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17/12/2015WRA00050Questions Nos. 1 to 10, inclusive, answered orally.

17/12/2015WRA00300EU Issues

17/12/2015WRA0040011. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his as-
sessment of the impact on Ireland if Britain leaves the European Union; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45037/15]

17/12/2015WRA00500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have partially ad-
dressed this subject in my reply to Question No. 10.

As independent studies have shown, a UK withdrawal from the EU would have negative 
implications for Ireland.  There is, at this stage, little doubt about that. Determining the full 
impact of such a complex scenario is, however, extremely difficult, especially given that much 
would depend on the exact terms of a future UK relationship with the EU.

Nevertheless, we are working across Government to improve our understanding of the vari-
ous issues that might arise for Ireland in the event of a fundamental change in the EU-UK re-
lationship.  The Department of the Taoiseach has a leading role in this process and my Depart-
ment is heavily involved, including through our Embassy in London, our Consulate General in 
Edinburgh and our offices in Northern Ireland.  Other Departments are also playing their part.

One obvious area that could be significantly affected is the performance of our economy.  A 
study by the Economic and Social Research Institute, which was commissioned by the Depart-
ment of Finance, was very clear on this point.  That study also highlighted other challenges that 
might arise, including in terms of migration and in the energy sector.

It is also the Government’s view that a UK departure from the Union could be damaging for 
Northern Ireland in particular.  That is because the EU has been a force for good for everyone 
in the North, whether through supporting the peace process or by helping to create jobs and 
employment.  I recently spoke at a seminar in Queen’s University Belfast in which I elaborated 
on those points and explained why I believed continued EU membership is in the interests of 
the people there.

The Government fully recognises that we must be prepared for any scenario, including the 
possibility that the UK may ultimately opt to leave the EU.  However, our priority is doing all 
we can to ensure the UK remains in the Union in the first place.  We will continue to work to-
wards that goal, especially as we enter a crucial period of EU negotiations on a potential pack-
age of reforms acceptable to the UK and all EU Member States.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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17/12/2015WRA00600Human Rights Issues

17/12/2015WRA0070012. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade to report on 
the European Union-Turkey migration agreement; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [45306/15]

17/12/2015WRA00800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): On 29 November, 
the Taoiseach attended an EU heads of state or government meeting with Turkey, at which it 
was agreed to activate the EU-Turkey Joint Action Plan aimed at managing the current refugee 
and migrant crisis, as well as several further shared commitments and actions.

The Joint Action Plan contains short- and medium-term measures to be undertaken by the 
European Union and Turkey.  These measures will assist Turkey in providing for the refugees 
on its territory and to prevent uncontrolled migratory flows from Turkey to the EU.  As part of 
this, the EU has agreed to provide a financial package worth an additional €3 billion, with the 
establishment of a ‘Refugee Facility for Turkey’ to coordinate and streamline actions financed 
by this package.

The Joint Action Plan includes, in particular, action on the visa liberalisation dialogue, the 
EU-Turkey readmission agreement, as well as, more generally, Turkey’s EU accession process.

Turkey, for its part, has committed to implement immediately actions to stem the flow of 
irregular refugees and migrants to the EU and to improve the situation of refugees and migrants 
under temporary protection in Turkey.

In addition, the EU has agreed to re-energise Turkey’s accession process, and I welcome the 
opening of Chapter 17 of the acquis communautaire, covering economic and monetary policies, 
on 14 December.  This paves the way to explore positively the opening of other Chapters of the 
process.

Turkey and the EU also agreed to explore further the great potential of EU-Turkey relations 
and to maintain regular and enhanced dialogue through more frequent summits and high-level 
political meetings.  Most recently, the Turkish Foreign Minister, Mevlüt Çavuþoðlu, partici-
pated in a working lunch with EU Foreign Ministers, which I attended, at the Foreign Affairs 
Council on 14 December, where we had a productive discussion on international issues, includ-
ing Syria.

Ireland strongly supports the recent intensified engagement between the EU and Turkey, 
including the outcome of the meeting of EU Heads of State or Government with Turkey on 29 
November.  I welcome, in particular, the agreement to implement the EU-Turkey Joint Action 
Plan.  The relationship between the EU and Turkey is important in the context of the migration 
crisis and because of Turkey’s status as an EU candidate country.

The EU’s engagement with Turkey in no way changes the core requirements of all candidate 
countries to achieve the benchmarks and criteria for membership of the EU.  The Commission’s 
most recent report on Turkey, published on 10 November highlighted concerns in several fun-
damental areas including in the rule of law and human rights.  The EU and Member States will 
continue our dialogue with Turkey in relation on these and other issues of concern in relation to 
the internal situation in Turkey.

17/12/2015WRA00900Human Rights Issues

17/12/2015WRA0100013. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he is aware of 
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the violence in Burundi which erupted in April 2015 when President Pierre Nkurunziza decided 
to seek a third term; if he is aware that the United Nations states that at least 240 persons have 
been killed since then and there have been widespread reports of serious human rights viola-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45391/15]

17/12/2015WRA01100Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Sean Sher-
lock): I am deeply concerned about the ongoing violence and human rights violations in Bu-
rundi.

The decision of the President to seek a third term in office prompted widespread public pro-
test and an attempted coup in May 2015.  The Burundian Government responded with extreme-
ly repressive measures, including extra-judicial killings, arbitrary detentions, and restrictions 
on freedom of expression.  Among those killed have been prominent members of the opposition 
and human rights activists. 230,000 people have fled to neighbouring countries.

In an escalation of the violence, it is reported that 87 people were killed following attacks on 
three military bases in the capital, Bujumbura, last week.  Some of the victims appear to have 
been shot in reprisals carried out by the security forces.

While Uganda has been leading mediation efforts on behalf of the East African Community, 
the process of agreeing inclusive talks amongst the stakeholders has made little progress, with 
daily killings still reported in the capital, Bujumbura.

Ireland has joined the international community in strongly condemning the ongoing vio-
lence, and urging all involved to commence inclusive dialogue immediately.  EU Foreign Min-
isters adopted Council Conclusions on the crisis, and the EU has imposed sanctions on certain 
individuals in Burundi.  A UN Security Council Resolution, adopted in November, condemns 
the extra-judicial killings and arbitrary detentions, and urges the Government to engage fully in 
the mediation process.

Ireland has supported a number of civil society organisations in Burundi through our over-
seas aid programme, Irish Aid.  We are also providing emergency assistance to Burundian 
refugees in neighbouring countries.  I am keeping the situation under review in the light of 
developments.

17/12/2015WRA01200Student Visas Administration

17/12/2015WRA0130014. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will 
provide an update regarding changes made to the J1 visa programme. [45036/15]

17/12/2015WRA01400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The US J1 Summer 
Work and Travel programme has been a tremendously successful part of the Irish-US bilateral 
relationship for almost 50 years, with 150,000 Irish third level students having experienced the 
US through the programme over that time.

The independent US sponsoring bodies managing the great majority of Irish J1 participants 
have introduced a requirement for citizens of Visa Waiver Programme (VWP) countries, such 
as Ireland, the UK, France and the Czech Republic to have a job pre-arranged for the summer 
2016 programme.

In light of these changes I would strongly urge prospective Irish J1 students to engage with 
the J1 programme as early as possible, to enable them to understand and meet the application 
requirements, so that they can have a rewarding J1 experience in summer 2016.
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We will remain in close contact with the US State Department, the US Embassy and with all 
relevant agencies and bodies as preparations continue for the summer 2016 programme.

17/12/2015WRA01500Syrian Conflict

17/12/2015WRA0160015. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views on the 
war in Syria; and the discussions he or his departmental officials have had with other Govern-
ments on the war and the military intervention by the various international powers and whether 
the Irish Government is supporting these military interventions. [45312/15]

17/12/2015WRA01700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Ending the conflict 
in Syria, which has imposed enormous burdens on neighbouring States, is critical to the stabil-
ity of the Middle East region, the security and safety of the Syrian people and their neighbours.

The conflict has, effectively, been the key global foreign policy issue for Ireland, the EU and 
the UN for the past four years.  As such, I have discussed the Syrian crisis at almost every meet-
ing with Ireland’s international partners, bilaterally and multilaterally, since becoming Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and Trade.  These contacts are too numerous to listed here.

Ireland strongly endorses the efforts of the United Nations to renew peace negotiations 
based on the 2012 Geneva communique principles, in particular the ending of violence, the for-
mation of a transitional governing body with full executive powers and a constitutional reform 
process which would protect Syria’s multi-ethnic and multi-sectarian character.

I welcome the announcements of 30 October and 14 November by the International Syria 
Support Group in Vienna, which includes the European Union and a number of EU Member 
States, on the launching of negotiations, the holding of elections, working for a nationwide 
ceasefire and supporting unimpeded humanitarian access across Syria.

I reiterated our concerns on the threat posed to international peace and security by the Syr-
ian conflict and the threat of terrorism at meetings with our partners in EU, in my address to the 
UN General Assembly and to UN Secretary General Ban Ki Moon and at the September 2015 
Summit on Countering Violent Extremism.

Security Council resolution 2249 calls upon UN Member States to take all necessary mea-
sure to prevent and suppress terrorist acts by D and Al-Nusra Front (an Al-Qaeda affiliate) in 
territory under Da’esh control within Syria and Iraq and to eradicate the safe haven they have 
established inside Syria and Iraq.  Any action undertaken under this resolution must be in com-
pliance with international law, in particular the UN Charter, as well as international human 
rights, refugee, and humanitarian law.

Ireland is not and will not be participating in any international military action to combat 
Da’esh and is not holding discussions with other States on their military actions in Syria.

17/12/2015WRA01800Egyptian Conflict

17/12/2015WRA0190016. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will 
provide an update on the situation regarding a person (details supplied) held in an Egyptian 
prison; if he has made representations to officials in Egypt in view of this person’s hunger 
strike; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45386/15]

17/12/2015WRA02000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As has been previ-



Questions - Written Answers

190

ously stated to this House, my Department has two clear objectives in this case: first, to see this 
citizen released by the Egyptian authorities so that he can return to his family and his studies 
in Ireland and, second, to provide consular support for his welfare while he remains in deten-
tion.  In furtherance of those clear objectives, our Embassy in Cairo has paid numerous consular 
visits to the citizen in detention, and has attended all trial hearings so far.  Such a high level of 
consular visitation is an important practical tool in our approach, and it means that the Embassy 
is well-placed to raise any concerns with the Egyptian authorities.  Indeed, numerous effective 
interventions have already been made on this citizen’s behalf by the Embassy and by this Gov-
ernment.

The most recent hearing of this citizen’s case occurred on Tuesday 15 December.  At this 
hearing the presiding Judge declared that there would be a further adjournment until Saturday 
19 December, due to the non-appearance of one defendant.  At this hearing the Government 
was represented by our Ambassador to Egypt, who spoke directly with members of the citizen’s 
family, and with his Egyptian legal representation regarding aspects of his welfare.  Embassy 
officials intend to make another visit to the citizen in the near future as part of its overall strat-
egy to care for his welfare while he remains in detention.

I am aware that this citizen has indicated that he embarked upon a hunger strike as of 21 
October.  We advised him against this course of action in the strongest possible terms during the 
consular visit of 23 November, and I appeal for all those in positions of influence to do likewise.  
The Government remains in close contact with the Egyptian authorities regarding this citizen 
and they are in no doubt as to our interest in his welfare.

17/12/2015WRA02100Military Aircraft Landings

17/12/2015WRA0220017. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade in 
view of the escalation of conflict and military action in Syria, if he will now reconsider allow-
ing the use of Shannon Airport by the United States military; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41200/15]

17/12/2015WRA02300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Permission may be 
granted to foreign military aircraft, including US military aircraft, to land at Irish airports on 
the strict condition that they must be unarmed, carry no arms, ammunition or explosives and 
must not engage in intelligence gathering, and that the flights in question must not form part of 
military exercises or operations.  Successive Governments have made landing facilities avail-
able at Shannon Airport to the United States, in line with these strict conditions, for well over 
50 years.  These arrangements have never been suspended and I do not consider that it would 
be appropriate to do so now.

17/12/2015WRA02400Middle East Issues

17/12/2015WRA0250018. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade in view of the fact 
that it has been over a year since both Dáil and Seanad Éireann adopted motions calling on the 
Government to recognise the state of Palestine, when formal recognition of the state of Pales-
tine by Ireland will take place; his views on the delay to date of such formal recognition; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45467/15]

17/12/2015WRA02600Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Government 
works consistently to achieve a sovereign Palestinian state not just in theory but in fact, and all 
of our actions on the Israeli/Palestinian issue are directed to that end.  It is central to our objec-
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tive of a two state solution that will ensure the security and prosperity of both peoples.

I continue to consider carefully whether the recognition by Ireland now of a state of Pales-
tine, prior to its real achievement on the ground, could be a helpful step towards that goal.

The motions passed in the Seanad on 22 October and the Dáil on 10 December are very im-
portant factors in that consideration, but ultimately it remains a matter for assessment and deci-
sion by the Government.  Other factors are its symbolic importance for the Palestinian people, 
its likely impact on the prospects for advancing the peace process, and its effect on Ireland’s 
own influence on the issue, which is very important to us.

I have made clear that I will recommend early recognition by Ireland if I conclude that it 
can be helpful.

17/12/2015WRA02700Northern Ireland Issues

17/12/2015WRA0280019. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he has had 
a meeting with the independent chair of the prison forum in Maghaberry Prison; if not, when he 
plans meeting the chair; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45033/15]

17/12/2015WRA02900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I met last Friday 
with the Northern Ireland Minister of Justice, David Ford MLA.  Among the issues we dis-
cussed was the situation in Maghaberry prison, including the regime for separated prisoners.

My last meeting with Secretary of State Theresa Villiers was on 17 November, as we con-
cluded the negotiation of the ‘Fresh Start’ Agreement.  We will meet again before the end of the 
month, when I will again raise the situation in Maghaberry with her.

At our recent meeting, Minister Ford updated me on progress in implementing the recom-
mendations of the recent report by Criminal Justice Inspector, Brendan McGuigan, into con-
ditions in the prison.  The Criminal Justice Inspector will return to Maghaberry in January to 
monitor progress.  I expressed my concerns at the deficiencies identified in the prison, which 
affect the entire prison population and, also, prison staff, and not just those in the separated 
regime.

Minister Ford and I also discussed follow-up on the recommendations of the Independent 
Assessment Team report on the conditions in the prison’s separated wing.  Minister Ford noted 
that while there had been some progress, full implementation had been affected by trust issues 
arising, in part, from the sense of threat to staff.  The Northern Ireland Prison Service has said 
that it remains committed to implementing the recommendations of the stocktake report but 
only in “an environment where staff are free from threat and intimidation”.

Among the challenges we discussed were the obstacles to the operation of the Prison Forum, 
which since July 2015 has been chaired by a representative of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross.  A functioning forum would make an important contribution to reducing tensions 
in Maghaberry.

My officials maintain regular contact with the Chair of the Prison Forum and also with the 
members of the Independent Assessment Team.  Regrettably, due to the intensity of the politi-
cal talks in Belfast, I had to postpone a meeting with the Chair scheduled for 29 October, who 
instead briefed my officials.
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17/12/2015WRA03000Military Aircraft Landings

17/12/2015WRA0310020. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he has made 
representations to the Embassy of the United States of America with regard to the connection 
between that nation’s military use of Shannon Airport and Ireland being described as part of 
a coalition of evil in a purported ISIS video; if he has expressed concerns to the ambassador 
regarding the implications of continued United States military use of Shannon Airport for Ire-
land’s security; and if he will reconsider such military use of Shannon Airport in view of its 
deleterious effect on both Irish neutrality and the security of Irish citizens. [45469/15]

17/12/2015WRA03200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have not made 
representations to the US Embassy on this subject.

Permission must be sought in advance for landings by all foreign military aircraft, including 
US aircraft, at Irish airports and if granted, is subject to strict conditions which I have outlined 
many times in this House.  Successive Governments have made landing facilities at Shannon 
available to the US for well over 50 years.  These arrangements do not amount to any form of 
military alliance with the US and the application of conditions ensures compatibility with our 
neutrality.

Issues relating to national security are a matter for the Minister for Justice and Equality.  The 
Minister has stated that while a terrorist attack on Ireland is possible, it is not likely, and that 
there is no specific information in relation to any threat to Ireland.

The Irish flag is one of 60 flags that appear in the video to which the Deputy refers.  The 
basis on which flags appear, including those of Ireland and other neutral states, is not explained 
by the makers of the video and it is not possible to draw conclusions in this regard.

17/12/2015WRA03300Northern Ireland Issues

17/12/2015WRA0340021. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will provide 
an update on the recent discussion of the case of Mr. Pat Finucane at the Council of Europe; the 
basis of Ireland’s statement on the issue; and if he will provide an update on his work to ensure 
there is a full public inquiry into the killing of Mr. Finucane. [45392/15]

17/12/2015WRA03500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Government’s 
commitment to seeking a fair and just outcome to the case of the late Pat Finucane through our 
efforts in the Council of Europe is complemented by our commitment to continue to raise this 
case bilaterally with the British Government.

I have on many occasions raised the Pat Finucane case with the Secretary of State for North-
ern Ireland and will continue to do so.  I have advised her that the Irish Government considers 
there was a political commitment made by both Governments at Weston Park in 2001 in relation 
to the holding of public inquiries in a number of controversial cases and that this commitment 
remains unfulfilled in the Pat Finucane case.

In our statement to the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe on 8 December the 
Government restated our view that a satisfactory outcome to this case will ultimately be best 
served through a full public inquiry in accordance with the commitments made by the British 
and Irish Governments in the Weston Park Agreement of 2001.

I very much welcome the decision on 8 December by the Committee of Ministers commit-
ting it to resume consideration of reopening its supervision of individual measures in the Pat 
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Finucane case once the current appeals around the Judgment and Declaration of the Belfast 
High Court in relation to this case are completed.

In its decision, the Committee also acknowledged that the de Silva review in 2011 uncov-
ered new information that had not been previously investigated, and therefore had not taken this 
into account at the time the Committee decided to close individual measures in March 2009.  
The Committee also noted the submission by Geraldine Finucane, the applicant in this case, 
requesting the Committee to reopen individual measures.

At the Committee of Minister’s meeting on 8 December in Strasbourg, the Government 
set out in very clear terms our support for the reopening of individual measures in the case of 
Pat Finucane and therefore for the Finucane family’s request.  The Government believes that 
since the Committee of Ministers decided to close its consideration of individual measures in 
March 2009, new and significant information has come to light through the 2011 de Silva re-
view that supports our call for the reopening of individual measures on this case.  Our support 
for reopening is reinforced by the Declaration of the Belfast High Court on 8 September 2015 
which stated that as of March 2009, the date of the Committee of Ministers’ decision closing 
individual measures, there had been no effective investigation in compliance with Article 2 of 
the European Convention on Human Rights.

Therefore, having regard to the obligation of the Committee of Ministers under Article 46(2) 
to supervise the execution of judgments of the European Court of Human Rights, the logical 
and appropriate action for the Committee to take would be to reopen the individual measures 
pending the outcome of the on-going police investigation which is currently reviewing the new 
and significant information discovered by the de Silva review.

Due to the ongoing domestic proceedings in the UK in relation to this case, the Government 
agreed that it would be prudent for the Committee to postpone its decision on reopening indi-
vidual measures until the outcome of these legal proceedings are known.  This decision took 
account of the practice within the Council of Europe that the Committee of Ministers should 
avoid making any findings in a case which is subject to proceedings in domestic courts.  I 
look forward to the Committee of Ministers resuming its consideration on reopening individual 
measures once the outcome of the ongoing appeals are known and I would note in this regard 
that the Committee has decided, in any event, to return to the Pat Finucane case, as part of the 
McKerr Group of cases, by June 2016 at the latest.

17/12/2015WRA03600Human Rights Issues

17/12/2015WRA0370022. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he has had any 
consultations with his European Union colleagues with regard to Saudi Arabia’s human rights 
record, including, in particular, recent reports of multiple beheadings, and the advisability of 
maintaining close diplomatic and economic relations with that state in view of its human rights 
record; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45471/15]

17/12/2015WRA03750Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Human rights is-
sues form a continuous part of EU discussions on third party countries, be it at EU Ministerial 
level or among EU representatives in the countries concerned.  Ireland has the greatest impact 
on matters of foreign policy, including human rights, when we speak with one voice with all of 
our EU partners.  As such, we regularly raise human rights matters in conjunction with our EU 
partners through the EU Representation in Riyadh, as well as bilaterally through the Irish Mis-
sion using the complementary channel provided by our diplomatic relations with the Kingdom.
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Ireland also makes full use of mechanisms such as the UN Human Rights Council to raise 
human rights issues; we made recommendations during Saudi Arabia’s 2013 Universal Periodic 
Review, and made a statement voicing serious concern at the Council on 21 September 2015 in 
relation to a particular death penalty issue.

Ireland’s stance on the death penalty is clear: we oppose it in all circumstances, and have 
expressed concerns about its increased use of late in a number of countries, including Saudi 
Arabia.

Saudi Arabia is a designated priority market for Ireland, and we have a strong, and grow-
ing, trade relationship with Saudi Arabia and its neighbours.  Saudi Arabia represents a signifi-
cant market: total bilateral trade in 2013 was worth over €1.36 billion.  Most of this trade is 
in Ireland’s favour; the economic relationship therefore has considerable benefits for the Irish 
economy.

The economic partnership that we have with Saudi Arabia, however, does not prevent us 
from raising human rights issues in the appropriate channels.  We will continue to maintain re-
lations with Saudi Arabia: economic, for the benefit of our economy and trade; and diplomatic, 
to facilitate our continued engagement with the Kingdom on human rights and also on other 
matters as they arise.

17/12/2015WRA03763Tourism Promotion

17/12/2015WRA0377523. Deputy Helen McEntee asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade further to 
his Dáil statement on 30 April 2015 regarding his efforts as Minister to promote Ireland’s trade 
and export markets through his work with embassies, agencies and businesses, if he will update 
Dáil Éireann on his Department’s efforts to promote a particular initiative (details supplied).  
[45027/15]

17/12/2015WRA03800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am pleased to 
have this opportunity to update the Deputy further on my Department’s promotion of ‘Ireland’s 
Ancient East’ since her question of 3 November 2015 on the same initiative.

While tourism falls under the portfolio of my Ministerial colleague, Paschal Donohoe, T.D., 
Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, the Deputy is no doubt aware of my own personal 
interest in promoting the high-quality tourism offerings available in our region.

Our Embassy network works closely with Tourism Ireland promoting Ireland as a tourism 
destination overall, in addition to specific initiatives such as ‘Ireland’s Ancient East’, and in 
highlighting individual regional attractions which might resonate in a particular market at a 
particular time.

I would like to bring to your attention a number of Embassy-supported events from around 
the world which promoted ‘Ireland’s Ancient East’, very often in close cooperation with Tour-
ism Ireland, the State agency responsible for the overseas promotion of tourism to the island 
of Ireland.  These events are in addition to those I mentioned in my previous response to the 
Deputy, intended to be representative rather than exhaustive, and do not take account of the Em-
bassy network’s broader promotion of ‘Ireland’s Ancient East’ on social media or in an informal 
manner in the context of other events that promote Ireland.

The Embassy of Ireland in Norway has promoted the ‘Ireland’s Ancient East’ campaign via 
the organisation of a roundtable event with several Norwegian tour operators in conjunction 
with Tourism Ireland’s Nordic branch office. As part of this discussion there was a particular 
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focus on the ‘Ireland’s Ancient East’ promotion.

Further afield, the Embassy of Ireland in China has worked with Tourism Ireland on pro-
moting ‘Ireland’s Ancient East’ since June 2015.  Tourism Ireland launched this destination 
during this year’s China Sales Mission which took place in Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou and 
Chengdu.  In addition, a bespoke trade and consumer ezine themed on ‘Ireland’s Ancient East’ 
was widely circulated in September.

The Embassy of Ireland in Australia works with Tourism Ireland to promote tourism gener-
ally.  During Canberra’s annual multicultural festival in February 2015, ‘Ireland’s Ancient East’ 
was promoted at the Ireland stand.  More recently, the Deputy Consul General in Sydney at-
tended a key trade event held at Sydney Tower on 2 November 2015 in which Tourism Ireland 
promoted ‘Ireland’s Ancient East’.

On a more general level, Ireland’s Permanent Mission to UNESCO in Paris assists in obtain-
ing UNESCO recognition of appropriate sites in Ireland, which could include sites falling under 
the region covered by ‘Ireland’s Ancient East’.

Looking ahead, there are plans in train for promotion of ‘Ireland’s Ancient East’ in 2016, 
including across the key German market and, in February, the Embassy of Ireland in Denmark 
will support a Tourism Ireland-hosted workshop in Copenhagen aimed at the whole Scandina-
vian travel industry which will mark the official launch of ‘Ireland’s Ancient East’ in the Nordic 
region.

In 2016, Tourism Ireland in China will continue to promote Ireland’s Ancient East through 
trade, digital and publicity channels.  The month long St. Patrick’s Day festival, which is or-
ganised in several major cities by Team Ireland in China, will provide a major platform for 
promoting Ireland, including all of its tourism destinations.  Promotional material highlighting 
‘Ireland’s Ancient East’ will be provided to partners in the travel industry during sales calls and 
at trade training sessions throughout 2016.  In the second half of 2016 there will be an online 
campaign focussed on the region.

In South Africa, at the AGM of the Embassy-supported BISA (Business Ireland Southern 
Africa) network in Pretoria on Friday 13 November, the Tourism Ireland agent based in South 
Africa presented ‘Ireland’s Ancient East’ to the representatives present from Irish Business 
Networks in Johannesburg, Cape Town, Durban and Harare.

If the Deputy has specific thoughts on how the Embassy network, working closely with the 
State agencies and Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, might additionally promote 
or showcase ‘Ireland’s Ancient East’ and other tourism initiatives, I would be very happy to 
discuss these with her.

17/12/2015WRA03900Death Penalty

17/12/2015WRA0400024. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he is 
aware of the case of a person (details supplied) who has been sentenced to death by Kenyan 
authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45415/15]

17/12/2015WRA04100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Ireland has a long-
standing policy of strong opposition to the death penalty and we are actively engaged in inter-
national efforts, including through the EU, to secure its universal abolition.

Along with our EU partners, Ireland actively supports UN resolutions on the death penalty 



Questions - Written Answers

196

at the Human Rights Council and the UN General Assembly.  We have also used our current 
term of membership of the UN Human Rights Council to raise our concerns in relation to de-
velopments regarding the death penalty.  We have consistently called for a halt to executions 
during our interventions at the working sessions of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR), a 
peer review mechanism on the human rights records of UN Member States.

The death penalty remains on the statute books in Kenya and continues to be handed down 
as a sentence, although it has not been carried out since 1987. 

I am aware of the specific case referred to.  I understand that the person involved was ar-
rested in August 2001 for the murder of a mother and her son in Kenya.  He was convicted and 
sentenced to death.  However, he has always maintained his innocence.

Ireland has called for Kenya to abolish the death penalty.  The EU Delegation in Nairobi 
also regularly raises the issue, on behalf of all EU Member States, in its engagement with the 
Kenyan authorities.

17/12/2015WRA04200Military Aircraft Landings

17/12/2015WRA0430025. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 116 of 3 November 2015, if he is satisfied that our stated foreign 
policy of neutrality is not compromised by the use of Shannon Airport by the United States 
military, which has landed over 343 military aircraft there since March 2015; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [45413/15]

17/12/2015WRA04400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Ireland’s tradi-
tional policy of military neutrality is characterised by non-participation in military alliances.  
The Government’s continued commitment to this policy was re-confirmed in its Foreign Policy 
Review “The Global Island,” and in its White Paper on Defence, published earlier this year.

Successive Governments have made landing facilities at Shannon Airport available to the 
United States for well over 50 years.  Permission must be sought in advance for landings by all 
foreign military aircraft, including US aircraft, and if granted, is subject to the strict conditions 
which I outlined in my reply of 3 November.

These arrangements do not amount to any form of military alliance with the United States 
and are consistent with our policy of military neutrality.

17/12/2015WRA04500Human Rights Issues

17/12/2015WRA0460026. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the sta-
tus of the report entitled Ireland’s national plan on business and human rights; and his plans for 
progressing the matter and the implementation of the principles. [45030/15]

17/12/2015WRA04700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): On the occasion 
of Human Rights Day on 10 December last week, I was pleased to announce publication of the 
Working Outline of the National Plan on Business and Human Rights.  The text of the Working 
Outline is available on my Department’s website and copies have been sent to civil society and 
business organisations.

The Working Outline is the result of extensive consultation with civil society, business and 
Government Departments.
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Ireland’s National Plan on Business and Human Rights, when completed, will implement 
the United Nations Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, a globally recognised 
framework which outlines the roles of states and businesses in protecting human rights, which 
was adopted by the UN Human Rights Council in June 2011.

The Government is committed to making Ireland one of the best countries in the world 
in which to do business.  Central to this commitment is enabling and encouraging business 
enterprises to become more competitive by integrating responsible and sustainable business 
practices and respect for human rights across their operations.  The National Plan on Business 
and Human Rights will seek to create functional tools to help business enterprises achieve this, 
targeting, among others, the Small and Medium Enterprises sector in Ireland which accounts for 
the vast majority of enterprises.

The Working Outline of the Plan sets out the current state of play in relation to actions which 
already assist in the implementation of the United Nations Guiding Principles on Business and 
Human Rights, and also sets out some 54 action points which could be taken over the two to 
three year period after the adoption of the final version of the plan.

Comments and submissions on the Working Outline are invited by 29 January 2016.  On 
the basis of the submissions made, the National Plan on Business and Human Rights will be 
finalised and brought to the Government for approval.

17/12/2015WRA04800Military Aircraft Landings

17/12/2015WRA0490027. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 133 of 3 November 2015, if he has considered reviewing Ireland’s 
long-standing arrangements under which the United States is granted blanket permission for 
overflights by unarmed military aircraft, particularly in view of the concerns raised in a num-
ber of quarters regarding Ireland’s neutrality; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[45414/15]

17/12/2015WRA05000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): All arrangements 
concerning the regulation of foreign military aircraft, including US aircraft, passing through 
Irish airspace or landing at Irish airports, are kept under ongoing review.

17/12/2015WRA05100EU Issues

17/12/2015WRA0520028. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his 
Department is undertaking any further studies on the impacts of a possible British exit from the 
European Union, Brexit, on Irish trade; if his Department has established a dedicated section to 
monitor and evaluate such possible impacts on Irish trade; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45035/15]

17/12/2015WRA05300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have addressed 
the subject of the UK-EU relationship in two earlier replies, to Questions Nos. 10 and 11.

My Department, both at its headquarters in Dublin and through its diplomatic missions in 
London, Edinburgh, Brussels and elsewhere, is highly engaged on the issue of the UK’s mem-
bership of the EU.  As part of work across government, the question of potential economic and 
trade impacts of a UK exit from the EU was comprehensively addressed in a recent independent 
report by the Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI) commissioned by the Department 
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of Finance.

Overall, the Department of the Taoiseach, through its British-Irish and Northern Ireland Di-
vision and its EU Division, is leading the wider Government efforts on this subject.  My Depart-
ment is working on a daily basis to identify the various issues – be they political, economic or 
strategic – that could arise for Ireland in the event of a UK departure from the European Union.

A dedicated British-Irish Relations Unit has been established to support this work.  In recent 
weeks I met with the British Foreign Secretary in London, delivered a speech in Belfast focused 
on Northern Ireland and the EU, and hosted a business event on “Brexit” at Iveagh House.

It is certainly very important that we develop a full understanding – insofar as is possible – 
of the potential implications of a British withdrawal from the EU and that we are prepared for 
any scenario.  We will continue to work with that in mind.  Our priority, however, as I have said 
before, is doing what we can to help ensure the UK does not decide to leave the EU in the first 
place.

17/12/2015WRA05400International Terrorism

17/12/2015WRA0550029. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views, in terms 
of global security, stability and peace, on the advisability of any European Union state engaging 
in a bombing campaign in Syria in response to the attacks in Paris of 13 November 2015; if he 
has had engagements with other European Union Foreign Affairs Ministers on this issue; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45470/15]

17/12/2015WRA05600Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Ending the devas-
tating conflict in Syria, which has imposed enormous burdens on neighbouring States, is critical 
to the stability of the Middle East region, and the security and safety of the Syrian people and 
their neighbours.  This instability is also impacting on Europe in the form of both large scale 
migration and the recent terrorist attacks.

Airstrikes have been conducted against Da’esh in Iraq and Syria for a number of months.  
It is for individual States to determine in what way they might best contribute to the concerted 
international effort underway to tackle the threat posed by Da’esh and other UN-designated 
terrorist groups.

Security Council resolution 2249 calls upon UN Member States to take all necessary mea-
sure to prevent and suppress terrorist acts by Da’esh and Al-Nusra Front (an Al-Qaeda affiliate) 
in territory under Da’esh control within Syria and Iraq and to eradicate the safe haven they 
have established inside Syria and Iraq.  Any action undertaken under this resolution must be in 
compliance with international law, in particular the UN Charter, as well as international human 
rights, refugee, and humanitarian law.

Ireland is not and will not be participating in any international military action to combat 
Da’esh and is not holding discussions with other States on their military actions in Syria.

While the crisis in Syria features in almost every discussion at the Foreign Affairs Council, 
there has been no discussion on the question of military action against Da’esh at EU level on 
this issue, as it is exclusively the competence of national governments.  However, at my recent 
meeting with the UK’s Foreign Secretary, Philip Hammond there was some discussion of the 
then impending parliamentary vote on UK airstrikes in Syria.
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17/12/2015WRA05700Undocumented Irish in the USA

17/12/2015WRA0580030. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the progress 
on the establishment of a visa waiver scheme with the United States of America for the undocu-
mented Irish; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45115/15]

17/12/2015WRA05900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Achieving relief 
for undocumented Irish migrants in the US continues to be a priority for the Government in 
its contacts with the United States.  Through our Embassy in Washington and our Consulates 
throughout the U.S., and in conjunction with regular high level political visits, the Government 
continues to promote the immigration reform agenda with high level Government contacts in 
the United States and with many other individuals and groups across Irish America and beyond.

As I indicated to Deputy Naughten last month, the Government are aware of and have raised 
the matter of waivers for 3 and 10 year travel bans in relation to US visa applications for Irish 
undocumented who have overstayed their visa in the United States.

At my request, the Secretary General of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade wrote 
to the US Ambassador earlier this year to ask him to explore further the question of such waiv-
ers.  I have also had the opportunity to directly discuss the matter with the US Ambassador.  
The Taoiseach also raised waivers, amongst other immigration reform issues, during his visit to 
Washington for St Patrick’s Day.

I can offer some information on the basis of these representations and responses.

The US Embassy has indicated that the US waiver system operates uniformly worldwide, 
including in Ireland, and is applied in strict accordance with US laws and regulations.  Such a 
waiver can be applied for in the case of a 3 or 10 year ban having been imposed for overstaying 
a visa in the US.

However, the US Embassy has also underlined that applications are assessed individually 
on a case-by-case basis, with final decisions on each a matter for the US authorities in Washing-
ton, and that accordingly an applicant would not be able to predict with any degree of certainty 
as to whether he or she would be successful or not.

The Government has sought to advance all viable opportunities to achieve relief for our 
undocumented citizens in the United States.  While I am disappointed that representations to 
the US on this matter have not resulted in a more encouraging outcome, ultimately it is a matter 
for the US Government and US Embassy to interpret and implement their immigration laws.

The Government as a whole, including the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in 
Dublin and our Embassy in Washington, will continue to actively follow up on all opportunities 
to improve the situation of the Irish undocumented with the US Administration, with Congress, 
and with the US Embassy in Ireland.  In addition, the Government continues to provide sig-
nificant financial support, €1,535,911 in 2015, to support the work of various Irish immigration 
centres across the US.

117/12/2015WRB00100Israeli Settlements

17/12/2015WRB0020031. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the steps he is 
taking, diplomatic or otherwise, to advocate at the European Foreign Affairs Council level for 
a ban on the import of goods to the European Union from illegal Israeli settlements; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45468/15]
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17/12/2015WRB00300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The European 
Union has taken a number of steps to differentiate between its treatment of imports from Israel 
and goods coming from illegal Israeli settlements.  Settlement goods are not entitled to the 
lower tariffs that are the norm in the EU, and meat from settlements may not be certified by 
Israeli veterinary authorities.  EU research funding may not be spent in settlements.  Most re-
cently, the European Commission last month clarified that goods from settlements may not be 
misleadingly labelled as being produce of Israel.  Ireland has supported all of these measures.

This is part of a general approach, in line with the conclusions of the Council in December 
2012, to differentiate the EU’s relationship with Israel from the relationship with the settle-
ments.

There is no prospect whatever at present of obtaining agreement at EU level on a ban on the 
import of goods from the settlements.  And while that remains the case, it would be futile and 
counterproductive for Ireland to try to push such an approach.  The reasons for this have been 
explained on a number of occasions in more detail with Oireachtas Committees.

17/12/2015WRB00400Deaths of Irish Citizens Abroad

17/12/2015WRB0050032. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will provide 
a detailed breakdown of recent consultation and engagement his Department has had with the 
authorities in India following the tragic and sudden death of a person (details supplied) in 2014; 
if he will provide an update into the investigation in relation to the suspicious circumstances 
surrounding the death; if he will further provide details on whether any additional toxicologi-
cal reports were made available and the efforts made by his Department to obtain additional 
toxicological reporting; his Department’s efforts to keep the family of the deceased informed 
of ongoing developments in the case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45387/15]

17/12/2015WRB00600Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am keenly aware 
that the first anniversary of the tragic death of this Irish citizen has been marked in recent days, 
and understand the frustrations of the family with the delays in determining the cause of death.

In the course of the past year, my Department has provided extensive consular assistance 
to the family of the Irish citizen through our Embassy in New Delhi, our Honorary Consul in 
Mumbai and our Consular Assistance section in Dublin, and my officials continue to be in on-
going direct contact with the family.

The new Director of Consular Services met with the family of the Irish citizen on 30 No-
vember 2015 to discuss the case in-depth and to update the family on developments.

In India, our Honorary Consul in Mumbai met with the local police in mid-October, and 
spoke again to the police at the end of November, to emphasis our pressing interest in this case 
and to seek updates on the investigation.

In addition to the toxicological report that was forwarded to the family, in mid-October the 
Embassy wrote to the relevant hospital’s Pathology Department requesting that any additional 
toxicological reporting that may be forthcoming be expedited.  Earlier this month, the Consul-
ate met with the relevant hospital doctor to underline the importance of receiving an urgent 
response to the earlier written request.

Let me assure the Deputy that my Department will continue to provide all possible consular 
assistance to the family and will continue to keep them updated on developments, while also 
remaining engaged with the relevant Indian authorities on this case.



17 December 2015

201

17/12/2015WRB00700International Terrorism

17/12/2015WRB0080033. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the de-
gree to which he and his colleagues at European Union and United Nations level continue to 
focus on the activities of ISIS and Boko Haram, with particular reference to the degree to which 
the principles of democracy continue to be ignored and the extent to which arbitrary executions, 
persecution of Christians, kidnapping, trafficking and abuse of women and girls continues un-
abated; if the international community has taken any action to address these issues in an effec-
tive way; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45389/15]

17/12/2015WRB00900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Government 
fully supports the removal of the threat to international peace and security posed by DA’ESH, 
consistent with international law.  DA’ESH’s horrific crimes in Paris and Beirut, as well as their 
systematic crimes against the rights and the existence of ethnic, religious and LGBTI minori-
ties, women and children across the Middle East must be prevented by all legal means possible.

At the UN Human Rights Council in September 2015, Ireland made a number of state-
ments in which we condemned DA’ESH’S barbarous treatment of civilians, their campaign of 
violence against religious and ethnic minorities in Syria and Iraq, and their treatment of women 
and girls, including their being subjected to harrowing acts of sexual and physical violence and 
to sexual slavery.  We have urged the Security Council to uphold international law and ensure 
full accountability for crimes committed in Syria by referring the situation in Syria to the Inter-
national Criminal Court.

UNSCR 2249 grants authority for States to take all necessary measure to suppress and 
eradicate terrorist acts by DA’ESH in territory under its control within Syria and Iraq and to 
eradicate the safe haven they have established inside Syria and Iraq.  Any action undertaken 
under this resolution must be in compliance with international law, in particular the UN Charter, 
as well as international human rights, refugee, and humanitarian law.

Defeating DA’ESH cannot be separated from ending the Syrian conflict.  It is the Syrian 
conflict, and above all the actions and policies of the Assad regime, which has created this 
terrorist threat.  The attack in Paris underlines the critical importance of bringing the Syrian 
conflict to a close.

I welcome the statement of the International Syria Support Group on 14 November in Vi-
enna on the launching of negotiations, the holding of elections and supporting unimpeded hu-
manitarian access across Syria.

The conflict in Syria has had immense humanitarian consequences and Ireland is playing its 
part in alleviating the suffering of those affected.  By the end of 2015, we have pledged that our 
support for the Syrian people will reach €42 million.  Funding is spent on priority needs which 
include food aid, water and sanitation, shelter, education and protection, including child protec-
tion and prevention of gender-based violence.

The brutal activities of Boko Haram continue to represent a serious threat to the peace and 
security of Nigeria, but also the wider region.  They also involve the clear and persistent abuse 
of human rights, especially of women and girls, and a direct threat to education and education 
facilities.

There has been some success this year in pushing Boko Haram back from major towns in 
north-eastern Nigeria.  A Multinational Joint Taskforce involving troops from Nigeria, Camer-
oon, Chad, Niger and Benin has been operationalised.
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EU Foreign Ministers adopted detailed Conclusions in February, condemning the appalling 
atrocities committed by Boko Haram and confirming the EU’s readiness to provide support 
to the region.  Since then, an EU Political Framework for Crisis Approach (PFCA) for Boko 
Haram has been developed, and EU support of up to €50 million for the Multinational Joint 
Taskforce has been approved.

The EU has also pledged to continue providing immediate humanitarian relief to those af-
fected by Boko Haram activities and to increase its efforts at a regional level - mobilising €21 
million of humanitarian funding last June for the four countries concerned.  Ireland is also pro-
viding direct support of nearly €1.4 million this year to address humanitarian needs.

The situation concerning Boko Haram was discussed at a meeting convened by the Office 
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on 30 June and at a Special Session of the UN 
Human Rights Council in Geneva in April.  At these meetings, Ireland highlighted the terrible 
human rights and humanitarian impact of the terrorist violence.

More generally on human rights, Ireland and the EU consistently press for effective ac-
tion to counter the persecution of minorities in all relevant international fora.  Ireland strongly 
condemns all forms of persecution on the basis of religion or belief, irrespective of where they 
occur or who the victims are.  I highlighted the alarming rise in attacks on Christians when I 
addressed the UN General Assembly in October and the UN Human Rights Council in March.

Ireland works within and alongside the EU to address persecution of Christians and other 
religious minorities, notably through the EU Guidelines on Freedom of Religion or Belief ad-
opted during Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the European Union in 2013 and the EU-led 
General Assembly resolution on Freedom of Religion or Belief which was adopted by the Third 
Committee last month.

17/12/2015WRB01000EU Issues

17/12/2015WRB0110034. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the ex-
tent to which he and his European Union colleagues continue to examine and evaluate the 
consequences of a possible British exit from the European Union, with particular reference to 
the potential impact for this country, Northern Ireland, the EU and Britain itself; if adequate 
consideration is being given to the full economic and political consequences in the event of an 
exit of a major power from the European Union; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45388/15]

17/12/2015WRB01200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I would direct the 
Deputy to my previous replies today to Questions Nos. 10, 11 and 28, which address the same 
subject matter.

17/12/2015WRB01300Egyptian Conflict

17/12/2015WRB0140035. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade for an update 
on the efforts being made by the Government to secure the release of a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45307/15]

17/12/2015WRB01500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): This is a repeat of 
my reply to Question No. 16 today.

As has been previously stated to this House, my Department has two clear objectives in 



17 December 2015

203

this case: first, to see this citizen released by the Egyptian authorities so that he can return to 
his family and his studies in Ireland and, second, to provide consular support for his welfare 
while he remains in detention.  In furtherance of those clear objectives, our Embassy in Cairo 
has made numerous consular visits to the citizen in detention, and has attended all trial hearings 
so far.  The high level of consular visitation is an important practical tool in our approach, and 
it means that the Embassy is well-placed to raise any concerns with the Egyptian authorities.  
Indeed, numerous effective interventions have already been made on this citizen’s behalf by the 
Embassy and by this Government.

The most recent hearing of this citizen’s case occurred on Tuesday 15 December.  At this 
hearing the presiding Judge declared that there would be a further adjournment until Saturday 
19 December, due to the non-appearance of one defendant.  At this hearing the Government 
was represented by our Ambassador to Egypt, who spoke directly with members of the citizen’s 
family, and with his Egyptian legal representation regarding aspects of his welfare.  Embassy 
officials intend to make another visit to the citizen in the near future as part of its overall strat-
egy to care for his welfare while he remains in detention.

17/12/2015WRB01600Humanitarian Aid

17/12/2015WRB0170036. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the amount Ire-
land will donate to the European Commission’s trust fund for Africa; how this money will be 
spent; and if it will be taken from our annual overseas development assistance expenditure. 
[45394/15]

17/12/2015WRB01800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Ireland has com-
mitted to providing €3 million to the new EU Trust Fund to address the root causes of the mi-
gration crisis in Africa.  The funding will be provided over the coming five years.  Ireland will 
therefore provide €600,000 annually from 2016 to 2020.  This contribution is being earmarked 
for the Horn of Africa regional window of the Trust Fund which includes three of Ireland’s Key 
Partner Countries under the Government’s development programme.

The Trust Fund is an important element of a comprehensive package of initiatives which the 
European Commission and the EU External Action Service are putting together to support sta-
bility in the North, East and West African Regions, to help tackle the root causes of instability, 
forced displacement and irregular migration.  Ireland has consistently taken the position that, 
in addition to saving lives and dealing in a spirit of fairness and solidarity with those migrants 
and refugees who have reached Europe, the current humanitarian crisis requires comprehensive 
solutions that address the causes of irregular migration in countries of origin.

Given the nature of its activities, our contribution to the Trust Fund will come from our an-
nual Official Development Assistance budget.  This contribution will allow Ireland to have a 
voice in the governance of the Trust Fund.  Ireland holds a position of Vice-Chair on the Fund’s 
Board and is also a member of its Operational Committee.

17/12/2015WRB01900Northern Ireland Issues

17/12/2015WRB0200037. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade when his last 
meeting took place with Minister Ford of the Northern Executive and with Secretary of State 
Villiers, respectively; when it is hoped to have his next meeting with each person named; if he 
raised the issue of prison conditions for separated prisoners in HMP Maghaberry with each at 
his last meeting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45034/15]
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17/12/2015WRB02100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): This is a repeat of 
my reply to Question No. 19.

I met last Friday with the Northern Ireland Minister of Justice, David Ford MLA.  Among 
the issues we discussed was the situation in Maghaberry prison, including the regime for sepa-
rated prisoners.

My last meeting with Secretary of State Theresa Villiers was on 17 November, as we con-
cluded the negotiation of the ‘Fresh Start’ Agreement.  We will meet again before the end of the 
month, when I will again raise the situation in Maghaberry with her.

At our recent meeting, Minister Ford updated me on progress in implementing the recom-
mendations of the recent report by Criminal Justice Inspector, Brendan McGuigan, into con-
ditions in the prison.  The Criminal Justice Inspector will return to Maghaberry in January to 
monitor progress.  I expressed my concerns at the deficiencies identified in the prison, which 
affect the entire prison population and, also, prison staff, and not just those in the separated 
regime.

Minister Ford and I also discussed follow-up on the recommendations of the Independent 
Assessment Team report on the conditions in the prison’s separated wing.  Minister Ford noted 
that while there had been some progress, full implementation had been affected by trust issues 
arising, in part, from the sense of threat to staff.  The Northern Ireland Prison Service has said 
that it remains committed to implementing the recommendations of the stocktake report but 
only in “an environment where staff are free from threat and intimidation”.

Among the challenges we discussed were the obstacles to the operation of the Prison Forum, 
which since July 2015 has been chaired by a representative of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross.  A functioning forum would make an important contribution to reducing tensions 
in Maghaberry.

My officials maintain regular contact with the Chair of the Prison Forum and also with the 
members of the Independent Assessment Team.  Regrettably, due to the intensity of the politi-
cal talks in Belfast, I had to postpone a meeting with the Chair scheduled for 29 October, who 
instead briefed my officials.

17/12/2015WRB02200Northern Ireland Issues

17/12/2015WRB0230038. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade for an update 
on the implementation of the stock-take report and the work of the independent chairperson of 
the Maghaberry Prison forum; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45385/15]

17/12/2015WRB02400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In November 2014, 
the ‘stocktake’ report of the Independent Assessment Team, which reviewed progress in imple-
menting the Roe House Agreement of 2010, was published.  Its recommendations were ac-
cepted by the Northern Ireland Department of Justice.  Two recommendations concerned areas 
under the responsibility of the Northern Ireland Office.

Progress in implementing the recommendations has been slow.

A key recommendation was the restoration of the prison forum, where prisoners meet with 
prison management.  The first person proposed to chair the forum was not acceptable to repub-
lican prisoners.  Following a process, a Representative of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross agreed in July 2015 to act as independent chair.
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The ICRC’s proposals for an agenda for the prison forum were developed over a number of 
months and were presented in November.  The proposed agenda was not accepted. 

Republican prisoners have blamed the prison authorities, saying that the authorities had 
refused to accept “minimalist” proposals put forward by the independent chair.

The Northern Ireland Prison Service has said that it remains committed to implementing the 
recommendations of the stocktake report but only in “an environment where staff are free from 
threat and intimidation.”

The issue of threats to prison staff was raised with me when I discussed the situation in 
Maghaberry, including the state of play regarding the prison forum and other issues arising 
from the stocktake report, with Minister Ford on 11 December.

Members of the Independent Assessment Team remain engaged in the prison.  My officials 
are in regular contact with members of the Independent Assessment Team and with the chair of 
the prison forum.

17/12/2015WRB02500Northern Ireland Issues

17/12/2015WRB0260039. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
status of discussions with relevant authorities in relation to ongoing prisoner issues in Magha-
berry Prison; if he is confident that all is being done to ensure a conflict-free environment in the 
prison; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45029/15]

17/12/2015WRB02700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): This is a repeat of 
my reply to Question No. 19.

I met last Friday with the Northern Ireland Minister of Justice, David Ford MLA.  Among 
the issues we discussed was the situation in Maghaberry prison, including the regime for sepa-
rated prisoners.

My last meeting with Secretary of State Theresa Villiers was on 17 November, as we con-
cluded the negotiation of the ‘Fresh Start’ Agreement.  We will meet again before the end of the 
month, when I will again raise the situation in Maghaberry with her.

At our recent meeting, Minister Ford updated me on progress in implementing the recom-
mendations of the recent report by Criminal Justice Inspector, Brendan McGuigan, into con-
ditions in the prison.  The Criminal Justice Inspector will return to Maghaberry in January to 
monitor progress.  I expressed my concerns at the deficiencies identified in the prison, which 
affect the entire prison population and, also, prison staff, and not just those in the separated 
regime.

Minister Ford and I also discussed follow-up on the recommendations of the Independent 
Assessment Team report on the conditions in the prison’s separated wing.  Minister Ford noted 
that while there had been some progress, full implementation had been affected by trust issues 
arising, in part, from the sense of threat to staff.  The Northern Ireland Prison Service has said 
that it remains committed to implementing the recommendations of the stocktake report but 
only in “an environment where staff are free from threat and intimidation”.

Among the challenges we discussed were the obstacles to the operation of the Prison Forum, 
which since July 2015 has been chaired by a representative of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross.  A functioning forum would make an important contribution to reducing tensions 
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in Maghaberry.

My officials maintain regular contact with the Chair of the Prison Forum and also with the 
members of the Independent Assessment Team.  Regrettably, due to the intensity of the politi-
cal talks in Belfast, I had to postpone a meeting with the Chair scheduled for 29 October, who 
instead briefed my officials.

17/12/2015WRB02800Middle East Issues

17/12/2015WRB0290040. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade for an update 
on the Government’s plans to formally recognise the state of Palestine; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45309/15]

17/12/2015WRB03000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Government 
works consistently to achieve a sovereign Palestinian state not just in theory but in fact, and all 
of our actions on the Israeli/Palestinian issue are directed to that end.  It is central to our objec-
tive of a two state solution that will ensure the security and prosperity of both peoples.

I continue to consider carefully whether the recognition by Ireland now of a state of Pales-
tine, prior to its real achievement on the ground, could be a helpful step towards that goal.

The motions passed in the Seanad on 22 October and the Dáil on 10 December are very 
important factors in that consideration.  Other factors are its symbolic importance for the Pales-
tinian people, its likely impact on the prospects for advancing the peace process, and its effect 
on Ireland’s ability to exercise influence on developments.  Ultimately this is a matter for as-
sessment and decision by the Government.

I have made clear that I will recommend early recognition by Ireland if I conclude that it 
can be helpful.

17/12/2015WRB03100International Terrorism

17/12/2015WRB0320041. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he 
has had any discussions with British Prime Minister, Mr. David Cameron, in relation to British 
military action in Syria; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44827/15]

17/12/2015WRB03300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I refer the Deputy 
to the answer I gave to Deputy Micheál Martin earlier this week concerning these issues.

I discussed the threat posed by terrorist groups operating in Syria to the peoples and States 
of the Middle East region and the European Union and the need for coordinated international 
action with Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond in London on 23 November.

Ireland fully supports the removal of the threat to international peace and security posed by 
the Da’esh group, consistent with international law.  The recent attacks in Paris, Tunisia, Leba-
non and elsewhere, including those in which Irish citizens have been murdered and wounded, 
show that Da’esh’s terrorist crimes are an international and indiscriminate phenomenon which 
does not respect borders or nationality.

The threat posed by international terrorism requires a coordinated response from the in-
ternational community.  An effective response also requires a comprehensive approach which 
addresses root causes and contributory factors, promotes a counter-narrative, prevents radicali-
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sation, deters and disrupts terrorist travel, addresses terrorist financing and brings perpetrators 
to justice.

Ireland, in common with all other UN Member States has a duty to implement relevant UN 
Security Council Resolutions and we have taken steps to do so.  These Resolutions include 
UNSCR 2161 on freezing the funds and other assets of terrorist groupings and UNSCR 2178 
on measures to suppress the recruiting, organising, transporting or equipping of individuals 
who travel to another State in order to perpetrate, plan or participate in terrorist acts or training.

Ireland is not and will not be participating in any international military action to combat 
Da’esh.

It is for individual States to determine in what way they might best contribute to the concert-
ed international effort underway to tackle the threat posed by DA’ESH and other UN-designat-
ed terrorist groups.  Security Council resolution 2249 calls upon UN Member States to “take all 
necessary measures, in compliance with international law, in particular with the United Nations 
Charter, as well as international human rights, refugee and humanitarian law, on the territory 
under the control of ISIL also known as Da’esh, in Syria and Iraq, to redouble and coordinate 
their efforts to prevent and suppress terrorist acts committed specifically by ISIL also known as 
Da’esh as well as ANF, and all other individuals, groups, undertakings, and entities associated 
with Al Qaeda, and other terrorist groups, as designated by the United Nations Security Coun-
cil, and as may further be agreed by the International Syria Support Group (ISSG) and endorsed 
by the UN Security Council, pursuant to the Statement of the International Syria Support Group 
(ISSG) of 14 November, and to eradicate the safe haven they have established over significant 
parts of Iraq and Syria”.

17/12/2015WRB03400Social Insurance Data

17/12/2015WRB0350042. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the pro-
jected number and percentage of income earners who will be below the pay-related social insur-
ance exemption threshold in 2016. [46046/15]

17/12/2015WRB03600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Based on macro-
economic indicators for 2016 the number of employees who will be below the €38 Pay Related 
Social Insurance (Class A) threshold is 9,750.  This represents under 0.5% of the projected total 
Class A contributors for the year.

17/12/2015WRB03700Social Welfare Appeals Waiting Times

17/12/2015WRB0380043. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the aver-
age waiting time for a decision on appeal for social protection payments paid on a weekly basis, 
in cases where there is no oral hearing and in cases where there is an oral hearing, in 2015, in 
tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45666/15]

17/12/2015WRB0390056. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
average waiting time for a decision on appeal for all social protection payments paid on a 
weekly basis, where there is no oral hearing and where there is an oral hearing, in tabular form; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter [45933/15]

17/12/2015WRB04000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 43 and 56 together.



Questions - Written Answers

208

The average appeal processing times for 2014 and to date in 2015 broken down by all social 
welfare scheme types are outlined in the following tables.

Appeal processing times generally peaked in 2011 when the overall average time for an oral 
hearing was 52.5 weeks and 25.1 weeks for a summary decision.  In 2014 average appeal pro-
cessing times for an oral hearing had almost halved to 28.6 weeks and the average time taken 
to process appeals involving summary decisions had also significantly reduced to 21.1 weeks.  
This downward trend in overall appeal processing times has continued to date in 2015 to 25.7 
weeks for an oral hearing and 18.2 weeks for a summary decision.  

The reduction in processing times reflects the significant resources which have been in-
vested in the Social Welfare Appeals Office over the last number of years.  

In addition the Department has undertaken a process of reform in many of its scheme areas 
aimed at reducing the time taken to respond to requests for submissions in relation to appeals.  
Appeal processing times are kept under continual review in the Social Welfare Appeals Office.

In addition to the improvement in processing times, these measures have also led to a sig-
nificant reduction in the number of appeals on hand from 20,414 at 1 January 2013 to 9,057 at 
14 December 2015.

