemes for land reclamation and drainage; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30519/16]

18/10/2016WRZ01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The possibil-
ity of including a measure on clearing drains for inclusion in the farm safety scheme under 
TAMS II is included in the Programme for a Partnership Government.  Any such measure 
would require full compliance with environmental requirements including the need for a full 
national Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Appropriate Assessments for any po-
tentially affected Natura Areas.  A number of key challenges therefore arise and consideration 
of these issues is ongoing.  A scheme for land reclamation is not envisaged as this time.

18/10/2016WRZ01550Equine Industry

18/10/2016WRZ01600592. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
progress that has been made on the regulation of the farrier trade to ensure that horse owners 
have access to a register of qualified farriers and to ensure that the farrier they employ is suit-
ably qualified; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30595/16]

18/10/2016WRZ01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment is currently examining draft regulations to recognise a range of service providers, includ-
ing farriers.  In the context of this examination, I am considering a range of views from all 
stakeholders and will come to a decision at an early date.

18/10/2016WRZ01750Basic Payment Scheme Payments
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18/10/2016WRZ01800593. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of a person’s (details supplied) payments under the basic payment scheme. [30637/16]

18/10/2016WRZ01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion under the 2016 Basic Payment Scheme was received in my Department from the person 
named on 26 April 2016.  During processing, an overclaim was disclosed in respect of one land 
parcel declared and the person named was notified accordingly.  This application has now been 
fully processed for payment based on the eligible lands declared. 

Advance payments under the 2016 Basic Payment Scheme will commence, to cleared cases, 
from 17 October 2016.

18/10/2016WRZ01950Rural Development Programme Data

18/10/2016WRZ02000594. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will provide an annual breakdown between total EAFRD funding and total national 
Exchequer funding allocated for each of the years 2014 to 2020 to each scheme under the Rural 
Development Programme 2014 – 2020 (details supplied) in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30703/16]

18/10/2016WRZ02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is being compiled and will be forwarded directly to him as soon 
as possible.

18/10/2016WRZ02150Rural Development Programme Data

18/10/2016WRZ02200595. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will provide an annual breakdown of total actual expenditure incurred in 2014, 2015 
and to date in 2016 between total EAFRD funding and total national Exchequer funding to each 
scheme under the Rural Development Programme 2014 – 2020 (details supplied) in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30704/16]

18/10/2016WRZ02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion is contained in the following table.

 - Actual 
EAFRD 
2014-
2020 Pro-
gramme

Calendar 
Year 
2014

Calendar 
Year 
2015

January-
Septem-
ber 2016

 - Expendi-
ture €000

Expendi-
ture €000

Expendi-
ture €000

Net 
VOTE

EAFRD Vote 
Total

Net 
VOTE

EAFRD Vote 
Total

Net 
VOTE

EAFRD Vote 
Total

A.12 Beef 
Data and 
Genom-
ics Pro-
gramme

0 0 0 12,755 16,234 28,989 10,581 13,466 24,047

C.3.1 Rural 
Environ-
ment Pro-
tection 
Scheme 

34,317 105,183 137,500 7,380 22,620 30,000 1,112 1,415 2,527
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 - Actual 
EAFRD 
2014-
2020 Pro-
gramme

Calendar 
Year 
2014

Calendar 
Year 
2015

January-
Septem-
ber 2016

C.3.2 Agri 
- Envi-
ronment 
Option 
Scheme

14,950 45,823 60,773 19,631 60,170 79,801 5,836 7,428 13,264

C.3.3 Green 
Low-
Carbon 
Agri-
Envi-
ronment 
Scheme

0 0 0 5,040 6,413 11,453 2,135 2,717 4,852

C.3.4 Locally 
Led Envi-
ronmental 
Schemes

0 0 0 0 0 0 528 670 1,198

C.3.5 Organic 
Farming 
Schemes

0 0 0 867 977 1,844 1,106 1,408 2,514

C.4.1 Land 
Mobility-
Early Re-
tirement 
Scheme

0 0 0 0 0 0 1,633 1,842 3,475

C.5.1 Targeted 
Agri-
cultural 
Moderni-
sation 
Scheme

0 0 0 3,576 4,032 7,608 1,694 2,157 3,851

D.4 Areas of 
Natural 
Con-
straint 
Scheme

91,958 103,697 195,655 97,067 109,458 206,525 81,953 92,416 174,369

Total 141,225 254,703 393,928 146,316 219,904 366,220 106,579 123,518 230,097

18/10/2016WRZ02350Agriculture Scheme Data

18/10/2016WRZ02400596. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will provide a breakdown of all funding sources comprising the new €150 million agri 
loan fund between European fund aid, national Exchequer funding and existing Strategic Bank-
ing Corporation of Ireland funds; when the new fund will be operational; if all farmers who 
apply will have the same lending assessment criteria applied; if any EU financial instruments 
are being leveraged in this new fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [30705/16]

18/10/2016WRZ02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am acutely 
aware that a sustained period of lower commodity prices has caused cash flow difficulties for 
farmers in several sectors.  I have previously indicated that one of my priorities is to support 
the provision of lower-cost flexible finance.  Therefore I was pleased to announce plans for an 
Agri Cash Flow Support loan fund of €150 million, developed by my Department in partnership 
with the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI).  This loan fund will support highly 
flexible loans for up to six years, for amounts up to €150,000, at an interest rate of 2.95%; and 
available to livestock, tillage and horticulture farmers.  

The €150 million loan fund is enabled by €11.1 million in EU funding (under Commission 
Delegated Regulation (EU) 2016/1613 of 8 September 2016 providing for exceptional adjust-
ment aid to milk producers and farmers in other livestock sectors) and €14 million in national 
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funding provided by my Department; which is combined with balance sheet support from the 
SBCI and the COSME EU Financial Instrument. 

Subject to EU Commission clearance, it is expected that the new fund will be operational as 
soon as possible in 2017.  Further details of the loan fund will be provided in early November, 
when it is expected that the SBCI will make an open call for lending institutions to participate. 
Normal lending assessment criteria will apply although the loans will be ‘unsecured’ in nature, 
thereby facilitating a more straightforward application process. 

This loan fund is separate to ongoing work on the potential introduction of ‘Financial Instru-
ments’ under the Common Agriculture Policy.  My Department recently procured an ex-ante 
assessment to examine whether there are any current market failures in the access to finance 
market in Ireland.  The ex-ante assessment is due by the end of the year and is the first step in 
the consideration of such instruments under the EAFRD Rural Development Programme and 
the EMFF Seafood Development Operational Programme.

18/10/2016WRZ02550Basic Payment Scheme Payments

18/10/2016WRZ02600597. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of 2015 payments under the basic payment scheme and 2015 areas of natural constraints 
scheme in respect of a person details supplied.  [30733/16]

18/10/2016WRZ02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An application 
under the Basic Payment Scheme and the Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme was received in 
my Department from the person named on 15th May 2015.  All payments due under the 2015 
Basic Payment and Areas of Natural Constraint Schemes have issued to him.

18/10/2016WRZ02750Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Applications

18/10/2016WRZ02800598. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will review an areas of natural constraints, ANC, scheme application for a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [30822/16]

18/10/2016WRZ02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion under the 2016 Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) Scheme was received by my Depart-
ment from the person named on 10 May 2016.

Under the 2016 ANC Scheme, eligible applicants are required to meet a minimum stock-
ing density of 0.15 livestock units for a retention period of seven consecutive months and to 
maintain an annual average of 0.15 livestock units calculated over the twelve months of the 
scheme year.  Payment under the ANC scheme has not issued in this case as, at this stage, the 
holding concerned has not satisfied the scheme’s annual average stocking density requirement.  
An official from my Department has been in direct contact with the person named to advise of 
the outstanding issues.

18/10/2016WRZ02950TAMS Administration

18/10/2016WRZ03000599. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his plans to introduce a grant for rubber mats for slatted sheds as part of the new TAMS 
programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [30863/16]
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18/10/2016WRZ03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Grant aid to 
support farmers who wish to install rubber mats for slatted sheds is not currently available un-
der TAMS II.  As set out in the Programme for a Partnership Government the expansion of the 
scheme to include the introduction of such a grant will be subject to EU approval.

18/10/2016WRZ03150Greyhound Industry

18/10/2016WRZ03200600. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will amend the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011 to prevent the export of greyhounds 
to countries with insufficient welfare standards, compared to Irish standards; the measures he is 
taking already to prevent such exports; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [30867/16]

18/10/2016WRZ03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Once appro-
priate animal health and welfare certification requirements are met, dogs, including greyhounds, 
may be exported internationally.  Exporters are also required to comply with the provisions of 
Council Regulation (EC) No 1 of 2005 on the protection of animals during transport.  It is  im-
perative therefore to ensure that the transport of greyhounds over long distances is conducted 
in a manner which safeguards the welfare of animals being transported and minimises the 
risk of transmitting infectious diseases.  Bord na gCon is responsible for the regulation of the 
greyhound industry and the well-being of greyhounds in Ireland.  The Bord has developed a 
comprehensive Code of Practice on the welfare of greyhounds which sets out specific standards 
that all individuals engaged in the care and management of registered greyhounds are expected 
to meet.  The code emphasises that owners and keepers take full responsibility for the physical 
and social well-being of greyhounds in line with best welfare practice. 

Officials of my Department have met with representatives of Bord na gCon and the welfare 
members of the International Greyhound Forum (represented in Ireland by the ISPCA and Dogs 
Trust) to consider all issues relating to the export of greyhounds.  Officials have used the op-
portunity to emphasise that the well-being of greyhounds, including their physical and social 
environment, is at the core of Ireland’s greyhound industry and the need for the industry to 
comply with the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011 and the associated Code of Practice which 
sets out clearly specific standards that all individuals engaged in the care and management of 
registered greyhounds are expected to meet.  A number of airlines have also introduced a policy 
not to transport greyhounds and Bord Na gCon (BnG) has reiterated its advice to all owners 
involved in the export of greyhounds to only export to destinations that provide the expected 
levels of care and management as defined in BnG’s Code of Practice for the welfare of grey-
hounds.  I fully endorse this view.  I have no proposal to amend the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 
2011 at this time.

18/10/2016WRZ03350GLAS Data

18/10/2016WRZ03400601. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the average annual payment farmers will be able to draw down, based on current participa-
tion rates in the green low-carbon agri-environment scheme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30877/16]

18/10/2016WRZ03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Some 38,000 
farmers have been approved into the GLAS scheme under the first two tranches launched in 
2015.  The full value of these contracts will only be calculated later this year when the 2016 
payments, the first full calendar year of their five-year contracts, are processed.  It is only when 
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this full year payment processing is complete that the definitive average payment per contract 
will be available. 

However the latest estimate I have for the average basic annual contract value for GLAS 
Tranche 1 and GLAS Tranche 2 applications is €4,600.

18/10/2016WRZ03550Horticulture Sector

18/10/2016WRZ03600602. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he has taken to develop an industrial hemp based economic sector and to promote the 
development of adequate processing facilities for such an industry. [30920/16]

18/10/2016WRZ03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Hemp fibre 
and seed are used to produce a wide range of commodities including food and beverage prod-
ucts, fibreboard, insulation, paper, composites, textiles, carpets, animal bedding and feed, cos-
metics, body-care products, soaps, paints, fuels, and medicines. 

The growing of hemp requires a licence from the Irish Medicines Board (under the auspices 
of Department of Health).

Hemp grown for fibre production is frequently referred to as “industrial” hemp, in order to 
differentiate it from the plants used for drug production.  Industrial hemp has been selectively 
bred for several decades in order to lower, to almost negligible amounts, the narcotic compound 
Delta-9 Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC).  In the European Union (EU), the cultivation of hemp 
(Cannabis genus) is restricted to varieties having a content of Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) 
lower than 0.2 %.  Varieties of non-psychoactive hemp are also grown for seed production.  The 
seeds have mainly been used for bird feed, but increasingly are used to produce hemp oil and 
as a cooking ingredient. 

Of the estimated 6000 tonnes per year hemp seeds produced in the EU, 95% is sold for ani-
mal feed, mainly as bird feed. 

Although hemp seed provides additional and high value income, it can delay harvest and 
lead to deterioration in fibre quality.  But both options present challenges if the best of both seed 
and fibre yields are to be achieved.  Waiting for seeds to be produced and ripen, delays harvest 
and increases the risk of losses to the weather.

Hemp has been the subject of three different periods of research by Teagasc.  Teagasc find-
ings have noted that yields can vary considerably between seasons.  Production is highly de-
pendent on weather conditions at sowing and at harvest and it is particularly vulnerable to wet 
weather.  The crop is sensitive to frost, does not tolerate waterlogging or soils with low Ph.

The density and height of a mature hemp crop can cause problems when cutting and baling 
hemp with existing farm machines.  Hemp has few pest and disease problems, although weed 
competition in early establishment can lower yields.

18/10/2016WRZ03750Climate Change Policy

18/10/2016WRZ03800603. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if Ireland expressed any views to the European Commission on the proposed op-
tional rather than mandatory inclusion of wetland management in the 2030 climate package in 
advance of the publication of the Commission’s proposal; and if so, the detail of those views. 
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[30438/16]

18/10/2016WRZ03900604. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on the proposed optional rather than mandatory inclusion of wetland 
management in the 2030 climate package. [30439/16]

18/10/2016WRZ04000605. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if Ireland will opt to include wetland management in its actions to implement 
the proposed 2030 climate package; and the research his decision in this regard is based on. 
[30440/16]

18/10/2016WRZ04100606. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the reason Ireland was not represented at the UNFCCC workshop on technical 
and scientific aspects of ecosystems with high-carbon reservoirs not covered by other agenda 
items under the convention in Bonn in October 2013. [30441/16]

18/10/2016WRZ04200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 603 to 606, inclusive, together. 

The Paris Agreement is built on the premise of all parties submitting and carrying out In-
tended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs) outlining the measures they will carry 
out to reduce their negative impacts on the environment.  The European Union, as a single 
entity, has committed to reducing greenhouse gas emissions by at least 40% by 2030 compared 
with 1990 levels. 

The specific responsibilities of individual Member States contributing to this overall EU 
target have yet to be agreed for the period 2021-2030.  The Commission published draft propos-
als in this regard on 20 July last and analysis is on-going to assess the full implications of these 
for Ireland.  The Commission proposal offers the optional inclusion of wetland management 
as part of a suite of climate mitigation measures which can be considered by Member States in 
determining their climate actions.

The role of wetlands and more specifically peatlands in this regard, in circumstances where 
they are in good condition and function as carbon sinks has been reported by many different 
national and international research projects and reports.

The draft national Raised Bog SAC Management Plan, published in 2014,  notes that “re-
stored bogs will be able to accumulate peat again and sequester carbon”.  This Plan, there-
fore, directly supports Ireland’s aim to reduce its national greenhouse gas emissions by firstly 
conserving those bogs that are currently sequestering carbon and secondly, by providing miti-
gation measures to reduce the carbon emissions from currently drained/cut bogs.  Within this 
context, Ireland will continue to assess the role of wetland management as part of a future suite 
of climate change mitigation measures and the steps required should Ireland decide to elect to 
have wetlands included. 

Reflecting the whole of government approach being taken on climate action this assessment 
will be done in consultation with my  colleague, the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Ru-
ral and Gaeltacht Affairs who has responsibility for the programme working on the restoration 
of raised bogs under the EU LIFE Programme and indeed other relevant Departments/agen-
cies concerned with the land use sector. 

While I cannot comment specifically on the “workshop on technical and scientific aspects 
of ecosystems with high-carbon reservoirs” , it should be noted that the National Delegation 
which services matters pertaining to the UNFCCC process is not always in a position to attend 
every workshop or side event, nor is it necessary to do so, whether at the inter-sessional meet-
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ings in Bonn or elsewhere under the Conference of the Parties Meetings.

18/10/2016WRZ04250Aquaculture Development

18/10/2016WRZ04300607. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if funding will be provided for a project (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30451/16]

18/10/2016WRZ04400Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Kyne): Proposals regarding the fish farm operations of Inland Fisheries 
Ireland (IFI) are a day to day operational matter for the Board of IFI.  My Department had al-
ready indicated to IFI the need for consultation with affected stakeholders prior to any action.  I 
also visited the fish farms to view operations and I have met with the Board of IFI and the CEO 
to discuss the concerns of both IFI and the angling community.  The Board has deferred indefi-
nitely its proposal to exit trout production.  I am advised by IFI that the Board also met with a 
delegation from the main trout angling representative bodies to discuss IFI’s proposals in this 
regard.  All parties recognised that there are significant economic, environmental and biological 
issues surrounding the current production facilities which need to be addressed. 

I am assured by IFI that the Board is committed to developing a comprehensive strategy to 
meet current and future trout production needs, subject to securing any investment required.  
All parties have agreed to continue to work closely together to deliver this strategy.

