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The following Ministers/Ministers of State were not elected as Members of the 32nd Dáil 
but under their ministerial portfolios are styled Deputy for indexing and search purposes:

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs—James Reilly

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources—Alex White

Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation—Gerald Nash

Minister of State at the Departments of the Taoiseach and Foreign Affairs and Trade—
Jimmy Deenihan

Minister of State at the Department of Health—Kathleen Lynch

Minister of State at the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine—Tom Hayes

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Govern-
ment—Paudie Coffey

Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection—Kevin Humphreys

Minister of State at the Departments of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Transport, Tour-
ism and Sport and the Environment, Community and Local Government—Ann Phelan

Minister of State at the Departments of Justice and Equality, Arts, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht and Health—Aodhán Ó Ríordáin

21/04/2016WRA00250Rent Supplement Scheme

21/04/2016WRA003001. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide details of areas in which a co-operative system has been established between the local 
authorities and community welfare officers to intervene where families, in particular, are in 
danger of homelessness, and to address the issues they face; her plans to extend this system to 
other areas; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7900/16]

21/04/2016WRA00400Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Kevin Humphreys): 
The Department, including through its Homeless Persons Unit and Asylum Seekers and New 
Communities Unit in Dublin, works collaboratively with local authorities, Government agen-
cies and the voluntary sector in assisting homeless persons to access private rented accommo-
dation.  This ensures that, where possible, people are diverted away from homeless services and 
towards community-based supports.  Department officials throughout the country are actively 
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engaged at a local level with the Homeless Action Teams (HATs) and Non-Government Organi-
sations working in the area of homelessness and its prevention. 

The Department’s rent supplement scheme plays a vital role in housing families and indi-
viduals, with the scheme supporting approximately 57,600 people for which the Government 
has provided approximately €267 million for 2016.  There were over 20,100 rent supplement 
tenancies awarded during 2015 and over 3,000 during the first three months of 2016 showing 
that significant numbers of individuals and families are being accommodated under the scheme. 

The Department has implemented a national targeted policy approach that allows for flex-
ibility where landlords seek rents in excess of the limits for both existing customers and new 
applicants to the rent supplement scheme.  The circumstances of tenants are considered on a 
case-by-case basis and rents are being increased above prescribed limits, as appropriate.  In ad-
dition, the Department, in conjunction with Threshold, operates a special protocol in the Dublin 
and Cork areas where supply issues are particularly acute, with plans underway to extend this 
arrangement to commuter areas over the coming weeks.  This flexible and targeted approach 
has assisted over 7,570 rent supplement households nationwide to retain or acquire rented ac-
commodation through increased rental payments.  A county breakdown of these cases is pro-
vided in the table for information.

The strategic policy direction of the Department is to return rent supplement to its original 
purpose of being a short-term income support scheme.  Under the Housing Assistance Payment 
(HAP), responsibility for the provision of rental assistance to those with a long-term housing 
need transfers to the local authorities.  The Department is fully engaged in the roll out of this 
scheme which is operational in 19 local authority areas and officials continue to work closely 
with colleagues in the local authorities and the Department of the Environment, Community 
and Local Government.  

I believe these measures and the recent legislative reforms announced to the private rental 
sector provide a level of stability for those who require support in what has become a highly 
volatile rental market.

Tabular Statement   - Increased Rental Payments by County as at 18/04/2016

County Awards under Na-
tional Tenancy Sus-
tainment Framework

Awards under proto-
col with Threshold

Total no. of in-
creased payments by 
County

CARLOW 35 35
CAVAN 22 22
CLARE 60 60
CORK 349 73 422
DONEGAL - -
DUBLIN 3,003 1,958 4,961
GALWAY 155 155
KERRY 51 51
KILDARE 353 353
KILKENNY 127 127
LAOIS 112 112
LEITRIM 64 64
LIMERICK 7 7
LONGFORD 128 128
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County Awards under Na-
tional Tenancy Sus-
tainment Framework

Awards under proto-
col with Threshold

Total no. of in-
creased payments by 
County

LOUTH 122 122
MAYO 3 3
MEATH 294 294
MONAGHAN 1 1
OFFALY 60 60
ROSCOMMON 24 24
SLIGO - -
TIPPERARY 165 165
WATERFORD 39 39
WESTMEATH 173 173
WEXFORD 15 15
WICKLOW 177 177
Overall Total 5,539 2,031 7,570
  

Question No. 2 withdrawn.

21/04/2016WRA00550Carer’s Allowance Applications

21/04/2016WRA006003. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the rea-
son an application under the carer’s allowance scheme by a person (details supplied) in County 
Louth has been refused in view of the medical evidence supplied; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7840/16]

21/04/2016WRA00700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the 
department received an application for Carer’s Allowance (CA) from the person concerned on 4 
December 2015.  It is a condition for receipt of a CA that the person being cared for must have 
a disability whose effect is that they require full-time care and attention.

This is defined as requiring from another person, continual supervision and frequent assis-
tance throughout the day in connection with normal bodily functions or continuous supervision 
in order to avoid danger to him or herself and likely to require that level of care for at least 
twelve months.

All the evidence submitted in support of this application, including the information attached 
to your question which previously had been received in the department, was examined and the 
deciding officer decided that this evidence did not indicate that the requirement for full-time 
care was satisfied.

The person concerned was notified on 14 April 2016 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of her right of review and appeal.

21/04/2016WRA00750Pension Provisions

21/04/2016WRA008004. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
reason persons must work 48 years to qualify for a full pension; her views on whether this is 
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a particularity long period and that the tier system is insufficient; and if her attention has been 
drawn to the fact that some women, in particular, feel this is unfair as many choose to work 
part-time after giving birth to children.  [7876/16]

21/04/2016WRA00900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The State pension 
(contributory) is one of the State pension schemes, and its rate of payment is related to contri-
butions made over years into the Social Insurance Fund.  As such, those with a stronger attach-
ment to the workforce, who have paid more into that fund, are more likely to be paid under that 
scheme.  There are a number of criteria which must be satisfied in order to qualify for a State 
pension contributory.  These include that the person must be aged 66 or over, and that they have 
at least 520 paid contributions, i.e., a minimum of 10 years of paid contributions.  Since 1961, 
when contributory pensions were first introduced, the ‘yearly average’ contributions test has 
been used in calculating the level of pension entitlement, where the total contributions paid or 
credited are divided by the number of years of the working life (from their entry into insurable 
employment up to the year prior to their reaching State pension age).  Payment rates are banded.  
For example, someone with a yearly average of 48 contributions will qualify for a full pension, 
whereas someone with a yearly average of 20 will qualify for a pension at the 85% rate.  

Working part-time does not generally reduce entitlement, as part-time workers also pay 
weekly PRSI contributions, and these will generally be of equal value to the more expensive 
contributions paid by full-time workers.

However absences from the labour force - when contributions were neither deducted from 
pay nor credited in respect of a social welfare payment, and where voluntary contributions 
were not made – may impact upon the rate of a person’s pension.  This can be mitigated by the 
homemaker’s scheme, which makes qualification for State pension (contributory) easier for 
some people who take time out of the workforce for caring duties.  The scheme, which was 
introduced in 1994 and took effect for such homemaking periods from that date, allows up to 
20 years spent caring for children under 12 years of age (or caring for incapacitated people over 
that age) to be disregarded when a person’s social insurance record is being averaged for pen-
sion purposes.  It should be noted however that the scheme will not, of itself, qualify a person 
for a pension.  The standard qualifying conditions must also be satisfied. 

If someone does not qualify for a full rate contributory pension as a result of an intermit-
tent PRSI record, the social protection system provides alternative methods of supporting such 
people in old age.  For example, if their spouse has a contributory pension, they may qualify for 
an Increase for a Qualified Adult amounting up to 90% of a full rate pension, which by default 
is paid directly to them.  Alternatively, they may qualify for a means-tested State Pension (non-
contributory), amounting up to 95% of the maximum contributory pension rate.

21/04/2016WRA00950Supplementary Welfare Allowance Appeals

21/04/2016WRA010005. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when a per-
son (details supplied) will have a decision on an appeal for supplementary welfare allowance. 
[7882/16]

21/04/2016WRA01100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person in ques-
tion applied for assistance under the Supplementary Welfare Allowance (SWA) scheme for re-
pairs to reading glasses.  Her application was refused by the Designated Officer on the grounds 
that the need in question is not provided for under the scheme.  She appealed this decision to 
the SWA Review Officer.  The original decision was upheld and written confirmation issued on 
15 April, 2016.
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21/04/2016WRA01150Carer’s Allowance Payments

21/04/2016WRA012006. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when arrears 
will issue under the carer’s allowance scheme to a person (details supplied) in County Limer-
ick; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7909/16]

21/04/2016WRA01300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Following a suc-
cessful appeal, the person concerned was awarded carer’s allowance (CA) for a second care 
recipient from 14 May 2015.

The person concerned was notified on 9 March 2016 of this decision.

The first increased payment was made to the person on 3 March 2016.  

Any arrears of allowance due from 14 May 2015 to 2 March 2016 will issue shortly by 
cheque to the person in question.

21/04/2016WRA01350Invalidity Pension Appeals

21/04/2016WRA014007. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if an 
appeal in respect of an invalidity pension by a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny will 
be expedited and approved. [7912/16]

21/04/2016WRA01500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person con-
cerned has been awarded invalidity pension with effect from the 14 January 2016.  Payment 
will issue to his nominated bank account on 5 May 2016.  Any arrears due from 14 January 
2016 to 4 May 2016 (less any overlapping social welfare payment and/or outstanding overpay-
ment) will issue in due course.  The person in question was notified of this decision on the 19 
April 2016.

21/04/2016WRA01550Jobseeker’s Allowance

21/04/2016WRA016008. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will change the manner in which term-time workers in the education sector on low working 
hours receive jobseekers’ payments when school holidays are taking place (details supplied) 
given the low level of payment many receive at Easter time; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [7913/16]

21/04/2016WRA017009. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection to report 
on the time it takes for jobseekers’ payments for term-time workers in education to have their 
applications processed and payments made (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [7914/16]

21/04/2016WRA01800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 8 and 9 together.

A jobseeker’s payment is paid for days of unemployment where the person is not in receipt 
of holiday pay for those days and where they also satisfy the conditions of the scheme.  

School educational sector workers, who are employed on a temporary basis and who have 
previously been in contact with the Department, are issued with a repeat jobseeker’s applica-
tion form and holiday form in advance of the school holiday periods.  This advance process 
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facilitates an efficient service to these customers and allows for speedy processing of their claim 
when the period of unemployment actually arises.  However, it is important to note that educa-
tional sector workers are still required to sign on for each period of unemployment.

Initially, when a person makes an application for jobseeker’s benefit, 3 waiting days apply 
and payment is made from the 4th day of the claim where there is no accrued holiday entitle-
ment.  If, however, a person makes a repeat claim for jobseeker’s benefit within 26 weeks of 
their previous claim, the repeat claim links to the earlier claim and no waiting days apply.  

In general, there is no delay in processing jobseeker benefit claims in Intreo Centres if the 
relevant claim application forms and supporting documentation are completed, as required by 
the customer in a timely manner.  On average, a jobseeker’s benefit claim is decided within one 
week of application.

Regarding the person referred to by the Deputy, the period of her unemployment was from 
17 March 2016 to 5 April 2016.  She had 3 waiting days applied at the start of her claim and 
was paid for 2 days holidays.  She received €250.67 and is due an additional €125.33 which 
will issue to her shortly.

21/04/2016WRA01850Social Welfare Payments Administration

21/04/2016WRA0190010. Deputy John Brassil asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection in view of 
recent commitments made to support the post office network, the reason her Department is 
encouraging social welfare recipients to transfer their jobseeker’s payment to their financial 
institution via electronic transfer; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7919/16]

21/04/2016WRA02000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Government is 
committed to the maintenance of the Post Office network and to the development of a Standard 
Bank Account by An Post.  Mindful of the current and ongoing discussions on Government 
formation any further development of policy will be a matter for the incoming Government.

The current position is that the department has a cohort of jobseeker customers who are clas-
sified as casual jobseekers.  These are in-work customers who can claim a jobseekers payment 
for 2 to 3 days per week or who work week on/week-off.  These customers are paid by cheque 
each week.  Not all customers will be paid every week due to their changeable work patterns.

I want to emphasise that these customers have been paid by cheque due to the changing 
nature of their work/claiming patterns and the short turn-around time to issue payments.  It is 
important to note that they are not paid via post offices under the department’s existing cash 
payments contract with An Post.  

In line with the National Payments Plan, my department is seeking to reduce its usage of 
cheques as a payment method; this is not only a matter of decreasing the significant costs asso-
ciated with cheques in the department and wider economy but also of moving to a more secure 
method of payment and enhancing customer convenience.

When paid by cheque, customers have the option of lodging them direct to their accounts or 
negotiating them at banks or the Post Office.  The evidence available to the department is that 
the vast majority of the department’s customers paid by cheque choose to lodge them direct to 
their accounts. 

The department has developed its payment capacity in respect of changing work and claim-
ing patterns and is able to offer payments direct to accounts in financial institutions for casual 
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Jobseeker customers thereby increasing customer convenience.  This is in line with wider de-
partmental policy where the focus is on ensuring that in-work customers are paid by the most 
convenient method possible.

Consequently the department has written to its casual Jobseeker customers asking them to 
provide their account details to enable direct payments to financial institutions.

I want to emphasise that the department does not issue these cheque payments to Post Of-
fices, they are issued directly to the department’s customers.  This process does not reduce the 
number of existing cash payments through Post Offices under the current contract between the 
department and An Post. 

I want to reiterate that what the department is doing is moving customers from cheque pay-
ments to the much more secure, customer convenient and cost effective payment method of 
payment directly into accounts in financial institutions.  This is entirely consistent with the Na-
tional Payments Plan and in line with payment methods that now prevail across the economy.  
The department must consider the most efficient payment method for our customers who are 
in employment most of whom get their salary payment into bank accounts.  To have weekly 
income (work + welfare) payable in two different ways is a highly inappropriate and costly way 
of dealing with people in employment.  The department’s focus must be on our customers.

Customer choice will be maintained.  Customers, if they wish, may continue to receive 
cheque payments in the medium term.

21/04/2016WRA02050Carer’s Allowance Applications

21/04/2016WRA0210011. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when a 
person (details supplied) in County Donegal will have a decision on an application under the 
carer’s allowance scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7950/16]

21/04/2016WRA02200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the 
department received an application for carer’s allowance (CA) from the person concerned on 
25 January 2016.  Unfortunately, the average time taken at present to decide a new application 
is running at 19 weeks.  Additional resources have been provided to the CA section in order to 
improve the waiting times for new applications and they are working hard to make this happen.

Frequently, delays are outside the control of the Department and are caused by the customer 
failing to fully complete the claim form or failing to attach the supporting documentation that 
is requested on the application form.

This application will be processed as quickly as possible and the person concerned will be 
notified directly of the outcome.  In the meantime, both the person concerned and her spouse 
are in receipt of weekly social welfare payments.

21/04/2016WRA02250Disability Allowance Eligibility

21/04/2016WRA0230012. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection to 
restore disability allowance to a person (details supplied). [7954/16]

21/04/2016WRA02400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person con-
cerned submitted an application for disability allowance on 18 January 2016.  
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The application, based upon the evidence submitted, was refused on medical grounds and 
the person in question was notified in writing of this decision on 4 April 2016 and of his rights 
of review and appeal within 21 days.  No appeal has been received to date.  

It is open to the person in question to provide additional information in relation to his sub-
stantial restriction for work due to disability and the Department will review the decision on his 
eligibility for DA.

In the meantime, he should apply for jobseeker’s allowance from his local Intreo centre.

21/04/2016WRA02450Fuel Allowance Payments

21/04/2016WRA0250013. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
to extend the fuel allowance period due to uncharacteristically low temperatures in early April. 
[7955/16]

21/04/2016WRA02600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The fuel allowance 
is a payment of €22.50 per week for 26 weeks from October to April, to 391,000 low income 
households, at an estimated cost of €224 million in 2016.  The purpose of this payment is to as-
sist these households with their energy costs.  The allowance represents a contribution towards 
the energy costs of a household.  It is not intended to meet those costs in full.  Only one allow-
ance is paid per household.  My Department also pays an electricity or gas allowance as part 
of the household benefits package to approximately 415,000 customers, at an estimated cost of 
€228 million in 2016.  I am not in a position to extend the criteria for these schemes or the cur-
rent value of the allowances. 

Under the supplementary welfare allowance scheme, exceptional needs payments may be 
made to help meet an essential, once-off cost which customers are unable to meet out of their 
own resources – this may include exceptional heating costs.  

The best way to tackle fuel poverty in the long term is to improve the energy efficiency of 
the dwelling.  My Department works closely with the Department of Communications, Energy 
and Natural Resources on these issues and in moving forward the actions agreed in the Energy 
Affordability Strategy.  In that regard, the Better Energy Homes scheme provides support to-
wards the installation of attic and wall insulation, and heating system upgrades.

21/04/2016WRA02650Departmental Investigations

21/04/2016WRA0270014. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the number of investigations carried out by her Department’s Scope section between 1 Janu-
ary 2006 to date in 2016, providing figures for each year, into the misclassification of building 
workers as self-employed; the number of persons investigated; and the number found to be 
misclassified. [7958/16]

21/04/2016WRA0280015. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
where there are cases of the misclassification of workers as self-employed that is bogus self-
employment, the penalties imposed on the contractors involved. [7959/16]

21/04/2016WRA0290016. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the average length of time involved in investigations into the misclassification of workers as 
self-employed. [7960/16]
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21/04/2016WRA0300017. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the outcome of the visits of the joint investigations unit to sites (details supplied). [7962/16]

21/04/2016WRA03100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 14 to 17, inclusive, together. 

Details on the average length of time involved in investigations into the misclassification of 
workers as self-employed are not held and depend on the nature and circumstances of each case 
investigation.  However, I can advise the Deputy that the great majority of Scope decisions are 
made on foot of a request from the employed person or an employer, rather than arising from an 
investigation by the Department.  These decisions involve mainly company directors, partner-
ship cases, public sector employees and family employments.

The following table shows the total number of decisions made in each of the years from 
2006 to date.

Year Number of Decisions
2006 1397
2007 1367
2008 1672
2009 1835
2010 1622
2011 1143
2012 823
2013 1517
2014 1275
2015 1071
2016 (to date) 253
With regard to the issue of disguised employment, the Deputy should note that a working 

group comprising officials from the Department of Social Protection and the Revenue Com-
missioners has been examining the issue.  In this context, a public consultation process on the 
use of intermediary type employment structures and self-employment arrangements, and their 
impact on tax and PRSI is underway.  The closing date for receipt of submissions was 31 March 
2016 and over 20 submissions were received which are now being examined.

Where incidences of misclassification of workers as self-employed are detected, then ar-
rears of PRSI are calculated and collected.  Where an employee has been misclassified as self-
employed, their social insurance record will be updated to reflect the correct rate of social insur-
ance.  Under the provisions of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act, there are specific offences 
in relation to employment contributions, their remittance and the maintenance of prescribed 
wages and employment records.  On conviction, fines and or imprisonment can ultimately be 
imposed.