Appeal processing times are calculated from the registration date of the appeal to the date of 
its finalisation.  They include all activities during this period including time spent awaiting any 
clarification from the appellant, time in the Department for comments by the Deciding Officer 
on the grounds of appeal put forward by the appellant, and any further investigation, examina-
tion or assessment by the Department’s Inspectors and Medical Assessors that is deemed nec-
essary.  The system is flexible and accessible and allows multiple reviews and submissions of 
fresh evidence at all stages.  For logistical reasons the process takes longer when an oral hearing 
is required.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Appeals processing times by scheme 01/01-2014-31/12/2014

- Average processing times 
(weeks) - Summary Deci-
sions

Average processing times 
(weeks) - Oral Hearings

Adoptive Benefit 17.1 -
Blind Pension 20.5 24.9
Carers Allowance 30.1 34.4
Carers Benefit 22.9 23.1
Child Benefit 23.8 32.9
Disability Allowance 20.8 26.7
Illness Benefit 29.5 34.8
Domiciliary Care Allowance 22.6 29.1
Deserted Wives Benefit - 64.7
Deserted Wives Allowance - 41.8
Farm Assist 23.2 28.3
Bereavement Grant 25.6 31.9
Family Income Supplement 26.0 32.6
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- Average processing times 
(weeks) - Summary Deci-
sions

Average processing times 
(weeks) - Oral Hearings

Invalidity Pension 25.9 31.2
Liable Relatives 21.5 33.2
One Parent Family Payment 24.4 33.5
Maternity Benefit 22.4 44.7
Partial Capacity Benefit 48.5 48.5
State Pension (Contributory) 25.2 41.9
State Pension (Non-Cont) 20.3 29.4
State Pension (Transition) 27.0 35.1
Occupational Injury Benefit 33.6 33.7
Disablement Pension 23.6 30.6
Occupational Injury Benefit 
(Medical)

- 53.9

Incapacity Supplement 21.5 59.6
Guardian’s Payment (Con) 25.9 24.9
Guardian’s Payment (Non-
con)

19.7 30.3

Pre Retirement Allowance 17.3 -
Jobseeker’s Allowance 
(Means)

18.1 27.5

Jobseeker’s Allowance 16.2 21.1
JA/JB Fraud Control 12.1 -
Jobseeker’s Benefit 16.7 21.1
Treatment Benefit 20.8 -
Respite Care Grant 24.9 27.1
Insurability of Employment 45.0 62.3
Supplementary Welfare  Al-
lowance

14.4 22.1

Survivor’s Pension (Con) 20.2 32.5
Survivor’s Pension (Non-
Con)

24.7 24.6

Widowed Parent Grant 22.2 -
All Appeals 21.1 28.6
Appeals processing time by scheme 01/01/2015-30/11/2015

- Average processing times 
(weeks) - Summary Deci-
sions

Average processing times 
(weeks) - Oral Hearings

Blind Pension 21.1 35.2
Carers Allowance 20.7 26.3
Carers Benefit 19.8 22.2
Child Benefit 24.8 35.1
Disability Allowance 15.9 21.6
Illness Benefit 26.3 33.0
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- Average processing times 
(weeks) - Summary Deci-
sions

Average processing times 
(weeks) - Oral Hearings

Partial Capacity Benefit 27.0 43.4
Domiciliary Care Allowance 21.5 28.4
Deserted Wives Benefit 19.7 24.7
Deserted Wives Allowance - 16.2
Farm Assist 21.2 29.2
Bereavement Grant 65.7 26.0
Death Benefit (Pension) - 22.6
Family Income Supplement 20.3 27.4
Invalidity Pension 26.3 28.8
Liable Relatives 22.8 31.2
Maternity Benefit 22.6 17.5
One Parent Family Payment 23.3 34.5
State Pension (Contributory) 26.0 48.2
State Pension (Non-Contrib-
utory)

20.8 30.6

State Pension (Transition) 80.1 53.4
Occupational Injury Benefit 20.0 38.8
Disablement Pension 24.0 34.7
Incapacity Supplement 37.7 51.5
Guardian’s Payment (Con) 18.7 27.5
Guardian’s Payment (Non-
Con)

18.7 31.0

Jobseeker’s Allowance 
(Means)

16.1 26.1

Jobseeker’s Allowance 15.4 21.5
JA/JB Fraud Control - 46.1
BTW Family Dividend 14.1 -
Jobseeker’s Transitional 10.7 21.3
Recoverable Benefits and 
Assistance

17.4 -

Jobseeker’s Benefit 14.5 21.5
Pre Retirement Allowance 15.0 -
Treatment Benefit 17.9 -
Respite Care Grant 21.2 24.8
Insurability of Employment 44.8 69.0
Supplementary Welfare  Al-
lowance

13.0 24.2

Survivor’s Pension (Con) 26.3 25.9
Survivor’s Pension (Non-
con)

23.7 38.3

Widows Parent Grant 20.4 34.0
All Appeals 18.2 25.7
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17/12/2015WRB04100Youth Unemployment Data

17/12/2015WRB0420044. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the num-
ber of young persons classified as not in education, training or employment; the percentage of 
youth unemployment; the way this number compares with the European Union area; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [45667/15]

17/12/2015WRB0430057. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
number of young persons categorised as not in education, training or employment; the percent-
age of youth unemployment; the way this number compares with the European Union area; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [45934/15]

17/12/2015WRB04400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 44 and 57 together. 

Trends in the data on young persons not in education, training or employment indicate that 
there was a significant worsening in labour market conditions for young people between 2007 
and 2010, and that there has subsequently been a substantial improvement that began in 2012.  
The post-2012 period has seen improvement both in absolute terms and relative to the EU av-
erage.  Early indications are that this improvement – both absolute and relative to the EU – is 
continuing in 2015 and will continue in 2016.

The data requested, as published by EUROSTAT, are set out in tabular form for recent years 
for Ireland and for the EU overall.  In all cases, the data are expressed as a percentage of the 
population aged 15-24, and are averages of the four quarters in the relevant year.

All young persons 
not in education, 
training or em-
ployment (NEET)

Of whom
Unemployed Others who would 

like to work (seek-
ing employment 
or not)

All who would 
like to work

EU 28 IRL EU 28 IRL EU 28 IRL EU 28 IRL
Percentage of Population aged 15-24 in years
2007 10.9 10.8 4.9 4.3 2.6 1.2 7.5 5.5
2008 10.9 15.0 5.0 6.7 2.4 1.4 7.4 8.1
2009 12.4 18.6 6.3 9.7 2.6 2.1 8.9 11.8
2010 12.8 19.2 6.5 10.1 2.7 2.2 9.2 12.3
2011 12.9 18.8 6.6 10.0 2.8 2.1 9.4 12.1
2012 13.2 18.7 6.9 10.1 2.8 2.1 9.7 12.2
2013 13.0 16.1 6.9 8.3 2.7 2.1 9.6 10.4
2014 12.5 15.2 6.4 7.1 2.7 1.7 9.1 8.8

The proportion of young people aged 15-24 who are NEET rose from just under 11% in 
2007 (close to the then EU average) to over 19% in 2010 (some 6.4 percentage points above the 
EU average in that year.  The proportion NEET has been falling since 2012, reaching 15.2% in 
2014; this was 2.7 percentage points above the EU average for 2014.

The overall NEET figure includes some, but not all of the young unemployed (some of 
whom may be engaged in education or training).  As shown in the table, the group who are both 
NEET and unemployed represented approximately 4% of the young adult population in 2007, 
10% in 2010-2012, and 7% in 2014.  This figure, again, rose from below the EU level in 2007 
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to well above the EU average in 2010, but had fallen back towards the EU average in 2014.

The NEET figure also includes a number of inactive groups (i.e. persons who are not seek-
ing work) – primarily full-time students on short breaks from education, people with caring 
responsibilities, and people with disabilities.  Some of these young people, while not currently 
seeking work, indicate that they would nevertheless like to work.  As shown in the table, this 
group has averaged between 1.2% and 2.1% of the young adult population in recent years – 
generally somewhat below the EU average.

Taking together the unemployed and inactive people who would like to work, the share of 
the young adult population accounted for by people who are NEET and are either seeking or 
would like to work rose from 5.5% in 2007 (when the EU average was 7.5%) to 12.3% in 2010 
(EU average 9.2%) and had fallen back to 8.8% in 2014 as compared with the EU average of 
9.1% in that year.

The trend in the NEET data and in the data for the sub-groups identified in the table reflects 
the significant worsening in labour market conditions for young people between 2007 and 2010, 
and the subsequent improvement in the situation that began in 2012.

17/12/2015WRB04500Social Welfare Code Reform

17/12/2015WRB0460045. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she has 
analysed the impact of the increase in the national minimum wage from January 2016 on in-
come disregards pertaining to schemes and payments under the auspices of her Department; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45668/15]

17/12/2015WRB04700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am pleased that 
this Government will be increasing the National Minimum Wage for the second time from 
January 2016, up from €8.65 to €9.15 per hour.

I am also introducing the tapered PRSI Credit as part of Budget 2016, to address a signifi-
cant issue with the manner in which charging PRSI impacts those on lower weekly earnings.  
This will also benefit many of those gaining from the increase in the minimum wage.  

Currently Class A employees become liable to pay PRSI on all earnings, once weekly earn-
ings exceed €352.01.  This creates a “step effect” as net income reduces immediately by the full 
4% PRSI charge applied to all earnings.  This means that a €0.01 increase in weekly earnings of 
€352 attracts a weekly PRSI charge of €14.08.  The introduction of the PRSI Credit will address 
the “step effect” by reducing the actual amount of PRSI charged, for those earning between 
€352.01 and €424 in a week.  At weekly earnings of €352.01 the maximum PRSI Credit of €12 
will reduce the PRSI charge payable from €14.08 to €2.08.

The Family Income Supplement (FIS) income thresholds will also increase by €5 for fami-
lies with one child and €10 for families with two or more children thereby benefitting lower 
income households.

The income disregards for means tested schemes are being fully maintained for all schemes.  
In the case of Jobseeker’s Transition, the income disregards for earnings from employment will 
increase from €60 to €90 and the taper will reduce from 60% to 50%.

17/12/2015WRB04800Ministerial Advisers Remuneration



17 December 2015

213

17/12/2015WRB0490046. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the name, 
position and annual salary awarded to her special advisers; the details of requests for increases 
above the special adviser pay cap as set by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45670/15]

17/12/2015WRB05000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There are four spe-
cial advisers employed in the Department of Social Protection.  The details sought by the Dep-
uty in respect of these Special Advisers are show in the following table.

Name Position Annual Salary
Edward Brophy Chief of Staff to the Tánaiste €144,550
Terry Quinn* Economic Advisor to the Tánaiste €114,424
Claire Power Special Advisor to the Tánaiste €79,401
Karen O Connell Special Advisor to the Tánaiste €78,670
* Secondment from the Central Bank on existing terms and conditions

With regard to salaries awarded above the maximum of the special adviser scale, the Min-
ister for Public Expenditure and Reform sanctioned a single salary point of €144,550 in respect 
of Mr. Edward Brophy effective from his appointment to his current role on 4 July 2014.  The 
salary sanctioned is significantly lower than that which he was earning in the private sector 
before taking up his appointment in the Department.

17/12/2015WRB05100School Meals Programme

17/12/2015WRB0520047. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection why a 
school (details supplied) in County Donegal did not qualify for the full grant applied for under 
the school meal (local projects) scheme for 2015-2016; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [45741/15]

17/12/2015WRB05300Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Kevin Humphreys): 
The school meals programme provides funding towards the provision of food services to some 
1,700 schools and organisations which benefits approximately 217,000 children at a total cost 
of €39 million.  An additional €3 million was allocated to the programme as part of Budget 
2016, bringing the total allocation to €42 million in 2016.

There are two schemes operated under the school meals programme.  The first scheme is 
the urban school meals scheme which is operated by local authorities and part-financed by the 
Department.  The second is the school meals local projects scheme through which funding is 
provided directly to participating schools and local and voluntary community groups who run 
their own school meals projects.  There were over 1,390 schools, preschools and other groups 
participating in the school meals local projects scheme in the academic year 2014/2015.

The school referred to by the Deputy was allocated funding of €800 under the school meals 
local projects scheme in the 2014/15 academic year in respect of lunch for 12 pupils.  The 
school applied for a significant increase in funding for the current academic year, 2015/16, 
requesting an allocation of €4,095 for 15 pupils.  An increase of some 20% was provided in 
respect of the current academic year bringing the total allocation to €960 for 2015/16.

The Principal of the school has requested that the funding is re-examined and the matter is 
currently being reviewed by the Department.  The Department will be in contact with the Prin-
cipal directly regarding this matter.
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17/12/2015WRB05400School Meals Programme

17/12/2015WRB0550048. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the ap-
peal process under the school meal (local projects) scheme for 2015-2016. [45742/15]

17/12/2015WRB05600Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Kevin Humphreys): 
The school meals programme provides funding towards the provision of food services to some 
1,700 schools and organisations which benefits approximately 217,000 children at a total cost 
of €39 million.  An additional €3 million was allocated to the programme as part of Budget 
2016, bringing the total allocation to €42 million in 2016. 

There are two schemes operated under the school meals programme.  The first scheme is 
the urban school meals scheme which is operated by local authorities and part-financed by the 
Department.  The second is the school meals local projects scheme through which funding is 
provided directly to participating schools and local and voluntary community groups who run 
their own school meals projects.  There were over 1,390 schools, preschools and other groups 
participating in the school meals local projects scheme in the academic year 2014/2015. 

The school meals (local projects) scheme is a non-statutory scheme and is not covered under 
social welfare legislation.  It is one of a number of social welfare schemes which operates on an 
administrative basis.  Administrative schemes are not appealable under social welfare legisla-
tion. 

However, where a person is dissatisfied with a decision on school meals funding they can 
request to have it reviewed by another officer.  This review will be carried out by an officer not 
involved in the original decision.

17/12/2015WRB05700Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

17/12/2015WRB0580049. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her views 
on the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 8 who has been informed of non-entitlement 
to the Christmas bonus; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45743/15]

17/12/2015WRB05900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department has 
reviewed this matter.  Any person who has been in receipt of supplementary welfare allowance 
and then transfers to jobseeker’s allowance is entitled to the Christmas bonus payment if they 
have a combined duration of over 390 days in payment from the two schemes.  Payment of the 
Christmas bonus has been authorised in respect of the person concerned.

17/12/2015WRB06000Ministerial Staff

17/12/2015WRB0610050. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the num-
ber of political staff working in her Department, including the role and salary of each staff 
member. [45792/15]

17/12/2015WRB06200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There are 12 politi-
cal staff working in my Department.  Details requested by the Deputy are set out in the follow-
ing table.

Political Appointments in the Department of Social Protection
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Name Position held Annual salary
Edward Brophy * Chief of Staff to the Tánaiste €144,550
Terry Quinn ** Economic Advisor to the Tánaiste €114,424
Claire Power Special Advisor to the Tánaiste €79,401
Karen O Connell Special Advisor to the Tánaiste €78,670
Laura Bambrick Personal Assistant to the Tánaiste €49,794
Elaine Dooley Personal Secretary to the Tánaiste €38,945
Paul Deane Communications Executive €47,458
Colm Lawless Correspondence Co-ordinator €38,945
Mary O Reilly Personal Secretary to the Minister of 

State
€49,405

Cathal McCann Personal Assistant to the Minister of 
State

€52,411

Vincent Cahill Civilian Driver to the Minister of State €32,964
Paul Neville Civilian Driver to the Minister of State €32,964
* The salary sanctioned is significantly lower than that which he was earning in the private 

sector before taking up his appointment in the Department.   

** On secondment from the Central Bank

17/12/2015WRB06300Illness Benefit Payments

17/12/2015WRB0640051. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
ensure payment due to a person (details supplied) who is now deceased is paid to that person’s 
spouse without delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45795/15]

17/12/2015WRB06500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for 
illness benefit from the person concerned was made from 24 Nov 2015.  From 6 January 2014 
no illness benefit payment is made for the first 6 days of illness.  This means that a person con-
cerned would not have been entitled to illness benefit for the first 6 days of their claim.  The 
person concerned passed away on 29 November 2015, illness benefit is therefore not payable 
for this claim.

There is no record in my department of an application for widower’s contributory pension 
(WCP) having been received from the spouse of the person concerned.  Therefore, I have ar-
ranged for an application form to issue to them.  On receipt of the completed application, en-
titlement to WCP will be examined and the spouse of the person concerned will be notified of 
the outcome.

17/12/2015WRB06600Legislative Process RIA

17/12/2015WRB0670052. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
number of Bills her Department has published since 9 March 2011; the number and Title of 
those Bills in respect of which a regulatory impact assessment was done in advance of publica-
tion; the regulatory impact assessments published; the number of promised Bills for publica-
tion; the Bills that will include a regulatory impact assessment; the regulatory impact assess-
ments that will be published before publication of the relevant Bill; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [45814/15]
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17/12/2015WRB06800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I have published 
fourteen Bills since taking office, all of which have been enacted.  Details of these Bills are set 
out in the following table.

Regulatory Impact Analyses (RIAs) are undertaken by the Department of Social Protection 
in accordance with the relevant guidelines published by the Department of the Taoiseach relat-
ing to significant legislative, policy and other changes.  

A Regulatory Impact Analysis is not ordinarily undertaken on the package of tax, welfare 
and other measures announced in the annual Budget Day Statements.  As most of the Social 
Welfare Bills which have been published since March 2011 have provided for the implemen-
tation of various budgetary measures, RIAs have not been considered necessary in relation to 
these measures.  Social Welfare Bills also provide for a range of other miscellaneous and tech-
nical amendments to the social welfare code and these types of amendments are not considered 
amenable to the undertaking of an RIA.

Regulatory Impact Analyses have been undertaken in relation to significant non-budgetary 
matters reflected in certain Bills.  Two such RIAs have been published since March 2011.  One 
of these RIAs relates to amendments to the funding standard applying to defined benefit pension 
schemes, which were provided for in Part 3 of the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2012.  This 
RIA is available at http://www.welfare.ie/en/downloads/riapension.pdf.

The other RIA relates to the measures to provide for the transposition of certain aspects of 
Directive 2010/41/EU on the principle of equal treatment between men and women engaged 
in an activity in a self-employed capacity, in so far as they relate to ensuring that the spouse or 
civil partner of a self-employed worker can benefit from social protection in accordance with 
national law.  The amendments necessary to transpose these provisions are contained in section 
19 of the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2014.  This RIA is available at http://www.welfare.
ie/en/downloads/RIADirective2010-41-EU.pdf.

In addition, Part 4 of the Social Welfare and Pensions (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2013 
implemented the recommendations of the Critical Review of the Pensions Board.  This review, 
which involved a public consultation process, was carried out under the Public Service Reform 
plan.  This review is available at http://www.welfare.ie/en/pressoffice/pdf/Report-of-the-Criti-
cal-Review-23-April-2013.pdf.

Part 3 of the Social Welfare and Pensions (No. 2) Act 2013 provided for changes in the man-
ner in which the resources of a defined benefit pension scheme are distributed on the wind up 
of a pension scheme.  On the publication of this Bill, the Department of Social Protection also 
published a report by Mercer on the changes to occupational pensions.  This report undertook 
a detailed modelling exercise of different approaches to the changes to the order of priority 
given to the disbursement of assets when a defined benefit pension scheme winds up.  This 
is available at http://www.welfare.ie/en/downloads/Mercer-Review-of-Pension-Scheme-Wind-
Up-Priority.pdf.  

In the period since March 2011 I have also published three Bills relating to civil registra-
tion matters which were subsequently enacted.  The Civil Registration (Amendment) Act 2012 
provided for an extension of the list of bodies authorised to solemnise marriages.  The Civil 
Registration (Amendment) Act 2014 provided for various matters relating to the registration of 
life events in the State.  The Gender Recognition Act 2015 provided for the formal legal recog-
nition of a person’s preferred gender.  These pieces of legislation were the subject of significant 
consultation and engagement and, therefore, RIAs were not considered necessary.  

I do not intend to publish any further Bills before the Dáil is dissolved in early 2016. 
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Bills Initiated by Minister for Social Protection since March 2011

Title of Bill Status RIA Undertaken
Social Welfare and Pensions 
Bill 2011

Enacted on 29th June 2011 
as the Social Welfare and 
Pensions Act 2011  

Not considered necessary

Social Welfare Bill 2011 Enacted on 19th December 
2011 as the Social Welfare 
Act 2011  

Not considered necessary

Social Welfare and Pensions 
Bill 2012

Enacted on 1st May 2012 as 
the Social Welfare and Pen-
sions Act 2012  

RIA undertaken on Part 3 of 
Act

Social Welfare Bill 2012 Enacted on 21st December 
2012 as the Social Welfare 
Act 2012

Not considered necessary

Civil Registration (Amend-
ment) Bill 2012

Enacted on 26th December 
2012 as the Civil Registra-
tion (Amendment) Act 2012

Not considered necessary

Social Welfare and Pensions 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Bill 2013

Enacted on 28th June 2013 
as the Social Welfare and 
Pensions (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2013

Not considered necessary

Social Welfare and Pensions 
Bill 2013

Enacted on 9th November 
2013 as the Social Welfare 
and Pensions Act 2013

Not considered necessary

Social Welfare and Pensions 
(No. 2) Bill 2013

Enacted on 25th December 
2013 as the Social Welfare 
and Pensions (No. 2) Act  
2013

Not considered necessary

Social Welfare and Pensions 
Bill 2014

Enacted on 17th July 2014 
as the Social Welfare and 
Pensions Act 2014

RIA undertaken on section 
19 of Bill

Civil Registration (Amend-
ment) Bill 2014

Enacted on 4th December 
2014 as the Civil Registra-
tion (Amendment) Act 2014

Not considered necessary

Social Welfare and Pensions 
(No. 2) Bill 2014 

Enacted on 25th  December 
2014 as the Social Welfare 
and Pensions (No. 2) Act 
2014

Not considered necessary

Social Welfare (Miscella-
neous Provisions) Bill 2015

Enacted on 6th May 2015 
as the Social Welfare (Mis-
cellaneous Provisions) Act 
2015

Not considered necessary

Gender Recognition Bill 
2014

Enacted on 22nd of July 
2015 as the Gender Recog-
nition Act 2015

Not considered necessary

Social Welfare and Pensions 
Bill 2015 

Enacted on 16th December 
2015 as the Social Welfare 
and Pensions Act 2015

Not considered necessary
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17/12/2015WRB06900Pension Provisions

17/12/2015WRB0700053. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
reason payment of a United Kingdom widow’s pension for a person (details supplied) in County 
Dublin ceased; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45844/15]

17/12/2015WRB07100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person con-
cerned is in receipt of the maximum rate of Irish widow’s contributory pension, for a person 
aged under 66, from the Department.  Additionally, the person concerned receives a weekly 
payment under the national fuel scheme.

If the person concerned has an enquiry about their UK pension, it should be directed to the 
authority with responsibility for United Kingdom pensions which is the Department of Work 
and Pensions, Overseas Benefits Directorate, Tyne View Park, Whitley Road, Benton, Newcas-
tle-on-Tyne NE98 IBA, United Kingdom (Telephone 0044 191 217 7777).

17/12/2015WRB07200Community Services Programme

17/12/2015WRB0730054. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her plans 
to increase current funding levels awarded to service providers under the community services 
programme as a result of the increases to the minimum wage, which is to come into effect from 
1 January 2016; if she is aware of the need for additional funding to be made available under 
the programme in order for service providers to cover the cost of this increase in staff wages; if 
a failure to increase funding in line with increased staff payments will place additional financial 
pressures on already struggling service providers; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [45898/15]

17/12/2015WRB07400Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Kevin Humphreys): 
The Department of Social Protection supports service provision through a number of pro-
grammes and schemes.  The Community Services Programme (CSP) supports community com-
panies that operate on a community business or social enterprise model.  Companies supported 
by the CSP generate and use income from the services they provide to pay staff, meet overhead 
costs and to contribute to future development.  The CSP provides a contribution to the wage 
cost on the basis that the services are not fully self-financing or the cost of provision would be 
prohibitive on users.

Currently, there are 398 active contracts in place with community companies at a cost of 
€42 million per annum.  The Programme directly supports 2,110 full-time positions.  Of these 
positions, a financial contribution of €32,000 per annum is made to support the employment 
of managers, of which there are 312 currently.  Funds are also provided as a contribution to 
the cost of employing people in some 1,800 full-time equivalent positions.  The Department 
estimates that some 2,800 people are employed across these companies with direct CSP sup-
port.  Another 1,100 people are employed in these companies without public funding support.  
Additionally, the companies provide some 1,500 work placements through CE, the Rural Social 
Scheme and Tús.  These companies are valuable to the social fabric of the country and provide 
very good quality services, particularly in poorer urban areas and rural villages where services 
are not widely available. 

Since the CSP became operational in 2006, it has helped companies to move from a situa-
tion where the minimum wage was paid to a position today where 60% of employees are paid 
above this level.  The Department is committed to working with the remaining companies to 
work towards paying a reasonable wage.  The resurgent economy will support this move.  A 
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core requirement of the Programme is that service providers generate non-public revenues from 
their operations by the sale of goods, charging fees for services delivered or fundraising.  

Companies in contract with CSP must be not-for-profit, social enterprise or community 
business in nature.  This does not mean that they should not aspire to make reasonable returns 
from their activities that allow for a good wage to be paid.  The CSP operates very clearly on 
the basis that it provides a “contribution only” to offset the wage costs of service provision.  
However, it is entirely a matter for each service provider to set their own wage levels.  

The Deputies should note that some 45% of non-management staff are paid the minimum 
wage in companies in contract to the CSP, contrary to the requirements of the programme to pay 
the local pay rate.  Ten percent were paid above the proposed living wage of €11.50 per hour 
and the remaining 45% are paid between these ranges.  The development of the Programme 
and the companies in recent years has ensured that the majority of companies do not continue 
to operate with a low pay model.  

The Department is working with Pobal to put in place arrangements that will allow compa-
nies to apply in a structured manner to access short-term financial support, if that is needed to 
deal with the issues identified.  The arrangements which are being prepared will be notified to 
companies early in the New Year.

17/12/2015WRB07500Dental Services Expenditure

17/12/2015WRB0760055. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
cost of the dental treatment benefit scheme and the number of persons who will benefit in 2015; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45932/15]

17/12/2015WRB07700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The dental benefit 
scheme has been availed of by 312,659 people during 2015.  The total amount paid out on the 
scheme in 2015 to date has been €10.3 million.

17/12/2015WRC00Question No. 56 answered with Question No. 43.

Question No. 57 answered with Question No. 44.

17/12/2015WRC00300Data Protection

17/12/2015WRC0040058. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
number of data protection breaches reported in her Department this year; the action she has 
taken to address these breaches; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45935/15]

17/12/2015WRC00500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): To date this year, 
there have been a total of 42 reports of data protection breaches and suspected breaches to the 
Department of Social Protection. 

In 18 of the 42 cases investigations were/are being conducted into alleged deliberate unau-
thorised access and/or disclosure of customers’ personal data by staff members.  In 10 of these 
cases no evidence was found of a data breach and 8 cases are still under investigation.

In the remaining 24 cases, data breaches occurred where customer information was errone-
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ously and inadvertently disclosed to third parties (e.g., letters incorrectly addressed).  In each 
case, efforts were immediately made to secure the compromised data, and the affected custom-
ers were informed.  They were issued with a letter of unreserved apology and informed of their 
entitlement to contact the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner if they so wished.  Local 
management examined work practices that led to the error being made and put measures in 
place to prevent a recurrence. 

In each of these incidents, the action taken to address the breach was consistent with the 
Data Protection Commissioner’s Personal Data Security Breach Code of Practice.  

While every data breach is a matter of great concern to the Department, the number of con-
firmed breaches should be viewed in the context of the scale of the Department’s business; dur-
ing 2014, a total of 1.9 million applications were processed by the Department, a similar figure 
to that which is expected to be returned for 2015. 

The Department takes its responsibilities in relation to data protection very seriously.  Every 
effort is made to ensure that personal customer data is used solely for business purposes and 
that it is not compromised in any way.  The Department has data protection and information se-
curity policies, standards, procedures and guidelines in place governing the use of its computer 
systems and customer data.  

All members of staff of the Department are regularly reminded of their data protection obli-
gations and the consequences of not adhering to policies such as loss of pay increment(s), loss 
of entitlement to enter promotional competitions and dismissal.  Staff members are required to 
sign annual undertakings that they have read, and will act in accordance with, data protection 
policies and guidelines. 

A high-level working group is in place to examine, and progress, all aspects of data protec-
tion compliance in the Department.

In June the Department ran its annual Data Protection Awareness Week for staff.  Activities 
this year included a very effective short video on social engineering which was developed in-
house and made available to all staff; a data protection newsletter issued to all staff; presenta-
tions were made to hundreds of staff nationwide and posters were exhibited in headquarter and 
local offices drawing attention to the importance of securing customers’ personal data.

17/12/2015WRC00600Pensions Insolvency Payments Scheme

17/12/2015WRC0070059. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
is aware of any double insolvency pension schemes whereby compensation will be payable to 
former members; if she has estimated the potential liability to the State in such circumstances; 
the action she plans to take in this regard; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[45962/15]

17/12/2015WRC00800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
and Pensions Act 2009 provided for the establishment by the Minister for Finance of a Pensions 
Insolvency Payments scheme (PIPS) to provide for the payment of pensions, in the event of 
the wind up of a pension scheme where both the employer and the scheme are insolvent, at less 
cost than through traditional annuities, thereby making more scheme assets available for the 
pensions of those yet to retire. 

Application for pension payments under this scheme would give an indication of the num-
ber of double insolvencies arising in the period since the date of enactment and which may 
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make a claim against the State.  The following lists the schemes which have applied to the Pen-
sions Authority for certification as an eligible scheme for payment under PIPs.

Application for Pension Insolvency Payments scheme

Date Wind Up Employer Pensioners Actives Deferred
29/06/12 Protim Abrasives Ltd 17 0 45
19/07/12 Glencullen Holdings Ltd 18 17 71
01/12/10 Mc Cormick MacNaughton Limited 3 8 12
31/03/12 BHT Group Ltd 117 62 259
28/06/11 McConnell Group Ltd 13 0 41
28/06/11 McConnell Group Ltd 3 0 1
31/03/09 Waterford Crystal Ltd 162 262 337
31/03/09 Waterford Crystal Ltd 475 269 544
30/06/09 Waterford Wedgewood PLC 22 1 5
15/01/2013 Curragh Tintawn Carpets 40 77 37
22/10/2012 Co-Operative Poultry Products 0 0 58
The Minister for Finance has made provision through the pension levy to meet any liability 

that might arise in a double insolvency occurring since the ECJ ruling in the Robins case.

The Social Welfare and Pensions (No. 2) Act 2013 amended the Pensions Act 1990 to ad-
dress double insolvencies occurring after the 25 December 2013.  No claim has yet been made 
in respect of any double insolvencies occurring since the enactment of the 2013 legislation. 

17/12/2015WRC00900Youth Guarantee

17/12/2015WRC0100060. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the sta-
tus of the implementation of the Youth Guarantee, including the number of participants; the 
number of these who have received employment through the guarantee; and the amount spent 
implementing the guarantee to date. [46006/15]

17/12/2015WRC01100Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Kevin Humphreys): 
The Government’s primary strategy to tackle youth unemployment is to create the environment 
for a strong economic recovery by promoting competitiveness and productivity. Economic re-
covery will underpin jobs growth and the availability of productive employment for young 
people.   

The Government recognises that as the recovery takes hold, there is a need for additional 
measures to ensure that as many as possible of the jobs created are taken up by jobseekers and 
young jobseekers in particular.  This is the rationale behind the Government’s Pathways to 
Work strategy and the Youth Guarantee Implementation Plan.

Within this framework, the Youth Guarantee sets a medium-term objective of ensuring that 
young people receive an offer of employment, education or training within four months of 
becoming unemployed. The main plank of the guarantee is assistance to young people in find-
ing and securing sustainable jobs.  There is monthly engagement with all young jobseekers.  
For those who do not find employment, additional offers are provided for.  Most such offers 
(over 70%) are in further education or training.  Others are in community-based employment 
programmes such as CE, Gateway and Tus, or through the JobsPlus employment subsidy for 
private employment. 
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Overall, the Youth Guarantee provided nearly 25,000 places for young people in 2014.  This 
figure excludes some 24,000 places provided for young people through PLC courses and ap-
prenticeships.  These PLC and apprenticeship places, together with the wide range of vocational 
third-level courses provided for the young, although not reserved for unemployed jobseekers, 
nevertheless contribute to the spirit of the guarantee. 

The following table details the expected full year intake on relevant programmes for 2015 
as well the actual number of starters up to the most recent date for which data are available.  

Youth Guarantee Progress 2015 Starters

Programme Expected full-year 
intake

2015 informa-
tion to date

Note

Youthreach/Community 
Training Centres

3,300 2,168 As of end November 
2015 (CTCs), May 2015 
(Youthreach)

JobBridge   5,000 2,120 As of mid December 
2015

Tús 1,000  1,070 As of end September 
2015

JobsPlus (including 
JobPlus Youth)

1,500 721 As of end October 2015

Momentum 2,000 1,053 As of mid December 
2015

BTEA (excl Momen-
tum)

3,300 N/A   

BTWEA 200 151 As of end September 
2015

VTOS 500 N/A Enrolment begins in 
September

Former FÁS/SOLAS* 9500 6,409 Based on Specific Skills 
Training, Traineeship, 
Bridging and Local 
Training Initiative start-
ers end November 2015.

County Enterprise 
Board Youth Entrepre-
neurship Training and 
Mentoring supports.

700 N/A This programme has 
been superseded by 
Ireland’s Best Young 
Entrepreneur 2014/5 
competition

Micro Finance Ireland 
micro-loans for young 
people.

150 N/A Age-specific break-
downs not yet available.

International Work Ex-
perience and Training

250 8 As of mid December 
2015

Gateway 450 272 As of end September 
2015

Community Employ-
ment

500 686                               As of mid December 
2015



17 December 2015

223

Programme Expected full-year 
intake

2015 informa-
tion to date

Note

Total 28,350 14,650 Excluding where figures 
are not available

*FÁS – Former Training and Employment Authority/SOLAS – Further Education and 
Training Authority

*NB The figures above refer to the cumulative starters under 25 upon entry to the pro-
gramme, from 1st January 2015.

Direct measures of employment from the Youth Guarantee process are unavailable. How-
ever, of the 61,000 young people entering full unemployment in 2014, 26,200 had exited to 
employment by June 2015, while an additional 8,100 exits were to unknown destinations, of 
which a significant proportion are likely to be to employment.  An additional 3,600 took up edu-
cation while 8,800 took up training opportunities.  The expectation is that most of those taking 
up education and training opportunities will find employment on completion of the programmes 
involved.

Annual expenditure on the core programmes identified in the Youth Guarantee Implementa-
tion Plan was estimated at approximately €336 million for 2014, with a further expenditure on 
other relevant programmes (Apprenticeship and PLC courses) of €192 million.  Actual expen-
diture on participation by young people on this range of programmes in 2015 will depend on the 
ultimate take-up of places, and can be estimated only after the end of the financial year.

17/12/2015WRC01200Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

17/12/2015WRC0130061. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the cost of 
introducing a derogation from the habitual residency clause for returning emigrants. [46011/15]

17/12/2015WRC0140062. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the cost 
of altering the habitual residence test for social protection eligibility for those returning to care 
for elderly relatives by applying the habitual residence test to the elderly relative as opposed to 
the returning emigrant. [46012/15]

17/12/2015WRC01500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 61 and 62 together.

My Department does not maintain data on the number of returning emigrants who claim a 
Social Welfare payment to which the statutory Habitual Residence Condition applies.  There-
fore it is not possible to estimate a cost of amending the provision as suggested by the Deputy.

17/12/2015WRC01600State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

17/12/2015WRC0170063. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection to consider 
the apparent anomaly raised by a person (details supplied) in County Cork regarding the State 
pension (contributory); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46016/15]

17/12/2015WRC01800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The social welfare 
system is primarily a contingency-based system, with entitlement based on a number of defined 
contingencies such as sickness, unemployment, old age or widowhood.
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There are two basic principles which underpin the Irish social insurance system.  Firstly 
there is the contributory principle.  Under this principle there is a link between the PRSI con-
tributions that a person has paid and entitlement to a varying range of benefits and pensions.  
Where a person has sufficient PRSI contributions, then benefits and pensions may be paid, 
subject to legislative provisions, where a particular contingency arises and without a means test.

Secondly there is the solidarity principle.  Under this principle the benefits and pensions 
that are paid are not directly related to the amount of PRSI contributions paid by insured per-
sons.  PRSI contribution income is instead redistributed to support contributors who are more 
vulnerable.  In this regard, it should be noted that some PRSI contributors do not experience all 
of the contingencies during their life.  For example, one contributor may never require access 
to Invalidity Pension whereas it may be a crucial support for another.  It should also be noted 
that access to Widow’s/Widower’s/Surviving Civil Partner’s Contributory Pension is available 
to those who have been married or in a civil partnership only, and that scheme will not benefit 
someone who has been single all their life.

To qualify for a Widow’s or Widower’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s (Contributory) Pension, 
either the person claiming or their late spouse or civil partner must have a certain number of 
PRSI contributions.  All the PRSI requirements must be met on one person’s record - one may 
not combine the contributions of either spouses or civil partners.  All must have been made be-
fore the death of the spouse or civil partner.  Virtually all PRSI contributions count towards this 
pension, including contributions paid by public servants and the self-employed. 

The purpose of the pension system is to provide a person with an adequate income.  The 
rate of payment is set with this objective in mind, and the fact that there are a number of ways 
one can qualify for such a pension does not mean someone may qualify for multiple pensions.  
There is, therefore, a principle of one person, one payment, which generally applies across 
the whole of the social welfare system.  Given the contingency-based nature of this system, 
it can happen that a person may experience more than one contingency at the same time.  For 
example, an unemployed person may become sick.  As a consequence, if a person experiences 
more than one of these contingencies at the same time, he or she can receive only one of those 
payments.  This principle is common to social security systems across the world.

While there may be other arrangements regarding private pensions, those pensions would 
not generally have the solidarity based provisions common to social welfare pensions, nor the 
high level of State subsidy which exists for schemes financed by the Social Insurance Fund.

Amending the State pensions system, to allow two pensions be paid to one person, would 
be a significant change to the system, providing one person with the pension income of two 
people, and would greatly increase the cost of the scheme.  This extra cost would have to be 
financed from either an increase in the rate of PRSI contributions, an increase in the Exchequer 
subvention to the scheme, or a reduction in the rate of payments.  I have no plans to introduce 
such a change.

17/12/2015WRC01900JobPath Implementation

17/12/2015WRC0200064. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
per-client fee that Seetec or Turas Nua will receive at the different stages. [46030/15]

17/12/2015WRC0210065. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
per-client fee for the harder-to-place category and for the easier-to-place category. [46031/15]

17/12/2015WRC02200Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Kevin Humphreys): 
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I propose to take Questions Nos. 64 and 65 together. 

JobPath is a new approach to employment activation that will support people who are long-
term unemployed and those most at risk of becoming long-term unemployed to secure and 
sustain paid employment.  Following the completion of a public procurement process, two 
companies were selected to provide the JobPath service - Turas Nua and Seetec.

It is not intended to publish the individual fees that are payable to the JobPath companies as 
these are commercially sensitive and to do so would place the State at a disadvantage both in 
terms of the contracts now in place and any future procurement that may be undertaken.

17/12/2015WRC02300Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

17/12/2015WRC0240066. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her views 
on extending the Christmas bonus to recipients of illness benefit who have been on this payment 
on a long-term basis, having qualified under the pre-2009 rules; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [46050/15]

17/12/2015WRC02500103. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection why 
persons who are on short term jobseeker’s allowance who were recently on JobBridge are not 
eligible for the Christmas bonus whereas persons who are on JobBridge and are coming off a 
jobseeker’s payment are eligible for the Christmas bonus; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [46362/15]

17/12/2015WRC02600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 66 and 103 together.

The Christmas Bonus was abolished by the previous Government in 2009.  Last year, I par-
tially re-introduced a 25% bonus, and this year, I was pleased to announce a 75% bonus for over 
1.2 million long-term social welfare recipients, such as pensioners, people with disabilities, 
carers and long-term jobseekers.  Illness Benefit was never eligible for the bonus in the past and 
similar arrangements apply this year. 

While the short-term Illness Benefit scheme is not eligible for the bonus, recipients of long-
term disability payments are eligible.  In this regard, persons who are permanently incapable 
of work may be eligible for the non-means tested Invalidity Pension (subject to satisfying the 
relevant medical criteria).  Persons who are substantially restricted in undertaking suitable em-
ployment arising from a medical condition may be eligible for the means tested Disability Al-
lowance (subject to the relevant medical criteria).  All recipients of both of these payments are 
eligible for the Christmas Bonus. 

The introduction of new employment and internship schemes such as JobBridge, Tús and 
Gateway has given rise to a number of complex issues in relation to the 15 months requirement 
for Jobseeker’s Allowance recipients to qualify for the bonus.  Any jobseeker who was previ-
ously on JobBridge and who has not received the bonus should contact the local office who will 
examine their entitlement.

17/12/2015WRC02700Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

17/12/2015WRC0280067. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
she will increase rent support for a person (details supplied) in County Kildare whose landlord 
has increased the person’s rent to €1,250 per calendar month; and if she will make a statement 
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on the matter. [46069/15]

17/12/2015WRC02900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I refer the Deputy 
to Parliamentary Question No. 227 of 20 October 2015.  The client concerned has not, to date, 
provided the Department with the required documentation outlined in response to the previous 
Parliamentary Question.

17/12/2015WRC03000Social Welfare Benefits Reviews

17/12/2015WRC0310068. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will ensure persons whose payment from social protection is subject to a review are given an 
opportunity to respond to the questions raised before having their payments terminated, which 
can result in considerable hardship for families; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[46072/15]

17/12/2015WRC03200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As the Deputy is 
aware all social welfare claims are subject to ongoing review to ensure that the conditions of the 
relevant schemes continue to be met and where relevant, that the customer continues to satisfy 
a means test.  Reviews can be triggered in many ways such as by way of a change in circum-
stances notified to the Department by a customer, information received by the Department from 
a third party or by way of a general review after a certain amount of time.

Reviews can take many forms but would normally include a review of the basic conditions 
of the scheme and possibly a review of the customer’s means.  Where a general scheme review 
form issues to a customer, it would be normal practice for the Department to accept the informa-
tion contained on the form, as completed by the customer.

It is not the practice of my Department to terminate any payment without first contacting the 
relevant customer and requesting all relevant information.   

Where the outcome of a review is to increase, reduce or terminate a payment, the customer 
is given details of the decision in writing.  At the request of the customer, this decision can be 
subject to review by another officer or may be appealed to the independent Social Welfare Ap-
peals Office.    

Anyone who is under financial pressure can apply for Supplementary Welfare Allowance 
which is subject to a means test and other qualifying conditions.

17/12/2015WRC03300Community Welfare Services

17/12/2015WRC0340069. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
locations at which community welfare officers attend in County Kildare and the duration of 
such attendance in each area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46073/15]

17/12/2015WRC03500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Delivery of Com-
munity Welfare Services in South Kildare, supported by an Integrated Reception service in 
Newbridge Intreo Centre, is operated through a telephone, postal and appointments based ser-
vice.  All customer contacts are responded to within one working day.  Home visits or appoint-
ments are facilitated where necessary.  Telephone lines are open at all times and contact details 
are set out in the following table.
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Area Contact Number
Athy - Castledermot 087 9138246
Dunlavin – Ballitore – Baltinglass 086 0202997
Monasterevin – Rathangan - Kildare 087 9638588
Newbridge – Curragh – Suncroft 086 7810420
Clane – Kilmeague – Prosperous – Robertstown – 
Allenwood

087 2950536

Naas – Caragh – Sallins – Johnstown – Kill – Kilcul-
len

087 7806165

Persons awaiting Jobseeker’s or One Parent Family 
Payment Claims at Newbridge Intreo Centre

087 6473528

In North Kildare, Community Welfare Services are based in Maynooth and Celbridge 
Health Centres, with an outreach service available in Kilcock Health Centre.  A phone service 
is available for the client to contact the Community Welfare Service and a home visit can be 
arranged where necessary.  The phone number for the clinics and emergency appointments in 
the Celbridge/Kilcock area is 01-6303100 and the number for the Maynooth and Leixlip areas 
is 01-6106143.  Clinic opening times are as set out in the following table.

Clinic Location Opening Times
Celbridge Health Centre Monday 10.00am – 12.00 pmThursday 

10.00am – 12.00pm
Maynooth Health Centre Tuesday 10.00am – 12.00 pmWednesday 

10.00am – 12.00pmThursday 10.00 am – 
12.00 pm

Kilcock Medical Centre (Outreach Clinic) Tuesday 10.00am -12.00 pm

17/12/2015WRC03600Social Welfare Benefits Data

17/12/2015WRC0370070. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the number 
of applicants for the carer’s allowance and the disability allowance; the number who were ini-
tially refused each of these allowances; the number who were granted the allowances on appeal; 
the administrative cost to her Department of the appeals process; the cost of processing each 
appeal in each year since 2011 to date in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [46080/15]

17/12/2015WRC03800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The number of car-
er’s allowance (CA) and disability allowance (DA) applications received and disallowed for the 
period from 2011 to the end of October 2015 as well as the number of appeals processed from 
2011 to the end of November 2015 are shown in the following tables.

Year CA claims 
received

CA claims 
Refused

CA Appeals 
Fully Al-
lowed

CA Appeals 
Partially Al-
lowed

CA Appeals 
Disallowed

2011 17,758 6,421 726 117 1,645
2012 15,493 8,603 651 135 786
2013 12,060 12,410 990 131 1,505
2014 15,171 8,688 1,240 177 1,451
2015 15,297 8,258 1,233 141 1,268
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Year DA claims 
received

DA claims 
Refused

DA Appeals 
Fully Allowed

DA Appeals Par-
tially Allowed

DA Appeals 
Disallowed

2011 24,264 14,116 1,699 131 2,928
2012 25,887 14,519 2,114 95 2,101
2013 20,538 14,691 3,882 84 2,842
2014 21,071 12,621 3,860 100 2,010
2015 20,925 14,333 3,102 80 1,599
I have been in touch with the Social Welfare Appeals Office which is independent of my 

Department and they have indicated that the administrative cost of the appeals process is not 
readily available.

17/12/2015WRC03900Family Income Supplement Payments

17/12/2015WRC0400071. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the average 
payment under the family income supplement scheme in 2016; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [46081/15]

17/12/2015WRC04100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The family income 
supplement (FIS) is designed to provide support for employees, with families, who have low 
earnings.

The estimated expenditure on FIS in 2015 is €349.2 million and at the end of November 
2015 FIS was being paid to 55,148 families.  The estimated expenditure for 2016 is €410.3 
million.

The current average weekly FIS payment is €131.50.  While an average weekly payment 
figure for 2016 is not currently available it is expected that the average payment will increase 
on foot of the increased income thresholds introduced in budget 2016.

17/12/2015WRC04200Family Income Supplement Eligibility

17/12/2015WRC0430072. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she has 
examined the feasibility of extending the family income supplement to those who are self-
employed; the cost of this; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46082/15]

17/12/2015WRC04400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The family income 
supplement (FIS) is an in-work support which provides an income top-up for employees on 
low earnings with children.  FIS is designed to prevent child and family poverty and to offer a 
financial incentive to take-up employment as compared to social welfare payments.  There are 
currently some 54,000 families with some 119,000 children in receipt of FIS.  Expenditure on 
FIS is estimated to be of the order of €349.2 million in 2015.

To qualify for payment of FIS, a person must be engaged in insurable employment which is 
expected to last for at least three months and be working for a minimum of 38 hours per fort-
night or 19 hours per week.  Therefore, self-employed people are not eligible for FIS.

There are a number of factors that would have to be taken in to account in any consideration 
of extending eligibility for FIS to include self-employed persons:

- the practical difficulties in defining and controlling an alternative to the hours worked 
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condition;

- establishing satisfactorily a self-employed person’s hours of employment and certifying 
this on an ongoing basis;

- existing arrangements to provide income support to self-employed people on low incomes, 
such as jobseeker’s allowance and farm assist for low-income farmers;

- the cost of extending the scheme to the self-employed would be considerable.

Given the above, I have no plans to extend FIS to the self-employed. 

I would bring the Deputy’s attention to the Back to Work Family Dividend, for which self-
employed people are eligible.  The scheme, which the Department of Social Protection intro-
duced in early 2015, helps families to move from social welfare into employment, including 
self-employment, by retaining their qualified child increase for up to two years.

17/12/2015WRC04500Jobseeker’s Benefit

17/12/2015WRC0460073. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the finan-
cial implications in 2016 of changing the eligibility for jobseeker’s benefit from days worked to 
number of hours worked over the course of a seven-day week; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [46083/15]

17/12/2015WRC0470074. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the finan-
cial implications of basing eligibility for jobseeker’s benefit on having worked 14 hours or less, 
21 hours or less and 28 hours or less per week; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[46084/15]

17/12/2015WRC0480088. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the full-year 
cost of replacing the three-day rule for the payment of jobseeker’s benefits with a sliding scale 
system determined by hours worked; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46211/15]

17/12/2015WRC04900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 73, 74 and 88 together.

The jobseeker’s benefit and jobseeker’s allowance schemes provide income support for 
people who have lost work and are unable to find alternative full-time employment.  The 2015 
Estimates for the Department provide for expenditure this year on the jobseekers’ schemes of 
€3.01 billion.

It is a fundamental qualifying condition of both schemes that a person must be fully unem-
ployed for four days in any period of seven consecutive days.  A person working four or more 
days a week will not qualify for a jobseeker’s payment, even if they work only a small number 
of hours on those days.

The Department does not collect data on the number of hours a jobseeker works as this in-
formation is not necessary to make a decision on an application for a jobseeker’s payment.  In 
this context the cost associated with moving the jobseeker’s benefit scheme to an hours-based 
system, as outlined by the Deputy, cannot be ascertained.

It is recognised that a changing labour market has resulted in a move away from more tra-
ditional work patterns, resulting in an increase in the number of persons employed for less than 
a full week.  However, any changes to the current criteria, such as moving to an hours based 
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system, could result in significant numbers of individuals becoming eligible for a jobseeker’s 
payment with substantial corresponding cost implications for the Exchequer.

17/12/2015WRC05000Social Welfare Benefits Data

17/12/2015WRC0510075. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the cost in 
2016 of increasing the disability allowance payment by €5, €6, €7, €9 and €12; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [46085/15]

17/12/2015WRC0520078. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the cost in 
2016 of increasing all working-age benefits and payments under the auspices of her Department 
by €3, €4, €5, €6, €7, €9 and €10 per week in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [46088/15]

17/12/2015WRC0530099. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the cost 
of increasing the fuel allowance from 26 to 32 weeks; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [46322/15]

17/12/2015WRC05400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 75, 78 and 99 together.

The estimated cost in 2016 of increasing the weekly rate of Disability Allowance by €5, €6, 
€7, €9 and €12 is detailed in the following table. 

Increase in the weekly rate Estimated Cost in 2016 (full year)
€5.00 €33.0 million
€6.00 €39.6 million
€7.00 €46.2 million
€9.00 €59.4 million
€12.00 €79.2 million
The estimated cost in 2016 of increasing all weekly working age payments (i.e. payments 

to recipients under the age of 66) by €3, €4, €5, €6, €7, €9 and €10 is detailed in the following 
table. 

Increase in the weekly rate Estimated Cost in 2016 (full year)
€3.00 €130.8 million
€4.00 €174.4 million
€5.00 €218.0 million
€6.00 €261.6 million
€7.00 €305.2 million
€9.00 €392.4 million
€10.00 €436.0 million
It should be noted that the costings that are listed in the tables above include, where relevant, 

proportionate increases for qualified adults and those on reduced rates of payments.

The estimated cost of increasing the fuel allowance by 6 weeks, from 26 to 32 weeks, in 
2016 and in a full year is €45.7 million.

17/12/2015WRC05500Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility
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17/12/2015WRC0560076. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the cost of 
extending jobseeker’s benefit to self-employed pay-related social insurance contributors; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [46086/15]

17/12/2015WRC05700107. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the cost 
of extending social protection supports to the self-employed and permitting such persons to 
opt into the existing class A structure, paying the rate corresponding to their income level. 
[46422/15]

17/12/2015WRC05800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 76 and 107 together.

Self –employed persons who earn €5,000 or more in a contribution year are liable for PRSI 
at the class S rate of 4%, subject to a minimum payment of €500.  These contributions en-
title them to access social insurance benefits, including State pension (contributory), widow/
widower or surviving civil partner’s (contributory) pension, guardians payment (contributory), 
maternity benefit and adoptive benefit.  In contrast, a combined employer and employee rate 
of 14.75% is paid in respect of class A employees, who can then access the full range of social 
insurance benefits, including jobseeker’s benefit. 

The most recent Actuarial Review of the Social Insurance Fund published in 2012 found 
that the effective annual rate of contribution for those on national average earnings, needed to 
provide the core full-rate State Pension (Contributory), (which is the main benefit currently 
available to self-employed contributors), is approximately 15%.  This compares favourably 
with the 4% rate currently paid by the self-employed.  The Review also found that: 

- An incremental increase in contribution rates from approximately 15% to 16% would be 
required if Jobseekers Benefit in addition to core State Pension (Contributory) is provided.

- The average contribution rate required for the core State Pension (Contributory) plus the 
Invalidity Pension is estimated to be in the region of 17%. 

Using a number of assumptions based on the existing population of contributors and ben-
eficiaries, the report estimated the full year incremental costs of extending Jobseekers Benefit 
and Invalidity Pension to the self-employed, stated in 2016 terms, to be €76m and €93m respec-
tively.  This was based on the assumption that the incidence rate of benefit is the same as that 
applying to the overall population and assuming the extended scheme reaches full “maturity” 
in terms of the numbers of additional beneficiaries with immediate effect.  Access to these 
benefits, and accordingly the costs associated with these benefits, would not arise in Year 1 as 
entitlement to such benefits can only be established on the basis of contributions paid in prior 
years.

In its 2013 report, the Advisory Group on Tax and Social Welfare considered issues related 
to extending social insurance coverage to the self-employed in order to establish whether or 
not such cover is technically feasible and financially sustainable, with the requirement that any 
proposals for change must be cost neutral.

The Group was not convinced that there was a need for the extension of social insurance for 
the self-employed to provide cover for Jobseeker’s Benefit.  It found that almost 9 out of every 
10 self-employed persons who claimed the means tested jobseekers allowance during the three-
year period from 2009-2011 received payment.  

The Group did, however, find that extending social insurance for the self-employed was 
warranted in cases relating to long term sickness or injuries, through the invalidity pension 
and partial capacity benefit schemes.  In this regard the Group recommended that the rate of 
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contribution for class S should be increased by at least 1.5 percentage points, payable on a 
compulsory basis only. 

The Advisory Group also examined the extension of social insurance benefits to the self-
employed on an optional basis.  It considered that allowing people a facility to opt in or out 
at their own discretion could lead to the selection of bad risks.  The whole principle of social 
insurance is social solidarity where everybody pays in and, if needed, cover is available.  Al-
lowing people to opt in or out could result in a negation of the social solidarity and contributory 
principles which underline the social insurance system. 

It is not possible to estimate the costs associated with those self-employed who might opt 
to pay Class A PRSI on a voluntary basis.  While I am anxious to expand the level of social 
insurance entitlement for the self-employed, any such change would have to be funded by an 
appropriate level of contribution.

17/12/2015WRC05900Labour Activation Measures

17/12/2015WRC0600077. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the average 
cost of activating a person who is unemployed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[46087/15]

17/12/2015WRC06100Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Kevin Humphreys): 
For each client the Department of Social Protection uses a different combination of the key ele-
ments of the activation model, according to the age (under or over 25), probability of exiting 
the live register (low, medium or high PEX score), length of unemployment (long term or short 
term). 

The first intervention occurs immediately after the client is selected for activation.  This 
takes the form of a Group Engagement session where a number of clients are called to a meet-
ing with DSP staff.  Following this the client is called for a one to one discussion with a case 
officer and a personal progression plan (PPP) is agreed.  After the one to one discussion the cli-
ent progresses according to the PPP.  The process will also include a series of activation review 
meetings for as long as the person remains wholly unemployed.  Following up on the PPP may 
include participation in a training/education course or in an employment or work experience 
programme.

There are many permutations in terms of routes through the activation process, and a mean-
ingful ‘average cost’ of activating a person who is unemployed cannot therefore be estimated.

Some indicative costs are however available for the Department of Social Protection acti-
vation programmes.  The cost for International Work Experience and training is €2531.73 per 
person.  The average payment per week for a JobBridge participant during 2015 is €233.33.  
This equates to €9,100 for a 9 month internship (39 weeks) or €6,067 for a 6 month internship 
(26 weeks).  The average weekly cost is €250.70 for Gateway, €264.36 for the Rural Social 
Scheme is and €253.09 for Tús.  The average cost for the Momentum 2 programme is expected 
to be €3,447 per participant.

Costs per participant on training and education programmes are a matter for the Department 
of Education and Skills.

Question No. 78 answered with Question No. 75.
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17/12/2015WRC06300Disability Allowance Applications

17/12/2015WRC0640079. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
has made a decision on an application for disability allowance by a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46126/15]

17/12/2015WRC06500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the 
department is in receipt of an application for disability allowance from the above named person 
on 30 November 2015.  The application will be processed as soon as possible.  On completion 
of the necessary investigations on all aspects of the claim a decision will be made and the per-
son concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

17/12/2015WRC06600Youth Guarantee

17/12/2015WRC0670080. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the full-
year cost of extending the Youth Guarantee to those under 25 years of age who are in receipt 
of disability allowance and are currently excluded from the guarantee; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [46134/15]

17/12/2015WRC06800Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Kevin Humphreys): 
The Government recognises the importance of increasing participation in employment for per-
sons with a disability.  To this end, the Department provides a wide range of work related sup-
ports, which in 2015 will cost an estimated €37 million solely for persons with a disability. 

The Government’s commitments to facilitating increased participation in employment for 
persons with a disability are reflected in the Comprehensive Employment Strategy.  In addi-
tion, under the Comprehensive Employment Strategy an interdepartmental group, under an 
independent chair, will review and make recommendations on ‘making work pay’ for people 
with disabilities through examination of the complex interactions between the benefit system, 
the additional costs associated with work for people with disabilities, and net income gains in 
employment.

In addition, a young person with a disability is at all times free to avail of the Intreo service 
on a voluntary basis and a complete range of activation supports for people with disabilities is 
available at Intreo Centres. 

