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08/06/2016WRA00100       Questions Nos. 1 to 9, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 10 to 45, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 46 to 56, inclusive, answered orally.

08/06/2016WRA00900Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership

08/06/2016WRA0100057. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the ob-
jective of the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership is to permit the sale of unlabelled 
hormone injected beef and unlabelled genetically modified organism products from the US to 
be sold in Europe; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14498/16]

08/06/2016WRA01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The short an-
swer to this question is no. There is no intention on the part of the negotiators in the European 
Commission to in any way endanger or undermine the comprehensive food safety and public 
health standards that are implemented in the EU in the context of negotiating the Transatlantic 
Trade and Investment Partnership.

A number of key issues in this regard arise in relation to food standards, hormone treated 
beef and GMOs. All of these arose in the recent negotiations with Canada for a Free Trade 
Agreement and were resolved, and I believe they will also be capable of being resolved in TTIP.

We have made the point, and I am confident that it is shared by the European Commission 
and other Member States, that the principle of equivalence must continue to apply so that, even 
where food production processes in the EU and US are not identical, they will provide equiva-
lent guarantees regarding the standards of production.  This principle is already enshrined un-
der the World Trade Organisation Agreement on Agriculture, and is also recognised by both 
sides as the basis for a TTIP agreement.

Equally, it is important that both the EU and United States retain the policy space to restrict 
certain practices and processes on social and ethical grounds, and this is also recognised, in 
principle, by both sides. For example, the EU Commission has made it clear that it will not 
allow the importation of hormone treated meat into the EU, and this is well understood by the 
US side.  In relation to GMOs, there is a well-established assessment and approval process in 
place in the EU that restricts that marketing of GMOs to those products that have been formally 
approved.  This should not change under a TTIP agreement.

08/06/2016WRA01200Food Wise 2025 Strategy

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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08/06/2016WRA0130058. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
is satisfied that his strategic plan, food wise 2025, which promises an increase in agricultural 
output meets international obligations on carbon emissions; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14499/16]

08/06/2016WRA01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): International 
obligations on carbon emissions clearly recognise the fundamental priority of safeguarding 
food production. The Paris Agreement, which seeks to limit global temperature increases to 
less than 2 degrees Celsius, and to pursue 1.5 degrees, addresses this specific point in Article 2 
of that Agreement.  There is a clear link with what was agreed in Paris and the UN Sustainable 
Development Goal two, which is to “End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition 
and promote sustainable agriculture.” 

The Food Wise 2025 strategy aims to grow the Irish agri-food sector in an economic, envi-
ronmental and socially sustainable manner, building on our strengths in the production of safe, 
healthy and nutritious food. Ireland is already one of the EU’s most efficient producers of milk 
and beef, in terms of carbon footprint per unit of output. Under Food Wise we are implementing 
measures to drive down the carbon intensity of our food production even further, resulting in 
both economic returns and environmental sustainability.

Food Wise 2025 includes clear and comprehensive commitments to managing the projected 
growth in the Irish agrifood sector in a sustainable way.  The guiding principle underpinning 
this projected growth is that environmental protection and economic competitiveness will be 
considered as equal and complementary, one will not be achieved at the expense of the other.

Food Wise provides a framework for the agrisector to engage with the national mitigation 
plan and for the development of a common vision of transition to a low carbon future. There is 
a strong commitment in Food Wise 2025 to measure and monitor the sustainability credentials 
of the sector.  As part of the implementation of Food Wise, an Environmental Sustainability 
Committee has been established. This implementation process will include evaluation and as-
sessment of the delivery of sustainability and mitigation actions.

08/06/2016WRA01500Food Wise 2025 Strategy

08/06/2016WRA0160059. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
food wise 2025 strategic plan adequately addresses the issue of food insecurity; the details of 
any analysis his Department conducted into developing alternative sustainable sources of pro-
tein; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14500/16]

08/06/2016WRA01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Food Wise 
2025 is an enabling strategy for the sustainable growth of the agrifood sector over the next 
decade. Food Wise includes more than 400 specific recommendations, spread across the cross-
cutting themes of sustainability, innovation, human capital, market development and competi-
tiveness; as well as specific sectoral recommendations.

Food security is defined by the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) as: “a situa-
tion that exists when all people, at all times, have physical, social and economic access to suf-
ficient, safe and nutritious food that meets their dietary needs and food preferences for an active 
and healthy life”.   At national level, food security is addressed through a range of Government 
policies providing social protection and supports for low income, disadvantaged and vulnerable 
groups.  At international level, Ireland’s development aid programme has a strong focus on food 
and nutrition, including through funding from my own Department to the UN FAO and WFP 
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(World Food Programme). 

Food Wise aims to grow the Irish agrifood sector in an economic, environmental and so-
cially sustainable manner, building on our strengths in the production of safe, healthy and nutri-
tious food. Ireland is already one of the EU’s most efficient producers of milk and beef, in terms 
of carbon footprint per unit of output. But under Food Wise we are implementing measures to 
drive down the carbon intensity of our food production even further, resulting in both economic 
returns and environmental sustainability. In that regard I am satisfied that the strategy reflects 
food security considerations.

In terms of alternative sources of protein, Ireland’s agriculture is largely livestock based 
and, clearly, if we are to build on our strengths, this must be the focus of our objectives on food 
security.  However we are developing our seafood industry and our tillage sector. In that regard, 
tillage accounts for 7% of agricultural land, and the opportunity to further significantly expand 
tillage production is limited by soil type and conditions.  There is a support scheme in place to 
encourage production of protein crops under Pillar I of CAP. 

The ambition that Ireland should be a global leader in sustainable food production, building 
on our natural advantages, is one that I hope is shared by all sides of the House, and Food Wise 
is a blueprint for how this ambition can be realised.

08/06/2016WRA01800Trade Agreements

08/06/2016WRA0190060. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
contingency plans he has in place for future agrifood trade should the UK vote to leave the EU; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14481/16]

08/06/2016WRA02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The prospect 
of a UK vote to leave the EU presents potentially very significant challenges from a trade per-
spective, and that is especially true for the Irish agrifood sector.  I mentioned earlier that the 
UK is by far our largest trading partner, with CSO figures indicating that exports of agricultural 
products in 2015 were worth €5.1 billion and imports €3.8 billion. ESRI and Teagasc reports 
have highlighted the disproportionate impact that a Brexit is likely to have on the agrifood sec-
tor.

My Department has therefore been giving careful consideration to the potential impact, 
looking at the areas in which the greatest risks are likely to arise and on which we will need to 
focus if exit negotiations are to commence in the coming months.  Although it is still too early 
to predict the outcome with any certainty, the main areas in which impacts are foreseen are in 
relation to tariffs and trade, the EU budget, regulations and standards, and customs controls and 
certification.  I would comment briefly again on these areas as follows:  

-  On tariffs and trade arrangements, including the future direction of UK trade policy, it is 
clear that potential differences in tariffs could restrict trade in both directions and affect tradi-
tional supply practices, particularly for raw materials.  Preferential agreements already in place 
with third countries could require adjustment to take account of a UK withdrawal.  A further 
issue that could arise is the freedom of the UK to negotiate trade agreements with other third 
countries.  This could present a competitiveness challenge for third country suppliers, such as 
Ireland. However, negotiating such agreements could be a lengthy process.

-  On the EU budget, a Brexit would result in the loss of the UK contribution to the EU bud-
get, which currently accounts for some 5-10% of the budget.  This could have implications on 
future spending decisions within an already tight EU budgetary framework, which could place 
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additional pressure on CAP funding in future years, given that it accounts for some 37% of the 
EU budget.  

-  On regulations and standards, while this may not have an immediate impact in the event of 
a Brexit, potential differences could arise over time if the UK takes a different approach to the 
EU, for example in areas such as origin labelling.  This would be a significant issue in terms of 
additional costs, possible disruption of supply patterns and consumer preferences.

-  On customs controls and certification, it is likely that difficulties and additional costs 
would emerge.  It would be expected, as a matter of course, that a UK exit from the EU could 
see the return of border controls, together with customs and administrative procedures.  This 
undoubtedly would lead to additional administrative costs.  Also of concern is that a UK exit 
would give rise to ongoing certification requirements, which would have significant resource 
requirements within my Department and significant cost implications for the agrifood industry.

Finally, the possibility of a Brexit also raises issues for the fisheries sector, particularly in 
the context of the management and sharing of a large number of different fish stocks that we 
currently share with the UK and other Member States under the Common Fisheries Policy 
Framework.

Overall, it is in Ireland’s interests for the UK to remain in the EU.  However, I and my De-
partment are continuing to reflect on these matters so that we are prepared, if the UK decision 
is to exit, to establish our priorities for the negotiations in the agrifood and fisheries sectors, and 
to engage in these negotiations at an early date. 

08/06/2016WRA02100Legislative Measures

08/06/2016WRA0220061. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to amend 
the Animal Health and Welfare Acts to remove the exemption for fox hunting from the legisla-
tion. [14456/16]

08/06/2016WRA02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Lawful hunt-
ing of an animal is permitted under the Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013. However, the Act 
prohibits the hunting of animals which have been released in an injured, mutilated or exhausted 
condition.  In addition, Section 25 of the Act provides for the establishment of codes of practice 
and for the adoption of codes published by other persons for the purposes of providing practical 
guidance relating to any aspect of the Act, including fox hunting.  The Irish Masters of Fox-
hounds Association has a detailed code of conduct in place in respect of the hunting of foxes.  
This code places responsibility on member packs to ensure that the highest standards of animal 
welfare and good behaviour are maintained at all times.  My Department has engaged with the 
hunting associations with a view to adopting codes under Section 25 of the Act in order to en-
sure that those who participate in hunting will continue to honour their obligations to maintain 
the highest standards of behaviour at all times.

I am fully committed to promoting good practices that respect the welfare of all animals 
and my Department devotes considerable resources to protecting animal welfare and in dealing 
with breaches of animal welfare legislation. Under the Act, on summary conviction, a person 
can receive a fine of up to €10,000 and, on indictment, €250,000 and/or imprisonment up to 5 
years.  There are fixed penalty payments for lesser offences.  The Act provides the framework 
within which the welfare of animals can be safeguarded and I am hopeful that the substantial 
and significantly increased levels of penalties for offences of animal cruelty provided for under 
the Act will act as a deterrent to animal welfare abuses.
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In view of the foregoing, I do not plan to prohibit the hunting of foxes.

08/06/2016WRA02400Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership

08/06/2016WRA0250062. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
European Commission’s Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership negotiating position 
is to abandon the precautionary principle, whereby chemicals and pesticides used in the food 
system must be proven to be safe for animal and human health prior to use; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14497/16]

08/06/2016WRA02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There is no 
intention on the part of the negotiators in the European Commission to abandon the precaution-
ary principle or in any way endanger or undermine the comprehensive food safety and public 
health standards that are implemented in the EU in the context of negotiating the Transatlantic 
Trade and Investment Partnership.

A number of key issues in this regard arise in relation to food standards, hormone treated 
beef and GMOs.  All of these arose in the recent negotiations with Canada for a Free Trade 
Agreement and were resolved, and I believe they will also be capable of being resolved in TTIP.

We have made the point, and I am confident that it is shared by the European Commission 
and other Member States, that the principle of equivalence must continue to apply so that, even 
where food production processes in the EU and US are not identical, they will provide equiva-
lent guarantees regarding the standards of production.  This principle is already enshrined under 
the World Trade Organisation Agreement on Agriculture, and is also recognised by both sides 
as the basis for a TTIP agreement.

Equally, it is important that both the EU and United States retain the policy space to restrict 
certain practices and processes on social and ethical grounds, and this is also recognised, in 
principle, by both sides.  For example, the EU Commission has made it clear that it will not 
allow the importation of hormone treated meat into the EU, and this is well understood by the 
US side. In relation to GMOs, there is a well-established assessment and approval process in 
place in the EU that restricts that marketing of GMOs to those products that have been formally 
approved. This should not change under a TTIP agreement.

08/06/2016WRA02700Milk Quota

08/06/2016WRA0280063. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
plans to intercede and have the EU postpone superlevy fines and increase the intervention price 
to at least the cost of production, given that Irish farmers are experiencing a severe cashflow 
crisis due to the ongoing crisis in the dairy sector.  [14501/16]

08/06/2016WRA02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am fully 
aware of the pressures on dairy farmers right now and I am committed to working with all play-
ers in the sector to address these issues and ensure that we have a sustainable dairy sector going 
forward.

With respect to super levy repayments, the rules governing the EU milk quota regime, in-
cluding the super levy system for production above quota, were set at EU level.  It is not within 
the gift of individual Member States to amend these rules. 

However at the request of Ireland and some other Member States, the EU Commission 
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introduced a provision last year permitting payment of the levy in three annual instalments, 
without interest. This was on the understanding that the full amount of the levy was paid to the 
Commission by the Member State in 2015.  Ireland was one of the few Member States to imple-
ment this scheme and make it available to our farmers. 

As part of the discussions in the run-up to the March Council of Agriculture Ministers, Ire-
land proposed a further deferral of the payment to 2017 and 2018, to ease the financial burden 
on liable farmers in 2016. I also raised the matter with Commissioner Phil Hogan, in our recent 
bilateral meeting, as well as at the recent Council of Ministers meeting and encouraged him to 
reflect again on whether a legal basis could be found to facilitate a further deferral in super levy 
repayments for farmers. 

However the European Commission advised that the legal basis for the Regulations under-
pinning the scheme are no longer in existence and therefore further amendments were not pos-
sible. While Ireland has again raised the matter with the Commission, we understand that the 
view of its legal services remains that there is no legal basis for any adjustment to the timelines 
provided for in the relevant regulations. 

Ireland has already raised the question of an increase in intervention prices at EU level.  It 
is clear at this point, however, that there is no prospect of securing the agreement of a qualified 
majority of member states, or the EU Commission, to such an increase. 

However, I very much welcome the announcement by Commissioner Phil Hogan of his 
intention to increase the flat rate ceiling for SMP intervention buying-in up to 350,000 tonnes, 
following my recent meeting with him.  SMP Intervention is key EU support tool for dairy mar-
kets and is badly needed in this extended period of downward price volatility in the dairy sector. 
Intervention helps to put a floor under prices and this extension will be of particular benefit for 
Irish producers through the peak production period.  Other measures agreed at EU level include 
Aids to Private Storage for Cheese and a targeted direct aid scheme of €13.7 million for Irish 
farmers, which was matched by national funds. 

I can assure the deputy that I will continue to engage with the EU Commission and with 
other Member States to ensure that market support measures are deployed and extended as 
necessary.

08/06/2016WRA03000Ministerial Meetings

08/06/2016WRA0310064. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
to report on his meetings with the new chief executive of Coillte Teoranta (details supplied) in-
cluding his plans for future meetings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14503/16]

08/06/2016WRA03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I met with 
the Chief Executive Officer of Coillte, Mr. Fergal Leamy, on 24 May 2016.  At this meeting he 
provided me with an overview of the company.

Coillte Teoranta was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act, 
1988 and , while day-to-day operational matters are the responsibility of the company, the meet-
ing was an opportunity for the CEO to brief me about its structure , and the businesses in which 
the company is engaged.

As regards recent and ongoing developments, I was advised of Coillte’s disposal of its 
telecommunications masts and equipment locations in August 2015, and the progress on the 
development of the Smartply plant in Belview Port, outside Waterford city, which is one of the 
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company’s panel board businesses.

We discussed the implementation of the Government Decision of June 2014 in relation to 
the formation of a joint venture with Bord na Móna in four named business areas and I noted 
the considerable progress achieved to date on the projects involved.

The CEO also gave me an indication of the company’s financial performance in 2015 and 
advised that a motion in relation to the payment of a final dividend of €1 million would be be-
fore the company’s AGM scheduled for the following Thursday (26 May 2016). The proposed 
payment of €1 million was in addition to the interim dividend of €4 million already paid by 
Coillte to its shareholders in December 2015.  I advised Coillte that I was looking forward to 
receiving a draft dividend policy from the company in the near future for consideration by my 
Department, with the assistance of NewERA.  The possible implications of Brexit on the com-
pany’s trading and finances were also discussed.

As regards the company’s plan for the future, the CEO also gave me an overview of their 
proposed future strategy for the company to 2025. In this context, the current restructuring of 
the company, as required under the Government Decision of 2013, was covered. I understand 
that the restructuring involves the adoption of a decentralised structure with 3 autonomous 
business divisions and transition to a Lean Centre with the objective of achieving significant 
overhead cost reductions.

I found the meeting to be very informative as it added to my understanding of the company’s 
businesses and activities and provided me with an insight as to the proposed strategic develop-
ment of the company and ongoing challenges.  My Department meet with Coillte on a regular 
basis as does NewERA on behalf of both Shareholders.  There is no specific schedule for meet-
ings between Coillte and I but I would propose to meet them on a regular basis or as the need 
arises in relation to specific issues.

08/06/2016WRA03300Rural Development Programme Funding

08/06/2016WRA0340065. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
expenditure on rural development programmes under the agri-environment options scheme in 
2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14472/16]

08/06/2016WRA03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The total expen-
diture on agri-environment schemes under the Rural Development Programme (RDP) in 2015 
was €131.73 million.  This includes the Rural Environmental Protection Scheme (REPS4), the 
Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS1, AEOS2 and AEOS3), Organic Farming Scheme 
(OFS) and the Green Low Carbon Agri-Environment Scheme (GLAS).  The corresponding fig-
ure for spending on agri-environment schemes is expected to be €203.2 million for 2016.  This 
is an increase of more than €71 million.  This is mainly due to the continued roll-out of GLAS.

Expenditure under the REPS4 in 2015 amounted to a total of €32.25 million.

Expenditure under the AEOS in 2015 amounted to a total of €79.80 million.

Expenditure under the Organic Farming Scheme (OFS) in 2015 amounted to a total of €8.16 
million.

In relation to GLAS, Tranche 1 applications with a start-date of 1 October 2015 and which 
have GLAS actions which are payable in 2015 were eligible for a 2015 part-year payment 
(covering the three month period 1 October-31 December 2015). Total expenditure on GLAS 
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in 2015 amounted to €11.52 million.  Balancing payments for GLAS 2015 will be made later 
this year. 

08/06/2016WRB00200Appointments to State Boards

08/06/2016WRB0030066. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if the appointment of a person (details supplied) as executive director of Coillte Teoranta 
heralds a further commercialisation of the company; if this is appropriate for the company; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14504/16]

08/06/2016WRB00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Coillte 
Teoranta was established as a private company under the Forestry Act, 1988 and day-to-day 
operational matters, such as the recruitment of staff, are the responsibility of the company.  
The recruitment process, including engagement of a recruitment agency, preparation of the job 
specification and the ultimate selection of the successful candidate for the position, was accord-
ingly a matter for the company and the Board.

However, in making their selection, the Board is likely to have had regard to the terms of 
recent Government Decisions in relation to Coillte and their implementation.  These Decisions 
required inter alia that Coillte undertake a restructuring of the company and to work with Bord 
na Móna towards a partial merger of their businesses, focusing on the areas of overlap between 
the two companies by way of a joint venture between the two companies to manage their com-
mon business activities in biomass, wind energy, shared services, and recreation and tourism.

With reference to the appointment by Coillte of Mr. Fergal Leamy as its Chief Executive 
with effect from 13 April, 2015, I note that Coillte considered that the breadth of Mr. Leamy’s 
experience in relevant sectors would be a significant asset to the future development of Coillte 
and that they regarded that his record of transforming and growing businesses and managing a 
diverse portfolio of assets as exceptional.

It should be noted that one of the principal objects of Coillte, as stated in the Forestry Act 
1988, is to carry on the business of forestry and related activities on a commercial basis and in 
accordance with efficient silvicultural practices.  However, in addition to its commercial activi-
ties, Coillte also provides a range of recreational opportunities for the general public continuing 
the long tradition of open access to the State owned forests and land.

Coillte is cognisant of its role in relation to the provision of public goods. I note, for ex-
ample, that the Chairman of Coillte, in his Statement in the Coillte Annual Report 2015, refer-
ring to the company’s financial performance in 2015, advised that a strong financial foundation 
is vital for the company to achieve their ambitious growth plans for the business as well as 
continuing to deliver social dividends - notably nature conservation, recreation and carbon se-
questration - that have local and global impacts.   

I do not consider that the growth of the company in order to achieve an increased commer-
cial return to the shareholders and State and the continued provision of public goods such as 
recreational access to be mutually exclusive. I was therefore pleased to note the statement in the 
recent Annual Report that Coillte will continue to deliver world class environmental and social 
benefits to the people who enjoy their forests today and for generations to come. 

08/06/2016WRB00500Food Wise 2025 Strategy
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08/06/2016WRB0060067. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will engage with the agrifood sector to stabilise income from agricultural produce, particu-
larly to ensure a sustainable income and a constant supply to the consumer; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14487/16]

08/06/2016WRB00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Food Wise 
2025, the new ten year strategy for the agrifood sector published in July last year identifies the 
opportunities and challenges facing the sector and provides an enabling strategy that will allow 
the sector to grow and prosper.  Food Wise includes more than 400 specific recommendations, 
spread across the cross-cutting themes of sustainability, innovation, human capital, market de-
velopment and competitiveness; as well as specific sectoral recommendations.

If these recommendations are implemented, the expert committee which drew up the Food 
Wise 2025 Strategy believes that the following growth projections are achievable by 2025: in-
creasing the value of agrifood exports by 85% to €19 billion; increasing value added in the sec-
tor by 70% to in excess of €13 billion; and increasing the value of primary production by 65% 
to almost €10 billion. With regard to employment, Food Wise foresees the creation of 23,000 
additional jobs in the agrifood sector all along the supply chain from primary production to high 
value added product development. Realising these growth projections will be challenging, but 
I am confident that they can be achieved. 

The Government is strongly committed to the implementation of the Food Wise strategy.  I 
will chair the fifth meeting of the High Level Implementation Committee, including senior of-
ficials from relevant Departments and State agencies, next week. 

As a small open economy which exports the vast bulk of its main agricultural commodities, 
Ireland will always feel the effects of volatility on world markets.  However, there are measures 
in place to help Irish farmers through these periods.  I believe that moving up the value chain 
where possible, in terms of the type of products sold and how they are produced, is an important 
insulation against volatility.  The Food Wise strategy for the sector contains detailed recom-
mendations aimed at improving value added and productivity at farm and food industry level 
through a focus on sustainability, efficiency, knowledge transfer and innovation.   

Direct payments estimated by Teagasc at an average of over €17,000 per farm in 2015, pro-
vide a valuable source of farm income support and act as a hedge against price volatility.

With regard to farm borrowings, like my predecessor, I will have regular meetings with the 
CEOs of the main banks, who are all aware of price volatility issues, and are planning accord-
ingly in terms of managing their farm loan books.  My Department has also engaged actively 
with other financial institutions with regard to the development of innovative new lending prod-
ucts for the sector; and is preparing to procure an ex-ante evaluation for the introduction of 
Financial Instruments under the Rural Development Programme.

My Department will continue to engage with the Department of Finance on key agritaxation 
policy objectives, including responses to income and price volatility.

While there are no specific risk management tools included in the Rural Development Pro-
gramme, risk management is one of the topics covered by Knowledge Transfer Groups . Animal 
disease risks are covered by the Targeted Animal Health and Welfare Advisory measure.   

Fixed price contracts are increasingly becoming a feature of the producer/processor re-
lationship in the dairy sector, with numerous milk purchasers offering such contracts, which 
provide producers with the opportunity to lock in prices over the medium term, taking costs 
of production into account.  Such relationships are a welcome development in terms of their 
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potential to mitigate volatility. 

08/06/2016WRB00800Fishing Industry

08/06/2016WRB0090068. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he has 
seen the new documentary, Atlantic, and his views on the conclusions it draws for the fishing 
industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14496/16]

08/06/2016WRB01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I have not yet 
had the opportunity to see the film referred to by the Deputy and therefore cannot comment one 
way or another on its conclusions.  My understanding is that this is a documentary about the 
use of different natural resources, including fish stocks, in three different Atlantic Communities 
in Ireland, Norway and Canada.

With regard to fish stocks and their use as a natural resource I would make the point that in 
Ireland, fish quotas are a public resource and are managed directly by the Minister following 
regular detailed consultation with industry representatives. 

There has been pressure over the years to try and force a privatisation of fish quotas through 
the imposition of what is known as an Individual Transferable Quota or ITQ system. Ireland 
has successfully resisted this and I am determined that our fish resources will continue to be 
managed for the overall public good.

I would also like to reference the wider world in which we operate, namely the new Com-
mon Fisheries Policy (CFP).  This policy provides a framework for the long term sustainability 
of fish stocks around our shores and the continued economic viability of our fishing fleet and 
fish processing industry while supporting our families and communities that depend on the sea 
for their livelihood.

Among the key elements of the new CFP is the setting of fishing levels on the basis of MSY 
(Maximum Sustainable Yield). This should lead over time to healthy fish stocks, higher quo-
tas for both Irish and EU fishermen and result in more sustainable fishing patterns.  The CFP 
specifically calls for the progressive restoration and maintenance of populations of fish stocks 
above biomass levels capable of producing MSY.  I am committed to the ambitious objective 
of achieving MSY by 2020 at the latest. In line with the CFP, I consider that for some stocks 
we will need to phase in delivering MSY if its immediate application seriously jeopardises the 
social and economic sustainability of the fishing fleet. 

My overarching goal as Minister responsible for our fishing industry is to ensure a sustain-
able, profitable and self reliant industry that protects and enhances the social and economic 
fabric of rural coastal communities dependent on the seafood sector.  These objectives must 
however be balanced with the need to safeguard fish stocks for future generations. This will 
ensure that families dependent on fishing can look forward to being part of a vibrant, productive 
and resilient Irish fishing industry and can expect to continue to achieve a reasonable return for 
their efforts and investment.

08/06/2016WRB01100Beef Genomics Scheme

08/06/2016WRB0120069. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he is 
satisfied with the participation rate of farmers and the programme spend to date under the beef 
genomics scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14473/16]
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08/06/2016WRB01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Firstly it is 
important to say that I am satisfied with the Beef Data and Genomics Programme (BDGP) par-
ticipation rates.  The BDGP was launched on 5 May 2015 and forms a part of Ireland’s Rural 
Development Programme that runs from 2014 to 2020.  The programme has funding of €300 
million euro over its lifespan and builds on previous investment in suckler farming through 
schemes such as the nationally funded Beef Data Programme and the Beef Genomics Scheme. 
It should be remembered that suckler farming is the only sector in the RDP with its own targeted 
RDP scheme.

The principal objective of this scheme is to encourage the introduction of higher genetic 
merit animals into the National beef herd. This will reduce the greenhouse gas intensity of beef 
production in Ireland by improving production efficiency on suckler farms. My Department 
received 29,780 applications, having extended the closing date by an additional week to 5 June 
2015. 

Approval letters were issued to scheme participants last August. At the same time a detailed 
ICBF report on all applicants’ herd profiles was sent. Approximately 4,562 herds have with-
drawn from the scheme, though some of these have subsequently asked to re-enter. Withdraw-
als from a scheme such as this are, of course, not unusual, particularly when one considers the 
simple application procedure and the high volume of applicants.

The EU Regulations governing the administration of this programme require that full and 
comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on farm inspections, be com-
pleted before any payments issue . In order to be eligible for a payment in respect of the 2015 
scheme year, applicants must have submitted at least 60% of the required survey data and 
completed 9 0% of the required genomic sampling and must also have passed the required ad-
ministration checks and any on farm inspections . Payments commenced on target in December 
and currently over 21,500 farmers have been paid a total of €39.2 million. Payments are con-
tinuing on an ongoing basis as compliance with the 2015 programme requirements is verified. 
Officials in my Department are actively engaging with the remaining farmers who have not 
yet completed the required level of 2015 requirements in order to maximise the programme 
participation rates.   

In order to be eligible for payment in 2016 participants must complete the required data no-
tifications, carry out the required genotyping and also participate in the general BDGP Training 
and complete a carbon navigator with a trained advisor. The 2016 budget for the programme is 
€52 million. This will provide both for payment of the outstanding 2015 cases and also for pay-
ment to those farmers that verify compliance with the 2016 scheme requirements later this year. 

08/06/2016WRB01400Trade Agreements

08/06/2016WRB0150070. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
meetings with the Irish food industry regarding the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partner-
ship and the EU Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement. [14245/16]

08/06/2016WRB01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment engages in ongoing consultation with all stakeholders and in a range of formats on issues 
facing the agrifood sector.  This applies also to the development and representation of Ireland’s 
negotiating position in relation to free trade agreements between the EU and other trading 
blocs, including the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership and the Comprehensive 
Economic and Trade Agreement with Canada.  The Department has discussed these agreements 
with the farming organisations and with other representatives of the agrifood industry, includ-
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ing those engaged in dairy and beef processing in particular. It will continue to consult with 
these stakeholders as the negotiations on TTIP evolve over the coming months. 

08/06/2016WRB01700Milk Quota

08/06/2016WRB0180071. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he considered postponing remaining milk super levy payments by up to two years, given 
the severe market crisis in the dairy industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14475/16]

08/06/2016WRB01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The rules gov-
erning the EU milk quota regime, including the super levy system for production above quota, 
were set at EU level and it is not within the gift of individual Member States to amend the rules.

However at the request of Ireland and some other member states the EU Commission intro-
duced a provision last year permitting payment of the levy in three annual instalments, without 
interest, on the understanding that the full amount of the levy was paid to the Commission by 
the Member State in 2015.  The Scheme required applicants to pay at least one third of their 
levy by October 2015 with the balance to be paid in 2016 and 2017.  Ireland was one of the 
few Member States to implement this scheme and make it available to its farmers.  The scheme 
design was agreed in advance with the co-ops and farm organisations here.

As part of the discussions in the run-up to the March Council of Agriculture Ministers, Ire-
land proposed a further deferral of the payment to 2017 and 2018, to ease the financial burden 
on liable farmers in 2016.  I also raised the matter with Commissioner Phil Hogan, in our recent 
bilateral meeting, as well as at the recent Council of Ministers meeting and encouraged him to 
reflect again on whether a legal basis could be found to facilitate a further deferral in super levy 
repayments for farmers.  However the European Commission advised that the legal basis for the 
Regulations under-pinning the scheme are no longer in existence and therefore further amend-
ments were not possible.  While Ireland has again raised the matter with the Commission, we 
understand that the view of its legal services remains that there is no legal basis for any adjust-
ment to the timelines provided for in the relevant regulations.

I would like to reassure the Deputy that I am fully aware of the pressures on dairy farmers 
right now and I am committed to working with all players in the sector to address these issues 
and ensure that we have a sustainable dairy sector going forward.  As one of the proposers of 
the Dairy Forum my goal is to ensure that it continues to work constructively as a vehicle for 
addressing issues of concern to farmers and others in the sector.  The Forum has come forward 
with some good initiatives for farmers already, including an initiative on improving cash flow 
planning at farm level, which will be rolled out shortly.  My plan is to convene the forum to 
examine current market issues with all relevant stakeholders in the coming weeks.

08/06/2016WRB02000Fishing Industry Development

08/06/2016WRB0210072. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to develop lobster hatcheries to help enhance the lobster population; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14490/16]

08/06/2016WRB02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Lobster fish-
ing is an important economic activity in coastal fishing communities all around Ireland.  Stock 
advice is available online in the Shellfish Stocks and Fisheries Review, prepared by the Marine 
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Institute (MI) and an Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM).  According to the 2012 Review, some 1,700 
boats, approximately three quarters of the Irish fleet, participated in the fishery between April 
and October 2012 on all Irish coasts.  The most recent stock advice from the Shellfish Stocks 
and Fisheries Review 2012 noted that the egg production level for the stock is estimated to be 
below generally accepted limit reference points. A number of conservation measures apply to 
lobster at present, including:

- The Lobster (Conservation of Stocks) Regulations 2014 (S.I. 591 of 2014) provide le-
gal protection for lobsters v-notched under an incentivised National Lobster V-Notching Pro-
gramme which provides financial support for fishermen engaged in conservation practice of 
v-notching live lobsters and returning them to sea to contribute to the reproductive capacity of 
the stock;   

- A national maximum landing size for lobster of 127mm, which took effect from 1 January 
2015 in the aforementioned national regulations;   

- An increase in grant aid to fishermen for the voluntary v-notching of lobsters from the 
existing rate of 55% to a new maximum of 75 % of the market price;   

- Transitional arrangements that provide fishermen with grant aid of up to 80 % of the mar-
ket price for v-notching oversize lobsters and returning them alive to sea during the first two 
years of the maximum landing size measure;   

- EU regulations prohibiting the landing of lobsters of less than 87mm in carapace length.

Article 11 of Regulation (EU) No 508/2014 sets out ineligible operations under the European 
Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) including “direct restocking, unless explicitly provided 
for as a conservation measure by a Union legal act or in the case of experimental restocking”   

The focus of the national management measures has been to improve the management of the 
fishing activity affecting the stock with the aim of achieving sustainability and taking account 
of scientific advice; improved management in an extensive fishery such as lobster can have a 
more significant economic effect compared to other measures.  Preliminary feedback from the 
changes to the v-notching scheme in particular has been positive and I anticipate that future 
reviews of this fishery will recommend further options that can be explored in partnership with 
appropriate stakeholders.

The National Inshore Fisheries Forum (NIFF) was established specifically to give inshore 
fishermen a voice in policy making and decisions on inshore fisheries management and to 
work with the Department and the marine agencies in developing robust, scientifically sound 
measures to support sustainable fisheries into the future.  I look forward to working with the 
NIFF on proposals for lobster and other sea-fishing activities that the inshore sector identifies 
as priorities for both policy development and, where eligible, for appropriate funding under the 
EMFF Operational Programme.

08/06/2016WRB02300Animal Welfare

08/06/2016WRB0240073. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 160 of 22 March 2016, his views on seized horses and 
that one horse died while in his custody while legal proceedings continued; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14519/16]

08/06/2016WRB02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A total of 29 
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horses were seized from the Wetlands/Robertshill area of Kilkenny city on 17 February 2016 as 
part of an An Garda Síochána led multi-agency operation (Operation Thor).  Following inspec-
tion, it was established that 27 of the horses were not identified in accordance with equine iden-
tification legislation and the lands on which the horses were kept were not registered as equine 
premises as required by national legislation.  The equines referred to were seized pursuant to the 
European Communities (Identification of Equidae) Regulations 2016 (S.I. 62 of 2016), which 
provides that equines may be seized where an authorised officer had reasonable grounds for be-
lieving that an offence was being committed under this legislation.  The horses were transported 
from Kilkenny city to a secure Pound in accordance with national transport legislation designed 
to ensure the safe transport of horses.

Following the presentation of proof of ownership and evidence of equine premises registra-
tion, the Department agreed to return the two identified horses to their owners.  On 17 April 
one of the 2 identified equines gave birth to a foal which subsequently died. On 18 April the 
mare was euthanised by a veterinary practitioner on welfare grounds due to her deteriorating 
health.  I am satisfied that no action taken by the Department contributed to these events.  Ar-
rangements for the return of the mare to the owner had been in train for some time previously 
but this was delayed pending the identification of a suitable registered equine premises.  The 
second identified horse was returned on 25 May to an equine premises registered holding which 
had recently been nominated by its owner.  The 27 horses that were not identified in accordance 
with equine identification legislation remain in the care of the state and are subject to ongoing 
court proceedings.   

As the Deputy is aware, the horse meat issues which were uncovered in 2013 highlighted 
the importance of the proper identification of equine animals to the protection of the integrity 
of the food chain.  In this regard, it is essential that equine animals are identified in accordance 
with legislation in order to ensure that only those animals that are eligible to be slaughtered for 
human consumption are included in the food chain. In terms of protecting equine health and 
welfare and the integrity of the food chain information, it is important that all equine owners 
comply fully with equine identification and equine premises legislation. 

08/06/2016WRB02600Agriculture Scheme Payments

08/06/2016WRB0270074. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
make an allocation for 2016 and 2017 for young farmers under the national reserve fund; 
when he will announce its conditions for 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14485/16]

08/06/2016WRB02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In 2015 the 
National Reserve fund was based on a 3% cut to the Basic Payment Scheme financial ceiling 
and provided some €24 million in funding which was the maximum financing rate available 
under the relevant EU Regulations.  When finalised shortly there will be some 6,000 successful 
applicants under the 2015 National Reserve.  As all of the National Reserve funding has been 
utilised, there is no funding available to cover the operation of a 2016 National Reserve.

For 2016 the only source of funding available to the National Reserve will be from ‘claw-
back’ on the sale of entitlements without land and indications are that the level of funds that 
will arise from ‘clawback’ during the 2016 scheme year will be minimal.  The Regulations also 
provide that Member States may apply a linear cut to the value of all farmers’ entitlements in 
order to provide funding for the National Reserve.

The operation of a National Reserve for 2016 would require the re-opening of the 2016 
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Basic Payment Scheme for applications as, under EU Regulation, applicants to the National 
Reserve must also submit a valid Basic Payment Scheme application for the year in which 
they submit the National Reserve application.  As the closing date for Basic Payment Scheme 
applications has now passed, farmers have finalised arrangements regarding the declaration of 
land for the 2016 scheme year which would have implications for potential National Reserve 
applicants.  The reopening of Basic Payment Scheme applications at this stage would likely 
delay the processing of such applications for 2016, with the consequent potential for delay in 
payments.  Furthermore at this stage many young farmers may have entered arrangements to 
lease in entitlements in 2016 in order to avail of the Greening payment and Young Farmers’ 
Scheme payment.

From 2017 onwards the National Reserve will be replenished from unused entitlements, as 
EU Regulations governing the scheme provide that entitlements that are unused for 2 consecu-
tive years are surrendered to the National Reserve.  While I am very supportive of the provision 
of a National Reserve, decisions in relation to the Reserve for 2017 will be considered once 
the position on potential funding arising from unused entitlements and ‘clawback’ has been 
established.

08/06/2016WRB02900GLAS Eligibility

08/06/2016WRB0300075. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will amend the green low-carbon agri-environment scheme to allow farmers with privately 
owned hills to be designated under tier 1 and tier 2; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14489/16]

08/06/2016WRB03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): GLAS is an 
agri-environment measure under the Rural Development Programme (RDP) 2014-2020 ap-
proved by the European Commission and aims to deliver overarching benefits in terms of the 
rural environment and address European Union issues of climate change mitigation, water qual-
ity and the preservation of habitats and species.  GLAS is a voluntary scheme under which 
farmers are compensated for the income forgone and the cost incurred in complying.  The 
scheme is designed to specifically target environmental priorities.

Access to the scheme is therefore by means of three Tiers, which will allow the most press-
ing environmental priorities to be addressed in order of importance, but also provides for a 
broad approach to delivering environmental benefits across all farming systems.  My Depart-
ment has generated a profile of each farm in the country identifying the environmental attributes 
at farm level.   

This structure is designed to ensure the targeted and prioritised delivery of environmental 
benefits drawing from the extensive preparatory analysis underlying the RDP.

There is an internal hierarchy within GLAS of ‘Assets over Actions’. For example, in the 
case of Tier 1, expenditure will be targeted at the Priority Environmental Assets (PEAs) first 
before accepting intake from farmers adopting the Priority Environmental Actions. 

In Tier 1, all farmers with PEAs get first priority access to the Scheme in year one and sub-
sequent years. If any of the following PEAs are applicable to the holding, they must be chosen 
and the relevant actions planned:   

 - Farmland Habitat (private Natura sites) 

- Farmland Birds (Twite, Breeding Waders, Chough, Geese/swans, Corncrake, Grey Par-
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tridge, Hen Harrier)   

- Commonages   

- High Status Water Area   

- Rare Breeds

In the absence of any of the listed Priority Environmental Assets, a farmer (whether beef, 
sheep or dairy) with a whole farm stocking-rate exceeding 140kg Livestock Manure Nitrogen  
per hectare produced on the holding, or any farmer with more than 30 hectare of arable crops, 
will be considered under Tier 1 if at least one   of the following four mandatory actions is ad-
opted: 

Mandatory actions for farms with >140 kg Livestock Manure Nitrogen per hectare    

- Low Emission Slurry Spreading Or   

- Wild Bird Cover (grassland farms only)   

Mandatory actions for farms with >30 ha or arable crops   

- Catch Crops Or   

- Minimum Tillage   

Registered Organic farmers will qualify for priority access to the scheme under Tier 1, by 
selecting actions appropriate to the farm.

Under Tier 2 farmers, who do not have Priority Environmental Assets but whose lands in-
clude a Vulnerable Water Area, may apply for access to the scheme.  In such cases, the appropri-
ate actions relevant to Vulnerable Water Areas must be selected.  In the absence of a Vulnerable 
Water Area, an applicant may still qualify for Tier 2 access provided that one of the following 
actions are chosen and planned for:   

- Low Emission Slurry Spreading

- Minimum Tillage   

- Catch Crops   

- Wild Bird Cover (grassland farms only).

Tier 3 provides a mechanism by which farmers can apply to join the scheme by committing 
to a series of general environmental actions but, as indicated by my predecessor when Tranche 
2 of the scheme was launched, applications under this Tier were over-subscribed and farmers 
had been urged to present the highest standard environmental plans under GLAS 2, and to adopt 
actions that would promote them from Tier 3 to a higher tier, thereby significantly increasing 
the chance of selection.  Over 80% of applicants in this second tranche of GLAS opted to do so, 
and with the funding available were approved.

The overall target for GLAS is to attract 50,000 farmers into the scheme.  I am pleased to 
confirm that some 38,000 farmers have been approved into the first two Tranches of GLAS, 
26,500 in GLAS 1 and 11,500 in GLAS 2, while ensuring adequate provisions are available for 
Tranche 3 of the scheme.

The criteria for selection will be applied to all applications across all farming systems and it 
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is not my intention to seek an amendment of the RDP to prioritise farmers with privately owned 
hills where no priority environmental asset has been identified.

08/06/2016WRB03200Pesticide Use

08/06/2016WRB0330076. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his posi-
tion on the EU ban on neonicotinoid pesticides and the State’s monitoring of the reduction in 
bee numbers; the bee population in the years 2006 to 2016 to date. [14246/16]

08/06/2016WRB03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment recognises the vital importance of protecting our natural environment, including insect 
biodiversity, while supporting sustainable agricultural production.  Irish agriculture is charac-
terised by low levels of insecticide use.  In 2013 a partial ban on neonicotinoid insecticides was 
introduced in the EU due to concerns about possible impacts on pollinators.  My Department 
has fully implemented the Commission decision in relation to these compounds.

Intensive research is ongoing worldwide to quantify impacts of field-level exposure to neo-
nicotinoids and to determine and understand impacts on honeybees, bumblebees and solitary 
bee species.  The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) is currently undertaking a new as-
sessment of the risks posed by neonicotinoids to take account of all relevant information that 
has become available since 2013.  This assessment is expected to be completed by the end of 
January 2017 and will provide the scientific basis for a further Commission proposal expected 
next year.   

My Department will continue to evaluate pesticides based on robust scientific evidence, en-
suring the availability of products to support sustainable agricultural production and recognis-
ing the need to find a sustainable balance between the protection of pollinators and agricultural 
production. 

With regard to monitoring bee populations, it should be noted there are 98 different species 
of bees present in Ireland. These comprise of one managed species, the honeybee, and 97 wild 
species which include 20 species of bumblebees.  The best indicator of changes in the wild bee 
population is Ireland’s Bumble Bee Monitoring Scheme.  Indeed Ireland was the first country in 
the world to develop a national bumble bee monitoring scheme and a number of other countries 
have since followed our lead. Since Ireland’s Bumble Bee Monitoring Scheme commenced in 
2012 the research has identified that there has been no significant decline in bumble bee num-
bers. 

Ireland’s National Apiculture Programme is a research programme co-funded by my De-
partment and the European Commission. In recent years it has been lead by researchers based in 
University of Limerick working in conjunction with Teagasc and NUI Maynooth.  As part of the 
National Apiculture Programme the State has been monitoring over-winter honeybee colony 
losses each year since the winter of 2008-2009. Over this period annual Irish overwinter losses 
have ranged from 13% in some years to as high as 37% in 2012/2013. The Irish weather has a 
strong influence on colony strength.  The exceptionally wet summer in 2012 followed by the 
prolonged cold weather in early 2013 which resulted in a very late Spring proved a detrimental 
combination for Irish bees.  Indeed the impact of the weather that year is supported by the fact 
that for the preceding and the following year’s beekeepers only experienced 13% over-winter 
losses. 

08/06/2016WRB03500Cross-Border Co-operation
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08/06/2016WRB0360077. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Taoiseach the State bodies under his remit which have 
developed memoranda of understanding with his counterpart in Northern Ireland with regard 
to the efficient delivery of services on the island of Ireland; if he has carried out a cost-benefit 
analysis of the development of further memoranda of understanding; the details of the cost-
benefit analysis; and the new memoranda of understanding he will be creating between State 
bodies under their remits through the lifetime of this Government. [14289/16]

08/06/2016WRB0370079. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Taoiseach if he is satisfied with the level of data that 
is collected on the issues which come under his remit; the steps he will take to work with the 
administration in Northern Ireland to collect data under his aegis on a North-South basis; and 
the budgets he will put in place to undertake this work (details supplied). [14448/16]

08/06/2016WRB03800The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 77 and 79 together.

The Central Statistics Office and the National Economic and Social Development Office 
(NESDO) are State Bodies under the remit of my Department. The NESDO is the body corpo-
rate for the National Economic and Social Council (NESC). 

The  CSO and the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA) work closely 
together on topics of common interest.  While there are no specific MOUs between them, there 
are areas of close co-operation, which includes regular meetings and exchange of best practice 
on current methods for collection and processing of Census of Population and Business and 
Tourism statistics.   

They produce a number of joint publications, for example, “Census 2011: Ireland and North-
ern Ireland”, “Visitors to Ireland and Northern Ireland 2014: A statistical profile of tourism”, 
and the thematic report “Ireland North and South - A Statistical Profile”.  

The All-Island Tourism Statistics Liaison Group, which meets twice per year, is jointly 
chaired by CSO and NISRA and includes membership from the relevant agencies North and 
South. 

As co-chair of the North South Ministerial Council,  I ensure that the focus of Ministers 
is on the priorities for additional North South co-operation which they have identified in their 
respective areas of responsibility, particularly as regards assisting economic recovery, job cre-
ation, the best use of public funds and the most effective delivery of services for citizens across 
the island.  As indicated in the recent Programme for a Partnership Government, I look forward 
to the further development of mutual North South benefit, particularly through the ongoing 
work of the NSMC.

The National Economic and Social Council (NESC)has no specific MOUs in place with 
counterparts in Northern Ireland.

08/06/2016WRB03900Census of Population Data

08/06/2016WRB0400078. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach if an amendment is being considered 
to the next census due in 2021 in respect of adopted persons (details supplied); if consideration 
has been given to this omission in the past and if so, the reason the change was not made; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14339/16]

08/06/2016WRB04100The Taoiseach: The CSO strives to ensure that the information collected and provided from 
the census remains current, relevant, of maximum use to the public and that it reflects the needs 
of users to the greatest extent possible. It has been common practice in advance of the census 
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to conduct a public consultation on possible new questions and changes to existing questions, 
which are then considered by a specially convened Census Advisory Group in advance of test-
ing in the field in the form of a pilot survey.

CSO did not receive submissions suggesting capture of information on adopted people dur-
ing the public consultation phases prior to either Census 2006 or 2011.  Due to budgetary con-
straints across the public sector and the consequent requirement to run a no change census, no 
equivalent public consultation process or pilot testing was carried out in advance of  Census 
2016 to facilitate changes to the questions.

However, the office anticipates that in advance of Census 2021 a full public consultation on 
the questions to be asked will be conducted.  This consultation will be publicly advertised and 
will provide an opportunity for all users of the data to suggest amendment, removal or addition 
of questions to the next census. 

  Question No. 79 answered with Question No. 77.

08/06/2016WRB04300Taoiseach’s Communications

08/06/2016WRB0440080. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Taoiseach the number of representations he has re-
ceived from Members of the Oireachtas and the number of these to which he had not issued a 
substantive reply by 31 May 2016, by month of initial receipt, from 1 January 2015 to 30 April 
2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15044/16]

08/06/2016WRB04500The Taoiseach: As in the case of my predecessors, I have no official responsibility to the 
Dáil in respect of the correspondence I receive.  I receive a great deal of correspondence from 
individuals, organisations and Members of the Oireachtas on a wide variety of topics beyond 
my Department’s area of responsibility and receipt of correspondence does not of itself render 
me answerable to the House on such topics.

My Department has procedures in place to ensure that all correspondence received, includ-
ing representations made by Members of the Oireachtas, is dealt with appropriately. 

08/06/2016WRB04600UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

08/06/2016WRB0470081. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
progress in ratifying the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; 
when it will be ratified; if it will be ratified by the deadline for 2016; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [14264/16]

08/06/2016WRB04800Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
On 21 October 2015, the Government published a roadmap to Ireland’s ratification of the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which outlines the considerable 
legislative changes to be undertaken to enable Ireland to ratify the Convention, along with the 
estimated deadline of end-2016 for ratification. The Roadmap to Ratification, which is available 
on my Department’s website, sets out the substantial legislative agenda required for ratification.  
We are on track to ratify the Convention within 6 months.

Considerable progress has already been made to overcome barriers to Ireland’s ratification.  
The Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 was signed into law on 30 December 2015, 
and is a comprehensive reform of the law on decision-making capacity.  The Criminal Law 
(Sexual Offences) Bill 2015 was passed by the Seanad on 26 January this year.  When enacted, 
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the Bill will reform Section 5 of the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 1993 to facilitate the 
full participation in family life of persons with intellectual disabilities and the full expression 
of their human rights.  Achieving the necessary balance between those rights and ensuring ap-
propriate protection is crucial.     

Work is also under way on drawing up an Equality/Disability (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Bill to progress miscellaneous legislative amendments necessary to proceed to ratification. It is 
intended that the Bill will address issues such as the Convention’s requirements in relation to 
reasonable accommodation and deprivation of liberty, as well as removing archaic references 
in existing legislation relating to mental health.  I intend to publish the General Scheme of the 
Equality/Disability (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill shortly.

08/06/2016WRB04900UK Referendum on EU Membership

08/06/2016WRB0500082. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality his 
views on the implications for border security in the event of Britain and Northern Ireland voting 
to exit the European Union; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14460/16]

08/06/2016WRB05100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Quite 
clearly, and as the Deputy will no doubt agree, an outcome of this nature would be seriously 
inimical to Ireland’s interests.

At this stage, it is not clear what the implications of a withdrawal would be for the Common 
Travel Area and for the land border between Ireland and Northern Ireland.  In such a scenario 
the land border will become an external border of the European Union, and the European Union 
or the United Kingdom could decide that they wished to restore border controls.  Withdrawal 
from the EU also raises issues in respect of a whole range of police and judicial cooperation 
EU instruments including the European Arrest Warrant which are vital to cross border security.

In the event of a vote to leave the Union there will be a period of negotiations to agree the 
terms of the withdrawal. It is impossible to predict the outcome of these negotiations should 
they arise.  However it is clear that any changes could potentially have a most serious impact 
on cross border police cooperation and for the citizens of both countries who have enjoyed free 
movement since the foundation of the Irish State.  It would be our intention to try and maintain 
the existing arrangements regarding the Common Travel Area and police and judicial coopera-
tion but this will be dependent on the positions adopted by the UK and the other 26 EU member 
states.

08/06/2016WRC00075Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund

08/06/2016WRC0010083. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality when she 
will announce funding calls for and the duration of the new grant round under the new asylum 
migration and integration fund which the European Commission signed in 2015.  [14269/16]

08/06/2016WRC00200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I hope 
that a call under this Fund can take place in early September.  Full details have yet to be decided 
but I would envisage that the duration of the projects selected will be up to three years.

Separate arrangements will apply to the Return area of the Fund.
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08/06/2016WRC00250Garda Youth Diversion Projects

08/06/2016WRC0030084. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and 
Equality the role of Garda youth diversion projects as part of a long-term strategy to tackle 
gangland crime in north inner city Dublin; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[14271/16]

08/06/2016WRC00400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Dep-
uty will be aware that I recently announced a range of additional measures to tackle organised 
crime.  These include the drafting of new legislation to further target the proceeds of crime 
and to strengthen the powers of the Criminal Assets Bureau.  In addition I intend to bring for-
ward proposals to enhance and update the legislative framework for the lawful interception of 
communications and for covert electronic surveillance, to combat the threats from serious and 
organised crime and terrorism.

The Commissioner has also announced the establishment of a special crime Task Force, in 
cooperation with other agencies including the Revenue Commissioners and Department of So-
cial Protection.  The purpose of the Task Force will be to focus relentlessly on persons involved 
in gangland activities.

As the Taoiseach announced, a separate task force will be set up in close consultation with 
community groups in the north inner city to identify the best means of tackling the various 
long-term problems to which the Deputy refers, including social exclusion, drugs, education 
and employment.”

I have consistently made clear that we would fund whatever measures were needed for An 
Garda Síochána to best tackle the critical and unprecedented challenges they currently face.  
I was glad to secure substantial additional funding today of €55 million for the remainder of 
2016.

The Deputy will be aware that statutory provision in relation to young offenders is set out 
in the Children Act 2001 (as amended).  Accordingly, where a young person under the age of 
18 comes into conflict with the law, the principles of the Act apply.  A key principle in the Chil-
dren Act relating to young offenders is that detention should be a last resort. In support of this 
principle, the legislation facilitates the incremental application of a series of measures, ranging 
from diversion in the first instance through community based sanctions, to detention.

The operation of the above statutory framework is substantially supported by the significant 
investment by my Department in community based programmes which are directed at divert-
ing young people from further involvement in criminal or anti-social behaviour.  These youth 
justice community programmes proceed on the basis of evidence that diversion programmes in 
the form of high quality preventative intervention can do more to reduce crime than more costly 
custodial sanctions.  In 2016,  just under €17 million has been allocated by my Department to 
the Irish Youth Justice Service (IYJS) to administer Garda Youth Diversion Projects (GYDPs), 
Young Persons Probation Projects (YPPs) and a number of other youth diversion community-
based projects.

The evidence indicates that Diversion Projects are a sound investment.  The GYDPs tackle 
behaviours such as impulsiveness which are associated with the bulk of youth crime; for ex-
ample public order offending and minor theft.  The GYDPs have a critical role to play in reduc-
ing youth crime.  Their role is to prevent or ‘divert’ young people from the onset of repeat or 
serious offending, including potential future involvement in gangland crime, and they do this 
very effectively and efficiently.  The Annual Reports of the Committee appointed to monitor the 
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effectiveness of the Diversion Programme provide an overview of youth crime in the particular 
year in question.  As such, the reports include details of, inter alia, the number of incidents and 
individual children and young people referred to the Diversion Programme and the outcomes 
of such referrals.  The reports also include details in relation to the resources deployed by the 
Garda Commissioner to support the operation of the Programme.  Arrangements in relation to 
the publication of the 2014 Report of the Monitoring Committee are currently being finalised.  
In its 2014 Report the Committee reports that 9,991 children and young people were referred to 
the Diversion Programme.  This compares with 10,420 children and young people referred in 
2013 and continues the downward trend in the number of children and young people referred to 
the Programme in recent years.

The officials from my Department assigned to the Irish Youth Justice Service (IYJS), in 
partnership with An Garda Síochána, are responsible for the management of the GYDPs and 
in partnership with the Probation Service in the case of YPPs.  Through quantitative and quali-
tative analysis each GYDP, in conjunction with An Garda Síochána, develops a youth crime 
profile of the catchment area and of the young people who live there so that services are targeted 
effectively.  The focussed targeting of young people in this way is complemented by the ap-
plication of a risk assessment to identify the needs of the young people referred to the projects.  
This assists each project to focus on the continued development of targeted evidence based 
intervention and planning, leading to improved outcomes for the young people coming to the 
attention of An Garda Síochána.

I can inform the Deputy that five GYDPs and two YPPs operate in the Dublin north inner 
city area and almost €900,000 is being provided this year to support these important initiatives.  
The GYDP projects in the area provided support and services to over 140 young people who 
were referred in 2015.

Of course there are very real challenges in confronting violent criminals, but we should not 
lose sight of the fact that An Garda Síochána has in the past successfully faced down criminal 
gangs who believed they were above the law.  Major investigations are underway in relation to 
recent shooting incidents, and I have made it clear to the Garda Commissioner that all necessary 
financial resources will continue to be made available to An Garda Síochána to support them in 
facing down the threat from criminal gangs.

08/06/2016WRC00450North-South Implementation Bodies

08/06/2016WRC0050085. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
State bodies under her remit which have developed memoranda of understanding with her 
counterpart in Northern Ireland with regard to the efficient delivery of services on the island of 
Ireland; if she has carried out a cost-benefit analysis of the development of further memoranda 
of understanding and the details of this; and the new memoranda of understanding she will cre-
ate between State bodies in accordance with their remit.  [14286/16]

08/06/2016WRC00600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The in-
formation requested by the Deputy is set out below.  Both memoranda of understanding and 
information sharing protocols have been developed in the policing and probation areas.

Policing

In accordance with the provisions of the 2002 Agreement between the Government of Ire-
land and the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland on 
Police Co-operation, An Garda Síochána and the Police Service of Northern Ireland have estab-
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lished a number of Protocols.  The purpose of these Protocols is to enhance police cooperation 
aimed at improving public safety throughout Ireland, disrupting criminal activity and enhanc-
ing the policing capability of both police services on the island of Ireland.  The current excellent 
cooperation between An Garda Síochána and the PSNI is kept under continuous review with 
a view to identifying enhancements building on experience and the evolution of crime trends.

The Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission (GSOC) has a current Memorandum of Un-
derstanding  with the Police Ombudsman Northern Ireland (PONI) and GSOC’s other oversight 
partners (IPCC in England/Wales and PIRC in Scotland) for conducting peer reviews of each 
other’s cases where required.

GSOC also has a written Memorandum of Understanding / agreement between all four over-
sight bodies (including PONI) for joint standards and training / accreditation - this is commonly 
known as “LEOBAB” which stands for the Law Enforcement Oversight Bodies Accreditation 
Board.  It is LEOBAB that coordinates joint training initiatives between the four partners and 
the group meets twice a year with the chair of the group rotating amongst its members every 
1-2 years.

GSOC has informal agreements in place between the four partners (including PONI) con-
cerning mutual assistance where required (for example, in the taking of statements from wit-
nesses that reside outside the State).

GSOC has a written Memorandum of Understanding with FSNI (Forensic Science Northern 
Ireland) for the provision of certain forensic services.

Probation

An information sharing protocol between the Probation Service and the Probation Board for 
Northern Ireland in respect of the Management of Sex Offenders and Offenders assessed as a 
Risk of Serious Harm to Others was signed in July 2014.  The protocol facilitates the exchange 
of personal data and other information to enhance public safety and enable both Agencies to:

-  agree voluntary arrangements for community sentences.

-  agree voluntary arrangements for post custodial supervision.

-  share information for the preparation of pre-sanction reports.

I can inform the Deputy that my Department has not carried out a cost/benefit analysis of the 
development of further Memoranda of Understanding but there are excellent relationships and 
ongoing cooperation between relevant agencies.

08/06/2016WRC00650Private Rented Accommodation Evictions

08/06/2016WRC0070086. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if she 
will address a matter (details supplied) regarding an eviction; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [14291/16]

08/06/2016WRC00750104. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
any member of An Garda Síochána has been disciplined for working for private security firms; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14603/16]

08/06/2016WRC00775105. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the role that An Garda Síochána have in assisting private security firms with house evictions. 
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[14605/16]

08/06/2016WRC00787106. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
members of An Garda Síochána are permitted to transfer members of a private security firm to 
or from the location of an eviction from a private home.. [14606/16]

08/06/2016WRC00793107. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if she is aware of a heavy-handed eviction of a person (details supplied) by a private security 
team, footage of which is available on social media; if An Garda Síochána was permitted to as-
sist the security team in this manner; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [14607/16]

08/06/2016WRC00796108. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
if any members of An Garda Síochána have been disciplined for their role in a house eviction; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [14608/16]

08/06/2016WRC00800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 86 and 104 to 108, inclusive, together.

As set out in the Programme for a Partnership Government, the new Government wants to 
keep families in their homes, avoid repossessions insofar as is possible and introduce a number 
of further measures to help those in long-term mortgage arrears.

It is worth pointing out, for the sake of clarity, that the incident referred to occurred in the 
context of the execution of a repossession order at the home of an individual.

As the Deputies are aware, I have no role in relation to executing court orders.  The courts 
are, subject only to the Constitution and the law, independent in the exercise of their judicial 
functions.  It is therefore not open to me to comment on or intervene in any way in the conduct 
or decision of a particular court case which is a matter entirely for the presiding judge.

The County Registrar, acting as Sheriff, is responsible to the Court for the Enforcement 
of the Court Orders and the law and procedures governing the execution of Court Orders is 
contained in the Enforcement of Court Orders Acts, 1926 to 1940 and the Rules of Court made 
thereunder and I have no function in this matter.  Any dispute in relation to the enforcement of 
a Court Order is a matter for the Courts.

The Garda Commissioner is directly responsible for Garda operational matters, including 
the direction and control of Garda members, which encompasses issues of discipline.  I have no 
direct role in relation to these matters.

It is of course open to any person who has a concern about the behaviour of members of 
the Garda Síochána to register a complaint with the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission 
(GSOC) which is the independent body established by law, with extensive powers, to investi-
gate any allegations of Garda wrongdoing.

08/06/2016WRC00850Legislative Reviews

08/06/2016WRC0090087. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
status of the review initiated in 2011 by an expert group within her Department to conduct an 
examination of the proceeds of crime legislation, including if it is complete; if not, the reason; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [14303/16]

08/06/2016WRC01000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Dep-
uty and I had a productive meeting to discuss new legislation in this area and I look forward to 
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carrying on this work.

An Expert Group was established under the auspices of the Department of Justice and 
Equality to review the Proceeds of Crime legislation with a view to identifying possible im-
provements which would serve to enhance the powers of the Bureau.

The areas under review in this regard included:

-  Decreasing the amount of time which must elapse before criminal assets which have been 
frozen become the property of the State;

-  Increasing the powers of receivers over properties so as to immediately deprive criminals 
of the use of those properties;

-  Short term seizure of assets believed to be the proceeds of crime pending determination 
by the courts; and

-  Further improving measures supporting international cooperation.

Further to that work, a broader review of proceeds of crime legislation was undertaken to 
examine the recommendations contained in the Mahon Planning Tribunal Report concerning 
asset recovery and confiscation and to take account of the EU Directive on the freezing and 
confiscation of proceeds of crime in the European Union which was agreed in 2014.

Work on the preparation of proposals arising from the work of the Expert Group for consul-
tation with the Office of the Attorney General is continuing and a final report will be prepared 
in due course.

As the Deputy is aware, part of the Government approved proposals to strengthen the mea-
sures in place to target organised crime is a proposal to provide the Criminal Assets Bureau 
with a power of administrative restraint reflecting one of the measures under examination by the 
Expert Group.  In addition, it is further proposed to reduce the threshold which applies under 
the Proceeds of Crime Act 1996 from €13,000 to €5,000.  These  proposals will form part of a 
package of measures to effect immediate changes in this area that would be particularly effec-
tive in helping to target current gangland activity.

08/06/2016WRC01050Garda Recruitment

08/06/2016WRC0110088. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality her 
plans to replace the 140 members of An Garda Síochána who were not replaced in Dublin north 
inner city in recent years. [14314/16]

08/06/2016WRC01200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of 
resources, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no 
direct role in the matter.  I am assured by the Garda Commissioner that the allocation of Gardaí 
is continually monitored and reviewed taking into account all relevant factors including crime 
trends, demographics, and security assessments relating to the area in question so as to ensure 
optimal use is made of Garda human resources.

The area mentioned by the Deputy is patrolled by members assigned to the Dublin Metro-
politan Region (DMR) North Central Division.  I have been informed that the number of Gardaí 
assigned to the DMR North Central Division on the 31 March 2016, the latest date for which 
figures are readily available, was 598.  Of these, 251 members were assigned to Store Street, 
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161 in Bridewell and 186 in Mountjoy.  The reduction in numbers cited by the Deputy relates 
to the period since September 2009 at which time 730 members were assigned to the Division 
concerned.

As the Deputy will be aware, when the financial crisis hit, the Government of the time in-
troduced a moratorium on recruitment and the four year National Recovery Plan, published in 
2010, envisaged a steady reduction in Garda numbers.  Thankfully, in a recovering economy, 
we were able to reopen the Garda College in September 2014, and a total of 700 Garda trainees 
have been recruited with a further 450 planned to be recruited during the remainder of this year.  
So far 463 of the new Garda trainees have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and have 
been assigned to mainstream uniform duties nationwide.  Another 76 will attest on the 7 July 
with 150 more to attest in November.  I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that 38 newly 
attested Gardaí have been assigned to the DMR North Central Garda Division to date.

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance to 
citizens and deter crime.  Key to achieving this goal is the commitment in the Programme for 
Government, “A Programme for a Partnership Government” to continue the ongoing acceler-
ated Garda recruitment programme with a view to increasing Garda numbers to 15,000.  Taking 
account of projected retirements, the current rate of recruitment will bring Garda numbers to 
around the 13,000 mark this year.  We must, I believe, endeavour to make more rapid progress 
than this to reach our target of 15,000 and I am engaging with my colleague, the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform, in relation to increasing the planned annual intake this year 
and in coming years.

In relation to DMR North Central it is important to note that the work of local Gardaí is 
augmented when necessary by a number of Garda national units such as the National Bureau of 
Criminal Investigation (NBCI), the Criminal Assets Bureau (CAB) and the Garda National Im-
migration Bureau (GNIB).  In addition, at the request of the Commissioner earlier this year, the 
Government moved decisively to strengthen Garda resources to deal with gang-related crime 
in the Dublin area.  Funding was approved for the establishment of a dedicated Armed Support 
Unit for the Dublin Metropolitan Region given the identified need to enhance armed support 
capability in Dublin and to free up the resources of the Emergency Response Unit.  The Dublin 
Armed Support Unit is, as a matter of priority, in the process of being set up and trained and I 
understand that it will have a complement of some fifty-five Garda members.  Steps are also 
being taken to ensure that the Unit is fully equipped and to upgrade the equipment available to 
the Emergency Response Unit and the Special Detective Unit.

As the Deputy will be aware, after discussions with my Government colleagues, on Tuesday 
31 May I announced a range of additional measures to tackle organised crime including the 
strengthening of the powers of the Criminal Assets Bureau, new legislation to target proceeds 
of crime and the setting up of a new Special Crime Taskforce that will focus relentlessly on 
persons involved in gangland activities.  I am also meeting with counterparts from Belgium, 
the Netherlands and Spain this week to discuss the transnational dimension to this organised 
criminal activity.

The Government has consistently made clear that we would fund whatever measures were 
needed for An Garda Síochána to best tackle the critical and unprecedented challenges they 
currently face.  In this regard I was pleased to announce today that I have secured Government 
approval for substantial additional funding to be provided to An Garda Síochána.  An additional 
allocation of €55 million will be made available for the remainder of 2016 including €5 mil-
lion previously announced in February.  These additional monies are made available based on 
information from Garda management regarding the level of funding required to maintain the 
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necessary policing response to the current situation on an ongoing basis including concentrated 
policing targeting gang related crime.

08/06/2016WRC01250Garda Recruitment

08/06/2016WRC0130089. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
her plans to ensure that recruitment to An Garda Síochana matches the pace of retirement.  
[14315/16]

08/06/2016WRC01400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): This Gov-
ernment is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout the country in 
order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance to citizens and 
deter crime.  Key to achieving this goal is the commitment in the Programme for Government, 
“A Programme for a Partnership Government” to continue the ongoing accelerated Garda re-
cruitment programme with a view to increasing Garda numbers to 15,000.

As the Deputy will be aware, when the financial crisis hit, the Government of the time in-
troduced a moratorium on recruitment and the four year National Recovery Plan, published in 
2010, envisaged a steady reduction in Garda numbers.  Thankfully, in a recovering economy, 
we were able to reopen the Garda College in September 2014.  Since then a total of 700 Garda 
trainees have been recruited with a further 450 planned to be recruited during the remainder of 
this year.  So far 463 of the new Garda trainees have attested as members of An Garda Síochána 
and have been assigned to mainstream uniform duties nationwide.  Another 76 will attest on the 
7 July with a further 150 to attest by the end of this year.

I can assure the Deputy that projected departures from An Garda Síochána are kept under 
continuing review and the level of recruitment adjusted as necessary in order to achieve the 
desired strength of An Garda Síochána.  I am advised, based on a thorough analysis of the data, 
that the Garda authorities project retirements overall this year to be around the 300 mark with 
similar projections for the coming years.  Taking account of the projected retirements for this 
year and the number of new recruits who will attest I expect Garda numbers to reach the 13,000 
mark by the end of this year.  We must, I believe, endeavour to make more rapid progress than 
this to reach our target of 15,000 and I am engaging with my colleague, the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform, in relation to increasing the planned annual intake this year and in 
coming years.

08/06/2016WRC01450Garda Training

08/06/2016WRC0150090. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of members of An Garda Síochána who are qualified to drive Garda cars as a per-
centage of the force; her plans to improve this; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[14316/16]

08/06/2016WRC01600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for carrying on and 
managing and controlling generally the administration and business of An Garda Síochána, 
including by arranging for the training of its members and civilian staff and I, as Minister, have 
no direct role in the matter.

I have requested the information sought by the Deputy from the Commissioner and I will 
write to him on receipt of same.
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08/06/2016WRC01650Policing Authority

08/06/2016WRC0170091. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
her views on the statement the Policing Authority issued following its meeting with the Garda 
Commissioner; if she has directed the Garda Commissioner to comply with the authority’s re-
quests; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [14317/16]

08/06/2016WRC0175095. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
when she will publish a formal Garda response to the O’Higgins report, as requested by the 
Policing Authority.  [14321/16]

08/06/2016WRC01800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 91 and 95 together.

It is important to say that the Policing Authority is an independent statutory body respon-
sible for overseeing the performance of An Garda Síochána, in relation to policing services.  
Requests made by the Authority of An Garda Síochána are primarily a matter for the two bodies 
concerned and it would not be appropriate for me as Minister to insert myself, in the manner the 
Deputy suggests, into a process that is on-going.

As the Deputy is aware, the Policing Authority met the Garda Commissioner on 26 May 
2016 in relation to the O’Higgins report.  Following that meeting, the Authority issued a state-
ment in which it said that it expects to see a formal Garda Síochána response to the findings and 
recommendations in the report.  The Deputy will also be aware that the Authority has scheduled 
two public meetings with the Commissioner on 13 and 30 June, at which the report and the 
Commissioner’s response to it will be discussed.

Separately, I have asked the Garda Commissioner to examine the O’Higgins report and to 
indicate to me what further measures might be taken to try to prevent the type of difficulties out-
lined in it in relation to An Garda Síochána from arising again.  I have also sought her proposals 
concerning the recommendations which it contains in relation to the Garda service.

08/06/2016WRC01850Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Investigations

08/06/2016WRC0190092. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the date on which the Garda Commissioner asked her to refer the matter of two members of An 
Garda Síochána allegedly misrepresenting a meeting in Mullingar, County Westmeath with a 
person (details supplied) to the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission; if she has made this 
referral yet; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [14318/16]

08/06/2016WRC02000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): On 19 
May, 2016 the Garda Commissioner wrote to me asking that I use the legal powers available to 
me to ask the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission to investigate matters alleged to have 
occurred in relation to a meeting in Mullingar involving certain officers.  I informed the House 
that I intended to do this and that I was consulting with the Attorney General about the precise 
nature of such a referral.

In recent days the Garda Commissioner provided me with more detailed information and I 
am now proceeding with the formal referral of the matter to GSOC.

08/06/2016WRC02050Garda Adult Cautioning Scheme Administration
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08/06/2016WRC0210093. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality her 
plans to enhance An Garda Síochána’s cautioning scheme for drug possession as part of treating 
drug use as a public health issue.  [14319/16]

08/06/2016WRC02200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Garda 
Adult Cautioning Scheme makes provision for the administering of a caution by a senior Garda 
officer for certain minor offences, as an alternative to prosecution in the District Court, where 
prosecution is not required by the public interest and it is determined that a caution would be a 
more appropriate and effective response.

The Scheme currently applies to a range of offences including, inter alia, offences contained 
in the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 1994, the Criminal Justice (Theft and Fraud Of-
fences) Act 2001, the Intoxicating Liquor Act 2003, the Non-Fatal Offences Against the Person 
Act 1997 and the Criminal Damage Act 1991.

The Scheme, which was drawn up in the first instance in agreement between the Garda 
authorities and the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions, is kept under review and any 
proposal to expand the scheme is a matter, in the first instance, for the Garda authorities and the 
Director of Public Prosecutions.

However, I can advise the Deputy that a group of relevant criminal justice agencies, includ-
ing representatives of An Garda Síochána and the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions, 
is currently examining issues in this area including the scope of the Garda Adult Cautioning 
Scheme.

This work is ongoing and I expect to receive a report later this year.

More broadly, our response to the complex problem of drug misuse is set out in the current 
National Drugs Strategy 2009-2016.  The Strategy adopts a comprehensive and balanced pillar 
based approach to the issue, involving the implementation of a wide range of measures across 
the five pillars of drug supply reduction, prevention, treatment, rehabilitation and research.

It is through this balanced approach that we seek to effect comprehensive measures across 
all pillars with the aim of tackling the problem in a manner that achieves the best outcomes for 
those who misuse drugs and more broadly for society generally.  The Department of Health is 
currently leading the development of a new Drugs Strategy which will provide our national 
drug policy framework post 2016.

08/06/2016WRC02250Policing Authority

08/06/2016WRC0230094. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
her plans for an external independent culture audit of An Garda Síochána, as requested by the 
Policing Authority, including the name of the auditor and when the audit will be completed.  
[14320/16]

08/06/2016WRC02400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The re-
sponsibility for undertaking the proposed external independent culture audit is a matter for the 
Garda Commissioner and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the matter.  I am advised by the 
Garda Commissioner that the proposal for this audit is currently being developed by An Garda 
Síochána, in consultation with the Policing Authority.  When this process has been finalised, a 
procurement process will commence to obtain the services of an organisation to undertake the 
audit.
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  Question No. 95 answered with Question No. 91.

08/06/2016WRC02650Criminal Assets Bureau

08/06/2016WRC0270096. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality her 
plans for the reform of legislation governing the Criminal Assets Bureau. [14322/16]

08/06/2016WRC02800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Pro-
gramme for a Partnership Government contains a commitment to review the existing Proceeds 
of Crime legislation.

An Expert Group was established under the auspices of the Department of Justice to review 
the Proceeds of Crime legislation with a view to identifying possible improvements which 
would serve to enhance the powers of the Bureau.  Work on the preparation of proposals arising 
from the work of the Expert Group for consultation with the Office of the Attorney General is 
continuing and a final report will be prepared in due course.

The Deputy may however wish to note that as part of the Government approved proposals to 
strengthen the measures in place to target organised crime is a proposal to provide the Criminal 
Assets Bureau with a power of administrative restraint reflecting one of the measures under 
examination by the Expert Group.  In addition, it is further proposed to reduce the threshold 
which applies under the Proceeds of Crime Act 1996 from €13,000 to €5,000.  These  proposals 
will form part of a package of measures to effect immediate changes in this area that would be 
particularly effective in helping to target organised crime activity.

08/06/2016WRC02850Refugee Resettlement Programme

08/06/2016WRC0290097. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the supports she is providing to Syrian refugees resettling here, including access to individu-
alised, regular and adequate language support; the introduction to norms and practices of public 
services such as health and education, and access to finance so they may purchase household 
items.  [14358/16]

08/06/2016WRC02950112. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
she will examine a matter raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding support given 
to refugees; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14651/16]

08/06/2016WRC03000Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 97 and 112 together.

The Irish refugee resettlement programme has been in operation since 2000.  1,400 vulner-
able persons from 27 different countries, including Iraq and Syria, have been resettled under 
this programme in Ireland to date.  Refugees have been resettled in 29 different communities 
throughout Ireland and in all four Dublin local authorities.

The key elements of the programme are:

-  The programme is overseen at national level by an Inter Departmental Working Group 
chaired by the Office for the Promotion of Migrant Integration (OPMI) in the Department of 
Justice and Equality and at the local level by an inter-agency working group established in each 
receiving community and chaired by the Local Authority.
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-  The OPMI resettlement team meets the refugees on arrival in the airport and accompanies 
them to a Resettlement Reception Centre where they are accommodated for 8 to 10 weeks.

-  An 8-10 week language training and orientation programme is provided by the Education 
and Training Board in cooperation with OPMI.

-  Crèche facilities are also provided to allow the adults to attend the programme.

-  Education provision is also made for school age children by the Department of Education 
and Skills.

-  GP services are provided and refugees are assisted to apply for medical cards.

-  Programme refugees have, in general, the same rights and entitlements as an Irish citizen.  
OPMI works in consultation with all relevant agencies at the national and local level to ensure 
that refugees can access services to which they are entitled and that the necessary services are 
put in place as quickly as possible.

-  Accommodation is provided for each family.  Cutlery, dishes, pots and pans, beds, cots 
(where appropriate) and bedding are provided for each family in their new homes.

-  Families are entitled to the same social welfare payments as Irish citizens when they move 
into the community.

-  Language training is provided in the receiving community by the Education and Training 
Board for a period of 12 months post arrival.

-  The OPMI resettlement team supports the local interagency working group for approx 18 
months after the transfer of the refugees to the receiving community.  Grants are made by the 
OPMI to the receiving community to employ a resettlement support worker for a period of up 
to one year to support the integration of the refugees into their local communities.

08/06/2016WRC03050Drugs Crime

08/06/2016WRC0310098. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
further legislation is required to facilitate An Garda Síochána tackling the illegal sale of pre-
scription drugs; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [14365/16]

08/06/2016WRC03200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The il-
legal street selling of prescription medicines is currently a feature of the illegal drug trade in 
this jurisdiction.  This is closely linked to the increased prevalence in polydrug use which has 
emerged in recent years.

A challenge which can arise for An Garda Síochána in tackling the illegal sale of such medi-
cines relates to the nature of the controls in place under the Misuse of Drugs legislation.  It is 
from the Misuse of Drugs legislation that An Garda Síóchána draws certain powers in tackling 
drug related offences.

As the Deputy will be aware the Misuse of Drugs legislation comes under the remit of the 
Minister for Health.

I am advised by the Department of Health that a Bill to amend the Misuse of Drugs Act to 
bring a number of new substances, including certain prescription medicines, under the scope 
of that legislation is currently being drafted and it is the intention to publish before the House 
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rises for the summer.

Regulations will also be made to introduce substantial additional controls on certain pre-
scription drugs being traded illicitly, such as benzodiazepines and z-drugs medicines.  The 
planned measures include introducing import and export controls, tighter prescribing and dis-
pensing controls as well as an offence of possession, thereby assisting the law enforcement 
roles of the Customs authorities and An Garda Síochána.

08/06/2016WRC03250Citizenship Applications

08/06/2016WRC0330099. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
her plans to review the fees associated with applications for Irish citizenship and to introduce a 
separate application process for certain categories of applicants where, for example, one spouse 
is an Irish citizen, the person has been in Ireland for a prolonged period or Irish-born children 
are involved; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [14376/16]

08/06/2016WRC03400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The fees 
to be paid by an applicant for a certificate of naturalisation are governed by the provisions of the 
Irish Nationality and Citizenship Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 569 of 2011).  The application fee, 
stipulated at €175, is payable on application for a certificate of naturalisation and a certification 
fee is payable on the issue of a certificate of naturalisation.  The standard certification fee is set 
at €950, while a reduced fee of €200 applies in the case of an application made on behalf of a 
minor or in certain cases where the application is made by a widow, widower or surviving civil 
partner of an Irish citizen.  In the case of recognised refugees and stateless persons the certifica-
tion fee is nil.

The standard fees payable by an applicant are designed to reflect the effort and cost involved 
in processing applications for a certificate of naturalisation.  I might also add that following the 
grant of citizenship it is no longer necessary for the person to register their presence in the State 
with the Garda National Immigration Bureau which requires the payment of a fee of €300 per 
registration.

The Deputy will be aware that formal citizenship ceremonies have been introduced at no 
extra cost to applicants.  These have been universally well received by participants as the cer-
emonies provide a sense of dignity and occasion that serves to underscore the importance to 
both the State and the applicant of the granting of Irish citizenship.

All of the fees payable under the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956 are kept under 
ongoing review by my Department; however, there are no immediate plans to adjust these fees.  
I have no plans to introduce a separate application process for different categories of applicant 
in the manner suggested.

08/06/2016WRD00075Irish Sign Language

08/06/2016WRD00100100. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 54 of 26 May 2016, if she intends to introduce legislation to 
provide that where an Irish sign language interpreter cannot be present for a court hearing 
involving a deaf defendant, the proceedings must be suspended until an interpreter is present.  
[14414/16]

08/06/2016WRD00200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
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Deputy will be aware the courts are, subject only to the Constitution and the law, independent 
in the exercise of their judicial functions, and the conduct of any case is a matter entirely for the 
presiding judge.  As outlined in my response to Parliamentary Question Number 54 of 26 May 
2016 every effort is made to source interpreters when required by the courts.  However, this 
cannot always be guaranteed as sign language interpreting and, in particular, Irish sign language 
interpreting is a very specialised skill.  Despite the best efforts of Courts Service staff, an inter-
preter may not always be available at short notice and, in these instances, a case is generally put 
back to a later date to allow more time to arrange a sign language interpreter.

As the Deputy will also be aware, my Department is currently progressing a three-phase 
consultation process with a view to developing a new Disability Inclusion Strategy.  Phase 2, 
which focused on agreeing high-level objectives for the Strategy, was completed at the end of 
2015.  Phase 3 will involve agreeing specific actions with timescales to deliver on each of the 
high-level objectives.  This will commence shortly and I expect to have a set of draft actions for 
the Strategy for publication shortly.  The consultations on this draft will include consideration 
by the National Disability Strategy Steering Group and, as with Phase 2, a series of regional 
consultation meetings.  The Strategy will then be revised as necessary and submitted to Govern-
ment for final approval.  Issues in relation to the Deaf Community have featured strongly in the 
consultation process to date and I intend that the new Disability Inclusion Strategy will respond 
credibly to the issues raised, including making a real difference in relation to facilitating the use 
of Irish Sign Language and ensuring that public bodies provide Irish Sign Language users with 
Irish Sign Language interpretation when availing of their statutory services.

08/06/2016WRD00250Departmental Data

08/06/2016WRD00300101. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if 
she is satisfied with the level of data that is collected on the issues which come under her De-
partment’s remit; the steps she will take to work with the administration in Northern Ireland 
to collect data under her aegis on a North-South basis; and the budgets she will put in place to 
undertake this work (details supplied).  [14445/16]

08/06/2016WRD00400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As part of 
its Programme for Change, my Department is further developing its capacity to collect and use 
data to support medium and longer term evidence-based policy formulation and implementa-
tion across all of its remit.  There is already a wide range of data available to the Department 
with significant quantities in the public domain.  While much of the data is currently collected 
by individual organisations as part of their remit, my Department is developing proposals to 
add value by drawing the data together to improve delivery of services and to support end-to-
end views of systems.  Several agencies of my Department already cooperate closely with their 
counterparts in Northern Ireland and this will continue and grow as our data analysis capacity 
increases.  My Department is also in dialogue with the third level research community and other 
relevant actors with a view to developing a research programme.

08/06/2016WRD00450Home Repossessions Rate

08/06/2016WRD00500102. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the number of repossession orders for principal dwelling houses granted in County Cork and the 
number of these before the courts for the city and the county in each of the years 2014 to 2016 
to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [14522/16]
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08/06/2016WRD00600Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Dep-
uty will be aware that, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the 
courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service and I have no role in the matter.  Section 4(3) 
of the 1998 Act provides that the Courts Service is independent in the performance of its func-
tions, which includes the provision of information on the courts system.  However, in order to 
be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made with the Courts Service and the table 
below sets out the position regarding civil bills and orders for possession in Cork from 1 Janu-
ary 2014 to 31 March 2016.

The Courts Service has advised that it is not in a position to provide a breakdown as to the 
location of a property within a county.  It should be noted that orders for possession do not nec-
essarily equate with repossessions as it is up to the person or company who obtained the order 
for possession to pursue its execution.

Year Possession Orders 
granted - Primary 
Home

Possession Orders 
granted -  Residen-
tial

Civil Bills lodged  
-  Primary Home

Civil Bills lodged  
-  Residential

2014 January-
August

n/a 36 n/a 445

2014 September-
December

18 n/a 123 n/a

2015 123 n/a 380 n/a
2016 January-
March

22 n/a 94 n/a

Note:

-  The Courts Service with effect from 1 January 2014 introduced a revised procedure for 
the compilation of statistical data in relation to possession Civil Bills.  The system was further 
enhanced with effect from 1 September 2014.  From January to August 2014 cases were cat-
egorised as being “Residential” or “Non-residential”.  From September 2014 the categorisation 
changed to “Primary  Home”, “Buy to Let” or “Other/Unknown.”  The Courts Service has in-
cluded figures for Residential for January to August 2014 and for “Primary Home” thereafter.

-  The table also provides data in respect of the number of possession civil bills lodged in 
respect of primary homes since 1 September 2014.  It should also be noted that it is not always 
possible to determine from the possession civil bill lodged whether the proceedings relate to a 
Primary Home, Buy to Let or other type.

08/06/2016WRD00650Visa Applications

08/06/2016WRD00700103. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
status of an application by a person (details supplied) for a Visa.  [14592/16]

08/06/2016WRD00800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the visa 
application referred to by the Deputy was received by the Visa Office in Dublin on 03/06/2016.  
Should all documentation be in order, the applicant can expect a decision by the end of June and 
will be notified of this decision by the Visa Office.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
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tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

In addition, applicants may themselves e-mail queries directly to the INIS (visamail@jus-
tice.ie).

  Questions Nos. 104 to 108, inclusive, answered with Question No. 86.

08/06/2016WRD01450Garda Recruitment

08/06/2016WRD01900109. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality why 
a person (details supplied) was not informed that a temporary clerical officer post at Ballyshan-
non Garda station in County Donegal had been relocated; why this person was not offered this 
post; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [14646/16]

08/06/2016WRD01950110. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality why 
a person’s (details supplied) name was removed from the panel for a vacant temporary cleri-
cal officer post in Ballyshannon Garda station; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[14647/16]

08/06/2016WRD02000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 109 and 110 together.

As the Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the dis-
tribution of resources, including civilian personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, 
as Minister, have no direct role in the matter.  I am assured by the Garda Commissioner that the 
allocation of personnel is continually monitored and reviewed taking into account all relevant 
factors including crime trends, demographics, and security assessments relating to the area in 
question so as to ensure optimal use is made of Garda human resources.

Ballyshannon forms part of the wider Donegal Garda Division.  I have been informed that 
the number of Gardaí, Reserves and civilians assigned to the Donegal Division on the 31 March 
2016, the latest date for which figures are readily available, was 392, 26 and 28, respectively.  
Of these civilians, there were 3 assigned to Ballyshannon.

I have requested information from the Garda Commissioner on the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and I will write to him on receipt of same.

08/06/2016WRD02150Garda Data

08/06/2016WRD02300111. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality fur-
ther to the reply to Parliamentary Question No. 74 of 25 May 2016, if she will provide the 
number of gardaí who were and are mainly on front-line duties and not in desk jobs in tabular 
form for each of the years noted; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [14650/16]

08/06/2016WRD02400Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for managing and 
controlling generally the administration and business of An Garda Síochána and I, as Minister, 
have no direct role in the matter.

The Deputy will be aware from my reply to him on the 25 May 2016 of the number of mem-
bers attached to the Meath Garda Division for each of the years 2011 - 2016.  With regard to 
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the number of members who were and are mainly on front line duties for the years concerned, 
I have requested this information from the Garda Commissioner and I will write to the Deputy 
on receipt of same.

  Question No. 112 answered with Question No. 97.

08/06/2016WRD02650Legislative Programme

08/06/2016WRD02700113. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
status of the Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions and Certain Disclosures) Bill, which was be-
fore the Houses of the Oireachtas in February 2016; the important issues addressed therein; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter.  [14696/16]

08/06/2016WRD02800Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The 
Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions and Certain Disclosures) Act 2016, which completed all 
stages in the Oireachtas on 3rd February, was commenced in full on 29th April 2016.

The effect of the Act is that a person is not obliged to disclose certain convictions which are 
over 7 years old, subject to specified limitations.  A person will not be penalised in law or incur 
any liability for failing to disclose a spent conviction.

A key impact of the Act is that where a person is applying for employment (other than em-
ployment which is exempt from the provisions of the Act), the applicant will not be obliged to 
disclose convictions that are spent.

In accordance with the provisions of the Act the following convictions are now spent:

1) All convictions in the District Court for Motoring offences which are more than 7 years 
old subject to the proviso that spent convictions for dangerous driving are limited to a single 
conviction.

2) All convictions in the District Court for minor public order offences which are more than 
7 years old.

3) In addition, where a person has one, and only one, conviction (other than a motoring or 
public order offence) which resulted in a term of imprisonment of less than 12 months (or a 
fine) that conviction is spent after 7 years.  This provision applies to either a District Court or 
Circuit Court conviction.

Sexual offences or convictions in the Central Criminal Court are not eligible to become 
spent convictions.

08/06/2016WRD02850Crime Prevention

08/06/2016WRD02900114. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if and 
when she will allocate funding for the provision of closed circuit television cameras in Tullow, 
County Carlow. [14739/16]

08/06/2016WRD03000Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Section 
38 of the Garda Síochána Act, 2005 sets out the provisions governing the operation of CCTV 
schemes in public areas.  This includes the need for all such CCTV schemes to be authorised 
in writing by the Garda Commissioner.  In this context, the CCTV Advisory Committee has 
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been established to advise on all aspects of CCTV operated for the purpose of increasing public 
safety and reducing the risk of anti-social and criminal activity.

This Committee also examines applications for CCTV projects and makes appropriate rec-
ommendations having regard to the provisions of the Garda Síochána Act and the Garda Policy 
for the Operation and use of CCTV schemes.  I am informed that the Committee is not currently 
in receipt of an application to introduce a CCTV system in Tullow.

I am very conscious of the value that communities, especially rural communities, place on 
CCTV as a means of deterring crime and assisting in the detection of offenders.  With this in 
mind, I instigated a review of the effectiveness of the Community CCTV Scheme in conjunc-
tion with the Garda authorities.  The outcome of this review will inform the development of 
proposals to give effect to the Programme for a Partnership Government commitment to pro-
vide investment in CCTV systems at key locations along the road network and in urban centres.

The Deputy may also be aware that my colleague, the Minister for Environment, Commu-
nity and Local Government, made an announcement in September 2015 in relation the provi-
sion of CCTV in rural areas which is to be funded from the Rural Development Programme 
2014-2020.