I am conscious of the concerns about continuity of a supply of fish for lakes around the 
country and I have asked IFI to advise me of the outcomes of ongoing discussions with the 
angling representatives.  However, the appropriate course of action is to await these outcomes, 
including whether suggested production, management and funding models may emerge, rather 
than pre-empt the discussions with stakeholders.

18/10/2016WRZ04450Energy Efficiency

18/10/2016WRZ04500608. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if his Department has considered the possibility of introducing a boiler scrappage 
scheme similar to that in the North; if such a scheme has merit in terms of energy efficiency and 
environmental benefit; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [30380/16]

18/10/2016WRZ04600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) administers a range of en-
ergy efficiency schemes on behalf of my Department that help householders to improve the 
energy efficiency of their home including a grant of €700 towards the upgrading of an oil or 
gas boiler if accompanied by the installation of heating controls, necessary to maximise boiler 
efficiency.  Energy efficiency is consistently recognised as the most cost effective method of 
addressing climate change.  The International Energy Agency (IEA) considers it to be the “first 
fuel” as the cheapest unit of energy is the one that is not used.  Within energy efficiency policy, 
proper insulation is still the most cost-effective way of reducing the need for heat  thereby im-
proving the energy efficiency of, and decreasing emissions from, the built environment.  The 
average home in Ireland has an energy performance equivalent to a D on the Building Energy 
Rating (BER) scale, demonstrating that there is still considerable scope to improve the fabric 
of our homes.  

I am confident that the current suite of energy efficiency measures, including grants towards 
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the cost of attic insulation, wall insulation, heating systems upgrades, solar thermal panels and 
accompanying Better Energy Rating (BER) assessment, reflects an appropriate balance of mea-
sures  and I have secured increased funding for energy efficiency programmes in Budget 2017.  
With the resources now available, I anticipate that up to 30,000 more homes will receive energy 
efficiency upgrades in 2017, supporting some 3,000 jobs in the sector.

18/10/2016WRZ04650Broadband Service Provision

18/10/2016WRZ04700609. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the proposed fibre broadband will be extended to an area (details supplied) in 
County Waterford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30423/16]

18/10/2016WRZ04800615. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when high speed broadband roll-out will be delivered to an area (details supplied) 
in County Waterford; the reason the roll-out to that area was pushed out to 2018; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [30556/16]

18/10/2016WRZ04900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 609 and 615 together.

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed services to every city, town, 
village and individual premises in Ireland.  The Programme for Government commits to the 
delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved through private investment 
by commercial telecommunications companies and through a State intervention in areas where 
commercial investment is not forthcoming.  The formal procurement process for the State In-
tervention commenced in December 2015. 

The procurement process aims to identify an entity or entities to build, roll-out, operate 
and deliver high speed broadband of at least 30 Mbps download and 6 Mbps upload speeds to 
all premises within the intervention area.  Last week, I announced that the three bidders in the 
procurement process have indicated that they are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-home 
solution for rural Ireland under the National Broadband Plan intervention.  Householders and 
businesses may potentially get speeds not just of 30Mbps but up to 1Gbps with businesses 
potentially availing of symmetrical upload and download speeds.  This is a solution that will 
endure for 25 years and beyond and put Ireland to the forefront internationally in terms of con-
nectivity.  

The High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie shows the 
extent of the State Intervention area:

- The areas marked BLUE represent those areas where commercial providers are either cur-
rently delivering or have previously indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services.  

- The areas marked AMBER on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the target areas 
for the State Intervention which are the subject of the current procurement process. 

Individuals can check whether their premises is in a BLUE or an AMBER area by scrolling 
through the map online or entering their Eircode.  The Department also has a dedicated mail-
box and anyone with a query in relation to the Map should email the Department, quoting their 
Eircode, to broadband@dcenr.gov.ie.    

Over 17,800 premises in County Waterford are within the AMBER area and will be covered 
by the State Intervention including the townland of Aglish,  Co. Waterford and the area between 
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Droichead Bhaile an tSléibhe to the junction with the N25 in Waterford.  These areas will there-
fore be included in the procurement process. 

The Department is now in a formal procurement process to select a company or companies 
who will roll-out a new high speed broadband network in the State Intervention Area compris-
ing over 750,000 premises in Ireland, covering 100,000km of road network and 96% of the land 
area of Ireland. Since bidders were invited to participate in dialogue with the Department, there 
have been approximately 150 hours of meetings, with considerable more interaction to follow 
over the coming months. 

Earlier this year, before I came into office, the Department announced that it would be June 
2017 before contract(s) were awarded under the NBP.  The bidders in the process have recently 
indicated that they may need more time to conclude the procurement process.  The timing of 
each stage of the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors including the 
complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team, and bidders, during the pro-
curement process.  Bidders need adequate time to prepare detailed proposals and their final 
formal bids and get the relevant shareholder and funding approvals at key stages of the process.  
It is also important to ensure that risks in this multi-million euro procurement are carefully 
managed.  I do not propose to comment any further at this juncture, given that discussions are 
ongoing in the procurement process.  I can assure the Deputy however, that the procurement 
process is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers a future-proofed net-
work that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years.  The Government 
considers the NBP to be one of the most significant investments in rural Ireland for decades, and 
one which will transform society, akin to rural electrification in the last century.  

As part of the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, telecommunica-
tions service providers indicated that it could take 3-5 years to roll-out a network of the scale 
envisaged under the NBP.  It is however open to bidder(s) to suggest more aggressive tim-
escales as part of their bids.  As part of the competitive process, the Department will engage 
with winning bidder(s) on the best roll-out strategy, in order to target areas of particularly poor 
service, business needs and / or high demand.  This will need to be balanced with the most ef-
ficient network roll-out plan.  A prioritisation programme will be put in place in this regard, 
in consultation with the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.  A 
detailed roll-out plan for the network will be published once contract(s) are in place. 

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the roll-out of the 
network once a contract is awarded.  In this regard, Minister Humphreys is leading on the es-
tablishment of two regional action groups, working with Local Authorities, Local Enterprise 
Offices and other relevant agencies to help accelerate the broadband network build in rural 
Ireland, once a contract(s) has been awarded.

In the meantime, my Department continues to liaise closely with industry and relevant other 
Departments and agencies to assist in the commercial deployment of telecommunications net-
works.  The commercial telecommunications sector has invested over €2bn in upgrading and 
modernising networks which support the provision of high speed broadband and mobile tele-
coms services.  These investments will further improve the coverage and quality of broadband 
and mobile voice and data services throughout the country. 

In line with commitments in the Programme for Government I established a Mobile Phone 
and Broadband Taskforce with my colleague Minister Humphreys in July 2016.  The Task-
force will recommend practical actions that can be taken in the short-term to improve mobile 
phone and broadband access in Ireland, working with Government Departments, Local Au-
thorities, ComReg, State Agencies, the telecoms industry and other key stakeholders.  The work 
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of the taskforce will also assist Local Authorities in preparing for the roll-out of the new NBP 
network once contract(s) are in place.  I expect that Minister Humphreys and I will bring pro-
posals to Government by the end of 2016, on foot of the Taskforce’s report.

18/10/2016WRAA00200Broadband Service Speeds

18/10/2016WRAA00300610. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment his plans to improve the speed and quality of the broadband service to the Castletroy, 
Annacotty area of County Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30430/16]

18/10/2016WRAA00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed services to every 
city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland.  The Programme for Government com-
mits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved through private 
investment by commercial telecommunications companies and through a State intervention in 
areas where commercial investment is not forthcoming.

The procurement process aims to identify an entity or entities to build, roll-out, operate 
and deliver high speed broadband of at least 30 Mbps download and 6 Mbps upload speeds to 
all premises within the intervention area.  Last week, I announced that the three bidders in the 
procurement process have indicated that they are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-home 
solution for rural Ireland under the National Broadband Plan intervention.  Householders and 
businesses may potentially get speeds not just of 30Mbps but up to 1Gbps with businesses 
potentially availing of symmetrical upload and download speeds.  This is a solution that will 
endure for 25 years and beyond and put Ireland to the forefront internationally in terms of con-
nectivity.  

The High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie shows the 
extent of the State Intervention area:

- The areas marked BLUE represent those areas where commercial providers are either cur-
rently delivering or have previously indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services.  

- The areas marked AMBER on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the target areas 
for the State Intervention which are the subject of the current procurement process. 

The areas marked BLUE, which includes the Castletroy, Annacotty area of County Limer-
ick represents those areas where commercial providers are either currently delivering or previ-
ously indicated that they have plans to deliver high speed broadband services.  While I cannot 
compel any operator to provide services to a particular premises or area, my Department is 
currently examining deployment plans in the BLUE area.  Direct feedback from consumers is 
an important part of this process and I thank the Deputy for bringing this matter to my attention.  
When this examination is complete I expect to make a recommendation to Government.

If customers within these  areas cannot access high speed services, I would encourage them 
to contact my Department directly at broadband@dcenr.gov.ie, quoting their address and Eir-
code, and giving details of providers they have contacted with a view to obtaining services. 

In the meantime, my Department continues to liaise closely with industry and relevant other 
Departments and agencies to assist in the commercial deployment of telecommunications net-
works.  The commercial telecommunications sector has invested over €2bn in upgrading and 
modernising networks which support the provision of high speed broadband and mobile tele-
coms services.  These investments are continuing to improve the coverage and quality of broad-
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band and mobile voice and data services throughout the country. 

I consider that all citizens should have access to reliable and quality broadband services and 
I am acutely aware of the challenges faced by business and households alike due to poor qual-
ity broadband and I am working to alleviate the frustrations being felt.  In July I established a 
Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce with my colleague Minister Heather Humphreys.  The 
Taskforce aims to unlock barriers to investment in mobile and broadband technologies.  It has 
already met 11 times and a number of helpful initiatives are emerging.  I intend to report on the 
outcomes of this task force towards the end of this year.

18/10/2016WRAA00500Mobile Telephony Services

18/10/2016WRAA00600611. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the plans in place to upgrade mobile telephone coverage in an area of County 
Waterford (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30437/16]

18/10/2016WRAA00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): Telecommunications service providers operate in a fully liberalised market under 
licences provided by the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg).  The man-
agement of the radio spectrum is a statutory function of ComReg.

Notwithstanding the independence of ComReg, I am critically aware of the frustration cur-
rently being experienced across Ireland, where mobile networks are not always delivering the 
services people expect.  The Programme for Government therefore committed to a Mobile 
Phone and Broadband Taskforce.  In July, I established the Taskforce, with my colleague, Min-
ister Heather Humphreys.  The Taskforce aims to unlock barriers to investment in mobile and 
broadband services.  The Taskforce has already met 11 times and a number of helpful initiatives 
are emerging, in the areas of planning, Local Authority engagement, and consumer informa-
tion/engagement. 

The Taskforce involves a number of Government Departments and agencies, as well as en-
gagement with ComReg and telecommunications operators.  I expect that we will bring a report 
to Government by the end of 2016, on foot of the Taskforce’s work. 

Under the Programme for Government Minister Humphreys is also establishing two re-
gional action groups.  Working with Local Authorities, Local Enterprise Offices, LEADER 
Groups and other relevant agencies these groups will help accelerate the roll-out of broadband 
and mobile services at local level. 

These new structures at a national and local level, are designed to address as far as possible 
immediate issues in relation to the quality of mobile phone and broadband coverage. 

In addition, I intend to sign Regulations over the coming days, which will allow ComReg to 
proceed with an auction of the 3.6GHz spectrum band in early 2017.  This auction will provide 
an 86% increase in total harmonised spectrum available for mobile and fixed wireless broad-
band services.  

I have also secured €8m in the Budget for RTÉ which will allow it to free up the 700MHz 
spectrum band.  ComReg in turn will make plans to auction this spectrum, which will provide 
for significantly enhanced mobile coverage.  My Department has already established a working 
group with ComReg and RTÉ to deliver this important project. 

These initiatives should assist in significantly enhancing the quality of mobile phone and 
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data services across Ireland, and particularly in rural Ireland. 

In the meantime any customer, including those in County Waterford and its environs, who 
experience service difficulties should raise the matter with the service provider in the first in-
stance.  If this fails to resolve matters, customers can refer a complaint to ComReg, who will 
investigate the service provider’s compliance with its contractual obligations. 

In parallel with these initiatives to resolve issues in relation to mobile and wireless services, 
the National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed services to every city, town, 
village and individual premises in Ireland.  This is being achieved through private investment 
by commercial telecommunications companies and through a State intervention in areas where 
commercial investment is not forthcoming. 

The procurement process aims to identify an entity or entities to build, roll-out, operate 
and deliver high speed broadband of at least 30 Mbps download and 6 Mbps upload speeds to 
all premises within the intervention area.  Last week, I announced that the three bidders in the 
procurement process have indicated that they are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-home 
solution for rural Ireland under the National Broadband Plan intervention.  Householders and 
businesses may potentially get speeds not just of 30Mbps but up to 1Gbps with businesses 
potentially availing of symmetrical upload and download speeds.  The High Speed Broadband 
Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie shows the extent of the State Intervention 
area:

- The areas marked BLUE represent those areas where commercial providers are either cur-
rently delivering or have previously indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services.  

- The areas marked AMBER on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the target areas 
for the State Intervention which are the subject of the current procurement process and includes 
Dunmoon, Co Waterford. 

The procurement process to select a contract(s) to deliver the NBP network has commenced 
and intensive dialogue with the three bidders is currently underway.  Ultimately, this should 
deliver a solution that will endure for 25 years and beyond and put Ireland to the forefront in-
ternationally in terms of connectivity.

18/10/2016WRAA00800Broadband Service Provision

18/10/2016WRAA00900612. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the timeline for the roll-out of broadband in Robinstown, County Meath; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [30459/16]

18/10/2016WRAA01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed services to every 
city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland.  The Programme for Government com-
mits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved through private 
investment by commercial telecommunications companies and through a State intervention in 
areas where commercial investment is not forthcoming.

The procurement process aims to identify an entity or entities to build, roll-out, operate 
and deliver high speed broadband of at least 30 Mbps download and 6 Mbps upload speeds to 
all premises within the intervention area.  Last week, I announced that the three bidders in the 
procurement process have indicated that they are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-home 
solution for rural Ireland under the National Broadband Plan intervention.  Householders and 
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businesses may potentially get speeds not just of 30Mbps but up to 1Gbps with businesses 
potentially availing of symmetrical upload and download speeds.  This is a solution that will 
endure for 25 years and beyond and put Ireland to the forefront internationally in terms of con-
nectivity.  

The High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie shows the 
extent of the State Intervention area: 

- The areas marked BLUE represent those areas where commercial providers are either cur-
rently delivering or have previously indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services.  

- The areas marked AMBER on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the target areas 
for the State Intervention which are the subject of the current procurement process.

The map provides information on a county by county basis with a breakdown of coverage 
across the townlands in every county including Co Meath.  The townland of Robinstown is 
included in the AMBER area and is therefore included in the procurement process.  Individu-
als can check whether their premises is in a BLUE or an AMBER area by scrolling through 
the map online or entering their Eircode.  The Department also has a dedicated mailbox and 
anyone with a query in relation to the Map should email the Department, quoting their Eircode, 
to broadband@dcenr.gov.ie.    

The Department is now in a formal procurement process to select a company or companies 
who will roll-out a new high speed broadband network to the over 750,000 premises in Ireland, 
covering 100,000km of road network and 96% of the land area of Ireland.  This includes over 
31,000 premises in Co Meath.  Since bidders were invited to participate in dialogue with the 
Department, there have been approximately 150 hours of meetings, with considerable more 
interaction to follow over the coming months. 

Earlier this year, before I came into office, the Department announced that it would be June 
2017 before contract(s) were awarded under the NBP.  The bidders in the process have recently 
indicated that they may need more time to conclude the procurement process.  The timing of 
each stage of the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors including the 
complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team, and bidders, during the pro-
curement process.  Bidders need adequate time to prepare detailed proposals and their final 
formal bids and get the relevant shareholder and funding approvals at key stages of the process.  
It is also important to ensure that risks in this multi-million euro procurement are carefully man-
aged.  I do not propose to comment any further at this juncture, given that discussions are ongo-
ing in the procurement process.  I can assure the Deputy however, that the procurement process 
is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers a future-proofed network that 
serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years. 

As part of the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, telecommunica-
tions service providers indicated that it could take 3-5 years to roll-out a network of the scale 
envisaged under the NBP.  It is however open to bidder(s) to suggest more aggressive tim-
escales as part of their bids.  As part of the competitive process, the Department will engage 
with winning bidder(s) on the best roll-out strategy, in order to target areas of particularly poor 
service, business needs and/or high demand.  This will need to be balanced with the most ef-
ficient network roll-out plan.  A prioritisation programme will be put in place in this regard, 
in consultation with the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.  A 
detailed roll-out plan for the network will be published once contract(s) are in place. 