Under the Youth Guarantee the main innovation in dealing with young people on jobseek-
ers’ payments relates to earlier engagement with this group than is normal under the general ac-
tivation arrangements for unemployed people through INTREO.  This means that young people 
on jobseekers’ payments are referred to a caseworker, are engaged with more systematically 
in terms of their rights and responsibilities, at an earlier date than older unemployed people.  
For such young jobseekers, engagement with activation measures through the Intreo service is 
mandatory. 

The current situation in respect of young people with disabilities who present at a DSP of-
fice needing activation/intervention type supports is that they are they are referred immediately 
to a caseworker within Intreo or at the Local Employment Service (LES).  For such young 
persons in receipt of disability/illness support payments, engagement with the Intreo service is 
on a voluntary basis.

A caseworker working with a young person with a disability can arrange access for that 
young client to the full range of services and programmes that are available to young people 
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on jobseekers’ payments.  This includes access to programmes such as JobBridge, the Back to 
Education Allowance, and Solas training for unemployed people.  The Department is also cur-
rently considering how people with disabilities might best be included in any future iteration of 
the Momentum programme.

Young people with a disability are thus not excluded from the programmes and services 
provided under the Youth Guarantee Implementation Plan. 

In addition, a caseworker dealing with a young person with a disability can arrange access 
to a range of additional services and supports that are specific to people with disabilities and are 
not available to other young jobseekers.  These services and supports are as follows.

EmployAbility

EmployAbility is an open labour market initiative providing disabled people with supports 
to help them access the open labour market.  It is implemented by sponsor organisations (Em-
ployAbility) on behalf of DSP who employ Job Coaches to provide a range of supports tailored 
to the individual needs of a jobseeker.  The ultimate objective is that the employee becomes 
independent of Job Coach support.

The Supported Employment Service under EmployAbility is an employment and recruit-
ment service to assist people with a disability to secure and maintain a job in the open labour 
market.  This Supported Employment Service provides a range of supports to employers and 
people with a disability, through Job Coaches.  The range of supports includes:

- Individual Needs Assessment

- Vocational Profiling and Career Planning

- Individual Employment Plan

- Job Sourcing and Job Matching

- On-the-Job Support and Coaching

- Advice and Support to Employers

- Follow-up Support and Mentoring to both Employers and Employees.

The Wage Subsidy Scheme (WSS)

The purpose of this demand - led programme is to increase the numbers of people with 
disabilities participating in the open labour market.  WSS provides financial incentives to em-
ployers, outside the public sector, to employ disabled people who work more than 20 hours per 
week.  The Scheme is structured in three strands.  The employer can benefit from one or all, 
simultaneously.

Strand I subsidy is a general subsidy for any perceived productivity shortfall in excess of 
20% for a disabled person, in comparison to a non-disabled peer.  An employee must work a 
minimum of 21 hours per week up to a maximum of 39 hours per week.  The rate of subsidy is 
€5.30 per hour and is based on the number of hours worked, giving a total annual subsidy avail-
able of €10,748 per annum based on 39 hour week. 

Strand II is based on the total number of disabled employees in a company, an employer can 
apply for a grant to cover additional costs ranging from an additional 10% for 3-6 employees to 
a maximum of 50% of the wage subsidy for 23+ disabled employees.
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Strand III is where 30 or more disabled people are employed, employers can avail of a grant 
of €30,000 per annum to assist with the cost of employing an Employment Assistance Officer.

Unlike other recruitment subsidies such as JobsPlus, WSS is payable indefinitely as long as 
the disabled person remains in the employment concerned.  New Applicants for WSS who are 
currently on Disability Allowance may apply for DA Disregard in conjunction with the WSS 
provided the minimum 21 working hours per week WSS threshold is maintained.

Disability Support/Awareness

A number of different employment supports for people with disabilities are provided for 
under this heading.

A. Workplace Equipment Adaptation Grant

B. Job Interview\Personal Reader Grant

C. Employee Retention Grant Scheme.

D. Disability Awareness Support Scheme

Community Employment

The CE eligibility requirements for people with disabilities are not as demanding as for other 
Job seeker groups so as to encourage participation.  Those on job-seekers’ payments generally 
must be aged over 25 and on a payment for a year or more.  Effectively a person in receipt of 
DA who is aged 18 or over can be in receipt of their payment for 1 week and be eligible for CE. 

Specialist Training Providers

Apart from having access to the full range of training programmes for unemployed people 
provided through Solas, people with disabilities also have access to Specialist Training Pro-
gramme provision specific to their needs.

Key additional features of specialist vocational training, as compared with programmes for 
the generality of unemployed job-seekers, include:

- additional training duration

- adapted equipment

- transport arrangements

- enhanced programme content

- trainer-learner ratio

- qualifications of staff

- additional opportunities for assessment

- individualised approach.

Pathways to Work 2015 includes a commitment to develop and evaluate options for the 
further extension of employment services to people not on the live register and to improve the 
promotion/communication of existing activation options for this group, and young people with 
disabilities will be considered in that context, if necessary. 
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In the light of the enhanced existing arrangements already in place for young people with 
disabilities, and their current access to all relevant programmes and services, additional costs 
do not arise from giving young people with disabilities access to schemes and services to which 
they already have access.

17/12/2015WRD0005017/12/2015WRD00100Free Travel Scheme Data

17/12/2015WRD0020081. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the pro-
jected increase, due to changing demographics, in the number of persons availing of the free 
travel scheme over the next five years; the cost of maintaining the scheme at current levels, tak-
ing account of the projected increase in users; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[46135/15]

17/12/2015WRD00300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The free travel 
scheme provides free travel for those with eligibility on the main public and private transport 
services which includes road, rail and ferry services provided by companies such as Bus Átha 
Cliath, Bus Éireann, Iarnród Éireann, Luas and services provided by over 80 private transport 
operators.  Persons resident in Ireland who are over 66 and persons in receipt of certain social 
welfare payments are eligible for the scheme.  There are currently approximately 839,000 cus-
tomers with direct eligibility with an annual allocation of €77 million.  This number is currently 
increasing at a rate of approximately 3.5% per annum.

Funding requirements of the free travel scheme are dependent on a number of factors, in-
cluding the number of people in receipt of qualifying benefits, the number of participating com-
panies and routes, and fare levels, not all of which can be predicted 5 years in advance.

While changing demographics are expected to result in increased numbers of people quali-
fying for the travel pass, the payments to operators who accept the free travel pass are calcu-
lated on the basis of fares foregone (at a reduced rate to take account of travel generated by the 
free travel scheme), and not simply by the numbers who are entitled to a free travel pass.  Other 
factors that can affect the overall cost include the number of operators who participate in the 
scheme and potential future fare increases by those operators.

Consequently, the funding for the subsequent 12 months is agreed in the context of the Bud-
get process each year.

In order to maintain service at existing levels, an additional funding of €3 million was pro-
vided for in Budget 2016, increasing the annual allocation to €80 million.

17/12/2015WRD00400Labour Activation Measures

17/12/2015WRD0050082. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
list the probability of exit, by Intreo office, for each of the categories of high, medium and low; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46137/15]

17/12/2015WRD00600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The “PEX” Job-
seeker profile model used by the Department predicts, with a high level of accuracy, the likeli-
hood of those who are recently unemployed, exiting the Live Register (LR) to employment 
within 12 months.  The model uses a set of characteristics, combined with coefficients reflect-
ing their relative importance, to statistically calculate the probability of an unemployed person 
exiting to employment.  The result is referred to as the Probability of Exit, or PEX score.  The 
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calculation of these scores facilitates segmentation of those who join the LR into Low, Medium 
and High risk cohorts and more intensive engagement with those who need most employment 
service type supports as early as possible.   

The distribution of the scores is Low - 1 to 39, Medium - 40 to 79 and High - 80 to 100.  

On average, across the network of Intreo Centres, the percentages of those jobseekers with 
these scores are as follows: High - 20%; Medium - 60%; and Low - 20%.

The distribution of scores by Intreo Centre is not available.

17/12/2015WRD00700Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

17/12/2015WRD0080083. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if an 
appeal under the jobseeker’s allowance scheme will be approved for a person (details supplied) 
in County Kilkenny; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46146/15]

17/12/2015WRD00900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an 
Appeals Officer who has decided to hold an oral hearing in this case on 4th January 2016.  The 
person concerned has been notified of the arrangements for the hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 84 withdrawn.

17/12/2015WRD01100Industrial Disputes

17/12/2015WRD0120085. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection why 
she has not accepted an invitation from the Workplace Relations Commission to participate in 
talks with the Irish Local Development Network and the Services, Industrial, Professional and 
Technical Union on resolving employment issues pertaining to the rural social scheme; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [46197/15]

17/12/2015WRD0130086. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if offi-
cials from her Department are engaging with the Irish Local Development Network in relation 
to employment issues pertaining to the rural social scheme; why worker representatives of the 
Services, Industrial, Professional and Technical Union are not included in these talks; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [46198/15]

17/12/2015WRD01400Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Kevin Humphreys): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 85 and 86 together.

The rural social scheme (RSS) provides income support for farmers and those engaged in 
fishing who have an entitlement to specified social welfare payments on the basis of low means.  
Key criteria for participation and continued eligibility for the scheme is that the participant is 
underemployed in their primary activity i.e. either farming or fishing, and that earnings are 
insufficient.  Participants are engaged for 19½ hours per week to provide certain services of 
benefit to rural communities.  The scheme currently provides work opportunities for around 
2,600 participants and 130 supervisory staff.  The funds allocated for the RSS in 2015 is €45m 
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and this level of funding will allow the scheme to continue along the same lines as in previous 
years but does not allow for the recruitment above the numbers stated above.

The Department has no role with respect to industrial or employment-related matters that 
SIPTU has asked the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) to consider.  The Department 
has written to the LRC, the forerunner to the WRC, to set out and clarify its position.  Issues of 
the nature referred to by the Deputy are for determination between the employers (the local de-
velopment companies engaged by the Department to deliver the scheme) and their employees.

The Department engages with local development companies and Údarás na Gaeltachta (col-
lectively referred to as implementing bodies within the programmes) with respect to the man-
agement and co-ordination of delivery of the rural social scheme and Tús – the community 
work placement initiative.  The Department meets with the implementing bodies at frequent 
intervals throughout the year to monitor implementation, discuss matters arising with imple-
mentation and agree common responses to matters impacting on the delivery of the schemes.  
Given the respective roles of the Department and implementing bodies, the position of workers 
is represented by the latter.

Question No. 87 withdrawn.

Question No. 88 answered with Question No. 73.

17/12/2015WRD01700Family Income Supplement Eligibility

17/12/2015WRD0180089. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the full-
year cost of replacing the 38-hour threshold for family income supplement qualification with a 
sliding scale system that would reflect the fact that many persons may be working, or wish to 
work, fewer than 19 hours per week and may be in just as much need as current recipients of 
this supplement; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46212/15]

17/12/2015WRD01900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The family income 
supplement (FIS) is an in-work support which provides an income top-up for employees on 
low earnings with children.  FIS is designed to prevent in-work poverty for low paid workers 
with child dependants and to offer a financial incentive to take-up employment.  There are over 
54,000 families in receipt of FIS, an increase of over 70 per cent since 2011.  The estimated 
spend on FIS this year is approximately €349.2 million, an increase of €50 million on last year. 

To qualify for FIS, a person must be engaged in full-time insurable employment which is 
expected to last for at least 3 months and be working for a minimum of 38 hours per fortnight or 
19 hours per week.  A couple may combine their hours of employment to meet the qualification 
criteria.  The applicant must also have at least one qualified child who normally resides with 
them or is supported by them.  Furthermore, the average family income must be below a speci-
fied amount which varies according to the number of qualified children in the family.

The ‘hours worked’ eligibility criterion has been set at 38 hours per fortnight/19 hours per 
week since 1996.  It is not possible to estimate the costs associated with replacing the current 
thresholds for FIS qualification without specifying a) a new hours threshold and b) the ‘sliding 
scale’.

Reducing the “hours worked” requirement would have implications for existing working 
age schemes.  Under jobseeker’s benefit and jobseeker’s allowance a person may, subject to 
scheme criteria, work for up to three days and continue to receive support under the schemes.  
The proposal set out by the Deputy would be significantly more complex than the present 
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scheme and could require additional resources to administer.

17/12/2015WRD02000Social Welfare Benefits Data

17/12/2015WRD0210090. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
number of persons receiving a social protection payment, and the type of payment, in County 
Westmeath, in tabular form. [46227/15]

17/12/2015WRD0220091. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
number of persons receiving a social protection payment, and the type of payment, in County 
Longford, in tabular form. [46228/15]

17/12/2015WRD02300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 90 and 91 together. 

The information requested by the Deputy (where available) is detailed in the following 
table.

Recipients of a Social Welfare payment in Counties Westmeath and Longford at the 
end of November 2015

Type of Payment Westmeath Longford
State Pension (Non-Contributory) 1,746 1,321
State Pension (Contributory) 5,825 2,721
State Pension (Transition) 0 0
Widow/er’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s Con-
tributory Pension

2,290 1,040

Death Benefit (OIB Widows) N/A N/A
Jobseeker’s Allowance 6,519 2,833
One Parent Family Payment 841 393
Widow/er’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s Non-
Contributory Pension

N/A N/A

Deserted Wife’s Allowance N/A N/A
Supplementary Welfare Allowance N/A N/A
Farm Assist 132 174
Pre-Retirement Allowance 11 15
Jobseeker’s Benefit 939 265
Deserted Wife’s Benefit N/A N/A
Maternity Benefit 396 154
Adoptive Benefit 0 0
Health and Safety Benefit 1 4
Community Employment Programme 635 351
Rural Social Scheme N/A N/A
TUS - Community Work Placement N/A N/A
Job Initiative N/A N/A
Back To Work Allowance Employee 0 0
Back To Work Enterprise Allowance 229 149
JobBridge National Internship Scheme 103 50
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Type of Payment Westmeath Longford
Back To Education Allowance(3) 461 201
Part-Time Job Incentive Scheme 10 4
Gateway N/A N/A
JobsPlus N/A N/A
Other Employment Supports(6) N/A N/A
Partial Capacity Benefit 18 20
Disability Allowance 2,388 1,370
Blind Pension N/A N/A
Carer’s Allowance 1,350 853
Illness Benefit 1,025 534
Interim Illness Benefit 9 6
Injury Benefit 20 5
Invalidity Pension 1,214 581
Disablement Benefit N/A N/A
Carer’s Benefit N/A N/A
Domiciliary Care Allowance 623 230
Family Income Supplement N/A N/A
Guardian’s Payment (Non-Contributory) N/A N/A
Guardian’s Payment (Contributory) N/A N/A
Child Benefit Families 12,440 5,590
Child Benefit Children 24,115 11,280
Domiciliary Care Allowance 623 230
Rent Allowance N/A N/A

17/12/2015WRD02400Carer’s Allowance Applications

17/12/2015WRD0250092. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
expedite an application for carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied) who is providing 
full-time care to an extremely high-dependency person. [46234/15]

17/12/2015WRD02600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Carer’s Allowance 
(CA) is a social assistance payment to persons who are providing full-time care and attention to 
a person who has a disability such that they require that level of care and who satisfy a means 
test.

This application was refused on the grounds that the carer was not providing full-time care 
and attention as required, as the person in respect of whom the application was made was a 
hospital in-patient.

The person concerned was notified on 24 September 2015 of this decision, the reason for it 
and of her right of review and appeal. 

The person concerned requested a review of this decision and submitted additional evidence 
in support of her application.  

An information request issued on 15 December 2015 and once the information is provided, 
the review will be completed and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.
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17/12/2015WRD02700Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRD0280093. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the number 
of appointments to State boards under the aegis of her Department and the number of appoint-
ments that were advertised on her Department’s website since March 2011; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter.  [46260/15]

17/12/2015WRD02900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The statutory bodies 
operating under the aegis of the Department of Social Protection are the Citizens Information 
Board, the Pensions Authority (established in March 2014 and formerly known as the Pensions 
Board), the Pensions Council (established in February 2015), the Pensions Ombudsman (which 
does not have a board) and the Social Welfare Tribunal.

Details relating to these boards, as requested by the Deputy, are outlined in the following 
table.

Name of Statutory Body Number of appointments 
since March 2011

Number of appointments 
advertised on the Depart-
ment’s website 

Citizens Information Board 12 (of which 2 were re-
appointments)

Nil

The Pensions Authority (former-
ly the Pensions Board) – since 
March 2014

3 Nil

The Pensions Board (up to 
March 2014)

Nil Nil

The Pensions Council 12 Nil
Social Welfare Tribunal 11 Nil
One of the appointments to the Citizens Information Board and seven of the appointments 

to the Pensions Council were advertised via the Public Appointments Service (PAS).

17/12/2015WRD03000Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRD0310094. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the number 
of chairpersons appointed to State boards under the aegis of her Department who have appeared 
before the relevant joint Oireachtas committee since March 2011; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46275/15]

17/12/2015WRD03200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The statutory bodies 
operating under the aegis of the Department of Social Protection are the Citizens Information 
Board, the Pensions Authority (established in March 2014 and formerly known as the Pensions 
Board), the Pensions Council (established in February 2015), the Pensions Ombudsman (which 
does not have a board) and the Social Welfare Tribunal.

I appointed Ms Ita Mangan as chairperson of the Citizens Information Board in June 2015.  
Ms Mangan appeared before the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Education and Social Protec-
tion on 10th June 2015.  

In the period since March 2011 the chairpersons of the Pensions Board, the Pensions Au-
thority, the Pensions Council or the Social Welfare Tribunal have not appeared before the rel-
evant Joint Oireachtas Committee.
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17/12/2015WRD03300Commencement of Legislation

17/12/2015WRD0340095. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
details of the Acts currently in force for which she has lead responsibility and which have Parts 
or sections yet to be formally commenced, including the purpose of same, in tabular form; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [46290/15]

17/12/2015WRD03500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A number of provi-
sions of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005, as amended, have still to be commenced.  
In addition, some provisions of the Civil Registration Act 2004, as amended, and the Pensions 
Act 1990, as amended, have still to be commenced.   

Details of these provisions, and their current status, are set out in the following tables.

Uncommenced Provisions of Enactments for which Minister for Social Protection has re-
sponsibility

Amendments to Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005 (SWCA 2005)

Uncommenced Provision Description Status
Social Welfare Consolida-
tion Act 2005, Section 196 
Section 265(1) Schedule 5 

Deduction from SW pay-
ments due to LA tenants.  
s.54 of the Housing (Mis-
cellaneous Provisions) Act 
2014 amended sections 196, 
198 and 290A.Definition of 
‘relevant purpose’. S.8 and 
Part 9 of the Housing (Mis-
cellaneous Provisions) Act 
2009 amended the definition 
of ‘relevant purpose’ by sub-
stituting subparagraphs (i), 
(ii) and (iii) of paragraph (b).
Reference to Irish Water. 

S.11 of the Water Services 
Act provides for the deletion 
of ‘Irish Water’ in Schedule 
5 of the SWCA 2005 and the 
repeal of section 20 of the 
Social Welfare and Pensions 
Act 2014

Section 54, other than subsec-
tion (1) commenced by S.I. 
No. 404 of 2014. 

Subsection (1) amends sec-
tion 196 of the Social Wel-
fare Consolidation Act 2005. 
Commencement of provision 
is responsibility of Minister 
for Environment, Commu-
nity and Local Government. 
Commencement of provision 
is responsibility of Minister 
for Environment, Commu-
nity and Local Government. 
Order to be made by Minister 
for Social Protection after 
consultation with Minister 
for Environment, Community 
and Local Government. 
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Uncommenced Provision Description Status
Social Welfare and Pen-
sions Act 2007 Section 
21(a)Section 27 

Amends section 149 of the 
SWCA in relation to entitle-
ment to the Pre-Retirement 
Allowance where a person 
had previously been in 
receipt of Carer’s Allow-
ance.Amends section 220 of 
the SWCA 2005 to enable 
payment of Child Benefit to 
be split between the child’s 
parents.

The necessity for this provi-
sion is currently being exam-
ined and a decision on how 
best to proceed will be taken 
following the completion of 
this examination.

This amendment is being 
reviewed in the light of more 
recent developments in this 
area and a decision will be 
taken on its continued neces-
sity in the light of this review.

Social Welfare and Pen-
sions Act 2008 Sections 12 
to 14 Section 17(5)

Inserts new Chapter 5A in 
Part 3 of the SWCA 2005 and 
makes consequential amend-
ments to the provisions of 
that Act to provide for the 
transfer of the Blind Welfare 
Allowance from the HSE 
to the Department of Social 
Protection.

Makes provision for the treat-
ment of outstanding claims 
for Domiciliary Care Allow-
ance held by the HSE on the 
transfer of administrative 
responsibility for that scheme 
to the Department of Social 
Protection.

This provision will be com-
menced as soon as the neces-
sary administrative arrange-
ments have been agreed with 
the HSE and Department of 
Health.

The necessity for this provi-
sion is currently being exam-
ined and a decision on how 
best to proceed will be taken 
following this review.
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Uncommenced Provision Description Status
Social Welfare (Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Act 
2010 Section 3, Section 6, 
Section 14

Inserts new section 296A into 
the SWCA 2005 and makes 
consequential amendments 
to the provisions of that Act 
to clarify the rules relating 
to which parent a child will 
normally be regarded as re-
siding with for social welfare 
payment purposes.

Amends section 40 of the 
SWCA 2005 to enable claims 
for Illness Benefit to be 
processed in the event of the 
outbreak of a flu pandemic.

Amends section 220 of the 
SWCA 2005 to clarify the 
rules relating to which par-
ent a child will normally be 
regarded as residing with for 
Child Benefit purposes.

This amendment is being 
reviewed in the light of more 
recent developments in this 
area and a decision will be 
taken on its continued neces-
sity in the light of this review.

This provision will be com-
menced if the need arises.This 
amendment is being reviewed 
in the light of more recent 
developments in this area and 
a decision will be taken on 
its continued necessity in the 
light of this review.

Social Welfare and Pen-
sions Act 2011 Section 
7(1) Section 7(3)

Provides for an increase in 
pensionable age for State 
pension purposes from 66 to 
67 years.

Provides for an increase in 
pensionable age for State 
pension purposes from 67 to 
68 years.

Comes into operation on 1 
January 2021. Comes into 
operation on 1 January 2028.
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Uncommenced Provision Description Status
Social Welfare and Pen-
sions Act 2014, Section 9 
Section 10.

Clarifies the provisions 
contained in Part 6 of the 
SWCA 2005 in relation to 
entitlement to family income 
supplement (FIS) in cases 
where the claimant is living 
apart from his or her spouse 
or civil partner and children.

Clarifies the provisions con-
tained in Part 6 of the SWCA 
2005 relating to the impact 
of a change of circumstances 
on continuing entitlement 
to FIS during the 52 week 
entitlement period and on the 
weekly rate of FIS payable 
during that period.

It is expected that the provi-
sions of sections 9 and 10 will 
be commenced in due course.

Amendments to Pensions Act 1990

Uncommenced Provision Description Status
Pensions (Amendment) Act 
2002 Section 3 Section 39

Inserts new Part X (sections 
91 to 125) into the Pensions 
Act 1990, which provides 
for the establishment of 
Personal Retirement Savings 
Accounts (PRSAs). 

Part X has been commenced 
with the exception of sec-
tion 122, which provides for 
the replacement of buy-out 
bonds with PRSAs. 

A buy-out-bond is a pension 
bond into which persons can 
transfer the value of their 
fund if they leave their em-
ployment/pension scheme. 
Inserts new section 56A into 
the Pensions Act 1990 to 
provide for the consideration 
of index-linked increases in 
the rates payable in Defined 
Benefit pension schemes 

Originally, the intention was 
that new buy-out bonds would 
cease when PRSAs became 
available. 

However, it is considered that 
buy-out bonds will be re-
quired in the short to medium 
term. The situation will be 
kept under review in con-
sultation with the Pensions 
Authority.This provision does 
not require that indexation 
be introduced, only that it be 
examined. 

The situation will be kept 
under review in consultation 
with the Pensions Authority.

Social Welfare and Pen-
sions Act 2015
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Uncommenced Provision Description Status
Part 3 Amends Part 11 of the Pen-

sion Act 1990 is to allow the 
holder of the office of the 
Financial Services Ombuds-
man to also hold the office 
of the Pensions Ombudsman

To be commenced in Q2 of 
2016.

Uncommenced provisions of Civil Registration Act 2004

Uncommenced Provision Description Status
Section 4 and the Second 
ScheduleSections 13(1)(f) 
and (g) Part 7 (section 59)
Section 73

Repeal various enactments 
dealing with civil registra-
tion matters prior to the 
enactment of the Civil Reg-
istration Act 2004 Provide 
for the establishment and 
maintenance of a register of 
all decrees of divorce and all 
decrees of nullity of mar-
riage.  

Provides for the registration 
of decrees of divorce and de-
crees of nullity of marriage-
Provides for the compilation 
and publication of statistics 
relating to events registered 
under the Act. 

Section 4 and the Second 
Schedule have been com-
menced, except in so far as 
they relate to the repeal of 
the Vital Statistics and Births, 
Deaths and Marriages Regis-
tration Act 1952.  

The repeal of the 1952 Act has 
been examined in the context 
of the commencement of sec-
tion 73 of the Civil Registra-
tion Act 2004 – see section 
73 below.Commencement of 
these provisions is not current-
ly being proposed for financial 
and operational reasons.

Commencement of this Part is 
not currently being proposed 
for financial and operational 
reasons.Section 73 of the Civil 
Registration Act 2004 mirrors 
the provisions contained in 
the Vital Statistics and Births, 
Deaths and Marriages Regis-
tration Act 1952.  

Section 73 and section 4, in so 
far as it relates to the repeal of 
the Vital Statistics and Births, 
Deaths and Marriages Regis-
tration Act 1952, will be com-
menced following examination 
of the effects of repealing the 
Act of 1952. 

Uncommenced provisions of Civil Registration (Amendment) Act 2014
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Uncommenced Provision Description Status
Section 9, Section 11,Sec-
tion 12, Section 13, Section 
15(a)

Provides for the amend-
ment of the 2004 Act by 
insertion of a new sec-
tion 25A which provides 
that where the parents of 
the child cannot agree on 
a surname that the reg-
istrar may complete the 
registration by leaving 
the surname blank or in 
cases where a surname is 
already registered, that 
the existing surname shall 
remain. 

Amends section 37 of the 
2004 Act to extend the 
definition of a qualified 
informant of a death.Pro-
vides that early neonatal 
deaths are notified to the 
Superintendent Registrar 
of the area where the death 
occurred.

Provides for a record of 
deaths of Irish citizens 
who die abroad who 
were ordinarily resident 
within the state within 5 
years prior to their death.
Amends section 46 of the 
2004 Act.

The provisions of the Act are 
being commenced on a step by 
step basis dependent on factors 
including software development 
and training of registrars. 

This work is being progressed 
as quickly as possible.The 
provisions of the Act are be-
ing commenced on a step by 
step basis dependent on factors 
including software development 
and training of registrars. 

This work is being progressed 
as quickly as possible.The 
provisions of the Act are be-
ing commenced on a step by 
step basis dependent on factors 
including software development 
and training of registrars. 

This work is being progressed 
as quickly as possible.The 
provisions of the Act are be-
ing commenced on a step by 
step basis dependent on factors 
including software development 
and training of registrars. 

This work is being progressed 
as quickly as possible.The 
provisions of the Act are be-
ing commenced on a step by 
step basis dependent on factors 
including software development 
and training of registrars. This 
work is being progressed as 
quickly as possible.
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Uncommenced Provision Description Status
Section 19 Section 21(a) 
Section 22, Section 26, 
Section 28, Section 29(a) 
Section 29(c), Section 30

Provides for the recognition 
of certain marriages carried 
out at foreign embassies 
in the State.Amends sec-
tion 59B of the 2004 Act.
Amends section 59C of the 
2004 Act Provides for the 
recognition of certain civil 
partnership ceremonies car-
ried out at foreign embassies 
in the State.

Amends section 64 of the 
2004 Act providing for the 
cancellation of entries in the 
registers.Deletes reference to 
consultation with the Min-
ister for Social and Family 
Affairs in section 66 of the 
2004 Act.  

Provides for sharing of 
information with the Road 
Safety Authority.Provides 
that the Minister may make 
Regulations prescribing a 
lesser fee for life event cer-
tificates where required for 
official purposes.

To be commenced in March 
2016 Superseded by the 
enactment of the Marriage 
Act 2015. Superseded by the 
enactment of the Marriage 
Act 2015.To be commenced 
in March 2016. 

The provisions of the Act are 
being commenced on a step 
by step basis dependent on 
factors including software 
development and training 
of registrars. This work is 
being progressed as quickly 
as possible.Not being com-
menced.

The provisions of the Act are 
being commenced on a step 
by step basis dependent on 
factors including software 
development and training of 
registrars. This work is be-
ing progressed as quickly as 
possible.  

The provisions of the Act are 
being commenced on a step 
by step basis dependent on 
factors including software 
development and training of 
registrars. This work is be-
ing progressed as quickly as 
possible.
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Uncommenced Provision Description Status
Section 31,Section 32,Sec-
tion 33, Section 34

Amends section 68 of the 
2004 Act consequential to 
sections 5,6,7,8 and 11 of 
the 2014 ActAdds to the list 
of offences consequential 
to amendments made by the 
2014 Act.

Adds to the list of penalties 
consequential to amend-
ments made by the 2014 
Act.Amends the First Sched-
ule of the 2004 Act.

Will be commenced when 
relevant sections are com-
menced.Will be commenced 
when relevant sections are 
commenced.Will be com-
menced when relevant sec-
tions are commenced.

The provisions of the Act are 
being commenced on a step 
by step basis dependent on 
factors including software 
development and training of 
registrars. This work is be-
ing progressed as quickly as 
possible.

17/12/2015WRD03600Farm Assist Scheme Eligibility

17/12/2015WRD0370096. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the cost of 
restoring farm assist means-testing rules to pre-budget 2012 levels; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46300/15]

17/12/2015WRD03800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The farm assist 
scheme provides support for farmers on low incomes and is similar to jobseeker’s allowance.  
Farm assist recipients retain the advantages of the jobseeker’s allowance scheme such as the 
retention of secondary benefits and access to activation programmes.  The 2015 Revised Es-
timates for the Department provide for expenditure of almost €89 million on the farm assist 
scheme.    

Changes introduced in Budgets 2012 and 2013 have brought farm assist into closer align-
ment with the jobseeker’s allowance scheme’s treatment of self-employed persons.  Farm fami-
lies with the lowest income were least affected by these changes as the headline rates of farm 
assist were maintained.  The changes introduced over these respective Budgets reduced the cost 
of farm assist by just over €10 million per annum. 

The assessment of means for the farm assist scheme is designed to reflect the actual net in-
come from farming.  Income and expenditure figures for the preceding year are generally used 
as an indicator of the expected position in the following year.  However, farm assist is a flexible 
payment. Account is taken of any exceptional circumstances so as to ensure that the assessment 
accurately reflects the current situation.  Any farmer experiencing lower levels of income or 
cash-flow issues can ask their local Intreo office to review the level of means applying to their 
claim.  

Last year, the Christmas Bonus was re-introduced, payable at 25% of the weekly rate.  This 
year I was in a position to provide a 75% Christmas Bonus payment for all long term welfare 
recipients, including recipients of farm assist.  All recipients of farm assist with children are 
benefiting from the increase in child benefit rates of €5 per month per child announced in Bud-
get 2015.  In addition, farm assist recipients eligible for the fuel allowance will gain from the 
increase in January of €2.50 per week, from €20 to €22.50 per week over the fuel season.  
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There are no plans to change the current criteria of the farm assist scheme.

17/12/2015WRD03900Farm Assist Scheme Eligibility

17/12/2015WRD0400097. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the cost of 
changing farm assist means-testing rules so that irrespective of the source of farm income, the 
first €3,000 will be disregarded and the balance will be means tested at 50%. [46301/15]

17/12/2015WRD04100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The farm assist 
scheme provides support for farmers on low incomes and is similar to jobseeker’s allowance.  
Farm assist recipients retain the advantages of the jobseeker’s allowance scheme such as the 
retention of secondary benefits and access to activation programmes.  The 2015 Revised Es-
timates for the Department provide for expenditure of almost €89 million on the farm assist 
scheme.    

Under the existing Farm Assist scheme rules, a claimant can receive a €60 weekly disregard 
in relation to any off farm income they may earn.  This equates to €3,120 per annum.  The bal-
ance of any earnings is assessed as means at a rate of 60%.  Similarly, a qualified adult depen-
dent of a Farm Assist claimant, who has earnings from employment, can also avail of their own 
weekly earnings disregard of €60.  

The assessment of means for the farm assist scheme is designed to reflect the actual net 
income from farming.  Income and expenditure figures for the preceding year are generally 
used as an indicator of the expected position in the following year.  However, farm assist is a 
flexible payment.  Account is taken of any exceptional circumstances so as to ensure that the 
assessment accurately reflects the current situation.  Any farmer experiencing lower levels of 
income or cash-flow issues can ask their local Intreo office to review the level of means apply-
ing to their claim.  

It is not possible in the time available to produce a costing of the introduction of a new earn-
ings disregard of €3,000, which would apply to income irrespective of source.  Such a costing 
would have to differentiate between earned income and farm income and would also have to 
replace the existing earnings disregards, which apply to earned income.  This process would 
require a detailed reassessment of all Farm Assist claims and would be a significant undertaking 
across all Intreo offices.

17/12/2015WRD04200Rural Social Scheme Data

17/12/2015WRD0430098. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the cost of 
restoring the rural social scheme to 3,000, 3,500, 4,000, 4,500, 5,000, 5,500, 6,000, 6,500 and 
7,000 places, respectively. [46302/15]

17/12/2015WRD04400Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Kevin Humphreys): 
The rural social scheme (RSS) provides income support for farmers and fishermen who have 
an entitlement to specified social welfare payments.  One of the key criteria for participation 
and continued eligibility for the scheme is that the participant must be underemployed in their 
primary activity i.e. either farming or fishing, and that their earnings are insufficient to support 
their family circumstance.  The scheme currently provides work opportunities for around 2,600 
participants and 130 supervisory staff to provide certain services of benefit to rural communi-
ties.  The funds allocated for the Scheme for 2016 is €44.3m.
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Overall, the Deputy should note that funding and the number of available places for the RSS 
have been maintained by the Government at the same level for the last five years.  Therefore, 
as there has been no reduction in places during that time, any additional places would represent 
an increase not a restoration.

Assuming that the existing participants supported by the RSS remain at the current payment 
rate, the estimated cost of an additional 500 places for a full year is €8.5m.  This costing consists 
of wages paid to participants, fuel allowance, supervisory costs, fees to implementing bodies, 
fees to the payroll provider, provision of materials, insurance and input costs of implementing 
bodies.  Estimates are also dependant on how quickly the additional places are rolled out. 

The following table provides an estimate of the costs for the various participant numbers 
outlined in the Deputy’s question.

Number of participants Estimated full year programme cost € million
3,000 €51.0m
3,500 €59.5m
4,000 €68.0m
4,500 €76.5m
5,000 €85.0m
5,500 €93.5m
6,000 €102.0m
6,500 €110.5m
7,000 €119.0m
  Question No. 99 answered with Question No. 75.

17/12/2015WRD04600Water Conservation Grant Data

17/12/2015WRD04700100. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the number of 
households eligible for the water conservation grant in 2015; the number that received the grant 
in 2015; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46323/15]

17/12/2015WRD04800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department of 
Social Protection is administering the Water Conservation Grant on behalf of the Department 
of Environment, Community, and Local Government.  The regulations governing the Water 
Conservation Grant are set out in the Water Services Act 2014 (Water Conservation Grant) 
Regulations 2015.  In order to be eligible to apply for the Water Conservation Grant, household-
ers must first have registered their principle private residence with Irish Water by the 30 June 
2015 deadline.  To date, Irish Water has transferred details of over 1.312 million such registered 
householders to this Department.  These householders were then invited to apply for the grant. 

As of 15th December 2015, some 886,065 grant applications have been submitted by house-
holders and processed.

17/12/2015WRD04900Carer’s Allowance Applications

17/12/2015WRD05000101. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
status of an application for carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46338/15]
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17/12/2015WRD05100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the 
Department received an application for carer’s allowance from the person concerned on 26 No-
vember 2015.  Once processed, the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

17/12/2015WRD05200Household Benefits Scheme

17/12/2015WRD05300102. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her 
plans to introduce a free water allowance as part of the household benefits package to help per-
sons struggling with water charges; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46360/15]

17/12/2015WRD05400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The household ben-
efits package (HHB) comprises the electricity or gas allowance, and the free television licence.  
The package is generally available to people living in the State, aged 66 years or over who are 
in receipt of a social welfare type payment or who satisfy a means test.  It is a universal pay-
ment from the age of 70.  The Department will spend approximately €227 million this year on 
the household benefits package for approximately 416,000 customers. 

In Budget 2015 an initiative was announced to assist those in receipt of the Household 
Benefits Package and the Fuel Allowance Scheme from my Department with water costs.  This 
would have involved a payment of €25 per quarter to approx. 660,000 customers at an estimated 
cost of €66 million in 2015.  Subsequently, on 18 November 2014 and following a review, the 
Government announced changes to the domestic water charging regime, and also provided for 
the new water conservation grant.  These changes were designed to promote affordability for 
households and assist with water conservation measures.  The grant replaces the tax rebate and 
social protection measures previously announced, as it provides a more straightforward means 
of addressing water issues for all households on equal terms and will help reduce households’ 
outlay on water services. 

Accordingly, I have no plans to introduce a free water allowance to the household benefits 
package.  Any decision to so do would have budgetary consequences and would have to be 
considered in the context of budget negotiations.

Question No. 103 answered with Question No. 66.

Questions Nos. 104 and 105 withdrawn.

17/12/2015WRD05700Living Wage

17/12/2015WRD05800106. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the cost 
of implementing a living wage of €11.50 for all employees directly employed by her Depart-
ment or in agencies funded by her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[46412/15]

17/12/2015WRD05900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): My Department 
has undertaken no costing of the initiative outlined by the Deputy as the introduction of any 
such scheme would necessarily have to take place on a cross Governmental basis and costs 
determined centrally as part of the estimates budgetary process.  On a purely indicative basis 
it is not anticipated that the introduction of such a scheme in my own Department would incur 
significant cost as the majority of staff are on salary points above that mentioned by the Deputy.

Question No. 107 answered with Question No. 76.
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17/12/2015WRD06100Social Insurance

17/12/2015WRD06200108. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
has examined a scheme that focuses on early-stage companies and rewards growth by offer-
ing exemptions from and reductions in employers’ pay-related social insurance relative to the 
number of staff employed or the company’s payroll bill, in 2016; the cost for the first additional 
employee taken on to be exempt from employers pay-related social insurance for a period of 
two years and for the next five employees, subject to a reduction of 50% on the first €50,000 of 
gross salary. [46423/15]

17/12/2015WRD06300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As my Department 
does not hold data on the stage of development of particular companies employing workers, it 
is not possible provide a cost for a scheme to exempt or reduce employer PRSI costs, to reward 
growth or additional employments in early stage companies. 

The issue of supporting companies in the early stages of their development needs to be con-
sidered in the broader context of the multitude of expenditure and tax instruments which can 
assist these enterprises to succeed. 

My Department does however provide financial support to companies engaging additional 
employees through the JobsPlus scheme.  JobsPlus was introduced in July 2013 as one of a 
series of measures contained in the Action Plan for Jobs and replaced two existing schemes, 
namely the Employer PRSI Exemption scheme and the revenue job assist.  The Employer PRSI 
Exemption scheme reduced the employer’s PRSI liability where additional employees (who 
were formerly unemployed) were engaged. 

JobsPlus is available to all employers in the private (including commercial semi-state), 
community, not-for-profit and voluntary sectors and is available to employers who offer any 
full-time work of over 30 hours per week and spanning at least a 4 day week.  There is no limit 
on the number of new recruits per employer.  Start-up employers may also avail of the scheme, 
on production of evidence that the business has commenced operations.

For jobseekers who are over 24 months out of the labour market, a subsidy of €10,000 is 
paid monthly to the employer over two years.  A subsidy of €7,500 paid monthly over two 
years is available to employers who recruit a jobseeker who is between 12 and 24 months un-
employed.  In 2015 eligibility was broadened to include young jobseekers (under 25 year olds) 
unemployed for four months or more in the previous 6 months and jobseekers transitioning 
from a one parent family payment.  A subsidy of €7,500 is payable in both instances.

The 2015 provision for JobsPlus is €25.5 million.  In November 2015 the Department made 
payments totalling just under €2.1 million to 3,953 employers in respect of 5,364 employees.

17/12/2015WRE0005017/12/2015WRE00100Irish Fiscal Advisory Council

17/12/2015WRE00200109. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance the operational cost of the Fiscal 
Advisory Council in each of the years 2013 to date; the number of staff employed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46109/15]

17/12/2015WRE00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Fiscal Responsibility Act 2012 es-
tablished the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council on a statutory basis in December 2012.  The Council 
consists of five members, including the Chair.  Further details about the operating costs and the 
number of staff employed by the Council set out for 2013 and 2014 in the following table can be 
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accessed in the Annual Accounts of the Council which are published on the Council’s website 
(www.fiscalcouncil.ie)

For 2015, an amount of €647,852 has been transferred to the Fiscal Council from the Cen-
tral Fund to cover its operating costs.  However, it should be noted that this amount remains 
subject to audit before being finalised.   

Year Total operational cost Number of staff
2013 €480,941 3
2014 €605,714 5
2015 €647,852 6

17/12/2015WRE00400IBRC Liquidation

17/12/2015WRE00500110. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the cost incurred by the 
Irish Bank Resolution Corporation in respect of the work of the commission of investigation 
into certain transactions at the corporation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45665/15]

17/12/2015WRE00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  I am advised by the Special Liquidators 
that they intend to issue their third progress update report on the Special Liquidation of IBRC 
in the first quarter of 2016.  Included in this update report will be the work the Special Liquida-
tors have undertaken in relation to the IBRC Commission of Investigation including details of 
the costs incurred to date by Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Limited (in Special Liquida-
tion) in undertaking work for the Commission.

17/12/2015WRE00700Property Tax Yield

17/12/2015WRE00800111. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the gross local property tax 
receipts with respect to properties in County Donegal for each of the years from 2013 to date, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45720/15]

17/12/2015WRE00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that statistics relating to Local Property Tax (LPT) can be found on the statistics 
webpage of the Revenue website at http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/index.html.  Spe-
cifically, the most recently available LPT information, including LPT collected by each Local 
Authority area, is available at http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/lpt-compliance.html. 

I am further advised that while gross receipts figures are not available, given the nature 
of LPT it is not expected that these would differ materially from net receipts published at the 
above website.

17/12/2015WRE01000Insurance Compensation Fund

17/12/2015WRE01100112. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of the liquidation 
of Setanta Insurance; if those caught up in outstanding claims are facing any losses; the role 
of the Insurance Compensation Fund and the Motor Insurers Bureau of Ireland; the number 
and value of outstanding claims; the shortfall; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45737/15]
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17/12/2015WRE01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The liquidation of an insurance com-
pany is a legally complex process.  Setanta is a Maltese incorporated company and, therefore, 
the Setanta liquidation is being carried out under Maltese law. 

Progress in the liquidation of Setanta Insurance has been awaiting the outcome of legal 
proceedings in the case of the Law Society of Ireland versus the Motor Insurers’ Bureau of 
Ireland (MIBI).  On 4th September 2015, the High Court held that the MIBI is liable in respect 
of claims against the policy holders of Setanta.  This decision is currently being appealed by 
the MIBI and the appeal hearing is scheduled for 12th-13th January 2016.  As this case is sub-
judice, there are certain matters which I am not in a position to comment on at this time.  I 
am responding to the Deputy’s question as best as I can within these constraints.  

The Liquidator for Setanta has informed me that:

- The number of open claims was 1,696 as at 30th November 2015.

- The claims reserves position stands at between €87.7 million and €95.2 million.

- The Liquidator is continuing to accept new claims up until May 2016, two years after the 
insurance policies issued by Setanta were cancelled.

- Final settlements can only be paid out after all of the company’s liabilities are quantified, 
including claims.

- The Liquidator reports that it is proving difficult to settle claims in advance of the MIBI 
appeal.

I expect to be in a better position to inform the House after the legal proceedings are con-
cluded.

17/12/2015WRE01300Freedom of Information Fees

17/12/2015WRE01400113. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the amount his Department has 
received in fees from freedom of information requests in 2014 and in 2015 to date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45759/15]

17/12/2015WRE01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The fees received by my Department in 
respect of the operation of the Freedom of Information Act 2014 in 2014 and to 14 December 
2015 are set out in the following table.  Since the commencement of the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act, 2014 no fees are charged in respect of receipt of freedom of information requests. 

Year Application 
Fees

Search and 
Retrieval 

Internal Review 
Fees

Refunds Total 

2014 1080.00 1368.65 375.00 - 309.12 2514.53
2015 (to 
14/12/2015)

0.00 920.00 300.00 - 148.00 1072.00

17/12/2015WRE01600Ministerial Staff

17/12/2015WRE01700114. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the number of political staff 
working in his Department, including the role and salary of each staff member. [45786/15]

17/12/2015WRE01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I wish to advise the Deputy that the 



Questions - Written Answers

256

number of political staff in my Department is four.  The following is a list of their roles and 
annual salaries. 

Role: Salary:
Special Adviser €87,258
Personal Assistant €54,490
Civilian Driver €32,965.71
Civilian Driver €32,965.71
I do not have a Personal Secretary. 

The number of political staff and their salaries adhere to the guidelines issued by the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform on the appointment of Ministerial staff.

17/12/2015WRE01900Legislative Process RIA

17/12/2015WRE02000115. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Finance the number of Bills his De-
partment has published since 9 March 2011; the number and Title of those Bills that included 
a regulatory impact assessment in advance of publication; the Regulatory Impact Assessments 
published; the number of promised Bills for publication; the Bills that will include a regulatory 
impact assessment; the regulatory impact assessments that will be published before publication 
of the relevant Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45808/15]

17/12/2015WRE02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It has not been possible to collate the 
information requested in the time available.  However the requested information will be col-
lated and forwarded to the Deputy in writing.

17/12/2015WRE02200Credit Register Administration

17/12/2015WRE02300116. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when the central credit 
register will be fully operational; the steps taken in its implementation; the reason for the delay; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45822/15]

17/12/2015WRE02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Central Bank of 
Ireland that it plans to have a Central Credit Register (CCR) solution in place by mid-2016. 

To date, the Central Bank has:

- Signed contracts with CRIF Ireland Limited in February 2015 to establish and operate the 
CCR on its behalf;

- Progressed a design stage to specify the detailed data requirements  and conducted a data 
survey with representative lenders;

- Published a Consultation Paper in April 2015 seeking views on key issues, with 19 re-
sponses received by the closing date of 12 June (feedback on this will be published in the com-
ing months);

- Progressed a privacy impact assessment to ensure the appropriate controls are in place to 
safeguard personal data across the end to end processes, and

- Commenced consultations with the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner on draft 
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regulations to be made under the Credit Reporting Act 2013.

Work is continuing on finalising the CCR solution design.  The take on of data will be 
implemented on a phased basis, with Phase 1 focusing on lending to consumers and Phase 2 
focusing on lending to businesses.

It is expected that data submissions by lenders will commence in late 2016, but the final 
deadline will be influenced by the scale of the technical and operational changes to be imple-
mented by lenders.  Enquiries by lenders against the CCR data are likely to commence in early 
2017 when data quality has been assured.  Borrowers will be entitled to access their own credit 
reports at that time also.  It should be noted that the provision of the CCR is a significant task 
and that the commencement of full operations will depend on data submissions from over 500 
lenders.

17/12/2015WRE02500Mortgage Lending

17/12/2015WRE02600117. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of residential 
mortgages that are classified as sub-prime; the number of sub-prime lenders operating in the 
market; the value of outstanding sub-prime mortgages; the rate of arrears on these; the actions 
specific to the sub-prime sector that are being taken to address arrears; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45831/15]

17/12/2015WRE02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has advised me that 
it is important to note that there is no such regulated category as “sub-prime lender”.  However, 
Retail Credit Firms are authorised to provide credit, in the form of cash loans, directly to indi-
viduals (these firms are not licensed to accept deposits).  Some firms authorised in this category 
are mortgage lenders.  Retail Credit Firms have been subject to regulation by the Central Bank 
since 1 February 2008.  A register of all Retail Credit Firms is available on the Central Bank 
website at  http://registers.centralbank.ie/DownloadsPage.aspx.  As at 14 December 2015, 16 
retail credit firms were subject to regulation by the Central Bank.

The Central Bank’s Residential Mortgage Arrears and Repossessions Statistics: Q3 
2015, which can be viewed at http://www.centralbank.ie/polstats/stats/mortgagearrears/
Documents/2015q3_ie_mortgage_arrears_statistics.pdf, details figures on ‘Residential Mort-
gages issued by Non-Bank Entities for both PDH and BTL properties.  In Q3 2015 there were 
47,461 PDH and BTL mortgage accounts held by non-bank entities, with an associated out-
standing balance of just under €8.76bn, and associated arrears of almost €5.37bn (61.3 per cent 
of total outstanding balance). 

In light of their activities, Retail Credit Firms are not subject to the same prudential super-
visory regime as licensed credit institutions but are subject to the same Consumer Protection 
framework requirements including the Central Bank’s statutory Consumer Protection Code and 
the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (‘CCMA’).  

The CCMA sets out requirements for all mortgage lenders, including Retail Credit Firms, 
dealing with borrowers in arrears or pre-arrears on a mortgage loan which is secured by their  
primary residence (as defined).  It provides a strong consumer protection framework to ensure 
that borrowers struggling to keep up mortgage repayments are treated in a fair and transparent 
manner by their lender and that long term resolution is sought by lenders with each of their 
borrowers.

The Central Bank engages with Retail Credit Firms in relation to their treatment of borrow-
ers under the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP), as provided for in the CCMA. 
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The MARP sets out the steps which lenders must follow, e.g. communicate with the borrower, 
gather financial information, assess the borrowers circumstances and propose a resolution.

17/12/2015WRE02800Tax Code

17/12/2015WRE02900118. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance his views on the income that 
is deductible for taxation purposes from rent on a property which has a mortgage loan on it and 
where the property owner owns no other property and is not deriving a net income from the rent 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45847/15]

17/12/2015WRE03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As regards properties that are rented, an 
individual may be allowed a deduction of 75% of the interest paid on borrowed money used to 
purchase, improve or repair rented premises when calculating rental income.  There are also a 
number of other allowances and deductions available to reduce the tax on rental income paid.  
These include, for example, the cost to the landlord of any goods provided or services rendered 
to a tenant and the cost of maintenance, repairs, insurance and management of the property.

The Office of the Revenue Commissioners has published a guide to the income tax treat-
ment of rental income.  It sets out the amount of rental income to be taken account of for income 
tax purposes and provides a comprehensive list of expenditure items that are allowable for de-
duction in computing rental income for tax purposes.  This guide is available at:  http://www.
revenue.ie/en/tax/it/leaflets/it70.html.

In the current Finance Bill I have provided for a full 100% interest deduction where the 
landlord undertakes, for a period of at least three years, to provide accommodation to tenants in 
receipt of social housing supports and registers such undertakings with the Private Residential 
Tenancies Board within certain time limits. 

I am conscious of the challenges that individuals continue to face, despite the improving 
economic conditions.  However I would also note that the changes to the income tax system 
included in Budget 2015 mean that individuals who paid Income Tax and or USC in 2014 have 
seen a reduction in their tax bill in 2015 where incomes are equal.  Budget 2016 is now con-
tinuing this process of reducing the tax burden on low and middle income earners including, 
among other changes, a decrease in the three lowest rates of USC announced to take effect from 
January 2016.

17/12/2015WRE03100VAT Rate Application

17/12/2015WRE03200119. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his plans to amend the ap-
plicable rates of value added tax so that school uniforms of all sizes are rated at 0%; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45936/15]

17/12/2015WRE03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The VAT rating of goods and services 
is subject to the requirements of EU VAT law with which Irish VAT law must comply.  In this 
regard, the rate of VAT that applies to a particular good or service is determined by the nature 
of the good or service, and not by the status of the customer. 

Children’s clothing and footwear are subject to the zero rate for children which is defined as 
the average build of a 10 year old in the VAT Consolidation Act 2010.  The zero rating applies 
according to the following criteria:

- all children’s clothing of sizes up to and including 32” chest or 26” waist; and,



17 December 2015

259

 - children’s footwear up to and including size 5½ (38 continental or equivalent).

Under the EU VAT Directive, Member States may retain the zero rates on goods and ser-
vices which were in place on 1 January 1991, but cannot extend the zero rate to new goods and 
services.  As school uniforms for people over 10 years of age were not subject to the zero rate 
on 1 January 1991, it is not possible to apply the zero rate to these uniforms now.

In addition, Member States may apply a reduced VAT rate to those goods and services which 
are listed under Annex III of the EU VAT Directive.  As clothes and shoes are not listed under 
this Annex the reduced rate cannot be applied to the supply of school uniforms.  Therefore the 
only rate of VAT that can apply to the supply of school uniforms for children over 10 years of 
age is the standard VAT rate of 23%.

17/12/2015WRE03400Mortgage Interest Relief Expenditure

17/12/2015WRE03500120. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his estimate of the cost of 
mortgage interest relief for owner occupiers in 2016 and 2017, assuming interest rates do not 
change in the meantime; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45937/15]

17/12/2015WRE03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I advised the Deputy in response to 
his Question No. 74 of 26 November 2015, figures for the cost of mortgage interest relief in 
2014 and 2015 are highly provisional. 

The cost of relief for 2016 and 2017 will depend on a variety of factors, including the num-
bers of mortgages, the monetary amount of the qualifying loans taken out, the rate of relief ap-
plying to those qualifying loans, the year the qualifying loans were taken out and the extent to 
which the ceilings for relief are impacted by changes in interest rates.  Taking these issues into 
consideration, my Department and Revenue will review forecasts for the following years after 
the end year 2015 receipts are finalised.

17/12/2015WRE03700NAMA Expenditure

17/12/2015WRE03800121. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the fees the National Asset 
Management Agency incurred in appointing receivers to its debtors; and the number of persons 
and professional firms it appointed as receivers in each of the years to date. [45938/15]

17/12/2015WRE03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  The information sought by the Deputy 
is set out in the following table.

Period Appointments Total Fees €m*
2010 79 2.06
2011 67 15.45
2012 64 19.66
2013 101 22.29
2014  73 23.02
2015 to date 23 17.32
Notes:

*Receiver fees form part of the receivership and are met out of receivership realisations.  Fees 
for an insolvency are set by reference to the procurement process relating to the selection and 
appointment of the insolvency practitioner.  Typically fees reduce as the assignment progresses 
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and the level of assets reduces by way of disposals or otherwise.  However, this depends on the 
complexity of the insolvency and the fact that issues can emerge during the insolvency.  

I am advised by NAMA that it has selected 70 separate firms from a panel appointed after a 
public procurement process in respect of these appointments.

17/12/2015WRE04000Promissory Notes

17/12/2015WRE04100122. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the interest rate that applies 
on the €25 billion of floating-rate notes held by the Central Bank of Ireland as a result of the 
promissory note transaction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45939/15]

17/12/2015WRE04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Offering Circulars for the Floating 
Rate Notes are available on the NTMA website at http://www.ntma.ie/business-areas/funding-
and-debt-management/government-bonds/.  These outline the individual interest rate applied to 
each FRN. 

The nominal outstanding of the FRNs is now €23.034bn and not €25bn.

The interest rates applied range from 6-mth Euribor +253bps to +268bps. 6-mth Euribor 
today is -3.9bps.

The 6-month Euribor is reset every 6 months.  The last coupons fixed on 16th June were re-
set on 18th June. 6-mth Euribor was +5.1bps on 16th June.  The coupons will fix at 6-mth Euri-
bor on 16th December for reset on 18th December.

17/12/2015WRE04300EU State Aid Negotiations

17/12/2015WRE04400123. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of initiatives 
he has announced which have not commenced due to waiting for European Union state aid ap-
proval; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45940/15]

17/12/2015WRE04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It has not been possible to collate the 
information requested in the time available.  However the requested information will be col-
lated and forwarded to the Deputy in writing. 

17/12/2015WRE04600NAMA Social Housing Provision

17/12/2015WRE04700124. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of housing 
units the National Asset Management Agency has approved and transferred for social housing, 
by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45941/15]

17/12/2015WRE04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised that NAMA has made a 
substantial contribution to social housing provision, as illustrated by the breakdown set out in 
the following table.

NAMA has to date facilitated the delivery of 2,000 houses and apartments for social hous-
ing through its debtors and receivers and directly through its social housing special purpose 
company, NARPS.  This equates to more than one-third of total Part V social housing delivery 
in the period between 2002 and 2011 when over 500,000 new private houses were built in the 
State.  In delivering these units for social housing, I am further advised that NAMA has incurred 
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costs of over €220m in remediating and finishing off houses and apartments so that they could 
be lived in and in buying properties from its debtors and receivers for onward leasing through 
NARPS to local authorities and approved housing bodies.   

Region Offered by 
NAMA

Demand Confirmed by 
Local Authorities

Delivered 

Carlow Co. Co. 225 150 138
Cavan Co. Co. 49 1 -
Clare Co. Co. 233 66 32
Cork City 500 169 133
Cork Co. Co. 789 308 280
Donegal Co. Co 118 32 5
Dublin City Council 828 391 379
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown Co. 
Co.