08/06/2016WRD03050Criminal Assets Bureau

08/06/2016WRD03100115. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality her pro-
posals to establish a mini Criminal Assets Bureau.  [14759/16]

08/06/2016WRD03200Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy may be aware the Programme for a Partnership Government contains a commitment to 
examine how communities can better engage with the Criminal Assets Bureau including provi-
sion of information on the suspected local use of the proceeds of crime and the potential of a 
smaller Criminal Assets bureau being established to target regional assets.

This work will now be brought forward by my Department in consultation with the Criminal 
Assets Bureau and An Garda Síochána and will include an examination of the legal framework 
underpinning the work of the Bureau.

By way of background, it is worth recalling that the Bureau was established as a national 
multi-disciplinary agency specialising in the targeting of proceeds of crime.  There are very 
practical advantages to having such expertise located in one dedicated unit with the requisite 
authority to act on a national basis, particularly in a relatively small jurisdiction such as ours.

To achieve nationwide coverage, the Criminal Assets Bureau has for some considerable 
time maintained a presence in each of the Garda Divisions through the operation of the Divi-
sional Assets Profiler Programme.

Under this Programme asset profilers are providing a criminal asset profiling service across 
the Garda Divisions in relation to persons or suspects operating within the area, with particu-
lar reference to those involved in serious and organised crime.  The Bureau utilises the local 
knowledge supplied to it by the asset profilers which allows the Bureau to target the proceeds 
of crime in local communities.  They also assist the Bureau with preparatory groundwork in 
advance of a full investigation and have recourse to the expertise and advice of the Bureau.

As at end April 2016 the number of trained Garda Asset Profilers is 200 plus 15 Revenue 
Customs and 3 Social Protection trained asset profilers making a total of 218 operating through-
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out the country.

08/06/2016WRE00150Irish Prison Service

08/06/2016WRE00200116. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the measures she is taking to address criminal activity and behaviour in the 18 to 24 year age 
group; when she will publish the strategy for the Prison Service for this category of offenders, 
given that it was due to be published by 31 December 2015; if she will extend Garda youth 
diversion projects to this age group; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [14772/16]

08/06/2016WRE00300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will be aware, a range of measures are in place to address adult offending behaviour 
generally, with the work of the Irish Prison Service and Probation Service playing a central 
role in this regard.  The Joint Irish Prison Service and Probation Service Strategy, 2015-2017 
sets out how the two services will work together with their statutory, voluntary and community 
sector partners to provide a multi-agency approach to offender management and rehabilitation 
from pre- to post-imprisonment.

Insofar as young adult offenders are concerned, the Probation Service has adopted a holistic 
response to a number of categories of young adult offenders, working closely with the Irish 
Prison Service. This includes some offenders aged up to and including 21 years who are subject 
to Probation Service supervision. 

In working with these young adults the Probation Service:-

1.  Completes pre-sanction reports to the Courts to assess the level of risk and need of of-
fenders;

2.  Provides probation supervision in the community to offenders to reduce their level of 
offending behaviour;

3.  Funds, and works closely with, a variety of Community Based Organisations to address 
offenders’ criminogenic factors to reduce offending behaviour.

The Deputy may also be familiar with the Report of the Penal Policy Review Group which 
was published in September 2014.  The Review Group conducted a wide ranging strategic re-
view of penal policy taking into account relevant work already completed in the jurisdiction and 
elsewhere, the rights of those convicted of crimes and the perspective of those who are victims 
of crime and the interests of society in general.  

The Review Group’s Report contains 43 recommendations, one of which is that a pro-
gramme similar to the Youth Diversion Programme be introduced for young people above the 
age of 18 years with an initial focus on 18 to 21 year olds.  In this regard, the Review Group rec-
ommended that the relevant Departments and agencies, including An Garda Síochána, should 
immediately consult in relation to the most appropriate and effective means of targeting this 
group within the context of current and future resources.  The Irish Youth Justice Service is cur-
rently engaged with An Garda Síochána in relation to the recommendation having regard to the 
experience of the existing Diversion Programme for persons under eighteen years of age.  The 
Deputy might wish to note that the existing Diversion Programme is currently the subject of 
a comprehensive review by a group established by the Garda Commissioner.  The outcome of 
this review will assist the Irish Youth Justice Service with its detailed consideration of the Penal 
Policy Review Group’s recommendation.
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I can also inform the Deputy that I have established a Penal Policy Implementation Over-
sight Group charged with overseeing work on the Penal Review Group recommendations, in-
cluding the above. The Group is chaired by Dr. Mary Rogan, Associate Professor, School of 
Law, Trinity College who was a member of the Review Group.  I expect to receive a report from 
this group shortly setting out the state of implementation, which I intend to publish, and will 
take stock at that point of the progress being made in examining all of the recommendations 
made by the Penal Policy Review Group.

08/06/2016WRE00350Prisoner Rehabilitation Programmes

08/06/2016WRE00400117. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the improvements she would like to see in the daily routine of Irish prisoners; the resources 
she will make available for these improvements; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[14773/16]

08/06/2016WRE00500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Rule 
27(3) of the Prison Rules 2007 states “In so far as is practicable, each convicted prisoner 
should be engaged in authorised structured activity for a period of not less than five hours on 
each of five days in each week”. I am advised by the Irish Prison Service that it provides a wide 
range of rehabilitative programmes to persons in custody that include education, vocational 
training, healthcare, psychiatric, psychological, counselling, welfare and spiritual services. 
These programmes offer purposeful activity to those in custody while serving their sentences 
and encouraging them to lead law abiding lives on release.  These programmes are available in 
all prisons and all persons in custody are eligible to use the services. Each prison also has fully 
equipped gymnasium that prisoners access on a structured basis. 

In addition a total of 24 dedicated Integrated Sentence Management Coordinators are op-
erational in all prisons and open centres since March 2015.  The allocation of dedicated staff 
in each establishment greatly enhances the effectiveness of the sentence management system 
and facilitates the growing numbers of prisoners participating in the process.  A review of the 
Integrated Sentence Management process is currently underway.

The Department of Education and Skills provides an allocation of 220 whole time teacher 
equivalents in partnership with the Irish Prison Service through the Education and Training 
Boards (ETB). The focus is on providing education which is quality assured, student centred 
and facilitates lifelong learning through helping those in custody to cope with their sentence, 
achieve personal development and prepare for life after release. A broad and flexible curriculum 
is provided which ranges from basic literacy classes and peer led tutoring to Open University. 
There is an increasing focus on QQI (formerly FETAC) accreditation as the modular structure 
is suitable to the needs of students in prison.

The Irish Prison Service has also been expanding the number of accredited courses and 
opportunities available to prisoners in Work Training in recent years. Enhanced partnership 
arrangements with accrediting bodies such as City and Guilds, the Scottish Qualifications Au-
thority (SQA), and the Guild of Launders and Cleaners and the centralising of coordination and 
quality assurance arrangements have enabled the Irish Prison Service to extend the number of 
available courses and activities with certification.

The guiding principles which underpin the prisons’ work and training service are to make 
available work, work-training and other purposeful activities to those in custody.  Training ac-
tivities are chosen to give as much variety as possible and also to give opportunities for those in 
prison to acquire practical accredited skills which will help them secure employment on release.
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With regard to prisoner accommodation I am advised by the Irish Prison Service that as 
of the 12th February 2016, 98% of all prisoners have 24-hour access to toilet facilities. The 
number slopping out has decreased from 1,003 at the end of 2010 to just 56 on 7 April 2016, 
(Limerick 32 and Portlaoise 24).   

I am advised by the Irish Prison Service that construction of a new wing at Limerick prison 
is planned to commence in the first quarter of next year. The Irish Prison Service has also re-
cently finalised a business case for the construction of a replacement for the E-Block at Port-
laoise prison. Subject to the necessary approvals and the availability of finance it is hoped to 
commence construction works there in mid-2017. When these developments are complete the 
practice of slopping out will have been completely eradicated from all of the prison estate.

I am further advised that the Irish Prison Service has included a specific strategic action 
which is exclusively aimed at prisoner support in its’ Strategic Plan for 2016-2018, which I will 
be publishing later this month.

08/06/2016WRE00550Prisoner Data

08/06/2016WRE00600118. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity the number of women, by length of sentence and by the number of repeat offenders, im-
prisoned in each of the years 2012 to 2016 to date; the additional resources she is providing to 
the Irish Prison Service and the Probation Service to address this growing trend; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [14774/16]

08/06/2016WRE00700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am in-
formed by the Irish Prison Service that the number of women committed under sentence in 
2012 to 2015 categorised by length of sentence is set out in the table below, figures for 2016 are 
not yet available. 

Year 2012 Year 2013 Year 2014 Year 2015
< 3 Months 1,736 1,931 2,361 2,707
3 to < 6 Months 171 163 144 127
6 to < 12 Months 121 135 94 95
1 to < 2 Years 23 22 21 26
2 to < 3 Years 23 15 13 13
3 to < 5 Years 11 13 6 7
5 to < 10 Years 7 2 4 2
Life Sentence 0 3 1 2
Total 2,092 committals 

involving 1,860 
women

2,284 committals 
involving 2,050 
women

2,644 committals 
involving 2,408 
women

2,979 committals 
involving 2,673 
women

I am further informed by the Irish Prison Service that they do not collate information in 
relation to repeat offenders in the format requested by the Deputy. However, the Irish Prison 
Service Recidivism study for 2009 shows that 2,304 persons out of a total of 7,509 that were 
released in that year went on to re-offend within the first 6 months of release. As well as of-
fences committed after expiration of sentence, this figure also includes offences committed be-
fore their official release date and this would take account of crimes committed while on early 
release, day release, and compassionate release. It also includes offences committed while in 
custody such as assaults and possession of mobile phones.   
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These figures were produced in partnership with the Central Statistics Office using a combi-
nation of Garda Síochána and Irish Prison Service records, based on the Irish Crime Classifica-
tion System (ICCS). The study, which was published in December 2015, looked at the available 
data up to the end of 2012 to take account of the time to make a conviction and a broader 3 year 
analysis of recidivism.

In the joint Probation Service/Irish Prison Service Women’s Strategy 2014 - 2016, An Ef-
fective Response to Women Who Offend, published in 2014, the Irish Prison Service made a 
commitment to explore the development of an open centre/open conditions for women assessed 
as low risk of re-offending.

This commitment was acknowledged in the Report on the Strategic Review of Penal Policy 
who also recommended that a greater focus on step down facilities, supported accommodation, 
use of more community based open conditions for female offenders and the provision of an 
open centre for women.  

A joint Irish Prison Service/Probation Service working group considered an open centre for 
women and decided to recommend, rather than developing an open centre for women, that a 
more practical and cost effective way to address the deficit is to pursue step down facilities for 
women.

In this regard, I have given approval to the Heads of the Irish Prison Service and Probation 
Service to proceed to scope the possibilities for the development of step down units for female 
offenders and female ex-offenders.

08/06/2016WRE00750Cyberbullying Issues

08/06/2016WRE00800119. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and 
Equality if and when she plans to introduce legislation to combat cyberbullying; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [14779/16]

08/06/2016WRE00900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As set 
out in the Programme for Partnership Government, the new Government will ensure that robust 
protections are in place to fully protect children while online.

We will propose updated legislation to effectively deal with sexual offences including stron-
ger sanctions aimed at protecting children from sexual exploitation, child abuse material and 
online grooming.

The Law Reform Commission (LRC) is currently carrying out a project on Cybercrime af-
fecting personal safety, privacy and reputation, including cyberbullying.  In November 2014 
the LRC published an Issues Paper and sought the views of interested parties on the key issues 
it had identified.  In April 2015 it held a seminar to discuss these issues.  It is hoped that the 
LRC Report will be published in the coming months and its recommendations, including any 
proposals in relation to legislation, will be considered.

08/06/2016WRE00950Naturalisation Applications

08/06/2016WRE01000120. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
status of an application by a person (details supplied) for naturalisation status. [14794/16]

08/06/2016WRE01100Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am ad-
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vised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
processing of the application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the 
Deputy is ongoing and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. While most cases are now generally processed within six months, the 
nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some cases will 
take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary checks can take 
a considerable period of time.  

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

08/06/2016WRE01150Deportation Orders

08/06/2016WRE01200121. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality 
the status of an application by a person (details supplied) under the residency status scheme; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14963/16]

08/06/2016WRE01300Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am in-
formed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the 
person concerned is the subject of a Deportation Order signed on 14 August 2013. This Order 
requires the person concerned to remove themselves from the State and remain outside the 
State. Where a person fails to comply with the legal requirement to leave the State, the enforce-
ment of the Deportation Order becomes a matter for the Garda National Immigration Bureau.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

08/06/2016WRE01350Garda Deployment

08/06/2016WRE01400122. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality if and 
when she will appoint a permanent chief superintendent for the Meath division of An Garda 
Síochána, given this county’s high population and that it has been without one for some time; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14965/16]

08/06/2016WRE01500Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of 
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resources, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no 
direct role in the matter. I am assured by the Garda Commissioner that the allocation of mem-
bers is continually monitored and reviewed taking into account all relevant factors including 
crime trends, demographics, and security assessments relating to the area in question so as to 
ensure optimal use is made of Garda human resources. 

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, I have requested this information from 
the Garda Commissioner and when it is to hand I will write directly to the Deputy.

08/06/2016WRE01550Parliamentary Questions Data

08/06/2016WRE01600123. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of representations she has received from Members of the Oireachtas and the number 
of these to which she had not issued a substantive reply by 31 May 2016, by month of initial 
receipt, from 1 January 2015 to 30 April 2016; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[15041/16]

08/06/2016WRE01700Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The spe-
cific information requested by the Deputy cannot be easily derived from the main Ministerial 
Correspondence Tracking System in my Department. In particular, detailed information on the 
substance and timelines of the responses issued is not readily available from current records. 
However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, information can be provided in terms of 
the specific numbers of queries received and responded to from Members of the Oireachtas in 
the timeframe outlined.  This information is currently being collated and verified and will be 
provided directly to the Deputy inasmuch as it is readily available.

In terms of overall correspondence levels, over 9,000 individual hard copy letters and e-
mails addressed to me were logged on my Departmental correspondence system during the 
period in question. 

In addition, a dedicated email enquiry service is provided by the Irish Naturalisation and 
Immigration Service (INIS), which has been established for the exclusive use of Oireachtas 
members. 

This system processed a total of 5,327 queries/representations in the period 1 Jan 2015 to 
30 April 2016. Responses to these queries issued in all cases; in some cases seeking further 
clarification in order to assist with the query.  

08/06/2016WRE01750Garda Vetting Applications

08/06/2016WRE01800124. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality the rea-
son for the delay in An Garda Síochána vetting a person (details supplied). [15073/16]

08/06/2016WRE01900Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the 
Deputy will be aware, I have sought further information from him with regard to the person to 
whom he refers in order for the Garda Authorities to be in a position to pursue his query.  The 
Deputy should note that while the current average processing time for vetting applications is 
four weeks, in some individual cases additional enquiries may be necessary and this may result 
in processing times in excess of the average.
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08/06/2016WRE01950Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

08/06/2016WRE02000125. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance why a person registered disabled 
due to mobility has to apply for a primary medical certificate and value added tax and vehicle 
registration tax relief when purchasing a modified car; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14309/16]

08/06/2016WRE02100135. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance why he has not included mobility 
caused by cancer within the medical criteria under the disabled drivers and disabled passengers 
tax concession scheme, as in the case of a person (details supplied). [14327/16]

08/06/2016WRE02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 125 
and 135 together.

The Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme provides relief 
from VAT and VRT (up to a certain limit) on the purchase of an adapted car for transport of a 
person with specific severe and permanent physical disabilities, payment of a fuel grant, and an 
exemption from Motor Tax. 

To qualify for the Scheme an applicant must be in possession of a Primary Medical Certifi-
cate. To obtain a Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must be permanently and severely 
disabled within the terms of the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) 
Regulations 1994 and satisfy one of the following conditions:

-  be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs;

-  be wholly without the use of one leg and almost wholly without the use of the other leg 
such that the applicant is severely restricted as to movement of the lower limbs;

-  be without both hands or without both arms;

-  be without one or both legs;

-  be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost 
wholly without the use of one leg;

-  have the medical condition of dwarfism and have serious difficulties of movement of the 
lower limbs. 

The Senior Medical Officer for the relevant local Health Service Executive administrative 
area makes a professional clinical determination as to whether an individual applicant satisfies 
the medical criteria. A successful applicant is provided with a Primary Medical Certificate, 
which is required under the Regulations to claim the reliefs provided for in the Regulations. An 
unsuccessful applicant can appeal the decision of the Senior Medical Officer to the Disabled 
Drivers Medical Board of Appeal, which makes a new clinical determination in respect of the 
individual. The Regulations mandate that the Medical Board of Appeal is independent in the 
exercise of its functions to ensure the integrity of its clinical determinations. After six months a 
citizen can reapply if there is a deterioration in their condition. 

The six qualifying criteria are necessarily precise and specific to this Scheme. 

The Scheme represents a significant tax expenditure. Between the Vehicle Registration Tax 
and VAT foregone, and the repayment of excise on fuel used by members of the Scheme, the 
Scheme represented a cost of €50.3 million to the Exchequer in 2015, an increase from €48.6 
million in 2014. These figures do not include the revenue foregone to the Local Government 
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Fund in the respect of the relief from Motor Tax provided to members of the Scheme.  

Given the scale and scope of the Scheme, I have no plans to expand the medical criteria 
beyond the six currently provided for in the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax 
Concessions) Regulations 1994.

08/06/2016WRE02250Student Accommodation

08/06/2016WRE02300126. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance to consider extending the exemp-
tion of social housing from VAT to third level institutions which possess landbanks to facilitate 
them in constructing student accommodation.  [14252/16]

08/06/2016WRE02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The reduced rate of 13.5% applies to 
residential housing which includes social housing.  The provision of student accommodation 
is exempt under Irish VAT rules in accordance with Schedule 1 of the VAT Consolidation Act.  
While VAT is therefore not levied on the rents, the landlord is prohibited from recovering the 
VAT incurred on the acquisition or development of the property being let.

The zero rate of VAT (providing exemption with deductibility) cannot be applied to the 
provision of student accommodation.  The VAT rating of goods and services is subject to EU 
VAT law, primarily Council Directive 2006/112/EC, with which Irish VAT law must comply. 
The zero rate of VAT cannot be applied to any goods or services unless the zero rate applied to 
those goods and services on and from 1 January 1991.  

08/06/2016WRE02450IBRC Liquidation

08/06/2016WRE02500127. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the status of former employ-
ees of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation as creditors in the liquidation process; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14272/16]

08/06/2016WRE02600128. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if former workers at Irish 
Bank Resolution Corporation will receive four weeks’ redundancy pay less statutory pay, given 
the latest report on the liquidation of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14273/16]

08/06/2016WRE02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 127 
and 128 together.

I am advised by the Special Liquidators of IBRC that all of the preferential creditor pay-
ments to former employees of IBRC have been processed for payment. 

The unsecured creditor claims of former employees of IBRC are in the process of being 
adjudicated on by the Special Liquidators. Only valid and agreed unsecured creditor claims of 
former employees will rank for payment as an unsecured creditor of the liquidation. 

08/06/2016WRE02750IBRC Liquidation

08/06/2016WRE02800129. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the unsecured creditors at the 
Irish Bank Resolution Corporation who have applied for funds from the liquidation; the value 
of their applications; the payment in each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[14274/16]

08/06/2016WRE02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Special Liquidators 
that they are not in a position to divulge this information given the supplier / client confidential-
ity relationship and commercial sensitivities around same.

A third progress update report on the Special Liquidation of IBRC was recently published 
and is available on the Department of Finance website at http://www.finance.gov.ie/sites/de-
fault/files/Progress%20update%20report_31%20Dec%202015_0.pdf. I would like to draw the 
Deputy’s attention to pages 21-25 of this report which is a section on the creditor adjudication 
process as part of the Special Liquidation of IBRC.

08/06/2016WRE02950North-South Ministerial Council

08/06/2016WRE03000130. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance the State bodies under his remit 
which have developed memoranda of understanding with his counterpart in Northern Ireland 
with regard to the efficient delivery of services on the island of Ireland; if he has carried out a 
cost-benefit analysis of the development of further memoranda of understanding; the details of 
this; and the new memorandums of understanding he will create between State bodies given 
their remit. [14282/16]

08/06/2016WRE03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the Deputy’s question I 
would like to highlight that there are 18 bodies under the remit of my Department. I have been 
advised by those bodies that none has such Memorandums of Understanding with my coun-
terpart in Northern Ireland.  I have no plans at this point in time to develop a Memorandum of 
Understanding with my counterpart in Northern Ireland and I have not carried out a  cost/ben-
efit analysis  with regard to the development of further Memorandums of Understanding  with 
regard to the efficient delivery of services on the island of Ireland. However, if the need arises 
in the future I will review the situation and I will consult with my Government colleagues.  

Name of Body Memoranda of 
understanding in 
existence? 

Cost/benefit 
analysis being car-
ried out on further 
Memorandums of 
understanding

Details of Cost/
Benefit Analysis

Any new Memo-
randa of Under-
standing due to be 
created 

Tax Appeals Com-
mission

No N/A N/A No

C&AG’s Nil Response N/A N/A N/A
Central Bank Nil Response N/A N/A N/A
Credit Reviewer No N/a N/a No
Credit Union Advi-
sory Committee

Nil Nil Nil Nil

Credit Union Re-
structuring Board

Nil Nil Nil Nil

Disabled Drivers 
Medical Board of 
Appeal

Nil Response N/A N/A N/A

Financial Services 
Ombudsman Bu-
reau

Nil Response N/A N/A N/A

Financial Ser-
vices Ombudsman 
Council

Nil Response N/A N/A N/A
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Name of Body Memoranda of 
understanding in 
existence? 

Cost/benefit 
analysis being car-
ried out on further 
Memorandums of 
understanding

Details of Cost/
Benefit Analysis

Any new Memo-
randa of Under-
standing due to be 
created 

Investor Compensa-
tion Company Ltd.

Nil Response N/A N/A N/A

Irish Bank Resolu-
tion Corporation

Not applicable N/a N/A N/A

Irish Financial 
Services Appeals 
Tribunal

Nil Response N/A N/A N/A

Irish Fiscal Advi-
sory Council

Nil Response N/A N/A N/A

National As-
set Management 
Agency

Nil - - -

National Treasury 
Management Agen-
cy (The Board)

Ni - - -

Office of the 
Revenue Commis-
sioners

Nil Response N/A N/A N/A

Social Finance 
Foundation

Nil Response N/A N/A N/A

Strategic Bank-
ing Corporation of 
Ireland

Nil Response N/A N/A N/A

08/06/2016WRE03150Property Tax Deferrals

08/06/2016WRE03200131. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Finance if a person (details supplied) 
can get a deferral of the local property tax based on personal circumstances; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14294/16]

08/06/2016WRE03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that direct 
contact has been made with the person concerned. Supporting documentation is now awaited 
so that entitlement for deferral from Local Property Tax (LPT) can be fully considered by Rev-
enue. 

08/06/2016WRE03350Home Repossessions

08/06/2016WRE03400132. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a matter (de-
tails supplied) regarding a repossession. [14295/16]

08/06/2016WRE03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  As the deputy will understand, it would 
be inappropriate for me to comment on individual cases, or to intervene in any dispute that re-
mains the subject of ongoing legal proceedings. The Relationship Framework in place between 
the State and the institution concerned also ensures that I cannot interfere in the day to day run-
ning of that organisation.

If the Deputy has concerns about the manner in which this case was conducted, it would be 
appropriate for him to raise the issue with the Department of Justice.
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08/06/2016WRF00150Banking Sector

08/06/2016WRF00200133. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the amount of annual manage-
ment fees on apartments and the amount overdue by each State backed bank. [14307/16]

08/06/2016WRF00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the deputy will be aware, I have no 
role in the day-to-day running of the banks in which the State is a shareholder. These institu-
tions are run on an independent and commercial basis and the details of the formal relationship 
between my Department and these institutions are set out in the respective Relationship Frame-
work Agreements, which can be found via the following links.

AIB: http://finance.gov.ie/sites/default/files/Allied-Irish-Banks1.pdf 

      PTSB: http://finance.gov.ie/sites/default/files/Relationship%20Frameworks%20for%20
the%20Irish%20Banks%20Irish%20Life%20and%20Permanent.pdf 

BOI: http://www.finance.gov.ie/sites/default/files/Bank-of-Ireland1_0.pdf

However, my officials requested and received comment from each of the banks in which we 
have a stake, on the question raised by the deputy.

AIB have informed me that for commercial reasons they do not disclose the amount of 
management fees payable. However, they advise that it is AIB’s policy to appoint managing 
agents to assets in the ownership of the bank, and all appointed agents are instructed to ensure 
all fees - including management fees - associated with the relevant properties are discharged in 
a timely and appropriate manner.

PTSB have advised that in the case of apartments in possession, the bank discharges man-
agement fees owing only on completion of any sale. On average in 2015 there was €6,353 due 
in the form of management fees per apartment sold. This includes fees owing from the original 
owner and from the bank which is responsible for management fees incurred from when pos-
session occurs. PTSB have also advised that on taking possession of a property the bank will 
place the unit on the market for sale once clear marketable title is confirmed by the conveyanc-
ing solicitor and the selling agent has advised that the property is ready for marketing. Once an 
offer has been accepted the bank will seek to close the sale in a timely manner.

Bank of Ireland advise that the information requested is not disclosable, but that Table 5a on 
page 370 of Bank of Ireland’s annual report for 2015 provides details of properties in posses-
sion at December 31 2015 from Bank of Ireland’s Irish mortgage loan book.

08/06/2016WRF00350Ministerial Briefing

08/06/2016WRF00400134. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has pre-
pared a ministerial briefing paper; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14324/16]

08/06/2016WRF00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  In response to Deputy McGrath’s ques-
tion, I would like to inform him that a briefing document was prepared by officials in the De-
partment of Finance and was presented to both myself and the Minister of State. This document 
has been published on the Department of Finance website with some content redacted in line 
with the Freedom of Information Act, 2014. I have included a link to the document for the Dep-
uty’s convenience: www.finance.gov.ie/news-centre/publications/minister-noonans-brief-2016.

  Question No. 135 answered with Question No. 125.
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08/06/2016WRF00650Data Collection

08/06/2016WRF00700136. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance if he is satisfied with the level 
of data that is collected on the issues which come under his Department’s remit; the steps he 
will take to work with the administration in Northern Ireland to collect data under his aegis on 
a North-South basis; the budgets he will put in place to undertake this work (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14441/16]

08/06/2016WRF00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): For my Department, this relates to sta-
tistics on the economy which, for the most part, are the responsibility of the CSO.  I under-
stand that the Central Statistics Office (CSO) and the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research 
Agency (NISRA) work closely together on topics of common interest. This includes regular 
meetings and exchange of best practice on current methods for collection and processing of 
Census of Population, Business and Tourism statistics.

Joint publications by CSO and NISRA include “Census 2011: Ireland and Northern Ire-
land”, “Visitors to Ireland and Northern Ireland 2014: A statistical profile of tourism”, and the 
thematic report “Ireland North and South - A Statistical Profile”.  The All-Island Tourism Sta-
tistics Liaison Group, which meets twice per year, is jointly chaired by CSO and NISRA and 
includes membership from the relevant agencies North and South. Both the CSO and NISRA 
work within standards and definitions set by EU statistical legislation and this helps to assure 
comparability of statistics in joint thematic publications and comparability between the regular 
statistics published by the two organisations.  

It is important to note that the CSO is an independent office under the aegis of the Depart-
ment of Taoiseach which accordingly is responsible for all budgetary matters related to the 
CSO.

08/06/2016WRF00850Capital Allowances

08/06/2016WRF00900137. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Finance the number of residen-
tial units which have been the subject of applications for capital gains tax relief, which was 
introduced in budget 2012 and applied to property for the first seven years of ownership for 
properties bought between 7 December 2011 and the end of 2014, where the property is held 
for more than seven years. [14521/16]

08/06/2016WRF01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that as this scheme was only introduced in Budget and Finance Act 2012, and to qualify 
for the relief an individual must hold the property for seven years, it is not yet possible for any 
application to be made for relief under the scheme, nor is it possible to estimate how many ap-
plications will be made in the future.

08/06/2016WRF01050Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland Data

08/06/2016WRF01100138. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance to provide a breakdown by 
county of all Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland funding drawn date to date. [14523/16]

08/06/2016WRF01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Strategic Banking Corporation of 
Ireland (SBCI) began lending in March 2015. Its goal is to increase the provision of funding to 
SMEs at a lower cost and on more flexible terms than has been available in recent times in the 
Irish Market. The SBCI channels its funds through lending partners known as on-lenders. The 



Questions - Written Answers

50

SBCI currently has three bank and three non-bank on-lending partners. 

The SBCI publishes results biannually. To the end of December 2015, The SBCI has lent 
just under €172 million to circa 4,600 SMEs. The average loan size was €37,000 and the loans 
were for a variety of purposes including investment, lease and hire purchase, working capital 
and refinancing. The SBCI will publish results for the first half of 2016 in July.

The SMEs who received SBCI loans were from a variety of business sectors. 85% of loans, 
by volume, were to SMEs based outside of Dublin.  (West 13%, Midlands 7%, Mid-West 14%, 
South West 19%, South East 11%, Mid-East 10%, Border Region 11%). 

The following table contains a breakdown of SBCI lending, by value, for each region to end 
of December 2015:

 West Midlands Mid-West South-
West

Border Mid-East Dublin 
Region

South-East Total

Total 15,472,929 7,929,896 18,548,522 32,488,184 17,081,333 15,982,072 44,191,367 20,305,427 171,999,730

08/06/2016WRF01250Mortgage Lending

08/06/2016WRF01300139. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Finance the measures he is taking to 
assist first-time buyers; if he is aware that some banks are insisting on a 20% deposit in the case 
of first-time buyers purchasing a one-bedroom apartment in the north Dublin area; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14524/16]

08/06/2016WRF01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Primary responsibility for the broad 
scope of housing policy is a matter for my colleague Simon Coveney TD, Minister for Hous-
ing, Planning and Local Government.  He is developing an Action Plan for Housing and, hav-
ing regard to the number of Departments and agencies which will have an involvement in 
that Plan, its formulation and implementation will be overseen by An Taoiseach and the new 
Government Committee on Housing.  As indicated in the Programme for a Partnership Govern-
ment (PfPG), this Action Plan will be a collaborative process and will draw on the work of the 
Oireachtas Committee on Housing and Homelessness as well as the actions laid out in the PfPG 
itself.  

The Central Bank is independent in the formulation and implementation of macro pruden-
tial policy.  The existing macro prudential measures for residential mortgages lending, which 
were introduced last year, adopted a general 80% loan to value (LTV) mortgage threshold for 
primary dwelling residential lending purposes but they also had regard to the particular situa-
tion of first time buyers and provided for a 90% LTV threshold for such borrowers in respect 
of the value of a property up to €220,000.  Nevertheless, subject to compliance with the overall 
constraints of the macro prudential measures (and also other relevant regulatory requirements), 
it remains a commercial matter for individual lenders to set their own lending policies and to 
make their own individual lending decisions.  However, as the Deputy will be aware, the Cen-
tral Bank will carry out a review of the current macro prudential rules later this year and that the 
Bank has indicated that the existing measures can be recalibrated if the evidence suggests that 
such an adjustment would be warranted.  It is recognised in the PfPG that some first time buy-
ers may face difficulties in accessing mortgage finance to purchase a house and to that end the 
PfPG, as one of the range of measures in the area of housing, commits the Government to work 
with the Central Bank, as part of its up-coming review of its mortgage lending limits, to develop 
a new “Help to Buy” scheme to ensure availability of adequate, affordable mortgage finance or 
mortgage insurance for first time buyers as new housing output comes on-stream.       

From a taxation perspective, the PfPG also makes reference to a “temporary targeted reduc-
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tion of the rate of VAT from 13.5% to 9% on new, affordable houses and apartments, both pub-
lic and private, timed to generate the maximum impact on supply and to target principally the 
purchasers of affordable homes”.  However, I understand that such a VAT amendment would 
be very complicated to implement and may not deliver the relief to the purchaser, but instead 
would be absorbed by the builder. As the proposal is aimed at targeting the affordability of 
homes from the position of the purchasers, I do not believe such a VAT amendment would be of 
assistance.  As an alternative, and as I stated at the Oireachtas Committee on Housing recently, 
I have asked my Department to examine an approach through the income tax system, perhaps 
similar to the Home Renovation Incentive, in which relief could be provided to home purchas-
ers.  

It should also be noted that section 266A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 provides for 
refunds of deposit interest retention tax (DIRT) to first-time buyers who purchase or self-build a 
property for occupation as their home. The property must be purchased or self-built between 14 
October 2014 and 31 December 2017. A first-time buyer who has either individually or jointly 
with any other person previously purchased or built a property is not eligible for a DIRT refund. 
The amount of the refund is capped at the DIRT paid on savings of up to a maximum of 20% of 
the purchase price or, in the case of a self-built property, up to 20% of the market value of the 
completed property. 

08/06/2016WRF01450IBRC Liquidation

08/06/2016WRF01500140. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the steps he will take to ensure 
persons receive their agreed entitlements in respect of the non-payment of agreed redundancy 
pay to former IBRC staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14529/16]

08/06/2016WRF01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Special Liquidators 
of IBRC that all of the preferential creditor payments to former employees of IBRC have been 
processed for payment.

I am advised that the unsecured creditor claims of former employees of IBRC are in the 
process of being adjudicated on by the Special Liquidators. Only valid and agreed unsecured 
creditor claims of former employees will rank for payment as an unsecured creditor of the liq-
uidation. 

08/06/2016WRF01650Property Tax Exemptions

08/06/2016WRF01700141. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance the reason a person (details sup-
plied) has been informed that a property will only be exempt from local property tax with effect 
from 1 November 2016 and that the exemption will apply for the years 2017 to 2022, given that 
the person is in possession of certificates of damage dated 9 April 2014 and 30 January 2015. 
[14625/16]

08/06/2016WRF01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that the prop-
erty in question, in accordance with the Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Act 2015, 
qualifies for an exemption from Local Property Tax (LPT) on foot of pyritic damage. The prop-
erty was accepted into the Pyrite Remediation Scheme on 1 April 2016 and is therefore eligible 
for the exemption for the next six years starting in 2017 and running until 2022. 

The person concerned also applied for the exemption in respect of the years 2012-2016 
(including arrears of Household Charge) but has not yet provided the necessary supporting 



Questions - Written Answers

52

documentation. When that documentation is provided to Revenue the matter will be considered 
further.

08/06/2016WRF01850Banking Sector

08/06/2016WRF01900142. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of contracts a 
building society (details supplied) has terminated in respect of agents who were selling prod-
ucts on its behalf in towns and villages around the country in respect of each of the past six 
years; the selection criteria used by the society in respect of these decisions and the process 
involved; if this was as a result of a change in the business model of the society; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14652/16]

08/06/2016WRF02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the deputy is aware, EBS is a subsid-
iary of AIB, which it acquired in July 2011. Notwithstanding the State’s shareholding in AIB, 
the deputy will understand that I have no role in the day-to-day to day management of either 
institution. All decisions on strategy or personnel are therefore solely a matter for the manage-
ment teams of AIB and EBS. The arms-length relationship between the Minister and the bank 
are set out in the Relationship Framework Agreement, which can be found here: http://finance.
gov.ie/sites/default/files/Allied-Irish-Banks1.pdf.

When AIB acquired EBS, it had 90 agency offices. The bank has confirmed to my officials 
that at December 2015 EBS had 71 agency offices. AIB advise that the reduction in the number 
of agency offices was a consequence of the rationalisation of the EBS distribution network in 
response to business needs and market demand. Moreover, AIB does not deem it appropriate to 
comment further at this time as there are a small number of former agents in litigation against 
the bank in respect of the termination of their agencies.

08/06/2016WRF02050Tax Reliefs Costs

08/06/2016WRF02100143. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance to consider allowing tax relief 
for dental procedures and if he has estimated the cost to the Exchequer should this be done; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14664/16]

08/06/2016WRF02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): A breakdown of the estimated cost of 
tax relief for dental expenses alone is not available. However, the cost of the claims for tax 
relief on health expenses, which includes medical and dental expenses, in 2014 (the most re-
cent tax year for which data are currently available), is estimated to be in the order of €146 
million. Figures in relation to previous tax years are available on the Revenue Commissioners’ 
statistics webpage at  www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/index.html. This information can be 
found under the heading Cost of Tax Expenditures (Credits, Allowances and Reliefs), at www.
revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/costs-expenditures.html. Updates will be published on Commis-
sioners’ website in due course.

As the Deputy is aware, routine dental treatment such as the extraction, scaling and filling 
of teeth and the provision and repairing of artificial teeth or dentures is currently excluded from 
the relief. As a result, information on expenses in relation to routine dental treatment is not re-
quired to be returned to Revenue. As Revenue have no data on the treatment cost or potential 
number of claims it is not possible to provide the estimated cost the Deputy requested.

The Deputy may however be aware that the State already provides some support to those 
who require dental treatment through the schemes detailed below:
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(i) Treatment Benefits from the Department of Social Protection. It is my understanding that 
this scheme is available to insured workers and retired people who have the required number 
of PRSI contributions. The benefit under this scheme provides for an oral examination for a 
qualifying individual once per calendar year.

(ii) The Dental Treatment Services Scheme (DTSS) provides access to dental treatment for 
adult medical card holders (over 16 years of age). A free oral examination every calendar year 
and free emergency dental treatment for relief of pain and sepsis are available to all eligible 
patients. This includes 2 fillings per annum and all extractions. 

The DTSS provides treatment for periodontal/gum disease in cases where care is especially 
warranted. This includes clients who are pregnant, have diabetes or immuno-compromising 
conditions, or require relevant surgical procedures such as cardiac surgery and joint replace-
ments. Approval for periodontal treatment may be given by the local Principal Dental Surgeon 
for these and other high risk or special needs groups.

Further information in relation to these two schemes is available from my colleagues, the 
Minister for Social Protection and the Minister for Health respectively. 

The restriction of the Treatment Benefit scheme as it relates to dental treatment in 2010 was 
expected to lead to savings of €37.5 million. To provide tax relief for routine dental treatment 
would serve to negate some of the savings achieved from that policy change. Given the existing 
supports available, particularly for those on low incomes through their access via the medical 
card, I am not predisposed to expanding the tax relief available for health expenses to include 
expenses associated with routine dental treatment. However, I will have the Deputy’s sugges-
tion examined and will consider it as part of my deliberations for the next Budget.

08/06/2016WRF02250Mortgage Lending

08/06/2016WRF02300144. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the Central Bank intends to 
carry out any public consultation on the issue of high standard variable rates on mortgages; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14685/16]

08/06/2016WRF02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has informed me that 
it does not have a statutory role to prescribe the rates that mortgage lenders charge on their 
loans and have expressed reservations previously on being granted such powers. Accordingly, 
the Central Bank does not intend carrying out any such public consultation as mentioned in the 
Deputy’s question.

The Central Bank contend that a healthy commercial banking system that is in a posi-
tion to provide finance to customers and is resilient to economic and financial market shocks, 
needs to be able to generate sustainable profits over the long term - for example, sufficient profit 
levels to absorb credit losses over the credit cycle while still generating capital.  The Central 
Bank believe that in Ireland, the mispricing of risks in historical lending continues to be a sig-
nificant contributor to weak profitability, as evidenced  by the continued high level of non-per-
forming loans (23% as at 31 December 2015), prevalence of very low  yielding tracker mortgag-
es (50% of the value of all outstanding mortgage loans in Ireland), and low net interest margins.

Further, the Central Bank has pointed out that the residential mortgage market compris-
es, inter alia, fixed interest rate, loan to value managed variable rate mortgages, trackers, re-
structured mortgages of various types, etc. Therefore, the residential mortgage  market cannot 
be assessed by only looking at standard variable rate mortgages, and any assessment, would 
need to consider the large number of different factors that influence interest rate pricing.  
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These legacy issues, together with other input costs to variable rate mortgage pricing were 
outlined in a paper which the Central Bank provided to me in May 2015.  In this paper the Bank 
outlined that these include higher costs from credit losses; higher funding costs; higher levels 
of capital resulting from regulatory changes; higher required capital per euro of risk given the 
severe loss experience in the crisis; higher operating cost per euro of loans given falling balance 
sheets and the fixed cost base that comes with the infrastructure requirements of large retail 
banks.

The Central Bank has informed me that it does require that all mortgages are advertised and 
sold in accordance with the requirements of financial services legislation (including Central 
Bank Codes), and that consumers who choose a given mortgage product (or to switch to a new 
product) are treated in accordance with these requirements in the context of the product they 
have chosen. The related Central Bank work is evidenced most recently by the commencement 
of its examination of tracker related issues.

I have been advised by the Central Bank that it is also currently in the final stages of con-
sidering responses to a public consultation on a number of measures to increase the level of 
transparency of variable rate mortgages of the nature referenced in the question and, thereby, 
facilitating consumer choices (see “Protections for Variable Rate Mortgage Holders” (CP98) 
which is available at: www.centralbank.ie/regulation/poldocs/consultation-papers/Documents/
CP98/CP98%20Consultation%20on%20Increased%20Protections%20for%20Variable%20
Rate%20Mortgage%20Holders.pdf).

Finally, the Central Bank has carried out research, which showed the scope for borrowers 
to save money by switching mortgages and the Competition and Consumer Protection Com-
mission has launched a mortgage switching tool for consumers to compare rates charged across 
institutions.  The Central Bank has advised that it plans further research on switching in 2016.

In the present environment, where we are seeing lenders reduce rates and introduce offers 
specifically targeted at the switcher market, I have encouraged borrowers to contact their bank 
to see what is available to them in their circumstances or consider moving to another bank, 
where possible, if the offer is not satisfactory. 

08/06/2016WRF02450Employment Investment Incentive Scheme

08/06/2016WRF02500145. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Finance his plans to review the 
employment investment incentive scheme, EII, so as to ensure that any incentives it provides 
are at least equivalent to incentives available under the seed enterprise investment scheme, 
SEIS, in Britain; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14689/16]

08/06/2016WRF02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy may be aware that a com-
prehensive review of the Employment and Investment Incentive (EII) and Seed Capital Scheme 
(SCS) was carried out by my Department in 2014. A public consultation was included as part of 
the process and a report of the review was published on the Department’s website, which can be 
accessed at www.budget.gov.ie/Budgets/2015/Documents/EII_Report_pub.pdf. 

As a result of the review, a number of changes to the EII were made, which following receipt 
of EU state aid approval, came into effect from 13 October 2015. These changes included an 
increase in the amount that can be raised by a company in a 12 month period from €2.5 million 
to €5 million and an increase in the lifetime limit per company from €10 million to €15 million. 
The EII is generally available to all micro, small and medium-sized companies. The maximum 
relief available to an investor is 40% (the top rate of income tax) of the amount invested, subject 
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to a maximum investment amount of €150,000 per annum per investor.

In contrast, the UK Seed Enterprise Scheme (SEIS) is targeted specifically at Start-Ups and 
permits a company to raise a maximum of £150,000 in total. While an investor can claim tax 
relief at a rate of 50% on their investment, the maximum investment permitted per annum is 
£100,000. Relief from CGT on any increase in the value of the shares is also provided in certain 
circumstances.

Recent statistics provided to me by the Revenue Commissioners indicate that the level of 
investments made under EII has increased significantly in recent years. In 2015, companies 
raised over €80 million through EII and more than three quarters of that funding was raised by 
micro-enterprises. The overall level of funding raised increased by almost 30% in a single year. 
Therefore, I am not convinced that the provision of additional incentives would be appropri-
ate at the current time. My officials will however, analyse the level of job creation among firms 
availing of EII in advance of Budget 2017. Should any change be warranted, it will be consid-
ered as part of my preparations for the Budget and the Finance Bill.

The Deputy may also be aware that as part of Budget 2016, I announced the introduction of 
a revised CGT entrepreneur relief, which allows for a reduced 20% rate of CGT to be paid on 
the disposal of qualifying business assets up to a lifetime limit of €1 million of qualifying gains 
with effect from 1 January 2016. This relief is not restricted to new businesses but to be eligible 
for the relief there is a requirement, among other conditions, that the person must have been 
working in the business as a director or employee.

08/06/2016WRF02650Tax Reliefs Application

08/06/2016WRF02700146. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Finance if it is possible to 
claim tax back under any scheme, such as the Med 1 scheme or otherwise, operated by his De-
partment and the Revenue Commissioners, for counselling, psychiatric treatment or any other 
such forms of therapy; if not, if he will consider such an approach; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [14713/16]

08/06/2016WRF02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Tax relief in respect of health expenses 
is provided for in section 469 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997. Section 469 defines “health 
expenses” to mean “expenses in respect of the provision of health care [including] the services 
of a practitioner”. 

A practitioner is defined in the section as “any person who is 

(a) registered in the register established under section 43 of the Medical Practitioners Act 
2007,

(b) registered in the register established under section 26 of the Dentists Act, 1985, or,

(c) in relation to health care provided outside the State, entitled under the laws of the coun-
try in which the care is provided to practice medicine or dentistry there”.

In the case of counselling, psychiatric treatment or other forms of therapy, relief can only be 
allowed in circumstances where the practitioner administering the therapy is a qualified practi-
tioner as defined above. 

It is my understanding that there can be significant differences in the level of qualifications 
and/or clinical training undertaken by individuals who provide counselling services and who are 
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not registered, as required by the legislation. I have requested that my officials, in liaison with 
officials in the Department of Health, explore whether the definition of “practitioner” could be 
amended in a way which could encompass individuals with relevant training and expertise in 
the field of psychotherapy and/or counselling.

08/06/2016WRF02850Pension Provisions

08/06/2016WRF02900147. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Finance if he is considering permitting 
those who have paid into private pension funds to release moneys from those funds in certain 
circumstances before they reach 65 years of age, particularly in the context of debt issues and 
difficulties experienced by the self-employed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14732/16]

08/06/2016WRF03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The State encourages individuals to put 
funds aside for their retirement by incentivising such savings through the tax system. Ongoing 
contributions to Revenue- approved pension schemes and personal pension plans are exempt 
from income tax (within limits) while the investment growth of such schemes and plans are 
also tax exempt. Retirement benefits are taxable at drawdown at normal retirement age with the 
exception of the permissible tax-free retirement lump sum.  

These concessionary tax treatments are not available to other savings arrangements. This 
is because pre-retirement access to the benefits from pension schemes or plans is generally not 
permitted, as these arrangements (and the associated tax reliefs on contributions and pension 
fund growth) are designed to facilitate long term savings based on the principle that the benefits 
will be locked away to help fund an adequate income in retirement. 

The point at which pension savings can be accessed varies according to the type of savings 
vehicle and, in the case of occupational schemes, the schemes particular rules. It may be worth 
noting, however, that in many cases it is possible to access pension savings before the age of 
65 and in some cases they can in fact be accessed from age 50. It can also be possible to access 
savings early on grounds of ill health. I do not currently have any plans to extend the range of 
circumstances in which pension savings can be accessed early.

08/06/2016WRF03050International Bodies Membership

08/06/2016WRF03100148. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the date Ireland applied to join 
the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and the process by which it was decided to apply; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14763/16]

08/06/2016WRF03200149. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance to list the external advisers 
consulted and any remuneration paid to them for advice regarding the State’s involvement 
in the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14764/16]

08/06/2016WRF03300150. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the share and voting rights 
Ireland will enjoy in the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14765/16]

08/06/2016WRF03400151. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the calculations that have been 
made as to what Ireland’s initial and recurring contribution to the Asian Infrastructure Invest-
ment Bank will be; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14766/16]
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08/06/2016WRF03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 148 to 
151, inclusive, together.

Following a Government Decision of 15 December, 2015, that gave approval for a formal 
membership application to be made to the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), I wrote 
to the Bank at the end of December, 2015, to notify it of Ireland’s application for membership.  
This is the process required for the membership of any International Financial Institution such 
as the AIIB.  It was also the process advised by the AIIB to my officials.  

Ireland’s interest in AIIB membership is primarily based on geopolitical, and economic con-
siderations, including trade relations with China and the wider Asian economy. Over the past 
15 years, Ireland has increased its engagement with Asia, and particularly China, the world’s 
second largest economy, in a broad number of areas.  Bilateral trade has grown in significance 
and, in 2014, Ireland’s total trade with China was worth over €8 billion. Ireland’s priorities 
relate to bilateral trade and investment, particularly: higher education; agrifood; tourism; and 
aviation-financing sectors.

 While there was extensive cross-departmental discussion between the Departments of Fi-
nance and Foreign Affairs and Trade regarding Ireland’s interest in the AIIB, no external advis-
ers were involved, consulted or paid.

As the process of Ireland’s application for membership is still ongoing, Ireland’s potential 
share and voting rights in the AIIB remain subject to future negotiations with the Bank fol-
lowing consideration between the existing founding members of the AIIB and the AIIB itself.  
This is also the case for other applicant countries.  The potential share and voting rights which 
emerge out of the engagement with the AIIB will be subject to subsequent consideration by the 
Government.

Nevertheless, based on an assumption about the level and cost of a shareholding that might 
apply in Ireland’s case, a provisional, initial calculation has been undertaken which estimates 
that Ireland’s membership of the AIIB could result in a charge of some €50m on the Exchequer 
based on projected annual payments of €10m per annum for five years.  This estimate is based 
on an assumption that the shareholding costs would be calculated on the same basis as our IMF 
shareholding and it would be comparable to countries with a similar-sized economy.

08/06/2016WRG00200EU Directives

08/06/2016WRG00300152. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance how Ireland used the discre-
tion available under the mortgage credit directive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14808/16]

08/06/2016WRG00400153. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he is aware of concerns that 
the mortgage credit directive has increased the difficulty for those who live in the Six Coun-
ties getting a mortgage here and for returned emigrants to acquire a mortgage here because of 
chapter 9, Article 23 of the directive; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14809/16]

08/06/2016WRG00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 152 
and 153 together.

The Mortgage Credit Directive was transposed into Irish law by the European Union (Con-
sumer Mortgage Credit Agreements) Regulations 2016 - SI 142 of 2016 (http://www.irishstat-
utebook.ie/eli/2016/si/142/made/en/pdf).
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The Member State discretions contained in the Directive were the subject of a public con-
sultation process in Ireland and the submissions received in that process, together with my 
decision on each of the those discretions, were published on my Department’s website in July 
2015 (subject to a subsequent adjustment to one decision as also published on the Department’s 
website in March 2016).  The full details on this is attached (http://www.finance.gov.ie/what-
we-do/banking-financial-services/mortgage-creditdebit/mortgage-credit-debt) and the respec-
tive decisions were incorporated, where necessary, into the transposing Regulations.

Having regard to the potential risks for consumer borrowers associated with foreign cur-
rency mortgages, the Directive provides for a common minimum regulatory framework to ap-
ply to such loans on a European wide basis.  In particular, it provides that, at the time a foreign 
currency mortgage agreement is concluded, the consumer will have the right to convert the 
foreign currency loan into an alternative currency or that other arrangements be in place to limit 
the exchange rate risk to which the consumer is exposed under such a credit agreement.  This is 
a mandatory requirement of the Directive and the transposing Regulations provide that a credi-
tor shall ensure that at least one of these options is now available to a consumer when taking 
out a foreign currency mortgage loan.  The Directive also gave a discretion to Member States 
to further regulate foreign currency mortgage loans, but the general view arising from the con-
sultation process was that no further regulation of such loans should be made at this time and, 
therefore, I decided not to avail of that discretion when transposing Regulations.  However, that 
will not preclude the adoption of such further regulatory measures on foreign currency mort-
gages at a future point if considered appropriate, provided that it would be consistent with the 
provisions of the Mortgage Credit Directive and EU law more generally.

It is accepted that these new provisions will impose some additional regulatory require-
ments on Irish banks who provide foreign currency mortgage loans, but this will also need to be 
considered against the additional protections which will now apply to consumers who enter into 
such agreements.  While it is a commercial matter for individual lenders to decide on the type 
and nature of credit it wishes to offer to consumers in general or in any individual case, I would 
nevertheless expect that lenders should be in a position to adjust their systems and practices to 
take on board evolving legal and regulatory developments in the mortgage area, including those 
as set out in the Mortgage Credit Directive, which have a primary objective of increasing the 
protections available to consumer mortgage borrowers.

08/06/2016WRG00600Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland Data

08/06/2016WRG00700154. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Finance the precise number and per-
centage of small and medium enterprises refused funding for the Strategic Banking Corporation 
of Ireland scheme in each of the eight stated regions in 2015; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14978/16]

08/06/2016WRG00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Strategic Banking Corporation of 
Ireland (SBCI) does not lend directly to SMEs. It uses a network of lending partners known as 
‘on lenders’ to make its funds available to eligible businesses. The SBCI commenced lending 
via its initial on lending partners in March 2015.  To the end of December 2015, in the first 10 
months of its operation, the SBCI has ensured that almost €172 million has been lent to c. 4,600 
SMEs with broad coverage across various business sectors and in all regions of the country.

The current on lending partners of the SBCI are: AIB, Bank of Ireland, Ulster Bank, Finance 
Ireland, First Citizen and Merrion Fleet Management. In the first instance, SMEs apply to one 
of these six on lenders who carry out a credit approval assessment on the loan applications. 
Where a loan application does not meet the credit underwriting requirements of the on lender, 



8 June 2016

59

the SBCI is not advised of the application or its outcome. Consequently, it is therefore not pos-
sible to report on applications refused at this point in the process.

If a loan application meets the on lender’s credit underwriting requirements it will also be 
assessed, by the on lender, to examine whether or not it meets the SBCI’s eligibility require-
ments.

 The three main criteria for SBCI eligibility are:

1.  That the activity of the borrower is eligible for SBCI funding

2.  That the borrower is an eligible SME under the EU definition of an SME

3.  That the borrower is eligible under EU State Aid rules

If the on lender considers that the application meets the above eligibility requirements it is 
submitted to the SBCI. The SBCI will then review the application to ensure that its eligibility 
criteria are met.  In a small number of cases, the SBCI has refused applications on eligibility 
grounds. To the end of May 2016, the SBCI has refused a total of 23 applications submitted to 
it by on lenders. These refusals were for various eligibility reasons and represent c.0.3% of the 
total applications received by the SBCI since its inception.  As the number of refusals is low, it 
is not possible to provide a regional breakdown as to do so may potentially identify the SMEs 
involved.

It should be noted that, even where a borrower does not meet the SBCI’s criteria, it is open 
to the on lender to provide the loan using its usual funding sources.

08/06/2016WRG00900Vehicle Registration

08/06/2016WRG01000155. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Finance the paperwork that needs to be 
presented to the Revenue Commissioners for a passenger vehicle that has been converted to a 
crew cab in order to avail of the 13% vehicle registration tax. [15011/16]

08/06/2016WRG01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that, as a mini-
mum, the documentation required to show a vehicle meets the criteria for the 13.3% vehicle 
registration tax rate depends on whether the vehicle is a new unregistered vehicle or if it is a 
previously registered vehicle.

If the vehicle has not been registered previously in any jurisdiction, a ‘type approval certifi-
cate’ is the documentation required.  This is issued by a national type approval authority such as 
the National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI). If the vehicle has been converted since its 
most recent registration a ‘Declaration of Conversion’ by the owner and by a suitably qualified 
individual, supported by a NSAI report given by an approved test centre, is the documentation 
required.

Revenue may require further information as part of its consideration of the matter, depend-
ing on the circumstances of any particular case.

08/06/2016WRG01200Ministerial Correspondence

08/06/2016WRG01300156. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance the number of representations 
he has received from Members of the Oireachtas and the number of these to which he had not 
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issued a substantive reply by 31 May 2016, by month of initial receipt, from 1 January 2015 to 
30 April 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15037/16]

08/06/2016WRG01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the Deputy’s question I 
have provided a table which identifies the number of representations received from Members 
of the Oireachtas from 1 January 2015 to 30 April 2016.  As is evident from the figures a large 
number of representations were received and an acknowledgement/initial response to such rep-
resentations are issued upon receipt. Where a more detailed response is warranted and appropri-
ate, this Department endeavours to prepare a response for issue as soon as possible.

Representations to the Minister for Finance from Members of the Oireachtas

1 January 2015 to 30 April 2016

2015 

Month Reps Received Reps Answered Substantive Reply not issued
January 44 39 5
February 70 64 6
March 64 58 8
April 108 99 9
May 71 64 7
June 117 102 15
July 129 117 12
August 110 105 5
September 201 193 8
October 203 182 21
November 109 91 18
December 64 58 8
TOTAL  1290 1172 122

2016

Month Reps Received Reps Answered Substantive Reply not issued
January 54 47 7
February 39 30 9
March 20 15 5
April 29 21 8
TOTAL  142 113 29

08/06/2016WRG01500Credit Union Services

08/06/2016WRG01600157. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Finance if he supports the roll-
out of debit cards by credit unions as per the programme for Government; if he will ensure that 
the Central Bank supports this initiative by the credit union movement; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15048/16]

08/06/2016WRG01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In its Programme for Government, this 
Government is very clear on its support of the invaluable role of credit unions in Ireland and 
specifically supports credit unions moving towards more electronic and on-line services, in-
cluding the rollout of debit cards and enhanced on-line financial services.  
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My role as Minister for Finance is to ensure that the legal framework for credit unions is 
appropriate for the effective operation and supervision of credit unions.

The Registrar of Credit Unions at the Central Bank is the independent regulator for credit 
unions.  Within her independent regulatory discretion, the Registrar acts to support the pruden-
tial soundness of individual credit unions, to maintain sector stability and to protect the savings 
of credit union members.

The Credit Union Act  1997 (1997 Act) and related statutory instruments set out the ser-
vices that a credit union may provide to its members. Where a credit union wishes to provide 
services to its members, in addition to the services that are provided for under the 1997 Act, an 
application may be made to the Central Bank for approval to provide such additional services 
in accordance with the provisions set out in sections 48 to 51 of the 1997 Act.

Both this Government and the Central Bank are supportive of credit unions developing ad-
ditional services. The Central Bank informs me that is open to working with credit unions to 
ensure that prudent and appropriate development of the business model can be facilitated within 
the regulatory framework. The development of debit card services is a matter for the Registry 
of Credit Unions and applications for such a service must be approved by the Central Bank.

I have further been informed by the Central Bank that it has been clear in its engagement 
with credit unions and other stakeholders seeking to offer debit cards, that this service must be 
supported by the appropriate payment account service. Consequently, a full payment account 
service has recently been developed by the Registry of Credit Unions to allow eligible credit 
unions to offer these accounts and associated payment instruments such as debit cards. The ser-
vice is subject to formal application and approval as an additional service under sections 48 to 
51 of the 1997 Act. The Central Bank has received a number of applications which are currently 
being processed. No credit union has yet been approved for this service.

While the Government recognises the important role of credit unions as a volunteer co-
operative movement in this country, its priorities remain the protection of members’ savings, 
the financial stability of credit unions and the sector overall and it is determined to support a 
strengthened and growing credit union movement.

08/06/2016WRG01800EU Directives

08/06/2016WRG01900158. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 58 of 18 May 2016 the care he uses in gathering advice from the Revenue Commissioners 
and other independent taxation experts before his attendance at European Council meetings 
such as the Economic and Financial Affairs Council on 25 May 2016, where it is clear from 
his comments that he does not support the draft directive addressing tax avoidance practices 
commonly used by large companies which many, including the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development, regard as a proper and effective plan to address issues of tax 
justice. [15055/16]

08/06/2016WRG02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Commission’s proposed Anti-Tax 
Avoidance Directive was discussed at the Economic and Financial Affairs Council on 25 May 
2016. The Directive was proposed by the European Commission in January 2016 and includes 
six significant corporate tax anti-avoidance measures.  Three of the measures derive from the 
non-binding elements of the OECD BEPS process, with the remaining three measures com-
ing from the European Commission’s previous Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base 
(CCCTB) Directive.
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Ireland has been at the forefront of BEPS implementation and I have been very clear that I 
support the intention of this proposed Directive to tackle base erosion and profit shifting.  Ire-
land has engaged constructively in the negotiation of the Directive, while seeking to protect 
Ireland’s long-term interests in key areas.  At the May ECOFIN meeting, while stating my 
support for the Directive, along with a number of other Ministers, I highlighted that further 
work was needed before it could be agreed.  My officials and I will continue to engage with 
the Presidency, the Commission and other Member States to try and reach an agreement which 
is acceptable to all Member States and ambitious in targeting base erosion and profit shifting.

The OECD carried out a significant volume of public consultation on the BEPS reports and 
a large number of Irish stakeholders engaged in this processes.  My Department also carried 
out a public consultation on the potential Irish impact of the BEPS proposals during 2014. The 
Revenue Commissioners are closely involved in this work at every stage to provide expert tech-
nical input.  My Department also engages widely with a range of stakeholders on an ongoing 
basis on international tax issues.

08/06/2016WRG02100School Transport Availability

08/06/2016WRG02200159. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills to make provisions 
for the school bus service for Ballymahon secondary schools to pick up pupils in the village of 
Ballymore, County Westmeath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14384/16]

08/06/2016WRG02300176. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills to allow the school 
transport bus collecting pupils for Ballymahon to pick up pupils in the village of Ballymore, 
County Westmeath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14370/16]

08/06/2016WRG02400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 159 and 176 together.

Bus Éireann is responsible for the operation of the school transport service on behalf of my 
Department.

Routes are planned in such a way to ensure that, as far as possible, eligible pupils have a 
reasonable standard of service while at the same time, ensuring that school transport vehicles 
are fully utilised in the most efficient and cost effective manner.

Bus Éireann has advised that the route of this service for the 2016/17 school year will be 
examined in the reorganisation of services during the summer.

08/06/2016WRG02500School Transport Administration

08/06/2016WRG02600160. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
a matter (details supplied) regarding persons over 70 years of age not permitted to drive buses 
to bring children to school; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14406/16]

08/06/2016WRG02700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The Deputy is aware that Bus Éireann operates the school transport scheme on behalf of the 
Department.

As outlined previously, Bus Éireann has advised my Department that in response to the 
expressed wishes of many school bus drivers - both Bus Éireann and private contractor school 
bus drivers - who wanted to remain in the position upon reaching retirement age at sixty-five 
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years, and following the advice of their Medical Department, the Company decided to alter 
the compulsory retirement age for school bus drivers who provide services under the School 
Transport Scheme to enable experienced personnel to remain on in the position for a maximum 
of five more years if desired.

School bus drivers who opt to remain on after sixty-five years of age may do so up to the 
age of seventy, if they are satisfied to do so, subject to annual medical review and once they 
continue to hold the requisite driving licence. Bus Éireann has further advised that the opinion 
of the Bus Éireann Chief Medical Officer is that, given the demanding and safety critical nature 
of School Bus driving, 70 years of age is deemed a reasonable age at which to retire from such 
employment.

08/06/2016WRG02800Departmental Reports

08/06/2016WRG02900161. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the Cassells 
report will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14248/16]

08/06/2016WRG03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Government recog-
nises the importance of higher education to Ireland’s future economic and social development 
and also the huge impact a higher education experience has on the lives of individuals. In 
considering the best way forward, the previous Government established an Expert Group to 
examine future funding requirements for higher education and to present options for developing 
a sustainable long term funding strategy for the sector.

The Expert Group has completed its work and its report will shortly be considered. This 
report will allow for a real and meaningful discussion on the funding requirements of the sector 
and how those requirements should be met. As signalled in the Programme for Government, the 
report will be published and it is the intention to consult the cross-party Oireachtas Committee 
as part of the process for formulating a plan for the future of this sector. This will ensure that 
all views can be heard and considered on the most appropriate way forward for the Irish higher 
education system. I would like to assure the Deputy that we will engage quickly and openly 
with the Committee on this issue.

08/06/2016WRG03100Third Level Data

08/06/2016WRG03200162. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills how the staff-pupil 
ratio of Ireland’s universities compares to the European average. [14249/16]

08/06/2016WRG03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The data requested is not 
collected separately for the university sector, however in the 2014/15 academic year, there were 
just over 18,000 core staff across the higher education system (whole-time equivalents). This 
figure encompasses some 9,800 academic staff and 8,300 non-academic staff. These figures do 
not include contract research staff. There were just over 190,000 students (whole-time equiva-
lents) enrolled in 2014/15 giving an average academic staff:student ratio across the higher edu-
cation system of 1:19.6.

The OECD publication Education at a Glance provides comparative information on 
staff:student ratios for OECD countries. The 2015 report shows that the OECD and the EU21 
average is 1:16.  It should be noted that the 2015 OECD Report uses data from 2013 and Ire-
land’s ratio in this report is 1:20.
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08/06/2016WRG03400Student Accommodation

08/06/2016WRG03500163. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has explored 
the feasibility of introducing value added tax incentives to third level institutions that have 
available landbanks to construct student accommodation. [14250/16]

08/06/2016WRG03600234. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to ad-
dress the cost of accommodation for students; the steps he will take in the coming months for 
the 2016-17 academic year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14746/16]

08/06/2016WRG03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 163 and 234 together.

The Government is very conscious of the concerns regarding the availability of accommo-
dation for students. The reality is that dealing comprehensively with this issue will only take 
place as part of a more general programme to address the major housing and homelessness 
issue, and the new Government has appointed a specific Minister for Housing with a commit-
ment to develop an Action Plan for Housing within 100 days. The Dáil has also established a 
Committee on Housing and Homelessness to review the implications of these problems and to 
make recommendations in that regard.  My Department has made a submission to this Commit-
tee specifically in relation to the issue of Student Accommodation.

In relation to student accommodation, the report, Student Accommodation: Demand & Sup-
ply, which was published last year by the Minister for Education and Skills sets out clearly that 
the demand for student accommodation outstrips supply in certain areas and will continue to do 
so in the coming years.

The full report can be accessed at http://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Education-Re-
ports/Report-on-Student-Accommodation-Demand-and-Supply.pdf

There are 13 useful recommendations in this report some of which include capital financ-
ing, tax considerations and planning issues, as well as support for the rent-a-room scheme.  
Specifically in relation to Taxation, one of the recommendations contained in the Report is that 
consideration should be given to tax measures to develop on-campus accommodation for HEIs.

The previous Minister for Education and Skills introduced two immediate actions to begin 
this work.

Firstly, funding was provided by the HEA to the Union of Students’ (USI) in Ireland to 
progress short-term solutions for students in need of accommodation.  This funding will allow 
USI to develop their homes.usi.ie website, to communicate more effectively to student and ho-
meowners, and to carry out research into this important issue.

Secondly, the establishment of an inter-departmental steering group to examine the recom-
mendations contained in the HEA Report and to provide a coordinating mechanism to ensure 
that the higher education institutions have access to information on new potential funding and 
delivery models.

In addition to this, I should point out that a number of our Higher Education Institutions 
have Student Accommodation projects ongoing, or in the pipeline, with a number of additional 
on-campus Student Accommodation bed-spaces to come online from September 2016.  May-
nooth University have 296 new on-campus bed spaces, and UCD have 350 new on-campus bed 
spaces, which are due to come on stream in Autumn 2016.

In addition to this six other Higher Education Institutions are currently engaged in, or going 
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through the planning phases for student accommodation projects, namely National University 
of Ireland Galway, Trinity College Dublin, University of Limerick, Dublin City University, 
University College Cork and Dublin Institute of Technology.

Finally, my Department is also examining other potential options for funding projects in 
conjunction with relevant stakeholders.

08/06/2016WRG03800Third Level Funding

08/06/2016WRG03900164. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he will reintro-
duce capital funding for Irish third level institutions. [14251/16]

08/06/2016WRG04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Capital funding for the 
Third level Sector was provided in the 2016-2021 Capital Plan. This comprised of a direct Ex-
chequer investment of €150m, including €40m already allocated to the Grangegorman project, 
and €200m worth of funding for PPP projects. It provides for a total investment of €350m in 
the Sector.

08/06/2016WRG04100Teaching Qualifications

08/06/2016WRG04200165. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills to reverse the 
Teaching Council’s plan to abolish regulation 3, whereby Montessori teachers and primary 
teachers who trained outside of Ireland can teach in special schools and work as resource teach-
ers and substitute teachers in mainstream schools; to reinstate the special supplementary panel 
for probation to continue to be available pre-Droichead for all newly qualified teachers, includ-
ing those in special education settings, until the issues around Droichead are sorted; and to 
oppose the proposed changes that will prohibit the registration of newly qualified Association 
Montessori International, St. Nicholas-trained Montessori teachers and those trained outside of 
Ireland after 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14260/16]

08/06/2016WRG04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Since 2006, the Teaching 
Council is the body with statutory responsibility and authority for regulation of the teaching 
profession, including the registration of teachers under the Teaching Council Acts 2001-2015.

Under the Teaching Council [Registration] Regulations 2009, Regulation 3 (Montessori 
and other categories), graduates with certain Montessori qualifications (Level 8 on the National 
Framework of Qualifications) are allowed to be registered as teachers to teach in certain re-
stricted settings in recognised schools.

Lengthening and reconfiguring the programmes of initial teacher education is a key compo-
nent of the National Strategy to Improve Literacy and Numeracy among Children and Young 
People 2011-2020. These changes were incorporated into the Teaching Council’s Policy Paper 
on the Continuum of Teacher Education, which set the criteria for providers of initial teacher 
education.

A revision to the registration regulations was required to provide for the recognition of 
graduates of the 59 reconceptualised programmes of initial teacher education which are accred-
ited by the Council as qualifying persons to teach in Ireland. Following significant stakeholder 
engagement, revised regulations were drawn up by the Teaching Council.

The revised regulations also give effect to changes made in the Teaching Council (Amend-
ment) Act 2015, such as the placing of the garda vetting of new teachers on a statutory footing. 
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They provide for persons currently registered with the Council under Regulation 3 on the basis 
of holding a level 8 Montessori qualification and allow for the registration of persons who ob-
tain a level 8 Montessori qualification, where the course is commenced on or before 1 October 
2016 and the qualification is obtained before the end of 2021.

The regulations were recently provided to my Department for my consent and approval.

The Deputy should note that my Department has no plans to change the current position 
whereby teachers who are registered with a level 8 Montessori qualification under Regulation 3 
(or its equivalent in the new regulations) who are eligible for employment as teachers of pupils 
with special education needs in recognised mainstream primary schools and special schools.

The Deputy refers also to the Supplementary Special National Panel. The position is that, 
since the end of the 2012/13 school year, this Panel is being phased out and no new applications 
are being accepted. This decision by my Department reflects the wider availability of primary 
teachers who are qualified to work in all settings, which was not the case when this panel was 
originally set up.

I note also the reference to probation and Droichead. Since 2012, the Teaching Council has 
responsibility for determining policy, procedures and criteria for the induction and probation of 
newly qualified teachers. Droichead which is the enhanced model of induction for Newly Qual-
ified Teachers (NQTs) developed by the Council is being phased in at present and will be the 
only recognised route of induction for all new teachers from September 2018. In the meantime, 
NQTs in mainstream settings may complete probation through external evaluation conducted 
by my Department’s inspectors. However, completion of the induction/probation process in 
special education settings can only be achieved through the Droichead process.

08/06/2016WRH00200School Accommodation Provision

08/06/2016WRH00300166. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Education and Skills why an application 
for additional accommodation at a school (details supplied) was refused; if the matter will be 
reconsidered, given the small nature of the school site and external play area, the need to retain 
the general purpose room for children’s fitness levels, the need to retain the multi-purpose room 
for storage, as existing classrooms are significantly below the minimum acceptable size for new 
builds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14270/16]

08/06/2016WRH00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the school referred to submitted an application for funding for the provision of additional 
classroom accommodation following the allocation of a further mainstream teacher for the 
coming school year.

In its application, the school advised my Department that the accommodation available to 
the school includes a General Purpose room and also a Multi-Purpose Room, which the school 
has rented for pre-school provision.

My Department has been prepared to facilitate the use of school premises during the school 
day, for purposes other than regular school business, provided that the school’s current and 
future accommodation needs are not compromised. In that regard, where additional accommo-
dation is required in a school, any accommodation used for purposes other than primary school 
provision must revert to mainstream use as soon as the need arises. The school in question was 
advised therefore by my Department that it was not possible to accede to its request for an ad-
ditional classroom and the school authorities were advised that the Multi-Purpose room must 
revert to mainstream use.
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It is open, however, to the Patron/school owner to consider other options, should it wish, to 
facilitate a pre-school operator on the school site.  This could include exploring the possibility 
of granting a pre-school operator permission to place temporary accommodation on the school 
site, with all associated costs met by the pre-school operator.

08/06/2016WRH00500Cross-Border Co-operation

08/06/2016WRH00600167. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills the State bodies 
under his remit that have developed memorandums of understanding with his counterpart in 
Northern Ireland with regard to the efficient delivery of services on the island of Ireland; if he 
has carried out a cost-benefit analysis of the development of further memorandums of under-
standing; the details of the cost-benefit analysis; and the new memorandums of understanding 
he will be creating between State bodies under their remits through the lifetime of this Govern-
ment. [14280/16]

08/06/2016WRH00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department has not 
developed any Memorandums of Understanding with my counterpart in Northern Ireland with 
regard to the delivery of services on the island of Ireland.

08/06/2016WRH00800Special Educational Needs Staff

08/06/2016WRH00900168. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills why sensory 
processing disorder is not included in the criteria for the assessment of special needs assistants, 
SNAs; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14296/16]

08/06/2016WRH01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Recent years have seen an 
increase in the number of SNAs from 10,575 posts in 2011, to 12,040 to June 2016. In the same 
period the number of children accessing SNA support has grown from approximately 22,000 to 
some 30,000 by the end of 2015.

The increase in SNA numbers has been supported by a very significant increase in the Bud-
get for SNAs, rising from €332 million in 2011 to €402 million by the end of 2015.

This is a higher level of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support than ever before, which 
ensures that children with special educational needs can continue to participate in education and 
be supported in a manner appropriate to their needs.

The Deputy will be aware that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through 
its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for allocat-
ing a quantum of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support for each school annually taking into 
account the assessed care needs of children qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school. 
Where children have significant care needs whereby they may need additional support to be 
able to attend school, the NCSE may make an allocation of SNA support to the school to assist 
that child.

The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support, which is set 
out in my Department’s Circular 0030/2014.

In accordance with Circular 0030/14, SNAs are provided specifically to assist schools to 
cater for pupils with disabilities, who have additional and significant care needs, in an educa-
tional context and where the nature of these care needs have been outlined in medical and other 
professional reports as being so significant that a pupil will require additional adult assistance 



Questions - Written Answers

68

in order to be able to attend school and to participate in education.

While consideration of professional reports is an integral part of determining the extent of 
supports to be provided for pupils with special educational needs, responsibility for deciding 
on the quantum of educational supports and resources to be allocated to schools to support in-
dividual pupils, rests with the NCSE.

For a child to require or qualify for access to SNA support, a child must have an assessed 
disability. The care needs outlined must be of such significance that they are beyond that which 
would normally be expected to be provided to a child by the child’s class teacher, support 
teacher, or other school teachers, or beyond the level of assistance which could be offered to 
the student by his/ or her fellow pupils in school. The care needs must also be those beyond 
which could normally be provided for by alternative supportive approaches or modifications 
of the classroom environment, teaching approaches and/or assistive technology or specialist 
equipment.

The type of significant care needs that pupils may have can be varied, depending on the na-
ture or level of the disability or sensory impairment that a child may have. Given the variety of 
medical conditions that children may suffer from, it is not possible to list all of the care needs 
that may arise. However, Circular 0030/14 outlines the primary care needs which would be 
considered significant – and which might require SNA support.

08/06/2016WRH01100School Guidance Counsellors

08/06/2016WRH01200169. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the hiring of guidance counsellors for secondary schools (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14299/16]

08/06/2016WRH01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Programme for Gov-
ernment ‘A Programme for a Partnership Government’ has a commitment to enhance the guid-
ance counsellor allocation in our secondary schools.Up until September 2012, an ex-quota al-
location was provided for guidance in addition to the standard teacher allocation to post primary 
schools. This resource was allocated in accordance with pupil enrolment. 42% of second-level 
schools at the time were allocated at least 22 hours per week in respect of guidance (22 hours 
being the equivalent of one teaching post) while the remainder of the schools were allocated 
between 8 and 17 hours of guidance per week.

Since September 2012 at post primary level guidance provision is now being organised by 
school management from within the staffing schedule allocation. Guidance is a whole school 
activity and schools have autonomy on how best to prioritise their available resources to meet 
the requirements in relation to guidance and the provision of an appropriate range of subjects to 
students. This operates at local school level.

The current budget provides an improved staffing allocation to second level schools for the 
purpose of enhancing guidance provision. This improvement takes effect from next September. 
It brings the basis of allocation from 19:1 to 18.7:1 for the 2016/17 school year. This improve-
ment of 0.3 in PTR allocation is a restoration of 50% of the teaching resources that were re-
moved when the allocation of guidance posts was brought within quota.

Restoring the guidance counsellor allocation to 100% will require an additional 300 teach-
ing posts at an estimated cost of €19m per annum.

The delivery of the 50% restoration through a change in the staffing schedule will allow 
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each school to determine how best to allocate the additional resources to meet the guidance 
needs of the school. The circular issued earlier this year by my Department outlining the alloca-
tion of teaching resources clearly stated that this additional resource is to complement existing 
resources in order to best meet the guidance needs of the school in line with the school’s guid-
ance plan.

It is important to note that in previous changes to guidance counselling allocations in 2012, 
as a consequence of the Budget adjustment which had to be made at the time, all 195 DEIS 
schools were effectively sheltered from these changes as a result of the more favourable staffing 
schedule of 18.25:1. This was a 0.75 point improvement compared to the current PTR of 19:1 
that applies in non-fee-paying second-level schools.

That was a very important protection for the cohort of our schools in DEIS most in need 
of support. DEIS schools will also further benefit from the 0.3 improvement to the staffing 
schedule which will give them an enhanced allocation on the basis of 17.95:1 in respect of the 
2016/17 school year.

The new National Skills Strategy provides for a review of the full range of guidance ser-
vices, tools and careers information available to students and adults. The review will map future 
priorities and make recommendations for improvements.

The recruitment and appointment of teachers to fill teaching posts (including guidance posi-
tions) is a matter for the individual school authority, subject to procedures agreed under Sec-
tion 24(3) of the Education Act 1998 (as amended by the Education (Amendment) Act 2012). 
The deployment of teaching staff in the school, the range of subjects offered and ultimately the 
quality of teaching and learning are in the first instance a matter for the school management 
authorities.

In the next Budget I will consider the best approach to further meeting commitments in the 
Programme for Government.

08/06/2016WRH01400School Funding

08/06/2016WRH01500170. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
funding for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14306/16]

08/06/2016WRH01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department provides 
capitation funding to all recognised primary schools.

The amount of grant paid to an individual primary school for capitation and ancillary ser-
vices is determined by the school’s enrolment, subject to a minimum grant for both capitation 
and ancillary services in respect of schools with enrolments up to 60, and a maximum ancillary 
services grant in the case of schools with enrolments of 500 or more.

Boards of Management have autonomy on how they use and prioritise this funding to meet 
their day to day running costs including for the provision of secretarial, caretaker and cleaning 
services.

My Department agreed an arbitration process in relation to the pay of grant-funded school 
secretaries and caretakers.

The detailed arrangements are set out in Circular 0076/2015 that was published in Decem-
ber 2015 on my Department’s website.
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In March 2016 the ancillary services grant paid to the school the Deputy refers to was in-
creased by €6 from €147 to €153 per pupil.

08/06/2016WRH01700Gaelscoil Issues

08/06/2016WRH01800171. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the 
application by An Foras Pátrúnachta for a multidenominational Gaelscoil to serve the greater 
Drumcondra-Marino area in Dublin 1 was unsuccessful; if an appeal can be made in this regard 
and if he will reconsider this decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14330/16]

08/06/2016WRH01900217. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide a 
Gaelscoil for the northside of Dublin in order to meet demand; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14580/16]

08/06/2016WRH02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 171 and 217 together.

Since 2011 new schools are generally only established in areas of demographic growth. 
My Department uses a Geographical Information System to identify the areas under increased 
demographic pressure nationwide. The system uses data from the Central Statistics Office, Ord-
nance Survey Ireland, the Department of Social Protection and information from my own De-
partment’s databases. With this information, nationwide demographic exercises are carried out 
to determine where additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary 
levels.

When it is decided that a new school is required to meet demographic needs in an area, the 
Department runs a separate patronage process to decide who will operate the school. It is open 
to all patrons and prospective patrons to apply for patronage of the school under this process 
and the level of parental preference for each patron is key to decisions in relation to the outcome 
of the process.

With regard to the decision on the patronage of the new school which will open this Septem-
ber to serve the Drumcondra/Marino Dublin 1 area, my Department assessed the applications 
received from the prospective patrons, including examining the parental preferences received 
in the applications to ensure they represented children living within the school planning area 
which will be served by this school, and prepared a report for the consideration of the New 
Schools Establishment Group (NSEG) who then submitted their report with recommendations 
to me for consideration and final decision. The patronage assessment report which is published 
on my Department website, while indicating substantial support for an Irish medium school, 
reflects nearly twice as many valid preferences for an Educate Together school in this area.

I accepted the recommendation of the NSEG and the patronage of the new school remains 
as announced. The NSEG did note the strong level of demand for Irish medium education in 
the area referred to by the Deputies and recommended that this should be kept under ongoing 
review in the context of future demographic exercises.

My Department is focused on ensuring that schools in an area can, between them, cater for 
all pupils seeking school places in that area. My officials are keeping the changing demograph-
ics in the Drumcondra/Marino/Dublin 1 area under review to take into account updated child 
benefit data and to take into account the impact of ongoing and planned capacity increases in 
this and adjacent school planning areas.

For the Deputies’ information my Department has received a letter of appeal from An Foras 
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Pátrúnachta and a direct reply will issue shortly.

08/06/2016WRH02100Schools Building Projects Status

08/06/2016WRH02200172. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a school 
(details supplied) is scheduled to be extended and the estimated time for completion; the extent 
of the intended project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14333/16]

08/06/2016WRH02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school referred to by 
the Deputy is included on the six year programme announced on 17th November 2015 and is 
listed to proceed to tender and construction in 2017.

A Project Manager and Design Team have been appointed for the project and it is currently 
at Stage 1 of Architectural Planning, which is the initial sketch design stage. My Department 
officials met recently with the Board of Management and their Design Team to review the Pre 
Stage 1 report.  A further meeting is currently being scheduled to progress the project through 
to completion of Stage 1.

Upon successful completion of Stage 1 and subject to no issues arising the project will be 
authorised to proceed to Stage 2a, which is the developed design stage.

08/06/2016WRH02400School Accommodation Provision

08/06/2016WRH02500173. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will approve 
funding for a prefabricated structure, without delay, in view of the situation facing a school 
(details supplied). [14355/16]

08/06/2016WRH02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department has advised the school, referred to, that in view of the accommodation 
available to the school it was not prepared to approve funding for the temporary accommoda-
tion sought.

My Department is however aware that the school is considering the possibility of extending 
its school site. In that regard, I wish to advise the Deputy that my Department has indicated to 
the school that the matter of additional accommodation can be reviewed at that stage.

08/06/2016WRH02700School Accommodation Provision

08/06/2016WRH02800174. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if necessary 
works will be carried out at a school (details supplied) during the summer; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14366/16]

08/06/2016WRH02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the application submitted by the school under the Summer Works Scheme (SWS) 2016-
2017 does not include for the additional accommodation needs referred to. It is, however, open 
to the school to submit an application under my Department’s Emergency Works Scheme in 
respect of essential works required to facilitate a child with special needs. The appropriate ap-
plication is available on my Department’s website, www.education.ie. 
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08/06/2016WRH03000School Accommodation Provision

08/06/2016WRH03100175. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the ex-
tension at a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14367/16]

08/06/2016WRH03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
that a building project for the provision of improved accommodation for the school to which 
he refers, is included in my Department’s 6 Year Construction Programme announced last No-
vember. It is envisaged that the project will proceed to tender/construction in 2018, as outlined 
in the Programme.

In this regard, my Department will be in contact with the school authorities in due course re-
garding the commencement of the architectural planning process to deliver the building project.

  Question No. 176 answered with Question No. 159.

08/06/2016WRH03400Special Educational Needs Service Provision

08/06/2016WRH03500177. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills why he has cut 
services at a school (details supplied) attended by 155 special needs students; his plans to ad-
dress these cuts; if the school is facing closure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14387/16]

08/06/2016WRH03600179. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills why he cut staff 
numbers at a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14389/16]

08/06/2016WRH03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 177 and 179 together.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) through its network of local Special 
Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) is responsible for allocating teaching staff and special 
needs assistant support to Special Schools, including the school referred to by the Deputy, under 
my Department’s criteria for such support.

The NCSE will advise all special schools of their allocations for teaching staff and SNA 
support for 2016/17 before the end of the current school year.

I understand that services provided by St John of God Community Services relating to adult 
services are due to change within St John of God Community Services.  Supports allocated by 
the NCSE will not be affected by the changes being implemented by St John of God Commu-
nity Services.

The Department of Health and Children/Health Service Executive assumes direct responsi-
bility for young adults with special educational needs who are over 18 years. My Department 
may allocate funding towards an educational component of such provision so that students 
can continue to participate in educational programmes through further adult educational pro-
grammes or in adult settings.

Vocational training is provided through a network of ETB funded Specialist Training Pro-
viders (STPs), specifically for learners who have physical, intellectual, mental health or sensory 
disabilities. Learners on these programmes have the opportunity to participate in training rang-
ing from level 3 to 5 on the NFQ.

Funding is also provided through the co-operation hours scheme operated by Education and 
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Training Boards (ETBs) where the local service provider makes application to the relevant ETB 
for tuition hours. Funding is also provided to the National Learning Network and to Vocational 
Training Centres for this purpose.

Young adults with disabilities are eligible to access SOLAS mainstream services. SOLAS 
also contracts Specialist Training Providers, in locations country-wide, to deliver training cours-
es to people with disabilities who require more intensive support than would be available in 
non-specialist training provision. Specialist training offers additional supports to learners which 
include individualised training and progression plans, literacy and numeracy support, longer 
training duration, adapted equipment, transport arrangements, enhanced programme content 
and enhanced trainer/learner ratio.

As adult disability services are a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Health, the Dep-
uty should address this matter directly to him.

08/06/2016WRH03800School Transport Provision

08/06/2016WRH03900178. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills why he has cut trans-
port to a school (details supplied); if he will restore this service; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14388/16]

08/06/2016WRH04000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The purpose of the School Transport Scheme for Children with Special Educational Needs is, 
having regard to available resources, to support the transport to and from school of children 
with special educational needs arising from a diagnosed disability.

Children with special educational needs are eligible for school transport if they are attend-
ing the nearest recognised: mainstream school, special class/special school or a unit, that is or 
can be resourced, to meet their special educational needs under Department of Education and 
Skills’ criteria.

My Department is not aware of any cuts in bus services under the School Transport Scheme.

Furthermore, Bus Éireann which operates the scheme on behalf of my Department has ad-
vised that a number of additional children have been facilitated with school transport since 1 
September 2015.

  Question No. 179 answered with Question No. 177.

08/06/2016WRH04200School Accommodation Provision

08/06/2016WRH04300180. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an ap-
plication by a school (details supplied) for funding for additional accommodation.  [14391/16]

08/06/2016WRH04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that the 
school referred to by the Deputy has submitted an application for additional accommodation.

My Department has discussed the matter with the school principal who has undertaken to 
submit additional information relating to the application. When this has been received and con-
sidered, a decision will be conveyed to the school authority.
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08/06/2016WRH04500School Accommodation Provision

08/06/2016WRH04600181. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an ap-
plication by a school (details supplied) for funding for additional accommodation. [14392/16]

08/06/2016WRH04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that my De-
partment approved a grant for additional accommodation at the school in question in 2015. The 
school subsequently reverted to my Department seeking further accommodation on the basis of 
projected enrolments. The application concerned is currently being assessed and a decision will 
be conveyed to the school authority as soon as this process has been finalised.

08/06/2016WRJ00150Summer Works Scheme Applications

08/06/2016WRJ00200182. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an appli-
cation for funding by a school (details supplied) for a car park and associated works.  [14393/16]

08/06/2016WRJ00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that a €30 million investment under Summer Works Scheme (SWS) (2016/2017) was an-
nounced on 28 April last.  This related to successful applicants under Categories 1 and 2, Gas 
and Electrical works.   I wish to confirm that applications for the provision of a car park are 
assessed under Category 10 of the SWS in accordance with the prioritisation criteria outlined in 
the Circular Letter accompanying the Scheme.  Valid SWS applications from schools in respect 
of Categories 3 to 10 that were not reached under this round will, subject to the overall avail-
ability of funding, qualify to be assessed under future rounds of the Scheme.  If this arises, the 
terms and conditions of the scheme as outlined in Circular Letter (0055/2015) which may be 
accessed on my Department’s website, will continue to apply when allocating funding to such 
projects.   In the meantime, the school may use its minor works grant, which all primary schools 
received last November, to carry out the works in full or on a phased basis as that grant permits 
if the school considers them to be a priority. 

08/06/2016WRJ00350Schools Building Projects Applications

08/06/2016WRJ00400183. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an ap-
plication by a school (details supplied) for funding for additional accommodation. [14394/16]

08/06/2016WRJ00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that the 
school referred to by the Deputy has made an application for significant capital funding.   My 
Department recently discussed the matter with the school principal who undertook to review 
the application and prioritise in the context of essential classroom accommodation need.  When 
this further information has been provided to my Department, the application will be assessed 
and a decision will be conveyed to the school authority. 

08/06/2016WRJ00550Schools Building Projects

08/06/2016WRJ00600184. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for the 
delay in commencing construction of a purpose-built school (details supplied); when construc-
tion will commence and when the pupils and teachers will move into the school.  [14397/16]

08/06/2016WRJ00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school building proj-
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ect referred to by the Deputy is included on the six year programme announced on 17 Novem-
ber 2015 and is listed to proceed to construction in 2016.  This project is currently completing 
early architectural planning, Stage 2A – the Developed Design Stage.  Following the Stage 
2A Stakeholder’s meeting which was held on 2 February last, the Design Team has submitted 
a complete Stage 2A report which is currently being reviewed by my Department’s Technical 
Staff.   On the successful completion of Stage 2A, and due to an increase in the scope of works 
for this project, my Department will tender for a replacement Design Team to take the project 
forward from Stage 2B – Detailed Design Stage, which includes the applications for Planning 
Permission, Fire Cert, Disability Access Cert and the preparation of Tender Documents.  Until 
such time as planning permission has been secured and the project has progressed to and com-
pleted the tender stage and the appointment of a building contractor, it will not be possible to 
provide an indicative timeframe for the completion of the construction stage of the project.