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the roll-out of the 
network once a contract is awarded.  In this regard, Minister Humphreys is leading on the es-
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tablishment of two regional action groups, working with Local Authorities, Local Enterprise 
Offices and other relevant agencies to help accelerate the broadband network build in rural 
Ireland, once a contract(s) has been awarded.

In the meantime, my Department continues to liaise closely with industry and relevant other 
Departments and agencies to assist in the commercial deployment of telecommunications net-
works.  The commercial telecommunications sector has invested over €2bn in upgrading and 
modernising networks which support the provision of high speed broadband and mobile tele-
coms services.  These investments will further improve the coverage and quality of broadband 
and mobile voice and data services throughout the country. 

In line with commitments in the Programme for Government I established a Mobile Phone 
and Broadband Taskforce with my colleague Minister Humphreys in July 2016.  The Task-
force will recommend practical actions that can be taken in the short-term to improve mobile 
phone and broadband access in Ireland, working with Government Departments, Local Au-
thorities, ComReg, State Agencies, the telecoms industry and other key stakeholders.  The work 
of the task force will also assist Local Authorities in preparing for the roll-out of the new NBP 
network once contract(s) are in place.  I expect that Minister Humphreys and I will bring pro-
posals to Government by the end of 2016, on foot of the Taskforce’s report.

18/10/2016WRAA01100National Broadband Plan Administration

18/10/2016WRAA01200613. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the reason the fibre broadband roll-out map for the rural town of Oldtown, County 
Dublin, indicates that the scheme will stop just meters short of Clonmethan; if he will confirm 
this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30517/16]

18/10/2016WRAA01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed services to every 
city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland.  The Programme for Government com-
mits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved through private 
investment by commercial telecommunications companies and through a State intervention in 
areas where commercial investment is not forthcoming.  The formal procurement process for 
the State Intervention commenced in December 2015.

The procurement process aims to identify an entity or entities to build, roll-out, operate 
and deliver high speed broadband of at least 30 Mbps download and 6 Mbps upload speeds to 
all premises within the intervention area.  Last week, I announced that the three bidders in the 
procurement process have indicated that they are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-home 
solution for rural Ireland under the National Broadband Plan intervention.  Householders and 
businesses may potentially get speeds not just of 30Mbps but up to 1Gbps with businesses 
potentially availing of symmetrical upload and download speeds.  This is a solution that will 
endure for 25 years and beyond and put Ireland to the forefront internationally in terms of con-
nectivity.

The High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie shows the 
extent of the State Intervention area:

- The areas marked BLUE represent those areas where commercial providers are either cur-
rently delivering or have previously indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services.  

- The areas marked AMBER on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the target areas 
for the State Intervention which are the subject of the current procurement process.
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The map provides information on a county by county basis with a breakdown of coverage 
across the townlands in every county including County Dublin.  The townlands of Clonmethan 
and Oldtown, County Dublin are both included in the AMBER area and will therefore included 
in the procurement process.  Individuals can check whether their premises is in a BLUE or an 
AMBER area by scrolling through the map online or entering their Eircode.  The Department 
also has a dedicated mailbox and anyone with a query in relation to the Map should email the 
Department, quoting their Eircode, to broadband@dcenr.gov.ie.    

Over 8,000 premises in County Dublin are within the AMBER area and will be covered by 
the State Intervention.

18/10/2016WRAA01400Energy Efficiency

18/10/2016WRAA01500614. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the grant schemes that are available through his Department or organisations 
funded by his Department for persons who live in houses and need improvement works carried 
out to improve the heating and insulation in their houses; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30523/16]

18/10/2016WRAA01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) operates a number of grant 
schemes on behalf of my Department that help people to improve the energy efficiency of their 
homes.  As of the end of September 2016, these grant schemes have supported the upgrade of 
327,504 homes in Ireland.

There are three key schemes and one pilot measure that are currently available to house-
holds: 

- The Better Energy Homes scheme provides a financial incentive to private homeowners 
who wish to improve the energy performance of their homes.  Grants are provided towards 
the cost of a range of measures including attic insulation, wall insulation, heating systems up-
grades, solar thermal panels and accompanying Building Energy Rating (BER). 

- The Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme delivers a range of energy efficiency measures 
free of charge to low income households vulnerable to energy poverty, who meet the eligibility 
criteria.  The measures available include draught proofing, attic insulation, lagging jackets for 
hot water tanks, low energy light bulbs and cavity wall insulation. 

- The Better Energy Communities scheme supports community-based partnerships to im-
prove the energy efficiency of a range of homes, businesses and community facilities in a local 
area.  This year’s scheme will provide for energy efficiency upgrades to more than 2,600 homes 
and almost 300 community and commercial facilities.

- Under the Warmth and Wellbeing pilot scheme healthcare professionals can refer patients 
living in Dublin 12 or 24  to SEAI for energy efficiency treatments in the similar manner to oth-
er medical treatments.  A household is eligible to receive intervention if a person in the house-
hold aged over 55 is suffering from asthma or Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) 
and if a member of the household is in receipt of the Fuel Allowance.  This pilot scheme aims 
to demonstrate that energy efficiency improvements to the home can have a positive effect on 
health and wellbeing.

I have secured increased funding for these programmes for 2017 in the Estimates.  With 
these resources, I anticipate that up to 30,000 more homes will receive energy efficiency up-
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grades in 2017, supporting some 3,000 jobs in the construction sector.  Full details of  all the 
schemes administered by SEAI are available  from their website http://www.seai.ie/ or Sustain-
able Energy Authority of Ireland, Wilton Park House, Wilton Park, Dublin, D02 T228.

  Question No. 615 answered with Question No. 609.

18/10/2016WRAA01800Broadband Service Provision

18/10/2016WRAA01900616. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 221 of 5 October 2016, if he will 
identify the private operator that is servicing 65% of the site in question; the reason they are not 
covering the whole estate; if his Department will further engage with the operator to establish 
their plans to deliver high speed broadband to the whole estate; if the operator has no plans, the 
reason for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30793/16]

18/10/2016WRAA02000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed services to every 
city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland.  The Programme for Government com-
mits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved through private 
investment by commercial telecommunications companies and through a State intervention in 
areas where commercial investment is not forthcoming.

The procurement process aims to identify an entity or entities to build, roll-out, operate 
and deliver high speed broadband of at least 30 Mbps download and 6 Mbps upload speeds to 
all premises within the intervention area.  Last week, I announced that the three bidders in the 
procurement process have indicated that they are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-home 
solution for rural Ireland under the National Broadband Plan intervention.  Householders and 
businesses may potentially get speeds not just of 30Mbps but up to 1Gbps with businesses 
potentially availing of symmetrical upload and download speeds.  This is a solution that will 
endure for 25 years and beyond and put Ireland to the forefront internationally in terms of con-
nectivity. 

The High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie shows the 
extent of the State Intervention area:

- The areas marked BLUE represent those areas where commercial providers are either cur-
rently delivering or have previously indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services.  

- The areas marked AMBER on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the target areas 
for the State Intervention which are the subject of the current procurement process.  The areas 
marked BLUE represent those areas where commercial providers are either currently delivering 
or have plans to deliver high speed broadband services. 

High speed services that are rolled out in BLUE areas are done so on a commercial basis 
by telecommunications operators.  Due to confidentiality agreements with the operators who 
supplied coverage data for the NBP mapping exercise, it is not possible to provide you with 
specific operator details in the areas, nor can I compel commercial operators to extend their 
coverage areas.  I can however assure the Deputy that my Department is actively monitoring 
the High Speed Broadband map to ensure that any area which is not covered by the commercial 
sector, is covered in the State intervention.

18/10/2016WRAA02100National Broadband Plan Implementation
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18/10/2016WRAA02200617. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will provide a detailed timeframe for the roll-out of the national broadband 
plan; if reports that some homes and businesses will not have connectivity until 2023 are ac-
curate; and if the proposal for the rural roll-out of a fibre to the home solution will follow the 
same timeframe. [30805/16]

18/10/2016WRAA02300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed services to every 
city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland.  The Programme for Government com-
mits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved through private 
investment by commercial telecommunications companies and through a State intervention in 
areas where commercial investment is not forthcoming.

The procurement process aims to identify an entity or entities to build, roll-out, operate 
and deliver high speed broadband of at least 30 Mbps download and 6 Mbps upload speeds to 
all premises within the intervention area.  Last week, I announced that the three bidders in the 
procurement process have indicated that they are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-home 
solution for rural Ireland under the National Broadband Plan intervention.  Householders and 
businesses may potentially get speeds not just of 30Mbps but up to 1Gbps with businesses 
potentially availing of symmetrical upload and download speeds.  This is a solution that will 
endure for 25 years and beyond and put Ireland to the forefront internationally in terms of con-
nectivity.

The High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie shows the 
extent of the State Intervention area:

- The areas marked BLUE represent those areas where commercial providers are either cur-
rently delivering or have previously indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services.  
The Department continues to monitor the commercial deployment plans in the BLUE area to 
ensure that those services are delivered. 

- The areas marked AMBER on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the target areas 
for the State Intervention which are the subject of the current procurement process.

The map provides information on a county by county basis with a breakdown of coverage 
across the townlands in every county.  Individuals can check whether their premises is in a 
BLUE or an AMBER area by scrolling through the map online or entering their Eircode.  The 
Department also has a dedicated mailbox and anyone with a query in relation to the Map should 
email the Department, quoting their Eircode, to broadband@dcenr.gov.ie.     

The Department is now in a formal procurement process to select a company or companies 
who will roll-out a new high speed broadband network to the Intervention Area - over 750,000 
premises in Ireland, covering 100,000km of road network and 96% of the land area of Ireland.  
Since bidders were invited to participate in dialogue with the Department, there have been 
approximately 150 hours of meetings, with considerable more interaction to follow over the 
coming months.    

Earlier this year, before I came into office, the Department announced that it would be June 
2017 before contract(s) were awarded under the NBP.  The bidders in the process have recently 
indicated that they may need more time to conclude the procurement process.  The timing of 
each stage of the procurement continues to be dependent on a range of factors including the 
complexities that may be encountered by the procurement team, and bidders, during the pro-
curement process.  Bidders need adequate time to prepare detailed proposals and their final 
formal bids and get the relevant shareholder and funding approvals at key stages of the process.  
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It is also important to ensure that risks in this multi-million euro procurement are carefully 
managed.  I do not propose to comment any further at this juncture, given that discussions are 
ongoing in the procurement process.  I can assure the Deputy however, that the procurement 
process is being intensively managed, to ensure an outcome that delivers a future-proofed net-
work that serves homes and businesses across Ireland, for at least 25 years.  The Government 
considers the NBP to be one of the most significant investments in rural Ireland for decades, and 
one which will transform society, akin to rural electrification in the last century.  

As part of the Department’s extensive stakeholder consultations in 2015, telecommunica-
tions service providers indicated that it could take 3-5 years to roll-out a network of the scale 
envisaged under the NBP.  It is however open to bidder(s) to suggest more aggressive tim-
escales as part of their bids.  As part of the competitive process, the Department will engage 
with winning bidder(s) on the best roll-out strategy, in order to target areas of particularly poor 
service, business needs and/or high demand.  This will need to be balanced with the most ef-
ficient network roll-out plan.  A prioritisation programme will be put in place in this regard, 
in consultation with the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.  A 
detailed roll-out plan for the network will be published once contract(s) are in place. 

The Programme for Government also commits to measures to assist in the roll-out of the 
network once a contract is awarded.  In this regard, Minister Humphreys is leading on the es-
tablishment of two regional action groups, working with Local Authorities, Local Enterprise 
Offices and other relevant agencies to help accelerate the broadband network build in rural 
Ireland, once a contract(s) has been awarded.

In the meantime, my Department continues to liaise closely with industry and relevant other 
Departments and agencies to assist in the commercial deployment of telecommunications net-
works.  The commercial telecommunications sector has invested over €2bn in upgrading and 
modernising networks which support the provision of high speed broadband and mobile tele-
coms services.  These investments will further improve the coverage and quality of broadband 
and mobile voice and data services throughout the country. 

In line with commitments in the Programme for Government I established a Mobile Phone 
and Broadband Taskforce with my colleague Minister Humphreys in July 2016.  The Task-
force will recommend practical actions that can be taken in the short-term to improve mobile 
phone and broadband access in Ireland, working with Government Departments, Local Au-
thorities, ComReg, State Agencies, the telecoms industry and other key stakeholders.  The work 
of the task force will also assist Local Authorities in preparing for the roll-out of the new NBP 
network once contract(s) are in place.  I expect that Minister Humphreys and I will bring pro-
posals to Government by the end of 2016, on foot of the Taskforce’s report.

18/10/2016WRAA02400Broadband Service Provision

18/10/2016WRAA02500618. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the rolling out of fibre broadband along the L2026 from Droichead 
Bhaile an tSléibhe to the junction with the N25 in Waterford; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30814/16]

18/10/2016WRAA02600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Denis 
Naughten): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed services to every 
city, town, village and individual premises in Ireland.  The Programme for Government com-
mits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved through private 
investment by commercial telecommunications companies and through a State intervention in 
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areas where commercial investment is not forthcoming.  The formal procurement process for 
the State Intervention commenced in December 2015.

The procurement process aims to identify an entity or entities to build, roll-out, operate 
and deliver high speed broadband of at least 30 Mbps download and 6 Mbps upload speeds to 
all premises within the intervention area.  Last week, I announced that the three bidders in the 
procurement process have indicated that they are proposing a predominantly fibre-to-the-home 
solution for rural Ireland under the National Broadband Plan intervention.  Householders and 
businesses may potentially get speeds not just of 30Mbps but up to 1Gbps with businesses 
potentially availing of symmetrical upload and download speeds.  This is a solution that will 
endure for 25 years and beyond and put Ireland to the forefront internationally in terms of con-
nectivity.  

The High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie shows the 
extent of the State Intervention area: 

- The areas marked BLUE represent those areas where commercial providers are either cur-
rently delivering or have previously indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services.  

- The areas marked AMBER on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the target areas 
for the State Intervention which are the subject of the current procurement process.

Individuals can check whether their premises is in a BLUE or an AMBER area by scrolling 
through the map online or entering their Eircode.  The Department also has a dedicated mail-
box and anyone with a query in relation to the Map should email the Department, quoting their 
Eircode, to broadband@dcenr.gov.ie.    

Over 17,800 premises in County Waterford are within the AMBER area and will be covered 
by the State Intervention, including the area between Droichead Bhaile an tSléibhe to the junc-
tion with the N25 in Waterford.  This area will therefore be included in the procurement process. 

The Department is now in a formal procurement process to select a company or companies 
who will roll-out a new high speed broadband network to the over 750,000 premises in Ireland, 
covering 100,000km of road network and 96% of the land area of Ireland. 

In parallel, my Department continues to liaise closely with industry and relevant other De-
partments and agencies to assist in the commercial deployment of telecommunications net-
works.  The commercial telecommunications sector has invested over €2bn in upgrading and 
modernising networks which support the provision of high speed broadband and mobile tele-
coms services.  These investments will further improve the coverage and quality of broadband 
and mobile voice and data services throughout the country. 

In line with commitments in the Programme for Government I established a Mobile Phone 
and Broadband Taskforce with my colleague Minister Humphreys in July 2016.  The Task-
force will recommend practical actions that can be taken in the short-term to improve mobile 
phone and broadband access in Ireland, working with Government Departments, Local Au-
thorities, ComReg, State Agencies, the telecoms industry and other key stakeholders.  The work 
of the task force will also assist Local Authorities in preparing for the roll-out of the new NBP 
network once contract(s) are in place.  I expect that Minister Humphreys and I will bring pro-
posals to Government by the end of 2016, on foot of the Taskforce’s report.

18/10/2016WRAA02700Greenways Funding
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18/10/2016WRAA02800619. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the status of the north-west greeenway project which has been submitted to the SEUPB for 
funding under the INTERREG project on a partnership basis between Donegal County Council 
and Derry City Council; if he is committed to the co-funding requirement for this project; if 
his attention has been drawn to the status of the SEUPB funding in view of the UK decision to 
leave the EU; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30227/16]

18/10/2016WRAA02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  I understand that this 
project consists of a number of Greenways in the Northwest, including Derry to Muff, Derry 
to Buncrana and Lifford to Strabane.  While the project has been the subject of an assessment 
process led by the Special EU Programmes Body, uncertainty surrounds the availability of EU 
funding as a consequence of the UK decision to leave the EU.

My officials are in ongoing discussions with the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform which, as the Department responsible for overseeing Government’s approach on this 
issue, are working to address the financial, legal and technical issues that arise to ensure that 
programme beneficiaries can be made robust offers of funding that will survive the impact of 
Brexit.