332 143 93

Fingal County Council 279 114 106
Galway City Council 203 202 197
Galway Co. Co. 135 40 24
Kerry Co. Co. 219 131 42
Kildare Co. Co. 298 122 113
Kilkenny Co. Co. 183 63 55
Laois Co. Co 98 1 -
Leitrim Co. Co. 35 0 -
Limerick City and County 
Council

147 55 16

Longford Co. Co 31 0 -
Louth County Council 30 27 27
Mayo Co. Co 75 31 -
Meath Co. Co. 235 63 38
Monaghan Co. Co 42 39 -
Offaly Co. Co. 79 32 29
Roscommon Co. Co. 136 10 -
Sligo Co. Co 111 29 4
South Dublin County Council 591 131 119
Tipperary Co. Co 161 13 -
Waterford Co. Co. 103 51 51
Westmeath Co. Co 108 25 20
Wexford Co. Co 225 132 92
Wicklow Co. Co. 36 7 7
Total 6,634 2,578 2,000

17/12/2015WRE04900NAMA Operations

17/12/2015WRE05000125. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of applications 
for rent reviews received by developers whose debts are owned by the National Asset Manage-
ment Agency; and the number which were successful. [45942/15]
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17/12/2015WRE05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that it has re-
ceived 388 eligible rent abatement applications through its debtors and receivers.  NAMA has 
approved 376 of these and declined just 12.  NAMA approved rent abatements are worth €24m 
annually to the SME retail sector in Ireland.

17/12/2015WRE05200Tax Reliefs Application

17/12/2015WRE05300126. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of taxpayers 
who were impacted in 2014 by the restriction on tax relief on contributions to large pension 
pots, as outlined in budget 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45943/15]

17/12/2015WRE05400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Standard Fund Threshold (SFT) is 
the maximum allowable pension fund on retirement for tax purposes.  The SFT was reduced 
in Budget 2014 and Finance (No 2) Act 2013 from €2.3 million to a level of €2 million, with 
effect from 1 January 2014.  The legislation provided that any individual who had pension 
rights in excess of the SFT limit at the relevant date (i.e. 1 January 2014) was entitled to protect 
or “grandfather” those rights by applying to the Revenue Commissioners for a Personal Fund 
Threshold (PFT) certificate.

When the SFT was reduced to €2 million from 1 January 2014, the deadline for making a 
PFT application was 31 July 2015 and, by that date, Revenue had received a total of 749 ap-
plications for PFT certificates. 

The reduction in the SFT also had an impact on individuals who had pension rights of less 
than €2 million as at 1 January 2014, but whose pension rights could possibly attain a level of 
between €2 million and €2.3 million at a later stage had the SFT limit not been reduced.  It is 
not possible, however, to provide any estimate of the number of individuals who might have 
been impacted by this reduction.

17/12/2015WRE05500Tax Reliefs Application

17/12/2015WRE05600127. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the saving in 2014 from 
restricting tax relief on private medical insurance policies to the first €1,000 of premiums. 
[45944/15]

17/12/2015WRE05700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the potential yield to the Exchequer in 2014 of restricting tax relief on private 
medical insurance policies to the first €1,000 of a premium is tentatively estimated to be in the 
order of €151 million.

17/12/20117/12/2015WRF00200Negative Equity Mortgages Data

17/12/2015WRF00300128. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of households 
in negative equity; the implications of this for the wider economy; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45945/15]

17/12/2015WRF00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Negative equity occurs when the price 
of a property falls below the value of the outstanding mortgage secured on that property.    I 
have been informed by the Central Bank of Ireland that it does not publish a regular series of 
data on mortgages in negative equity.   Neither do officials in my own Department collect such 
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data. The Central Bank’s latest Household Credit Market Report, at http://www.centralbank.ie/
publications/Documents/Household%20Credit%20Market%20Report%202015H2.pdf, pres-
ents the percentage of loans in negative equity by the origin year of the mortgage (Figure 17, 
HCMR H2 2015). These data are for December 2014 and do not reflect changes to loan bal-
ances and house prices since December 2014.

However, the Deputy may wish to note that the ESRI’s Summer Quarterly Economic Com-
mentary provides the most recently available research on the number of mortgages that are in 
negative equity and can be accessed at http://www.esri.ie/pubs/QEC2015SUM.pdf. This report 
shows that the estimated number of those who are in negative equity continues to decline with 
the rise in residential property prices.

According to the ESRI’s analysis, the number of mortgages, nationally, estimated to be in 
negative equity reached close to 315,000 at the end of 2012 but has continued to decline since, 
with an estimated 267,000 in negative equity in 2013 and just over 161,000 in December 2014. 
Based on residential price developments for this year, it is now estimated that somewhere in the 
region of 100,000 mortgages are likely to be in negative equity by the end of 2015.

Residential property price increases are relevant in alleviating the extent of negative equity 
and household over-indebtedness and this has important implications for the wider economy. 
The reduction in negative equity should improve mobility amongst those affected, encourage 
spending on home improvements and maintenance, and increase consumption via the wealth 
effect.

17/12/2015WRF00500Tax Data

17/12/2015WRF00600129. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of recipients of 
the single person child carer tax credit in 2015 to date and how this compares to the one-parent 
family tax credit when it applied. [45946/15]

17/12/2015WRF00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Revenue Commissioners advise 
that the information requested is being compiled and is not available within the timeframe al-
lowed. A full response will be sent to the Deputy as soon as the information is available.

17/12/2015WRF00800Infrastructure and Capital Investment Programme

17/12/2015WRF00900130. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of projects 
funded by the Irish Infrastructure Fund since its inception, including the nature of such projects 
and the number of jobs created; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45947/15]

17/12/2015WRF01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Irish Infrastructure Fund (IIF) was 
established by Irish Life Investment Managers, with AMP Capital appointed as the fund’s dis-
cretionary investment manager. The objective of the IIF is to provide long term investors with a 
stable income yield as well as the potential for capital growth deriving from a substantial port-
folio of assets which underpin the Irish economy. The Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF) 
has a commitment of €250 million to the IIF. 

The IIF has thus far completed three investments. The first investment was the acquisition of 
a controlling stake in a portfolio of wind farms from Viridian Group in 2012. The IIF completed 
a second investment in 2013 when it acquired Towercom, Ireland’s largest independent wire-
less telecoms infrastructure company. The IIF’s most recent investment was completed in July 
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2015, when it acquired the concession contract to operate and maintain The Convention Centre 
Dublin, with the investment also including a license to build and operate an approximately 330-
bed hotel on a site adjacent to The Convention Centre. 

The IIF has in the course of 2015 secured investor commitments to over €400 million, in-
cluding the ISIF commitment, with 14 institutional investors participating in the funding round 
to complete the most recent CCD investment. The IIF has an on-going pipeline of investment 
opportunities that it is actively evaluating and it is currently hoped that an additional investment 
will be undertaken in the coming months. The IIF is also continuing to meet with both domestic 
and international investors with a view to raising additional capital.

Information on the economic impact of ISIF’s investments, including employment, is pub-
lished on a bi-annual basis. Due to commercial sensitivities the ISIF does not report on eco-
nomic impact at individual transaction level, but instead at the aggregate portfolio level. Up-
dated economic impact figures show that as at end-December 2014, ISIF, through its investment 
activities, was supporting 12,005  jobs in the Irish economy.  Interim economic impact figures 
for the first half of 2015 will be published in the coming days.

17/12/2015WRF01100Deposit Protection Account

17/12/2015WRF01200131. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the balance in the deposit 
protection account at the end of each year from 2011 to date and currently. [45948/15]

17/12/2015WRF01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The current amount in the deposit pro-
tection account is €396m.

The balance at the end of each year from 2011 to 2014 is as follows: 2011 - €435m; 2012 - 
€403m; 2013 - €380m; and 2014 - €392m.

The Deputy should note however that as a result of the transposition of the Deposit Guarantee 
Scheme (DGS) Directive (2014/49/EU), the deposit protection account will shortly have no role 
in a deposit protection context. This is due to the new Deposit Guarantee Regulations (S.I. No. 
516 of 2015) requiring annual contributions to be made to a new deposit contributory fund es-
tablished under these regulations. The requirement is to build the deposit contributory fund up 
to a level of 0.8% of covered deposits (circa €680m) of all credit institutions authorised in the 
State by 3 July 2024. This will mean an annual contribution by participating credit institutions 
of approximately €85m.  

In order to facilitate the move from the deposit protection account to the deposit contribu-
tory fund, Part 3 of the Finance (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2015, introduced a funding ar-
rangement known as a legacy fund. Under this arrangement the Central Bank will shortly trans-
fer 0.2% of covered deposits or €180m from the deposit protection account to the new legacy 
fund, in order to provide a backstop to the deposit contributory fund in the early years while it 
is being built up. The balance of deposit protection account funds will be returned to credit in-
stitutions, as there is no longer any legal basis to hold onto this money. 

The reason the level of 0.2% of covered deposits was chosen is that it will ensure that 
all credit institutions will contribute proportionately the same amount to the legacy fund, and 
therefore to a DGS pay-out should the contributory fund have insufficient resources during 
the three-year operational period of the legacy fund.

17/12/2015WRF01400IBRC Liquidation
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17/12/2015WRF01500132. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of loans out-
standing to former directors of Anglo Irish Bank and the Irish Nationwide Building Society; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45949/15]

17/12/2015WRF01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Special Liquidators 
that they are not in a position to comment on individual cases. They have further advised that 
the information requested is confidential and it would not be appropriate for them to release 
such information.

17/12/2015WRF01700Credit Unions

17/12/2015WRF01800133. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of fees charged 
to date by the special managers appointed to credit unions; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45950/15]

17/12/2015WRF01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by the Central 
Bank that the only Special Manager appointment to a credit union to date was the appointment 
of Mr Luke Charlton of Ernst &Young to act as Special Manager for Newbridge Credit Union 
Limited.

From 13 January 2012 to 26 April 2013 a total of €1.25 million in Special Manager fees was 
approved by the High Court. At an early point the Special Manager reduced the hourly rates 
from €423 to €375 with the approval of the  High Court, including a corresponding reduction 
for his staff. 

The Special Manager had not been paid any fees between 26 April 2013 and the point of 
transfer to Permanent TSB (PTSB) on 11 November 2013. The transfer order included a Special 
Manger fee accrual liability for PTSB, and PTSB later discharged it. The amount invoiced for 
that period was €502,638. 

Therefore, the total amount paid to the Special Manager in respect of his tenure was ap-
proximately €1.75 million.

17/12/2015WRF02000NAMA Assets Sale

17/12/2015WRF02100134. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the value of artwork, jew-
ellery and other goods disposed of by the National Asset Management Agency; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45951/15]

17/12/2015WRF02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am been advised by NAMA that it has 
approved disposals by debtors and receivers of non-real estate assets with an aggregate value in 
excess of €486m. Such assets include shares and other investments as well as artwork, jewel-
lery, fixed assets other goods.

17/12/2015WRF02300Deposit Guarantee Scheme

17/12/2015WRF02400135. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the value of deposits cov-
ered by the deposit guarantee scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45952/15]

17/12/2015WRF02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank of Ireland is respon-
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sible for the operation of the Deposit Guarantee Scheme (DGS), which covers licensed credit 
institutions operating in the State. The DGS covers deposits up to €100,000 per eligible de-
positor per credit institution. The amount of covered deposits currently stands at approximately 
€89.6bn.

17/12/2015WRF02600Tax Data

17/12/2015WRF02700136. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount owing by busi-
nesses to the Revenue Commissioners under each tax heading; the age profile of the arrears; and 
the steps the Revenue Commissioners are taking to engage with businesses currently struggling 
to meet their tax liabilities.  [45953/15]

17/12/2015WRF02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that it reports 
on the tax debt as at 31 March each year.

On 31 March 2015 the total outstanding debt amounted to €1.69 billion. However, this fig-
ure included €701m of debt under appeal to the Appeal Commissioners and €87m of insolvency 
debt. 

The remaining amount of €907 million is regarded as a more accurate indicator of the ac-
tual debt that was available to Revenue for collection. Of this amount, €384m was under ac-
tive enforcement and a further €112m was the subject of phased payment arrangements at 31 
March 2015. The remaining €411m was at various other stages of the debt collection cycle, for 
example  at ‘Demand’ stage or ‘Negotiation’ stage.  

The following table provides an aged analysis breakdown of the ‘Debt Available for Collec-
tion’ amount due under each tax heading at 31 March 2015.

Revenue has confirmed to me that it continues to actively encourage viable businesses ex-
periencing cash-flow or payment difficulties to make contact as soon as such problems start to 
arise to find an agreed way through the difficulties and restore timely tax payment compliance 
as quickly as possible. The €112m collected under phased arrangements is a direct result of 
Revenue’s approach in this regard.   

Age Analysis of Debt Available for Collection by Year of Assessment as at 31/03/2015 (To-
tal €M)

Year Income 
Tax

Corpo-
ration 
Tax

Capital 
Gains 
Tax

Pay As 
You 
Earn

Pay 
Related 
Social 
Insur-
ance

Uni-
versal 
Social 
Charge

Rel-
evant 
Con-
tract 
Tax

Value 
Added 
Tax

Capital 
Acqui-
sitions 
Tax

Total

to 2007 94 2 44 6 7 0 10 59 6 228
2008 31 4 7 4 6 0 3 31 3 88
2009 28 2 4 5 7 0 1 30 1 78
2010 32 2 3 6 8 0 1 32 2 85
2011 42 2 2 12 8 0 1 14 2 83
2012 47 4 3 11 9 0 0 21 5 99
2013 94 5 5 10 16 8 1 11 5 156
2014 4 22 3 69 73 24 3 -121 12 89
Total 373 43 69 121 135 32 20 76 35 907

17/12/2015WRF02900Illicit Trade in Tobacco
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17/12/2015WRF03000137. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the revenue lost on illegal 
black market cigarettes in each of the years from 2011 to date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [45954/15]

17/12/2015WRF03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the extent of the illegal trade in cigarettes is estimated through annual surveys that 
are carried out for them and for the Health Service Executive National Tobacco Control Office 
by Ipsos MRBI. The results of these surveys for 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 suggest that the 
losses to the Exchequer in excise duty and VAT attributable to the illegal trade in cigarettes 
were €258 million, €240 million, €212 million and €214 million respectively. The estimates 
are based on the assumption that the illegal cigarettes consumed displace the equivalent full tax 
paid quantities of cigarettes.

A further survey in respect of 2015 is underway and it is expected that the results will be 
available towards the end of the first quarter of 2016.

17/12/2015WRF03200Petrol Stretching

17/12/2015WRF03300138. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of complaints 
of petrol stretching received by the customs and excise service in each of the months since 
January 2014; the number investigated and ongoing, by county; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45955/15]

17/12/2015WRF03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that, from mid-2014 on, they began to receive reports from a variety of locations around 
the country of problems relating to petrol quality, and suggestions that these problems were 
attributable to petrol stretching. 

The numbers of complaints on this matter received in each month from July 2014 to De-
cember 2015 are set out in the following table. No complaints were received from June 2015 to 
November 2015 inclusive. 

Month July 
2014

Aug. 
2014

Sept. 
2014

Oct. 
2014

Nov. 
2014

Dec. 
2014

Jan. 
2015

Feb. 
2015

March 
2015

April  
2105

May 
2015

Dec. 
2015

No. of 
com-
plaints

1 12 28 34 42 11 6 3 4 1 1 1

Every filling station about which a complaint was made was visited by Revenue officers and 
petrol samples were taken and referred to the State Laboratory for scientific analysis. Despite 
this extensive programme of sampling and analysis, evidence of the presence of prohibited 
stretching agents was found in only two samples, both from one location in County Louth. The 
conclusive results from those tests led to the seizure of the fuel concerned.   Cases are currently 
before the Courts in relation to those detections.

I am assured by the Revenue Commissioners that they fully recognise the serious threats 
that fuel fraud poses to legitimate businesses, motorists and Exchequer revenues, and  I am 
satisfied that Revenue will continue to fulfil their responsibilities for combatting such fraud 
through a wide-ranging and effective programme of compliance and enforcement actions.

17/12/2015WRF03500Universal Social Charge Yield

17/12/2015WRF03600139. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the proportion that the 



Questions - Written Answers

268

universal social charge represents of all income tax receipts in each year since its inception; 
the projected percentage in 2015 and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45956/15]

17/12/2015WRF03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, the Universal 
Social Charge (USC) was introduced in Budget 2011  replacing the Income and Health Levies. 
It was a necessary measure to widen the tax base, remove poverty traps and raise revenue to 
reduce the budget deficit.   

The data requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table.  It is important to take into 
account that the figures displayed for 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 in the table are based on end-
year outturns and are on a Revenue Net Receipts basis.  These can differ slightly from Exche-
quer Receipts for reasons of accounting and timing.  The estimates and projected percentages 
for 2015 and 2016 are in respect of the most up to date forecast as contained in Budget 2016.   

Year Total USC Receipts 
€ million

Total Income Tax Receipts 
(Including USC Receipts) € 
million

Total USC Receipts 
as a % of total Income 
Tax Receipts

2011 €3,114 €13,812 22.5%
2012 €3,790 €15,151 25.0%
2013 €3,930 €15,752 24.9%
2014 €3,647 €17,133 23.2%
2015 (f) €4,225 €18,200 23.2%
2016 (f) €3,995 €18,995 21.0%
In the normal course of processing returns, there is some minor reapportionment between 

PAYE and PAYE receipts but it should be noted that the 2014 PAYE and PAYE USC outturns 
were impacted by more significant adjustments than usual to reapportionment receipts between 
these two headings to correct an initial estimated allocation used in 2013 (for the period Janu-
ary to June 2013). The net Exchequer effect of the reapportionment is and will remain neutral.   

As the Deputy will be aware, a significant USC package was introduced in Budget 2016, 
which reduces the expected USC receipts in 2016, as indicated in the table.

17/12/2015WRF03800Central Bank of Ireland Staff

17/12/2015WRF03900140. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of contract 
outsourced staff employed at the Central Bank of Ireland, the roles they perform and their daily 
salaries, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45958/15]

17/12/2015WRF04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has informed me that 
it currently has 65 contractors engaged. For commercial reasons it is not possible to disclose 
individual daily rates, however the average daily rate paid to these contractors is €478 (exclud-
ing VAT). The number of contractors varies from time to time and is determined by the business 
needs of the Bank.

The daily rate paid is determined by the role performed. These roles vary from temporary 
roles such as the provision of maternity leave cover to the engagement of specialists. These 
contractors are engaged via the completion of competitive tender processes. 

These numbers include a significant number of IT resources and reflects the current number 
of IT projects underway and also the dynamics of the IT market place.
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Role Number of Contractors
Quality and Test Resources 21
Solution Developers and Designers 12
Temporary Administrators 11
Project and Programme Managers 10
Service Desk Resources 6
IT Security Specialists 3
Business System Analyst 1
HR Consultant 1
Total Number of contract, outsourced staff 65

17/12/2015WRG0010017/12/2015WRG00200State Bodies Mergers

17/12/2015WRG00300141. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when the merger of the 
Financial Services Ombudsman and the Pensions Ombudsman will take place; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45965/15]

17/12/2015WRG00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy may be aware, my De-
partment has been progressing the amalgamation of the Offices of the Financial Services Om-
budsman and the Pensions Ombudsman. The Government agreed Heads of a Bill to provide for 
the amalgamation of both organisations in May 2015 and the proposed legislation is currently 
on the ‘B’ list of the Government legislation programme for the autumn session 2015.

17/12/2015WRG00500Small and Medium Enterprises Debt

17/12/2015WRG00600142. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the latest information avail-
able as to the amount of small and medium enterprise debt outstanding; the amount which is in 
arrears; the amount classified as non-performing; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[45966/15]

17/12/2015WRG00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank publishes the level of 
outstanding SME debt through the statistical release “Trends in Business Credit and Deposits: 
Q2 2015”, which indicates that total loans by resident credit institutions to Irish resident SMEs 
was €50.6 billion at end-June 2015. This publication is available on the Central Bank web-
site at: http://www.centralbank.ie/polstats/stats/cmab/pages/businesscredit.aspx

Although the Central Bank do not publish data specifically around SME arrears, the pub-
lication “SME Market Report 2015 H1” reports on SME default numbers (as per the Basel II 
definition of default). This publication is available on the Central Bank website at: http://www.
centralbank.ie/publications/Documents/SME%20Market%20Report%202015H1.pdf.

17/12/2015WRG00800Additional Voluntary Contributions

17/12/2015WRG00900143. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the yield from allowing 
persons early access to pension as provided for in budget 2013 in each of the years 2013 to date; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45967/15]

17/12/2015WRG01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Pre-retirement access to certain Addi-
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tional Voluntary Contributions (AVCs) was passed into law with the enactment of the Finance 
Act 2013 on 27 March 2013. The option to access up to 30% of an AVC runs for 3 years from 
that date to 26 March 2016. The administrator of the pension scheme has to make a return 
within 15 working days of the end of each quarter showing the following information:

- The number of transfers made

- The aggregate value of the transfers made and the tax deducted.

The latest returns received are for the quarter ended 30 September 2015 and I am informed by 
the Revenue Commissioners that the tax yield up to that date is as follows: 2013 - €25,893,897;   
2014 - €16,944,144; and 2015 (to 30 September 2015) - €13,068,070.

17/12/2015WRG01100Tax Yield

17/12/2015WRG01200144. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the yield from the high 
earners restriction in each year since it was introduced; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45968/15]

17/12/2015WRG01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The High Earners Restriction was intro-
duced in Finance Acts 2006 and 2007, with effect from 1 January 2007, and further amended 
in Finance Act 2010.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that the yield in respect of the restriction, 
which limits the use of certain tax reliefs and exemptions by high income individuals, is out-
lined in the table.  These figures are based on returns received by Revenue.

Year Additional Tax €m
2013 60
2012 63
2011 64
2010 80
2009 39
2008 40
2007 40
Reports are published on both my Department’s and the Revenue Commissioners websites 

that provide comprehensive analysis of the high earners restriction. A copy of these reports are 
also sent to the opposition spokespersons on Finance.

The most recent report for 2013, the latest year for which data are available, is located at 
http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/publications/ror-2013-report.pdf.

17/12/2015WRG01400Tax Reliefs Data

17/12/2015WRG01500145. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the tax expenditure, the 
number of participants and the jobs supported under the employment and investment incentive 
and seed capital scheme in each of the years 2013 to date; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45969/15]

17/12/2015WRG01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
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sioners that a wide range of statistical information is available on the Commissioners’ Statis-
tics webpage: http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/index.html. In relation to the Deputy’s 
Question, the latest information on the cost and numbers availing of the “Employment and 
Investment Incentive (EII)’’ and “Investment in Seed Capital” schemes can be found at http://
www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/costs-tax-expenditures.pdf. The latest full year for which 
information is available is 2013. Updates for 2014 will be published in due course.

Data in relation to the number of jobs supported should become available at a later stage. 
Under the terms of the incentive, relief in respect of 30% of the amount invested in a qualify-
ing company is granted to the investor in the year of investment, while the balance is only due 
where it has been proven that employment levels have increased at the company, or where 
evidence is provided that the company used the capital raised for expenditure on research and 
development, at the end of the holding period. Claims for the balance of the relief are due from 
this year.

17/12/2015WRG01700Tax Reliefs Data

17/12/2015WRG01800146. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the tax expenditure, the 
number of participants and the jobs supported by the special assignee relief programme in each 
of the years 2013 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45970/15]

17/12/2015WRG01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that a report on the Special Assignee Relief Programme for 2012 and 2013 has been 
published and is available on the Commissioners website at: http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/
publications/sarp-report-2012-2013.pdf. This report was also sent to the opposition spokesper-
sons on Finance for their information.

The Revenue Commissioners will prepare a similar report in relation to the 2014 tax year, 
which should be finalised during the first quarter of 2016.

17/12/2015WRG02000Foreign Earnings Deduction

17/12/2015WRG02100147. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the tax expenditure as-
sociated, the number of participants and the jobs supported under the foreign earnings deduc-
tion scheme in each of the years 2013 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45971/15]

17/12/2015WRG02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that a wide range of statistical information is available on the Commissioners’ Statis-
tics webpage: http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/index.html. In relation to the Deputy’s 
Question, the latest information on the cost and numbers availing of the Foreign Earnings De-
duction scheme can be found at http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/costs-tax-expendi-
tures.pdf. The latest full year for which information is available is 2013. Updates for 2014 will 
be published in due course. There is no specific reporting requirement in relation to the number 
of jobs supported by the incentive.

17/12/2015WRG02300Credit Unions Restructuring

17/12/2015WRG02400148. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of applications 
for credit union restructuring currently before the restructuring board; and if he will make a 



Questions - Written Answers

272

statement on the matter. [45973/15]

17/12/2015WRG02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): To date the Credit Union Restructuring 
Board (ReBo) has provided assistance in 40 completed mergers involving 82 different credit 
unions.  ReBo has recently approved a further  6 mergers involving 12 credit unions.  ReBo 
meets on a monthly basis to review finalised merger proposals. There are currently no proposals 
in front of the board for its upcoming monthly meeting on 17 December.

ReBo is engaging with a further 114 credit unions and mergers involving a number of 
these credit unions may come before the board for approval during the course of 2016. 

As stated previously, I am pleased that credit unions are engaging with ReBo as a business 
strategy to achieve the scale necessary to move to a more efficient and effective business model 
and as a means of strengthening the sector.

17/12/2015WRG02600Professional Fees

17/12/2015WRG02700149. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount that has been 
paid to a firm (details supplied) for professional services on the banking crisis since 2008, in-
cluding any amounts, shown separately, paid by his Department, the Central Bank of Ireland, 
the National Treasury Management Agency and the National Pensions Reserve Fund, or by the 
covered institutions themselves. [45974/15]

17/12/2015WRG02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the Deputy’s query, re-
garding the amount that has been paid to a firm (details supplied) for professional services on 
the banking crisis since 2008, I can confirm that the Department has not made any payments to 
this firm.  

In relation to my Department, I would ask the Deputy to note that the firm has been engaged 
on a pro bono basis as financial advisors for capital restructuring and other related matters in 
relation to State investment in AIB since 8th January 2015 with an anticipated end date of 31st 
December 2015.  A statement and QandA concerning the appointment of the firm as financial 
advisors for capital restructuring and other related matters in relation to State investment in 
AIB in January 2015, on a pro bono basis, is available on the Department of Finance website at 
http://www.finance.gov.ie/news-centre/press-releases/goldman-sachs-international-appointed-
financial-advisors-capital  

The Central Bank has advised me that it has not made any payments to this firm for profes-
sional services on the banking crisis since 2008.  In relation to the covered institutions, I am 
advised that disclosure of payments to the firm referred to in the question is considered com-
mercially sensitive.  

The National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) has advised me that the National 
Pensions Reserve Fund has not made any payments to the firm in question.  However in relation 
to the NTMA, I am advised that the following payments have been made: 

- 2008  2009  2010  2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

 NTMA Nil Nil €286,360 €6,003,427* €1,790,880** €1,307,657 Nil Nil

Notes:

* The NTMA recovered €2.7m from financial institutions in relation to fees paid in 2011.
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** The NTMA recovered €0.6m from financial institutions in relation to fees paid in 2012.

17/12/2015WRG02900Alcohol Sales

17/12/2015WRG03000150. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance to set out the licensing costs 
incurred by off-trade alcohol retailers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45976/15]

17/12/2015WRG03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that, under Section 59 and Schedule 2 of the Finance (No. 2) Act 2008, the duty on a 
licence for the sale of alcohol such as spirits, wine, or beer for consumption off the premises is 
€500. The duty is charged on a flat-fee basis per licence type and the licences are renewed annu-
ally. Many retailers hold a combination of licences, including a beer licence which also entitles 
the retailer to sell cider. A typical off-licence retailer will hold licences to sell wine, spirits and 
beer and will pay licence duty of €1,500 annually.

17/12/2015WRG03200Irish Water Funding

17/12/2015WRG03300151. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount Irish Water has 
drawn down from its loan facility with the National Pensions Reserve Fund; the full amount of 
the loan facility; the period of time over which it will be repaid; the interest rate that applies to 
the loan; if any penalty clauses apply in respect of the facility; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45979/15]

17/12/2015WRG03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Ireland Strategic Investment Fund 
(ISIF) has advised that  Irish Water has entered into loan facilities of €450 million in total with 
the Fund, representing a refinancing of the existing €300 million National Pensions Reserve 
Fund facility and a new €150 million loan facility. Both facilities are unguaranteed.  The loan 
facilities have a 1 year maturity and the draw down to date amounts to €300 million. I am 
advised that the specific terms of the loan facilities are commercially sensitive and therefore 
cannot be disclosed.

17/12/2015WRG03500Tax Credits

17/12/2015WRG03600152. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the cost of extending the 
home carers tax credit to cohabiting couples with dependent children; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45980/15]

17/12/2015WRG03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy may be aware, Section 
466A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 provides for the Home Carer Tax Credit. As in-
creased in Budget 2016 the amount of the credit is €1,000.  It is claimable by married persons 
or civil partners who are jointly assessed to tax and where one spouse or civil partner works 
at home, caring for children, aged or incapacitated persons, and that spouse or civil partner’s 
income is not in excess of €7,200. A reduced credit is provided if income is between €7,200 and 
€9,200.  The credit is reduced by half of the excess over €7,200. 

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that, with the data available to the Commis-
sioners, there is no basis on which to develop an estimate of the costing requested by the Deputy 
to extend the credit to cohabiting couples with dependent children.

A wide range of statistical information is available on the Revenue Commissioners’ statis-
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tics webpage: http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/index.html. It may be of interest to the 
Deputy that the latest information on the cost and numbers benefiting from ‘Home carer Credit’ 
can be found at http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/costs-tax-expenditures.pdf. The latest 
full year for which information is available is 2013. Updates for 2014 will be published in due 
course.

17/12/2015WRG03800Budget 2016

17/12/2015WRG03900153. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when the tax strategy papers 
from budget 2016 will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45985/15]

17/12/2015WRG04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The process of publishing the Tax Strat-
egy Group papers for Budget 2016 will commence shortly  and I would anticipate that they will 
be available on my Department’s website during the first quarter of 2016.

17/12/20117/12/2015WRH00150Tax Reliefs Data

17/12/2015WRH00200154. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the annual cost of the artists 
exemption tax relief and the number of persons benefitting in each of the years 2008 to date, 
in tabular form; if he will review the exemption; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45986/15]

17/12/2015WRH00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that a wide range of statistical information is available on the Commissioners’ Statis-
tics webpage: http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/index.html. In relation to the Deputy’s 
Question, the latest information on the cost and numbers benefiting from the Exemption of Cer-
tain Earnings of Writers, Composers and Artists scheme can be found at http://www.revenue.
ie/en/about/statistics/costs-tax-expenditures.pdf. The latest full year for which information is 
available is 2013. Updates for 2014 will be published in due course.

A review of this scheme was published at Budget time, and is available on the Budget web-
site at: http://budget.gov.ie/Budgets/2016/Documents/Tax_Expenditures_Report_pub.pdf.

17/12/2015WRH00350Local Government Fund

17/12/2015WRH00400155. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the occasions when he has 
requested a payment from the local government fund under the provisions of section 6(2)(c) 
of the Local Government Act 1998, as amended, including the dates the requests were made, 
the amounts requested and the dates the moneys were transferred; if he will seek further funds 
before the end of 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45987/15]

17/12/2015WRH00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The following table sets out full details 
regarding payments from the Local Government Fund, under the provisions of section 6(2)(c) 
of the Local Government Act 1998 as amended.   

Year Request date Amount Requested Transfer date Amount received 
2014 16 December 

2014 
€520 million 31 December 

2014
€520 million 
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Year Request date Amount Requested Transfer date Amount received 
2015 4 September 

2015
€250 million 18 September 

2015
€250 million

In terms of further requests in 2015, I would point out that on 11 December 2015, I wrote 
to the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government, Mr. Alan Kelly, T.D., 
requesting an amount of €231 million to be transferred from the Local Government Fund to 
the Exchequer before the year end.  This will bring the total amount transferred from the Local 
Government Fund to the Exchequer in 2015 to €481 million.

17/12/2015WRH00550NAMA Debtors

17/12/2015WRH00600156. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance to provide, in tabular form, 
the number of National Asset Management Agency debtors to declare themselves bankrupt in 
each of the years 2008 to date; the country in which they declared themselves bankrupt; the 
debts owed and the debts owed to the agency in each case; the value of the assets secured by the 
agency and the amount in unsecured debt received by the agency to date; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [45988/15]

17/12/2015WRH00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Information on NAMA debtor bank-
ruptcy is set out in the following tables by year and jurisdiction.

Bankruptcies per Jurisdiction

Country 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 Total 
Ireland 3 2 3 3 1 5 5 22
GB and NI 1 1 13 29 15         

10*
2 71*

U.S.A. - - - - 2 - - 2
South Africa - - - - - - 1 1
*Some of these are debtors which transferred as part of the Project Eagle or Project Arrow 

loan sales.

Bankruptcy Discharges by Jurisdiction

Country 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 Total 
Ireland - - - - - 6 4 10
         
GB and NI - - 1 11 24 14 8 58
U.S. A. - - - - - 1 - 1
I am advised by NAMA that debtors that have been declared bankrupt had, by reference to 

the current nominal or par value of loans, exposure through wider debtor connections to ag-
gregate par debt of €8.4 billion.

NAMA’s security position is not adversely affected by debtor bankruptcy.  In the case of 
debtors who have been declared bankrupt, NAMA has enforced over the assets that secures its 
loans and continues to realise these assets in the normal way.  

When a debtor is declared bankrupt, the assets available to the bankruptcy trustee are usu-
ally the remaining unencumbered/unsecured assets.  The role of the bankruptcy trustee is to 
realise these assets and to make a distribution to all unsecured creditors including any NAMA 
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unsecured balances. 

The bankruptcy trustee continues to deal with all outstanding debt, even where a bankruptcy 
is discharged, until such time as all assets have been realised and the debt, in so far as possible, 
has been repaid.  The bankruptcy trustee can also seek to have the bankrupt contribute from 
post-bankruptcy earnings through an income payment order.    

NAMA reports on debt recoveries in its quarterly and annual financial accounts and does 
not report separately on recoveries from debtors that have been declared bankrupt.  Debt recov-
ery information is highlighted as part of NAMA’s reporting on the movement in its loans and 
receivables balances.

17/12/2015WRH00750NAMA Legal Fees

17/12/2015WRH00800157. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the final legal bill to the 
National Asset Management Agency in respect of the High Court and Supreme Court cases 
concerning the agency’s legal battle with the Office of the Commissioner for Environmental In-
formation and concerning the release of information to a journalist (details supplied); the legal 
costs concerned and the payments to named counsel in the case; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [45989/15]

17/12/2015WRH00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that it has in-
curred total legal costs of €127,324 in the case referenced by the Deputy.  The breakdown of 
the costs is set out below. 

High Court €
Counsel  
Paul Sreenan SC €3,950
Brian Murray SC €22,000
Ciaran Lewis BL €22,000
Solicitors Fees €20,000
Stenographer  €839
  
Supreme Court
Counsel  
Brian Murray SC €19,235
Ciaran Lewis BL €11,800
Solicitors Fees €27,500
Total Fees €127,324

17/12/2015WRH00950Central Bank of Ireland Enforcement Actions

17/12/2015WRH01000158. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the fines greater than 
€100,000 imposed by the Central Bank of Ireland on financial institutions over the past three 
years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45990/15]

17/12/2015WRH01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has provided me with 
the following information on fines greater than €100,000 it has imposed over the past three 
years.
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Year Name Date €
2013 Quinn Insurance Ltd 

(under Administration)
18/02/2013 €5,000,000 Fine waived in the public 

interest 
 Citibank Europe plc 11/12/2013 €550,000  
 Allied Irish Banks plc 17/12/2013 €490,000  
 Total fines greater than 

€100,000 imposed for 
2013

€6,040,000  

2014 Ava Capital Markets 
Limited 

04/03/2014 €165,000  

 UniCredit Bank Ireland 
p.l.c. 

13/03/2014 €315,000  

 FBD Insurance plc 08/05/2014 €490,000  
 Squared Financial Ser-

vices Limited
16/05/2014 €100,000  

 Bank of Montreal Ire-
land plc

21/05/2014 €650,000  

 Ulster Bank Ireland 12/11/2014 €3,500,000  
 Provident Personal 

Credit Limited t/a 
Provident

01/12/2014 €105,000  

 Total fines greater than 
€100,000 imposed for 
2014

€5,325,000  

2015 Western Union 19/05/2015 €1,750,000  
 Mr Tadhg Gunnell 21/05/2015 €105,000 The Central Bank con-

sidered that the actions of 
Mr Gunnell also merited 
a monetary penalty of 
€105,000 being imposed 
on him. However, on the 
basis that Mr Gunnell was 
adjudicated bankrupt by 
the High Court on 26 Jan-
uary 2015, this monetary 
penalty has been waived.

 Irish Nationwide Build-
ing Society

15/07/2015 €5,000,000 Fine waived in the public 
interest 

 Total fines greater than 
€100,000 imposed for 
2015

€6,855,000  

 Total fines greater than 
€100,000 imposed 
from 2013 to 2015

€18,220,000  

17/12/2015WRH01150Mortgage Repayments

17/12/2015WRH01200159. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance if he will communicate with 
each of the pillar banks seeking a deferral of mortgage repayments on commercial and residen-
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tial properties without flood insurance that were flooded during the recent flooding; if he will 
secure a commitment from the banks that a flexible approach will be taken to repayments for all 
small businesses damaged or forced to close during the period in question; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45996/15]

17/12/2015WRH01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that I, in my 
role as Minister for Finance, have no direct function in the relationship between the banks and 
their customers. I have no statutory function in relation to the commercial  decisions made by 
individual institutions at any particular time and these are taken by the board and management 
of the relevant institution. A Relationship Framework has been specified that defines the nature 
of the relationship between the Minister for Finance and each bank and the Relationship Frame-
works for AIB and BOI can be found at: http://www.finance.gov.ie/sites/default/files/Allied-
Irish-Banks1.pdf and http://www.finance.gov.ie/sites/default/files/Bank-of-Ireland1_0.pdf.  

Notwithstanding this, I would expect the banks to show flexibility and understanding to 
those customers who have been affected by the recent flooding events. A direct response from 
AIB and Bank of Ireland to the questions raised by the Deputy is detailed below.

AIB:

“AIB is acutely aware of the significant impact that flooding has had on homeowners and 
businesses. AIB has already announced details of a range of measures to assist businesses, farm-
ers and personal customers who have suffered damage in the recent flooding. The bank has also 
put in place an Emergency Flood Response Line with effect from Wednesday, 15th December.

Personal customers who have experienced flooding in their homes can avail of a number 
of potential solutions including a range of mortgage supports tailored to individual customer 
circumstances. Since the Christmas trading period can be so critical to many business custom-
ers who may have been impacted by the recent flooding, AIB has also announced a number of 
potential solutions for this sector. The bank has confirmed that a team of experienced advisors 
will be on hand to assist customers and connect them to the relevant contact person in their local 
AIB/EBS Branch or Business Centre where necessary.

For AIB customers, the 
number is 0818 303 034, 
Lines open Monday - Friday 
from 8am to 9pm and 
Saturdays 9am to 6pm

For EBS customers, the 
number is 1850 654 321, 
Lines open Monday - Friday 
9am to 5.30pm

For Haven customers the 
number is 1850 565 500, 
Lines open Monday   Friday 
9am to 5.30pm”

BOI:

“Bank of Ireland has put in place a fast track process (effective 9th December) for mortgage 
customers to apply for a moratorium of up to 3 months on their mortgage payments if they 
have been affected by recent weather events and flooding. This is part of a number of supports 
introduced for our consumer and business customers. The Bank has also introduced a €20 mil-
lion loan fund with discounted lending rates available to individuals or businesses impacted. 
These arrangements are supported by proactive communication to customers locally. Impacted 
customers should call to their branch and speak with the manager or a member of their team 
who can advise them of the options available to them.”

17/12/2015WRH01350Home Renovation Incentive Scheme Eligibility

17/12/2015WRH01400160. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance if he will ensure that the 
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home renovation incentive scheme includes works by home-owners and landlords to install 
flood prevention measures which can reduce the risk of flooding to their properties; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [45998/15]

17/12/2015WRH01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Home Renovation Incentive pro-
vides tax relief by way of a tax credit at 13.5% of qualifying expenditure on repair, renovation 
and improvement works on a person’s main home or rental property.  I am informed by the 
Revenue Commissioners that works on a dwelling, which are aimed at preventing the risk of 
flooding, where they otherwise meet the terms of the Incentive, will qualify for relief.

17/12/2015WRH01550Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

17/12/2015WRH01600161. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance his views on a matter 
(details supplied) regarding concessions for persons with disabilities who are purchasing a new 
vehicle; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46005/15]

17/12/2015WRH01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In order for a vehicle to qualify for re-
lief under the Drivers and Passengers with Disabilities Scheme, it must be specially constructed 
or adapted to take account of a person’s disablement. In the case of hand controls, an Individual 
Vehicle Approval certificate is required to confirm that the work carried out meets NSAI (Na-
tional Standards Authority of Ireland) standards. I am assured by Revenue that the number of 
times adaptions are transferred from one vehicle to another is not a matter of concern to them. 

I am advised by Revenue that an incomplete application, from the person concerned, for re-
lief from Vehicle Registration Tax on the proposed purchase of a new car in January 2016 was 
received on 8 December 2015. This application has been returned for completion and will be 
processed without delay when it is re-submitted.

17/12/2015WRH01750Tax Data

17/12/2015WRH01800162. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the projected number and 
percentage of income earners who will be exempt from the universal social charge in 2016. 
[46044/15]

17/12/2015WRH01900163. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the projected number and per-
centage of income earners who will be below the entry level for income tax in 2016, including 
those who will enjoy a tax exemption based on age. [46045/15]

17/12/2015WRH02000164. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the number and percentage of 
income earners who will pay income tax at the 40% rate and at the 20% rate in 2016. [46047/15]

17/12/2015WRH02100166. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the number and percentage 
of income earners who will pay universal social charge at each of the tax brackets in 2016. 
[46049/15]

17/12/2015WRH02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 162 to 
164, inclusive, and 166 together.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that a Post-Budget 2016 Ready Reckoner 
is available on the Revenue Statistics webpage at: http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/
ready-reckoner.pdf. 
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This Ready Reckoner shows a wide range of information including the projected number 
and percentage of income earners who are exempt and who pay income tax and Universal So-
cial Charge (USC) at each rate as set out in Budget 2016.

These figures are estimates from the Revenue tax forecasting model using latest actual data 
for the year 2013, adjusted as necessary for income, self-employment and employment trends 
in the interim. They are estimated by reference to 2016 incomes and are provisional and may 
be revised.

17/12/2015WRH02250Tax Exemptions

17/12/2015WRH02300165. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the number and percentage of 
persons of 65 years of age and over who are considered exempt from income tax. [46048/15]

17/12/2015WRH02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the estimated number of persons 65 years of age and over who are considered 
exempt from income tax is 26,000. I would point out that these figures are based on the number 
of persons who make returns to Revenue. They do not include persons whose income is below 
the income tax exemption limits but who do not make a return to Revenue. These numbers 
equate to approximately 1% of all income earners, including those who do not make a return of 
income themselves or request a balancing statement. 

These figures are estimates from the Revenue tax forecasting model using latest actual data 
for the year 2013, adjusted as necessary for income, self-employment and employment trends 
in the interim. They are estimated by reference to 2016 incomes and are provisional and may 
be revised.

  Question No. 166 answered with Question No. 162.

17/12/2015WRH02550Tax Reliefs Data

17/12/2015WRH02600167. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the tax expenditure associ-
ated with the claiming of flat rate expenses; the number of such claims that were made in 2013 
and 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46052/15]

17/12/2015WRH02700168. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the last occasion on which 
the Revenue Commissioners reviewed the flat rate expenses system for tax relief, including the 
rate at which they apply; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46054/15]

17/12/2015WRH02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 167 
and 168 together.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that a wide range of statistical information is 
available on the Commissioners’ Statistics webpage at http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/statis-
tics/index.html.

In relation to the Deputy’s Question, the latest information on the cost and numbers ben-
efiting from ‘Allowable Expenses’ can be found at http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/
costs-tax-expenditures.pdf. 

I am advised by Revenue that due to the nature of the data returned, it is not possible to 
provide a breakdown of Flat Rate Expenses. The ‘Allowable Expenses’ figures represent both 
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flat rate (employment) expenses and also un-reimbursed expenses incurred wholly, exclusively 
and necessarily in the performance of the duties of an office/employment.

The latest full year for which information is available is 2013. Updates for 2014 will be 
published in due course. 

I am further advised by Revenue that the flat rate expense regime has been developed over 
many years with individual flat rate expenses negotiated with representatives of different cat-
egories of workers at their request. During such negotiations, an entitlement to a deduction is 
first established, i.e. the expense must be wholly, exclusively and necessarily incurred in the 
performance of the duties of the office or employment, and the amount of the allowable ex-
penses incurred is ascertained.

The agreed deduction may then be applied to all employees of the class or group in ques-
tion, ensuring that each individual in a particular class or group is granted the same amount. It 
reduces the need for individual employees to submit claims annually to Revenue thereby reduc-
ing costs for both taxpayers and Revenue.  

Representative bodies occasionally approach Revenue to seek a review of the flat rate ex-
pense applicable to the class or group of employees that they represent.  Any such review is 
focused solely on the expense items applicable to the relevant sector or group of employees.

17/12/20       Question No. 169 withdrawn.

17/12/2015WRJ00250Tax Avoidance Issues

17/12/2015WRJ00300170. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the process which the 
Revenue Commissioners has in place for a person who wishes to notify them of tax evasion or 
any other improper or illegal matter concerning the payment of tax, either anonymously or oth-
erwise; why there is no central national facility in place to enable a person to do this; if leaving 
the process at local or regional level will allow conflicts to arise given that the reporting person 
may be known to officials of the Revenue Commissioners, their anonymity may be compro-
mised and this may discourage whistleblowers from coming forward; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46202/15]

17/12/2015WRJ00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that such a 
facility as mentioned by the Deputy is in place. Revenue has a facility on its website that al-
lows a person to report instances of tax evasion.  Information and the reporting form can be ac-
cessed through the following link:http://www.revenue.ie/en/business/shadow-economy/report-
ing.html). Any such report will be followed through by Revenue. The person making the report 
may remain entirely anonymous if they so wish. Revenue also provides a Confidential Freefone 
Number: 1800 295 295 through which a person can report drug smuggling or smuggling of any 
kind and the illegal sale of cigarettes.

Notwithstanding the facility to report tax evasion anonymously, if a person has specific 
information that s/he wishes to disclose to a Revenue official other than an official in his or her 
local Revenue office, then appropriate arrangements can be made in that regard by Revenue. 

The Director of Internal Audit in the Office of the Revenue Commissioners is also a pre-
scribed person for the purposes of the Protected Disclosure Act 2014 and Statutory Instrument 
No. 339 of 2014.  The protections available under the Protected Disclosure Act 2014 are avail-
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able to employees in respect of disclosures made to the Director of Internal Audit of all matters 
relating to the assessment, collection and management of taxes and duties and the implementa-
tion of customs controls.

If the Deputy is aware of a person who wishes to report tax evasion on that basis, the Deputy 
can advise my officials and arrangements can be subsequently made by Revenue.

17/12/2015WRJ00450Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRJ00500171. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance the number of appointments to 
State boards under the aegis of his Department and the number of appointments that have been 
advertised on his Department’s website since March 2011; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46254/15]

17/12/2015WRJ00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the Deputy’s query in 
relation to the the number of appointments to State Boards under the aegis of my Department 
and the number of appointments that have been advertised on the Department s website, since 
March 2011, please find details in tabular form.  

I, and my Department are cognisant of the need to adhere to the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform’s Guidelines on Appointments to State Boards introduced in late 2014.

Board Number of 
Appoint-
ments in 
2011

Number of 
Appoint-
ments in 
2012

Number of 
Appoint-
ments in 
2013

Number of 
Appoint-
ments in 
2014

Number of 
Appoint-
ments in 
2015

Number of 
appointments 
advertised on 
DoF website

Central 
Bank 
Commis-
sion

1 0 1 re-ap-
pointment 

1 ap-
pointment 
(filled from 
advertise-
ment in 
2012) 2 
re-appoint-
ments

1 ap-
pointment 
(incoming 
Governor 
appointed 
on interim 
basis) 2 
re-appoint-
ments

An appoint-
ment made 
in 2014 was 
based on 
a process 
advertised 
on web-
site.  3 press 
releases on 
appointments 
made.
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Board Number of 
Appoint-
ments in 
2011

Number of 
Appoint-
ments in 
2012

Number of 
Appoint-
ments in 
2013

Number of 
Appoint-
ments in 
2014

Number of 
Appoint-
ments in 
2015

Number of 
appointments 
advertised on 
DoF website

Credit 
Union 
Restruc-
turing 
Board 
(ReBo)

13 6 (Vacan-
cies for 
independent 
members, of 
which there 
were 6, were 
advertised on 
the websites 
of the De-
partment of 
Finance and 
Public Ap-
pointments 
Service, 
where ex-
pressions of 
interest were 
invited from 
the public)

Financial 
Services 
Ombuds-
man 
Council

Nil Nil 6 re-ap-
pointments  
1 appoint-
ment

Nil 7 re-ap-
pointments

See note 3 
below

Irish 
Fiscal 
Advisory 
Council

5 51 0 0  22 Appoint-
ments to 
the IFAC 
are made 
under the 
Guidelines 
on Appoint-
ments to 
Stateboards. 
In line with 
these guide-
lines, the 
vacancies 
are adver-
tised on the 
stateboards 
website
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Board Number of 
Appoint-
ments in 
2011

Number of 
Appoint-
ments in 
2012

Number of 
Appoint-
ments in 
2013

Number of 
Appoint-
ments in 
2014

Number of 
Appoint-
ments in 
2015

Number of 
appointments 
advertised on 
DoF website

NAMA - 1 3 2 - Positions 
not publicly 
advertised. 
Exofficio are 
not included 
in this Count

National 
Treasury 
Manage-
ment 
Agency 
Members 
(NTMA 
Board)

0 0 0 6 (not 
including 
ex-officio 
appoint-
ments) 

0 6 vacancies 
were adver-
tised (Only 
one of these  
appointments 
was made 
on the basis 
of applica-
tion process; 
the Minister 
made 5 direct 
appointments 
to the Board. 
As this pro-
cess was well 
under way 
when the 
Department 
of Public 
Expenditure 
and Reform   
procedures 
regarding 
Board ap-
pointments 
was being 
brought in, 
these ap-
pointments 
were ex-
empted from 
that process)
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Board Number of 
Appoint-
ments in 
2011

Number of 
Appoint-
ments in 
2012

Number of 
Appoint-
ments in 
2013

Number of 
Appoint-
ments in 
2014

Number of 
Appoint-
ments in 
2015

Number of 
appointments 
advertised on 
DoF website

National 
Treasury 
Manage-
ment 
Agency 
Members 
(Adviso-
ry Com-
mittee)*

0 1(Secretary 
General 
of Depart-
ment of 
Finance) 

2(1 reap-
pointment, 
1 direct ap-
pointment 
by the 
Minister) 

1(Secretary 
General 
of Depart-
ment of 
Finance) 

0 0

State 
Claims 
Agency 
Policy 
Commit-
tee*

0 4(1 reap-
pointment)
(1 Depart-
ment of 
Health 
representa-
tive)

1(Depart-
ment of 
Health 
representa-
tive replac-
ing pre-
decessor 
appointed 
in 2012)

0 2 Vacan-
cies Ad-
vertised on 
Department 
of Public 
Expenditure 
and Reform 
Website 

National 
Devel-
opment 
Finance 
Agency 
Board*

4(1 Reap-
pointment 
CEO of 
NDFA to 
the Board) 
(Secretary 
General of 
the De-
partment 
of Public 
Expendi-
ture and 
Reform 
Appointed)

0 0 0 3 Vacancies 
advertised on 
Department 
of Public 
Expenditure 
and Reform 
Website 

National 
Pensions 
Reserve 
Fund 
Commis-
sion*

0 1(reap-
pointment)

0 1(reap-
pointment)

0 0

Strategic 
Banking 
Corpora-
tion of 
Ireland

3 94 0 - All va-
cancies filled 
in 2015 were 
advertised 
on the State 
Boards web-
site
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1The 5 members of the Fiscal Council, including the Chairperson, were appointed on an 
administrative basis when the Council was established on a non-statutory basis in July 2011. 
These 5 members were re-appointed in December 2012 when the Council was put on a statu-
tory footing. 

22 appointments were made in 2015, 1 to fill a vacancy which resulted from the ending of 
the term of a Council Member and 1 following the resignation of a further Council Member.  

3In view of the short term of the Council and the amalgamation of the Offices of the Pen-
sion Ombudsman and the Financial Services Ombudsman which will require the experience 
of the existing Council to effect, these positions were not advertised.  The appointment of an 
additional person with specific legal qualifications and experience was also required in 2013. 

4For the SBCI three of the nine appointments in 2015 were reappointments

 *Statutory Instrument 586 of 2014, effective 22 December 2014, reconstituted the Agency 
and dissolved the NTMA Advisory Committee and the State Claims Policy Committee. An or-
der was signed by the Minister for Finance on 23 January 2015 which dissolved the Board of the 
National Development Finance Agency. Under transitional provisions, pending the transfer of 
all NPRF assets and liabilities to the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund, the National Pensions 
Reserve Fund Commission will consist of one Member, the Chief Executive of the NTMA.

17/12/2015WRJ00650Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRJ00700172. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance the number of chairpersons ap-
pointed to State boards under the aegis of his Department who have appeared before the rel-
evant Oireachtas joint committee since March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46269/15]

17/12/2015WRJ00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In reply to the Deputy’s question, please 
see listed as follows details of the chairpersons appointed to State Boards under the aegis of the 
Department (the Central Bank, Irish Fiscal Advisory Council, and National Asset Management 
Agency) who have appeared before the relevant Joint Oireachtas Committee, since March 2011.

The Central Bank:

While appointed before March 2011, the outgoing Chair of the Central Bank Commission 
appeared before the relevant Joint Oireachtas Committee during that timeframe.

Irish Fiscal Advisory Council:

The Chairperson of the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council was appointed on an administrative 
basis when the Council was established on a non-statutory basis in July 2011. The IFAC was put 
on a statutory footing on 31 December 2012, and the Chairperson was re-appointed for a four-
year term from that date. The Chairperson has appeared nine times before the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee on Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform. He has also appeared before the 
Joint Committee on European Affairs on one occasion.

National Asset Management Agency:

NAMA Chairman Frank Daly has appeared before the following committee(s) since 2011:

1. Joint Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform - 9th September 2011
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2. Public Accounts Committee - 26th October 2011

3. Joint Committee on the Implementation of the Good Friday Agreement 8th March 2012

4. Joint Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform - 14th March 2012

5. Public Accounts Committee - 5th July 2012

6. Joint Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform - 24th October 2012

7. Public Accounts Committee - 26th September 2013

8. Public Accounts Committee - 20th December 2013

9. Public Accounts Committee - 29th May 2014

 10.Joint Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform - 22nd October 2014

 11. Public Accounts Committee - 18th December 2014

 12. Joint Committee of Inquiry into the Banking Crisis - 22nd April 2015

 13. Public Accounts Committee - 9th July 2015

 14. Public Accounts Committee - 1st October 2015

 15. Joint Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and  Reform - 16th December 2015.

17/12/2015WRJ00850Commencement of Legislation

17/12/2015WRJ00900173. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Finance the details of the Acts cur-
rently in force for which he has lead responsibility that have Parts or sections yet to be formally 
commenced, including the purpose of same, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46284/15]

17/12/2015WRJ01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It has not been possible to collate the 
information requested in the time available. However the requested information will be collated 
and forwarded to the Deputy in writing.

17/12/2015WRJ01050Living Wage

17/12/2015WRJ01100174. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance the cost of implementing a 
living wage of €11.50 for all employees directly employed or in agencies funded by his Depart-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46406/15]

17/12/2015WRJ01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I wish to advise the Deputy that based 
on the gross hours per week of 43.25 hours 16 of my staff are currently earning less than €11.50 
an hour. If these salaries were raised to a minimum threshold of €11.50 an hour then the total 
additional cost to my Department per annum would be €62,670.63.

In relation to employees employed in agencies funded by my Department, there would be 
no additional cost if a minimum threshold of €11.50 was implemented. 

I can confirm that my Department adheres to all appropriate current wage legislation. As the 
Deputy is aware, following the outcome of the recent considerations by the Low Pay Commis-
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sion, the statutory minimum wage rate will increase from the current rate of €8.65 to €9.15 per 
hour with effect from 1 January 2016. All of the 16 staff aforementioned are currently earning 
an hourly rate above this new statutory minimum wage.

17/12/2015WRJ01250Black Economy

17/12/2015WRJ01300175. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance the steps he has taken to reduce 
shadow economy activity and to increase electronic payment transactions to counter such activ-
ity; if he has set targets for increased electronic payment transactions; the cost of meeting such 
targets; and if he will make a statement on the matter  [46418/15]

17/12/2015WRJ01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Individuals and businesses that operate 
within the shadow economy gain an unfair competitive advantage compared to legitimate, tax 
compliant businesses and deprive the Exchequer of much needed revenues.  The Deputy will be 
aware that I have introduced a number of legislative measures in recent years aimed at counter-
ing the effects of shadow economy activity.  These include:

- the licensing regime for auto fuel traders which was strengthened to limit the ability of 
criminals to get laundered fuel onto the market;

- a new licensing regime for marked fuel traders which is designed to limit the ability of 
criminals to source marked fuel for laundering;

- requirements in relation to fuel traders’ records of stock movements and fuel deliveries to 
ensure data is available to Revenue to assist in supply chain analysis;

- a ‘reckless trading’ provision that makes a supplier who is reckless in supplying rebated 
fuel for a use connected with excise fraud liable for the duty evaded;

- the Home Renovation Incentive the aim of which is to support tax compliant building 
contractors by moving activity out of the shadow economy into the legitimate economy. I have 
also extended the scheme in the recent Budget to include owners of rental properties who are 
subject to income tax;

- a range of amendments in the recent Finance Bill (2015), to give Revenue extended pow-
ers to obtain information from financial institutions and other third parties.