Departmental inspectors carry out visits to a wide range of businesses, as part of their on-
going compliance operations.  In certain instances, inspections are undertaken jointly with other 
State agencies such as the Revenue Commissioners and the Workplace Relations Commission.  
Such inspections are fact-finding visits wherein evidence of compliance or non-compliance 
may be detected.  Where evidence of non-compliance or misclassification of employment status 
is detected, this will be pursued.  Where details of specific cases are supplied to the Department, 
they are investigated and the insurability of the person(s) concerned is determined.  A person’s 
or company’s employment status or compliance is confidential to that individual or entity.  In 
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the circumstances, the Deputy will appreciate that the Department cannot give specific details 
on the outcome of operations as that would contravene confidentiality and data protection re-
quirements.

21/04/2016WRA03150Invalidity Pension Appeals

21/04/2016WRA0320018. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
an appeal in respect of an application for invalidity pension by a person (details supplied) in 
County Kilkenny will be expedited and approved as they applied on 29 June 2015 and lodged 
their appeal on 25 August 2015. [7986/16]

21/04/2016WRA03300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in 
that office on 3 March 2016.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the rel-
evant Departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  When these papers have been received from the Department, the case in question will 
be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

21/04/2016WRA03350Tax Code

21/04/2016WRA0340019. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost of no longer explicitly 
excluding seafarers aboard fishing vessels from the entitlement to the seafarer’s allowance. 
[7831/16]

21/04/2016WRA03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the data available to them from tax returns does not provide a sufficient basis 
to identify the number of additional cases who would additionally qualify for the Seafarer’s 
Allowance under the Deputy’s suggestion.  It is not possible therefore to provide a definitive 
estimate of the cost for such a change.

The Deputy may wish to note that state aid approval for the seafarer’s allowance was given 
on the basis of the EU Guidelines on State Aid to the Maritime Transport sector, which provides 
exemptions for certain categories of shipping, and not for any other sector, including the fishing 
industry.

However on the basis of employments in the fishing industry cited in the Bord Iascaigh 
Mhara Strategy 2013 -2017 and making certain assumptions in relation to the eligibility for and 
usage of the allowance, it is tentatively estimated that the cost to the Exchequer of extending 
the seafarers allowance to seafarers aboard fishing vessels could be in the order of €11 million 
per annum.

21/04/2016WRA03550VAT Rate Application

21/04/2016WRA0360020. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Finance the reason it is possible 
for bus companies to claim the value added tax back on new coaches that they purchase but not 
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possible to claim the value added tax back when they purchase low floored service buses with 
disability access; his plans to extend the value added tax reclamation to service buses; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7848/16]

21/04/2016WRA03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that Irish VAT legislation, which is in compliance with the EU VAT Directive, provides 
that the transport of passengers and their accompanying baggage is exempt from VAT under 
paragraph 14(3) of Schedule 1 to the VAT Consolidation Act 2010.  In this respect, services 
provided by the coach and bus sector are exempt from VAT.  This means that a person who pro-
vides a bus or coach service does not register for VAT and does not charge VAT on the supply of 
their services.  Persons who are exempt from VAT cannot recover VAT incurred on goods and 
services incurred in relation to their business, such as bus purchases and fuel, tyre and garage 
expenses, used for the purposes of the person’s coach and bus service. 

Section 103 of the Value-Added Tax Act 2010 provides that the Minister for Finance may by 
order provide for a refund of VAT in certain circumstances.  The VAT (Refund of Tax) (Touring 
Coaches) Order 2012 [SI 266/2012] provides for the refund to VAT-exempt coach operators, 
subject to certain conditions, of VAT paid on touring coaches of a certain age and dimension.  
The conditions include that the coach operator is engaged in the business of the carriage for re-
ward of tourists by road under contracts for group transport and that the vehicle meets the crite-
ria set out for a qualifying vehicle as defined in the Order.  Where a bus operator and/or vehicle 
do not meet the criteria in the Refund Order there is no entitlement to claim back VAT incurred 
on the purchase of buses or coaches.  Further details are available on the Revenue website at 
the following link http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/vat/refunds/repayments-unregistered-persons.
html#section14.

I should also advise you that under the Disabled Drivers and Passengers (Tax Concessions) 
Scheme, organisations are entitled to claim a repayment of Vehicle Registration Tax (VRT) and 
Value Added Tax (VAT) paid on specially constructed or adapted vehicles, which are used for 
the transport of Persons with Disabilities.  In order to qualify an organisation must be a chari-
table organisation within the meaning of the Charities Act 2009 and be entered in the register 
of charitable organisations pursuant to Part 3 of that Act.  It must also be chiefly engaged in the 
care and transport of severely and permanently disabled persons.  Full details of this scheme 
and how to apply are available on the Revenue website: http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/vrt/leaf-
lets/drivers-passengers-with-disabilities-tax-relief-scheme.pdf.

21/04/2016WRA03750Tax Credits

21/04/2016WRA0380021. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the rationale for his 
Department’s changes to the single parent tax credit which only allows one parent to receive it. 
[7903/16]

21/04/2016WRA03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The One-Parent Family Tax Credit 
(OPFTC) was replaced with a new Single Person Child Carer Credit (SPCCC) from 1 Janu-
ary 2014.  The restructured credit is of the same value as the OPFTC, €1,650 per annum, and 
also includes the same entitlement to the additional €4,000 extended standard rate band, which 
increases to €37,800 per annum, the point of entry to the higher rate of income tax.  However, 
the new credit is more targeted in that it is, in the first instance, only available to the principal 
carer of the child.  

I would point out that it is essential to review all tax reliefs, credits and incentives in order 
to ensure that they are properly targeted and, if necessary, re-focused in order that they can 
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achieve the socio-economic objectives that are set for them.  A system which allowed, under the 
OPFTC, multiple claims in respect of the same child was unsustainable. 

The SPCCC is allowed in the first instance to an individual, referred to as the primary claim-
ant, who proves that a qualifying child is resident with him or her for the whole or greater part 
of the year of assessment.  This targets the credit towards the parent or care giver that is provid-
ing the majority of the child care.

If the primary claimant does not wish to claim the SPCCC (for example if they do not have 
sufficient taxable income to use it fully), he or she may relinquish it in favour of a secondary 
claimant, provided the child resides with the secondary claimant for a period of not less than 
100 days during the year of claim.

The Deputy may also recall that during Report Stage of Finance Bill 2014, an amendment 
was tabled proposing to allow for the partial transfer of the SPCCC to the non-principal carer 
parent, in cases where it is not utilised in full by the principal carer.  A review of the proposal 
was undertaken by my officials in 2015 and published in the Report on Taxation Expenditures 
available online at: http://budget.gov.ie/Budgets/2016/Documents/Tax_Expenditures_Report_
pub.pdf.

This review identified that a transferable credit could only be effectively administered by 
Revenue with the full co-operation of the primary claimant, as it would require the primary 
claimant to file a tax return, provide information on the other parent (or secondary claimant) 
and consent to the release of personal information to the other parent (or secondary claimant).

As the SPCCC currently allows for the credit to be transferred in full to a qualifying second-
ary claimant with the consent of the primary claimant, I am satisfied that the SPCCC provides 
for an appropriate level of transferability to secondary claimants, taking into account the vari-
ous issues identified in the published review.  I am also satisfied that the SPCCC is targeting 
limited resources to where they are most needed.

21/04/2016WRA03950Tax Code

21/04/2016WRA0400022. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider some mecha-
nism to give a tax break for low paid workers who have to pay annual rail commuter tickets 
to get to and from work (details supplied); if he will correct this unfair situation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7916/16]

21/04/2016WRA04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I understand the Deputy to be referring 
to the Travel Pass (Taxsaver) scheme.  I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that this 
scheme operates on the basis that an employer pays for the Travel Pass on behalf of an em-
ployee at the start of the year and the payment is deducted from the employee’s emoluments 
over the course of the year.  This repayment arrangement is referred to as a “salary sacrifice”.  
In these circumstances, section 118B of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (the Act) provides 
that the remuneration foregone shall be exempt from tax.  This has the effect of reducing the 
cost of the Travel Pass to the employee by the amount of tax that would have been paid on the 
“sacrificed” income at the employee’s marginal (i.e. highest) rate of tax.

Where an employer provides a Travel Pass without charge to an employee, section 118(5A) 
of the Act provides that there is no benefit-in-kind charge on the employee in relation to cost of 
the Travel Pass. 

The relief is available to any employee where the employer elects to operate the scheme.  
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It should be noted that where an individual’s employer does not participate in the Travel Pass 
scheme, any benefits that could arise under the scheme will not be available to any employees 
of that employer.  Additionally, where an employee’s income is exempt from income tax, no 
benefit will arise.

I am satisfied that the scheme is working well and while all such initiatives are periodically 
reviewed I have no plans at present to modify it.

21/04/2016WRA04150Fiscal Policy

21/04/2016WRA0420023. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 111 of 14 April 2016, the estimates and sources on the fiscal space for the years 
2016 to 2018 that form the basis of his pre-election statements on the fiscal space available. 
[7957/16]

21/04/2016WRA04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Estimates of the gross and net fiscal 
space for the period 2016 to 2018 can be found in Tables A8 and A9 on pages C.50 and C.51 
of the Budget 2016 book - http://www.budget.gov.ie/Budgets/2016/Documents/Economic%20
and%20Fiscal%20Outlook%202016.pdf.

In the Spring Economic Statement 2015, the Government indicated that the available fiscal 
space for Budget 2016 was in the range of €1.2 billion to €1.5 billion.  As the Deputy is aware 
this was fully allocated in 2016.  For the convenience of the Deputy the gross and net fiscal 
space for the period 2017 to 2018 is set out in the following table. 

€ billions 2017 2018 Total
Gross fiscal space 1.3 1.5 2.8
Net fiscal space 0.5 1.1 1.6
Table A9 in Budget 2016 shows the walk from gross fiscal space to net fiscal space.  The 

former is simply the permitted fiscal space arising from applying the currently forecast bench-
mark growth rates to the projected expenditure aggregate for each year.  These amounts are not 
final and are based on my Department’s projections for the GDP deflators, reference rates and 
convergence margins for each of the relevant years as set out in Budget 2016 (see Table A.8).  
The actual GDP deflators, reference rates and convergence margins values used by the Com-
mission to assess compliance with the rules each year beyond 2016 will be based on Commis-
sion estimates compiled in their Spring forecast, and in relation to the GDP deflator, the Autumn 
forecasts as well, each year.  

A further source of variance arises from the fact that the various factors are applied to the 
general government expenditure outturn, excluding some items such as interest and the level of 
cyclical unemployment expenditure.  With regard to cyclical unemployment, the Commission’s 
estimates are based on their own data.  Therefore, outturn variances from the levels forecast in 
Budget 2016, which are likely in the course of implementation and due to the allocation of fiscal 
space to expenditure, is another source of uncertainty, albeit with a relatively limited impact. 

The net fiscal space is the additional room available beyond spending assumptions included 
in the Budget’s baseline spending projections set out in Table 10 on page C.22 whilst still com-
plying with the upper limit under the Expenditure Benchmark.  These assumptions, which are 
set out in Table A9, include the annual cost of providing for demographic spending pressures 
together with a number of other anticipated elements such as the Public Capital Plan, the cost of 
the Lansdowne Road Agreement and a number of other calls on the Central Fund.  The annual 
cost of indexing the tax system at an annual full year cost of c. €400m per annum is included in 
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the baseline tax revenue figures in Table 10.  For illustrative purposes, the additional revenue 
generated from a political decision not to proceed with indexation is included in the discretion-
ary revenue measures set out in Table A9.  Decisions on whether to proceed with indexation or 
introduce other tax measures each year will be a matter for decision by the Government.

A document outlining the ‘Forthcoming Revisions to the Medium Term Budgetary Objec-
tive’ was published on my Department’s website on the 21 January 2016.  This explained that 
the European Commission was in the process of updating the minimum Medium-Term Objec-
tives (MTOs) of Member States in line with the three-year evaluation cycle.  This process is 
now complete and, as anticipated by my Department, Ireland’s minimum MTO is now -0.5 per 
cent of GDP instead of 0.0 per cent of GDP.  The change is due to the improvement in Ireland’s 
debt ratio and other factors.  Should the MTO be readjusted to such a level in the forthcoming 
Stability Programme Update, it more likely that the MTO will be achieved earlier than  project-
ed in Budget 2016.  This in turn would result in additional fiscal space in the region of €1-1.5 
billion in the year after the MTO is achieved.

21/04/2016WRB00150Tax Collection

21/04/2016WRB0020024. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance what exactly the Rev-
enue Commissioners mean when they refer to the estimated value of contract and to the degree 
should this be accurate as to the actual amount earned by the person to whom that contract 
refers. [7961/16]

21/04/2016WRB00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by Revenue that when 
a principal contractor enters into a relevant contract with a subcontractor, they are obliged to 
provide to Revenue through a contract notification process that is part of the electronic Relevant 
Contracts Tax (eRCT) system, details, inter alia, of the estimated value of the contract.  The 
estimated value of the contract is the value that the principal contractor, to the best of their 
knowledge, has placed on the contract.  I am advised by Revenue in recognition of the fact that 
circumstances and contract specifications may change, a facility is provided to principal con-
tractors whereby, if necessary, the contract details, including the estimated value of the contract, 
may be amended. 

Revenue has advised me that the information provided in the contract notification process 
is not the sole source of details of amounts paid to subcontractors.  The key figure is obtained 
by means of the payment notification process whereby, a principal contractor is obliged to give 
to Revenue, immediately before any payment is made to a subcontractor, details of the actual 
amounts that will be paid to the subcontractor.

Apart from the payment notification process, the aggregate of all amounts set out on pay-
ment notifications can be cross checked by Revenue against the estimated amounts on related 
contract notifications.  Variations are risk profiled and may give rise to a compliance interven-
tion by Revenue.  

Details of the number and value of contract and payment notifications advised through the 
eRCT system during 2014, as published by Revenue in its Annual Report, are set out in the 
table.  I am advised that 2015 data is due to be published shortly.

Contracts/Payments Notified to Revenue in 2014

 Number Value
Contracts 319,114 €28.7bn
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Payments 804,165 €10.1bn
The Deputy will appreciate that through the contract and payment notification processes in 

the eRCT system, Revenue has access to significant amounts of realtime data covering activity 
in the construction, forestry and meat processing sectors.  I am assured by Revenue that this 
data is used to target compliance interventions as part of its ongoing programme of compliance 
checks in those sectors.

21/04/2016WRB00350NAMA Portfolio

21/04/2016WRB0040025. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Finance the number of acres of resi-
dential land and the number of residential units the National Asset Management Agency owns 
or controls, directly or indirectly, through loans owed to it, in County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7983/16]

21/04/2016WRB00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I refer the Deputy to my response to 
Parliamentary Question 72 of 14th April 2016 which enumerates NAMA’s indirect exposure 
through its loans to residential development land by county.  This response is available on the 
Oireachtas website at   http://oireachtasdebates.oireachtas.ie/debates%20authoring/debates-
webpack.nsf/takes/dail2016041400047?opendocument#WRD01900.

I am advised by NAMA that, through its loans, it has an exposure to 137 residential proper-
ties in County Kildare.  I am further advised that the overwhelming majority of these properties, 
127 or 92%, are currently tenanted.  The remaining 10 properties are currently on the market 
for sale in accordance with NAMA’s requirements that debtors and receivers openly market 
the sale of all properties through professionally accredited selling agents.  As I advised in last 
week’s response to Parliamentary Question No. 73 of 14th April 2016, 88% of all NAMA-re-
lated residential property sales in Ireland have been in the form of individual sales to individual 
house buyers.  

The Deputy may also wish to note that, under an initiative that has seen NAMA facilitate, 
on a commercial basis, the delivery of over 2,100 social housing units nationally since 2012, 
NAMA made 298 residential properties available for social housing in Kildare.  The Housing 
Agency, which works with the relevant local authority, confirmed demand for 122 of these 
properties and 113 have already been delivered.  

A good example of this initiative is the delivery of 35 new two- and three-bed houses at Co-
neyboro, Athy, County Kildare, for social housing.  I am advised that these units were provided 
by NAMA through the Clùid Housing Association.  The houses were made available to fami-
lies from the Athy Town Council’s housing waiting list.  The beneficiaries extended beyond 
these new residents as the 35 units were part of a larger, 400-unit development, which, prior 
to NAMA’s involvement, had been in an unfinished estate.  In addition to making these units 
available for social housing, NAMA provided funding to complete works throughout the estate, 
including internal roads and green areas.

21/04/2016WRB00550Flood Prevention Measures

21/04/2016WRB0060026. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
a project (details supplied) in County Cork will be completed. [7908/16]

21/04/2016WRB00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
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mon Harris): Local flooding issues are, in the first instance, a matter for each local authority to 
investigate and address.  They may carry out flood alleviation works from their own resources 
or apply to the Office of Public Works (OPW) for funding under the Minor Flood Mitigation 
Works and Coastal Protection Scheme.  The purpose of this scheme is to provide funding to lo-
cal authorities to undertake minor flood mitigation works or studies to address localised flood-
ing and coastal protection problems within their administrative areas.  

The scheme generally applies to relatively straightforward cases where a solution can be 
readily identified and achieved in a short time frame.  Any application received will be consid-
ered in accordance with the scheme eligibility criteria, which comprise economic, social and 
environmental criteria including a requirement that any measures are cost beneficial, and hav-
ing regard to the overall availability of resources for flood risk management.  

No applications for funding from Cork County Council are currently to hand in the OPW, 
concerning the works referenced. 

The core strategy for addressing areas of potentially significant flood risk nationally is the 
Office of Public Works’ (OPW) Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) 
Programme.  Youghal is one of 300 Areas for Further Assessment (AFAs) nationwide that are 
being assessed.  The Programme, which is being undertaken by engineering consultants on be-
half of the OPW, working in partnership with the local authorities, involves the production of 
predictive flood mapping for each location, the development of preliminary flood risk manage-
ment options and the production of flood risk management plans.

Under the South West CFRAM Study, draft predictive flood maps for Youghal AFA have 
been produced and were the subject of a Public Consultation Day in Youghal on 14 January, 
2015.  The draft maps are now being finalised following the conclusion of the national statu-
tory public consultation process on 23 December, 2015.  A further Public Consultation Day was 
held in Youghal on 10 March, 2016 to present and discuss preliminary options to manage the 
significant flood risks identified.  Following finalisation of the flood mapping and the identifica-
tion of preliminary flood risk management options, the final output from this important project 
will be integrated Flood Risk Management Plans containing specific measures to address in a 
comprehensive and sustainable way the significant flood risks identified.  The Plans, which are 
scheduled for completion by the end of 2016, will include a prioritised list of measures, both 
structural and non-structural, to address flood risk in an environmentally sustainable and cost 
effective manner.  Further information on the Programme is available on www.cfram.ie. 

The Government recently announced increased levels of investment in the area of flood 
relief as part of the overall Capital Investment Plan 2016-2021 and this investment programme 
will allow for consideration of measures arising from the Flood Risk Management Plans. 