18/10/2016WRAA03000Swimming Pool Programme Status

18/10/2016WRAA03100620. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when his 
Department plans to give South Dublin County Council written approval to move to stage 3 of 
the Lucan swimming pool project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30231/16]

18/10/2016WRAA03200Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): The Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme (LASPP) provides for grant 
aid to local authorities towards the capital costs of new swimming pools or the refurbishment of 
existing pools.  There are four stages in the development of a project under the Local Authority 
Swimmimg Pool Programme, namely Preliminary Report, Contract Documents, Tender and 
Construction.

In January of this year, my Department contacted local authorities and sought expressions 
of interest in a limited round of swimming pool allocations.  There were three expressions of 
interest received for new pools, two of which were valid and both in Dublin.  Having assessed 
existing commitments and the funding available, it was decided to include the proposal from 
South Dublin County Council (SDCC) for a new swimming pool in Lucan in the LASPP.

My Department wrote to SDCC in April 2016 advising the Council to undertake the Prelim-
inary Report stage which includes the Feasibility Study, Appointment of Consultants for Pre-
liminary Proposals and Design Brief.  Documentation in this regard was received from SDCC 
in July and is currently under examination by my Department’s technical advisor and my of-
ficials.  In this regard, I have asked that this project would be prioritised in order to progress it 
to the next stage in the programme, i.e. the Contract Documents stage, as soon as possible.

18/10/2016WRAA03300Road Projects Status

18/10/2016WRAA03400621. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
progress on the N4 upgrade from Castlebaldwin to Collooney, County Sligo; the timeframe for 
tender, construction and completion of the project; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [30249/16]
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18/10/2016WRAA03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.

The planning, design and implementation of individual national road projects (such as the 
N4 Collooney to Castlebaldwin) is a matter for the Transport Infrastructure Ireland (formerly 
known as the NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the relevant local 
authority.  Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a 
matter in the first instance for TII in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the TII for direct re-
ply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

18/10/2016WRAA03600Departmental Funding

18/10/2016WRAA03700622. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
capital funding has been allocated for a new building (details supplied); if so, the total amount 
of funding which is being made available; the timeline for when the allocated funding is to be 
spent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30253/16]

18/10/2016WRAA03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): No funding has been 
specifically allocated to a building project at Malin Head Rescue Coordination Centre, due to 
the fact that this project is in its infancy stage at present.  I can confirm that my Department has 
submitted a request to OPW to renovate facilities at Malin Head.  I am aware that the OPW is 
examining the feasibility of the site location and has a number of preliminary stage inspections 
to complete prior to commencing work on any detailed plans, which would ultimately inform 
funding requirements.

I am not in a position to anticipate the timeframe in relation to the completion of these in-
spections or the drafting of detailed plans.

18/10/2016WRAA03900Driver Licence Applications

18/10/2016WRAA04000623. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that the NDLS has refused to renew a driving licence to a person 
(details supplied) despite the fact that the person provided the proof the NDLS requested in re-
spect of their PPSN and later furnished a sworn affidavit through their solicitors affirming their 
name, address and the details of their PPSN as included on the application form and medical 
report; if his attention has been further drawn to the fact that the person has been driving for up-
wards of 58 years with a clear licence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30261/16]

18/10/2016WRAA04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The operation of the 
National Driver Licensing Service is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority, 
and I have no role in individual cases.

I have therefore referred the Question to the Authority for direct reply.

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.

18/10/2016WRAA04200Sports Facilities Provision
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18/10/2016WRAA04300624. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when con-
struction of the all-Ireland national indoor cycling velodrome will commence at the National 
Sports Campus, Abbotstown, Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30264/16]

18/10/2016WRAA04400626. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport to 
advise when the planned all-Ireland national indoor cycling velodrome construction will com-
mence at the National Sports Campus, in Abbotstown, Dublin. [30419/16]

18/10/2016WRAA04500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 624 and 626 together.

I am advised that the next step for a proposed velodrome would be for Sport Ireland to un-
dertake an appropriate financial appraisal, i.e. a Cost Benefit Analysis, in accordance with the 
Public Spending Code.  Thereafter, any proposal to proceed would also be subject to the avail-
ability of capital funding.

18/10/2016WRAA04600Cycling Facilities Funding

18/10/2016WRAA04700625. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if there 
will be greater capital investment in cycling as a mode of transport. [30268/16]

18/10/2016WRAA04800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  Funding of Smarter 
Travel Policy measures will be continued in 2017 with a particular focus on cycling and walk-
ing infrastructure in tandem with soft measures such as mobility management initiatives to sup-
port sustainable transport and travel.

Funding for Cycle Right, the new cycling standard for training of our young people will 
commence in 2017 and this will target training in our schools and will assist in further increas-
ing the numbers cycling for education, work and leisure.

Furthermore my Department is developing a new strategy to set out a cohesive and forward-
looking approach to the development, funding and promotion of greenways which will help in-
form our input into the mid-term review of the Capital Plan.  I will be seeking additional multi-
annual funding for cycling infrastructure as part of that review.

  Question No. 626 answered with Question No. 624.

18/10/2016WRAA05000Bus Services

18/10/2016WRAA05100627. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
extend the existing Dangan/Clooney bus service in County Clare by two kilometres to Quin 
village, in order to accommodate the 32 children who are currently car-pooling from Quin to 
attend a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30482/16]

18/10/2016WRAA05200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  From enquiries made 
it would appear that the existing service referred to by the Deputy is a school transport service 
and therefore any question about amending that service is a matter for my colleague, the Min-
ister for Education and Skills. 

18/10/2016WRAA05300Sports Facilities Provision
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18/10/2016WRAA05400628. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 229 of 5 October 2016, the action he will take and-or the 
provisions in place; his views on whether the cost benefit analysis submitted by Sport Ireland 
regarding phase 2 of the national indoor arena determines the project to be not viable; if there is 
any other sporting organisation lined up to take up a role in the process if the partnership agree-
ment in place between Sport Ireland and a sporting organisation (details supplied) fails; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [30571/16]

18/10/2016WRAA05500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): My Department has reviewed the Cost Benefit Analysis submitted by Sport Ire-
land and has found that further work would be required on the Cost Benefit Analysis to ensure 
compliance with the Public Spending Code.  I will shortly be reverting to Sport Ireland with de-
tailed comments.

The Partnership Agreement in place between Sport Ireland and the organisation mentioned 
by the Deputy is a matter for Sport Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to Sport 
Ireland for direct reply in relation to whether it has engaged with any other organisation in the 
event that the existing agreement fails to proceed.

18/10/2016WRAA05600Road Safety Strategy

18/10/2016WRAA05700629. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when he plans to next meet the CEO and chairperson of the Road Safety Authority to discuss 
the rise in the number of road deaths; if there are revised new RSA strategies to combat this rise; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30772/16]

18/10/2016WRAA05800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  I meet the CEO of the 
Road Safety Authority on a regular basis and my officials meet her on a monthly basis to discuss 
corporate governance and road safety issues.  I met the chairperson of the RSA, together with 
its CEO, to discuss the RSA’s corporate strategy and road safety issues on 25 July 2016.

While Road fatalities in 2015 at 162, matched those in 2012, making it Ireland’s joint safest 
year on record, the reality is that each of those deaths is one too many, and there has been an 
overall upward trend in road fatalities in Europe and in the US over the last few years and in 
Ireland to date this year.

I will be meeting the CEO of the RSA and all relevant stakeholders next month, following 
a meeting of stakeholders to carry out a mid-term review of the Road Safety Strategy 2013 
- 2020.  The focus of this review is on the measures already introduced and the initiatives re-
quired to improve the country’s road safety performance.  The Ministerial Committee on Road 
Safety next month will focus on the rise in fatalities in 2016 and will explore what further mea-
sures can be taken to address these including in the light of the mid-term review.

I hope that the launch by the RSA of a number of new road safety campaigns including re-
garding low-level speeding, alcohol and driving, and a new seat-belt campaign combined with 
high visibility speed enforcement activities by An Garda Síochána focused on National “Slow-
Down” day next weekend, on the November Bank Holiday and the Christmas road safety cam-
paign in December 2016 will have an impact on road safety for the remainder of 2016.

18/10/2016WRAA05900Public Transport Subsidies
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18/10/2016WRAA06000630. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the full year cost if the subvention allocated to Dublin Bus, Bus Éireann and Iarnród Éireann 
increased by 10%; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30773/16]

18/10/2016WRAA06100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The last available 
full year figures for subvention allocated to the three Companies are from 2015 when the total 
amount of money made available amounted to €209million.  Included in that amount is €19m 
that was paid to Iarnród Eireann’s Infrastructure management business under changes made in 
accordance with EU law.

The full year cost of a 10% increase in those figures would be approximately €21m.

As the Deputy is aware, in last week’s Budget I was able to announce €31m increases to 
PSO subvention funding and rural transport programme funding for next year.  The allocation 
of funding is a statutory function of the National Transport Authority (NTA) and the NTA will 
decide upon 2017’s exact allocation to each operator in the coming weeks.

However, I expect next year’s additional money will provide for much needed improve-
ments to public transport services such as -

-  Rolling out 10 minute DART services;

-  Extending Kildare Line commuter rail services through the Phoenix Park Tunnel and into 
the heart of the city;

-  Maintaining progress with the bus market opening competitions.

It is clear that this increase in PSO funding is a welcome one and one which will assist the 
NTA and the operators in their delivery of services for next year.

18/10/2016WRAA06200Road Improvement Schemes

18/10/2016WRAA06300631. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of funding available in the capital plan for 2017 for the road upgrade of the Grange Castle 
business park; the timeline for these works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30823/16]

18/10/2016WRAA06400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):   The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads, including the upgrade of the road network at Grange 
Castle business park, is the statutory responsibility of the relevant local authority, that is South 
Dublin County Council, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  
The timeframe for project delivery is, therefore, a matter for the Council.

My Department is providing grant support for this project and is liaising with South Dublin 
County Council on project implementation.  The 2017 allocation for the project will be decided 
in the context of overall grant allocations for next year.

18/10/2016WRAA06500Dublin Bus Fleet

18/10/2016WRAA06600632. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the fund-
ing he is providing for 110 buses for the Dublin region fleet in 2017 is for new and additional 
buses or if it is to replace existing older buses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[30824/16]

18/10/2016WRAA06700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the development of public transport infra-
structure in the Greater Dublin Area and for securing the provision of Public Service Obligation 
(PSO) public transport services.

Under the Public Transport Capital Investment programme, funding is provided annual-
ly for the renewal of the PSO bus fleet.  The bus replacement programme will ensure a modern, 
reliable, comfortable and accessible PSO fleet and help reduce the average age and associated 
maintenance costs of the fleet.

As part of Budget 2017, I announced that funding would be provided next year that will fa-
cilitate the purchase of 110 new buses for the PSO bus fleet for the Dublin region.  This will al-
low for replacement of older vehicles and will also cater for increased demand.  The extent 
to which these buses will be used to replace older vehicles or to expand the current PSO fleet 
will be determined by the NTA taking account of demand.

18/10/2016WRAA06800Public Transport Provision

18/10/2016WRAA06900633. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the role 
he and his Department have in providing transport for children who are in emergency accom-
modation, including hotels; the arrangements being put in place; when those services will com-
mence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30876/16]

18/10/2016WRAA07000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In July this year Gov-
ernment approved the publication of the “Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness”.  Within 
the Action Plan there is an objective to support homeless families with child dependents.  One 
of the action items under that objective is provide access to free public transport for family 
travel and for school journeys.

The Action Plan assigns ‘ownership’ of that action across a number of agencies and Depart-
ments - Túsla, the HSE, the Dublin Region Homeless Executive, the Department of Children 
and Youth Affairs and the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Govern-
ment.

In line with the approved actions listed in the Action Plan it is those assigned agencies and 
Departments who are providing the lead role in fulfilling Government’s objective to support 
homeless families with child dependents, including in relation to the issue of transport.  Neither 
I nor my Department have a direct role in this action.

18/10/2016WRAA07100Sports Capital Programme Administration

18/10/2016WRAA07200634. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if there 
will be a sports capital grant allocation in 2017; the amount this allocation will be; and when 
the grant applications will open. [30881/16]

18/10/2016WRAA07300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) is the Government’s primary vehicle to 
support the development of sports facilities and the purchase of sports equipment.  The most re-
cent rounds of the programme were in 2012, 2014 and 2015.
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As was confirmed in last week’s 2017 Estimates Statement, a new round of the Sports Capi-
tal Programme will be open for applications in January with the announcement of allocations 
expected later in 2017.  I expect to announce more details in this regard shortly.

18/10/2016WRBB00150Work Permits Applications

18/10/2016WRBB00200635. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the status of a work permit in respect of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30309/16]

18/10/2016WRBB00300Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Pat 
Breen): An Intra Company Transfer Employment Permit application was refused in respect 
of the person named by the Deputy on 23rd September 2016 as at the time of application it 
appeared that the foreign national’s immigration permission from the Minister for Justice and 
Equality precluded him from entering employment in the State.   The named person held an 
Atypical Working Scheme immigration permission that allowed him to remain in employment 
for a six month period.

The Department of Justice and Equality (Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service - 
INIS) in agreement with the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, administers the 
Atypical Working Scheme.  The Atypical Working Scheme is designed to provide a streamlined 
mechanism to deal with foreign nationals who wish to enter the State for once off atypical or 
short term employments.

In accordance with Section 13 the Employment Permits Act, 2006 as amended, the appli-
cant was informed of the right to seek a review of this decision within twenty-eight (28) days 
from the date of the refusal letter.  To date no such request has been received.

18/10/2016WRBB00350Company Law

18/10/2016WRBB00400636. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation when 
FRS105 will be commenced; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30568/16]

18/10/2016WRBB00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): FRS 
105 is the Financial Reporting Standard applicable to the Micro-entities Regime.   The Compa-
nies (Accounting) Bill 2016 introduces provisions for a new category of micro company, which 
is a subset of the category of small company. Accordingly, FRS 105 will be available to micro 
companies once the Bill is enacted and commenced.

As matters stand, the Dáil is scheduled to hold the Second Stage debate in early November.  
The timeframe for passage and enactment thereafter will depend on the availability of parlia-
mentary time.

18/10/2016WRBB00550Company Liquidations

18/10/2016WRBB00600637. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation when 
she expects to receive the report and recommendations from the company law review group 
around the application of current company law provisions to better safeguard employees and 
creditors caught up in tactical insolvencies; when she expects to bring proposed new legislation 
to Government to give effect to the recommendations of the Duffy-Cahill review; and if she will 
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make a statement on the matter. [30217/16]

18/10/2016WRBB00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): In 
January 2016, the then Minister requested the Company Law Review Group (CLRG) to review 
company law with a view to recommending ways company law could be potentially amended 
to ensure better safeguards for employees and unsecured creditors.  An ad-hoc committee of the 
CLRG was formed in January 2016 to explore relevant issues.  It has met eleven times to date 
and is progressing its examination of company law under its terms of reference.  It is due to 
meet again on 26 October 2016.   It is intended that the ad-hoc committee will bring a report to 
the CLRG for adoption and that this will be submitted to the Minister for consideration.  There 
was no explicit timeframe given to the CLRG as the issues to be examined are extensive and to 
allow a full and comprehensive examination of the legislation in relation to unsecured creditors 
including employees.

Earlier this year Nessa Cahill B.L., a company law specialist, and Kevin Duffy, the then 
Chairman of the Labour Court, were asked to conduct an expert examination of legal protec-
tions for workers.  The examination looked specifically at situations where assets of significant 
value are separated from the operating entity, being the employer, and how the position of em-
ployees can be better protected in such situations.

The Duffy/Cahill report was brought to Government and published on 26 April. It provides 
a comprehensive analysis of the relevant provisions of employment law and company law.  It 
makes a number of proposals for reform of the law, which are primarily concerned with amend-
ments to employment law. 

The Department conducted a Public Consultation on the report following its publication.  
The submissions received in response to the consultation are important in terms of assessing 
how the suggested reforms could operate in practice and in identifying any unintended conse-
quences.  They will inform the response to the report which will be brought forward for consid-
eration by Government.

In terms of timing, my Department is working simultaneously on bringing forward policy 
responses to the Duffy Cahill report and the University of Limerick (UL) report on zero hour 
contracts and low hour contracts.  Work on the response to the UL report is more advanced 
than that on Duffy Cahill. However, I want to assure the Deputy that all of this work is being 
progressed as expeditiously as possible.

18/10/2016WRBB00750National Minimum Wage

18/10/2016WRBB00800638. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
way she will amend the National Minimum Wage (Low Pay Commission) Act to enable the 
Government to meet its own commitment in the programme for Government for a national 
minimum wage of €10.50 per hour over the lifetime of this Dáil; when such amendments will 
be made; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30219/16]

18/10/2016WRBB00900Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Pat 
Breen): The Low Pay Commission was established last year through the National Minimum 
Wage (Low Pay Commission) Act 2015.  Its principal function is, once each year, to examine 
the national minimum hourly rate of pay and to make a recommendation to the Minister re-
specting the rate, ensuring that all decisions are evidence based, fair and sustainable, and do not 
create significant adverse consequences for employment or competitiveness.   The Commission 
submitted its first report in July 2015. Its recommendation to increase the minimum wage from 
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€8.65 to €9.15 per hour was accepted by Government and the increase came into effect on 1st 
January last.