I am advised that Revenue has a facility on its website that allows a person to report in-
stances of tax evasion.  Information and the reporting form can be accessed through the fol-
lowing link:  http://www.revenue.ie/en/business/shadow-economy/reporting.html. Any such 
report will be followed through by Revenue. Revenue is a fully integrated tax and customs 
administration currently has approximately 2,000 staff countrywide engaged on activities that 
are dedicated to targeting and confronting non-compliance, in all its forms. These activities in-
clude anti-smuggling and anti-evasion, investigation and prosecution, audit, assurance checks, 
anti-avoidance, returns compliance and debt collection.  Over the last few years a number of 
measures have been implemented to tackle Ireland’s high level of cash usage. The latest of these 
were contained in the Budget 2016 speech where I set out two important reforms to incentiv-
ise debit card usage over cash. The first was a reform of Stamp Duty, which changed it from a 
‘per-card’ Stamp Duty currently levied into a ‘per-ATM withdrawal’ levy.  I also announced a 
reduction in the so-called interchange fees paid by retailers every time they accept a debit or 
credit card.  Since 2006 usage of debit cards has quadrupled in volume and trebled in value to 
almost €20bn last year.  The additional measures announced in the Budget are likely to acceler-
ate card usage still further.
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17/12/2015WRJ01450Tax Credits

17/12/2015WRJ01500176. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance the cost of extending the new 
self-employed tax credit introduced in budget 2016 to the 173,000 self-employed persons who 
will miss out and to persons omitted to an amount equal to the pay as you earn credit over a 
three-year period; if this will encourage entrepreneurism; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [46421/15]

17/12/2015WRJ01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, the Earned 
Income Credit (EIC) of €550 for self-employed persons introduced in Budget 2016 will be 
available to an estimated 111,600 persons.  The EIC is available to taxpayers with active self-
employed trading or professional income, and to business owner-managers who do not have 
access to the PAYE credit on salary income from their business.  

The figure of 173,000 quoted by the Deputy appears to be the difference between figures 
provided in answers to different Parliamentary Questions in relation to the number of persons 
that might benefit from the possible introduction of a tax credit similar to the PAYE credit for 
self-assessed persons. 

One such estimate referred to a figure of 284,600 persons who might benefit from an ex-
tension of the PAYE Credit to all self-employed cases, including cases subject to tax under 
Schedule D, proprietary directors and assisting spouses and individuals whose primary income 
consists of investment income.  This estimate included cases classed as self-employed where 
most of their gross income is non-PAYE. It is estimated based on 2013 records that some 65% 
of individuals with income from a self-employed trade or profession are also in receipt of PAYE 
income, and would therefore already be availing of the PAYE credit. 

111,600 persons are expected to benefit from the EIC as introduced in Budget 2016.  This 
credit was specifically designed to benefit self-employed individuals who have an active trade 
or profession, and who do not have any other income that would generate an entitlement to the 
PAYE credit. 

It should be noted that where a person has both employment and self-employment income, a 
claim can be made for both credits, but the maximum total credit value available to each taxpay-
er is €1,650.  This is in line with the functioning of the existing PAYE credit; employees who 
work in two different employments are not entitled to claim two PAYE credits, for example.

Therefore all self-employed persons with an active trade or profession, who do not have ac-
cess to the PAYE credit, should be in a position to claim the EIC in 2016.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that the cost to the Exchequer of extending 
the EIC to other self-assessed persons who do not currently qualify for the credit, including 
those who already have access to a PAYE credit, is in the order of €95 million, and the addi-
tional cost to further extend this credit to €1,650 (level of the current PAYE credit) is estimated 
to be €313 million. 

It is not clear the basis on which the Deputy is querying the extension of the credit over three 
years, therefore the cost presented is the estimate for making the change in one year.

It should also be noted that this estimate does not take into account the ability of the credit 
to be fully absorbed.

17/12/2015WRJ01650Tax Code
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17/12/2015WRJ01700177. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance if he has examined adjusting 
the online betting duty level and the tax yield that would be raised by adjusting the duty to 
1.5%, 2% and 2.5%. [46426/15]

17/12/2015WRJ01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the estimated annual duty from online betting at the rates quoted is as outlined in 
the table. 

The deputy will be aware that the provision only commenced in August 2015, so full year 
amounts are still estimated. 

Rate €m
1.5% 27
2.0% 36
2.5% 45

17/12/2015WRJ01850Flood Relief Schemes Status

17/12/2015WRJ01900178. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position regarding the planned flood relief scheme in Cork city, including the timeline for its 
delivery and the funding committed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45826/15]

17/12/2015WRJ02000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Simon 
Harris): The Lower Lee (Cork City) Flood Relief Scheme is at design stage with the outline 
design expected to be completed in the next few months. At the same time, an Environmental 
Impact Statement will be completed. It is expected that this will allow the holding of a formal 
public exhibition in mid 2016 following which work on the detailed design will be progressed 
with the aim of enabling the Office of Public Works (OPW) to submit the Scheme for Ministe-
rial Confirmation under the Arterial Drainage Acts as early as possible in 2017. 

Subject to the Scheme being Confirmed the OPW will aim to appoint a civil works contrac-
tor and commence construction within a short period thereafter. Due to the likely scale of the 
proposed Scheme, it is possible that the Scheme will be undertaken on a phased basis under a 
number of contracts. The design consultants have commenced work on a Phasing Report which 
will assist a structured implementation of the Scheme. This will be a very significant scheme 
with commensurate costs and it is anticipated that the works will take at least 4-5 years to com-
plete.

Both the OPW and Cork City Council are anxious that works would commence at the earli-
est possible date and investigations are underway to see if some advance works could be under-
taken by the City Council under its own powers. Should this prove possible, then funding would 
be provided to the Council by OPW to enable it to progress such works in late 2016.

As the outline design for Blackpool has been completed it has been decided to separate this 
and make it a Scheme in its own right. The proposals for Blackpool are currently on public ex-
hibition and subject to a successful exhibition it is hoped to complete the detailed design of the 
Scheme there and proceed to the tender process for a civil works contractor in mid 2016. The 
scheme would also be sent for Confirmation to the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
at the same time and subject to no issues arising, a contractor could be appointed before the end 
of 2016.

The Government remains fully committed to the provision of a flood relief scheme for 
the people of Cork City and the OPW has made provision for the cost of implementing both 
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schemes in its Multi Annual Budget Profiles over the period 2016-2021.

17/12/2015WRJ02050Flood Prevention Measures

17/12/2015WRJ02100179. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will introduce a grant scheme to facilitate the provision of flood defence mechanisms for house-
holders and business persons at risk of flood damage, such as flood gates, flood doors, sewerage 
valves and so on; his views that these mechanisms would have spared many businesses and 
households from the recent floods if they had been in place; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45877/15]

17/12/2015WRJ02200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Simon 
Harris): In May of this year the Office of Public Works (OPW) approved funding to Kilkenny 
County Council to commission consultants to undertake a study and provide a report with rec-
ommendations on the feasibility of implementing individual property protection measures in 
certain areas in that county. I understand that tenders are due back in Kilkenny County Council 
shortly. It is envisaged that the study may be used as the basis for similar studies in other loca-
tions in the country and inform whether and how such measures might be provided in the future.

In July 2015 I reconvened the Interdepartmental Flood Policy Co-ordination Group to re-
port to Government by Spring 2016 on possible non structural measure that can support the 
Flood Risk Management Plans being developed by the OPW under its Catchment Flood Risk 
Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Programme. 

This Whole of Government approach to Flood Risk Management is actively considering 
all possible measures, including individual property protection, that can feasibly support com-
munities, households and businesses, to protect and mitigate their properties from flood risks.

OPW’s “Plan Prepare Protect” booklet contains information on flood protection measures 
for householders and businesses and further information is also available on www.flooding.ie.

17/12/2015WRK00150Referendum Expenditure

17/12/2015WRK00200180. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the cost 
of holding the marriage equality referendum on 22 May 2015; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46099/15]

17/12/2015WRK00300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Marriage 
Equality Referendum was held on the same day, 22nd May 2015, as the Referendum on Age 
of Eligibility for election to the Office of President and the Bye-election in Carlow-Kilkenny.

Returning Officers are required to submit their accounts for these election events to the 
Minister for Finance not later than six months after the date on which the poll was taken. Final 
checks are being made on these returns and the costs below are not expected to change as a 
result of these checks. When two or more election events are held on the same day there are 
significant savings from the sharing of people and facilities and the breakdown of the costs be-
low, except where indicated, relate to the combined costs of these three election events.

The cost of €13.8m for the Marriage Equality Referendum includes the  combined costs of 
other election events held on the same day that cannot be disaggregated from this total.  The 
breakdown of this cost is as follows:
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- €
 Returning Officer Costs for taking the poll 
and counting of votes    

€10.4m

 Postal Costs (primarily delivery of Polling 
Cards)

€1.8m*

 Referendum Commission Costs €1.2m**
 Other Costs (including printing) €0.4m
* This amount relates to both Referendums but not the bye-election.

** This amount relates to the Marriage Equality Referendum only.

17/12/2015WRK00350Public Sector Pay

17/12/2015WRK00400181. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the pay 
reductions and levies imposed on the public sector between 2008 and 2014; the changes that 
have taken place since 2014; the cost of reversing the cuts; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45715/15]

17/12/2015WRK00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): From 2009 to 
2014, through a mix of direct reductions in pay,  the moratorium on recruitment and productiv-
ity measures, the cost to the Exchequer of public service pay was reduced by €3.7 billion, or 
more than 21%. Pay reduction measures under the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public 
Interest (FEMPI) Acts included the imposition of the Pension Related Deduction introduced 
in March 2009 and a direct reduction in remuneration in January 2010 for all public servants. 
An additional pay reduction for public servants in receipt of annual remuneration in excess of 
€65,000 in July 2013 was also implemented under the FEMPI legislation. These measures to-
gether with the Public Service Pension Reduction implemented in January 2011 are estimated 
to give rise to in excess of €2.2bn in direct reductions in public service remuneration and pen-
sions. 

It is not possible within the fiscal space currently available to Government and the require-
ment to manage public expenditure in accordance with the EU’s Stability and Growth Pact to 
fund the some €2.2bn cost of reversing the FEMPI measures on public servants. To do so would 
be to reverse the hard won progress made in rescuing the economy from the financial collapse 
which it so recently faced. 

The Government has now, through the negotiation and agreement of a financially prudent 
public service agreement on pay and related issues, provided for a gradual unwinding of the 
FEMPI measures as they apply to public servants. The terms of this agreement, the Lansdowne 
Road Agreement are being implemented under the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public 
Interest Act 2015 with effect from 1 January 2016 at a full year cost of €844m in 2018. Provi-
sion has also been made for an amelioration of the PSPR for public service pensioners at an 
additional full year cost of €90m in 2018.  This approach has also enabled additional resources 
to be assigned for the ongoing recruitment of additional front line public service staff such as 
Gardaí, Teachers and Health professionals to support the delivery of our vital public services.

17/12/2015WRK00550Public Sector Staff Recruitment

17/12/2015WRK00600182. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the pro-
cess by which persons are short-listed and selected for posts as architectural advisers in the Of-
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fice of Public Works is fully open and competitive; if there are sufficient safeguards to protect 
against any favouritism; and if any audit of the recruitment process for positions in the Office 
of Public Works has ever been conducted. [45726/15]

17/12/2015WRK00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): The Office of Public Works does not recruit staff in the grade of Architectural 
Adviser.  Open competitions for all Established grades are conducted by the Public Appoint-
ments Service.

17/12/2015WRK00750Freedom of Information Fees

17/12/2015WRK00800183. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount his Department has received in fees from freedom of information requests in 2014 and 
in 2015 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45764/15]

17/12/2015WRK00900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to 
the Deputy’s question the following table outlines the amount my Department has received in 
fees from Freedom of Information requests in 2014 and in 2015:

 - 2014 2015
 € €
Standard Fees 840.00 -
Search and Retrieval Fees 659.91 123.16
Appeals 180.00 -
Total 1,679.51 123.16

17/12/2015WRK00950Ministerial Staff

17/12/2015WRK01000184. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of political staff working in his Department and the role and salary of each staff mem-
ber. [45791/15]

17/12/2015WRK01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): There are two 
Special Advisers working in the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform - Ms. Anne 
Byrne and Mr. Ronan O’Brien whose salaries in 2015 are €84,706 and €106,880 respectively.

In addition, I have three Constituency Office staff, two of whom are paid directly by my 
Department.  The salaries of those two individuals in 2015 are €54,490 and €47,755.

17/12/2015WRK01150Flood Prevention Measures

17/12/2015WRK01200185. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if his 
Department has had discussion with a company (details supplied), which has designed and 
manufactured a flexible and adaptable barrier-type solution to deal with flooding and which has 
been adapted and utilised in other countries; if he will ensure that appropriate discussions are 
held with a view to examining this as a solution to protecting homes and properties, given the 
ongoing annual flooding difficulties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45799/15]

17/12/2015WRK01300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): The Office of Public Works is aware of the company as well as a range of other 
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companies that supply similar types of products and other flood defence solutions. 

The products offered by this company would be more suitable for deployment in an emer-
gency response to a flood.  As Local Authorities are the primary response agencies in flood 
situations, this company’s products would, more likely, be deployed by such bodies rather than 
the OPW.  

In July 2015 I reconvened the Interdepartmental Flood Policy Co-ordination Group to re-
port to Government, by Spring 2016, on possible non-structural measures, that will support 
the Flood Risk Management Plans being developed by the OPW under its ongoing Catchment 
Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Programme. 

This Whole of Government approach to Flood Risk Management is actively considering 
all possible measures, including individual property protection, that can feasibly support com-
munities, households and businesses, to protect and mitigate their properties from flood risks. 

OPW’s “Plan Prepare Protect” booklet contains information on flood protection measures 
for householders and businesses and further information is also available on www.flooding.ie.

17/12/2015WRK01350Legislative Process RIA

17/12/2015WRK01400186. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of Bills his Department has published since 9 March 2011; the number and Title of 
those Bills that included a regulatory impact assessment in advance of publication; the regula-
tory impact assessments published; the number of promised Bills for publication; the Bills that 
will include a regulatory impact assessment; the regulatory impact assessments that will be 
published before publication of the relevant Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45813/15]

17/12/2015WRK01500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response 
to the Deputy’s question my Department has published twenty-five Bills since I was appointed 
Minister with six Bills requiring a Regulatory Impact Assessment. The following is a list of the 
seven Regulatory Impact Assessments carried out:

Name of Act/Bill -
Statute Law Revision Bill 2012 RIA published by the Attorney General
Protected Disclosures Bill 2013 RIA published alongside the Bill on 3 July 

2013
Freedom of Information Bill 2013 RIA published in September 2013
Registration of Lobbying Bill 2014 RIA published 30 April 2013
Statute Law Revision Bill 2015 Screening RIA conducted
Financial Emergency Measures in the Pub-
lic Interest Bill 2015

RIA completed but not published

I intend to publish a further seven Bills before the end of this Government with one Bill 
requiring a Regulatory Impact Assessment called the Public Sector Standards Bill. The Regula-
tory Impact Assessment has already been published for this Bill and is currently available on 
my Department’s website.

17/12/2015WRK01550State Properties
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17/12/2015WRK01600187. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
of a housing development (details supplied) in County Limerick that is currently vested to the 
Minister for Finance via the offices of the Office of Public Works and the procedure involved to 
release these lands to Limerick City and County Council. [45842/15]

17/12/2015WRK01700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Simon 
Harris): The Deputy may be aware that Section 28(2) of the State Property Act, 1954 provides 
for the personal property and land vested in or held in trust by a body corporate immediately 
prior to its dissolution (other than personal property or land held by such body upon trust for 
another person) to become the property of the State, until such time as the company is restored 
to the Register or the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform waives the interest vested in 
him.  The Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland administer applications for waivers under 
the 1954 Act. 

I understand from my officials that the company involved in the development of the housing 
estate at Cois na Féile was dissolved prior to the completion of the project.  A previous applica-
tion was received by the Commissioners from Clúid Housing, who own 12 units in the develop-
ment, seeking a waiver of the common areas of the site to enable completion of the site works 
and related services.  The waiver was granted to Clúid Housing in June 2015.

My officials inform me that Limerick City and County Council are engaging with them on 
the waiver process in relation to the remaining nine vacant properties, with a view to informing 
the most appropriate approach to be taken.  The Chief State Solicitor’s Office is being consulted 
on the matter.

17/12/2015WRK01750Harbours and Piers Maintenance

17/12/2015WRK01800188. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of works to improve landing facilities between Dún Chaoin and An Blascaod Mór; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45857/15]

17/12/2015WRK01900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): Repair works to the storm-damaged slipway on the Island were completed earlier 
this year.

Longer-term proposals for the provision of a new pier are dependent on the provision of 
capital funding from the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

17/12/2015WRK01950Public Sector Staff Recruitment

17/12/2015WRK02000189. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of plans to replace the full-time managerial position at Ionad an Blascaod following the 
retirement of the previous manager; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45858/15]

17/12/2015WRK02100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris):  The retirement of the former manager will be considered in the context of over-
all staffing requirements within the Office of Public Works. Following a separate recruitment 
process a new supervisory position of Foreman has recently been filled.

17/12/2015WRK02150Flood Prevention Measures
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17/12/2015WRK02200190. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
has examined flood prevention measures for a premises (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45875/15]

17/12/2015WRK02300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): It is a matter for Kerry County Council (KCC) in the first instance to investigate 
and address localised flooding problems.  If, following assessment, viable measures to address 
the flooding problem are identified then the Council may implement such measures using its 
own resources. The Hotel, as a commercial enterprise, may also be in a position to invest in 
protective measures.

It is open to the Council to submit an application for funding if necessary under the Office of 
Public Works (OPW) Minor Flood Mitigation and Coastal Protection Scheme. Any application 
received will be assessed under the scheme’s eligibility criteria which includes a requirement 
that any measures are cost beneficial, and having regard to the overall availability of funding. 
Application forms and related guidelines are available on the OPW website under Flood Risk 
Management. http://www.opw.ie/en/floodriskmanagement/operations/minorfloodworkscoast-
alprotectionscheme/  

No application has been received to date by the OPW from KCC under the Minor Works 
Scheme for a project at this location in Killarney, Co Kerry. 

This location is not within the Killarney Area For Further Assessment (AFA) being assessed 
under the South West Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) study.  

17/12/2015WRK02350Flood Risk Assessments

17/12/2015WRK02400191. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will address a flood risk at the Glosha Bank in Cromane in County Kerry; the level of contact 
the Office of Public Works has had with Kerry County Council regarding this location since his 
visit to County Kerry in May 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45878/15]

17/12/2015WRK02500192. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will address a flood risk at Incherea in Glenbeigh in County Kerry; the level of contact the Of-
fice of Public Works has had with Kerry County Council regarding this location since his visit 
to County Kerry in May 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45879/15]

17/12/2015WRK02600193. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will address a flood risk at Cromane Lower in County Kerry; the level of contact the Office 
of Public Works has had with Kerry County Council regarding this location since his visit to 
County Kerry in May 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45880/15]

17/12/2015WRK02700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 191 to 193, inclusive, together.

It is a matter for Kerry County Council (KCC) in the first instance to investigate and address 
issues of coastal protection at the locations indicated.

Following my visit to County Kerry in May 2015, there have been ongoing contacts be-
tween Kerry County Council staff and staff of the Office of Public Works (OPW) in relation to 
various flooding and coastal protection matters in the County including at Incherea and Cro-
mane.  A meeting took place on 5 October, 2015 between the OPW and KCC at which these 
matters were discussed. 



17 December 2015

297

It was explained by the OPW at this meeting that at both of these locations old Land Com-
mission embankments protect private dwellings, some constructed in relatively recent times. 
It was confirmed to the Council that OPW is not responsible for the upkeep of these embank-
ments. Funding of €80,000 and €100,000 for both of these locations was granted to KCC in 
2012 under the OPW’s Minor Flood Mitigation And Coastal Protection Scheme and these were 
the maximum possible amounts that could be approved under the Scheme’s criteria having re-
gard to the information submitted by KCC in its application.  

Also, following the coastal storms which affected the western seaboard in December 2013 
and January 2014, KCC requested funding for strengthening works at Incherea, Glenbeigh and 
both repair and strengthening works at Cromane Lower. The Council was advised by the OPW 
that strengthening works were outside of the scope of the Government Decision allocating 
funding for storm damage repairs and that only the repair element of projects, such as that at 
Cromane Lower, were covered under the allocation. The OPW approved KCC’s programme of 
repair works, which included €30,000 for Cromane Lower which amount has been drawn down 
by KCC.

If, following assessment, the Council considers that economically and technically viable 
measures and works are possible at the locations in question then it may undertake such works 
using its own resources or, if necessary, it may submit applications under the OPW’s Minor 
Works Scheme. Any application received will be assessed under the scheme’s eligibility cri-
teria, including a requirement that any measures are cost beneficial, and having regard to the 
overall availability of funding for flood risk management. Application forms and related guide-
lines are available on the OPW website under Flood Risk Management. 

No application under the Minor Works scheme from KCC is currently in hands in the OPW 
for any projects at the locations referred to.

17/12/2015WRL0010017/12/2015WRL00150Flood Risk Assessments

17/12/2015WRL00200194. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of efforts to resolve flooding at a location (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45883/15]

17/12/2015WRL00300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Simon 
Harris): As indicated in my replies to the Deputy’s previous Questions on this subject, dated 2 
April and 22 October this year, the Office of Public Works (OPW) Flood Risk Assessment and 
Management (FRAM) Section is currently undertaking a Feasibility Study to assess flood risk 
management options for Sneem, as a separate study to the South-Western CFRAM (Sneem is 
not an Area for Further Assessment, AFA).

Work is continuing on modelling the flood mechanisms and mapping the flood risk within 
the area from the Sneem and Ardsheelane Rivers, including the overland flood risk to the Atlan-
tic Gateway Estate.  As previously indicated the OPW expect that the Feasibility Study should 
be completed by Spring 2016.

17/12/2015WRL00350Public Sector Pay

17/12/2015WRL00400195. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount he will pay in public sector pay and pensions in 2016 as compared with 2014 and 2015; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45914/15]
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17/12/2015WRL00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The estimates 
for 2016 for gross Exchequer Public Service pay and pensions are €15.4 billion and €2.9 bil-
lion respectively, as set out in the Revised Estimates Volume 2016, due to be published shortly. 
This volume also will show estimates of €15.2 billion for pay, and €2.9 billion of pensions, for 
2015. In respect of 2014, the outturns were €14.7 billion for pay, and €3.0 billion for pensions.

The increased allocations for pay for 2015 and 2016 reflect the allocation of additional 
resources to the Public Service, following on the end of the Moratorium introduced in 2009. 
In particular, for 2015, provision was made for additional front-line services, including more 
teachers, Special Needs Assistants and resources teachers, more Gardaí and more health service 
professionals in the Health Sector.  There will be further staffing increases in 2016, including an 
additional 2,260 teachers, up to 600 new Gardaí, and additional staff in the Health Sector and in 
Tusla, the Child and Family Agency - as announced at Budget time in October.

17/12/2015WRL00550Heritage Sites

17/12/2015WRL00600196. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
he envisages the 2016 landing season at Sceilig Mhichíl to begin; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45993/15]

17/12/2015WRL00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Simon 
Harris): In line with recent years, it is proposed that the visitor season at the Skellig Michael 
World Heritage Site will run from 14 May to 2 October 2016, weather permitting.

Prior to the start of the season, the OPW staff and a specialist Safety Contractor will, as 
normal, engage in pre-season maintenance tasks on the Island to make it safe for visitors and to 
deal with any damage caused by Winter storms.

17/12/2015WRL00750Public Sector Pensions Levy

17/12/2015WRL00800197. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the full-year cost of ceasing public service pension reductions with effect from 1 January 2016. 
[46032/15]

17/12/2015WRL00900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): It is estimated 
that ceasing the Public Service Pension Reduction (PSPR) from 1 January 2016 would cost 
in the region of €135 million in 2016; this is by comparison with the estimated PSPR yield in 
2015. A part-restoration of the PSPR imposition on pensions, in three stages over the period 
2016 to 2018, is provided for under the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest 
Act 2015. The annual cost of this part-restoration, when fully in place from 1 January 2018, is 
estimated at €90 million.

17/12/2015WRL00950Valuation Office

17/12/2015WRL01000198. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his views 
on correspondence regarding a sports club (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if a mecha-
nism is available to the club to ensure that it is paying the correct rates, given that it believes that 
a function held in the club is not a rateable event if it does not involve the use of the bar facilities 
and is to raise funds to provide for the annual budget and the cost of running the club, including 
the provision of training equipment, transport coaching, footballs and jerseys. [46039/15]
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17/12/2015WRL01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Com-
missioner of Valuation is responsible under the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015 for the valuation 
of commercial property for the purposes of the calculation, by local authorities, of commercial 
rates. The legislation gives me as Minister no role in the valuation of property. 

Previously, under the Valuation Act 2001, a Community Sports Club that held a licence 
under the Registration of Clubs (Ireland) Act 1904 had all of its premises taken into account 
when valued for rates purposes.  However, the legislation in this area was changed by certain 
provisions in the Valuation (Amendment) Act 2015, which now provides a partial exemption 
from commercial rates for Community Sports Clubs that are licensed under the Registration of 
Clubs (Ireland) Act, 1904. 

Under the new partial exemption, Community Sports Clubs registered under the Registra-
tion of Clubs (Ireland) Act 1904 will not be liable for commercial rates on buildings, or parts 
of buildings, used: 

- exclusively for community sport and not for the generation of income, or 

- to generate income from participants in community sport, or 

- by community organisations that use the building or part of the building for community 
purposes.

However, buildings or parts of buildings, used for or in conjunction with the sale or con-
sumption of alcohol or food, retail use or hire for profit (other than those outlined in the previ-
ous paragraph) continue to be liable for rates.

I am informed by the Commissioner of Valuation that following the commencement of the 
Valuation Amendment Act 2015, his office initiated the process of updating the valuation lists 
for community sports clubs that will benefit from the amendment to Schedule 4. This process 
has involved seeking information from Community Sports Clubs and appointing a revision 
manager to investigate each case and make the necessary changes to the valuation lists. 

In accordance with the provisions of the Acts and having investigated each case, Proposed 
Valuation Certificates were issued to the applicant Community Sports Clubs informing them of 
the proposed valuation and advising them that if they were dissatisfied with the proposed valu-
ation or with any other particular stated in the Proposed Valuation Certificate, they had a right 
to make representations to the Valuation Office within 40 days. 

I am informed that statutory representations were received on 23 November 2015 in relation 
to the property the Deputy refers to. These representations are currently being considered and 
a final certificate of valuation will issue shortly. If still dissatisfied with the valuation or with 
any other detail therein at that point, the club has the right to make an appeal to the Valuation 
Tribunal, an independent body established for that purpose.

The calculation and collection of commercial rates is a matter for local authorities.

17/12/2015WRL01150Houses of the Oireachtas Commission Expenditure

17/12/2015WRL01200199. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount spent on committees in the Houses of the Oireachtas and the number of staff employed 
in each year from 2011 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46110/15]

17/12/2015WRL01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Under the 
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Houses of the Oireachtas Commission Act 2003, responsibility for the expenditure and staff-
ing of the Houses of the Oireachtas transferred to that Office from the Minister. The Houses 
of the Oireachtas Commission Service therefore has agreed to send the information requested 
directly to the Deputy.

17/12/2015WRL01350Departmental Expenditure

17/12/2015WRL01400200. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the cost 
of establishing his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46111/15]

17/12/2015WRL01500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The total cost 
of setting up my Department is not easily identifiable and would necessitate a full-scale sur-
vey of  Departmental costs in 2011 to identify any expenditure which might not have already 
been encompassed by Department of Finance allocations.  It would take a disproportionate 
amount of time to identify, retrieve and collate any such costs.

17/12/2015WRL01550Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRL01600201. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of appointments to State boards under the aegis of his Department; the number of appoint-
ments that have been advertised on his Department’s website since March 2011; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46259/15]

17/12/2015WRL01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As the Dep-
uty is aware the Government introduced new arrangements to the appointment of State Board 
members in 2011.  Under the new arrangements departments now invite expressions of interest 
from the public on their websites for vacancies on the boards of bodies under their aegis.  It 
is open to all members of the public regardless of gender, political affiliations or geographical 
location to apply for appointment to these vacancies.

An Post National Lottery Board

In the context of the sale of the National Lottery licence I considered it appropriate to reap-
point two of the Ministerial nominees to the Board; Mr. Micheál Ó Muircheartaigh was reap-
pointed twice and Mr. Oliver Wilkinson was reappointed once in light of the disposal of the 
National Lottery licence.  Consequently recourse to advertising the positions publicly did not 
arise.

Name Appointed Vacancy Advertised
Donal Connell (Chair) Reappointed 29/02/2012, 01/07/2013 No
Dermot Griffin Reappointed 06/11/2012, 01/07/2013 No
Caroline Murphy Reappointed 06/11/2013 No
Oliver Wilkinson Reappointed 06/11/2013 No
Micheál Ó Muircheartaigh Reappointed 06/11/2012, 01/07/2013 No
Peter Quinn Reappointed 16/02/2012, 01/07/2013 No 
 

Public Appointments Service Board
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Name Appointed Reappointed Vacancy Advertised
Eddie Sullivan 
(Chair)

 01/09/2011 No (previous member was reappoint-
ed) (Public Official)

Des Dowling* 01/09/2011  No) (Public Official)
Dave Walsh 01/07/2013  No (replacement for Des Dowling 

who transferred departments)) (Public 
Official)

John McCarthy 01/09/2013  No (replacement for Dave Walsh who 
transferred internally)) (Public Of-
ficial)

Dr. Deirdre 
O’Keeffe*

01/09/2011 09/10/2014 No) (Public Official)

Patricia Coleman* 01/09/2011  No) (Public Official)
William Beausang 15/07/2013  No (replacement for Patricia Coleman 

who transferred internally)) (Public 
Official)

Judith Eve* 01/09/2011 09/10/2014 No (appointed as chair on 9/10/2014)
Eddie Molloy* 01/09/2011 09/10/2014 No
Dan Murphy 01/09/2011  No (previous member was appointed)
Bryan Andrews 01/09/2011  Holds office on ex officio basis) (Pub-

lic Official)
Fiona Tierney 20/03/2012 09/10/2014 Holds office on ex officio basis, cur-

rent CEO) (Public Official)
Sean McGrath* 01/09/2011  No) (Public Official)
Barry O’Brien 01/09/2012 09/10/2014 No (replacement for Sean McGrath 

who resigned from his post)) (Public 
Official)

Paul Lemass* 09/10/2014  No) (Public Official)
Anne Marie Taylor 09/10/2014  Yes
Eimear Kenny 09/10/2014  Yes
Oonagh McPhil-
lips*

01/07/2015  No (replacement for Dr. O’Keeffe who 
transferred departments)) (Public Of-
ficial)

Damien McCal-
lion*

01/07/2015  No (replacement for Barry O’Brien)) 
(Public Official)

David Cagney* 22/09/2015  No (replacement for William Beau-
sang)) (Public Official) 

*The Public Service Management (Recruitment and Appointments) Act 2004 states that the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform in consultation with the Minister for the Environ-
ment, Community and Local Government, the Minister for Health and the Minister for Justice 
and Equality should appoint members of the Board of the Public Appointments Service.  The 
Board is meant to be representative of our client base.

The Act also specifics that in appointing members of the Board the Minister shall ensure that 
at least two of them have either or both civil and other public service experience and knowledge 
and two of them have expertise in human resource management, customer service and recruit-
ment outside the public service that the Minister considers relevant.
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Currently there are no vacancies on the Public Appointments Service Board.

The Institute of Public Administration (IPA) has a representative board with nominations 
from different sectors of the public service every two years.  As per the Memorandum and 
Articles of Association governing the IPA, each of the nominating bodies/sectors is invited by 
letter to nominate its representative to the Board on a two-yearly basis and my Department has 
one such representative.

17/12/2015WRL01750Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRL01800202. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of chairpersons appointed to State boards under the aegis of his Department who have ap-
peared before the relevant joint Oireachtas committee since March 2011; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46274/15]

17/12/2015WRL01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to 
the Deputy’s question I can confirm that the two chairpersons of State Boards under the aegis 
of my Department, both of whom were originally appointed before I took Office, have not ap-
peared before their relevant Joint Oireachtas Committee. 

17/12/2015WRL01950Commencement of Legislation

17/12/2015WRL02000203. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
details of the Acts in force for which he has lead responsibility and that have parts or sections 
yet to be formally commenced, including the purpose of same, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46289/15]

17/12/2015WRL02100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response 
to the Deputy’s question, the following table outlines a list of Acts currently in force for I have 
lead responsibility that have parts or sections yet to be formally commence: 

Title of Act Sections yet to be 
formally commenced

Purpose Expected Commence-
ment Date

Financial Emergency 
Measures in the Public 
Interest Act 2015

Section 11 To introduce pay 
scales for the 
judiciary.

2016

17/12/2015WRL02150Garda Station Refurbishment

17/12/2015WRL02200204. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will commit funding to the proper cleaning of the facade of a Garda station (details supplied) 
in Dublin 4. [46364/15]

17/12/2015WRL02300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): The Commissioners for Public Works have included Donnybrook Garda Station 
on its list of planned maintenance projects to be carried out in 2016.  The exterior of the Sta-
tion will be power cleaned and the windows refurbished and painted.  It is envisaged that these 
works will be carried out in Q2 next year.
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17/12/2015WRL02350Living Wage

17/12/2015WRL02400205. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the cost 
of implementing a living wage of €11.50 for all employees directly employed, or in agencies 
funded by, his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46411/15]

17/12/2015WRL02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to 
the Deputy’s question the table provides the annual cost of introducing a living wage minimal 
threshold gross salary of €11.50 for all employees in my Department, and those under my remit, 
are as follows:

Organisation Annual Cost
Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform

€685,539

Valuation Office €11,897
Institute of Public Administration As the lowest salary offered exceeds the 

living wage, the introduction of the living 
wage of €11.50 per hour would have no cost 
implications for the Institute

The Public Appointments Service €114,883
The Office of the Ombudsman €26,348
State Laboratory €3,597 
I understand that the Office of Public Works will be contacting you directly with their re-

sponse.

17/12/2015WRM0010017/12/2015WRM00200EU Directives

17/12/2015WRM00300206. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the cost 
of transposing European Communities (Award of Public Authorities’ Contracts) Regulations 
2006 (SI 329 of 2006). [46416/15]

17/12/2015WRM00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): There was no 
cost over and above a proportion of the salary costs of the officials involved in the transposition 
of Directive 2004/18/EC via Statutory Instrument (S.I. No. 329 of 2006) during the period 2004 
to 2006. At that time an experienced Assistant Principal was primarily involved in the transposi-
tion process along with support staff under the supervision of a Principal Officer. The Statutory 
Instrument itself was drafted by the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel (OPC). 

Every effort was made to minimise costs and to optimise the internal resources and experi-
ence available within the National Public Procurement Policy Unit at that time. Cost allocation 
almost 10 years on from the process would be purely indicative.

17/12/2015WRM00500Public Procurement Regulations

17/12/2015WRM00600207. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
has examined European Union guidance regarding social considerations for public procure-
ment and enhancing opportunities for procurements in the small and medium sector and the cost 
of implementing such guidance [46417/15]
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17/12/2015WRM00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The inclu-
sion of social considerations in public procurement contracts encourage suppliers to perform 
actions focussed on broader policy considerations. They can be used in public procurement in 
cases where they are targeted at factoring into the procurement process consideration of social 
issues such as employment opportunities, equal opportunities and social inclusion.  In order to 
be compatible with EU law, they must be made known to all interested parties at tender stage 
and must not restrict participation by contractors from other Member States. It is important to 
note that a number of social considerations are already included as standard clauses in public 
procurement tender documents and include the following: 

- Taxation and Social insurance payments 

-  Employment legislation 

-  Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 

-  Waste management 

-  Human Rights 

-  Environmental legislation

In order to ensure that the inclusion of additional social considerations do not discriminate, 
it is vital to adopt a targeted approach to the use of social clauses in contracts.  This is likely to 
mitigate against risks such as the displacing of workers already in employment while offering 
the opportunity of assisting with labour activation measures for the long-term unemployed.   

This is a complex area and it is important to develop a robust structure that will assist the 
contracting authority to develop the correct clause and to provide the support from the appropri-
ate agency to aid SMEs in implementing the clause. I have instructed the OGP to report on this 
issue and to issue practical guidance designed to assist contracting authorities to carry out this 
important role in a consistent manner.

The information requested by the Deputy in relation to the cost of implementing guidance on 
the inclusion of social considerations in public procurement will be a matter for each individual 
contracting authority, as they will be best placed to gauge any additional costs should they arise, 
on a contract by contract basis.  

17/12/2015WRM00800World Trade Negotiations

17/12/2015WRM00900208. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
substantive priorities at this week’s World Trade Organization ministerial conference; if these 
priorities have taken Ireland’s development co-operation objectives into account; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45728/15]

17/12/2015WRM01000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The 10 Min-
isterial Conference of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) is underway from 15-18 Decem-
ber in Nairobi, Kenya.  My colleague, Mr Damien English, T.D., Minister of State for Skills, 
Research and Innovation is representing Ireland at the Ministerial Conference.  At the WTO, 
the European Commission leads negotiations on behalf of the European Union, and Ireland 
actively participates in the formulation of EU positions at the negotiations.  Minister English 
is also attending the parallel EU Foreign Affairs Council (Trade) which takes place in Nairobi. 

Ireland’s priorities are represented by the EU position negotiated at the Ministerial Confer-
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ence.  Ireland, along with the other 27 Member States, believes that agreeing on a balanced 
and ambitious outcome on export competition (which includes export subsidies; export credits; 
state trade enterprises and food aid) would constitute an important step forward in the process 
of creating a stronger and fairer multilateral trading system, especially for Developing and 
Least Developed Countries (LDCs).  Ireland also supports an agreement on a “development 
package” following on from the ninth Ministerial Conference, comprising of (i) better duty-
free, quota-free access; (ii) enhanced services waiver; (iii) streamlined rules of origin and (iv) 
greater market access for cotton producing countries, as well as work on Food Security.  Finally, 
in terms of priorities, Ireland is seeking agreement on new rules to deliver greater transparency, 
in relation to anti-dumping, regional trade agreements and various subsidy regimes.  

My Department liaises closely with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade to ensure 
that the needs of LDCs are taken into account in the articulation of Ireland’s position at the 
WTO, at EU level.

In addition to our work at the Ministerial Conference in this regard, Ireland has also provid-
ed €50,000 this year to support LDC participation at the Ministerial Conference so that LDCs 
can be present and make their voices heard directly during the negotiations.

I understand that Minister English, as well as meeting with Irish companies operating in 
Kenya, is also meeting with a number of local non-governmental development organisations 
with the assistance of the Irish Embassy in Nairobi.

17/12/2015WRM01100Industrial Development

17/12/2015WRM01200209. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of joint initiatives between the Industrial Development Agency Ireland and Invest 
Northern Ireland; the cost per initiative; the expenditure on joint initiatives; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [46232/15]

17/12/2015WRM01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): It should be 
appreciated that IDA Ireland and Invest Northern Ireland (INI) are direct competitors for mo-
bile Foreign Direct Investment so therefore the practical opportunities for ongoing cooperation 
are somewhat limited.

Nevertheless, the IDA cooperates with INI where appropriate in the context of regional 
and all-island economic development, recognising appropriate opportunities to pursue mutually 
beneficial cross border co-operation on aspects of economic policy and infrastructure/spatial 
planning. There has been one significant instance of shared co-operation between both Agen-
cies some years ago, to capitalise on the combined strengths of Letterkenny and Derry City as 
an economic corridor.  This led to the jointly developed North West Business Technology Zone 
(NWBTZ), which involved a total expenditure of €39m on developing infrastructure and prop-
erty solutions in both centres, including the development of a state of the art Business and Tech-
nology Park in Letterkenny.  Of this sum, the EU’s INTERREG IIIA Programme contributed 
€10m. Enhanced facilities are now in place, to drive the region’s attractiveness for investment.

Arising out of that work by IDA and INI, Project Kelvin was developed to provide enhanced 
telecommunications between the region and North American/European centres.  It was a cross-
border venture, costing €43m, supported by the relevant Departments North and South and co-
financed by the European Union (€32.25m). The project was completed in 2010 and represents 
an important driver to attract companies requiring these technologies.

Apart from those specific projects, where appropriate, IDA Ireland and INI co-operate ad-
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ministratively on company visits where both jurisdictions are being considered by foreign com-
panies.  These visits are, in the main, usually initiated by IDA’s network of overseas offices.

17/12/2015WRM01400Cross-Border Projects

17/12/2015WRM01500210. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
cost of developing a Border development zone; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[46233/15]

17/12/2015WRM01600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The concept 
of a specific Border Development Zone as a means of fostering economic recovery in the cross-
border region of the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland was initially proposed by the 
Centre for Cross Border Studies (CCBS) in their Bradley/Best economic study of 2012 and I am 
aware that the CCBS has undertaken further research on the topic in the intervening period also. 
I also note that the Deputy’s party proposed such a Zone in a policy document earlier this year.

The possible development of a Border Development Zone could raise significant issues 
involving EU State Aid Rules and other EU provisions and it would also, of course, require 
detailed negotiations between both Administrations on this island.  There would also be signifi-
cant resource issues, which would be challenging. I am not aware that detailed costings have 
been carried out in relation to the proposal. I expect that these would obviously depend of the 
exact nature and functions of such a body. As you will be aware, this Government have initiated 
a significant reduction in the number of Bodies and Agencies, in order to achieve more effective 
administration and delivery of services, so that a very strong case needs to be made to justify 
the creation of new bodies. I would again emphasise that any new structures to be put in place 
would require the full agreement of the Northern Ireland authorities.  Both administrations on 
the island are focussed on developing the existing mechanisms and on making them work bet-
ter.

Developing new, regionally-based, economic structures could be a significant policy de-
velopment, and one requiring careful consideration. The need to avoid duplication would be 
paramount, in the interests of utilising scarce State resources efficiently.  It is therefore worth 
noting that there are already several mechanisms in place to pursue cross border economic de-
velopment.

I strongly believe that we should continue to build on the structures already in place and on 
what has been achieved in that region.  The work of the Cross Border Body, InterTrade Ireland, 
has been foremost in this regard, with a significant range of enterprise development initiatives 
and programmes in place. My Department jointly funds and provides oversight to this Body, 
together with the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment in Belfast, and it represents a 
very effective mechanism for tackling business development on an all-island basis. In addition, 
there is on-going co-operation between Enterprise Ireland and its Northern Ireland counterpart 
agency, Invest Northern Ireland on areas of mutual interest.

Over recent years, a range of projects under the Enterprise Development theme of the IN-
TERREG IVA Programme (2009-2015) have made a significant impact on developing small 
businesses in the region.  My Department co-funded this strand of this INTERREG Programme, 
under which a total of 28 individual projects have been initiated. I now look forward to the roll 
out of the successor Programme for the period up to 2020, which will support Research and 
Innovation initiatives.

The operation of the North South Ministerial Council, in which I fully participate, both in 
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its Plenary format and also in the Trade and Business Sectoral format with my counterpart from 
the Northern Ireland Executive, is an ongoing forum which can develop practical North South 
initiatives.

17/12/2015WRM01700Freedom of Information Fees

17/12/2015WRM01800211. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
amount his Department has received in fees from freedom of information requests in 2014 and 
in 2015 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45762/15]

17/12/2015WRM01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The total 
amount of fees received by my Department and its Offices from Freedom of Information re-
quests in 2014 and up to the end of the third quarter in 2015 were €755.98 and €70.00, respec-
tively.

The intake of fees has dropped dramatically following the introduction of the FOI Act 2014 
which abolished the up-front application fee of €15 for non-personal requests.

17/12/2015WRM02000Ministerial Staff

17/12/2015WRM02100212. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of political staff working in his Department, including the role and salary of each staff 
member. [45789/15]

17/12/2015WRM02200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I have two 
Special Advisors appointed by me as Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.  In addition, 
there are two Special Advisors appointed by the Minister of State at my Department with spe-
cial responsibility for Business and Employment, Gerald Nash, TD.  Appointments are made 
in line with the Guidelines for Ministerial Appointments and as sanctioned by the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform.

Details for each are set out in tabular format:

Appointed by Role Current Salary
Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion, Richard Bruton, TD

Special Advisor (Policy) €118,840

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion, Richard Bruton, TD

Special Advisor (Press) €87,258

Minister for Business and Employment, 
Gerald Nash, TD

Special Advisor (Policy) €87,258

Minister for Business and Employment, 
Gerald Nash, TD

Special Advisor (Press) €87,258

17/12/2015WRM02300Legislative Process RIA

17/12/2015WRM02400213. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of Bills his Department has published since 9 March 2011; the number and Titles of 
those Bills that included a regulatory impact assessment in advance of publication; the regula-
tory impact assessments published; the number of promised Bills for publication; the Bills that 
will include a regulatory impact assessment; the regulatory impact assessments that will be 
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published before publication of the relevant Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[45811/15]

17/12/2015WRM02500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The total num-
bers of Bills published by my Department since 9 March 2011, including those with regulatory 
impact assessments published are as follows:

Bills published since 9 March 2011 

Title of Bill Regulatory Impact Assess-
ment undertaken in advance 
of publication of Bill

Regulatory Impact Assess-
ment published

Patents (Amendment) Bill 
2011

Yes Yes 

Competition (Amendment) 
Bill 2011

Yes Yes 

Protection of Employees 
(Temporary Agency Work) 
Bill 2011 

Yes

Industrial Relations 
(Amendment) (No. 3) Bill 
2011

Yes

Credit Guarantee Bill 2012 Yes Yes
Companies (Amendment) 
Bill 2012

This Act provided for the 
extension of the US GAAP 
provision in the Companies 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 2009A regulatory im-
pact analysis was prepared 
and published, in respect of 
the 2009 Act. That analysis 
showed that, in essence, 
the proposed amendments 
in relation to the use of US 
GAAP were facilitative 
rather than impositional in 
nature and were likely to 
prove of national economic 
benefit. 

As the provisions in the 
2012 Act only related to the 
time available to companies 
to use this facility a regula-
tory impact analysis was not 
considered necessary in rela-
tion to the 2012 Act.

Microenterprise Loan Fund 
Bill 2012

Yes Yes
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Title of Bill Regulatory Impact Assess-
ment undertaken in advance 
of publication of Bill

Regulatory Impact Assess-
ment published

Industrial Development (Sci-
ence Foundation Ireland) 
(Amendment) Bill 2012
Companies Bill 2012 Yes Yes 
Friendly Societies and In-
dustrial Provident Societies 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Bill 2013

Yes Yes 

European Union (Accession 
of the Republic of Croatia) 
(Access to the Labour Mar-
ket) Bill 2013
County Enterprise Boards 
(Dissolution) Bill 2013

Yes Yes

Companies Miscellaneous 
Provisions Bill 2013

 Yes Yes A regulatory impact 
analysis was published with 
the Bill. This Act made 
provision for some measures 
that were considered suffi-
ciently urgent to be enacted 
in advance of what would 
become the Companies Act 
2014.  

These included greater 
flexibility for examinership 
for small companies and 
measures concerning corpo-
rate enforcement and audit 
oversight.

Consumer Protection and 
Competition Bill 2014

Yes Yes 

Employment Permits 
(Amendment) Bill 2014

Yes Yes

Workplace Relations Bill 
2014

Yes Yes

Intellectual Property (Mis-
cellaneous Provisions) Bill 
2014

Yes Yes

Industrial Development 
(Forfás Dissolution) Bill 
2013

No No

National Minimum Wage 
(Low Pay Commission) Bill 
2015

Yes Yes
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Title of Bill Regulatory Impact Assess-
ment undertaken in advance 
of publication of Bill

Regulatory Impact Assess-
ment published

Industrial Relations 
(Amendment) Bill 2015
Credit Guarantee (Amend-
ment) Bill 2015

Yes Yes(included RIA Supple-
mentary material following 
Committee Stage amend-
ments)

Unpublished Bills – Section A Bills for Current Dáil Session

Title of Bill Regulatory Impact Assess-
ment undertaken in advance 
of publication of Bill

Regulatory Impact Assess-
ment published

Companies (Accounting) 
Bill 

Yes A RIA will be published 
with the Bill

Hallmarking (Amendment) 
Bill 

Yes A RIA will be published 
with the Bill

17/12/2015WRM02600Consumer Protection

17/12/2015WRM02700214. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the consumer rights applying to gift vouchers; his plans to introduce new rules concerning the 
period for which vouchers remain valid and to strengthen consumer rights; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45823/15]

17/12/2015WRM02800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Gift vouchers 
supplied to consumers are subject to the provisions of general consumer protection legislation, 
in particular the provisions of the Consumer Protection Act 2007 on unfair, misleading and ag-
gressive commercial practices and of the European Communities (Unfair Terms in Consumer 
Contracts) Regulations 1995 (S.I. No. 27 of 1995). Gift vouchers that are not financial services 
products are covered also by the provisions of the European Union (Consumer Information, 
Cancellation and Other Rights) Regulations 2013 (S.I. No. 484 of 2013). Gift cards that come 
within the definition of “electronic money” in the European Communities (Electronic Money) 
Regulations 2011 are subject to the provisions of these Regulations unless the card can be used 
only to acquire goods or services in the premises of the card issuer or within a limited network 
of service providers or for a limited range of goods and services. The issuer of a gift card which 
comes within the definition of electronic money must, at the request of the electronic money 
holder, redeem the monetary value of the electronic money at par value at any time. Redemp-
tion may be subject to a fee in specified circumstances and any such fee must be proportionate 
and commensurate with the costs actually incurred by the issuer of the electronic money.

My Department published the draft Scheme of a comprehensive Consumer Rights Bill for 
public consultation on 25 May 2015. In addition to Parts dealing with the consolidation and 
updating of the law of the supply of goods, digital content and services and on unfair contract 
terms, the draft Scheme contains a number of provisions for the regulation of gift vouchers, 
including a proposed ban on expiry dates in contracts for the supply of gift vouchers. My aim in 
publishing the draft Scheme was to get as wide a range of responses as possible from consumers 
and traders in view of the fact that its provisions will affect virtually every business and citizen 
in the State. The responses to the gift card provisions in particular raised a substantial number of 
issues, some of which have required further engagement by my Department with stakeholders. 
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In addition to concerns expressed by businesses about the impact of a complete prohibition on 
expiry dates, the responses have highlighted the need to ensure regulatory clarity and certainty 
in respect of the regulation of gift cards that come within the scope of the European Communi-
ties (Electronic Money) Regulations 2011. The consideration of other provisions of the draft 
Scheme has had to take account of EU legislative proposals on digital content and online and 
distance sale of goods published on 9 December 2015. My Department is currently finalising 
the provisions of the draft Scheme in the light of the responses to the consultation and other 
considerations with a view to its submission to Government in the New Year.

17/12/2015WRM02900Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership

17/12/2015WRM03000215. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
status of the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership negotiations; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [45846/15]

17/12/2015WRM03100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The last for-
mal round of the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership negotiations, which was the 
eleventh round since negotiations began in 2013, took place from the 19 – 23 October, 2015.

I am pleased to report that negotiations between the EU and the US on trade and investment 
have accelerated and solid progress has been made.

During this round, negotiators discussed all three pillars of the proposed agreement namely 
market access for EU and US companies, regulatory cooperation and trade rules.

There was substantial progress on market access for EU and US companies in all three ar-
eas, including tariffs, services and public procurement.  A second tariff offer covering trade in 
goods was exchanged and both sides have now arrived at proposals covering 97% of tariff lines.  
Progress in this area will provide momentum in other areas of the negotiations.  There was also 
discussion in relation to public procurement and it is envisaged that there will be an exchange 
of market access proposals on public procurement by February 2016.

The negotiations also provided an opportunity to clarify some of the main principles of 
regulatory cooperation.  These included the fact that any cooperation is possible only if the level 
of protection for consumers stays the same or improves and any form of regulatory cooperation 
will not change or affect the EU regulatory and democratic process.   During this round, the EU 
presented its first legal textual proposal for a chapter on Trade and Sustainable Development, 
including labour and the environment, which covers conservation, sustainable management of 
resources, wildlife, forestry and fisheries, as well as other substantive matters including oppor-
tunities for joint initiatives in third countries to further labour rights and environmental protec-
tion.  The European Commission published this proposal on its website on the 6 November 
2015.

On the 12 November 2015, the EU Commission published and formally presented to the US 
its proposal for a new and more transparent system for resolving disputes between investors and 
states – the Investment Court System.  This proposal is the outcome of a lengthy public consul-
tation process with the Member States, the European Parliament, stakeholders and the public.  
The Commission’s proposal aims at safeguarding Government’s right to regulate and creates 
a new system composed of a first instance tribunal and an appeal mechanism based on clearly 
defined rules, with qualified judges and transparent proceedings.  The proposal also includes 
additional improvements on access to the new system by small and medium sized companies. 

An EU-US agreement would be the world’s largest bilateral trade and investment deal, 
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and a successful conclusion is expected to benefit Ireland more than any other EU Member 
State.  Owing to our position as a small open economy, Ireland’s enterprises are particularly 
well placed to take up opportunities to trade more easily with the US.  The key findings of the 
Copenhagen Economics study, published on the 27 March 2015, are very positive for Ireland 
indicating a potential impact on the Irish economy of 1.1% increase in GDP.  This is double the 
impact for the EU as a whole.

17/12/2015WRM03200Foreign Direct Investment

17/12/2015WRM03300216. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if a 
company (details supplied) has expressed an interest in relocating here and if County Kerry is 
being promoted as a suitable location; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45908/15]

17/12/2015WRM03400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): This com-
pany’s focus has shifted away from traditional manufacturing to being a more services and 
solutions based company. Following on from its voluntary redundancy programme as part of a 
global restructuring, the company has now consolidated its workforce in the three existing Irish 
sites and currently employs a total of over 2,300 staff. I was very pleased when the company an-
nounced a significant investment in one of those centre earlier this year, involving the creation 
of a significant number of new, specialised jobs there. 

Regarding Foreign Direct Investment for Kerry generally, there are 12 IDA Ireland support-
ed client companies, employing 1,874 people in the county and those companies have added 
361 additional new jobs between 2011 – 2014 (a 24% increase), compared to 502 job losses in 
the period 2008 – 2010 (a 25% decrease). It should be noted that 70% of new IDA jobs come 
from existing client companies, not from new investments.

Marketing of any regional area, including Kerry, for Foreign Direct Investment is done 
through IDA Ireland’s network of overseas offices.  IDA Ireland actively incentivises and en-
courages investors to consider a range of potential locations in Ireland and it is heartening that 
the number of IDA company visits to Kerry was six in the first nine months of 2015, double 
the number for the full year 2014. However it should be appreciated that the ultimate locations 
selected are decided   by the companies themselves, taking into account factors they consider to 
be in the wider best interests of the individual company.

A boost to the county has been the reinstatement of Regional Aid for Co. Kerry under the 
new EU Regional Aid Guidelines (RAGs), which came into force last year. The RAGs enable 
the State to give State Aid, at enhanced rates, to businesses in order to support new invest-
ment and new employment in productive projects in Ireland’s most disadvantaged regions. This 
means that the full range of Regional Aid assistance options are available in Kerry.

In April of this year, IDA Ireland launched its new five-year strategy entitled Winning – For-
eign Direct Investment 2015-2019. The strategy has a strong focus on regional development, 
setting forth aims and strategies to achieve a significant increase in investment going into re-
gional locations. To support that aim, IDA Ireland is rolling out a €150 million capital invest-
ment programme to help attract more multinational jobs into each region over a 5-year period. 
This programme will include investments over the coming years in constructing Advanced 
Technology Buildings and office facilities in a number of regional locations to provide state-of-
the-art property solutions for clients.  Tralee is to be the site of one such Advanced Technology 
Building.

While all regions have grown employment since the Action Plan for Jobs was launched in 
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2012, some regions have grown faster than others, that is why I set about introducing an initia-
tive for Regional Action Plans for Jobs. The purpose of this initiative is to identify a range of 
actions over the period 2015 - 2017 aimed at facilitating each region to achieve its economic 
potential and raise employment levels. Earlier this year I launched the Action Plan for Jobs 
for the South West (Cork and Kerry). The aim is to develop the full potential of that region for 
enterprise and job creation, building upon its specific local assets and areas of competitive ad-
vantage. The primary objective of this Plan is to have a further 10 to 15 per cent at work in the 
region by 2020 and to ensure that the unemployment rate is within 1 per cent of the State aver-
age. Achieving this goal in the South West will contribute to the overall ambition of creating 
sustainable full employment in Ireland from 2018 onwards. 

17/12/2015WRM03500Enterprise Ireland

17/12/2015WRM03600217. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
status of assistance being provided by Enterprise Ireland for a potential enterprise (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45909/15]

17/12/2015WRM03700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): At the request 
of Deputy Griffin, Enterprise Ireland (EI) met a marine business in County Kerry who wanted 
to provide specialist training for ships’ crews.  EI referred the company to the Cork Business 
Innovation Centre (BIC) and suggested that they formulate a business plan.

EI understands that the company has not progressed with the project since, nor sought a fol-
low up meeting.  I wish to advise that following engagement with Cork BIC, Enterprise Ireland 
is ready to engage further with the company.

17/12/2015WRM03800Enterprise Ireland

17/12/2015WRM03900218. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
status of assistance being provided by Enterprise Ireland for a potential enterprise (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45910/15]

17/12/2015WRM04000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): At the request 
of Deputy Griffin, Enterprise Ireland contacted Mr Kerins in relation to the Tourism App Com-
pany but has not received a response.

I have requested Enterprise Ireland to follow up again in relation to this matter.

17/12/2015WRN00200Regional Development

17/12/2015WRN00300219. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
timeframe for the construction and completion of IDA Ireland’s advanced facility for Tralee and 
the successful tenderer for building the facility; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45922/15]

17/12/2015WRN00400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): IDA Ireland 
launched its new five-year strategy entitled Winning – Foreign Direct Investment 2015-2019 in 
April of this year. The strategy has a strong focus on regional development, setting forth aims 
and strategies to achieve a significant increase in investment going into regional locations. To 
support that aim, IDA Ireland is rolling out a €150 million capital investment programme to 
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help attract more multinational jobs into each region over a 5-year period. This programme 
will include investments over the coming years in building advanced technology buildings and 
office facilities in a number of regional locations to provide state-of-the-art property solutions 
for clients.