08/06/2016WRJ00750School Enrolments

08/06/2016WRJ00800185. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there are sufficient 
places for new entrants to first year for the 2016-2017 term in secondary schools in Wexford 
town; why a student from Rosslare is only be able to secure a place in Enniscorthy, 48 km away; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14430/16]

08/06/2016WRJ00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department uses a 
Geographical Information System (GIS) to identify where the pressure for school places across 
the country will arise.  The GIS uses data from the Central Statistics Office, Ordnance Sur-
vey Ireland, the Department of Social Protection and my Department’s school enrolment da-
tabases.  With this information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises 
at primary and post primary levels to determine where additional school accommodation is 
needed.   In relation to the school planning areas in County Wexford, the demographic analyses 
showed that these areas are experiencing demographic growth, however, not to such an extent 
that would currently warrant new school provision.  These areas, including the Wexford Town 
school planning area, are being kept under ongoing review by my Department to take account 
of updated enrolment data and also the impact of existing and planned capacity increases to 
existing schools in the school planning areas.   In relation to the Wexford Town school planning 
area, my Department analysed the pre-enrolment lists of students seeking places in First Year in 
September 2016 from the 12 post-primary schools in the Wexford Town and the four adjacent 
school planning areas of Enniscorthy, Adamstown, Kilmuckridge and Bridgetown.  This analy-
sis showed that there was a large amount of duplication of applications with students applying 
to a number of schools in these areas and the intake patterns showed that a significant propor-
tion of students are not attending the post-primary school in their area but rather travelling out 
of the smaller school planning areas into the Wexford Town schools.   The provisional 2015/16 
post-primary enrolment figures in the Wexford Town schools indicate that actual enrolments are 
broadly in line with the projected enrolments based on the demographic data. In the five post-
primary schools in the Wexford Town school planning area, total enrolments are projected to 
grow over the next six years, peaking in 2021/22, after which enrolment numbers are projected 
to drop back to below current levels.   As part of my Department’s School Capital Investment 
Programme, a number of building projects in Wexford schools are being progressed, including 
Loreto Secondary School and Wexford CBS, both located in Wexford Town, which will provide 
for increased capacity in the area.  The increase in accommodation planned for the Wexford 
Town area should be adequate to cater for the projected increase in enrolments.

08/06/2016WRJ00950Departmental Data
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08/06/2016WRJ01000186. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is satisfied 
with the level of data that is collected on the issues which come under his Department’s remit; 
the steps he will take to work with the administration in Northern Ireland to collect data on a 
North-South basis; the budgets he will put in place to undertake this work (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14439/16]

08/06/2016WRJ01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In November 2015 my De-
partment established a new Data & Knowledge Management Unit which is currently preparing 
a Departmental Data Strategy to be published in late 2016.  As part of its remit the Unit is work-
ing to identify and collect information on what data the Department collects, shares, develops, 
uses, analyses, evaluates, manages and governs.  This work is intended to identify data issues 
and gaps that need to be addressed and opportunities and challenges to improving their effective 
use.  Differing legislative, policy and institutional frameworks North and South present signifi-
cant challenges in achieving an overall coordinated and cohesive approach to data gathering 
and compatibility on an all-island basis.  In addition, the two Education Departments on the is-
land are governed by the provisions of the Belfast/Good Friday Agreement that designate cross-
border co-operation in education in four specific areas: educational underachievement; teacher 
qualifications; special educational needs; and school youth and teacher exchanges.  Within this 
framework, my Department will continue to explore with the Department of Education NI the 
potential for developing and enhancing cooperation in areas of mutual benefit, including joint 
approaches to information gathering, sharing and exchange of best practice. 

08/06/2016WRJ01150Special Educational Needs

08/06/2016WRJ01200187. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ensure 
that a roll number is put in place for a new school (details supplied) in County Cork. [14527/16]

08/06/2016WRJ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that new schools are established to meet demographic demand.  In general, the Department’s 
policy is to integrate children with special educational needs into the mainstream school system 
wherever possible.  Many of our schools have special education units included within them.  
However, Special Schools are also necessary to meet the educational needs of pupils whose 
needs cannot be adequately catered for in a mainstream school.   The need to establish a new 
special school would be identified by the National Council for Special Education in conjunc-
tion with the Department.  While the National Council for Special Education has advised my 
Department that there is an emerging need for a small number of Special School placement 
options in the area to which the Deputy has referred, they have not identified a need for the 
establishment of a new special School in that area.   The NCSE are currently considering how 
the identified individual placement demands can be met. 

08/06/2016WRJ01350Student Support Schemes

08/06/2016WRJ01400188. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he can provide 
funding, apart from a grant from Student Universal Support Ireland, for a person who has se-
cured a place on a master’s degree course in September 2016; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [14530/16]

08/06/2016WRJ01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Students in third-level in-
stitutions experiencing exceptional financial need can apply for support under the Student As-
sistance Fund.  This Fund assists students, in a sensitive and compassionate manner, who might 
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otherwise be unable to continue their third level studies due to their financial circumstances. 
Details of this fund are available from the Access Office in the third level institution attended.  
Also, tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees paid for 
approved courses at approved colleges of higher education including approved postgraduate 
courses in EU Member States and in non-EU countries. Further information on this tax relief 
is available from the Revenue Commissioners.  The Programme for Government contains a 
commitment to increase financial supports for post graduate students with a particular focus on 
those from low income households.  The options for progressing this commitment are currently 
under consideration in my Department within the context of overall budgetary constraints. 

08/06/2016WRJ01550School Curriculum

08/06/2016WRJ01600189. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills to consider the in-
clusion of basic sign language on the primary and secondary school curricula to enable more 
people to communicate with the deaf community.  [14538/16]

08/06/2016WRJ01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): A new course in Irish Sign 
Language (ISL) has been prepared by the Post-Primary Languages Initiative (PPLI), a project 
of my Department.  This 100 hour course is based on the Generic Short Course in Modern 
Languages, which was in turn developed by the PPLI using the new Framework for Junior 
Cycle (2015) and the Junior Cycle Short Courses Draft Handbook ‘Developing Short Courses 
in Junior Cycle’ prepared by the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment.   The course 
provides the ‘learning statements’ and key skills which all short courses are based upon. In this 
course, the emphasis is on developing communication skills in ISL at level A1 on the Common 
European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR).   Schools can choose to provide this 
short course as part of their Junior Cycle programme.

08/06/2016WRJ01750School Enrolments

08/06/2016WRJ01800190. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is aware that 
enrolments in a school (details supplied) are being blocked by the school; if he is complicit in 
the campaign to close the biggest school in the area at a time when number of primary school 
age children is predicted by the CSO to rise by 20%; and his plans for a new school in the area 
to cope with the increasing numbers.  [14553/16]

08/06/2016WRJ01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): It is the responsibility of 
the managerial authorities of all schools to implement an enrolment policy in accordance with 
the Education Act, 1998.  The enrolment policy must be non-discriminatory and must be ap-
plied fairly in respect of all applicants.  Parents can choose which school to apply to and where 
the school has places available the pupil should be admitted.  However, in schools where there 
are more applicants than places available a selection process may be necessary.  This selection 
process and the enrolment policy on which it is based must be non-discriminatory and must be 
applied fairly in respect of all applicants.  However, this may result in some pupils not obtaining 
a place in the school of their first choice.  Section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 provides for 
an appeal by a parent or guardian to the Secretary General of my Department, or in the case of 
an Educational Training Board (ETB) school to the ETB in the first instance, where a Board of 
Management of a school, or a person acting on behalf of the Board, refuses to enrol a student 
in a school, expels a student or suspends a student for 20 or more days in any school year.  The 
Educational Welfare Service of the Child and Family Agency (EWS) is the statutory agency 
which can assist parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a school place for their 
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child. The EWS can be contacted at 01-8738700.  My Department’s main responsibility is to 
ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all pupils seeking school places in 
the area.  My Department uses a Geographical Information System to identify the areas under 
increased demographic pressure nationwide.  The system uses data from the Central Statistics 
Office, Ordnance Survey Ireland, the Department of Social Protection and information from the 
Department’s own databases.  With this information, my Department carries out nationwide de-
mographic exercises to determine where additional school accommodation is needed at primary 
and at post-primary level.  In relation to the area referred to by the Deputy, I can advise that my 
Department has no plans to establish a new school in the area.  In 2015, the Department agreed 
to a request from the Patron for a change to fully vertical co-educational status for three other 
schools in the area in question.  The Patron indicated that there was no demand for a change 
in status from the school referred to by the Deputy.  The Patron also indicated that the trend 
of declining enrolments in the area will be kept under review.  The decision by the Patron to 
reorganise the primary schools in the parish in question first arose in 2009 because of concerns 
at local level regarding declining enrolments.  

08/06/2016WRJ01950School Transport

08/06/2016WRJ02000191. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to down-
size school buses in order to reduce the number of children who avail of concessionary school 
transport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14554/16]

08/06/2016WRJ02100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The Programme for Government commits to review the concessionary charges and rules ele-
ment of the School Transport Scheme prior to Budget 2017.   This review, which is being com-
menced, will be aimed at identifying issues in relation to current rules and charges relating to 
concessionary places under the School Transport Scheme with a view to maximising the effec-
tiveness of available services for children.  The results of the review will be considered in the 
context of Budget 2017.  Pending this review, there will be no planned programme of downsiz-
ing school buses in the coming school year.  There will be route changes and variations in line 
with normal operational decisions that occur from year to year, and any impacts in terms of 
increases or decreases of available places will be marginal, in line with what occurs every year.

08/06/2016WRJ02150Teaching Council of Ireland

08/06/2016WRJ02200192. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will reopen 
consultation on regulation 3 of the Teaching Council’s regulations to facilitate stakeholders in 
submitting their views prior to the proposed changes coming into effect; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14555/16]

08/06/2016WRJ02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Since 2006, the Teaching 
Council is the body with statutory responsibility and authority for regulation of the teaching 
profession, including the registration of teachers under the Teaching Council Acts 2001-2015.  
Under the Teaching Council [Registration] Regulations 2009, Regulation 3 (Montessori and 
other categories), graduates with certain Montessori qualifications (Level 8 on the National 
Framework of Qualifications) are allowed to be registered as teachers to teach in certain re-
stricted settings in recognised schools.  Lengthening and reconfiguring the programmes of ini-
tial teacher education is a key component of the National Strategy to Improve Literacy and 
Numeracy among Children and Young People 2011-2020.  These changes were incorporated 
into the Teaching Council’s Policy Paper on the Continuum of Teacher Education, which set the 
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criteria for providers of initial teacher education.  A revision to the registration regulations was 
required to provide for the recognition of graduates of the 59 reconceptualised programmes of 
initial teacher education which are accredited by the Council as qualifying persons to teach in 
Ireland.  Following significant stakeholder engagement, revised regulations were drawn up by 
the Teaching Council.  The revised regulations also give effect to changes made in the Teaching 
Council (Amendment) Act 2015, such as the placing of the Garda vetting of new teachers on a 
statutory footing.  They provide for persons currently registered with the Council under Regula-
tion 3 on the basis of holding a level 8 Montessori qualification and allow for the registration 
of persons who obtain a level 8 Montessori qualification, where the course is commenced on or 
before 1 October 2016 and the qualification is obtained before the end of 2021.  The regulations 
were recently provided to my Department for my consent and approval.  The Deputy should 
note that my Department has no plans to change the current position whereby teachers who are 
registered with a level 8 Montessori qualification under Regulation 3 (or its equivalent in the 
new regulations) are eligible for employment as teachers of pupils with special education needs 
in recognised mainstream primary schools and special schools.

08/06/2016WRJ02325Educational Reform

08/06/2016WRJ02400193. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of stu-
dents who could potentially lose up to 10% of their marks in junior certificate English due to the 
non-implementation of the reformed curriculum; his plans to address this; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [14556/16]

08/06/2016WRJ02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Students currently in sec-
ond year of Junior Cycle who have not completed their first Classroom-Based Assessment 
(CBA) will, as agreed with the teacher unions, have the opportunity to complete this early in 
the first term of the coming school year.   It is a matter of deep regret that ASTI has failed to 
deliver on the 2015 agreement with their leadership. Their continuing refusal to cooperate with 
the new framework is impacting on current junior cycle students of English.  I received a letter 
from the General Secretary of the ASTI dated 9 May, indicating that the ASTI looks forward to 
engaging with me on a number of named issues, including junior cycle reform. I welcome the 
indications of the ASTI in this regard and I will meet with ASTI shortly. If the ASTI requires 
further clarifications on any aspects of the published framework, I am happy to facilitate their 
request. My Department has already clearly signalled that it is willing to support the ASTI in 
re-visiting this issue with their members.

08/06/2016WRJ02550Physical Education Facilities

08/06/2016WRJ02600194. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to under-
take an audit of the physical education facilities of all secondary schools prior to the introduc-
tion of physical education as a leaving certificate subject; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [14557/16]

08/06/2016WRJ02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In our Programme for 
Partnership Government we have set out a commitment to introduce a new Leaving Certificate 
Physical Education syllabus.  The National Council for Curriculum and Assessment has ad-
vanced this work.  It will be a priority of my Government to ensure its implementation.  When 
introduced, it will be on a par with English and History, for example.   I wish to assure the Dep-
uty that I fully recognise the key role of physical education within the school experience and 
my Department continues to respond to the need to improve Physical Education facilities for 
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all students attending schools within the constraints of the available funding.  The provision of 
play space, where site conditions and circumstances allow, is one of the issues considered in the 
architectural design of new schools and major extensions.  My Department’s design guidelines 
for schools include guidance in the provision of P.E. Halls, general purpose rooms and outdoor 
hard play areas such as basketball courts.

08/06/2016WRJ02750Special Educational Needs

08/06/2016WRJ02800195. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of introduc-
ing individual education plans for students with special educational needs on a statutory basis; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14558/16]

08/06/2016WRJ02900208. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of stu-
dents with special educational needs who are covered by an individual educational plan as op-
posed to a personal pupil plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14571/16]

08/06/2016WRJ03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 195 and 208 together.  I wish to advise the Deputy that Section 2 of the Education 
for Persons with Special Educational Needs (EPSEN) Act 2004, providing for the inclusive 
education of children with special educational needs and the sections of the Act which placed 
the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) on a statutory footing, were commenced 
in 2005.  The remaining sections of the EPSEN Act, including those which would introduce a 
statutory provision for Individual Education Plans for children with special educational needs 
have yet to be commenced.  Legal advice indicates that the EPSEN Act, as it is currently con-
stituted, may not be implemented on a phased, or age cohort, basis.  The NCSE has published 
a Plan for the Implementation of the EPSEN Act.  This report, which was published in 2006, 
made recommendations which suggested that additional investment over a period of years of 
up to €235 million per annum, across the education and health sectors, would be required to 
fully implement the EPSEN Act.  The estimate of costs did not identify those costs which re-
lated only to the introduction of Individual Education Plans.  My Department’s opinion is that 
the level of investment required could be significantly greater than that envisaged in the NCSE 
report.  However, a total estimate of this amount has not been quantified.  Revised estimates 
of the amount of additional expenditure required to fully implement remaining sectors of the 
EPSEN Act have not recently been conducted.  The level of additional expenditure required 
would have to take into account annual demographic growth and service developments in the 
area of special educational needs, pricing adjustments and salary cost differentials on an ongo-
ing basis.  Estimates would also have to be made as to the number of pupils who might qualify 
for the statutory service provisions envisaged by the EPSEN Act.  At present, all schools are 
encouraged to use Education Plans through training support and guidance.  Schools use a range 
of different education plans, such as Student Support files, Personal Pupil Plans, or Individual 
Education Plans.  As these education plans are prepared and retained in schools, my Department 
does not have details of who many such support plans are presently in place, or the number of 
different types of education plans used.  However, my Departments Inspectorate’s advice is that 
the majority of schools are now using some form of individual education planning for children 
with special needs.  While awaiting the full implementation of the EPSEN Act, the NCSE has 
published a number of policy advice papers which make recommendations aimed at developing 
a better or more effective alternative to the current resource allocation model, and which aims to 
move the system towards ultimate implementation of the EPSEN Act.  It is therefore intended 
to bring into effect many of the good ideas contained in the EPSEN Act, on a non-statutory 
basis initially, through policy developments across a range of areas, in conjunction with NCSE 
policy advice.  Under the Programme for a Partnership Government I have also committed to 
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consulting with stakeholders to see how best to progress sections of the EPSEN Act that were 
introduced on a non-statutory basis.

08/06/2016WRJ03050Third Level Facilities

08/06/2016WRJ03100196. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of build-
ings at third level which are rented or prefabricated; the annual cost of renting these; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14559/16]

08/06/2016WRJ03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Third Level Colleges and 
Institutions are autonomous bodies and are responsible for the day to day management of their 
affairs including the rental of accommodation. Therefore, the information requested by the 
Deputy is not maintained by my Department.  

08/06/2016WRJ03250State Examinations

08/06/2016WRJ03300197. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the terms of refer-
ence of the review of the reasonable accommodations at the certificate examinations, RACE, 
scheme; the consultation process with stakeholders; when the review will be concluded; if he 
will publish the report; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14560/16]

08/06/2016WRJ03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The State Examinations 
Commission (SEC) has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate 
examinations.  The SEC operates a scheme of Reasonable Accommodations at the Certificate 
Examinations (RACE scheme).  The RACE scheme enables access to the Leaving and Junior 
Certificate examinations by students with special needs which include specific learning difficul-
ties and permanent or temporary physical, medical or behavioural conditions or other condi-
tions.  Reasonable accommodations are intended to: (a) remove, as far as possible, the impact 
of the disability on the candidate’s performance and thus enable the candidate to demonstrate 
their attainment and (b) ensure that special arrangements do not confer any unfair advantage 
over other candidates in the same examination.  I am advised by the SEC that a review of the 
operation of RACE is being undertaken at the request of their Board.  This ongoing operational 
review is focussing in the first instance on:

 - the nature and timing of decision making regarding applications for reasonable accom-
modations

 - the provision of comprehensive information about access arrangements to applicants and 
their parents

 - making better use of assistive technology to enable candidates to access the examinations 
while at the same time enhancing integrity and reducing the administrative and logistical de-
mands on schools    I am further advised that a programme of consultation with stakeholders is 
planned by the SEC for over the summer.

08/06/2016WRJ03475Capital Expenditure Programme

08/06/2016WRJ03500198. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the third level proj-
ects he will fund under the capital investment plan; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [14561/16]
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08/06/2016WRJ03600240. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the third level proj-
ects he will fund under the capital plan 2016 to 2021; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [14991/16]

08/06/2016WRJ03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 198 and 240 together.

The 2016-2021 Capital Plan provides funding of €350m for the Third Level Sector. This 
consists of a direct Exchequer investment of €150m, including €40m already allocated to the 
Grangegorman project, and €200m worth of funding for PPP projects.

These are critically important and very welcome investments which will go some way to 
addressing the capital requirements and, more particularly, the infrastructural deficits that ex-
ist in the Sector. They also make a strong statement about the importance of the Sector to our 
national strategic objectives.

I am conscious that there are many competing demands on the Department’s Third Level 
Capital budget. In that context, the distribution of the funding provided in the Capital Plan is 
being considered carefully and in consultation with the HEA. A final decision has not yet been 
made in that respect. 

08/06/2016WRJ03775Early Childhood Care and Education

08/06/2016WRJ03800199. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to intro-
duce a compulsory second preschool year under the programme for Government; if parents will 
still be able to send their children to school at four years of age; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [14562/16]

08/06/2016WRJ03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In relation to school start-
ing age, the compulsory school starting age is 6 years of age and the Rules for National Schools 
provide that a child must be at least 4 years of age before being enrolled in a National School.  
The Programme for Government gives a commitment to target investment in children’s ear-
ly years and in this regard, one of the measures refers to a second free preschool year.  My 
colleague in Government, Minister Zappone, T.D., is responsible for the universal pre-school 
scheme delivered under the ECCE programme.   The introduction of this expanded provision 
for children from September 2016 will mean that most children will be 5 years of age when they 
start school.  This commitment will be considered in the context of the next budget.

08/06/2016WRJ03950Asylum Support Services

08/06/2016WRJ04000200. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of extending 
third level and post-leaving certificate supports to students in the asylum-seeking process who 
have been in the school system for five years or more; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [14563/16]

08/06/2016WRJ04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
that a Pilot Support Scheme was introduced last year for students who are in the Protection 
System or at the Leave to Remain (but not deportation order) stage.  The scheme was intended 
to provide supports to qualifying students which were similar to those available in the statutory 
based Student Grant Scheme.   A total of 39 applicants applied for the pilot scheme last year 
with 2 qualifying for support.  The cost of the Pilot Support Scheme for the 2015/16 academic 
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year was €9,000.    Last week I announced the continuation of the Pilot Support Scheme for 
those in the protection system for 2016/17.  It is envisaged that the costs for 2016/17 will be in 
line with those for 2015/16.

08/06/201608/06/2016WRK00150Broadband Service Provision

08/06/2016WRK00200201. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of pri-
mary and secondary schools which do not have access to broadband, by county, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14564/16]

08/06/2016WRK00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The overall policy of my 
Department is to offer the best quality connectivity to all recognised primary and post-primary 
schools in line with technical solutions available in the market and within required financial 
parameters.

All post primary schools receive at least 100mbts connectivity through a programme un-
dertaken jointly between the Department of Communications Energy and Natural Resources 
(now the Department of Communications, Climate Change and Natural Resources) and my 
Department.  That programme is now fully funded and operated by this Department.  Through 
the Schools Broadband Access Programme, the Department provides for the supply of internet 
connectivity for all recognised primary schools.  A framework involving 14 providers was put 
in place in 2012 which has ensured improved solutions are available to primary schools.  The 
most recent draw down off the framework last September saw approximately 90% of school 
connections retendered, with over 1,100 schools awarded connections of 30Mbit/s or greater.  
Approximately 400 of these connections have been installed to date and the remainder will be 
installed in the coming months.  While broadband provision is awarded to every school, there 
are a very small number of schools where we are still seeking a suitable service owing primarily 
to their geographical location and the availability of broadband.  These school are currently with 
the relevant broadband providers to investigate solutions and put in place the service.  There are 
also a small number of schools who choose not to participate in the schools broadband scheme.  
Under the current programme the Department continually reviews the availability of services 
and upgrades schools where the opportunity arises, within the parameters of the programme 
and in compliance with procurement and contractual obligations.  However, the need to im-
prove broadband connectivity to primary schools is recognised in the new Digital Strategy for 
Schools and the Department will collaborate with the Department of Communications, Climate 
Change and Natural Resources to address this as a priority action.  Work on the implementation 
of the Strategy is now underway.

08/06/2016WRK00350School Accommodation

08/06/2016WRK00400202. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will com-
mence the replacement of prefabricated classrooms under the programme for Government be-
fore 2019; if he will replace both purchased and rented pre-fabricated accommodation; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [14565/16]

08/06/2016WRK00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, 
it is my intention in accordance with the Programme for Government to replace school pre-
fabs with permanent accommodation over the lifetime of my Department’s capital programme 
2016-2021.  To enable this development, my Department will be carrying out an assessment of 
the number of prefabs being used in schools to deliver the curriculum to determine whether or 
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not individual prefabs need to be replaced in the context of the long-term accommodation needs 
of each school involved from a demographic viewpoint.  When completed, this assessment will 
quantify the number of prefabs, both rented and purchased, to be replaced.  At that time, a cost 
estimate will be possible taking into account that the outlay for replacing a prefab with a perma-
nent building will vary from school to school depending on site conditions, planning conditions 
and other site specific costs.  It is intended that this assessment when finalised will enable the 
replacement of such prefabs to commence in 2019.

08/06/2016WRK00550School Accommodation

08/06/2016WRK00600203. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount he is 
spending on renting accommodation and other facilities such as sports halls for primary and 
secondary schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14566/16]

08/06/2016WRK00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Since the start of 2016 my 
Department has spent just over €11 million on the rental of temporary accommodation at pri-
mary and post primary schools. 

08/06/2016WRK00750National Educational Psychological Service Staff

08/06/2016WRK00800204. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of psy-
chologists employed by the National Educational Psychological Service; the number of these 
who are on leave of any type and the length of the leave in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [14567/16]

08/06/2016WRK00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can inform the Deputy 
that my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) provides educa-
tional psychology service to all primary and post primary schools through an assigned NEPS 
psychologist and in some cases through the Scheme for Commissioning Psychological Assess-
ments (SCPA).  My Department, over the course of recent economic difficulties, has not only 
maintained psychologists staffing levels within NEPS, but has increased them by some 10% 
since late 2008, to 162 whole time equivalent (wte) psychologists currently employed.  The 
Programme for a Partnership Government commits that we will invest additional resources 
in the National Educational Psychological Service to ensure earlier intervention and access 
for young children and teenagers and to offer immediate support to schools in cases of critical 
incidents.  The Programme commits to bring the total number of NEPS psychologists to 238 
from the current sanctioned limit of 173.  Currently the NEPS psychologist staffing comple-
ment stands at 162 whole time equivalents from which some 3.55 wte posts are lost to Parental 
Leave.  Additionally 12 individual psychologists (representing 10.4 wte) are on maternity leave 
and 7 individuals (6 wte) are on extended sick leave (i.e. for longer than 1 month).  My Depart-
ment is actively engaged with the Public Appointments Service to recruit nine further psycholo-
gists to NEPS from an existing panel of qualified professionals developed for this purpose and 
it is envisaged that most of these posts will be filled in the immediate future.

08/06/2016WRK00950National Educational Psychological Service Expenditure

08/06/2016WRK01000205. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding his De-
partment allocated to the National Educational Psychological Service in each of the years 2006 
to 2016 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14568/16]
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08/06/2016WRK01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy may be aware 
that my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) provides educa-
tional psychology service to all primary and post primary schools through an assigned NEPS 
psychologist and in some cases through the Scheme for Commissioning Psychological Assess-
ments (SCPA).  NEPS is a division within my Department and is therefore funded from voted 
monies to the Department of Education and Skills.  The table following shows the allocation to 
NEPS for each of the last 10 years along with the out-turn expenditure figure.  This funding is 
utilised to pay for the pay costs of NEPS Psychologist and Administrative staffing, the cost of 
SCPA and for the full range of non-pay costs involved in maintaining service to schools through 
a 23 office regional structure including staff travel & subsistence, psychometric test materials, 
office maintenance and provisioning.

NEPS Allocated Budget and expenditure 2007 to 2016

Year Allocation Out-Turn
€m €m

2007 17.700 15.586
2008 17.900 17.137
2009 21.662 18.853
2010 22.414 16.657
2010 22.414 16.657
2011 18.629 17.763
2012 18.719 17.261
2013 18.368 17.437
2014 18.124 17.038
2015 18.075 17.179
2016 18.250

08/06/2016WRK01150National Educational Psychological Service

08/06/2016WRK01200206. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the waiting time for 
the assessment of children with special education needs by the National Educational Psycho-
logical Service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14569/16]

08/06/2016WRK01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy may be aware 
that my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) provides educa-
tional psychology service to all primary and post primary schools through an assigned NEPS 
psychologist and in some cases through the Scheme for Commissioning Psychological Assess-
ments (SCPA).

I can inform the Deputy that my Department, over the course of recent economic difficul-
ties, has not only maintained psychologists staffing levels within NEPS, but has increased them 
by some 10% since late 2008, to 162 whole time equivalent psychologists currently employed.  
Vacancies currently existing within the current sanctioned limit of 173 w.t.e. psychologists are 
currently being pursued by my Department with the Public Appointments Service with a view 
to appointing suitably qualified personnel from the current recruitment panel formed for this 
purpose.

The Programme for a Partnership Government commits that we will invest additional re-
sources in the National Educational Psychological Service to ensure earlier intervention and 
access for young children and teenagers and to offer immediate support to schools in cases of 
critical incidents.  The Programme commits to bring the total number of NEPS psychologists to 



Questions - Written Answers

86

238 from the current sanctioned limit of 173.

 NEPS does not maintain waiting lists but, in common with many other psychological ser-
vices and best international practice, NEPS has adopted a consultative model of service.  The 
focus is on empowering teachers to intervene effectively with pupils whose needs range from 
mild to severe and transient to enduring.  Psychologists use a problem solving and solution ori-
ented consultative approach to maximize positive outcomes for these pupils.  NEPS encourages 
schools to use a continuum based assessment and intervention process whereby each school 
takes responsibility for initial assessment, educational planning and remedial intervention for 
pupils with learning, emotional or behavioural difficulties.  Teachers may consult their NEPS 
psychologist should they need to at this stage in the process.  Only in the event of a failure to 
make reasonable progress, in spite of the school’s best efforts in consultation with NEPS, will 
the psychologist become involved with an individual child for intensive intervention or assess-
ment.

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually.  It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention. 

I would advise if there are concerns in relation to the educational development of any stu-
dent that these should be raised, in the first instance, with the Principal of the school he/she is 
attending, with a view to the Principal discussing the situation with the assigned NEPS psy-
chologist.

08/06/2016WRK01350National Educational Psychological Service

08/06/2016WRK01400207. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the ratio of psy-
chologists to students in the National Educational Psychological Service over each of the years 
2006 to 2016 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14570/16]

08/06/2016WRK01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can inform the Deputy 
that my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) provides educa-
tional psychology service to all primary and post primary schools through an assigned NEPS 
psychologist and in some cases through the Scheme for Commissioning Psychological Assess-
ments (SCPA).  My Department, over the course of recent economic difficulties, has not only 
maintained psychologist staffing levels within NEPS, but has increased them by some 10% 
since late 2008, to 162 whole time equivalent psychologists currently employed.  While the 
numbers of psychologists have steadily increased over the past ten years despite expenditure 
constraints, the numbers of pupils enrolled in school has also grown rapidly.

The Programme for a Partnership Government commits that we will invest additional re-
sources in the National Educational Psychological Service to ensure earlier intervention and 
access for young children and teenagers and to offer immediate support to schools in cases of 
critical incidents.  The Programme commits to bring the total number of NEPS psychologists to 
238 from the current sanctioned limit of 173.

The table following sets out the ratio of NEPS Educational Psychologist employed numbers 
to the target student number in Primary and Post-Primary schools for the past 10 years.  The 
Deputy will note that in parallel to this nominal ratio my Department’s NEPS service also pro-
vided schools with assessment services through the above mentioned SCPA process.

NEPS ratio of Educational Psychologist to Primary & Post-Primary School Enrolment 
2006/7 to 2015/16.
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Academic 
Year

School 
Enrolment

Nep Psych 
Count

Full E.W.T 
No. Of Psy-
chologists (1)

Manage-
ment Posts 
(2)

Net (3) Gross Ratio 
(4)

Net Ratio 
(5)

06/07 763,069 124 117.8 8 109.8  6,478  6,950 
07/08 779,054 134 126.7 8 118.7  6,149  6,563 
08/09 793,994 155 148.5 4.8 143.7  5,347  5,525 
09/10 805,197 153 146.9 5 141.9  5,481  5,674 
10/11 813,081 165 158.9 9 149.9  5,117  5,424 
11/12 824,255 173 166 9 157  4,965  5,250 
12/13 837,109 171 168.8 9 159.8  4,959  5,238 
13/14 852,052 177 168.1 9 159.1  5,069  5,355 
14/15 863,866 177 166.9 9 157.9  5,176  5,471 
15/16 879,255 175 164.99 7 157.99  5,329  5,565 
Notes:

1. Psychologist number is stated in equivalent whole-time posts (E.W.T.) at 31 December 
of the year specified.

2. Management posts relate to the NEPS Director and Regional Director whose responsibili-
ties do not predominantly involve direct service to schools.

3. W.T.E. established Psychologist numbers minus Management posts.

4. Gross psychologist to pupil ratio based on full E.W.T staffing complement.

5. Net psychologist to pupil ratio based on NET E.W.T staffing complement minus manage-
ment personnel.

  Question No. 208 answered with Question No. 195.

08/06/2016WRK01650Disability Services Provision

08/06/2016WRK01700209. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the impact of the roll 
out of the network of disability teams on the provision of services to special classes; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [14572/16]

08/06/2016WRK01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Health therapy supports 
for children with disabilities, including physical and sensory therapy supports are provided 
by the Health Service Executive (HSE).  The HSE, which has statutory responsibility for the 
management and delivery of health and personal social services, is currently engaged in a re-
configuration of existing health related therapy resources for children with complex needs, into 
multi-disciplinary geographically based teams as part of its National Programme on Progress-
ing Disability Services for Children and Young People (0-18 years).   The aim of of this pro-
gramme is to achieve a national, unified approach to delivering disability health services so that 
there is a clear pathway to services for all children, regardless of where they live, what school 
they go to or the nature of their disability.   The education sector, which is working very closely 
with Health, is fully involved in the development of the Programme, to ensure that, from the 
children’s and parents’ perspective, the services provided by each sector are integrated, in so far 
as is possible.  The Deputy will be aware that the Programme for Partnership Government in-
cludes a commitment to introduce a new in-school speech and language service creating stron-
ger links between parents, teachers and speech and language therapists.  This Government has 
also committed to increase the number of HSE speech and language therapists by some 25%, 
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bringing the number up to 1,102.  Officials of my Department will meet counterparts in the De-
partments of Health, Children and Youth Affairs and the HSE in the coming weeks to consider 
the proposals and to commence the development of an implementation plan to give effect to the 
commitment.  I am confident that the proposed development of in-school provision, supported 
by the proposed additional resources  and the re-configuration of HSE multi-disciplinary geo-
graphically based teams in all regions across the country, will ensure that services for children 
with disabilities will be significantly improved. 

08/06/2016WRK01825Special Educational Needs Staff

08/06/2016WRK01900210. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of re-
source teachers who will be allocated in advance of the roll-out of the new model of resource 
allocation in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14573/16]

08/06/2016WRK02000212. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if all applications for 
resource teaching hours have been processed; if the number of posts available will be sufficient 
to meet demand; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14575/16]

08/06/2016WRK02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 210 and 212 together.  I wish to advise the Deputy that spending on provision for children 
with Special Educational Needs has been prioritised in recent years, despite the enormous pres-
sures on all public spending.

Funding for special education provision in 2016 will amount to some €1.4 billion, which 
is equivalent to approximately 17% of the gross overall current allocation for education and 
training.  It has increased by 10% in the past two years.   This funding provides for a range of 
supports and services, including additional learning and resource teaching support.  There are 
currently over 11,800 Learning Support and Resource Teacher posts in mainstream primary and 
post primary schools, providing additional teaching support to pupils with special educational 
needs.   The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has allocated 6,832 Resource 
Teaching posts to mainstream schools this year, which is an increase of 29% over the numbers 
allocated since 2011, which was 5265 posts.  A total of 7452 resource teaching posts is available 
to the NCSE to allocate to schools for the coming 2016/17 school year, which is an increase of 
over 600 posts on the current years allocation, and an increase of 41% over the numbers allo-
cated since 2011, which was 5265 posts.  The NCSE invited all schools to make applications for 
resource teaching support, for the 2016/17 school year, by 29th February. The NCSE advised all 
schools, on 28th April, 2016, of their allocations for resource teaching support for September 
2016.   7015 posts were allocated to schools at that time Details of these allocations are avail-
able at www.ncse.ie.  The remainder of the 7452 available are available for allocation by the 
NCSE to meet demand from further valid applications which may be received to September 
2016.  It is expected that the remaining posts will be sufficient to meet this demand.  As the allo-
cation process for 2016/17 is ongoing, it is not possible at this point to state how many resource 
teachers will be allocated in advance of the roll out of the proposed new allocation model.  The 
Deputy will be aware that a pilot of the model has been taking place across a number of schools 
in advance of implementation in the school system generally.   The pilot has been developed in 
order to test the model and to allow for the practical effect of the application of the new model 
in the 47 pilot schools to be evaluated.  A review of the pilot has now commenced.  This review 
will allow us to take into account the learning experiences of schools, principals, pupils and 
the views of parents over the course of the pilot.  On conclusion of the review a decision will 
be taken on the time frame for the full implementation of the proposed new allocation model. 
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08/06/2016WRK02150Special Education Review

08/06/2016WRK02200211. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the report on the 
review of the special needs assistant scheme has been completed; his consultations with stake-
holders as part of the review; if he will publish the report; when the National Council for Special 
Education will review the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14574/16]

08/06/2016WRK02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that recent years have seen very significant increases in the number of Special Needs Assistants 
(SNAs) which are being provided to school to support children with special educational care 
needs.  The number of SNA posts available for allocation to schools has increased from 10,575 
posts in 2011, to 12,040 to June 2016.  In the same period the number of children accessing 
SNA support has grown from approximately 22,000 to some 30,000 by the end of 2015. 

The increase in SNA numbers has also been supported by a very significant increase in the 
Budget for SNAs, rising from €332 million in 2011 to €402 million by the end of 2015.  

This has provided for a higher level of SNA support than ever before, which ensures that 
children with special educational needs can continue to participate in education and be sup-
ported in a manner appropriate to their needs.

However, it is also incumbent upon us to continue to review the scheme in order to ensure 
that the scheme is meeting its objectives to support children with special needs in schools, in 
the intended manner. 

A Value for Money and Policy Review of the SNA scheme was completed and published 
in 2011. This report is available at my Department’s website www.education.ie. The report 
includes details of the extensive consultations which took place with stakeholders during the 
course of this review.

Following the publication of the this Value for Money Review, in order to provide greater 
clarity to parents and schools in relation to the SNA scheme, as recommended by the review, 
my Department issued DES Circular 30/2014 in relation to the SNA scheme. Consultations also 
took place with stakeholders in relation to the publication of this Circular.  This Circular is also 
available on my Departments website.

As part of its decision to provide further additional SNA posts in July 2015, the then Gov-
ernment requested that a further review of the scheme should be undertaken.  The review, took 
the form of a Focussed Policy Assessment (FPA). 

The FPA was designed to review the extent to which the scheme continues to meet its objec-
tives and the extent to which resources are being utilised effectively and efficiently, in line with 
guidelines underpinning the scheme. 

This FPA forms part of the Department of Education and Skills (DES) commitment to the 
Public Spending Code (PSC) and evidence informed policy making.

Work on the FPA has now concluded and the Draft Report will now be considered by my 
Department.  When this process has concluded the Report will be published and next steps 
will be considered.  Throughout this process, the priority is what is the best form of additional 
investment for children with special needs and how to provide the best possible outcomes for 
those children.

  Question No. 212 answered with Question No. 210.
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08/06/2016WRK02550Employment Rights

08/06/2016WRK02600213. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of imple-
menting the recommendations of the Cush report; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[14576/16]

08/06/2016WRK02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Report of the Expert 
Group on Fixed Term and Part Time Employment in Lecturing contains a number of recom-
mendations that will assist in addressing the concerns raised about precarious employment by 
Union representatives.  My officials are currently taking steps to begin implementation of the 
recommendations to academic staff who have signed up to the Lansdowne Road Agreement. 

At this stage, it is envisaged that there will be little or no additional costs associated with 
the implementation of the recommendations in the Report apart from the possibility of minor 
costs associated with the recommendation concerning the establishment of a system where one 
person is responsible for dispute resolution in the university sector.  

08/06/2016WRK02750School Transport Expenditure

08/06/2016WRK02800214. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount his De-
partment is paying to private contractors for school transport; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [14577/16]

08/06/2016WRK02900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
In 2015, payments to contractors contracted by Bus Éireann under the School Transport Scheme 
amounted to almost €116 million.

08/06/2016WRL00200Special Educational Needs Service Provision

08/06/2016WRL00300215. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he will es-
tablish a national inclusion support service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14578/16]

08/06/2016WRL00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that on 10 February 2015, the establishment of a new Inclusion Support Service within the 
National Council for Special Education (NCSE) was announced to assist schools in supporting 
children with special education needs.

The service will include the Special Education Support Service (SESS), the National Be-
haviour Support Service (NBSS) and the Visiting Teacher Service for children who are deaf/
hard of hearing and for children who are blind/visually impaired (VTHVI service).

This change will mean that schools will receive a better and more integrated service from 
this new Inclusion Support Service.

I can advise that work is ongoing to transfer these services to the NCSE, who are currently 
recruiting, through the Public Appointments Service, a new Head of Service and Deputy Head 
of Service for the Visiting Teacher Service for young children and students who are Deaf/Hard 
of Hearing and to those who are Blind/Visually Impaired, their families and schools.

It is intended that the Inclusion Support Service will be operational from the beginning of 
the coming school year. It is also intended, however, that the existing services will continue as 
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normal as the new arrangements are put in place, with as little disruption as possible to service 
users, as progress is made to transfer these services to the NCSE.

08/06/2016WRL00500National Training Fund

08/06/2016WRL00600216. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the yield from in-
creasing the employer contribution to the national training fund to 1%, 2% and 3% of the reck-
onable earnings of employees; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14579/16]

08/06/2016WRL00700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The National Training Fund Act, 2000 provides for the imposition of a levy on employers in 
respect of certain employees to be used to give skills or to raise skills amongst those in, or seek-
ing employment.  The levy on employers is 0.7% of reckonable earnings in respect of employ-
ees in Class A and Class H employments, which represents approximately 75% of all insured 
employees.

It is estimated that the current levy on employers will generate €382 million in 2016. Based 
on this level of receipt, increases in the levy will generate the following annual income: 1% 
€546 million, 2% €1.092 billion and 3% €1.638 billion.

  Question No. 217 answered with Question No. 171.

08/06/2016WRL00900Garda Vetting Legislation

08/06/2016WRL01000218. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will make ar-
rangements for students starting a post-leaving certificate course to start in advance of Garda 
Síochána clearance coming through to ensure they are not delayed; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14581/16]

08/06/2016WRL01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be aware 
that new statutory vetting requirements under the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vul-
nerable Persons) Acts 2012 to 2016 were commenced by the Minister for Justice and Equality 
from 29 April 2016.  Under these requirements, an education provider must obtain a vetting 
disclosure from the National Vetting Bureau in respect of a student before it places or makes ar-
rangements for the placement of that student in work experience or activities where a necessary 
part of the placement involves work or activities with children or vulnerable persons.  Failure to 
comply with the vetting obligations under the Acts is a criminal offence.  There is no provision 
in the Act whereby an exemption to this requirement can be made.

08/06/2016WRL01200Higher Education Authority Staff

08/06/2016WRL01300219. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for the de-
lay in appointing a chief executive officer of the Higher Education Authority; if he will appoint 
an interim chief executive officer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14582/16]

08/06/2016WRL01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The current CEO of the 
Higher Education Authority is retiring from the post at the end of this month.  The process for 
the recruitment of his replacement was undertaken by the Public Appointments Service (PAS) 
and has recently concluded.  Discussions are ongoing between my Department and the Author-
ity in relation to the next steps.
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08/06/2016WRL01500Third Level Admissions Entry Requirements

08/06/2016WRL01600220. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is aware that the 
changes to the entrance requirements for universities, which reduce the value of a fourth A level 
for students from Northern Ireland, will impact on the ability of students in Northern Ireland to 
access high-point courses here; his plans to rectify this matter; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14583/16]

08/06/2016WRL01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I fully support the pro-
motion of better cross border flows of students.  However, I must point out that, under the 
Universities Act 1997, universities in Ireland are autonomous institutions and therefore have 
responsibility for the day to day management of their own affairs, including issues relating to 
admissions.  Accordingly, the entry requirements for third level education courses are deter-
mined by individual higher education institutions.  The Central Applications Office (CAO) 
administer the processing of applications on behalf of the higher education institutions and my 
Department does not have any role or function in relation to this.  However, I can provide you 
with the following information in relation to the matter raised.

The Irish Universities Association has developed a revised model for converting A-level 
grades to Leaving Certificate points for the purposes of entry to universities here from 2016.  
This adjustment will favour A Level students, given the desire of Irish universities to attract 
more applications from Northern Ireland, and the UK generally, and given that only small num-
bers of Northern Irish students sit four A Level subjects.

Following a detailed statistical analysis, involving detailed analysis of GCE and A Level 
participation rates and performances across the UK and in Northern Ireland, and conducted in 
cooperation with the CCEA in Belfast, it has been agreed that the revised model will increase 
the points for an A* grade from 150 to 180, for an A from 135 to 150, and make further adjust-
ments to other grades.  This will remove a significant disincentive for students who sit only 3 
A Level exams, which meant they could not realistically compete for many of the more high-
demand courses in Irish universities, and will apply from 2016.  The revised model resulting 
from this work can be found at:

http://www.iua.ie/universities-agree-revised-model-for-converting-a-level-grades-to-leav-
ing-certificate-points/.

Because the points for A* have been increased from 150 points to 180 points under the new 
model, it is necessary to cap the possible points achievable for a fourth subject at 60 points.  
This is to ensure that the total points which it is possible to achieve is 600 points, which is the 
maximum which can be achieved by those sitting the Irish Leaving Certificate, or by students 
presenting with four A* A Levels under the previous model.  In developing this model, the 
universities have endeavoured to ensure equality of opportunity for all applicants, whether they 
apply with an Irish Leaving Certificate or with a school leaving qualification from the UK or 
any other EU country.

If you require any further information in relation to this matter you should address your 
query directly to the Irish Universities Association who will be able to assist you in this regard.

08/06/2016WRL01800School Admissions

08/06/2016WRL01900221. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
Education (Admission to Schools) Bill 2015, including if and why he has removed it as a prior-
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ity from the legislative programme, given the Stage to which it had advanced. [14599/16]

08/06/2016WRL02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Programme for Gov-
ernment contains a commitment to publish new School Admissions legislation taking account 
of current draft proposals and addressing issues including publication of school enrolment poli-
cies, an end to waiting lists, introduction of annual enrolment structures, and transparency and 
fairness in admissions for pupils and their parents.

The Education (Admission to Schools) Bill which was published in April 2015 did not prog-
ress through the Houses of the Oireachtas and was not reinstated for the current Dáil session.

I have commenced a process of consultation with opposition parties to discuss my proposals 
to introduce a new Admissions Bill to make the process of enrolling children in school easier 
for parents.

Following these consultations, it is my intention to publish a new Admissions Bill during 
the current Dáil session.

08/06/2016WRL02100Schools Site Acquisitions

08/06/2016WRL02200222. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills to investigate the 
possibility of purchasing the Augustinian Novitiate building on Old Court Road, Killakee, 
Rathfarnham, Dublin 16 as a secondary school. [14629/16]

08/06/2016WRL02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Officials from my Depart-
ment are working closely with officials from South Dublin County Council under the Memo-
randum of Understanding for the acquisition of school sites to procure a suitable site for a post-
primary school to serve the Firhouse area.  A site acquisition process is underway at present.

Given the commercial sensitivities associated with land acquisitions generally I am not in a 
position to provide further details at this time.  I can, however, assure you that the acquisition 
of a new site for the school is a priority for the Department.

08/06/2016WRL02400Teaching Qualifications

08/06/2016WRL02500223. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the changes 
to the Teaching Council’s registration regulations, in particular, regulation 3 which is affect-
ing the graduates of a college (details supplied); the impact these changes will have on special 
education in pre-schools and primary schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14630/16]

08/06/2016WRL02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Since 2006, the Teaching 
Council is the body with statutory responsibility and authority for regulation of the teaching 
profession, including the registration of teachers under the Teaching Council Acts 2001-2015.

Under the Teaching Council [Registration] Regulations 2009, Regulation 3 (Montessori 
and other categories), graduates with certain Montessori qualifications (Level 8 on the National 
Framework of Qualifications) are allowed to be registered as teachers to teach in certain re-
stricted settings in recognized schools.

It is my Department’s policy that all students should be taught by fully qualified teachers.  
Lengthening and reconfiguring the programmes of initial teacher education is a key component 
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of the National Strategy to Improve Literacy and Numeracy among Children and Young People 
2011-2020.  These changes were incorporated into the Teaching Council’s Policy Paper on the 
Continuum of Teacher Education, which set the criteria for providers of initial teacher educa-
tion.

A revision to the registration regulations was required to provide for the recognition of 
graduates of the 59 reconceptualised programmes of initial teacher education which are accred-
ited by the Council as qualifying persons to teach in Ireland.  Following significant stakeholder 
engagement, revised regulations were drawn up by the Teaching Council.

The revised regulations also give effect to changes made in the Teaching Council (Amend-
ment) Act 2015, such as the placing of the garda vetting of new teachers on a statutory footing.  
They provide for persons currently registered with the Council under Regulation 3 on the basis 
of holding a level 8 Montessori qualification and allow for the registration of persons who ob-
tain a level 8 Montessori qualification, where the course is commenced on or before 1 October 
2016 and the qualification is obtained before the end of 2021.

The regulations were recently provided to my Department for my consent and approval.

The Deputy should note that my Department has no plans to change the current position 
whereby teachers who are registered with a level 8 Montessori qualification under Regulation 3 
(or its equivalent in the new regulations) are eligible for employment as teachers of pupils with 
special education needs in recognized mainstream primary schools and special schools.

08/06/2016WRL02700Schools Refurbishment

08/06/2016WRL02800224. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Education and Skills to provide additional 
funding to a school (details supplied) to carry out works; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14641/16]

08/06/2016WRL02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that my 
Department approved funding for window works to the school referred to under the Summer 
Works Scheme (2014/2015).  The school subsequently reverted to my Department seeking 
additional funding for a revised scope of works.  This application is currently being assessed 
by my Department to confirm whether the project needs to be retendered.  A decision will be 
conveyed to the school authority as soon as this process has been finalised.

08/06/2016WRL03000School Transport Expenditure

08/06/2016WRL03100225. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding mech-
anism by which he pays Bus Éireann and private contractors under the school transport scheme; 
if he provides funding per pupil or per school bus route and how his Department estimated the 
unit cost per pupil mentioned in Parliamentary Question No. 238 of 3 December 2015; and if 
this represented the average unit cost or the actual cost per pupil. [14661/16]

08/06/2016WRL03200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
Payments made to Bus Éireann, which operates the School Transport Scheme on behalf of my 
Department are in line with the Summary of Accounting Arrangements relating to the Transport 
Scheme for Primary and Post-Primary School Children dated 1 January 1975.   

Interim payments are made to Bus Éireann during the year on an agreed basis and a balanc-
ing statement is provided to the Department at the end of each calendar year.  Bus Éireann is 
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responsible for paying any private contractors who provide School Transport services and the 
Department is aware that contractor payments are made in line with the contracts in place with 
these contractors.

The Statements of Account are published on my Department’s website at www.education.ie.

It is a matter for Bus Éireann, which operates the school transport scheme on behalf of my 
Department, to procure contractors to provide services for school transport purposes.

Bus Éireann is obliged to tender all works, goods and services in line with the European 
Directives on public procurement, which includes school transport services performed by con-
tractors under the School Transport Scheme.

It is a matter for each tenderer to decide what price they wish to quote for the work con-
cerned taking into consideration their operating costs over the course of the contract period.

The unit cost per pupil referred to represents the average unit costs and was calculated by 
reference to total expenditure on the relevant element of the Scheme and the number of children 
travelling for primary, post primary and children with special educational needs.

08/06/2016WRL03300School Transport Expenditure

08/06/2016WRL03400226. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills to what extent 
the contribution from parents for students availing of the school transport scheme on a conces-
sionary basis covers the cost of providing the service; and the amount of parental contributions 
that would cover the cost of providing the scheme for primary, secondary and special needs 
students. [14662/16]

08/06/2016WRL03500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
In 2015, parental contributions amounted to over €13 million, representing 7.9% of the total 
cost of the School Transport Scheme.

The annual charge currently applied for primary school transport for both eligible and con-
cessionary tickets is €100 per child per annum, or a family maximum of €220 for primary chil-
dren only while at post primary level the current charge is €350, or an overall family maximum 
of €650.

The charge payable is a contribution towards the overall cost and does not actually reflect 
the true cost of providing school transport services.

For the 2015/16 school year, over 11,000 children at both primary and post primary level 
availed of school transport on a concessionary basis.

08/06/2016WRL03600Bullying in Educational Institutions

08/06/2016WRL03700227. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills why an educational 
institution (details supplied) does not have an anti-bullying policy or established procedures for 
dealing with complaints of bullying. [14679/16]

08/06/2016WRL03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The institution to which 
the Deputy refers is a private charitable trust and its anti-bullying policy is a matter for the 
institution and not my Department.  My Department is aware, however, that the institution has 
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adopted the “Dignity and Respect Policy” of the university of which it is an associated college.  
The policy has been in place from some years and is made available to all students on the Insti-
tution’s Virtual Learning Environment.

The Deputy may wish to note that the Teaching Council, the statutory body that sets and 
upholds the standards for entry to the teaching profession, reviews and accredits programmes 
of initial teacher education provided by Higher Education Institutions, including the Institution  
to which the Deputy refers.  The Council’s Criteria and Guidelines for Programme Providers 
require that there should be adequate provision for the personal and social development and 
pastoral care of student teachers.

08/06/2016WRL03900Higher Education Institutions Staff

08/06/2016WRL04000228. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills why an educational in-
stitution (details supplied) has a large student to staff ratio despite the teaching council’s Initial 
Teacher Education: Criteria and Guidelines for Programme Providers recommending a ratio of 
15:1 and despite the institution having substantial cash reserves. [14680/16]

08/06/2016WRL04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Institution (HEI) con-
cerned is a private body.  It receives funding from my Department in respect of students en-
rolled in its Professional Masters of Education Programme which has been accredited by the 
Teaching Council.

The Council is the statutory body that sets and upholds the standards for entry to the profes-
sion.  One of the ways it does this is by reviewing and accrediting programmes of initial teacher 
education provided by Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) in the State.  In order to guide its 
review of programmes, the Teaching Council published Criteria and Guidelines for Programme 
Providers.

The post graduate primary initial teacher education programme run by the HEI to which the 
Deputy refers was reconfigured in 2014 and the new Professional Masters of Education was 
accredited by the Teaching Council in July 2014.

One of the recommendations made by the Teaching Council as part of the accreditation pro-
cess was that the HEI should take steps, wherever possible, to improve staff/student ratios.  The 
accreditation report further recommended that accreditation be granted for 3 years after which 
time a mid-term progress report would be submitted by the HEI.  This progress report is due in 
July 2017 and a decision will then be by the Teaching Council on granting a further period of 
accreditation.

08/06/2016WRL04200School Staff

08/06/2016WRL04300229. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he will 
review the staffing thresholds for two, three and four-teacher schools; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14690/16]

08/06/2016WRL04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Programme for Gov-
ernment has a commitment to reduce class sizes at primary level and to commencing a review 
within three months of teacher appointment thresholds in small schools with four teachers or 
less.

The pupil teacher ratio in the current school year is 1 classroom teacher for every 28 pupils.
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Budget 2016 provides for a one point adjustment to the staffing allocation to primary schools, 
which will be implemented for the 2016/17 school year.  This will see the primary staffing 
schedule operate on the basis of a general average of 1 classroom teacher for every 27 pupils.  
Lower thresholds apply for DEIS Band 1 schools. Staffing arrangements for the 2016/17 school 
year are available in Circular 0007/2016, which is published on the Department website.

In the next Budget I will consider the best approach to further meeting commitments in the 
Programme for Government.

08/06/2016WRM00200Teachers’ Remuneration

08/06/2016WRM00300230. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
entitlements for a teacher (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14717/16]

08/06/2016WRM00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to set out the 
sequence of policy and budgetary measures in relation to appointees to teaching and their pay 
entitlements that have occurred over the last number of years.

The first measure took effect on 1 September 2010.  It requires that, in order to be eligible 
to receive the qualified rate of pay and allowances, a person on their first appointment to teach-
ing must be registered with the Teaching Council and appropriately qualified for that position.  
This was introduced for the purpose of ensuring quality and promoting professional standards 
in teaching and this goal has been strongly supported by the teacher unions.

The second measure was taken as part of Budget 2011.  The last Government applied a re-
duction in the pay of new entrants to the public service.  In the case of new teachers, a reduction 
of 10% was applied to pay and certain allowances and all new teachers were required to start 
on the first point of the scale rather than the third point as had previously been the case for most 
teachers.  The new pay rates applied to all teachers who were new appointees or who became 
qualified on or after 1 January 2011.

In 2012 a public service-wide review of allowances was also carried out by the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform and, pending its outcome, the payment of qualification 
allowances was suspended with effect from 1 February 2012.  As a result of the review, the 
Government abolished qualification allowances with effect from that date and a new salary 
scale was created with a starting point equivalent to the fourth point of the previous scale for all 
entrants to teaching.  This reduced the impact of the ending of the qualification allowances and 
ensured a broad consistency across the public service.

The effect of the above measures with regard to salary for teachers is explained below.

1. A person first appointed to an Oireachtas funded teaching post before 1 January 2011 
whose date of first qualified Oireachtas funded teaching service is–

(a) before 5 December 2011, will be paid on the pre-2011 qualified pay scale and the quali-
fication allowances applicable to that scale,

(b) between 5 December 2011 and 28 April 2013, will be paid on pre-2011 pay scale and 
qualification allowances applicable to that scale subject to the maximum value of the honours 
primary degree allowance applicable to that scale, or

(c) on or after 29 April 2013, will be paid on the 1 February 2012 pay scale with no quali-
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fication allowances.

2. A person first appointed to an Oireachtas funded teaching post between 1 January 2011 
and 31 January 2012, whose date of first qualified Oireachtas funded teaching service is–

(a) before 5 December 2011, will be paid on the 1 January 2011 qualified pay scale and the 
qualification allowances applicable to that scale,

(b) between 5 December 2011 and 28 April 2013, will be paid on the 1 January 2011 pay 
scale and qualification allowances applicable to that scale subject to the maximum value of the 
honours primary degree allowance applicable to that scale, or

(c) on or after 29 April 2013, will be paid on the 1 February 2012 pay scale with no quali-
fication allowances.

3. A person first appointed to an Oireachtas funded teaching post on or after 1 February 2012 
whose date of first qualified Oireachtas funded teaching service is on or after that date will be 
paid on the 1 February 2012 pay scale with no qualification allowances.

According to the records available within my Department, the person referred to by the 
Deputy was first appointed to an Oireachtas funded post on the 16th April 2007 with Co. Louth 
VEC.  He was subsequently appointed to an Oireachtas funded post within a post primary 
school on my Department’s post primary payroll on the 12th September 2007 and he was em-
ployed as an unqualified substitute teacher.  In order to be eligible to receive the qualified rate 
of pay in a post primary school on my Department’s post primary payroll the employee must 
have the relevant qualifications which include a degree and a higher diploma in education.  The 
person referred to by the Deputy qualified as a post primary teacher in 2013 and he is registered 
with the Teaching Council since the 11th October 2013.  His first qualified appointment to an 
Oireachtas funded teaching post on the post primary sector is 07th March 2014.  As this date is 
later than 29th April 2013, and as set out at number 1(c) above, he is entitled to be placed on the 
1st February 2012 pay scale with no qualification allowances.

Unqualified service in the post primary sector, prior to completing the Higher Diploma in 
Education, is not eligible for consideration when assigning a teacher to the relevant pay scale.  
In relation to his employment with the VEC /ETB, if he was employed in a qualified capacity 
by the VEC/ETB, his previous service may be considered when assessing the entry scale.  He 
should  apply to the appropriate ETB authority for a statement setting out the capacity in which 
he was employed, the period of time, the scale point he was placed on and submit the informa-
tion to the Post Primary Payroll Section of my Department for review.

The Single Public Service Pension Scheme (SPS) was introduced in January 2013 for all 
new teaching appointees and for staff re-entering service after a break of six months or greater.  
The teacher in question was not paid on my Department’s payrolls for a period in excess of 6 
months in the 2012 /2013 school year and he was placed in the new scheme on his appointment.  
If he worked in any other public service body during that period and did not have a break of 6 
months or more from public service employment, he should submit documentation to that effect 
to the Post Primary Payroll Section of my Department so that his pension scheme membership 
can be reviewed and amended if appropriate.

08/06/2016WRM00500Special Educational Needs Staff

08/06/2016WRM00600231. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
employ a second special educational needs teacher or a special education assistant in a school 



8 June 2016

99

(details supplied) in which there are four children with special educational needs but only one 
special educational needs teacher; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14726/16]

08/06/2016WRM00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network of local Special Educational 
Needs Organisers (SENOs), for allocating special educational needs supports, including Spe-
cial Needs Assistants (SNAs) and Resource Teaching support to schools to support children 
with special educational needs.  The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocat-
ing such support.

This year, 12,040 SNAs are available for allocation to primary and secondary schools, to 
the end of the 2015/16 school year, which is an increase of almost 14% in the number of posts 
available since 2011.  In the same period the number of children accessing SNA support has 
grown from approximately 22,000 to some 30,000 by the end of 2015.

The increase in SNA numbers has been supported by a very significant increase in the Bud-
get for SNAs, rising from €332 million in 2011 to €402 million by the end of 2015.

This is a higher level of SNA support than ever before, and has ensured that all children with 
special educational needs who qualify for access to SNA support, in accordance with the terms 
of my Departments criteria, as set out in DES Circular 30/2014, have been able to access such 
support.

Separately, the NCSE allocates resource teaching hours to schools for children who have 
been assessed within the low incidence, or more complex, category of special need.  Budget 
2016 made additional provision, increasing the number from 6705 at the end of 2015 to 6852 
at the end of June 2016, which is an increase of 29% over the numbers allocated since 2011. 
Provision has been made for 7452 posts to the end of 2016.

This additional provision has meant that resource teaching allocations have been provided 
to schools in respect of all children who have qualified for resource teaching support, in ac-
cordance with the terms of my Departments criteria which are set out in DES Circular 02/05.

All schools were asked to apply for Resource Teaching and SNA support for the 2016/17 
school year by 29th February, 2016.  The NCSE continues to accept applications in recognition 
that enrolments may not have been completed or where assessments were not completed.  The 
NCSE will consider these applications and make further allocations to schools in respect of 
valid applications which have been received to September.

The NCSE advised schools of their resource teaching allocations for the 2016/17 school 
year in May of this year and will advise all schools of their allocations for SNA support for 
2016/17 as soon as possible in advance of the coming school year.

Details of the manner in which a school or parent may appeal the level of SNA or resource 
teaching allocation which has been made to support a child in school, to the NCSE, is set out 
on the NCSE website.

As the Deputy’s question relates to the resource hours and SNA support provision for a par-
ticular school I have referred this question to the NCSE for their consideration and direct reply 
to the Deputy.

08/06/2016WRM00800Schools Building Projects Applications
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08/06/2016WRM00900232. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he will 
provide funding which has been granted to a school (details supplied) for an autism unit; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14729/16]

08/06/2016WRM01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that the 
school referred to by the Deputy has submitted an application for additional accommodation.

The application concerned is currently being assessed and a decision will be conveyed to the 
school authority as soon as this process has been finalised.

08/06/2016WRM01100Student Accommodation

08/06/2016WRM01200233. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills to provide assis-
tance to the Dublin students union in the National University of Ireland in its proposed publicity 
campaign related to rent-a-room accommodation. [14745/16]

08/06/2016WRM01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Government is very 
conscious of the concerns regarding the availability of accommodation for students.  The reality 
is that dealing comprehensively with this issue will only take place as part of a more general 
programme to address the major housing and homelessness issue, and the new Government has 
appointed a specific Minister for Housing with a commitment to develop an Action Plan for 
Housing within 100 days.  The Dáil has also established a Committee on Housing and Home-
lessness to review the implications of these problems and to make recommendations in that 
regard.  My Department has made a submission to this Committee specifically in relation to the 
issue of Student Accommodation.

In relation to student accommodation, the report, Student Accommodation: Demand & Sup-
ply, which was published last year by the Minister for Education and Skills sets out clearly that 
the demand for student accommodation outstrips supply in certain areas and will continue to do 
so in the coming years.

The full report can be accessed at:

http://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Education-Reports/Report-on-Student-Accommo-
dation-Demand-and-Supply.pdf.

There are 13 useful recommendations in this report some of which include capital financ-
ing, tax considerations and planning issues, as well as support for the rent-a-room scheme.  
Specifically in relation to Taxation, one of the recommendations contained in the Report is that 
consideration should be given to tax measures to develop on-campus accommodation for HEIs.

The previous Minister for Education and Skills introduced two immediate actions to begin 
this work.

Firstly, funding was provided by the HEA to the Union of Students’ (USI) in Ireland to 
progress short-term solutions for students in need of accommodation.  This funding will allow 
USI to develop their homes.usi.ie website, to communicate more effectively to student and ho-
meowners, and to carry out research into this important issue.

Secondly, the establishment of an inter-departmental steering group to examine the recom-
mendations contained in the HEA Report and to provide a coordinating mechanism to ensure 
that the higher education institutions have access to information on new potential funding and 
delivery models.
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In addition to this, I should point out that a number of our Higher Education Institutions 
have Student Accommodation projects ongoing, or in the pipeline, with a number of additional 
on-campus Student Accommodation bed-spaces to come online from September 2016.  May-
nooth University have 296 new on-campus bed spaces, and UCD have 350 new on-campus bed 
spaces, which are due to come on stream in Autumn 2016.

In addition to this six other Higher Education Institutions are currently engaged in, or going 
through the planning phases for student accommodation projects, namely National University 
of Ireland Galway, Trinity College Dublin, University of Limerick, Dublin City University, 
University College Cork and Dublin Institute of Technology.  

My Department is also examining other potential options for funding projects in conjunc-
tion with relevant stakeholders.

Given the similar nature of the UCD Students’ Union proposal to that advanced by the USI, 
it would appear that the appropriate next line of communication for UCD Students’ Union 
would be for them to discuss their proposal directly with the USI.

  Question No. 234 answered with Question No. 163.

08/06/2016WRM01500Schools Building Projects Applications

08/06/2016WRM01600235. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an ap-
plication by a school (details supplied) for funding and the go-ahead in respect of adaptation 
works required, including when he will make a decision; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14749/16]

08/06/2016WRM01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can confirm that the 
school referred to by the Deputy recently submitted an application for additional accommoda-
tion.

The application is being assessed and a decision will be conveyed to the school authority as 
soon as this process has been finalised.

08/06/2016WRM01800Schools Building Projects Status

08/06/2016WRM01900236. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a school 
building project (details supplied), including when he will commence and complete the works; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14767/16]

08/06/2016WRM02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that the project for the school she referred to commenced on site on the 30th May 2016 
and subject to no issues arising will take approximately 18 months to complete.

08/06/2016WRM02100Pleananna Oideachais

08/06/2016WRM02200237. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna cén uair 
atá sé i gceist Beartas Oideachais don Ghaeltacht a fhoilsiú; cad iad na bearta a chaithfear a 
dhéanamh sula bhfoilseofar é; an bhfuil costáil déanta ar chur i bhfeidhm an phlean; an bhfuil 
soláthar airgid curtha ar fáil chuige seo; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [14815/16]
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08/06/2016WRM02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Tá obair idir láimhe faoi 
láthair chun an polasaí deiridh don oideachas Gaeltachta a thabhairt chun críche ag tabhairt san 
áireamh torthaí an phróisis chomhairliúcháin.  Tá na roghanna polasaí agus poitéinseal na ng-
níomhaíochtaí éagsúla á scrúdú le hais na costais agus na tairbhí, agus i bhfianaise thorthaí an 
phróisis chomhairliúcháin ar na moltaí polasaí, ach go háirithe na roghanna polasaí a rachadh 
chun tairbhe na teanga agus an oideachais Ghaeltachta.

Tá sé aitheanta ag an Rialtas go bhfuil bearta acmhainní breise ag teastáil chun cur chuige, 
de réir mar atá léirithe sna Moltaí Polasaí, a chur i bhfeidhm, ach tá cinneadh le déanamh fós 
maidir le líon na n-acmhainní a bheidh i gceist.  Beidh an polasaí Gaeltachta á chur faoi bhráid 
an Rialtais ag an Aire in 2016.

08/06/2016WRM02400Gaelscoil Issues

08/06/2016WRM02500238. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna an bhfuil sé 
i gceist Gaelscoil bhreise a chur ar fáil i gceantar Dhroim Conrach/Marino; cad iad na critéir 
a úsáidtear le haghaidh aitheantas a thabhairt do Ghaelscoil nua agus cén beartas atá ann lena 
chinntiú go mbeidh dóthain Gaelscoileanna ann chun freastal ar an éileamh ar Ghaelscoileanna 
ar fud na tíre; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [14816/16]

08/06/2016WRM02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Ó 2011 ní gnách scoile-
anna nua a thógáil ach amháin i gceantair ina bhfuil méadú ar an daonra. Tá próiseas oscailte 
cinnte pátrúnachta i bhfeidhm ag an Roinn maidir le cé a bheidh mar phatrún ar na scoileanna. 
Is faoi gach patrún agus patrún ionchasach atá sé iarratas a dhéanamh faoin bpróiseas seo agus 
is é éileamh ó thuismitheoirí an rud is tábhachtaí.

Tá Córas Faisnéise Geografaí in úsáid ag an Roinn chun na ceantair ar fud na tíre is mó atá 
faoi bhrú déimeagrafach a aithint. Sa chóras seo úsáidtear sonraí ón bPríomh-Oifig Staidrimh, ó 
Shuirbhéireacht Ordanáis na hÉireann, ón Roinn Coimirce Sóisialaí agus ón bhunachair shonraí 
na Roinne seo.  Leis an bhfaisnéis seo, déanann an Roinn seo againne cleachtaí déimeagrafacha 
ar fud na tíre lena fháil amach cá háit a bhfuil gá le cóiríocht bhreise scoile ar leibhéal bunscoile 
agus iarbhunscoile araon.

Maidir le mo chinneadh ar phátrúnacht cheantar Dhroim Conrach/Marino, rinne an Roinn 
seo measúnú ar na hiarratais a fuarthas agus d’ullmhaigh tuarascáil le cur faoi bhráid an Ghrúpa 
um Bunú Scoileanna Nua, a chur a dtuarascáil siúd agus a gcuid moltaí ar aghaidh chugamsa 
le go mbreithneoinn iad agus cinneadh deireanach a dhéanamh.  Ghlac mé lena moladh agus 
beidh an phátrúnacht mar a fógraíodh í.  Cé go léirítear sa tuarascáil mheasúnaithe pátrúnachta 
atá foilsithe ar shuíomh idirlín mo Roinne go raibh tacaíocht shubstaintiúil ann do scoil lán-
Ghaeilge, léirítear go raibh beagnach a dhá oiread sin de chéadroghanna bailí ann do scoil faoi 
phátrúnacht Ag Foghlaim le Chéile sa cheantar seo.  Mar sin féin, rinne an Grúpa tagairt don 
éileamh láidir ar oideachas Gaeilge i gceantar Dhroim Conrach/Marino agus mhol siad an t-
ábhar a choimeád faoi athbhreithniú i gcleachtaí déimeagrafacha a dhéanfar amach anseo.

Mar is eol don Teachta, b’fhéidir, is é an príomhchúram atá ar an Roinn seo ná a chinntiú go 
bhfuil slí sna scoileanna in aon cheantar ar leith do na daltaí uile a iarrann áit iontu. De bharr 
brúnna déimeagrafacha, b’fhéidir nach bhfaigheadh gach dalta áit sa scoil is céadrogha leis nó 
léi.

Tá sonraí faoi na critéir do scoileanna nua a bhunú le fáil ar shuíomh idirlín mo Roinne ag:

http://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Information/Establishing-a-New-School.
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Leis na próisis cinnte pátrúnachta arna reáchtáil ag mo Roinnse agus leis an mbéim ar leith 
a gcuirtear dá réir ar chéadrogha na dtuismitheoirí maidir leis an gcinéal scoile atá le bunú, 
cinntítear go dtugtar freagairt dhíreach ar an éileamh ó thuismitheoirí ar Ghaelscoileanna nó ar 
chineálacha eile scoileanna nuair a bhíonn scoileanna nua á mbunú.

Since 2011 new schools are generally only being established in areas of demographic 
growth.  The Department runs an open patronage determination process to decide who will 
operate the schools.  It is open to all patrons and prospective patrons to apply under this process 
and parental demand is key to this process.

The Department uses a Geographical Information System to identify the areas under in-
creased demographic pressure nationwide.  The system uses data from the Central Statistics 
Office, Ordnance Survey Ireland, the Department of Social Protection and information from 
my Department’s own databases.  With this information, my Department carries out nationwide 
demographic exercises to determine where additional school accommodation is needed at pri-
mary and post-primary level.

With regard to the decision on the patronage for the Drumcondra/Marino area my Depart-
ment assessed the applications received and prepared a report for the consideration of the New 
Schools Establishment Group (NSEG) who then submitted their report with recommendations 
to me for consideration and final decision.  The patronage assessment report which is published 
on my Department website, while indicating substantial support for an Irish medium school, 
reflects nearly twice as many valid preferences for an Educate Together school in this area.  I ac-
cepted their recommendation and patronage will remain as announced.  The NSEG did note the 
strong level of demand for Irish medium education in the Drumcondra/Marino area and recom-
mended that this should be kept under review in the context of future demographic exercises.

As the Deputy may be aware, my Department’s main responsibility is to ensure that schools 
in an area can, between them, cater for all pupils seeking places due to demographic pressures.  
This may result, however, in some pupils not obtaining a place in the school of their first choice.

  Details of the criteria for the establishment of new schools is available on my Department’s 
website at:

  http://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Information/Establishing-a-New-School.  

The patronage determination processes run by my Department which place a particular em-
phasis on parental demand/preference for the type of school to be established, ensure that there 
is a direct response to demand from parents for gaelscoileanna or other school types, where new 
schools are being established.

08/06/2016WRM02700Schools Building Projects Status

08/06/2016WRM02800239. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
extension at a school (details supplied); why it is not going ahead; if he will provide extra fund-
ing for it to proceed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14909/16]

08/06/2016WRM02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The school building proj-
ect for the project to which the Deputy refers is at an advanced stage of architectural planning.  
All statutory approvals have been obtained and the Stage 2b submission has been approved by 
my Department.  

However, on 1st January 2016 there were 66 major projects under construction.  Since the 
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start of this year 14 more major projects have been progressed to construction and there are cur-
rently 36 projects authorised to progress through the tender process with a view to starting on 
site in the coming months.  That represents a total of 116 major projects either under construc-
tion or progressing to commence construction in 2016.  The existing contractual commitments 
for 2016 now fully account for the funding allocation available in 2016.

My officials will continue to closely monitor expenditure on existing contractual commit-
ments over the coming months and, as funding allows, other projects, including the project for 
the school in questions, will be considered for progression through the tender process with a 
view to starting on site as soon as possible.

  Question No. 240 answered with Question No. 198.

08/06/2016WRM03100Access to Higher Education

08/06/2016WRM03200241. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the schemes he is 
running to promote access to third level education by lower socioeconomic groups, disabled 
students and mature students; the funding his Department has allocated to each in each of the 
years 2011 to 2016 to date; if any of the schemes are on a statutory footing or if they are initia-
tives by a body or institution of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14992/16]

08/06/2016WRM03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department provides 
supports to facilitate greater levels of participation by students from lower socio-economic 
groups, mature students and students with disabilities.  The principal support is provided for 
under the statutory based student grant scheme, which makes available means-tested financial 
assistance to students in further and higher education by Student Universal Support Ireland 
(SUSI).

Other targeted access supports include the Student Assistance Fund (SAF) and the Fund for 
students with Disabilities (FSD).  The SAF and the FSD are components of the Third Level 
Access Measure (TLAM) co-financed by the European Social Fund and managed by the HEA 
on behalf of the Department.  The HEA allocate funding to participating institutions to support 
students with a disability, mature students and those from socio-economically disadvantaged 
backgrounds to participate in third level education.  Details on the amount allocated to partici-
pating institutions for eligible students over the past five academic years are attached.

Table 1: Funding allocated to institutions under the TLA Funding programmes

Academic Year FSD SAF
2011-12 10.8m 9m
2012-13 10.6m 11m
2013-14 10.3m 8.35m
2014-15 10.4m 6.6m
2015-16 10.4m 6.34m

08/06/2016WRM03400Special Educational Needs Expenditure

08/06/2016WRM03500242. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to carry 
out a full costing of the implementation of the Education for Persons with Special Educational 
Needs Act 2004; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14993/16]
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08/06/2016WRM03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that, Section 2 of the Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs (EPSEN) Act 
2004, providing for the inclusive education of children with special educational needs and the 
sections of the Act which placed the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) on a statu-
tory footing, were commenced in 2005.

The remaining sections of the EPSEN Act have yet to be commenced. Legal advice indi-
cates that the EPSEN Act, as it is currently constituted, may not be implemented on a phased, 
or age cohort, basis.

The NCSE has published a Plan for the Implementation of the EPSEN Act.  This report, 
which was published in 2006, made recommendations which suggested that additional invest-
ment over a period of years of up to €235m per annum, across the education and health sectors, 
would be required to fully implement the EPSEN Act.  The estimate of costs did not desegre-
gate costs which related only to the introduction of Individual Education Plans.

My Department’s opinion is that the level of investment required could be significantly 
greater than that envisaged in the NCSE report.  However, a total estimate of this amount has 
not been quantified.

Revised estimates of the amount of additional expenditure required to fully implement re-
maining sectors of the EPSEN Act have not recently been conducted.  The level of additional 
expenditure required would have to take into account annual demographic growth and service 
developments in the area of special educational needs, pricing adjustments and salary cost dif-
ferentials on an ongoing basis.

Estimates would also have to be made as to the number of pupils who might qualify for the 
statutory service provisions envisaged by the EPSEN Act.

While awaiting the full implementation of the EPSEN Act, the NCSE has published a num-
ber of policy advice papers which make recommendations aimed at developing a better or more 
effective alternative to the current resource allocation model, and which aims to move the sys-
tem towards ultimate implementation of the EPSEN Act.

It is therefore intended to bring into effect many of the good ideas contained in the EPSEN 
Act, on a non-statutory basis initially, through policy developments across a range of areas, in 
conjunction with NCSE policy advice.  In such circumstances, I do not propose, at present, to 
carry out a full recosting exercise for the implementation of the statutory provision of the EP-
SEN Act.

Under the Programme for a Partnership Government I have also committed to consulting 
with stakeholders to see how best to progress sections of the EPSEN Act that were introduced 
on a non-statutory basis.

08/06/2016WRM03700Third Level Institutions

08/06/2016WRM03800243. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the third level insti-
tutions that are running at a deficit; the amount of the deficit by institution; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14994/16]

08/06/2016WRM03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Details of the Institutes of 
Technology that are showing a deficit in their draft financial statements for 2014/15 are set out 
in the attached table.
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All of the institutes listed with the exception of two - Dundalk Institute of Technology 
(DKIT) and Waterford Institute of Technology (WIT) - have reserves which can be used to meet 
their deficit.  DKIT and WIT have submitted financial plans to the Higher Education Authority 
(HEA) which will see the institutions return to an operating surplus within three years.

The HEA are closely monitoring the financial position of all of the IoTs and in particular 
are working closely with those operating in deficit to ensure appropriate mechanisms are put in 
place to eliminate the deficits as quickly as possible.

  Details of the Institutes of Technology showing a deficit according to the 2014/15 draft 
Financial Accounts are as follows:  .

Institute Deficit
Athlone Institute of Technology (€528,000)
Cork Institute of Technology (€2,393,000)
Dundalk Institute of Technology (€1,295,000)
Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology (€2,463,000)
Dun Laoghaire Institute of Art Design & Technology (€69,000)
Letterkenny Institute of Technology (€1,345,000)
Limerick Institute of Technology (€130,400)
Institute of Technology Tralee (€1,004,000)
Waterford Institute of Technology (€849,000)

08/06/2016WRM04000School Services Staff

08/06/2016WRM04100244. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding his De-
partment allocated to schools to cover ancillary services such as the employment of a school 
secretary or caretaker in each of the years 2006 to 2016 to date in tabular form; the cost of re-
storing this to 2008 levels taking increases in demographics into account; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14995/16]

08/06/2016WRM04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The table attached contains 
the breakdown of ancillary services grant to primary and voluntary secondary schools from 
2007 to 2016.

The rate of grants in 2016 are at or above the rate of grants in 2008.

The rate of grant reached its highest level in 2010 and were subsequently reduced in line 
with budgetary measures.  

Table of grants paid to Voluntary Secondary and Primary Schools 2007- 2016

Voluntary 
Secondary 
Schools 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 estimated

Amount 
paid

€41,776,284 €41,558,946 €43,057,427 €43,256,380 €41,081,728 €41,276,992 €41,600,844 €42,108,144 €42,678,021 €44,470,449

Primary 
Schools 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Amount 
paid

€65,549,683 €70,406,628 €73,659,244 €75,128,143 €72,331,526 €74,015,595 €75,579,772 €77,070,575 €78,823,180 €83,439,633

08/06/2016WRM04300Third Level Staff Recruitment

08/06/2016WRM04400245. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of reducing 
the academic staff to student ratio at third level to 1:15 in each of the years 2017 to 2021, taking 



8 June 2016

107

forecasted increases in student numbers into account; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14996/16]

08/06/2016WRM04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): In the 2014/15 academic 
year, there were just over 18,000 core staff across the higher education system (whole-time 
equivalents).  This figure encompasses some 9,800 academic staff and 8,300 non-academic 
staff.  These figures do not include contract research staff. There were just over 190,000 stu-
dents (whole-time equivalents) enrolled in 2014/15 giving an average academic staff:student 
ratio across the higher education system of 1:19.6.

The attached table provides estimated costs for reducing the academic staff:student ratio 
to 1:15 over the next five years.  These costs factor in projected increases in student numbers, 
which my Department has projected will increase by 8.7% by 2021 compared to 2014/15 en-
rolment levels.  The costs are based on a continuation of the current academic:non-academic 
staffing ratio of 1:0.85 and an average salary (including PRSI costs) of €63,000.

  Estimated cost of reducing the academic staff student ratio at third level to 1:15 over 
each of the next five years, taking account of projected demographic increases  

Year Cost (€m)
2017 €395
2018 €420
2019 €447
2020 €474
2021 €504

*Baseline Year – 2014/15  

08/06/2016WRM04600School Transport Data

08/06/2016WRM04700246. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of empty 
seats on school transport buses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14997/16]

08/06/2016WRM04800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
Currently, some 22,000 spare seats on school transport services have been allocated on a con-
cessionary basis to children who are not eligible for school transport.

Bus Éireann advise that in addition to these there are other spare seats on services but the 
actual overall number is not readily available.

08/06/2016WRM04900Third Level Staff Remuneration

08/06/2016WRM05000247. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the budget for sala-
ries and for non-salary-related activities by third level institution in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14998/16]

08/06/2016WRM05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): Details of estimate 2016 
pay and non-pay budgets for Higher Education Institutions funded by the HEA are detailed in 
the table that follows.  These figures are based on budget submissions received from the insti-
tutions to the HEA earlier this year.  These costs are funded from public and private funding 
streams.
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2016 Pay and Non-Pay Budgets of Higher Education Institutions 

HEI Pay Non-Pay Total
€000 €000 €000

UCD €217,405 €76,479 €293,884
UCC €146,637 €60,981 €207,618
NUIG €114,122 €49,028 €163,150
Maynooth University €57,259 €23,200 €80,459
TCD* €183,800 €116,500 €300,300
UL €96,815 €37,576 €134,391
DCU** €50,613 €21,691 €72,304
Mary Immaculate College €20,168 €6,421 €26,589
St. Patrick’s, Drumcondra €17,486 €5,862 €23,348
St. Angela’s €7,520 €1,447 €8,967
NCAD €9,756 €3,316 €13,072
Mater Dei €3,191 €770 €3,961
AIT €33,092 €8,585 €41,677
ITB €17,361 €5,834 €23,195
ITC €27,385 €8,637 €36,022
CIT €68,214 €25,137 €93,351
DIT €110,142 €34,557 €144,699
DKIT €33,896 €9,148 €43,044
IADT €13,284 €4,507 €17,791
GMIT €42,337 €10,856 €53,193
LYIT €22,555 €5,524 €28,079
LIT €40,601 €11,883 €52,484
ITS €29,451 €10,437 €39,888
ITTD €24,668 €7,265 €31,933
ITTra €21,167 €6,240 €27,407
WIT €63,837 €24,099 €87,936

* Based on consolidated financial statements

** Estimate based on 2014/15 accounts

08/06/2016WRN00150Third Level Funding

08/06/2016WRN00200248. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding his De-
partment provided and the proportion this was of total income by third level institution over 
each of the years 2006 to 2016 to date in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [14999/16]

08/06/2016WRN00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The information requested 
by the Deputy is not immediately available in the required format.  Officials of my Department 
have requested the Higher Education Authority to collate this information and it will be for-
warded to the Deputy as soon as possible.

08/06/2016WRN00350Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools Scheme

08/06/2016WRN00400249. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he will pub-
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lish the review of the delivering equality of opportunity in schools scheme; his plans to make 
changes to the scheme for the upcoming school year; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15000/16]

08/06/2016WRN00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): A process to review DEIS, 
the Action Plan for Social Inclusion, is ongoing.  The majority of the review work programme is 
scheduled for completion by the end of the current school year.   The overall scope of the review 
is to assess the existing DEIS Programme in the context of evaluations to date and any relevant 
policy and other developments in order to inform future policy on educational disadvantage.  
The review project involves a number of strands:- Stakeholder consultation is a key component 
of the process and, at the outset, the education partners were invited for their views on both the 
current and future operation of the programme.  Comprehensive submissions were received and 
are being considered as part of the review.  Further stakeholder engagement with the Education 
Partners took place on 23 May 2016.  Further engagement with other stakeholders will take 
place over the coming weeks. - An internal DEIS Advisory Group within my Department is 
considering the make-up of the current DEIS School Support Programme in the context of the 
learning from the implementation of the programme to date and the input of education stake-
holders. - An Interdepartmental Group is considering current and potential future supports to 
tackle educational disadvantage provided by other Government Departments and agencies (De-
partments of Children and Youth Affairs/Tusla, Health and Environment, Community & Local 
Government)  in order to ensure greater cohesion and cross-sectoral co-operation for future 
service delivery. - A Technical Advisory Group is examining available data sources in order to 
develop an improved identification process for the inclusion of schools in any future resource 
allocation framework to tackle educational disadvantage. The programme for a Partnership 
Government has committed to publish a new updated Action Plan for Educational Inclusion 
within 12 months.  Subject to Government approval, it is intended to start to implement actions 
arising from an updated plan in the 2017/18 school year. 

08/06/2016WRN00550Third Level Expenditure

08/06/2016WRN00600250. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of carrying 
out the capital projects identified in the Higher Education Authority space utilisation of third 
level conducted in 2010 in respect of projects that were identified as being in need of repair or 
replacement, taking deterioration that may have occurred since the report into account; if he 
will include any of these projects in the capital investment plan over a five, ten and 20-year 
period; the details of this; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [15001/16]

08/06/2016WRN00700253. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of providing 
additional teaching accommodation at third level to address increasing demographics over the 
next five, ten, 15 and 20 years; the amount of this he will provide under the capital investment 
plan 2016 to 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15004/16]

08/06/2016WRN00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 250 and 253 together.  It is estimated that continuing growth in the Higher Education Sec-
tor will generate a demand for new accommodation of at least €1 billion over the next fifteen 
years.  The cost of rendering facilities in the Higher Education Sector suitable for modern edu-
cational delivery, including but not limited to those identified in the HEA space survey referred 
to by the Deputy, is €1.27bn.  The 2016-2021 Capital Plan provides funding of €350m over 
the next 5 years for the Third Level Sector.  This consists of a direct Exchequer investment 
of €150m, including €40m already allocated to the Grangegorman project, and €200m worth 
of funding for PPP projects.   I am conscious that there are many competing demands on the 



Questions - Written Answers

110

Department’s Third Level Capital budget, including those referred to by the Deputy.  In that 
context, the distribution of the funding provided in the Capital Plan is being considered care-
fully and in consultation with the HEA.  A final decision has not yet been made in that respect. 

08/06/2016WRN00825Third Level Data

08/06/2016WRN00900251. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he will con-
clude the selection process for the projects at third level that are to receive investment under 
public private partnership; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15002/16]

08/06/2016WRN01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The selection process for 
potential third level PPP projects referred to by the Deputy is at an early stage of formulation.  
The Department, in consultation with the Higher Education Authority, is carrying out a thor-
ough examination of the most appropriate and suitable method for selecting the projects for 
inclusion in this programme.  The views of the National Development Finance Agency are also 
being sought in this respect.  It is hoped to have a timeline for progression of the projects avail-
able in the coming weeks. 

08/06/2016WRN01050School Accommodation

08/06/2016WRN01100252. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of providing 
additional classroom accommodation at primary and secondary schools to address increased 
demographics over the next five, ten, 15 and 20 years; the amount of this he will provide un-
der the capital investment plan 2016 to 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15003/16]

08/06/2016WRN01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): The upward trend of pre-
vious years in numbers of learners at all levels of the education system will continue for the 
period 2015 to 2017 and beyond.  Pupil numbers in primary schools are projected to increase by 
25,000 between 2014/15 and 2017/18 to 569,000, eventually peaking in 2018/2019 at 574,000, 
while projections for second level are for an increase of 12,000 pupils over the same three year 
period to 350,000, with second level projections peaking in 2025/2026 at 405,000.   My Depart-
ment reviews on an ongoing basis the latest nationwide demographic data available to assess 
where further additional provision may be required at primary and post-primary levels. As the 
Deputy may be aware, earlier indicative figures of the cost of providing for demographics were 
set out in an analytical paper compiled by the Irish Government Economic and Evaluation 
Service and published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in the context of 
Budget 2013.  The link to this paper is at the following address:-

http://igees.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/Final-Budget-Expenditure-Report-Educa-
tional-Expenditure.pdf.  This paper calculated the impact of demographics on school accom-
modation and consequent pressure for capital investment.  Much, however, will depend in this 
regard on the location and distribution of the additional pupil numbers.   The announcement on 
29 September 2015 of Building on Recovery: Infrastructure and Capital investment 2016-2021 
specifies an investment of €4 billion to the Education sector through direct Exchequer provision 
and the PPP programme.  In excess of €3 billion of the investment is in respect of the schools 
sector.   Last November, a new programme of over 300 major school building projects for the 
period 2016 to 2021 was announced.  Details are available on my Department’s website.  These 
projects, together with approvals under the devolved Additional Accommodation Scheme, are 
designed to meet the increases in pupil numbers that will arise in both the primary and post-
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primary school sectors.

Question No. 253 answered with Question No. 250.

08/06/2016WRN01350State Examinations Reviews

08/06/2016WRN01400254. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has followed 
up on correspondence from the Association of Secondary Teachers Ireland at the start of May 
2016; if he has engaged with the association on reform of the junior certificate; his progress on 
this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15005/16]

08/06/2016WRN01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): I have responded to the 
letter received from the General Secretary of the ASTI on 9 May.  This letter indicated that the 
ASTI looked forward to engaging with me to resolve the many issues that are of concern to 
their members, including junior cycle reform.  My officials have been in touch with the ASTI 
and arrangements are being made for me to meet with ASTI officials very shortly, specifically 
on the issue of junior cycle reform.  I look forward to having a constructive meeting with the 
ASTI officials. 