21/04/2016WRB00750Pension Provisions

21/04/2016WRB0080027. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to provide a pension scheme for community employment scheme supervisors. [7974/16]

21/04/2016WRB00900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Unions rep-
resenting CE Supervisors and Assistant Supervisors have sought the provision of Exchequer 
funding to implement a Labour Court recommendation relating to the provision of a pension 
scheme dating back to 2008.  In this regard the position has remained that it is not possible for 
the State to provide funding for such a scheme to employees of private companies even if those 
companies are or were reliant on State funding.  
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Notwithstanding this the matter has remained under review and I held a constructive meet-
ing with SIPTU and IMPACT trade unions in relation to this matter.  Having listened to their 
respective positions I reconvened the Community Sector High Level Forum which ceased op-
eration some years ago in order that this matter is fully examined, having regard to costs and 
precedent.

The Forum commenced its work on 27 November 2015 and a further meeting of the Forum 
took place on 11 April 2016.

21/04/2016WRB00950Industrial Development

21/04/2016WRB0100028. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
efforts made to date and being undertaken to attract an industry or manufacturing facility to 
a location (details supplied) in County Cavan; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[7866/16]

21/04/2016WRB01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): County Cavan 
is marketed together with Louth and Monaghan as part of IDA Ireland’s North East Region.  
There are 33 multinational companies based in the North East, employing 4,556 people across 
the Region (Annual Employment Survey 2015).  Seven of these multinationals are located in 
Cavan, employing 1,165 staff.  County Cavan also has a strong indigenous industry base across 
a wide range of sectors.  There were 4,222 people employed in Enterprise Ireland-assisted com-
panies in the county in 2015 (Annual Employment Survey 2015). This is a gain of 190 on the 
previous year.

IDA Ireland currently positions the North East as having strong clusters in international 
business services (eBay, PayPal, Liberty Mutual) and manufacturing (Becton Dickinson, Well-
man, Abbott).  The presence of these international brands is an attraction when companies are 
considering locating to the North East.  IDA Ireland will continue to market Cavan to relevant 
FDI opportunities, enquiries and potential investors through the IDA network. 

The IDA Ireland lands in Killygarry consist of a c.17 hectare business and technology park.  
There are currently c.11 hectares of serviced marketable land available on the park, which are 
currently zoned as ‘industrial and employment’.  The main tenant is ATA Group, which is an 
Enterprise Ireland client. 

Regional development is fundamental to IDA Ireland’s  five-year strategy entitled ‘Winning 
– Foreign Direct Investment 2015-2019’, which targets a minimum 30% to 40% increase in the 
number of investments for every region. 

This Government, through the development of the Action Plan for Jobs – Regional, has 
placed an increased emphasis on supporting business development and job growth in all re-
gions.  Published last November, the Action Plan for Jobs for the North East/North West covers 
counties Donegal, Sligo, Leitrim, Cavan, Monaghan and Louth.  The Plan aims to develop the 
full potential of the region by building on its strengths and supporting new and established busi-
nesses in order to stimulate and grow exports.

21/04/2016WRB01150Job Creation

21/04/2016WRB0120029. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
is aware of the urgent need to provide much needed additional job opportunities throughout 
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County Cavan; the proposals, if any, his Department and the State’s industrial promotion agen-
cies have to assist in job creation and the maintenance of existing employment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7867/16]

21/04/2016WRB0130030. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
is aware of the urgent need to provide much needed additional job opportunities throughout 
County Monaghan; the proposals his Department and the State’s industrial promotion agencies 
have to assist in job creation and the maintenance of existing employment; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7868/16]

21/04/2016WRB01400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 29 and 30 together. 

Supporting enterprise development in all regions of the country in order to support job cre-
ation is a key objective of the Government, with initiatives such as the regional Action Plans 
for Jobs seeking to build on the capabilities and strengths of each region to maximise enterprise 
growth and job creation.

The North East/North West Action Plan, launched on 30 November last, aims to deliver 
28,000 extra jobs in the counties of Cavan, Monaghan, Sligo, Leitrim, Donegal and Louth by 
2020.  Key targets in service of this overall goal are to achieve an increase of at least 25% in the 
number of start-ups in the region; a 25% improvement in the survival rate of new businesses; an 
increase in the number of IDA investments in the region by 30-40% up to 2019; and an increase 
of 300 to 500 in the numbers of Údarás na Gaeltachta supported jobs in the North West. 

Sectors targeted as part of the plan include traditionally strong sectors for the region like 
agri-food, manufacturing/engineering and tourism, including active promotion of the tourism 
potential of the Lakelands Region, which includes Cavan and Monaghan. 

Areas targeted for future growth include digital payments, cleantech and creative services. 

Since the Plan was launched, focus has moved to putting in place a comprehensive imple-
mentation structure.  A Regional Implementation Committee has been established, composed of 
key stakeholders in the region who will work in concert with Enterprise Champions - nominat-
ed senior private sector representatives - to oversee and monitor progress.  The Implementation 
Committee will meet on 25 April to review progress on the delivery of the Plan’s actions.  The 
first Progress Report on the implementation of the NE/NW Action Plan, covering the period to 
end-June 2016, will be completed and published in Q3 2016.

Key actions in the plan to be delivered over the period 2015-2017 include the establishment 
of a North West Regional Skills Forum to ensure the flow of critical skills to enterprises in the 
region; collaboration between the Enterprise Agencies, the Education and Training Boards and 
Institutes of Technology to develop a marketing proposition around the Insurance and Technical 
Services cluster in the North West; and a Regional Innovation Forum for the North East/North 
West region to help support more companies to innovate and engage in R&D.

All regional Action Plans will be supported by investment of up to €250 million over the 
next five years, including €150 million for a property investment programme by IDA Ireland.  A 
further sum of up to €100 million will be made available over the next five years through three 
competitive calls to be administered by Enterprise Ireland.  These competitive calls are being 
targeted at innovative and collaborative approaches to support job creation across the regions.

On 22 January, a €3m Regional Accelerator Scheme was launched, which aims ultimately 
to create more accelerator spaces in the regions where start-ups can locate their businesses and 
access supports.  It is targeted that a further €3m will be leveraged with additional private sector 
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investment to support this entrepreneurship initiative.  This Regional Accelerator Scheme was 
the first competitive initiative to be launched under the €40m competitive regional jobs fund 
announced by the Government on 15 January.

Other elements of this fund to be rolled out over the coming months include:

 - Opportunities to drive greater company/sector collaboration/clustering in the regions

 - Driving procurement opportunities for start-ups and established small businesses

 - Strengthening Third-level as a driver of regional enterprise

 - Strengthening the start-up ecosystem locally.

21/04/2016WRB01450Enterprise Support Schemes

21/04/2016WRB0150031. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if fi-
nancial assistance is available to develop enterprise centres; if so, the level of funding provided 
in 2014 and 2015 towards such developments in counties Cavan and Monaghan; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7869/16]

21/04/2016WRB0160032. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if fund-
ing is provided to local enterprise offices or to community groups for the development of en-
terprise centres; if so, the programmes of assistance available; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7870/16]

21/04/2016WRB01700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 31 and 32 together. 

Enterprise Ireland, the agency under my aegis, is tasked with the management of the Com-
munity Enterprise Centre Scheme. Since the launch of the first Community Enterprise Centre 
(CEC) scheme in 1989, €64 million has been approved for the development of CECs across 
the country.  Supported by four CEC schemes (operated in 1989, 2000, 2006 and 2008) 157 
centres have been approved for financial support - of which 117 have been completed.  These 
centres collectively employ 6,051 people across 1,214 companies.  In 2012 a €2m programme 
was launched for the Community Enterprise Centre Business Development Function/Manager 
by Enterprise Ireland.  46 business development managers were funded by Enterprise Ireland 
(37 in 2012 with a further 9 in 2013).

Last year, I announced details of the 5-year, €250 million Regional Action Plan for Jobs, 
aimed at accelerating the jobs recovery in every part of the country. Under the Regional Plan, 
Enterprise Ireland launched a competitive call, the Community Enterprise Initiatives Fund, 
with a budget of €5 million over two years, which focused on community-driven enterprise 
initiatives and how all the local players, public and private, can work together to maximise job 
creation.  The Fund was open to existing Community Enterprise Centres (CECs) and also to 
any other organisation or groups of organisations with innovative ideas to create jobs, promote 
entrepreneurship, boost innovation or enhance exports. 

The results of the competitive Community Enterprise Initiative Scheme will be announced 
shortly.

21/04/2016WRB01750Community Enterprise Centres
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21/04/2016WRB0180033. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the current position of an application under the community enterprise initiative for part-funding 
towards the appointment of a manager in a centre (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7973/16]

21/04/2016WRB01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Last year, I 
announced details of the 5-year, €250 million Regional Action Plan for Jobs, aimed at accelerat-
ing the jobs recovery in every part of the country.  Under the Regional Plan, Enterprise Ireland 
launched a competitive call, the Community Enterprise Initiatives Fund, with a budget of €5 
million over two years, which focused on community-driven enterprise initiatives and how all 
the local players, public and private, can work together to maximise job creation.  The Fund 
was open to existing Community Enterprise Centres (CECs) and also to any other organisation 
or groups of organisations with innovative ideas to create jobs, promote entrepreneurship, boost 
innovation or enhance exports.

The results of the competitive Community Enterprise Initiative Scheme will be announced 
shortly.

21/04/2016WRB01950Food Industry Development

21/04/2016WRB0200034. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
given the significant number of food sector companies in Naas and surrounding areas in County 
Kildare, the policies his Department is pursing to sustain and grow the numbers of persons em-
ployed in this sector in County Kildare; if his Department has considered making Naas and the 
surrounding area a designated location or hub for the food sector; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7984/16]

21/04/2016WRB02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am aware 
of the important role that Naas and County Kildare play in the Irish agri-food sector and the 
contribution to growth and employment made by companies based there in relation to prepared 
consumer foods, meat, dairy, bakery and confectionery, as well as the investment by an Irish 
food multinational in a Global Technology and Innovation Centre in Naas.

Food Wise 2025 which was launched in July last year sets out a ten year plan for the agri-
food sector with a target of food and drink exports of €19 billion by 2025 and of 23,000 new 
jobs created in the sector.  Its Local Roots, Global Reach vision underlines the sector’s unique 
regional position in the Irish economy, identifies smarter and greener ways to deliver sustain-
able growth and recommends actions to support economic development.  The Mid- East Region 
Action Plan for Jobs 2015-2017 also has a specific focus on the importance of the agri-food 
sector in the region.

State agencies, in particular Enterprise Ireland and Bord Bia, have been active in supporting 
agri-food companies in and close to Naas, and this has contributed to six consecutive years of 
national growth in Irish food and drink exports to reach €10.8 billion in 2015, that is 52% higher 
and €3.7 billion more than in 2009. 

Enterprise Ireland provides important programmes right through a company’s development 
at start-up, scaling and growth stages.  These include lean competitiveness programmes funded 
by my Department.  In addition, FoodWorks, which was developed by Bord Bia, Enterprise 
Ireland and Teagasc provides intensive support for food and drink entrepreneurs. 

A range of initiatives and supports including Bord Bia Quality Assurance Schemes, Origin 
Green, strong market intelligence and insight support for companies, trade shows especially 
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Marketplace, and support for building brands with impact, are strengthening companies’ own 
development and growth plans.

Other innovative programmes such as Food Academy have provided an impetus to small 
companies and entrepreneurs.  Food Academy is run by Bord Bia, Supervalu and the Local En-
terprise Offices with the specific objective of supporting small food producers at a local level 
by providing training and support.  Participating companies are provided with the necessary 
business, marketing skills and retailer knowledge to help them gain access to the Food Acad-
emy fixture in local Supervalu stores and selected participants may then work on an Advance 
programme, taking them from local to regional and national supplier status.

21/04/2016WRB02150Fishing Industry

21/04/2016WRB0220035. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to 
undertake a review of the seafarer’s allowance scheme with a view to broadening its reach, in 
particular to seafarers aboard fishing vessels (details supplied). [7832/16]

21/04/2016WRB02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In Budget 
2014, the Government announced that in conjunction with the Inter Departmental Marine Co-
ordination Group, a review of the financial and taxation supports available to the Marine Sector 
would be carried out, to examine strategic measures which could be introduced to help Ireland 
as an island nation to fulfil its potential in the marine area.

Phase 1 of this review involved an examination of the taxation supports available for cer-
tain subsectors of marine, namely fishing, ports and shipping. The overall objective of this 
review was to ensure that there is a supportive financial environment underpinning the marine 
sector.  Following a tender process,  Indecon International Economic Consultants were engaged 
to carry out the review, under the aegis of a steering group, comprising representatives from the 
Department of Finance, Department of Tourism, Transport and Sport, the Department of Jobs, 
Enterprise and Innovation and the Department of  Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

This review was published in October 2015 (on Budget Day) and officials of the Depart-
ment of Finance are currently working with the relevant Departments to consider options aris-
ing from the Marine Tax Review.  One of the options which is being considered is a tax re-
lief for fishermen similar to the seafarer’s allowance.  The outcome of this work is expected to 
be discussed in advance of the Finance Bill later this year, and will be a matter for consideration 
by the next Government.

21/04/2016WRB02350Beef Data Programme

21/04/2016WRB0240036. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if payments under the beef scheme for 2014 will be granted to a person (details supplied) in 
County Kilkenny. [7835/16]

21/04/2016WRB02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted an application to join the 2014 Beef Genomics Scheme (BGS) on the 20 
March 2014 and registered fifty nine calves under the Scheme.  Eligibility has been established 
for fifty six of these animals.

The other three animals are not eligible for payment.  Payment is only made in respect of 
one of each set of twins and as two sets of twins were born in the herd that year two of these 
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animals are not eligible for payment.  The third ineligible animal was not registered within the 
legislative timeframe.

As there had also been an outstanding issue in relation to compliance with Bovine Viral 
Diarrhoea regulations, payment had not issued on the eligible animals to this point.  This mat-
ter has now been resolved and payment will issue shortly to the nominated bank account of the 
person named in respect of the fifty six eligible animals.

21/04/2016WRB02550Animal Welfare

21/04/2016WRB0260037. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if his attention has been drawn to a company (details supplied) seeking greyhounds from here, 
in view of the decision by the Australian Government to ban animal transports to this company; 
and if he will ban the transport of greyhounds from this country to that racing track, where they 
are open to abuse and exploitation. [7838/16]

21/04/2016WRB02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am aware 
of the reports.  Once appropriate animal health and welfare certification requirements are met, 
dogs, including greyhounds, may be exported internationally, including to China. Exporters are 
required to comply with the provisions of Council Regulation (EC) No 1 of 2005 on the pro-
tection of animals during transport.  My Department understands that Bord na gCon is making 
enquiries to determine if a Racing Code of Conduct offence has been committed or if an offence 
under the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011 has been committed in this instance.

21/04/2016WRB02750Basic Payment Scheme Payments

21/04/2016WRB0280038. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment will issue for Scottish derogation to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [7841/16]

21/04/2016WRB02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted an application for allocation of entitlements under the ‘Scottish Derogation’ 
measure of the Basic Payment Scheme.  Under EU Regulations governing the Basic Payment 
scheme, processing of applications involves administrative and on farm checks and verifica-
tion of land details submitted.  The checks are now complete and the application has now been 
finalised.  A letter will issue to the applicant in the coming days to advise him of the outcome 
of his application. 

21/04/2016WRB02950Basic Payment Scheme Payments

21/04/2016WRB0300039. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the status 
of basic farm payments for 2015 in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [7871/16]

21/04/2016WRB03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2015 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraint Schemes was received from 
the person named on 13 May 2015.  Processing of the Areas of Natural Constraint application 
has recently been finalised and payment will issue to the nominated bank account of the person 
named shortly.
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No valid Single Payment Scheme or Basic Payment Scheme entitlements have been held by 
the person named since 2008.  Therefore no payment is due under either scheme.

21/04/2016WRB03150Garda Remuneration

21/04/2016WRB0320040. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason rent al-
lowance has been removed from young gardaí; if she will consider reinstating this allowance 
to help new members of the force; the amount it costs to operate this allowance; the amount 
that has been saved by cutting this allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[7846/16]

21/04/2016WRB0330041. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will restore 
pay for gardaí and end the two-tier pay system, where new members of the force are paid on 
a different scale to other members; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7847/16]

21/04/2016WRB03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 40 and 41 together.

The Deputy will be aware that following a review of all allowances in the public service 
during 2011 and 2012, the Government decided on 18 September 2012 that rent allowance for 
all new public servants including Gardaí, Prison Officers and Fire Officers should be abolished.  
The rent allowance costs €4,600 per officer per annum (inclusive of Employer’s PRSI).

The Garda Commissioner who is the Accounting Officer for the Garda Vote has informed 
me that the annual cost to the Garda Vote, of reinstating the rent allowance for all recently at-
tested Garda members would amount to €1.8 million.  In addition, the annual costs of granting 
the rent allowance to existing student Gardaí upon attestation would be a further €1.4 million, 
giving a total for those recruited since recruitment recommenced in 2014 of €3.2 million.  Obvi-
ously, that cost would increase by €4,600 for every Garda recruited into the future. 

In December 2010 the then Government approved the reduction by 10% of the incremental 
salary scale for new entrants to traditional recruitment grades in the public service, including 
An Garda Síochána, to achieve a structural reduction in the cost of the public service.  Under 
the terms of the Haddington Road Agreement para. 2.31, the imbalance between those who 
entered the public service since 2011 and those who entered before that date was required to 
be addressed by the preparation of revised incremental salary scales for new entrants.  The pay 
scales now converge.  Accordingly, the current position in relation to pay for new recruits is that 
trainee Gardaí are supported while completing their 2 year BA in Applied Policing.  For the 32 
week duration of phase 1 of their training they receive a basic weekly allowance of €184 and 
full board in the Garda College.  After 32 weeks they are fully attested and move onto the first 
point of the Garda incremental pay scale of €23,750.  The incremental scale rises to €42,138 
per annum after 8 years with two further increments after 13 and 19 years’ service which bring 
the maximum of the pay scale to €45,793 per annum after 19 years.  It is important to recall that 
the Garda pay scale does not represent the full earnings of a Garda as it does not include any 
allowances.  Gardaí assigned to frontline duties work the Garda Roster which attracts unsocial 
hours payments.  Such payments amount to between 25% and 30% of their earnings.  Even at 
the entry level of €23,750 and the lower end of unsocial hours scale, this will add almost €6,000 
to the salary.  Other allowances may also be payable, as may overtime.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Lansdowne Road Agreement represents the agreed struc-
ture for industrial relations and pay within the public service until 2018.  It provides for the 
gradual unwinding of the pay reduction measures imposed on public servants at a cost of €844m 



21 April 2016

101

over three years.  It is underpinned by the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest 
Act 2015 (FEMPI).  All public servants, including members of An Garda Síochána, have started 
to receive the benefits of that Agreement in the form of reductions in the rate of Pension Related 
Deduction (PRD) payable.  For the majority of public servants, in addition to the PRD benefits, 
there is a significant reduction, weighted in favour of the lower paid, of the pay reductions suf-
fered under the 2009 FEMPI legislation.  These come in the form of increases in gross pay and 
are incorporated in the pay scale referred to above.