In line with this strategy, IDA Ireland has commenced a 3-year building programme to at-
tract FDI to designated regional locations where the private sector has failed so far to invest 
thus requiring IDA Ireland to intervene. IDA Ireland plan to construct an advance technology 
building in Tralee, Co. Kerry, subject to planning permission.  Planning permission will be 
submitted before the end of the year.  The anticipated completion of the building is in the first 
quarter of 2017.

The tender process is currently underway and a contractor will be appointed prior to obtain-
ing planning permission.

17/12/2015WRN00500Industrial Development

17/12/2015WRN00600220. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
IDA Ireland has investigated the possibility of a former company returning to Kerry; the efforts 
made and the outcome; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45923/15]

17/12/2015WRN00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Amann 
facility is privately-owned and not in IDA Ireland’s property portfolio. It currently belongs to 
Bioatlantis, an indigenous Irish company, which occupies c.70,000 sq.ft. of the building for its 
own manufacturing requirements. The remaining 75% of the building is available for lease. 

Although not an IDA Ireland building, the agency continues to follow up on FDI opportuni-
ties relating to the facility, including with the former owner, and has also promoted the facility 
to a number of potential clients, through IDA Ireland’s network of overseas offices.

IDA Ireland will continue to work with Bioatlantis and promote the facility when and where 
appropriate.

17/12/2015WRN00800Work Permit Applications

17/12/2015WRN00900221. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if a person 
has been refused an employment permit; if an application by the person for a review of the deci-
sion was received outside the 28 days permitted for a review; if the person can make a fresh ap-
plication for an employment permit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46034/15]

17/12/2015WRN01000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): A new ap-
plication for an employment permit may be submitted at any time, as long as there is no active 
application being processed at the time of submission.  In the situation that is described, there 
is no active application, so a new application could be considered.

17/12/2015WRN01100Job Creation

17/12/2015WRN01200222. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he is 
aware that the Athy area in County Kildare is a jobs black spot; the investment and resources he 
has put into rectifying this situation since March 2011; and his plans to address this unaccept-
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able situation.  [46130/15]

17/12/2015WRN01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Since the start 
of the Action Plan for Jobs process in 2012, employment has increased by over 135,000 across 
the economy as a whole and has exceeded the initial target set by the Government for 2016.  All 
regions have experienced jobs growth, but the rate of progress in some regions is less than in 
others. That is why the Government is placing an increased emphasis on supporting job creation 
in the regions this year.

The Regional Action Plans for Jobs Initiative was launched by Government in February of 
this year. The purpose of this initiative is to identify a range of actions over the period 2015 - 
2017 aimed at facilitating each region to achieve its economic potential and raise employment 
levels in each of the regions.  

The Action Plan for Jobs for the Mid East region, which includes Athy, is currently under 
development and is expected to be launched in early 2016.  As with other plans, it will include 
a series of practical actions, developed in collaboration with regional stakeholders, to support 
enterprise growth and job creation across the Mid East region and enable the region as a whole 
to realise its economic potential and create jobs.

The primary objective of each of the plans published to date is to have a further 10 to 15 
per cent at work in each region by 2020 and to ensure the unemployment rate of each region 
is within one per cent of the State average. Key targets in the Regional Action Plans published 
to date are to increase the number of entrepreneurs/start-ups in each region by a minimum of 
25%, improve the 5-year survival rate by 25% and improve scaling performance of companies 
by 25%. 

All regional Action Plans will be supported by investment of up to €250 million over the 
next five years, including €150 million for a property investment programme by IDA Ireland.  
The intention is that a further sum of up to €100 million will be made available over the next 
five years through three competitive calls to be administered by Enterprise Ireland. These com-
petitive calls will be targeted at innovative and collaborative approaches to support job creation 
across the regions.

In April 2014, a new Regional aid map was published, providing details of areas of the 
country in which the State can grant State aid, at enhanced rates, to businesses to support de-
velopment and employment. Under the revised map, Athy has been included as an eligible area. 
This presents a significant opportunity for developing businesses, supporting employment, and 
growing the enterprise base in Athy. Regional aid can be given to businesses to support new in-
vestment and new employment in productive projects, and can also be provided under schemes 
for tourism grants, urban and rural renewal and other tax-based development schemes.

In March 2011, there were 18,207 people recorded on the Live Register in Kildare County. 
This number has since fallen to 13,851 as at November 2015.

Enterprise Ireland and IDA Ireland have also placed an increased emphasis on the regions 
in their new corporate strategies.  Enterprise Ireland works with entrepreneurs and business 
people across the full business development spectrum - from early-stage entrepreneurs, to es-
tablished business owners and Irish multinational companies.  Earlier this year IDA Ireland 
launched its 5 year strategy for the period 2015 to 2019 which aims to create 80,000 new jobs 
in the economy over the period and increase investment into each region by between 30% and 
40%.  Meanwhile, the Local Enterprise Offices are committed to providing consistent supports 
for microenterprises across all regions and acting as a first-stop-shop in delivering business 
growth and jobs for the small and micro-enterprise sector. 
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17/12/2015WRN01400Enterprise Ireland

17/12/2015WRN01500223. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the num-
ber of innovation vouchers awarded to companies based in County Waterford. [46156/15]

17/12/2015WRN01600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Enter-
prise Ireland Innovation Voucher Initiative was introduced in 2007 in order to drive an on-go-
ing innovation culture shift within small enterprise by promoting and encouraging knowledge 
transfer between Ireland’s public knowledge providers and the small business community and 
creating greater synergies between the two. Under the initiative, vouchers worth €5,000 are al-
located to small business whose proposals, to work with public knowledge providers on specific 
innovation issues, meet certain criteria.  The Innovation Voucher Programme has been running 
successfully since its inception and it continues to meet an important need in the small business 
sector.

Enterprise Ireland recognises that an important source of knowledge, expertise and competi-
tive advantage which is available to Irish companies is to be found in the Research Departments 
of our Institutes of Technology and Universities.  The Innovation Voucher scheme gives small 
companies access to this vast source of innovative acumen and in so doing acts as an important 
facet of knowledge transfer from these Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) to industry.  These 
Vouchers can be used by the companies to purchase advice and knowledge that is new to the 
company.

Since the programme’s launch, in 2007, 464 Vouchers, with a total combined value of €2.3 
million have been awarded to companies based in county Waterford, as detailed in the follow-
ing table.

County Total 
Number 
of In-
novation 
Vouchers

2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007

Water-
ford

464 62 64 76 40 35 76 58 26 27

17/12/2015WRN01700Enterprise Ireland Expenditure

17/12/2015WRN01800224. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the num-
ber of technical feasibility grants awarded to companies based in County Waterford. [46157/15]

17/12/2015WRN01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Enterprise 
Ireland’s mission is to partner with entrepreneurs, Irish businesses, and the research and invest-
ment communities to develop Ireland’s international trade, innovation, leadership,and competi-
tiveness.  The ultimate objective is increased employment and prosperity in Ireland.

Enterprise Ireland offers financial support to help companies investigate the viability of a 
new export oriented business or proposition or to develop a new product, process, technology 
or service offering.  This is offered through a feasibility grant. In many cases, if the feasibility 
grant is successful, many companies go on to carry out a larger business development project 
(such as an Innovative HSPU package) or an R&D project with the assistance of Enterprise 
Ireland.  Typical elements of a feasibility study include market research, business plan develop-
ment, technical research and prototyping. 
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Table 1 identifies the number of technical feasibility payment transactions to companies in 
County Waterford by Enterprise Ireland between 2010 and 2015.

Technical Feasibility studies are a subset of the feasibility grant offer.  Table 2 identifies 
the number of feasibility study payment transactions to companies in County Waterford by En-
terprise Ireland over the period, 2010 to 2015.  Feasibility study grant offers include technical 
feasibilities, R&D stimulation grants, CORD grants, HPSU feasibility, Food Works Feasibility 
grants, Competitive feasibility Fund and Going Global grants.

Table 1: No of payment transactions for Technical Feasibility Grants to companies in Coun-
ty Waterford between 2010 and 2015. 

Year No of payment transactions Amount Paid €
2010 10 108,339
2011 7 55,171
2012 1 21,708
2013 2 18,880
2014 - -
2015 - -
Total 20 204,100
Table 2: No of feasibility study payment transactions to companies in County Waterford by 

Enterprise Ireland between 2010 and 2015.

Year No of payment transactions Amount Paid €
2010 47 212,525
2011 62 205,361
2012 26 74,126
2013 13 87,533
2014 4 27,850
2015 3 28,861
Total 155 636,257
Source : Enterprise Ireland Cognos System ran 16 December 2015. Note the above pay-

ments exclude payments to infrastructural clients, Shannon Free Zone Transfer Clients, Incu-
bation Centres and Employment Subsidy Scheme recipients.

17/12/2015WRN02000Enterprise Ireland Funding

17/12/2015WRN02100225. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the num-
ber of companies in County Waterford that have availed of research and development funding 
over the past five years. [46158/15]

17/12/2015WRN02200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Enterprise 
Ireland’s mission is to partner with entrepreneurs, Irish businesses, and the research and invest-
ment communities to develop Ireland’s international trade, innovation, leadership, and com-
petitiveness with the ultimate objective of job creation.  A key element of Enterprise Ireland’s 
strategy is to develop innovative companies through supporting research and development at 
the company level.  Enterprise Ireland has a number of financial supports to encourage compa-
nies to focus on research and development activities both within their companies and by col-
laborating with other companies and the third level research institutes.
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24 companies in Waterford have been paid by Enterprise Ireland for research and develop-
ment activities between 2010 and the present time (15 December 2015).  These research and 
development supports include the R&D Fund, the RTI Fund, R&D Stimulation Grants, Tech-
nical Feasibility studies and R&D equity packages.  Some companies received more than one 
payment in a given year, and some companies received multiple payments over different years.  
Table 1, column 1 below shows the breakdown by year of the 65 payment transactions to these 
24 companies.  Column 2 shows the breakdown of the 24 companies approved.  Column 3 
shows the breakdown by company by year.  Some companies have been approved in different 
years and therefore the total of 32 is higher than the total number of companies approved (24). 
Column 4 shows the amount paid per year to these companies.

It should be noted that in addition to these 24 companies, 11 companies were paid Innova-
tive HPSU funding towards the development of their business plan over this period.  Many of 
these business plans would include research and development activities among the other busi-
ness development activities but are not included in these figures. 

IDA Ireland’s Research and Development grant payments to companies in Co. Waterford 
over the past 5 years are set out in table 2.

Table 1: Enterprise Ireland breakdown of payments to the 24 companies between 2010 
and 2015. 

Year No of payments No of companies 
that received pay-
ments between 
2010-2015

No of compa-
nies to receive 
payments in a 
given year

Amount Paid €

2010 19 13 13 540,209
2011 13 7 10 (3 of these 

companies also 
received pay-
ments in 2010)

199,029

2012 24 0 2 (these 2 
companies also 
received pay-
ments in 2010 
and 2011)

230,793

2013 3 2 3 (one company 
also received 
payments in 
2010, 2011 and 
2012) 

118,880

2014 3 0 2 (one company 
also received 
payment in 
2013)

83,853

2015 - 
(15.12.2015)

3 2 2 72,323

Total 65 24 32** 1,245,087
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Table 2: IDA Ireland R&D grants Waterford 2010-2014

Year Number of grant payments Amount paid
2010 0 €0
2011 1 €76,915
2012 2 €214, 249
2013 1 €903,041
2014 0 €0

17/12/2015WRN02300Industrial Development

17/12/2015WRN02400226. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
status of finding a replacement industry following the closure of a manufacturing plant (details 
supplied) in County Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46193/15]

17/12/2015WRN02500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Finding a re-
placement industry for Carrickmacross remains a very high priority.  I have been in regular 
contact with IDA Ireland to ensure that everything possible is being done to market the facility 
abroad through IDA’s network of overseas offices.  I have also ensured that Enterprise Ireland is 
likewise marketing the facility to its client base.  The premises are privately owned and leased 
by BOSE. Both the building itself and the skilled workforce already there are strong selling 
points.

IDA Ireland and Enterprise Ireland met with Monaghan County Council on 23 September to 
discuss the BOSE facility.  A follow-up meeting will be held in the New Year to further discuss 
the matter. Both agencies will continue to work with Monaghan County Council on this issue. 

Since the national Action Plan for Jobs was launched in early 2012 more than 20,000 extra 
people are at work in the North East/North West region (a 12% increase), while 31,600 jobs 
were lost in the region in the period 2008 - 2011.  Monaghan, like many other areas, has seen 
positive trends in recent years, with employment in agency-supported companies expanding 
by 11% and substantial improvement in the live register.  However, I believe that more can be 
done. As part of the government’s €250m Regional Action Plan for Jobs, I recently launched 
the North East/North West Action Plan for jobs with a target to create 28,000 additional jobs 
throughout the North East/North West.  The Plan focuses on maximising the strengths and as-
sets of the region to support enterprise growth and job creation and to build on the progress that 
has already been made.

17/12/2015WRN02600Industrial Development

17/12/2015WRN02700227. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
status of attracting an industry-manufacturing facility to a location (details supplied) in County 
Cavan, given that all modern infrastructure facilities are provided; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46194/15]

17/12/2015WRN02800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): County Cavan 
is marketed as part of IDA’s North East Region which consists of 3 counties, Louth, Cavan and 
Monaghan. There are 36 multinational companies based in the North East, employing 4,440 
across the Region, of which 7 companies are located in Cavan employing 1,136 people. The 
North East also has a vibrant cluster of Indigenous companies with 80 based in Cavan and em-
ploying 4,048 people.
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Regional development is fundamental to IDA Ireland’s new strategy for the next five years, 
titled ‘Winning – Foreign Direct Investment 2015-2019’, which was launched earlier this year.  
For the first time, ambitious investment targets have been set for each region, with a strong 
focus on securing a significant uplift in the number of investments. Central to this is a driving 
ambition for employment growth throughout all regions over the lifetime of this strategy.  

As part of IDA Ireland’s commitment to achieve a significant uplift in the amount of FDI 
projects going into regions, the strategy outlines key actions aimed at achieving that, including 
a €150m property investment plan, spread out over five years, which will support the achieve-
ment of the organisation’s regional goals. The funding will be used to upgrade Ireland’s busi-
ness and technology parks, make investments in a number of strategic utility-intensive sites and 
build new advanced technology buildings in a number of regional locations. 

Since the national Action Plan for Jobs was launched in early 2012 more than 20,000 extra 
people are at work in the North East/North West region (a 12% increase).  Cavan, like many 
other areas, has seen positive trends in recent years, with employment in agency-supported 
companies expanding and substantial improvement in the live register.  However, I believe 
that more can be done. As part of the government’s €250m Regional Action Plan for Jobs, I 
recently launched the North East/North West Action Plan for jobs with a target to create 28,000 
additional jobs throughout the North East/North West.  The Plan focusses on maximising the 
strengths and assets of the region to support enterprise growth and job creation and to build on 
the progress that has already been made.

I am informed by IDA Ireland that the lands in Killygarry at the Business and Technology 
Park consists of approximately 17 hectares.  The Park has direct access to the N3 that connects 
Cavan town to Dublin.  There are currently approximately 11 hectares of serviced marketable 
land available on the park.  The main tenant on the Park at present is ATA Group (an Enterprise 
Ireland client).

The Agency have assured me that they are happy to consider opportunities to utilise the Park 
to attract other non-traditional type investments into the region, investments which do not fall 
under the general remit of IDA Ireland or Enterprise Ireland but which could create investment 
and employment opportunities.  These lands are currently zoned ‘Industrial & Employment’. 
Any non-traditional type interest in the IDA lands will be considered on a case by case basis and 
subject to IDA Ireland Board Approval and Ministerial Consent.

17/12/2015WRN02900Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRN03000228. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the num-
ber of appointments to State boards under the aegis of his Department and the number of ap-
pointments that have been advertised on his Department’s website since March 2011; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46257/15]

17/12/2015WRN03100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Since March 
2011, I have made 139 appointments to the Boards of the Agencies under my Department’s re-
mit. Of these, 71 were within my discretion; 40 were as a result of a nomination process; and 27 
were by virtue of the Office held and were not appropriate, therefore, for public advertisement.  
In one instance, the initial appointment was made prior to 2011.  Of the 71 appointments made 
within my discretion, 38 applied through an advertised process.

The current position in relation to the composition and future vacancies on all such Boards 
may be accessed through the website www.stateboards.ie, administered by the Public Appoint-
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ments Service.

17/12/2015WRN03200Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRN03300229. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the num-
ber of chairpersons appointed to State boards under the aegis of his Department who have ap-
peared before the relevant joint Oireachtas committee since March 2011; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46272/15]

17/12/2015WRN03400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Details of the 
chairpersons appointed to State boards under the aegis of my Department since March 2011 
who have appeared before the Joint Oireachtas Committee are set out in the following tables.

January to December 2015

Name of Chairper-
son

Name of State board Title of Oireachtas 
Committee

Date of Appearance

Dónal de Buitléir Low Pay Commis-
sion

Joint Oireachtas Com-
mittee on Jobs, Enter-
prise and Innovation

 14/04/2015

January to December 2014

Name of Chairper-
son

Name of State board Title of Oireachtas 
Committee

Date of Appearance

Dermot Divilly Personal Injuries As-
sessment Board

Joint Committee on 
Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation

15 July 2014

January to December 2013

Name of Chairper-
son

Name of State board Title of Oireachtas 
Committee

Date of Appearance

Julie O’Neill NSAI Joint Committee on 
Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation

2 July 2013

Terence O’Rourke Enterprise Ireland Joint Committee on 
Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation

23 July 2013

Adrienne Murray Microfinance Ireland Joint Committee on 
Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation

12 November 2013

Michael Horgan Health and Safety 
Authority

Joint Committee on 
Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation

19 November 2013

Ann Riordan Science Foundation 
Ireland

Joint Committee on 
Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation

3 December 2013

Frank Ryan IDA Ireland Joint Committee on 
Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation

19 December 2013
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January to December 2012

Name of Chairper-
son

Name of State board Title of Oireachtas 
Committee

Date of Appearance

Brendan Walsh Irish Auditing and 
Accounting Supervi-
sory Authority

Joint Committee on 
Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation

18 December 2012

March to December 2011

Name of Chairperson Name of State board Title of Oireachtas 
Committee

Date of Appearance

None appointed N/A N/A N/A

In addition, the Chairperson of the then Competition Authority, Ms Isolde Goggin, appeared 
before the Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation Committee on 24 July 2012.  Ms Goggin was ap-
pointed on 1 October 2011 following an open recruitment process undertaken by the Public Ap-
pointments Service.  The Competition and Consumer Protection Commission was formed with 
the amalgamation of the National Consumer Agency and the Competition Authority on the 31 
October 2014 and does not have a board structure.

17/12/2015WRN03500Commencement of Legislation

17/12/2015WRN03600230. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
details of the Acts currently in force for which he has lead responsibility and that have Parts or 
sections yet to be formally commenced, including the purpose of same, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [46287/15]

17/12/2015WRN03700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Acts currently 
in force, for which I have lead responsibility which have parts or sections yet to be formally 
commenced, are as follows:
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Title of Act Section yet to be formally commenced Details or Purpose of Section

Consumer Pro-
tection Act 2007

Sections 48 and 49 of the Consumer 
Protection Act 2007 have not been 
commenced as the Attorney General 
has advised that the provisions are 
incompatible with the maximum har-
monisation nature of the Directive on 
Unfair Commercial Practices which 
was transposed into Irish law by the 
Consumer Protection Act 2007

Section 48 prohibits trad-
ers, who accept payment for 
goods and services by differ-
ent relevant methods (cur-
rently defined as cash, credit 
card, direct debit or any other 
method prescribed by the Min-
ister for Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation) from imposing an 
additional charge by reason 
of customers choosing to pay 
for goods or services by one 
relevant method as against 
another. 

Section 49 provides that, 
where it is permissible for a 
trader to impose a payment 
charge in accordance with sec-
tion (i.e. where the trader only 
accepts one relevant method 
of payment or imposes the 
same charge in respect of all 
relevant methods of payment), 
the trader must state the price 
of the goods or service as a 
single amount inclusive of any 
such charge.
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Title of Act Section yet to be formally commenced Details or Purpose of Section

Companies Act 
2014

Section 4 in part, sections 68, 981, 
1191, 1248 and 1325

Section 4(1) in so far as it 
relates to Part V of the Com-
panies Act 1990 (No.33 of 
1990) (being Part V of that Act 
to the extent that it remained 
in force on and from the com-
mencement, on the 6th day of 
July 2005, of section 31 of the 
Investment Funds, Companies 
and Miscellaneous Provisions 
Act 2005 (No.12 of 2005)

Note: Repeal of Part V of 
the 1990 Act is pending the 
Department of Finance’s 
commencement of the Market 
Abuse Directive and Market 
Abuse Regulation.  Required 
to be transposed by July 
2016.Section 4(2) in so far 
as it relates to Regulation 6 
of the European Communi-
ties (Mergers and Divisions 
of Companies) (Amendment) 
Regulations 2011 (S.I. No.306 
of 2011). 

Sections 68(2), 981, 1191 and 
1248 in so far as they relate 
to securities (or interests in 
securities) that, before the 1st 
day of June 2015, were admit-
ted to trading or listed on any 
market, whether a regulated 
market or not, in the State 
or elsewhere.Section 1325 
will not be commenced until 
Bank of Ireland (established 
by Royal Charter) becomes a 
registered company. 
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Title of Act Section yet to be formally commenced Details or Purpose of Section

Copyright and 
Related Rights 
Act, 2000

Section 98, Section 199, 
Section 247

This section of the Act is a 
reserve type provision that will 
be invoked only if the need 
arises.This section amends 
section 65 and 66 of the Na-
tional Cultural Institutions Act, 
1997.  

It would be under the respon-
sibility of the Minister of Arts, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht to 
commence this section.
This section of the Act is a 
reserve type provision that will 
be invoked only if the need 
arises.
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Title of Act Section yet to be formally commenced Details or Purpose of Section

Safety, Health 
and Welfare at 
Work Act 2005 
(No. 10 of 2005)

Section 4(2) in as much as it refers 
to the repeal of existing enactments 
as per Schedule 2, Part 1-  Mines and 
Quarries Act 1965 (in as much as it 
relates to Mines),-  Dangerous Sub-
stances Acts 1972 and 1979,-  Safety 
in Industry Acts 1955 and 1980, (of 
1955 Act, sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
8, 9, 15, 16, 20, 21, 22, 23, 26, 29, 
31, 32, 36, 39, 50, 51, 53, 58, 59, 62, 
63, 67, 76, 79, 80, 82, 87, 88, 89, 96, 
97, 99, 100, 102, 103, 104, 106, 108, 
109, 18, 123, 126 & First, Second and 
Third Schedules) (of 1980 Act sec-
tions 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 17, 18, 20, 25, 30, 
40, 42, 43, 47, 48, 51, 52, 54, 56 & 
Schedule)-  Safety, 

Health and Welfare (Offshore Installa-
tions) Acts 1987 and 1995 (Note: The 
Health and Safety Authority intro-
duced a Code of Practice for Health 
and Safety in Dock Work in 2015. 
This facilitated the repeal of a further 
2 sections of the Safety in Industry 
Acts 1955 and 1980. The Department 
is currently working in consultation 
with the HSA, on Regulations under 
the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work 
Act 2005 to bring the enforcement 
regimes for mining, offshore installa-
tions and the sectors affected by the 
remaining elements of the Safety in 
Industry Acts into effect. 

These will be enacted in due course 
and accompanied by the appropriate 
commencement order to commence 
the relevant part of section 4(2) of the 
Safety, Health and Welfare at Work 
Act 2005).

The repeal of Existing Enact-
ments as per Schedule 2, Part 
1-  Boiler Explosions Act 
1882-  Boiler Explosions Act 
1890-  Mines and Quarries Act 
1965-  Dangerous Substances 
Acts 1972 and 1979-  Safety in 
Industry Acts 1955 and 1980-  
Safety, Health and Welfare 
(Offshore Installations) Acts 
1987 and 1995-  Safety, Health 
and Welfare at Work Act 1989.
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Title of Act Section yet to be formally commenced Details or Purpose of Section

Dangerous Sub-
stances Act 1972

The provisions relating to explosives:-  
Part II of that Act, -  Section 7 (1) and 
the Schedule to that Act in so far as 
they refer to the Towns Improvement 
(Ireland) Act 1854, the Explosives Act 
1875, the Customs and Inland Rev-
enue Act 1883, the Local Government 
(Ireland) Act 1898 and the Revenue 
Act 1909,-  Section 7 (2) of that Act, -  
any other provision of the Dangerous 
Substances Act 1972, to the extent that 
the provision is applicable to or for 
the purposes of explosives within the 
meaning of section 9 (1) of that Act.

(Note: A review of the overall Danger-
ous Substances legislative regime is 
underway and the repeals envisaged in 
section 4(2) of the Safety, Health and 
Welfare at Work Act 2005, relating to 
the Dangerous Substances Acts 1972 
and 1979 will be considered as part of 
that exercise).

Part II Explosives Section 7(1)
The repeal of each of the Acts 
referred to in the Schedule to 
the extent indicated. -  Towns 
Improvement (Ireland) Act, 
1854 (Section 56 and, in the 
nineteenth paragraph of sec-
tion 72, the words “or throws 
or sets fire to any firework,”.)-  
Petroleum Act, 1871 (The 
whole Act)-  Explosives Act, 
1875 (The whole Act, except 
sections 73, 74, 75, 89 and 
96 in so far as those sections 
are applied by section 8 (1) of 
the Explosive Substances Act, 
1883, for the purposes of the 
latter Act.)-  Petroleum Act, 
1879 (The whole Act)-  Pe-
troleum (Hawkers) Act, 1881 
(The Whole Act)-  Customs 
and Inland Revenue Act, 1883 
(Section 3)-  Local Govern-
ment (Ireland) Act, 1898 
(Section 6 (c))-  Revenue Act, 
1909 (Section 11)-  Road Traf-
fic Act, 1961 (Section 122)
Section 7(2)The repeal of the 
application, by section 8(1) of 
the Explosive Substances Act, 
1883, of sections 73, 74, 75, 
89 and 96 of the Explosives 
Act, 1875, shall not be af-
fected by any repeal effected 
by this Act and, accordingly, 
the said section 8 (1) shall be 
construed as if the Explosives 
Act, 1875, were still in force.
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Title of Act Section yet to be formally commenced Details or Purpose of Section

Workplace Rela-
tions Act 2015

Section 37.Sections 65 to 70. Section 37 provides for the 
transfer of the power to pros-
ecute for summary offences 
under relevant enactments 
from the Minister for Jobs, 
Enterprise and Innovation 
to the Workplace Relations 
Commission.Sections 65 to 
70 make provision for a range 
of technical and transitional 
issues consequential on the 
dissolution of the Employment 
Appeals Tribunal (EAT).The 
EAT will be disestablished 
once it has dealt with the case-
load submitted to it prior to 1st 
October 2015. Sections 65 to 
70 will be commenced upon 
the dissolution of the EAT.

Employment 
Permits (Amend-
ment) Act 2014

Section 15 –Subsection(5)(b) and (6) These sections amend section 
12 of the Act of 2006 provide 
for a portion of the employ-
ment permit application fee to 
be refunded to a person nomi-
nated by the applicant where 
the application is withdrawn 
or refused.  Currently, fees are 
refunded to the applicant only.  
It is intended to commence 
these provisions when the nec-
essary changes are made to the 
employment permits process-
ing system to support such a 
policy change

17/12/2015WRN03800Employment Rights

17/12/2015WRN03900231. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his views 
on correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46396/15]

17/12/2015WRN04000Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Ger-
ald Nash): As the Deputy is referring to a national of another EU Member State moving to 
work in Ireland the principle of free movement of workers between EU member States applies. 
Any discrimination based on nationality against EU workers as regards employment, remunera-
tion, or working conditions is not permitted.
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The Deputy will understand that I am not in a position to comment or advise in relation to 
the employment or other rights applying to any individual’s specific circumstances. Indepen-
dent legal advice should be sought in relation to any concerns an individual may have about 
their situation. 

Ireland has a comprehensive body of employment rights, equality and industrial relations 
legislation, in respect of which the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) is mandated to 
secure compliance. The Workplace Relations Customer Service Section provides information 
in relation to the rights and obligations under the relevant legislation. It can be contacted at Lo-
call: 1890 80 80 90. The website www.workplacerelations.ie also provides extensive informa-
tion on employment rights. 

However, in so far as the Deputy is referring to the position of posted workers within the 
EU, the Deputy may wish to be aware that the Posted Workers Directive 96/71/EC (the 1996 
Framework Directive) aims to balance the freedom to provide services across the Internal Mar-
ket while ensuring that the rights and working conditions of posted workers are protected. 
Posted Workers are individuals who are employed in one EU Member State but are posted by 
their employer to work in another Member State on a temporary basis. 

The Framework Directive provides that posted workers are entitled to core statutory em-
ployment rights in the country to which they are posted including, for example, national mini-
mum rates of pay, minimum paid annual holidays, maximum work periods and minimum rest 
periods. Employers may apply the rights of the home Member State (i.e. the Member State 
where the posted worker normally works) if they are more favourable, or offer enhanced terms 
and conditions as an incentive for working away from home, but this would be a contractual 
agreement and not a statutory obligation. In Ireland, the Framework Directive was transposed 
by section 20 of the Protection of Employees (Part-Time Work) Act 2001.

17/12/20117/12/2015WRO00200Living Wage

17/12/2015WRO00300232. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the cost 
of implementing a living wage of €11.50 for all employees directly employed or in agencies 
funded by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46409/15]

17/12/2015WRO00400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I can advise 
the Deputy that remuneration of the staff of the Department is as sanctioned by the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform in line with Government policy.

Within the time available it has not been possible to calculate an exact figure.  However, I 
can advise the Deputy that the annual additional salary cost to the Department of introducing a 
minimum hourly rate of €11.50 per hour is estimated to be approximately €109,000 per annum 
based on current figures for 35 staff employed at Cleaner, Services Attendant and Clerical Of-
ficer grades. 

I have asked all agencies under the aegis of my Department to advise me of the position 
insofar as it relates to their agency and will communicate this information to the Deputy as soon 
as it is available.

17/12/2015WRO00500Employment Rights

17/12/2015WRO00600233. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the cost 
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of prohibiting zero-hour and low-hour contracts in the workplace regulatory regime. [46414/15]

17/12/2015WRO00700Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Ger-
ald Nash): Given the lack of uniformity around the definition of zero hour contracts and low 
hour contracts and the limitations of the data that exists in relation to such contracts, as high-
lighted in the recently published University of Limerick (UL) study, it is not possible to put 
a figure on the cost of prohibiting zero hour and low hour contracts in the existing regulatory 
regime.

I am currently engaged in a public consultation on the UL study.  The consultation process, 
which commenced on 9th November, will run to 4th January 2016.  My Department has pub-
lished on its website a Consultation Document designed to assist interested parties in making a 
written submission in response to the study.  In addition to seeking written submissions from all 
interested parties, I have met with employer representative bodies, worker representative bod-
ies and non-Governmental organisations to hear their views first hand and to impress on them 
the importance of receiving their detailed and considered responses to the study, including, 
where relevant, costings in support of their responses.

It is important to point out that this is an independent study and the conclusions being drawn 
and the recommendations being made in the study are those of UL.  Therefore, it is essential 
that the various stakeholders who contributed to the study and indeed other interested parties 
who may not have had an opportunity to engage with UL, are given an opportunity to consider 
and respond to the findings and recommendations in the UL report.  This will allow me to be 
more fully informed before formulating my own views on the policy recommendations that I 
should bring to Government arising from the study.

17/12/2015WRO00800Job Creation Data

17/12/2015WRO00900234. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the cost 
incurred to meet the regional job targets as outlined in Enterprise 2025. [46415/15]

17/12/2015WRO01000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Enterprise 
2025, the Government’s long-term enterprise policy was launched in November this year.  It 
is an ambitious strategy, with the objective of delivering growth over the next decade that is 
sustainable, led by strong export performance, builds on our sectoral strengths, and that is un-
derpinned by innovation, productivity, cost effectiveness and competitiveness.  We aim to build 
resilience into our economy so that we do not suffer again as we have done in the past number 
of years.

We have 135,800 more people at work than when we launched our first Action Plan for 
Jobs in 2012.  Our export performance has been exceptional, with exports by Enterprise Ireland 
clients at a record of €18.6bn last year.  Employment in EI and IDA supported firms has grown 
by over 40,000 since 2012.

We set a target in 2012 to increase employment by 100,000 by 2016.  We achieved that am-
bitious target and have now exceeded it.  We want to go further and to replace all the jobs lost 
during the recession and to realise sustainable full employment over the longer term. 

Enterprise 2025 is a strategy that aims to build an economy that will not just achieve full 
employment but will sustain it in the long term.  It has the commitment across government to 
take focused actions to deliver growth that is sustainable, led by strong export performance and 
underpinned by innovation, productivity and competitiveness. 
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Enterprise 2025 sets out a clear statement of ambition, including that we will have 2.18 
million people at work by 2020, with the unemployment rate down to 6 percent and that the 
unemployment in all regions not more than one percent above the national average. 

Achieving this objective at regional level will require a renewed focus on building on the 
strengths of each region to develop the attractive and competitive environments for business to 
start, grow and succeed on international markets and to attract inward investment.  We started 
the process of rebuilding the capacity of the regions with the launch of the Regional Action 
Plans for Jobs this year.  In the case of six of the regions we are now firmly moving into the 
implementation phase of the process and I will be meeting with the enterprise champions in 
each of the regions early in the New Year.  

Enterprise 2025 is a whole of enterprise strategy, aimed at delivering opportunities across 
all regions and across all sectors, including both manufacturing and services activities. Through 
a partnership approach with enterprise, representative bodies, the enterprise development agen-
cies, Local Enterprise Offices and others, delivering a step change in enterprise performance 
and resilience will see a significant increase in Irish owned companies of scale, contributing 
to Ireland’s reputation for innovation in international markets.  The enterprise agencies and 
the LEOs will use their budgets in the optimal way to deliver on the potential for enterprise 
growth in the regions. In addition, earlier this year, we announced additional funding to support 
implementation of the regional Action Plans of €250m over the coming years.  This comprises 
€150m of investment by IDA Ireland in advanced property solutions in the regions and €100m 
in competitive funding through Enterprise Ireland to support community enterprise initiatives, 
innovative initiatives by the Local Enterprise Offices and to support regional collaborative and 
clustering initiatives by public and private sector bodies and enterprises.     

Our objective is to establish vibrant ecosystems for entrepreneurship, to stimulate clusters 
of scale and international visibility in areas of strength and to ensure that Ireland and our re-
gions continue to be the best places to succeed in business, delivering sustainable employment 
and higher standards of living for all and we will direct available resources accordingly. 

17/12/2015WRO01100Enterprise Ireland

17/12/2015WRO01200235. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of properties that have been established as development units for enterprise start-ups 
and the costs incurred in acquiring these, by county. [46420/15]

17/12/2015WRO01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): There are a 
range of initiatives for the provision of space for start-up companies.  These include community 
enterprise centres, incubation centres and business innovation centres.

I should point out that Enterprise Ireland does not have the management of a portfolio of 
industrial buildings available for leasing and letting within its remit.  However to support the 
delivery of property solutions for entrepreneurs and micro-enterprises nationally, Enterprise 
Ireland, working with other enterprise partners such as the Local Authorities and other local 
community organisations, has co-funded the establishment of Community Enterprise Centres 
across Ireland.  Since the launch of the first Community Enterprise Centre scheme in 1989, 
Enterprise Ireland has approved €64 million for the development of Community Enterprise 
Centres in towns and villages across the country.  

The number of Centres is set out at Table 1.   

Furthermore, I understand from Enterprise Ireland that there are currently 24 incubation 
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centres for which Enterprise Ireland has paid capital grant funding of €48,398,830.    

The number of incubation centres in each county is outlined in Table 2.

In addition, Business Innovation Centres located in Dublin, Galway, Cork and Waterford 
develop and manage incubation space to assist fledgling businesses start, establish and then to 
move on, so that vacated space can be used for other new start-up businesses.

IDA Ireland has no properties that have been established specifically as development units 
for enterprise start-ups.  However, IDA Ireland does market the availability of privately-owned 
space to potential clients.

Table 1: Community Enterprise Centres

County No of Properties
Carlow 2
Cavan 8
Clare 1
Cork 3
Donegal 6
Dublin 21
Galway 7
Kerry 2
Kildare 3
Kilkenny 4
Laois 4
Leitrim 5
Limerick 5
Longford 1
Louth 4
Mayo 7
Meath 3
Monaghan 6
Offaly 1
Roscommon 5
Sligo 2
Tipperary 6
Waterford 5
Westmeath 2
Wexford 2
Wicklow 2
TOTAL 117

Table 2: Incubation Centres

County No. of Incubation Centres
Donegal 1
Sligo 1
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County No. of Incubation Centres
Leitrim 0
Mayo 1
Roscommon 0
Galway 2
Longford 0
Westmeath 1
Offaly 0
Laois 0
Monaghan 0
Cavan 0
Louth 1
Dublin 8
Meath 0
Wicklow 0
Wexford 0
Waterford 1
Carlow 1
Kilkenny 0
Tipperary 0
Clare 0
Limerick 2
Kerry 1
Cork 3
Kildare 1
TOTAL 24

17/12/2015WRO01350Youth Enterprise Initiatives

17/12/2015WRO01500236. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will establish a stand-alone national office to support young business entrepreneurs of 18 to 25 
years of age that would provide training, mentoring and financial assistance; and the cost of 
establishing such an office. [46424/15]

17/12/2015WRO01600237. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will establish a programme for first-time young entrepreneurs of over 18 years of age to provide 
training and counselling for persons interested in a self-employment career path and the cost of 
establishing such a programme. [46425/15]

17/12/2015WRO01700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 236 and 237 together.

The National Policy Statement on Entrepreneurship was published in October 2014. It sets 
out the Government’s strategic objectives as a facilitator within the Irish entrepreneurship eco-
system.  It covers the six key elements that impact on entrepreneurs and start-ups and signposts 
the direction that policy will take in the coming years. This Policy Statement has as one of its 
stated high level objectives that “we will ensure that greater numbers of people, particularly 
in underrepresented cohorts such as females, youths and older persons, start and run their own 
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business”.

The Policy Statement sets out the six elements of the ecosystem for entrepreneurship as: 

- culture, human capital and education; 

- business environment and supports; 

- innovation; 

- access to finance; 

- entrepreneurial networks and mentoring; and 

- access to markets. 

It contains 96 key actions across a range of Government Departments and Agencies, which 
are designed to deliver improvements across the entire ecosystem.  The ambition of the Policy 
Statement is to increase the number of startups by 25%, to increase the survival rate in the first 
five years and to improve the capacity to scale by 25% and early indications are that progress 
is being made on this ambition.  

In terms of my own Department and its Agencies a number of supports are available, for 
those considering starting a business, regardless of age.  In relation to business start-ups and 
expansions in the micro and small business sector the 31 Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) are 
the First Stop Shop for access to advice and support for this business cohort.  Supports available 
include:

- Start-your-own-business training courses,

- Market research information,

- Business planning advice and templates,

- Access to experienced business mentors, and

- Feasibility grants and co-investment for your plans.

  In addition to accessing the mainstream supports from the LEOs – where eligible – young 
entrepreneurs were specifically targeted with the roll-out of the Ireland’s Best Young Entrepre-
neur (IBYE) competition in 2014 and 2015. The aim of IBYE is to promote entrepreneurship as 
a career choice and to encourage young people to set up new businesses which will ultimately 
create jobs. 

The competition was open to people aged between the ages of 18-30. First time entrepre-
neurs were well catered for in the context of the IBYE programme. A €50,000 Investment Fund 
was made available to each of the 31 LEOs to run the competition in their area in line with the 
following three categories:

- Best Business Idea: companies that are not yet trading, 

- Best Start-Up Business: companies that have already started trading but in business for up 
to 24 months, and 

- Best Established Business: companies that are in business more than 24 months.

The National Final was held on 6th December last from which a national winner in each 
category was selected in addition to selecting an overall winner as “Ireland’s Best Young En-
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trepreneur 2015”.

The LEOs also run the highly successful and well established Student Enterprise Awards 
for second level students giving them the chance to set up and run their own business while at 
school.  Students experience the realities of entrepreneurship from coming up with their busi-
ness idea and writing a business plan to producing the product, research the marketing, promot-
ing the business and managing the books.  It opens up to second level student the possibility 
of starting their own business and seeing entrepreneurship as a career choice in years to come.

Enterprise Ireland (EI) offers a range of startup supports to entrepreneurs, regardless of age.  
In 2011, EI launched the Competitive Start Fund as a direct response to the needs of early-
stage client companies regarding financing in the startup and market-launch process.  2011 also 
saw the introduction of EI’s High Potential Start-Ups (HPSU) Accelerated Growth Programme 
aimed at HPSUs to develop critical skills in international sales, raising finance and building 
teams.  Another key programme is EI’s New Frontiers Programme which was developed to 
support entrepreneurs and accelerate the development of sustainable early stage businesses 
with strong employment and growth potential, and to provide a feedstock to EI’s HPSU pro-
gramme.  EI also regularly offers feasibility funding for business startups in various sectors and 
geographic regions to assist new startup companies or entrepreneurs, to investigate the viability 
of a new growth-orientated business proposition which has the potential to become a HPSU.

I have no proposals to establish a standalone national office to support young business entre-
preneurs aged 18–25 years as I believe that the existing Agencies of the State, through a variety 
of programmes and supports, are best placed to deliver the objectives and targets of the National 
Entrepreneurship Policy Statement.  The Supporting SMEs online tool is a valuable resource 
that will signpost the range of programmes and supports available, and can be found at: http://
www.supportingsmes.ie/businessdetails.aspx 

17/12/2015WRO01850Live Exports

17/12/2015WRO01900238. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 120 of 19 November 2015, if he has successfully raised the 
issue of strict new limits imposed on cadmium levels for live crab intended for export to China 
with the authorities in China; the level of dialogue which has taken place with the Chinese au-
thorities; if the Chinese authorities have indicated that these new measures will be withdrawn; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45723/15]

17/12/2015WRO02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Further to my 
reply to the Deputy’s question on 19 November 2015, the Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority 
(SFPA) issued a formal response to the communication from the Chinese authorities on Friday 
27 November and circulated a copy of the response to representatives of the Irish live crab ex-
port industry.  The SFPA response, inter alia, puts forward Ireland’s views on the suitability of 
the European testing requirements for live crab and includes a comprehensive technical report 
on the matter compiled by relevant technical and scientific experts in the SFPA and the Marine 
Institute.  In addition, the SFPA has offered to facilitate further dialogue with the Chinese im-
port authorities in keeping with the Memorandum of Understanding I referred to in my reply 
of 19 November, and has invited the Chinese authorities to visit Ireland in 2016 to examine our 
official control systems, laboratories and crab production establishments.

I acknowledge the concerns live crab exporters have at this time and I note that the SFPA 
has provided regular updates to industry representatives on the matter.  I remain satisfied that 
the procedures which are in place for monitoring the safety of Irish seafood, including live crab, 
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meet the stringent European standards and consumers can continue to have high confidence in 
the quality of Irish seafood.

17/12/2015WRO02100Freedom of Information Fees

17/12/2015WRO02200239. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount his Department has received in fees from freedom of information requests in 2014 and 
in 2015 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45752/15]

17/12/2015WRO02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The fees re-
ceived by my Department in respect of Freedom of Information requests in 2014 and in 2015 to 
date are set out in the following table.

Year Fees - € 
2014 1,180 
2015 to date (15/12/2015) 460 

17/12/2015WRO02400Ministerial Staff

17/12/2015WRO02500240. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of political staff working in his Department, including the role and salary of each staff 
member.  [45779/15]

17/12/2015WRO02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There are 
currently eight political staff working within my Department, as set out in the following tables.  
Minister Coveney   

Name Role Annual Salary 
Aine Kilroy Special Advisor €87,258.00 
Caitriona Fitzpatrick Special Advisor €78,670.00 
Stephanie Kidney Personal Assistant €51,074.00 
Mary Hartnett Personal Secretary €50,268.13 
Minister of State Hayes   

Name Role Annual Salary 
Vera O’Dwyer Personal Assistant €54,068.00 
Philomena Byrne Personal Secretary €50,268.13 
Minister of State Phelan   

Name Role Annual Salary 
Margaret Whelan Personal Assistant €49,794.00 
David Healion Personal Secretary €26,595.10 

17/12/2015WRO02700Legislative Process RIA

17/12/2015WRO02800241. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of Bills his Department has published since 9 March 2011; the number and Title of 
those Bills that included a regulatory impact assessment in advance of publication; the regula-
tory impact assessments published; the number of promised Bills for publication; the Bills that 
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will include a regulatory impact assessment; the regulatory impact assessments that will be 
published before publication of the relevant Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[45801/15]

17/12/2015WRO02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There were 
a total of seven B ills published by my Department during the relevant period, of which six 
included a Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) and which were published in advance of the 
Bills being published.

There is one promised Bill, the Sea Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction (Amendment) 
Act, for publication. The RIA in this case was published in November 2014.   

The Bills published are listed in the following table.   

Year Title of Bill 
2011 Welfare of Greyhounds Bill 
2011 Veterinary Practise (Amendment) Bill 
2011 Foreshore Amendment Bill 
2012 Animal Health and Welfare Bill 
2013 Forestry Bill (enacted as ‘Forestry Act 2014 

(Act No 31 of 2014) 
2014 Johnstown Castle Agricultural College 

(Amendment) Bill 2014 
2014 Horse Racing Ireland Bill 

17/12/2015WRO03000Agriculture Scheme Penalties

17/12/2015WRO03100242. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he has made a decision on an appeal of a decision on a non-compliance penalty by a person 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45849/15]

17/12/2015WRO03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The penalty 
applied under the 2015 Direct Payment Schemes relates to breaches of Cross Compliance re-
quirements.  Under the Terms and Conditions of the Direct Payment Schemes, an applicant as 
well as meeting the Scheme criteria is required to comply with EU regulatory requirements 
relating to Cross Compliance.

A report detailing findings of an inspection carried out by Kerry County Council on 18 June 
2015 was referred to my Department’s Cross Compliance Unit for attention.  This report de-
tailed breaches of the cross compliance requirements under the Nitrates Regulations and related 
to the spreading of slurry close to the water intake of a drinking water treatment plant.  The 
breaches resulted in a 5% penalty being applied against the 2015 Direct Schemes payments. 

The person named was notified of this decision on 15 September 2015.  The person named 
has appealed this decision.  This review is currently being examined and is nearing completion.  
The person named will be notified of the outcome as soon as possible. 

In the event that the person named is dissatisfied with the outcome of this review, the deci-
sion can be appealed to the independent Agriculture Appeals Office, within 3 months.

17/12/2015WRO03300Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments
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17/12/2015WRO03400243. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive a 2015 payment under the agri-envi-
ronment options scheme; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45850/15]

17/12/2015WRO03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced their AEOS 2 contract on 1st September 2011 and has been paid in full for 
2011-2014.  The first instalment of 85% of the annual payment in respect of the 2015 scheme 
issued on 14 December 2015 and it is expected that the remaining 15% will issue shortly.

17/12/2015WRO03600Land Parcel Identification System

17/12/2015WRO03700244. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
why a person (details supplied) in County Kerry who had land eligibility issues resolved has 
not received payment; if payment will issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45855/15]

17/12/2015WRO03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The applica-
tion of the person named was subject to a 2013 LPIS Review.  As a result of this review the 
area of one specific land parcel was reduced.  The person named was notified of this and of his 
right of appeal.  Following an appeal the over claim was reduced.  On foot of this decision a 
supplementary payment issued to the person named on 2 October 2014.

My Department will now conduct a full review of this case including an examination of land 
eligibility in earlier years in order to establish if additional monies are due to the person named.  
My Department has made direct contact with the person named outlining the situation and has 
indicated that we will revert to him as soon as possible with the outcome of this review.

17/12/2015WRP0010017/12/2015WRP00200Direct Payment Scheme Eligibility

17/12/2015WRP00300245. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
efforts and recent successes in easing the burden on farmers experiencing difficulty with land 
eligibility issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45895/15]

17/12/2015WRP00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In imple-
menting the new CAP, my Department was mindful of the need to ensure that the implementing 
provisions relating to land eligibility were the most appropriate in the context of land types 
found in Ireland and to provide as much flexibility as possible to farmers.

It was decided that, in Ireland, the most appropriate mechanism to provide this flexibility 
was to define those characteristics to be met by an agricultural area in order to be deemed main-
tained in a state suitable for grazing. 

In order to assist farmers, my Department published a Land Eligibility booklet, which de-
tails the characteristics of agricultural land that is deemed in a state fit for grazing or cultivation.  
A copy of this booklet issued to all farmers. 

Furthermore my Department applied the EU legislative provisions for the use of a pro rata 
system which may allow for up to 10% ineligible areas within parcels without payment reduc-
tion.   

My Department will continue to pursue, at EU level, options for further simplification of 
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Direct Payment Schemes under the ongoing simplification process. 

17/12/2015WRP00500Young Farmers Scheme

17/12/2015WRP00600246. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
efforts on all fronts in incentivising farming for young persons and support for young farmers; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45896/15]

17/12/2015WRP00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In line with 
the EU Regulations giving effect to the reformed Common Agricultural Policy, I have imple-
mented two key schemes under Pillar 1 to support young farmers.  The measures provided 
through the ‘young farmer’ priority category of the National Reserve and also the Young Farm-
ers Scheme are designed to encourage and facilitate the entrance of young, well educated per-
sons into our farming community.  This implementation of these measures has the potential to 
play a major role in the regeneration of agriculture in Ireland and will provide a solid basis for 
the industry in the coming years.

Successful young farmer applicants to the National Reserve will receive an allocation of 
new entitlements on the basis of one entitlement for one hectare.  Applicants who already hold 
existing entitlements which are below the national average value will receive a top-up whereby 
the value of those entitlements will be increased to the national average value.  The National 
Reserve fund in 2015 is based on 3% of the Basic Payment Scheme financial ceiling, which 
is estimated at providing approximately €24 million in funding.  Some 6,000 farmers applied 
under the Young Farmer category of the National Reserve and payments are currently being 
issued.   

With regard to the Young Farmers Scheme, young farmers will receive the payment under 
the scheme for a maximum period of five years.  The ‘five years’ is dated from the year of set-
ting up of the holding in his/her own name.  The Young Farmers Scheme payment will be made 
on a maximum of 50 entitlements.  I have opted to use the maximum financing rate of 2% for 
the Young Farmers Scheme.  Funding of €24 million is available under the scheme for 2015 and 
the same financing rate will be applied for the years 2016 to 2019.  I have selected the method 
of calculation which will give the maximum payment possible.  The payment will be calculated 
as 25% of the national average payment per hectare which is estimated will give a payment 
of approximately €66 per entitlement held by the young farmer.  Some 8,500 farmers applied 
under the Young Farmer Scheme and payments to eligible applicants are currently being issued. 

I have also established a dedicated capital investment scheme for young farmers under 
TAMS II, offering a wider range of investment items than is generally available, and with an 
enhanced rate of aid of 60% as compared with the standard 40% grant.  A similar dedicated 
investment scheme is available for Organic farmers, with a range of items specific to organic 
production, and again offering a 60% rate of aid for young farmers.  For any young farmers who 
do not meet the eligibility requirements for these dedicated schemes, I have ensured that their 
applications will be prioritised under the mainstream TAMS schemes, which are open to all.   

Last September I presented a six point plan, to both the EU Commissioner and my EU min-
isterial colleagues, to address the particularly acute situation in the dairy sector. I was extremely 
pleased that the final decision at Council took account of Ireland’s requests and included the 
provision of targeted direct aid for dairy farmers, which can be matched nationally.  The aid 
comprises €13.7m of EU funding and a further €13.7m in matching national funding.  The 
payment will be made on a flat rate basis with each of the 18,000 dairy farmers in the country 
receiving approximately €1,350, with an additional €800 top-up for young dairy farmers.  The 
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flat rate payment will be made in the coming weeks and the young farmers’ top-up payment will 
be made in early 2016 when that scheme is finalised. 

The Agri-taxation Review was a joint initiative by the Minister for Finance and me, which 
was published as part of Budget 2015, and set out the main policy objectives for continuing 
support through agri-taxation measures including increasing land mobility and the productive 
use of land and assisting succession and the transfer of farms.  Both objectives are especially 
relevant to young farmers.   

Budget 2016 continued the implementation of the Agri-taxation Review and a major new 
initiative on ‘Family Transfer Partnerships’ to assist succession was announced. It is a structure 
in which family members enter into a partnership, and appropriate profit-sharing agreement, 
with the provision for the transfer of the family farm to the younger farmer at the end of a speci-
fied period (not exceeding ten years). To support this transfer a tax credit of up to a maximum 
of €5,000 per annum for five years can be allocated to the partnership, thereby incentivising the 
transfer and mitigating some of the financial concerns involved. The partnership model enables 
a gradual transfer of control and also facilitates knowledge transfer from one generation to an-
other. In addition two measures specifically aimed at young farmers were renewed for a further 
three years – the 100% Stock Relief on Income Tax for Certain Young Trained Farmers and the 
Stamp Duty Exemption on Transfers of Land to Young Trained Farmers. These changes are 
subject to EU State Aid approval.

17/12/2015WRP00800Rural Development Programme Funding

17/12/2015WRP00900247. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on a matter (details supplied) regarding Kerry Social Farming; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45901/15]

17/12/2015WRP01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment established a €1m fund for Rural Development and Innovation projects in 2015, under the 
remit of my colleague Minister Phelan.

The purpose of this €1m fund is to address some of the recommendations laid down in the 
CEDRA report, and was utilised for a variety of pilot initiatives in 2015, including:   

  - Support for Female Rural Entrepreneurs 

This was a national but targeted programme to select up to 50 women who have recently 
started or who have taken the first steps towards starting their own business in rural areas.

  - Support for Social Farming Operations 

This was a grant-aid programme to help advance existing social farming operations

  - Support for Community Based Food and Artisan Markets 

This was a scheme designed to help support activity in rural high streets through support for 
community based local food and artisan markets

  - Agri-food related Tourism Initiatives   

This was a scheme to provide for agri-food and marine tourism projects which advance rural 
and coastal economic development and was operated through the Local Authorities.   
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This Rural Development and Innovation fund has been increased to €1.5m for 2016 and 
work is ongoing to develop how this funding will be allocated.  As before, it will be utilised to 
address the recommendations in the CEDRA report, and is likely to contain a support specifi-
cally on Social Farming.

17/12/2015WRP01100Fisheries Protection

17/12/2015WRP01200248. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will prioritise the provision of additional staffing to the Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority 
to facilitate the use of additional sea-fisheries infrastructure that is currently not designated for 
use due to a lack of coverage by the authority; if the use of a pier (details supplied) in County 
Kerry could be facilitated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45920/15]

17/12/2015WRP01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I received 
this request some time ago and consulted the SFPA in relation to the request for the designation 
of Renard Pier, Co. Kerry for landings of Monkfish and Hake.  Please note that under the Sea 
Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act, 2006, the SFPA is responsible for operational issues 
concerning sea fisheries control.

The SFPA advised that as Renard Pier is capable of dealing with landings on a 24 hour basis 
and because of the high risk associated with national and foreign Hake and Monkfish landings 
it was not in a position to provide the resources necessary to provide the required level of cover 
for a designated port at this site.  The SFPA noted that Renard pier is a relatively remote loca-
tion and that the nearest Port office in Dingle is 180km round trip (approx 4 hrs return journey).   

The SFPA has advised that following further discussions with a commercial party with an 
interest in the matter, it is giving active consideration to the possibility of supporting the desig-
nation of Renard Pier and a thorough analysis of the impacts of this designation is being carried 
out at present.

17/12/2015WRP01400Fishery Harbour Centres

17/12/2015WRP01500249. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will meet or visit a small fisheries business (details supplied) in Dublin 13 regarding 
its plans to develop employment in Howth Harbour; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45931/15]

17/12/2015WRP01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Howth Fish-
ery Harbour Centre is one of the six designated Fishery Harbour Centres, which are owned, 
managed and maintained by my Department.

My officials have met with the owner of the business concerned in the past, most recently in 
January 2015 on the margins of the annual Howth Harbour Users Forum.   

It is anticipated that the next such Forum will take place in early 2016.  While my officials 
have not received a request from the owner for a separate meeting, I can confirm that, as always, 
they are available to meet Howth harbour users collectively or individually as the need arises at 
that or indeed at any other mutually convenient time.

17/12/2015WRP01700Severe Weather Events



Questions - Written Answers

342

17/12/2015WRP01800250. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
funding provisions he is putting in place to assist farmers who have lost fodder or housing for 
stock due to the recent flooding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45994/15]

17/12/2015WRP01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am acutely 
aware of the difficulties farmers in flooded areas are experiencing in recent weeks.

My Department has put special arrangements in place to deal with animal welfare issues 
that might arise as a result of flooding and to deal with the flooding of slurry tanks that has oc-
curred in a limited number of circumstances.   

Where there is a potential animal welfare issue on farms, farmers are urged to contact the 
Department Animal Welfare Helpline.  This helpline is aimed at providing assistance to farm-
ers, and is dealing with farmers on a one-to-one basis where there is a risk of animal welfare.  
Farmers who are experiencing particular difficulty arising from the flooding should contact the 
helpline at Call Save 0761 064408 or Phone 01 6072379.   

Alongside my Department’s Animal Welfare Helpline, I have asked Teagasc to provide 
dedicated on-farm practical advice and assistance to farmers in flooded areas and ensure farm-
ing operations are supported.  Contact should be made using the helpline number 0761 113555.   

I have also prioritised payments to farmers at this time.  At this point, the vast majority of 
farmers have been paid over €1.2 billion in EU payments under the Basic Payment Scheme 
and the Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme (formerly Disadvantaged Areas Scheme) this year.  
Given that a completely new payment regime has been introduced, this is a significant achieve-
ment and I am committed to issuing remaining payments as individual issues are resolved 
around applications.  Payments under other schemes such as REPS/AEOS have been made 
along with GLAS and Beef Data and Genomics Scheme payments which are being prioritised.