08/06/2016WRN01525Ministerial Correspondence

08/06/2016WRN01600255. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
representations he has received from Members of the Oireachtas and the number of these to 
which he had not issued a substantive reply by 31 May 2016, by month of initial receipt, from 
1 January 2015 to 30 April 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [15035/16]

08/06/2016WRN01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department received 
approximately 8,000 representations in the period 1 January 2015-30 April 2016.  As the Dep-
uty will appreciate, the Department receives representations from many different groups and 
individuals including Oireachtas members, members of the public, educational representative 
groups, associations and other interested parties.  In 2015 the Department received approxi-
mately 7,100 representations.  For 2015 approximately 1,200 representations have not been 
classified as completed.  As the Correspondence Database does not record the information in 
the format as requested by the Deputy I am not in a position to confirm the number that refer 
to Oireachtas members only.  In order to provide the information in the format sought it would 
be necessary to view each outstanding piece of correspondence which would take an inordinate 
amount of time and would not be a prudent use of limited staffing resources.  For the informa-
tion of the Deputy, since my own appointment as Minister for Education and Skills on 5 May 
2016 463 representations have been received from Oireachtas members, the general public 
and other groups.  Replies have issued to 323 and 140 are currently being dealt with within the 
Department. 

08/06/2016WRN01750Waste Management

08/06/2016WRN01800256. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if his Department has analysed the number of jobs that could be created if Ireland’s 
waste disposal and recovery requirements were handled here instead of being exported; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14346/16]

08/06/2016WRN01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
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Coveney): Exporting is a loss of waste resources that could otherwise be used to generate 
employment, open up new markets for Irish products, and boost domestic economic activity.  
Government waste policy supports managing waste as a national resource, and the benefits of 
this approach, as part of the transition to a circular economy, are increasingly being recognised 
across Europe.  If Ireland can continue to progress up the value chain of the waste hierarchy, i.e. 
prepare for reuse, recycle and recover waste within the State, more opportunities in green waste 
technologies and previously untapped subsectors of waste recovery are likely to emerge.  It is 
estimated that 2,100 jobs could be created directly through the complete domestic processing 
of recyclables and bio-waste alone. 

08/06/2016WRN01950Seniors Alert Scheme

08/06/2016WRN02000257. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government his views on a matter regarding alarms (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14400/16]

08/06/2016WRN02100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department is responsible for the Seniors Alert Scheme which encourages com-
munity support for vulnerable older people in our communities by providing grant assistance 
towards the purchase and installation of personal monitored alarms to enable older persons, of 
limited means, to continue to live securely in their homes with confidence, independence and 
peace of mind.

My Department undertook to consider new approaches to the Seniors Alert Scheme in 2014 
and arising from this, it was decided that the scheme be managed by Pobal, given that organisa-
tion’s significant experience delivering programmes on behalf of Government.

Pobal completed an open tender for the supply of the alarm equipment and a panel of pre-
ferred suppliers was identified.  This national tender was broken down into 10 regional lots to 
ensure that smaller alarm suppliers were not disadvantaged due to excessively large lot sizes.  
A panel of regional suppliers was contracted to provide the equipment within specified regional 
areas while maintaining the benefits of local service provision.  The management and adminis-
tration of the Scheme transferred from my Department to Pobal on 7 September 2015.

This new approach has reduced the administrative burden for the many hundreds of com-
munity and voluntary groups registered under the Scheme, who provide an excellent service for 
the elderly, and enables the groups to concentrate on the main purpose of the Scheme, namely, 
to support and interact with the elderly in the local community.

The new arrangements will allow my Department to concentrate on developing and improv-
ing the Scheme.  This will enhance the outcome for both beneficiaries and community groups 
alike.

08/06/2016WRN02150Water Services

08/06/2016WRN02200258. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government which Department will have responsibility for water services under the new 
structures. [14433/16]

08/06/2016WRN02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Responsibility for water services policy and legislation remains with my Depart-
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ment. 

08/06/2016WRN02350Commercial Rates Valuation Process

08/06/2016WRN02400259. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if she will consider reform of the rateable valuation system, with a view to 
modernising same, so as to ensure that any referred system provides for appropriate valuations 
rates reductions and abatements, particularly where new businesses are starting up, and where 
same are located in rural areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14534/16]

08/06/2016WRN02500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used 
for commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared 
by the independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Act 2001.  The Commis-
sioner for Valuation has sole responsibility for all valuation matters.   The levying and collec-
tion of rates are matters for each individual local authority.

It is important to acknowledge that commercial rates, as a local tax, and the rating system 
generally are deeply embedded in the local government system.   A large body of case law is 
well established and local authorities and ratepayers are, in the main, very familiar with, and 
generally accepting of, the operation and practice of the rating system.  Rates are also a stable 
source of financing for local government which is not affected unduly by short-term changes in 
economic circumstances.   

Under the provisions of the Local Government (Rates) Act 1970, a rating authority may 
make and carry out a scheme, providing for the waiver by the authority of all or a portion of 
commercial rates due by ratepayers in respect of a specified class or classes of property.  The 
making of such a scheme is subject to my consent as Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government.  No rate waiver schemes have been consented to in respect of com-
mercial property. 

I am aware of the continued need to restrain costs on businesses.  My Department has in 
recent years requested local authorities to exercise restraint in setting, and where possible to 
reduce, ARVs and they have responded positively in this regard.  The national average ARV 
decreased each year from 2010 to 2014; 2015 and 2016 are not directly comparable with previ-
ous years due to local authority mergers and the necessity to harmonise rates across new local 
authority areas.   

08/06/2016WRN02550Social and Affordable Housing Provision

08/06/2016WRN02600260. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the resources his Department has assigned for each of the past five years to assist-
ing with developing a strategy to ensure the country has an adequate supply of social housing; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14707/16]

08/06/2016WRN02700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): In the period 2011 to 2014 inclusive, in excess of 26,000 social housing units were 
delivered under a range of programmes, by local authorities and approved housing bodies, with 
associated total funding of some €2.6bn being provided in that period, as set out in the follow-
ing table.
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Year 2011 €m 2012 €m 2013 €m 2014 €m 
Total funding 755 672 580 585 

Since then, through the actions set out in the Social Housing Strategy 2020, which was pub-
lished in November 2014, a number of important measures have been taken to increase supply 
of social housing.  The Strategy is available on my Department’s website at the following link: 

http://www.environ.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/social_strategy_docu-
ment_20141126.pdf. 

The Social Housing Strategy 2020 provides for clear, measurable actions and targets to in-
crease the supply of social housing, reform delivery arrangements and meet the housing needs 
of all households on the housing list with flexibility to meet future demand.  In total, 110,000 
new social housing units are targeted for delivery with 35,000 new units to be delivered by lo-
cal authorities and approved housing bodies, and 75,000 households to be supported mainly 
through the Housing Assistance Payment Scheme.

Overall funding of €761.4 million was expended on the delivery of social housing services 
in 2015.  This comprised €636.3 million Exchequer funding and €125.1 million which local 
authorities self-funded from Local Property Tax receipts.  This funding facilitated the delivery 
of over 13,000 social housing units in 2015, the first full year of implementation of the Social 
Housing Strategy 2020.  This represents an 86% increase in unit delivery above 2014.

A full report on actions delivered under the Strategy in 2015 can be found in the Social Hous-
ing Output in 2015 report.  The report, which was published on 26 January 2016, in collabora-
tion with the Housing Agency, is available on my Department’s website at the following link: 
http://www.environ.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/social_housing_output_in_2015_0.
pdf. 

With regard to funding provision for social housing services for 2016, the combined capital 
and current allocation will result in an Exchequer investment of almost €821 million across a 
range of housing programmes, being implemented by both local authorities and approved hous-
ing bodies.  In addition, local authorities will self-fund a range of housing services from Local 
Property Tax receipts to the value of over €112 million, bringing the total social housing provi-
sion in 2016 to €933 million.

Importantly, with capital project announcements in May and July 2015, and in January 
2016, local authorities and approved housing bodies now have a strong pipeline of construction, 
turnkey and acquisition projects, which will deliver some 3,900 homes, with approved budget 
costs of some €680 million.

My Department works closely with all local authorities in relation to their overall resource 
requirements, including staffing, to ensure their capacity and preparedness for delivery of the 
ambitious targets set under the Strategy.  To this end, my Department has sanctioned 440 local 
authority posts in order to meet the goals of the Social Housing Strategy 2020.

Housing is an absolute priority for this Government, as evidenced by the Programme for 
a Partnership Government, which is available at the following link:-http://www.merrionstreet.
ie/MerrionStreet/en/ImageLibrary/Programme_for_Partnership_Government.pdf, which in-
cludes a commitment to the preparation and publication of an ‘Action Plan for Housing’.  The 
Action Plan will be drafted with input from a number of key Departments, drawing also on the 
work of the Special Oireachtas Committee on Housing and Homelessness, which is due to sub-
mit a final report to the Dáil on 17 June 2016.
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The Action Plan will come under the overall governance of a Cabinet Committee on Hous-
ing chaired by An Taoiseach and including all the key Ministers.  The Action Plan will be 
delivery focused, and will include specific measures to increase and expedite the delivery of 
social housing units, building on the considerable work already carried out or underway in my 
Department.  It will also include actions to boost supply of all types of housing in the immedi-
ate, medium and longer terms.

08/06/2016WRN02750Rural Development Programme Funding

08/06/2016WRN02800261. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government to introduce a new rural development scheme for local groups who are producing 
a local book on the history of the area. [14727/16]

08/06/2016WRN02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): An initiative such as the one referred to in the Question may be eligible for funding 
under the LEADER elements of the Rural Development Programme 2014-2020.  Any local 
group looking for support for such an initiative should liaise directly with the Local Action 
Group for their area.  

My Department is in the final stages of finalising the selection of LEADER Local Action 
Groups and Strategies and I anticipate a phased commencement of the new LEADER pro-
gramme across all areas from July. 

08/06/2016WRN02950Ministerial Responsibilities

08/06/2016WRN03000262. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if responsibility for rural and marine recreation has transferred to his Depart-
ment, or if it is proposed to transfer these responsibilities in the proposed transfer of responsi-
bilities to his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [15021/16]

08/06/2016WRN03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): As the Deputy will be aware, the Taoiseach outlined his intention to establish a new 
Department of Regional Development, Rural Affairs, Arts and the Gaeltacht  in his statement to 
Dáil Éireann on 6 May 2016.  To facilitate the establishment of the new Department, a number 
of rural development functions, which are currently the responsibility of my Department, will 
transfer to the new Department of Regional Development, Rural Affairs, Arts and the Gaeltacht.  

In relation to the Deputy’s specific query, responsibility for rural recreation programmes and 
issues will transfer to the new Department.  Regarding marine recreation, I have no function in 
relation to this matter. 

08/06/2016WRN03150Housing Assistance Payments Data

08/06/2016WRN03200263. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the total annual allocation for housing assistance payment tenancies for 2014, 
2015, 2016 and 2017 in tabular form; and the total number of tenancies funded or expected to 
be funded for each year. [14258/16]

08/06/2016WRN03300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Funding for the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme has increased year on 
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year, since it commenced in September 2014, in order to meet the continuing costs of existing 
HAP households, and the costs of additional households being supported.

The majority of this funding is to support ongoing rent payments to landlords in respect of 
existing HAP households and the cost of additional HAP tenancies as households find accom-
modation through the scheme during the year.  In addition, funding also includes the operational 
costs of the HAP shared service centre and the costs of the HAP administrative payment made 
to local authorities operating the scheme. 

Table 1 provides details of all voted Exchequer funding allocated and spent on HAP since 
the scheme commenced in September 2014 and the number of additional households supported 
by the scheme in each of those years, as indicated.   

The resourcing of the HAP scheme in 2017 will form part of the normal Estimates process 
and will be based on the costs of continuing to support those existing HAP households at end 
2016 and the cost of additional HAP households to be supported in 2017.  Similar to the 2016 
target, the Social Housing Strategy 2020 sets a target of supporting an additional 10,000 house-
holds through the HAP scheme in 2017.   

TABLE 1   

Year Exchequer allocation 
(€M) 

Outturn (€M) Additional Households supported by HAP 

2014 0.5 0.394 485 
2015 23.2 15.64 5, 680 
2016 47.7 2.2 (end March provisional) 2,531 (to end March) 

Further information in relation to the number of households supported by HAP in each rel-
evant local authority area is available on my Department’s website at: http://www.environ.ie/
housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-housing-provision.

08/06/2016WRN03350Rental Accommodation Scheme Data

08/06/2016WRN03400264. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the total annual allocation for rental accommodation scheme tenancies for 2014, 
2015, 2016 and 2017 in tabular form; and the total number of tenancies funded or expected to 
be funded for each year.  [14259/16]

08/06/2016WRN03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Details of the Exchequer funding allocated by my Department under the Rental Ac-
commodation Scheme (RAS) for 2014 , 2015 and 2016 are set out in the following table.

Year Exchequer allocation (€M) Outturn (€M) 
2014 140 133.5 
2015 135 121.78 * 
2016 135 19.58 (Q1 to end of March) 
*This is in addition to local authority self-funding of €14.85 million.   

The RAS allocation for 2017 will be determined as part of the upcoming Estimates cycle.   

In addition to the Exchequer funding allocated in 2015, local authorities self-funded RAS 
costs of €14.85 million from built up local authority RAS reserves.  In 2016, it is expected that 
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€12 million will be self-funded from the same source.  Local authorities are required to utilise 
these built-up reserves before Exchequer monies can be drawndown.   

The funding provides for the continuing cost of contractual agreements made by local au-
thorities with landlords under the RAS and the additional cost of new RAS tenancies that are 
secured each year.   

The number of tenancies funded are available on my Department’s website at: http://www.
environ.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-housing-provision.

The Social Housing Strategy 2020 sets a target of 2,000 additional transfers to the Rental 
Accommodation Scheme over the period 2016-2017. 

08/06/2016WRN03550Departmental Functions

08/06/2016WRN03600265. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will respond to issues raised by a person (details supplied) regarding the 
reconfiguration of his Department and the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14263/16]

08/06/2016WRN03700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Restructuring of Government Departments is a matter for the Taoiseach and follow-
ing on from the Taoiseach’s stated intention to restructure Departments of State to align with 
the priority objectives of the Government, responsibility for the environment, including climate 
change, will transfer from my Department to the Department of Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources.  That Department will be renamed the Department of Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment when the transfer of functions is completed.  

The statutory transfer of functions process to give effect to these changes in respect of the 
environment portfolio is underway.  On completion, responsibility for functions, including cli-
mate policy; waste policy and resource efficiency; and air quality and environmental radiation 
policy, will transfer to the new Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment. 

Responsibility for water quality remains with my Department in recognition of the intrin-
sic links between water quality and wider water services policy and legislation.  There are, 
however, established and effective working arrangements in place to manage the relationship 
between water quality and the wider environmental remit and I will work closely with Minister 
Naughten to ensure that this relationship is maintained.   

08/06/2016WRO00150Cross-Border Co-operation

08/06/2016WRO00200266. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the State bodies under his remit which have developed memoranda of understand-
ing with his counterpart in Northern Ireland with regard to the efficient delivery of services on 
the island of Ireland; if he has carried out a cost-benefit analysis of the development of further 
memoranda of understanding; the details of the cost-benefit analysis; and the new memoranda 
of understanding he will create between State bodies under their remits through the lifetime of 
this Government.  [14281/16]

08/06/2016WRO00300271. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he is satisfied with the level of data that is collected on the issues which come 
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under his Department’s remit; the steps he will take to work with the administration in Northern 
Ireland to collect data under his aegis on a North-South basis; and the budgets he will put in 
place to undertake this work (details supplied). [14440/16]

08/06/2016WRO00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 266 and 271 together.  

I understand from initial inquiries that Irish Water has two Memoranda of Understanding 
(MOU) with Northern Ireland Water (NIW).  The first of these is a knowledge sharing agree-
ment on issues such as asset standards, specifications and research etc.  The second MOU with 
NIW is on a joint INTERREG funding application which is targeting two cross-Border projects.  
One of these is for wastewater infrastructure which will benefit shared waters – Lough Foyle 
and Carlingford Lough.  The second is for a catchment management project on cross-Border 
catchments which should positively impact on quality of water abstracted for drinking water 
production.  Further inquiries are being made with other bodies under my Department’s aegis 
and I will communicate directly with the Deputy, if further MOUs are identified. 

My Department’s role in relation to North-South co-operation arises mainly in relation to 
the operation of the North South Ministerial Council (NSMC), established under the Good Fri-
day Agreement.  Building on the good co-operation to date across a broad range of environmen-
tal areas, including air quality, cross-Border waste management and environmental protection, 
recent discussions have explored the potential for even greater collaboration on climate issues 
and water quality, including water and sewerage services.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Northern Ireland Environmental 
Agency (NIEA) both belong to a five-agencies group (EPA, NIEA, Scottish EPA, EA(UK) and 
Natural Resources Wales) that meet to discuss matters of mutual interest across the UK and Ire-
land.  This informal network fosters collaboration across a wide range of areas including waste 
management, water protection and management, environmental licensing and enforcement, ra-
don, emergency preparedness, air quality monitoring and protection, environmental strategy, 
research, state of the environment reporting, IT systems development and geographic infor-
mation systems.  There have been particularly close contacts between the EPA and NIEA in 
the areas of water management and waste management for many years, and these have helped 
ensure good collaboration and co-operation between the two jurisdictions, when having to deal 
with cross-Border issues of mutual interest. 

My Department draws on all relevant data available to support cross-Border co-operation.  
There are many sources of data concerning activity and needs on the island including the Cen-
tral Statistics Office and the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency, and the EPA.  
Furthermore, in order to inform the development and implementation of policy measures in 
both jurisdictions, a number of studies have been initiated under the auspices of the NSMC on, 
for example, Policy Options to Reduce Emissions from ‘Smoky’ Coal and Other Residential 
Solid Fuels, and a study on the environmental impacts of Unconventional Gas Exploration and 
Extraction in Ireland, including fracking technology. 

In addition to work under the NSMC, my Department co-operates with a range of bodies in 
Northern Ireland, including on marine and planning matters.  In relation to marine environment 
and planning issues, each jurisdiction is responsible for the collection of its own data.  How-
ever, there is both an obligation and a willingness to work together on a transboundary basis on 
these issues.  That co-operation includes the sharing of data and information with each other 
on an all-island and Celtic Seas basis to underpin better decision making.  Strategic planning 
in relation to territorial development is informed by strategies for Northern Ireland and Ireland 
through the Regional Development Strategy 2035 and the National Spatial Strategy 2002-2020, 
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respectively.  Strategic development issues, opportunities and challenges in relation to spatial 
planning are frequently shared in both the Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland jurisdic-
tions.  To facilitate practical co-operation, the Department of Regional Development in North-
ern Ireland and my Department developed a framework for collaboration on spatial strategies 
on the Island of Ireland.  The Framework sets out the approach to be taken both by the Northern 
Ireland Assembly and the Irish Government in co-operating in the implementation of their re-
spective spatial strategies. 

Opportunities for further MOUs and greater collaboration on data collection and data shar-
ing, including associated funding requirements, will be addressed on a case-by-case basis.   

I look forward to continued co-operation with the Department of Agriculture, Environment 
and Rural Affairs on matters of mutual interest particularly through the North South Ministerial 
Council, as referenced in the recent Programme for Partnership Government.     

08/06/2016WRO00450Tenant Purchase Scheme

08/06/2016WRO00500267. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the rationale for excluding Part V properties from the new tenant purchase 
scheme. [14328/16]

08/06/2016WRO00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The provisions of Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, 
are designed to enable the development of mixed tenure sustainable communities.  Part V units 
are excluded from the Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme to ensure that units delivered 
under this mechanism will remain available for people in need of social housing support and 
that the original policy goals of the legislation are not eroded over time.  The continued devel-
opment of mixed tenure communities remains very important in promoting social integration.

The new Scheme is in the early stages of implementation and my Department is monitor-
ing its operation in consultation with housing authorities.  In line with the commitment in the 
new Programme for a Partnership Government to make the scheme more attractive for social 
housing tenants and to raise new funds for housing development, I intend to undertake a review 
of the scheme following the first 12 months of operation.  I will bring forward any changes to 
the terms and conditions of the scheme which are considered necessary based on the evidence 
gathered at that stage. 

08/06/2016WRO00650Housing Adaptation Grant Data

08/06/2016WRO00700268. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if local authorities have been notified of the housing adaptation grants for 
older people, and for people with disabilities for 2016; if not, when will notifications take place; 
if the authorities have been notified, if he will provide a list by local authority; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14332/16]

08/06/2016WRO00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon Co-
veney): The 2016 funding available to local authorities under the Housing Adaptation Grants 
for Older People and for People with Disabilities was announced on 2 February 2016.  The total 
2016 funding available for these grants is €56.25 million, which is a 10% increase on the level 
of funding made available in 2015.  Details of these allocations are available on my Depart-
ment’s website at the following link: http://www.environ.ie/housing/grantsfinancial-assistance/
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ministers-kelly-coffey-announce-eu5625-million-improve-homes. 

08/06/2016WRO00838Housing Assistance Payments

08/06/2016WRO00900269. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government to suspend the requirement on landlords to retrofit ventilation systems into old 
houses which have never had them to qualify for HAP, in light of the national housing rental 
shortage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14368/16]

08/06/2016WRO01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Minimum standards for rental accommodation are prescribed in the Housing (Stan-
dards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2008, as amended by the Housing (Standards for Rented 
Houses) (Amendment) Regulations 2009, made under section 18 of the Housing (Miscella-
neous Provisions) Act 1992.

The Regulations specify requirements in relation to a range of matters, such as structural re-
pair, sanitary facilities, heating, ventilation, natural light and safety of gas and electrical supply.   
With very limited exemptions, these regulations apply to local authority and voluntary housing 
units as well as private rented residential accommodation.   

Article 9 of the 2008 regulations requires that: every room used, or intended for use, by the 
tenant as a habitable room requires adequate ventilation; all means of ventilation is maintained 
in good repair and working order; and adequate ventilation is provided for the removal of water 
vapour from kitchens and bathrooms.   

All landlords have a legal obligation to ensure that their rented properties comply with these 
regulations and responsibility for the enforcement of the regulations rests with the relevant lo-
cal authority supported by a dedicated stream of funding provided from part of the proceeds of 
tenancy registration fees collected by the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB).    

In order for a dwelling to be supported under the Housing Assistance Payment, the hous-
ing authority must be satisfied on inspection that the dwelling complies with the standards for 
rented accommodation.   

The improvement in basic standards of living for those in rented accommodation brought 
about by the 2008 Regulations has been a success.  As a result of the regulations, many tenants 
are now living in safe, healthy homes.  I have no plans to amend the Regulations to reduce the 
standards required.

08/06/2016WRO01050Regeneration Projects Funding

08/06/2016WRO01100270. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will ensure adequate funding to Dublin City Council to allow the long 
awaited and much overdue regeneration of Dominick Street to proceed. [14398/16]

08/06/2016WRO01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Dublin City Council submitted an up-to-date business case, including a Cost Benefit 
Analysis (CBA), in relation to their plans for developments at Dominick Street to my Depart-
ment on 31 May 2016.  The CBA is required under the Public Spending Code as the public 
funding for the project is expected to exceed €20m.

My Department has completed its review of the CBA and the matter is now being consid-
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ered by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  My Department will be in a posi-
tion to respond to Dublin City Council once the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
has concluded its work.

Question No. 271 answered with Question No. 266.

08/06/2016WRO01350Electoral Divisions Establishment

08/06/2016WRO01400272. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when the next electoral Constituency Commission is due to convene, follow-
ing the recent census; if Dáil or local electoral areas, or both, are due for consideration and, 
if so, the expected timeline around same; the terms of reference likely to be set; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14520/16]

08/06/2016WRO01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Section 5 of the Electoral Act 1997 provides for the establishment of a Constituency 
Commission upon the publication by the Central Statistics Office of preliminary census results.  
Census 2016 was taken on 24 April 2016 and the Central Statistics Office expects to publish 
the preliminary results in July of this year.  The function of the Constituency Commission is to 
make a report on the constituencies for the election of members of the Dáil and the members 
of the European Parliament having regard to Article 16 of the Constitution and to the terms of 
reference set out in section 6(2) of the Electoral Act 1997.  

In accordance with section 9 of the Electoral Act 1997 the Constituency Commission must 
present its report to the Chairperson of the Dáil no later than 3 months after the publication of 
final census results.  These results are expected in March or April 2017. 

Unlike the position for Dáil and European Parliament constituencies, there is no consti-
tutional or legislative requirement for the revision of local electoral areas.  The most recent 
review of local electoral areas was carried out from November 2012 to May 2013 by a Local 
Electoral Area Boundary Committee established under the Local Government Act 1991.  The 
recommendations of that committee were implemented through 30 Statutory Instruments made 
in January 2014.  I am not in a position to indicate, at this stage, when a review of local electoral 
areas might next be undertaken. 

08/06/2016WRO01550Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

08/06/2016WRO01600273. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government to confirm the overall block allocation of funding for specific schemes (details 
supplied). [14540/16]

08/06/2016WRO01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Cork County Council has included the Group Water Scheme in question in its ap-
plication to my Department for funding under Measure 3 of the new Rural Water Multi-Annual 
Funding Programme for the period 2016 to 2018.  My Department is currently considering local 
authorities’ bids for funding for group water and group sewerage schemes and allocations to 
authorities for funding under the new programme will be provided shortly. 

08/06/2016WRO01750National Mitigation Plan
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08/06/2016WRO01800274. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the progress on the national mitigation plan; the timeline for the publication and 
implementation of the plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14617/16]

08/06/2016WRO01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Work is ongoing on the development of the National Mitigation Plan.  Draft sectoral 
mitigation measures are being prepared by Departments with responsibility for the key sectors.  
These measures are currently undergoing environmental, technical and financial analysis to en-
sure that the most sustainable measures that deliver cost effective optimal mitigation potential 
will be prioritised for inclusion in the National Mitigation Plan.

It is intended to publish a draft National Mitigation Plan for consultation before the end of 
this year and to take all necessary steps thereafter to bring the plan to Government for approval 
thus setting in motion the implementation phase for the plan itself. 

08/06/2016WRO01950Recycling Policy

08/06/2016WRO02000275. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government his plans to introduce monetary rewards for the return of glass bottles as 
is in place in other jurisdictions as an incentive for recycling glass; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [14631/16]

08/06/2016WRO02100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): In July 2014, the then Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Govern-
ment published a Review of the Producer Responsibility Initiative Model in Ireland.  The aim 
of the review was to assess the nature and level of the challenges which are currently facing the 
existing Producer Responsibility Agreements, as well as the forthcoming challenges that are 
expected to arise in the management of various waste streams.  My Department also completed 
a consultation process with stakeholders on this issue.

As part of this review, my Department sought a wider examination of issues within the 
packaging sphere, including consideration of a package levy and a “bring back” scheme for 
waste, including glass.  The review was asked to consider:-

(i) an economic analysis of the possible effects of a packaging levy, 

(ii) options on how a possible packaging levy might operate, 

(iii) possible alternatives to a packaging levy which would yield corresponding reductions 
in packaging,

(iv) how a packaging levy might work in tandem with and affect the operation of the com-
pliance schemes, and

(v) an examination of packaging reduction initiatives such as deposit and refund and reverse 
vending.

The review report did not recommend the introduction of a Deposit and Refund scheme as 
to establish such a scheme was considered inappropriate, in view of the operation of the existing 
packaging scheme (operated by Repak), and policies concerning household waste collection, 
plus the high administrative costs of introducing such a system.

In addition, the review did not recommend the introduction of a packaging levy.  The main 
reason for this decision was that the introduction of a packaging levy was likely to generate 
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a number of regulatory costs to business and the public sector with few identifiable benefits, 
given Ireland’s very successful packaging recovery and recycling performance to date.

The review report is available on my Department’s website at the following link:http://www.
environ.ie/sites/default/files/migrated-files/en/Publications/Environment/Waste/WasteManage-
ment/FileDownLoad%2C34038%2Cen.pdf.

08/06/2016WRO02125Waste Management

08/06/2016WRO02200276. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will arrange for the distribution of additional glass recycling sta-
tions in Darndale, Dublin 17; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14632/16]

08/06/2016WRO02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department has provided funding for civic amenity sites since 2002 under two 
schemes, the Capital Grants Scheme under the National Development Plan 2000 to 2006 and 
the Waste Recycling Capital Grants Scheme under the National Development Plan 2007 to 
2013.  Dublin City Council was notified about these schemes by numerous Circulars, most 
recently circular WPR 15/08.

A circular issued to all local authorities in August 2012 (WP 11/12), detailing the closure of 
the Waste Recycling Capital Grants Scheme under the National Development Plan 2007-2013 
to new applications with effect from 14 September 2012.  No application was forthcoming from 
Dublin City Council prior to the closure date.  However, I note that there is a bring bank in the 
Darndale Village Centre, as well as three others in the Dublin 17 area.   

08/06/2016WRO02350Vehicle Registration Data

08/06/2016WRO02400277. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of private passenger road vehicles that were registered pre-1 
July 2008 and post-1 July 2008; and the amount of road tax collected in 2015 and expected to 
be collected in 2016 from each category, in tabular form.  [14694/16]

08/06/2016WRO02500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): At the end of May 2016, there were 1,101,273 vehicles under current taxation with 
a registration prior to July 2008.  There were 927,211 vehicles taxed with a registration post-
July 2008, including 10,304 commercial vehicles that are taxed privately on the basis of engine 
capacity (the CO2 rates of motor tax apply only to passenger cars).  Gross receipts from private 
vehicles in 2015 and estimated receipts for 2016 are set out as follows:

 - Pre-July 2008 vehicles Post-July 2008 vehicles 
2015 receipts €673.3m €248.2m 
2016 receipts (estimated) €600m €285m 

Total gross motor tax receipts for 2015 were €1.124bn.  Receipts in 2016 were €477,678,676 
to the end of May, down 5.35% from the same period last year (€504,652,829).  Gross motor tax 
receipts for 2016 are expected to be in the order of €1.075bn.   

08/06/2016WRO02550Homeless Persons Data
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08/06/2016WRO02600278. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he has a breakdown by category of how the 5,963 persons who are home-
less became so, for example, the number who are homeless as a result of a rent increase, a home 
repossession, the termination of a tenancy or the break-up of a relationship; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14695/16]

08/06/2016WRO02700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): A homelessness report is published on my Department’s website on a monthly ba-
sis providing details of individuals utilising State-funded emergency accommodation arrange-
ments that are overseen by housing authorities.  The information contained in these reports is 
provided by housing authorities and is produced through the Pathway Accommodation & Sup-
port System (PASS) - the national information and management system for homeless services 
that are overseen by housing authorities.  The most recent report confirms that 4,068 adult indi-
viduals used State-funded emergency accommodation nationally during a week in April 2016.  
These monthly reports are available on my Department’s website at the following link: http://
www.environ.ie/housing/homelessness/other/homelessness-data.

Homelessness is a complex phenomenon which is usually the result of a number of inter-re-
lated issues, often including complex personal problems, mental health, addiction, relationship 
breakdown, family issues, domestic violence, financial loss, economic insecurity, rent arrears, 
tenancy issues, anti-social behaviour, the vulnerability of migrants, etc.  The myriad of issues 
contributing to homelessness mean that it is of limited value to attempt to classify incidence 
of homeless presentation to a single causative factor.  It is generally accepted that the supply 
shortage across the housing sector, which in turn is a result of the economic collapse and the 
associated contraction in the construction sector, has been a driving force behind the increased 
number of families and individuals presenting as homelessness in recent times. 

Research commissioned by the Housing Agency, Family Experiences of Pathways into 
Homelessness, which was published in August last year, found that each of the families inter-
viewed as part of the representative sample for the research had reported some level of diffi-
culty maintaining accommodation in the private rented sector, citing issues such as accessibil-
ity, rent increases and affordability and tenure security.  Other reasons for homelessness were 
also cited in association, such as relationship breakdown, family issues, domestic violence, 
anti-social behaviour, etc.  This research also found that 20% of the representative sample had 
previous experiences of homelessness.  I am arranging for a copy of this research report to be 
sent to you for your information.   

08/06/2016WRO02725Local Authority Housing Data

08/06/2016WRO02800279. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 250 and 251 of 24 May 2016, if 
individual projects or bundles of projects in respect of adaptations and extensions to the social 
housing stock are meeting the needs of local authority tenants with a disability, or addressing 
overcrowding and requiring specific approval; if so, the number of specific projects or bundles 
of projects for which approval has been sought by both Galway City and County Councils that 
have yet not been sanctioned; the dates these projects were submitted to his Department in each 
case; when these projects will be sanctioned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14703/16]

08/06/2016WRO02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): My Department provides funding to local authorities for various social housing sup-
ports, including for adaptations and extensions to the social housing stock to meet the needs of 
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local authority tenants with a disability or to address serious overcrowding.  Funding provided 
by my Department meets 90% of the cost of the works, with the local authority providing the 
remaining 10%.

Local authorities forward information to my Department on their funding requirements un-
der this scheme.  However, my Department has no role in relation to individual applications 
and the administration of the available funding is a matter for the local authority based on their 
assessment of priority and need at the time.  It is also open to local authorities to seek additional 
funding over and above their allocation later in the year and my Department will facilitate such 
requests, where funding availability allows. 

08/06/2016WRO02950Electoral Reform

08/06/2016WRO03000280. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 118 of 1 June 2016, if he will review and 
amend the voting rights of British citizens living and paying tax here and allow them the same 
voting rights as Irish citizens living in the UK, that is, the right to vote in referendums (details 
supplied). [14955/16]

08/06/2016WRO03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I have no plans to seek to amend Article 47.3 of the Constitution to enable British 
citizens to vote in referendums held in Ireland.

08/06/2016WRP00200Mortgage to Rent Scheme Applications

08/06/2016WRP00300281. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the status of an application for mortgage to rent by a person (details sup-
plied), if he is aware of the urgency of this particular case; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [14983/16]

08/06/2016WRP00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Under the Approved Housing Body (AHB) Mortgage to Rent Scheme (AHB-mort-
gage-to-rent), an AHB can acquire ownership of a property with an unsustainable private mort-
gage, enabling the household to remain in their home as a social housing tenant.

To be eligible for the scheme a household must have had their mortgage position deemed 
unsustainable by their lender under the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP) and 
agree to the voluntary surrender of their home.  In general, the mortgage must be in negative 
equity with some cases of positive equity considered on a case by case basis.  The household 
must also be deemed eligible for social housing.

Once a case comes within the criteria and the householder has provided consent to the 
lender to share information, the Housing Agency seeks an AHB to complete the transaction and 
prepares a submission to my Department for funding approval.

Under the terms of the scheme, before a property can be sold to the AHB, it must be val-
ued independently and the lender and the AHB must agree a price.  The price will be based on 
several factors, including the market valuation of the property and the cost of any necessary 
repairs.  If the lender and the AHB cannot agree a price, the arrangement will not go ahead and 
the process will be terminated.  In relation to the specific case raised, I understand that no AHB 
is prepared to purchase the property on the basis of the combined cost of the sale price proposed 
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by the lender, and the cost of repairs that would be required to the property in order to meet 
the required standards.  Therefore I understand this case has proceeded as far as possible in the 
MTR scheme and has been terminated.

It will be a matter for the borrower to discuss with their lender if there are other options 
available to resolve their mortgage arrears situation.  I would urge communication with the 
Money Advice & Budgeting Service (MABS) that now has a dedicated confidential, free, and 
independent mortgage arrears service.

08/06/2016WRP00500Waste Management Regulations

08/06/2016WRP00600282. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will investigate how annual charges can be kept at the rate of inflation or some 
other mechanism to protect households from an increase (details supplied); and if he will set 
up an investigation as to how the waste industry is implementing this new statute. [14990/16]

08/06/2016WRP00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Government waste policy is predicated on the waste hierarchy as set out in the EU’s 
Waste Framework Directive.  A number of specific measures have been, and will continue to be, 
introduced to reduce the amount of waste generated in the State and to increase the segregation 
of waste which cannot be prevented in line with Government policy.  The introduction of pay-
by-weight charges for the collection of household waste is one such measure.

The legislation requires that the collector will charge for each kilogramme of waste collect-
ed.  The Government has set a minimum mandatory fee per kilogramme for the different types 
of household waste: 11 cent for black bin (residual waste), 6 cent for brown bin (food/organic 
waste) and I have decided that a zero cent minimum fee per kilogramme should be set for green 
bins (recyclate).  The collector may also charge a service fee, which will typically cover staff, 
collection, administrative and back office, capital and overhead costs.

Given that the charging systems are moving to a more standardised format across the coun-
try, householders should be able to more easily compare the charges of different providers un-
der the new system and choose the option that suits them best or is most cost effective.

I understand that a few waste collectors have already released details of their prices under 
pay by weight.  I expect that we will have a fuller picture of the fees being charged in the com-
ing days as more collectors release their charging details in the period leading up to 1 July, 2016.

In an open market, it has been, and will continue to be, a matter for the collector to set 
charges at the level they consider to be competitive, in compliance with the requirements of 
the legislation.  Excessive pricing by individual companies will offer the opportunity for rival 
operators to provide their services at a cheaper price.

There is an opportunity for customers to minimise their waste costs by preventing waste and 
segregating waste through using the food waste and recyclable waste bins properly which will 
reduce the per kilogramme element of the charge to the household.  In this regard, a pay-by-
weight awareness campaign, launched on 18 May 2016, is being rolled out at national, regional 
and local levels and will give valuable advice to householders on minimising their waste man-
agement costs under pay-by-weight charging.

08/06/2016WRP00800Leader Programmes
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08/06/2016WRP00900283. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of Leader contracts that have been signed to date; the number of 
areas that have had their plans approved; the number of areas that are still awaiting approval of 
plans; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15022/16]

08/06/2016WRP01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): I anticipate a phased commencement of the LEADER 2014-2020 programme across 
all areas commencing in July.

My Department is currently concluding the selection of LEADER local development strate-
gies, in accordance with strict EU regulatory requirements. 32 strategies have been received 
from the 28 designated LEADER areas, of which 26 have been evaluated to date.  Of those, 20 
have been selected, 4 require additional work to be brought up to an acceptable standard and 2, 
relating to competitive areas, have been refused.  The remaining six strategies will be evaluated 
by the Independent Selection Committee at its meeting on 15 June and it is expected that the 4 
requiring additional work will also be available for re-evaluation and possible selection on that 
date also.

Discussions regarding contracts and implementation arrangements are well advanced with 
17 local action groups whose strategies have reached the required standard.  Discussions will 
continue to be progressed with the remaining groups over the coming weeks with a view to 
commencing programme implementation in all areas as soon as possible, while also focussing 
on securing high quality LEADER strategies that will yield optimum results for rural Ireland.

No contracts for the delivery of the LEADER 2014-2020 programme have issued to date.  
However, I expect the first contracts to local action groups will issue in the near future as dis-
cussions regarding contract and implementation arrangements are concluded.

08/06/2016WRP01100Mountain Rescue Service

08/06/2016WRP01200284. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the arrangements being put in place to ensure that funding is provided to the 
mountain rescue teams for insurance to cover their activities; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15023/16]

08/06/2016WRP01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): Mountain Rescue Ireland is currently in receipt of funding from my Department 
under the Development Scheme to Support National Organisations (DSSNO) which is due to 
conclude on 30 June 2016, having previously been in receipt of funding under the Scheme to 
Support National Organisations 2011-2014.  Funding under these schemes is provided to na-
tional organisations towards core costs associated with the provision of services.  I understand 
that this is used by Mountain Rescue Ireland to cover costs of insurance.

A review of the DSSNO, with a focus on the long-term funding situation of a number of ap-
plicant organisations who were unsuccessful under the 2014-2016 Scheme to Support National 
Organisations, was published in 2015.  This review contained a recommendation that Moun-
tain Rescue Ireland continue to be funded, through alternative and sustainable funding sources 
within the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government, rather than hav-
ing to compete for funding through this Scheme.

Mountain Rescue Ireland and my Department are working together in relation to the ongo-
ing funding of this valuable service.
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08/06/2016WRP01400Local Authority Housing Funding

08/06/2016WRP01500285. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if it is permitted for local authorities to provide loans under the local authority 
house loan schemes for the construction of houses on a person’s own land; if it is, the circum-
stances in which this is permitted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15028/16]

08/06/2016WRP01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The terms and conditions governing the operation of both the standard annuity 
mortgages and home choice loans provided by local authorities to qualifying first time buyers 
are set out in the Housing (Local Authority Loans) Regulations 2012 and the Housing (Home 
Choice Loan) Regulations 2009, respectively.  These are available at the following weblinks: 
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2012/si/408/made/en/print

and http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2009/si/544/made/en/print.

Under both loan schemes, housing authorities are empowered to provide loan finance to 
first time buyers for the construction of new houses, subject to a number of qualifying condi-
tions, including that the borrower occupies the house on completion as his or her normal place 
of residence.

08/06/2016WRP01700Ministerial Correspondence

08/06/2016WRP01800286. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of representations he has received from Members of the Oireachtas 
and the number of these to which he had not issued a substantive reply by 31 May 2016, by 
month of initial receipt, from 1 January 2015 to 30 April 2016, inclusive; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15036/16]

08/06/2016WRP01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Simon 
Coveney): The information sought in the Question is not readily available and will take time to 
compile.  The information will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as possible.

08/06/2016WRP02000Respite Care Grant

08/06/2016WRP02100287. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason 
the respite grant, now known as the carer’s support grant, for adult care ceased, despite the 
needs of the caring families being the same as previously; his plans to reintroduce this support 
for carers of adults; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14708/16]

08/06/2016WRP02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): While the primary responsibility 
for providing respite care lies with the Department of Health and the Health Service Executive, 
my Department continues to empower and support carers in their caring role through its pay-
ment of the Carer’s Support Grant (CSG) formerly known as the Respite Care Grant (RCG).  
This grant has not ceased or been curtailed in any way.

The grant is paid automatically to people in receipt of Carer’s Allowance, Carer’s Benefit, 
and Domiciliary Care Allowance.  Other people who are not in receipt of a social welfare pay-
ment but who are providing full time care and attention are also eligible and can apply for the 
grant to a stand-alone CSG section.  The stand-alone grant is not subject to a means test.  The 
grant is paid annually on the first Thursday in June and I am pleased to inform you that auto-
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matic payments commenced last week and it is expected that in excess of 90,000 grants will be 
paid in 2016 at an estimated cost of €157.6 million. 

The name was changed from the Respite Care Grant to the Carer’s Support Grant in Budget 
2016 to ensure that carers are empowered to use the grant in a manner that suits their individual 
circumstances, which may include providing for a respite from their caring duties.  During the 
economic crisis this payment had been reduced by €325, in Budget 2013, in order to protect the 
core weekly welfare payments which people receive, including disability payments, pensions 
and Carer’s Allowance.  The amount of the CSG was also increased to €1,700.

Total Expenditure on grants to carers (Carer’s Allowance, Carer’s Benefit, Domiciliary Care 
Allowance and Carer’s Support Grant) increased from just under €752 million in 2010 to over 
€877 million in 2015.  This represents an increase of €125 million or 16.6 %.  The estimated 
expenditure on these schemes for 2016 is in excess of €911 million.

Just to make it clear to the Deputy this grant has not ceased or been curtailed in any way.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/06/2016WRP02300Respite Care Grant Payments

08/06/2016WRP02400288. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Social Protection if the car-
ers of a person (details supplied) are eligible for the carer’s support grant. [14710/16]

08/06/2016WRP02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Carer’s Support Grant (CSG) 
is paid automatically in June of each year (usually on the first Thursday of the month) to carers, 
such as the person concerned, who are in receipt of a qualifying payment on the first Thursday 
in June.

The CSG for the person concerned issued to their nominated bank account on 2 June 2016.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/06/2016WRP02600State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

08/06/2016WRP02700289. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection his plans to change 
the system in place whereby women who entered the workforce, took time out to care for their 
children and later re-entered the workforce, are penalised when awarded their contributory 
State pension, despite having in excess of the required contributions, as the average calcula-
tion introduced results in them being awarded a lower rate than persons who worked for fewer 
years; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14262/16]

08/06/2016WRP02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The State pension contributory is 
a very valuable benefit and is the bedrock of the Irish pension system.  Therefore, it is important 
to ensure that those qualifying have made a sustained contribution to the Social Insurance Fund 
over their working lives.  To ensure that the individual can maximise their entitlement to a State 
pension, all contributions paid or credited over their working life from when they first enter 
insurable employment until pension age are taken into account when assessing their entitlement 
and the level of that entitlement.  Since 1961, when contributory pensions were introduced, 
the average contributions test has been used in calculating pension entitlement.  Once over 16 
years of age, the date a person enters into insurable employment is the date used for averaging 
purposes.
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The homemaker’s scheme makes qualification for a higher rate of State pension (contribu-
tory) easier for those who take time out of the workforce for caring duties.  The scheme, which 
was introduced in and took effect from 1994, allows up to 20 years spent caring for children 
under 12 years of age (or caring for incapacitated people over that age) to be disregarded when a 
person’s social insurance record is being averaged for pension purposes, subject to the standard 
qualifying conditions for State pension contributory also being satisfied.  This has the effect of 
increasing the yearly average of the pensioner, which is used to set the rate of their pension.

Work has commenced to replace the ‘yearly average’ system with a ‘total contributions ap-
proach’ where the number of contributions recorded over a work life will more closely reflect 
the rate of pension payment received.  It is expected that the total contributions approach to 
pension qualification will replace the current average contributions test for State pension (con-
tributory) for new pensioners from 2020.  This is a very significant reform with considerable 
legislative, administrative, and technical aspects to be addressed in its implementation.  When 
proposals are agreed, legislation will be brought forward to underpin the necessary changes.

I believe that it is important that the changes be announced well in advance of introduction 
to enable those workers affected to include the new factors into their retirement planning.  This 
new method will provide greater benefit for some, but not all, future pensioners than they would 
have had under the current system.

It is worth noting that the Actuarial Review of the Social Insurance Fund in 2012 confirmed 
that the Fund provides better value to female rather than male contributors.  This is due to the 
distributive nature of the Fund.  For example, those with a yearly average of only 20 contribu-
tions (38% of the maximum) may qualify for 85% of the maximum rate.

It should also be noted that, where people cannot qualify for a full rate contributory pen-
sion as a result of an intermittent PRSI record, the social protection system provides alternative 
methods of supporting such people in old age.  For example, if a person’s spouse has a contribu-
tory pension, that person may qualify for an Increase for a Qualified Adult amounting up to 90% 
of a full rate pension, which by default is paid directly to them.  Alternatively, they may qualify 
for a means-tested State Pension (non-contributory), amounting up to 95% of the maximum 
contributory pension rate.

08/06/2016WRP02900Rent Supplement Scheme Eligibility

08/06/2016WRP03000290. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection why a person (details 
supplied) has lost entitlement to rent allowance upon being placed on a low paid temporary 
work scheme by a local Intreo office; why it is not possible for the person to receive support 
from the local community welfare officer, given that this loss has resulted in an accumulation of 
rent arrears; and why, if the person and the person’s partner were 26 years of age plus, and both 
in receipt of social protection payments and rent allowance, they would have a greater income 
than what they have been left with, following the person’s placement on this temporary work 
incentive scheme. [14267/16]

08/06/2016WRP03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As advised in the reply to the 
Deputy’s recent question in this matter, Question No. 45 of 14 April 2016, the person concerned 
is currently participating in the part-time job initiative (PTJI) scheme.  The PTJI scheme is in-
tended as a stepping stone to full-time work. It allows certain long-term unemployed people to 
take up part-time work and get a special weekly allowance instead of their jobseeker’s payment. 
A person is not placed on PTJI by the Department. They secure the part-time work themselves 
and then contact their local Intreo Centre in order to apply to participate in the PTJI scheme.
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On 6 January 2016, a rent supplement review was carried out which showed the combined 
weekly income of the person, less income disregards, less supplementary welfare rate for a cou-
ple and with the addition of the minimum rent supplement contribution yielded a weekly avail-
able contribution of €197.25 per week towards the rent. The rent charged equated to €115.30 
per week and therefore their weekly available contribution exceeded that of the rent thus giving 
a nil entitlement to rent supplement.

A further review carried out on 26 February 2016 confirmed that the person’s available 
financial contribution still exceeded the weekly rent and that there was no entitlement to rent 
supplement. It remains open for the person concerned to submit an appeal against this decision 
to the Social Welfare Appeals Office.

A Designated Person administers supplementary welfare allowance including exceptional 
needs payments (ENP’s). An ENP covers essential, once-off exceptional spending that one 
could not reasonably be expected to meet out of weekly income. ENP’s cannot be used to re-
place another social welfare payment in this case rent supplement.

 In line with other EU and OECD jurisdictions where such measures are common, reduced 
rates for younger jobseeker’s allowance recipients were first introduced in 2009 and extended 
in subsequent Budgets. A weekly jobseeker’s allowance rate of €100 applies to jobseekers aged 
18-24 and a weekly rate of €144 applies to jobseekers who are 25 years of age.

 It is not discriminatory but rather a targeted measure aimed at protecting young people from 
welfare dependency by incentivising them to avail of education and training opportunities.  If 
a jobseeker in receipt of the reduced jobseeker’s allowance rate participates on an education or 
training programme they will receive a higher weekly payment of €160.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the deputy.

08/06/2016WRP03200Cross-Border Co-operation

08/06/2016WRP03300291. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection the State bodies under 
his remit which have developed memoranda of understanding with his counterpart in Northern 
Ireland with regard to the efficient delivery of services on the island of Ireland; if he has carried 
out a cost-benefit analysis of the development of further memorandums of understanding; the 
details of the cost-benefit analysis; and the new memoranda of understanding he will be creat-
ing between State bodies under their remit through the lifetime of this Government. [14288/16]

08/06/2016WRP03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The statutory bodies operating 
under the aegis of the Department of Social Protection are the Citizens Information Board, the 
Pensions Authority, the Pensions Council, the Pensions Ombudsman and the Social Welfare 
Tribunal.

None of the bodies under the aegis of my Department have developed Memoranda of Un-
derstanding with my counterpart in Northern Ireland nor has any cost-benefit analysis been 
carried out in that regard.  There are no plans, at this time, to develop any such Memoranda of 
Understanding through the life-time of this Government.

08/06/2016WRP03500Free Travel Scheme Review

08/06/2016WRP03600292. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Social Protection his plans to increase 
the age of eligibility for the free travel scheme to 67 years of age; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [14331/16]

08/06/2016WRP03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The current free travel scheme 
provides free travel on the main public and private transport services for those eligible under the 
scheme.  These include road, rail and ferry services provided by companies such as Bus Átha 
Cliath, Bus Éireann and Iarnród Éireann, as well as Luas and services provided by approxi-
mately 80 private transport operators.  Free travel is also available on cross border journeys to 
and from Northern Ireland, and within Northern Ireland for those aged 66 years and over.  The 
free travel scheme is available to all people aged over 66 living permanently in the State. Ap-
plicants who are under age 66 must be in receipt of a qualifying payment in order to qualify 
for the scheme.  The qualifying payments for those aged under 66 are invalidity pension, blind 
pension, disability allowance, carer’s allowance or an equivalent social security payment from 
a country covered by EC Regulations or one with which Ireland has a Bilateral Social Security 
Agreement.  There are currently approx. 850,000 customers with direct eligibility with an an-
nual allocation of €80 million.

While the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2011 provides that State pension age will in-
crease to 67 years in 2021, no decision has been made at this time as to whether there will be a 
corresponding increase in the age for receipt of the free travel pass.

08/06/2016WRP03800Exceptional Needs Payment Applications

08/06/2016WRP03900293. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of the 
decision of review in respect of an exceptional needs payment for a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14353/16]

08/06/2016WRP04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): An application for an exceptional 
needs payment was submitted by the person concerned and refused.  The decision of the officer 
in this case was upheld by a review officer.  A further application form has issued to the person 
concerned in relation to other heating works which require repair.  This application will be con-
sidered on return of the application form and the person concerned informed of the outcome as 
soon as possible.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/06/2016WRP04100Supplementary Welfare Allowance Eligibility

08/06/2016WRP04200294. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person 
(details supplied) will receive the full SWA payment of €186 per week, rather than the reduced 
rate of €100 per week, while the person is awaiting a decision on a disability allowance claim. 
[14357/16]

08/06/2016WRP04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): With effect from January 2010 
new age related payments were introduced affecting persons availing of supplementary welfare 
allowance (SWA).  The applicable maximum personal rate of SWA for a person between the 
ages of 18 and 24 is €100 per week.  There are a number of exemptions where the age reduction 
does not apply:

- those in receipt of a higher rate of payment immediately before the new age penalty rates 
applied;

- those with qualified children;
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- those in the care of the HSE during the preceding 12 months before their 18th birthday.

The person concerned does not meet these criteria; his previous disability allowance appli-
cation was made in August 2011.  The correct rate of SWA pending the outcome of his appeal 
in relation to his current disability allowance application is €100 per week. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/06/2016WRP04400Work Placement Programmes

08/06/2016WRP04500295. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection his view on cor-
respondence (details supplied) regarding part-time jobs; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14371/16]

08/06/2016WRP04600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Gateway is a work placement 
initiative administered by my Department and delivered at a local level by the local authorities.  
Recruitment and selection of part-time employees outside of this initiative is a matter for the 
Local Authority concerned and my Department has no role in determining how these positions 
are filled.

08/06/2016WRP04700Departmental Correspondence

08/06/2016WRP04800296. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Social Protection why he is continuing 
to send letters requesting recipients of jobseeker’s benefit to use financial institutions instead 
of using the post office to collect payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14377/16]

08/06/2016WRP04900301. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Social Protection the steps he will take 
not to allow any further communiques to issue from his Department exhorting jobseekers to use 
financial institutions rather than post offices to collect their payments (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14544/16]

08/06/2016WRP05000337. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Social Protection if he has consulted with 
members of the Irish Postmasters’ Union regarding his plans to change the payment arrange-
ments for jobseekers who work part-time casually; the number of payments that will be affected 
by this change; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14814/16]

08/06/2016WRP05100338. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason he is con-
tinuing to issue letters to urge jobseekers to use financial institutions rather than post offices to 
collect their payment (details supplied). [14982/16]

08/06/2016WRP05200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
296, 301, 337 and 338 together.

My Department provides two main options for payment methods for its customers: pay-
ments direct to customer accounts in financial institutions or payments in cash at post offices.

Specifically in respect of cash payments at Post Offices, in 2015 my department made over 
38 million such payments in cash at a cost of €54 million.  These welfare payments through post 
offices are across all of the department’s major schemes: state pension, jobseekers, one parent 
family payments, widow/ers or survivors pensions, carers payments, disability payments and 
child benefit.
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I can assure the Deputy that my department is not undertaking any measures which seek to 
actively influence customer choice in the manner of payment away from cash payments at the 
Post Office.

I want to emphasise that for the vast majority of my department’s schemes the department’s 
customers are given the choice of what payment method they wish to receive their social wel-
fare payment.  The vast majority of new customers choose to have payments made directly 
into their accounts in financial institutions which reflects a societal trend towards payment by 
electronic funds transfer.  For example, 83% of new Child Benefit customers and 70% of new 
State Pension customers chose this option in 2015.

Many of my department’s customers are in employment. My department’s focus must be on 
our customers and to this end my department’s policy is to make payments to in-work custom-
ers directly to accounts rather than customers being inconvenienced by two separate payment 
methods.

My department has a cohort of jobseeker customers who are classified as casual jobseekers.  
These are in-work customers who can claim a jobseeker’s payment for 2 to 3 days per week or 
who work week on/week-off.  These customers were paid by cheque each week.

Those customers were paid by cheque due to the changing nature of their  work/claiming 
patterns and the short turn-around time to issue payments.  It is important to note that they were 
not paid via post offices under the department’s existing cash payments contract with An Post.

My department has developed its payment capacity in respect of changing work and claim-
ing patterns and is offering payments direct to accounts in financial institutions for casual Job-
seeker customers thereby increasing customer convenience.  This is in line with wider de-
partmental policy where the focus is on ensuring that in-work customers are paid by the most 
convenient method possible.

My department has written to all of these casual jobseekers offering the option of a payment 
to an account. The vast majority have responded and opted for payment to an account.

If customers wish to continue to be paid by cheque they can make their preference known 
to their local social welfare office which handles their claim.

The recent “Kerr Report” sets out the challenges that An Post and Postmasters face as they 
seek to ensure that the post office network remains relevant in the context of the inexorable shift 
towards electronic payments.

My Department will support the introduction by An Post of a standard bank account through 
the provision of seed funding to help start the initiative.

My department is engaging as appropriate with the Departments of Communications, Cli-
mate Change and Natural Resources and Public, Expenditure and Reform in addressing the 
recommendations of the report.

08/06/2016WRP05300Exceptional Needs Payment Applications

08/06/2016WRP05400297. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if an exceptional 
needs payment can be approved in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14386/16]

08/06/2016WRP05500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): An application for an exceptional 
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needs payment in the case of the person concerned is currently being processed.  Further infor-
mation was requested by the designated officer and a decision will be made on submission of 
the relevant requested documentation.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the deputy.

08/06/2016WRQ00200Cross-Border Co-operation

08/06/2016WRQ00300298. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection if he is satisfied with 
the level of data that is collected on the issues which come under his Department’s remit; the 
steps he will take to work with the administration in Northern Ireland to collect data under his 
aegis on a North-South basis; and the budgets he will put in place to undertake this work (details 
supplied). [14447/16]

08/06/2016WRQ00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am satisfied that the Depart-
ment collects and has access to the data that is required to perform its functions.

The Department works closely with and exchanges data, in accordance with the law, with 
administrations in other States for the purposes of assessing entitlement to, and making, welfare 
payments.  As part of this process Department officials meet regularly with their counterparts in 
Northern Ireland and activities are co-ordinated as appropriate to support service delivery and 
control operations.

08/06/2016WRQ00500Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

08/06/2016WRQ00600299. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Social Protection if there is any form 
of funding available through his Department, apart from the back-to-education allowance, for a 
person who has secured a place on a masters course in September 2016; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14531/16]

08/06/2016WRQ00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Back to Education Allow-
ance Scheme (BTEA) enables eligible persons to pursue approved education courses and to 
continue to receive income support for the duration of a course of study, subject to meeting 
certain conditions.  Other than the Professional Masters in Education, which is a pre-requisite 
to taking up a teaching post, BTEA does not provide income support to those seeking to pursue 
a qualification at Masters Level.  The BTEA is designed primarily to support second chance 
education.  

The student grant payable by the Department of Education and Skills represents the primary 
support for persons pursuing education.  This is administered by Student Universal Support 
Ireland (SUSI) on behalf of the Department of Education and Skills.

08/06/2016WRQ00800Carer’s Allowance Applications

08/06/2016WRQ00900300. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an 
application for carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied) and when the person can expect 
a decision on their case. [14533/16]

08/06/2016WRQ01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar):  I confirm that my department 
received an application for carer’s allowance (CA) from the person concerned on 9 February 
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2016.  Unfortunately, there are currently delays in the processing of new applications.  Addi-
tional resources have been provided to the CA section in order to improve the waiting times for 
new applications and they are working hard to make this happen.

Frequently, delays are outside the control of the Department and are caused by the customer 
failing to fully complete the claim form or failing to attach the supporting documentation that 
is requested on the application form.

This application will be processed as quickly as possible and the person concerned will 
be notified directly of the outcome.  In the meantime, the person concerned is in receipt of a 
weekly social welfare support.

  Question No. 301 answered with Question No. 296.

08/06/2016WRQ01200Employment Support Services

08/06/2016WRQ01300302. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason long-term 
unemployed persons who are engaging at his request with a company (details supplied) and 
have not managed to obtain employment are precluded from taking part in the Tús - work place-
ment initiative scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14591/16]

08/06/2016WRQ01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department operates a range 
of employment support measures, including Tús and JobPath, to assist the unemployed to re-
enter the labour market.  Tús was introduced in 2011 to provide work opportunities in the 
community for those who are unemployed for more than a year.  JobPath is a new approach 
to employment activation to support long-term unemployed people and those most at risk of 
becoming long-term unemployed to secure and sustain full time employment.

In general, it is not possible for clients to participate in two activation schemes at the same 
time and my Department does not facilitate or encourage jobseekers to leave one scheme early 
in order to take up a place on another scheme.  This approach is particularly relevant in the case 
of JobPath whereby contracted providers are paid on the basis of outcomes.  It is important that 
the service providers have the opportunity and the time to help the jobseeker secure and sustain 
full-time employment.

08/06/2016WRQ01500Social Welfare Overpayments

08/06/2016WRQ01600303. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if a review of an 
overpayment can be undertaken in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14634/16]

08/06/2016WRQ01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): It is the policy of the Department 
to seek recovery of overpayments.

The client concerned accrued an overpayment of rent supplement of €4,491.90 for the pe-
riod 1/6/12 - 28/2/13 as her combined household income from one-parent family payment, FIS 
and maternity benefit, overlapped for a time during this period, which was not fully assessed as 
means towards her rent supplement.  While the client has repaid a portion of this overpayment, 
there remains an outstanding balance of €3,451.87 which must be recouped by the Department.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the deputy.
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08/06/2016WRQ01800Supplementary Welfare Allowance Payments

08/06/2016WRQ01900304. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if and when a 
basic social protection payment will be made in the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14648/16]

08/06/2016WRQ02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The person concerned has been 
in receipt of basic Supplementary Welfare Allowance of €186.00 per week since 12 May 2016.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the deputy.

08/06/2016WRQ02100Social Welfare Appeals Status

08/06/2016WRQ02200305. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of a rent 
allowance appeal by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14654/16]

08/06/2016WRQ02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on 11 May 2016, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

08/06/2016WRQ02400Family Income Supplement Eligibility

08/06/2016WRQ02500306. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person 
(details supplied) has been assessed with earnings on a family income supplement claim of 
€171 per week; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14656/16]

08/06/2016WRQ02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): An application for family income 
supplement (FIS) was made by the person concerned on 14 April 2016.

The assessment of earnings was based on a payslip dated 16 March 2016 (week 11) which 
showed cumulative earnings and deduction details for the 2016 tax year to that date.  The earn-
ings were calculated at €171.00 per week.

A DO has reviewed the FIS application and has discovered that the potential FIS entitlement 
notified on the communication to the customer (dated 22 April 2016) was incorrect (under-
stated).  A revised communication has issued to the person in question with the correct figures.

As FIS cannot be claimed concurrently with jobseeker’s allowance (JA) the letter also in-
forms the person concerned that it is financially beneficial to cease claiming JA and instead to 
claim FIS and advises them to contact their local Intreo office to arrange this so that FIS may 
be awarded.

08/06/2016WRQ02700Departmental Expenditure
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08/06/2016WRQ02800307. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated cost for 
2017 of increasing by €40 the weekly payments received by recipients of an age-related lower 
rate of jobseeker’s allowance and supplementary welfare allowance. [14666/16]

08/06/2016WRQ02900309. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated full year 
cost of increasing the qualified child increase by €5 for 2017. [14668/16]

08/06/2016WRQ03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
307 and 309 together.

The cost of increasing the rates of Jobseeker’s Allowance and Supplementary Welfare Al-
lowance for those recipients under 26 years of age by €40 per week is €59 million in 2017 and 
a full year.  This cost includes increasing the qualified adult rate to €124.80 per week.

The cost of increasing the rate of the Qualified Child Increase by €5 per week is €98.7 mil-
lion in 2017 and a full year. This includes the costs of also increasing the Back to Work Family 
Dividend.

These costings above are provisional and will be subject to change in the context of emerg-
ing trends and associated revision of the estimated numbers of recipients in 2017.

08/06/2016WRQ03100Community Employment Schemes Funding

08/06/2016WRQ03200308. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated net cost of 
an additional 1,000 places on the community employment scheme for 2017. [14667/16]

08/06/2016WRQ03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Community Employment (CE) is 
an active labour market programme designed to provide eligible long-term unemployed people 
and other disadvantaged with an opportunity to engage in part-time work and training within 
their communities on a temporary, fixed-term basis.

The CE budget allocation for 2016 is €376.5 million and it allows for 23,752 participants 
and 1,375 supervisory staff.

The estimated total costs of 1,000 additional CE places at 2016 rates, for a full year’s par-
ticipation, would be approximately €14.9 million.

  Question No. 309 answered with Question No. 307.

08/06/2016WRQ03500Departmental Expenditure

08/06/2016WRQ03600310. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated cost of 
reducing the numbers of hours worked required to access family income support from 19 to 15. 
[14669/16]

08/06/2016WRQ03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Family Income Supplement 
(FIS) is an in-work support for employees with families on low earnings, who otherwise might 
be at risk of financial poverty.  The estimated expenditure for 2016 is expected to be €410 mil-
lion.

To qualify for payment of FIS, a person must be engaged in full-time insurable employment 
which is expected to last for at least 3 months and be working for a minimum of 38 hours per 
fortnight or 19 hours per week.  Furthermore, the average family income must be below a speci-
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fied amount which varies according to the number of qualified children in the family.

The “hours worked” eligibility criterion has been reduced significantly since the introduc-
tion of the scheme in 1984, from 30 hours per week to 19 hours per week in 1996.  Further 
reducing the “hours worked” requirement would have potentially significant expenditure im-
plications.

For low income workers with less than the minimum hours of employment for FIS and 
working on a casual basis up to and including 3 days per week, jobseeker’s schemes provide 
in-work income support through daily disregards and tapered withdrawal of payments.

The current number of families who are working between 15-18 hours and are earning be-
low the relevant FIS thresholds is currently unknown.

Reducing the numbers of hours worked required to access FIS from 19 to 15 could have a 
number of behavioural effects including: reduce incentive to increase part-time hours; result in 
recipients on the minimum 19 hours threshold reducing their hours of work; and reduction in 
the “hours worked” criteria might attract new recipients currently on higher wages above the 
FIS threshold, who might decide to reduce their hours in order to qualify.

Under EU regulations FIS is defined as a family benefit and is exportable in cases where the 
claimant is working in Ireland but where the children are living abroad.  My Department has  no 
way of predicting with any degree of accuracy the potential in-flow from this category.

Therefore, my Department has no way of accurately estimating the cost of reducing the 
numbers of hours worked required to access FIS from 19 to 15 hours.

08/06/2016WRQ03800Community Services Programme

08/06/2016WRQ03900311. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the expenditure on the 
community services programme in each of the past ten years; and the estimated full-year cost 
of increasing funding through the community services programme in order to cover the cost of 
the 50 cent increase to the minimum wage. [14670/16]

08/06/2016WRQ04000312. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated full-year 
cost of increasing funding through the community services programme in order to enable the 
sector to become a living-wage employer, that is, that a minimum wage of €11.50 per hour 
would apply. [14671/16]

08/06/2016WRQ04100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
311 and 312 together.

The community services programme (CSP) is one of a number of programmes and schemes 
operated by my Department.  It provides financial support to community companies that pro-
vide revenue generating services of a social inclusion nature.  Many of these companies are 
also funded from other sources and generate revenue from the public use of their facilities and 
services.  The CSP provides a contribution to the wage costs of the companies on the basis that 
the services are not fully self-financing or the cost of provision would be prohibitive on users.  
My Department does not set the wage rate but requires the payment of an appropriate rate con-
sistent with local norms.

In 2015, 398 companies were directly supported by the CSP.  Companies receive a contribu-
tion towards the wage costs of 1,701 employees.
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Providing for an increase of €0.50 per hour to all companies for the current number of 
employees supported (1,701) would result in an additional cost of €1.7 million per annum.  
However it should be noted at the end of 2015 some 60% of the employees supported were be-
ing paid above the level of the minimum wage in keeping with the social inclusion and social 
benefit objectives of the programme.  Pobal and the Department are currently examining sub-
missions from existing funded companies to assist and support those who are not in a position 
to cover the increase in the minimum wage for 2016.

Providing for an increase to €11.50 per hour to all companies for the current number of em-
ployees supported (1,701) would result in an additional cost of €9.8 million per annum.

Information on the expenditure for CSP in each of the past 10 years 2006 to 2016 is set out 
in the following table:

CSP Expenditure 2006-2016

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016*

€38m €43m €47m €50m €45m €45m €47m €42m €43m €42m €21m

  *at end of May 2016

08/06/2016WRQ04200Social Welfare Code

08/06/2016WRQ04300313. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the implications of the 
proposed new working family payment scheme for the family income supplement scheme, the 
back-to-work family dividend and the rules governing the permissibility of work and earnings 
disregards of other working age payment schemes; if it is to replace any or all of these pay-
ments and if so, if the total number of recipients of an in-work welfare support will increase 
or decrease; if so, by how much; and if it is envisaged that the total social protection spend 
supplementing paid employment will increase or decrease, and if so, by how much. [14672/16]

08/06/2016WRQ04400314. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the approximate time-
frame within which he envisages introducing the Government’s proposed working family pay-
ment scheme. [14673/16]

08/06/2016WRQ04500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
313 and 314 together.

I recognise the important role played by the Family Income Supplement (FIS) in providing 
extra financial supports for 56,000 working families.  The FIS scheme provides strong financial 
incentives for many families in availing of employment opportunities.

I have asked my officials to commence work on a proposed Working Family Payment which 
will seek to ensure that working families always have an incentive to transition from welfare to 
employment.

Considerable work and analysis needs to be done and it is therefore not possible to provide 
any further detail on the scheme at this stage.

08/06/2016WRR0010008/06/2016WRR00150National Internship Scheme

08/06/2016WRR00200315. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated saving in 
2017 and a full year from closing the JobBridge scheme to new applicants. [14674/16]
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08/06/2016WRR00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): JobBridge was launched in 2011 
at a time of massive economic uncertainty and widespread unemployment.  Companies were 
simply not hiring because they couldn’t afford to recruit, and in many cases insisted on a mini-
mum level of experience.  But large numbers of new jobseekers and people who lost their jobs 
in the recession couldn’t get the relevant workplace experience they needed to get a first or a 
new job.

That crisis is now over, the economy is growing and employers are hiring again.  The la-
bour market has changed and new graduates and other jobseekers are once again finding work.  
These changed circumstances mean that it is now timely to consider whether or not a state 
sponsored internship/work experience scheme is still required and if so what form such an in-
ternship/work experience scheme should take.  While I acknowledge that JobBridge has been 
a very successful scheme and served a very useful purpose during the period of recession I am 
mindful of the criticisms that have been made of the scheme and I intend to replace it later this 
year with a scheme that is better suited to the changed economic circumstances.

JobBridge is currently the subject on an external, independent evaluation and I will use the 
outcome of this evaluation, due to be produced in September this year, as the basis for determin-
ing what changes should be made to improve outcomes for Jobseekers and value for money for 
the State.

Any costs related to the replacement of the JobBridge scheme will be dependent on the 
nature of the scheme that is implemented in its place.  Such costs are not known at this time 
therefore no projected savings can be calculated.

08/06/2016WRR00350Work Placement Programmes

08/06/2016WRR00400316. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated full year 
saving from abolishing the gateway scheme. [14675/16]

08/06/2016WRR00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Gateway is a work placement 
initiative for county and city councils.  The initiative aims to improve the employability and 
maintain the work readiness of those who have been unemployed for 24 months or more.  There 
are a total of 3,000 places available on Gateway.

This year €33.38m was allocated for Gateway, therefore the direct savings from abolishing 
the Gateway scheme this year would be in the order of €33.38m.  However the net savings have 
to take account of the full year cost of the jobseekers payment for 3,000 customers estimated 
at €30.7m.

The figures above do not take account of the additional income the Exchequer receives in 
the form of income tax, PRSI and USC from those participating on the scheme.

08/06/2016WRR00550JobsPlus Scheme

08/06/2016WRR00600317. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the approximate fully 
year net saving from moving 1,000 jobseekers who have been unemployed for longer than 24 
months into work via the JobsPlus scheme. [14676/16]

08/06/2016WRR00700318. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the approximate full 
year net saving from moving 1,000 jobseekers who have been unemployed for longer than 12 
months into work via the JobsPlus scheme. [14677/16]
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08/06/2016WRR00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
317 and 318 together.

JobsPlus provides a direct monthly financial incentive to employers who recruit employees 
who are long term on the live register and those transitioning into employment.  It provides 
employers with two levels of payment: €7,500 and €10,000.  The €7,500 is paid primarily to 
those who are 12 months or more on the live register with the higher grant paid in respect of 
those who have been unemployed for more than 24 months.  The incentive is paid in monthly 
instalments over a two year period provided the employment is maintained.

The full year cost of the jobsplus incentive to support 1,000 employees who were unem-
ployed for between 12 and 24 months is €3.75m.  The full year cost of the jobsplus incentive to 
support 1,000 employees who were unemployed for longer than 24 months is €5m.

The full year cost of the jobseekers payment for 1,000 customers is estimated at €10.2 m, 
therefore the estimated net savings of moving 1,000 customers who were unemployed for be-
tween 12 and 24 months utilising the jobsplus incentive would be in the order of €6.45m.  The 
net savings of moving 1,000 customers who were unemployed for longer than 24 months would 
be in the order of €5.2m.

The above costings do not include the additional income that arises for the Exchequer from 
payment of income tax, PRSI and USC from employment or the additional cost from employ-
ees who may have an entitlement to receive family income supplement (FIS) or the back to 
work family dividend.

08/06/2016WRR00850Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

08/06/2016WRR00900319. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an 
application for domiciliary care allowance by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14681/16]

08/06/2016WRR01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance (DCA) was received in respect of the person concerned on the 28th April 2016.  
This application has been forwarded to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors for their 
medical opinion.  Following receipt of this opinion, a decision will be made by a Deciding Of-
ficer and notified to the applicant.  Applications are processed in date of receipt order.  It can 
currently take 12 weeks to process an application for DCA.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/06/2016WRR01050Child Benefit Data

08/06/2016WRR01100320. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost of extend-
ing child benefit to the estimated 37,300 pupils who are due to sit the leaving certificate for 
the first time in 2016 and are aged 18 to 20 years of age, as revealed in information received 
through a reply to Parliamentary Question No. 346 of 31 May 2016; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14683/16]

08/06/2016WRR01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Parliamentary Question Number 
346 of 31 May 2016 provided an estimate by my colleague, the Minister for Education and 
Skills, Richard Bruton TD, of the number of students between 18 and 20 years of age sitting the 
Leaving Certificate for the first time in 2016.  It predicted that 36,600 of such Leaving Certifi-
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cate candidates and 1,300 of such Leaving Certificate Applied candidates (or 37,900 in total).

The full year cost of extending child benefit payments to an additional 37,900 Leaving Cer-
tificate students aged 18 to 20 inclusive is estimated at €63.7 million in a full year.  It should be 
noted that this represents the maximum cost as some students would not turn 18 until later in 
the year, and as such, they would already be eligible for child benefit payments for some of the 
Leaving Certificate school year.  It is understood that the age breakdown of students enrolled for 
the Leaving Certificate in 2016 will be published at the end of this month by the Department of 
Education and Skills.  This would enable a more detailed costing to be carried out.

08/06/2016WRR01250Job Initiatives

08/06/2016WRR01300321. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
who have been selected for participation in the JobPath scheme in each geographical area where 
it is in operation; the criteria used for the selection of this group; the length of time current and 
past participants have spent unemployed by bands of three months; the time participants spent 
working with JobPath providers broken down by week before employment was secured; the 
number of those participants who have maintained this employment broken down by bands of 
one month; if he will supply details of his payments to JobPath providers for assisting in secur-
ing and sustaining employment for participants who have found work on the basis of the four 
13-week payments per calendar year; the number of persons he sanctioned for failing to engage 
with these companies for each geographical area in tabular form, in each instance; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14686/16]

08/06/2016WRR01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Ireland’s Public Employment 
Service (PES) is managed by the Department of Social Protection (DSP) and delivered directly 
by its own Intreo service as well as by contracted private companies that provide JobPath ser-
vices, Local Employment Service (LES) and Job Clubs.  JobPath is a new approach to employ-
ment activation that supports people who are long-term unemployed (LTU) and those most at 
risk of becoming long-term unemployed to secure and sustain paid employment.  The JobPath 
service is delivered by two companies - Turas Nua Limited and Seetec Limited.

JobPath is being delivered nationally in two contract areas that are based on the Depart-
ment’s current divisional structure.  The geographic areas are as follows:

Seetec – West; Midlands North; North East; North West, Dublin Central; Dublin North; 
Dublin South.

Turas Nua – Cork Central; South East; Mid-Leinster, Mid-West; South West; Midlands 
South.

34,307 jobseekers have been referred to JobPath as follows (to 6 June 2016): 

Division Group 1 - (12 
months LTU)

Group 2 - (1/2 
years LTU)

Group 3 - (2/3 
years LTU)

Group 4 - (3 + 
years LTU)

Total

Dublin Central 559 430 1,500 2,489
Dublin North 345 186 671 1,202
Dublin South 352 255 587 1,194
Midlands North 700 530 1,735 2,965
North East 683 558 1,646 2,887
North West 358 382 1,350 2,090
West 40 738 594 1,589 2,961
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Division Group 1 - (12 
months LTU)

Group 2 - (1/2 
years LTU)

Group 3 - (2/3 
years LTU)

Group 4 - (3 + 
years LTU)

Total

Cork Central 754 493 2,090 3,337
Mid Leinster 32 1,126 667 2,175 4,000
Mid-West 39 869 539 1,936 3,383
Midlands South 624 478 1,595 2,697
South East 27 964 607 2,008 3,606
South West 1 384 301 810 1,496
Total 139 8,456 6,020 19,692 34,307

LTU = Long Term Unemployed

For the purpose of JobPath selection, jobseekers are divided into the following groups:

1. Clients becoming long-term unemployed i.e. passing 12 months

2. Clients who have been unemployed for 1-2 years

3. Clients who have been unemployed for 2-3 years

4. Clients who have been unemployed for more than 3 years

5. Newly unemployed clients who are assessed by the Department to be at a high risk of 
becoming long term unemployed

6. Clients who, although in part-time employment, have been in receipt of a jobseeker’s 
payment for more than 12 months.

The Department began referring long term unemployed jobseekers from referral groups 2 - 
4 and recently started referring from group 1.  Referrals from the remaining groups have not yet 
commenced.  Within the above groups selection for JobPath is on a random basis.  It is not pos-
sible to provide the duration of unemployment, other than by reference to the referral groups, 
within the time available to answer the question.

Clients receive support for 52 weeks but this period may continue for up to 130 weeks e.g. 
where a person engages in further education/training (for up to 26 weeks) and receives “in 
work” support (for up to 52 weeks).  The roll-out of JobPath commenced in July 2015 on a 
“soft-launch” basis.  To date no one has completed their engagement with the JobPath service.  
Detailed analyses of JobPath data will be published later this year.  As indicated in “Pathways 
to Work 2016 – 2020” the Department intends to publish performance statistics of contracted 
providers including JobPath, LES and Job Clubs from Q3 2016.

JobPath is a payment by results model and all initial costs are borne by the companies.  Job-
Path is so structured that the companies will not be able to fully recover their costs until they 
place sufficient numbers of jobseekers into sustainable jobs.  It is not intended to publish the 
individual payments to the JobPath companies as these are commercially sensitive and to do 
so would place the State at a disadvantage both in terms of the contracts now in place and any 
future procurement that may be undertaken.

Departmental records indicate that, as at mid-May, some 350 clients referred to the JobPath 
service have seen sanctioned.  It is not possible to provide a breakdown of this information on 
a geographic basis within the time available to answer the question.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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08/06/2016WRR01450Invalidity Pension Applications

08/06/2016WRR01500322. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an application 
by a person (details supplied) under the invalidity pension scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14704/16]

08/06/2016WRR01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The person concerned has been 
awarded invalidity pension with effect from the 05 May 2016.  The first payment of invalid-
ity pension will issue to his nominated bank account on 16 June 2016.  Any arrears due from 
5 May 2016 to 15 June 2016 (less any overlapping social welfare payment and/or outstanding 
overpayment) will issue in due course.  The person in question was notified of this decision on 
3 June 2016.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/06/2016WRR01650Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

08/06/2016WRR01700323. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection his views on corre-
spondence regarding the case of a person (details supplied). [14731/16]

08/06/2016WRR01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): JobPath is a new approach to em-
ployment activation that supports people who are long-term unemployed and those most distant 
from the labour market to secure and full-time sustainable paid employment.  Participants are 
provided with a range of training and development supports including online modules, career 
advice, CV preparation and interview skills.  Clients spend a year on JobPath.  If during this 
time, they are placed into a job they will continue to receive in-work support for at least three 
months and up to twelve months to help them to maintain their employment and/or progress to 
full-time employment.  This support is particularly important in the case of long-term unem-
ployed jobseekers who have been out of the work-place for a long time.

Participants on JobPath retain their social welfare entitlement and continue to be subject to 
the eligibility criteria for their jobseeker’s payment.  If they are successful in gaining part-time 
or casual work (up to and including 3 days per week), they may still receive a jobseeker’s pay-
ment for the other days of unemployment during that week if they satisfy the conditions for that 
payment namely:

1. Be capable of work.

2. Be available for and genuinely seeking work.

3. Satisfy the means test.

4. Meet the habitual residence condition.

In this case, the jobseeker must continue to be available for full-time employment.

All decisions regarding a person’s welfare entitlements are made by deciding officers of 
the Department.  A JobPath company cannot make any decisions regarding a person’s welfare 
entitlements; however the JobPath company will continue to support the jobseeker to address 
barriers (through training, etc.) and to progress towards full-time employment.

If the Deputy would like to provide the jobseeker’s details, I will arrange for an official from 
my Department to discuss the issue with the individual concerned.
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/06/2016WRR01850Community Employment Schemes Data

08/06/2016WRR01900324. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost of extend-
ing community employment schemes to 18 months and two years in duration respectively; his 
views on providing greater flexibility to schemes to extend the current duration of schemes; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14736/16]

08/06/2016WRR02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Community Employment (CE) is 
an active labour market programme designed to provide eligible long-term unemployed people 
and other disadvantaged with an opportunity to engage in part-time work and training within 
their communities on a temporary, fixed-term basis.

The pattern of participation on the Community Employment (CE) programme is dependent 
on the individual circumstance of each person and the length of time she has been in receipt of 
a CE-qualifying social welfare payment.  The current participation patterns have been in place 
since CE commenced in 1994.  In general a person must be 12 months or more in receipt of a 
qualifying social welfare payment to be eligible for 1 year on CE.  If a person is 3 years or more 
in receipt of a qualifying payment social welfare payment, and over 35 years, they are eligible 
for 3 consecutive year’s participation on CE.

The CE budget allocation for 2016 is €376.5m and it allows for 23,752 participants and 
1,375 supervisory staff.  The effect of extending participation time limits on CE would be to de-
crease the number of places available rather than increase the cost.  The current eligibility rules 
and maximum durations allowed for participants are strictly enforced to allow the maximum 
number of people to benefit from the opportunity of a CE placement.

The Department keeps the eligibility criteria for Community Employment (CE) places un-
der on-going review to ensure that they are effective in targeting long-term unemployed job-
seekers and other specific disadvantaged groups.

08/06/2016WRR02050Labour Activation Projects

08/06/2016WRR02100325. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of labour activation participants in County Cork in each of the years 2013 to 2016 to date by 
scheme in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14742/16]

08/06/2016WRR02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information requested by the 
Deputy is detailed by scheme in the following table for years 2013 to 2015.

County breakdown of activation participants for Cork

Year Com-
munity 
Employ-
ment

Rural 
Social 
Scheme

Tús Gateway Back To 
Work Allow-
ance -Self-
employed

Back to 
Work 
Allow-
ance 
- Em-
ployee

Job-
Bridge

Back to 
Educa-
tion 
Allow-
ance

Partial 
Capacity 
Benefit

Short-
Term 
Enter-
prise 
Allow-
ance

Part-
Time 
Job In-
centive 
- Totals

2013 2,198 166 832 N/a 764 2 532 2,042 169 43 31 6,779

2014 2,190 171 888 N/a        740 0 517 1985 181 36 366,744 

2015 2,090 171 843 259 795 0 356 1,709 210 27 236,483 
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08/06/2016WRR02250Disability Allowance Applications

08/06/2016WRR02300326. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application by a 
person (details supplied) under the disability allowance scheme will be processed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14751/16]

08/06/2016WRR02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The person concerned has been 
awarded disability allowance with effect from 17 February 2016.  The first payment was made 
by her chosen payment method on 1 June 2016.

Arrears of payment due will issue as soon as possible once any necessary adjustment is 
calculated and applied in respect of any overlapping payments or in respect of outstanding 
overpayments (if applicable).

I trust that this clarifies the matter  for the Deputy.

08/06/2016WRR02450Social Insurance

08/06/2016WRR02500327. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection to recognise the 
work that family carers do and afford them a full stamp in order that persons in receipt of the 
carer’s allowance are eligible for the full benefits in recognition of their service. [14752/16]

08/06/2016WRR02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The new partnership Govern-
ment is committed in the Programme for Government to supporting carers through an increase 
in carer’s benefit and allowance.

Credited contributions, normally known as credits, are awarded to recipients of carer’s ben-
efit and of carer’s allowance where they have an underlying entitlement to credits.  Recipients 
of these payments qualify for credits where they have at least one paid contribution in the pre-
vious two years or have had credited contributions in that period.  Credits are also awarded to 
workers who take unpaid carer’s leave from work.

Credits protect social insurance entitlements by bridging gaps in an employee’s social insur-
ance record, where they are not in a position to pay PRSI, such as during periods spent caring.  
In combination with paid PRSI contributions, credits assist employees in qualifying for short-
term schemes and enhance the level of benefit for long-term schemes.

In addition, all carers, including those who do not qualify for a payment or for credits, may 
qualify for the homemaker scheme.  The homemaker’s scheme is designed to help homemakers 
and carers qualify for state pension (contributory).  Years spent caring on a full-time basis are 
disregarded when calculating the state pension (contributory) rate of payment.

Through the award of credits and the homemaker’s scheme, the social insurance system 
already gives significant recognition of the service provided by carers.  Awarding paid contribu-
tions would be contrary to the principle that entitlement to social insurance benefits, as a right, 
is directly linked to the actual payment of PRSI contributions on income and to do so would 
have cost implications.

My priority is to make progress on the commitment in our Programme regarding the level 
of support for carers.

08/06/2016WRR02650Carer’s Allowance Payments



Questions - Written Answers

148

08/06/2016WRR02700328. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason payment 
of carer’s allowance is seen as an extra income for carers when, in many situations, it enables a 
loved one to stay in their home as opposed to costing the State thousands of euro in residential 
care; and if he will ensure that carer’s allowance is means tested to ensure families can continue 
to look after their loved ones. [14753/16]

08/06/2016WRR02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I would like to acknowledge the 
key role that carers have in our society.  The importance of their contribution is reflected in the 
range of significant supports provided by my Department to support carers in their caring role 
and ameliorate the financial burden of caring - indeed it is worth pointing out that the income 
supports that carers receive from my Department are among the highest rates in Europe.

The income supports for carers from my Department include carer’s benefit (CB), carers al-
lowance (CA) (including half-rate carer’s allowance), carer’s support grant (CSG), domiciliary 
care allowance (DCA), household benefits package (HBP) (to carers residing with the recipient 
of care), and the free travel scheme.

CA is a means tested payment for people who are providing full-time care and attention to 
a person who needs it.  Carers providing care to more than one person are entitled to a 50% 
additional payment.

I must point out that the income disregard and means test for carers is the most generous 
within the social welfare system and the amount of weekly earnings disregarded is €332.50 for 
a single person and €665 for a couple.  A couple under 66 with two children, earning a joint an-
nual income of up to €35,400 can qualify for maximum payment Carer’s Allowance while such 
a couple earning €59,300 will still qualify for the minimum rate.

08/06/2016WRR02850Disability Allowance Applications

08/06/2016WRR02900329. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an applica-
tion for a person (details supplied) under the disability allowance scheme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14760/16]

08/06/2016WRR03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I confirm that my department is 
in receipt of an application for disability allowance from the above named person on 28 April 
2016.  On completion of the necessary investigations on all aspects of the claim a decision will 
be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

The processing time for individual disability allowance claims may vary in accordance with 
their relative complexity in terms of the three main qualifying criteria, the person’s circum-
stances and the information they provide in support of their claim.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/06/2016WRR03050Carer’s Allowance Applications

08/06/2016WRR03100330. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection to expedite a carer’s al-
lowance for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14780/16]

08/06/2016WRR03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I confirm that my department 
received an application for carer’s allowance (CA) from the person concerned on 20 January 
2016.  Unfortunately, there are currently delays in the processing of new applications.  Addi-
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tional resources have been provided to the CA section in order to improve the waiting times for 
new applications and they are working hard to make this happen.

Frequently, delays are outside the control of the Department and are caused by the customer 
failing to fully complete the claim form or failing to attach the supporting documentation that 
is requested on the application form.

This application will be processed as quickly as possible and the person concerned will be 
notified directly of the outcome.

In the meantime, if the means of the person concerned are insufficient to meet her needs she 
should apply for a means-tested supplementary welfare allowance from her local community 
welfare service.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/06/2016WRS00150Carer’s Allowance Applications

08/06/2016WRS00200331. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an 
application by a person (details supplied) under the carer’s allowance scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14792/16]

08/06/2016WRS00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I confirm that my department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance (CA) from the person concerned on 7 March 2016.  
Unfortunately, there are currently delays in the processing of new applications.  Additional 
resources have been provided to the CA section in order to improve the waiting times for new 
applications and they are working hard to make this happen.

Frequently, delays are outside the control of the Department and are caused by the customer 
failing to fully complete the claim form or failing to attach the supporting documentation that 
is requested on the application form.

This application will be processed as quickly as possible and the person concerned will 
be notified directly of the outcome.  In the meantime, the person concerned is in receipt of a 
weekly social welfare support.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/06/2016WRS00350Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

08/06/2016WRS00400332. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection to expedite an ap-
plication for a person (details supplied) under the domiciliary carer’s allowance; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14803/16]

08/06/2016WRS00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): A review of the decision to disal-
low Domiciliary Care Allowance (DCA) was requested on 16 December 2015 and the person 
concerned was notified on 12 April 2016 that following an examination of the file the original 
decision was upheld.

The person concerned lodged an appeal on the 12th May 2016.  The application together 
with additional information supplied with the appeal has been forwarded to a medical assessor 
for their professional opinion.  Upon receipt of the Medical Assessor’s opinion, the case will 
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be further examined by a deciding officer, who will revise the original decision if warranted, or 
alternatively, forward the case for consideration by the Appeals Office.  Such reviews can take 
up to 12 weeks to complete at present.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/06/2016WRS00550Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

08/06/2016WRS00600333. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason he 
no longer provides back to education allowance payments for students studying outside of the 
State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14805/16]

08/06/2016WRS00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Back to Education Allow-
ance (BTEA) is designed primarily to support second chance education.  It an educational 
opportunities scheme for persons in receipt of certain qualifying social welfare payments wish-
ing to pursue second or third level courses of education in order to improve their employment 
prospects.

Entitlement to BTEA is conditional on having on-going entitlement to the qualifying scheme 
payment.  The BTEA scheme has been amended in recent years to ensure that the conditions are 
in line with the qualifying payment.  These amendments include no longer approving courses 
commencing abroad from 2016.  This is in line with the rules of social assistance payments 
which are not payable abroad.   However, approval will continue to be granted for courses un-
dertaken in Northern Ireland.

I hope that this clarifies this matter for the Deputy.