I recognise that public servants, including members of An Garda Síochána, played a signifi-
cant part in stabilising the public finances and bringing about the economic recovery and I un-
derstand their frustrations at the pace of pay restoration.  It is, however, essential that a prudent 
and sustainable approach is adopted given the current resources available and fiscal restraints 
on spending.

21/04/2016WRB03450Garda Investigations

21/04/2016WRB0350042. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a criminal investiga-
tion into allegations (details supplied) has been instigated by An Garda Síochána; if the Garda 
has taken possession of these files; if not, the reasons; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [7886/16]

21/04/2016WRB0360043. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason the Tuam, 
County Galway, site has not been cordoned off as a crime scene in view of the information in 
an article (details supplied). [7888/16]

21/04/2016WRB03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 42 and 43 together.

As the Deputy is aware, the instigation and management of any criminal investigation is a 
matter for the Garda authorities, as are any operational steps which might be taken in relation 
to the gathering and preservation of evidence.  I hope the Deputy will appreciate that I have no 
role in this regard.

The Deputy will also recall that in February 2015 the Minister for Children and Youth Af-
fairs established a Commission of Investigation which has been tasked with thoroughly exam-
ining the experience of vulnerable mothers and children resident in Mother and Baby Homes 
during the period 1922 to 1998, including the arrangements for the placement of children, 
whether in Ireland or abroad.  The work of this Commission is ongoing and the Commission 
has the necessary powers to comprehensively examine the broad range of public concerns that 
have been expressed in relation to Mother and Baby homes.

21/04/2016WRC00150Prisoner Releases

21/04/2016WRC0020044. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
prisoners recalled to serve their sentences after early release; the basis for same in this regard; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7851/16]

21/04/2016WRC00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The legislative basis 
for making decisions on temporary release is fully set out in the Criminal Justice Act 1960, 
as amended by the Criminal Justice (Temporary Release of Prisoners) Act 2003.  Temporary 
release is an important vehicle for re-integrating an offender into the community in a planned 
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way.

I am advised by the Irish Prison Service that any offender who breaches his or her condi-
tions, including committing a criminal offence, may be arrested and returned to prison im-
mediately by the Gardaí or may be refused another period of reviewable temporary release.  
If someone reoffends on temporary release, the matter of their prosecution is a matter for An 
Garda Síochána and the Director of Public Prosecutions to consider.  

If the person is returned to prison to serve the remaining part of their sentence as a result of 
breaching their temporary release conditions, this information forms part of the consideration 
by the Irish Prison Service of any future temporary release decisions that are taken in respect 
of that offender.  Behaviour on temporary release is one of the criterion to be considered as 
outlined in the Criminal Justice (Temporary Release of Prisoners) Act 2003.  The Irish Prison 
Service work closely with An Garda Síochána and the Probation Service in respect of the moni-
toring, supervision and compliance of those on temporary release.

I am informed by the Irish Prison Service that they do not collate information in the format 
requested by the Deputy.  However, the Irish Prison Service Recidivism study for 2009 shows 
that 2,304 persons out of a total of 7,509 that were released in that year went on to reoffend 
within the first 6 months of release.  As well as offences committed after expiration of sentence, 
this figure also includes offences committed before their official release date and this would 
take account of crimes committed while on early release, day release, and compassionate re-
lease.  It also includes offences committed while in custody such as assaults and possession of 
mobile phones.   

These figures were produced in partnership with the Central Statistics Office using a combi-
nation of Garda Síochána and Irish Prison Service records, based on the Irish Crime Classifica-
tion System (ICCS).  The study, which was published in December 2015, looked at the avail-
able data up to the end of 2012 to take account of the time to make a conviction and a broader 
3 year analysis of recidivism.

21/04/2016WRC00350Criminal Prosecutions Data

21/04/2016WRC0040045. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of drug deal-
ing convictions under mandatory minimum sentencing provisions for possession of drugs over 
a value of €12,500 as set out in section 27 of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1977 (as amended by the 
Criminal Justice Acts 1999, 2006 and 2007) during the years 2011 to 2015 and to date in 2016; 
and the resulting sentences for each conviction. [7884/16]

21/04/2016WRC00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will be 
aware that under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is 
the responsibility of the Courts Service and I have no role in the matter.  Section 4(3) of the 
1998 Act provides that the Courts Service is independent in the performance of its functions, 
which includes the provision of information on the courts system.  However, in order to be of 
assistance, I have made enquiries and the Courts Service has advised that the information is cur-
rently being compiled and I will write to the Deputy directly as soon as it is to hand.

21/04/2016WRC00550Garda Deployment

21/04/2016WRC0060046. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number and 
rank of gardaí in the Drogheda district for each year since 2010; if in view of the significant 
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increase in population she will allocate additional gardaí to the Drogheda district area; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [7901/16]

21/04/2016WRC00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resources, including per-
sonnel, among the various Garda Divisions and Districts and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter.  Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of population, crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum 
use is made of these resources.

The Drogheda District forms part of the Louth Division.  I have been informed by the Garda 
Commissioner that on the 29 February 2016, the latest date for which figures are readily avail-
able, there were 104 members, 20 Garda Reserves and 11 civilians assigned to Drogheda Garda 
District.  The tables set out the number and rank of Gardaí in the Drogheda District on the 31 
December 2010 - 2015 and on the 29 February 2016.

I am further informed that the work of local Gardaí in the Louth Division is augmented by 
a number of Garda national units which are assisting with covert and overt operations targeting 
prolific criminals and dissidents who reside within and outside this jurisdiction.  Furthermore 
there is ongoing liaison between An Garda Síochána and the Police Service of Northern Ireland 
under the auspices of an agreed Cross-Border Policing Strategy to continue the excellent levels 
of cooperation between both police services in addressing crime and terrorist activities in all its 
manifestations.

As the Deputy will appreciate it is vital that An Garda Síochána is renewed in order to en-
sure that it has the capacity to provide effective and visible policing throughout the country.  
With this objective in mind, there have been seven intakes of Garda Trainees to the Garda Col-
lege since it was reopened in September 2014 giving a total intake of 700.  A further 450 will be 
taken in this year.  So far 395 of the new Garda Trainees have attested as members of An Garda 
Síochána and have been assigned to mainstream uniform duties in communities nationwide.  
The Garda Commissioner has informed me that 18 of these newly attested members have been 
assigned to the Louth Division.  It is expected that a further 300 trainee Gardaí will attest this 
year and it will be a matter for the Garda Commissioner to assign them as she considers appro-
priate.  I am assured that the needs of all Garda Divisions are fully considered when determin-
ing the allocation of newly attested Gardaí.  

Drogheda Garda District 2010

Station Garda Sgt. Insp. Supt. C/Supt. A/Comm Total
CLOUGH-
ERHEAD       

3 1 4

DROGHE-
DA             

84 13 1 1 1 100

DUNLEER              4 1 5
109

Drogheda Garda District 2011

Station Garda Sgt. Insp. Supt. C/Supt. A/Comm Total
CLOUGH-
ERHEAD     

3 1 4

DROGHE-
DA             

82 12 2 1 1 98

DUNLEER              4 1 5
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89 14 2 1 1 107

Drogheda Garda District 2012

Station Garda Sgt. Insp. Supt. C/Supt. A/Comm Total
CLOUGH-
ERHEAD       

3 1 4

DROGHE-
DA             

77 12 2 1 1 93

DUNLEER              4 1 5
84 14 2 1 1 102

Drogheda Garda District 2013

Station Garda Sgt. Insp. Supt. C/Supt. A/Comm Total
CLOUGH-
ERHEAD     

3 1 4

DROGHE-
DA             

76 13 2 1 1 93

DUNLEER              5 5
84 14 2 1 1 102

Drogheda Garda District 2014

Station Garda Sgt. Insp. Supt. C/Supt. A/Comm Total
CLOUGH-
ERHEAD    

3 1 4

DROGHE-
DA             

74 14 2 1 1 92

DUNLEER              4 1 5
81 16 2 1 1 101

Drogheda Garda District 2015

Station Garda Sgt. Insp. Supt. C/Supt. A/Comm Total
CLOUGH-
ERHEAD  

2 1 3

DROGHE-
DA             

79 14 2 1 1 97

DUNLEER              5 1 6
86 16 2 1 1 106

Drogheda Garda District 2016

Station Garda Sgt. Insp. Supt. C/Supt. A/Comm Total
CLOUGH-
ERHEAD   

2 1 3

DROGHE-
DA             

79 14 2 95

DUNLEER              5 1 6
86 16 2 104

21/04/2016WRC00750Garda Investigations

21/04/2016WRC0080047. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will support 
a matter (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7933/16]
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21/04/2016WRC00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As I recently informed 
the Deputy (in response to the Deputy’s Parliamentary Question No. 346 of 6 April 2016), I 
am advised by the Garda authorities that a thorough and comprehensive review of this case has 
been ongoing since 2011 under the direction of Assistant Commissioner, Northern Region.  All 
aspects of the original Garda investigation and subsequent reviews have also been examined by 
the Garda Review Team.  The Garda Review Team is endeavouring to advance the investiga-
tion into the disappearance of this person and all avenues of investigation are being pursued in 
that regard.  I am further advised that the appointed Garda Family Liaison Officer continues to 
maintain contact with the agreed contacts within the family in question.  I understand that the 
relative referred to in the details supplied by the Deputy has made a detailed statement to the 
Garda Síochána as part of the investigation.  As this is an ongoing Garda inquiry, I hope the 
Deputy will appreciate that it would not be appropriate for me to comment on the specific is-
sues referred to by him, nor would my meeting with the relative in question be able to advance 
matters for her at this time.

21/04/2016WRC00950Crime Levels

21/04/2016WRC0100048. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she is aware that 
burglaries in the Drogheda, County Louth, area have increased by 8% in the past year; the steps 
that can be taken to assist the Garda in dealing with this issue; the additional resources that can 
be allocated to it; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7947/16]

21/04/2016WRC01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am very much aware 
of the impact of burglary and other crimes on the community in Drogheda and in other areas of 
the country.  While the Deputy will appreciate that the allocation of Garda resources is a mat-
ter for the Garda Commissioner in the first instance, I have brought his concerns in relation to 
Drogheda to the attention of the Garda authorities.

The Deputy will also be aware that while the most recent CSO Recorded Crime Statistics 
show an increase in burglary in Drogheda during 2015, the overall national figures show a very 
welcome reduction in the level of burglary crime.  In fact during the last three months of 2015 
the national burglary rate reduced by 26.2% compared to the same period in 2014, and this trend 
is also reflected in the figures for Co. Louth which shows a decrease of 24% insofar as the same 
period is concerned.  The onset of these significant trends coincides with the launch of Opera-
tion Thor on 1 November 2015.

Operation Thor marks a significant step-up in the Garda response to burglaries and related 
crime and it is supported by a special allocation of in excess of €5 million, including funding 
for Garda overtime which will support a combination of additional patrols, checkpoints, rapid 
armed response and public awareness measures.  Furthermore, since 2012, an overall amount of 
€34 million has been invested in the Garda fleet, with over 640 new vehicles coming on stream 
in 2015.  Investment will continue under the Capital Plan 2016-2021 which provides €46 mil-
lion for new Garda vehicles as well as important investments in Garda airborne surveillance and 
enhanced technology and ICT systems.

The commitment to tackling burglary and other forms of crime is further underscored by the 
additional 600 new Gardaí who will take up duty this year, bringing to 1,150 the number of new 
Gardaí recruited since the reopening of the Garda College in Templemore in September 2014.

I would also draw the Deputy’s attention to the enactment of the Criminal Justice (Burglary 
of Dwellings) Act 2015 which is targeted at repeat burglars who have previous convictions and 
who are charged with multiple offences of residential burglary.  I am very pleased that this new 
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legislation is now available to support prosecutions arising from the carefully considered Garda 
strategy to disrupt and oppose criminal activity under Operation Thor.

21/04/2016WRC01150Liquor Licence Applications

21/04/2016WRC0120049. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to renew a publican 
licence for a person (details supplied). [7987/16]

21/04/2016WRC01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The position is that li-
cences for the sale of alcohol products by retail are excise licences issued and renewed by the 
Revenue Commissioner and I have no role in relation to the matter.  According to section 2 of 
the Licensing (Ireland) Act 1902, as amended, where premises had not been licensed during the 
preceding year but had been licensed at any time during the previous five years, a new licence 
may be issued in respect of such premises by the Revenue Commissioners on foot of a certifi-
cate granted by the Circuit Court.  This provision does not apply, however, in cases in which the 
licence had lapsed due to a breach of licensing law or was extinguished.

21/04/2016WRC01350Child and Family Agency Investigations

21/04/2016WRC0140050. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs with reference 
to a case (details supplied), the location of the material that the Health Service Executive social 
worker had been dealing with; and if this matter was brought to his attention. [7887/16]

21/04/2016WRC01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The issues raised by 
the Deputy are a matter for Tusla the Child and Family Agency and I have asked the Agency to 
respond directly to the Deputy in this regard.

21/04/2016WRC01550Foster Care Expenditure

21/04/2016WRC0160051. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
financial settlements to children abused in foster care services for each of the past ten years; and 
the financial amounts of these settlements for each of those years. [7917/16]

21/04/2016WRC01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I have referred the 
Deputy’s question to the Child and Family Agency, Tusla for a response, and will revert when 
this is to hand.

21/04/2016WRC01750Foster Care Policy

21/04/2016WRC0180052. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his views on the 
support services made available to children who have been abused in foster care; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [7918/16]

21/04/2016WRC01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): It is important to note 
that any child welfare or protection issue raised by a child should be dealt with under Children 
First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children (2011).  Allegations of 
abuse can be made against anyone, including foster carers, biological parents, family members, 
friends, professionals, other children and in some cases, people unknown to the child. 
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The foster care regulations require an allocated social worker to meet with the child, in 
private, on a regular basis to talk with the child, including asking about any worries they may 
have and to work towards the child’s ongoing happiness and progress in a placement.  Where 
an allegation or concern is made to a social worker by a child, it is their responsibility to ensure 
the concern is listened to and to respond accordingly.  The immediate safety of the child is al-
ways central in responding to any allegation of physical, emotional, sexual abuse and neglect.  
Following an allegation the overall safety of the child is considered.  Where possible, they will 
remain with their foster carers to allow for stability and ongoing support in such circumstances.  
The allocated social worker will also review the child’s care plan and arrange for specialist as-
sessments to determine what therapeutic or medical services are required. 

Support is provided to the child making the allegation by their social worker.  If one of the 
7% of children in foster care without an allocated social worker (407 children at the end of 
January 2016) makes an allegation of abuse a social worker will be immediately allocated to 
ensure that all their needs are met and the proper support can be given in such difficult times.  
Where abuse has been alleged by a child living in foster care, the link social worker will ensure 
the foster carers can support the child to the best of their ability.  The Child and Family Agency, 
Tusla notifies all allegations of abuse to An Garda Síochána. 

All children, not just children in care, who have been sexually abused have two distinct 
needs in relation to services.  The first need is timely access to specialist assessment, includ-
ing, if necessary, medical/forensic services and where sexual abuse is validated, children need 
a therapeutic response shaped to their needs.  Their families and carers also need support and 
guidance at this time.  It is vital that all agencies involved in assessment, investigation and 
providing support and therapeutic services to children and their families work together.  The 
HSE, Tusla and CARI (a voluntary based organisation) along with others, provide counselling, 
therapeutic and family support to children who have been abused sexually. 

21/04/2016WRC01950Home Care Packages Administration

21/04/2016WRC0200053. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health if finance for home care packages 
and home help assistance have been curtailed since January 2016; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7822/16]

21/04/2016WRC02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.  If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them.

21/04/2016WRC02150Speech and Language Therapy Provision

21/04/2016WRC0220054. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if speech and language ther-
apy will be arranged for a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; if he will expedite the 
matter [7826/16]

21/04/2016WRC02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the issue 
raised by the Deputy relates to an individual case, this is a service matter for the Health Service 
Executive.  I have asked the HSE to look into the particular matter raised and to reply directly 
to the Deputy.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please 
contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.
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21/04/2016WRC02350Hospital Appointments Delays

21/04/2016WRC0240055. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a medical appointment can be 
expedited for a person (details supplied). [7828/16]

21/04/2016WRC02500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and the 
hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

21/04/2016WRC02550Health Services Funding

21/04/2016WRC0260056. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding funding in the 
case of a person (details supplied). [7829/16]

21/04/2016WRC02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If you have not re-
ceived a reply within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office and they will follow 
up the matter with them.

21/04/2016WRC02750General Practitioner Services Provision

21/04/2016WRC0280057. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the updated position with regard to 
the provision of a full-time general practitioner service in Rathmore, County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7850/16]

21/04/2016WRC02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.  
If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Pri-
vate Office and they will follow up the matter with the Executive.

21/04/2016WRC02950Health Care Infrastructure Provision

21/04/2016WRC0300058. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health the proposals in place to upgrade 
a health centre (details supplied) in County Cork. [7852/16]

21/04/2016WRC03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE has 
responsibility for the provision, maintenance and operation of Health Centres.  Therefore, this 
matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.  If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them.
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21/04/2016WRC03150Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland

21/04/2016WRC0320059. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to address 
the delays in registration of nurses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7855/16]

21/04/2016WRC03300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I wish to thank the Deputy for the matter 
raised.  Given that this is an operational matter, it is appropriate that it should be dealt with by 
the NMBI.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NMBI for attention and direct reply.  
If you have not received a reply from the NMBI within 15 working days, please contact my 
Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

However, I would like to advise the Deputy of a number of measures taken by the NMBI 
and to put the perceived registration delays in context.

A significant volume of applications has been received by the NMBI, particularly during 
2015.  Many of the applications received to date are incomplete whereby documents remain 
outstanding on a file and therefore cannot be progressed to review/assessment stage until re-
quired documents are received.  In addition, many applicants, unfortunately do not complete 
their application form fully therefore leading to delays in progressing an application through 
the system. 

The NMBI have put a number of contact channels in place for applicants following up on 
the progress of their application.  One such measure was introduced in October 2015 which  
was the opening of a dedicated call centre line for overseas applicants.  This call centre is open  
Monday through to Friday, 9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.  The call centre can provide regular updates to 
overseas applicants on the current status of their application.  The NMBI has launched a new 
website during February 2016 which will have additional features for overseas applicants to 
include a facility to “Track their Application” on line.   

The NMBI is working with its stakeholders, including HSE, to provide options for nurses 
who are required to obtain additional competencies in order to meet the requirements for regis-
tration.  Such options include the adaptation course and an aptitude test.

21/04/2016WRC03350Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

21/04/2016WRC0340060. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if he will refund a person (details 
supplied) in Dublin 15 who purchased medical equipment under the drug repayment scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7856/16]

21/04/2016WRC03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the par-
ticular issue raised relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be referred 
to the HSE for direct reply to you.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 
working days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

21/04/2016WRC03550Respite Care Grant Eligibility

21/04/2016WRC0360061. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if respite support will be granted 
to a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15. [7857/16]

21/04/2016WRC03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.  If you have 
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not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them.