17/12/2015WRP02000Single Payment Scheme Payments

17/12/2015WRP02100251. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the sta-
tus of a single payment for 2015 to a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46002/15]

17/12/2015WRP02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The per-
son named established 222.76 Entitlement Allocation Rights under the 2015 Basic Payment 
Scheme.  The value of these entitlements is €37,079.33.  The person named formed a registered 
farm partnership with third parties, and submitted an application on behalf of the farm partner-
ship under the 2015 Basic Payment Scheme. 

A farm partnership is a legal business arrangement where two or more individuals come 
together combining their respective resources to achieve mutual benefits.  Members of a farm 
partnership who own individual sets of entitlements receive a combined payment.  It is there-
fore incumbent that my Department identifies and ensures that entitlements held are licensed 
for use in the partnership.  Consequently, should the partnership dissolve the entitlements can 
return to the relevant owners. My Department has established a robust procedure to ensure the 
implementation and integrity of this identification process. 

An official from my Department has contacted the person named confirming that the appli-
cation and identification process in respect of this application is now fully processed. Payment 
will issue shortly to the nominated bank account of the Farm Partnership.
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17/12/2015WRP02300Tuberculosis Eradication Programme Payments

17/12/2015WRP02400252. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the sta-
tus of a payment under the disease eradication scheme to a person (details supplied) in County 
Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46003/15]

17/12/2015WRP02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There are 
currently no payments due to the herdowner concerned under the TB Eradication Scheme.

The holding in question was restricted for the periods 31 January 2014 to 8 September 2014 
and 22 June 2012 to 2 August 2013.  Compensation payable under the TB eradication scheme 
was paid, in full, in respect of both restriction periods.  The herdowner appealed the level of 
payment in respect of the reactors removed in the 2012 breakdown.  The original decision was 
subsequently upheld by the Agricultural Appeals Office.  The herdowner has since appealed 
that decision to the Office of the Ombudsman where it is currently under consideration.

17/12/2015WRP02600Agriculture Scheme Data

17/12/2015WRP02700253. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
farm payments to farmers, by county, in 2014 and in 2015 to date, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46004/15]

17/12/2015WRP02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The infor-
mation sought by the Deputy is being compiled and will be forwarded directly at the earliest 
possible date. 

17/12/2015WRP02900Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Payments

17/12/2015WRP03000254. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment under the areas of natural constraint scheme will issue to a person (details supplied); 
the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46018/15]

17/12/2015WRP03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Area of Natural Constraint Scheme was received in my Department from the 
person named on 15 May, 2015.  An initial payment has issued in respect of land claimed in the 
“mountain area” category.  A second element of this application refers to land claimed in the 
“island land” category.  This second element has now been completed and payment will issue 
shortly to the nominated bank account of the person named.

17/12/2015WRP03200Agriculture Scheme Applications

17/12/2015WRP03300255. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Clare will receive payment under the bovine viral diar-
rhoea scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46019/15]

17/12/2015WRP03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Final valida-
tions of applications under the 2014 BVD scheme have recently been completed. Payment will 
issue shortly to the person named. 
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17/12/2015WRP03500Bovine Disease Levies

17/12/2015WRP03600256. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount received in disease levies and the expenditure on disease eradication in 2015 to date; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46022/15]

17/12/2015WRP03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Bovine dis-
ease levies are collected under the Bovine Disease Levies Acts 1979 and 1996 and contribute 
to the compensation payable under the disease eradication programmes.  The current rates are 
0.06 cent per litre of milk processed and €1.27 for each animal slaughtered or exported.  The 
total collected for these levies in 2015 to date is €5.955m.

Total expenditure on disease eradication to date in 2015 has been €27.4m.  This represents 
a 17% reduction from the same period last year, mainly due to the reduction in the incidence of 
TB and associated savings.  From an economic perspective, the very considerable saving both 
to the national exchequer and to farmers arising from the eradication of Brucellosis and the 
substantial reduction in TB illustrates the huge benefits which derive from the effective imple-
mentation of disease eradication programmes.  The progressive and on-going reduction in the 
incidence of TB eradication holds out the promise of further significant savings for farmers and 
taxpayers by building on the progress achieved in recent years.

17/12/2015WRP03800Basic Payment Scheme Data

17/12/2015WRP03900257. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of applications received, payments made and the total amount paid under the basic pay-
ments scheme, by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46023/15]

17/12/2015WRP04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In relation 
to the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) and Greening Payment, I am pleased to confirm that ad-
vance payments began issuing in Ireland on 16 October 2015.  This is the earliest that payments 
can commence under the governing EU Regulations.  Ireland is among the earliest to pay the 
BPS in the European Union and to date, of the approximately 122,265 eligible applicants, over 
119,000 farmers have received payments totalling €1.05 billion.  The further detail on a county 
by county basis is currently being compiled and will be forwarded directly to the Deputy at the 
earliest possible date. 

17/12/2015WRQ00150Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Data

17/12/2015WRQ00200258. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of applications received and payments made and the total amount paid, by county, 
under the areas of natural constraint scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46024/15]

17/12/2015WRQ00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme commenced, on schedule, on 23 September, 
2015. To date, payments worth €191m have issued to over 89,000 applicants. The total number 
of eligible applicants is 102,555. Many applicants cannot be paid until early next year when 
they have complied with stocking density and retention terms of the scheme. The further detail 
on a county by county basis is currently being compiled and will be forwarded directly to the 
Deputy at the earliest possible date. 
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17/12/2015WRQ00350GLAS Data

17/12/2015WRQ00400259. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers who have received payments, the average payment per farmer, the percent-
age rate of payment made, and the total expenditure to date under the green low-carbon agri-
environment scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46025/15]

17/12/2015WRQ00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment are currently undertaking the necessary checks on GLAS Tranche 1 applications which 
have a 1 October 2015 start date and are therefore eligible for a 2015 part year payment. When 
these payment application checks are complete these payments will start to issue. First payruns 
are expected to be scheduled next week, with 85% of what is due being paid by way of first 
instalment.

The details of average payments will not be available until payment processing is complete.

17/12/2015WRQ00550GLAS Applications

17/12/2015WRQ00600260. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of applications received under the green low-carbon agri-environment scheme, tranche 
II, by tier 1, 2 and 3 and by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46026/15]

17/12/2015WRQ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The GLAS 
online application system closed for the creation of new applications at midnight on Monday 
December 14. In light of the large volume of applications on the system, my Department has 
allowed advisors until 6pm Friday December 18 to finalise any which have not yet been submit-
ted.

Interest in joining the scheme under Tranche 2 has been extremely high, and I am particu-
larly happy to see so many Tier 1 and Tier 2 candidates. As already indicated, applications from 
these candidates will receive priority when allocating places under Tranche 2. Full details of 
applications, including a county-by-county breakdown by Tier, will not be available until all 
applications have been submitted, but the most recent information nationally is as follows: 

A total of 19,105 applications have been created on the online system, with following break-
down by Tier: Tier 1 - 8,676; Tier 2 - 4,816; and Tier 3 - 5,613.

Of these, a total of 13,705   had been formally submitted up to yesterday morning, broken 
down as follows: Tier 1 - 6,866; Tier 2 - 4,151; and Tier 3 - 2,688.

17/12/2015WRQ00750GLAS Applications

17/12/2015WRQ00800261. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will accept all eligible applications submitted under the green low-carbon agri-environment 
scheme, tranche 2, given the underspend to date under the agri-environment options scheme 
2014 to 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46027/15]

17/12/2015WRQ00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The GLAS 
online application system closed for the creation of new applications at midnight on Monday 
December 14. In light of the large volume of applications on the system, my Department has 
allowed advisors until 6pm Friday December 18 to finalise any which have not yet been submit-
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ted.

It is clear that interest in the Scheme is very strong and that Tranche 2 is well on target to 
reach the forecasts set when I launched the Tranche. I am particularly happy to see so many Tier 
1 and Tier 2 candidates. As already indicated, applications from these candidates will receive 
priority when allocating places under Tranche 2. The precise number to be offered places will 
be determined by reference to the environmental priorities set for the Scheme and the overall 
budget available, with an eye also to ensuring adequate provision remains for Tranche 3 of the 
scheme. 

17/12/2015WRQ00950Single Payment Scheme Payments

17/12/2015WRQ01000262. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the spe-
cific payments made to a person (details supplied) in County Clare for the past five years under 
the single payment scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46029/15]

17/12/2015WRQ01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted an application under the Single Farm Payment Scheme for the past five years. 
However, he was deemed ineligible for payment as Article 28 (1) of Council Regulation (EC) 
No 73/2009 sets out that no payment will be made under the Single Payment Scheme where the 
amount claimed is less than €100. 

17/12/2015WRQ01150Ash Dieback Threat

17/12/2015WRQ01200263. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his views 
on correspondence (details supplied) regarding a crop species and the methods available to deal 
with the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46035/15]

17/12/2015WRQ01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In response 
to representations in July, the Minister of State with responsibility for Food, Forestry, Horticul-
ture and Food Safety replied in August 2015 to the person referred to in your question, setting 
out the actions already taken and that were proposed for the remainder of 2015 in combating the 
ash dieback disease. This included a large scale systematic and wider targeted survey of forests, 
nurseries, hedgerows, agricultural environmental schemes and roadside plantings across the 
whole of the country which commenced at the beginning of July.

The results have shown that due to the high number of findings of ash dieback, especially 
in native hedgerows, Ireland would not be in a position to apply to the EU for Protected Zone 
status for the disease. The outcomes from the survey and other work are now feeding into a 
review of policy in relation to the disease being carried out by my Department in co-operation 
with colleagues in DARD in Northern Ireland.   

My officials met a delegation from the IFA including the person referred to in your question 
on the 18 November. At that meeting the Department provided a detailed update on the situa-
tion of the disease in the country. The possibility of removing the embargo on ash sales under 
a plant passport system for nurseries, for plants which have been free of the disease for at least 
two years, is being considered. 

Over the last number of years the Department has operated a Reconstitution Scheme to 
restore forests established under its afforestation schemes back to their original form following 
significant damage by natural causes. The Scheme has been used to assist forestry owners who 
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have been affected by Ash dieback disease. The objective of the Scheme is to eradicate/contain 
ash dieback in forests by supporting the removal and destruction of trees and leaf litter and to 
reconstitute the forest by replanting with alternative species. The Scheme provides funding in 
respect of costs necessarily incurred in clearing the site and reconstituting the forest, subject to 
the maximum limits laid down. 

The Scheme is restricted to forestry and currently there are no plans to either broaden the 
scope of the Scheme or to introduce any other Scheme for individuals or nurseries that have 
been affected by outbreaks of plant diseases including ash dieback.

17/12/2015WRQ01350Basic Payment Scheme Payments

17/12/2015WRQ01400264. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when payment under the basic payment scheme will issue to a person (details supplied) 
in County Galway; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46056/15]

17/12/2015WRQ01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a 2015 Transfer of Entitlements Allocation Right and Reference Value ap-
plication to my Department to transfer allocations and values by change of registration of herd 
number. As the Basic Payment Scheme application for the person named had been submitted 
before the herd number was changed into joint names, held by the person named and the person 
who formerly held it solely, it was necessary for the person named to submit a Declaration of 
Undertaking form. This form has now been received by my Department, the application has 
been fully processed and payment will issue as soon as possible.

  Questions Nos. 265 and 266 withdrawn. 

17/12/2015WRQ01650Forestry Management

17/12/2015WRQ01700267. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of a forestry matter concerning a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46133/15]

17/12/2015WRQ01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
Forestry Act 1946, where a felling licence is granted to fell a forest, the licence will contain a 
condition requiring the land owner to replant the felled area or to plant an alternative site.

Replanting after clear-felling is essential to prevent deforestation which could serve to 
counteract the benefits of Ireland’s afforestation programmes and associated public expendi-
ture, which to date has amounted to a substantial multi-billion Euro investment in forestry by 
the State and European Union.  If my Department were to permit deforestation, it would fall 
to the State’s afforestation programme to fund the replacement of those areas deforested by 
grant-aiding other individuals to plant a similar number of hectares elsewhere.  In effect, this 
is analogous to the State indirectly subsidising commercial developments through its afforesta-
tion programme.  Much of the substantial investment to date would have served little purpose 
if it only subsidised temporary forests. If such forests were allowed to be removed, not only 
would the subsidies have been pointless but the deforestation would also cost the State further 
in respect of carbon credits by way of offsetting.

The only exceptions to the replanting requirement are small projects that provide value to 
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the community (such as playing fields for schools and community centres, etc.) or up to 0.5 ha 
to build a home for a landowner or for his/her immediate family.  Any project that is for com-
mercial gain (any ‘business’ such as housing developments, wind farms, farming, industrial, 
etc.) is required to replant the site or to plant an alternative site.  

17/12/2015WRQ01850Basic Payment Scheme Applications

17/12/2015WRQ01900268. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if farm payments will be paid as a matter of urgency to a person (details supplied) in County 
Kilkenny. [46147/15]

17/12/2015WRQ02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a 2015 Transfer of Entitlement Allocation Right and Reference Value applica-
tion to my Department to transfer allocations and values by Change of Legal Entity. This ap-
plication has been processed and payment under the Basic Payment Scheme will issue as soon 
as possible. 

17/12/2015WRQ02050Harbours and Piers Maintenance

17/12/2015WRQ02100269. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the fund-
ing available for Rush Harbour works and improvements in County Dublin, given the desperate 
need for repair; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46150/15]

17/12/2015WRQ02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Responsibil-
ity for development, and repair and maintenance of Rush Harbour rests with Fingal County 
Council. The parent Department for that Local Authority is the Department of Environment, 
Community and Local Government.

My Department has in previous years, under the annual Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infra-
structure Development Programme, provided funding to Local Authorities for the development 
and repair of local authority owned piers and slipways, subject to available Exchequer funding 
and overall national priorities.   

Any application submitted under the Programme by Fingal County Council in respect of 
Rush Harbour, in future years, will be considered in the context of the criteria set out, available 
funding and overall priorities.

17/12/2015WRQ02250Dairy Sector

17/12/2015WRQ02300270. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when the 
next meeting of the national dairy forum will be held. [46151/15]

17/12/2015WRQ02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As the Dep-
uty is aware, having been a key proposer of such a mechanism, earlier in 2015 I announced 
my intention to establish a forum to address the key issues arising in the dairy sector in a post 
quota environment. I envisaged that this group, which would meet periodically, would adopt a 
strategic perspective and that it would comprise relevant stakeholders, including farm organisa-
tions, processors and cooperatives, state and semi state bodies, banks, environmental and other 
stakeholders. Such a dairy forum is appropriate as a means of engagement on critical issues 
such as market developments, sustainability, animal health, milk quality and price volatility.



17 December 2015

349

This forum met for the first time in the Autumn with the agenda focussed on some of the 
aforementioned issues. There was a particular focus on this occasion on the issue of volatility. 
The forum also served as an extremely useful mechanism to gauge stakeholder preferences with 
respect to EU targeted aid for the sector. As the deputy will be aware, we are currently in the 
process of implementing these provisions nationally with payments to farmers currently being 
processed. I look forward to continued cooperation via the dairy forum to ensure that the Irish 
dairy sector can harness the opportunities and address the challenges that the future will bring 
in the context of quota free production. A decision regarding the timing of the next meeting will 
be made in the new year. 

17/12/2015WRR0010017/12/2015WRR00150Fishing Industry Development

17/12/2015WRR00200271. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the dis-
cussions he has had with Enterprise Ireland regarding involving it in the State fishery ports and 
the marketing of products within these ports. [46152/15]

17/12/2015WRR00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, owns and directly manages six Fishery Harbour 
Centres located at Howth, Dunmore East, Castletownbere, Ros an Mhíl, Killybegs and An 
Daingean.

Following the publication of the Public Accounts Committee Report on the Fishery Harbour 
Centres in June this year, and subsequent correspondences with the Committee, my Department 
met with Enterprise Ireland on the  7 July and discussed the possibilities of making properties 
available to potential clients of Enterprise Ireland, should suitable project proposals come for-
ward. 

My Department undertook to keep Enterprise Ireland informed of the available sites on an 
ongoing basis and to keep lines of communication open generally. In furtherance of this aim 
another meeting with Enterprise Ireland is being scheduled for a date in January 2016. 

17/12/2015WRR00350Harbours and Piers Development

17/12/2015WRR00400272. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of the construction of a breakwater at the port of Dunmore East in County Waterford. 
[46153/15]

17/12/2015WRR00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Dunmore 
East Fishery Harbour Centre is one of the six designated Fishery Harbour Centres which are 
owned, managed and maintained by my Department under Statute.

The Deputy will be aware that the flagship project under the 2015 Fishery Harbour Capital 
Development Programme run by my Department was the dredging works at Dunmore East 
Fishery Harbour Centre. I had allocated €6.5 million for these works and the project is coming 
in within budget.  I am also happy to say that the project will be substantially complete by the 
end of December but the demobilisation of the plant will not be complete until early 2016 and 
is subject to weather conditions.

As with all developments in the six Fishery Harbour Centres, the construction of a break-
water at Dunmore East will be considered under future Capital Programmes on the basis of 
available exchequer funding and competing priorities.



Questions - Written Answers

350

17/12/2015WRR00550Harbours and Piers Maintenance

17/12/2015WRR00600273. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when the 
dredging operation in Dunmore East in County Waterford will be completed; and the status of 
the synchro lift at the harbour. [46154/15]

17/12/2015WRR00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Dunmore 
East Fishery Harbour Centre is one of the six designated Fishery Harbour Centres which are 
owned, managed and maintained by my Department under Statute.

The Deputy will be aware that I allocated €6.5m for the purposes of dredging work at Dun-
more East Fishery Harbour Centre under my Department’s 2015 Fishery Harbour Capital De-
velopment Programme. This was the flagship project for this years programme and I am happy 
to inform the Deputy that the project is coming in within budget and will be substantially com-
plete by the end of December. The demobilisation of the plant however, will not be complete 
until early 2016 as this is subject to weather conditions.

As part of the dredging project, the area under the syncrolift was also dredged, however 
maintenance works will have to be carried out on the syncrolift before it can be made opera-
tional. It is expected that these works will be complete and the syncrolift operational during the 
first quarter of 2016.

17/12/2015WRR00750Fishing Industry

17/12/2015WRR00800274. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the ton-
nage of fish and other produce landed at Dunmore East in County Waterford for the past five 
years. [46155/15]

17/12/2015WRR00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Sea 
Fisheries Protection Authority is the body within the State responsible for data recording and 
reporting on the landings of sea fish by Irish Sea Fishing Boats. I have asked the Authority to 
respond directly to the Deputy with the data requested. 

17/12/2015WRR00950Rural Environment Protection Scheme Expenditure

17/12/2015WRR01000275. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
grant aid paid to farmers in County Cavan under the rural environment protection scheme and 
the agri-environment options scheme in each of the years from 2009 to date; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [46195/15]

17/12/2015WRR01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The amounts 
paid to applicants in the Rural Environment Protection Scheme and the Agri-Environmental 
Options Scheme for County Cavan for the years 2009 – 2015 (to date) inclusive, is set out in 
the following table.

YEAR REPS AEOS 
2009 €14,422,967.68 Nil 
2010 €12,538,528.82 €151,393.04 
2011 €10,400,172.68 €1,023,524.56 
2012 €5,535,004.98 €1,387,825.41 
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YEAR REPS AEOS 
2013 €5,296,029.94 €1,644,738.91 
2014 €3,447,428.47 €1,734,989.03 
2015 €170,607.60 €1, 423,197.97 
Total €51,810,740.17 € 7, 365,668.92 

17/12/2015WRR01150Rural Environment Protection Scheme Expenditure

17/12/2015WRR01200276. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
grant aid paid to farmers in County Monaghan under the  rural environment protection scheme 
and the agri-environment options scheme in each of the years from 2009 to date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46196/15]

17/12/2015WRR01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The amounts 
paid to applicants in the Rural Environment Protection Scheme and the Agri-Environmental 
Options Scheme for County Monaghan for the years 2009 – 2015 (to date) inclusive, is set out 
in the following table. 

- REPS AEOS 
2009 €11,246,433.20 Nil 
2010 €9,265,684.27 €118,428.72 
2011 €7,506,301.73 €873,960.69 
2012 €4,006,833.39 €1,086,601.83 
2013 €3,828,581.26 €1,174,671.46 
2014 €2,370,372.67 €1,198,639.67 
2015 €44,237.06 € 1,020,767.55 
Total €38,268,443.58 €5,473,069.92 

17/12/2015WRR01350Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRR01400277. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of appointments to State boards under the aegis of his Department and the number of 
appointments that have been advertised on his Department’s website since March 2011; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [46247/15]

17/12/2015WRR01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The number 
of appointments made by me to State Bodies under the aegis of my Department since March 
2011 is 129.

Since May 2011, a notification was placed on my Department’s website inviting expressions 
of interest from persons interested in being appointed to the boards of State Bodies under the 
aegis of my Department. The list of board vacancies was updated on a regular basis. A notifica-
tion was also placed in National Newspapers. Since the end of November 2014, vacancies on 
the boards of these State Bodies, other than those which fall to be filled on the basis of nomina-
tions from specified organisations, are being advertised on www.stateboards.ie and processed 
in accordance with the Public Appointments Service (PAS) guidelines.   

In the case of the Aquaculture Licensing Appeals Board, Bord Bia, Teagasc, National Milk 
Agency, Veterinary Council of Ireland and Horse Racing Ireland, some board appointments, 
while made by me, are not all at my sole discretion in that individuals are nominated for ap-
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pointment by me as specified in the relevant statute. 

17/12/2015WRR01550Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRR01600278. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of chairpersons appointed to State boards under the aegis of his Department who have 
appeared before the relevant joint Oireachtas committee since March 2011; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [46262/15]

17/12/2015WRR01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Since March 
2011 chairpersons appointed by me to the Boards of four Agencies under the aegis of my 
Department have appeared before the relevant Joint Oireachtas Committee. The agencies are 
Aquaculture Licences Appeals Board, Coillte, Horse Racing Ireland and Irish National Stud. 

17/12/2015WRR01750Commencement of Legislation

17/12/2015WRR01800279. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the details of the Acts currently in force for which he has lead responsibility and that have parts 
or sections yet to be formally commenced, including the purpose of same, in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46277/15]

17/12/2015WRR01875Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The informa-
tion the Deputy requested is set out in the following table.

Forestry Act 2014 The whole Act * 
Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013 Parts 5 and 12 

*Drafting of the required Regulations is well advanced and is expected to be completed 
shortly.

17/12/2015WRR01950Beef Data Programme

17/12/2015WRR02000280. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
cost of adjusting payments under the new beef data and genomics programme by paying €200 
on the first ten calves and €100 on all calves thereafter and using the current number of farmers 
participating in the programme as the base. [46303/15]

17/12/2015WRR02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Beef 
Data and Genomics Programme (BDGP) has been approved as part of Ireland’s Rural Develop-
ment Programme. Its legal basis is Article 28 of Regulation (EU) No 1305/2013 on support for 
rural development by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development. This Article pro-
vides for agri-environment and climate change measures and requires that commitments under 
this measure be undertaken for a minimum period of five years. The BDGP will run for 6 years.

As the payment is financed under the RDP it is not possible to make payments on a per 
animal basis. Payment is instead made on a per hectare basis calculated on costs incurred and 
income foregone. All costs associated with these measures have been calculated to ensure ap-
plicants are compensated adequately. 
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17/12/2015WRR02150Suckler Welfare Scheme Payments

17/12/2015WRR02200281. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of recipients of payments and when the suckler welfare scheme was last in operation. 
[46304/15]

17/12/2015WRR02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Suckler 
Welfare Scheme was a five year scheme which concluded with animals born during 2012.

The data requested by the Deputy are set out in the following table.   

Suckler Cow Welfare Scheme 2012

County Herds Paid Amount 
CARLOW 392 €396,662.75 
CAVAN 1,380 €1,038,826.97 
CLARE 2,281 €1,794,700.37 
CORK 1,904 €1,603,514.00 
DONEGAL 1,724 €930,872.10 
DUBLIN 55 €50,021.55 
GALWAY 3,394 €2,386,489.66 
KERRY 1,418 €909,290.16 
KILDARE 338 €363,769.78 
KILKENNY 817 €919,296.55 
LAOIS 729 €774,088.81 
LEITRIM 1,215 €612,820.91 
LIMERICK 800 €691,138.34 
LONGFORD 795 €603,209.47 
LOUTH 240 €222,625.42 
MAYO 3,112 €1,703,549.62 
MEATH 616 €657,481.63 
MONAGHAN 992 €687,383.60 
OFFALY 682 €678,751.22 
ROSCOMMON 1,774 €1,219,588.10 
SLIGO 1,207 €692,203.73 
TIPPERARY 1,323 €1,468,028.16 
WATERFORD 452 €564,413.91 
WESTMEATH 790 €790,057.04 
WEXFORD 669 €735,081.37 
WICKLOW 459 €453,141.53 
TOTALS 29558 €22,947,006.75 

17/12/2015WRR02350Farm Safety

17/12/2015WRR02400282. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
cost of rolling out a new farm safety course in primary schools, modelled on the Road Safety 
Authority’s safety campaign in schools. [46305/15]

17/12/2015WRR02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Farm safety 
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is one of the most important issues facing farming today. Statistics show that accidents on farms 
cause more workplace deaths than all other occupations combined. Last year, 2014, was a par-
ticularly difficult year with 30 deaths on Irish farms and there have been 16 fatal farm accidents 
to date in 2015.

The Health and Safety Authority, a state agency of the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation, has a comprehensive up-to-date Farm Safety module for Primary schools, which 
has been in place for two years. The online module aims to teach children about farm safety. It 
is ideal for delivery in class via an interactive whiteboard or a computer projector.   

The aims and objectives of this module correspond with the SPHE curriculum requirements 
for 3rd and 4th class in relation to farm safety. The module is therefore most suitable for chil-
dren in 3rd and 4th class but may also be used as a ‘refresher’ lesson with more senior classes. 

The module consists of two 30-40 minute lessons followed by a third quiz based lesson.   

The course can be accessed at the Health and Safety Authority’s on-line learning portal: 
hsalearning.ie   

The Health and Safety Authority also run regular competitions for primary schools in rela-
tion to farm safety.

17/12/2015WRR02550Beef Industry

17/12/2015WRR02600283. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
has examined establishing an island of Ireland beef geographical indicator and the cost of this.  
[46307/15]

17/12/2015WRR02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Euro-
pean Union scheme of geographical indications (GI) protects the names of quality agricultural 
products and foodstuffs where a strong link exists between the product’s characteristics and a 
defined geographical area. In the case of a Protected Geographical Indication (PGI) the product 
must be produced or processed or prepared in the geographical area and a specific quality, repu-
tation or other characteristics must be attributable to that entire area.

A previous application for Irish Beef was withdrawn as the European Commission did not 
accept that there were exceptional circumstances to justify using the name of a Member State. 
The Commission also expressed reservations about a ‘Northern Ireland Beef’ PGI application.

While EU regulations now permit the use of a Member State’s name, it must be shown that 
the product is characterised throughout the geographical area by the same qualities, geographi-
cal and human factors. Producer bodies and agencies have from time to time explored a possible 
joint application but have not reached a shared position.  If a consensus develops on applying 
for an all island ‘Irish Beef’ PGI, my Department and its agencies will work with producer bod-
ies and our counterparts on the matter.  However, there is a significant difficulty in establishing 
a case for a GI where, as in the case of beef, labelling rules already require the declaration of 
the Member State of origin.

Applications are developed by producer groups and are submitted by Member States who 
may agree on submission of a joint application by one or both Member States. There is no par-
ticular cost except where research is required to establish and prove that a product has unique 
qualities, which are linked to the defined geographical area and that all product in that area 
shares those qualities. 
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17/12/2015WRS00150Market Access

17/12/2015WRS00200284. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will introduce a market access unit in his Department solely dedicated to seeking out new mar-
kets for the agrifood sector and the cost of this.  [46308/15]

17/12/2015WRS00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Various ac-
tions in the Food Wise 2025 strategy relate to market access and the personnel needed to assist 
in the identification, development, reinforcement and securing of new third country markets. 
For example in 2016 my Department, Bord Bia and Enterprise Ireland will explore synergies 
and priorities for the deployment of human resources in specific markets, including possibili-
ties for relocation, new posts and new offices based on market prioritisation which considers 
various factors.

In response to the increased focus on the export potential of the agri-food sector, a Trade 
Team was established in February 2011 in my Department.  This inter-disciplinary team brings 
together the expertise of veterinary, technical and administrative personnel in my Department 
as well as Bord Bia and the other relevant agencies. The purpose of the Trade Team is to provide 
a coherent and unified approach to market access, in terms of identifying and resolving techni-
cal barriers to trade, prioritising markets and growing exports.  The new Food Wise 2025 strat-
egy includes overall growth projections for the agri-food sector for the next decade, including 
an increase in exports of 85% to €19 billion by 2025. Exports in this sector in 2014 amounted 
to €10.45 billion.   

In addition, the following markets have been opened or reopened for Irish products:  

2011

Turkey: Market opened for beef and live cattle

Singapore   : Market opened for beef 

Tunisia:   Market opened for live cattle 

Egypt : Veterinary Certificate agreed for beef and market opened for live cattle   

Ukraine   : Market opened for breeding pigs

China   : Market opened for breeding pigs

Serbia  : Certificate agreed for meat products

Chile: Certificate agreed for bull semen   

Canada  : Certificate agreed for fresh pig semen

UAE  : Market opened for bovine semen 

2012

Singapore:   Veterinary Certificates agreed for sheep meat

South Africa: Veterinary Certificates agreed for sheep meat   

UAE: Veterinary Certificates agreed for sheep meat   
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Morocco and UAE: Veterinary Certificates agreed for poultry meat and poultry meat prod-
ucts   

China: Agreement secured on exports of boarfish   

Iran: Market opened for beef   

UAE:   Removal of age restriction on beef exports

China: Agreement secured on export of horse feed   

China:   Agreement secured on export of porcine semen and export certificate agreed 

China:   Agreement secured on export of horses direct to China 

Hong Kong:   Health certificate agreed for export of fishery products

Serbia – Veterinary certificate agreed for fresh/frozen pigmeat   

2013

US: Initial positive steps taken to reopen the market to beef   

Japan: Market opened to beef   

UAE: Market opened for sheep-meat   

Libya: Market opened for livestock   

Australia: Market opened for pig-meat   

Iran: Market opened for beef   

GCC: Ban lifted for beef and sheep-meat   

Canada:   Market opened for Sheep-meat.

China: Market opened for Salmon   

Russia:   Access permitted for meat products previously excluded.

Azerbaijan  - Agreement on veterinary health certificate for finished meat products

2014   

Lebanon – Agreement on export of meat/meat products of bovine origin   

Lebanon   – Agreement on export of meat/meat products of ovine origin

Lebanon – Agreement on export of cooked meat/meat products of bovine and ovine origin   

Hong Kong – Agreement on veterinary health certificate for the export of sheep-meat   

Namibia – Agreement on veterinary health certificate for fresh/frozen meat of bovine, ovine 
and caprine origin   

Philippines – Agreement on veterinary health certificate for the export of beef   

Philippines – Agreement on veterinary health certificate for the export of sheepmeat   



17 December 2015

357

Philippines – Agreement on veterinary health certificate for the export of pigmeat   

Vietnam – Agreement reached on the export of pigmeat   

New Caledonia – Adoption of veterinary health certificate for the export of fresh meat and 
meat products of bovine origin   

2015 (to date)   

US: Market opened to Irish beef   

China:   Market opened to Irish beef 

17/12/2015WRS00350Aquaculture Licences

17/12/2015WRS00400285. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will establish an independent body to review and adjudicate on aquaculture licensing and the 
cost of this. [46309/15]

17/12/2015WRS00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Food wise 
2025 recommends that I commission an independent review of the existing aquaculture licens-
ing system involving all key stakeholders, to identify the current shortcomings and bottlenecks 
(legislative, resource and logistical), to report by early 2016 and implement necessary changes 
to the aquaculture licensing system as a matter of priority.

Separately, my Department is presently making arrangements to publish a National Strate-
gic Plan for Sustainable Aquaculture Development. I consulted with stakeholders on a draft of 
the Plan earlier this year. Action number 22 of that Plan commits my Department to a review 
and revision of the aquaculture licence process, including the applicable legal framework. 

I expect to initiate the proposed review of the aquaculture licensing system early in the new 
year and to report in the first half of 2016.

17/12/2015WRS00550Agriculture Scheme Payments

17/12/2015WRS00600286. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a refund due to a person (details supplied) in County Galway will be made; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46355/15]

17/12/2015WRS00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was notified of the outcome of a review of their file by letter dated 29 September 2015. 
Penalties that had been imposed were reduced from 48% to 21%. The person named was noti-
fied of this decision and that the difference arising from the reduced penalty would be refunded. 
Arrangements are being made to issue the amount to be refunded as soon as possible. The delay 
in processing the partial refund in this case is regretted. 

17/12/2015WRS00750Agriculture Scheme Payments

17/12/2015WRS00800287. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payment under the areas of natural constraint scheme and the basic payment scheme will 
issue to persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46356/15]
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17/12/2015WRS00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Basic Payment Scheme/Area of Natural Constraint Scheme was received in my 
Department from the person named on 20 March 2015.

Following processing, a forestry eligibility issue arose in respect of a number of the parcels 
declared by the person named. This matter has now been resolved and payment is now due 
under both schemes. Payment will issue directly to the nominated bank account of the person 
named at the earliest possible date.

17/12/2015WRS00950Basic Payment Scheme Payments

17/12/2015WRS01000288. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if a transfer of entitlement in relation to a person (details supplied) in County Roscommon 
has been completed; when payment under the basic payment scheme will issue to the person; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46358/15]

17/12/2015WRS01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a 2015 Private Contract Clause application to my Department. This applica-
tion has been fully processed and payment under the Basic Payment Scheme will issue as soon 
as possible.

17/12/2015WRS01150Single Payment Scheme Data

17/12/2015WRS01200289. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers with entitlements to the single payment of over €20,000 who have received 
a 2015 payment on account; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46363/15]

17/12/2015WRS01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): To date in 
2015, 5,758 farmers whose entitlements values are €20,000 or over have received a payment 
under the Basic Payment Scheme.

17/12/2015WRS01350Beef Industry

17/12/2015WRS01400290. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding livestock farmers; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [46369/15]

17/12/2015WRS01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My role as 
Minister in relation to the beef sector is to establish a policy and support environment that al-
lows it to flourish in line with normal market principles. As the Deputy is aware, price is ulti-
mately a matter to be determined between both the purchasers and the sellers of cattle. Cattle 
prices are determined by supply and demand dynamics which are in turn influenced by season-
ality of production, length of the production lifecycle, market conditions such as retail promo-
tions, consumer confidence, competition with other meats as well as the overall macroeconomic 
situation. My Departmental officials and I are constantly conscious of the need to develop new 
market outlets for quality Irish beef and live cattle. I have just returned from a trade mission 
where I discussed market access with my counterparts in Nigeria and Ghana, and this week ac-
cess has been secured to the Maldives for beef exports, making it the fifth nee market this year 
for Irish beef.
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2015 has been a relatively positive year for beef prices in Ireland with the yearly average 
to date up 8% on last year. With regard to the price differential between Irish and UK cattle, a 
number of factors have been identified to explain why Irish-born cattle command lower prices 
than their British equivalents. These include a British consumer preference for indigenous prod-
uct as well as additional transport and processing costs in supplying that market. However, one 
should note that sharp currency fluctuations have been one of the major factors in price diver-
gence this year. Live exports of Irish beef cattle to Northern Ireland are up this year in both 
absolute terms and relative to cattle of dairy dams.  At the end of October, 28,500 beef cattle had 
been exported across the border compared to 18,600 in the same period in 2014. 

The best interests of this very important industry are ultimately served by ensuring a con-
tinuing supply of high quality cattle to the processing sector, and, subject to market context, this 
objective can be best achieved by providing a fair level of remuneration to suppliers for their 
efforts. I would also encourage processors to ensure that their systems for determining price are 
as open and transparent as possible to the farmer and that any adjustments or changes regarding 
specification criteria are clearly and promptly   communicated and have regard to the realities 
of the production cycle. 

In 2014 there were 1,647,827 carcasses of adult bovines classified by mechanical (94.4%) 
or manual (5.6%) methods. There were 515 classification control inspections conducted by 
Classification officers during 2014 in 31 factories and local authority abattoirs. During these un-
announced inspections 51,017 carcasses were checked by Classification officers for conforma-
tion and fat. DAFM Classification officers also checked weights, dressing (Trim) and labelling. 
In the first 11 months of 2015 50,782 carcasses were inspected during 520 unannounced in-
spections. At these inspections, DAFM officers also conducted all the ancillary checks outlined 
above. There are currently five officers authorised to supervise classification checks. While I 
am satisfied that my Department operates a robust and comprehensive carcass classification 
control regime, I am also aware of the need to continuously monitor the way in which controls 
are undertaken, including the feasibility of reconfiguring existing Department resources within 
meat factories. I can assure the Deputy that this process of analysis and review is ongoing, and 
that I will make any necessary adjustments to ensure the continued good functioning of the 
control regime. 

The outlook suggests that 2016 may be a challenging year for the sector. However, with 
careful and considered monitoring of market trends, open channels of intra-sector communi-
cation and engagement, access to new export market for beef and live cattle and a continued 
focus on highlighting Ireland’s high-quality, grass-fed beef system, I believe the industry can 
overcome these challenges and continue to justify the large vote of confidence that this govern-
ment has placed in the beef sector. 

Yesterday I chaired the seventh meeting of the Beef Roundtable. The meeting discussed 
proposals to recognise Producer Organisations in the Beef Sector, which will give formal rec-
ognition to POs for the first time in Ireland, as well as an update on beef markets and upcoming 
initiatives in animal health. As always the meeting also reviewed the implementation of the 
Agreement from last November’s Roundtable. The producer organisations have been one of the 
key outcomes of last November’s roundtable agreement and marks an historic breakthrough for 
Irish beef farmers who now for the first time will have a legal framework allowing for negotia-
tion directly with factories on price as a group. As we have seen from other sectors, POs can 
greatly help to rebalance the supply chain by strengthening the hand of producers who will now 
have a structure for negotiating collectively. 

17/12/2015WRS01550Agriculture Scheme Payments
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17/12/2015WRS01600291. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding payments; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46393/15]

17/12/2015WRS01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a 2015 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme application on 29 
May 2015. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and 
comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm inspections, be com-
pleted before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a Bovine Identification and Registra-
tion inspection. The inspecting officer identified breaches in relation to the tagging of animals 
and notification of animal movements to the AIM database. A cross-compliance sanction of 3% 
was determined and applied to the 2015 Direct Payments.

The person named was notified of the inspection findings on 29 June 2015.   

The person named sought a review of this decision, which was examined by the District 
Inspector, the outcome of which was to uphold the inspection findings. The person named was 
notified of this decision on 4 November 2015 and of their right to appeal this decision to the 
independent Agricultural Appeals Office. To date no such appeal has been lodged.   

Officials from my Department including the inspectorate have been in direct contact with 
the person named to discuss the inspection findings.

17/12/2015WRS01750Living Wage

17/12/2015WRS01800292. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
cost of implementing a living wage of €11.50 for all employees directly employed or in agen-
cies funded by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46399/15]

17/12/2015WRS01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Based on 
introducing a minimal threshold hourly rate of €11.50, the estimated additional annual cost in 
2016 for staff employed by my Department would be approximately €77,000, after the sanc-
tioned increase of 2.5% under the Lansdowne Road Agreement is taken into account.

The parallel information in respect of State Bodies under the aegis of my Department is a 
matter for the Bodies themselves.   

17/12/2015WRS01950Flood Relief Schemes Applications

17/12/2015WRS02000293. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Defence if compensation will be 
made available to a flooded business employing more than 20 people which has insurance cover 
but with an excess of €50,000; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45874/15]

17/12/2015WRS02100Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Government has allocated a sum of 
€5 million to be distributed as emergency humanitarian support to small businesses that have 
been unable to secure flood insurance and have been flooded arising from the impact of Storm 
Desmond. The Irish Red Cross Society have agreed to administer the scheme on behalf of the 
Government. 

The scheme is aimed at providing a contribution to the costs of returning small business 
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premises to their pre-flood condition including the replacement of flooring, fixtures and fittings 
and damaged stock. It is intended as an emergency humanitarian assistance contribution rather 
than compensation for loss or a replacement for the cover provided by insurance.   

The criteria for qualification under payment of the scheme are:   

i. Only those small businesses that could not secure flood insurance are eligible.

ii. For the purpose of this scheme a small business is defined as one with up to 20 employees.

iii. The business must have been flooded during the period 4 December 2015 and 17 Decem-
ber 2015 and this fact verified by the relevant Local Authority.   

iv. Any location within the State that was flooded during the period in question is encom-
passed by the scheme.   

v. At the time of the flood - the business must have been trading and in a rateable premises. 

17/12/2015WRS02150Defence Forces Strength

17/12/2015WRS02200294. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Defence the number serving in the Per-
manent Defence Force and the full-year cost of increasing this number to 9,500, 10,000, 10,500, 
11,000 and 11,500, respectively.  [45709/15]

17/12/2015WRS02300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): As of the 31 of October, 2015 (the latest 
date for which figures are available), the serving strength of the Permanent Defence Force was 
9,155 (whole-time equivalent). Budget 2016 includes a provision of some €416 million for Per-
manent Defence Force Pay and this amount will allow for the payment of the full establishment 
of 9,500 personnel, in line with the commitment in the White Paper on Defence.

The estimate full year salary costs of increasing a serving strength of 9,500 personnel to 
10,000 personnel is approximately €11M; and €11M per increase of 500 personnel thereafter.   

The Government is committed to maintaining the stabilised strength of the Permanent De-
fence Force at or near 9,500 personnel; comprising of 7,519 Army, 887 Air Corps and 1,094 
Naval Service. Targeted recruitment has taken place so as to maintain the level of personnel 
in, and to ensure the operational capacity of, the Defence Forces. It is my intention, with the 
support of the Chief of Staff and within the resources available, to retain the capacity of the De-
fence Forces to operate effectively across all roles and to undertake, both at home and overseas, 
the tasks that are laid down by Government.

17/12/2015WRS02350Defence Forces Reserve Strength

17/12/2015WRS02400295. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Defence the number of persons serving 
in the Reserve Defence Force and the full-year cost of increasing this number to 3,000, 3,500, 
4,000, 4,500, 5,000 and 5,500, respectively.  [45710/15]

17/12/2015WRS02500Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The recently published White Paper on 
Defence sets out a developmental path for the Reserve Defence Force (RDF). It provides that 
the overarching establishment of the Army Reserve (AR) and Naval Service Reserve (NSR) be 
set at 4,169 personnel, consisting of 3,869 Army Reservists and the expansion of the establish-
ment of the four NSR Units from currently 200 personnel to 300. 
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The current total strength for the Reserve Defence Force is 2,329 and subhead A5 provides 
for a budget of €2.15   million, of which €2.068 million encompasses Paid Training. The budget 
is sufficient having regard to the existing strength of the AR and NSR. 

A key challenge is to recruit and train sufficient personnel to meet the establishment pro-
vided in the White Paper.  A major recruitment campaign is ongoing.  Following a review of last 
year’s campaign, a number of changes were introduced. In this context, it is important to note 
that it is not budgetary constraints that dictate numbers in the Reserve and there are sufficient 
budgetary resources allocated. In fact, there has been an under-spend in recent years. The De-
fence Forces will continue to strive to improve the level of RDF recruitment in 2016 and this 
remains a key challenge. 

Indicative costs of meeting the Paid Training requirements for the numbers outlined in the 
question are outlined in the following table.

Strength Levels Increase over Current Strength Additional Paid Training Cost 
3,000 671 € 700,000 
3,500 1,171 €1,200,000 
4,000 1,671 €1,700,000 
4,500 2.171 €2,200,000 
5,000 2,671 €2,700,000 
5,500 3,171 €3,200,000 
It should be noted that numbers beyond the establishment would require a reappraisal of 

organisational structures and levels and costs of PDF support required. Given the difficulties in 
recruitment, this is not envisaged. 

17/12/2015WRS02550Freedom of Information Fees

17/12/2015WRS02600296. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Defence the amount his Department has 
received in fees from freedom of information requests in 2014 and in 2015 to date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [45756/15]

17/12/2015WRS02700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The total amount the Department of De-
fence has received in fees from Freedom of Information requests in 2014 and in 2015 to date is 
set out in the following table.

Year Upfront Fee Search and 
Retrieval Fee 

Internal Re-
view Fee 

Fees refund-
ed * 

Total Net Fee 

2014 €165.00 €188.55 €75.00 €45.00 €383.55 
2015 0 0 €30.00 0 €30.00 
*Fees were refunded where request was handled outside of FOI.

17/12/2015WRT0010017/12/2015WRT00150Ministerial Staff

17/12/2015WRT00200297. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Defence the number of political staff 
working in his Department, including the role and salary of each staff member. [45783/15]

17/12/2015WRT00300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): In my role as Minister for Defence, I 
have not appointed any political staff to work in my Department.
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17/12/2015WRT00350Legislative Process RIA

17/12/2015WRT00400298. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the number of Bills his De-
partment has published since 9 March 2011; the number and Title of those Bills that included 
a regulatory impact assessment in advance of publication; the regulatory impact assessments 
published; the number of promised Bills for publication; the Bills that will include a regulatory 
impact assessment; the regulatory impact assessments that will be published before publication 
of the relevant Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45805/15]

17/12/2015WRT00500Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department has published the fol-
lowing Bills since 9 March 2011: 

  1.   Defence (Amendment) Act 2011;    

  2.  Civil Defence Act 2012;   

  3.  Defence Forces (Second World War Amnesty and Immunity) Act 2012;

  4.  Defence (Amendment) Act 2015.

The following proposed Bills are included in the current Government Legislation Pro-
gramme:   

 1.   Defence Forces (Forensic Evidence) Bill;   

 2.  Red Cross Bill;   

 3.  Defence (Amendment) Bill;   

 4.  Defence (Amendment) (Discipline) Bill.   

In general, legislation emanating from the Department of Defence is focused on the Defence 
Forces only and does not apply to the ordinary citizen or to business. For this reason, it was 
considered that a formal regulatory impact assessment was not needed in relation to legislation 
produced by this Department since March 2011. Notwithstanding this, my Department applies 
the principles set out in the Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) Guidelines issued by the De-
partment of the Taoiseach where appropriate.

17/12/2015WRT00550Emergency Planning

17/12/2015WRT00600299. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence when the next meeting of 
the national emergency co-ordination committee will take place; the number of meetings in 
2015 to date; the number he chaired; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45816/15]

17/12/2015WRT00700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I would like to clarify that meetings of 
the National Emergency Coordination Group (NECG) are convened and chaired by the Lead 
Government Department.  In the case of severe weather events, these meetings are chaired by 
senior officials of the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government as 
the lead Department and I have been personally briefed by the Chair   of the NECG during the 
recent severe weather. When such NECG meetings are convened, representatives on the Gov-
ernment Task Force on Emergency Planning attend the first meeting and attendance at subse-
quent meetings is at the discretion of the Lead Government Department, who may also call in 
additional expertise when required. 



Questions - Written Answers

364

Senior officials of the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government 
have continued to chair the meetings of the NECG on Severe Weather in response to Storm 
Desmond and the associated flooding impacts, which have been held almost daily since the first 
meeting on 3 December 2015 to date. The NECG on Severe Weather is continuing to regularly 
brief the Government, Ministers and the relevant Departments and Agencies on the national 
responses to these impacts. The NECG has also held daily briefings with the media to inform 
the public of the evolving situation and the whole of Government response to it. It is envisaged 
that these meetings will continue this week depending on the evolving nature of the flooding 
situation being experienced and any further impacts the weather may have.   

Separate to this severe weather response, I chair the Government Task Force on Emergency 
Planning, which includes senior officials of Government Departments, senior officers of An 
Garda Síochána and the Defence Forces and officials of other key public authorities, which 
have a lead or support role in Government emergency planning. 

The Government Task Force coordinates and oversees the emergency management policy 
and activities of all Government Departments and public agencies. It provides political leader-
ship and facilitates coordination of emergency management between Government Departments/
agencies on an ongoing basis and is supported by the Office of Emergency Planning within the 
Department of Defence. The Government Task Force meets on a regular basis throughout the 
year and the next meeting is planned to take place in early January 2016 given the fact that the 
National Emergency Coordination Group on Severe Weather has been meeting almost daily 
since 3 December 2015.   

With regard to the previous meetings of the Government Task Force, there have been a total 
of five meetings held in 2015. I chaired the first meeting on 26 February 2015 and the last meet-
ing held on 12 November 2015, which was followed by the launch of the Government’s “Be 
Winter Ready” Information Campaign. The other three meetings were held on 30 April 2015, 
23 July 2015 and 8 October 2015 and were chaired by senior officials of the Department of De-
fence. While details of matters discussed at meetings of the Government Task Force on Emer-
gency Planning are confidential, I can confirm that the Task Force continues to examine current 
risks and supports the coordination arrangements for emergency planning across a “Whole of 
Government” approach. The Government Task Force is also regularly briefed on matters such 
as the current security threat, which is provided by An Garda Síochána and the Defence Forces, 
as well as receiving regular updates and briefings on topical matters from the relevant lead 
Government Departments.

17/12/2015WRT00750Defence Forces Strength

17/12/2015WRT00800300. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the up-to-date figures for 
the strength of the Permanent Defence Force, by each of the three services, by rank and by gen-
der; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45817/15]

17/12/2015WRT00900Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The following tables set out the strength 
of the Permanent Defence Force as of 31 October, 2015, the latest date for which figures are 
available, across all three services and ranks, broken down by gender. The figures provided are 
for whole time equivalent posts.  
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Army   

Rank Male Female Total 
Lieutenant General 1 0 1 
Major General 2 0 2 
Brigadier General 6 0 6 
Colonel 33 0 33 
Lieutenant Colonel 102 3 105 
Commandant 231 28 259 
Captain 226 40 266 
Lieutenant 154 30 184 
Sergeant Major 29 0 29 
Battalion Quartermaster 
Sergeant 

32 0 32 

Company Sergeant 103 1 104 
Company Quartermaster 
Sergeant 

161 2 163 

Sergeant 858 58 916 
Corporal 1,194 114 1,308 
Private 3,701 187 3,888 
Cadets 45 4 49 
Total 6,878 467 7,345 
Air Corps   

Rank Male Female Total 
Brigadier General 1 0 1 
Colonel 2 0 2 
Lieutenant Colonel 14 0 14 
Commandant 30 1 31 
Captain 54 6 60 
Lieutenant 16 0 16 
Sergeant Major 7 1 8 
Battalion Quarter-
master Sergeant 

4 0 4 

Company Sergeant 54 0 54 
Company Quarter-
master Sergeant 

13 1 14 

Sergeant 119 5 124 
Corporal 143 8 151 
Private 239 10 249 
Cadets 28 0 28 
Total 724 32 756 
Naval Service

Rank Male Female Total 
Brigadier General 1 0 1 
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Rank Male Female Total 
Colonel 2 0 2 
Lieutenant Colonel 13 0 13 
Commandant 46 5 51 
Captain 3 5 16 51 
Lieutenant 29 3 32 
Sergeant Major 6 0 6 
Battalion Quartermaster 
Sergeant 

7 0 7 

Company Sergeant 75 0 75 
Company Quartermaster 
Sergeant 

15 0 15 

Sergeant 183 6 189 
Corporal 132 8 140 
Private 439 18 457 
Cadets 12 3 15 
Total 995 59 1,054 
The whole time equivalent strength on the 31 October, 2015, was 9,155. The overall estab-

lishment figure set for the Defence Forces is 9,500 and it is the Government’s intention that 
ongoing recruitment campaigns will strive to maintain the serving strength at or close to this 
figure.

17/12/2015WRT00950Defence Forces Reserve Strength

17/12/2015WRT01000301. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the up-to-date figures for 
the strength of the Reserve Defence Force, by gender.  [45818/15]

17/12/2015WRT01100Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The following tables set out the effective 
strength of the Reserve Defence Force as of 31 October, 2015, the latest date for which figures 
are available, in both the Army Reserve and the Naval Service Reserve broken down by rank 
and gender.    

Army Reserve

Rank Male Female Total 
Lieutenant Colonel 5 0 5 
Commandant 48 0 48 
Captain 53 3 56 
Lieutenant 171 30 201 
Sergeant Major 6 0 6 
Battalion Quarter-
master Sergeant 

7 0 7 

Company Sergeant 57 0 57 
Company Quarter-
master Sergeant 

62 3 65 

Sergeant 281 19 300 
Corporal 342 81 423 
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Rank Male Female Total 
Private 849 171 1,020 
Total 1,881 307 2,188 
Naval Reserve   

Rank Male Female Total 
Lieutenant Commander 4 0 4 
Lieutenant 4 0 4 
Sub-Lieutenant 5 1 6 
Senior Chief Petty Officer 1 0 1 
Chief Petty Officer 9 0 9 
Petty Officer 11 1 12 
Leading Seaman 22 4 26 
Sea Man 59 20 79 
Total 115 26 141 
I believe that the Reserve Defence Force is an important asset to the State. I value the con-

tribution of all of its members who volunteer their time and service so willingly and I am fully 
committed to its ongoing and future development.

17/12/2015WRT01150Overseas Missions

17/12/2015WRT01200302. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the number of overseas 
missions in which the Defence Forces are involved and the number of personnel involved in 
each mission. [45819/15]

17/12/2015WRT01300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): As of 1 December 2015, Ireland is con-
tributing 493 Defence Forces personnel to 12 different missions throughout the world.

The main overseas missions in which Defence Forces personnel are currently deployed are 
the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) with 198 personnel, the United Nations 
Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF) in Syria with 149 personnel, and the Naval Service 
humanitarian mission in the Mediterranean with 59 personnel.  L.É. Samuel Beckett will return 
home today, 17 December 2015.

Full details of all personnel currently serving overseas are as follows:   

Members of the Permanent Defence Force Serving Overseas   

As of 1st December 2015

1. UN MISSIONS
(i) UNIFIL (United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon) 
HQ

9

UNIFIL 51st Infantry Group 185
UNIFIL Sector West HQ 4
(ii) UNTSO (United Nations Truce Supervision Organi-
sation) Israel and Syria

13

(iii) MINURSO  (United Nations Mission for the Refer-
endum in Western Sahara)

3
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1. UN MISSIONS
(iv) MONUSCO (United Nations Stabilisation Mission 
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo)

4

(v) UNOCI (United Nations Mission in Ivory Coast) 2
(vi) UNDOF (United Nations Disengagement Observer 
Force) HQ, Golan Heights, Syria

8

UNDOF 50th Infantry Group 141
TOTAL 369
UN MANDATED MISSIONS
(vii) EUFOR (EU-led Operation in Bosnia and Herze-
govina)

7

(viii) EUTM Mali (EU-Led Training Mission) 9
(ix) KFOR (International Security Presence in Kosovo) 
HQ

12 

(x) RSM (Resolute Support Mission in Afghanistan) 7
TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONNEL SERVING WITH 
UN MISSIONS

404

2.OTHER DEPLOYMENTS
Naval Service in Mediterranean L.É. Samu-
el Beckett

59

TOTAL NUMBER 59

3.ORGANISATION FOR SECURITY 
AND CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE 
(OSCE)
(i) OSCE Mission to Bosnia and Herze-
govina

1

(ii) Staff Officer, High Level Planning 
Group, Vienna

1

TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONNEL 
SERVING WITH OSCE

2

4. EU MILITARY STAFF
Brussels 3

5. EU BATTLE GROUP
German-led Battle Group 2016 - HQ, 
STRASBOURG

10

UK-led Battle Group 2016, UK 5

6.  MILITARY REPRESENTATIVES/ADVISERS/
STAFF
(i) Military Adviser, Permanent Mission to UN, New 
York

1

(ii) Military Adviser, Irish Delegation to OSCE, Vi-
enna

1

6.  MILITARY REPRESENTATIVES/ADVISERS/
STAFF
(iii) Military Representative to EU (Brussels) 4
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(iv) Liaison Officer of Ireland, NATO/PfP (Brussels) 2
(v) EU OHQ Operation Althea, Mons, Belgium 1
(vi) Irish Liaison Officer to SHAPE and Military Co-
Op Division, Mons, Belgium

1

TOTAL NUMBER OF DEFENCE FORC-
ES PERSONNEL SERVING OVERSEAS 

493

17/12/2015WRT01350Defence Forces Records

17/12/2015WRT01400303. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the number of recruits the 
Defence Forces have taken on in 2015 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45820/15]

17/12/2015WRT01500Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Government is committed to main-
taining the establishment of at least 9,500 in the Permanent Defence Force, comprising of 7,520 
Army, 886 Air Corps and 1,094 Naval Service as stated in the 2015 White Paper on Defence.

The manpower requirement of the Defence Forces is monitored on an ongoing basis in ac-
cordance with the operational requirements of each of the three services. As there is significant 
turnover of personnel in the Permanent Defence Force, targeted recruitment has been and is 
currently taking place so as to maintain the agreed strength levels.

  To date in 2015, a total of 201 recruits have been inducted into the Army and 43 recruits 
into the Naval Service. Recruits were drawn from the panels formed from the General Service 
recruitment competition that was launched in March 2014, and the Naval Service campaign 
launched in March 2015. A General Service recruitment campaign was launched on 4 August 
2015 and the selection process for this competition is progressing.  It is planned that a further 
platoon of 40 Army recruits and a class of 40 Naval Service recruits will be inducted before the 
end of December 2015. 

With the support of the Chief of Staff and within the resources available, it is intended to 
retain the capacity of the Defence Forces to operate effectively across all roles and to undertake 
the tasks laid down by Government both at home and overseas.

17/12/2015WRT01550Defence Forces Operations

17/12/2015WRT01600304. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the number of suspect de-
vices the Army disposal unit dealt with, by county, in 2015 to date, in tabular form.  [45821/15]

17/12/2015WRT01700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Department of Justice and Equal-
ity and An Garda Síochána have primary responsibility for the internal security of the State. 
Among the roles assigned to the Defence Forces in the White Paper on Defence is the provision 
of Aid to the Civil Power (ATCP) which, in practice, means to assist An Garda Síochána when 
requested to do so.      