08/06/2016WRS00750Maternity Benefit Applications

08/06/2016WRS00800334. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when he will pay 
maternity benefit to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14807/16]

08/06/2016WRS00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): An application for maternity 
benefit from the person concerned was refused on the grounds that she was not in insurable 
employment at the time of her application and did not satisfy the PRSI contribution conditions 
in the tax years relevant to her application.  She was notified of this decision on 17 July 2014.

The person concerned appealed the decision to the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 11 
January 2015, who carried out a full and independent review of the decision.  The appeal was 
disallowed and she was informed of this decision by letter on 17 June 2015.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/06/2016WRS00950Fuel Allowance Applications

08/06/2016WRS01000335. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the status in 
determination of an application for fuel allowance by a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14810/16]

08/06/2016WRS01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Fuel allowance may be payable 
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to certain applicants in receipt of long-term social welfare payments, who are unable to provide 
for their household heating needs.  The allowance is subject to a means test and is paid only to 
those who live alone or with certain exempted persons.

Full details of the qualifying criteria are available on the Department’s website at www.
welfare.ie.

An application for fuel allowance was received from the person concerned on 16 February 
2016.  As the person’s weekly household means exceeded the current income limit for fuel al-
lowance, the application was disallowed and the person concerned was notified of the decision 
on 20 April 2016.  Following a telephone call from the person concerned, the fuel allowance 
application was reviewed.  A decision notification letter issued to the person concerned on 25 
April 2016, followed by a further letter dated 31 May 2016, explaining that the eligibility condi-
tions for fuel allowance are not satisfied as the household income is in excess of the applicable 
weekly limit.

If the person’s financial circumstances change at a future date, it is open to them to re-apply 
for fuel allowance.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/06/2016WRS01150Social Welfare Payments Administration

08/06/2016WRS01200336. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will instruct 
his officials to clearly include the post office network as an option for payments from his De-
partment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14811/16]

08/06/2016WRS01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In the vast majority of my de-
partment’s schemes there is clear customer choice on payment method.  My department will 
make payment directly to a bank account or make available a cash payment at a Post Office in 
line with customer choice.  Payment options are set out on scheme application forms with no 
emphasis or preference on either payment method.

For some schemes, mainly those which are means tested, my department, as a control mea-
sure, requires payment to be made in cash at Post Offices.  Customers must present with ap-
propriate identification to receive their payment.

For other schemes, mainly where customers are in work such as Jobseeker Casual custom-
ers who work on a part time basis or Back to Work family dividend, my department recognises 
that these customers already have a payment method through their employer and it would be 
unfair and an inconvenience to these customers to provide a different method of payment from 
the one they already have by requiring them to attend at a Post Office on a weekly basis.

I can assure the Deputy that my department is not undertaking any measures which seek to 
actively influence customer choice in the manner of payment away from cash payments at the 
Post Office.  However I must reiterate that where customer choice is available the vast majority 
of customers are choosing to have their payments made direct to bank accounts and my depart-
ment will respect this choice.

  Questions Nos. 337 and 338 answered with Question No. 296.

08/06/2016WRS01450Community Employment Schemes Operation
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08/06/2016WRS01500339. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection to immediately re-
view provisions of community employment scheme workers. [15009/16]

08/06/2016WRS01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Community Employment (CE) is 
an active labour market programme designed to provide eligible long-term unemployed people 
and other specific disadvantaged groups with an opportunity to engage in part-time work and 
training within their communities on a temporary, fixed-term basis.

The pattern of participation on the Community Employment (CE) programme is dependent 
on the individual circumstance of each person and the length of time she has been in receipt of 
a CE-qualifying social welfare payment.

The current participation patterns have been in place since CE commenced in 1994.  In 
general a person must be 12 months or more in receipt of a qualifying social welfare payment 
to be eligible for 1 year on CE.  If a person is 3 years or more in receipt of a qualifying payment 
social welfare payment, and over 35 years, they are eligible for 3 consecutive years participa-
tion on CE.

Participants who are eligible for 1 year on CE may have their participation extended into 
a second consecutive year under certain circumstances but this extension is limited to a maxi-
mum of 10% of these places on a particular scheme.

An individual’s cumulative lifetime participation on CE is limited to 3 years (156 weeks) 
for persons under 55 years of age, or 6 years (312 weeks) for persons of 55 years of age up to 
State Pension age.

The Department keeps the eligibility criteria for Community Employment (CE) places un-
der on-going review to ensure that they are effective in targeting long-term unemployed job-
seekers and other specific disadvantaged groups.  The eligibility rules and maximum durations 
allowed for participants are strictly enforced to ensure the benefit of CE is available to the wid-
est possible number of jobseekers.

With the ongoing welcome reductions in the live register I will be considering how best all 
work programmes, including CE, meet the needs of people remaining on the live register and 
others dependent on social welfare, in particular the long term unemployed and those most 
distant from the labour market.  In any consideration of the scheme, it will be important also to 
be cognisant of the valuable community and voluntary services delivered to local communities.

08/06/2016WRS01650Ministerial Correspondence

08/06/2016WRS01700340. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of repre-
sentations he has received from Members of the Oireachtas and the number of these to which he 
had not issued a substantive reply by 31 May 2016, by month of initial receipt from 1 January 
2015 to 30 April 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15043/16]

08/06/2016WRS01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Up to 2,553 representations were 
recorded by the Department during the period January 2015 to 31 May 2016 as requiring a reply 
from the Minister.  This includes representations from Councillors and individuals the Minister 
would reply to directly.  A monthly breakdown of this data is not available.

There are 99 replies outstanding at 31 May 2016.
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Carer’s Allowance Applications

08/06/2016WRS01900341. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an 
application by a person (details supplied) under the carer’s allowance scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15046/16]

08/06/2016WRS02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I confirm that my department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance (CA) from the person concerned on 12 April 2016.  
Unfortunately, there are currently delays in the processing of new applications.  Additional 
resources have been provided to the CA section in order to improve the waiting times for new 
applications and they are working hard to make this happen.

Frequently, delays are outside the control of the Department and are caused by the customer 
failing to fully complete the claim form or failing to attach the supporting documentation that 
is requested on the application form.

This application will be processed as quickly as possible and the person concerned will be 
notified directly of the outcome.  In the meantime, the spouse of the person concerned is in re-
ceipt of a weekly social welfare support for both of them.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Community Employment Schemes Operation

08/06/2016WRS02100342. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection his views on the recent 
changes to the community employment schemes as a result of outcomes; for example, a mar-
ried man with a dependent spouse and three children qualifies for the equivalent of jobseeker’s 
allowance of €402.20 plus €20.00 totalling €422.20 per week gross, PRSI of €16.89 deducted, 
resulting in net income of €405.31 per week, an increase of only €3.11 per week for 19.5 hours 
worked; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15062/16]

08/06/2016WRS02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Participants in certain employ-
ment schemes, including community employment schemes (CE), receive a weekly payment 
which is equal to the social welfare payment appropriate to their family size, plus a top up of 
€22.50.  This income has been for many years treated in the same manner as earnings from 
employment for PRSI purposes, and accordingly is subject to Class A PRSI.  Therefore partici-
pants on CE schemes, similar to other private sector employees who pay Class A, can establish 
entitlement to the full range of short term benefits including jobseeker’s benefit, illness benefit, 
and maternity benefit and to long term benefits including State pension (contributory).

Budget 2016 introduced the tapered PRSI Credit to address a significant issue with the man-
ner in which charging PRSI impacts those on lower weekly earnings.

Previously Class A employees became liable to pay PRSI on all earnings, once weekly earn-
ings exceeded €352.01.  This created a “step effect” as net income reduced immediately by the 
full 4% PRSI charge applied to all earnings.  This meant that a €0.01 increase in weekly earn-
ings of €352 attracted a weekly PRSI charge of €14.08.

The introduction of the PRSI Credit addressed the “step effect” by reducing the actual 
amount of PRSI charged, for those earning between €352.01 and €424 in a week.  At weekly 
earnings of €352.01 the maximum PRSI Credit of €12 reduces the PRSI charge payable from 
€14.08 to €2.08.
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As gross earnings increase, the PRSI Credit is withdrawn on a tapered basis.  This ensures 
that the amount of PRSI actually charged will increase in a progressive manner as gross earn-
ings increase.  At gross weekly earnings of €424.00, the tapering of the Credit has exhausted 
and the PRSI charge at 4% applies.

It is estimated that the introduction of the PRSI Credit will benefit 88,369 employments, 
including those on CE schemes.  The benefit for individual employees depends on the level 
of their weekly earnings.  The following table details the extent of weekly gains, at different 
income bands:

Weekly Income band Range of Weekly Gains
352-&lt;355 €11.50 - €12.00
355-&lt;360 €10.67 - €11.50
360-&lt;365 €9.84 - €10.67
365-&lt;370 €9.00 - €9.84
370-&lt;375 €8.17 - €9.00
375-&lt;380 €7.34 - €8.17
380-&lt;385 €6.50 - €7.34
385-&lt;390 €5.67 - €6.50
390-&lt;395 €4.84 - €5.67
395-&lt;400 €4.00 - €4.84
400-&lt;405 €3.17 - €4.00
405-&lt;410 €2.34 - €3.17
410-&lt;415 €1.50 - €2.34
415-&lt;420 €0.67 - €1.50
420-&lt;424 0.00 - €0.67

The potential advantage to the CE participant outside of the financial impact as outlined 
above in taking up a CE place is access to funding for education and training and the oppor-
tunity to pursue a major award on the National Framework of Qualifications.  This combined 
with the work experience will greatly enhance the opportunity to gain employment and exit the 
Live Register.

North-South Ministerial Council

08/06/2016WRS02300343. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the agenda for 
the North-South Ministerial Council meeting on 10 June 2016; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14492/16]

08/06/2016WRS02400344. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his prepara-
tory work for the North-South Ministerial Council meeting on 10 June 2016; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14491/16]

08/06/2016WRS02500345. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the progress, 
especially in respect of the infrastructure goals that were agreed, since the last North-South 
Ministerial Council meeting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14493/16]

08/06/2016WRS02600346. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade to outline 
a schedule for proposals concerning the expansion of cross-Border co-operation on service 
provision and joint executive bodies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14512/16]
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08/06/2016WRS02700349. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade when the 
next meeting of the North-South Ministerial Council is planned; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [14462/16]

08/06/2016WRS02800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 343 to 346, inclusive, and 349 together.

While a date for the next meeting of the North South Ministerial Council (NSMC) in Ple-
nary format has not yet been agreed with the Northern Ireland Executive, I would hope that the 
meeting, to be held in Dublin, will take place shortly.  This will be the first Plenary meeting of 
the Council since the elections on both sides of the border.  I would expect that, in addition to 
providing an opportunity for the Government and the new Northern Ireland Executive to dis-
cuss North/South co-operation in the months ahead, the agenda will include the usual discus-
sions on economic and financial matters, co-operation on EU matters, review of existing NSMC 
work programmes and a range of other issues.

Considerable preparatory work is done in advance of NSMC meetings including prepara-
tion of meeting papers and following up on decisions of previous NSMC meetings.  Following 
the Plenary meeting which took place in Armagh on 11 December 2015, much work has been 
done in regard to the implementation of the commitments for targeted investment in cross-
border economic infrastructure which are set out in Section E of the November 2015 Fresh Start 
Agreement.

As agreed under the Fresh Start Agreement, a report on those commitments including the 
A5, reviews of the Narrow Water Bridge and Ulster Canal projects, the North West Gateway 
Initiative and on opportunities to source further investment for all-island infrastructure projects 
for mutual benefit has been prepared for consideration at the next NSMC Plenary meeting.  
Preparation of the report has involved Senior Officials from relevant Departments, North and 
South, meeting on a number of occasions since November 2015 to review and to maintain a 
strategic overview of economic and infrastructural investment, with particular regard to the 
projects and commitments set out in the Fresh Start Agreement.

This Agreement also contained a commitment to establish a North West Development Fund 
to support the North West Gateway Initiative work of Donegal County Council and Derry 
City and Strabane District Council.  Through the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, the 
Government has allocated €2.5 million towards the establishment of the Fund.  The Northern 
Ireland Executive is working on the modalities of its matching funding.

At the NSMC meetings that I have attended the focus of Ministers has been on identifying  
priorities for North South co-operation in their respective areas of responsibility, particularly 
as regards assisting economic recovery, job creation, the best use of public funds and the most 
effective delivery of services for citizens across the island.  The Government is committed in 
the Programme for a Partnership Government to continue to advance North South coopera-
tion, particularly through cross-border bodies and the North South Ministerial Council and to 
harness the potential of the Stormont House Agreement to develop new areas of cooperation in 
areas such as trade, health, and tourism.  I expect therefore that the forthcoming NSMC Plenary 
will provide a very useful opportunity for the Government to engage with the new Northern 
Ireland Executive on these matters.

08/06/2016WRT00200Ministerial Meetings

08/06/2016WRT00300347. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his contacts 
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with the Prime Minister of Turkey, Mr. Binali Yildirim, in recent months; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14513/16]

08/06/2016WRT00400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): While neither I nor 
other members of the Government have yet had an opportunity to meet with Binali Yildirim, 
who was appointed Prime Minister on 22 May, his predecessor, Ahmet Davutoðlu was present 
at the most recent European Council, which the Taoiseach also attended on 18 March.

Ireland regards Turkey as an important partner, both bilaterally and as a candidate country 
for membership of the EU.  I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Mr Yildirim on 
his appointment and to wish him well during his tenure, which comes at a time when Turkey 
faces many challenges, both internally and internationally, not least in relation to the migration 
crisis and the implementation of the EU-Turkey deal in that regard. 

Turkey is also working towards membership of the EU and we encourage them on that path, 
and in carrying out the reforms necessary to fulfil the conditions set out in the acquis.  It will 
be important that Turkey meet all benchmarks and criteria for membership.  We, along with our 
European partners, will continue our dialogue with Turkey to address shortcomings on rule of 
law, freedom of expression and human rights.

The challenges facing the Turkish Government were brought home to us again earlier this 
week with the bomb attack in Istanbul, and I would like to express my condolences to the Prime 
Minister and the people of Turkey on the loss of life suffered as a result of this senseless vio-
lence.

08/06/2016WRT00500Ukrainian Conflict

08/06/2016WRT00600348. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the lobby-
ing or representations he has received concerning the forthcoming European Council discus-
sions on renewing sanctions relating to the invasion and partition of Ukraine; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14516/16]

08/06/2016WRT00700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can confirm that 
I have received no direct representations concerning the forthcoming European Council discus-
sions on the renewal of EU restrictive measures against Russia.

The EU imposed targeted economic sanctions against Russia in July and September 2014, 
in response to Russian actions in undermining Ukraine’s territorial integrity, sovereignty and 
independence and in order to promote the peaceful resolution of the crisis in eastern Ukraine.  
In March 2015, the European Council took the decision to link the duration of the sanctions 
to the complete implementation of the Minsk Agreements.  Given the lack of progress in this 
regard, the sanctions were renewed twice, in June 2015 and again last December, when they 
were extended to 31 July 2016.

The European Union continues to support diplomatic efforts to secure full implementation 
of the Minsk Agreements.  The Minsk agreements offer the only basis for a stable and lasting 
political resolution to the conflict in Eastern Ukraine.  The key elements of the agreements 
remain far from implementation.  These include the maintenance of a full and comprehensive 
ceasefire, withdrawal of all heavy weapons, free and fair elections in separatist controlled re-
gions under Ukrainian law with monitoring by the OSCE, withdrawal of all foreign troops and 
equipment, and full Ukrainian control over its border with Russia.

  Question No. 349 answered with Question No. 343.
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08/06/2016WRT00900Cross-Border Co-operation

08/06/2016WRT01000350. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the State bod-
ies under his remit that have developed memoranda of understanding with his counterpart in 
Northern Ireland with regard to the efficient delivery of services on the island of Ireland; if he 
has carried out a cost-benefit analysis of the development of further memoranda of understand-
ing; the details of the cost-benefit analysis; and the new memoranda of understanding he will 
be creating between State bodies under their remits throughout the lifetime of this Government. 
[14283/16]

08/06/2016WRT01100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): There are no State 
bodies under the aegis of my Department.

08/06/2016WRT01200State Visits

08/06/2016WRT01300351. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the protocol 
involved in a visit of the Pope to Ireland, given that he is a Head of State, and if an invitation 
would be extended by the Government for such a visit, or by the Catholic Church. [14311/16]

08/06/2016WRT01400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The procedures 
leading to visits to Ireland by international dignitaries such as Heads of State and Government 
vary, depending on circumstances.  Such visits are generally preceded by contacts over time 
which serve to clarify the interest on the part of various parties, notably Heads of State and the 
respective governments, in such a visit taking place.  In the case of Papal visits abroad, the local 
Catholic Church is a key stakeholder.

When the Taoiseach met Pope Francis in April 2014, he availed of the opportunity to advise 
that were the Pope to accept an invitation from the Catholic bishops, such a visit would have the 
full support of the Government.  The Government would hope that were Pope Francis to visit 
Ireland, he would also take the opportunity to visit Northern Ireland.

08/06/2016WRT01500Overseas Development Aid

08/06/2016WRT01600352. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he is aware 
of the European Commission’s capacity building for security and development plans; if he is 
concerned that these plans will divert money that was previously earmarked for development 
and peace building to be spent on training and equipping military forces in fragile countries 
instead; his views on whether lobbyists for the defence industry may have had undue influence 
in this policy change.  [14329/16]

08/06/2016WRT01700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The interdepen-
dency between security and development is well recognised.  Economic investment and growth 
cannot flourish where conflict and instability persist.  Likewise, equitable economic opportu-
nity, good governance and human rights compliant application of the rule of law, where the 
military are subordinate to an elected civil democratic power, are the best guarantors of a secure 
environment.

Assisting partner countries to promote good governance, equitable economic development 
and peace and stability are at the heart of the EU’s Comprehensive Approach. 

The December 2013 European Council emphasised the importance of supporting partner 
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countries and regional organisations, through providing training, advice, equipment and re-
sources where appropriate, so that they can increasingly prevent or manage crises by them-
selves.

To maximise coherence between the Union’s and Member States’ actions in this area the 
European Commission and the European External Action Service (EEAS) published a Joint 
Communication on Capacity Building in Support of Security and Development (CBSD) in 
April 2015.  The policy approach for implementation of CBSD set out in the Communication 
was endorsed by the European Council in June 2015.  Efforts are now focussing on putting the 
concept into effect on the basis of an implementation plan prepared jointly by the European 
Commission and the EEAS.

Ireland has been engaged in discussions at EU level on CBSD for several years.  Work is 
currently focussed on the legal and financial aspects of the initiative and on lessons learned 
from the implementation of pilot projects in the area.  No decision has been made on how the 
initiative will be financed and the European Commission is still considering options in this area 
for both short and medium term funding.

To assist in the decision making process the EEAS undertook an online public consultation 
over the past two months.  It is hoped that further proposals regarding financing will be pre-
sented to Council later this month.  We will carefully consider proposals for financing CBSD 
when they are published.

08/06/2016WRT01800Ministerial Briefing

08/06/2016WRT01900353. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will pub-
licly release the full briefing materials that were provided to him by departmental officials on 
his first day of taking up his ministerial appointment. [14385/16]

08/06/2016WRT02000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department 
published a copy of the briefing prepared for me on my appointment as Minster for Foreign 
Affairs and Trade in July 2014 on the Department’s website.  Briefing material prepared by my 
Department in anticipation of possible changes in Ministerial roles on the formation of the pres-
ent government has also been published on the website.  In both cases, the material was edited 
as necessary to reflect exclusions identified under Freedom of Information legislation.

08/06/2016WRT02100Passport Services

08/06/2016WRT02200354. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the current 
timeframes for the processing of passports and the delays currently being encountered; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14390/16]

08/06/2016WRT02300357. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
current average waiting time for the processing of passports, that is, for the processing of re-
newal applications, first passport applications, applications for replacements of lost, stolen or 
damaged passports, northern passport express applications or other types of passport applica-
tions; if there is a delay longer than the recommended guidelines and, if so, the cause of the 
delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14781/16]

08/06/2016WRT02400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 354 and 357 together.
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It is important that prospective travellers who wish to apply for a passport apply in good 
time (I recommend six weeks as best practice) and use the correct channel to apply.

The websites of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and the Passport Office, along 
with An Post which administers Passport Express, provides advice to applicants on projected 
turnaround times.  For example: applicants for renewal through Passport Express are advised 
of a projected turnaround time of 15 working days, while first time applicants are advised to 
allow for at least 20 working days due to the additional anti-fraud measures which  may arise.  
Security issues can also arise where a passport has been reported lost, damaged or stolen.

The Passport Office endeavours to process passport applications as quickly as possible.  
This year, demand has been extremely high for a sustained period of months.  This corresponds 
to the Central Statistics Office (CSO) data which indicates that the total number of overseas 
trips made by Irish residents during the period January to March 2016 increased by 13.1% over 
the same period last year. The trend is positive in economic terms and it points to a vibrant 
travel industry but it has resulted in pressures on the Passport Service due to the exceptional 
increase in the number of applications received.

To respond to the seasonal spike in demand and the more general increase in applications a 
total of 233 Temporary Clerical Officers have been recruited so far this year.  This is an increase 
of 62 officers on last year.  Furthermore, processing work has been redistributed across passport 
offices and staff re-deployed from other areas of the Department as needed.  The Passport Ser-
vice will continue to closely monitor the situation to ensure the effective deployment of staff 
resources at all times.

As of 3 June correctly completed renewal applications submitted via Passport Express are 
being processed within 12/13 working days (applicants are advised to allow at least 15 working 
days) and first-time passport applications are taking 20/21 working days (applicants are advised 
to allow at least 20 working days).

Applications from outside the jurisdiction can take longer.  Northern Ireland Passport Ex-
press renewal applications are processed within 21/22 working days and first-time Northern 
Ireland Passport Express applications are taking 23 working days.

Applicants travelling in three weeks or less should make an appointment to attend the Pass-
port Office in Dublin or Cork in person.  Appointments can be made online using www.pass-
portappointments.ie.  People with urgent travel within three days can use the Rapid Renewal 
Service at the Dublin Passport Office.  Appointment slots for this service become available 
online from 12.30 pm the day before.

Updated turnaround times are notified on the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade web-
site at www.dfa.ie every Friday.

I recently circulated a comprehensive guidance note to Deputies and I would ask the Deputy 
to assist in informing members of the public about the need for citizens to check their passport 
validity before booking holidays or business travel and to apply at least six weeks in advance of 
travel to ensure that passports arrive in good time.  Applicants with no immediate travel plans or 
who are travelling in three weeks or more should submit their application through the An Post 
Passport Express Service.  The Passport Express channel is the cheapest and most convenient 
option for applicants and is available at post offices nationwide.

As previously advised, from 29 March this year first time adult applicants, as well as ap-
plicants who are replacing lost/stolen passports issued prior to 1 January 2005, are required to 
present their Public Services Card when submitting an application.  Public Services Cards are 
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issued on the basis of a face-to-face registration process at the offices of the Department of 
Social Protection.

Passport Services are a key priority for me and my Department and are kept under constant 
review.

08/06/2016WRT02450Departmental Data

08/06/2016WRT02600355. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he is satis-
fied with the level of data collected on the issues which come under his Department’s remit; the 
steps he will take to work with the Administration in Northern Ireland to collect data under his 
aegis on a North-South basis; and the budgets he will put in place to undertake this work (details 
supplied).  [14442/16]

08/06/2016WRT02700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department, 
which promotes and coordinates North South cooperation across various sectors, particularly 
through supporting the work of the North South Ministerial Council (NSMC), is very mindful 
of the importance of all relevant sources of data which can assist in advancing this objective.  
North/South co-operation between the Government and the Northern Ireland Executive is pri-
marily taken forward by means of the six North South Implementation Bodies and in six agreed 
and designated sectoral areas of cooperation.

My Department does not have a specific role or responsibility for the collection of data of an 
all-island nature.  There are however many sources of data concerning socio-economic activity 
and issues on the island, including the Central Statistics Office (CSO) and the Northern Ireland 
Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA), the North South Implementation Bodies and indeed 
the various Departments who have sectoral responsibilities in the relevant specific areas.  The 
adequacy or otherwise of the available sectoral data can best be assessed by the relevant Min-
isters North and South. 

At meetings of the NSMC the focus of Ministers has been on the priorities for additional 
North South co-operation which they have identified in their respective areas of responsibility, 
particularly as regards assisting economic recovery, job creation, the best use of public funds 
and the most effective delivery of services for citizens across the island.  As indicated in the 
recent Programme for a Partnership Government, I look forward to the further development of 
mutual North South benefit, particularly through the ongoing work of the NSMC.

08/06/2016WRT02800Ministerial Correspondence

08/06/2016WRT02900356. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he has 
received a report from the ambassador to Brazil regarding the alleged rape of a teenage girl by 
a group of 30 or more men that has sparked protests against sexual violence against women in 
Brazil; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14548/16]

08/06/2016WRT03000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am aware of the 
reports regarding the alleged rape of a teenage girl in Rio de Janeiro by a group of men.  This 
case is currently being investigated by the Brazilian authorities and, notwithstanding the ap-
palling nature of the reported incident, it would not be appropriate for me to comment on the 
specific circumstances of an ongoing investigation.

As is the case in many other countries, violence against women remains a serious prob-
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lem in Brazil.  In recent years, the Brazilian authorities have enacted a variety of legislative 
measures and social policies to tackle this problem and provide a structured response to assist 
female victims of violence. 

The “Maria da Penha” law, which was enacted in Brazil in 2006, is the principal legal in-
strument in relation to violence against women.  It establishes dedicated judicial and police 
supports to deal with violence against women, urgent protective legal measures for victims of 
domestic violence, and a reinforcement of the social services in this area.  The law also provides 
for educational measures such as the inclusion of gender equality in the school curriculum.

In addition to the legal framework, in 2013 the Brazilian government introduced the ‘Mul-
her, Viver sem Violência’ (Women, to Live without Violence) programme to streamline and 
target the public services available to female victims of violence.  The programme also aimed 
to reduce the trauma experienced by victims of engaging with the legal system.  Measures in-
cluded the establishment of dedicated women’s centres offering access to a range of integrated 
legal, police and psychosocial services, as well as childcare and assistance in establishing finan-
cial independence.  To date, ten such centres have been established throughout Brazil.

In addition to government campaigns to raise awareness of the problem of gender-based vi-
olence, a “180” Freephone service has been made available throughout Brazil, which facilitates 
women to report crimes and provides information as to victims’ rights and legal procedures.

Our Embassy in Brasilia will continue to monitor developments in relation to this specific 
case and on the wider issue of gender-based violence in Brazil.

  Question No. 357 answered with Question No. 354.

08/06/2016WRT03200Ministerial Correspondence

08/06/2016WRT03300358. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number 
of representations he has received from Members of the Oireachtas and the number of these to 
which he had not issued a substantive reply by 31 May 2016, by month of initial receipt from 1 
January 2015 to 30 April 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15038/16]

08/06/2016WRT03400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In the time allowed 
to respond to this question, it was not possible to provide the information the Deputy requested. 

However, all correspondence received in my Office addressed to me is recorded and tracked 
to ensure it is dealt with correctly and promptly.  Not every piece of correspondence received 
requires a substantive reply.  For correspondence that does, every effort is made to ensure that 
my Department fulfils its commitment as set out in the Department’s Customer Charter that 
replies will issue within 20 working days.  Where the 20 working day response time cannot be 
achieved, an interim reply is issued and the substantive reply will typically follow as soon as 
possible thereafter.

08/06/2016WRT03500Office of Public Works Properties

08/06/2016WRT03600359. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if Gov-
ernment buildings (details supplied) are owned or rented; if they are owned, by whom; and if 
they are rented, when the lease will expire.  [14253/16]

08/06/2016WRT03700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 



Questions - Written Answers

162

Canney): I can confirm that the Longford Government Offices at Ballinalee Road, Longford, 
are in the ownership of the Commissioners of Public Works.

08/06/2016WRT03800Flood Prevention Measures

08/06/2016WRT03900360. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if as 
part of efforts to get flood insurance for previously flooded locations, flood prevention works 
by local authorities will be included as well as those carried out by the Office of Public Works; 
the updated progress on such efforts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14549/16]

08/06/2016WRT04000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The Memorandum of Understanding between Insurance Ireland and the Office of 
Public Works (OPW), which was signed in 2014, recognises that both parties have a common 
interest and objective in ensuring that appropriate and relevant information on completed OPW 
flood defence schemes is provided to insurers to facilitate, to the greatest extent possible, the 
availability to the public of insurance against the risk of flooding.

The provision of insurance cover and the price at which it is offered is a commercial matter 
for insurance companies and is based on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept 
and adequate provisioning to meet those risks.  Where flood defences are constructed to provide 
protection to areas which have previously been subject to flooding, the insurance industry has 
made clear its position that the defences should be designed and constructed to protect against 
a flood event with an Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP) of 1% (commonly referred to as 
a 100-year flood event).  OPW flood defence schemes are generally designed and constructed 
to protect against a 1% AEP flood event for fluvial flood events and 0.5% AEP flood event for 
tidal floods.  OPW provides detailed background and technical information on its completed 
flood defence schemes to Insurance Ireland (II), and II members have committed to take all 
this information into account when assessing exposure to flood risk within these areas.  To 
date, OPW has provided data on 16 completed flood relief schemes to II.  II has stated, based 
on the results of a survey of its members, that flood cover is provided in approximately 98% of 
household policies nationally.  In areas protected by fixed flood defences provided by OPW (12 
of the 16 schemes), 89% of policies include flood cover.  In the four schemes where demount-
able defences are used, 78% of policies include flood cover.  In total, 83% of policies in areas 
benefitting from OPW flood defences include cover against flood risk.

Local authorities may carry out flood mitigation works using their own resources.  The 
OPW operates a Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme whose purpose 
is to provide funding to Local Authorities to undertake minor flood mitigation works or studies 
to address localised flooding and coastal protection problems within their administrative areas.  
This scheme generally applies to relatively straightforward cases where a solution can be read-
ily identified and achieved in a short time frame.

Flood mitigation works carried out by local authorities are not generally designed to protect 
against a 1% AEP flood event, the desired standard set out in the Memorandum of Understand-
ing.  OPW generally would not have detailed technical and design information on projects car-
ried out by the local authorities.  For these reasons, there are no plans to include local authority 
flood mitigation works in the scope of the Memorandum of Understanding.

The subject of insurance against the risk of flooding is one of the matters which will be 
addressed in the forthcoming report to Government from the Inter-Departmental Flood Policy 
Co-Ordination Group.
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08/06/2016WRT04100Data Collection

08/06/2016WRT04200361. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
State bodies under his remit that have developed memoranda of understanding with his coun-
terpart in Northern Ireland with regard to the efficient delivery of services on the island of Ire-
land; if he has carried out a cost-benefit analysis of the development of further memoranda of 
understanding; the details of the cost-benefit analysis; and the new memoranda of understand-
ing he will be creating between State bodies under their remits throughout the lifetime of this 
Government. [14287/16]

08/06/2016WRT04300365. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he is 
satisfied with the level of data collected on the issues that come under his Department’s remit; 
the steps he will take to work with the Administration in Northern Ireland to collect data under 
his aegis on a North-South basis; and the budgets he will put in place to undertake this work 
(details supplied).  [14446/16]

08/06/2016WRT04400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 361 and 365 together.

My Department has joint responsibility with the Department of Finance in Northern Ireland 
for the Special EU Programmes Body which manages the EU funded PEACE and INTERREG 
cross-border programmes.  The two programmes will see investment of €551 million in North-
ern Ireland and the border region of Ireland over the period 2014-2020.

As the Deputy will be aware, the SEUPB is governed by the legislation giving effect to the 
Good Friday Agreement and operates under the North South Ministerial Council.  It is also 
subject to EU regulations on Structural Funds programmes which included detailed reporting 
requirements.

Following his appointment, I wrote to the new Minister for Finance in Northern Ireland, and 
I look forward to meeting him at an early date to discuss work in this area.

08/06/2016WRT04500Public Sector Pensions

08/06/2016WRT04600362. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform to 
clarify the rules in the Civil Service and public service pension schemes for same-sex married 
couples; his plans to ensure that same-sex married couples enjoy full pension rights within the 
public service and Civil Service pension schemes; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14326/16]

08/06/2016WRT04700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Same-sex 
married couples are afforded the same benefits, under the Civil Service Schemes and the Single 
Public Service Scheme, as married couples of the opposite sex.

The Civil Partnership and Certain Rights and Obligations of Cohabitants Act 2010 extended 
the benefits provided to spouses under pension schemes to civil partners and the Marriage Act 
2015 gives effect to the referendum on marriage equality.

08/06/2016WRT04800Land Transfers

08/06/2016WRT04900363. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the sta-
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tus of a transfer of land (details supplied) to South Dublin County Council and the timeframe 
for the completion of this transfer.  [14372/16]

08/06/2016WRT05000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): I am advised by the Commissioners of Office of Public Works that the legal repre-
sentatives of both the Commissioners and South Dublin County Council have substantially 
completed their examination of the legal issues relating to the waiving of the Minister of Public 
Expenditure and Reform’s interest in the land at Knockmitten Park, in Clondalkin, Dublin 22, 
to South Dublin County Council.  The lands in question belonged to a company that has now 
been dissolved and therefore the provisions of the State Property Act 1954 apply.  This matter is 
being progressed as a matter of urgency and it is expected that it will be finalised shortly.

08/06/2016WRT05100Company Law

08/06/2016WRT05200364. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
procedure by which directors of a company that is no longer on the register can begin to take in 
charge the assets of the former company. [14395/16]

08/06/2016WRT05300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Depending 
on the circumstances of the case, the directors of a company that is no longer on the register 
may be in a position to apply under companies legislation to have the company restored.  This 
will enable them to deal with the assets on behalf of the company.

In exceptional circumstances, where restoration is not permissible under companies legisla-
tion and evidence is provided that the assets of the former company have vested in the State 
under Section 28 of the State Property Act 1954, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Re-
form would be in a position to exercise his discretion under Section 31 of the Act and grant a 
waiver of assets.

  Question No. 365 answered with Question No. 361.

08/06/2016WRU00200Public Sector Pay

08/06/2016WRU00300366. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
full cost of reverting to a single-tier pay structure across the public sector. [14620/16]

08/06/2016WRU00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): For the ma-
jority of public servants the issue of the difference in incremental salary scales between those 
public servants, who entered public service employment since 2011 and those who entered 
before that date was addressed with the relevant union interests under the provisions of the 
Haddington Road Agreement (HRA).  There are, however,  a number of areas across the public 
service where due to the decision by the then Government in 2012 to cease payment of certain 
outdated allowances to employees recruited after that time, differences remain.  The estimated 
full year cost of resuming payment of those allowances is estimated at at least €38.5m, includ-
ing €5m in Rent allowance (Garda, Firefighters, Prison Officers), €13.5m in Living Out Allow-
ance (in respect of Non Consultant Hospital Doctors) and €20m in Qualification Allowances 
(Teachers).

I understand that agreement in principle has been reached within the terms of the Pub-
lic Service Stability Agreement 2013-2018 with staff representatives of fire fighters in Local 
Authorities on the delivery of a comprehensive range of productivity measures related to re-
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forms related to the strategically important Keeping Communities Safe Programme that will 
include addressing the issue of a single pay structure for firefighters.

Any further development on remuneration matters, including issues relating to more re-
cently recruited public servants, will fall to be examined within the provisions of the Public 
Service Stability Agreement 2013-2018 (Lansdowne Road Agreement).  Any proposals arising 
out of this process must be consistent  with the terms of the Financial Emergency Measures in 
the Public Interest Acts 2009-2015 (FEMPI), as well as costs being underpinned through the 
delivery of enhanced work place practices and productivity.

08/06/2016WRU00500Public Sector Staff Remuneration

08/06/2016WRU00600367. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
cost of eliminating the lowest grade on the pay grade scale across the public sector and merg-
ing those on the lowest grade on the pay grade scale with the second grade on the pay grade 
scale; the cost of eliminating the first and second lowest grades on the pay grade scale across 
the public sector and merging those on the first and second lowest grades on the pay grade scale 
with the third lowest grade on the pay grade scale; and the cost of eliminating the first, second 
and third lowest grades on the pay grade scale across the public sector and merging those on the 
first, second and third lowest grades on the pay grade scale with the fourth lowest grade on the 
pay grade scale in tabular form. [14621/16]

08/06/2016WRU00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Detailed 
costings of eliminating scale points for the public service would require collation and estima-
tion on an individual sector level, based on detailed data on the position of staff on each salary 
scale across the public service for each individual grade.  This detailed data is only available to 
individual public service employers and is not available to my Department.

08/06/2016WRU00800Irish Language

08/06/2016WRU00900368. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the fre-
quency of tours of the Office of Public Works’ properties in County Meath which are available 
through the Irish language. [14626/16]

08/06/2016WRU01000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The usual language of delivery of guided tours at the Co Meath sites is English.  
Tours can also be made available for Groups in different languages, including Irish, on request 
by pre-arrangement with the site.  The Office of Public Works (OPW) maintains an Irish lan-
guage capacity within the guide workforce to respond to such requests and any requirements 
can generally be facilitated without difficulty.

08/06/2016WRU01100Ombudsman’s Remit

08/06/2016WRU01200369. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the reason 
a person (details supplied) has been appointed to a role representing complaint handler and as-
sociate members at the Ombudsman Association given the judgment in a case (details supplied) 
and given the five separate cases of misconduct by her before the High Court. [14639/16]

08/06/2016WRU01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Ombuds-
man Association is a professional association for ombudsmen and complaint handlers across 
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Ireland and the UK, their staff and others interested in the work of independent complaint 
resolution.  It is neither a complaint-handling nor an advice body, and cannot give the public 
any advice other than to signpost to an appropriate ombudsman or complaint handling scheme, 
where applicable.

The Association can give general information about ombudsmen, but not specific informa-
tion about member schemes.  Although ombudsman members have to fulfil certain criteria for 
membership, the Association is one which ombudsman schemes join entirely voluntarily, and 
its purpose is to promote the general concept of ombudsmen, as well as to organise networking 
opportunities for ombudsmen and staff through conferences, seminars and meetings.  The As-
sociation therefore has no role in the internal workings of member schemes nor any influence 
or jurisdiction over them.  Furthermore, representatives on the Ombudsman Association Execu-
tive Committee are elected democratically by the relevant members of the Association.  I have 
been advised that in this instance, the person in question was elected at the AGM of the Associa-
tion by Complaint Handler and Associate Members from both Ireland and the UK.  Given that 
this is an independent Association, my Department cannot comment on appointments made.

08/06/2016WRU01400Garda Expenditure

08/06/2016WRU01500370. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
total rent paid by An Garda Síochána on its barracks in Harcourt Street, Dublin 2, since the lease 
began. [14734/16]

08/06/2016WRU01600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The leases on the Harcourt Square complex date from the early 1980s and would 
have been subject to review at various stages.  The information sought is being compiled at the 
moment as soon as it is available a reply will issue directly to the Deputy.

08/06/2016WRU01700State Properties Data

08/06/2016WRU01800371. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the properties in Dublin city currently owned or leased by the State, in tabular form, and their 
current usage, if any; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14778/16]

08/06/2016WRU01900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): I am advised by the Commissioners of Public Works that the information sought by 
the Deputy is currently being collated.  A detailed response will issue directly to the Deputy as 
soon as it is available.

08/06/2016WRU02000Waterways Issues

08/06/2016WRU02100372. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform to 
instruct the relevant authority in the Office of Public Works or Waterways Ireland to address a 
serious hazard (details supplied) along the Yellow Ford River in Drewstown, County Meath; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14964/16]

08/06/2016WRU02200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): The river concerned is part of River Boyne Catchment Drainage Scheme which was 
carried out by the Office of Public Works (OPW) under the Arterial Drainage Act, 1945.  The 
OPW continues to have a statutory responsibility for the maintenance of this scheme.
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It appears that the hazard in this instance is the absence of any physical barrier on the public 
road near the bank of the river.  The maintenance responsibilities of the OPW are limited to the 
drainage works carried out under the 1945 Act and do not extend to include road barriers.  This 
would be a matter for the relevant local authority, in this case Meath County Council.

08/06/2016WRU02300Ministerial Correspondence

08/06/2016WRU02400373. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of representations he has received from Members of the Oireachtas and the number of 
these to which he had not issued a substantive reply by 31 May 2016, by month of initial receipt 
from 1 January 2015 to 30 April 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15042/16]

08/06/2016WRU02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The system 
that records representations received by my Department does not differentiate between the type 
of requester. In order to identify Oireachtas Members my staff would have to spend a dispro-
portionate amount of time analysing each individual representation to arrive at the figures you 
are seeking which I do not consider appropriate.

By way of some assistance, the following table details representations received between 1 
January 2015 and 30 April 2016.

Ministerial representations received by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform

Year 
2015

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Totals

113 121 134 127 127 148 187 112 185 175 143 160 1732
Year 
2016

Jan Feb Mar Apr

150 127 77 65 419

08/06/2016WRU02600Waste Management

08/06/2016WRU02700374. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform to 
consider installing litter bins in an area (details supplied). [15059/16]

08/06/2016WRU02800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Seán 
Canney): An effective litter management system is in place in Doneraile Park and consistently 
high standards are maintained.  The provision of bins and other measures to deal with litter will 
be kept under regular review.

08/06/2016WRU02900Invasive Plant Species

08/06/2016WRU03000375. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his 
plans to deal with an issue (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[14537/16]

08/06/2016WRU03100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I am 
aware that there is a growing public awareness and concern about the impact of invasive spe-
cies here, including Japanese Knotweed.  In this regard, I wish to advise that my Department is 
responsible for the enforcement of the Wildlife Acts and the European Communities (Birds and 
Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 477/2011), both of which prohibit the spreading 
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of invasive species.

In general, control of invasive species such as Japanese Knotweed is a matter for landown-
ers.  However, my Department carries out considerable work on control of such species in Na-
tional Parks and Nature Reserves - for example, work undertaken over many years to deal with 
the rhododendron threat in various National Parks.  My Department does not have the resources 
required to extend such work into urban areas, or indeed the wider countryside, and is not cur-
rently in a position to provide dedicated funds for such work to other bodies.

08/06/2016WRU03200Special Areas of Conservation

08/06/2016WRU03300376. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the status of the process relating to the National Parks and Wildlife Service’s ongoing examina-
tion of compensatory measures with regard to alternative special areas of conservation, particu-
larly in relation to the Galway Harbour extension; the criteria, guidelines and directions that are 
in place in relation to this process; and the proposed locations of potential alternative designated 
special areas of conservation. [15074/16]

08/06/2016WRU03400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In accor-
dance with the Planning and Development legislation, where, notwithstanding a determination 
that a proposed development will adversely affect the integrity of a European site (Special Ar-
eas of Conservation and Special Protection Areas), and in the absence of alternative solutions, 
where a competent authority (in this instance An Bord Pleanála) considers that consent should 
nevertheless be given for the proposed development for imperative reasons of overriding pub-
lic interest (IROPI), that authority may make such a case to the Minister for the Environment, 
Community and Local Government.  One of the key requirements of the case to be made under 
IROPI is to propose the compensatory measures that are necessary to ensure that the overall 
coherence of the Natura 2000 network is protected.

As part of this process, the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Govern-
ment is required to request my views, as Minister, as to whether the proposed compensatory 
measures are sufficient to ensure that the overall coherence of the Natura 2000 network is pro-
tected.

In relation to the proposed Galway Harbour extension case, it is my understanding that An 
Bord Pleanála has not yet submitted a case to the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government.  The Board recently consulted with my Department in accordance with 
section 37F of the Planning and Development Act with regard to preliminary compensatory 
proposals under the IROPI process in relation to the proposed harbour extension project.  My 
officials returned observations to the Board on 27 May.  It is now a matter for the Board to con-
tinue the application process in accordance with its role under the planning law.

In providing observations to An Bord Pleanála in relation to the preliminary compensatory 
proposals, my Department had regard to the European Commission’s “Guidance document on 
Article 6(4) of the ‘Habitats Directive’ 92/43/EEC”, as well as the “Appropriate Assessment of 
Plans and Projects in Ireland -  Guidance for Planning Authorities ”, Department of Environ-
ment, Heritage and Local Government (2009).  It is expected that An Bord Pleanála and the 
applicant would also have regard to these guidance documents as part of the process.

As this matter is a live planning application, it would not be appropriate for me to comment 
further at this time.
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08/06/2016WRU03500Scéimeanna Rannach

08/06/2016WRU03600377. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
an bhfuil sé i gceist aici Scéim na mBóithre Portaigh a athoscailt; má tá, cén uair a bheidh an 
scéim ag feidhmiú; cé mhéid airgid a bheidh á chur ar fáil aici faoin Scéim; agus an ndéanfaidh 
sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [14247/16]

08/06/2016WRU03700Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Seán 
Kyne): Beidh cur i bhfeidhm córasach na Straitéise 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge sa Ghaeltacht ag 
croílár an Chlár don Rialtas Comhpháirtíochta.  Mar chuid den phróiseas pleanála teanga sa 
Ghaeltacht déanfar pleananna teanga a ullmhú ag leibhéal an phobail.  Agus pleananna teanga á 
n-ullmhú acu, déanfaidh na pobail riachtanais áitiúla a shainaithint agus tabharfaidh mo Roinn, 
i gcomhar le hÚdarás na Gaeltachta, tacaíocht do na hiarrachtaí sin ar gach uile shlí is féidir.  Is 
sa chomhthéacs sin a dhéanfar scrúdú ar aon scéim Ghaeltachta atá le tabhairt isteach arís, lena 
n-áirítear Scéim na mBóithre Portaigh.

08/06/2016WRU03800Cross-Border Co-operation

08/06/2016WRU03900378. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
State bodies under her remit that have developed memoranda of understanding with her coun-
terpart in Northern Ireland with regard to the efficient delivery of services on the island of Ire-
land; if she has carried out a cost-benefit analysis of the development of further memoranda of 
understanding; the details of the cost-benefit analysis; and the new memoranda of understand-
ing she will be creating between State bodies under their remits throughout the lifetime of this 
Government. [14276/16]

08/06/2016WRU04000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): No cost 
benefit analysis has been undertaken regarding the development of Memoranda of Understand-
ing between State Bodies under the remit of my Department and their counterparts in Northern 
Ireland in relation to delivering the services for which they are responsible on an all-Island 
basis.

However, my Department is co-sponsor of two of the North-South Implementation Bodies 
established under the Good Friday Agreement - Waterways Ireland and An Foras Teanga (which 
is comprised of two agencies - Foras na Gaeilge and the Ulster-Scots Agency/Tha Boord o 
Ulstèr-Scotch).  The work of these Bodies is underpinned by Service Level Agreements (SLAs) 
that are agreed each year between the Bodies and the sponsor Departments in both jurisdictions.

The objective of these agreements is to ensure that resources are used in an efficient and 
cost effective manner to deliver quality services to the public.  The SLAs agreed for 2016 set 
out the annual business targets for the bodies and agencies and define the output and outcome 
indicators by which performance will be measured.

08/06/2016WRU04100Departmental Data

08/06/2016WRU04200379. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she 
is satisfied with the level of data that is collected on the issues which come under her Depart-
ment’s remit; the steps she will take to work with the Administration in Northern Ireland to 
collect data under her aegis on a North-South basis; and the budgets she will put in place to 
undertake this work (details supplied).  [14435/16]
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08/06/2016WRU04300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The on-
going collection and updating of relevant data in relation to operational and policy matters is an 
integral part of the work of my Department and the work of the bodies under its aegis.  As part 
of this ongoing process, a significant degree of cooperation also takes place with our counter-
part Departments and agencies in Northern Ireland.

With specific reference to the two North-South Implementation Bodies under the remit of 
my Department, Waterways Ireland and An Foras Teanga, I can confirm that there is ongo-
ing liaison with the corresponding Departments in Northern Ireland in relation to the sharing 
of information and data to bolster policy development in areas of common interest and in the 
furtherance of North South cooperation.  In that regard, the ESRI research report ‘Attitudes 
towards the Irish Language on the Island of Ireland’, which was commissioned by Foras na 
Gaeilge and published last year, illustrates the benefits of conducting research and collecting 
data in an all-island context.

I am pleased to confirm that my Department also enjoys a considerable level with the cor-
responding Departments and agencies in Northern Ireland on a range of other matters of mutual 
interest and concern.  These include a range of biodiversity matters, which are addressed not 
only in an all island context but in a wider European context.  Other examples of cooperation in-
clude the National Landscape Strategy, which was developed in accordance with the European 
Landscape Convention, a key element of which is the emphasis on the transboundary nature of 
landscape.  In carrying out the associated landscape character assessment as part of the strategy, 
consideration will be given to seeking a reciprocal arrangement with the relevant authorities in 
Northern Ireland to further develop the transboundary component of the assessment.

I am also pleased to advise that the ‘The Royal Sites of Ireland’ , made up of Cashel, Dún 
Ailinne, the Rathcroghan Complex, the Tara Complex, Eamhain Mhacha in Armagh and the 
Hill of Uisneach, is included in Ireland’s current Tentative List for nomination as a UNESCO 
World Heritage status.  My Department is working in co-operation with the Northern Ireland 
authorities to advance the proposal to formal nomination stage.

08/06/2016WRV00200Cultural Policy

08/06/2016WRV00300380. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
views on correspondence (details supplied) from a person who is seeking an all-party approach 
to national cultural policy; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14622/16]

08/06/2016WRV00400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Pro-
gramme for a Partnership Government contains a very important commitment to work to pro-
gressively increase funding to the arts, including the Arts Council and the Irish Film Board, as 
the economy continues to improve.

I can assure the Deputy that I will be engaging with my colleagues in Government and with 
the Oireachtas to seek to advance this commitment in the context of the forthcoming estimates 
and budgetary processes.

The figures quoted from the Council of Europe are from a project called Compendium-Cul-
tural Policies and Trends in Europe.  I understand that many European counties are not included 
in the figures, including ten EU member states.  The data for the Compendium project are pro-
vided by independent researchers and it is not a standardised system for collection of statistics.

I further understand that the Compendium itself warns that data provided by the research-
ers are not comparable across countries because each researcher includes different elements in 



8 June 2016

171

the definition of culture and these elements are reflected in the figures for public expenditure.  
Figures can also include some, or all, of national, regional or local expenditure.

The issue of a definition of culture and of capturing public expenditure on culture is one 
which was discussed in the public consultation process that was held for the purpose of de-
veloping Ireland’s first National Cultural Policy, Culture 2025. This will be reflected in the 
draft policy document which I intend to submit to Government for consideration in the coming 
weeks.  As I have stated previously, this first such policy will be a living document and will 
form the basis of an on-going dialogue with all who are interested in cultural policy.  I look 
forward to consideration of Culture 2025  by the Oireachtas following its publication and would 
very much welcome the adoption of an all-party approach in this matter.

Expenditure on the arts in Ireland comes from multiple sources, both public and private.  
I understand that the CSO does not produce national statistics that capture the totality of this 
expenditure as a percentage of GDP.  However, I do consider that further research on this issue 
is warranted in the context of Culture 2025.

08/06/2016WRV00500Waterways Ireland

08/06/2016WRV00600381. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of staff which have been redeployed by Waterways Ireland since 2012 on the River 
Shannon from north Roscommon to Athlone and the numbers of staff currently employed in 
each of the areas along this stretch. [14950/16]

08/06/2016WRV00700382. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans to downgrade or close the Portumna and Tullamore bases; and the reason an on call al-
lowance for employees has ceased particularly in light of the fact that a new post of head of 
administration, regional stores and offices, comes with a salary of between €61,000-€72,545. 
[14951/16]

08/06/2016WRV00800383. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht to 
provide a breakdown of funding which she has allocated to Waterways Ireland from Northern 
Ireland and here since 2012. [14952/16]

08/06/2016WRV00900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 381 to 383, inclusive, together.

I am advised by Waterways Ireland that it has redeployed no staff on the Shannon Naviga-
tion since 2012.  Currently, 37 members of staff are employed on the North Shannon at the 
following locations: Roosky (6), Athlone (6), Albert Lock (3), Kilclare (1), Clarendon/Drum-
shanbo (1), Tarmonbarry/Cleendra (1), Knockvicar (12) and Carrick-on-Shannon (7).  Water-
ways Ireland does not have an on call allowance.

I am advised also that Waterways Ireland has no plans to downgrade or close the Portumna 
or Tullamore bases.  The organisation is in the process of completing a competition to appoint, 
from within its existing staff, a manager, on a fixed term contract of 24 months, to review the 
services provided by Tullamore and Portumna offices and to examine how these services can 
best be developed to meet evolving requirements and the changing circumstances in which 
Waterways Ireland works.

Details of the funding allocated to Waterways Ireland by the two jurisdictions, North and 
South, are contained in the Annual Report and Accounts for Waterways Ireland, which are 
laid simultaneously before the Houses of the Oireachtas and the Northern Assembly each year 
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and published on the Waterways Ireland website www.waterwasireland.org.  The allocations, 
including both current and capital allocations, for the years 2012 to 2015 are shown in the fol-
lowing table:

2012 2013 2014 2015
Funding Ireland 

(€’000)
Northern 
Ireland 
(€’000)

Ireland 
(€’000)

Northern 
Ireland 
(€’000)

Ireland 
(€’000)

Northern 
Ireland 
(€’000)

Ireland 
(€’000)

Northern 
Ireland 
(€’000)

Total 27,093 4,047 25,482 4,013 24,209 3,735 24,314 4,470

The 2016 funding allocations to Waterways Ireland from my Department and the Depart-
ment for Infrastructure in Northern Ireland are €22.799m and €3.614m, respectively.

08/06/2016WRV01000Arts Council Funding

08/06/2016WRV01100384. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht to 
ensure that the funding previously allocated to the O’Carolan Harp Festival will be restored in 
2016 to ensure that this festival can continue. [14954/16]

08/06/2016WRV01200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I under-
stand that this festival has been funded by the Arts Council in the past.  In this regard, the Arts 
Council operates under the provisions of the Arts Act 2003, which provides, inter alia, that the 
Council is independent in the performance of its functions in funding the Arts.

It may be noted that the Arts Council operates an appeals procedure which the applicants 
may wish to consider.

08/06/2016WRV01300Arts Council

08/06/2016WRV01400385. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
name of the body which audits the Arts Council and if she will make these audits available for 
the past five years.  [14981/16]

08/06/2016WRV01500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Arts 
Council is audited by the Comptroller and Auditor General.  The Report of the Comptroller and 
Auditor General is submitted to the Houses of the Oireachtas and is available in the Oireachtas 
Library.  The report is also published in the Annual Report of the Arts Council and is available 
on the website of the Arts Council.

08/06/2016WRV01600Special Areas of Conservation

08/06/2016WRV01700386. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if it 
is her policy to inform landholders if their land is to be designated a special protection area, 
special area of conservation or natural heritage area; the other methods by which the public 
are made aware of such proposed designations; the number of appeals received by the appeals 
advisory board, since the inception of these designations, against designation; the number of 
these that went to a full oral hearing; the number of cases where the advice of the board was 
varied by her and the years in which this happened; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [15025/16]
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08/06/2016WRV01800387. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of times that the European Union commission have approached her Department seek-
ing further designations of special protection areas and special areas of conservation; her re-
sponse to these requests; the reason for each response; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [15026/16]

08/06/2016WRV01900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 386 and 387.

Ireland remains committed to the implementation of the EU Nature Directives. To this end, 
Ireland has identified 430 sites for protection as special areas of conservation under the Habitats 
Directive and 154 sites for protection as special protection areas under the Birds Directive.

The matter of further designations being required has arisen for a number of reasons. A 
review of each Member State’s contribution to the special area of conservation network was 
carried out in stages by the European Commission from 2000, which involved experts contract-
ed by the Commission, independent scientific experts and representatives of Member States. 
Where such reviews indicated particular habitats and species for which the Member State was 
considered insufficient in terms of designation, further survey work and designations were re-
quired. There have also been judgements made by the Court of Justice of the European Union 
requiring further designations or extensions to existing designations in Ireland. For example, 
Ireland’s 148 raised and blanket bog natural heritage areas were designated as part of proceed-
ings in relation to the implementation of the Environment Impact Assessment Directive in Ire-
land.

Legal protections, consistent with those set out in the relevant EU and national legislation, 
such as the requirement to obtain consent for certain activities, have applied to these sites since 
initially proposed for designation. Ireland’s planning and environmental legislation have oper-
ated under these designations since the time the sites were first advertised for designation.

In advance of the designation of a site, my Department writes to all identified land owners 
with a legal interest in the site, outlining the intention to designate the site, the appeals process 
and how to get further information. Public notices in relation to the proposed designation are 
placed in the media. Government Departments, public authorities, State and semi-State agen-
cies, and bodies representing environmental, farming and business interests are also notified 
directly.

Since it began, the Designated Areas Appeals Advisory Board has received 990 appeals 
against the proposed designation of sites. Some 271 have progressed to a full oral hearing, with 
a recommendation made to the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. In the remaining 
cases, 254 appeals remain to be heard and the remainder were either withdrawn or resolved with 
my Department without the Board’s involvement. In 27 cases, the Minister either accepted the 
Board’s recommendation in part or rejected the recommendation. In all other cases, the recom-
mendation was accepted in full.

The 27 cases occurred in the following years: 

Year No of cases
2003 2
2006 3
2007 4
2008 14
2009 4
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08/06/2016WRV02000EU Directives

08/06/2016WRV02100388. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of times that the European Union commission has threatened proceedings against the 
Government for non-compliance with the habitats directive; the number of cases that have been 
brought to court; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15027/16]

08/06/2016WRV02200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The in-
formation requested is being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as possible.

08/06/2016WRV02300National Raised Bog Management Plan

08/06/2016WRV02400389. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
reason that the pilot project relating to the management of blanket bogs has been transferred 
from Connemara, County Galway to County Wicklow; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [15029/16]

08/06/2016WRV02500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The na-
tional peatlands strategy makes it clear that greater clarity must be brought to the process of 
how turf cutting on blanket bog special areas of conservation is to be managed in compliance 
with the requirements of the EU Habitats Directive and the Environmental Impact Assessment 
Directive. The aim is to have in place a workable system for the management of turf cutting on 
these sites. The most appropriate type of system will emerge through a scientific study, which 
will also involve a process of stakeholder consultation.

In 2015, a pilot survey commenced of representative areas in blanket bog special areas of 
conservation in order to test methodologies and techniques of mapping and assessment of the 
impacts of turf cutting on blanket bog and associated habitats and species. Several study sites 
were chosen for the pilot survey in order to encompass a wide geographic range including 
uplands, lowlands, eastern and western examples. The study sites were small areas located in 
the following special areas of conservation: Owenduff/Nephin Bog Complex, Connemara Bog 
Complex, Wicklow Mountains, Glenveagh National Park and Cloghernagore Bog.

The study sites in these special areas of conservation have been surveyed as intended.

08/06/2016WRV02600Ministerial Correspondence

08/06/2016WRV02700390. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of representations she has received from Members of the Oireachtas and the number 
of these to which she had not issued a substantive reply by 31 May 2016, by month of initial 
receipt, from 1 January 2015 to 30 April 2016; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[15031/16]

08/06/2016WRV02800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My of-
fice endeavours to answer all representations, from both public representatives and members of 
the public, within our specified customer service timeframes and follows up on all unanswered 
representations routinely.

In the period specified by the Deputy, I received 513 representations from members of the 
Houses of the Oireachtas. Replies had issued in respect of 394 of these by 31 May 2016.  The 
following table sets out the position in this regard by month of initial receipt:
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Month in which representation was received On Hands
January 2015 3
February 2015 8
March 2015 4
April 2015 14
May 2015 10
June 2015 11
July 2015 12
August 2015 1
September 2015 4
October 2015 2
November 2015 9
December 2015 7
January 2016 11
February 2016 11
March 2016 5
April 2016 7
Total 119

08/06/2016WRV02900Drug Treatment Programmes Places

08/06/2016WRV03000391. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the number of residential beds 
for inpatient drug rehabilitation available here through the public health service.  [14323/16]

08/06/2016WRV03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days he should con-
tact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRV03200UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

08/06/2016WRV03300392. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his views regarding a breach of the 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child in respect of the Government’s obliga-
tions under this convention, to a person (details supplied) and his plans to address this issue.  
[14542/16]

08/06/2016WRV03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I have been 
advised that individual cases are managed in the most clinically appropriate way for the par-
ticular child.  I am also advised that cases can arise where a child who is ready for discharge 
and who is waiting for a residential placement/accommodation can remain in hospital for lon-
ger than clinically required.  In such cases, all agencies involved in the care of the child work 
together to address any issues in order to speed up discharge pathways.

I have asked for the HSE to provide me with a report on this matter and I will contact the 
Deputy directly once I have received their response.

08/06/2016WRV03500Hospital Staff
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08/06/2016WRV03600393. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if a condition of employ-
ment for a hospital doctor to work or be on call for 24 hours can be included as a precondition 
to employment; if this is at variance with the working time directive; if there is a temporary 
exemption for hospital doctors and if so, will he outline that exemption; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [14546/16]

08/06/2016WRV03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A Collective Agreement between the IMO 
and the HSE dated 22 January 2010, part of a broader Settlement Agreement of a High Court 
case relating to  non-consultant hospital doctors (NCHDs) working hours, provides that: ‘no 
NCHD shall be required to work greater than 24 consecutive hours’. Reflecting this, the Con-
tract of Employment also agreed between the parties at the time states that: ‘The NCHD shall 
not be required to work for more than 24 consecutive hours on-site’.

This position is not at variance with the Working Time Directive. The Settlement Agree-
ment states that it,  the Collective Agreement and the Contract of Employment for NCHDs are 
subject to the provisions of the Working Time Directive. The Collective Agreement also states 
that where the daily rest period of 11 hours provided for in the Directive and Irish transposing 
legislation is not provided the compensatory rest provisions set out in the Legislation shall ap-
ply. The compensatory rest provisions in the Directive are specifically designed for activities 
involving the need for continuity of service. The relevant article of the Directive specifically 
states that it encompasses hospital care and the activities of doctors in training. These provi-
sions ensure that doctors are entitled to equivalent periods of rest to any foregone while on duty.

My Department is engaging constructively with the EU Commission in relation to pro-
gressing and achieving full compliance with the EWTD in respect of  non-consultant hospital 
doctors. Since Quarter 4 2013, compliance with the 24 hour maximum agreed with the IMO 
has increased from 77% to 96%,  while compliance with the 48 hour average maximum week 
has increased from 40% to 80%. Actions to achieve compliance are being progressed through 
a National Group that  includes the HSE’s National HR, Acute Hospitals and Mental Health 
Divisions, the IMO and my Department.

08/06/2016WRV03800Hospital Staff

08/06/2016WRV03900394. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health when the staffing complement 
will be increased in a hospital unit (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14261/16]

08/06/2016WRV04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRV04100Vaccination Programme

08/06/2016WRV04200395. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on reports from par-
ents regarding possible side effects from the human papilloma virus vaccine; if he will convene 
an official forum to hear from all sides in this debate; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14265/16]

08/06/2016WRV04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The immunisation programme in Ireland 
is based on the advice of the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC). NIAC is a 
committee of the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland comprising of experts in a number of 
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specialties including infectious diseases, paediatrics and public health. The committee’s rec-
ommendations are informed by public health advice and international best practice.  In 2009, 
NIAC recommended HPV vaccination for all 12 year old girls, and in September 2010, the HPV 
vaccination programme was introduced for all girls in the first year of second level schools. The 
HPV vaccine protects girls from developing cervical cancer when they are adults. It is available 
free of charge from the HSE for all girls in 1st year of secondary school and over 200,000 girls 
have received the vaccine since its introduction.

In Ireland, the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) is the regulatory authority 
for medicines in Ireland and is the appropriate authority to which possible adverse reactions to 
medicinal products should be reported. In November 2015, the European Medicines Agency 
completed a detailed scientific review of the HPV vaccine.  The review which the HPRA par-
ticipated in, specifically focused on rare reports of two conditions, complex regional pain syn-
drome and postural orthostatic tachycardia syndrome associated with heart rate increase.  The 
outcome of the review which was carried out by the EMA Pharmacovigilance and Risk Assess-
ment Committee (PRAC) found no evidence of a causal link between the vaccine and the two 
conditions examined. The European Medicines Agency has advised healthcare professionals 
that available data does not warrant any change to the use of HPV vaccines as there are no new 
safety concerns regarding HPV vaccines. Healthcare professionals should therefore continue 
using the vaccines in accordance with the current product information. On 12 January 2016, the 
European Commission endorsed the conclusion of the European Medicines Agency stating that 
there is no need to change the way HPV vaccines are used or to amend the product information.  
This final outcome by the Commission is now binding in all member states.

I am aware of claims of an association between HPV vaccination and a number of symptoms 
experienced by a group of young women.  It appears that some girls first suffered symptoms 
around the time they received the HPV vaccine, and understandably some parents have con-
nected the vaccine to their daughter’s condition. Anyone who is suffering ill health is eligible to 
seek medical attention, and to access appropriate health and social care services, irrespective of 
the cause of their symptoms. The individual nature of the needs of some children may require 
access to specialist services which can be accessed through their GP.

08/06/2016WRV04400Cross-Border Co-operation

08/06/2016WRV04500396. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the State bodies under his remit 
which have developed memoranda of understanding with his counterpart in Northern Ireland 
with regard to the efficient delivery of services on the island of Ireland; if he has carried out a 
cost-benefit analysis of the development of further memoranda of understanding; the details of 
the cost-benefit analysis; and the new memoranda of understanding he will create between State 
bodies under their remits through the lifetime of this Government. [14284/16]

08/06/2016WRV04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department is seeking the information  
requested  by the Deputy. I will be in further communication with him as soon as this informa-
tion has been received and compiled.

08/06/2016WRW00200Hospital Appointments Delays

08/06/2016WRW00300397. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health to expedite an appointment 
for a person (details supplied); the reason for delay; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14297/16]
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08/06/2016WRW00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRW00500Hospital Appointments Delays

08/06/2016WRW00600398. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health to schedule a person (details sup-
plied) for surgery without further delay. [14298/16]

08/06/2016WRW00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRW00800Hospital Appointments Delays

08/06/2016WRW00900399. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health to investigate the delay in schedul-
ing a person (details supplied) for surgery. [14300/16]

08/06/2016WRW01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
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been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRW01100Hospital Procedures

08/06/2016WRW01200400. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 150 of 4 May 2016, if he will provide a further breakdown of the data provided 
which showed that 810 inpatient elective surgeries were cancelled between January 2015 and 
April 2016, and that 970 day case elective surgeries were cancelled between January 2015 and 
April 2016; if any of these cancelled surgeries occurred more than once per any one patient; if 
so, how many patients were affected in this way; the categories of surgeries listed by depart-
ment or specialty; his views on the numbers of elective surgeries being cancelled each month; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14305/16]

08/06/2016WRW01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The 2016 HSE Service Plan undertakes to 
maintain 2015 levels of service in respect of scheduled care and to continue to address waiting 
times as part of the regular performance and accountability process. The HSE seeks to ensure 
that those whose clinical needs are most urgent are prioritised accordingly, whilst managing 
the needs of those who have been waiting longest for routine treatment in chronological order. 

Currently, 94% of patients wait less than the maximum waiting time of 15 months for inpa-
tient, daycase or outpatient procedures, with  approximately 60% of patients waiting less than 
6 months for their required care.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not 
received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and my 
officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRW01400Hospital Services

08/06/2016WRW01500401. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if he will reverse the suspension 
of DEXA scanning services at hospital (details supplied); his future plans for the service; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14310/16]

08/06/2016WRW01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Galway University Hospitals, comprising 
of University Hospital Galway (UHG) and Merlin Park University Hospital, provide a compre-
hensive range of services to emergency and elective patients on an inpatient, outpatient and day 
care basis across the two sites.

An issue has arisen with respect to the operation of the DEXA scanner situated at Merlin 
Park Hospital. I have been advised by the Saolta Health Care Group that the bone-density scan-
ning service has been impacted by a shortage of radiographers. As a result, a waiting list has 
built up.

Galway University Hospitals are currently actively working to recruit radiographers in or-
der to fill a number of vacancies. One successful candidate will commence work in early July. 
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An additional five individuals have been offered posts and are currently in the process of ap-
pointment. Recruitment to three further posts is ongoing. 

Saolta has advised that GUH plans to treat all patients booked into the bone density scanner 
service up to the end of June 2016.

The Saolta Group and the HSE are working to put the necessary arrangements in place 
to ensure the continuity of services from July. In the interim period until the newly-recruited 
radiographers have taken up their posts, the Hospital Group is progressing a range of options, 
including staff overtime and outsourcing in order to ensure service continuity for patients. 

It is also important to note that major developments are ongoing and planned for Galway 
University Hospitals. The Programme for a Partnership Government has committed to pro-
gressing a new Emergency Department facility.  Also construction work is ongoing on the new 
75 bed ward block as well as a new acute mental health department at the Hospital.

08/06/2016WRW01700Services for People with Disabilities

08/06/2016WRW01800402. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
early intervention teams for children in each local health area in tabular form; the total number 
on each team and the numbers of children in each area, waiting for an appointment with a team; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14312/16]

08/06/2016WRW01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.  If you have not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and they will 
follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRW02000Hospital Services

08/06/2016WRW02100403. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if there is a haematology 
department in University Hospital Kerry, and if so, the reason persons in County Kerry are be-
ing referred to Cork University Hospital, for such procedures to be carried out; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [14336/16]

08/06/2016WRW02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRW02300Medical Card Drugs Availability

08/06/2016WRW02400404. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the reason medical items (details 
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supplied) are not covered on the medical card [14340/16]

08/06/2016WRW02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE faces a continuing challenge to 
deliver services in a way that will minimise any adverse impact on patients and continue to 
protect, as far as possible, the most vulnerable citizens. Unfortunately, as a result it has become 
necessary for the HSE to suspend certain products from its list of items reimbursable under the 
GMS and other community drug schemes. 

The HSE has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimbursement of me-
dicinal products under the community drug schemes in accordance with the provisions of the 
Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, therefore, the matter has been referred 
to the HSE for attention and direct reply to you.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE 
within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter 
with them.

08/06/2016WRW02600Health Services Provision

08/06/2016WRW02700405. Deputy Seán Barrett asked the Minister for Health the status of an application for 
clinical support in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14342/16]

08/06/2016WRW02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, he can contact my Private Office and they will 
follow the matter up with the HSE.

08/06/2016WRW02900Hospital Consultant Recruitment

08/06/2016WRW03000406. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Health the average time lag between the 
initial advertising and filling of consultant vacancies in University Hospital Waterford over the 
past three years; and how this compares to the other acute hospitals here. [14347/16]

08/06/2016WRW03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRW03200Patient Transport Provision

08/06/2016WRW03300407. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health how the transport needs of patients 
from Wicklow have been considered in the opening of the Wicklow primary care health centre 
to facilitate access to the health services there, particularly for elderly and disabled persons; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14361/16]

08/06/2016WRW03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, this question has 
been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.  If you have not 
received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them.
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08/06/2016WRW03500Home Care Packages Data

08/06/2016WRW03600408. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health to detail the total funding allo-
cated to home care packages in 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015 and to date in 2016, and to identify the 
funding gap between the annual allocation and the annual requests for funding for each of these 
years. [14380/16]

08/06/2016WRW03700409. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health the total number of persons who 
applied for home care packages; the total numbers requested for each year from 2012 to date 
in 2016; the total number of persons who received home care packages and the total number of 
hours received each year from 2012 to date in 2016. [14381/16]

08/06/2016WRW03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 408 and 409 together.

As these are service matters they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRW03900Services for People with Disabilities

08/06/2016WRW04000410. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health the total allocation of funding 
for 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015 and to date in 2016 to provide emergency placements for persons 
with disabilities, and to identify the funding gap between the annual allocation and the annual 
requests for funding for each of these years. [14382/16]

08/06/2016WRW04100411. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health the total number of persons for 
whom applications for emergency placements for persons with disabilities were received in 
2012, 2013, 2014, 2015 and to date in 2016 and the total number of persons for each of these 
years who received such placements. [14383/16]

08/06/2016WRW04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 410 and 411 together.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  If the Deputy has 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, the Deputy can contact my Private 
Office and they will follow the matter up with the HSE.

08/06/2016WRW04300Hospital Appointments Delays

08/06/2016WRW04400412. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14396/16]

08/06/2016WRW04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
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scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRX00150Obesity Strategy

08/06/2016WRX00200413. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 301 of 20 April 2016 the number of bariatric surgeries that have been performed by the 
HSE in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14399/16]

08/06/2016WRX00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRX00350Hospital Staff

08/06/2016WRX00400414. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if the staffing deficits for obste-
tricians and midwives, identified in the 2015 review of maternity services at Cavan Monaghan 
Hospital, have been addressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14403/16]

08/06/2016WRX00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRX00550Hospital Staff

08/06/2016WRX00600415. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of full-time obste-
tricians employed at Cavan General Hospital; the number of locum obstetricians in place; the 
number of midwives employed; and the midwife to birth ratio, for each of the years 2011 to 
2015 and in 2016 to date, in tabular form. [14404/16]

08/06/2016WRX00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRX00750Drugs Dealing

08/06/2016WRX00800416. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the specific changes to the mis-
use of drugs legislation that need to be put in place, to address the illegal sale of prescription 
drugs. [14405/16]

08/06/2016WRX00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The supply of prescription medicines, in-
cluding benzodiazepines, is controlled in a number of ways.  Under the Medicinal Products 
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(Prescription and Control of Supply) Regulations, it is prohibited for a person to supply a pre-
scription medicine except in accordance with a prescription, and the supply must be made from 
a registered pharmacy by or under the personal supervision of a registered pharmacist.  A per-
son who contravenes these Regulations is guilty of an offence.

In addition, medicines which have a high potential to be misused are controlled under the 
Misuse of Drugs Acts.  A person who has in his possession a prescription medicine containing a 
controlled drug under the Misuse of Drugs legislation for the purpose of selling or supplying it, 
is guilty of an offence under that legislation.  A Bill to amend the Misuse of Drugs Act to bring 
a number of new substances, including certain prescription medicines, under the scope of that 
legislation is currently being drafted and it is the intention to publish it before the House rises 
for the summer.

Regulations will also be made to introduce substantial additional controls on certain pre-
scription drugs being traded illicitly, such as benzodiazepines and z-drugs medicines. The 
planned measures include introducing import and export controls, tighter prescribing and dis-
pensing controls as well as an offence of possession, thereby assisting the law enforcement 
roles of Customs and An Garda Síochána.

The Health Product Regulatory Authority which is the competent authority in Ireland for 
human medicines, Revenue’s Customs service and an Garda Síochána work closely to prevent 
the unauthorised flow of illegal medicinal products into and out of the State.  The enforcement 
of the law relating to the sale of drugs, including prescription drugs, continues to be a priority 
in the Government’s commitment to tackling the issue of drug misuse in this jurisdiction.

08/06/2016WRX00950Registration of Nurses

08/06/2016WRX01000417. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health in relation to the register of 
nurses and midwives maintained by the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland, NMBI, the 
number of applications which were received by the organisation in the past 12 months; the 
number of these for which the applicant has been successfully added to the register, following 
the completion of the registration process; the number of applications received during this pe-
riod, which were later withdrawn by the applicant prior to the application having been formally 
assessed, as part of the initial stages of the registration process; the average number of weeks 
typically taken to fully evaluate an application, and to thus complete the registration process; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14407/16]

08/06/2016WRX01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I wish to thank the Deputy for the matter 
raised.

Given that this is an operational matter, it is appropriate that it should be dealt with by the 
NMBI. I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NMBI for attention and direct reply.

If you have not received a reply from the NMBI within 15 working days, please contact my 
Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRX01150Medical Card Applications

08/06/2016WRX01200418. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an application 
by a person (details supplied) for a medical card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14408/16]
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08/06/2016WRX01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRX01350Midwifery Services Provision

08/06/2016WRX01400419. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of midwives in each 
public and voluntary hospital that provide maternity services for the end of 2015 and the latest 
figures available in 2016 in tabular form [14409/16]

08/06/2016WRX01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRX01550Maternity Services Provision

08/06/2016WRX01600420. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of obstetricians, 
whole-time equivalent, employed in each of the 19 maternity units nationwide (details sup-
plied); and the number of locum appointments for the end of 2015 and the latest figures avail-
able for 2016 in each hospital in tabular form. [14410/16]

08/06/2016WRX01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRX01750Health Services Provision

08/06/2016WRX01800421. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health the funding available from his 
Department or the Health Service Executive for specific rehabilitation (details supplied) and the 
guidelines on same. [14411/16]

08/06/2016WRX01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy. 

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days he should con-
tact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRX01950Antimicrobial Resistance

08/06/2016WRX02000422. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he is aware of the recommen-
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dations contained in the recent UK Government report authored by Lord O’Neill on antimicro-
bial resistance, AMR; his plans to introduce the key recommendations contained in the report; 
if he is satisfied that Ireland’s AMR policy is robust enough to meet the huge challenge of AMR 
and with the situation that Ireland, unlike the UK, does not have set targets for the reduction of 
usage and or prescribing of antibiotics in health care settings such as hospitals or primary care; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14416/16]

08/06/2016WRX02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Report Chaired by Lord O’Neill which 
was published on 19 May 2016, is welcomed by Ireland and is a valuable addition to the serious 
debate on the worldwide threat of antimicrobial resistance (AMR).

Lord O’Neill’s concerns about both the human and economic costs of increasing resistance 
to often life saving treatment in the form of antibiotics is a matter which is being addressed at 
international, EU and national levels. The Report’s recommendations on reducing demand for 
antimicrobials, improving global surveillance of drug resistance and antimicrobial consump-
tion in humans and animals are in line with the World Health Organisation’s Global Action Plan 
on Antimicrobial Resistance, which Ireland supports.

Ireland, through membership of the World Health Organisation, is part of the international 
effort aimed at tackling the global public health threat of AMR, which requires action across 
human and animal health sectors, agriculture and the wider environment.

In May 2015, at the WHO 68th  World Health Assembly the final WHO Global Action Plan 
was endorsed.  It sets out five strategic objectives: 

(1)  to improve awareness and understanding of antimicrobial resistance;

(2)  to strengthen knowledge through surveillance and research; 

(3)  to reduce the incidence of infection;

(4)  to optimise the use of antimicrobial agents; and 

(5)  develop the economic case for sustainable investment that takes account of the needs 
of all countries, and increase investment in new medicines, diagnostic tools, vaccines and other 
interventions. 

Through adoption of the Global Action Plan, governments committed to have in place, by 
May 2017, a national action plan on antimicrobial resistance that is aligned with the global ac-
tion plan. This national plan needs to cover the use of antimicrobial medicines in animal health 
and agriculture, as well as for human health. WHO will work with countries to support the 
development and implementation of their national plans, and will report progress to the World 
Health Assembly in 2017.

In recognition of the serious and increasing threat of antimicrobial resistance and the re-
quirement for a ‘whole of Government’ approach to health issues, the Department of Health’s 
Chief Medical Officer (CMO) and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine’s Chief 
Veterinary Officer (CVO) established, with Ministerial approval, a high level National Inter-
departmental AMR Consultative Committee to address this issue.  The Committee meets Ire-
land’s requirements to have an Intersectoral co-ordinating mechanism for addressing AMR at 
European level. 

The Committee has a clear role and mandate across the human and animal health sectors.  
Committee membership consists of representatives of both Departments and of the relevant 
HSE and veterinary specialist agencies, including other relevant bodies with a remit across 
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the two sectors; membership is representative of major stakeholders. The Committee meets 
bi-annually and its most recent meeting took place on 13 April last.  The Committee agreed as 
a key action for 2016 the development of Ireland’s AMR national action plan, aligned to the 
WHO Global Action Plan.

In addition, the prevention and control of healthcare associated infections (HCAIs) and 
AMR has been a significant, long-standing patient safety and public health priority for the De-
partment of Health for many years. A wide range of initiatives has been put in place in the Irish 
health system in response to the rising incidence of AMRs including improved surveillance of 
infections and prescribing, infection prevention and control processes, antimicrobial steward-
ship initiatives and public and professional awareness raising, with a significant emphasis on 
the education and training of healthcare professionals.

Ireland is fully committed to and engaged in addressing resolution of the problem of AMR 
and will continue to collaborate at international, EU and national levels to this end. Ireland con-
tributes reporting to the European Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance System.

08/06/2016WRX02150Antimicrobial Resistance

08/06/2016WRX02200423. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of persons or inci-
dents, if any, where antimicrobial resistance has occurred within the health care services over 
the past ten years; the hospitals which treated these patients and the measures being undertaken 
to address this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14417/16]

08/06/2016WRX02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The rise in antimicrobial resistance (AMR) 
is recognised at global, European and national levels, including Ireland, as one of the greatest 
potential threats to human and animal health with possible serious consequences for public 
health, animal welfare and the agriculture and food sectors. 

The emergence of resistance is a normal biological phenomenon but is increased through 
the overuse and misuse of antimicrobials in human and animal medicine. While most bacteria 
are effectively killed by antibiotics, certain types of bacteria possess the capacity to develop 
resistance to certain antibiotics whereby they are less effective and in the worst case scenario, 
no longer work against bacterial infections. The spread of these resistant strains is further in-
creased, however, through poor hygiene practices and increased global travel and trade. There 
are also increasing concerns about the potential for spread of antimicrobial resistance in food 
and environmental pollution with antimicrobials e.g. through water contamination and agricul-
tural run-off.

In Ireland AMR in key clinically important bacteria known to cause potentially serious in-
fections, such as bloodstream infection, (BSI) has been systematically monitored over the past 
decade by Irish microbiology laboratories serving all acute hospitals. There has been almost 
complete reporting of AMR data on BSI to the Health Service Executive’s Health Protection 
Surveillance Centre (HPSC) where data is analysed and reported back directly to participat-
ing laboratories and hospitals on a quarterly basis.  HPSC also published reports on the latest 
available national BSI AMR surveillance data and hospital level AMR surveillance data on its 
website at: 

htp://www.hpsc.ie/A-Z/MicrobiologyAntimicrobialResistance/InfectionControlandHAI/
Surveillance/HPSCSurveillance/ andhttp://www.hpsc.ie/A-Z/MicrobiologyAntimicrobialResis-
tance/EuropeanAntimicrobialResistanceSurveillanceSystemEARRS/ReferenceandEducation-
alResourcematerial/SaureusMRSA/LatestSaureusMRSAdata/.
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The prevention and control of healthcare associated infections (HCAIs) and AMR continues 
to be a significant, long-standing patient safety and public health priority for the Department of 
Health.  A wide range of initiatives has been put in place in the Irish health system over several 
years in response to the rising incidence of AMRs. These include:

- improved surveillance of infections and prescribing;

- infection prevention and control processes; 

- antimicrobial stewardship initiatives; 

- public and professional awareness raising, with a significant emphasis on the education 
and training of healthcare professionals; 

- currently reviewing and updating of National Clinical Effectiveness Committee (NCEC) 
national Guidelines on MRSA (2013) and Clostridium difficile (2014) for healthcare profes-
sionals; 

- currently reviewing and updating of HIQA’s National Standards for the Prevention and 
Control of Healthcare Associated Infections (HCAIs) (2009).

Ireland also fully supports the World Health Organisation (WHO) Global Action Plan on 
Antimicrobial Resistance and through the Interdepartmental AMR Consultative Committee, 
established and co-chaired by the Chief Medical Officer of this Department and the Chief Vet-
erinary Officer of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and endorsed by both 
respective Ministers, is addressing the WHO’s requirement for all countries to have in place 
an Intersectoral co-ordinating Mechanism to develop a national action plan against AMR to 
encompass both the human and animal sectors, agriculture and the wider environment.  The 
Committee was launched on European Antibiotic Awareness Day in November 2014 and has 
a clear role and mandate across the human and animal health sectors.  Committee membership 
consists of representatives of both Departments and of the relevant HSE and veterinary special-
ist agencies, including other relevant bodies with a remit across the two sectors; membership 
is representative of major stakeholders. The Committee meets bi-annually and its most recent 
meeting took place on 13 April 2016.

A key action for the Committee’s work during 2016 is the development of Ireland’s AMR 
national action plan in order to have in place, by May 2017, a national action plan on AMR that 
is aligned with the WHO’s Global Action Plan. This plan will cover the use of antimicrobial 
medicines in animal health and agriculture, as well as for human health. The WHO is working 
with countries to support the development and implementation of their national plans, and will 
report progress to the World Health Assembly in 2017. 

Ireland is fully committed to and engaged in addressing resolution of the problem of AMR 
and will continue to collaborate at international, EU and national levels to this end.  Ireland also 
supports and has actively engaged on the European Commission’s Draft Council Conclusions 
on AMR which will be presented for adoption to the Ministerial meeting of EPSCO (Employ-
ment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs) on 17th June 2016; this document will call 
on Member States and the European Commission to develop a new and comprehensive EU 
Action Plan on AMR. 

08/06/2016WRX02350Health Insurance Regulation

08/06/2016WRX02400424. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when he expects legislation on 
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health insurance, specifically to provide insurers with legal clarity to facilitate insurers when 
withdrawing products from the market and protection to consumers where benefits are continu-
ously changed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14418/16]

08/06/2016WRX02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Our system of community-rated private 
health insurance is underpinned by a Risk Equalisation Scheme (RES). Under the RES, insur-
ers receive risk equalisation credits to compensate for the additional cost of insuring older and 
less healthy members, which are funded by stamp duty levies payable by open market insurers 
in respect of each insured life covered. Legislation is required each year to revise the applicable 
risk equalisation credits and the corresponding stamp duty levies necessary to fund them.

As part of the development of the Health Insurance (Amendment) Bill 2016, the main pur-
pose of which is to provide for revised RE credits and stamp duties payable, it is proposed that 
the legal basis to facilitate the formal withdrawal of health insurance products will be clarified. 
Subject to government approval, the Health Insurance (Amendment) Bill 2016 will be drafted 
with a view to enactment by end of 2016.

08/06/2016WRX02550Health Insurance Cover

08/06/2016WRX02600425. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his plans to publish the Health 
Insurance Authority report on reform of minimum benefits provided for as part of health insur-
ance cover; if not, why not; if he will outline the timeline for the introduction of this legislation; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14419/16]

08/06/2016WRX02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Minimum Benefit Regulations, 
1996, all health insurance products that provide cover for in-patient hospital treatment must 
provide a certain minimum level of benefits. The key purpose of the Regulations is to ensure the 
continued availability of the type of broad hospital cover traditionally held as a minimum by the 
insured population and to ensure that individuals do not significantly under-insure. 

In June 2010, the Minister for Health asked the Health Insurance Authority (HIA) to consult 
with stakeholders in relation to minimum benefits to be provided by insurers. In July 2010, the 
Authority published its Consultation Paper and interested parties were invited to make sub-
missions. The Authority subsequently submitted a report to the Minister which considered the 
costs, benefits and impacts of various different options for Minimum Benefits, having regard to 
the submissions received.

Earlier this year my Department requested the HIA to review the 2010 report, taking ac-
count of the current health insurance market and significant developments which have taken 
place in recent years. The HIA has recently provided my Department with a short analysis paper 
to inform the Department’s decision making. This paper is under consideration in my Depart-
ment, in the context of broader health policy of the Government.

08/06/2016WRX02750Health Insurance

08/06/2016WRX02800426. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he is committed to the intro-
duction of a system of diagnostic-related group data as a measure of health status for health 
insurance; if so, the measures he has undertaken to progress this initiative; if he has engaged 
with insurers on this issue; when was the last time this issue was discussed between his Depart-
ment and insurers; the reasons for the delay in introducing this system which is commonplace 
in many countries; if he will commit to a timeline for its introduction; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [14420/16]

08/06/2016WRX02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Our system of community rated private 
health insurance is underpinned by a Risk Equalisation Scheme. Under the scheme, insurers 
receive risk equalisation and hospital utilisation credits to compensate for the additional cost 
of insuring older and less healthy members, which are funded by stamp duty levies payable by 
insurers in respect of each insured life covered. 

Risk equalisation credits are paid on the basis of age, gender and type of cover. Since 1 
March 2016 the hospital utilisation credits paid to insurers have been expanded to include all 
day case admissions to hospital, in addition to the existing utilisation credit payable for all 
overnight stays. This enhancement to the scheme increases the support provided for less healthy 
people of all ages. It also supports the provision of clinically appropriate treatment on a day 
case basis.

I support in principle the introduction of a refined health status measure for risk equalisa-
tion based on diagnosis-related groups (DRGs). The introduction of a DRG-based health status 
measure will target support more accurately in respect of less healthy insured members of all 
ages and will facilitate a better understanding of the extent to which differences in claims costs 
between insurers are driven by differences in the underlying risk profile of their members. Both 
consumers and efficient insurers will benefit from a more robust system of risk equalisation. In 
2014 the Health Insurance Authority prepared a report which set out the necessary steps, time 
frames and additional resource requirements for incorporating DRGs into the Risk Equalisation 
Scheme. My Department will publish a redacted version of the report on its website this week.

A key requirement is collection of and access to the necessary data from both public and 
private hospitals.  A DRG system has been operational in Irish public hospitals for over 20 years 
which groups all inpatient and daycase activity for each hospital into DRGs which are clinically 
similar and require similar health resources. Using DRG data for risk equalisation will require 
the collection and coding of all hospital activity data for both public and private hospitals under 
the Hospital Inpatient Enquiry (HIPE) system overseen by the Healthcare Pricing Office (HPO) 
of the HSE. In April 2015 my Department asked insurers to submit proposals on how best to 
progress this matter and to encourage private hospitals to begin collecting this data.

As part of the Government’s Health Reform Program one of the priorities for my Depart-
ment and the HSE (including the HPO) is the roll out of Activity Based Funding (ABF) in 
line with the Government’s policy and the ABF Implementation Plan 2015-2017.  This entails 
switching to ABF funding for inpatients and daycases for public patients in public hospitals and 
the development of a classification system for outpatients.  As indicated in the Plan, the roll out 
of ABF will take a number of years to implement.  The use of HIPE in relation to other policy 
developments will have to be considered in light of resources available and the priorities I have 
outlined in relation to the ABF Program.

08/06/2016WRY00150Health Services Staff Data

08/06/2016WRY00200427. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the amount the Health Service 
Executive spent on agency staff each month in 2016 to date and the equivalent figures for each 
month in 2015; the proportion of the HSE’s anticipated agency staff expenditure for 2016 that 
has been incurred to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14421/16]

08/06/2016WRY00300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
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ing days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRY00350Health Services Data

08/06/2016WRY00400428. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied with the level 
of data that is collected on the issues which come under his Department’s remit; the steps he 
will take to work with the administration in Northern Ireland to collect data under his aegis on 
a North-South basis; and the budgets he will put in place to undertake this work (details sup-
plied). [14443/16]

08/06/2016WRY00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I fully recognise the value of health informa-
tion on an all-Island basis.  The Institute of Public Health was established in 1997 as a North-
South Body to promote cooperation on public health between Northern Ireland and the Repub-
lic of Ireland. The Institute works to strengthen public health intelligence, build public health 
capacity and contribute to policy development.  The Institute is jointly funded by the Irish and 
Northern Ireland administrations. The Institute regularly carries out projects on a North South 
Basis that focus on public health, including lifestyle issues and chronic conditions.