The Commission’s second report was submitted to Government in July and the recommen-
dation made by the Commission for an increase of 10 cents per hour was approved by Govern-
ment on October 11  The increase will come into effect on 1 January next.

The Programme for Partnership Government contains a commitment to reduce poverty lev-
els by supporting an increase in the minimum wage to €10.50 per hour over the next five years 
and rely on the annual recommendations of the Low Pay Commission on the level of adjust-
ment each year.

The independence of the Low Pay Commission is firmly established in the National Mini-
mum Wage (Low Pay Commission) Act 2015 (the Act).  The Commission can only operate in 
accordance with that statutory remit and make recommendations to the Minister in accordance 
with the criteria that are clearly and explicitly set out in the Act.

There are no plans to make any changes to the legislation as it currently stands.

18/10/2016WRBB00950Trade Agreements

18/10/2016WRBB01000639. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation her plans 
to respond to the Seanad Éireann vote on the provisional application of the Comprehensive 
Economic and Trade Agreement; and if she intends to adhere to this vote at the meeting of Min-
isters in Brussels (details supplied). [30403/16]

18/10/2016WRBB01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): 
CETA represents a modern high standard agreement which has the ability to set a new global 
standard for Trade Agreements.  It will end limitations in access to public contracts, open up 
markets for services and offer predictable conditions for investors.  CETA will save on duty 
costs as 99.6% of all industrial tariffs will be eliminated on entry into force.  Irish firms will also 
benefit from the recognition of product standards and certification, thus saving on ‘double test-
ing’ on both sides of the Atlantic.  These are some of the benefits of the trade deal with Canada 
as well as providing new market opportunities in many sectors for Irish firms.   As stated in the 
Seanad by my colleague Minister for Enterprise and Small Business, Pat Breen T.D., following 
concerns raised in a number of Member State parliaments, the Council Decision provides that 
the provisions in CETA in relation to investment protection and investment dispute settlement 
will be excluded from provisional application.  Canada will mirror the decision of the EU on 
provisional application of CETA, pending the ratification of the agreement by Member States.  
The EU and Canada are also finalising a legally binding Joint Interpretative Declaration that 
will be added to CETA, to provide further assurances in relation to public services, labour 
rights, environmental protection and investment.

The full entering into force of the agreement will be subject, in the first instance, to a deci-
sion by the EU, through a Council decision with the consent of the Parliament, and secondly 
by the approval of all Member States through the relevant national ratification procedures.  In 
this regard, Dáil Eireann will be a part of the final decision to ratify CETA in accordance with 
Article 29.5.2 of the Constitution.

The EU and Canada are working towards the signature of CETA at the EU-Canada Summit 
scheduled to take place on the 27th October 2016. Today, the 18th   October 2016, in Luxem-
bourg, Ministers will be asked to sign and agree to the provisional application of CETA.  The 
EU Council of Trade Ministers will also be asked to approve the Joint Interpretative Declara-
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tion. 

Ireland stands to gain substantially from CETA, I support and welcome the Agreement and 
I am looking forward to Irish firms enjoying the benefits and new opportunities as soon as pos-
sible.  I am of the view that the recent developments including the exclusion of the investment 
protection provision from the provisional application of CETA and the proposed additional 
legal guarantee on public services, labour rights and environmental protection address the con-
cerns raised in the Seanad.  I would also restate that the Agreement will come before the Dáil 
in due course for ratification.

18/10/2016WRBB01150Company Registration

18/10/2016WRBB01200640. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
total number of companies that have re-registered with the Companies Registration Office as 
a designated activity company to date, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [30427/16]

18/10/2016WRBB01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
information is contained in the following table.

Companies  -
No. of companies that have converted 

to designated activity companies as at 12 
October 2016.

1636

18/10/2016WRBB01350Work Permits Appeals

18/10/2016WRBB01400641. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
an eligibility for a work permit will be reviewed in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [30533/16]

18/10/2016WRBB01500Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Pat 
Breen): An application for the position of Stone Mason and Carving was received in the Em-
ployment Permit Section of my Department on 13 September 2016.  This application was re-
fused on 27 September 2016.  It appeared from the information received that the position on 
offer was one for which a Contract for Services Employment Permit would not be granted as it 
is on the List of Ineligible Categories of Employment for Employment Permits. Additionally, 
the remuneration offered in respect of the post was less than €40,000, the minimum prescribed 
remuneration in respect of permits of this category.    Supporting documentation submitted with 
the application also indicated that the foreign national was in the State without current immigra-
tion permission from the Minister for Justice and Equality at the time of application.

Other refusal reasons outlined to the applicant include:

- That the employer did not make adequate provision for the employee’s board and accom-
modation and health insurance required for permits of this type

- That the information submitted indicated that the foreign national was not  employed by 
the contractor for 6 months prior to the application date as required

- That it appeared that the foreign national would not be employed by the contractor con-
cerned during the period for which the employment permit was sought, and;
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- A Contract for Services Employment Permit can only be issued where a foreign contrac-
tor has entered into a contract for services agreement with a person in the State, this was not 
established.

Additionally, the applicant sought to apply through the Trusted Partner scheme, but had not 
been granted Trusted Partner status.  

In accordance with Section 13 the Employment Permits Act, 2006 as amended, the appli-
cant was informed of the right to seek a review of this decision within twenty-eight (28) days 
from the date of the refusal.  To date no such request has been received.

18/10/2016WRBB01550European Court of Justice Rulings

18/10/2016WRBB01600642. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
action which has been taken to enforce here the ruling of the European Court of Justice which 
determined that time spent travelling to and from first and last appointments by workers without 
a fixed office as working time; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30796/16]

18/10/2016WRBB01700Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Pat 
Breen): I assume the Deputy is referring to the judgement of the Court of Justice of the Euro-
pean Union in Case 266/14 Federación de Servicios Privados del sindicato Comisiones obreras 
(CC.OO.) v Tyco Integrated Security SL, Tyco Integrated Fire & Security Corporation Servi-
cios SA.  In that case the CJEU held that Article 2 of Directive 2003/88/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 4 November 2003 concerning certain aspects of the organi-
sation of working time (the Working Time Directive) must be interpreted as meaning that, in 
circumstances such as those at issue in the Tyco case, in which workers do not have a fixed or 
habitual place of work, the time spent by those workers travelling each day between their homes 
and the premises of the first and last customers designated by their employer constitutes ‘work-
ing time’, within the meaning of that provision.   There is no action required by me as Minister 
to enforce the ruling of the CJEU in the Tyco case, as the judgement relates to the interpretation 
of the existing provisions.  The Working Time Directive is given effect in Irish law by the Or-
ganisation of Working Time Act 1997.  Section 2 of that Act defines “working time” as follows:

“… any time that the employee is -

(a  ) at his or her place of work or at his or her employer’s disposal, and

(b  ) carrying on or performing the activities or duties of his or her work,

      and “work” shall be construed accordingly.”

An individual who considers that their rights under the Organisation of Working Time Act 
have been infringed can seek redress by making a complaint to the Director General of the 
Workplace Relations Commission. 

Any persons with questions or complaints regarding their rights under employment law 
should contact Workplace Relations Customer Service on lo-call 1890 80 80 90 or at   www.
workplacerelations.ie

18/10/2016WRBB01750EU Directives

18/10/2016WRBB01800643. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the sta-
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tus of EU Directive 2014/95/EU as regards disclosure of non-financial and diversity informa-
tion by certain large undertakings and groups for transposition into Irish law. [30894/16]

18/10/2016WRBB01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): Di-
rective 2014/95/EU obliges certain large undertakings to include a non-financial statement in 
their annual directors’ report. It also obliges large listed companies to include a diversity report 
in their annual corporate governance statement.   The deadline for transposition is 6 December 
and the Directive is to apply to financial years beginning on or after 1 January 2017.

My Department intends to transpose Directive 2014/95/EU into Irish law by way of Minis-
terial Regulations. It is currently preparing draft Regulations for settlement with the Office of 
the Parliamentary Counsel, with a view to meeting the transposition deadline.

18/10/2016WRBB01950JobsPlus Scheme

18/10/2016WRBB02000644. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason per-
sons participating in the Jobsplus scheme are only entitled to subsidised child care for 52 weeks, 
when Jobsplus is a two-year scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30241/16]

18/10/2016WRBB02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I understand 
that the question relates to the After School Childcare Scheme” , which is funded by my Depart-
ment. Eligibility for this scheme is determined by the Dept. of Social Protection and the entitle-
ment is for a maximum of 52 weeks in total depending on availability.  This allowance does not 
need to be used consecutively. Depending on circumstances, participants may alternatively be 
eligible for other childcare schemes, such as the Community Childcare Subvention, which is 
not limited in duration. 

From September 2017 the After School Childcare Scheme will be discontinued and replaced 
by the new Single Affordable Childcare Scheme; with entitlement based on parental income, so 
participants in the JobsPlus scheme will no longer be limited to 52 weeks of eligibility. Informa-
tion in relation to the Single Affordable Childcare Scheme is available on the DCYA website.

18/10/2016WRBB02150Preschool Services

18/10/2016WRBB02200645. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
availability of preschool places for children with special needs throughout north Kildare; the 
extent to which augmentation is expected; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[30319/16]

18/10/2016WRBB02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Access and 
Inclusion Model (AIM) is now available to enable children with disabilities to access and fully 
participate in the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Programme.  The model will 
deliver seven levels of progressive support, moving from the universal to the targeted, to enable 
the full inclusion and meaningful participation of children with disabilities in the ECCE Pro-
gramme.  The new model focuses on the developmental level of children with disabilities, their 
functional ability, their strengths and their needs.  The degree of support provided will depend 
on the needs of the child in the context of the pre-school service.

Parents who consider that their child will need additional assistance to participate in the 
ECCE Programme should contact their pre-school provider as early as possible to discuss their 
child’s needs.   The service provider, in partnership with the parents, will then submit an ap-
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plication to Pobal for supports under AIM.  Signed parental consent is required to complete the 
application process.  Further information on AIM can be accessed at www.aim.gov.ie.  

It will take some time for the model to be fully embedded and to build capacity across the 
system.  In the meantime, there is a commitment that all supports currently available through 
the HSE and various agencies will remain in place until the model is fully operational.  

I understand that there are approximately 194 childcare providers in Kildare in contract with 
my Department to deliver the childcare programmes which it administers, and any of these may 
apply under AIM for supports for pre-school children.

18/10/2016WRBB02350Preschool Services

18/10/2016WRBB02400646. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a decision 
has been made on an application by persons (details supplied) for a special needs assistant for 
preschool under the AIM program following assessment four weeks ago; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [30538/16]

18/10/2016WRBB02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): AIM, which is a  
new programme of supports to enable children with a disability to access and fully participate 
in the free pre-school programme, is administered by Pobal on behalf of this Department.   The 
degree of support provided will depend on the needs of the child in the context of the pre-school 
service.

My Department has made enquiries of Pobal in relation to your query and it is understood 
that the application in question is currently being appraised.  Pobal  has indicated that the out-
come should be available within two weeks.

18/10/2016WRBB02550Child and Family Agency Services

18/10/2016WRBB02600647. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
if he will arrange an assessment for a person (details supplied). [30255/16]

18/10/2016WRBB02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Thank you for 
bringing this to my attention but as the Deputy will appreciate, it is not appropriate for me to 
comment on an individual case. I would appreciate if the Deputy could contact my office as 
additional details are required before the issue can be raised with Tusla., the Child and Family 
Agency.

18/10/2016WRBB02750Special Educational Needs Service Provision

18/10/2016WRBB02800648. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 953 of 27 September 2016, when a decision will be advised. 
[30356/16]

18/10/2016WRBB02900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): AIM, which is a  
new programme of supports to enable children with a disability to access and fully participate 
in the free pre-school programme, is administered by Pobal on behalf of this Department.   The 
degree of support provided will depend on the needs of the child in the context of the pre-school 
service.
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My Department has again made enquiries of Pobal in relation to your query and it is un-
derstood that an application for Level 7 - additional assistance in the pre-school room - was 
received and is being processed in accordance with the agreed protocols which ensure due 
process, fairness and equity.  The application is at appraisal stage and a decision will issue as 
quickly as possible.

As soon as a decision is made under AIM, both the parent(s) and childcare provider are 
contacted and informed of same.

18/10/2016WRBB02950Domestic Violence Services Funding

18/10/2016WRBB03000649. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
make additional funding available to Offaly domestic violence support service in order that the 
service may continue; if she will meet with members of the service to discuss future funding 
arrangements; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30370/16]

18/10/2016WRBB03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family has advised that it is aware of the financial pressures currently being experienced 
by Offaly Domestic Violence Support Services and has already made arrangements to provide 
additional funding of €6,000 to the service in line with the shortfall identified by the service. 

Offaly Domestic Violence Support Services has already received an additional €8,000 from 
Tusla in 2016, over and above funding allocated in 2015. With both tranches of additional fund-
ing, Offaly Domestic Violence Support Services will receive a total of €71,818 from Tusla this 
year.  This represents a very considerable increase of €14,000 in the current year, compared 
with total funding of €57,818 in 2015.

Through its service arrangement processes, Tusla is engaged with Offaly Domestic Violence 
Support Services to support continuity of service provision to victims of domestic violence in 
Co. Offaly and a meeting is scheduled with the organisation in November.

I can confirm that on foot of Budget 2017, Tusla will be increasing its investment nationally 
on domestic, sexual and gender-based violence services. Tusla’s approach in terms of future 
planning for these services will seek to address gaps, avoid duplication and support the effec-
tive delivery of frontline services nationally. Domestic Violence services in Co. Offaly and the 
wider Midlands area are being considered as part of Tusla’s commissioning processes to ensure 
that the needs of victims across the country are being met in the most efficient and sustainable 
way.

18/10/2016WRBB03150Preschool Services

18/10/2016WRBB03200650. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
examine the funding availability for a person (details supplied); if she will guarantee funding 
and a place; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30546/16]

18/10/2016WRBB03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): From Septem-
ber 2016 children are eligible to attend free pre-school from the age of 3 years until they start 
primary school (once the child is not older than 5 years and 6 months at the end of the pre-school 
year i.e. end June). The age range for eligibility for children enrolling for the programme in 
September 2016 is 1 January 2012 to the 31 August 2013. Children born between 1 September 
2013 and 31 December are eligible to enrol in January 2017. Children born between 1 January 
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2014 and 31 March 2014 are eligible to enrol in April 2017.

As the child in question was born on 18 December 2013, they are eligible to enrol for the 
ECCE programme from January 2017. Eligibility to a programme does not guarantee a place-
ment. It is the responsibility of the parent to source a suitable childcare place for their child. I 
would urge the child’s parent to contact their local County Childcare Committee to assist them 
in finding a childcare place. It must be noted that each pre-school provider operates their own 
admission policies, and once these are within the terms of the ECCE Programme, the Depart-
ment has no role in relation to the admission policies of individual services.

18/10/2016WRBB03350Early Childhood Care and Education Data

18/10/2016WRBB03400651. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the full 
payment for the past year in respect of the early child care and education higher capitation rates 
be paid to a child care facility (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[30570/16]

18/10/2016WRBB03500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In order to re-
ceive the Higher Capitation Rate, under the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Pro-
gramme, the service provider must submit an application on an annual basis. If a service pro-
vider fails to submit an application, the Department will either revert the service to, or maintain 
the service on, the Standard Capitation Rate (whichever is applicable). It is imperative that the 
Programme rules are adhered to so as to ensure that ECCE capitation rates are administered in 
a fair and equitable manner for all providers.

It is not possible for the Department to make payments at the Higher Capitation Rate 
throughout a preschool year where services have not applied.  My Department has no record of 
any application from the service in question, for the Higher Capitation Rate for the 2015/2016 
Programme year.  Therefore, it is not possible to grant payments reflective of the Higher Capita-
tion Rate for 2015/2016. 

If the service provider  is in a position to provide the Department with any relevant docu-
mentation which would show that they had submitted an application for the Higher Capitation 
Rate in 2015/2016, this case can be reviewed

18/10/2016WRBB03550Youth Work Projects Data

18/10/2016WRBB03600652. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of youth workers allocated to drugs task forces per county and per service division 
nationally in each of the years 2012 to date in 2016 in tabular form; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30572/16]

18/10/2016WRBB03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
administers a range of funding schemes and programmes to support the provision of youth 
services to young people throughout the country including those from disadvantaged commu-
nities.  The funding schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 380,000 
young people and involve approximately 1,400 youth work staff in 477 projects and 40,000 
volunteers working in youth work services and communities throughout the country.  In 2016, 
funding of €51m has been provided to my Department for these schemes. 