21/04/2016WRC03750Home Help Service Eligibility

21/04/2016WRC0380062. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if an application for home care 
hours will be granted to a person (details supplied) in Dublin 7. [7858/16]

21/04/2016WRC03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.  If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them.

21/04/2016WRC03950Hospital Accommodation Provision

21/04/2016WRC0400063. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason for delay in open-
ing the additional beds in the community hospitals in Kenmare and Dingle, County Kerry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [7861/16]

21/04/2016WRC04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.  If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them.

21/04/2016WRD00150Autism Incidence

21/04/2016WRD0020064. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the number of children who have 
been assessed by the Health Service Executive as having a diagnosis of autism for each of the 
years from 2010 to 2015. [7862/16]

21/04/2016WRD00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The particular 
issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the Health Service Executive.  Accordingly 
I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply 
to the Deputy.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please 
contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

21/04/2016WRD00350Speech and Language Therapy Provision

21/04/2016WRD0040065. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health if, further to an assessment and 
diagnosis by the Health Service Executive, he will outline the number of children who are cur-
rently awaiting the services of a speech and language therapist; the number of these children 
who are waiting for more than six months, more than one year and more than two years; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7863/16]

21/04/2016WRD00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.  
If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Pri-
vate Office and they will follow up the matter with the Executive.
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21/04/2016WRD00550Health Services Data

21/04/2016WRD0060066. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health if, further to an assessment and 
diagnosis by the Health Service Executive, he will outline the number of children currently 
awaiting the services of an occupational therapist; the number of these children who are waiting 
for more than six months, more than one year and more than two years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7864/16]

21/04/2016WRD00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.  
If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Pri-
vate Office and they will follow up the matter with the Executive.

21/04/2016WRD00750Orthodontic Services Provision

21/04/2016WRD0080067. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when orthodontic service will be 
provided at a school (details supplied) in County Carlow; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7874/16]

21/04/2016WRD00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is 
a service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the 
Deputy.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

21/04/2016WRD00950Medical Card Eligibility

21/04/2016WRD0100068. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Health if an agreement has been made 
between the United Kingdom and Ireland so that if an Irish citizen who has worked long term 
in the UK, and held a UK medical card, is then automatically entitled to an Irish medical card 
when they return home to retire. [7878/16]

21/04/2016WRD01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Under Regu-
lation (EC) 883/2004 on the coordination of social security systems, persons insured in any EU 
Member State, together with persons insured in any EEA Member State (Iceland, Norway or 
Liechtenstein) or in Switzerland, are entitled to receive health care services in Ireland at the cost 
of that member state provided they are not subject to Irish social security legislation.  Persons 
in this category are entitled to full eligibility and receive a medical card as evidence of their 
entitlement.  The applicant is only required to demonstrate to the HSE that they qualify under 
the EU Regulations and there is no requirement to submit income details and details of savings. 

The applicant must produce the appropriate E or S-form, completed by their Member State 
confirming the healthcare entitlement for which that state is liable.  The position regarding the 
UK is that, under a reciprocal agreement, the EU S form is not required, however, proof of re-
ceipt of a qualifying payment from the UK authorities should be provided with the application 
to the HSE.  

The HSE has responsibility to establish if an applicant is subject to Irish social security leg-
islation.  A person is considered subject to Irish social security legislation if s/he is in receipt of 
a contributory Irish social welfare payment or engaged in work in Ireland and subject to PRSI.  
If a person is considered subject to Irish social security legislation, the person will not qualify 
for a Medical Card under EU legislation or the reciprocal agreement, but may qualify for a 
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means-tested medical card under national legislation.

21/04/2016WRD01150Health Services Provision

21/04/2016WRD0120069. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding bariatric 
oxygen therapy; and if this treatment has been used in the case of a person (details supplied). 
[7885/16]

21/04/2016WRD01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If you have not re-
ceived a reply within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office and they will follow 
up the matter with them.

21/04/2016WRD01350Hospital Procedures

21/04/2016WRD0140070. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the status of a surgical proce-
dure for a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7904/16]

21/04/2016WRD01500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Deputy’s question relates to service 
delivery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to her.

If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my 
Private Office and my officials will follow up the matter with them.

21/04/2016WRD01550Primary Care Centres Provision

21/04/2016WRD0160071. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the provision 
of a health care centre in Rathmore, County Kerry. [7905/16]

21/04/2016WRD01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE has 
responsibility for the provision, maintenance and operation of Health Centres.  Therefore, this 
matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.  If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them.

21/04/2016WRD01750Hospital Appointments Status

21/04/2016WRD0180072. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
hospital appointment for a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7915/16]

21/04/2016WRD01900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the specific issues raised are a service 
matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from 
the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow 
the matter up.

21/04/2016WRD01950Ambulance Service Staff
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21/04/2016WRD0200073. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of officer positions in 
the national ambulance service filled for each of the years 2012 to 2015 and to date in 2016; the 
locations of these positions; the number of these currently filled on a temporary or acting basis; 
when each of the positions were filled, including permanent, temporary and acting positions; 
if any of the permanent, temporary or acting positions were filled by staff otherwise than from 
the panels for officer grades applicable to those positions; the number of positions currently 
unfilled; the locations of same; the number of staff currently on the panels and the positions 
for which; the panels which were disbanded within the past six months; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7921/16]

21/04/2016WRD02100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): With regard to the detailed queries raised 
by the Deputy, as these are service matters, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.  If 
you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private 
Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

21/04/2016WRD02150Ambulance Service Accommodation

21/04/2016WRD0220074. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the status of the building of new 
ambulance Stations in Enniscorthy and Gorey, County Wexford; when they will proceed to the 
next stage; when the tendering process will commence and be completed; when construction 
will commence; the funding he will allocate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7922/16]

21/04/2016WRD02300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): There will always be more projects than can 
be funded by the Exchequer.  As with all capital projects, the further development of the health 
care infrastructure, including ambulance bases at Enniscorthy and Gorey must be considered 
and prioritised within the context of the overall capital envelope available to the health service.  
The HSE will continue to apply the available funding for infrastructure development in the 
most effective way possible to meet current and future needs. 

As the Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of the healthcare infrastruc-
ture projects the Executive has been requested to reply directly to you on the matter.  If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office 
who will follow up.

21/04/2016WRD02350Health Services Staff Recruitment

21/04/2016WRD0240075. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will support a matter (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7943/16]

21/04/2016WRD02500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The recruitment of staff is primarily a mat-
ter for the HSE.  I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly on this matter.  If you 
have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my private office 
and they will follow up on the matter with them. 

21/04/2016WRD02550Cancer Screening Programmes

21/04/2016WRD0260076. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the current status of the roll-out 
of BreastCheck to 65 to 69 year old women; the number of women screened in 2015; the num-
ber of women who will be able to avail of this service in 2016; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [7944/16]

21/04/2016WRD02700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The implementation of the age extension of 
BreastCheck to 65-69 year olds commenced in Quarter 4 of 2015.  BreastCheck invited 1,267 
women in this age category for screening in 2015 and 852 of these were screened before the end 
of the year.  In 2016, BreastCheck will invite over 11,000 women aged 65-69 for screening, and 
every effort will be made to encourage a high uptake rate.

The age extension is being implemented on an incremental basis, in line with the capacity of 
the system to manage the additional screening and follow up workload.  The additional eligible 
population is approximately 100,000 and, when fully implemented, 540,000 women will be 
included in the BreastCheck Programme.

Women of any age who have concerns about breast cancer should seek the advice of their 
GP who will, if appropriate, refer them to the symptomatic breast services in one of the eight 
designated cancer centres.

21/04/2016WRD02750Hospital Waiting Lists

21/04/2016WRD0280077. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Donegal will receive an appointment in Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin, 
Dublin 12, for urgent casting relating to scoliosis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7949/16]

21/04/2016WRD02900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Long waiting times for scoliosis services 
are unacceptable and I have been clear in my determination that these waiting times are re-
duced, through additional resources and capacity. 

Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin is the largest provider of scoliosis surgery for 
children and young people.  Funding was allocated in 2015 for additional consultant posts in-
cluding two consultant orthopaedic surgeons, anaesthetist and support staff at Crumlin.  Capital 
funding was also provided for a new theatre on site to expand theatre capacity further.  The 2016 
Service Plan specifically provides for support for the new theatre capacity and the continued 
development of paediatric scoliosis services to address ongoing capacity deficits. 

In order to address waiting times in the interim, patients from Crumlin have been transferred 
to other hospitals where capacity is available and where that is clinically appropriate.  These 
include Temple Street, Cappagh, Tallaght and the Blackrock Clinic.  External capacity has also 
been identified at the Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital at Stanmore in the UK.  The De-
partment of Health is continuing to work with the HSE, the Children’s Hospital Group and the 
hospitals themselves to ensure that we continue to make strong progress in addressing this issue 
and to identify all options to further improve access times. 

As the specific issues raised are a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

21/04/2016WRD02950Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

21/04/2016WRD0300078. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied) 
in County Donegal will receive an orthodontic appointment for treatment in the orthodontic 
department of Letterkenny University Hospital, County Donegal, having spent two years on the 
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waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [7951/16]

21/04/2016WRD03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is 
a service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the 
Deputy.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

21/04/2016WRD03150Orthodontic Services Data

21/04/2016WRD0320079. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for the orth-
odontic department in Letterkenny University Hospital, County Donegal, in respect of those 
assessed as Grade 5, Grade 4, Grade 3 and subsequent grades; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7952/16]

21/04/2016WRD03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is 
a service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the 
Deputy.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

21/04/2016WRD03350Speech and Language Therapy

21/04/2016WRD0340080. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of speech and language 
therapists and occupational therapists available to children with an autism spectrum disorder 
in the Dublin Mid-West constituency; the number of children who are on the waiting list to see 
them and the current waiting period. [7963/16]

21/04/2016WRD0350081. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of speech and language 
therapists and occupational therapists available to children with developmental disorders other 
than autism spectrum disorders in the Dublin Mid-West constituency; the number of children 
who are on the waiting list to see them and the current waiting period. [7964/16]

21/04/2016WRD0360083. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of speech and language 
therapists and occupational therapists available to children with an intellectual disability in the 
Dublin Mid-West constituency; the number of children on the waiting list to see them and the 
current waiting period. [7966/16]

21/04/2016WRD03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 80, 81 and 83 together.

The particular issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the Health Service Execu-
tive.  Accordingly I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Execu-
tive for direct reply to the Deputy.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 
working days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

21/04/2016WRD03750Speech and Language Therapy Provision

21/04/2016WRD0380082. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of speech and language 
therapists and occupational therapists available to children with a mental health difficulty in the 
Dublin Mid-West constituency; the number of children on the waiting list to see them and the 
current waiting period. [7965/16]
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21/04/2016WRD03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If you have not re-
ceived a reply within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office and they will follow 
up the matter with them.

  Question No. 83 answered with Question No. 80.

21/04/2016WRE00150Medical Card Applications

21/04/2016WRE0020084. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a medical card application 
by a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny will be fully examined as all the information 
has been returned by the person. [7968/16]

21/04/2016WRE00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has recently issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

21/04/2016WRE00350Hospital Appointments Status

21/04/2016WRE0040085. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a per-
son (details supplied) in County Kerry who is awaiting a medical appointment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7975/16]

21/04/2016WRE00500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and the 
hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

21/04/2016WRE00550Home Care Packages Administration

21/04/2016WRE0060086. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the policies his Department 
and the Health Service Executive are pursuing to encourage more persons to enter the home 
care package sector; the policies in place to secure sustainable levels of pay for the workers in 
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that sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7982/16]

21/04/2016WRE00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Home 
Care Package (HCP) Scheme provides a range of services including primary care services such 
as nursing and therapies, enhanced home care hours, respite care etc.

Applicants for HCPs are assessed on the basis of need and packages allocated based on this 
need and having regard to available resources.

This year’s Health Service Executive (HSE) National Service Plan sets a target for 15,450 
people to be in receipt of a HCP at any time.

The HSE provides HCPs through its directly employed home help staff who are paid at the 
public service approved rates of pay for this grade and receive travel expenses in line with the 
arrangements set out for this grade.

Where the HSE cannot provide the HCP through its directly employed staff arrangements 
are in place with external providers who meet the HSE requirements.  The rate of pay and con-
ditions of employment of staff who are employed by care providers is a matter for these provid-
ers, many of whom deliver high volumes of care outside the publicly funded sector.

21/04/2016WRE00750Health Insurance Data

21/04/2016WRE0080087. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of persons currently 
availing of private health insurance in each of the following age groups: 17 years and under; 
18 to 29 years; 30 to 39 years; 40 to 49 years; 50 to 59 years; 60 to 69 years; 70 to 79 years; 80 
years and over. [7989/16]

21/04/2016WRE00900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The table below provides the most recent 
data available from the Health Insurance Authority and shows the number of insured persons 
by age group on the 1 January 2016.  This information is compiled in respect of the commer-
cial health insurers and excludes people serving waiting periods and members of Restricted 
Membership Undertakings (which provide insurance to people who are members of a particular 
group, normally a vocational group or employees of a particular organisation).

Age Group Membership for the Market as of 1 January 
2016

0-17 474,716
18-29 209,503
30-39 297,443
40-49 322,195
50-59 276,258
60-69 223,872
70-79 132,417
80 years and over 55,468
Total 1,991,872

21/04/2016WRE00950Hospital Appointments Status

21/04/2016WRE0100088. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a hospital 
appointment for a child (details supplied). [7992/16]
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21/04/2016WRE01100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred.  Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and the 
hospital involved.  In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

21/04/2016WRE01150Hospital Beds Data

21/04/2016WRE0120089. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Health the number of net ad-
ditional beds that will be provided at University Hospital Galway on completion of the 75 bed 
extension; if he will provide, in tabular form, the current number of beds, the additional number 
of beds and the number of beds that will be eliminated. [7993/16]

21/04/2016WRE01300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the detailed query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.  If you 
have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Of-
fice and my officials will follow the matter up.

21/04/2016WRE01350Ambulance Service

21/04/2016WRE0140090. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if he will reverse the decision to 
remove the only intermediate care vehicle, national ambulance service patient transfer service, 
in the north Cork area and the reason this service has been transferred to Cork city (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [7994/16]

21/04/2016WRE01500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): With regard to the detailed queries raised 
by the Deputy, as these are service matters, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.  If 
you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private 
Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

21/04/2016WRE01550Prisoner Releases

21/04/2016WRE0160091. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the interventions 
his Department has made on behalf of a person (details supplied) who is incarcerated in prison 
in Egypt: the steps he has taken since the formation of the Thirty-second Dáil to expedite their 
release.  [7823/16]

21/04/2016WRE01700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The case of this 
individual, who has been detained in Egypt for almost three years, continues to be of the highest 
priority for the Government and for my Department.

The Government remains focused on its two core objectives in this case, to secure the citi-
zen’s release and to provide consular support for his welfare while he remains in detention.  
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The Government and my Department have been engaging comprehensively with all relevant 
stakeholders throughout the period since this citizen was detained to progress these objectives.  
I and my officials have maintained constant and close contact with the Egyptian authorities.  
Last Thursday, I met with the Ambassador of Egypt, Ms Soha Gendi, in Dublin to discuss the 
latest developments and to once again underline our concerns about this case.  On the same day, 
our Ambassador in Egypt, Mr. Damien Cole, engaged with the Egyptian Foreign Ministry to 
deliver similar messages.

We are providing ongoing consular assistance to the individual including through regular 
prison visits and the monitoring of all trial hearings.  The most recent visit took place on Sun-
day last, 17 April, during which Ambassador Cole met with this Irish citizen in the prison near 
Cairo.  The Embassy has attended all trial hearings to date and intends also to be present at the 
next hearing which is scheduled for 29 June.

My officials are also liaising closely with his Egyptian legal team, other states who have had 
citizens in similar situations, with our European and international partners represented in Egypt, 
and with the European Union.

We also liaise closely with the citizen’s family in Ireland and their representatives.  The 
most recent meeting between my officials and the citizen’s family and their legal representa-
tives took place on 20 April.

The Government and my Department will continue this work through all diplomatic and 
political channels to achieve our objective of seeing this citizen returned to Ireland as soon as 
possible.

21/04/2016WRE01750EU Meetings

21/04/2016WRE0180092. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the issues dis-
cussed at the recent European Union Foreign Affairs Council; the outcome of such discussions; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7859/16]

21/04/2016WRE01900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I attended the most 
recent Foreign Affairs Council (FAC) meeting in Luxembourg on 18 April, where migration, 
Libya and the Eastern Partnership were on the agenda.  Foreign Ministers also had an informal 
exchange with the Colombian Government’s High Commissioner for Peace, Dr Sergio Jara-
millo.

The Council had a wide-ranging discussion on the ongoing migration crisis, including a 
detailed exchange on the agreement concluded with Turkey last month, as well as on devel-
opments along the main migration routes to Europe.  Foreign Ministers noted the successful 
operation to date of the EU naval operation EUNAVFOR MED Sophia, which has saved some 
12,000 lives at sea (this is separate to the Irish naval mission which has rescued 8,592 migrants 
to date); EU support to Africa through the Emergency Trust Fund, and the launch of a series of 
comprehensive high level dialogues on migration with African countries and the Sahel.  Minis-
ters also had a lunch meeting with UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi on the 
migration crisis in Europe, as well as broader global migration issues.

The Council adopted Conclusions on Libya welcoming the arrival of the Presidency Council 
in Tripoli and commending “the courage and determination of Prime Minister Serraj”.  Minis-
ters also had a video-conference discussion with Prime Minster Serraj.  The Council underlined 
“Libyan ownership of the political process and the importance of its inclusiveness, notably 
through the continued participation of political and local actors, women and civil society”.  
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Ministers agreed to offer security sector support to Libya should a request be made by the Gov-
ernment of National Accord.  Should such a request be forthcoming and subject to consultation 
with the Libyans they agreed that a possible civilian CSDP Mission could offer capacity build-
ing support in the fields of police and criminal justice including counter-terrorism, border man-
agement countering irregular migration and smuggling of migrants and trafficking of human 
beings.  They also agreed to give further consideration to providing support through EUNAV-
FOR MED Sophia by enhancing its capacity to disrupt the business model of human smugglers 
and trafficking networks through potential capacity building for the Libyan Coastguard and the 
implementation of international law.

The Council discussed the EU’s Eastern Partnership initiative and political developments 
in the six partner countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine) 
in preparation for the annual Eastern Partnership ministerial meeting which will take place in 
Brussels on 23 May 2016.  The Eastern Partnership is a vital framework for cooperation and 
dialogue with the EU’s eastern partners.  In line with the review of the European Neighbour-
hood Policy, the Eastern Partnership takes a tailored approach to EU cooperation with each 
partner in order to strengthen stability in the region as well as to encourage ongoing reforms.

We had a good discussion on recent developments in the peace process in Colombia with 
the Colombian Government’s High Commissioner for Peace, Dr Sergio Jaramillo.  I reiterated 
Ireland’s steadfast support for the peace talks between the government and the FARC rebels.  
These talks are now at a critical stage, and Ireland intends to contribute to the EU Trust Fund 
for Colombia which will be launched once a peace deal is signed.  I also expressed apprecia-
tion for the work of Mr. Eamon Gilmore who was present in his role as EU Special Envoy to 
the Colombian peace process.  Mr. Gilmore is tasked with providing visibility for the diverse 
strands of the EU’s efforts in the country and conveying the EU’s political support for the peace 
process, bringing to bear his experience in peacebuilding and reconciliation on this island.