My Department also works closely with Eurostat and the OECD on a range of health infor-
mation initiatives, in particular population health indicators.

However, I recognise that there are deficits in the health information landscape in Ireland 
and my Department has recently commenced a review of health information policy generally to 
identify the best strategic approach to addressing this.

In relation to acute hospital services, a number of cross-jurisdictional acute services have 
been established in the last 5 years, such as primary percutaneous coronary interventions and ra-
diotherapy services at Altnagelvin Hospital in Derry and the establishment of a Network Board 
to implement the recommendations of the Expert International Working Group on developing 
an all-Island model of care for Congenital Heart Disease.  Opportunities may exist for further 
cooperation in areas such as organ donation and transplantation, trauma services, emergency 
aeromedical services and genomics.  As well as benefiting patients through provision of easier 
access to treatment, such developments afford significant opportunity for the collation of both 
clinical and demographic information which can inform future health policy and development.

08/06/2016WRY00550Hospital Services

08/06/2016WRY00600429. Deputy Michael D’Arcy asked the Minister for Health the status of the proposed kid-
ney dialysis unit in Wexford town; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14528/16]

08/06/2016WRY00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRY00750Health Services Staff Remuneration

08/06/2016WRY00800430. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his plans to award equal pay to 
clinical nurse manager 2 grades, to close the gap between those who were regularised and did 
not get incremental credit, and those appointed recently who are on a higher rate, that existed 
under old contracts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14535/16]
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08/06/2016WRY00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Discussions which took place under the Had-
dington Road Agreement provided for the regularisation of certain acting posts in the Health 
Service Executive.  HSE HR Circular 017/2013 gave effect to a single set of measures to apply 
to the regularisation of acting posts which met specific criteria on a once off basis.  Any HSE 
employee who has a specific query in relation to the terms of their contract or their pay scale 
should contact their HR Department for clarification.

08/06/2016WRY00950Services for People with Disabilities

08/06/2016WRY01000431. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will raise the qualifying 
age for a personal assistant beyond the current maximum age of 65 years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14541/16]

08/06/2016WRY01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

With regard to assisted living services, the Health Service Executive’s (HSE’s) priority in 
the 2016 National Service Plan is to protect the level of services provided in 2015 and to pro-
vide 1.3 million hours of Personal Assistant services to 2,000 people with a physical-sensory 
disability and 2.6 million hours of Home Support to 7,300 people with a range of disabilities.  
The provision of Personal Assistant services has an annual cost of €30 million, with an annual 
cost of €52 million for Home Support services.

As the Deputy’s question regarding a qualifying age for receipt of personal assistant servic-
es is a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the HSE for direct reply 
to the Deputy.  If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, he 
can contact my Private Office and they will follow the matter up with the HSE.

08/06/2016WRY01150Medical Card Applications

08/06/2016WRY01200432. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health if he will examine a case (de-
tails supplied) whereby an applicant for a general practitioner card finds themselves unable to 
backdate a claim for an appointment while their application was being processed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14551/16]

08/06/2016WRY01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.
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08/06/2016WRY01350Services for People with Disabilities

08/06/2016WRY01400433. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health if he will examine the case of 
a person (details supplied) who is not receiving funding for required health care; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14584/16]

08/06/2016WRY01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  If the Deputy has 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, he can contact my Private Office 
and they will follow the matter up with the HSE.

08/06/2016WRY01550Medical Card Applications

08/06/2016WRY01600434. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health to expedite an application by 
a person (details supplied) for a medical card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14586/16]

08/06/2016WRY01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRY01750Alcohol Sales Legislation

08/06/2016WRY01800435. Deputy Seán Barrett asked the Minister for Health when he plans to introduce the 
Public Health (Alcohol) Bill into the Houses of the Oireachtas; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14590/16]

08/06/2016WRY01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 
The Public Health (Alcohol) Bill remains a priority for this Government.  The Bill is part of 
a suite of measures agreed on foot of the recommendations in the Steering Group Report on a 
National Substance Misuse Strategy. The Government approved the publication of the Public 
Health (Alcohol) Bill and the introduction of the Bill in the Houses of the Oireachtas on the 8 
December 2015.  The Bill completed Second Stage in the Seanad on the 17 December 2015. We 
are currently awaiting dates to progress the Bill in the Houses of the Oireachtas.
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08/06/2016WRY01950Hospital Appointments Status

08/06/2016WRY02000436. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health to intervene in the case of a per-
son (details supplied) to ensure they are seen by specialist as soon as possible given the appar-
ent oversight in relation to their case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14594/16]

08/06/2016WRY02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. If 
you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private 
Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRY02150Psychological Services

08/06/2016WRY02200437. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce regulation 
of the counselling and psychotherapy profession to address this serious public health issue, in 
view of a recent newspaper article (details supplied) which stated that members of the public 
are participating in online, unaccredited courses in counselling and then practising in this area 
[14598/16]

08/06/2016WRY02300438. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health when the consultation phase for 
the statutory regulation of counselling and psychotherapy (details supplied) will take place; and 
how soon after that regulation of the sector will be introduced. [14600/16]

08/06/2016WRY02400439. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health when he will regulate the counsel-
ling and psychotherapy sector (details supplied) [14601/16]

08/06/2016WRY02500440. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health if there is any provision for the 
possibility of grandfathering to take place in order that regulation will allow professionals who 
have been practising for a long period to be eligible to work as accredited counsellors and psy-
chotherapists in view of the standards set by Quality and Qualifications Ireland that those who 
want to work as professional practitioners will have to achieve. [14602/16]

08/06/2016WRY02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 437 to 440, 
inclusive, together.

The regulation of the 14 professions currently designated under the Health and Social Care 
Professionals Act 2005 is being implemented on a phased basis as the registration board and 
register for each profession is established. Currently, nine of the 14 designated professions have 
registration boards and registers have been established for seven of them.

Psychotherapists and counsellors are not currently regulated under the Health and Social 
Care Professionals Act 2005. However, the Act provides that the Minister for Health may, by 
regulation, designate a health and social care profession not already designated if he or she 
considers that it is appropriate and in the public interest to do so and if specified criteria have 
been met.

Grandfathering of existing practitioners with minimum qualifications to be specified by 
regulation is provided for under the Act.
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In accordance with the Act, the Health and Social Care Professionals Council has been con-
sulted on the question of regulating counsellors and psychotherapists. Its detailed report on the 
matter is being examined carefully in the Department of Health with a view to deciding the next 
steps in the coming months. These steps will, I envisage, include a wider round of consultation 
involving the various professional bodies and other interested parties.

The regulation of a new profession under the Act involves a consultation process and the 
making of a number of statutory instruments by the Minister for Health and by the relevant reg-
istration board.  I envisage that, subject to the outcome of consultations, the statutory phase to 
regulate counsellors and psychotherapists under the Act will begin later this year or early next 
year with the submission of draft designation regulations to the Houses of the Oireachtas for 
their approval.  Thereafter, I expect that the registration board should be constituted and operat-
ing during 2017.  By the end of 2018, or early 2019, the board should be in a position to make 
the various bye-laws to allow it to accept applications for registration.  In parallel, the regula-
tions to protect titles and to prescribe the qualifications to be required of existing practitioners 
would be drafted and enacted.

While the profession or professions of counsellor and psychotherapist are not specifically 
designated under the 2005 Act, counsellors and psychotherapists are subject to legislation simi-
lar to other practitioners including consumer legislation, competition, contract and criminal 
law. There are also various regulatory controls on many counsellors and psychotherapists op-
erating in Ireland.

The profession of psychologist, for example, is a designated profession under the 2005 Act 
which means that those psychologists who are counsellors and/or psychotherapists will begin 
to be regulated when the Psychologists Registration Board, which is due to be established later 
this year, opens its register. 

Psychiatrists, some of whom practice psychotherapy, are regulated under the Medical Prac-
titioners Act 2007. Also, counsellors/therapists working in the publicly funded health sector are 
required to have minimum qualifications set by the Health Service Executive under the Health 
Act 2004.

08/06/2016WRY02650Hospital Appointments Status

08/06/2016WRY02700441. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will be provided with a date for an appointment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14609/16]

08/06/2016WRY02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
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respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRY02850Health Services Staff Training

08/06/2016WRY02900442. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence (de-
tails supplied) regarding the validation and recognition of non-Irish qualifications. [14610/16]

08/06/2016WRY03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Applications for recognition of qualifica-
tions are assessed under Directive 2005/36/EC which applies to all EEA nationals who wish to 
practise a regulated profession in an EEA Member State other than that in which they obtained 
their professional qualifications. Its intention is to make it easier for certain professionals to 
practise their professions in EEA countries other than their own but due safeguards are provided 
in the assessment of the qualification for public health and safety and consumer protection. 

To be eligible for consideration under the Directive, a person must be eligible to practise 
his/her profession in the country in which the qualification was obtained.  Such eligibility to 
practise does not however confer automatic recognition of qualifications in another Member 
State. In the case of the health and social care professions, including psychology, the Directive 
provides for an assessment on a case-by-case basis of the formal qualifications and professional 
experience of an applicant against the qualifications required to practise in the host Member 
State i.e. Ireland. 

Due to the case-by-case nature of the assessment process and the need to examine an ap-
plicant’s individual professional experience, applications can take considerable time to process.  
For this reason, my Department’s website advises that persons should not seek employment in 
their professional capacity in the public health sector unless and until their qualifications have 
been recognised. The Directive provides that a final decision must be communicated to the ap-
plicant within 4 months of submission of a complete application.  A decision in the case raised 
by Deputy Collins is due on 18 June, 2016. 

08/06/2016WRY03050Health Services Access

08/06/2016WRY03100443. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied) for occupational therapy; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14615/16]

08/06/2016WRY03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, this question has 
been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.  If you have not 
received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them

08/06/2016WRY03250Health Services Charges

08/06/2016WRY03300444. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the scheme available for Irish 
residents to have medical procedures carried out here through the private health system, where 
they may receive a reimbursement of their medical fees similar to the cross-Border health initia-
tive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14616/16]

08/06/2016WRY03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A key challenge for the health system is 
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ensuring timely access to health services. There has been a considerable increase in demand 
for care in our health system in recent years.  In order to effectively manage waiting lists, those 
patients waiting longest must be prioritised, once emergency and urgent cases have been dealt 
with.  The Programme for a Partnership Government (PfPG) emphasises the need for sustained 
commitment to improving waiting times for patients, with a particular focus on those patients 
waiting longest. 

No scheme currently exists to commission treatment at individual patient level within the 
Republic of Ireland for persons resident here. The Health Service Executive does, however, 
operate the EU Directive on Patients’ Rights in Cross Border Healthcare in Ireland.  Under the 
Directive, patients are entitled to have costs of cross-border healthcare services reimbursed if 
the healthcare service in question is among the benefits to which they are entitled in their Mem-
ber State of affiliation.  The HSE is proactive in advising potential users of the Scheme that 
reimbursement will be at the cost of the treatment availed of abroad or the cost of providing the 
healthcare in Ireland, whichever is the lesser. Information on the Scheme, and its administra-
tion, is available from the National Contact Point of the HSE, details of which are on the HSE 
website.  The NCP is happy to advise patients of the reimbursement rate that will apply to the 
assessment/treatment being accessed.  The HSE endeavours to reimburse the cost of treatment 
incurred or the cost of providing such healthcare in the State, which ever is the lesser, to the 
applicant within 30 days of receipt of a claim for reimbursement, in line with Prompt Payment 
Legislation.

The 2016 HSE Service Plan undertakes to maintain 2015 levels of service in respect of 
scheduled care and to continue to address waiting times as part of the regular performance and 
accountability process.  Currently, 94% of patients wait less than the maximum waiting time of 
15 months for inpatient, daycase or outpatient procedures, with c. 60% of patients waiting less 
than 6 months for their required care.  With regard to the PfPG commitment to provide €15 mil-
lion in funding to the NTPF in 2017, the Department will engage with the National Treatment 
Purchase Fund and the HSE to deliver on this commitment.  As outlined in the Programme, this 
initiative will commence in 2017 and focus on those patients waiting longest. The PfPG also 
contains a commitment to continued investment of €50 million per year to address waiting lists.

08/06/2016WRY03450Drugs Payment Scheme

08/06/2016WRY03500445. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the reason the drug Fampyra 
is not being prescribed for a person (details supplied); if the matter will be sorted as soon as 
possible as having to pay for the drug each week is causing family hardship and distress; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14623/16]

08/06/2016WRY03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the particular issue raised relates to an 
individual case, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to 
you.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my 
Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them. 

08/06/2016WRZ00200Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

08/06/2016WRZ00300446. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health if a portable concentrator will be 
provided for a person (details supplied). [14627/16]

08/06/2016WRZ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy’s question relates to service 
delivery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him.
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If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my 
Private Office and my officials will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRZ00500Dental Services Waiting Lists

08/06/2016WRZ00600447. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) will have to wait a year and a half for a dental procedure. [14628/16]

08/06/2016WRZ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.  If you have not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and they will 
follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRZ00800Nursing Staff Provision

08/06/2016WRZ00900448. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
supplied) with regard to nursing support in a school; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14635/16]

08/06/2016WRZ01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The particu-
lar issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the Health Service Executive.  Accordingly 
I have arranged for the question to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.  If you 
have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Of-
fice and they will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRZ01100Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

08/06/2016WRZ01200449. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for applica-
tions for orthodontic services to be processed for the past five years in Dublin West in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14636/16]

08/06/2016WRZ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.  If you have not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and they will 
follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRZ01400Orthodontic Services Data

08/06/2016WRZ01500450. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health for a breakdown of staff in the 
orthodontic services in Dublin West, including those in active service and those on leave; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14637/16]

08/06/2016WRZ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.  If you have not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and they will 
follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRZ01700HSE Investigations
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08/06/2016WRZ01800451. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the status of each of 
the four investigations into the loss of newborns at the maternity unit at Cavan General Hospital 
from 2012 to 2014; if any of the investigations have not yet concluded and if so, why they have 
not concluded; if the final report has been received in any of these cases and if so, why these 
reports have not yet been published and released into the public domain; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [14638/16]

08/06/2016WRZ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I would firstly wish to express my deepest 
sympathy to the families of the four babies who died at Cavan General Hospital  during the 
period 2012-2015.  Each of these cases is the subject of a review.  I would like to stress the 
importance of patient  confidentiality and sensitivity to the families’ needs. 

One review has been completed and the report handed over to the family, however they in-
dicated that they did not wish to see the report published.  Two of the reports are at an advanced 
stage, while the fourth review has commenced recently.

It is important to note that the results of all reviews will be conveyed to the families first and 
their right to confidentiality will be maintained throughout the review process and after report 
production.  The completion of these reviews is also important in order that any learning is em-
bedded in our maternity services as swiftly as possible.

I would like to assure the Deputy that the safety and quality of maternity services is a prior-
ity for the Department.  Since December 2015, each maternity hospital has been publishing a 
monthly Maternity Patient Safety Statement as recommended by the Chief Medical Officer’s 
Portlaoise Perinatal Report of 2014.  The recent publication of Ireland’s first Maternity Strategy 
demonstrates a new and enhanced focus on maternity care at both policy and service delivery 
level.  It provides a roadmap for how we can improve maternity and neonatal care in the years 
ahead ensuring that it is safe, standardised and of high quality.  This creates significant opportu-
nity to build and develop the services we provide for women and babies over the next ten years.  
My Department is working with the HSE to ensure its full implementation.

08/06/2016WRZ02000Hospital Staff Recruitment

08/06/2016WRZ02100452. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the details of current vacancies 
at Letterkenny University Hospital in respect of medical personnel in tabular form; the time 
these posts have remained vacant; the positions for which approval to commence recruitment to 
fill an identified staffing deficit has been sought by the hospital; if approval has yet been granted 
in respect of such positions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14644/16]

08/06/2016WRZ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRZ02300Hospital Staff Recruitment

08/06/2016WRZ02400453. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health his views on the impact, which 
the recently introduced interim measures restricting recruitment within the health service pend-
ing the approval of a new HSE pay and numbers strategy, will have on an individual hospitals’ 
ability to fill staffing vacancies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14645/16]

08/06/2016WRZ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Recent measures taken in relation to service 
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areas in the HSE remaining within budget have been portrayed, incorrectly, as a recruitment 
freeze.  

These measures do not impact on a hospital’s ability to recruit where funding exists to facili-
tate that recruitment; for example in the case of funded replacement posts or where additional 
funding has been allocated for new positions under the HSE service plan.  Recruitment can also 
take place in areas of critical care and emergency services.  

The HSE has continuously increased staffing levels since the beginning of 2015.  By the end 
of April this year, overall health service employee numbers had increased by over 6,000 whole 
time equivalents since the start of last year, with an extra 1,600 WTEs in the first four months 
of 2016 alone.  The vast majority of these employees are in front line positions.  Numbers in 
the Medical and Dental category increased by almost 600 WTEs or 6.5% since the start of 2015 
while nursing figures rose by over 1,700 or 5% during the same timeframe.

It is this government’s intention to continue to grow the health budget as the economy im-
proves and to obtain further resources to deliver the level of service that we all want to provide 
to our patients.

08/06/2016WRZ02600Medical Card Eligibility

08/06/2016WRZ02700454. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) receiving €144 per week jobseeker’s allowance has been turned down for a medical card 
because he or she does not reach the €164 which would entitle him or her to one; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [14649/16]

08/06/2016WRZ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has recently issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRZ02900HSE Staff

08/06/2016WRZ03000455. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the procedure for Health Service 
Executive employees who wish to apply for a transfer from the Dublin to the midland regions; 
and the length of time the employee should expect to wait for a transfer. [14663/16]

08/06/2016WRZ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRZ03200Services for People with Disabilities
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08/06/2016WRZ03300456. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the level of funding he has 
allocated in 2016 to Praxis Care and Prosper Fingal services in North County Dublin for ser-
vices to adults with intellectual disabilities; specifically to identify the split between capital 
items, that is fit-out, refurbishment, equipment, planning and associated costs and ongoing rev-
enue, that is for staffing resources, additional services such as occupational therapy, respite care 
and speech and language staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14665/16]

08/06/2016WRZ03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  The commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  With regard to the provision of day services for school-leavers with 
disabilities, the Programme for Partnership Government says that the Government is committed 
to ensuring that all 18 year old school leavers with intellectual and physical disabilities have 
continued education or training opportunities. 

The process of planning for the needs of around 1,500 young people with disabilities and 
autism who will require continuing health-funded supports on leaving school or rehabilitative 
(life-skills) training this year commenced in September 2015.  To ensure these needs are met, 
funding of €7.25m is being allocated by the HSE to provide appropriate services and supports.  
Once off funding of €2 million is also being provided for the refurbishment and fit-out of build-
ings to provide suitable service locations by September, based on an assessment of the physi-
cal capacity within existing services to accommodate the additional numbers.  A standardised 
process for the identification of support needs has been put in place and a profiling exercise has 
now been completed with each individual in order to ascertain their needs and preferences.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.  If you have not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and they will 
follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRZ03500Hospital Services

08/06/2016WRZ03600457. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the reason University Hospital 
Kerry is one of just three out of 27 hospitals providing acute stroke care that does not have the 
recognised elements of a stroke unit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14691/16]

08/06/2016WRZ03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Clinical Programme for Stroke 
(NCPS) commenced in 2010.  The vision is to design standardised models of integrated care 
pathways for the delivery of clinical care to embed sustained quality clinical operational man-
agement.  Overall, the NCPS aims to improve quality, access and cost-effectiveness of stroke 
services.

The findings of the National Stroke Audit 2015 provide a snapshot of the acute stroke ser-
vice.  The audit’s purpose was to assess current practice against both national and international 
guidelines.  Twenty-seven sites participated in both the organisational and clinical audit, with 
each of the participating sites managing at least 20 new patients with stroke per annum.

In relation to the Deputy’s query regarding University Hospital Kerry, as this is a service 
matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from 
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the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow 
the matter up.

08/06/2016WRZ03800Hospital Services

08/06/2016WRZ03900458. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will prioritise the provi-
sion of a stroke unit at University Hospital Kerry to stop the occurrence of preventable deaths 
and cases of permanent or severe disability as a result of stroke; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14692/16]

08/06/2016WRZ04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRZ04100Hospital Services

08/06/2016WRZ04200459. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will address the deficits 
in the stroke team at University Hospital Kerry, which, when audited, included having no spe-
cialist stroke consultant, no clinical nurse specialist, no medical social work input, no clinical 
psychologist, no early supported discharge programme and deficits of over 50% in occupational 
therapy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14693/16]

08/06/2016WRZ04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRZ04400Hospital Appointments Status

08/06/2016WRZ04500460. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a date for a cataract opera-
tion will be provided for a person (details suppled); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14706/16]

08/06/2016WRZ04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been de-
veloped to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  
This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to 
implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.
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08/06/2016WRAA00200Tax Reliefs Eligibility

08/06/2016WRAA00300461. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health if he has had any 
discussions with the Minister for Finance in respect of allowing citizens to claim tax back under 
a scheme such as the MED 1 scheme or otherwise operated by the Department of Finance and 
the Revenue Commissioners, for counselling, psychiatric treatment, or any other such forms of 
therapy.  [14712/16]

08/06/2016WRAA00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Minister 
for Health has not held any discussions with the Minister for Finance concerning the issue 
raised by the Deputy.  I understand that this question has also been raised with the Minister for 
Finance. 

The criteria in relation to tax relief for medical expenses is primarily a matter for decision 
by the Minister for Finance, and the Revenue Commissioners.  It is open to any individual who 
experiences financial hardship in respect of certain health or personal social care to apply, in 
certain circumstances, for medical card assistance.

08/06/2016WRAA00500Mental Health Services Provision

08/06/2016WRAA00600462. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health his plans to address the huge 
waiting list for psychiatric and other mental health services in Dublin West and at national level; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14723/16]

08/06/2016WRAA00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a ser-
vice issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If you have not received 
a reply within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the 
matter with them.

08/06/2016WRAA00800Home Help Service Provision

08/06/2016WRAA00900463. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason home help hours 
have been reduced for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14724/16]

08/06/2016WRAA01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply. If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRAA01100Home Help Service Provision

08/06/2016WRAA01200464. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health to provide home help hours 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14725/16]

08/06/2016WRAA01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply. If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them.
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08/06/2016WRAA01400National Stroke Programme Implementation

08/06/2016WRAA01500465. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health to address the concerns in the 
recently published national stroke audit carried out by the Irish Heart Foundation and the HSE’s 
national stroke programme at Kerry University Hospital. [14737/16]

08/06/2016WRAA01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Clinical Programme for Stroke 
(NCPS) commenced in 2010.  The vision is to design standardised models of integrated care 
pathways for the delivery of clinical care to embed sustained quality clinical operational man-
agement. Overall, the NCPS aims to improve quality, access and cost-effectiveness of stroke 
services.

The findings of the National Stroke Audit 2015 provide a snapshot of the acute stroke ser-
vice. The audit’s purpose was to assess current practice against both national and international 
guidelines. Twenty-seven sites participated in both the organisational and clinical audit, with 
each of the participating sites managing at least 20 new patients with stroke per annum.

In relation to the Deputy’s query regarding University Hospital Kerry, as this is a service 
matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from 
the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow 
the matter up.

08/06/2016WRAA01700Medicinal Products Availability

08/06/2016WRAA01800466. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the status of the drug Translarna 
(details supplied); if it will be made available to patients through HSE funding in the near fu-
ture; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14741/16]

08/06/2016WRAA01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicinal products under the community drugs 
schemes, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. Prior 
to deciding whether to reimburse a medicine, the HSE considers a range of statutory criteria, 
including clinical need, cost-effectiveness and the resources available to the HSE.

Decisions on whether to reimburse medicines by the taxpayer are made on objective, sci-
entific and economic grounds by the HSE, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmaco-
economics (NCPE).  The NCPE conducts the health technology assessment of pharmaceutical 
products for the HSE, and can make recommendations on reimbursement to assist the HSE in 
its decision-making process.  

The NCPE completed a health technology assessment of ataluren (brand name Translarna) 
in April and did not recommend reimbursement.  The HSE is currently considering the NCPE 
report. 

08/06/2016WRAA02000Cochlear Implants Provision

08/06/2016WRAA02100467. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he is aware of an issue with 
children under six years of age and over awaiting sequential and bilateral cochlear implants at 
Beaumont Hospital, Dublin 9; if funding allocated to the cochlear implant programme has been 
reduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14750/16]
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08/06/2016WRAA02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has confirmed that funding for the 
cochlear implant programme has not been reduced. Beaumont Hospital is the national centre 
for the delivery of the programme, with surgical provision also provided for children at Temple 
Street. €3.22m was provided in the 2014 National Service Plan to undertake a service to provide 
bilateral implants, and in 2015 and 2016 National Service Plans provided for the continuation 
of development of the service. Theatre capacity issues are being experienced currently and I am 
advised that Beaumont Hospital and the HSE are working actively to address these. 

08/06/2016WRAA02300Home Help Service Provision

08/06/2016WRAA02400468. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on prior-
ity waiting lists for home help hours in the north Leitrim area; the number of hours which would 
be necessary to provide home help to these persons; the number of home helps employed by 
the HSE in the area; and the number of hours of home help they are providing now. [14756/16]

08/06/2016WRAA02500469. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health if the allocation of home help 
hours in the north Leitrim area is based on need and not on budgetary constraints. [14757/16]

08/06/2016WRAA02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 468 and 469 together.

As these are service matters they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRAA02700Prescriptions Charges

08/06/2016WRAA02800470. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health his views on prescription 
charges; and if there could be a provision for pensioners not to pay the charges on all of their 
individual items as opposed to a flat fee or no fee for this age group. [14758/16]

08/06/2016WRAA02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The prescription charge is a matter which I 
intend to consider in the context of the implementation of the health commitments in the Pro-
gramme for Partnership Government and having regard to the funding available to facilitate 
such measures.  

Detailed financial analysis will be required in order to establish as accurately as possible the 
expected costs to the Exchequer.

08/06/2016WRAA03000HSE Staff

08/06/2016WRAA03100471. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual 
cost of employing an additional 250 speech and language therapists, 100 physiotherapists, 100 
occupational therapists and 150 clinical psychologists; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14768/16]

08/06/2016WRAA03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.
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08/06/2016WRAA03300Services for People with Disabilities

08/06/2016WRAA03400472. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health to engage in consultations with 
the HSE regarding the possibility of treatment for illnesses such as fibromyalgia in the Na-
tional Hyperbaric Treatment Centre in Dublin being provided through the public health system. 
[14777/16]

08/06/2016WRAA03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 
As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.  If you have not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and they will 
follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRAA03600Hospital Appointments Status

08/06/2016WRAA03700473. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health the status of a rescheduled hospi-
tal appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14782/16]

08/06/2016WRAA03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been de-
veloped to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  
This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to 
implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRAA03900Services for People with Disabilities

08/06/2016WRAA04000474. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health his views on the use of hyper-
baric chambers as a treatment for fibromyalgia; if the treatment is used in public hospitals to 
treat fibromyalgia; if this treatment is offered by private insurance providers in the Irish market; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14783/16]

08/06/2016WRAA04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy): 
Hyperbaric oxygen therapy may be used to treat a range of conditions including soft tissue 
burns, amputations, neurological diseases and other conditions.

I do not have a role in the day to day operations of any private health insurance company.  
Insurance providers are commercial companies operating in a competitive market and make 
decisions as to the benefits members are entitled to, in accordance with the terms and conditions 
of each individual member’s policy.
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The availability of hyperbaric oxygen therapy on private health insurance products is a 
function of the private health insurance market.  It is advisable therefore that any health insur-
ance plan under consideration be checked with the health insurance provider concerned for 
coverage of specific therapies.

As the question about whether hyperbaric oxygen therapy is used in public hospitals is a 
service matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive 
for direct reply to the Deputy.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working 
days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRAA04200Hospital Waiting Lists

08/06/2016WRAA04300475. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he is aware of the case of a 
person (details supplied) who is currently undergoing dialysis in the North of Ireland; if this 
person will be included on the transplant waiting list in the North of Ireland; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14784/16]

08/06/2016WRAA04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The person referred to by the Deputy is on 
Beaumont Hospital’s waiting list for a kidney transplant.  In accordance with international prac-
tice, an individual cannot be on two transplant waiting lists simultaneously.

08/06/2016WRAA04500Hospital Waiting Lists

08/06/2016WRAA04600476. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health his plans to create an all-Ireland 
transplant waiting list; if he has discussed this with the Minister for Health in the North of Ire-
land; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14785/16]

08/06/2016WRAA04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): North-South co-operation on health mat-
ters takes place through the North South Ministerial Council (NSMC) as well as through joint 
departmental projects. While cooperation on  organ transplantation is  among the issues that are 
expected to be explored, there are no plans at present to create an all-Ireland transplant waiting 
list. 

08/06/2016WRAA04800Health Services Data

08/06/2016WRAA04900477. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of persons currently 
on the waiting list for kidney transplant. [14786/16]

08/06/2016WRAA05000478. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of kidney transplants 
which have been performed each year since 2011. [14787/16]

08/06/2016WRAA05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 477 and 
478 together.

The number of  people on the active waiting list for a kidney transplant as of 3 May 2016 
(latest figures available) was 476. 

The number of kidney transplants performed each year since 2011 was as follows:



Questions - Written Answers

208

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Deceased Kidney Transplants 165 131 147 112 120
Living Kidney Donor Transplants 27 32 38 40 33
Total Kidney Transplants 192 163 185 152 153 

08/06/2016WRBB00200Medical Card Applications

08/06/2016WRBB00300479. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the documentation still 
outstanding in the case of a medical card application by a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14788/16]

08/06/2016WRBB00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRBB00500Medical Card Applications

08/06/2016WRBB00600480. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health to expedite an application by 
a person (details supplied) for a medical card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14789/16]

08/06/2016WRBB00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRBB00800Hospital Accommodation Provision

08/06/2016WRBB00900481. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health to confirm the long-term plan 
for Kilkcreene Orthopaedic Hospital, County Kilkenny given reports that the St. Patrick’s ward 
of the facility is being converted into offices for administration purposes; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14790/16]

08/06/2016WRBB01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.
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08/06/2016WRBB01100Medical Card Applications

08/06/2016WRBB01200482. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health how a person whose income is less 
than €164 and who is financially independent of his or her parents can apply for a medical card; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14795/16]

08/06/2016WRBB01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRBB01400Medical Research and Training

08/06/2016WRBB01500483. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health if his Department and the Health 
Service Executive decided to change the selection system for medical interns in October 2015 
to prioritise non-European Union students regardless of their academic achievement; if he will 
agree that this is very unfair to the past graduate non-European Union medical students who are 
completing their medical studies in 2016; if he will change this rule so that it will no longer ap-
ply to non-European Union medical students who are already in the system; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14796/16]

08/06/2016WRBB01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In 2015 the HSE sought and received the ap-
proval of the Department of Health to changes in the selection system for medical interns taking 
up positions in July 2016.  The HSE cannot provide places for all graduates and wished to focus 
on those who entered third level through the CAO system.  However, the changes made would 
not have a significant impact on the access of non-European Union medical students already 
in the system to intern places.  Only a small number of this cohort would have accessed intern 
places under the previous criteria.  I have asked the HSE to revert to the Deputy on this matter.

08/06/2016WRBB01700Hospital Appointments Delays

08/06/2016WRBB01800484. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) has been waiting a significant time for an operation and if the person can be scheduled 
for an operation as soon as possible; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14797/16]

08/06/2016WRBB01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
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national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRBB02000Home Help Service Provision

08/06/2016WRBB02100485. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health to provide more home help 
for persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14799/16]

08/06/2016WRBB02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply. If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRBB02300Hospital Appointments Status

08/06/2016WRBB02400486. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health to expedite an appointment 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14800/16]

08/06/2016WRBB02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and the 
hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRBB02600Scéim na dTinneas Fadtéarmach

08/06/2016WRBB02700487. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Peadar Tóibín den Aire Sláinte an bhfuil sé i gceist aige, ó nach 
bhfuil airtríteas réamatóideach ar an liosta tinneas fadtéarmach le haghaidh cárta liachta lán-
roghnach, é a chur ar an liosta. [14802/16]

08/06/2016WRBB02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Bunaíodh an Scéim Tinnis Fhadtéarmaigh 
(LTI) faoi Alt 59(3) den Acht Sláinte, 1970 (arna leasú).  In 1971, 1973 agus 1975, rinne-
adh Rialacháin a shonraíonn na riochtaí seo a leanas a chumhdaítear leis an Scéim LTI: géar-
leoicéime; éislinn meabhrach; pairilis cheirbreach; meabhairghalar (i nduine faoi 16); fiobróis 
chisteach; scléaróis iolrach; diabetes insipidus; diostróifithe mhatánach; diabetes mellitus; galar 
Parkinson; titimeas; feinilcéatónúire; haemaifilia; spina bifida; hidriceifileas; agus riochtaí a 
eascraíonn as úsáid na Tailídimíde. Ní beartáitear liosta na riochtaí a cumhdaítear leis an Scéim 
LTI a leathnú.
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Faoin Scéim Íocaíochta Drugaí, ní íocann duine aonair nó teaghlach ar bith níos mó ná €144 
in aghaidh na míosa féilire i dtreo chostas leigheasanna ordaithe formheasta. Laghdaíonn an 
scéim go mór an t-ualach costais ar theaghlaigh agus ar dhaoine aonair a bhaineann le tabhú 
chaiteachas leanúnach ar chógais.

Faoi fhorálacha na nAchtanna Sláinte, cuirtear cártaí leighis ar fáil do dhaoine nach bhfuil 
in ann, gan chruatan míchuí, seirbhísí sláinte a shocrú dóibh féin agus dá gcleithiúnaithe. Sa 
phróiseas measúnaithe, féadfaidh an HSE costais leighis a thabhaíonn duine aonair nó teaghlach 
a chur san áireamh.

08/06/2016WRBB02900Grant Payments

08/06/2016WRBB03000488. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will introduce a hearing 
welfare allowance similar to the existing scheme for the visually impaired; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14806/16]

08/06/2016WRBB03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Depart-
ment of Health has no plans to introduce a payment as outlined by the Deputy. The Blind Wel-
fare Allowance is a means tested supplementary payment by the Health Service Executive to 
people in receipt of the Blind Pension from the Department of Social Protection.

08/06/2016WRBB03200Audiology Services Provision

08/06/2016WRBB03300489. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health when an appointment for a 
hearing test will be provided in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14812/16]

08/06/2016WRBB03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.  If you have not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and they will 
follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRBB03500Medicinal Products Expenditure

08/06/2016WRBB03600490. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health if he has undertaken an assess-
ment of the savings to the State that can be made if a suitable person with cystic fibrosis is 
placed on a course of Orkambi; if so, the potential annual savings, in monetary terms, from their 
improved health, in terms of reduced hospitalisation costs, reduced costs of other services such 
as physiotherapy and so on and reduced costs of other medications; if such an assessment has 
not been made, if he will undertake to have such a study carried out immediately to determine 
the savings which could be off-set against the cost of purchasing Orkambi; the status of the lat-
est negotiations to secure a reduction in the price being sought by the manufacturer; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [14949/16]

08/06/2016WRBB03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drugs schemes, in 
accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. Prior to decid-
ing whether to reimburse a medicine, the HSE considers a range of statutory criteria, including 
clinical need, cost-effectiveness and the resources available. 
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The decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds by the HSE, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharma-
coeconomics (NCPE). The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) of pharma-
ceutical products for the HSE, and can make recommendations on reimbursement to assist the 
HSE in its decision-making process. The NCPE used a decision framework to systematically 
assess whether the drug  is cost-effective as a health intervention

I am informed by the NCPE that following a request from the HSE, the NCPE carried out 
an assessment of the manufacturer’s economic dossier submitted in March 2016  on the cost 
effectiveness of lumacaftor/ivacaftor (Orkambi). This dossier included details on all relevant 
costs and relevant cost offsets including hospitalisation, disease management costs, intravenous 
antibiotics, adverse events and any additional costs arising in patients not taking Orkambi.

The NCPE has completed its HTA and submitted it to the HSE. The NCPE determined, 
following an evaluation of the economic dossier, that the  manufacturer failed to demonstrate 
cost-effectiveness or value for money from using the drug. The NCPE have confirmed that  all 
relevant costs were included in the analysis.

A summary has been published on the NCPE website and is available at:http://www.ncpe.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Website-summary-orkambi.pdf.

The HSE will now enter into negotiations with the manufacturer, to seek very significant 
price reductions.  The HSE will then consider the outcome of these negotiations, together with 
the NCPE recommendation, in making a final decision on reimbursement.

08/06/2016WRBB03800Services for People with Disabilities

08/06/2016WRBB03900491. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health the status of plans to relocate 
the South Kildare Network disability team to Kildare town and when this move is expected to 
be finalised; if there are any impediments to the move and if so what is being done to address 
them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14957/16]

08/06/2016WRBB04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.  If you have not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and they will 
follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRBB04100Mental Health Services Provision

08/06/2016WRBB04200492. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health the status of plans to relocate 
the South Kildare CAMHS team from Athy to Kildare town and when this move is expected to 
be finalised; if there are any impediments to the move and if so what is being done to address 
them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14958/16]
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08/06/2016WRBB04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a ser-
vice issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If you have not received 
a reply within  15 working days, please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the 
matter with them.

08/06/2016WRBB04400Burial Grounds

08/06/2016WRBB04500493. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his plans to make land avail-
able from St. Finian’s landbank in Killarney, County Kerry for the provision of a public grave-
yard for the population of Killarney and its hinterland; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [14959/16]

08/06/2016WRBB04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive (HSE) oper-
ates a protocol for the disposal of surplus property assets. This protocol sets out three options.

- Does a State Agency require the property?

- Open market sale, subject to favourable market conditions.

- Community/voluntary use will be considered only if points 1 and 2 above do not materi-
alise.

Any proposals for the property in question to must be considered in the context of the capital 
funding available to Health and the Government’s Reform Plan relating to the State’s property 
asset use and management. In this context, I must advise you that the Health Service Execu-
tive is required to obtain value for money when disposing of surplus property assets.  These 
proceeds will be re-invested in delivering much needed health care infrastructure.  As there will 
always be more projects than can be funded by the Exchequer facilities which support the deliv-
ery of core health services must be prioritised within the context of the overall capital envelope 
available to us.  Given the limited funding available and our health infrastructure needs, priority 
for funding must be based on verified service needs and all capital funding must be directed to 
supporting these core services. The HSE is concentrating on applying the limited funding avail-
able for capital works in the most effective way possible to meet health care needs now and in 
the future.

In addition consideration must be given to the Government’s Reform Plan which sets out 
commitments relating to property asset use and management.  These commitments include en-
suring that optimal value for money is achieved in the management of the State’s property port-
folio.  The development and implementation of the Property Management Delivery Plan has 
been one of the outcomes of the reform process.  This plan aims to improve the planning and 
management of the public service property portfolio by improving co-ordination of strategies 
and activities, processes for strategic planning, projects and property management, standards 
for accommodation fit-out and data capture, accountability for decision making and deploy-
ment of resources. 

The HSE must retain some lands to accommodate future services.  Considerable work is 
required in advance of any decisions.

The HSE has been requested to reply directly to you as regards its plans for the property in 
question. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up.  
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08/06/2016WRBB04700Medical Card Applications

08/06/2016WRBB04800494. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the documentation out-
standing in the case of a person (details supplied) in respect of their pending application for a 
medical card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14960/16]

08/06/2016WRBB04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRBB05000Hospital Appointments Status

08/06/2016WRBB05100495. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health to expedite the consultation and 
surgery for a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14966/16]

08/06/2016WRBB05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. If 
you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private 
Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRBB05300Health Services Data

08/06/2016WRBB05400496. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health to provide data on the number of 
missed outpatient appointments in the Mater Hospital in 2015; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14967/16]

08/06/2016WRBB05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRBB05600Health Services Data

08/06/2016WRBB05700497. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health to provide data on the number 
of missed outpatient appointments in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, County Louth 
in 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14968/16]
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08/06/2016WRBB05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRBB05900Health Services Data

08/06/2016WRBB06000498. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health to provide data on the number of 
missed outpatient appointments in Beaumont Hospital in 2015; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14969/16]

08/06/2016WRBB06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRBB06200Health Services Data

08/06/2016WRBB06300499. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health to provide data on the number 
of missed outpatient appointments in St. James’s Hospital in 2015; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14970/16]

08/06/2016WRBB06400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRCC00200Health Services Data

08/06/2016WRCC00300500. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health to provide data on the number 
of missed outpatient appointments in St. Vincent’s hospital in 2015; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [14971/16]

08/06/2016WRCC00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRCC00500Health Services Data

08/06/2016WRCC00600501. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health to provide data on the number 
of missed outpatient appointments in the Midlands Regional Hospital, Mullingar, County West-
meath in 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14972/16]

08/06/2016WRCC00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRCC00800Health Services Staff Recruitment

08/06/2016WRCC00900502. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that career 
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opportunities in the mental health service are appealing to graduates in the key areas of psy-
chiatry, psychology, family therapy and other mental health roles to ensure that such graduates 
compete for posts in the Irish mental health service as opposed to abroad; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14987/16]

08/06/2016WRCC01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Additional ring-fenced mental health fund-
ing of €160 million was provided over the years 2012 to 2016 inclusive.   Up to 1,150 posts 
have already been filled up to end 2015 from the developmental funding provided since 2012 
with 270 posts approved for the Child & Adolescent Services.  

Mental Health services are being developed in line with A Vision for Change  and Programme 
for Government commitments.  In 2016, it is proposed to advance the following development 
priorities from the additional funding: continued development of counselling services across 
both primary and secondary care including the provision of three new Jigsaw mental health 
services in Cork, Dublin city centre and Limerick; the continued development of Community 
Mental Health teams; improved 24/7 response and Liaison Services; Psychiatry of Later Life; 
Perinatal Mental Health, and two new mental health clinical programmes, specifically ADHD 
in Adults and Children and Dual Diagnosis of those with Mental Illness and Substance Misuse.  

The HSE has the ability to recruit where funding exists to facilitate that recruitment; for ex-
ample in the case of funded replacement posts or where additional funding has been allocated 
for new positions under the HSE service plan.  Recruitment can also take place in areas of criti-
cal care and emergency services.  

There is an international nursing and medical manpower shortage, leading to difficulties in 
recruiting nurses, doctors and consultants. This difficulty is being experienced by other English 
speaking countries including the UK, Australia, and Canada.  The ability of the HSE and the 
health service to attract and retain high quality frontline staff shapes the extent to which the 
HSE can maintain and develop the range of health services required. 

The MacCraith Group, established  in 2013 to carry out a strategic review of medical train-
ing and career structures, made a series of recommendations aimed at improving the retention 
of medical graduates in the public health system and planning for future needs. The implemen-
tation of the Group’s recommendations is being actively pursued and monitored. 

As the question is a service issue and in order to answer the question more fully, I have 
asked the HSE to respond in more detail to the Deputy directly on the issues raised above.  If 
you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private 
Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRCC01100Mental Health Services Funding

08/06/2016WRCC01200503. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health the reason the €12 million 
which was taken from the mental health budget was not invested in other under resourced areas 
of mental health such as the child and adolescent services, nursing or community supports; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14988/16]

08/06/2016WRCC01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The last Gov-
ernment provided additional ring-fenced mental health funding of €160 million over 2012 to 
2016 inclusive.  In 2015, the National Service Plan Budget for mental health was €791 million 
and the outturn was €785 million. The €826 million budget for mental health in the 2016 Na-
tional Service Plan therefore represents an increase of €41 million or 5.2% over the 2015 out-
turn.  The 2016 budget includes €35 million in heldback funding for new developments.
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The €35m allocation for mental health will fund new service developments.  The HSE 
National Service Plan 2016 identifies priorities for allocation of the €35 million, including the 
continued development of early intervention and counselling services across both primary and 
secondary care; the provision of new Jigsaw mental health services in Cork, Dublin City Centre 
and Limerick; the continued development of Community Mental Health teams; improved 24/7 
response and Liaison Services; services for Psychiatry of Later Life; Perinatal Mental Health, 
and two new mental health clinical programmes, specifically for ADHD in Adults and Children, 
and for Dual Diagnosis of those with Mental Illness and Substance Misuse.  The Department of 
Health is currently examining proposals from the HSE relating to the development of these spe-
cific enhanced priority services, as well as proposals for the ongoing development of a range of 
existing and new specialist mental health services.  It is expected that a decision on the release 
of the 2016 development funding will be made shortly.

Staff recruitment is a key element of these developments.  I am informed that, as staff re-
cruitment takes time, the 2016 HSE National Service Plan envisages that time-related savings 
of approximately €12m from the mental health development funding will be used, on a once-off 
basis, to maintain services in home care and transitional care beds, and for vaccine procure-
ment.  The detailed use of all development funding is currently being examined and will be the 
subject of decisions shortly.

08/06/2016WRCC01400Ambulance Service Accommodation

08/06/2016WRCC01500504. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health his plans to resolve the situation in 
respect of the ambulance service in Edenderry; his proposed plans to repair or replace the exist-
ing ambulance building; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15007/16]

08/06/2016WRCC01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRCC01700Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

08/06/2016WRCC01800505. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the reason the condition homocys-
tinuria, related to the condition phenylketonuria, PKU, is not covered under the long-term ill-
ness scheme similar to PKU; his plans to include this condition under the terms of the scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [15008/16]

08/06/2016WRCC01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Long Term Illness (LTI) Scheme was 
established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act, 1970 (as amended). Regulations were made 
in 1971, 1973 and 1975 specifying the conditions covered by the LTI Scheme, which are as fol-
lows: acute leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person under 16); 
cystic fibrosis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes mellitus; 
parkinsonism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; and condi-
tions arising from the use of Thalidomide. There are no plans to extend the list of conditions 
covered by the LTI Scheme.

Under the Drugs Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calen-
dar month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces 
the cost burden for families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.

Under the provisions of the Health Acts, medical cards are provided to persons who are un-
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able, without undue hardship, to arrange health services for themselves and their dependants. In 
the assessment process, the HSE can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual 
or a family.

08/06/2016WRCC02000National Dementia Strategy

08/06/2016WRCC02100506. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the reason there is no register of 
Alzheimer’s patients here; and if there is a reason for the prevention of such a register being 
established. [15015/16]

08/06/2016WRCC02200507. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health to establish a national register of 
Alzheimer’s sufferers; and to explain the absence of such a register. [15016/16]

08/06/2016WRCC02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 506 and 507 together.

The Irish National Dementia Strategy was launched in December 2014, with the objective 
of increasing awareness, ensuring timely diagnosis and intervention and developing enhanced 
community based services for people with dementia.

The Strategy is accompanied by a resourced implementation programme between the De-
partment of Health, the HSE and the Atlantic Philanthropies totalling €27.5 million. The imple-
mentation programme includes the provision of dementia-specific intensive homecare pack-
ages, dementia-specific resources for GPs and primary care teams, and measures to raise public 
awareness, address stigma and promote the inclusion and involvement of people with dementia 
in society. The HSE has established a National Office for Dementia to coordinate the imple-
mentation of the Strategy. 

The Strategy clearly distinguishes between actions that can be progressed within current re-
sources and those which will require additional resources to implement. Section 8 of the Strat-
egy, which is devoted to research and information systems , acknowledges the need for better 
evidence in relation to dementia, including, inter alia, improved estimates of prevalence across 
all care settings, diagnostic rates, sub-types and clinical outcomes for people with dementia. 
The following actions are outlined:  

- The HSE will ensure that data from the Single Assessment Tool is factored into research to 
inform dementia care in Ireland;

- The HSE will take measures to ensure appropriate recording and coding of dementia in 
primary care and the development of practice-based dementia registers; and

- Hospitals will take measures to encourage better recording and coding of a primary or 
secondary diagnosis of dementia in hospital records and charts to ensure that admissions, re-
admissions, lengths of stay and discharge for people with dementia are captured on HIPE (Hos-
pital In-Patient Enquiry).

It is anticipated that actions in all of these areas together with the planned development of 
the Electronic Health Care Record will lead to better information on dementia patients in pri-
mary, secondary and long term care.

08/06/2016WRCC02400Primary Care Centres Provision
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08/06/2016WRCC02500508. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health when he will establish a pri-
mary care centre in Fermoy, County Cork; and the timeline for such a centre to be established. 
[15017/16]

08/06/2016WRCC02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, this question has 
been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.  If you have not 
received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them

08/06/2016WRCC02700Primary Care Centres Provision

08/06/2016WRCC02800509. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health when he will establish a pri-
mary care centre in Cobh, County Cork; and the timeline for such a centre to be established. 
[15018/16]

08/06/2016WRCC02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, this question has 
been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.  If you have not 
received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them

08/06/2016WRCC03000Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

08/06/2016WRCC03100510. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health the options available to the fam-
ily of a person (details supplied) for the fair deal scheme who are in straitened financial circum-
stances, to cover the cost of full-time care in the intermittent period, approximately four weeks, 
until the fair deal grant is delivered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15019/16]

08/06/2016WRCC03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply. If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRCC03300Hospital Equipment

08/06/2016WRCC03400511. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health his plans for the provision of a 
second magnetic resonance imaging scanner at Galway University Hospital in view of the long 
waiting list for scans in the hospital; the progress made to date with this project; the estimated 
cost of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15024/16]

08/06/2016WRCC03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am advised that Galway University Hospi-
tals have been taking a range of actions to address the diagnostic waiting lists at the hospitals. 

The hospitals have introduced an extended MRI working day. The service performs 12 addi-
tional MRIs on patients each week to clear those patients waiting longest. An MRI out of hour’s 
service commenced in April and is now working well.

Also a weekend MRI initiative commenced recently.  It is undertaking a validation process 
to identify suitable patients for weekend scans. 

The Saolta Group is in the process of preparing a business case for a second MRI scanning 
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machine, to be formally submitted to the HSE for funding.

Further, 400 MRI scans were outsourced to the Merlin Park Imaging Centre.  The majority 
of these were completed by April; the remaining are being completed currently.  

The Saolta Group advise that  an overall capacity planning exercise, to build sustainable 
plans with respect to expansion of diagnostic services at Galway University Hospitals, will be 
undertaken.

08/06/2016WRDD00200Lobbying Data

08/06/2016WRDD00300512. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the number of representations 
he has received from Members of the Oireachtas and the number of these to which he had not 
issued a substantive reply by 31 May 2016 by month of initial receipt from 1 January 2015 to 
30 April 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15039/16]

08/06/2016WRDD00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Department does not collect data in a 
manner that would allow the Deputy’s question to be fully answered.  However, during the pe-
riod in question a total of 6,627 representations to the Minister for Health were received in the 
Department, including from members of the Oireachtas.  In the same period, 5,213 representa-
tions were finalised. 

08/06/2016WRDD00500Primary Medical Certificates Applications

08/06/2016WRDD00600513. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an application 
by a person (details supplied) for a primary medical certificate; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [15047/16]

08/06/2016WRDD00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Drivers 
and Passengers with Disabilities Tax Relief Scheme is operated by the Revenue Commissioners 
and provides tax relief for vehicles purchased for use by people with specific severe and perma-
nent physical disabilities.  The eligibility criteria for the scheme are set out by the Department 
of Finance, details of which can be found on www.revenue.ie.

In order to qualify for tax relief under the scheme, the person with a disability must have a 
valid Primary Medical Certificate, applications for which are processed by the Health Service 
Executive (HSE) Local Health Offices.  If the HSE refuses and application for a Primary Medi-
cal Certificate, the person is informed that they may appeal the refusal to the Disabled Driv-
ers Medical Board of Appeal, which is based at the National Rehabilitation Hospital, in Dún 
Laoghaire, Co. Dublin.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.  If the Deputy has not received a reply from 
the HSE within 15 working days, he can contact my Private Office and they will follow the 
matter up with the HSE.

08/06/2016WRDD00800Hospital Staff Recruitment

08/06/2016WRDD00900514. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health his plans to replace two of the three 
speech therapists in Kilcreene hospital in Kilkenny (details supplied).  [15049/16]
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08/06/2016WRDD01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.  If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 
working days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRDD01100Misuse of Drugs

08/06/2016WRDD01200515. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health his proposals to introduce new 
measures to deal with the growing problems due to the increasing availability of new psychoac-
tive substances and the serious problems this is causing; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15050/16]

08/06/2016WRDD01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): A Bill to 
amend the Misuse of Drugs Act to bring a number of new substances under the scope of that 
legislation is currently being drafted and it is the intention to publish it before the House rises 
for the summer.  In addition to this, regulations will be made to introduce substantial additional 
controls on certain prescription drugs being traded illicitly, such as benzodiazepines and z-
drugs medicines.  The planned measures include introducing import and export controls, tighter 
prescribing and dispensing controls as well as an offence of possession, thereby assisting the 
law enforcement roles of Customs and An Garda Síochána. 

Government policy on tackling the drug problem is set out in the National Drugs Strategy 
2009-2016.  The overall objective of the Strategy is to continue to tackle the harm caused to 
individuals and society by the misuse of drugs through a concerted focus on the five pillars of 
supply reduction, prevention, treatment, rehabilitation and research.  A Steering Committee, 
chaired by an independent chair and with representatives from the Statutory, Community and 
Voluntary Sectors, has been established to advise on the development of a new National Drugs 
Strategy, which will cover the period from 2017 onwards.  

A high level review of the current drug policy has been undertaken by a panel of interna-
tional experts. The report of the review is expected to be finalised shortly and will highlight the 
key issues that need to be addressed under the new Strategy.  The Committee will also consider 
the approach to drug policy in other jurisdictions and a review of international evidence on in-
terventions to tackle the drug problem.  Focus Groups have been established to advise the Steer-
ing Committee on the relevance of the current Strategy in tackling problem drug use in Ireland 
and to identify any gaps arising.  This process will inform the identification of new measures to 
address the drug problem under the new Strategy. 

08/06/2016WRDD01400Departmental Funding

08/06/2016WRDD01500516. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that additional 
much needed resources are allocated to an organisation (details supplied) which provides an 
important service in counties Cavan and Monaghan; if he is aware that demand for the ser-
vices provided by this organisation is increasing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15051/16]

08/06/2016WRDD01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If you have not received a reply 
from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office and they will follow 
up the matter with them.
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08/06/2016WRDD01700Hospital Appointments Status

08/06/2016WRDD01800517. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15054/16]

08/06/2016WRDD01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014,  has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.  If he has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working 
days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRDD02000Hospital Beds Data

08/06/2016WRDD02100518. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the number of inpatient 
psychiatric beds, including child and adolescent inpatient psychiatric beds; the number of these 
that are operational; and how this compares to the European average. [15057/16]

08/06/2016WRDD02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): The recently 
published HSE Mental Health Division Operational Plan 2016 indicates details of various in-
patient bed provision for mental health services nationally.  This includes, for example, 997 
Adult Acute beds, 76 Child and Adolescent Acute beds, as well as 70 Day Hospitals, 100 High 
Support Community based residences, 185 Medium and Low Support residences, and 93 in-
patient beds within the National Forensic Mental Health service.  The Operational Plan for this 
year is available on the HSE website.

As the issues raised by the Deputy are operational matters, this question has been referred to 
the HSE for direct reply, in respect of the detailed information sought.  If she has not received 
a reply within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the 
matter with them.

08/06/2016WRDD02300Mobility Allowance

08/06/2016WRDD02400519. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health when he will finalise a 
replacement scheme for the mobility allowance and motorised transport grant which were re-
moved from new applicants over three years ago; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15060/16]

08/06/2016WRDD02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Conscious of the reports of the Ombuds-
man regarding the legal status of both the Mobility Allowance and Motorised Transport Grant 
Schemes in the context of the Equal Status Acts, the Government decided to close both schemes.  
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Both schemes remain closed.

However, the Government also decided that monthly payments will continue to be made by 
the Health Service Executive to 4,700 people who were in receipt of the Mobility Allowance 
at the time the scheme closed, on the basis that this would prevent hardship and, on an interim 
basis, alleviate stress, anxiety and uncertainty among a vulnerable group in society.

The Government decided that the detailed preparatory work required for a new Transport 
Support Scheme and associated statutory provisions should be progressed by the Minister for 
Health.  The Department is seeking a solution which would best meet the aim of supporting 
people with severe disabilities who require additional income to contribute towards the cost of 
their mobility needs, while remaining within the available budget and satisfying all legal and 
equality concerns.

Work is ongoing on the policy proposals to be brought to Government for the drafting of 
primary legislation for a new scheme.  The proposals seek to ensure that:

-   There is a firm statutory basis to the scheme’s operation;

-   There is transparency and equity in the eligibility criteria attaching to scheme;

-   Resources are targeted at those with the greatest needs; and

-   The scheme is capable of being costed and it is affordable on its introduction and on an 
ongoing basis.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the Programme for Partnership Government ac-
knowledges the ongoing drafting of primary legislation for a new Transport Support Scheme.

08/06/2016WRDD02600Hospitals Data

08/06/2016WRDD02700520. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
for hip replacement operations; and the number of emergency hip replacement surgeries that are 
carried out in the event that a hip is broken. [15063/16]

08/06/2016WRDD02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): With regard to the specific queries raised by 
the Deputy, as these are service matters, I have asked the HSE to respond to him directly.  If he 
has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office 
and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRDD02900Ambulance Service Data

08/06/2016WRDD03000521. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of emergency am-
bulance call-outs in County Roscommon in each of the years 2014 to 2015; and the length of 
time that the ambulance took to arrive at the scene of the emergency. [15064/16]

08/06/2016WRDD03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): With regard to the specific query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly. 
If he has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private 
Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRDD03200Prescriptions Data
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08/06/2016WRDD03300522. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the number of persons under 18 
years of age who were prescribed Lisdexamfetamine Dimesylate here, in each of the years 2012 
to 2016 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15065/16]

08/06/2016WRDD03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If the Deputy has not 
received a reply within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office and they will follow 
up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRDD03500Prescriptions Data

08/06/2016WRDD03600523. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health for details of the medications cur-
rently prescribed here to persons suffering from attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, ADHD; 
the number of persons recorded as suffering from ADHD; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15066/16]

08/06/2016WRDD03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue, this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If the Deputy has not 
received a reply within 15 working house, please contact my Private Office and they will follow 
up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRDD03800Mental Health Services Data

08/06/2016WRDD03900524. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the percentage of cases seen by 
the child and adolescent mental health services which relate to activity and attention disorders; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15067/16]

08/06/2016WRDD04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a ser-
vice issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If you have not received 
a reply within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the 
matter with them.

08/06/2016WRDD04100Prescriptions Data

08/06/2016WRDD04200525. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the number of children under 18 
years of age who were prescribed Ritalin here in each of the years from 2012 to 2016 to date; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15068/16]

08/06/2016WRDD04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If the Deputy has not 
received a reply within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office and they will follow 
up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRDD04400Prescriptions Data

08/06/2016WRDD04500526. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the number of children under 18 
years of age who were prescribed Strattera here in each of the years 2012 to 2016 to date; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15069/16]
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08/06/2016WRDD04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If the Deputy has not 
received a reply within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office and they will follow 
up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRDD04700Medicinal Products

08/06/2016WRDD04800527. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the details of the most recent 
review carried out of the need for medication in treating attention deficit hyperactivity disorder; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15070/16]

08/06/2016WRDD04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Helen McEntee): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If the Deputy has not 
received a reply within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office and they will follow 
up the matter with them.

08/06/2016WRDD05000Health Services Data

08/06/2016WRDD05100528. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health to provide data on the number 
of missed outpatient appointments in the Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, County Meath, in 2015; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15075/16]

08/06/2016WRDD05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

08/06/2016WRDD05300Basic Payment Scheme Applications

08/06/2016WRDD05400529. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of a single payment to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14266/16]

08/06/2016WRDD05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a Private Contract Clause application to my Department seeking the transfer 
of land and entitlements by lease as transferee.  The 2015 Basic Payment Scheme application 
was submitted under the herd number shown prior to the herd number being changed into the 
name of the person named.  My Department is working to resolve this issue which has pre-
vented this application from being fully processed to facilitate payment under the Basic Pay-
ment Scheme. Once resolved my Department will contact the person named directly regarding 
details of his payment.

The person named also submitted an application under the 2015 Young Farmers Scheme 
to my Department.  Once the Basic Payment Scheme payment has issued, the Young Farmers 
Scheme application can be finalised with a view to payment shortly thereafter.

08/06/2016WREE00200Cross-Border Co-operation

08/06/2016WREE00300530. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
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State bodies under his remit which have developed memoranda of understanding with their 
counterparts in Northern Ireland with regard to the efficient delivery of services on the island of 
Ireland; if he has carried out a cost-benefit analysis of the development of further memoranda of 
understanding; the details of the cost-benefit analysis; and the new memoranda of understand-
ing he will create between State bodies under his remit through the lifetime of the Government.  
[14275/16]

08/06/2016WREE00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There are 
twelve State Bodies under the aegis of my Department.  Of these, Teagasc has a Memorandum 
of Understanding entitled Scientific Collaboration Agreement with the Agri-Food Bio-Sciences 
Institute (AFBI), its counterpart in Northern Ireland.

There are no current plans for further Memoranda of Understanding between the other State 
Bodies and their counterparts in Northern Ireland.

08/06/2016WREE00500TAMS Applications

08/06/2016WREE00600531. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
ment will issue to a person (details supplied). [14293/16]

08/06/2016WREE00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The applicant 
in question has applied in the first tranche of the Animal Welfare, Safety and Nutrient Storage 
Scheme of TAMS II.  The application has passed the administration checks and has been ranked 
and selected for approval.  Final technical checks are being carried out on the application and 
if in order approval will issue in a matter of days.  The Payments module of the TAMS II IT 
System is currently under development and payments will be made once the system is in place. 

08/06/2016WREE00800Aquaculture Licences

08/06/2016WREE00900532. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine the reason, even though the aquaculture licensing section is unable to renew licences 
in a timely manner, the aquaculture food business operators cannot avail of grant aid while 
awaiting the renewal of their licences, albeit they are permitted to operate as normal during this 
time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14301/16]

08/06/2016WREE01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The €240 
million EMFF Operational Programme 2014-2020 provides almost €30 million for investment 
in the sustainable development of the aquaculture sector, in line with the actions and targets 
specified in Ireland’s 2015 National Strategic Plan for Sustainable Aquaculture Development.

 The Operational Programme specifies that all supports to the aquaculture sector under the 
EMFF OP will be confined strictly to aquaculture enterprises that are fully compliant with 
the terms and conditions of their aquaculture and foreshore licences.  Aquaculture enterprises 
that have not been licensed in compliance with EU law could not receive EU co-funded aid or 
other aid and the licensing decision in relation to those enterprises cannot be pre judged.  The 
EU Commission has confirmed this position to the industry at the EU Operational Programme 
Monitoring Committee.  The Operational Programme also specifies that supports for productive 
investments in aquaculture will be available only to sites that are fully licensed in compliance 
with the Habitats and Birds Directives.  This provision affects only aquaculture sites located in 
Natura 2000 areas.
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In January 2016, Minister Coveney announced the launch of two dedicated EMFF support 
schemes for the aquaculture sector.  A Knowledge Gateway Scheme is providing grants of up 
to €200,000 to aquaculture enterprises for projects relating to innovation, animal welfare and 
disease management, training and advisory services.  A Sustainable Aquaculture Scheme is pro-
viding grants of up to €500,000 to aquaculture enterprises for capital investments in their sites.  
Last month, I was delighted to announce grants under these two schemes to 12 aquaculture 
enterprises and I expect to announce further grants as the year progresses.

I fully realise that aquaculture sites located in Natura 2000 areas where licensing decisions 
have yet to be made in accordance with the EU Habitats and Birds Directives are not in a posi-
tion to access supports for productive investments pending a determination of their aquaculture 
and foreshore licence applications and in particular pending completion of the required Habitats 
Directive Appropriate Assessments.  My Department is engaged in an extensive process with 
the Marine Institute and National Parks and Wildlife Service to complete those Appropriate As-
sessments.  The Appropriate Assessment process has now been completed in respect of sixteen 
bays and my Department is progressing licence determinations having regard to the conclusions 
of those assessments and other relevant factors as required under law.  The €30 million EMFF 
funds are available for the full period of the EMFF OP and I expect that as licence determina-
tions are made, these funds will be fully invested by the sector.

08/06/2016WREE01100Agri-Environment Options Scheme Appeals

08/06/2016WREE01200533. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a non-productive payments capital investment claim by a person (details supplied); 
if a further appeal can be made into this person’s appeal; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14302/16]

08/06/2016WREE01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment wrote to the person named on 14 October 2015 informing him that a determination had 
been made that, with the information to hand, all payments made to him under the Non-produc-
tive Capital Investment action of the Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS) should be re-
couped and he should be excluded from payment under all agri-environment measures for two 
years.  This determination arose because it was deemed that the claim for the reimbursement of 
costs for the purchase of trees under the scheme was greatly inflated.

The person named was offered an opportunity to have this determination reviewed within 
the Department by submitting further information and documentation, if they wished.  A letter 
requesting a review was received from the person named on 23 October 2015.

A further letter issued from my Department on 24 February 2016 upholding the original 
determination.  The person named was offered the opportunity to appeal this decision to the 
independent Agricultural Appeals Office (AAO), within three months of the date of this letter.  
There is no record of an appeal having being made to the AAO in this case.

08/06/2016WREE01400GLAS Payments

08/06/2016WREE01500534. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) will receive the balance of a GLAS payment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14338/16]

08/06/2016WREE01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
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named has been approved under Tranche 1 of GLAS with a contract start date of 1 October 
2015.  GLAS applicants with a start date of 1 October 2015 are eligible for a 2015 part-year 
payment in respect of 2015 eligible actions, for the three month period 1 October 2015 - 31 
December 2015.

The first instalment of the payment issued to the person named on the 23 December 2015.  
The balancing payment due to the person named for 2015, will issue after all required regula-
tory checks are fully completed.

08/06/2016WREE01700Fishery Harbour Centres

08/06/2016WREE01800535. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of the design process for the proposed breakwater extension at Dunmore East Harbour, 
County Waterford. [14344/16]

08/06/2016WREE01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Dunmore East 
Fishery Harbour Centre is one of the six designated Fishery Harbour Centres which are owned, 
managed and maintained by my Department under Statute.

I am happy to advise the Deputy that, notwithstanding the prevailing economic environment 
in which we operate, in excess of €9.8 million has been invested in maintenance, development 
and upgrading works at Dunmore East FHC as part of my Department’s Fishery Harbour and 
Coastal Infrastructure Development Programme from 2011 to 2015.

The Deputy will be aware that the flagship project under the 2015 Fishery Harbour Capital 
Development Programme run by my Department was the €6.3m dredging project at Dunmore 
East. 

I have allocated €1.66 million for works at the Dunmore East Fishery Harbour Centre under 
the 2016 Capital Development Programme.  Significant works in this year’s capital programme 
include the West wharf upgrade, Harbour Office Upgrade and Harbour Road re-surfacing. 

Also included in this years’ programme is a €160,000 project to design a breakwater in 
Dunmore East.  It is envisaged that a new breakwater would protect the existing harbour, and 
provide a safer haven for fishing and leisure vessels alike.  My Department advertised for Con-
sultants on eTenders on 17th April 2016.  The tender deadline was extended to 23rd May fol-
lowing a request from one of the consultants.  The tenders are being assessed at present. 

The intention is that a consultant will be appointed in the coming weeks to advance the de-
sign.  The consultancy work is to examine various breakwater options to give protection to the 
present harbour. 

As the Deputy is aware, all developments in the six Fishery Harbour Centres, including a 
possible future breakwater project, at Dunmore East Fishery Harbour Centre will be considered 
under future Capital Programmes on the basis of available exchequer funding and competing 
priorities. 

08/06/2016WREE02000Fishery Harbour Centres

08/06/2016WREE02100536. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the steps 
he has taken by his Department on foot of the 2015 report of the Committee of Public Accounts 
and its recommendations in regard to improving commercial management and better utilisation 
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of resources within the State fishery harbour centres. [14345/16]

08/06/2016WREE02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Commit-
tee’s report on the Fishery Harbour Centres was launched in June 2015 and followed on from 
my Department’s attendance at the Public Accounts Committee on 16 October 2014 and sub-
sequent correspondences with the Committee.  The issues addressed by the Committee were in 
the main subject of a special report of the Comptroller and Auditor General (special report no. 
82) in April 2014.

My Department has accepted the recommendations of the Committee’s report.  The report 
itself acknowledged the strategic importance of the Fishery Harbour Centres which are owned 
and managed by my Department under Statute.  The fact that 84% of all fish landings into the 
State are landed into the six Fishery Harbour Centres emphasises how critical this infrastructure 
is for the ongoing development and management of our Seafood Sector.

The report also noted that improvements have taken place in the management of the FHCs 
since the Department took over responsibility for them in October 2007.

My Department has over recent years substantially restructured its administrative staffing, 
structures, procedures and operational management of the harbours and I am confident these 
changes will continue to generate improvements in the functioning and management of the 
harbours.  This revised structure serves to provide a clear segregation of the Department’s Fish-
ery Harbour Centres control and development responsibilities as enshrined under the Fishery 
Harbour Centres Act, 1968.

A Fishery Harbour Centre Management Committee, at Principal Officer Level has been 
established.  The Management Committee comprises representation from the Sea Fisheries 
Administration Division, the Marine Engineering Division and the Accounts Division of the 
Department.

Officials from my Department have met with Enterprise Ireland, most recently on 20 Janu-
ary 2016, to discuss potential cooperation opportunities by making vacant Harbour properties 
available to facilitate the delivery of suitable Enterprise Ireland projects.  These meetings are 
now a normal part of operations and it is intended for the next meeting to take place in July. 

The majority of Fishery Harbour Centre (FHC) properties are leased to a variety of public 
and private sector tenants which support the FHCs’ role as working fishery harbours in addition 
to a broad range of other marine and leisure activities.  My Department is working closely with 
the Chief State Solicitor’s Office to regularise existing complex legacy property arrangements, 
and to gain vacant possession of other properties with a view to making them available by 
means of Public Tender.  Reviews of the FHCs’ property portfolio (213 properties) take place 
on an ongoing basis in relation to maximising returns to the Fishery Harbour Centre Fund.  Six 
vacant FHC properties were put out to public tender in 2015/2016 and leases have now been 
signed for four properties. 

08/06/2016WREE02300Basic Payment Scheme Payments

08/06/2016WREE02400537. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) has only received a quarter of a payment under Scottish dero-
gation; when the person will receive the rest of the payment; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14422/16]

08/06/2016WREE02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
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named submitted an application for allocation of entitlements under the ‘Scottish Derogation’ 
measure of the Basic Payment Scheme on 22nd May 2015.

Under EU Regulations governing the Basic Payment scheme, processing of applications 
involves administrative and on farm checks and verification of land details submitted.  These 
checks have now been completed.  The person named has received his full allocation of en-
titlements under Scottish Derogation measure which gives a total value including greening of 
€1,542.01. 97% payment issued to the person named on 11 April 2016 and the 3% balancing 
payment will issue shortly.  An official from my Department will be in direct contact with the 
person named regarding the methodology for calculating his entitlements.   

08/06/2016WREE02600TAMS Applications

08/06/2016WREE02700538. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a 
person (details supplied) will receive a grant to get four extra units in a milking parlour, a water 
heater and feeders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14423/16]

08/06/2016WREE02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The applicant 
in question got part approval to commence with the installation of urgently required milking 
equipment under the Dairy Equipment Scheme in TAMS II.  Full approval will issue shortly.  
The Payments module of the TAMS II IT System is currently under development and payment 
claims may be submitted once the system is in place. 

08/06/2016WREE02900Beef Imports

08/06/2016WREE03000539. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total number of live cattle imported into Ireland since 1 January 2016, and from what countries; 
the equivalent figures for 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14424/16]

08/06/2016WREE03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Between 1 
January 2015 and 3 June 2016, my Department’s data show that a total of 7,768 cattle have been 
imported into this state.  By way of comparison on the basis of available figures from 2015, 
imports into Ireland at the end of April 2016 were 6,013 compared to 5,723 in 2015.  The vast 
majority of these have been sourced from Britain and Northern Ireland, with smaller numbers 
coming from Denmark, France, Germany, The Netherlands and Austria.  The majority of these 
cattle were female animals who went for immediate slaughter.

Yearly total figures for 2015 show that 17,431 cattle were imported, with Britain and North-
ern Ireland again accounting for the overwhelming majority of these.  The total number of cattle 
in the national herd on 31 December 2015, was 6.32 million head, showing that for the year 
2015 the number of cattle imported into Ireland, represented as a proportion of the total number 
of cattle in Ireland at the end of 2015, was less than 0.3%.

All cattle imported into Ireland are required to be properly registered on my Department’s 
Animal Identification and Movement system (AIM) and accompanied by its passport in addi-
tion to complying with all relevant regulations regarding the importation of live animals.  AIM 
provides all processing plants with the animal’s date of birth, sex, breed, movement history and 
TB test records. 

08/06/2016WREE03200Beef Exports
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08/06/2016WREE03300540. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of roll-on, roll-off ships and walk-on, walk-off ships currently approved to export cattle 
from Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14425/16]

08/06/2016WREE03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There are 
currently three vessels approved for walk on walk off carriage of livestock by sea from Irish 
ports.  They are the MV Express 1, the MV Atlantic M and the MV Holstein Express.  A further 
three vessels are going through various stages of the application process for approval to carry 
livestock.

There are three vessels approved for the roll on roll off carriage of livestock from Ireland.  
Two of three vessels approved operate from Rosslare (servicing Fishguard and Cherbourg) and 
one operates from Dublin servicing Cherbourg.

Live exports continue to be a vital component of Ireland’s livestock industry and provide 
alternative market outlets for certain categories of livestock, thereby serving a market demand 
and providing increased competition in the marketplace for cattle.   

08/06/2016WREE03500Food Labelling

08/06/2016WREE03600541. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
labelling regulations on imported animals slaughtered here; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14426/16]

08/06/2016WREE03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Rules on 
country of origin labelling are determined at EU level.  Regulation 1760/2000 of the European 
Parliament and Council and Regulation 1825/2000 of the Commission made provision for the 
compulsory labelling of beef marketed in the Community, including animals imported into 
Ireland for slaughter.

Under these rules, food business operators are required to label fresh, frozen or minced beef 
with details of the slaughterhouse and de-boning hall in which the animal was processed as well 
as the country in which it was born, reared and slaughtered.

Last year my predecessor signed into law a Statutory Instrument No. 113 of 2015, to give 
effect to new European Regulations extending mandatory country of origin labelling to meat 
from sheep, pigs, poultry and goats.  This requires labelling with the Member State or third 
country of rearing and the Member State or third country of slaughter for these meats.  The term 
‘Origin’ can only be used where the country/member state of birth is the same as the country of 
rearing and slaughter.

My Department is liaising with the Department of Health with a view to extending the leg-
islation to include “loose meats” e.g. meat cuts that are sold through butcher counters.

08/06/2016WREE03800Farm Inspections

08/06/2016WREE03900542. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if de-
partmental inspectors are given guidelines on the number of penalties they should be imposing 
on average; if action is taken against inspectors whose penalty rate is below average; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14427/16]

08/06/2016WREE04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There are no 
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guidelines in place regarding the number of penalties to be applied by my Departments Inspect-
ing Officers.  Inspecting Officers are trained to identify breaches and to apply the appropriate 
weightings and sanctions as and where they find them. 

08/06/2016WREE04100TAMS Applications Data

08/06/2016WREE04200543. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of applications received for TAMS 1 and TAMS 2 from County Tipperary; the number 
of applications which have been approved; the works which have been completed and which 
have been paid to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14428/16]

08/06/2016WREE04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The details for 
TAMS 1 for County Tipperary are as follows:

 Applications Received: 1086,

 Applications Approved: 873.

Payments issued on receipt of claims: 604.  The remaining applicants who had approval did 
not submit a claim for payment.

491 applications from County Tipperary have been received in tranches 1 and 2 of the 
TAMS II Scheme.  The applications received for TAMS II across the various schemes are as 
follows:   

County Young Farm-
er Scheme 

Pigs and 
Poultry 
Scheme 

Animal Welfare 
Nutrient Storage 
Scheme 

Dairy Equip-
ment 

Low Emission 
Slurry Spreading 

Organic 

Tipperary 87 2 120 217 40 25 

167 approvals and part approvals have issued to date and approvals are issuing on an ongo-
ing basis.  The payment claim module of the TAMS II IT System is currently under develop-
ment and payments will be made once the system is in place. 

08/06/2016WREE04400TAMS Applications

08/06/2016WREE04500544. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of an application by persons (details supplied) under TAMS 1; when they will receive a 
decision on their application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14429/16]

08/06/2016WREE04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The appli-
cants in question have submitted an application in Tranche 1 of the Animal Welfare, Safety and 
Nutrient Storage Scheme.  Their application has passed the administrative checks and has been 
ranked and selected for approval.  Final technical checks are being carried out on the applica-
tion and it is expected that if in order approval will issue in a matter of days. 

08/06/2016WRFF00200TAMS Applications

08/06/2016WRFF00300545. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of an application under the targeted agricultural modernisation scheme one by a person 
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(details supplied); when the person will receive payment; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14431/16]

08/06/2016WRFF00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The appli-
cants in question have applied in Tranche 2 for the Animal Welfare, Safety and Nutrient Storage 
Scheme in TAMS 2.  Their application has passed the initial administrative checks.  All of the 
applications received in a given tranche have to be examined before the ranking and selection 
process takes place.  This process is ongoing and it is expected that approvals will commence 
thereafter.

08/06/2016WRFF00500Cross-Border Co-operation

08/06/2016WRFF00600546. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he is satisfied with the level of data that is collected on the issues which come under his De-
partment’s remit; the steps he will take to work with the administration in Northern Ireland 
to collect data under his aegis on a North-South basis; and the budgets he will put in place to 
undertake this work (details supplied). [14434/16]

08/06/2016WRFF00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
Good Friday Agreement the agreed areas of co-operation for Agriculture are (i) the develop-
ment of an all-Island Animal Health Strategy for control of movements and the prevention, 
containment and eradication of epizootic diseases in Ireland, (ii) the development of an all-
Island Plant Health and Research Strategy including co-operation between both jurisdictions in 
relation to plant protection products, and (iii) liaison on issues arising at WTO, EU enlargement 
and the mid-term review of the CAP.

Officials from my Department liaise closely with their counterparts in the Department of 
Agriculture and Rural Development, Northern Ireland, on these areas of co-operation including 
in relation to data sharing.  As Minister I will attend the North/South Ministerial sectoral meet-
ings and I will also be attending the Plenary meetings which are attended by the Taoiseach and 
the Head of the Northern Ireland Executive.  Both the sectoral and plenary meetings usually 
take place bi-annually.

Apart from the agreed areas of co-operation both sides use the opportunity to discuss other 
areas of mutual concern/interest.  For example the issue of farm safety is of huge importance 
to both jurisdictions and one where there is on-going significant sharing of information with a 
view to reducing the incidence of injury and fatalities on farms.  In this regard a North/South 
Farm Safety Group (NSFSG) was established and it was agreed that as well as meeting bi-
annually to discuss areas of collaboration and to develop joint initiatives to increase farm safety 
awareness, there was agreement to share intelligence on farm safety such as research material 
and grant scheme development specifications.  In addition a very successful All Island Farm 
Safety Conference took place in November 2015 which was jointly hosted by the Irish Health 
and Safety Authority and the Health and Safety Executive Northern Ireland.

08/06/2016WRFF00800Basic Payment Scheme Applications

08/06/2016WRFF00900547. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question No. 547 of 24 May 2016, if he will list the forms of evi-
dence he accepts from an applicant to the basic payment scheme, when the applicant intends to 
declare an agricultural area eligible for payment, that was previously deemed ineligible by his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14543/16]
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08/06/2016WRFF01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): All land par-
cels declared on the Basic Payment Scheme application must meet the requirements of an 
“eligible hectare” as defined in the Terms and Conditions of the Scheme.  In particular Section 
1.5 of the 2016 Terms and Conditions of the Direct Payment Schemes outlines the Eligibility 
Requirements. In particular it states: “In order to be eligible for payment each land parcel must 
have an agricultural activity carried out on it. An ‘Agricultural Activity’ means: a) The produc-
tion, rearing or growing of agricultural products, including harvesting, milking, breeding ani-
mals, and keeping animals for farming purposes. b) Maintaining an agricultural area in a state 
suitable for grazing or cultivation”.

Furthermore it states: “In the case of each hectare declared, the eligible area excludes any ar-
eas under roads, paths, buildings, farmyards, woods, scrub, rivers, streams, ponds, lakes, sand, 
areas of bare rock, boglands unfit for grazing, sand/gravel pits, areas used for quarrying, areas 
fenced off and not being accessed, areas ungrazed due to low stocking rates, areas of ungrazed 
mature heather, rushes or ferns, inaccessible areas, land that is not being maintained in a state 
suitable for grazing or cultivation by the applicant, areas used exclusively as sports fields, golf 
courses, pitch and putt courses, areas used for commercial turf production or any other areas of 
ungrazable ground cover.  Deductions are not required for headlands or for landscape features 
such as hedgerows and drains/ditches.  Where you have not previously advised the Department 
of any of the above exclusions, please outline them clearly on the map provided and return it 
with your 2016 BPS Application form.”

Where the land is agriculture area and is brought back into compliance with the require-
ments outlined above by the removal of ineligible features it can then be deemed eligible for 
payment.  In addition, it is open to the applicant to declare an area of land previously rejected 
as ineligible due to the lack of an agricultural activity where he/she has resumed an activity on 
the land and the area is otherwise eligible.

08/06/2016WRFF01100Hare Coursing Regulation

08/06/2016WRFF01200548. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
Department shares or has access to data held by the Irish Coursing Club regarding the owner-
ship and change of ownership of greyhounds; if this is the case, to supply the number of grey-
hounds which have changed ownership to a person residing outside the State and a breakdown 
by country for each of the past five years, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14547/16]

08/06/2016WRFF01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Food and the Marine does not share or have access to data held by the Irish 
Coursing Club.

Section 26(2) of the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, states that the Irish Coursing Club is 
the controlling authority for the breeding and coursing of greyhounds.  The ‘Irish Greyhound 
Studbook’ is maintained by the Irish Coursing Club.

The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine has no responsibility in this matter and 
the Deputy would be advised to seek this information directly from the Irish Coursing Club.

08/06/2016WRFF01400Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

08/06/2016WRFF01500549. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
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reason a reply has not been received to this Deputy’s representations in regard to a penalty that 
applied as a result of a ground inspection carried out on the lands of a person (details supplied); 
where in the original penalty it stated that the person had to reinstate sod ditches; if the penalty 
can be cancelled to afford the person the opportunity to carry out the specified works; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14550/16]

08/06/2016WRFF01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2014 Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas’ scheme application on 8 
May 2014.  EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and 
comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on farm inspections, be com-
pleted before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a Cross- Compliance inspection.  This 
inspection identified non-compliance under the Good Agricultural and Environmental Condi-
tions   (GAEC) requirements in that hedgerows, which are a designated landscape feature, had 
been removed and no replacement hedge had been planted.  It was noted that sod ditches had 
also been removed, as sod ditches/earthen banks are not a concern for cross compliance, they 
do not have to be replaced.  However, where hedgerows are growing on top of them the require-
ment is that the hedgerow must be replaced.  This resulted in an overall penalty of 5% being 
applied against the 2014 Direct Schemes payments.

The person named was notified of this decision on 3 September 2014.  The person named 
requested a review of this decision and this request was examined by the District Inspector 
who upheld the inspection findings.  The persons named were notified of the outcome on 18 
January 2016.  The person named was also notified of their right to appeal to the independent 
Agriculture Appeals Office within three months.  I understand that no such request has as yet 
been received by that office.

A further Cross Compliance inspection was carried out on the holding of the person named 
in 2015.  It was identified that the hedgerows had still not been replaced and a further 5% 
penalty was applied, however due to the previous non-compliance in 2014 the penalty was 
increased to 15% as required under the regulations relating to re-occurrence/repetition.  The 
person named was notified of this outcome on 22 January 2016.  The person named was also 
notified of the right to seek a review of this decision.  To date no request for a review has been 
received by my Department. In the event that the person named is dissatisfied with the outcome 
of any such review the decision can be appealed to the independent Agriculture Appeals Office, 
within three months.

The delay in replying to the initial queries raised by the Deputy is regretted.  I trust that these 
queries have now been answered satisfactorily.

08/06/2016WRFF01700Farm Improvement Scheme

08/06/2016WRFF01800550. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
criteria and guidelines that are required to be met under the scheme for quality approved prod-
ucts (details supplied). [14597/16]

08/06/2016WRFF01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Minimum 
specifications for farm fencing is set out in the Department’s publication S 148 which includes 
timber fencing.  This document covers different types of fencing such as deer, sheep and rabbit.  
The document itself can be found on the Department’s website at: http://www.agriculture.gov.
ie/media/migration/farmingschemesandpayments/farmbuildings/farmbuildingspecifications/
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pdfversions/S148July2015220715.pdf.

Grant aid is also available for fencing posts under the Department’s afforestation scheme at 
two different rates.  In order to claim the higher rate applicants establishing new forests must 
use fencing posts which have attained Irish Standard 436:2007.  Further information regarding 
this standard is available from the National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI).

The Department encourages the use of the IS 436 standard under the afforestation scheme, 
however, it has decided to continue to provide grant aid for new fences that do not meet this 
standard, but to do so at a lower rate and allowance per hectare.  A decision to continue funding 
non-IS 436 fencing under this scheme will be kept under review.

Further information regarding fencing under the afforestation scheme can be found in the 
forestry standards manual at: www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/grantandpremi-
umschemes/2015/forestrystandmannov1505011.pdf. 

08/06/2016WRFF02000Greenhouse Gas Emissions

08/06/2016WRFF02100551. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
carried out any financial analysis of the potential fines that could be incurred for failure to meet 
international obligations on emission reductions by 2020, particularly in relation to the agricul-
ture sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14611/16]

08/06/2016WRFF02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Irish agri-
cultural production is independently and internationally recognised by the European Commis-
sion’s Joint Research Centre, as one of the most climate and resource efficient systems in the 
world.  The dairy production system has the joint lowest carbon footprint in the EU.  Environ-
mentally sustainable development of the agri-food sector remains a priority for my Department 
and an independent Environmental Analysis (including a Strategic Environmental Assessment 
and an Appropriate Assessment) was prepared in parallel with the development of the current 
ten year Food Wise 2025 strategy.

 The focus of Food Wise 2025 is to build on Food Harvest 2020, with continued growth 
in the value of Irish agri-food including dairy production.  While this is likely to mean some 
increase in dairy numbers, it is not expected that there will be a significant increase in overall 
cattle numbers.

The Environmental Analysis has identified any potential significant environmental impacts 
associated with implementation of Food Wise, and a large number of recommendations in this 
regard are contained in Food Wise itself as well as in the Environmental Analysis.  Amongst 
these recommendations are:

- the establishment of a sustainability sub-committee to monitor any environmental impacts 
during the implementation phase.  This committee, with membership from key Government 
Departments, the EPA, Teagasc, the Marine Institute and academia, will (inter alia) carefully 
monitor total livestock numbers and any implications for greenhouse gas emissions.

- the commissioning of further work on the development of cost effective greenhouse gas 
mitigation measures.

The extent of the challenge to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, in line with our EU com-
mitments, is clearly understood by Government, as reflected in the Climate Action and Low 
Carbon Development Act 2015.
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I am satisfied that Ireland is on course to comply with the annual targets under the 2009 EU 
Effort Sharing Decision in the first half of the 2013-2020 compliance period.  However, there 
will be a significant compliance challenge in the years 2016-2020 which will be addressed in 
the National Mitigation Plan, currently being prepared by all relevant sectors including my 
Department.

Ireland is engaged in intensive discussions, in a whole of Government approach, with the 
European Commission to highlight the importance of ensuring a coherent approach to the twin 
challenges of food security and increasing global demand for food with EU climate ambition.  
An important step forward in this regard was taken at the October 2014 European Council.  
The recent Paris agreement further recognises the fundamental priority of safeguarding food 
production.

08/06/2016WRFF02300Fisheries Protection

08/06/2016WRFF02400552. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 561 of 24 May 2016, if there is a mechanism whereby his De-
partment and the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources could work 
together and liaise on the issue of compensation for eel fishers and the possibility of availing of 
such compensation from a European Union fund. [14642/16]

08/06/2016WRFF02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I understand 
that Minister Naughten advised the Deputy in his response to Parliamentary Question No. 561 
of 24 May 2016 that there is no property right attaching to public eel licences and consequently 
the issue of compensation is not relevant or appropriate, given that the closure of the fishery was 
applied for conservation reasons under the Fisheries Acts.

While my Department’s European Maritime and Fisheries Fund Operational Programme 
provides for compensation for permanent cessation of fishing activities, that aid is permitted 
under article 34 of the EMFF Regulation (508/2014) only in respect of fishing fleet segments 
that have been identified in Ireland’s Fleet Annual Report as not being effectively balanced with 
available fishing opportunities and which are the subject of a related Action Plan under article 
22 of the CFP (Regulation 1380/2013).  This is not the case in respect of eel fisheries and thus 
EMFF compensation is not available for eel fishermen affected by the Eel Management Plan.

08/06/2016WRFF02600Basic Payment Scheme Payments

08/06/2016WRFF02700553. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will confirm that a person (details supplied) has applied before the deadline for basic farm 
entitlements pursuant to the Scottish derogation provisions from the national reserve, if he will 
further confirm that they have been awarded their entitlements pursuant to the said provisions; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14659/16]

08/06/2016WRFF02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted an application for allocation of entitlements under the ‘Scottish Derogation’ 
measure of the Basic Payment Scheme on 30 April 2015.  Under EU Regulations governing the 
Basic Payment scheme, processing of applications involves administrative and on farm checks 
and verification of land details submitted.  These checks have now been completed, the applica-
tion has been finalised and payment issued to the person named on 25 April 2016.



Questions - Written Answers

238

08/06/2016WRFF02900GLAS Applications

08/06/2016WRFF03000554. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he has made a decision on a review of a green low-carbon agri-environment scheme 1 appli-
cation in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14678/16]

08/06/2016WRFF03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted an application for Tranche 1 of the GLAS Scheme but following the Depart-
ment’s pre approval validation checks the application was unsuccessful and therefore was not 
selected for admission to the scheme.

I understand that there may be an issue with the original assessment of this application and 
my Department is currently reviewing the application.  Once this review has been completed, 
the person named will be notified of the outcome.

08/06/2016WRFF03200Transfer of Entitlements

08/06/2016WRFF03300555. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
is aware that an incorrect value has been placed on entitlements in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Cork; and if he will arrange to correct this and issue the outstanding bal-
ance under the basic farm scheme to this person. [14682/16]

08/06/2016WRFF03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a Transfer of Allocation Right and Reference Value application to my Depart-
ment seeking the transfer of allocation rights and values by Division of Holding as transferee.  
This application was processed based on the land declared in 2015 and the person named was 
allocated 38.74 entitlements.  Payment in respect of these entitlements issued at the end of Janu-
ary 2016 to the person named.