My Department provides funding to 21 projects under the Local Drug Task Force Scheme 
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amounting to €1.18m. The projects provide a range of supports for young people by way of 
targeted drug prevention and awareness. This funding is administered by the network of Educa-
tion and Training Boards.

Information about the number of youth workers employed in the network of Local Drugs 
Taskforces, nationally, is not readily available to my Department.

18/10/2016WRBB03750Youth Work Projects Data

18/10/2016WRBB03800653. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of youth workers allocated per county and per service provision nationally in each of 
the years 2012 to date in 2016 in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[30573/16]

18/10/2016WRBB03900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
administers a range of funding schemes and programmes to support the provision of youth 
services to young people throughout the country including those from disadvantaged commu-
nities.  The funding schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 380,000 
young people and involve approximately 1,400 youth work staff in 477 projects and 40,000 
volunteers working in youth work services and communities throughout the country.  In 2016, 
funding of €51m has been provided to my Department for these schemes. 

Funding is provided by my Department for the provision of youth services. The recruitment, 
employment and deployment of staff including youth workers are matters for the youth organi-
sations and services themselves. Information about the number of youth workers employed by 
youth organisations and services by county is not readily available to my Department.

18/10/2016WRBB03950Child Care Legislation

18/10/2016WRBB04000654. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when sec-
tions 1 to 9, inclusive, of the Child Care Amendment Act 2015 will be commenced; and the rea-
son there has been a delay in its commencement in view of the fact this legislation was enacted 
in December 2015 [30596/16]

18/10/2016WRBB04100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Deputy 
is aware, the Child Care (Amendment) Act 2015 was signed into law in December of last year.  
The Act is primarily concerned with aftercare – the planning and support put in place to meet 
the needs of a young person who is leaving statutory care at 18 years of age, to assist him or 
her in making the transition to independent living.  The legislation imposes a statutory duty on 
Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, following an assessment of need, to prepare an aftercare 
plan identifying relevant aftercare supports for an eligible child or eligible young person.

Tusla is currently revising its aftercare policies - it is anticipated that this will be completed 
shortly. Commencement of the relevant provision is anticipated following the outcome of con-
sultations with Tusla with regard to appropriate timing and the readiness of Tusla to implement 
same. 

Currently some 1900 young people are in receipt of aftercare support provided by Tusla, 
while 102 young people over 18 years of age who need additional support are being provided 
with residential care. The additional funding provided to Tusla in Budget 2017 will ensure that 
this level of support can continue. It will allow the continuing recruitment of additional social 
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workers so that all children in care have an allocated social worker to work with them in devel-
oping an aftercare plan.  Furthermore, Tusla will have scope to employ a sufficient number of 
aftercare workers to ensure young people, who have left care, have the degree of support they 
need.

18/10/2016WRBB04150Child and Family Agency Services

18/10/2016WRBB04200655. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason 
the provision of the aftercare for young persons is inconsistent across the country; and the rea-
son there is an exclusion clause for young persons who are admitted to the care system at 17 
years of age (details supplied). [30597/16]

18/10/2016WRBB04300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Under the cur-
rent National Leaving and Aftercare Policy of Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, all young 
people leaving care who have been in care for 12 months on their 16th birthday or for 12 con-
secutive months prior to their 18th birthday are entitled to an aftercare plan. Tusla is currently 
reviewing the National Leaving and Aftercare Policy in line with the Child Care (Amendment) 
Act 2015.  Tusla welcomes this new legislation which will place the provision of an aftercare 
plan on a statutory footing.  Tusla will continue to work in partnership with other state agencies 
to ensure that care leavers are provided with a robust and comprehensive aftercare plan.

Data provided by Tusla show that in the first six months of 2016, approximately 315 young 
people were discharged from care by reason of turning 18. Of these, 98% were assessed as be-
ing eligible for an aftercare service (308), but only 90% were availing of the aftercare service 
(280). A breakdown of the data by region is provided in the following table:

2016 Aftercare Data to June 2016 The number of Children in Care 
turning 18 

No. eligible for an Aftercare 
service

Dublin Mid Leinster 67 61
Dublin North East 123 123
South 80 79
West 45 45
Total 315 308

The transition to independent adulthood can be challenging for many young people and a 
key factor in achieving success is ensuring that assessment, preparation and planning for leav-
ing care begins in the years prior to leaving care and continues as part of the care planning 
process. This work is based on collaboration with the young person, their carers and partner 
agencies to generate an aftercare plan that is specific to the individual young person’s needs.

The supports provided to the young person will be based on their assessed needs which can 
vary widely. Advice, guidance, support and signposting are key elements of this service and 
these supports are available to all care leavers. For those young people who are not in training 
or education, aftercare services have a key role in providing support to them in liaising with the 
relevant departments and agencies in accessing financial assistance, employment opportunities, 
training or supporting them to return to education.

Tusla became aware that a situation had evolved historically where there were different rates 
of financial supports being made available for young people leaving care around the country. In 
July 2015, as part of the implementation of its national policy, Tusla addressed this inequitable 
approach and introduced a Standardised National Aftercare Allowance of €300 per week.
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18/10/2016WRBB04350Child and Family Agency Services

18/10/2016WRBB04400656. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the person 
or body responsible for the placement of a young person with a disability who has been in 
State care when they turn 18 years of age; and the steps that are taken to ensure various service 
providers work together to ensure that the needs of the young person are met at this significant 
transition [30598/16]

18/10/2016WRBB04500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Child Care 
(Amendment) Act 2015 imposes a statutory duty on Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, fol-
lowing an assessment of need, to prepare an aftercare plan identifying relevant aftercare sup-
ports for an eligible child or eligible young person.

For young people with a disability, aftercare planning forms the basis of discussions be-
tween Tusla and the HSE to effectively manage the transition from child to adult disability ser-
vices, based on assessed need. These young people, in general, will seek to access a mainstream 
service, adult disability service or primary care service based on their level of need, facilitated 
by Tusla via the Local Aftercare Implementation Group. The HSE participates in the planning 
process and is responsible for the provision of the required services.

My Department has been liaising with a number of Government Departments to address is-
sues regarding the provision of services to children in care and those transitioning out of care, 
and particularly with the Department of Health regarding the situation of children with disabili-
ties transitioning from the care system. A National Working Group on Joint Protocol for Inter-
agency Collaboration between the HSE and Tusla in respect of Disability and Mental Health 
Issues has been put in place to clarify and set out the respective roles and duties of the relevant 
agencies. It will also establish areas of joint responsibilities and develop a revised joint protocol 
in respect of these matters. Senior management in HSE and Tusla are meeting to discuss these 
issues. The work of the Group looking at disability issues is nearing completion.

18/10/2016WRBB04550Budget 2017

18/10/2016WRBB04600657. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
exact funding increase provided by budget 2017 for her Department in 2017, minus provision 
required for demographics and the Lansdowne Road agreement, compared to the Estimate pro-
vided in budget 2016, the summer economic statement and the expected out-turn for 2016, in 
tabular form. [30602/16]

18/10/2016WRBB04700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy 
might note that the gross funding allocation for the provision of services to support children, 
young people and families in my Department`s Vote under Budget 2017 amounted to €1.311 
billion. The allocation is reduced to €1.309 billion when account is taken of the €2 million that 
was provided in respect of the Lansdowne Road Agreement. This level of funding represents an 
overall increase of €171 million when compared to the resources provided in Budget 2016 and 
€200 million over the projected expenditure outturn for 2016. 

DCYA Vote Budget 2017€million Budget 2016€million REV 2016Projected 
Outturn€million

Current funding 1,287 1,113 1,088
Capital funding 24 25 21
Total allocation 1,311 1,138 1,109
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18/10/2016WRBB04750Aftercare Services Provision

18/10/2016WRBB04800658. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the supports 
available to vulnerable children who are not in education and do not receive aftercare supports. 
[30606/16]

18/10/2016WRBB04900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Aftercare is a 
term used to describe the planning and support put in place to meet the needs of a young person 
who is leaving statutory care at 18 years of age, to assist him/her in making the transition to 
independent living.  It is essential that all young people leaving care are provided with the type 
of transitional support that their individual situation requires.  Aftercare is available to all those 
eligible irrespective of which care sector they have been in, i.e. foster care or residential care.

The core eligible age range for aftercare is from 18 years up to 21 years.  This can be ex-
tended until the completion of a course of education and training in which a young person who 
has left care, or is leaving care, is engaged, up to the age of 23 years.

Current aftercare provision incorporates advice, guidance and practical (including accom-
modation and financial) support.  Advocating on behalf of young people to support their de-
velopment as fulfilled adults in their community and, when necessary, to link them to targeted 
adult services, are also crucial elements of an aftercare service.  Accordingly, in instances where 
a young person leaving care has experienced trauma and / or a developmental delay and is not 
yet ready to embrace independent living, due regard will be given within the aftercare planning 
process to linkages with appropriate, specialist, adult services.

A significant number of young people who leave State care annually are supported finan-
cially to remain living with their foster carers, in addition to having access to an aftercare 
worker.  The most vulnerable group of young people are those leaving residential care or short 
term foster care placements.  Children who come into care late, in their mid to late teens, may 
not have developed the relationships with staff or aftercare workers that help them to achieve 
good outcomes.  

Young people who do not have family support from a foster carer or family base are assisted 
in finding accommodation in supported lodgings, sheltered housing or independent accom-
modation and encouraged and supported financially in furthering their training and education.

It should also be noted that there exists a cohort of young people leaving State care who, for 
whatever reason, choose not to engage with the aftercare supports available to them.  Should 
any of these young people have a change of mind, the opportunity to re-engage with Tusla - the 
Child and Family Agency exists until the young person reaches 21 years of age.  Young people 
who do not engage with aftercare will be entitled to the relevant supports and services offered 
by the State and available to young people generally.  Of course, the criteria for supports avail-
able under such schemes and programmes are set by the relevant Departments/Agencies.

18/10/2016WRBB04950Children in Care

18/10/2016WRBB05000659. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the steps in 
place to ensure young persons have access to specialist supports, services and access to suitable 
placements promptly; if there is a high level of staff expertise available in residential care to 
meet the complex needs of some young persons; when these care centres were last audited and 
by which agency for the 26 care units in tabular form. [30624/16]
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18/10/2016WRBB05100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Under the Child 
Care Act, 1991 and the Child and Family Agency Act 2013, Tusla, the Child and Family Agen-
cy has a statutory duty to promote the welfare of children who are not receiving adequate care 
and protection.  Where appropriate, children who are in need of care and protection are received 
into the care of the State under the Child Care Act, 1991.

The placement of children in care is governed by Regulations.  These provide, inter alia, 
for the welfare of the child, the care practices, care records, accommodation and safety precau-
tions. The Regulations also provide that the social worker oversees the implementation of the 
care plan, visits the child and sees them in private and reads the records about the child where 
the child is living in a residential centre. Where required, children and their carers may need 
additional services outside of those provided by Tusla, such as speech and language therapy 
and Child and Adult Mental Health Services (CAMHS). The majority of children’s residential 
centres are, de facto, providing high support care.  

Across the country there are 160 centres, including private and community based centres 
caring for 326 children. There are, at a minimum,  two staff on duty and, when needed, this 
number is increased.  This shows an average of 2 young people per centre, although of course 
the number of children in a centre will range from 1 to approximately 4.  Of the 326 children 
in residential care, 98% have an allocated social worker (319). Young people placed in com-
munity based centres who have serious emotional and behavioural problems, and who are being 
considered for special care, are linked with the Assessment, Consultation and Therapy Service 
(ACTS) multidisciplinary therapeutic team.  

Further specialist supports are also routinely made available as needed and many centres 
have specialist skill-sets, therapeutic modalities, or links with same, in their local communities 
to meet the varying need of the young people in their care. Tusla managers and staff are fully 
aware of the emotional and mental health needs of children in care.  While the term  High Sup-
port is not currently used,  high support care is provided,  through Tusla placements and also, 
privately commissioned  residential and foster placements, with  access to specialist psycho-
logical and psychotherapeutic play opportunities. 

The Health Information & Quality Authority (HIQA)  inspect all Tusla run residential cen-
tres, and publish its findings on www.hiqa.ie. Tusla has responsibility for inspecting all private 
and voluntary children’s residential centres and these inspection reports are available on the 
Tusla website, www.tusla.ie.

18/10/2016WRCC00200Child and Family Agency

18/10/2016WRCC00300660. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the extent 
to which Tusla membership was encouraged by her Department and promoted prior to the an-
nouncements made in the budget; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30706/16]

18/10/2016WRCC00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My officials 
contacted Deputy Burton’s office and this Parliamentary Question is to be re-submitted.

18/10/2016WRCC00500Child and Family Agency Services

18/10/2016WRCC00600661. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the way in 
which families not registered with Tusla will receive benefits under its auspices; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [30707/16]
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18/10/2016WRCC00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My officials 
contacted Deputy Burton’s office and this Parliamentary Question is to be re-submitted.

18/10/2016WRCC00800After-School Support Services

18/10/2016WRCC00900662. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans to 
provide new funding to a project (details supplied) following the success of the previous pro-
gramme, which provided educational support, meals and activities for local children; if she will 
give details; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30738/16]

18/10/2016WRCC01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I greatly value 
the work carried out by the service you describe and by other services assisting vulnerable 
young people to ensure that they complete their education. At present there are no schemes 
available in my Department through which funding could be provided to this service; however 
I have made enquiries on their behalf and I understand that this service has been successful in 
securing funding elsewhere.

18/10/2016WRCC01100Child Care Services Data

18/10/2016WRCC01200663. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of voluntary child minders registered with Tusla per county; and the number of notified child 
minders registered per county, in tabular form. [30798/16]

18/10/2016WRCC01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Child and Family Agency/Tusla to consider the Deputy’s request 
and to respond directly to the Deputy with the information she requests in no later than 10 work-
ing days. I have asked my officials to follow up on this and to ensure delivery of the information 
to the Deputy as a matter of urgency.

18/10/2016WRCC01400Children in Care

18/10/2016WRCC01500664. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the steps her 
Department has taken to address an issue (details supplied) and alleviate this crisis. [30799/16]

18/10/2016WRCC01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I agree with 
the Deputy that no young person leaving State care should have to access homeless services in 
order to be provided with accommodation.

As part of the structures to address this and other issues, aftercare is the planning and sup-
port put in place to meet the needs of a young person who is leaving statutory care at 18 years 
of age, to assist him/ her in making the transition to independent living. Every year, between 
450 and 500 young people leave the care of the State. Tusla has advised that, as at the end of 
June 2016, almost half of young adults receiving an aftercare service remained living with 
their former foster families. Young people who do not have family support from a foster carer 
or family base are assisted in finding accommodation in supported lodgings, sheltered housing 
or independent accommodation and encouraged and supported financially in furthering their 
training and education.

The young people most vulnerable to homelessness as care leavers are those leaving resi-
dential or short-term foster care placements. Children, who come into care late, in their mid to 



18 October 2016

441

late teens, may not have developed the relationships with staff or aftercare workers that help 
them achieve good outcomes. It is essential that these young people have an opportunity to de-
velop a relationship with a dedicated aftercare worker who will work with them to identify their 
needs and ensure that services are in place to help provide them with the stability and support 
they need.

In addition to the aftercare planning and supports provided by Tusla, Rebuilding Ireland –  
the Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness   commits to ensuring that young people leaving 
State care and at risk of homelessness are identified and catered for through appropriate housing 
and other supports. Tusla are currently examining how they might avail of Capital Assistance 
Scheme funding to provide accommodation for particularly vulnerable young people leaving 
State care. I understand that Tusla will shortly be engaging with Approved Housing Bodies 
(AHBs) with a view to identifying suitable accommodation for care leavers for progression 
under the Scheme.

18/10/2016WRCC01700Child and Family Agency Services

18/10/2016WRCC01800665. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
if she has had any discussion with the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government regarding circumstances where a homeless single parent presents or declares as 
homeless with homeless services; the policy her Department has on the matter; her views on 
whether such a family should be accommodated together in emergency accommodation and 
that a single-parent family should not be separated in any circumstance when being provided 
with emergency accommodation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30820/16]

18/10/2016WRCC01900666. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the policy of her Department regarding situations where families, particularly single-parent 
families, having become homeless find themselves separated due only to lack of alternative 
accommodation; her views on whether Tusla should not take an adverse view of such arrange-
ments; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30825/16]

18/10/2016WRCC02000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 665 and 666 together.

My Department, as part of the whole-Government approach to homelessness has had sig-
nificant engagement with the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Gov-
ernment in the drafting of Rebuilding Ireland – an Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, 
launched in July of this year. This plan provides for a number of new supports to families in-
cluding additional dedicated Child Support workers as well as a new scheme to provide access 
to crèches and preschool services. My Department continues to establish how best, with Tusla, 
it can support families who are in emergency accommodation.