Foreign Ministers also briefly discussed the latest developments in the negotiations towards 
an Association Agreement between the EU and Mercosur.  Supported by a number of other 
Member States, I emphasised the need to proceed with caution in order to ensure a balanced 
agreement which takes account of the potential impact on the agricultural and other sectors.

21/04/2016WRE01950North-South Ministerial Council

21/04/2016WRE0200093. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the proposals 
he put forward at North-South Ministerial Council meetings in relation to the establishment of 
additional cross-Border bodies as provided for in the Good Friday Agreement; the outcome of 
such discussions; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [7860/16]

21/04/2016WRE02100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The existing North 
South Bodies, particularly Tourism Ireland and InterTradeIreland, are making a considerable 
contribution towards economic growth right across the island and clearly demonstrate what can 
be achieved when we pool our resources in key strategic areas.

At the North South Ministerial Council (NSMC) meetings that I have attended the focus 
of Ministers has been on discussing the sectoral priorities for additional co-operation which 
they have identified in their respective areas of responsibility, particularly as regards assisting 
economic recovery, job creation, the best use of public funds and the most effective delivery of 
services for citizens across the island.  There have already been considerable advances in some 
of the priority areas they have identified and I look forward to this continuing.



21 April 2016

121

Proposals to establish additional North South Bodies have not been discussed at the NSMC 
meetings I have attended, and of course any such proposals would first require the agreement of 
the Northern Ireland Executive before decisions on them could be made by the NSMC.

21/04/2016WRE02150Autism Support Services

21/04/2016WRE0220094. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of chil-
dren with an autism spectrum disorder receiving special needs supports, special needs assis-
tants, resource teaching and so on in primary and secondary schools in the Dublin Mid-West 
constituency and the number being supported in special classes in the constituency.  [7967/16]

21/04/2016WRE02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Children with autism may 
be enrolled in a mainstream school and can attend all mainstream classes.  In such cases these 
children will receive additional teaching support through the learning support and/or the re-
source teacher and where appropriate will receive access to Special Needs Assistance and as-
sistive technology if required.  In circumstances where children with special educational needs 
require more specialised interventions, special school or special class places are also available.  
Each special class for autism has a 6:1 pupil teacher ratio at primary level, and 6:1.5 pupil 
teacher ratio at post primary level as well as Special Needs Assistant support normally amount-
ing to 2 SNAs for a class of 6 children.  In December 2014 there were 13,873 students with 
ASD in the school system  Of these students:

 - 63 per cent were educated in mainstream classes

 - 23 per cent were educated in special classes in mainstream primary and post-primary

 - 14 per cent were educated in 118 special schools

 - 23 per cent of all students with resource teaching hours were students with ASD

 - 25 per cent of all resource teaching posts were allocated for ASD

 - 73 per cent of all special classes approved were for ASD

 - About 40 per cent of all students with SNA support had ASD

 - 69 per cent of all students with ASD accessed SNA support.

The information sought in relation to the Deputy’s constituency is not readily available to 
my Department, however I have arranged for the Deputy’s request to be forwarded to the NCSE 
for their attention and direct reply.

21/04/2016WRE02350School Transport

21/04/2016WRE0240095. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 495 of 10 February 2015, if she will provide details of the school 
buses referred to that are or were owned by the Department of Education and Skills, in tabular 
form, including such vehicles paid for by the Department from 1 January 2006 to end of 2015 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7971/16]

21/04/2016WRE02500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
Bus Éireann has advised that the level of detailed information sought by the Deputy cannot be 
complied within the required timeframe.  In this regard I have asked Bus Éireann to forward the 
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information directly to the Deputy.

21/04/2016WRE02550Schools Property

21/04/2016WRE0260096. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans for the fu-
ture use of a former primary school at a location (details supplied) in Dublin 12; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [7824/16]

21/04/2016WRE02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department officials 
and representatives of the Dublin Archdiocese and of the local parish have agreed that the prop-
erty to which the Deputy refers will be made available to the Department for educational use.  
My officials and Archdiocesan authorities are continuing to work very closely on the practicali-
ties of the property issues involved to ensure the property is made available for educational use 
as soon as possible and work is well advanced in this regard.

21/04/2016WRE02750Schools Building Projects Status

21/04/2016WRE0280097. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills the current progress 
on building works at a school (details supplied) in Dublin 16; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [7825/16]

21/04/2016WRE02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The building project at the 
school to which the Deputy refers is currently on site and work is progressing.  The contractor 
commenced on site in August 2015 under a 27 month contract.

21/04/2016WRE02950Summer Works Scheme Applications

21/04/2016WRE0300098. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a decision 
will be made on an application under the summer works scheme for a school (details supplied) 
in County Galway; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7849/16]

21/04/2016WRE03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to confirm to the 
Deputy that my Department is in receipt of an application from the school in question under 
the Summer Works Scheme.  Commensurate with the level of funding available for the Sum-
mer Works Scheme, applications are being assessed on a top down basis in accordance with the 
prioritisation criteria outlined in the governing Circular Letter for the Scheme.  This Circular 
Letter (0055/2015), is available on my Department’s website www.education.ie. It is my inten-
tion to publish a list of successful applicants shortly.

21/04/2016WRE03150School Curriculum

21/04/2016WRE0320099. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
animal shooting clubs are being allowed access to schools and pupils for public relations exer-
cises; and if there are any restrictions on the type of groups which may access school grounds 
and pupils. [7877/16]

21/04/2016WRE03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Schools may invite visi-
tors to support the work of the curriculum where appropriate.  My Department has issued best 



21 April 2016

123

practice guidelines to schools which include specific guidance relating to the role of any visi-
tors in supporting the implementation of the Social Personal and Health Education (SPHE) 
programme.  These guidelines require that visits are carefully planned with the relevant school 
personnel, and that the content of talks/programmes by outside facilitators is consistent with 
school policies, and with the SPHE programme.  It is a matter for each school authority to de-
cide on the suitability of any proposed visitors and to determine the suitability of the support 
materials and resources to be used.

21/04/2016WRE03350Schools Building Projects Status

21/04/2016WRE03400100. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the current status 
of a primary school construction project (details supplied) in County Mayo, if she will outline a 
projected timeframe for the sanctioning of the project; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [7906/16]

21/04/2016WRE03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department approved funding to the school in question for additional accommodation 
in July 2015.  However, I can confirm that my Department has recently received a revised pro-
posal from the school to include additional accommodation as part of the project already ap-
proved.  This proposal is currently being considered and my Department will be in further con-
tact with the school authority concerned as soon as the assessment process has been concluded.

21/04/2016WRE03550Summer Works Scheme Applications

21/04/2016WRE03600101. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a decision 
will be made on an application under the summer works scheme 2016 (details supplied) in 
County Cork. [7911/16]

21/04/2016WRE03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to confirm to the 
Deputy that my Department is in receipt of an application from the school in question under the 
Summer Works Scheme.  Commensurate with the level of funding available for the Scheme, 
applications including that from the school concerned, will be assessed on a top down basis 
in accordance with the prioritisation criteria outlined in the governing Circular Letter for the 
Scheme.  This Circular Letter (0055/2015), is available on my Department’s website www.
education.ie.  It is my intention to publish a list of successful applicants shortly.

21/04/2016WRE03750Schools Building Projects Status

21/04/2016WRE03800102. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
proposed building project to increase capacity at a school (details supplied) in County Wexford; 
when it will proceed to the next stage; when the tendering process will commence and be com-
pleted; when construction will commence; the funding she will allocate; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [7925/16]

21/04/2016WRE03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the Deputy may be 
aware, the building project for the school to which he refers is included in the 6 year construc-
tion programme that I announced last November.  Officials in my Department are working 
closely with officials from Wexford County Council under the memorandum of understanding 
in order to identify and acquire a suitable permanent location for the school.  The school’s cur-
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rent accommodation will be considered as part of this process in the context of suitability as a 
long term solution and value for money.  Once the permanent location has been acquired, then 
the project to deliver the school will advance into architectural planning.

21/04/2016WRE03950Schools Building Projects Status

21/04/2016WRE04000103. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
proposed building project for a school (details supplied) in County Wexford; when it will pro-
ceed to the next stage; when the tendering process will commence and be completed; when 
construction will commence; the funding she will allocate; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [7926/16]

21/04/2016WRE04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy, is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 2(b),which in-
cludes the applications for the Fire Certificate and Disability Access Certificate and the prepara-
tion of Tender Documents.  Planning permission has been secured.  The school building project 
for this school was included on the 2012/16 five year construction programme and is scheduled 
to proceed to construction in 2016.  The design team will submit the stage 2(b) report to my 
Department when it is completed and my Department will revert to the school with regard to 
the further progression of the project following consideration of that report.

21/04/2016WRF00150School Accommodation

21/04/2016WRF00200104. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application for additional classrooms for a school (details supplied) in County Wexford; when 
it will proceed to the next stage; when the tendering process will commence and be completed; 
when construction will commence; the funding she will allocate; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [7927/16]

21/04/2016WRF00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I can confirm that the school 
referred to by the Deputy has submitted an application for additional classrooms with ancil-
lary accommodation based on their projected enrolment figures that may warrant an additional 
teacher appointment in September 2017.

The application is currently being considered and a decision will be conveyed to the school 
as soon as the assessment process has been concluded.

21/04/2016WRF00350School Enrolments Data

21/04/2016WRF00400105. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will provide 
an analysis of the demand for secondary school places in Wexford town and the capacity to 
provide same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7928/16]

21/04/2016WRF00500106. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will provide 
an analysis of the demand for secondary school places in Gorey, County Wexford, and the ca-
pacity to provide same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7929/16]

21/04/2016WRF00600107. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will provide 
an analysis of the demand for secondary school places in County Wexford and the capacity to 
provide same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7930/16]
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21/04/2016WRF00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 105 to 107, inclusive, together.

My Department uses a Geographical Information System (GIS) to identify where the pres-
sure for school places across the country will arise.  The GIS uses data from the Central Statis-
tics Office, Ordnance Survey Ireland, the Department of Social Protection and local authorities 
in addition to the Department’s own school enrolment databases.  With this information, my 
Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises at primary and post primary level to 
determine where additional school accommodation is needed.

The outcome of the latest demographic exercises was that in November 2015, I announced 
the establishment of 13 new schools to open nationwide in 2017 and 2018.

The school planning areas in Co. Wexford are experiencing demographic growth, however, 
not to such an extent that would currently warrant new school provision.  These areas are being 
kept under ongoing review by my Department to take account of updated enrolment data and 
also the impact of existing and planned capacity increases to existing schools in each of the 
school planning areas.

There are 22 post-primary schools in the nine school planning areas in Co. Wexford.  The 
majority of the school planning areas are projected to increase in enrolment numbers, although 
the total enrolment numbers are marginally less than projected based on the provisional 2015/16 
enrolment data.  Overall, enrolments are projected to increase by circa 2,900 between the 22 
schools, to peak in 2024/25, before beginning to reduce.  The intake patterns to the schools 
show that a significant proportion of students are not attending the post-primary school in their 
area but rather travelling out of the smaller school planning areas into the Wexford town and 
Enniscorthy areas to attend post-primary school.

In relation to the Wexford town school planning area, my Department analysed the pre-en-
rolment lists of students seeking places in First Year in September 2016 from the 12 post-prima-
ry schools in the Wexford town and four adjacent school planning areas of Enniscorthy, Adam-
stown, Kilmuckridge and Bridgetown.  This analysis showed that there was a large amount of 
duplication of applications with students applying to a number of schools in these areas and the 
intake patterns showed that a significant proportion of students who live outside the Wexford 
town school planning area have applied to attend schools in the Wexford town area.

Based on the provisional 2015/16 post-primary enrolment figures in the Wexford town 
schools, actual enrolments are broadly in line with the projected enrolments based on the de-
mographic data.  In the five post-primary schools in the Wexford town school planning area, 
total enrolments are projected to grow over the next six year, peaking in 2021/22, after which 
enrolment numbers are projected to drop back to below current levels.  Based on the provisional 
2015/16 post-primary enrolments in Gorey, these are marginally higher than projected. There 
are two post-primary schools serving the Gorey school planning area.  Enrolments are expected 
to grow peaking in 2024-2025, after which enrolment numbers are expected to decrease.

As part of my Department’s School Capital Investment Programme, a number of build-
ing projects in Wexford schools are being progressed, including Loreto Secondary School and 
Wexford C.B.S, which will provide for increased capacity in the area.  The increase in accom-
modation planned for the Wexford area should be adequate to cater for the projected increase 
in enrolments.

21/04/2016WRF00750Schools Building Projects Status
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21/04/2016WRF00800108. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
proposed building project for a school (details supplied) in County Wexford; when it will pro-
ceed to the next stage; when the tendering process will commence and be completed; when 
construction will commence; the funding she will allocate; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [7931/16]

21/04/2016WRF00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The major building project 
for the school to which the Deputy refers is at an advanced stage of architectural planning – 
Stage 2b, which includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire Cert, Disability Access 
Cert and the preparation of Tender Documents.

The school are currently awaiting the completion of the transfer of land from a third party 
which is required for access and set-down.  Until the issue of the land transfer is finalised, the 
school and its design team cannot complete their stage 2(b) submission and the Department 
cannot provide a timescale of the progression of this project to tender and construction stages. 

21/04/2016WRF00950Schools Building Projects Status

21/04/2016WRF01000109. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
proposed building project for a school (details supplied) in County Wexford; when it will pro-
ceed to the next stage; when the tendering process will commence and be completed; when 
construction will commence; the funding she will allocate; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [7932/16]

21/04/2016WRF01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department has no record of receiving a recent application for additional accommoda-
tion from the school in question.  My Department’s last contact with the school was in 2014 
when the school indicated that it was to make a decision on whether it intended proceeding with 
an application for additional accommodation.

21/04/2016WRF01150SOLAS Training and Education Programmes Data

21/04/2016WRF01200110. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills to provide 
the figures for the number of first, second, third and fourth year apprentices registered with 
SOLAS for the following construction trades: bricklaying, carpentry-joinery, plastering and 
plumbing.  [7953/16]

21/04/2016WRF01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): This information is held by 
SOLAS who manage the apprenticeship programme.  SOLAS are compiling the information 
and will forward it to the Deputy as soon as possible.

21/04/2016WRF01350School Transport Administration

21/04/2016WRF01400111. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide the date of the agreed approach with the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport 
for charging for depreciation referred to in the reply to Parliamentary Question No. 495 of 10 
February 2015 in respect of buses owned by Bus Éireann; the date that it was agreed not to use 
the precise depreciation formula in the 1975 accounting arrangement for school transport; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [7972/16]
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21/04/2016WRF01500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
Bus Éireann has advised that the information sought will be forwarded directly to the Deputy.  

21/04/2016WRF01550School Transport Review

21/04/2016WRF01600112. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills regarding the value-
for-money review on school transport, if she will publish details of table 5.4 on page 32 and 
include current information for the years 2009 to 2015, for comparative purposes. [7976/16]

21/04/2016WRF01700113. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills regarding Bus Éireann’s 
administration costs referred to at paragraph 5.5.3 of the value-for-money review on school 
transport 2011, if she will provide, in tabular form, the sums paid to Bus Éireann for school 
transport for administration charges for the years 2001 to date in 2016; the number of children 
transported each year; the average administration charge per child for each year; and the per-
centage increase-decrease charged for administration for each year since 2001. [7977/16]

21/04/2016WRF01800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 112 and 113 together.

Bus Éireann has advised that the level of detailed information sought by the Deputy cannot 
be compiled within the required timeframe.

In this regard I have asked that the information be forwarded by Bus Éireann directly to the 
Deputy.

21/04/2016WRF01850School Curriculum

21/04/2016WRF01900114. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
teachers and schools that signed up for the new training scheme for the reformed junior cycle 
system; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7978/16]

21/04/2016WRF02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): A dedicated continuing pro-
fessional development (CPD) service for schools, Junior Cycle for Teachers (JCT), was estab-
lished by my Department in 2013 to provide effective support to schools in the context of their 
implementation of the Framework for Junior Cycle.  Support is available from JCT to all post-
primary schools, special schools and centres for education offering the Junior Cycle.

A comprehensive and long-term national programme of CPD for school leaders and teach-
ers commenced in October 2013.  CPD will be provided on a rolling basis as each new sub-
ject specification is implemented, throughout the duration of the implementation phases of the 
Framework for Junior Cycle.  All schools will also have one whole-school in-service day per 
year for each year of the roll-out.

892 schools/centres have registered with JCT since October 2013, inclusive of the special 
and non-mainstream sectors.  11,363 subject specific teachers are registered for CPD with JCT 
across all sectors.  This figure is expected to increase over the coming weeks as schools register 
their teachers of Irish, Art and Modern Foreign Languages for CPD in these subject areas.

21/04/2016WRF02050Student Grant Scheme
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21/04/2016WRF02100115. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will permit 
third level students who take up Quality and Qualifications Ireland courses through the Central 
Applications Office system to avail of Student Universal Support Ireland grants; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [7979/16]

21/04/2016WRF02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under my Department’s 
student grant scheme, eligible candidates may receive funding provided they are attending an 
approved course at an approved institution as defined in the scheme.

The definition of an approved institution is set out in Section 7 of the Student Support Act 
2011 and Regulation 3 of the Student Support Regulations 2016.

There are no plans to amend the definition of an approved institution.  However, tax relief 
on tuition fees may be available for students attending courses in institutions which are not ap-
proved for the purposes of grant support, such as private colleges.  Details in relation to this 
relief are available from the Revenue Commissioners on www.revenue.ie.

21/04/2016WRF02250School Enrolments

21/04/2016WRF02300116. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills is she will con-
firm that there are sufficient school places for entry to primary schools in the Carpenterstown 
area of Dublin 15 to meet current demographic demand; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [7980/16]

21/04/2016WRF02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department uses a Geo-
graphical Information System (GIS) to identify where the pressure for school places will arise.  
The GIS uses data from the Central Statistics Office, Ordnance Survey Ireland, the Department 
of Social Protection and information from my Department’s own databases.

The outcome of the latest demographic exercises, based on the GIS, is that on 17th Novem-
ber 2015, I announced the establishment of 13 new schools to open in 2017 and 2018 to cater 
for demographic needs.

As part of this announcement I noted that a number of areas nationwide are experiencing 
increased demographic pressures and the Department will keep the demographic data under 
ongoing review.  For the Carpenterstown, Dublin 15 school planning area, this review will take 
account of updated enrolment and child benefit data and also the impact of capacity increases 
in adjacent school planning areas.