An official from my Department will contact the person named directly to explain the basis 
of calculation of his 2015 Basic Payment Scheme payment.

08/06/2016WRFF03500Greyhound Industry

08/06/2016WRFF03600556. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he has had any contact from persons both here and internationally surrounding the exporting 
of greyhounds to China; and his position on the matter. [14698/16]

08/06/2016WRFF03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): All exporters 
of dogs are required to provide animal health and welfare certification in relation to (i) compli-
ance with identification requirements (ii) fitness for the intended journey (iii) health status (iv) 
rabies vaccination requirements.  Once these animal certification requirements are met, dogs, 
including greyhounds, may be exported internationally.  Exporters are also required to comply 
with the provisions of Council Regulation (EC) No. 1 of 2005 on the protection of animals dur-
ing transport.

I am aware that a very small number of greyhounds have been exported to Macau in the past 
two months.  I understand that Bord na gCon, which is responsible for the governance, regula-
tion and development of the greyhound industry in the Republic of Ireland and the well-being 
of greyhounds, has developed a Code of Practice in relation to the welfare of greyhounds which 
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sets out specific standards that all individuals engaged in the care and management of registered 
greyhounds are expected to meet.  The Code emphasises that owners and keepers must take full 
responsibility for the physical and social well-being of greyhounds in line with best welfare 
practice.  Oversight mechanisms in place regarding greyhound exports include inter-agency 
co-operation, co-operation with fellow members of International Greyhound Forums and intel-
ligence/information which is received from Welfare Officers during the course of investigations 
carried out under the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011.  Where any breaches of welfare stan-
dards are identified under the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011, Bord na gCon takes stringent 
actions and prosecutions ensue in accordance with the Act.

Officials of my Department have recently met with Bord na gCon and the welfare mem-
bers of the International Greyhound Forum (represented by the ISPCA and the Dogs Trust) to 
consider the issues surrounding the export of greyhounds.  Bord na gCon advises all owners 
involved in the export of greyhounds to only export to destinations with high animal welfare 
standards and that provide the expected levels of greyhound care and management as defined in 
the Code and I strongly endorse this view.  I should point out, however, that international trade 
takes place in a legally complex environment, and that national legislation is not legally binding 
on activities which take place outside the State.

In conclusion, I should say that, following the decision of certain airlines not to transport 
greyhounds, it is unlikely that the trade in greyhounds to Macau will continue.

08/06/2016WRFF03800Horse Racing Industry

08/06/2016WRFF03900557. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans to investigate a report sent to him by a person (details supplied) regarding a very seri-
ous allegation of wrongdoing; and his views on the matter with particular relevance to section 
19 of the Criminal Justice Act. [14699/16]

08/06/2016WRFF04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Horse Racing 
Ireland (HRI) is a commercial state body responsible for the overall administration, promotion 
and development of the horse racing industry.  The Racing Regulatory Body (Irish Turf Club) 
is a private body charged under the current legislation with responsibility for the integrity and 
the reputation of Irish racing in Ireland and Internationally.

Horse Racing Ireland and the Turf Club have confirmed to my Department that they have 
fully investigated all matters under their remit in respect of the issues raised by the person to 
whom the Deputy refers.

As I understand this matter is the subject of court proceedings it would not be prudent for 
me to comment any further.

08/06/2016WRFF04100TAMS Applications

08/06/2016WRFF04200558. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a person (details supplied) who is awaiting a decision on a TAMS 11 application 
decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14701/16]

08/06/2016WRFF04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The applicant 
in question has applied in the first tranche of the Animal Welfare, Safety and Nutrient Storage 
Scheme of TAMS II.  The application has passed the administrative checks and has been ranked 
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and selected.  Final technical checks are being carried out and provided all are in order approval 
will issue in a matter of days. 

08/06/2016WRFF04400TAMS Applications

08/06/2016WRFF04500559. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a decision will be made on an application by a person (details supplied) under the targeted ag-
ricultural modernisation scheme II; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14728/16]

08/06/2016WRFF04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The applicant 
in question has applied in the second tranche for the Low Emission Slurry Spreading Scheme. 
All applications received in a tranche have to be examined and then ranked and selected before 
approvals issue. This process is currently underway for the LESS Tranche 2 applications. 

08/06/2016WRFF04700Felling Licences Applications

08/06/2016WRFF04800560. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to report 
on the requirement to replant lands as per the issuing of a felling licence when the lands in ques-
tion were never the subject of either an instalment grant or annual premium as administered 
under any forestry programme run by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14735/16]

08/06/2016WRFF04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
Forestry Act, 1946, a General Felling Licence for clearfell of forested land carries a standard 
obligatory condition to replant the felled area.  This replanting condition applies whether or not 
forestry grants or premiums have been paid in respect of that forested area.

A Limited Felling Licence should be sought where an applicant does not wish to replant the 
felled area.  For any felling project which is for commercial gain (any ‘business’ such as farm-
ing, industrial, wind farm, housing developments, etc.), the applicant is required to replant the 
felled site, or to plant an alternative site in lieu of the felled area.

08/06/2016WRFF05000Greyhound Industry

08/06/2016WRFF05100561. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to consid-
er a ban on the export of greyhounds to China, given the fact that greyhounds at the Canidrome 
in Macau are euthanised at a rate of approximately one a day, amounting to 383 dogs killed by 
lethal injection in 2015, not because of injury but because according to a person (details sup-
plied) they cannot win.  [14738/16]

08/06/2016WRFF05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): All exporters 
of dogs are required to provide animal health and welfare certification in relation to (i) compli-
ance with identification requirements (ii) fitness for the intended journey (iii) health status (iv) 
rabies vaccination requirements.  Once these animal certification requirements are met, dogs, 
including greyhounds, may be exported internationally.  Exporters are also required to comply 
with the provisions of Council Regulation (EC) No. 1 of 2005 on the protection of animals dur-
ing transport.

I am aware that a very small number of greyhounds have been exported to Macau in the past 
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two months.  I understand that Bord na gCon, which is responsible for the governance, regula-
tion and development of the greyhound industry in the Republic of Ireland and the well-being 
of greyhounds, has developed a Code of Practice in relation to the welfare of greyhounds which 
sets out specific standards that all individuals engaged in the care and management of registered 
greyhounds are expected to meet.  The Code emphasises that owners and keepers must take full 
responsibility for the physical and social well-being of greyhounds in line with best welfare 
practice.  Oversight mechanisms in place regarding greyhound exports include inter-agency 
co-operation, co-operation with fellow members of International Greyhound Forums and intel-
ligence/information which is received from Welfare Officers during the course of investigations 
carried out under the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011.  Where any breaches of welfare stan-
dards are identified under the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011, Bord na gCon takes stringent 
actions and prosecutions ensue in accordance with the Act.

Officials of my Department have recently met with Bord na gCon and the welfare mem-
bers of the International Greyhound Forum (represented by the ISPCA and the Dogs Trust) to 
consider the issues surrounding the export of greyhounds.  Bord na gCon advises all owners 
involved in the export of greyhounds to only export to destinations with high animal welfare 
standards and that provide the expected levels of greyhound care and management as defined in 
the Code and I strongly endorse this view.  I should point out, however, that international trade 
takes place in a legally complex environment, and that national legislation is not legally binding 
on activities which take place outside the State.

In conclusion, I should say that, following the decision of certain airlines not to transport 
greyhounds, it is unlikely that the trade in greyhounds to Macau will continue.

08/06/2016WRGG00200Greyhound Industry

08/06/2016WRGG00300562. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his views 
on whether, by allowing and-or participating in and-or facilitating the export of greyhounds to 
race at the Canidrome in Macau through the issue of export documents and by giving approval 
to the Irish Greyhound Board to send these dogs outside the jurisdiction where the Irish au-
thorities have no control of events, in the knowledge, as stated by a number of animal welfare 
organisations, that these dogs are being sent to their deaths, he and the IGB are breaching both 
the spirit and letter of the law and are prima facie in breach of the provisions of the Welfare of 
Greyhounds Act 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14744/16]

08/06/2016WRGG00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Exporters of 
dogs are required to provide animal health and welfare certification in relation to (i) compli-
ance with identification requirements, (ii) fitness for the intended journey, (iii) health status, and 
(iv) rabies vaccination requirements.  Once these requirements are met, dogs, including grey-
hounds, may be exported internationally.  Exporters are also required to comply with the provi-
sions of Council Regulation (EC) No. 1 of 2005 on the protection of animals during transport.

I am aware that a very small number of greyhounds have been exported to Macau in the past 
two months.  I understand that Bord na gCon, which is responsible for the governance, regula-
tion and development of the greyhound industry in the Republic of Ireland and the wellbeing of 
greyhounds, has developed a Code of Practice in relation to the welfare of greyhounds which 
sets out specific standards that all individuals engaged in the care and management of registered 
greyhounds are expected to meet.  The Code emphasises that owners and keepers must take full 
responsibility for the physical and social well-being of greyhounds in line with best welfare 
practice.  Oversight mechanisms in place regarding greyhound exports include inter-agency 
co-operation, co-operation with fellow members of International Greyhound Forums and intel-
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ligence/information which is received from Welfare Officers during the course of investigations 
carried out under the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011.  Where any breaches of welfare stan-
dards are identified under the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011, Bord na gCon takes stringent 
actions and prosecutions ensue in accordance with the Act.

Officials from my Department have recently met with Bord na gCon and the welfare mem-
bers of the International Greyhound Forum (represented by the ISPCA and the Dogs Trust) to 
consider the issues surrounding the export of greyhounds.  Bord na gCon advises all owners 
involved in the export of greyhounds to only export to destinations with high animal welfare 
standards and that provide the expected levels of greyhound care and management as defined in 
the Code and I strongly endorse this view.  I should point out, however, that international trade 
takes place in a legally complex environment, and that national legislation is not legally binding 
on activities which take place outside the State.

In conclusion, I should say that, following the decision of certain airlines not to transport 
greyhounds, it is unlikely that the trade in greyhounds to Macau will continue.

08/06/2016WRGG00500Basic Payment Scheme Applications

08/06/2016WRGG00600563. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the num-
ber of basic payment scheme applications available to submit online this year; if he proofed this 
requirement of application against the provision of broadband facilities in the farmers’ loca-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14748/16]

08/06/2016WRGG00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment introduced the online application facility under the Single Payment Scheme in 2007.  
All farmers have the option of lodging their applications online themselves or through an au-
thorised agent.  Online application involves a range of advantages for farmers, which help to 
ensure the continued efficient and effective delivery of these vital payments.  Additional advan-
tages for online applicants in 2016 included the implementation of preliminary checks.  Under 
this provision, online applicants are informed, within a specified time frame, of a number of 
common land errors (over-claims, dual claims and overlaps) and given the opportunity to avoid 
area penalties as would have applied in previous years.

Since the introduction of online applications in 2007 my Department has worked closely 
with both farmers and authorised agents to make the online system more user friendly.  New 
features have been introduced including the online updating of maps, view payments, respond 
to queries online and much more.  In 2016, over 101,000 farmers have applied online for the 
Basic Payment Scheme (BPS).

My Department recognises the challenges faced by certain applicants, including those who 
are not familiar with the use of the technology that is required, or who may have difficulty in ac-
cessing the online system to lodge BPS applications.  Accordingly, my Department put in place 
a comprehensive system of support for online applicants in 2016, including:

- a dedicated helpdesk,

- one to one assistance for applicants lodging on-line applications at a number of regional 
locations in the spring of this year, and

- a similar service at its offices in Portlaoise for several weeks in advance of the closing date.

The position with regard to the receipt of BPS applications is subject to Commission Imple-
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menting Regulation (EU) No 809/2014 which sets out specific requirements with regard to 
geo-spatial (online) aid applications for the BPS.  The regulation sets out that Member States 
shall provide for geo-spatial (online) applications, and that 75% of beneficiaries in 2017 and all 
beneficiaries in 2018 must apply online.  My Department has already reached the 2017 target 
in 2016. 

My Department is committed to continuing to provide targeted supports to applicants as the 
process continues to ensure access to the BPS is not impeded and that regulatory requirements 
are met.

08/06/2016WRGG00800Afforestation Programme

08/06/2016WRGG00900564. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to 
Question No. 201 of 14 April 2016, the status of an application by a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14755/16]

08/06/2016WRGG01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The applica-
tion by the person named under the Afforestation Scheme was refused on 21 December 2015 
on the grounds that the land is not suitable for planting and is, therefore, outside the scope of 
Scheme.  An appeal on this decision was received on 5 May 2016 and has been sent to a For-
estry Inspector for review.  A decision on the appeal will be issued by the Forestry Appeals 
Committee to the applicant in due course.

08/06/2016WRGG01100Fishery Harbour Centres

08/06/2016WRGG01200565. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
he will provide funding to complete works at the breakwater at Greencastle Harbour, County 
Donegal. [14761/16]

08/06/2016WRGG01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Greencastle 
Harbour is owned by Donegal County Council and responsibility for its development, repair and 
maintenance rests with that Local Authority in the first instance and its parent Department, the 
Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government.  My Department, however, provides 
funding for the development and repair of Local Authority-owned piers, harbours and slipways 
under the annual Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Development Programme subject 
to available Exchequer funding and overall national priorities.

The primary focus of the Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Capital Development 
Programme, which the Department administers on an annual basis, is to provide funding for 
capital works at the six Fishery Harbour Centres for which my Department has responsibility.

Any application submitted by Donegal County Council in respect of Greencastle Harbour 
under a future Local Authority capital programme will be given consideration in the context of 
the criteria set out, available Exchequer funding and overall national priorities.

08/06/2016WRGG01400Basic Payment Scheme Administration

08/06/2016WRGG01500566. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
service is still accessible to persons who receive same further to a note (details supplied) which 
appeared on his Department’s help sheet regarding the terms and conditions for 2012 EU single 
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payment scheme; how it is accessed as it has not appeared on recent information documents 
issued by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14791/16]

08/06/2016WRGG01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment seeks to ensure full access to documents such as the Basic Payment Scheme Terms and 
Conditions, both in order to ensure no applicant is impeded in accessing a scheme and to meet 
its commitments under legislation such as the Disability Act, 2005.

I can confirm that in 2012 my Department did, in response to a specific request, provide 
an oral version of the 2012 Single Payment Scheme Terms and Conditions.  An official from 
my Department will contact the Deputy’s office directly to establish whether assistance of this 
nature is required by any applicant under the 2016 Basic Payment Scheme.  Arrangements can 
then be put in place accordingly, and will be kept under review for future iterations of the Basic 
Payment Scheme Terms and Conditions.

08/06/2016WRGG01700Young Farmers Scheme

08/06/2016WRGG01800567. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when he will issue decisions on applications for the young farmers capital investment scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14801/16]

08/06/2016WRGG01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Approvals 
have commenced for applications received in Tranche 1 under the Young Farmers Capital In-
vestment Scheme of TAMS II and approvals are being issued on an ongoing basis.

08/06/2016WRGG02000UK Referendum on EU Membership

08/06/2016WRGG02100568. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans in the event of a UK exit from the EU, with particular reference to unimpeded access 
to work markets for Irish beef, lamb, pigmeat, poultry or venison; if he remains satisfied that 
the future of the industry can be safeguarded in this event; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [14884/16]

08/06/2016WRGG02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The prospect 
of a UK vote to leave the EU presents potentially very significant challenges from a trade per-
spective, and that is especially true for the Irish agri-food sector.  The UK is by far our largest 
single trading partner, with CSO figures indicating that exports of agricultural products in 2015 
were worth €5.1 billion and imports worth €3.8 billion.  Recent reports by the ESRI and Teagasc 
have highlighted the disproportionate impact a Brexit could have on the agri-food sector.

My Department has therefore been giving careful consideration to the potential impact, 
looking at the areas in which the greatest risks are likely to arise and on which we will need to 
focus, should exit negotiations commence in the coming months.  Impacts are foreseen in areas 
relating to tariffs and trade, the EU budget, regulations and standards, and customs controls and 
certification.

For tariffs and trade arrangements, including the future direction of UK trade policy, it is 
clear that potential differences in tariffs could restrict trade in both directions and affect tradi-
tional supply practices, particularly for raw materials.  Preferential agreements already in place 
with third countries could require adjustment to take account of a UK withdrawal.  A further is-
sue that could arise is the freedom of the UK to negotiate with other third countries.  This could 
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present a competitiveness challenge for third country suppliers, such as Ireland.  However, 
negotiating such agreements could be a lengthy process.

As a net contributor to the EU budget, a UK exit will result in a loss of the UK contribution 
to the EU budget of between 5% and 10%, with possible consequential implications for CAP 
spending in the years ahead.

While an immediate impact is not foreseen on regulations and standards, potential differ-
ences could arise if the UK takes a different path to the EU, for example, in areas such as origin 
labelling.

Customs controls and certification issues are also likely to re-emerge, which will undoubt-
edly lead to additional administrative costs.

I and my Department are continuing to reflect on these matters so that, should the UK de-
cide to leave, we are prepared to establish our priorities for the negotiations in the agri-food 
sector and to engage in these negotiations at the earliest possible date.  My Department is also 
in ongoing consultation with our Government colleagues to ensure there is a coherent, whole-
of-Government approach to the issue.

08/06/2016WRGG02300Food Labelling

08/06/2016WRGG02400569. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which traceability continues to apply and be enforced throughout Europe in rela-
tion to all meat and meat products; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14886/16]

08/06/2016WRGG02500579. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which checking, cross-checking and inspection continues in order to ensure the 
integrity of the labelling of all food and food products imported here or into the EU and subse-
quently to this jurisdiction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14903/16]

08/06/2016WRGG02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 569 and 579 together.

My colleague, the Minister for Health, has overall responsibility for general food labelling 
legislation and new EU food information regulations which were adopted by the Council of 
Health Ministers in December 2011.  However, my Department plays a vital role in the enforce-
ment and oversight of this legislation under service contract to the Food Safety Authority of 
Ireland.

The safety and traceability of food placed on the market is the primary responsibility of 
the food business operators (FBOs).  The role of National Competent Agencies is to confirm 
compliance with this requirement.  This is done by inspecting establishments and auditing the 
food safety management systems which operators have in place. These controls are applied at 
different stages in the food supply chain.  Regulation (EC) No. 178 of 2002 sets out the gen-
eral principles and requirements of EU food law and stipulates that FBOs must, at all stages 
of production, processing and distribution within their business, ensure food law requirements 
are satisfied.  As regards traceability, the regulations require that FBOs have systems in place 
to identify any person who supplies the business with a food, and a system to identify other 
businesses to which their product has been supplied forward.  This is known as the ‘one step 
forward, one step backward’ traceability system.  There are additional requirements for certain 
fishery and aquaculture products under the Control Regulation (Council Regulation EU No. 
1224/2009 establishing a community control system for ensuring compliance with the rules of 
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the Common Fisheries Policy and Commission Implementing Regulation No. 404/2011) from 
first sale to subsequent stages of production, processing and distribution up to the point of retail.

My Department has a permanent veterinary presence at all slaughter plants it approves.  
Controls at plants only engaged in secondary processing are carried out at a frequency deter-
mined by an annual risk assessment.  An annual audit of imported products is conducted in each 
Department-approved plant, including checks on physical identity, labelling and documentary 
checks for product originating in EU Member States and third countries.  Labelling and docu-
mentary checks are routinely conducted by the Department.

The import of products of animal origin from third countries is governed by a robust leg-
islative framework laid down at EU level, controlled by Member States in the first instance 
and audited by the European Commission’s Directorate General for Health and Food Safety 
(formerly called FVO) to ensure compliance with all relevant food safety standards.  The leg-
islation establishes health and supervisory requirements designed to ensure imported products 
meet standards equivalent to those required for production and trade between Member States.  
Border Inspection Posts are also operated by my Department.  Import control procedures on 
products of animal and fish origin are extremely prescriptive and strictly audited by the Direc-
torate General for Health and Food Safety to ensure compliance and inspection finding reports 
are available on that website.

08/06/2016WRGG02700Food Industry Data

08/06/2016WRGG02800570. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent of employment currently given throughout the food industry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14887/16]

08/06/2016WRGG02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The latest data 
from the CSO’s Quarterly National Household Survey (Q1 2016) show that 53,000 people are 
employed in the Food and Beverage processing sector.  The QNHS shows that employment in 
the agri-food sector overall, and in its component parts, stood at 165,700.  Based on this data, 
the sector represents circa 8.4% of national employment.  The CSO figures are based on sample 
surveys.

Food Wise 2025, the ten-year strategy for the agri-food sector published in July 2015, builds 
on the successful vision of Food Harvest 2020.  It identifies the opportunities and challenges 
facing the sector and provides an enabling strategy that will allow the sector to grow and pros-
per.  With regard to employment, Food Wise foresees the creation of 23,000 additional jobs in 
the agri-food sector all along the supply chain, from primary production to Food and Beverage 
Processing and high value-added product development.

08/06/2016WRGG03000Food Industry Development

08/06/2016WRGG03100571. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he expects to ensure the future security of the food industry here throughout 
Europe notwithstanding TTIP or other global agreements; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14888/16]

08/06/2016WRGG03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The food in-
dustry is very important to the Irish economy.  Last year alone, the value of Irish food and drink 
exports reached €10.8 billion.  I am cognisant therefore of the need to continue to support the 
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development of the industry, based on an international reputation for producing high-quality 
food to excellent safety standards.  Food Wise 2025 provides the framework for the develop-
ment of the industry over the next decade, and I intend to work with all of the stakeholders and 
through the High Level Implementation Committee to ensure that the objectives we have set 
ourselves are achieved.

In relation to trade agreements, I think the imperative must at all times be to push hard to 
make progress in areas where Ireland has offensive interests, and to strongly defend those areas 
where threats may arise.  Taking TTIP as an example, Ireland has both offensive and defensive 
interests.  We see worthwhile opportunities in the US for cheese, powdered milks and sports 
products, and further opportunities for branded packaged butter, if we can remove some regu-
latory barriers.  Prepared consumer foods and fish could also benefit from trade liberalisation.   

Beef is a unique sector in that we have both offensive and defensive interests.  In the long 
term, any significant increase in beef imports to the EU could have adverse effects on the Irish 
industry.  That was confirmed by a number of recent studies and is an issue we have raised 
strongly with the European Commission.  We therefore have legitimate concerns about the size, 
composition and administration of any beef quota offered to the US.

We should also seek a significant EU quota for beef to the US as part of any TTIP agree-
ment.  Following the re-opening of the market, Irish beef exports now fall under a 65,000-tonne 
quota for ‘other countries’ on a first come, first served basis.  This is mainly filled by Latin 
American countries.  When we get access for manufacturing beef we would stand to benefit 
greatly from a specific EU import quota in the US, and this can only be achieved through TTIP.

I have also been very active in recent months in highlighting the potentially very damag-
ing impact of a MERCOSUR deal on the European agriculture sector, and on the beef sector 
in particular.  Ireland played a leading role in raising concerns with the Commission about the 
potentially very severe impact that a MERCOSUR deal would have on the Irish and EU agri-
culture sector, and in particular on the beef sector.  The Commission responded by excluding a 
beef TRQ from the offer made on 11 May.  While this is a welcome development, there is a need 
for continued vigilance in relation to the conduct of these trade negotiations.  I will continue to 
insist that further detailed analysis is undertaken in order to fully assess the cumulative impact 
of beef quota concessions granted under other free trade agreements. I will also ensure the tim-
ing and content of any beef TRQ offer is handled appropriately, and in a manner that safeguards 
the interests of the Irish and European beef sector in particular.

08/06/2016WRGG03300Animal Welfare

08/06/2016WRGG03400572. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which animal health continues to be a priority here and throughout Europe; the 
degree to which other European countries co-operate in this regard; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14889/16]

08/06/2016WRGG03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Issues related 
to animal health continue to be a priority both for my Department and for the European Union.  
In this context, it is worthwhile to note that a major revamp of the European Union Animal 
Health Law (AHL) was agreed by the Council and the European Parliament earlier this year.  
The new AHL provides for the adoption of a single and simplified regulatory framework for 
animal health by putting greater focus on preventative measures, disease surveillance, controls 
and research in order to reduce the incidence of animal diseases and minimise the impact of 
outbreaks when they occur.  It sets out the basic principles of animal health including rules for 
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movements of animals, animal products and products of animal origin and disease control and 
eradication measures.  It also lays down conditions for early detection and disease notification.  
Some 40 existing EU directives and regulations will be superseded when the AHL is imple-
mented.

With regard to Ireland, the position is that the livestock sector contributes very substantially 
to economic development and growth in exports.  FoodWise 2025 envisages a further signifi-
cant expansion in agricultural output, primarily based on animal production over the next 10 
years.  In view of this and, having regard to the fact that animal health is a major factor in on-
farm productivity and profitability, it is essential that all stakeholders involved in the livestock 
sector collaborate to ensure, insofar as possible, compliance with the highest animal health 
standards.  In this context, I plan to launch a consultation process in the coming weeks on the 
development of a new Farmed Animal Health Strategy framework for Ireland.  I look forward 
to the outcome of this process.

08/06/2016WRGG03600Fishing Industry Development

08/06/2016WRGG03700573. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which the fishing industry continues to provide employment in all areas throughout 
the country, directly and in the value-added food sector; his plans for the expansion in this area; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14891/16]

08/06/2016WRGG03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The seafood 
sector provides employment for approximately 11,000 people in peripheral coastal communi-
ties.

Following its adoption in December, Ireland’s new €240 million European Maritime and 
Fisheries Fund Operational Programme was launched in January 2016.  This new Programme 
will be the principal source of public investment in our seafood sector up to at least 2020.

Through FoodWise, Harvesting Our Ocean Wealth, the National Strategic Plan for Sustain-
able Aquaculture Development and this new EMFF Operational Programme, I am targeting 
growth of the seafood industry to €1 billion in sales by 2020, with growth in employment of 
3,000 extra jobs.

Seafood is widely recognised as a high-growth area of our economy.  Indeed, aquaculture 
and seafood processing are also recognised as potential high-growth sectors at EU level and 
globally.  The new EMFF Operational Programme will be a key element in achievement of the 
growth potential of our seafood sector.  It will provide the capital to assist seafood enterprises 
to sustainably grow their production, add value to our seafood exports and create much needed 
employment in our coastal communities.

The Government has made available almost €30 million over the course of the EMFF OP 
for sustainable development of aquaculture, with €33 million available for investment in mar-
keting and processing of seafood, €67 million for investment in fisheries and €12 million for 
investment in economic development of fishing communities.

Following on from the launch of the EMFF OP, I was delighted to announce in May the 
award of €4.3 million in EMFF grant aid to 51 seafood enterprises that will be the catalyst for 
€21 million in total investment by these enterprises. Some €3.4 million of that grant aid was 
awarded to 27 enterprises under the Seafood Capital Investment Scheme.  These particular 
investments alone are projected to create 316 jobs by 2019 and additional sales of €77 million 
by 2019.  I expect to announce further grant offers under the EMFF OP as the year progresses.



8 June 2016

249

08/06/2016WRGG03900Agrifood Sector

08/06/2016WRGG04000574. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he expects to continue to meet the requirements of Food Harvest 2020 and 
Food Wise 2025; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14892/16]

08/06/2016WRGG04100575. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he expects to open or further develop markets for Irish produce globally 
and throughout the EU in the next five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14893/16]

08/06/2016WRGG04200578. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he expects agriculture production to increase throughout each sector in the 
next five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14898/16]

08/06/2016WRGG04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 574, 575 and 578 together.

Food Wise 2025, the new ten-year strategy for the agri-food sector as published in July of 
last year, identifies the opportunities and challenges facing the sector and provides an enabling 
strategy that will allow the sector to grow and prosper.  Food Wise includes more than 400 
specific recommendations, spread across the cross-cutting themes of sustainability, innovation, 
human capital, market development and competitiveness; as well as specific sectoral recom-
mendations.   

If these recommendations are implemented, the expert committee which drew up the Food 
Wise 2025 Strategy believes the following growth projections are achievable by 2025: increas-
ing the value of agri-food exports by 85% to €19 billion; increasing value added in the sector 
by 70% to in excess of €13 billion; and increasing the value of primary production by 65% to 
almost €10 billion.  With regard to employment, Food Wise foresees the creation of 23,000 ad-
ditional jobs in the agri-food sector all along the supply chain from primary production to high 
value-added product development.  Realising these growth projections will be challenging, but 
I am confident that they can be achieved. 

The Government is strongly committed to the implementation of the Food Wise strategy.  I 
will chair the fifth meeting of the High Level Implementation Committee, including senior of-
ficials from relevant Departments and State agencies, next week.

08/06/2016WRGG04400Food Prices

08/06/2016WRGG04500576. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he has identified weaknesses arising from price fluctuations in the various 
segments of the food sector; if he has identified mechanisms to address these issues; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14895/16]

08/06/2016WRGG04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Food Wise 
2025, the new ten-year strategy for the agri-food sector as published in July of last year, identi-
fies the opportunities and challenges facing the sector and provides an enabling strategy that 
will allow the sector to grow and prosper.  Food Wise includes over 400 specific recommenda-
tions, spread across the cross-cutting themes of sustainability, innovation, human capital, mar-
ket development and competitiveness; as well as specific sectoral recommendations.

If these recommendations are implemented, the expert committee which drew up the Food 
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Wise 2025 Strategy believes the following growth projections are achievable by 2025: increas-
ing the value of agri-food exports by 85% to €19 billion; increasing value added in the sector 
by 70% to in excess of €13 billion; and increasing the value of primary production by 65% to 
almost €10 billion.  With regard to employment, Food Wise foresees the creation of 23,000 ad-
ditional jobs in the agri-food sector all along the supply chain from primary production to high 
value added product development.  Realising these growth projections will be challenging, but 
I am confident that they can be achieved. 

The Government is strongly committed to the implementation of the Food Wise strategy.  I 
will chair the fifth meeting of the High Level Implementation Committee, including senior of-
ficials from relevant Departments and State agencies, next week.

As a small open economy which exports the vast bulk of its main agricultural commodities, 
Ireland will always feel the effects of volatility on world markets.  However, there are measures 
in place to help Irish farmers through these periods.  I believe that moving up the value chain 
where possible, in terms of the type of products sold and how they are produced, is an important 
insulation against volatility.  The Food Wise strategy for the sector contains detailed recom-
mendations aimed at improving value added and productivity at farm and food industry level 
through a focus on sustainability, efficiency, knowledge transfer and innovation.   

Direct payments estimated by Teagasc at an average of over €17,000 per farm in 2015, pro-
vide a valuable source of farm income support and act as a hedge against price volatility.

With regard to farm borrowings, like my predecessor, I will have regular meetings with the 
CEOs of the main banks, who are all aware of price volatility issues, and are planning accord-
ingly in terms of managing their farm loan books.  My Department has also engaged actively 
with other financial institutions with regard to the development of innovative new lending prod-
ucts for the sector; and is preparing to procure an ex-ante evaluation for the introduction of 
Financial Instruments under the Rural Development Programme.

My Department will continue to engage with the Department of Finance on key agri-taxa-
tion policy objectives, including responses to income and price volatility.

While there are no specific risk management tools included in the Rural Development Pro-
gramme, risk management is one of the topics covered by Knowledge Transfer Groups.  Animal 
disease risks are covered by the Targeted Animal Health and Welfare Advisory measure.

Fixed price contracts are increasingly becoming a feature of the producer/processor re-
lationship in the dairy sector, with numerous milk purchasers offering such contracts, which 
provide producers with the opportunity to lock in prices over the medium term, taking costs 
of production into account.  Such relationships are a welcome development in terms of their 
potential to mitigate volatility.

08/06/2016WRGG04700Horse Racing Industry Development

08/06/2016WRGG04800577. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his future plans for the development of the bloodstock industry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14896/16]

08/06/2016WRGG04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Ireland’s rep-
utation as one of the leading racing and breeding nations in the world has been hard-won and 
during the economic downturn of recent years, the bloodstock industry has shown its resilience 
and capacity to come through challenging times and, with continued investment, I am confident 
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will flourish in the long-term.

Horse Racing Ireland (HRI) is the statutory body with primary responsibility for the devel-
opment of the bloodstock industry.  HRI’s ambitious plans for the development of this sector 
are outlined in its draft strategic plan.  The HRI strategic plan 2016-2019 was presented to my 
Department last year.

The plan demonstrates that the industry can provide a significant return on investment to 
the State in terms of employment (particularly in rural Ireland), wealth creation and the de-
velopment of a sustainable industry, which will continue to play a significant role in Ireland’s 
economic recovery.  In addition to economic benefits, it will add to the social capital of com-
munities throughout the country, as it has done for generations.

The overriding objective of HRI’s strategic plan however is that by 2020 the industry will 
be delivering an economic return to the Irish economy significantly beyond the existing levels 
(current return to the economy is €1.1 Billion).

I am looking forward to meeting the Chairman and the CEO of Horse Racing Ireland in the 
near future to discuss the ambitious targets set out in this document.  My Department will work 
closely with HRI in its implementation and will provide whatever support and encouragement 
that can be made available in this regard.

        Question No. 578 answered with Question No. 574.

  Question No. 579 answered with Question No. 569.

08/06/2016WRHH00400Artisan Food Sector

08/06/2016WRHH00500580. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he sees further scope for development and employment in the artisan food 
sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14905/16]

08/06/2016WRHH00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The artisan 
and speciality food sector in Ireland was valued at c €632 million in 2014 including €462 mil-
lion in this jurisdiction, with over 350 producers employing more than 3,000 people.  Evidence 
suggests that the sector can have a significant impact on local economies as businesses are typi-
cally owner managed and may be closely linked to local farms.

The FoodWise 2025 strategy recognises the value of this sector and its potential for de-
velopment and employment.  It recommends actions to help the artisan sector to realise its 
potential, including festival markets, a pipeline for new entrants to the Artisan Food Market at 
Bloom, promoting meet the buyer opportunities, delivery of small business specific consumer 
and market insights and programmes to assist producers to extend their business reach.  Bloom 
2016 is taking place over a 5 day period from Thursday 2nd to Monday 6th June.  The Food 
Markets are an established feature.  With over 100 artisan and fresh food producers involved, 
it is a true showcase for the finest local foods Ireland has to offer.  The market stalls are run 
by the producers, which provides a unique opportunity for visitors to learn first-hand about the 
products on offer and how best to prepare them.

A number of artisan businesses have to date participated in successful programmes such as 
Food Academy (developed by Bord Bia, Local Enterprise Offices and Musgraves/Supervalu) 
and Food Works (developed by Bord Bia, Teagasc and Enterprise Ireland) which have gener-
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ated new business.

Within the artisan sector, the farmhouse cheese sector includes over 50 cheese-makers pro-
ducing more than 150 types of cheese valued at over €12 million per annum at farm gate level.  
My Department is supporting a three year programme managed by Bord Bia under the EU 
Promotion Scheme to promote and increase awareness of farmhouse cheese.  It is projected that 
with the overall increase in milk production following the abolition of milk quotas, farmhouse 
and specialty cheese output could increase to just over 4,500 tonnes per annum worth around 
€33m without requiring significant additional capital expenditure.

My Department is also supporting the UCC Diploma in Speciality Food Production, a food 
science and food business course for food producers, potential start-ups and those interested 
in developing businesses and/or promoting the artisan sector.  More than 180 students have 
graduated to date, many of whom are successfully running small businesses in the artisan and 
speciality food sector in Ireland.  My Department will be continuing to provide bursaries for the 
Diploma students over the next 4 years.

Growth prospects for the sector are positive overall, driven by increased consumer inter-
est in the provenance of food, environmental concerns, health and a desire to support the local 
economy.

08/06/2016WRHH00700Farm Enterprises

08/06/2016WRHH00800581. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the steps he proposes to take in conjunction with his EU colleagues to protect the concept of 
the viability of the family farm enterprise throughout Europe; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14906/16]

08/06/2016WRHH00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The need to 
protect the viability of the family farm is an imperative that informs all discussions with my 
counterparts at European level, and I am fully satisfied that farm families in Ireland will con-
tinue to benefit in a fair and equitable manner from the ongoing reform of the Common Ag-
ricultural Policy. These twin imperatives informed Ireland’s approach to the negotiations in 
2012 and 2013, and they continue to inform the process by which the various elements of CAP 
reform are now being delivered.  Taking the direct payments system as an example, the Deputy 
may recall that Ireland proposed an alternative approach to the redistribution of direct payments 
than that originally advocated by the European Commission, precisely because we wanted to 
ensure that the direct payments system could be made fairer and more equitable while at the 
same time ensuring that the level of transfer of payments between farmers was not of a scale 
that might jeopardise our objectives for the development of the sector. We now have a system 
which satisfies these two requirements. Last year’s payments under the Basic Payment and 
other schemes represented the start of a process that, by 2019, will see a considerable shift in 
the balance of payments from those previously receiving very high rates per hectare to those 
previously receiving much lower rates of payment. I believe that this not only makes the direct 
payments system fairer, but also ensures that it continues to provide support and income stabil-
ity that will allow farmers to respond to the demands of the market. As such, it also provides a 
vital tool to help us achieve the objectives outlined in the Food Wise 2025 strategy.   

Significant steps have also been taken to encourage the participation of young farmers in 
agriculture, which is vital in terms of securing the critical role that farm families play in the 
development of the sector. In addition to receiving a top-up of direct payments, young farmers 
are prioritised in the allocation of payment entitlements from the national reserve. These direct 
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payments measures are further complemented by supports under the 2014-2020 Rural Develop-
ment Programme where, for example, enhanced support for capital investment by young farm-
ers has been made available under the TAMS schemes. 

More generally under Pillar 2 of the CAP, I am focussed on the socio-economic develop-
ment of our farms and of our rural areas so that all farm families have an opportunity to realise 
their potential. Schemes for improving sustainability (such as GLAS and the Beef Data and 
Genomics Programme) and competitiveness (such as TAMS) are complemented by continued 
strong support for disadvantaged areas (now known as Areas of Natural Constraint). I believe 
this combination provides a vital range of supports that will allow farm families to continue 
to benefit from the CAP in an equitable manner while supporting their development over the 
coming years.

08/06/2016WRHH01000Basic Payment Scheme Applications

08/06/2016WRHH01100582. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
he will issue a decision to a person (details supplied) with regard to a 2015 basic payment; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14956/16]

08/06/2016WRHH01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion under the 2013 Single Farm Payment Scheme was received from the person named on 13 
May 2013. During processing of this application dual claim errors arose involving 3 of the par-
cels declared, which are the subject of legal proceedings. An official from my Department will 
be in direct contact with the person named to clarify the current position. The processing of the 
2015 application can only be progressed once the 2013 issue is finalised.

08/06/2016WRHH01300Departmental Funding

08/06/2016WRHH01400583. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
to review and increase the level of funding available to an organisation (details supplied) in 
County Kerry to assist its vital role in communities; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15013/16]

08/06/2016WRHH01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has provided funding to organisations involved in animal welfare since 1995 in order to 
enable these organisations provide a valuable service in the area of animal welfare.  Applica-
tions for funding from animal welfare organisations are assessed by my Department and awards 
made on the basis of certain criteria, including the level and type of assistance provided by the 
organisation in the delivery of care and welfare services to animals and the level of funding 
raised by organisations from other sources to support welfare activities.  I accept that organisa-
tions in the voluntary sector face challenges in raising funds and many rely on support of vol-
unteers to assist in the delivery of services.  This is one of the reasons why financial assistance 
is being provided by my Department.  Since December 2010, the organisation in question has 
been awarded funding amounting to almost €42,000, including €10,000 allocated in December 
last to support its work over the coming year.  I am satisfied that this represents a reasonable 
level of support having regard to the current budgetary constraints.

Payments of this kind by my Department are made on an ex gratia basis and it is not pos-
sible for the Department to increase the funding already provided last December.  It is therefore 
imperative that the organisation concerned seeks to maximise funding from other sources to 
support their welfare activities and should not develop an expectation of, or reliance upon, re-
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peat funding from this Department in order to sustain its activities into the future.

The scheme for 2017 will be advertised shortly and an application form will be forwarded 
to the organisation concerned in due course.

08/06/2016WRHH01600Ministerial Correspondence

08/06/2016WRHH01700584. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of representations he has received from Members of the Oireachtas and the number of 
these to which he had not issued a substantive reply by 31 May 2016 by month of initial receipt, 
from 1 January 2015 to 30 April 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15030/16]

08/06/2016WRHH01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Written Reps 
Received

January 2015      71

February 2015     82

March 2015       110

April 2015          77

May 2015     86

June 2015      58

July 2015      81

August 2015 50

September 2015    83

October 2015    71

November 2015 118

December 2015    87

January 2016      57

February 2016 75

March 2016      98

April 2016      61

Total         1265.

Of the above total, there are currently 92 representations outstanding. 

In response to the significant increase in queries received I have established a new Oireach-
tas liaison unit in my Department.  Members may contact 076 1064460 or oireachtas@agricul-
ture.gov.ie with queries relating to payments due to constituents under schemes administered 
by my Department.
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08/06/2016WRHH01900TAMS Applications

08/06/2016WRHH02000585. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an application by a person (details supplied) under the targeted agricultural mod-
ernisation scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15058/16]

08/06/2016WRHH02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The appli-
cant in question has applied under the Animal Welfare, Safety and Nutrient Storage Scheme 
of TAMS II. The application has passed the administrative checks and has been ranked and 
selected. Subject to final checks on the technical aspects of the application approval should be 
issuing in a matter of days. 

08/06/2016WRHH02200Dairy Sector

08/06/2016WRHH02300586. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he will take to ease the financial burden dairy farmers are currently experiencing due to 
the low price of milk, given the European Commission’s refusal to facilitate a further deferral 
of superlevy payments. [15071/16]

08/06/2016WRHH02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am fully 
aware of the pressures on dairy farmers right now and I am committed to working with all play-
ers in the sector to address these issues and ensure that we have a sustainable dairy sector going 
forward.  As one of the proposers of the Dairy Forum my goal is to ensure that it continues to 
work constructively as a vehicle for addressing issues of concern to farmers and others in the 
sector. The Forum has come forward with some good initiatives for farmers already, including 
an initiative on improving cashflow planning at farm level, which will be rolled out shortly.

The price of milk and dairy commodities is determined by a range of factors, including 
supply and demand at international level. Food commodity markets including dairy markets 
have been characterised by significant levels of volatility for a number of years and this trend 
has continued throughout 2015 and into 2016.  Factors contributing to this global price volatil-
ity include the Russian Ban and the softening of Chinese demand on one side, coupled with 
increased production among key global producers, including the EU on the supply side.  The 
longer term demographic and demand perspectives remain positive, but there is no doubt that 
2016 will continue to be a challenging year.

Dealing with price volatility is a major challenge for the sector.  The Single Farm Payment 
provides some measure of income stability, and EU market support measures will have a role 
to play.  These measures are not enough on their own, however.  The sector needs to look at 
measures to reduce costs on farms, and at the development of new tools, including fixed price 
contracts, futures markets and more flexible financing arrangements for farmers.  I expect all 
of the stakeholders in the sector, including processors and banks, to play an active role in the 
development of such instruments.

I very much welcome the EU Presidency conclusions on a package of support measures to 
address challenges in the dairy and pigmeat sectors agreed in Brussels at Council in March.  
This follows on from an earlier package of measures agreed in September of last year and takes 
account of the ongoing difficulties in the sector.

In relation to Direct Payments I have asked the Commission to make the maximum possible 
provision for advance payment of the €1.2 billion in direct payments to Irish farmers.  I believe 
that this would be a particularly useful measure to improve cash flow for farm families at this 
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time.

I also believe that we should seek EU funding for further direct targeted aid for dairy farm-
ers.  I acknowledge that finding these funds within the EU budget will be a real challenge but 
in the very difficult circumstances in which our farm families now find themselves I am deter-
mined to exert the maximum pressure on this point.

The package previously announced includes a number of proposals by Ireland to the Com-
mission in advance of Council, in particular the doubling of the intervention ceiling for skimmed 
milk powder and butter.  This extra allocation has been utilised in the interim and recently Com-
missioner Hogan has indicated the Commission’s willingness to further increase this threshold 
to 350,000 tonnes.  SMP intervention is the key EU support tool for dairy markets and helps to 
put a floor under prices in this extended period of downward price volatility.  This extension 
will be particularly welcomed by Irish producers in the context of Irish dairy production pat-
terns in the dairy sector which peak during the current period.

In terms of input costs at farm level, Ireland has called on the Commission to consider tem-
porarily suspending EU import tariffs on fertilisers.  I understand that the Commission is exam-
ining this request at present.  At national level, I will continue to support the work of Teagasc, 
the Irish Cattle Breeding Federation and Animal Health Ireland to increase on farm efficiency 
and reduce input costs.  The EU Presidency conclusions also refer to the possibility of advance 
payments under CAP, as was done in 2015.  In addition my Department recently paid €26.4m 
in direct aid to dairy farmers, co-funded by the exchequer and the EU, to assist with liquidity 
and cash-flow issues on dairy farms.

I also welcome the proposal for the European Investment Bank (EIB) and member states to 
work together with the Commission on the feasibility of an EU export credit tool. My Depart-
ment will continue to engage with the Irish banking system to ensure there is a full appreciation 
of the temporary impact of downward price volatility on farm enterprises which are financially 
sound in the medium term.

It remains clear that we need to deal urgently and effectively with this temporary problem.  
We must ensure that EU farmers are protected from the worst impacts of low commodity prices 
in an appropriate way, but remain well placed to avail of emerging opportunities when markets 
recover.  Ireland is strongly positioned as a competitive producer of dairy, and while conditions 
are extremely difficult at present, Irish dairy farmers will be well placed to avail of the oppor-
tunity presented by market recovery in due course.

08/06/2016WRHH02500Credit Availability

08/06/2016WRHH02600587. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he will take to address the current access to credit crisis that some farmers are experienc-
ing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15072/16]

08/06/2016WRHH02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Primary re-
sponsibility for banking policy lies with the Minister for Finance.  However my Department 
liaises with the main banks on access to finance for the agri-food sector and, in cooperation with 
other State bodies, continues to explore new and more competitive sources of funding for the 
sector.  For example, the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland introduced an ‘Agriculture 
Investment Loans’ product last year, which has been very well subscribed.  Also, my Depart-
ment is currently preparing to procure an ex-ante evaluation for the introduction of ‘Financial 
Instruments’ under the Rural Development Programme.  All of the banks consider the sector to 
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be vitally important and have specialised offerings to farmers and there continues to be a sig-
nificant take-up of these funds.  Data from the Central Bank shows that the ‘primary industries’ 
sector (consisting of primary agriculture, forestry and fishing) continues to be a significant com-
ponent of new Small and Medium Enterprise (SME) lending, accounting for €734m or 21% of 
all new loans in 2015.  Primary agriculture accounted for €649m or 19% of the total.

In context of current market difficulties, it is envisaged that some farmers will experience 
cash flow problems in the short to medium term.  One of the initiatives recently agreed by the 
Dairy Forum (comprising farm organisations, co-ops and processors, the Department and its 
agencies, as well as the banking sector) is a programme of cash flow and financial manage-
ment training and advice for dairy farmers.  In collaboration with Teagasc, my Department has 
agreed a three part programme:

- The publication of a booklet entitled ‘Cash Flow & Financial Management on Dairy 
Farms’, which will issue to all dairy farmers shortly.

- Cash flow training to be incorporated in an upcoming programme of dairy farm walks in 
each of the Teagasc regions, where advisors will be on hand for one-to-one consultations and 
referrals.

- The development of a standardised 15-20 minute cash flow training module that can be 
delivered to dairy farmers at any stakeholder meetings held by Dairy Forum participants.

This programme will run in conjunction with the existing Teagasc ‘Get Farm Financially 
Fit’ engagement.

In addition I have scheduled a programme of meetings with the CEOs of the main banks to 
discuss liquidity and access to credit issues later this month and intend to engage with them on 
their plans for dealing with the current difficulties over the short to medium term.

My Department is also discussing with various stakeholders, including the farm organisa-
tions, any other options there may be to assist liquidity problems.  I also welcome other innova-
tive initiatives in this regard such as those introduced by Glanbia recently.

I am fully aware of the pressures on farmers right now and I am committed to working with 
all players in the sector, both at national and EU level, to address these issues.

08/06/2016WRJJ00150Departmental Functions

08/06/2016WRJJ00200588. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources which Department will have responsibility for the Environmental Protection Agency 
under the new structures. [14432/16]

08/06/2016WRJJ00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): Under the arrangements recently announced by the Taoiseach, my Department, which will 
be renamed the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment, will assume 
responsibility for the Environmental Protection Agency.

08/06/2016WRJJ00350Environmental Policy

08/06/2016WRJJ00400589. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources his views that climate change is the single most pressing issue for humanity, which will 
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impact on every single aspect of our society and economy; that it is a major mis-step at this 
time to have effectively abolished the Department of the Environment, Community and Local 
Government in the new Administration and that, notwithstanding recent reassurances, this sug-
gests to the public that environmental issues will be downgraded; that if he is genuine about 
joined-up thinking he must reorganise Departments with a view to setting up a Department of 
environment, climate change and natural heritage, which would have a remit to deal effectively 
with pressing environmental issues, such as loss of biodiversity and with water quality and sup-
ply; and if he will give a commitment that the correct urgency will be attached to the priorities 
of his Ministers concerned with environmental matters, and that they will not be seen as an add 
on or be relegated in the pursuit of corporate or business interests. [14525/16]

08/06/2016WRJJ00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): A range of functions currently undertaken by the Department of the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government will transfer into my Department in the coming weeks and the 
Department will be renamed the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment to reflect this.  In addition to its current functions, my Department will assume respon-
sibility for the following sections from the Department of the Environment, Community and 
Local Government:

- Environment Policy & Awareness;

- Climate Policy;

- EU and International Environmental Policy;

- Waste Policy & Resource Efficiency;

- Air Quality/Environmental Radiation Policy;

- Environment Advisory Unit.

There is no question of the environment or climate action being deprioritised by the Gov-
ernment.  In fact, the Programme for Government sets out a clear vision and comprehensive 
set of policies and measures for addressing our national, EU and international climate change 
obligations.  Assigning the leadership role in relation to climate action in a visible way to a 
specific Ministry, which also has responsibility for the energy and environment briefs, elevates 
the importance that the Government attaches to this issue and brings greater coherence to its 
management.  Cross-Government management of climate and environmental issues will be 
addressed bilaterally with other Government Departments, through the relevant Cabinet Com-
mittees and at Cabinet when necessary.

I look forward to engaging actively on this agenda.

08/06/2016WRJJ00550Departmental Functions

08/06/2016WRJJ00600590. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if the natural heritage, environment, division and the water quality section will fall 
under the remit of the Minister for communications, climate change and natural resources; if 
his Department will have the word “environment” included in its title; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [14532/16]

08/06/2016WRJJ00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): A range of functions currently undertaken by the Department of the Environment, Com-
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munity and Local Government will transfer into my Department in the coming weeks and the 
Department will be renamed the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment to reflect this.  In addition to its current functions, my Department will assume respon-
sibility for the following sections from the Department of the Environment, Community and 
Local Government:

- Environment Policy & Awareness;

- Climate Policy;

- EU and International Environmental Policy;

- Waste Policy & Resource Efficiency;

- Air Quality/Environmental Radiation Policy;

- Environment Advisory Unit.

The heritage functions currently discharged by the Department of Arts, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht will remain with that Department under its new title of the Department of Regional 
Development, Rural Affairs, Arts and the Gaeltacht. 

Water Quality will be the responsibility of the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government.

08/06/2016WRJJ00750Departmental Functions

08/06/2016WRJJ00800591. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources when his decision to move environment related policy into a single Department 
with responsibility for climate change and energy will be implemented; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14653/16]

08/06/2016WRJJ00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): A range of functions currently undertaken by the Department of the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government will transfer into my Department in the coming weeks and the 
Department will be renamed the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment to reflect this.  In addition to its current functions, my Department will assume respon-
sibility for the following sections from the Department of the Environment, Community and 
Local Government:

-  Environment Policy & Awareness;

-  Climate Policy;

-  EU and International Environmental Policy;

-  Waste Policy & Resource Efficiency;

-  Air Quality/Environmental Radiation Policy;

-  Environment Advisory Unit

My Department is liaising  with the Department of the Environment, Community and Local 
Government on the timescale for the finalisation of the transfer of functions order and both De-
partments are working on the legal, resource and logistics issues to ensure the implementation 
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of the change occurs as soon as possible.

08/06/2016WRJJ00950Inland Fisheries Stocks

08/06/2016WRJJ01000592. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the amount Inland Fisheries Ireland spent on the pike culling and removal 
of pike in loughs Corrib, Mask, Conn, Cullin, Sheelin, Arrow and Carra since 1996; his views 
on if this has been a worthy process with particular emphasis on the loss of revenue to hote-
liers and accommodation along said waterways; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[14700/16]

08/06/2016WRJJ01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): I am advised by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) that the National Pike policy, and similar 
policies for Bass and Trout, were launched in August 2014.  The Pike Policy was agreed with 
the Irish Federation of Pike Angling Clubs, the Trout Anglers Federation of Ireland and the Na-
tional Association of Recreational Anglers.  It was expected that the policy would be reviewed 
following 3 years of its implementation     

However, I understand that IFI has already commenced the process of examining all rel-
evant and appropriate data to inform the review of these policies.  This process was initiated in 
January 2016 and includes the examination of:

-  The current stock management programme, including resource usage, fish transfer and 
health and safety;

-  Marketing and socio-economic information to include actual and potential economic val-
ue;

-  Scientific information to provide advice and to consider the scientific merits of the pro-
cesses being currently undertaken. 

An important element of the review will be a public consultation process to ensure that 
anglers and other stakeholders have sufficient time to consider the existing policies and make 
submissions that will inform the review.  IFI committed to the public consultation to ensure that 
the decision-making process around policy formation is better informed and more rigorous and 
accountable. 

The latest available information as regards financial and time inputs to this activity by IFI, 
since its establishment in 2010, is publicly available on IFI’s website at the following link 
http://www.fisheriesireland.ie/FAQ/faq.html.  I will provide the Deputy with a copy in the post.

08/06/2016WRJJ01150Broadband Service Provision

08/06/2016WRJJ01200593. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources the tendering procedure for the roll-out of broadband in County Longford and a specific 
timeframe for it. [14254/16]

08/06/2016WRJJ01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed services to every city, 
town, village and individual premises in Ireland.  The Programme for a Partnership Govern-
ment commits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved through 
private investment by commercial telecommunications companies and through a State inter-
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vention in areas where commercial investment is not forthcoming.

The High Speed Broadband Map 2020, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie shows 
the extent of the State Intervention area, which is the subject of procurement.  The areas marked 
BLUE represent those areas where commercial providers are either currently delivering or have 
plans to deliver high speed broadband services.  The Department continues to monitor the com-
mercial deployment plans in the BLUE area where commercial operators have committed to 
providing services, to ensure that those services are delivered.

The areas marked AMBER on the High Speed Broadband Map represent the target areas for 
the State Intervention.

Members of the public can view whether their premises are in the BLUE or AMBER area 
by accessing the High Speed Broadband Map and entering their Eircode.  The map provides 
information on a county by county basis with a breakdown of coverage across the townlands in 
every county including County Longford.

My Department continues to actively monitor the deployment plans  in the BLUE area 
where commercial operators have committed to providing services, to ensure those services are 
delivered.  I would encourage consumers and business owners  to contact my Department at 
broadband@dcenr.gov.ie where specific problems arise in relation to provision by commercial 
operators of High Speed Broadband services in the BLUE area.

There are over 750,000 premises in the AMBER area, and these are the focus of the procure-
ment process, which formally commenced in December 2015 with the publication of the Pre-
Qualification Questionnaire (‘PQQ’) and Project Information Memorandum.  The procurement 
takes the form of a competitive dialogue which is complex and involves several steps:

- Step 1: Publication of the Pre-qualification Questionnaire – this step was launched on 22 
December 2015

- Step 2: The responses by telecoms operators to Step 1 are received.  - Five responses were 
received to this stage of the process, by the deadline of 31 March (which was extended by one 
month, from 29 February to 31 March at the request of bidders).  These responses are currently 
being evaluated and will result in a list of qualifying bidders being invited to dialogue with the 
Department;

- Step 3: The commencement of detailed technical and financial negotiations with qualified 
bidders (Invitation to Participate in Dialogue).  This is scheduled to commence within the next 
month and will take a number of months;

- Step 4: Following the detailed negotiations outlined in Step 3, bidders submit draft bids 
for further dialogue;

- Step 5: Bidders will then submit final, formal tenders for evaluation;

- Step 6: The formal tenders submitted by bidders will be evaluated;

- Step 7: Preferred bidder or bidders are identified;

- Step 8: A contract or contracts will be awarded.

The timing of each stage of the procurement is dependent on a number of factors including 
the number of bidders short-listed and the complexities that may be encountered during the 
dialogue process.  Bidders will need several months to prepare their draft bids and their final 
formal bids and to get the relevant shareholder and funding approvals at these stages of the 
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process.  It is expected that contract(s) will be awarded in June 2017. 

As part of the competitive process, the Department will engage with winning bidder(s) on 
the best rollout strategy, in order to target areas of particularly poor service, business needs and/
or high demand.  This will need to be balanced with the most efficient network rollout plan.  A 
prioritisation programme will be put in place in this regard, in consultation with the Minister 
for Regional Development, Rural Affairs, Arts and the Gaeltacht.  A detailed rollout plan for the 
network will be published once contract(s) are in place.

In parallel with the procurement process, and in line with the Programme for a Partnership 
Government, my colleague, Minister Heather Humphreys will lead on the establishment of 
county or regional broadband taskforces, working with Local Authorities, Local Enterprise Of-
fices, LEADER Groups and other relevant agencies to help accelerate the broadband network 
build in rural Ireland, once contract(s) have been awarded.

08/06/2016WRJJ01350Cross-Border Co-operation

08/06/2016WRJJ01400594. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the State bodies under his remit which have developed memorandums of understand-
ing with his counterpart in Northern Ireland with regard to the efficient delivery of services on 
the island of Ireland; if he has carried out a cost-benefit analysis of the development of further 
memorandums of understanding; the details of the cost-benefit analysis; and the new memo-
randums of understanding he will be creating between State bodies under his remit through the 
lifetime of this Government. [14278/16]

08/06/2016WRJJ01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): Of the state bodies under the remit of my Department, the Commission for Energy Regu-
lation (CER) and the Utility Regulator for Northern Ireland signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing in 2014, which outlines how they can maintain and facilitate effective and mutually 
beneficial co-operation and collaboration between their respective organisations in Ireland and 
Northern Ireland, details of which are available at the following link on the CER website: 
Memorandum of Understanding between Utility Regulator N. Ireland and Commission for En-
ergy Regulation.

In respect of Invasive species, IFI have had significant working relationships with the Inva-
sive Species Ireland programme a cross border body set up by the national parks and wildlife 
service (NPWS) and the Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA).  In this regard a num-
ber of species alerts for a range of aquatic invasive species, including Asian clam (Corbicula 
fluminea) were produced.  These are available on the invasive species Ireland website (http://
invasivespeciesireland.com/species-alerts/freshwater-invasive-species/). More recently IFI 
have engaged in dialogue, and shared information with the Lough’s Agency in relation to the 
discovery of the Asian clam in the River Foyle.

There are no new Memoranda of Understandings in development or planned and for this 
reason, no cost benefit data analysis has been prepared in this area.

08/06/2016WRJJ01550Wind Energy Guidelines

08/06/2016WRJJ01600595. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the complaints received by his Department regarding noise, nuisance and shadow 
flicker issues arising from wind farms, by county; if there is a formal register of such com-
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plaints; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14360/16]

08/06/2016WRJJ01700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): Depending on the size and nature of a project, the authorisation of wind farms is a matter 
for the relevant planning authority or An Bord Pleanála and I have no function in the matter.

The Programme for Government commits to updating the wind energy planning develop-
ment guidelines within 3 to 6 months of the formation of Government, to ensure an appropriate 
balance between the concerns of local communities in relation to matters such as noise and 
shadow flicker and the need to invest in indigenous renewable energy projects for the purpose 
of assisting in the achievement of our EU renewable energy targets.  The Programme for Gov-
ernment also recognises the importance of community participation in renewable energy. 

In accordance with the commitment in the Programme for Government, the Department of 
Environment, Community and Local Government, in consultation with my Department and 
within the timeframe specified in the Programme for Government, will bring to Government 
revised Wind Energy Planning Development Guidelines.  The issues of community benefit and 
participation will be further considered and developed as part of this ongoing process.  

My Department does not maintain a formal register of complaints in regard to any aspect of 
wind farm development or management.

08/06/2016WRJJ01750Ministerial Responsibilities

08/06/2016WRJJ01800596. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he is aware of the concerns of the public regarding the lack of environmental 
policy in the remit of a Cabinet Minister; the reason for this; how he will ensure environmental 
policy will be included within the remit of his Department; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14413/16]

08/06/2016WRJJ01900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): A range of functions currently undertaken by the Department of the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government will transfer into my Department in the coming weeks and the 
Department will be renamed the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment to reflect this.  In addition to its current functions, my Department will assume respon-
sibility for the following sections from the Department of the Environment, Community and 
Local Government:

- Environment Policy & Awareness;

- Climate Policy;

- EU and International Environmental Policy;

- Waste Policy & Resource Efficiency;

- Air Quality/Environmental Radiation Policy;

- Environment Advisory Unit.

08/06/2016WRJJ01950Cross-Border Co-operation

08/06/2016WRJJ02000597. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
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Resources if he is satisfied with the level of data that is collected on the issues which come un-
der his Department’s remit; the steps he will take to work with the Administration in Northern 
Ireland to collect data under his aegis on a North-South basis; and the budget he will put in 
place to undertake this work (details supplied).  [14437/16]

08/06/2016WRJJ02100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): My Department is pro-active with our respective counterparts in Northern Ireland in fa-
cilitating data collection and analysis as part of collaborative arrangements in sectorial areas.  
Examples which may be of interest to the Deputy include:

 - the Single Electricity Market (SEM) which is the wholesale electricity market for the 
island of Ireland, regulated jointly by the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) and its 
counterpart in Belfast, the Utility Regulator (UR).  The decision-making body which governs 
the market is the SEM Committee, consisting of the CER, the Utility Regulator as well as an 
independent member (who also has a deputy), with each entity having one vote.  The SEM is 
operated by the Single Electricity Market Operator (SEMO), which facilitates the continuous 
operation and administration of the Single Electricity Market.  Under legislation in Ireland and 
Northern Ireland, the operation of this market is subject to the regulation of the CER and UR.  
Market-related data is available in the public domain via the SEMO website: http://www.sem-o.
com/Pages/default.aspx.

 - Historic market data is available in the SEM Committee quarterly market monitoring re-
ports available on the SEM Committee website.  The most recent quarterly report is available 
at this link:https://www.semcommittee.com/sites/semcommittee.com/files/media-files/SEM-16-
014%20MMU%20Quarterly%20Report%20Q4%202015.pdf.

 - Cyber Security has become a significant issue and my Department has a formal informa-
tion sharing arrangement with the UK Authorities, including  Northern Ireland, which is main-
tained on an on-going basis.

 - Co-operation on a North South basis is on-going within the inland fisheries area.  In the 
context of research, assessment and data gathering, the Standing Scientific Committees for key 
fish species are comprised of scientists from across the island of Ireland.  Proposals are under 
discussion with our colleagues in Northern Ireland in relation to further strengthening this col-
laboration.

In respect of Invasive species, IFI have had significant working relationships with the Inva-
sive Species Ireland programme a cross border body set up by the national parks and wildlife 
service (NPWS) and the Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA).  In this regard a num-
ber of species alerts for a range of aquatic invasive species, including Asian clam (Corbicula 
fluminea) were produced.  These are available on the invasive species Ireland website http://in-
vasivespeciesireland.com/species-alerts/freshwater-invasive-species/.  More recently IFI have 
engaged in dialogue, and shared information with the Lough’s Agency in relation to the discov-
ery of the Asian clam in the River Foyle.

The cost of data collection and analysis is managed within existing budgets.

My department will continue to explore the possibilities for further collaboration as oppor-
tunities arise.

08/06/2016WRKK00200National Broadband Plan

08/06/2016WRKK00300598. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
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Resources the status of the national broadband plan with reference to the Foynes area, County 
Limerick, and with particular reference to Marine Cove Estate, Foynes, County Limerick; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14536/16]

08/06/2016WRKK00400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to deliver high speed services to every city, 
town, village and individual premises in Ireland.  The Programme for a Partnership Govern-
ment commits to the delivery of the NBP as a matter of priority.  This is being achieved through 
private investment by commercial telecommunications companies and through a State inter-
vention in areas where commercial investment is not forthcoming.

The High Speed Broadband Map 2020, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie shows 
the extent of the State Intervention area, which is the subject of procurement.  The areas marked 
BLUE represent those areas where commercial providers are either currently delivering or have 
plans to deliver high speed broadband services.  The areas marked AMBER on the High Speed 
Broadband Map represent the target areas for the State Intervention.  The map provides in-
formation on a county by county basis with a breakdown of coverage across the townlands in 
every county including County Limerick.

Based on information provided by commercial operators, significant parts of Marine Cove 
and Foynes will be covered by commercial operators with any remaining premises being part 
of the State Intervention.  Members of the public can view whether their premises in  Limerick 
are in the BLUE or AMBER area by accessing the High Speed Broadband Map and entering 
their Eircode.

My Department continues to actively monitor the deployment plans in the BLUE area 
where commercial operators have committed to providing services, to ensure those services are 
delivered.  I would encourage consumers and business owners  to contact my Department at 
broadband@dcenr.gov.ie where specific problems arise in relation to provision by commercial 
operators of High Speed Broadband services in the BLUE area.

Over 750,000 premises are the focus of the procurement process, which formally com-
menced in December 2015 with the publication of the Pre-Qualification Questionnaire ( ‘PQQ’) 
and Project Information Memorandum.  Five responses were received from prospective bidders 
to this stage of the competitive procurement process by the deadline of 31 March 2016.  The 
five responses are being assessed in line with the criteria set down by the Department with a 
view to shortlisting the qualified bidders to proceed to the next stage of procurement.

The second stage in the procurement process will be a formal invitation to Participate in 
Dialogue (ITPD) to short-listed bidders.  I expect that my Department will move to this stage 
in the next month.  The third stage of the procurement process involves the issue of final tender 
documentation which follows the dialogue process.  Following the submission of final ten-
ders by bidders, a winning bidder(s) will be selected for the contract which will comprise one 
or two lots as set out in the NBP Intervention Strategy.  The Department will then enter into 
formal contract negotiations with the winning bidder(s).  It is expected that contract(s) will be 
awarded by June 2017.

As part of the competitive process, the Department will engage with winning bidder(s) on 
the best roll-out strategy, in order to target areas of particularly poor service, business needs 
and/or high demand.  This will need to be balanced with the most efficient network roll-out 
plan.  A prioritisation programme will be put in place in this regard, in consultation with the 
Minister for Regional Development, Rural Affairs, Arts and the Gaeltacht.  A detailed roll-out 
plan for the network will be published once contract(s) are in place.
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The Programme for a Partnership Government commits also to measures to assist in the 
roll-out of the network once a contract is awarded.  In this regard, Minister Humphreys will lead 
on the establishment of county or regional broadband taskforces, working with Local Authori-
ties, Local Enterprise Offices, LEADER Groups and other relevant agencies to help accelerate 
the broadband network build in rural Ireland, once a contract(s) has been awarded.

08/06/2016WRKK00500Departmental Properties

08/06/2016WRKK00600599. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources to confirm that the Digital Hub has no objection to extending the lease for the Brú 
Aimsir emergency accommodation on James’s Street, Dublin 8.  [14730/16]

08/06/2016WRKK00700600. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if the Digital Hub has an objection to extending the Brú Aimsir emergency bed facility 
beyond 31 May 2016; and if there is no objection, for how long will it be extended.  [14798/16]

08/06/2016WRKK00800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): I propose to take Questions Nos. 599 and 600 together. 

The Programme for a Partnership Government has committed to addressing the housing 
shortage and homelessness, and is committed to publishing, within the first 100 days, a new 
Action Plan for Housing which will contain a specific section on preventing homelessness.  

The accommodation referred to in the Questions is located in a warehouse property owned 
by the Digital Hub Development Agency (DHDA), which operates under the aegis of my De-
partment.  My predecessor granted his consent to grant a lease, including two extensions there-
to, to Dublin City Council (DCC) to use the vacant warehouse as a temporary cold weather 
emergency facility. 

Any extension of the lease on the property is a matter for DCC and the DHDA in the first 
instance.  I understand that DCC and DHDA are in discussions about the possibility of further 
extending the term of the lease, and I will consider any related request for Ministerial consent 
as a matter of priority.

08/06/2016WRKK00900Broadband Service Provision

08/06/2016WRKK01000601. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his proposals to apply a universal service obligation on broadband telecommunica-
tions providers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14979/16]

08/06/2016WRKK01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): In accordance with the EU Electronic Communications Regulatory framework the tele-
communications networks and services occurs within a fully liberalised market, regulated by 
the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg).  The  framework allows national 
regulatory authorities to intervene in the competitive market to ensure at least one telecommu-
nications services provider meets all reasonable requests from the public for basic telephony 
services, including voice telephony, fax and basic internet access, as  EU universal public ac-
cess rights.  In Ireland, this obligation is currently assigned to eir.

Imposing a USO for high speed broadband services funded by a levy on industry could be 
challenging under the current EU regulatory framework.  My Department is however in discus-
sion with ComReg as to whether USO may be a viable instrument in certain instances, and has 



8 June 2016

267

raised the matter at EU level ahead of a major review of the EU Electronic Communications 
Regulatory Framework.

08/06/2016WRKK01200Renewable Energy Projects

08/06/2016WRKK01300602. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will consider a new proposal (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15020/16]

08/06/2016WRKK01400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): The Programme for Government recognises the importance of community participation 
in renewable energy and energy efficiency projects as it is in both the national and local inter-
est.  The analysis and public consultation on the new renewable electricity support scheme will 
include mechanisms to enable community participation in renewable energy projects.

The issue of Grid access is a matter for the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER).  I 
would point out in this regard that the CER launched a ‘Review of Connection and Grid Access 
Policy’ in December 2015.  The consultation document published on 11th December provided 
the Commission’s ‘Initial Thinking & Proposed Transitional Arrangements’.  The consultation 
closed on 29th Jan 2016 and the responses were published on 10th March 2016 on www.cer.
ie.  Section 4.4.6 of the consultation dealt specifically with community based schemes.  This 
section requested responses to outline what specific issues should be taken into consideration 
regarding community based schemes and the outcome of the Commission’s review is awaited.

08/06/2016WRKK01500Ministerial Correspondence

08/06/2016WRKK01600603. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the number of representations he has received from Members of the Oireachtas and 
the number of these to which he had not issued a substantive reply by 31 May 2016, by month 
of initial receipt, from 1 January 2015 to 30 April 2016; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15033/16]

08/06/2016WRKK01700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Denis Naugh-
ten): The system that records representations does not differentiate between the representations 
from Members of the Oireachtas and others.

The total number of representations received from 1 January 2015 to 30 April 2016, is 1,473 
while the number outstanding is 173.

08/06/2016WRKK01800Noise Pollution

08/06/2016WRKK01900604. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport about 
the European Union directive or legislation on noise abatement, if any, is due to come into ef-
fect in 2017; if domestic legislation is required to give effect to an EU directive; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14335/16]

08/06/2016WRKK02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  I can confirm to the 
Deputy that new European Union legislation is to apply in this area from 2016, not from 2017 
as mentioned in the Deputy’s Question.  Regulation (EU) No 598/2014 enters into force on 13 
June 2016 and is binding in its entirety on EU Member States from that date.  Domestic legisla-



Questions - Written Answers

268

tion is required however for the purposes of clarifying national arrangements for the appropriate 
implementation of the requirements of this EU Regulation in Ireland.  My Department, along 
with the Office of the Attorney General and the Department of Planning and Local Government, 
is engaged in discussions regarding the finalisation of these arrangements.

08/06/2016WRKK02100Local Improvement Scheme Funding

08/06/2016WRKK02200605. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when he 
will provide funding for the local improvement schemes; the amount he intends to provide; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14588/16]

08/06/2016WRKK02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Local Improve-
ment Scheme (LIS) remains in place this year.  This Scheme provides funding for private roads 
and laneways, the maintenance and improvement of which is, in the first instance, a matter for 
the relevant landowner.  While the LIS does not have a ring-fenced allocation in 2016, local 
authorities may use a proportion of State grant funding (15% of the Discretionary Grant) for 
LIS should they wish to do so.  In addition Councils can also provide monies from their own 
resources towards LIS.

The Programme for a Partnership Government provides that, as the economy recovers, the 
Government will promote increased funding for Local Improvement Schemes, on an annual 
basis.  A major objective for the new Government will be to prioritise new investment in local 
and regional road maintenance and improvements, and LIS funding will be promoted in that 
context.

08/06/2016WRKK02400Air Services Provision

08/06/2016WRKK02500606. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on the situation relating to the air traffic controller strikes in France; to provide detailed 
dates and routes that are affected in respect of the strikes; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14733/16]

08/06/2016WRKK02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The most recent ac-
tion threatened by air traffic controllers in France covering a three-day period from 3 June 
2016 has been called off.  There has nevertheless been unwelcome disruption for some travel-
lers as a result of some flight cancellations.  Decisions on individual flight postponements or 
cancellations are matters for the airlines concerned.

08/06/2016WRKK02700Road Projects Status

08/06/2016WRKK02800607. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
the upgrade for the N4 from Mullingar to Rooskey. [14255/16]

08/06/2016WRKK02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As I outlined to the 
Deputy in my reply to PQ No. 869 of 31 May 2016 concerning the N4, as Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road proj-
ects (including the N4) is a matter for the Transport Infrastructure Ireland (formerly known as 
the NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.
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Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for TII in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not  receive a reply within 10 working days.

08/06/2016WRLL00150Tourism Funding

08/06/2016WRLL00200608. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport to outline 
the funding available from Fáilte to the Midlands-Lakeland district. [14257/16]

08/06/2016WRLL00300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The matter raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for the Board and 
Management of Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for direct 
reply.   

Please contact my private office if a response is not received within ten working days.

08/06/2016WRLL00350Cross-Border Co-operation

08/06/2016WRLL00400609. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the State 
bodies under his remit that have developed memorandums of understanding with his counter-
part in Northern Ireland on the efficient delivery of services on the island of Ireland; if he has 
carried out a cost-benefit analysis of the development of further memorandums of understand-
ing; the details of the cost-benefit analysis; and the new memorandums of understanding he 
will create between State bodies under their remit through the lifetime of this Government.  
[14290/16]

08/06/2016WRLL00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Since my appoint-
ment as Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I have not yet been notified of any new 
Memorandums of Understanding (MoU) being developed or considered between bodies under 
my Department’s remit and their Northern counterparts so there has been no necessity for me to 
carry out a cost/benefit analysis.  Should the matter arise I will consider these on a case by case 
basis and carry out any analysis needed.    

Not all bodies under my Department’s remit operate MoUs with their Northern Counter-
parts.  The Commission for Railway Regulation (CRR – Railway Safety Commission at the 
time) established and agreed an MoU with the Department for Regional Development of North-
ern Ireland (DRDNI) as the National Safety Authorities (NSA) in the Republic of Ireland and 
Northern Ireland respectively.  The MoU sets out the principles for effective liaison, communi-
cation and co-operation between these parties so that supervision activity on the railways on the 
island of Ireland can be undertaken in a thorough and co-ordinated way.

The MoU recognises that all parties have duties to perform in relation to supervision and 
that each party in fulfilling these duties should appropriately take into account the respective 
roles and responsibilities of the other parties.

Transport Infrastructure Ireland and Transport NI are currently in the process of putting in 
place a MoU for cross-border mutual support in the event of severe winter weather.  This is be-
ing coordinated by TII’s Winter Maintenance manager and his counterpart in Northern Ireland.

The objective of the MoU is to ensure that procedures are in place such that, if requested, re-
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sources, including staff and winter equipment such as snow ploughs and blowers, can be made 
available to the neighbouring jurisdiction in a severe weather event.  From a TII perspective, 
this involves coordinating arrangements with local authorities along the border and with TII’s 
MMaRC (Motorway Maintenance & Renewals) Contractors.  The MoU will be operational for 
the commencement of the 2016/2017 winter season.

Tourism Ireland is responsible for the overseas marketing of the entire island of Ireland as 
a tourist destination and receives funding from both my Department and the Department of the 
Economy in Northern Ireland.  It works closely with Fáilte Ireland and Tourism Northern Ire-
land to deliver its remit.  The company was established on foot of the Good Friday Agreement 
and formally incorporated on 11 December 2000.  Tourism Ireland’s operations are governed 
by a Memorandum and Articles of Association and is accountable to the North South Ministe-
rial Council.

08/06/2016WRLL00550Public Transport

08/06/2016WRLL00600610. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport to 
provide further clarification from the National Transport Authority with regard to the provision 
of a new bus shelter at John Street in Sligo town, given that both Sligo County Council and Bus 
Éireann management are in favour of its development; when works will commence on the new 
site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14304/16]

08/06/2016WRLL00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the development of public transport in-
frastructure including bus stops, bus shelters, bus stations, etc in the State.  I understand that 
the Authority has recently updated the Deputy on the position regarding the provision of a bus 
shelter in John Street in Sligo.    

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.

08/06/2016WRLL00750Sports Organisations

08/06/2016WRLL00800611. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
raise the matter of a person (details supplied) with Athletics Ireland, specifically them not being 
selected for the three-man marathon team to represent Ireland at the Olympic Games in Rio de 
Janeiro. [14313/16]

08/06/2016WRLL00900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): The selection of team members to represent Ireland in athletics events at the 
Olympic Games is a matter for Athletics Ireland as the National Governing Body for Athlet-
ics.  All National Governing Bodies of Sport are independent, autonomous bodies and are re-
sponsible for their own governance procedures and competition rules for their sports.  I have no 
role in relation to team selection by Athletics Ireland or any of the sporting bodies and it would 
be inappropriate for me to intervene in this matter.

08/06/2016WRLL00950Driver Licences

08/06/2016WRLL01000612. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the difference 
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between the identity validation process engaged in by a company (details supplied) on behalf of 
the National Driver Licence Service , NDLS, and the identity validation process used by motor 
taxation offices, on behalf of the NDLS between January and September 2013, when the latter 
administered the issuing of the new credit-card size plastic licences; and if there are sufficient 
differences between the two to justify the fact that licences issued between January and Sep-
tember 2013, are not now regarded as valid for the purposes of renewal by the NDLS, meaning 
individuals with licences issued between January and September 2013 by motor taxation offices 
must now present, in person, at an NDLS centre to have their licences renewed. [14325/16]

08/06/2016WRLL01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): From January 2013, 
the provision of driving licences in Ireland was centralised as the National Driver Licensing 
Service (NDLS) under the Road Safety Authority (RSA).  At the same time, and in accordance 
with EU requirements, Ireland introduced the new plastic card format of driving licence.

The NDLS operates through a central unit in the RSA, with three outsourced providers - a 
front office to engage with the public, a back office to process applications, and a card-producer 
for the plastic licence.   

In January 2013, when the system first came into operation, the front office facility was not 
ready.  As a result, local authorities continued to provide front office facilities on behalf of the 
NDLS from January to October 2013.

Between January and October 2013 photos of licence applicants were provided by appli-
cants and scanned by the local authorities and uploaded.  After October 2013, a statutory re-
quirement was introduced for people to be validated in person by the NDLS and signature and 
photo captured in person. 

The intention behind the ID validation system in the NDLS is that once a person’s identity 
has been authenticated, they should not need to visit an NDLS office to have their ID validated 
in person again.  However, this depends on the introduction of an online applications system 
which the RSA has advised is in development and is expected to be introduced in 2017.

08/06/2016WRLL01150Departmental Agencies

08/06/2016WRLL01200613. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
year in which two persons (details supplied) were appointed to the regular staff of CIE-Irish 
Rail; the year in which the two named persons were accepted into the pension scheme which 
was available as part of their employment with CIE-Irish Rail; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14337/16]

08/06/2016WRLL01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The issue raised is 
a matter for CIÉ and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

08/06/2016WRLL01350Swimming Pool Programme Data

08/06/2016WRLL01400614. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport what 
counties responded to the request in January 2016 for expressions of interest in a limited round 
of swimming pool allocations, and the criteria or pre-conditions which were set for response 
to such expressions of interest; the timeframe which was set for the response; if there will be 
further limited rounds; the counties, if any, which were turned down; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [14341/16]

08/06/2016WRLL01500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): On 20th January this year, my Department contacted local authorities and 
sought expressions of interest in a limited round of swimming pool allocations for the construc-
tion of new swimming pools and/or the refurbishment of existing pools, subject to funding 
becoming available from other projects where those projects would not be progressed. 

The local authorities were informed that they would be required to show inter-alia that they 
would have chargeable title to the proposed facility, would be able to progress the project with-
out delay and that they would also need to show that the pool would serve an existing need for 
such a facility.  They were also advised that:  

- Local authorities would only be allowed to apply in respect of one pool project.

- Local authorities were required to indicate the expected realistic timeframe for drawdown 
of the grant.

- It was envisaged that only a modest number of grants will be allocated.

- Local authorities were asked to provide a written undertaking to meet any shortfall be-
tween the total project cost and any grant allocated.

The closing date for expressions of interest was 5 February.  Local authorities from the fol-
lowing counties submitted expressions of interest:

Local Authorities/Counties
Kilkenny
Limerick
Waterford
Kildare
Roscommon
Cork City
Monaghan
Clare
Sligo
DLR
Kerry
Tipperary
SDCC
Wicklow
Cork County
Meath
Cavan

Of the expressions of interest received, only three were for new pools, two of which were 
valid and both in Dublin, one in Lucan and the other in Ballyogan.  Having assessed existing 
commitments and the funding available, it was considered prudent to progress one additional 
new pool project at this time.  Following consideration of the expressions of interest, and the 
two valid proposals for new pools, it was decided to include the proposal from South Dublin 
County Council (SDCC) for a new swimming pool in Lucan in the LASPP.
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08/06/2016WRLL01550Tourism Industry

08/06/2016WRLL01600615. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his Depart-
ment or another Government agency monitors the often elevated prices for accommodation, 
food and drink at and around major events such as concerts and sporting fixtures, given the 
negative perception it can create among overseas visitors. [14343/16]

08/06/2016WRLL01700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan):  While neither my Department nor Fáilte Ireland has any function with regard to 
monitoring pricing for the services mentioned around major events, I do recognise that higher 
rates at times of high demand are a feature of competitive markets, including the accommoda-
tion market.  It is important to note that hotels must operate within the maximum rates set as 
part of the accommodation registration process and any customer who feels that they have been 
overcharged may make a complaint to Fáilte Ireland.   

While I welcome the improved viability of the tourism sector, not least because it is a large 
employer and a significant contributor to the economy, I would encourage the industry to make 
every effort to avoid repeating the mistakes of the past.  If the industry does not continue to pro-
vide value for money, the growth it is now experiencing would be undermined.  I am also con-
scious of the need to address the capacity constraints within the accommodation sector which 
has witnessed low levels of investment over recent years.  Finally, I will be closely examining 
the recommendations of the Fáilte Ireland Dublin Accommodation Report.

08/06/2016WRLL01750Road Projects

08/06/2016WRLL01800616. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if addi-
tional sound abatement measures can be put in place at a location (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14348/16]

08/06/2016WRLL01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road proj-
ects (including the N7) is a matter for the Transport Infrastructure Ireland (formerly known as 
the NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for TII in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.   

Noting the above I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

08/06/2016WRLL01950Legislative Measures

08/06/2016WRLL02000617. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the leg-
islation, if any, in place or planned to regulate and monitor the alleged import of designated 
end-of-life vehicles from the UK and elsewhere, which subsequently return to our roads via a 
re-sale and repair, and which may pose a safety hazard to drivers and other road users; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14349/16]

08/06/2016WRLL02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Road Safety 
Authority previously carried out a public consultation on the subject of regulating written-off 
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vehicles, following which draft provisions were developed for consideration.  Due to the com-
plexity of the issues involved, the Department, working together with the RSA, agreed that leg-
islation could only be progressed following legal advice and also careful examination of how 
robust and effective any measures would be.  There are a range of complex legal and technical 
measures required if we are to prevent such vehicles circulating.  Any such provisions will 
also need to build upon existing arrangements governing written-off vehicles.  My Department 
is currently developing a range of practicable approaches and will be progressing them at the 
earliest possible opportunity, subject to the necessary legal clarity.

It should be noted that there is already relevant legislation in place in both road traffic and 
consumer protection law.  It is an offence to drive a dangerously defective vehicle in a public 
place under Road Traffic legislation.   

At present, car dealers are obliged, under the Consumer Protection Act, 2007, to give full 
disclosure of the history of a second hand vehicle to potential buyers.  Also, under the Sale of 
Goods and Supply of Services Act, 1980 a vehicle being sold should be free from any defect 
which would render it a danger to the public.  The prosecution of alleged offences under Con-
sumer Protection legislation relating to the sale of second hand vehicles is a matter for the Com-
petition and Consumer Protection Commission, who come under the remit of the Department of 
Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.

08/06/2016WRMM00150Road Projects

08/06/2016WRMM00200618. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of the three linked road upgrade schemes in north Kildare (details supplied); if tenders recently 
issued for the three projects to be taken together; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14354/16]

08/06/2016WRMM00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects (including the N7) is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (formerly known as 
the NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the relevant local authority - in 
this case, Kildare County Council.  Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation 
of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for TII in accordance with Section 19 of 
the Roads Act.  As regards regional and local roads, responsibility for implementation of im-
provement projects rests with the relevant local authority which is Kildare County Council in 
this instance.

As TII, in conjunction with Kildare County Council, is progressing the projects mentioned 
by the Deputy I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please advise my 
private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

08/06/2016WRMM00350Sports Organisations

08/06/2016WRMM00400619. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
intervene with Athletics Ireland and the Olympic Council of Ireland with regard to the non-
selection of a person (details supplied) to the three-man marathon team to represent Ireland at 
the Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14359/16]



8 June 2016

275

08/06/2016WRMM00500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): The selection of team members to represent Ireland in athletics events at the 
Olympic Games is a matter for Athletics Ireland as the National Governing Body for Athlet-
ics.  All National Governing Bodies of Sport are independent, autonomous bodies and are re-
sponsible for their own governance procedures and competition rules for their sports.  I have no 
role in relation to team selection by Athletics Ireland or any of the sporting bodies and it would 
be inappropriate for me to intervene in this matter.

08/06/2016WRMM00550Roads Maintenance Funding

08/06/2016WRMM00600620. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if sup-
plementary roads funding will be provided to Kerry County Council to address the deterioration 
of the condition of the county’s roads; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14363/16]

08/06/2016WRMM00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads in Kerry is a statutory function of Kerry County 
Council in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993.  Works on such 
roads are a matter for the Council to be funded from its own resources supplemented by State 
road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of projects to be funded from these monies 
is a matter for the Council.

In addition to the 2016 regional and local road allocations announced in January this year, 
my predecessor announced a further €85m in additional funding for regional and local roads 
in February this year as part of the Tranche 1 funding to local authorities to remedy damage 
caused by severe weather.  On 27 May I approved a further allocation under Tranche 2 of the 
severe weather funding to local authorities as notified through Circular RW 9/2016. All avail-
able funding for 2016 has now been allocated.

When allocating grant funding my Department has emphasised that the commitment of lo-
cal authorities to contribute significantly from their own resources towards the cost of improv-
ing and maintaining the regional and local roads network is essential and that full consideration 
needs to be given to utilising the Local Property Tax to boost own resources expenditure on 
regional and local road maintenance and renewal.

08/06/2016WRMM00750Bus Éireann Staff

08/06/2016WRMM00800621. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of an acting inspector position in the Killarney bus station (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14364/16]

08/06/2016WRMM00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The issue raised is a 
matter for Bus Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

08/06/2016WRMM00950Roadworthiness Testing

08/06/2016WRMM01000622. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on a matter (details supplied) regarding bus inspections; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14401/16]
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08/06/2016WRMM01100623. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on a matter (details supplied) regarding the inspection of buses; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14402/16]

08/06/2016WRMM01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 622 and 623 together.

A vehicle must be roadworthy at all times when being used on the public road.  Since Sep-
tember 2013, all commercial vehicle operators, including bus operators, are required to have 
inspection and maintenance systems in place to ensure that their vehicles are maintained in a 
safe and roadworthy condition over their lifetime.  The relevant Regulations in this regard are 
the Road Safety Authority (Commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness) (Vehicle Maintenance and 
Repair) Regulations 2013 – S.I. 348 of 2013.

 While the Road Safety Authority has responsibility in relation to the enforcement of these 
Regulations, it is the vehicle owners and operators themselves, including Bus Éireann and their 
subcontractors, who are responsible for ensuring that their vehicles are compliant with the law.  
I have therefore referred the Deputy’s Question to Bus Éireann for direct reply.

08/06/2016WRMM01250Departmental Data

08/06/2016WRMM01300624. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he is 
satisfied with the level of data that is collected on the issues which come under his Department’s 
remit; the steps he will take to work with the administration in Northern Ireland to collect data 
under his aegis on a North-South basis; and the budgets he will put in place to undertake this 
work (details supplied).  [14449/16]

08/06/2016WRMM01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Economic and 
Financial Evaluation Unit (EFEU) of my Department is currently conducting a review of data 
in the Department.  This is assessing, on a sector-by-sector basis, the extent to which data avail-
ability, quality, use, and management in the Department is sufficient to deliver the Department’s 
policy priorities and objectives.  The outcome of this will be a DTTaS Data Strategy, to be pub-
lished later this year.  This will summarise the assessment, identify any areas for improvement, 
and set out an action plan to maintain and improve data availability and use in the Department.

Currently the Central Statistics Office (CSO) publish a number of Tourism related releases, 
including the Overseas Travel release (information on the number of overseas trips (inbound 
and outbound), the Tourism and Travel release, (information on expenditure, purpose of visit 
and overnight stays) and the Household Travel Survey  (information on Irish households’ travel 
and tourism (both at home and overseas)).

In addition, Tourism Ireland, the agency with responsibility for the marketing of the island 
of Ireland as a holiday destination overseas, produces annual all-island tourism statistics using 
information provided by the CSO and the Northern Ireland agencies, www.tourismireland.com/
Research/Visitor-Facts-Figures.  There is also an all-island tourism statistics liaison group that 
meets on a regular basis with representatives from Tourism Ireland, the Department for the 
Economy, Tourism Northern Ireland, Fáilte Ireland and the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport.