Policy responsibility for homeless young people, insofar as it extends to my Department, 
relates to any child welfare and protection concerns that may arise in the context of the Child 
Care Act 1991. Children who are homeless as part of a family group remain in the care of their 
parent/s. Family homelessness, including the homelessness of lone parent families, is managed 
by the Dublin Region Homeless Executive (DRHE) and the local authorities.

In accordance with section 37(2) of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, stat-
utory responsibility in relation to the provision of homeless services, including accommoda-
tion, rests with individual housing authorities.  The provision of emergency accommodation 
is an operational issue in the day-to-day delivery of such services and is therefore a matter for 
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individual housing authorities. I have no role in this regard.

Tusla and the Dublin Region Homeless Executive are operating a joint protocol which in-
cludes guidance on working with families where child protection concerns arise within emer-
gency homeless accommodation. This mechanism provides for an established line of commu-
nication to be availed of should any child welfare and protection concerns arise in the course of 
emergency accommodation placements. Tusla may then examine and act in accordance with its 
statutory obligations. Similar protocol arrangements are to be considered for other regions of 
the country, taking particular local challenges into account. Tusla is very much aware of general 
welfare issues for families and has engaged in multi-agency working on this issue. The Agency 
provides family support and works with relevant services to maximise the supports available 
to children and families who are homeless. Tusla also employs a Homelessness Liaison Officer 
to lead on its engagement with homeless services, particularly in relation to child protection 
issues.

18/10/2016WRCC02100Child and Family Agency Services

18/10/2016WRCC02200667. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the policy of Tusla regarding situations where families, particularly single-parent families, hav-
ing become homeless find themselves separated due only to lack of alternative accommodation; 
if Tusla takes an adverse view of such arrangements; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [30826/16]

18/10/2016WRCC02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As these are 
operational matters, I have asked Tusla – The Child and Family Agency to respond directly to 
the Deputy with the most up-to-date information.

18/10/2016WRCC02400Child and Family Agency Services

18/10/2016WRCC02500668. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the policy of her Department regarding situations where families, particularly single-parent 
families, find themselves in emergency accommodation; her views on whether Tusla should not 
take an adverse view of the family being in this accommodation; and if this will be considered 
a basis for concern as regards the child’s welfare that might lead to a child being removed from 
the care of his or her parents. [30827/16]

18/10/2016WRCC02600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Homelessness, 
whether for a child presenting alone or as part of a family, is a distressing experience. Policy 
responsibility for homeless young people, insofar as it extends to my Department, relates to 
children under 18 and any child welfare and protection concerns that may arise in the context 
of the Child Care Act 1991. Children under 16 who present as being homeless to emergency 
services are taken into care. Children aged 16 and 17 may be taken into care, or provided a ser-
vice under section 5 of the Child Care Act 1991 (accommodation for homeless children). Young 
people who were formerly in the care of the State and presently in receipt of aftercare services 
have their accommodation needs identified as part of this support.

Family homelessness, including the homelessness of lone parent families, is managed by 
the Dublin Region Homeless Executive (DRHE) and the local authorities. Currently, for many 
families, this means being accommodated on an emergency basis in hotel accommodation. 
Living in such accommodation on an extended basis is simply not conducive to normal family 
life for parents or their children. The priority of local authorities is to move families, as soon as 
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possible, from emergency accommodation into a more suitable family-friendly setting.

Children in emergency homeless accommodation are in the care of their parent/s. Home-
lessness as part of a family group is not, in of itself, a basis for seeking to receive a child into 
care. However, if there is a specific child protection concern, Tusla can investigate and take the 
child into care if necessary. The reporting of any such concerns to Tusla is governed by Chil-
dren First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children.

Tusla is very much aware of general welfare issues for families and has engaged in multi-
agency working on this issue. The Agency provides family support and works with relevant 
services to maximise the supports available to children and families who are homeless. Tusla 
and the Dublin Region Homeless Executive are operating a joint protocol which includes guid-
ance on working with families where child protection concerns arise within emergency home-
less accommodation. Similar protocol arrangements are to be considered for other regions of 
the country, taking particular local challenges into account. Tusla employs a Homelessness 
Liaison Officer to lead on its engagement with homeless services, particularly in relation to 
child protection issues.

I will continue to work closely with my colleagues in Government and with all relevant 
agencies to ensure we have a coordinated and effective approach to tackling the issue of home-
lessness.

18/10/2016WRCC02700Child and Family Agency Services

18/10/2016WRCC02800669. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the policy of Tusla regarding families, particularly single-parent families, who find themselves 
in emergency accommodation; if Tusla takes an adverse view of the family being in this accom-
modation; and if this will be considered a basis for concern as regards the child’s welfare that 
might lead to a child being removed from the care of his or her parents. [30828/16]

18/10/2016WRCC02900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As these are 
operational matters, I have asked Tusla – The Child and Family Agency to respond directly to 
the Deputy with the most up-to-date information.

18/10/2016WRCC03000Child Care Costs

18/10/2016WRCC03100670. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the weekly 
benefit to a family of the universal element of the affordable child care payment under her bud-
get proposals and the eligibility criteria applying. [30835/16]

18/10/2016WRCC03200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): From Septem-
ber 2017, a new Affordable Childcare scheme will be introduced which will provide financial 
support for parents towards the cost of childcare.  The new scheme will provide a system from 
which both universal and targeted subsidies can be provided towards the cost of childcare.

All families with children between the ages of 6 months and 36 months (or until the child 
qualifies for the free pre-school programme if later than 36 months) will qualify for a universal 
subsidy of €0.50 per hour up to a maximum of 40 hours of registered childcare per week.  This 
equates to a maximum of €20 per week or €960 per annum per child.  This subsidy is for a 
maximum of 48 weeks per year.
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18/10/2016WRCC03300Youth Services Funding

18/10/2016WRCC03400671. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
funding provided to a service (details supplied); the amount of funding provided to this service 
in 2014, 2015, 2016 and expected funding for 2017; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [30866/16]

18/10/2016WRCC03500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
administers a range of funding schemes and programmes to support the provision of youth ser-
vices to young people throughout the country including those from disadvantaged communities.  
The funding schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 380,000 young 
people and involve approximately 1,400 youth work staff in 477 projects and 40,000 volunteers 
working in youth work services and communities throughout the country.  In 2016, funding of 
€51m has been provided to my Department for these schemes. These schemes include the Youth 
Service Grant Scheme under which funding is made available on an annual basis to 30 national 
and major regional youth organisations amounting to €10.15m.

BeLongTo receives funding from my Department under this particular scheme. In 2014, 
the organisation received an allocation of €144,375 while in 2015 it received an allocation 
of €144,375. My Department provided the organisation with additional, once-off funding of 
€27,000 in 2014 and €55,210 in 2015. In 2016 the organisation has received an allocation of 
€147,948. 

Following the Budget 2017 announcement, my Department has commenced a process with 
national organisations and local services to identify service development needs for 2017 and to 
agree the 2017 allocations. Every effort will be made to complete this process as soon as pos-
sible.

18/10/2016WRCC03600School Transport Provision

18/10/2016WRCC03700672. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the mea-
sures to be taken to help families in emergency accommodation to get their children to and 
from school and afterschool and recreational activities; when these supports will be in place; 
the transport companies that will provide the services; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [30872/16]

18/10/2016WRCC03800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Deputy 
is aware, I have no direct role in the provision of transport supports to families in emergency 
accommodation.

However, the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government is ar-
ranging for two public transport initiatives to be put in place for families in emergency accom-
modation.  One is that each family will be given five family Leap cards for use on all Dublin 
transport systems.  Each card will be valid for 24 hours.  The intention is that each family can 
have family days out during holiday periods.  The cards will be valid until the end of the year.  
The second is Leap cards for school journeys and arrangements are being made for their pro-
curement, family need identification and distribution.  The intention is that both initiatives will 
be in place very shortly.

In addition, the Department of Social Protection, through its Supplementary Welfare Allow-
ance Scheme, may provide additional payments to families in emergency accommodation to 
cover the costs associated with necessary travel.
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18/10/2016WRCC03900Early Childhood Care and Education

18/10/2016WRCC04000673. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will alter the conditions of the early childhood care and education programme to deal with the 
situation faced by children who were born between January and March who would receive less 
preschool education than those born earlier; if she will provide preschool education from two 
years prior to entry into primary school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [30879/16]

18/10/2016WRCC04100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The expansion 
of the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Programme, first announced in Budget 
2016 has now commenced, with some children now participating in a second free pre-school 
year for the first time. Children born between January and March 2013 will be eligible for 
the ECCE Programme for a total of 76 weeks, beginning from September 2017. A child born 
between January and March 2014 will be eligible for a total of 88 weeks of ECCE care. From 
2017, all children will be entitled to a minimum of 61 weeks of free pre-school, a significant 
increase from the previous entitlement.

Eligibility for the ECCE programme is bounded at the lower end by a child’s third birthday, 
for developmental reasons; and at the upper end by the requirement that children begin primary 
education from the age of 6. Three entry points are provided - September, January and April, to 
maximise the benefit available to children, while also maintaining parental choice as to when 
children begin their primary education. 

18/10/2016WRCC04200Domestic Violence Services Funding

18/10/2016WRCC04300674. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the additional 
funds that have been allocated to Tusla in budget 2017 for domestic violence refuge and emer-
gency accommodation and related supports. [30882/16]

18/10/2016WRCC04400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Deputy 
will be aware, I recently announced a significant increase in the funding allocation to Tusla, 
the Child and Family Agency for next year. Tusla will have available to it some €713 million 
in funding, representing an increase of €37 million over 2016.  I can confirm that on foot of 
Budget 2017, Tusla will be increasing its investment nationally on domestic, sexual and gender-
based violence services. Tusla’s approach in terms of future planning for these services will 
seek to address gaps, avoid duplication and support the effective delivery of front-line services 
nationally.

The 2017 financial provision will build on funding of €12.0m provided to Tusla in 2016, for 
emergency refuge and support services, and a further €4.6m for other community based domes-
tic violence support services.

I recognise that there are challenges to be addressed in ensuring that there is appropriate 
safe crisis accommodation available to all women and children who require immediate shelter 
because of violent family relationships. I am committed to continuing support for these vital 
services.

18/10/2016WRCC04500Children in Care

18/10/2016WRCC04600675. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the way in 
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which Tusla is achieving comprehensive care planning, effective matching and adequate sup-
ports to maintain placements while children and young persons are in care. [30907/16]

18/10/2016WRCC04700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Regulations 
govern the placement of children in care which provide, inter alia, for the welfare of the child, 
the care practices, care records, accommodation and safety precautions. Under the Child Care 
Regulations, 1995 a care plan for each child who is received into care is required. The regula-
tions stipulate that all care plans are to be reviewed and updated on a regular basis and sets out 
the frequency for these reviews to take place. A review of the care planned for a child under the 
Child Care Act 1991, as amended, is a process to monitor and review the progress of the plan 
and to update it, if required. A key consideration for the social worker is to consult with the 
child, family members, foster carers, and other people involved with the child to ensure that his 
or her needs are being met and that the care being provided is optimal.

Children, depending on their identified need, may be placed in foster care either with rela-
tives or general foster carers, residential care, special care or other placement types. The major-
ity of children are placed in long term stable placements. Matching carers with children and 
young people is outlined in the National Standards for Foster Care (2003), and the National 
Standards for Children’s Residential Centres (2001) outlines the need for suitable placements 
in residential care.

The latest figures from Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, indicate that, in July 2016, 
there were 6,372 children in care. Of these, over 93% are in foster care, either with relatives or 
a general foster placement. Of all children in care, 95% (6,036) have an allocated social worker 
and 91% (5,796) have a written care plan. It is known that outcomes for children in care are 
better when there is evidence of a careful assessment, thoughtful planning and proactive case 
management. All decisions made, and support provided, for children in care must be grounded 
in a high-quality assessment of their needs and potential risk of harm. Matching appropriate 
placements is key, and is achieved by the sharing of information and discussion involving all 
relevant professionals, the children and their families (where appropriate), and the proposed 
foster carers or residential centres, their families and other children in the placements. 

The increased budget for Tusla for 2017 should further assist Tusla in its plan to ensure all 
children in care have an allocated social worker,  as well as an increase in the number of up to 
date written care plans. 

18/10/2016WRCC04800Children in Care

18/10/2016WRCC04900676. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if Tusla, the 
Child and Family Agency, has any data on the number of young persons with care experience 
aged 17 to 24 years who have children who are now in care; and the supports her Department 
can provide and ensure will be provided to these parents in order to give them the best opportu-
nity of parenting their children. [30908/16]

18/10/2016WRCC05000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The informa-
tion requested on young parents with care experience who have children in care is not collected 
nationally by Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. Aftercare is provided to all eligible young 
people leaving care which includes advice, guidance and practical (including accommodation 
and financial) support. The additional needs and supports required would be taken into account 
when the young person is a parent. Tusla has advised that 91% of 18-22 years olds in aftercare 
at the end of June 2016 were in stable accommodation, which includes young care leavers with 
children.
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Every year, between 450 and 500 young adults leave the care of the State.  The majority of 
those are currently eligible for an aftercare plan.  The Government has decided to amend the 
legislative provisions regarding aftercare.  The purpose of the new legislation is to ensure that 
an after care plan, developed before the young person leaves care, identifies their care needs and 
that appropriate supports are put in place.

Funding is made available to support a young person leaving care who is to remain on with 
their foster family as part of their aftercare plan.  In other cases, funding supports are available 
to facilitate independent living or supported lodgings.  Additional supports are also provided 
by other State bodies such as young adults leaving care aged 18-24 receive a higher rate of job-
seekers allowance than other job seekers of the same age.

Tusla has continued to develop its aftercare service since the introduction of its National 
Leaving and Aftercare Policy of 2011.  The implementation of this policy has seen the intro-
duction of new practices, including the establishment of steering groups, which are area based 
multidisciplinary teams who provide a forum to ensure enhanced inter-agency partnership to 
meet the needs of young people leaving care and aftercare, as well as the  standardisation of 
the aftercare allowance.   Under this policy, the circumstances where a care leaver who is also 
a parent is addressed as part of the assessment of need.

18/10/2016WRCC05100Child and Family Agency Funding

18/10/2016WRCC05200677. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the funding 
Tusla received in 2016 in order to have the adequate resources and staffing levels to meet the 
needs of children in care; and the budget figure. [30909/16]

18/10/2016WRCC05300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Budget 2016 
provided Tusla with total funding of €676 million for 2016. This is comprised of €662 mil-
lion in current funding and €14 million in capital. The 2016 provision, which represented an 
increase of some €38m over the 2015 allocation, included provision for a number of priority 
initiatives, principally the need to address the high number of child welfare and protection cases 
awaiting allocation to a social worker. The increased level of funding also supported Tusla in its 
ongoing and wide ranging programme of service reform.

Budget 2017 represents further tangible evidence of the Government’s commitment to 
building a strong and effective child and family agency and provides Tusla with a further in-
crease of some €37m to meet identified risks and services demands and to supporting some of 
the most vulnerable in society.

18/10/2016WRCC05400Child Abuse Reports

18/10/2016WRCC05500678. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the person 
or body currently monitoring the number of recommendations made in the Ryan report that 
have yet to be implemented, for example action 65, a longitudinal study on outcomes for young 
persons leaving care, and action 69, a one-off life skills programme to ensure that these actions 
are delivered upon. [30910/16]

18/10/2016WRCC05600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Report of 
the Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse (The Ryan Report) was published in 2009. The 
Government accepted all of the recommendations of the Ryan Report, and developed an Imple-
mentation Plan which was overseen by a Monitoring Group which included representatives 
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from a number of Departments and Agencies. 

The Government approved the Fourth and final Report of the Monitoring Group which was 
laid before the Oireachtas in March 2015. The Report illustrated that the vast majority of the 
recommendations (i.e. 94 out of a total of 99), have been implemented or are being implement-
ed on an ongoing basis.  This includes Action 69 which the Deputy referred to. It should also be 
noted that the Monitoring Group, which authored the Report, welcomed the significant positive 
developments that had taken place over the lifetime of the Implementation Plan.  While overall 
progress in relation to the actions in the Ryan Implementation Plan was good, it was noted that 
5 of the 99 actions were not yet complete, as follows-

Action 1 - is proper to the Department of Education and Skills and states that a memorial 
should be erected to the survivors of institutional abuse.

Action 65 - a longitudinal study over ten years was to be undertaken which would follow 
young people who leave care, in order to map their transition into adulthood; 

Action 75 - a professionally managed national archive was to be developed as a central re-
pository for the records for all children in care; and  

Action 76 - records created in non-statutory agencies should be secured in the national ar-
chive. 