21/04/2016WRF02450Special Educational Needs Service Provision

21/04/2016WRF02500117. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will con-
sider not proceeding with proposed changes to the way in which children with special educa-
tional needs in schools are assessed, following the conclusion of the pilot scheme; if there is 
opposition to the proposed changes; the consultation process that took place prior to the com-
mencement of the pilot scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7981/16]

21/04/2016WRF02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Deputy will be aware 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a statutory role under the Educa-
tion of Persons with Special Educational Needs Act to provide me with policy advice in relation 
to matters concerning the education of persons with special educational needs.
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The NCSE published policy advice in 2013 which identified that the current model for al-
locating resource teachers to schools is potentially inequitable and recommended the develop-
ment of a new allocation model. 

In developing its policy advice the NCSE consulted widely with education partners, repre-
sentatives from the school sector, parents, and disability representative bodies.

Although there is widespread support for the implementation of the new model over the 
course of the consultations, there was not time to address all of the issues of concern raised in 
relation to the proposed new model in time to allow for it to be implemented this year.

I therefore established a pilot of the new model, as had been suggested during consultations.  
This pilot is currently underway in 47 schools, and which will run for the duration of the current 
school year. 

This pilot has been developed in order to test the model in a number of schools and to allow 
for the practical effect of the application of the new model in pilot schools to be gauged.

It will also allow us to take into account the learning experiences of schools, principals, 
pupils and the views of parents over the course of the pilot, prior to the full implementation of 
the proposed new allocation model.

21/04/2016WRF02650Schools Building Projects Status

21/04/2016WRF02700118. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the current sta-
tus of the new community school for Maynooth, County Kildare; when construction will start 
on the school; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7985/16]

21/04/2016WRF02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The project to which the 
Deputy refers has been tendered.  An assessment of the Tender Report is at an advanced stage 
in the Department.

The project has been devolved for delivery to the Kildare and Wicklow Education Training 
Board and contact will be made with it directly with regard to the next steps in due course.

21/04/2016WRF02850Rental Accommodation Scheme Criteria

21/04/2016WRF02900119. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government his plans to alter the requirements to qualify for the rental assistance 
payment scheme (details supplied); his views on whether, with the lack of rent management, 
this scheme should be altered to accommodate more persons.  [7889/16]

21/04/2016WRF03000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) has two key objectives, namely, the elimina-
tion of dependence on the Department of Social Protection’s Rent Supplement by persons as-
sessed as being qualified for and in need of social housing support, and the enhancement of the 
position of local authorities to respond to social housing need.  RAS is a social housing support 
targeted primarily at those already in receipt of Rent Supplement for over 18 months.

The Government’s Social Housing Strategy 2020 – Support, Supply and Reform recognises 
that RAS continues to be a successful programme that has achieved considerable output levels 
to date and delivered quality housing to a large number of households.  Over the lifetime of the 
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Strategy, an additional 6,000 households are targeted to transfer from Rent Supplement to RAS.

The long term vision for Rent Supplement is the transition of households with an established 
housing need to the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP).  HAP which is being introduced in-
crementally on a pilot basis to local authority areas enables local authorities to immediately 
provide housing assistance for households who qualify for social housing support, including 
many long-term Rent Supplement recipients. 

Similar to the RAS, the HAP Scheme will facilitate the removal of a potential barrier to 
employment by allowing recipients to remain in the scheme if they gain full-time employ-
ment.  HAP commenced in September 2014 and some 8,500 households are currently being 
supported by the scheme.  HAP is now available to all qualified households in 19 local authority 
areas.  Until such time as HAP becomes operational in the remaining local authority areas, Rent 
Supplement will continue to be available to those households requiring support in meeting their 
housing needs in the rental market.

In terms of rent limits that apply in respect of Rent Supplement, I understand that the De-
partment of Social Protection undertook a review of these limits in 2015 and found that the 
impact of increasing limits at a time of constrained supply in the private rented market will 
increase costs disproportionately for the Exchequer with little or no new housing available to 
recipients.  The Department of Social Protection has instead implemented a targeted policy 
approach that allows for flexibility where landlords seek rents in excess of the limits for both 
existing customers and new applicants to the Rent Supplement scheme.  The circumstances of 
tenants are considered on a case-by-case basis and rent supplement levels are increased above 
prescribed limits, where appropriate.  In addition, the Department of Social Protection, in con-
junction with Threshold, operates a special protocol in the Dublin and Cork areas where supply 
issues are particularly acute, with plans underway to extend this to other urban and commuter 
areas.  This flexible and targeted approach assists Rent Supplement households nationwide to 
retain or acquire rented accommodation through increased rent supplement payments.

It is also worth noting that in the context of supply in the private rented market, the Equal 
Status Act 2000 has recently been amended to prohibit discrimination in the letting of resi-
dential property to people who are in receipt of Rent Supplement or Housing Assistance Pay-
ment (HAP).  Persons who feel they have been discriminated against on the housing assistance 
ground, or any other protected ground, in relation to the provision of accommodation may wish 
to contact the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission or make a complaint under the 
Equal Status Acts to the Workplace Relations Commission.

In addition, in a new measure, landlords who rent to tenants in receipt of rent supplement 
or social housing supports may avail of increased tax relief with effect from 1 January 2016.  
To qualify, landlords must undertake to make the accommodation available to qualifying ten-
ants for a minimum of three years, and the undertaking must be registered with the Residential 
Tenancies Board (RTB).  Qualifying property owners can claim 100 per cent relief on their 
mortgage interest, as an expense against rental income.

21/04/2016WRF03050Irish Water Expenditure

21/04/2016WRF03100120. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if, regarding the planned infrastructural investment by Irish Water of €4 bil-
lion over the period 2016-2021, he will provide a breakdown of the annual State expenditure 
from the €4 billion over the relevant years and the intended source of funds for the €4 billion. 
[7833/16]
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21/04/2016WRF03200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Irish Water’s capital investment in the period 2016 to 2021 will be funded by a mix of 
debt and equity (including capital transfers from Government), with the investment programme 
for the period after end 2016 being subject to future review by the Commission for Energy 
Regulation, and Government funding being subject to future budgetary decisions.  Irish Water’s 
detailed business plan for the period 2015 to 2021 is available at http://www.water.ie/docs/Irish-
Water-Business-Plan.pdf.

  Irish Water’s costs are funded through a mix of revenue from the domestic and non-domes-
tic sector, third party finance (including bank lending and capital markets facilities) and State 
support which may be in the form of both equity and subvention.  The main aspects of the Irish 
Water funding model are set out in a detailed fact sheet published on my Department’s website 
at 

http://www.environ.ie/sites/default/files/migrated-files/en/Publications/Environment/Water/
FileDownLoad%2C39557%2Cen.pdf.

The capital contribution agreed by Government for Irish Water in 2016 is €184m and this 
has already been paid to Irish Water to support its increased investment in public water services 
infrastructure.  In addition, the Government is providing €479m in operating subvention to Irish 
Water in 2016.  This subvention is in respect of the child allowance of 21,000 litres per child 
per annum, a product subsidy and the capping of domestic water charges at the rates set out in 
the Water Services Act 2014. 

Provision has also been made for the issue of a working capital loan of up to €58m in 2016 
to cover cash flow requirements arising from time lags between billing and payment.

21/04/2016WRF03250Motor Tax Rates

21/04/2016WRF03300121. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the reason a category of vehicle has a 12-month motor tax rate of €710 and other 
vehicles of similar power and emissions have a much lower rate of annual motor tax (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [7872/16]

21/04/2016WRF03400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The basis of assessment for motor tax for private vehicles may be either on the basis of 
engine capacity or carbon emissions, depending on the date of first registration of the vehicle.  
All private vehicles registered prior to 2008 are taxed on the basis of engine capacity.  Private 
vehicles of EU class M1 only, registered from 2008 onwards, are taxed on the basis of carbon 
emissions.  A privately taxed vehicle taxed with an EU classification other than M1 e.g. N1 
(typically a small jeep/van type vehicle), registered since 2008 must be taxed on the basis of 
engine capacity.

Motor tax is based on both the construction and use of a vehicle.  Under section 2 of the Fi-
nance (Excise Duties) (Vehicles) Act 1952, if a vehicle is being used in a manner which would 
attract motor tax at a higher rate of duty, tax becomes payable at a higher rate.  In other words, 
if a vehicle constructed as a goods vehicle is being used in a private capacity, it must be taxed 
at the private rate of motor tax.

Roadworthiness testing of vehicles is a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Transport, 
Tourism and Sport.  I understand that vehicle testing is based solely on the construction of a 
vehicle.  If a vehicle is constructed as a goods vehicle, it is required to be tested on an annual 
basis in order to obtain a Certificate of Vehicle Roadworthiness once the vehicle is a year old, 
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regardless of the whether the vehicle is being used in a private or a goods capacity.

21/04/2016WRF03450Local Authority Housing Mortgages

21/04/2016WRF03500122. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if mortgage protection insurance is required on all annuity loans from local 
authorities in respect of loans to purchase houses; the costs and guidelines relating to the cost of 
these insurance policies through the local authority, which can be three times more expensive 
than the equivalent mortgage protection available in the private sector; if persons who take out 
loans from local authorities have the opportunity of getting their mortgage protection insurance 
from another source as happens in the private sector; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7873/16]

21/04/2016WRF03600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The legislation requiring that mortgage protection insurance is held by mortgage holders 
is contained in the Consumer Credit Act 1995.  This legislation is the responsibility of my col-
league the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.

The local authority mortgage protection insurance (MPI) scheme is overseen by the Mort-
gage Protection Committee which is a sub-committee of the County and City Management As-
sociation (CCMA) and is representative of the CCMA, local authorities, the Housing Finance 
Agency and my Department.  One of the conditions of the scheme, which is a group policy, is 
that it is obligatory for all local authority borrowers who meet the eligibility criteria to join the 
scheme.  Altering this condition would have a negative impact on the scheme and increase the 
cost for all existing borrowers.  The current MPI premium is charged at 0.4703% of the out-
standing capital loan balance as at 1 January each year.  A local authority housing loan applicant 
who is not eligible for the local authority MPI scheme must source a suitable individual MPI 
policy from the market.

There are a number of differences between the local authority MPI scheme and standard 
MPI products available on the market.  Standard MPI products are individually priced based on 
a member’s age, amongst other factors, whereas the Local Authority MPI scheme is a group ar-
rangement offering a single group rate per €1,000 sum assured to all participants in the scheme.

Aside from the difference between an individual and a group rate, the following factors are 
the main influences on the price of the Local Authority MPI scheme:

(i)  standard mortality and morbidity factors based on population actuarial statistics;

(ii)  the local authority borrowers’ risk profile;

(iii)  the terms and conditions of the Local Authority MPI scheme and, in particular, the fact 
that all eligible local authority housing loan borrowers are accepted without medical evidence; 
and

(iv)  the claims experience of the Local Authority MPI scheme.

The Local Authority MPI scheme also provides extra benefits, such as:

-  mortgage repayments are paid if there is a valid claim as a result of disability;

 -  separate to life cover, an additional €3,000 is payable in the event of a member’s death; 
and
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 -  members are covered for death up to age 75 whereas standard MPI cover usually ceases 
at the age of 65.

The Mortgage Protection Committee which oversees the scheme endeavours to achieve a 
balance between the most economic rate to be charged for the scheme and the benefits provided.  
In negotiating a renewal of the scheme, which came into effect from 1 January 2012, the Com-
mittee were able to harness the downward pressure on pricing in the economy and secure an 
average 19% reduction on the rate which applied to the previous scheme.  As part of the upcom-
ing re-tendering process, the Committee will seek to secure with effect from 1 January 2017, 
the most appropriate Mortgage Protection Insurance cover at the best value for money for local 
authority borrowers.  

21/04/2016WRF03650Planning Issues

21/04/2016WRF03700123. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the number of planning applications invalidated by Cork County Coun-
cil western division from 1 January 2016 to 31 March 2016; and the number of instances where 
prospective invalidations were avoided because the planners contacted the applicants in time to 
allow them to remedy small defects in the planning applications without recourse to invalida-
tion as recommended in the planning guidelines. [7890/16]

21/04/2016WRF03800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Planning statistics are submitted by planning authorities on an annual basis and are sub-
sequently collated by my Department.  Such statistics include the number of invalid planning 
applications received by each planning authority but not the type of detailed information sought 
by the Deputy in the second part of the Question.  Furthermore, Cork County Council’s plan-
ning statistics relate to the entire county and are not broken down on a Divisional basis.

21/04/2016WRG00150Homeless Persons Supports

21/04/2016WRG00200124. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide a breakdown of current services available in counties Louth 
and Meath for persons who find themselves homeless; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7891/16]

21/04/2016WRG00300125. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide a breakdown of emergency accommodation available to single 
male persons who present as homeless in counties Louth and Meath; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7892/16]

21/04/2016WRG00400126. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide a breakdown of emergency accommodation available to single 
female persons who present as homeless in counties Louth and Meath; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7893/16]

21/04/2016WRG00500127. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide a breakdown of emergency accommodation available to a couple 
or one-parent families with one child who present as homeless in counties Louth and Meath; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7894/16]

21/04/2016WRG00600128. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
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Government if he will provide a breakdown of emergency accommodation available to couples 
or one-parent families with one or more children who present as homeless in counties Louth 
and Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7895/16]

21/04/2016WRG00700130. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the criteria that Louth and Meath county councils use in deciding on the hotels 
or bed and breakfasts to be used for emergency accommodation in the Louth-east Meath area.  
[7897/16]

21/04/2016WRG00800141. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide details of accommodation utilised for emergency accommoda-
tion purposes in counties Louth and Meath, including hotels and bed and breakfasts that are in 
regular use by both county councils, as well as those in occasional use; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7945/16]

21/04/2016WRG00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 124 to 128, inclusive, and 130 and 141 together.

My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national 
framework of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in ad-
dressing homelessness at local level.  In accordance with section 37 (2) of the Housing (Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Act 2009, statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of homeless 
services, including accommodation, rests with individual housing authorities.  My Department, 
therefore, has no function in relation to the issues raised in the Questions, which are a matter for 
the relevant housing authorities, in this case Louth County Council and Meath County Council.

21/04/2016WRG00950Homeless Accommodation Funding

21/04/2016WRG01000129. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide a breakdown of funding allocated to Louth and Meath County 
Councils for provision of emergency accommodation for the years 2010 to 2016, in tabular 
form; the details of the portion of allocated funds that were drawn down; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7896/16]

21/04/2016WRG01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department does not fund any homeless service directly but provides funding to hous-
ing authorities towards the operational costs of homeless accommodation and related services 
under Section 10 of the Housing Act 1988. Under Section 10 funding arrangements, housing 
authorities must provide at least 10% of the cost of such services from their own resources.  
Furthermore, housing authorities may also incur additional expenditure on homeless related 
services outside of the Section 10 funding arrangements.  Therefore, the exact amounts spent 
by housing authorities on homeless services are a matter for those authorities. 

Exchequer funding is provided through my Department to housing authorities on a region-
al basis; Louth County Council is included in the North-East Region along with Cavan and 
Monaghan while Meath County Council is included in the Mid-East Region along with Kildare 
and Wicklow.  An annual breakdown of total Exchequer funding recouped to both these regions, 
in respect of all homeless related expenditure, for the years 2010 to 2015 is set out in the table.

Exchequer Funding Provided under Section 10 of the Housing Act 1988
 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
Mid-East €906,842 €697,665 €839,146 €811,275 €928,489 €1,716,245 
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North-East €1,037,617 €912,250 €910,194 €879,963 €879,963 €996,849 
While the 2016 allocations are currently being finalised, the funding needs of the various 

regions are kept under review on an on-going basis, taking account of known and emerging 
costs of services, and my Department has provided reassurance to all housing authorities in this 
regard.

Question No. 130 answered with Question No. 124.

21/04/2016WRG01250Homeless Accommodation Provision

21/04/2016WRG01300131. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the cost of the provision of emergency accommodation in counties Louth and 
Meath for the years 2010 to 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7898/16]

21/04/2016WRG01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department does not fund any homeless service directly but provides funding to hous-
ing authorities towards the operational costs of homeless accommodation and related services 
under Section 10 of the Housing Act 1988. Under Section 10 funding arrangements, housing 
authorities must provide at least 10% of the cost of such services from their own resources.  
Furthermore, housing authorities may also incur additional expenditure on homeless related 
services outside of the Section 10 funding arrangements.  Therefore, the exact amounts spent by 
housing authorities on homeless services, and different categories of service such as emergency 
accommodation, are a matter for the relevant authorities, in this case Louth County Council and 
Meath County Council.

21/04/2016WRG01450Homeless Persons Data

21/04/2016WRG01500132. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide a breakdown of persons who have presented as homeless in 
counties Louth and Meath for the years 2010 to 2016, in tabular form; if he will further provide 
a breakdown in terms of single males, single females; couples or one-parent families with one 
child and couples or one-parent families with one or more children. [7899/16]

21/04/2016WRG01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Traditionally, data on the number of homeless households were not quantified nationally 
on an ongoing basis.  Some data on homelessness are available through Housing Needs Assess-
ment reports; these reports, which were generally carried out every three years, analysed cate-
gories of housing need, including in respect of homelessness, but only where an application had 
been made to a housing authority.  Accordingly, details with regard to a breakdown of homeless 
presentations for counties Louth and Meath for the years 2010 to 2016 are not available in my 
Department but may be sought from the relevant housing authorities.

The Pathway Accommodation and Support System (PASS) was implemented nationally in 
2014 as a national information and management system for homeless services that are overseen 
by housing authorities.  My Department collects PASS data from lead housing authorities and 
reports are published on my Department’s website as soon as they are available at: http://www.
environ.ie/housing/homelessness/other/homelessness-data.

21/04/2016WRG01650Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists
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21/04/2016WRG01700133. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the average waiting time for an allocation of social housing in respect of a single 
applicant for counties Louth and Meath for the years 2010 to 2015 and to date in 2016; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7935/16]

21/04/2016WRG01800134. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the longest waiting time for an allocation of social housing in respect of a single 
applicant for counties Louth and Meath for the years 2010 to 2015 and to date in 2016; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7936/16]

21/04/2016WRG01900135. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the average waiting time for an allocation of social housing in respect of a couple 
or one-parent family with one child for counties Louth and Meath, for the years 2010 to 2015 
and to date in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7937/16]

21/04/2016WRG02000136. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the longest waiting time for an allocation of social housing in respect of a couple 
or one-parent family with one child for counties Louth and Meath, for the years 2010 to 2015 
and to date in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7938/16]

21/04/2016WRG02100137. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the average waiting time for an allocation of social housing in respect of a couple 
or one-parent family with one or more children for counties Louth and Meath, for the years 
2010 to 2015 and to date in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7939/16]

21/04/2016WRG02200138. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the longest waiting time for an allocation of social housing in respect of a couple 
or one-parent family with one or more children for counties Louth and Meath, for the years 
2010 to 2015 and to date in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7940/16]

21/04/2016WRG02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 133 to 138, inclusive, together.

The oversight and management of housing waiting lists, including the allocation and trans-
fer of tenancies, is a matter for the relevant housing authority in accordance with the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and associated regulations.  My Department does not 
collate the detailed data sought on an ongoing basis.  The numbers and household breakdown 
on housing waiting lists in individual local authorities are subject to on-going fluctuation as 
households are allocated housing and new households are added to the list.