Sport Ireland also collects various data from all National Governing Bodies (NGBs), includ-
ing all-island NGBs, as part of the funding process, regarding, for example, membership figures 
and budgets.
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08/06/2016WRMM01450Bus Éireann Services

08/06/2016WRMM01500625. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on correspondence (details supplied) with regard to operation of the 100X bus route 
servicing Dublin Airport to Dundalk; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14526/16]

08/06/2016WRMM01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The issue raised is a 
matter for Bus Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

08/06/2016WRMM01650Sports Capital Programme Administration

08/06/2016WRMM01700626. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
the 2016 capital sports grants scheme will be published in order to enable sports and community 
groups and associations to apply for much needed funding; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14539/16]

08/06/2016WRMM01800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): No decision has been made on the timing of any future rounds of the Sports 
Capital Programme.

Any interested group should register online now at www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie as this 
portal will be the only way to apply under any future rounds of the Programme.

08/06/2016WRMM01850Road Projects

08/06/2016WRMM01900627. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
take steps to ensure that the necessary funding to enable the N4 realignment project between 
counties Westmeath and Longford to proceed is allocated, as the route corridor has been identi-
fied, necessitating a decision he made on the emerging preferred route, without further delay; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14552/16]

08/06/2016WRMM02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road proj-
ects (including the N4) is a matter for the Transport Infrastructure Ireland (formerly known as 
the NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for TII in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

08/06/2016WRNN00150Road Projects Status

08/06/2016WRNN00200628. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of the Oylegate-Enniscorthy bypass; the stage it is at and the projected timeline for its comple-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14589/16]
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08/06/2016WRNN00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road proj-
ects  is a matter for the Transport Infrastructure Ireland (formerly known as the NRA) under the 
Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the relevant Council (in this case Wexford County 
Council).

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for TII in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

08/06/2016WRNN00350Rail Services Provision

08/06/2016WRNN00400629. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to reduce rail fares or to incentivise the public to avail of rail transport services; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14612/16]

08/06/2016WRNN00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The issue raised is 
a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction with Irish Rail and I have 
forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if 
you do not receive a response within ten working days.

08/06/2016WRNN00550Transport Policy

08/06/2016WRNN00600630. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps 
he is taking to electrify public transport services; his plans to reduce the carbon intensity of 
public transport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14613/16]

08/06/2016WRNN00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Measures being con-
sidered to reduce the carbon intensity of transport to form Ireland’s transport sectorial GHG 
emissions mitigation plan will be wide-ranging and will focus on modal shift, switching to al-
ternative fuels and behavioural change.  Public transport projects and investment will form part 
of this multifaceted response to mitigation from the transport sector.

To date, considerable progress has been achieved through measures aimed at promoting 
improved technologies and changing travel behaviour.  With regard to Dublin Bus and Bus 
Éireann, a range of energy efficiency measures, including eco-driving, bus and network prior-
ity programmes and fleet replacement, have delivered significant fuel savings.  Irish Rail has 
also introduced a range of measures, including train configuration changes and traction control 
software on the DART network.

The DART electric rail system has been in operation from Greystones to Howth and Port-
marnock since 1983,and was extended to Malahide in 2000.  A further expansion of the DART 
is planned as far as Balbriggan on the Northern line, Maynooth on the Sligo Line and Hazel-
hatch on the Kildare line.  We are also committed to the further development of electric fuelled 
public transport, particularly along the high demand routes in the GDA, e.g. the completion 
of the Luas Cross City project expanding the electrified LUAS network and planning for new 
Metro North, construction of which is due to commence in 2021.
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08/06/2016WRNN00750Transport Policy

08/06/2016WRNN00800631. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps 
he is taking to ensure that the transport sector achieves its 2020 emissions reductions targets; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14614/16]

08/06/2016WRNN00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  In order for Ireland to 
effectively and equitably contribute to the EU emissions reduction commitments, an ambitious 
low-carbon development strategy is being developed.  My Department is working closely with 
the new Department  of Communications, Climate Change and Natural Resources (DCCCNR), 
the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government and the Department of Agricul-
ture to prepare this National Mitigation Plan.

The Plan will reflect the overall aims of the National Policy Position on climate action and 
low carbon development, published in April 2014 which envisages that its development will 
be guided by a long-term vision of low carbon transition.  Specific focus is being placed on the 
sectorial areas of electricity generation, the built environment, agriculture and transport.  The 
responsibility for emissions reduction is, of course, a collective one and Ireland’s 2020 emis-
sion reduction targets are national and not sectorial in nature.  When all sectorial inputs have 
been co-ordinated, the draft mitigation plan will be available for extensive public consultation 
before being submitted for approval to Government.

Transport will of course have to play a significant role on the national mitigation effort.  
The measures under consideration for transport will be wide-ranging and will focus on modal 
shift, movement to alternative fuels and targeted behavioural change.  To date, considerable 
progress has been achieved through measures aimed at promoting improved technologies and 
changing travel behaviour.

To better inform and contextualise the preparation of the transport sectorial elements of the 
Plan and contribute to key policy considerations within the transport sector, my Department un-
dertook a wide-ranging consultation exercise early in 2014.  Work is well underway on devel-
oping various measures considered therein and proposed in responses with a view to agreeing 
a cross sectorial approach that prioritises the steps to be taken.

See the link for details.

http://worksmart.department.irl/ePQ/_layouts/15/FormServer.aspx?XmlLocation=/ePQ/
Parliamentary%20Questions/14614%20-%202016-06-08.xml&Source=/_layouts/SignOut.
aspx&DefaultItemOpen=1.

08/06/2016WRNN00950Local Improvement Scheme Administration

08/06/2016WRNN01000632. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to introduce a local improvement scheme and a community involvement scheme in 2016, if 
he intends to have separate budgets for them; and the timeframe for the potential allocation. 
[14618/16]

08/06/2016WRNN01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The regional and lo-
cal road grants were allocated to local authorities in January 2016 (additional severe weather 
funding was subsequently provided).  All available funding has now been allocated.

The Local Improvement Scheme (LIS) remains in place this year.  This Scheme provides 
funding for private roads and laneways, the maintenance and improvement of which is, in the 
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first instance, a matter for the relevant landowner.  While the LIS does not have a ring-fenced 
allocation in 2016, local authorities may use a proportion of State grant funding (15% of the 
Discretionary Grant) for LIS should they wish to do so.  In addition Councils can also provide 
monies from their own resources towards LIS.

The Community Involvement Scheme (CIS) also remains in place in 2016 on the basis that 
local authorities may set aside 7.5% of their Restoration Improvement and Restoration Mainte-
nance grants for CIS schemes if they so wish.

The Programme for a Partnership Government provides that, as the economy recovers, the 
Government will promote increased funding for Community Improvement Schemes and Local 
Improvement Schemes, on an annual basis.  A major objective for the new Government will be 
to prioritise new investment in local and regional road maintenance and improvements, and CIS 
and LIS funding will be promoted in that context.

08/06/2016WRNN01150Tourism Promotion

08/06/2016WRNN01200633. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
consider adding Haroldstown dolmen in County Carlow to the list of sites that can be viewed in 
Ireland’s Ancient East.  [14619/16]

08/06/2016WRNN01300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): As Minister of State for Tourism and Sport, my responsibility in relation to tour-
ism lies primarily in the area of national policy.  The development of Ireland’s Ancient East is 
an operational matter for the Board and management of Fáilte Ireland.  My Department is not 
directly involved in its development or promotion.

Accordingly, I have asked Fáilte Ireland to reply to the Deputy directly in this regard.  Please 
contact my private office if you do not hear from them within ten working days.

08/06/2016WRNN01350Sport and Recreational Development

08/06/2016WRNN01400634. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
pigeon racing is not recognised as a sport here, given the popularity of pigeon racing and the 
positive aspects of keeping pigeons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14643/16]

08/06/2016WRNN01500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): Sport Ireland, which is funded by my Department, is the statutory body 
with responsibility for the promotion, development and co-ordination of sport in Ireland.  This 
includes responsibility for the recognition of sporting bodies as National Governing Bodies of 
sport.  I have no role in the recognition process.

I have referred the Deputy’s question to Sport Ireland for direct response.  I would ask the 
Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not received within 10 days.

08/06/2016WRNN01550Road Projects Expenditure

08/06/2016WRNN01600635. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
he will allocate capital funding for both the upgrading of the N4 Collooney to Castlebaldwin 
and the eastern bridge in Sligo town to Sligo County Council; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [14660/16]

08/06/2016WRNN01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual national 
road projects is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (formerly known as the NRA) un-
der the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question regarding the N4 to TII 
for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working 
days.

Regarding the Eastern Garavogue Bridge in Sligo which is included in the Capital Plan, I 
have provided an allocation of €300,000 to Sligo County Council in the current year to enable 
the Council to continue with land acquisition and planning works.

08/06/2016WRNN01750Road Improvement Schemes

08/06/2016WRNN01800636. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide funding to Tipperary County Council for the urgent and full rehabilitation of the 
bridge in Ardfinnan village, County Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14709/16]

08/06/2016WRNN01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads in Tipperary (including Ardfinnan Bridge on the R665) 
is the statutory responsibility of Tipperary County Council, in accordance with the provisions 
of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works on those roads are funded from the Council’s own 
resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of works 
to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.

In January this year, my predecessor announced the 2016 regional and local road alloca-
tions, including an allocation of €15.9 million for Tipperary County Council.  Grants for reme-
dial works on bridges are made under my Department’s Bridge Rehabilitation Grant scheme.  
Local authorities submit a list of bridges in order of priority for consideration for funding.  
Ardfinnan Bridge was placed some way down the list in Tipperary County Council’s applica-
tion.  Taking into account the overall amount of funding available a grant allocation of €60,000 
was made in respect of Ardfinnan Bridge with a view to facilitating progress on initial remedial 
works at this bridge.

It is a matter for the local authority to select, prioritise and agree its regional and local road 
work programme each year.  The purpose of Exchequer funding for regional and local roads is 
to supplement the own resources of local authorities, not to meet the full costs of all schemes.

08/06/2016WRNN01950Road Projects

08/06/2016WRNN02000637. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
he will provide funding for the Bonagee link road connecting the business park road to the Dry 
Arch roundabout to address the serious and ongoing traffic gridlock in Letterkenny, County 
Donegal. [14714/16]

08/06/2016WRNN02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
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national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual national 
road projects is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (formerly known as the NRA) un-
der the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for TII in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

08/06/2016WROO00200Cross-Border Projects

08/06/2016WROO00300638. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will reaffirm the Government’s commitment to co-fund the A5 dual carriageway linking Done-
gal and Derry to Monaghan when the project proceeds.  [14715/16]

08/06/2016WROO00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The Stormont House 
Agreement and Implementation Plan - A Fresh Start reaffirmed the Government’s commitment 
to provide funding of £50 million for the A5 project and committed an additional £25 million to 
ensure that Phase 1 of the project (Newbuildings to north of Strabane) can commence as soon as 
the necessary planning issues have been resolved by the Northern Ireland authorities.  Under the 
agreement it is envisaged that construction of Phase 1 of the A5 will start in 2017 with a view 
to completion in 2019.  In keeping with the revised project timeline, the Government funding is 
to be provided in three tranches of £25 million in the years 2017, 2018 and 2019 respectively.

08/06/2016WROO00500Driver Licence Renewals

08/06/2016WROO00600639. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will consider an online driving licence renewal system or a driving licence renewal system fa-
cilitated by Irish embassies or consulates overseas for Irish citizens currently working abroad. 
[14716/16]

08/06/2016WROO00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  Under EU law, Ire-
land issues driving licences to people whose normal residence is within this jurisdiction.  Where 
people who hold Irish driving licences move abroad to take up residence they cannot therefore 
renew their Irish driving licences.  Where people move abroad temporarily for work or study 
purposes but retain normally residence in Ireland, they may renew their driving licences.

Normally, an applicant is expected to appear in person at a National Driver Licence Service 
(NDLS) office to renew their driving licence.  However, applicants for renewal who are tem-
porarily overseas for work or study purposes may already apply by post, under regulations in 
effect since summer of 2014.  These postal applications should be made directly to the NDLS.  
There is no involvement of Irish embassies or consulates in the process, nor do I see any need 
for such involvement.

I understand that the NDLS is developing an online driving licence application facility, 
which will be available in 2017.  This will be of great assistance to applicants within Ireland as 
well as those temporarily overseas when their licences come up for renewal.

08/06/2016WROO00800Sports Organisations
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08/06/2016WROO00900640. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
a person (details supplied) was not selected to represent Ireland at the Olympic Games for the 
marathon by Athletics Ireland, despite having one of the top three fastest times for marathon 
finishes by an Irish qualified athlete this year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14747/16]

08/06/2016WROO01000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan): The selection of team members to represent Ireland in athletics events at the 
Olympic Games  is a matter for Athletics Ireland as the national governing body for athletics.  
All national governing bodies of sport are independent, autonomous bodies and are responsible 
for their own governance procedures and competition rules for their sports.  I have no role in 
relation to team selection by Athletics Ireland or any of the sporting bodies and it would be 
inappropriate for me to intervene in this matter.

08/06/2016WROO01100Road Projects Status

08/06/2016WROO01200641. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if funding 
can be sourced to provide traffic lights and a junction (details supplied) within the budget for 
2017 following the loss of this funding due to planning objections in 2015; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14754/16]

08/06/2016WROO01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the development and implementation of public 
transport infrastructure projects in the greater Dublin area (GDA), including a programme of 
sustainable transport measures grants.

Funding is provided by my Department to the NTA for capital projects under this grants pro-
gramme for investment in various projects, including traffic management projects, throughout 
the seven local authority areas in the GDA.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred your question to the authority 
for a direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 work-
ing days.

08/06/2016WROO01400Road Signage

08/06/2016WROO01500642. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport to have the 
signs on the N4 and M50 that have the incorrect spelling of the village of Palmerstown amended 
and replaced with the correct spelling, and not Palmerston as is currently in place. [14769/16]

08/06/2016WROO01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual national 
road projects is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII, formerly known as the NRA) 
under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of expenditure is a matter in the 
first instance for TII in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.
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08/06/2016WROO01700Harbour Authorities

08/06/2016WROO01800643. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on the transfer of ownership of Dún Laoghaire Harbour from Dún Laoghaire Harbour Company 
to the local authority; if he prefers a shareholding option or a total transfer to the local authority; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14776/16]

08/06/2016WROO01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Harbours Act 
2015 provides the legislative basis for one of the national ports policy’s key recommendations, 
namely that governance of the five designated ports of regional significance should vest in more 
appropriate local authority led governance structures.

The Act does not prescribe the model of transfer for any of the five ports, including the Dún 
Laoghaire Harbour Company.  Instead the Act allows for the most appropriate model of gover-
nance to be chosen in respect of each individual company. The two possible models of transfer 
provided in the Bill are:

1.  Retention of the existing company structure and transfer of the Ministerial shareholding 
in the company to the local authority; or

2.  Dissolution of the existing company structure and transfer of all assets, liabilities and 
employees into local authority structures, where the port will be administered as a functional 
area of the local authority.

The manner of transfer selected in each case will be the one that finds broad consensus and 
agreement between the parties.  If there is disagreement between the port company and the 
council over the model of transfer, then the final decision as to the model chosen will be mine 
as Minister.

Dún Laoghaire Harbour Company and Dún Laoghaire Rathdown County Council have es-
tablished two transitional teams which are engaging on the practical issues associated with the 
transfer and consultants have been appointed by the council to undertake the due diligence 
process.  The procurement and management of the due diligence process is a matter for the 
Council, and I understand that the process is now well advanced.  This exercise is intended to 
assist in the decision as to the most suitable model of transfer.

Officials from my Department also met with Dún Laoghaire Harbour Company and Dún 
Laoghaire Rathdown County Council on a number of occasions to assist in the process.

08/06/2016WROO02000Aviation Issues

08/06/2016WROO02100644. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will request a report from the Dublin Airport Authority on unacceptable early morning and 
late night aircraft noise levels over the north fringe parishes of the Dublin Bay North constitu-
ency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14961/16]

08/06/2016WROO02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As the Irish Aviation 
Authority (IAA) is the competent authority in Ireland with the responsibility, inter alia, of en-
suring that airport authorities adopt a balanced approach in dealing with noise related matters at 
airports, it would not be appropriate for me to intervene in the manner suggested by the Deputy. 
The IAA exercises its responsibilities by reference to EU legislative provisions and I have asked 
the IAA to liaise directly with the Deputy.  If the Deputy does not receive a reply within ten 
working days, please advise my private office.
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08/06/2016WROO02300Dublin Airport Authority

08/06/2016WROO02400645. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he will report on the Dublin Airport Authority’s plans for Dublin Airport up to 2021 (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14962/16]

08/06/2016WROO02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The matter you raised 
in relation to DAA plans for Dublin Airport up to 2021 is an operational matter for DAA which 
has statutory responsibility for the management and operation of the airport.  I have, therefore, 
forwarded the question to the DAA for direct reply. If the Deputy does not receive a reply with-
in ten working days, please advise my private office.

08/06/2016WROO02600Taxi Regulations

08/06/2016WROO02700646. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to make changes to regulations governing the taxi industry; his plans for the operation of 
companies (details supplied) in the public transport market; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14980/16]

08/06/2016WROO02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The regulatory frame-
work governing the small public service vehicle (SPSV) sector is the Taxi Regulation Act 2013 
and regulations made under the Act by the National Transport Authority as regulator for the 
sector.

Under that regulatory framework the core requirement, with a small number of limited 
exemptions, is that the carriage of passengers for reward in a public place in any mechanically 
propelled vehicle with nine or less seats (including the driver’s seat) is permitted only in a li-
censed vehicle driven by a licensed driver.

The underlying policy which governs this is a concern for passenger safety and a concern 
for passenger protection in relation to pricing.  The rationale for taxi regulation is to ensure that 
passengers have a safe vehicle for their journey, with appropriate insurance in place, driven 
by a driver who has been vetted by An Garda Síochána and, in the case of taxis, with a pre-
established and verified charging system.

In addition, the Government’s policy is to ensure a high level of standards and professional-
ism in the industry for both the customer and the industry itself.

I recently met the National Transport Authority for a briefing on the areas under its remit, 
which includes taxi regulation, and I intend to give further consideration to the range of issues 
relating to the regulation of the taxi industry in Ireland in the coming weeks.

08/06/2016WROO02900Taxi Regulations

08/06/2016WROO03000647. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
he will announce the new membership of the Taxi Advisory Committee; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15012/16]

08/06/2016WROO03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The term of office of 
the current membership of the Taxi Advisory Committee expires on 31st July 2018.

There are currently four vacancies on the Committee, three of which are in the special inter-
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est/ expertise category as provided for under section 72(4)(i) of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013.  
The remaining vacancy is in the consumer interest category as provided for under section 72(4)
(d) of the 2013 Act.  I am currently reviewing these appointments and will be making an an-
nouncement shortly.

08/06/2016WRPP00150Motor Insurance

08/06/2016WRPP00200648. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
address an issue (details supplied) regarding car insurance. [15014/16]

08/06/2016WRPP00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  My role in the matter 
of motor insurance relates to legislation under the EU Motor Insurance Directives and the Road 
Traffic Acts.  The primary requirement of these is that the driver of a vehicle is covered by third 
party insurance.  I have no role regarding the legal framework for insurance regulation, or for 
the regulation of insurance companies, which are matters for my colleagues, the Minister for 
Finance, and the Central Bank, respectively.

Insurance Ireland operates a free Insurance Information Service for those who have queries 
or difficulties in relation to obtaining insurance.  If a person is unable to obtain a quotation for 
motor insurance, or feels that the premium proposed is so excessive that it amounts to a refusal 
to provide insurance, they should contact Insurance Ireland, 5 Harbourmaster Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 1, Tel: 01 6761820, emailiis@insuranceireland.eu quoting the Declined Cases Agree-
ment.  This Agreement exists to facilitate motorists to meet their obligation to have third party 
liability motor insurance.

08/06/2016WRPP00350Ministerial Correspondence

08/06/2016WRPP00400649. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of representations he has received from Members of the Oireachtas and the number of these 
to which he had not issued a substantive reply by 31 May 2016, by month of initial receipt, from 
1 January 2015 to 30 April 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15045/16]

08/06/2016WRPP00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The information re-
quested by the Deputy will require some time to compile as the number of representations in-
volved is substantial.  I will send the information to the Deputy as soon as possible.

08/06/2016WRPP00550Motor Insurance Coverage

08/06/2016WRPP00600650. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views on 
car insurance companies discriminating on grounds of profession, age and gender regarding 
excessive charges for annual insurance cover. [15056/16]

08/06/2016WRPP00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  My role in the matter 
of motor insurance relates to legislation under the EU Motor Insurance Directives and the Road 
Traffic Acts.  The primary requirement of in these is that the driver of a vehicle is covered by 
third party insurance.  I have no role regarding the legal framework for insurance regulation, or 
for the regulation of insurance companies, which are matters for my colleagues, the Minister for 
Finance, and the Central Bank, respectively.

While I am, of course, concerned with recent trends towards increasing motor insurance 
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costs, motor insurance is provided by private companies in an open and competitive market, 
and pricing is a matter for the industry. 

It is advisable for people seeking motor insurance to shop around as the costs can vary dra-
matically.  Some insurers and brokers specialise in certain areas, for example young drivers or 
vintage vehicles.

Insurance Ireland operates a free Insurance Information Service for those who have queries 
or difficulties in relation to obtaining insurance.  If a person is unable to obtain a quotation for 
motor insurance, or feels that the premium proposed is so excessive that it amounts to a refusal 
to provide insurance, they should contact Insurance Ireland, 5 Harbourmaster Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 1, Tel: 01 6761820, emailiis@insuranceireland.eu quoting the Declined Cases Agree-
ment.  This Agreement exists to facilitate motorists to meet their obligation to have third party 
liability motor insurance.

08/06/2016WRPP00750Sports Capital Programme Applications

08/06/2016WRPP00800651. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide a sports capital grant fund in 2016; the amount he will allocate; and when he will accept 
applications. [15061/16]

08/06/2016WRPP00900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Patrick 
O’Donovan):  No decision has been made on the timing of any future rounds of the Sports 
Capital Programme.

Any interested group should register online now at www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie as this 
portal will be the only way to apply under any future rounds of the Programme.

08/06/2016WRPP00950Job Initiatives

08/06/2016WRPP01000652. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation her plans 
for the prioritisation of job creation in County Longford and surrounding regions. [14256/16]

08/06/2016WRPP01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): Sup-
porting enterprise development in all regions of the country in order to support job creation is 
a key priority of the Government, with initiatives such as the regional Action Plans for Jobs 
seeking to build on the capabilities and strengths of each region to maximise enterprise growth 
and job creation.

The Action Plan for Jobs for the Midland Region was launched on June 29th, 2015, the first 
of 8 Regional Action Plans to be delivered.  It contains 119 time-bound actions to be imple-
mented by 2017 targeted at improving employment growth and enterprise development in the 
region as a whole, by leveraging collaboration within public sector organisations, and between 
the public and private sector, across the counties of Longford, Westmeath, Offaly and Laois.  
The plan is focused on the specific needs and strengths of the region, with actions targeted at 
sectors of potential competitive advantage such as manufacturing, tourism, food and energy.

Since the first National Action Plan for Jobs was launched in 2012 jobs have grown in the 
Midland region by 12,600.  The Midlands Action Plan for Jobs targets further employment 
growth of between 11,400 and 17,100 additional jobs by 2020.

Since the Plan was launched, focus has been on putting in place a comprehensive implemen-
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tation structure.  A Regional Implementation Committee was established last year, composed 
of key stakeholders in the region who work in concert with Enterprise Champions - nominated 
senior private sector representatives - to oversee and monitor progress.  This committee held 
its first meeting on March 2nd 2016, and will hold a further meeting in the coming weeks to 
review and assess progress on delivery of the Plan’s actions.  The first Progress Report on the 
implementation of the Plan, covering the period to end-June 2016, will be completed and pub-
lished in Q3 2016.

Key actions in the plan to be delivered over the period 2015-2017 include: Establishing a 
Midlands Manufacturing Technologies Campus; developing new cycling, walking and other 
recreational trails along the waterways of the region; developing a Regional Energy Hub; es-
tablishing new incubator spaces for entrepreneurs; attracting at least 25 additional multinational 
investment projects to the region by 2019; building two advance facilities for Athlone, and ap-
pointing an IDA Regional Manager for the Midlands.

Investment of up to €250 million was announced in February 2015, to be provided over five 
years to support and maximise the impact of all Regional Action Plans, including €150 million 
for a property investment programme by IDA Ireland. 

A further sum of up to €100 million will be made available over the period through three 
competitive calls administered by Enterprise Ireland.  These calls are being targeted at innova-
tive and collaborative approaches to support job creation across the regions.

On June 1st of this year an initial allocation of €5m in competitive funding for local and 
regional initiatives was announced under two of these calls; the LEO Competitive Fund and the 
Community Enterprise Initiative.  Among the successful projects are the Midlands Engineer-
ing Cluster Programme, which will create new synergy between engineering enterprises, edu-
cational institutions, and government agencies in the region; the enhancement of the Junction 
Business Innovation Centre in Tullamore through recruitment of a Business Development Man-
ager; and the Midlands ‘One to Two’ Growth Initiative, which will assist solo entrepreneurs in 
the region in attaining employer status.

In addition, the Midlands Regional Skills Forum, which includes among other organisations 
the Longford and Westmeath Education and Training Boards and Longford Chamber, has been 
established to connect education providers with employers to build the skills of the region.

08/06/2016WRPP01150Cross-Border Enterprise Initiatives

08/06/2016WRPP01200653. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation to de-
velop with the corresponding Department in Northern Ireland a Border economic development 
zone, as detailed in the recent all-party report of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Jobs, En-
terprise and Innovation on the all-island economy; if her Department carried out a cost-benefit 
analysis of such a zone for the economic development of the Border-midland region; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [14268/16]

08/06/2016WRPP01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): 
The Government is currently focussed on best utilising the mechanisms already in place for 
strengthening economic cooperation between both sides of the border.  The work of InterTrade 
Ireland (ITI) is especially important in this context.  ITI, which is jointly funded and overseen 
by my Department and the Department for the Economy in Belfast, provides a range of enter-
prise development initiatives and programmes to support commerce both in and between North 
and South.  Our two administrations also work together in other ways, including through ongo-
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ing cooperation between Enterprise Ireland and its Northern Ireland counterpart agency Invest 
Northern Ireland on areas of mutual interest.

Over recent years, a range of projects under the enterprise development strand of the IN-
TERREG IVA Programme (2009-2015) have had a particularly positive impact on developing 
small businesses in the region.  My Department co-funded this strand, under which a total of 28 
individual projects have been initiated.  I now look forward to the roll out of the successor Pro-
gramme for the period up to 2020, which will support research and innovation initiatives and 
hopefully help to foster further growth and economic development in the cross-border areas.

My Department has not carried out a cost benefit analysis to which the Deputy refers.  De-
veloping new economic structures such as this would represent a significant policy develop-
ment and requires careful consideration.  We should also bear in mind that any new structures 
would need the full agreement of the authorities both here and in Northern Ireland.  The need 
to avoid duplication with the work of other existing bodies and mechanisms is also important. 

I would also mention that the North East/ North West Action Plan for Jobs, launched on 30 
November last, aims to deliver 28,000 extra jobs in the counties of Sligo, Leitrim, Donegal, 
Louth, Monaghan, and Cavan by 2020. Key targets in service of this overall goal are to achieve 
an increase of at least 25% in the number of start-ups in the region; a 25% improvement in the 
survival rate of new businesses; an increase in the number of IDA investments in the region by 
30-40% up to 2019; and an increase of 300 to 500 in the numbers of Údarás na Gaeltachta sup-
ported jobs in the North West.  Sectors targeted as part of the plan include traditionally strong 
sectors for the region like agri-food, manufacturing/engineering and tourism, as well as areas 
targeted for future growth like digital payments, cleantech and creative services. 

Since the Plan was launched on 30 November last, focus has moved to putting in place a 
comprehensive implementation structure.  A Regional Implementation Committee has been es-
tablished, composed of key stakeholders in the region who will work in concert with Enterprise 
Champions - nominated senior private sector representatives - to oversee and monitor progress.  
This team will meet twice each year to review progress on the delivery of the Plan’s actions.  
The first Progress Report on the implementation of the North East/ North West Action Plan for 
Jobs will be completed in Q3 2016.

08/06/2016WRPP01350Cross-Border Enterprise Initiatives

08/06/2016WRPP01400654. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
State bodies under her remit which have developed memorandums of understanding with her 
counterpart in Northern Ireland with regard to the efficient delivery of services on the island of 
Ireland; if she has carried out a cost-benefit analysis of the development of further memoran-
dums of understanding; the details of the cost benefit analysis; and the new memorandums of 
understanding she will be creating between State bodies under their remits during the lifetime 
of this Government. [14285/16]

08/06/2016WRPP01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): Both 
of our main economic development agencies, Enterprise Ireland (EI) and IDA Ireland, engage 
with relevant bodies in Northern Ireland to pursue areas of mutual interest.

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) is in place between EI and Invest Northern Ire-
land (INI) to enable clients of both agencies to access market services and each other’s trade 
events.  There is also close collaboration between EI, INI and InterTrade Ireland (ITI) on the 
specific cross border programmes which are operated by ITI.
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In relation to IDA Ireland, it cooperates with INI on appropriate regional and all-island 
economic development.  An example of this cooperation was the jointly developed North West 
Business Technology Zone, which capitalised on the combined strengths of Letterkenny and 
Derry City as an economic corridor through the development of compatible infrastructure and 
property solutions.  Where appropriate, IDA Ireland and INI also cooperate on company visits 
where both jurisdictions are being considered by foreign companies.  

Science Foundation Ireland signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Department 
of Education & Learning in Northern Ireland in respect of its Investigators Programme in 2014.  
This agreement allowed Queen’s University and the University of Ulster to participate as full 
academic partners for the first time in the Programme.

I will keep the issue of new MoUs between Agencies of my Department and their counter-
parts in Northern Ireland under review.  We should of course bear in mind that any new MoUs 
would need the agreement of the authorities in Northern Ireland.

08/06/2016WRPP01550Foreign Direct Investment

08/06/2016WRPP01600655. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
targets for FDI investment and jobs for each of the next five years in each of the State’s regions. 
[14350/16]

08/06/2016WRPP01700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): 
Since 2015 IDA Ireland has been working towards targets set out in their strategy “Winning 
Foreign Direct Investment 2015-2019” including the creation of 80,000 new jobs and 900 new 
investments, which would bring total FDI employment in Ireland to 209,000 by 2019.  For the 
first time, the Agency aims to increase the level of investment by between 30% to 40% in each 
region.

The Government’s commitment to countrywide job creation is further illustrated by the 
Regional Action Plan for Jobs initiative.  This initiative saw eight plans published throughout 
2015 and 2016, which identified a range of actions aimed at supporting each region to achieve 
its economic potential and raise employment levels.

These new regional initiatives are already producing results.  In 2015, IDA Ireland client 
companies created 18,983 jobs across a range of sectors, with every region posting net job 
gains. Moreover, 53% of those jobs are outside of Dublin, compared to 49% in 2014.

Employment in IDA Ireland client companies is now at the highest level in its 67-year his-
tory, with 187,056 people now employed in companies supported by the Agency.  Of these, 
59% (109,812) are employed outside of Dublin.

As part of the Regional Action Plans, IDA Ireland is set to invest €150 million over five 
years in property solutions designed to allow it to create opportunities to win additional proj-
ects for all regions.  This will include the construction of nine new advance facilities around 
the country.  This is a positive development for attracting Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) into 
regional locations.  It will provide access to modern property solutions which, when combined 
with a strong local talent pool and existing FDI cluster, will give these locations an enhanced 
proposition to offer international investors.

08/06/2016WRPP01750Enterprise Ireland Investments
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08/06/2016WRPP01800656. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the tar-
gets for Enterprise Ireland client company investment and job creation for each of the next five 
years in each of the State’s regions. [14351/16]

08/06/2016WRPP01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): In 
2015, EI client companies’ total employment topped 192,223, a record high for the agency. EI 
client companies, directly and indirectly, are supporting c.400,000 jobs which effectively trans-
lates into one in every five of Ireland’s workforce.  I will shortly be announcing the outturn for 
client exports for 2015.

2016 is the final year of its 2014-2016 Strategy “Driving Enterprise, Delivering Jobs” and 
Enterprise Ireland (EI) is well on the way to creating the key target of 40,000 new jobs over the 
period. 

In 2016, Enterprise Ireland is targeting its clients to deliver 12,000 new jobs, €22bn in ex-
ports (from 18.6bn in 2014) and €2.4bn in new exports.

EI’s new Strategy 2017-2020 will be finalised in 2016 and will contain ambitious new tar-
gets for supporting startups, exports and jobs across all regions.  A consultation process is 
currently being conducted by Enterprise Ireland including client workshops, focus groups and 
one-to-one consultations with various stakeholders, including;

-  non-EI clients

-  Universities and Institutes of Technologies

-  Client companies in overseas markets

-  EI overseas staff

Further consultation will take place over the coming months to ensure input from as broad 
a range of interested parties as possible.

Enterprise Ireland will publish its strategy, including targets by the end of this year.

I should also point out that at regional level, the Regional Action Plan for Job’s contain tar-
gets for overall job creation in each region is contained in the following table:

Region Published Regional APJ employment targets by 2020
North East/North West 28,000
Midland 14,000
West 25,000
Dublin 66,000
Mid-East 25,000
Mid-West 23,000
South-East 25,000
South-West 40,000
Total 246,000

08/06/2016WRPP01950Local Enterprise Offices Data

08/06/2016WRPP02000657. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the tar-
gets for local enterprise office client investment and job creation for each of the next five years 
in each of the State’s regions. [14352/16]
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08/06/2016WRPP02100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) were established in April 2014 as the “First Stop Shop” sup-
port service for micro and small businesses in each Local Authority area.  Their aim is to 
promote entrepreneurship, foster business start-ups and develop existing micro and small busi-
nesses to drive job creation and to provide accessible high quality supports for their clients’ 
business ideas.

Under the terms of the Service Level Agreement between Enterprise Ireland and each Lo-
cal Authority, the LEOs are required to produce annual Local Enterprise Development Plans 
(LEDPs) setting out clearly what the LEO intends to deliver over the following 12 months.  The 
Plans identify and prioritise the key enterprise sectors and entrepreneurial capacity challenges 
that need to be targeted in each LEOs’ functional area. 

Based on the Annual Employment Survey, overall in 2015, LEO clients created a total of 
7,122 new jobs (full- and part-time) in gross terms; taking into account losses, there was a net 
increase of 3,533 all jobs (full- and part-time).  At the end of 2015, total direct employment 
among 6,573 LEO client companies stood at 32,592 (of which 23,641 were full-time and 8,951 
were part-time).

In addition to direct financial assistance, the LEOs supported an even wider cohort of entre-
preneurs and small businesses in 2015 through:

-  1,896 training programmes involving 27,185 participants;

-  provision of one-to-one mentoring support to 8,175 participants;

-  399 referrals to Micro Finance Ireland of which 200 were approved; and

-  promoting the Trading Online Voucher Scheme with almost 1,700 businesses participat-
ing.

In 2015, the LEOs provided a range of development supports aimed at building company 
capacity and performance among the micro-enterprise sector; in 2015 they paid out direct fi-
nancial assistance to 984 business projects (against a target of 900), to the value of €10m.  Of 
these, 400 were priming grants for start-up companies.

On the basis of the same allocation for 2016, the LEOs have again targeted the approval of a 
total of 900 projects to be funded and an overall total of 1,500 full time equivalent jobs associ-
ated with this direct financial support funding for the year.  (The delivery of these jobs will be 
spread over 2016 and the coming years and will be supplemented by increased employment by 
companies that received LEO financial supports in previous years).

In addition, last week I announced further capital funding investment in the LEOs under the 
LEO Competitive Fund this year.  As part of this scheme, an initial allocation of €2m is being 
made to support 16 collaborative job creation initiatives at local and regional level in support 
of the Regional Action Plans for Jobs.  A further call for proposals later this year will aim to 
support more such initiatives to strengthen job creation in each region.

At regional level, the Regional Action Plans for Jobs (RAPs) aim to ramp up job creation 
by empowering the range of public and private interests, including Local Authorities, to deliver 
new job creation initiatives.  The LEOs are a key player in many of the specific actions in the 
plans and the above competitive funds will enable them to deliver on their commitments under 
the RAPs.
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Region Published Regional APJ targets by 2020
North East/North West 28,000
Midland 14,000
West 25,000
Dublin 66,000
Mid-East 25,000
Mid-West 23,000
South-East 25,000
South-West 40,000
State Total 246,000

08/06/2016WRQQ00200Work Permits Eligibility

08/06/2016WRQQ00300658. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the proce-
dures involved in a scenario (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[14362/16]

08/06/2016WRQQ00400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
category of employment in the scenario cited by the Deputy is one which is ineligible for an em-
ployment permit and thus one in respect of which an Employment Permit would not be issued.

08/06/2016WRQQ00500Grant Payments

08/06/2016WRQQ00600659. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion when the successful applicants to the community enterprise initiative 2015-17 will be an-
nounced; if an organisation (details supplied) has been successful with its application; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [14412/16]

08/06/2016WRQQ00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): En-
terprise Ireland announced, on 1 June, the applicants that were allocated funding for their pro-
posals under the Community Enterprise Initiative.  I am pleased to say that the organization in 
question was successful in applying for grant assistance towards the cost of the development 
of a hub to encourage indigenous Irish companies to sell directly across the European Union.

08/06/2016WRQQ00800Departmental Data

08/06/2016WRQQ00900660. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if she is 
satisfied with the level of data collected on the issues that come under her Department’s remit; 
the steps she will take to work with the Administration in Northern Ireland to collect data under 
her aegis on a North-South basis; and the budgets she will put in place to undertake this work 
(details supplied).  [14444/16]

08/06/2016WRQQ01000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): My 
department collects a wide range of data across areas of business that come within its remit, 
including for example data on the issuing of employment permits, the registration of compa-
nies, public expenditure on research and innovation, export licensing statistics, the granting 
of patents and registration of trademarks, and on employment, sales, exports and expenditure 
by companies which are clients of the enterprise agencies.  In addition to data collected in the 
Offices and Agencies of my Department, key elements of data collection take place through a 
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Surveys Unit in the Department and collaboratively with the Central Statistics Office under a 
Memorandum of Understanding.

I am satisfied that my Department follows best practice when collecting data and that it has 
robust procedures in place to ensure that all data that it collects, whether as a statutory require-
ment or otherwise, is accurate and complete.

The National Competitiveness Council, in their 2015 report, noted that the availability of 
accurate, timely and relevant data is essential to develop an evidence base, conduct analysis, 
and formulate policy recommendations.  My Department considers the development of data 
and other statistical and measurement issues on an ongoing basis and my officials are currently 
engaged in work with the CSO and other Departments and Agencies on the development of im-
proved data across a range of issues including productivity and housing affordability.  Officials 
from my Department attend the Enterprise Statistics Liaison Group convened by the Central 
Statistics Office.  The Enterprise Statistics Group assesses the needs and priorities of key na-
tional users of business and enterprise statistics.

Two other recent reports have highlighted areas where better data should be available.  A 
report by the University of Limerick (UL) into the prevalence of zero hour contracts and low 
hour contracts identified limitations in existing data in these areas.  UL made a recommendation 
as to how this might be addressed in the future, which is being considered in the context of the 
broader policy response to the UL study.

The Low Pay Commission in its report last July made reference to ‘significant gaps in the 
data which would ideally be available to assist in coming to a recommendation on the level of 
the minimum wage’.  In this context, the cessation by the Central Statistics Office (CSO) of the 
National Employment Survey a number of years ago has particularly constrained the data avail-
able and its timeliness with regard to earnings.  The reintroduction of this survey by the CSO as 
soon as finances permit would be welcomed.

Comprehensive data on Northern Ireland business and economic issues is compiled by bod-
ies such as the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency and their Department for the 
Economy, and such information is made openly available.  In addition, Intertrade Ireland, the 
cross border body which is co-funded by my Department, had published a wide range of data 
from various sources, which is of direct relevance to cross border business and economic issues.  
I do not consider it appropriate that my Department would get involved in collecting data relat-
ing specifically to Northern Ireland matters.

My Department, and the agencies under its aegis, share data with their Northern Ireland 
counterparts in instances where this can bring about mutual benefits.  For example the Health 
and Safety Authority shares information and research on farm safety trends with the Health and 
Safety Executive of Northern Ireland in order to help address major workplace health and safety 
risks in the agriculture sector.

08/06/2016WRQQ01100Work Permits Applications

08/06/2016WRQQ01200661. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
status of an application by a person (details supplied) for a work permit. [14587/16]

08/06/2016WRQQ01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): A 
General Employment Permit in respect of the person named by the Deputy was issued by my 
Department on 10th November 2015. The Deputy’s query regarding the status of this person’s 
Immigration Visa application is more appropriate for my colleague, the Minister for Justice and 
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Equality.

08/06/2016WRQQ01400National Standards Authority of Ireland

08/06/2016WRQQ01500662. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
criteria and guidelines that are required to be met under the scheme for quality approved prod-
ucts (details supplied). [14596/16]

08/06/2016WRQQ01600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
relevant scheme applicable for the timber stakes will depend on which use the producer has 
in mind for the final product.  If he intends manufacturing timber poles for overhead lines the 
EU Regulation on construction products applies, in which case it would be standard I.S. EN 
14229:2010 – Structural Timber – Wood Poles for Overhead Lines.

If the products are for roadside fencing, the National Roads Authority may require the pro-
ducer to be a member of the National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI) roadside fencing 
scheme.  This scheme is based on Irish Standard I.S. 435 – Timber Post and Rail Roadside 
Fencing.

The NSAI provides certification to both standards.  The producer should contact the NSAI 
directly by phone at (01) 807 3800 or through the website www.nsai.ie for further information 
on purchasing standards or how to become certified to either standard.

08/06/2016WRQQ01700Waste Management Regulations

08/06/2016WRQQ01800663. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 613 of 24 May 2016, to clarify if the practice referred to falls 
within her remit, given the response of the Department of the Environment, Community and 
Local Government to Parliamentary Question No. 394 of 31 May 2016, namely, that this is a 
consumer protection issue; and to investigate the practice referred to and the consumer protec-
tion implications thereof. [14687/16]

08/06/2016WRQQ01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
previous questions referred to by the Deputy concerned a claim that a company will now only 
accept payment of invoices for bin charges through an online billing system for electronic tags 
thereby putting persons without access to the Internet at a disadvantage.  The general consumer 
protection legislation for which my Department has responsibility does not contain provisions 
on the form to be taken by payment invoices.  The need for such provisions has not arisen to 
date as it is in the interest of businesses to facilitate payment by customers by providing that 
payments can be made in a number of different ways.  In the case of certain regulated sectors, 
such as energy and household waste collection, service providers are required to have customer 
charters intended to safeguard the interests of users of the services.

As stated in my reply to Parliamentary Question Number 613 of 24 May 2016, the Customer 
Charter for Household Waste Collection constitutes the Sixth Schedule to the Waste Manage-
ment Collection (Permit) Regulations 2007 (S.I. No. 820 of 2007) enacted by the Minister for 
the Environment, Community and Local Government as amended most recently by the Waste 
Management (Collection Permit) (Amendment) Regulations 2015 (S.I. No. 197 of 2015) and 
the Waste Management (Collection Permit) (Amendment) Regulations 2016 (S.I. No. 24 of 
2016).  This Customer Charter requires service providers to provide ‘the highest standards in 
the provision of waste management services to their customers’ in respect of general customer 
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service; communication with customers; pricing, charging mechanisms and access to account 
information; and complaint procedures and dispute resolution.  Matters relating to the billing 
and payment practices of companies engaged in household waste collection would accordingly 
be most appropriately dealt in my view through the Customer Charter for the sector.

08/06/2016WRQQ02000Consumer Protection

08/06/2016WRQQ02100664. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 34 of 28 April 2016, if she will provide a likely date upon which 
the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission will provide an update on its investiga-
tion of this issue. [14688/16]

08/06/2016WRQQ02200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): The 
Competition and Consumer Protection Commission which is statutorily independent in the ex-
ercise of its enforcement function has advised me that the matter referred to in the Deputy’s 
question is under examination along with a number of other consumer issues which have arisen 
as a result of the introduction of a pay by weight charging structure for household waste. The 
Commission has further advised that it cannot comment on the matter or give a time frame for 
the completion of its examination.

08/06/2016WRQQ02300Ministerial Correspondence

08/06/2016WRQQ02400665. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of representations she has received from Members of the Oireachtas and the number 
of these to which she had not issued a substantive reply by 31 May 2016 by month of initial 
receipt, from 1 January 2015 to 30 April 2016; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[15040/16]

08/06/2016WRQQ02500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor): In 
the period 1 January 2015 to 30 April 2016, there were 428 representations listed as being from 
Members of the Oireachtas logged on the representations database of my Department.  This 
figure does not include any follow up correspondence which may have arisen on these repre-
sentations.

Out of the 428 representations referred to above, there were nine that had yet to be replied 
to substantively as at 31 May 2016.  Three of these were received in April 2016, three in March 
2016, one in February 2016, one in July 2015 and one in November 2015.

08/06/2016WRQQ02600Education Welfare Service

08/06/2016WRQQ02700666. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will arrange that an educational welfare officer will contact a person (details supplied) regard-
ing a school place for their child.  [14684/16]

08/06/2016WRQQ02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have asked 
Tusla, the Child and Family Agency to look into the case raised by the Deputy and provide an 
update to the Deputy on this matter.

08/06/2016WRQQ02900Grant Payments
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08/06/2016WRQQ03000667. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs how a group 
(details supplied) can apply for and receive an annual grant for operating purposes similar to 
other comparable support groups and to whom does it make this application; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [14697/16]

08/06/2016WRQQ03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I wish to advise 
that Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, which comes under the remit of my Department, is 
the statutory agency with responsibility for the funding of community and voluntary services 
for children and families.

I have forwarded your correspondence to Tusla for its consideration and for direct reply to 
the organisation concerned.

08/06/2016WRRR00150North-South Ministerial Council

08/06/2016WRRR00200668. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the State 
bodies under her remit that have developed memorandums of understanding with her counter-
part in Northern Ireland on the efficient delivery of services on the island of Ireland; if she has 
carried out a cost-benefit analysis of the development of further memorandums of understand-
ing; the details of the cost-benefit analysis; and the new memorandums of understanding she 
will create between State bodies under their remits through the lifetime of this Government.  
[14277/16]

08/06/2016WRRR00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The ongoing 
North South work of my Department takes place under the auspices of the North South Min-
isterial Council.  The North South Ministerial Council meets in Sectorial Format to oversee 
co-operation in agreed areas/sectors.  At these Sectorial meetings the Irish Government is rep-
resented by the Minister or the Minister of State responsible for that Sector, and the Northern 
Ireland Executive is represented by two Ministers nominated by the First Minister and deputy 
First Minister on a cross-community basis. 

I am responsible for the following Agencies - the Adoption Authority of Ireland, Children 
Detention Schools and Tusla, the Child and Family Agency.  I have certain responsibilities with 
regard to the Ombudsman for Children’s Office and Gaisce (The President’s Award).  There are 
no Memorandums of Understanding (MOU) between the Oberstown Children Detention Cam-
pus and its counterpart in Northern Ireland, the Woodlands Juvenile Justice Centre.  However, 
there is extensive contact between both centres on matters of common interest and the sharing 
of best practice in relation to the detention of children.  This co-operation is on an on-going 
basis and also includes exchange visits by staff of both centres at periodic intervals.

With regard to the Adoption Authority of Ireland and  Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, 
there are no MOU’s in place between these bodies and their counterparts in Northern Ireland.  
Tusla’s National Manager for Information, Data Protection and Research, is a member of the 
North South Ministerial Council Officials Group. 

I have requested the Ombudsman for Children’s Office to respond to you directly as it is an 
independent statutory body established under the Ombudsman for Children’s Act, 2002.  The 
Act provides that the Ombudsman for Children is independent in the performance of his func-
tions under the Act and is directly accountable to the Oireachtas in relation to the exercise of his 
functions. Gaisce (The President’s Award) will also respond to you directly.
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08/06/2016WRRR00350Child Care Services Provision

08/06/2016WRRR00400669. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the lo-
cations in which there are community crèches and if it is planned to expand on these; if so, the 
locations, timeframe and criteria which will be used; if public buildings such as schools will be 
used; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [14356/16]

08/06/2016WRRR00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): There are in 
excess of one thousand community/not for profit childcare services currently in contract with 
the Department to provide the various childcare programmes.  A visual search for these pro-
viders can be carried out via Pobal Maps at maps.pobal.ie, which received a major update 
yesterday, June 7th.  Alternatively, each of the 30 City/County Childcare Committees (CCCs) 
maintains lists of providers in their respective areas.  A list of CCC contacts is available on my 
Department’s website, www.dcya.gov.ie, and links are also available through Early Childhood 
Ireland’s website.

In response to the expansion of ECCE announced in Budget 2016, and to support the devel-
opment of capacity in the sector, my Department has initiated a number of actions.  The Depart-
ment made detailed information available to the CCCs at the beginning of this year indicating 
the number of children, by every electoral division across the country, who would be eligible 
for an ECCE place in September 2016, January 2017 and April 2017.  My Department contin-
ues to work closely with the CCCs to match this data against reported capacity in the sector to 
meet the increase in demand.  My Department is working with the CCCs on the development 
of action plans for areas where a shortfall in supply may be identified. 

In Budget 2016 my predecessor, Minister James Reilly, announced the opportunity for pri-
vate childcare providers to participate in the Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) pro-
gramme for the first time - this was to ensure that families eligible for CCS but living in an 
area with no community/not-for-profit childcare service could access subsidised childcare.  A 
number of private childcare providers are now contracting with my Department and will be 
participating in the Community Childcare Subvention (Private) (CCSP) programme.  My De-
partment has recently (June 2nd, 2016), announced the re-opening of the contract process for 
CCS Private providers, and this will remain open until 1 August 2016.  I intend to take further 
steps to promote registration of private providers in this scheme shortly. 

In addition, my Department announced the introduction of an Early Years Capital Pro-
gramme earlier this year with total funding of €4 million available.  This funding was targeted 
at early years pre-school providers, both community and private, that are making alterations to 
their services to accommodate increased numbers of children.  The maximum grant available 
under this programme is €10,000.  The closing date for applications was 8 April, 2016 and I 
hope to announce the successful applicants in the coming weeks. 

In relation to the use of public buildings such as schools to provide childcare, The Pro-
gramme for Government indicates that community groups and private providers will be invited 
to tender to use school facilities - outside school hours - for childcare purposes.  A cross-Depart-
mental group has now been established to consider how best to implement this commitment, 
and this group met for the first time last week. Officials from my Department and the Depart-
ment of Education and Skills have been tasked with the development of a joint proposal for my 
consideration and the consideration of my colleague in Government, Minister Richard Bruton.

08/06/2016WRRR00550Early Childhood Care and Education
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08/06/2016WRRR00600670. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of applications received by her Department for a second early childhood care and education 
scheme year starting in September 2016 from parents of children born before 1 January 2012. 
[14373/16]

08/06/2016WRRR00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): From Septem-
ber 2016, children will be eligible to start free pre-school when they reach the age of 3, and can 
continue in free pre-school until they start primary school (once the child is not older than 5½ 
years at the end of the pre-school year i.e. end June).  The age range for eligibility for children 
enrolling for the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme in September 2016 
is 1 January 2012 to the 31 August 2013. 

Applications for access to the ECCE scheme are normally handled directly between the par-
ent, the provider and Pobal, who administer the programme on behalf of my Department.  My 
Department only becomes involved in certain circumstances.

The eligibility criteria for national schemes must be strictly adhered to.  Exceptions to these 
criteria can only currently be made in the event that a child has been diagnosed as having a spe-
cial/additional need.  Any request for an exemption from ECCE eligibility criteria must, under 
current rules, be supported by a medical assessment report from the HSE/medical specialist, 
specifying the child’s special need and diagnosis. 

In such a case, an application should be made to the Early Years Policies and Programmes 
Unit of my Department, attaching the supporting medical report. 

I understand that, as of 2 June 2016, my Department has received 156 applications for 
children to avail of a second free pre-school year in September 2016 and whose date of birth is 
before 1 Jan 2012.  Of these, 123 were approved and 25 were not approved.  Eight applications 
remain pending awaiting further documentation.  Once documentation is received, these will 
be processed without delay.

08/06/2016WRRR00750Early Childhood Care and Education

08/06/2016WRRR00800671. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs to consider 
providing greater flexibility in providing an exemption for early childhood care and education 
scheme eligibility criteria for second year placements for children born before 1 January 2012 
to facilitate children who, in the opinion of their school principals, are not deemed socially or 
emotionally ready, to progress into school.  [14374/16]

08/06/2016WRRR00900672. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs to allow 
a child (details supplied) to access a second year early childhood care and education scheme 
placement on the grounds that the child is not socially or emotionally ready to progress into 
school. [14375/16]

08/06/2016WRRR01000675. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs to allow a 
person (details supplied) to access a second year early childhood care and education place-
ment on the grounds that the child is not socially or emotionally ready to progress into school. 
[14415/16]

08/06/2016WRRR01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 671, 672 and 675 together.

In Budget 2016 it was announced that, from September 2016, children will be eligible to 
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attend free pre-school from the age of 3 years until they start primary school (once the child 
is not older than 5 years and 6 months at the end of the pre-school year i.e. end June).  From 
September 2016, children who are over the age of 4 years and 8 months at the beginning of the 
relevant preschool year, will not be eligible to avail of the ECCE programme.  The only excep-
tion to this rule is an exemption on the grounds of disability or special needs, the criteria for 
which are set out below.  The age range for eligibility for children enrolling for the programme 
in September 2016 is 1 January 2012 to the 31 August 2013.

Exemptions to this rule can currently be made in the event that a child has been diagnosed 
as having a special/additional need.  Current policy requires that any request for an exemption 
from ECCE eligibility criteria must be supported by a medical assessment report from the HSE/
medical specialist specifying the child’s special need and diagnosis.  At present, this require-
ment is necessary to maintain a clear and standard basis for applying exemptions and is not 
intended to undermine the view of a parent or teacher in relation to a child’s need.

The following specialist/ medical reports are accepted as supporting documentation when 
applying for an exemption under the ECCE programme:

Speech and Language Therapist

Occupational Therapist

Senior Psychologist

Physiotherapist

Paediatrician 

Neurologist

Psychiatrist

Psychotherapist

Cardiologist

Oncologist

Ophthalmologist

Otolaryngologist (ENT specialist)

Gastroenterologist

My understanding is that the above is not an exhaustive list and a report from a medical 
practitioner or healthcare professional who is qualified to diagnose a disability is acceptable.

In November 2015, my predecessor Dr. James Reilly, launched a new model to support 
children  with a disability to fully participate in the ECCE programme.  Work in relation to the 
detailed development and implementation of this model is well advanced, with a view to intro-
ducing the model from September 2016 onward.  The new Access and Inclusion Model (AIM) 
will not focus on medical diagnosis but rather on the developmental level of children with a 
disability, their functional ability, their strengths and their needs.  On this basis, my Department 
intends to review the current process for providing exemptions to ECCE eligibility criteria, i.e. 
a medical-based assessment.  However, this review will need to build on the current work in 
relation to the development of the new model of supports and will take some time to complete.
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08/06/2016WRRR01150Adoption Data

08/06/2016WRRR01200673. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the average cost of an adoption, using the most recently available figures, from January to De-
cember of that year. [14378/16]

08/06/2016WRRR01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): There is no fee 
payable to either the Adoption Authority of Ireland or Tusla, by prospective adoptive parents for 
making an application for a domestic adoption.  However, costs may be incurred by applicants 
during the process for the procurement of certificates, swearing of documents, legal advice and 
court applications where necessary.

The accreditation of an agency to provide services in relation to facilitating intercountry 
adoptions is regulated by the Adoption Authority of Ireland.  Currently, Helping Hands Adop-
tion Mediation Agency is accredited by the Adoption Authority of Ireland for this purpose.  This 
agency has approval from the Adoption Authority of Ireland to charge applicants a common 
programme fee of €6,500 per application.  The fee applies to the Irish costs for intercountry 
adoption and covers overheads and costs incurred by the agency.  These costs include: staff-
ing, insurance, rent, transmission of assessment reports and client support.  In addition to the 
common programme fee, each country has its own specific fees, which vary for each country.  
Details of the fees for each country can be obtained at http://www.helpinghands.ie.

08/06/2016WRRR01350Adoption Data

08/06/2016WRRR01400674. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
under section 22 of the Adoption Act 2010, how often is the cost of adoption subsidised by the 
relevant authority; to what extent are costs subsidised; and the criteria for deeming whether or 
not, it is appropriate to subsidise the cost of adoption. [14379/16]

08/06/2016WRRR01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Under the 
Adoption Act 2010 the Child and Family Agency carries out robust and comprehensive assess-
ments on individuals who wish to adopt a child.  The assessment of a person suitable to adopt 
as per section 34 of the Adoption Act 2010 states that an adoption order shall not be made un-
less the Authority is satisfied that the applicant is a suitable person to have rights and duties in 
respect of the child, is of good moral character, in good health and of an age that he or she has 
a reasonable expectation of being capable throughout the child’s childhood of fulfilling his or 
her parental duties in respect of the child.  In addition, the applicant needs to demonstrate an 
ability to promote and support the child’s development and well being, providing the necessary 
health, social, educational and other interventions for the child, and valuing and supporting the 
child needs in relation to his or her identity and ethnic religious and cultural background.  The 
assessment includes ensuring that the applicant has adequate means to support the child.

Section 22 of the Adoption Act 2010, provides that the Child and Family Agency may con-
tribute towards the expenses incurred by a person in connection with an application to adopt.  
I am advised by the Child and Family Agency that this may occur when dealing with the issue 
of dispensing with consent.  Section 26 of the Act provides that an adoption order cannot be 
granted unless consent has been given by a child’s mother, a guardian or person having charge 
of the child.  In cases where the mother cannot give consent or is unwilling to do so and it is 
deemed that adoption is in the child’s best interest, the case will be referred to the High Court 
where the dispensing of the mothers consent will be considered.  These cases are often associ-
ated with children in long term care who are being adopted by their foster carers.  In such cases 
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the Agency may meet the High Court costs if the applicants, as identified through the assess-
ment do not have the means to meet these costs.  The Agency may also meet the cost of supple-
mentary assessments such as DNA testing in order to determine parentage and/or psychological 
tests where the costs cannot be met by the person required to undergo the assessment.

  Question No. 675 answered with Question No. 671.

08/06/2016WRRR01550Departmental Data

08/06/2016WRRR01600676. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she is 
satisfied with the level of data that is collected on the issues that come under her Department’s 
remit; the steps she will take to work with the Administration in Northern Ireland to collect data 
under her aegis on a North-South basis; and the budget she will put in place to undertake this 
work (details supplied).  [14436/16]

08/06/2016WRRR01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
is involved in a number of data initiatives relevant to its remit.  In this context it

-  funds and oversees Growing Up in Ireland: the National Longitudinal Study for Children, 
which is a rich source of data and covers a number of key domains

-  publishes the biennial State of the Nations Children Report, which charts the well-being 
of children in Ireland across a range of key indicators

-  oversees the implementation of the National Strategy for Research and Data on Children’s 
Lives

-  manages the Inventory of Data Sources on Children’s Lives, an online data related re-
source aimed at a range of users including those involved in research, service planning, service 
evaluation and policy development and monitoring in relation to children.

My Department is also currently in the final stages of a project to develop a set of outcome 
indicators to track progress across the five national outcomes in Better Outcomes, Brighter Fu-
tures, the Children and Young People’s Policy Framework.

Data in Growing Up in Ireland, the National Longitudinal Study of Children in Ireland, has 
similarities with the Millennium Cohort Study carried out in Northern Ireland, and together 
they provide a rich source of comparative data with a North South dimension.  Extensive data 
is also collated on each individual child on admission to detention in the Oberstown Children 
Detention Campus.

Together with the Office of the First and Deputy First Minister of Northern Ireland and 
Atlantic Philanthropies, my Department has given financial support to the Children’s Research 
Network for Ireland and Northern Ireland over the past number of years.  The Network brings 
together a wide range of professionals with an interest in data and research on child and family 
issues across the island of Ireland. Members include researchers from academia, Government, 
voluntary and independent sectors.

The ongoing North South work of my Department takes place under the auspices of the 
North South Ministerial Council.  The North South Ministerial Council meets in Sectorial For-
mat to oversee co-operation in agreed areas/sectors.  At these Sectorial meetings the Irish Gov-
ernment is represented by the Minister or the Minister of State responsible for that Sector, and 
the Northern Ireland Executive is represented by two Ministers nominated by the First Minister 
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and deputy First Minister on a cross-community basis.  As Minister, I participate in the Child 
Protection Agenda of the Health Sectorial.  There are five identified workstreams under this 
agenda and, where necessary, data from the two jurisdictions is collated and analysed in relation 
to specific issues.  The work programme is due for review shortly, and the issue of the collection 
and sharing of relevant data will form part of these discussions.

08/06/2016WRRR01750Industrial Disputes

08/06/2016WRRR01800677. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views 
on the decision by staff at Oberstown youth detention centre to proceed with industrial action 
on 31 May 2016. [14585/16]

08/06/2016WRRR01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As Minister with 
responsibility for children and young people, I am committed, first and foremost, to the provi-
sion of an appropriate, safe and secure environment for children in custody on the Oberstown 
campus.  These children are cared for by staff who deserve to have a safe working environment.  

In recent years it has been Government policy to end the practice of detaining children in 
adult prison facilities.  In moving towards this goal a series of developments have been put in 
place.  These have included a substantial capital development to provide new and modern facil-
ities at Oberstown, measures to integrate and standardise procedures on the Campus, legislative 
reform under the Children (Amendment) Act 2015 and the first programme of staff recruitment 
in over ten years.  I acknowledge the contribution of the staff and managers in Oberstown on 
the progress that has been made in this area. 

I understand that the issues of staff safety and training supports are currently the subject of 
discussion between Oberstown management and staff representatives at the Workplace Rela-
tions Commission, following the industrial action which took place on Tuesday 31 May.  

In Oberstown, there is an emphasis on training in behaviour management programmes that 
de-escalate and, where possible, avoid crises involving the behaviour of children. I condemn 
any and all incidents resulting in assault and injury to staff.  There is no acceptable level of 
violent behaviour in a children detention school.  I am advised that children are assessed daily 
for all forms of risk and in the light of such assessments the residential care plans for children 
are reviewed accordingly.  The Oberstown Campus has in place a published bespoke behav-
iour management policy which has been developed in conjunction with the Crisis Prevention 
Institute of Wisconsin, USA.  Policies and procedures are continually reviewed from a safety 
perspective.  Unfortunately, the risk of injury cannot be excluded completely given the nature 
of a children detention school.  A specific employee assistance programme is in place to assist 
members of staff on foot of any such incident where required. Staff are fully supported where 
incidents have to be investigated by the Garda authorities.

I welcome the fact that the engagement between Oberstown management and staff is now 
taking place at the Workplace Relations Commission and understand that industrial action has 
been suspended during this process.  I intend to continue to monitor the progress of these dis-
cussions, in conjunction with the Oberstown board of management.

08/06/2016WRSS00200Children and Young People’s Policy Framework

08/06/2016WRSS00300678. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the steps 
he will take pursuant to the programme for Government to implement the National Policy 
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Framework for Children and Young People 2014-2020, Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures; the 
objectives of the National Youth Strategy 2015-2020; to reverse the reductions in financial sup-
port afforded to various organisations which are dedicated to enabling and empowering young 
persons to realise their full potential such as Scouting Ireland; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [14595/16]

08/06/2016WRSS00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Better Outcomes, 
Brighter Futures: The National Policy Framework for Children and Young People (2014-2020) 
was launched by Government in April 2014.  It sets out 163 key policy commitments, and out-
lines five national outcomes we seek to achieve for all children and young people:

1. Active and healthy with physical and mental wellbeing

2.  Achieving full potential in all areas of learning and development

3.  Safe and protected from harm

4.  Economic security and opportunity

5.  Connected, respected and contributing to their world.

While not explicitly mentioned in the Programme for Government, the Government re-
mains fully committed to continuing the implementation of Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures.  
The role of my Department is to lead this implementation on behalf of government.

Effective implementation is ensured by the robust whole of government implementation 
infrastructure.  These structures include the Children and Young People’s Policy Consortium, 
which has overall responsibility for cross government implementation and oversight, the Spon-
sors Group, which brings together the Departments with responsibility for the five national 
outcomes and the Implementation Team in my Department, which supports the process.

The Advisory Council for Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures brings together key members 
of the community and voluntary sector as well as independent experts and individuals with 
experience working with and for children and young people, ensuring that they are actively 
involved in the implementation process.

An implementation plan for Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures covering 2014-2017 was 
developed, including actions under each of the 163 commitments from across government, as 
well as details on cross-sectoral priorities.  The first annual report on implementation was pub-
lished in June 2015.  Both the implementation plan and annual report are available to the public 
on my Department’s website.  Work on the second annual report is ongoing in my Department.

The National Youth Strategy (2015-2020), published last October was developed in close 
consultation with statutory youth interests and the voluntary youth organisations and services 
that work with young people.

The strategy sets out Government’s aims for young people, aged 10 to 24 years, aligned 
with the five national outcomes in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures.  The Strategy identifies 
some fifty priority actions to be delivered by Government departments, state agencies and by 
others, including the voluntary youth services over 2015 to 2017.  They include actions to ad-
dress issues which are a high priority for young people themselves.  Priorities include: reform 
of the youth funding programmes in line with the recommendations in the Value for Money 
and Policy Review of Youth Programmes to ensure improved outcomes for young people, op-
portunities for those young people furthest from the labour market through measures such as 
the Youth Employability Initiative and the National Strategy on Children and Young People’s 
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Participation in Decision-making.

My Department is in the process of setting up a National Youth Strategy (2015-2020) lead 
team to support the coordination, progression and monitoring of its implementation.  The struc-
tures established by my Department under Better Outcomes Brighter Futures, will oversee the 
roll out of its implementation.

I am pleased to advise the Deputy that Budget 2016 provided an additional €1.1m in current 
youth funding to my Department bringing the total allocation for the youth services to €51m in 
2016.  Scouting Ireland has been allocated €834,607 in 2016, an increase of more than €20,000 
on their 2015 allocation.

In addition, Scouting Ireland has been allocated some €200,000 in 2016 for the ‘Operation 
Lelievlet’ programme.  This programme, which is funded under the Dormant Accounts Dis-
bursement Scheme links a direct employment/training initiatives for disadvantaged youth in 
areas of Limerick with the development of Scouting in marginalised communities and the de-
velopment of recreational facilities on the Shannon for more young people.  Operation Lelievlet 
is built on a partnership between Scouting Ireland and local agencies, including Limerick City 
Build and Limerick City Council.

08/06/2016WRSS00500Domestic Violence Services Funding

08/06/2016WRSS00600679. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the annual 
spend on domestic violence services for households experiencing homelessness from 2012 to 
2016 to date in tabular form. [14633/16]

08/06/2016WRSS00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, has statutory responsibility for the care and protection of victims of domes-
tic, sexual and gender based violence whether in the context of the family or otherwise.  At all 
times, Tusla’s key priority is to ensure that the needs of victims of domestic and sexual violence 
are being met in the best way possible.

A network of 60 organisations provide services to victims of domestic, sexual and gender 
based violence in Ireland, including 20 services providing emergency refuge accommodation to 
women and children and 24 community-based domestic violence services.

The Agency has established a more co-ordinated approach for provision of these services 
with a dedicated national budget of €20.6m in 2016.  This includes an additional €200,000 to 
support implementation of obligations under the Convention on Preventing and Combating 
Violence Against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention).

In 2015, particular priority was given to protecting frontline services, and in that context, 
funding for services for victims of domestic and sexual violence survivors was protected.  Con-
tinuing with this commitment, in 2016, funding to domestic violence services has been protect-
ed at the same level as 2015 overall, with some additional provision for emergency accommo-
dation in the greater Dublin area for an extra eight family units of emergency accommodation 
and also enhanced access to community based outreach services for victims.

Tusla has advised that it does not hold the details of annual spend on domestic violence 
services for households who experience homelessness within the totality of domestic violence 
services.

Domestic violence refuge services can provide services for women and children fleeing 
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domestic violence who are temporarily homeless.  However, this is only a subset of the total 
number of households experiencing homelessness and domestic violence, and many of these 
families do not appear in homeless data if they return to the family home or find other accom-
modation solutions.

Details of total Tusla funding for domestic violence services is set out in the following table.  
Tusla has further advised that it does not hold funding details for domestic violence services 
prior to 2014 as these services were previously funded by the Health Service Executive.

Tusla funding for Domestic 
Violence Services 2014

Tusla funding for Domestic 
Violence Services 2015

Tusla funding for Domestic Violence 
Services January - end June 2016

€13,356,008.12 €15,644,044.44* €7,475,707.33

*Includes funding transferred from the Department of Environment Community and Local 
Government.

08/06/2016WRSS00800Youth Justice Strategy

08/06/2016WRSS00900680. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
plans to collaborate with the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality on addressing youth 
criminal behaviour and sanctions; if she has examined the Jesuit Centre for Faith and Justice, 
Developing Inside Transforming Prison for Young Adults report, given that the Better Out-
comes, Brighter Futures national policy framework defines young person as under the age of 25 
years; if she will be the responsible Minister for young adult offenders aged 18 to 24 years; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [14770/16]

08/06/2016WRSS01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Statutory pro-
vision in relation to young offenders in terms of persons under the age of 18 years is set out 
in the Children Act 2001.  The elements of the Children Act relating to the operation of the 
Garda Youth Diversion Programme, matters relating to criminal proceedings against children, 
criminal law issues and the operation of the Children Court under the Act come within the remit 
of the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality.  The operation of the children detention 
school system under Part 10 of the Act is under the remit of the Minister for Children and Youth 
Affairs.  The Irish Youth Justice Service, based in my Department and staffed by officials work-
ing on an interagency basis from both Departments concerned, oversee the operation of the 
Act, youth crime policy and all relevant projects and programmes.  A Youth Justice Action Plan 
was agreed in 2014 for the period up to 2018 and this is implemented by the Irish Youth Justice 
Service in conjunction with all relevant agencies, including An Garda Síochána, the Probation 
Service, the Oberstown Detention Campus, the Irish Prison Service and Tusla, the Child and 
Family Agency.  The aim of the Action Plan is to create a safer society by working in partner-
ship to reduce youth offending through appropriate interventions and linkages to services.

The Deputy’s question refers to the recent report issued by the Jesuit Centre for Faith and 
Justice, entitled “Developing Inside - Transforming prison for young adults”.  This report makes 
a range of recommendations in relation to the operation of prison and custodial regimes for 
young adults in the age range of 18 - 24 years.  These recommendations include assigning re-
sponsibility for this age cohort to the Irish Youth Justice Service, achieving a significant reduc-
tion in the number imprisoned, accommodating such persons in separate facilities from older 
prisoners, ending the use of restricted prison regimes and enhanced training for prison staff.  All 
of these recommendations have implications for the operation of the adult prison system and 
some of them have implications for the wider criminal justice system, which is under the remit 
of the Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality.
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While the Irish Youth Justice Service is based in my Department, I must inform the Deputy 
that my political priority in this field must continue to be the ending of the practice of detain-
ing children in adult prison facilities.  A programme of investment in the Oberstown campus, 
combined with necessary legal and operational reforms, has been underway in recent years to 
this end.  It is my aim to assign responsibility for 17 year old boys who are serving a sentence of 
detention to the Oberstown campus at the earliest date possible this year, subject to the progress 
of a recruitment programme which is ongoing at present.  This will end the practice of detaining 
children in adult prison facilities, which has been called for since at least the 1980s.

08/06/2016WRSS01100Youth Services Expenditure

08/06/2016WRSS01200681. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs to re-
port on the resources she is making available for parenting support as part of an early interven-
tion and prevention initiative for anti-social and-or criminal behaviour; the linkages that will 
be made with the Department of Education and Skills in these respects; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [14771/16]

08/06/2016WRSS01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Statutory provi-
sion in relation to young people involved in crime is set out in the Children Act 2001.  The Irish 
Youth Justice Service, based in my Department and staffed by officials from my Department 
and the Department of Justice and Equality, oversee the operation of the Act and all relevant 
policies and programmes.

There is significant investment in community based programmes which are directed at di-
verting young people from further involvement in criminal or anti-social behaviour.  In 2016, 
just under €17 million has been allocated by the Department of Justice and Equality to the Irish 
Youth Justice Service to administer Garda Youth Diversion Projects, Young Persons Probation 
Projects and a number of other youth diversion community-based projects.  These projects also 
benefit from support under the European Social Fund.

In addition to Garda Youth Diversion Projects, there are 109 communities supported through 
the Family and Community Services Resource Centre Programme (FRC programme) which is 
operated by Tusla, the Child and Family Agency and which provides services and supports 
to local communities.  Tusla provides core funding to its established network of 107 Centres 
nationwide, and two outreach Centres.  Tusla is providing funding of approximately €13m this 
year.  The primary role of the Family and Community Services Resource Centre Programme 
has been, and will continue to be, prevention and early intervention.  The main the role of Tusla 
is to provide family support, the same way as it does for families in the general community, by 
providing  guidance and parenting supports through its locally based services such as the provi-
sion of parenting programmes.  The Centres emphasise the involvement of local communities 
in tackling the problems they face, and creating successful partnerships between voluntary and 
statutory agencies at community level.  Family Resource Centres involve people from margin-
alised groups and areas of disadvantage at all levels of the organisation.

The Educational Welfare Services of Tusla, the Child and Family Agency operate under the 
Education (Welfare) Act, 2000, which emphasises the promotion of school attendance, partici-
pation and retention.  The statutory and school support services of the Child and Family Agen-
cy’s Educational Welfare Services work together collaboratively and cohesively with schools 
and other relevant services to secure better educational outcomes for children and young people.

Schools are obliged by law under the Education (Welfare) Act, 2000 to submit reports on 
school attendance to the Educational Welfare Services of the Child and Family Agency.
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08/06/2016WRSS01400Children in Care

08/06/2016WRSS01500682. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of children received into care over the past three years on the basis of a court order under 
the provisions of the Child Care Act 1991; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[14775/16]

08/06/2016WRSS01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Child and 
Family Agency, Tusla, has a statutory duty under the Child Care Act 1991 to promote the wel-
fare of children who are not receiving adequate care and protection and, if necessary, to receive 
a child into the care of the State.  As of the 31st March 2016, there were 6,405 children in care.  
Of these 93% were in foster care, with 4,162 in general foster care and 1,790 in foster care with 
relatives.

As the majority of children in care are in foster care family settings in the community, indi-
cators of stability of the placement and participation in education are useful in monitoring the 
performance of Tusla in relation to overall welfare.  Figures from Tusla show that at the end 
of December 2014, 14% of children had been in care less than a year, with 48% in care for be-
tween 1 to 5 years and 38% had been in care for longer than 5 years.

A care order, in the case of emergency, interim or full care orders, can only be issued by a 
member of the judiciary sitting in the District Court, which may be part of a special sitting as the 
Children Court, as indicated in the Child Care Act 1991.  In the case of special care orders, an 
application must be made to the High Court.  Decisions on the variation or discharge of a care 
order are also a matter for the relevant Court and lie outside the powers of Tusla.  If a person is 
unhappy with a care order then an appeal can be lodged with the Courts, which, normally, in the 
case of an order from the District Court is to be lodged within 14 days of the order being made.  
Under the Act, it is possible for a child to be placed with Tusla in care on a voluntary basis but 
this is not a care order and can be rescinded by the parent or guardian at any time.

Information on admissions to care, and the legal reasons for being in care, is available on an 
annual basis and is reported in the Annual Review of Adequacy which is published by Tusla.  
Such data for 2015 is currently going through extensive validation and is not yet ready for pub-
lication.  Table 1 shows the number of admissions to care both voluntarily and under a Court 
ordered care order for 2012, 2013 and 2014.  It should be noted that the number of admissions 
does not equate to the number of children admitted to care, as some children can be readmitted 
to care throughout the year.

Table 1: Legal Reasons for Admissions to Care

Year Total Admit-
ted into Care 

No. admitted 
under an 
Emergency 
Care Order

No. admitted 
under an 
Interim Care 
Order

No. admitted 
under a Care 
Order

No. admit-
ted under a 
Detention 
Order of the 
High Court

No. admitted 
under An-
other Court 
Order

No. of 
Voluntary 
admissions 
into care 

2014 1,632 163 198 280 1 62 928
2013 1,896 255 280 98 2 42 1,219
2012 2,070 261 281 123 0 94 1,311

I have also included Table 2 for the Deputy’s information.  It is evident that while the major-
ity of admissions to care throughout the year are on a voluntary basis, the majority of children 
in care at the end of the year were under a Court Order.
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Table 2: Legal Reasons a Child is in Care

Year Total In Care 
on the 31st 
December

Legal Reason 
for Being in 
Care:  Emer-
gency Care 
Order

Legal Reason 
for Being in 
Care:  Interim 
Care Order

Legal Rea-
son for Be-
ing in Care: 
Care Order

Legal Reason 
for Being in 
Care: Deten-
tion Order of 
the High Court

Legal Rea-
son for Be-
ing in Care: 
Other Court 
Order

Number of 
Children in 
Care Volun-
tary 

2014 6,454 154 592 3,068 18 70 2,552 
2013 6,469 160 528 3,046 8 62 2,665 
2012 6,332 155 536 2,927 8  40 2,666 

08/06/2016WRSS01700Child and Family Agency Funding

08/06/2016WRSS01800683. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 927 of 31 May 2016, the projects or organisations that have 
received funding from the Atlantic Philanthropies in 2015 and those forecast to receive the pro-
posed funding for 2016; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [14984/16]

08/06/2016WRSS01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In May 2014 
Tusla applied to Atlantic Philanthropies (AP) for a grant to support the intensive implementa-
tion of the Prevention, Partnership and Family Support programme (PPFS).  The objective of 
this grant application was to seek funding to support the implementation of previous Atlantic 
funded work in the area of Prevention, Partnership and Family Support.  In particular the grant 
provides the means through which Tusla is able to provide intensive implementation of a na-
tionwide programme to enhance area based approaches to PPFS and a national practice model 
for all agencies working with children, young people and families.  The AP grant is designed to 
enable Tusla to build better intra agency and inter agency capacity to implement key practice 
and process changes to ensure Tusla’s prevention and early intervention system is operating 
effectively and delivering a high quality, standardised and nationally consistent service to chil-
dren and families.

The Galway University Foundation (NUIG) is the recipient of the Atlantic Philanthropies 
funding in the first instance which is then allocated to Tusla in instalments over the life of the 
grant (2015 - 2018) against an agreed national programme.  The majority of the AP funding 
received is spent within Tusla on items such as staff training on the PPFS programme.  In 2015 
the funding was also partly utilised by Tusla to commission work from EPIC (Development of 
Children’s Fora ); IFCA ( Development of Peer Support groups ); Investing in Children (Quality 
Assurance in Participatory Practice) and Keenaghan Collaborative (Development of National 
Train the Trainers programme in Participatory Practice with Children and Young People).  In 
2016 Tusla will continue to commission this work as outlined.  In addition in 2016 Tusla will 
commission work from Dr. Carmel Corrigan (Development of National Children’s Charter) and 
Quality Matters (Development of the provision of support to carers).  Furthermore a small seed 
funding grant will be made available to each of the seventeen areas to support initiatives in Par-
ticipation & Parenting.  This is at an early stage and the recipients have not yet been selected.

08/06/2016WRSS02000Child and Family Agency Staff

08/06/2016WRSS02100684. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of persons in Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, who are or were being paid over the 
recommended public sector salary cap over the past three years in tabular form; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [14985/16]
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08/06/2016WRSS02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I understand 
that the Deputy is referring to a 2011 Government Decision which introduced a general pay 
ceiling of €200,000 for future appointments to higher positions across the public service and a 
general pay ceiling of €250,000 for future appointments of CEO posts within Commercial State 
Companies.  I can confirm that over the past three years no employee of Tusla has received a 
salary in excess of this general pay ceiling.

08/06/2016WRSS02300Child and Family Agency Staff

08/06/2016WRSS02400685. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the total 
staff complement of Tusla, the Child and Family Agency; the numbers assigned to Tusla from 
the Health Service Executive, children and family services, the Family Support Agency and the 
National Educational Welfare Board in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [14986/16]

08/06/2016WRSS02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla was es-
tablished on 1 January 2014 and operational arrangements were completed in advance of this 
date to ensure the smooth transition of service provisions, staff and service management.  This 
included the transfer of staff from the Health Service Executive (HSE), the National Educa-
tional Welfare Board (NEWB) and the Family Support Agency (FSA).  Provision was made for 
the transfer of 3,859 whole-time equivalent positions for Tusla, not all of which were in place 
at the time of transfer.  This was made up as follows:

Transfer from Whole-time Equivalent (WTE)
HSE 3,746
NEWB 97
FSA 16
Total 3,859

At the end of April 2016, there were 3,636 whole-time equivalents in place across Tusla and 
they are currently recruiting for 187 positions.

08/06/2016WRSS02600Ministerial Correspondence

08/06/2016WRSS02700686. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of representations she has received from Members of the Oireachtas and the number of these to 
which she had not issued a substantive reply by 31 May 2016, by month of initial receipt, from 
1 January 2015 to 30 April 2016; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15032/16]

08/06/2016WRSS02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): It is not possible 
for my Department to provide data in a manner that would allow the Deputy’s question to be 
fully answered within the time-frame available.  During the period in question a total of 2,059 
representations were received in my Department, including from members of the Oireachtas.  
In the same period, 1,969 representations were finalised, leaving a total of 90 representations 
not issued with a substantive reply.

08/06/2016WRSS02900Ministerial Responsibilities
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08/06/2016WRSS03000687. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the role his 
Department has with the Department of Defence now that the Minister of State is located within 
his own Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14454/16]

08/06/2016WRSS03100688. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the procedures 
he has in place to receive briefings in his role relating to the Department of Defence and the 
nature and scope of delegation orders he has signed or intends to sign; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14517/16]

08/06/2016WRSS03200Taoiseach and Minister for Defence (Deputy Enda Kenny): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 687 and 688 together.

There is no change in the position as regards the relationship between the Department of 
Defence and the Department of the Taoiseach.  Subject to finalisation of the necessary statu-
tory instruments, the Minister of State at the Department of Defence, Minister Paul Kehoe, will 
undertake the associated delegated functions.  As such, he will brief me on a regular basis on 
developments in the defence area, as will the Secretary General of the Department of Defence 
and as the need arises.

Work is underway in relation to the preparation of a Delegation of Ministerial Functions 
Order under the Minister and Secretaries (Amendment) (No. 2) Act 1977.  This Order will be 
finalised as soon as possible in conjunction with the office of the Attorney General.

08/06/2016WRTT00150Cross-Border Co-operation

08/06/2016WRTT00200689. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the State bodies 
under his remit that have developed memorandums of understanding with his counterpart in 
Northern Ireland on the efficient delivery of services on the island of Ireland; if he has carried 
out a cost-benefit analysis of the development of further memorandums of understanding; the 
details of the cost-benefit analysis; and the new memorandums of understanding he will create 
between State bodies under their remits through the lifetime of the Government.  [14279/16]

08/06/2016WRTT00300Taoiseach and Minister for Defence (Deputy Enda Kenny): The only State body under 
the aegis of the Department of Defence is the Army Pensions Board.  The Army Pensions Board 
is an independent statutory body established under the Army Pensions Act 1927.  Under the 
various Army Pensions Acts the Army Pensions Board has a specific role in relation to the grant 
of pensions and gratuities to former members of the Permanent Defence Force (PDF) in respect 
of permanent disablement due to a wound or injury attributable to military service (whether at 
home or abroad) or due to disease attributable to or aggravated by overseas service with the 
United Nations.  Given the narrow focus of the role of the Army Pensions Board the question 
of entering into a Memorandum of Understanding with any body in Northern Ireland does not 
arise.

08/06/2016WRTT00350Departmental Data

08/06/2016WRTT00400690. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he is satisfied 
with the level of data collected on the issues that come under his Department’s remit; the steps 
he will take to work with the Administration in Northern Ireland to collect data under his aegis 
on a North-South basis; the budgets he will put in place to undertake this work (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14438/16]
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08/06/2016WRTT00500Taoiseach and Minister for Defence (Deputy Enda Kenny): I can confirm that I am satis-
fied that data required in the context of the operation of the Department of Defence are collected 
to the required level.  As the Department of Defence is not involved in North/South engagement 
there are no plans to work with the administration in Northern Ireland to develop the collection 
of such data on a North/South basis.

08/06/2016WRTT00550Defence Forces Personnel

08/06/2016WRTT00600691. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if any mem-
ber of the Defence Forces has been disciplined for working for private security firms; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14604/16]

08/06/2016WRTT00700Taoiseach and Minister for Defence (Deputy Enda Kenny): Enquiries are being made 
into the matter raised by the Deputy.  Unfortunately it has not been possible to complete these 
enquiries in the time available.  I will provide further clarification directly to the Deputy as soon 
as the requested information becomes available.

08/06/2016WRTT00750Army Barracks

08/06/2016WRTT00800692. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 632 of 24 May 2016, if his plans to sell the property at Columb Barracks 
can be put on hold while a local group carries out feasibility studies on this site and present the 
findings of this study to him.  [14640/16]

08/06/2016WRTT00900Taoiseach and Minister for Defence (Deputy Enda Kenny): Following the closure of 
Columb Barracks in 2012, my Department has explored a number of avenues to try and secure 
the long term future of the former barracks for the benefit of the local community.  Government 
Departments and other Public Bodies, including Westmeath County Council, have been invited 
to declare any interest in acquiring the property.  To date no interest has been identified.   As 
the Barracks is no longer required for military purposes the current financial and administrative 
burden resulting from the retention of the Barracks cannot be sustained.  The disposal of the 
property by public auction will be actively progressed in keeping with the Government’s policy 
and recent practice to dispose of surplus property no longer required for military purposes.

Having regard to progressing disposal of the property and in this context its potential future 
use contributing to the positive development of Mullingar, my Department remains open to vi-
able proposals to these ends.  However, having regard to the local community and development 
interest, I would suggest that any local groups should engage with Westmeath County Council 
to explore such opportunities.

08/06/2016WRTT00950Defence Forces Medical Services

08/06/2016WRTT01000693. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he will pro-
vide resources to cover the costs for physiotherapy sessions incurred by a serving member of 
the Defence Forces (details supplied). [14711/16]

08/06/2016WRTT01100Taoiseach and Minister for Defence (Deputy Enda Kenny): The function of the Medical 
Corps of the Defence Forces is to provide medical services to serving members of the Defence 
Forces.  It is not the function of the Medical Corps of the Defence Forces, nor has it the capac-
ity, to provide medical services, including physiotherapy services, to former members of the 
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Defence Forces.  The person referred to by the Deputy was discharged from the Defence Forces 
on 10th October 2015.

08/06/2016WRTT01150Defence Forces Reserve

08/06/2016WRTT01200694. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence to list the re-
cruitment figures for the Reserve Defence Force, RDF, for each of the years 2011 to 2015, in-
clusive, in County Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14974/16]

08/06/2016WRTT01300695. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence to list the re-
cruitment figures for the Reserve Defence Force, RDF, for each of the years 2011 to 2015, in-
clusive, in County Westmeath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14975/16]

08/06/2016WRTT01400Taoiseach and Minister for Defence (Deputy Enda Kenny): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 694 and 695 together.

The following table outlines the numbers of RDF personnel who enlisted in the years 2011 
to 2015, whose current addresses are recorded on the Defence Forces Personnel Management 
System (PMS) as being in counties Meath and Westmeath.   

YEAR ENLISTED MEATH WESTMEATH TOTAL 
2011 5 13 18 
2012 11 6 17 
2014 6 4 10 
2015 10 10 20 
  32 33 65 

08/06/2016WRTT01450Defence Forces Reserve Training

08/06/2016WRTT01500696. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his views on 
the scarcity of Reserve Defence Force, RDF, training units in rural areas, resulting in a lack 
of opportunity for persons in rural Ireland who wish to participate in Reserve Defence Force 
activities; his views on whether this is negatively affecting recruitment in the Reserve Defence 
Force; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14976/16]

08/06/2016WRTT01600Taoiseach and Minister for Defence (Deputy Enda Kenny): The White Paper on Defence 
2015 confirmed that the primary role of the Reserve Defence Force (RDF) is to augment the 
PDF in crisis situations. It is also to contribute to State ceremonial events. 

In terms of RDF training units in rural areas, as the Deputy may be aware, the re-organisation 
of the RDF was a key element of the response to the findings of the Value for Money Review 
of the RDF published in late 2012.  The central recommendation provided for retention of the 
RDF with 4,000 personnel spread countrywide to be based in barracks and in 16 other locations.  
As part of the subsequent re-organisation, all RDF units were disestablished and amalgamated 
with PDF units.  The retention of all previous locations was not a viable or sustainable option.  
The re-organisation offered significant advantages in terms of training and development of 
RDF personnel with PDF units having Reserve components rather than the previous parallel 
Reserve organisation structure.  Reserve units are supported by their parent PDF unit and the 16 
units outside of PDF installations are supported by dedicated full time PDF personnel.  At the 
time of the re-organisation, every effort was made to minimise the requirement for personnel to 
relocate and to facilitate members in their preferred or local areas. 
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The RDF remains significantly under-strength and the ongoing challenge is to recruit and 
train sufficient personnel to meet the establishment figure.  This challenge affects all elements 
of the RDF and is not confined to rural areas.  Recruitment to the RDF is ongoing.  While re-
cruitment remains a key challenge, the retention of members is also a key requirement in order 
to maintain strength levels.  The implementation of measures set out in the White Paper 2015 
will provide opportunities for certain members of the RDF to undertake duties.  I am of the 
view that this, and other initiatives outlined in the White Paper will be a key motivating factor 
in encouraging more people to join the RDF as well as making it more attractive for current 
members to stay.

08/06/2016WRTT01650Parliamentary Questions Data

08/06/2016WRTT01700697. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
representations he has received from Members of the Oireachtas and the number of these to 
which he had not issued a substantive reply by 31 May 2016, by month of initial receipt from 1 
January 2015 to 30 April 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15034/16]

08/06/2016WRTT01800Taoiseach and Minister for Defence (Deputy Enda Kenny): The following table shows 
the number of representations received by the Minster for Defence during the period 1 Janu-
ary 2015 to 30 April 2016 , the number of full and final replies issued and the number where a 
substantive reply had not issued by 31 May 2016.

Date Received Number of representations 
received from members of 
Oireachtas 

Full and Final Reply 
issued 

Final Reply Outstanding  

2015 January 13 13 
2015 February 9 9 
2015 March 11 11 
2015 April 15 15 
2015 May 8 7 1 
2015 June 19 19 
2015 July 16 11 5 
2015 August 8 6 2 
2015 September 24 20 4 
2015 October 13 6 7 
2015 November 15 12 3 
2015 December 8 6 2 
2016 January 18 13 5 
2016 February 21 17 4 
2016 March 15 10 5 
2016 April 12 4 8 
Total 225 179 46 

I am aware of the necessity to expedite replies to representations and I have brought this to 
the attention of my officials. 