Actions 65, 75 and 76 are proper to Tusla. 

Action 96 - is proper to the Courts Service and states that the Courts Service should conduct 
research into other jurisdictions that have best practice in place for the management of children 
and family services in the Court, with a view to introducing best practice in this area to this 
jurisdiction.

My predecessor, Minister Reilly, who chaired the Monitoring Group, undertook to monitor 
progress on the incomplete actions until they have been fully achieved. My Department, there-
fore, is currently monitoring these incomplete actions on an ongoing basis, and will continue to 
liaise with relevant Government colleagues and Tusla until full implementation of the outstand-
ing actions is achieved. 

The Deputy will be aware that I have secured an allocation of funding of €713m in 2017 for 
Tusla. This is an increase of €37m over the 2016 provision and may give Tusla the opportunity 
to progress a number of valuable projects, including the outstanding Ryan actions.

18/10/2016WRCC05700Children in Care

18/10/2016WRCC05800679. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when the 
practice of sending children to placement out of State will end and the State will focus on devel-
oping therapeutic services and expertise here; and the number of children currently out of State 
in care at the moment. [30913/16]

18/10/2016WRCC05900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Under the Child 
Care Act, 1991 and the Child and Family Agency Act 2013, Tusla, the Child and Family Agen-
cy has a duty to promote the welfare of children who are not receiving adequate care or pro-
tection. When a child cannot live with their parents and is received into care, it is Tusla policy 
to place them in care settings, preferably in foster care, as close as possible to their home and 
community.
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A very small minority of young people under 18 years of age have highly specialised needs 
arising from severe behavioural or other difficulties, due to their childhood experiences or in 
some cases as a result of injury, accident or disability.  Tusla is on occasion required to make 
arrangements for their placement in care and treatment facilities outside of the State, primarily 
in the UK, to allow for access to an individually tailored mix of care and therapeutic services 
and psychiatric treatment not currently available in this country. This is done on as infrequent 
a basis as possible and only where such placements are considered to be in the best interests of 
the child. Placements where a child will be detained are made under the order and supervision 
of the High Court.  

In a very small number of circumstances it is necessary to provide placements in other 
countries to facilitate a foster care placement within the context of the child’s extended family 
or family network.  There are also cases in which a foster family is moving abroad  and it is in 
the best interests of the child to remain with the foster family.  As of the 30 June 2016, there 
were 15 children in an out of state placement, including foster care, general residential and 
other specialised secure care placements. All  of these children had an allocated social worker.

The Department of Health has advised that the HSE is developing a new national forensic 
mental health service to replace the Central Mental Hospital.  A 10 bed forensic CAMHS (Child 
and Adolescent Mental Health Services) is included as part of this development and should be 
operational by mid-2018. A residential setting for long-term care will not be included in this 
development given the lack of demand as evidenced by the small number of children requiring 
such a facility currently and the range of diagnoses and needs that would have to be catered for,  

18/10/2016WRCC06000Children in Care

18/10/2016WRCC06100680. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans 
to examine the issue of young persons under voluntary care orders who do not have the same 
level of legal protection and where birth parents are consulted regarding consent issues (details 
supplied). [30914/16]

18/10/2016WRCC06200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Section 4 of the 
Child Care Act 1991 provides for parents to request or agree to their children being taken into 
the care of the Child and Family Agency on a voluntary basis. In these cases, while the Agency 
has care of the children it must consider the parents’ wishes as to how the care is provided. The 
Agency is obliged to provide care for these children for as long as their welfare requires it. Ar-
rangements under section 4 can be terminated at any stage by the parents, if they so wish. 

As the Deputy is aware, foster care is the placement of children outside their own home with 
carers who are not their parents as their parents are unable or unwilling to look after them. The 
foster care arrangement can also be entered into on a voluntary basis, as outlined. Foster car-
ers work closely with social workers, parents and other professionals who are involved in the 
children’s lives, as well as of course with the children themselves.

  Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures: The National Policy Framework for Children and 
Young People, 2014 – 2020, contains a commitment to review and reform, as necessary, the 
Child Care Act 1991. My Department has initiated work to pursue this commitment, including 
initial engagement with the Child and Family Agency. All matters relevant to the situation of 
children in care, including the usage of voluntary care orders, will be considered in the context 
of the Review.
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18/10/2016WRCC06300Child Care Services Provision

18/10/2016WRCC06400681. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the mea-
sures she has put in place in order to address the issue of child care places for children aged 
seven to 15 years, given that Tusla-registered child care providers do not accommodate children 
within this age bracket; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30954/16]

18/10/2016WRCC06500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The DCYA cur-
rently administers four targeted childcare programmes to support low income families. These 
are:

- Community Childcare Subvention (CCS).

- Childcare Education and Training Support Programme (CETS).

- After-School Child Care Programme (ASCC).

- Community Employment Childcare Programme (CEC).

As a matter of regulation all pre-school services must register with Tusla.  Many pre-school 
services also cater for after-school children and, as such, their after-school provision can also 
be provided for within the programmes. For services that are ‘after-school’ only and do not 
cater for children under the age of 6 years, these services are required to voluntarily notify their 
service with their local City/County Childcare Committee. 

Each of the current targeted childcare programmes provide for after-school childcare sup-
port. 

Budget 2017 has approved additional funding for the introduction of the Affordable Child-
care Scheme, a new national scheme of financial support for parents towards the cost of their 
childcare. This new scheme will replace the existing targeted childcare programmes with a 
single, streamlined and more user-friendly scheme. The new Affordable Childcare Scheme is 
intended to provide “wraparound‟ care for pre-school and school-age children. The scheme will 
be available from September 2017 in respect of all services registered with Tusla, including 
those catering for after-school provision.

In view of the commitments in the Programme for a Partnership Government, my Depart-
ment and the Department of Education and Skills established the Inter-Departmental Group on 
School Age Childcare. The Group’s Report, which will include recommendations on the future 
regulation and quality assurance of school age childcare services, is expected to be finalised 
shortly. I am also exploring ways in which currently unregistered child minders can qualify for 
the Affordable Childcare Scheme.

18/10/2016WRCC06600Child Care Services Funding

18/10/2016WRCC06700682. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the ad-
ditional capacity required to address the increase in demand as a result of the new child care 
subsidies announced in budget 2017; the number of vacant places identified by her Department; 
the infrastructural measures her Department will put in place to increase capacity as a result 
of the increased demand measures announced in budget 2017; the cost of providing the addi-
tional child care places to expand capacity to meet the expected demand; the funding allocation 
provided in budget 2017 to address the capacity issues identified as a result of the background 
research undertaken by her Department when designing the scheme; and if she will make a 
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statement on the matter. [30955/16]

18/10/2016WRCC06800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As announced 
as part of Budget 2017, from September 2017, a new Affordable Childcare scheme will be 
introduced which will provide financial support for parents towards the cost of childcare.  The 
new scheme will provide a system from which both universal and targeted subsidies can be 
provided towards the cost of childcare. This new scheme will replace the existing targeted 
childcare programmes with a single, streamlined and more user-friendly scheme and is intended 
to provide “wraparound‟ care for pre-school and school-age children.

In 2017, the expected number of children benefitting from the new Affordable Childcare 
scheme is estimated at 79,000. This includes 25,000 children who will benefit from the univer-
sal subsidy. An estimated 54,000 children will benefit from the targeted subsidies, including 
31,500 children who already receive support under the current targeted schemes and 22,500 
new beneficiaries.

The Department commissions an annual survey of childcare providers, the ‘Service Profile’ 
compiled by Pobal. The most recent edition of this indicates that, as of April 2016, there were 
up to 20,000 vacancies in childcare providers nationwide. However the issue of capacity in 
the childcare sector is complex and not possible to capture with reference to current vacan-
cies alone – depending on infrastructure, services are able to increase capacity in response to 
demand, through the recruitment of additional staff or the adaptation of available space; while 
other providers are in a position to extend premises or move to larger premises. In addition, the 
Department receives several hundred applications from new providers wishing to enter into 
contract every year. 

Current and recent work by the Department has focused on the expansion of the ECCE 
scheme, which is now underway - the Department projects that the expanded ECCE scheme 
will have a peak enrolment of 127,000 children in the April-June session in 2017. This is an 
increase of 60,000 children from the pre-expansion volume. 

In anticipation of the increased demand for places in the Early Childhood Care and Educa-
tion Scheme for 2016/17, the Department introduced a number of measures to assist Early Years 
providers and ensure sufficient capacity – for example the Department provided capital funding 
of €4m to services throughout the country to increase capacity, a fund that was later increased 
to €6.5m, allowing all applications that met the criteria for grant funding to be approved. This 
capital scheme has already provided several thousand new places, and this number will increase 
as works are completed. Provision of €4.5 million has been made in Budget 2017 for Capital 
expenditure and my Department will bring formal proposals in this regard as soon as possible.

The Department has also encouraged workers in the sector to attain ECCE Room Leader 
qualifications via targeted Learner Funds, while also widening access to ECCE Higher Capita-
tion for the 2016/17 preschool year.  

The Department has worked closely with Childcare Committees Ireland to analyse demand 
for places on a geographic basis, to identify any shortages in provision, and to work intensively 
with services in areas where shortfalls might have been expected to occur.  

Additionally, the 2016 Programme for a Partnership Government contained two specific 
commitments in relation to School Age children. The first was a commitment to introduce a 
new system to support and expand quality after school care, and the second was in relation to 
utilising primary school buildings for after school care provision. In view of these commitments 
the Inter-Departmental Group on School Age Childcare was established in June 2016 and is due 
to report shortly.
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As part of its work, the Group has considered and assessed the many issues surrounding this 
commitment, and the funding implications of implementing an after-school scheme for school-
aged children. Matters to be considered by the Inter-Departmental group included the demand 
for services and the capacity to provide these and the development of an appropriate quality and 
standards framework. 

Finally, in order to meet the needs of parents whose preference is to use a child minder, and 
to build capacity to cater for increased demand in future years, my Department has commenced 
talks with Childminding Ireland (CMI) in recent months to explore a number of options around 
how quality can be assured within the child minding sector.

A Working Group has been established, chaired by CMI, and including officials from Tusla 
and the DCYA, to make recommendations on reforms for the sector including proposals in rela-
tion to quality assurance, whether on a voluntary / non-statutory basis in the short term, or on 
a mandatory / statutory basis in the long term.  These would include recommendations in rela-
tion to child minders who are not currently eligible to apply for registration with Tusla (those 
minding three or fewer pre-school children, or those minding school age children only). The 
recommendations received are likely to include proposals to be progressed in the short, medium 
and long term.

The on-going monitoring of trends in relation to capacity in the sector in advance of Sep-
tember 2017 will help the Department to develop policy measures that may be required in 
order to encourage the provision of additional capacity within the sector. Provision was made 
in Budget 2017 for capital funding for the Early Years Sector of €4.5m, and the Department is 
currently considering the most effective use of this funding.  The Department will communicate 
with the sector in this regard on an on-going basis.

18/10/2016WRCC06900Defence Forces Medicinal Products

18/10/2016WRCC07000683. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he will provide 
the official medical advice on malaria prophylaxis from the Defence Forces medical corps as 
furnished to him and that recommended Lariam as the only choice for soldiers travelling to 
sub-Saharan Africa. [30561/16]

18/10/2016WRCC07100684. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 46 of 27 September 2016 (details supplied), if he will provide a copy of 
the current written policy governing assessment and screening of Defence Forces personnel for 
their medical suitability to take any given anti-malarial; and if he will provide all written poli-
cies in this regard issued since the Defence Forces started serving in malarial areas, if different 
to the current one. [30562/16]

18/10/2016WRCC07200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 683 and 684 together.

The health and welfare of the men and women of the Defence Forces is a high priority for 
me and the Defence Forces.   

Malaria is a serious disease which killed approximately 438,000 people in 2015, with 90% 
of deaths occurring in sub-Saharan Africa as reported by the World Health Organisation.  It is a 
serious threat to any military force operating in the area. 

There are three anti-malarial drugs, in use in the Defence Forces:
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   Lariam (Mefloquine);

   Malarone and

   Doxycycline.

The choice of medication is a medical decision made by Medical Officers in the Defence 
Forces having regard to the specific circumstances of the mission and the individual member of 
the Defence Forces. That position has not changed.

The Defence Forces Director Medical Branch issues instructions on matters of medical 
policy. Current DMB Instruction No. 52 amendment No. 1, dated 24 August 2016 provides for 
Vaccinations and Other preparations for Overseas Deployments. Paragraphs 5 to 8 deal specifi-
cally with the use of malaria prophylaxis and provides for the following:

“ 5. Please note that the ‘default’ chemoprophylaxis against Malaria, in Sub-Saharan mis-
sions and other areas where the predominant species is Plasmodium falciparum and where 
there is no evidence of resistance to it in the region, is Mefloquine (Lariam) 250mg weekly. 
Mefloquine is the only ‘once weekly’ medication currently available as a chemoprophylactic 
agent for Malaria. The dosing regimen is particularly suitable for the deployed soldier, given 
that he/she has minimal control over the operational environment on a day to day basis, thus 
increasing the risk of missing a dose of a daily medication. To be effective Mefloquine must be 
started two (2) weeks prior to deployment and should, if possible, be started four (4) weeks 
prior to departure in order to allow accommodation to minor and tolerable side-effects or to 
determine the appearance of intolerable side-effects or contraindications. Where operational 
imperatives demand immediate deployment without any ‘lead-in’ period, Mefloquine is not ap-
propriate as a chemoprophylactic agent and one of the daily medications (Doxycycline or Ma-
larone) should be used instead. All Medical Officers should familiarise themselves in detail 
with the contraindications and side-effect of all prescribed medications. To this end, the Health 
Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) website can be consulted. Where an individual has an 
intolerance or sensitivity or contraindication to the use of Mefloquine, he/she should not be pre-
scribed Mefloquine and should be ‘stood down’ from that particular deployment. In the event of 
there being no other person available within the Defence Forces with the particular skills set 
required for the mission, derogation may be sought from the appropriate authority to permit use 
of an alternative medication. As in all such circumstances the risk benefit ratio will become the 
determining factor in the recommendation from the Office of DMB to DCOS Sp.

6. In all other areas where troops are to be deployed and where malaria is endemic, the che-
moprophylactic agent(s) will be dictated by the predominant species of plasmodium in the area 
as well as the resistance patterns to the various agents. For example, currently Doxycycline 
is the recommended first line chemoprophylactic agent for the malaria season in Afghanistan.

7. Irrespective of which agent is used, all deploying personnel should be made aware of the 
steps to be taken to minimise mosquito bites in the first place e.g. long sleeves, unexposed legs, 
use of insect repellant on  face and neck and other exposed areas, mosquito nets etc etc.

8. There is a requirement for personnel returning to Ireland from deployment in a malarious 
and/or tropical or Sub Saharan mission/area to be provided with the following medications on 
repatriation and to be advised on the importance and necessity of course completion:

a.   Primaquine 15mgs twice daily for 14 days.   

b.   Mefloquine (Lariam) 250mgs weekly for 4 weeks.   

c.   Mebendazole 100mgs twice daily for 3 days.   
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The above regime should commence following repatriation so that the Primaquine and 
Mebendazole regime is taken concurrently with the last 2 weeks of the Lariam prophylaxis 
regime.”

Defence Forces Regulations A.12. (Medical Treatment) provides for medical examination 
of all members of the Permanent Defence Force. The Defence Forces Director Medical Branch 
instruction No. 40 Medical Examinations amendment No. 3, dated 6 September, 2012 para-
graph 5 provides for individual screening and assessment of members of the Defence Force 
who present for Overseas Medical Examinations. This paragraph provides that the individual 
member will be:

“subjected to a full medical examination with particular emphasis being given to the physi-
cal and psychological demands of the mission and the patient’s age and suitability for the spe-
cific environment, the proposed vaccinations and any relevant chemo prophylactic agent which 
may be required.”

The current policy is consistent with previous policy in relation to malaria prophylaxis. The 
Defence Forces policy, in relation to the use of anti-malaria medication, including Lariam, is 
in line with current summary of product characteristics and product manufacturer’s guidelines.

Where malaria has been identified as a risk in a particular mission area, the choice of che-
moprophylaxis medication is dependent on a number of factors including the type of malaria 
in the destination, resistance to particular drugs, the profile of the traveller (contra-indications, 
underlying health conditions, purpose of travel), the duration of travel and adherence issues. 

Significant precautions are taken by Defence Forces Medical Officers in assessing the medi-
cal suitability of members of our Defence Forces to take any of the anti-malarial medications. 
It is the policy of the Defence Forces that personnel are individually screened for fitness for 
service overseas and medical suitability. 

The use of and the information on medications is kept under ongoing review. As I already 
indicated, the health and welfare of the Defence Forces is a priority for me and the Defence 
Forces and this will continue to inform the approach to the issue of Lariam.