The results of the statutory assessments of housing need carried out as at 31 March 2011 
and 7 May 2013 provide details on the number of households on waiting lists in each housing 
authority area on these dates, including the length of time spent by households on each housing 
authority list.

The 2011 and 2013 results are available on my Department’s website at the following links: 
2011 Housing Needs Assessment (Table A6 refers):

ht tp: / /www.environ. ie /en/Publ icat ions/DevelopmentandHousing/Housing/
FileDownLoad,27864,en.pdf.

2013 Summary of Social Housing Assessments (Table A2.8 refers): http://www.environ.ie/
en/Publications/DevelopmentandHousing/Housing/FileDownLoad,34857,en.pdf.

The 2013 figures are the most up-to-date figures available on waiting list numbers.  Further 
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summaries of social housing assessments will be carried out on an annual basis from this year 
forward and will provide up-to-date and comprehensive data on the numbers of households 
qualified for social housing support on an on-going basis.

21/04/2016WRG02350Local Authority Funding

21/04/2016WRG02400139. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the amounts allocated to Louth and Meath County Councils for local authority 
housing repairs, retrofitting and returning vacant units to use in the years 2010 to 2015 and to 
date in 2016, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7941/16]

21/04/2016WRG02500140. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the amount of funding drawn down by Louth and Meath County Councils for local 
authority housing repairs, retrofitting and returning vacant units to use in the years 2010 to 2015 
and to date in 2016, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7942/16]

21/04/2016WRG02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 139 and 140 together.

The management and maintenance of local authority housing stock, including the carrying 
out of pre-letting repairs and returning vacant units to productive use, is a matter for each lo-
cal authority, is carried out under their ongoing maintenance programmes and is not ordinarily 
directly funded by my Department.

My Department does provide funding via a number of specific programmes to support lo-
cal authorities in improving the quality of their social housing stock and in relation to vacant 
social units, the need to address a build-up of such units was recognised by way of a targeted 
programme of funding support introduced in 2014; prior to this, some funding towards the re-
mediation of vacant units was available under the Department’s Energy Efficiency Programme 
up to 2012.

The funding in relation to vacant units is provided to compliment the efforts that local au-
thorities make from within their own resources and has seen some 5,000 such housing units 
remediated at a cost of almost €60 million in 2014 and 2015.  Other programmes that have 
supported local authorities in repairing and retrofitting their social housing stock in the years 
concerned have included the Remedial Works Programme and the Energy Efficiency/Retrofit-
ting Programme, which commenced in 2013.

Allocations and funding received by Louth and Meath County Councils for the years 2010 
to 2015 in respect of returning vacant units to use, the Remedial Works Programme and the 
Energy Efficiency/Retrofitting Programme, are set out in the following tables.

Louth County Council   

Energy Ef-
ficiency

Remedial 
Works

Vacant 
Units

Year Allocation Outturn Allocation Outturn Allocation Outturn
2010 €565,000* €418,684 €275,000 €0 N/A N/A
2011 €880,000* €171,209 €450,459 €202,613 N/A N/A 
2012 €440,000 €409,128 €700,000 €132,948 N/A N/A 
2013 €538,384 €182,866 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
2014 €425,095 €636,718 N/A N/A €256,000 €113,620 
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Energy Ef-
ficiency

Remedial 
Works

Vacant 
Units

Year Allocation Outturn Allocation Outturn Allocation Outturn
2015 €908,256 €879,880 N/A N/A €225,615 €292,279 

Meath County Council

Energy Ef-
ficiency

Remedial 
Works

Vacant 
Units 

Year Allocation Outturn Allocation Outturn Allocation Outturn 
2010 €700,000* €124,902 €2,500,000 €1,336,513 N/A N/A 
2011 €470,000 €502,499 €1,707,019 €1,555,922 N/A N/A 
2012 €260,070 €519,410 €5,000,000 €5,027,538 N/A N/A 
2013 €466,198 €642,557 €132,609 €139,503 N/A N/A 
2014 €848,924 €676,837 N/A N/A €1,120,000 €1,037,501 
2015 €760,453 €1,079,905 N/A N/A €755,000 €855,565 
* The allocations for the Energy Efficiency Programme up to 2012 included support to-

wards dealing with vacant units.   

Question No. 141 answered with Question No. 124.

21/04/2016WRG02750Community Care Provision

21/04/2016WRG02800142. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government why there has been no funding approval for the community centre facility part 
of the Drumillard housing project being built by the Castleblayney Care Housing Association, 
County Monaghan; if he is aware that the delay in approving funding for the facility has meant 
that eight persons cannot move into the recently constructed group home facility; to make a 
commitment to fast-tracking approval for the facility before planning permission expires on the 
project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7948/16]

21/04/2016WRG02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department is providing €2.3 million through the Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS) 
to Monaghan County Council for the construction by Castleblayney Care Housing Association 
of 18 units of accommodation at Drumilliard, Castleblayney, County Monaghan, to cater for 
persons with disabilities.  I understand that this project is largely complete and 10 of the 18 units 
have tenants allocated to them.

A second application has been submitted by the Council for the provision of an additional 
two units of accommodation on this site, along with a communal facility, by the same approved 
housing body.  A decision on funding for this second proposal will be made following the full 
completion of the first project, to include the submission of the final account, a post-project 
review and confirmation from Monaghan County Council that all units provided under the first 
project are fully tenanted.

My Department has not been made aware that the tenanting of the remaining eight units 
under the largely complete project is contingent of the construction of a communal facility on 
the site and that was not part of the project application.  More broadly, the provision of commu-
nal facilities on a CAS-funded housing scheme is, in general, to improve the occupants’ living 
conditions and is not intended to be used as a care support facility.  Therefore, this should have 
little or no effect on the occupancy or tenanting of the units.  I would strongly encourage the 
tenanting of the remaining eight units as a matter of urgency, to ensure that persons who are in 
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most need can avail of this newly developed facility.

21/04/2016WRH00150Waste Disposal

21/04/2016WRH00200143. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he is aware that a company (details supplied) is demanding that customers pay 
upfront for collection of wheelie bins tagged with electronic tags, despite not having made 
available to customers or the public the fee structure pertaining to the collection of electroni-
cally tagged bins, and whether such a demand is legal. [7990/16]

21/04/2016WRH00300144. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he is satisfied that a company (details supplied) gave sufficient advance notice 
to customers that bins tagged with paper tags would no longer be lifted after a certain date and 
that only bins whose electronic tags had been topped up to a minimum of €25 would be col-
lected. [7991/16]

21/04/2016WRH00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 143 and 144 together.

The charges applied by waste management companies are a matter between those compa-
nies and their customers, subject to compliance with all applicable environmental and other 
relevant legislation, including contract and consumer legislation.

21/04/2016WRH00450Broadband Service Provision

21/04/2016WRH00500145. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he is aware that there is no fibre broadband available to the Kilcannon Business 
Park, Old Dublin Road, Enniscorthy, County Wexford, where a number of local high tech com-
panies are located and which is threatening the viability of these businesses; the provisions he 
is making to provide fibre broadband to this specific area; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7923/16]

21/04/2016WRH00600146. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the provisions he is making to provide fibre broadband to the Ballymurn area of En-
niscorthy, County Wexford, an area which is growing rapidly in population; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7924/16]

21/04/2016WRH00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 145 and 146 together. 

The Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure that every citizen and 
business, regardless of location, has access to a high quality, high speed broadband service.  
This is being achieved through a combination of commercial investments and a State led inter-
vention in areas where commercial services will not be provided. 

The commercial telecommunications sector has invested over €2 billion in network up-
grades and enhanced services in the last four years, and is continuing to invest.  These very 
significant investments represent a step change in the quality of broadband services available. 

On 22 December 2015, I formally launched the procurement process for the State interven-
tion to provide high quality, high speed broadband to all premises in Ireland that may not be 
served through commercial investment. 
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The formal procurement process commenced with the publication of the Pre-qualification 
Questionnaire and Project Information Memorandum.  Five responses were received from pro-
spective bidders to this stage of the competitive procurement process by the deadline of 31 
March.  The responses are now being assessed in line with criteria set down by the Depart-
ment with a view to selecting qualified provider(s) to proceed to the next stage of the procure-
ment.  This second stage in the process will be a formal Invitation to Participate in Dialogue 
(ITPD) to shortlisted  bidders.

The 2020 map is available at www.broadband.gov.ie.  The map shows Ireland with two co-
lours, BLUE and AMBER.  The areas marked BLUE represent those areas where commercial 
providers are either currently delivering or have plans to deliver high speed broadband services.  
The areas marked AMBER represent the target areas for the proposed State intervention.

Based on information provided by commercial operators 78% of the townlands of Kil-
cannon, 88% of the townland of  Ballymurn Upper and 98% of the townland of Ballymurn 
Lower in Co. Wexford will be covered by commercial operators.  The remaining 22% of the 
townland of Kilcannon, 12% of the townland of Ballymurn Upper and 2% of the townland of 
Ballymurn Lower will be part of the State intervention.  Members of the public can see whether 
their individual premise is in the BLUE or AMBER area by inserting their Eircode, and/or ad-
dress, or scrolling through the map. 

The intention is to build out the network in the AMBER area as quickly as possible.  The 
procurement process is underway and it is proposed to engage with the winning bidder(s) in 
due course on the optimum rollout strategy, and on the sequencing of the network deployment 
to maximise efficiencies during network build, having regard to business and consumer needs, 
and to areas of particularly poor service and areas of strong demand.  All these factors will need 
to be balanced against the most efficient network rollout and will be agreed during the procure-
ment process. 

Engagement with industry stakeholders as part of the pre-procurement consultations has 
indicated that the rollout in the Amber area could be achieved within 3-5 years of the contract 
award.  In this context, the NBP proposes that through the combination of commercial invest-
ment and State intervention, 85% of all premises in Ireland (both commercial and intervention 
area) will have access to high speed broadband within two years of the contract award, with 
100% of premises connected within 5 years.

21/04/2016WRH00750Road Projects Status

21/04/2016WRH00800147. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the status of the proposed bypasses for Macroom and Ballyvourney, County Cork, to ensure 
proper access between counties Cork and Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[7845/16]

21/04/2016WRH00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):   As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII, formerly known as the National 
Roads Authority) under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the local authorities 
concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is 
a matter in the first instance for TII in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

At present TII is assessing how best to progress national projects included in the 7 year 
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transport element of the Capital Plan, including the upgrade of the N22 between Ballyvourney 
and Macroom, taking into account annual budget allocations.  The timeframe for progressing 
individual projects will be decided once that process is completed.  In the interim I understand 
TII has allocated a total of €3.8m to the Ballyvourney to Macroom scheme in 2016 which will 
facilitate land acquisition for the project.

21/04/2016WRH00950Road Safety

21/04/2016WRH01000148. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on a matter (details supplied) regarding road safety; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7837/16]

21/04/2016WRH01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  The issuing of 
road safety and personal protection equipment, safety vests and other high visibility items and 
promotional campaigns and promotional material relating to the use of same is a matter for the 
Road Safety Authority.  Therefore, I have referred the Deputy’s questions to the Road Safety 
Authority for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 
10 working days.

21/04/2016WRH01150Air Navigation Orders

21/04/2016WRH01200149. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 853 of 14 April 2016, if he will provide a breakdown by country 
of origin of the 57 refusals of munitions exemptions requests and the reason for these refusals. 
[7839/16]

21/04/2016WRH01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  In the reply to 
Question Number 853 of 14 April 2016, it was stated that 869 requests were made in 2015 to 
carry munitions through Irish airspace and that 812 permits were issued in 2015.

Of the 57 applications for which permits were not issued in 2015, 38 applications were re-
fused; 11 applications were withdrawn or cancelled; and 8 permits were issued in year 2016 in 
respect of applications made in 2015.

In respect of the 38 refusals, the airlines concerned were from the following countries: USA 
(32), UK (3), Germany (2), and Russia (1).  All the refusals were based on advice from the De-
partment of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

21/04/2016WRH01350Road Improvement Schemes

21/04/2016WRH01400150. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 835 of 14 April 2016, if he will identify any schemes or options 
for funding available within his Department, apart from the local improvement scheme, to com-
mence urgently needed repair works at a location (details supplied) in County Carlow; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7842/16]

21/04/2016WRH01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  As I outlined in 
my reply to PQ 6630/16 of 14 April 2016, the improvement and maintenance of regional and lo-
cal roads is the statutory responsibility of the local authority, in accordance with the provisions 
of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works on those roads are funded from the Council’s own 
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resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of works 
to be funded is also a matter for the Council.

As regards works on a private road there is a mechanism, subject to conditions, under the 
Discretionary Grant programme for local authorities to use some grant funding for such LIS 
works.  Any decision to do so rests with the local authority and no other funding is available for 
such works from this Department.

21/04/2016WRH01550Road Improvement Schemes

21/04/2016WRH01600151. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
funding will be provided by his Department to Carlow County Council for the local improve-
ment scheme; when the scheme will open for applications for 2016; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7843/16]

21/04/2016WRH01700152. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
funding will be provided by his Department to Kilkenny County Council for the local improve-
ment scheme; when the scheme will open for applications for 2016; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7844/16]

21/04/2016WRH01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 151 and 152 together.

As I outlined to the Deputy in my reply to PQ 6630/16 of 14 April 2016, the Local Improve-
ment Scheme (LIS) provides funding for road and laneways that Councils have not taken in 
charge, that is, private roads and laneways.  The maintenance and improvement of these roads 
is, in the first instance, a matter for the relevant landowner. 

On 26 January 2016, I announced the 2016 regional and local road allocations for all local 
authorities Including Carlow and Kilkenny County Councils.  Local authorities were informed 
(through Circular RW 1/2016) that the Local Improvement Scheme (LIS) remains in place for 
2016 however there is no separate allocation available towards this grant category.  Instead lo-
cal authorities may use up to 15% of their initial Discretionary Grant for LIS should they wish 
to do so. 

As the Local Improvement Scheme is managed locally, it is a matter for the local authority 
to prioritise works according to resources.

21/04/2016WRH01850Airport Development Projects

21/04/2016WRH01900153. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
viewing area and facility that will be retained as part of the newly proposed runway system at 
Dublin Airport; if this area and facility will be available as part of the runway; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7854/16]

21/04/2016WRH02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): daa has statu-
tory responsibility to manage, operate and develop Dublin Airport and the matter raised by the 
Deputy at Dublin Airport is an operational matter for daa.

Accordingly, I have forwarded the question to daa for direct reply.  Please advise my private 
office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.
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21/04/2016WRH02050Traffic Management

21/04/2016WRH02100154. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 583 of 22 March 2016, if the recent announcement by 
Dublin City Council to pedestrianise large sections of the city centre at College Green has 
changed his point of view regarding limousines and their use of bus lanes; if he would be will-
ing to meet representatives of the National Chauffeur Drivers Association to discuss the impact 
of effectively making large sections of the city centre inaccessible to their industry. [7875/16]

21/04/2016WRH02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  The position 
as set out in previous replies still stands.  The argument against allowing limousines - or other 
categories of vehicles - into bus lanes is overwhelming, as I and my predecessors have been 
saying for many years.  Plans for pedestrianisation in Dublin or elsewhere do not change the po-
sition.  Given this, a meeting with the National Chauffeur Drivers Association is not considered 
necessary.  The Association may wish to raise its concerns in relation to the plans announced by 
Dublin City Council with the Council.

21/04/2016WRH02250Military Aircraft

21/04/2016WRH02300155. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if any United 
States military drones that are overflying any jurisdiction anywhere in the world are controlled 
or operated via any location here; if any permits for such activity have been sought or issued; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7883/16]

21/04/2016WRH02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have no statu-
tory function in relation to military aircraft or military unmanned aircraft.

21/04/2016WRH02450Sports Capital Programme Applications

21/04/2016WRH02500156. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding an application for a sports grant by a club (details supplied) in Dublin 3; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [7934/16]

21/04/2016WRH02600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring):  There are no outstanding allocations for this club and no application was received from 
it in 2015.

No decision has been made on the timing of any future rounds of the Sports Capital Pro-
gramme.  Any future rounds of the Programme will be advertised in the national press.  Any 
interested group should register now on www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie as this will be the only 
way to apply under any future rounds of the Programme.

21/04/2016WRH02650Rural Transport Programme Data

21/04/2016WRH02700157. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will provide details of transport services that will be provided under the rural transport pro-
gramme in tabular form, by county, from 2010 to date in 2016; the names of companies or enti-
ties in receipt of funding; whether they are privately owned or otherwise; the amount received 
from the Exchequer for rural community transport provision for each of the entities.; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [7946/16]

21/04/2016WRH02800159. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he has carried out any independent professional evaluations from experts, to an internationally 
recognised standard, to assess whether funding to entities from the Exchequer under the rural 
transport programmes will impact on private operators in terms of distorting the transport mar-
ket for those persons who do not receive such funding; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7969/16]

21/04/2016WRH02900160. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
has received legal advice as to whether the economic benefit granted to entities under the rural 
transport programme is a state aid; if state aid procedures have been complied with; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7970/16]

21/04/2016WRH03000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Ann 
Phelan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 157, 159 and 160 together.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) is responsible for the management of the Rural 
Transport Programme funded by my Department.

I have referred the Deputy’s questions to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private 
office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

21/04/2016WRH03050Rail Services

21/04/2016WRH03100158. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport to 
discuss with Dublin Area Rapid Transit services how wheelchair users can be facilitated better 
so that there is someone available to put the ramp in place when a wheelchair user has made a 
booking.  [7956/16]

21/04/2016WRH03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  The issue raised 
is a matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for 
direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten work-
ing days.

  Questions Nos. 159 and 160 answered with Question No. 157.

21/04/2016WRH03350Wildlife Conservation

21/04/2016WRH03400161. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
co-ordinates of all reported sightings of the corncrake on Inis Meáin Island, County Donegal, 
over the past five years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7879/16]

21/04/2016WRH03500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My De-
partment will forward the details of located corncrakes by letter to the Deputy in the coming 
days.

21/04/2016WRH03550Special Protection Areas Designation

21/04/2016WRH03600162. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht to 
provide maps of the areas which it is planned will be designated as an area of conservation as 
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part of the Falcarragh-Meenlaragh special protection area; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [7880/16]

21/04/2016WRH03700163. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht re-
garding the Falcarragh-Meenlaragh special protection area, the reason a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal has not yet received an information pack pertaining to the designa-
tion; if arrangements will now be made to have this person furnished with these documents; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [7881/16]

21/04/2016WRH03800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 162 and 163 together. 

The intention to designate the Falcarragh to Meenlaragh special protection area was ad-
vertised in July 2011.  Notifications, including maps and other information, were sent to those 
identified as having an interest in the land at that time.  In addition, notices of the intention to 
designate the site were published to further raise awareness. 

Maps and other information in relation to the site may be requested from the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service of my Department and boundaries may also be viewed online at www.
npws.ie.

My Department is not aware of any request for an information pack in relation to the Fal-
carragh to Meenlaragh special protection area from the individual referred to in the Deputy’s 
Question.  However, such a pack is now being issued to him.

I understand that this individual has appealed to the Designated Areas Appeals Advisory 
Board in relation to the proposed designation of a different site as a special protection area.  Any 
matter relevant to that process should be referred directly to the Board.