The Defence Forces Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) teams respond when a request 
for assistance is made by An Garda Síochána in dealing with a suspect device. Following post 
operation analysis these callouts are then categorised and this would include viable devices, 
hoaxes, false alarms, post-blast analysis and the removal of unstable chemicals in laboratories. 
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The numbers of EOD call outs and the numbers of viable devices dealt with up to 17 De-
cember 2015, by county, are set out in the following table.

 County Total Viable Devices 
Cavan 2 2 
Clare 1 0 
Cork 12 3 
Donegal 3 1 
Dublin 41 13 
Galway 7 0 
Kerry 1 0 
Kildare 5 2 
Kilkenny 1 0 
Laois 1 0 
Leitrim 3 4 
Limerick 10 5 
Longford 4 2 
Louth 12 2 
Mayo 1 0 
Meath 3 0 
Monaghan 3 0 
Offaly 1 1 
Sligo 2 1 
Tipperary 3 0 
Waterford 4 0 
Westmeath 2 1 
Wexford 6 1 
Wicklow 8 1 
Total 136 39 

17/12/2015WRT01750Ministerial Correspondence

17/12/2015WRT01800305. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Defence why he has not contacted a person 
or that person’s solicitor (details supplied) regarding the findings of a report from the Attorney 
General, a matter which he indicated he would act on some considerable time ago; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45899/15]

17/12/2015WRT01900Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can advise you that I have contacted the 
representatives of the individual in question regarding procedural issues and await a response 
from him. I would hope that as soon as I receive his response I can progress the matter further.

17/12/2015WRT01950Flood Relief Schemes

17/12/2015WRT02000306. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Defence if he will review the criteria 
of the small business compensation fund to include landlords of commercial and residential 
premises who were unable to secure flood insurance; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45995/15]
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17/12/2015WRT02100Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Government have approved the al-
location of €5m to be distributed as emergency humanitarian support to small businesses, which 
through no fault of their own have been unable to secure flood insurance and have been flooded 
recently. The Irish Red Cross Society have agreed to administer the scheme on behalf of the 
Government. 

The objective of the scheme is to provide a once-off ex-gratia contribution to the costs of 
damage incurred by those small businesses which were unable to secure flood insurance and 
were flooded arising from the impact of Storm Desmond within the period 4 December 2015 to 
17 December 2015. The scheme is intended as an emergency humanitarian assistance contribu-
tion rather than compensation for loss or a replacement for the cover provided by insurance.   

The scheme is targeted at trading businesses rather than landlords. It is anticipated that this 
will address the vast majority of businesses affected. However, where particular circumstances 
arise, each case will be dealt with on an individual basis.

17/12/2015WRT02150Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRT02200307. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Defence the number of appointments to 
State boards under the aegis of his Department and the number of appointments that have been 
advertised on his Department’s website since March 2011; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [46251/15]

17/12/2015WRT02300308. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Defence the number of chairpersons ap-
pointed to State boards under the aegis of his Department  who have appeared before the rel-
evant joint Oireachtas committee since March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [46266/15]

17/12/2015WRT02400Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 307 and 
308 together.

The State Boards under the aegis of the Department of Defence in March 2011 were the 
Civil Defence Board, the Board of Coiste an Asgard and the Army Pensions Board. 

The only State body currently under the aegis of the Department of Defence is the Army 
Pensions Board. The Army Pensions Board is an independent statutory body established under 
the Army Pensions Act 1927. The Act specifies that the Board shall consist of a chairman and 
two ordinary members.  The two ordinary members must be qualified medical practitioners of 
whom one must be an officer of the Army Medical Corps.  The chairman and the non military 
ordinary member are appointed by the Minister for Defence with the concurrence of the Min-
ister for Public Expenditure and Reform.  The Army Medical Corps ordinary member is ap-
pointed by the Minister for Defence on the recommendation of the Chief of Staff of the Defence 
Forces.

There have been 5 appointments to the Army Pensions Board since March 2011.  Com-
mandant Adam Lagun was appointed to the position of Army Medical Corps member of the 
Board in December 2011.  This position became vacant in October 2014 due to Commandant 
Lagun being deployed overseas.  On the recommendation of the Chief of Staff, the temporary 
appointment of Commandant Syed Shah to the Board, from 16 October 2014 to 31 May 2015, 
was made to cover Commandant Lagun’s absence. Commandant Lagun resumed as Ordinary 
member of the Board in June 2015.  The position became vacant again in September 2015 with 
the deployment overseas of Commandant Lagun.  On the recommendation of the Chief of Staff 
Commandant Zdenek Osecky was appointed temporarily to cover this temporary vacant posi-
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tion, from 10 September 2015 to 30 June 2016.

As the Army Pensions Act 1927 specifies that one of the ordinary members must be an of-
ficer of the Army Medical Corps, the positions outlined above were not publicly advertised on 
either occasion.  Details of these appointments to the Army Pensions Board were published in 
the Iris Oifigiúil.

A civilian doctor, Dr. Loretta Nolan, was appointed as ordinary member of the Army Pen-
sions Board in November 2013.  The civilian doctor vacancy was advertised on the Department 
of Defence website and the Public Appointments Service website.  A number of expressions of 
interest in the position were received and an appointment to the Board was made on foot of this 
public advertisement process.   

The Civil Defence Board was identified in the Public Service Reform Plan as a body to be 
abolished.  Against this backdrop, in July 2011, the then Minister for Defence appointed a 14 
person interim Board as a temporary measure. In this context, none of the positions were adver-
tised, nor was the chairperson interviewed by an Oireachtas committee.  Legislation to dissolve 
the Board was passed by the Oireachtas in December 2012. Its functions have now transferred 
back to the Department of Defence.  The membership of the interim Board appointed in July 
2011 is set out in the following table.

Name Nominating Bodies 
Civil Defence Board Chairperson 
Mr. Brian Spain, Director, Department of 
Defence 

Nominated by the Minister for Defence 

Civil Defence Board Members   
Mr. Cathal Duffy, Principal, Department of 
Defence 

Nominated by the Minister for Defence 

Ms. Clare Tiernan, Principal, Department of 
Defence 

Nominated by the Minister for Defence 

Mr. Robert Mooney, Principal, Department 
of Defence 

Nominated by the Minister for Defence 

Mr. Bill Smith, Director General, Civil 
Defence Board 

Appointed as Director General, Civil De-
fence Board 

Mr. Ned Gleeson, County Manager, Limer-
ick City Council 

Nominated by County and City Managers’ 
Association 

Mr. Keith Leonard, Assistant Fire Advisor Nominated by the Minister for Environ-
ment, Community and Local Government 

Dr. Barbara Rafferty Nominated by the Radiological Protection 
Institute of Ireland 

Mr. Becci Cantrell Nominated by the Environmental Protection 
Agency 

Ms. Veronica Forde, Assistant Civil De-
fence Officer 

Nominated by the Civil Defence Officers’ 
Association 

Lt. Col. Tony Kelly, SSO, Defence Forces Nominated by the Chief of Staff of the De-
fence Forces 

Chief Superintendent Orla Mc Partlin, An 
Garda Síochána 

Nominated by the Commissioner of An 
Garda Síochána 

Mr. Fergal Conroy Elected volunteer member of Civil Defence 
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Ms. Eileen Joyce Elected staff member of the Civil Defence 
Board 

There were no appointments to the Board of Coiste an Asgard from 2009. In the context of 
settling the Estimates for the Department of Defence for 2010, the Government decided that the 
national sail training scheme operated by Coiste an Asgard would be discontinued as recom-
mended in the Report of the Special Group on Public Service Numbers and Expenditure.  The 
formal wind up of the Company, including voluntary strike off with the Companies Registration 
Office, was completed in early 2013. 

All appointments to Boards under the aegis of my Department are made in accordance with 
the relevant legislation or regulations.

17/12/2015WRT02450Commencement of Legislation

17/12/2015WRT02500309. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the details of the Acts cur-
rently in force for which he has lead responsibility and that have parts or sections yet to be 
formally commenced, including the purpose of same, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [46281/15]

17/12/2015WRT02600Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): There are no Acts currently in force un-
der my Ministerial area of responsibility which have parts or sections yet to be formally com-
menced.

17/12/2015WRU00150Aviation Museum

17/12/2015WRU00200310. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Defence to outline the possibility of 
developing an aviation museum at Baldonnel Aerodrome in County Dublin, given its long as-
sociation with the Irish Air Corps and given that the first east-west flight across the Atlantic left 
from there.  [46344/15]

17/12/2015WRU00300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): There is currently a museum situated at 
Casement Aerodrome, Baldonnel, which contains a collection of aircraft and other aviation-re-
lated exhibits which chart the rich history of the Air Corps and aviation in Ireland. The Museum 
is staffed by volunteers. However security and operational considerations restrict public access, 
which is by appointment on weekdays only. 

Officials in my Department are currently assessing a proposal from the Irish Historic Flight 
Foundation (IHFF) for the development of a new aviation museum/heritage centre at Baldon-
nel.     

While I am in general committed to encouraging enterprise, economic development and 
initiatives of this nature, the impact of such a development in this location must be carefully 
considered as Baldonnel is of such strategic importance, being the headquarters of the Irish Air 
Corps and the only military airfield in the country.   

I am also aware that there are a number of other sites being considered for this proposal.

17/12/2015WRU00350Defence Forces Remuneration

17/12/2015WRU00400311. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Defence the cost of implementing a 
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living wage of €11.50 for all employees directly employed or in agencies funded by his Depart-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46403/15]

17/12/2015WRU00500Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Defence Organisation includes mili-
tary personnel, civil servants and civilian employees attached to military installations.

The pay structures and conditions of service of members of the Permanent Defence Force 
contain professional and technical remuneration elements in addition to allowances in the na-
ture of pay which reflect the unique aspects of military life both at home and abroad.  As such, 
the non-standard time and attendance patterns of military personnel and the rates of remunera-
tion associated with a wide spectrum of duties undertaken by such military personnel can vary 
across the different branches of the Defence Forces and, consequently, does not facilitate the 
general application of a threshold rate of pay.

In respect of civil servants and civilian employees it has not been possible in the time avail-
able to compile all the necessary information requested by the Deputy.  The information is be-
ing gathered and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as possible.

17/12/2015WRU00550EU Directives

17/12/2015WRU00600312. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will extend the 
upper age limit for children, generally set at eight years of age, for which parental leave may be 
taken, given its particular helpfulness to parents during school holidays; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [45836/15]

17/12/2015WRU00700Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Aodhán Ó 
Ríordáin): The basis for the current age limit is contained in Council Directive 2010/18/EU 
giving effect to the revised Parental Leave Framework Agreement negotiated by the European 
social partners in 2009.  The essential point is that the upper age limit was negotiated and agreed 
by employers and Trade Union representatives at EU level and their agreement was then given 
force of law by the Directive.  There are no plans at present to extend this limit.  However, I 
would refer the Deputy to the announcement in the recent Budget of a new entitlement to two 
weeks paternity leave from work for fathers together with a social welfare payment to take ef-
fect from September 2016.

17/12/2015WRU00750Cross-Border Co-operation

17/12/2015WRU00800313. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of establish-
ing a cross-Border crime agency as agreed in the fresh start agreement in November 2015; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter.  [46113/15]

17/12/2015WRU00900362. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of the cross-
Border crime agency proposed under the fresh start agreement.  [46180/15]

17/12/2015WRU01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 313 and 362 together.

The new Stormont Agreement, A Fresh Start, provides for a concerted effort on the part of 
both Governments to tackle cross-border organised crime and criminality including that linked 
to paramilitarism.  The Agreement establishes a new Joint Agency Task Force which will have 
representatives comprised of senior management and operational personnel from the police and 
revenue services in both jurisdictions, and a range of other law enforcement agencies with a role 



17 December 2015

375

in tackling cross-border organised crime.

The details of the new Task Force’s membership, priorities and resources are currently being 
finalised.  It will be charged with intensifying the current North-South co-operation at both the 
strategic and operational levels across a range of areas of organise crime that are cross-border 
in nature, drawing on the resources and expertise of the relevant agencies.

17/12/2015WRU01050Road Traffic Offences

17/12/2015WRU01100314. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
offences committed by cyclists of driving without reasonable consideration An Garda Síochá-
na has recorded since its introduction; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46123/15]

17/12/2015WRU01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will be 
aware, I have no direct role in the enforcement of road traffic legislation, which is an opera-
tional matter for An Garda Síochána.  I am, however, advised by the Garda authorities that since 
31 July 2015, cycling without reasonable consideration is one of seven offences for which a 
cyclist may receive a Fixed Charge Notice.  I am further informed that, since that date, 63 Fixed 
Charge Notices have issued for this offence.

17/12/2015WRU01250Garda Operations

17/12/2015WRU01300315. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of staff 
operating in the cold case unit from 2011 to date; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [45702/15]

17/12/2015WRU01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Garda Commis-
sioner is responsible for the distribution of personnel, among the Garda Regions, Divisions, 
and Districts.  Garda management keep this distribution under continuing review taking into 
account crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the best possible use is made of 
these resources.

The unit referred to is known as the Serious Crime Review Team (SCRT) and is one of a 
number of units which form the National Bureau of Criminal Investigation (NBCI).

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that the following table outlines the number of 
personnel assigned to the SCRT from 2011 - 2014 and currently in 2015.

Serious Crime Review Team 2011 - 2015

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Strength 13 11 15 14 8

17/12/2015WRU01450Garda Horses

17/12/2015WRU01500316. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of horses 
in the Garda Síochána mounted unit in each year since 2011.  [45703/15]

17/12/2015WRU01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Decisions in relation to 
the provision and allocation of resources are a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the light 
of her identified operational demands and the availability of resources. 
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I am advised by the Garda Commissioner that the Garda Mounted Unit is based at Áras an 
Úachtaráin, Phoenix Park, Dublin 8 and has a National remit, under the direction and control 
of Assistant Commissioner, National Support Services.  The Garda Mounted Unit facility has a 
maximum capacity of fifteen horses. 

Year Number of Horses
2011 14
2012 14
2013 14
2014 13
2015 (as of 16 December 2015) 13

17/12/2015WRU01650Garda Station Opening Hours

17/12/2015WRU01700317. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the opening hours of 
each Garda Síochána station in tabular form.  [45704/15]

17/12/2015WRU01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have received the in-
formation from the Garda Commissioner requested by the Deputy, regarding the opening hours 
of each Garda station.

The information requested is being compiled in the format requested and will be sent to the 
Deputy directly.

17/12/2015WRU01850Public Sector Staff Recruitment

17/12/2015WRU01900318. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a new Secre-
tary General will be appointed in her Department.  [45705/15]

17/12/2015WRU02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As I have informed the 
House in response to previous questions on this matter, appointments to the position of Secre-
tary General are a function of Government.  The recruitment process is undertaken by the Top 
Level Appointments Commission (TLAC) through the Public Appointments Service (PAS).  I 
can inform the Deputy that the situation in relation to the Secretary General position in my De-
partment has not changed in the interim.

The Deputy will be aware, therefore, that Mr. Noel Waters, formerly the Director General of 
the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service, has taken on the duties of Secretary General 
in my Department since October 2014.  Mr. Waters fulfils all the duties of the post.  

An open international recruitment competition for the post of Secretary General was inde-
pendently run by the PAS on behalf of TLAC in 2014.  However, the PAS process did not lead 
to any candidate being recommended for the position at that time.  I am on record as saying that 
the circumstances facing the Justice sector at the time proved to be a factor in the position not 
being filled.

Implementation of a change programme arising from the recommendation of the Indepen-
dent Review of my Department as well as the Civil Service Renewal Programme has been a 
top priority for my Department and this has resulted in a comprehensive and ongoing range of 
reforms and developments.  With substantial reform of the Department of Justice and Equality 
now becoming embedded, this matter will be considered again in due course.
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17/12/2015WRU02050Garda Deployment

17/12/2015WRU02100319. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of Garda 
Síochána assigned to each divisional drug unit for each of the years 2011 to date.  [45744/15]

17/12/2015WRU02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Garda Commis-
sioner is responsible for the distribution of personnel, among the Garda Regions, Divisions, 
and Districts.  Garda management keep this distribution under continuing review taking into 
account crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the best possible use is made of 
these resources.

I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the number of Gardaí assigned to 
each Divisional Drug Unit on the 31 December 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014 and on 31 October 
2015, the latest date for which figures are readily available, was as set out in the following table.

Drugs Unit Personnel 

Division 31/12/2011 31/12/2012 31/12/2013 31/12/2014 31/12/2015
D.M.R.S.C. 16 13 11 19 19
D.M.R.N.C 18 20 13 20 19
D.M.R.N. 32 31 27 16 25
D.M.R.E. 15 13 13 10 10
D.M.R.S. 31 30 23 17 16
D.M.R.W. 35 28 26 24 26
Waterford 10 10 9 5 6
Wexford 11 6 4 1 1
Kilkenny/Carlow 8 7 7 5 6
Tipperary 9 8 7 7 10
Cork City 24 26 29 28 25
Cork North 7 9 9 5 5
Cork West 7 5 4 3 2
Kerry 10 6 8 10 9
Limerick 20 12 11 12 10
Donegal 12 10 10 8 8
Cavan/Monaghan 8 5 0 0 0
Sligo/Leitrim 7 8 6 8 8
Louth 6 7 6 6 6
Clare 9 7 6 7 5
Mayo 5 5 5 5 5
Galway 12 11 12 8 11
Roscommon/
Longford

7 6 7 6 6

Westmeath 9 7 7 6 4
Meath 7 6 4 4 4
Kildare 7 2 2 6 7
Laois/Offaly 6 3 0 3 0
Wicklow 11 3 4 4 4
Total 359 304 270 253 257
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17/12/2015WRU02250Courts Service Data

17/12/2015WRU02300320. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the running costs of 
the Supreme Court, the High Court, the Court of Appeal, the Special Criminal Court, the Dis-
trict Courts and the Circuit Courts in each year since 2011. [45745/15]

17/12/2015WRU02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, the day to day management of the courts 
is the responsibility of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions and I 
am responsible for ensuring that the Service is adequately funded.  The following table sets out 
actual expenditure for the salaries and expenses for the Courts Service (excluding judicial sala-
ries) in supporting the administration of justice and the courts of all jurisdictions.  The Courts 
Service is not able to provide such details for each separate Court.

Programme 
Expenditure

2011 Actuals 
€’000

2012 Actuals 
€’000

2013 Actuals 
€’000

2014 Actuals 
€’000

2015 Actuals 
€’000

Current Ex-
penditure
Pay      51,358      49,188      49,012       47,139       50,019 
Non Pay      30,729      28,707      27,297       25,287       26,083 
Total      82,087      77,895      76,309       72,426       76,102 
PPP - Uni-
tary Payment 

     19,500      22,437      20,240       22,862       22,163 

Total Current 
Expenditure

   101,587    100,332      96,549       95,288       98,265 

Capital Ex-
penditure
ICT        6,458        5,056        2,506        5,655         4,820 
Capital 
Works - 
Courthouses

       4,679        2,309        5,592        4,456         4,880 

Total Capital 
Expenditure

     11,137        7,365        8,098       10,111         9,700 

Total Gross 
Expenditure

   112,724    107,697     104,647     105,399     107,965 

Appropria-
tions-in-Aid 

     50,085      48,541      46,837       48,797       47,815 

Expendi-
ture Net of 
Income 

     62,639      59,156      57,810       56,602       60,150 

Note: Non-Pay Current Expenditure includes travel and subsistence, courthouse and office 
premises expenses, office equipment, postal and telecommunication, training and development 
and miscellaneous expenses.

17/12/2015WRU02450Garda Stations

17/12/2015WRU02500321. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
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of Garda Síochána stations and the number of gardaí in each in County Donegal on 1 November 
2010 and on 1 November 2015; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45751/15]

17/12/2015WRU02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Garda Commis-
sioner is responsible for the distribution of personnel, including community Gardaí, among 
the Garda Regions, Divisions, and Districts. Garda management keep this distribution under 
continuing review taking into account crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that 
the best possible use is made of these resources.

I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the number of Garda stations and the 
number of Gardaí in the Donegal Garda Division on the 31 October 2010 and on 31 October 
2015, was as set out in the following table.

This Government is committed to ensuring that An Garda Síochána has the capacity to 
provide effective, visible policing throughout the country.  A crucial element of the Govern-
ment’s strategy is ongoing seamless recruitment to renew An Garda Síochána.  With this in 
mind Budget 2016 made provision for the recruitment of 600 new Gardaí next year bringing to 
1,150 the number of new Gardaí that will be recruited since the reopening of the Garda College 
in Templemore in September 2014. So far 295 of those new recruits are fully attested and are 
on the ground in communities nationwide.  I am assured by Garda management that the needs 
of all Garda Divisions are fully considered when determining the allocation of newly attested 
Gardaí and I have been informed that 10 Probationer Garda have been assigned to the Donegal 
Division.

I was very pleased to announce the commencement of the recruitment campaign for 2016 
on Friday, 27 November.  It is being organised by the Public Appointments Service on behalf of 
the Garda Commissioner.  Applications must be made through www.publicjobs.ie.  The closing 
date for applications is Tuesday 5 January 2016.  Successful candidates can expect to enter the 
Garda College from June 2016 onwards. 

Donegal Division 31 October 2010

Division District Station Total
DONEGAL BALLYSHANNON  BALLINTRA            2

BALLYSHANNON         48
BUNDORAN             9
DONEGAL TOWN         34
DUNKINEELY           0
MOUNTCHARLES         1
NA CEALLA BEA-
GA      

6

PETTIGO              1
Total           101
BUNCRANA BUNCRANA             59

BURNFOOT             6
CARNDONAGH           3
CLONMANY             2
CULDAFF              0
MALIN                4
MOVILLE              6
MUFF                 4
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Division District Station Total
Total           84
GLENTIES     ANNAGRY              1

ARDARA               3
BUNBEAG              11
BURTONPORT           1
CARRICK              2
CLOUGHER             1
DOOCHARY             0
DUNGLOE              9
GLEANN CHOLM-
CILLE    

0

GLENTIES             29
Total     57
LETTERKENNY   BALLYBOFEY           24

BROCACH              1
CARRIGANS            5
CASTLEFIN            4
CONVOY               4
LETTERKENNY          118
LIFFORD              17
NEWTOWNCUN-
NINGHAM    

4

RAPHOE               2
Total        179
MILFORD     CARRIGART            3

CHURCHILL            1
CRAOSLOCH            1
DUNFANAGHY           3
FALCARRAGH           8
KERRYKEEL            4
KILMACRENNAN         2
MILFORD              27
RAMELTON             4
RATHMULLEN           1

Total           54
Total  45 Stations 475
Donegal Division 31 October 2015

Division District Station Total 
DONEGAL BALLYSHANNON AN CHARRAIG          1

ARD AN RÁTHA         2
BALLINTRA            1
BALLYSHANNON         39
BUNDORAN             7
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Division District Station Total 
DONEGAL TOWN         28
MOUNTCHARLES         1
NA CEALLA BEAGA      6
NA GLEANNTA          12

Total 98
BUNCRANA  BUNCRANA             47

BURNFOOT             4
CARNDONAGH           8
CLONMANY             1
MOVILLE              5
MUFF                 3

Total 68
LETTERKENNY     BALLYBOFEY           25

CARRIGANS            4
CASTLEFIN            4
CONVOY               3
LETTERKENNY          104
LIFFORD              14
NEWTOWNCUNNINGHAM    2
RAPHOE               3

 Total 159
MILFORD        AN BUN BEAG          15

AN CLOCHÁN LIATH     7
AN CRAOSLACH         1
AN FÁL CARRACH       8
CARRAIG AIRT         2
DÚN FIONNACHAID      2
KERRYKEEL            2
KILMACRENNAN         1
MILFORD              28
RAMELTON             2
RATHMULLEN           1

 Total  35 Stations 394

17/12/2015WRU02650Freedom of Information Fees

17/12/2015WRU02700322. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount her 
Department has received in fees from freedom of information requests in 2014 and in 2015 to 
date; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45763/15]

17/12/2015WRU02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can inform the Deputy 
that in 2014 my Department received €3,552.15 in fees from FOI requests.  This figures encom-
passes fees for non-personal requests, search and retrieval fees and appeal fees.  To date in 2015 
my Department has received €270 in appeal fees.

I wish to point out that the reduction in fees is as a result of the revised fee structure pro-
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vided for in the Freedom of Information Act 2014, which became effective on 14 October 2014.  
There is no fee now required to make a non-personal FOI request and the fee for appeal has 
been reduced.  The search and retrieval fees have also been reduced.

17/12/20117/12/2015WRV00150EU Programmes

17/12/2015WRV00200323. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the expenditure 
allocated to support Ireland’s commitment to accept up to 4,000 persons under the European 
Union resettlement and relocation programmes; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[45769/15]

17/12/2015WRV00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will be 
aware that the Government took a decision to establish the Irish Refugee Protection Programme 
(IRPP) on 10 September 2015 as a direct response to the EU migrant crisis.  Ireland has agreed 
to accept approximately 4,000 persons in total under resettlement and relocation programmes.  
The figure of 4,000 includes approximately 2,600 persons to be taken in from migration hot-
spots in Italy and Greece under the new EU programme and 520 programme refugees from 
camps in Lebanon and Jordan, which the Irish Government has committed to taking in by the 
end of 2016 under Ireland’s Refugee Resettlement programme.  The  balance of the 4,000 will 
be taken in on a gradual basis up to the end of 2017.

Among the measures agreed under the programme was the establishment of a Network of 
Emergency Reception and Orientation Centres (EROCs)  which will be used to provide emer-
gency accommodation and meet the basic needs of the 4,000 people who are expected to arrive 
over the next two years.  Also among the measures announced was the establishment of a cross-
Departmental Taskforce, chaired by my Department, to coordinate and implement the logistical 
and operational aspects associated with the IRPP.  This will include the delivery of emergency 
accommodation and orientation services in the first instance and facilitating the longer term 
integration needs of those with refugee status through the provision of a sustainable housing 
strategy, health services, education, social welfare, and  social inclusion activities.

In terms of expenditure a number of financial measures have been put in place.  As part of 
the original decision establishing the IRPP the Government announced a package of €6 mil-
lion in the short term to help establish the necessary structures required to implement the pro-
gramme.  I have also secured €25 million under the 2016 estimates process to meet the costs as-
sociated with delivering the Programme, including the establishment of Emergency Reception 
and Orientation Centres, the provision of orientation and integration services and the provision 
of additional staff to work in the key bottleneck areas to target backlogs and speed up process-
ing.  The budget of the Office for the Promotion of Migrant Integration will also be increased 
next year by 89% to a total of €4.445 million to allow for additional staffing and integration 
measures required to support the increased intake of programme refugees in 2016.

Finally, the Government has also acknowledged that there may be further costs associated 
with the delivery of mainstream services through Departments and State agencies such as the 
Department of Education and Skills, the Department of Social Protection, the Department of 
Children and Youth Affairs, HSE, Tusla, etc.  Any such costs will feed into an overall assess-
ment which will form the basis of further discussions with the Department of Public Expendi-
ture and Reform.

17/12/2015WRV00350Legal Services Regulation
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17/12/2015WRV00400324. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views on the 
monopoly that the King’s Inns has on the training and accreditation of barristers and her plans 
to open this up to competition. [45774/15]

17/12/2015WRV00500334. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reasons for 
not providing for direct access for clients to barristers in the Legal Services Regulation Bill; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45889/15]

17/12/2015WRV00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 324 and 334 together.

The Legal Services Regulation Bill, which has this week fully completed its passage through 
the Houses of the Oireachtas, provides at Section 13(2)(a) that it shall be a function of the new 
Legal Services Regulatory Authority to keep under review, and to make recommendations to 
the Minister for Justice and Equality, in respect of the availability and quality of education and 
training for the solicitors’ and barristers’ professions.  This will include the curricular arrange-
ments for the provision of clinical legal education and the methods by which, and the persons 
by whom, such education and training is provided.  I have also ensured that the Bill includes, at 
Section 34(1), for a public consultation specifically in relation to this matter.  The Authority’s 
report to the Minister of that consultation must be provided within two years of the Authority’s 
establishment.  It will contain a review of the existing arrangements and will make such recom-
mendations as it considers appropriate in relation to any necessary reforms.  The outcome of 
these deliberations, as expressly enabled under the Bill, will inform policy in relation to legal 
professional education and in relation to how it may impact on access to the legal professions.

In relation to the Bill’s provisions on access to barristers, the Bill does in fact provide for 
direct access by clients to barristers in relation to non-contentious business under Section 101.  
This is an important first step in ensuring that consumers who wish to directly access legal 
opinion do not necessarily have to do so through a solicitor intermediary.  At the same time, 
the Bill provides that direct access to barristers may in the future also be provided in relation 
to contentious matters, that is to say contested or disputed matters such as those coming before 
a court or tribunal.  This will be subject to the public consultation process set out in Section 
120(1) of the Bill alongside the related consultation on the question of barristers holding clients’ 
monies.  The results of these consultations, scheduled within 12 months of the establishment 
of the Authority, will inform the necessary next steps to be taken.  In this way the Bill provides 
a framework within which a degree of direct access to barristers can immediately be enjoyed 
by prospective clients for non-contentious business.  At the same time, the Bill also seeks to 
ensure, for the future, that any necessary protections of the interests and monies of clients which 
may arise in the conduct of contentious business by a barrister on the basis of direct access by 
a client can be put in place.

17/12/2015WRV00650Judicial Appointments

17/12/2015WRV00700325. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views on the 
recommendations of the Denham report on judicial appointments and her plans to end the po-
litical appointment of judges.  [45776/15]

17/12/2015WRV00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can inform the Deputy 
that my Department is currently conducting a wide-ranging review of all matters concerned 
with the system of judicial appointments.  Careful and comprehensive research and consulta-
tion are required to develop and reform this very important area of the administration of justice.  
This is particularly so, given the complexity and extent of existing legislative provisions and 
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the very wide range of issues that are for consideration across many aspects of the appointments 
process including the appropriate qualifications and eligibility criteria.

A consultations process relating to the system of judicial appointments was conducted in 
early 2014 with the intention of instituting reforms to enhance the current system.  It was con-
sidered that, while the Judicial Appointments Advisory Board process was a model of best prac-
tice in its day, almost 20 years from its establishment it was worthwhile to review the operation 
of the entire judicial appointments system to ensure it reflects current best practice.

There was a significant response to the call for submissions which included a submission by 
the Judicial Appointments Review Committee which is chaired by the Chief Justice.

Arising from the consultations process, draft legislative provisions to reform and update ju-
dicial appointment procedures are being prepared by my Department and I anticipate that these 
will be brought forward early in 2016.

Garda Deployment

17/12/2015WRV00900326. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
gardaí per each Garda Síochána district in each of the past five years, including the number of 
community gardaí in each case.  [45777/15]

17/12/2015WRV01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Garda Commis-
sioner is responsible for the distribution of personnel, including community Gardaí, among 
the Garda Regions, Divisions, and Districts.  Garda management keep this distribution under 
continuing review taking into account crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that 
the best possible use is made of these resources.

The information sought is being compiled in the format requested and will be sent to the 
Deputy directly.

17/12/2015WRV01050Ministerial Staff

17/12/2015WRV01100327. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
political staff working in her Department, including the role and salary of each staff member.  
[45790/15]

17/12/2015WRV01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The information re-
quested by the Deputy is set out hereunder.   

Special Advisor to Minister, 2, salary scale  €75,647 - €92,550 

Personal Assistants of Minister and Minister of State, 2, salary scale €43,715 - €56,060

Personal Secretaries of Minister and Minister of State, 3*, salary scale €23,820 - €47,775

(* Cover in respect of sick leave absence.)

17/12/2015WRV01250Legislative Process RIA

17/12/2015WRV01300328. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
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Bills her Department has published since 9 March 2011; the number and Title of those Bills 
that included a regulatory impact assessment in advance of publication; the regulatory impact 
assessments published; the number of promised Bills for publication; the Bills that will include 
a regulatory impact assessment; the regulatory impact assessments that will be published before 
publication of the relevant Bill; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45812/15]

17/12/2015WRV01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to advise the 
Deputy that my Department is unable to provide the requested information in the time allowed.  
As soon as these details become available, they will be forwarded to the Deputy directly.

Garda Misconduct Allegations

17/12/2015WRV01500329. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she has re-
ceived correspondence (details supplied) in relation to the independent review panel, her views 
on same; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45853/15]

17/12/2015WRV01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The particular case to 
which the Deputy refers is amongst those considered under the mechanism established for the 
independent review of certain allegations of Garda misconduct, or inadequacies in the investi-
gation of certain allegations, which have been made to me as Minister for Justice and Equality, 
or the Taoiseach with a view to determining to what extent and in what manner further action 
may be required in each case.  A panel consisting of two senior and five junior counsel was 
established for that purpose. 

The Panel has provided recommendations to me in all 320 cases submitted to them and has 
therefore largely concluded its work.  The issuing of notification letters to complainants com-
menced on 29 June.  To date, 306 complainants have been notified of the outcome of the review 
of their cases.  Letters will continue to issue to all complainants, until the process is completed 
which I expect will be very shortly as we are nearing the end of the process.

I have repeatedly emphasised that the Independent Review Mechanism was not established 
to act as a Commission of Inquiry or Investigation.  Nor was it designed to make findings. Its 
purpose was to triage the allegations to see whether further action was needed and what that 
action would be.  I know that some Deputies have argued that the review should have involved 
interviews with the complainants and other relevant persons, but with respect I think that is to 
misunderstand this process.  To have required counsel to hold hearings where they would inter-
view everyone concerned would in effect have been to hold full-scale investigations into over 
300 cases, without having made any attempt to see if this was necessary or practical. 

I wish also to stress the independence of this process.  The cases have all been considered 
by independent barristers, members of the Panel constituted to conduct this review.  Follow-
ing their reviews of the papers in each complaint, counsel made recommendation to me, as to 
whether or not further action should be carried out by me, and if so the nature of that action.  I 
also decided to appoint a retired judge, Mr Justice Roderick Murphy, to advise on the prepara-
tion of letters notifying individuals as to the outcome of the review in their particular cases.  I 
was concerned that these letters should not only set out the recommendation of counsel, but also 
outline as far as possible the reasons for the recommendation, subject to any legal constraints 
there may be.   I made this appointment in order to provide complete reassurance on the probity 
and independence of this entire process, from start to finish. 

I have previously assured Deputies that where further investigation has been recommended 
by the review then that will occur.  However, I have also pointed out that in a large propor-
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tion of cases, counsel would be likely to recommend that no further action could reasonably 
be taken.  This has proven to be the case.  One of the main reasons for this has been because a 
case has already been through due process even though the complainant remains unhappy with 
the outcome.  The crucial point, however, is that every case has been reviewed by independent 
counsel, who have made an objective recommendation.

As I have stated before, I will make a comprehensive statement on all matters relating to 
the process once it is completed, including an overview of the outcomes of cases.  I have also 
asked counsel to produce a general overview report on the issues and trends which featured in 
this process.

Garda Strength

17/12/2015WRV01700330. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total number 
of Garda Síochána employed; how this compares with previous levels; what she considers the 
ideal required number; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45884/15]

17/12/2015WRV01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am informed by the 
Garda Commissioner that as of the 31 October 2015, the latest date for which figures are readily 
available there were 12,866 members of An Garda Síochána.  There were also some 988 Garda 
Reserve members and over 2,000 civilians on the same date. As the Deputy will note the current 
number of members is similar to the number in 2006 as set out in the following table.

The optimal number of members of An Garda Síochána is a factor of a number of differ-
ent considerations, including population size and composition, geography, crime trends, the 
level of civilianisation, etc.  Having said that, the Government is committed to on-going seam-
less recruitment into the future and as the Deputy will be aware, provision has been made in 
Budget 2016 for the recruitment of 600 new Gardaí next year bringing to 1,150 the number of 
new Gardaí that will be recruited since the reopening of the Garda College in Templemore in 
September 2014. So far 295 of those new recruits are fully attested and are on the ground in 
communities nationwide. It is expected that a further 395 will attest by the end of 2016 which, 
taking account of projected retirements, will bring Garda numbers to around the 13,000 mark.  
I expect recruitment to continue at or around the current levels for the next number of years 
having regard to factors such as the level of retirements in any one year.  I have also discussed 
with the Garda commissioner the desirability of a fresh recruitment drive for reserve members 
in the New Year.

Strength of the Force since 2006

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015*
12,954 13,755 14,412 14,549 14,377 13,894 13,424 13,093 12,799 12,866
(*October 2015 Garda numbers)

Garda Deployment

17/12/2015WRV01900331. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views on 
the report of the Garda Síochána Inspectorate that a significant number of administrative staff 
in Garda Síochána headquarters could be freed up for front-line duties; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [45885/15]

17/12/2015WRV02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Report of the Garda 
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Síochána Inspectorate  “Changing Policing in Ireland - Delivering a Visible, Accessible and 
Responsive Service”, which I published on 9 December, examines the operation and adminis-
tration of An Garda Síochána and is one part of a review of An Garda Síochána required to be 
undertaken under the Haddington Road Agreement.  The other part, which relates to the pay and 
conditions of members and appropriate industrial relations mechanisms, is ongoing under the 
stewardship of Mr Ray McGee, formerly of the Labour Relations Commission.

The report makes some 80 recommendations in relation to the structures of An Garda Sío-
chána, its deployment practices, culture, human resources practices and financial management.  
Some of the recommendations are far-reaching and, if implemented, would involve a funda-
mental restructuring of An Garda Síochána across the country.  It is, therefore, important that 
the full implications of the recommendations, and the analysis underpinning them, are consid-
ered in detail before any decisions are taken.  With these considerations in mind, I have put in 
place a process to seek the views of the Garda Commissioner and other bodies to whom recom-
mendations are directed and have requested them to respond within a reasonably short period 
of time, having regard to the size and scope of the report. 

In relation to the particular matter raised by the Deputy, the report does suggest that there are 
a significant number of technical or administrative posts occupied by Gardaí that do not appear 
to require sworn powers, and that may provide good opportunities to increase the use of skilled 
civilians and release members for front-line roles.  As recognised by the Inspectorate, however, 
achieving the optimum composition of the Garda workforce as between highly trained Gardaí 
and professional, skilled civilian staff and redeploying Garda members to front-line duties is a 
medium term project requiring very detailed analysis of the specific roles in An Garda Síochána 
in order to determine if they require Garda powers and if not, the mix of skills required by a ci-
vilian to fill the post instead.  It is not the case that members can simply be redeployed overnight 
– it must be done in planned way with suitably qualified civilians recruited to replace them.  
In addition, there may be medical reasons arising from injuries received while serving on the 
front-line or other health reasons that might prevent a member being deployed to the front-line.

In saying that, I am keen that this work should progress as quickly as possible and my De-
partment will continue to work with the Garda Commissioner and the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform in order to make progress in this area.  As an example of what can 
be achieved, I would draw the Deputy’s attention to the process which is currently ongoing to 
civilianise border control functions at Dublin airport and the transfer of these responsibilities 
from An Garda Síochána to the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service of my Department.

Garda Deployment

17/12/2015WRV02100332. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the Garda Sío-
chána Reserve can play a greater role in the provision of non-front-line support and administra-
tive work for An Garda Síochána; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45886/15]

17/12/2015WRV02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will ap-
preciate the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of personnel, including the 
Garda Reserve, among the Garda Regions, Divisions, and Districts.  Garda management keep 
this distribution under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so 
as to ensure that the best possible use is made of resources.  I am informed by the Garda Com-
missioner that there are currently 978 Reserve members.

The Garda Reserve was established in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005 to 
enhance the links between An Garda Síochána and local communities and consists of volun-
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tary unpaid members, drawn from the community, to support the work of An Garda Síochána.  
Reserve members make a real and tangible contribution to the policing of communities right 
across the country and I am fully supportive of the continued development of the Reserve.  In 
particular, I welcome the recent conferring by the Commissioner of additional powers on re-
serve members under the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 1994 and also her decision that 
reserve members should carry out additional duties including the serving of summonses, and 
the issuing of Fixed Charged Penalty Notices where offences are detected.

The Report of the Garda Síochána Inspectorate “Changing Policing in Ireland - Deliver-
ing a visible, accessible and responsive service”  which I published on 9 December makes a 
range of recommendations in relation to the effective use of human resources including reserve 
members, and recommends that An  Garda Síochána develops a strategic plan for maximising 
the operational effectiveness and contribution of reserves.  I have put in place a process to seek 
the views of the Garda Commissioner and other bodies to whom recommendations are directed 
and have requested them to respond within a reasonably short period of time, having regard 
to the size and scope of the report.  Further work on optimising the use of the Reserve will be 
progressed in this context. 

It is important, however, to recall that reserve members have undergone training in many of 
the skills required to be an effective full-time member of An Garda Síochána and are intended 
to serve on the front-line. Indeed I was very pleased that the recruitment campaign for 2016 
for full-time members of the Service, which I announced recently, includes a special stream for 
eligible reserve members in order to ensure that due recognition is given to satisfactory service 
by such a member.  The Public Appointments Service (PAS) is organising the recruitment com-
petition on behalf of the Garda Commissioner and applications may be made through the PAS 
website at www.publicjobs.ie.  The closing date for applications is Tuesday 5 January 2016.  I 
would encourage all reserves who satisfy the eligibility criteria to apply.

Closed Circuit Television Systems

17/12/2015WRV02300333. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if new legislation 
will be required to allow An Garda Síochána to place closed-circuit television cameras at strate-
gic locations in rural areas, such as sole bridging points connecting large geographical areas or 
strategic crossroads; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45887/15]

17/12/2015WRV02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Section 38 of the Garda 
Síochána Act 2005 governs the installation and operation of CCTV schemes in public areas. It 
provides that Garda Commissioner may authorise the installation and operation of CCTV for 
the sole or primary purpose of securing public order and safety in public places by facilitating 
the deterrence, prevention, detection and prosecution of offences.  “Public place” is defined as 
a place to which the public have or are permitted access, whether as of right or by express or 
implied permission.  I am not aware of any requirement for amending legislation to facilitate 
the activities to which the Deputy refers.

Question No. 334 answered with Question No. 324.

17/12/2015WRV02550Information and Communications Technology

17/12/2015WRV02600335. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the sys-
tem of e-conveyancing will be rolled out; if it will be available to all bank customers; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [45972/15]
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17/12/2015WRV02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The introduction of 
eConveyancing, or electronic conveyancing, would represent a change in conveyancing prac-
tice to a paperless, electronic, end to end, conveyancing process.  Construction 2020, the Gov-
ernment’s Strategy for a Renewed Construction Sector contains a specific Action in relation 
to eConveyancing.  The Action provides that my Department in cooperation with the Property 
Registration Authority and other relevant Departments and stakeholders will conduct a review 
and report to Government on the steps necessary to deliver a system of eConveyancing in Ire-
land, including the resource implications and the timescales for delivery.

Preliminary research and discussions have taken place with key stakeholders to inform the 
review process.  Pending the completion of the review, it is not possible to state with certainty 
a definitive timescale for the rollout of an econveyancing system.

17/12/2015WRW00150Prisoner Data

17/12/2015WRW00200336. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set out the 
number of persons imprisoned for the non-payment of fines in 2014 and in 2015 to date; the 
reason for the delay in implementing the provisions of the Fines (Payment and Recovery) Act 
2014; the impact this will have on the release of Garda Síochána manpower; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [46000/15]

17/12/2015WRW00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Prison Service that the number of persons who were imprisoned for non-payment of fines in 
2014 was 8,154.  The information for 2015 is not currently available.

I can further advise the Deputy that the number of such persons held in custody at any one 
time is a tiny fraction of the overall prisoner population.  To illustrate this point, on 16 Decem-
ber 2015, 3 people or 0.08 percent out of a prison population of 3,731, in custody fell into this 
category.

In terms of the Fines (Payments and Recovery) Act 2014 I can inform the Deputy that the 
Act was signed into law by the President on 16 April 2014. This legislation represents a very 
significant change in the way justice is administered by the courts. As well as introducing an 
option for persons to pay fines by instalment, there are also changes in the way those who fail 
to pay fines are dealt with, as the Act provides a range of options available to judges including 
recovery orders, attachment of earnings, community service and ultimately imprisonment. It is 
envisaged that the system will become operational in January 2016.

17/12/2015WRW00350Stardust Fire

17/12/2015WRW00400337. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to outline her 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the handling of the Stardust fire tragedy. 
[46040/15]

17/12/2015WRW00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am aware of the cor-
respondence referred to by the Deputy.  Following my meeting with the Stardust Victims Com-
mittee last year I appointed an official in my Department to liaise with them in relation to mat-
ters about which they have expressed concern.

A researcher associated with the Stardust Victims’ Committee submitted material relating 
to these events to my Department and a meeting was held with them and another researcher as-
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sociated with the Committee, on 23 April this year. The official in my Department who liaises 
with the Committee undertook to examine this material and, following such an examination, 
a draft preliminary analysis was prepared in my Department and this draft was issued to the 
Committee in July of this year. The Committee were invited to examine this draft analysis and 
provide any commentary they wished to make on it. The Committee’s response to this draft 
analysis was provided by way of a presentation made by researchers associated with the Com-
mittee; this presentation was made on 30 September 2015. The views and materials presented 
at that meeting have now been examined in my Department and on 30 November further docu-
mentation was issued by my Department to the Committee in this connection.

The Committee has been in contact with my Department in recent days and have indicated 
that there is further material that they wish to be considered by my Department; they have in-
formed my Department that such material will be submitted early in the new year.

17/12/2015WRW00550Garda Stations

17/12/2015WRW00600338. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to outline the 
status of the proposal to provide a new Garda Síochána district headquarters in Bailieboro in 
County Cavan, including what stage the proposal is at, if a site has been identified and when it 
will proceed to tender and construction stage. [46057/15]

17/12/2015WRW00700364. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to outline the 
status of the proposal to provide a new Garda Síochána district headquarters in Bailieboro in 
County Cavan, including the stage it is at, if a site has been identified and when the project is 
likely to proceed to tender and construction stage; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [46230/15]

17/12/2015WRW00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 338 and 364 together.

The Garda Station Building and Refurbishment Programme 2016-2021, which I announced 
recently with my colleague the Minister of State at the Office of Public Works (OPW), is based 
on agreed priorities which are established by An Garda Síochána.  Over thirty locations around 
the country will benefit from the programme which includes major refurbishment of stations/
facilities including facilities for meeting victims of crime; essential remedial works to existing 
stations; development of large scale property and exhibit management stores and the upgrade of 
cells and provision of improved custody management facilities.  The programme will be deliv-
ered by the Garda authorities in co-operation with the OPW which has responsibility for capital 
expenditure in this area.  In this context, the development of a new Garda station at Bailieboro 
is included in the programme and will be developed following the acquisition of a suitable site.

17/12/2015WRW00850Garda Reserve

17/12/2015WRW00900339. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set out the cur-
rent strength of An Garda Síochána Reserve and the full-year cost of increasing it to 2,500.  
[46058/15]

17/12/2015WRW01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the recruitment and training of the Garda Reserve is a matter for the Garda Commis-
sioner, and I as Minister have no direct role in the matter.
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I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that the annual allowance payable to Reserve 
Gardaí as a contribution towards their expenses is set at €1,000 per annum.  In addition, the 
uniform cost per Reserve Garda is in the region of €1,300.  As such the cost of increasing the 
strength of the Garda Reserve to 2,500 from the current figure of 978 attested Reserve Gardaí 
(plus a further 21 at various stages of training) would amount approximately €3.5 million.

17/12/2015WRW01050Garda Inspectorate Reports

17/12/2015WRW01100340. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to outline the number 
of reports published by An Garda Síochána Inspectorate and the cost of these in each year since 
2011. [46059/15]

17/12/2015WRW01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Garda Inspectorate 
has published five reports since 2011.  The name of each report and associated costs of publica-
tion are set out in the following table.

Name of Report. Date Published Report Costs
Responding to Child Sexual Abuse 01 Feb 2012 €1,289
Front-line Supervision 11 March 2013 €2,201
Fixed Charge Penalty System, A 21st 
Century Strategy.

12 Mar 2014 €2,160

Crime Investigation 11 Nov 2014 €36,711
Changing Policing in Ireland 09 Dec 2015 €27,157

For the Deputy’s information I would add that the budget for the Garda Inspectorate for 
2016 is €1,255,000, of which the pay element is €862,000 and non-pay element  is €393,000.

17/12/2015WRW01250Asylum Applications

17/12/2015WRW01300341. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will re-
view an entitlement to residency for a person (details supplied) in County Cork given the health 
and other circumstances of the person and with a view to re-examining the extent to which the 
person was tortured in the person’s homeland; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[46060/15]

17/12/2015WRW01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): If the person whose 
details were supplied has made an application for asylum or subsidiary protection in the State, 
the Deputy will be aware that it is not the practice to comment on such applications until they 
have fully completed the protection process. This is in accordance with Section 19(1) of the 
Refugee Act, 1996 (as amended) which provides for the protection of the identity of protection 
applicants. Protection legislation also provides for the right of appeal at both the asylum and 
subsidiary protection stages of the process.

17/12/2015WRW01450Residency Permits

17/12/2015WRW01500342. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set out the 
residency status of a person (details supplied) in County Cork who has been in this jurisdiction 
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for four years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46061/15]

17/12/2015WRW01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): If the person whose 
details were supplied has made an application for asylum or subsidiary protection in the State, 
the Deputy will be aware that it is not the practice to comment on such applications until they 
have fully completed the protection process. This is in accordance with Section 19(1) of the 
Refugee Act, 1996 (as amended) which provides for the protection of the identity of protection 
applicants.

With regard to residency status, the Deputy is reminded that protection applicants are is-
sued with a temporary residence permission pending a final decision on their application. In 
the event that an applicant is finally determined not to be in need of protection, consideration is 
then given to whether the person should be granted leave to remain in the State on humanitarian 
grounds.

17/12/2015WRW01650Residency Permits

17/12/2015WRW01700343. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set out the 
residency status of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 3, including the extent to which the 
person is eligible for long-term residency and naturalisation; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [46062/15]

17/12/2015WRW01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person concerned ap-
plied for a right of residency in the State, accompanied by the right to work, based on his parent-
age of an Irish citizen child. I understand the person concerned was advised by correspondence 
which issued on 17 September, 2015 that the passport submitted in support of the application 
was forwarded to an outside agency for examination and verification. I am advised that INIS 
will be in contact with the person concerned as soon as the report is available.

The Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, sets out the conditions for 
naturalisation.  It is open to any individual to lodge an application for citizenship if and when 
they are in a position to meet the statutory requirements. Detailed information on Irish citizen-
ship and naturalisation is available on the INIS website at www.inis.gov.ie. The website also 
contains an on-line naturalisation residency calculator which individuals may find of assistance 
in establishing if they meet the residency requirements.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/12/2015WRW01850Residency Permits

17/12/2015WRW01900344. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to outline the 
residency status of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [46063/15]

17/12/2015WRW02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): If the person whose 
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details were supplied has made an application for asylum or subsidiary protection in the State, 
the Deputy will be aware that it is not the practice to comment on such applications until they 
have fully completed the protection process. This is in accordance with Section 19(1) of the 
Refugee Act, 1996 (as amended) which provides for the protection of the identity of protection 
applicants.

With regard to residency status, the Deputy is reminded that protection applicants are is-
sued with a temporary residence permission pending a final decision on their application. In 
the event that an applicant is finally determined not to be in need of protection, consideration is 
then given to whether the person should be granted leave to remain in the State on humanitarian 
grounds.

17/12/2015WRW02050Naturalisation Applications

17/12/2015WRW02100345. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to outline the 
procedure to be followed by a person (details supplied) in County Galway in regularising resi-
dency status; and if she will make a statement on the matter [46064/15]

17/12/2015WRW02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, in response to a notifica-
tion pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), written 
representations have been submitted on behalf of the person concerned.

These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will be 
fully considered, under Section 3(6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 
of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement, in advance of a final 
decision being made.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/12/2015WRW02275Visa Applications

17/12/2015WRW02300346. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
facilitate the return to this jurisdiction of persons (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46065/15]

17/12/2015WRW02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the persons in question 
did have very short periods of permission to remain in the State some years ago. As they failed 
to renew their permission, they remained in the State without permission and it is for this reason 
that they were subsequently refused entry to the State.

As the persons in question are over 18 years of age, they are as such deemed to be adults 
in their own right. It is open to them to present to an immigration officer at the port of entry to 
enter the State as either students or as the holders of Employment Permits.

I wish to draw the Deputy’s attention to the Family Reunification Policy Document which 
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was published in December 2013.  This document clearly sets out who may apply for permis-
sion under this policy and the criteria which applies to them.  The outcome of an immigration 
decision in the area of family reunification depends on a number of factors: one of these being 
the security of the residence of the person with whom they seek to be reunited.  Immediate 
family members of non-EEA sponsors will, if granted immigration permission, continue to be 
subject to the employment permit requirements and they will be entitled to apply for immigra-
tion status in their own right under the various channels available, i.e. student, work permit etc. 
However, it is important to bear in mind that any person is potentially free to make an applica-
tion to me for permission to reside in Ireland in their own right and also to adduce inter alia in 
their application any familial relationships with a resident in the State.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/12/2015WRW02450Visa Applications

17/12/2015WRW02500347. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to outline the 
position on the review of status for a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [46066/15]

17/12/2015WRW02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the persons concerned 
have been granted Leave to Remain in the State for the period to 14th December, 2016. This de-
cision was conveyed in writing to the persons concerned by letters dated 14th December, 2015.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/12/2015WRW02650Naturalisation Applications

17/12/2015WRW02700348. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a person 
(details supplied) in County Kildare can reapply for naturalisation given that the person is anx-
ious to bring matters to a satisfactory conclusion and notwithstanding the previous decision in 
this case; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46068/15]

17/12/2015WRW02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Section 15 of the Act 
provides that the Minister may, in her absolute discretion, grant an application for a certificate 
of naturalisation if satisfied certain statutory conditions are fulfilled.  In particular, these condi-
tions require that an applicant is of good character.  The granting of Irish citizenship through 
naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not 
only within the State but also at European Union level and I know the Deputy will appreciate 
that it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the pro-
cess.
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As I recently advised the Deputy, it is open to any individual to lodge an application for a 
certificate of naturalisation if and when they are in a position to meet the statutory requirements 
as prescribed in the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956 as amended.  The fact that a 
person may have had an application refused does not preclude or disqualify them from submit-
ting a fresh application in the future.  Indeed, the letter advising the person concerned of the 
Minister’s decision also informed him that he may reapply for the grant of a certificate of natu-
ralisation at any time.  The letter advised that, when considering making such a re-application, 
he should give due regard to the reasons for the refusal which were contained in the submission 
attached to the refusal letter and that any further application will be considered taking into ac-
count all statutory and administrative conditions applicable at the time of application.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/12/2015WRX00150Naturalisation Applications

17/12/2015WRX00200349. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set down 
the status of eligibility for naturalisation of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 11 who is anx-
ious to obtain renewal of stamp 4 in the interim; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[46070/15]

17/12/2015WRX00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Officials in the Citi-
zenship Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service inform me that there is 
no record of an application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to in the 
Deputy’s question.  All non-EEA nationals are required to keep their permission to remain in 
the State up to date at all times and failure to do so may adversely affect an application for a 
certificate of naturalisation.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and I know the Deputy will appreciate that it is important that 
appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the process.

Persons making an application for a certificate of naturalisation are required to provide 
satisfactory evidence of their identity and nationality. This is usually in the form of a currently 
valid passport and may include other original supporting document, such as a birth certificate 
and marriage certificate.  In rare circumstances where an applicant cannot produce their pass-
port, birth certificate or other supporting documents the applicant will be required to provide 
a full explanation.  Such explanation should be supported by satisfactory evidence that they 
have attempted to obtain such documentation and correspondence from the relevant authorities 
responsible for the issuing of passports and birth certificates in their country, clearly stating 
the reasons the documentation cannot be provided.  The Citizenship Division will consider the 
reasons given and, if satisfied it is for reasons genuinely beyond the applicant’s control, may 
suggest alternative means to the person to assist in establishing their identity.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
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out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/12/2015WRX00375Closed Circuit Television Systems

17/12/2015WRX00400350. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set out the cost 
of installing vehicle recognition closed-circuit television cameras at all motorway and national 
road junctions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46115/15]

17/12/2015WRX00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have asked the Garda 
authorities for the information requested by the Deputy and will revert to him in writing as soon 
as I have this information to hand.

17/12/2015WRX00550Garda Transport Data

17/12/2015WRX00600351. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set down the 
number of cars in the Garda Síochána fleet; the cost of a new Garda Síochána car; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [46116/15]

17/12/2015WRX00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate decisions in relation to the provision and allocation of Garda vehicles are a matter for 
the Garda Commissioner in the light of her identified operational demands and the availability 
of resources.

I am advised that as of 16 December 2015, there are a total of 2,611 vehicles in the Garda 
fleet, of which 1,946 are cars.  As the Deputy will appreciate, the cost of a new Garda car varies 
depending on the model and fit out requirements.

The Government is committed to ensuring that An Garda Síochána has the resources to de-
liver highly mobile and responsive Garda patrols in both rural and urban communities.  Since 
2012, almost €34 million has been invested in renewing the Garda fleet to support front line 
Garda responses. Over 640 new vehicles are coming on stream since the start of 2015 including 
new specialised vehicles.  This investment will provide the Garda with additional high powered 
vehicles, marked and unmarked patrol cars, cars for surveillance and covert operations, motor 
cycles for high visibility road policing and vehicles for public order policing. This investment 
in a modern, effective and fit-for-purpose Garda fleet will continue under the Government’s 
Capital Plan 2016-2021, which provides an additional €46 million for new Garda vehicles over 
the life time of the plan. The increased budget allocation for 2016 will also facilitate additional 
funding for Garda surveillance, special operations and targeted, intelligence-led policing.  Fol-
lowing delivery and fit out, these vehicles will be allocated on a regional basis as determined by 
the Commissioner of An Garda Síochána consistent with operational requirements.

17/12/2015WRX00750Visa Applications

17/12/2015WRX00800352. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will sup-
port a person (details supplied) given the circumstances outlined; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46128/15]

17/12/2015WRX00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
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Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the individual referred to 
by the Deputy arrived in the State on 1 February 2007 and was resident here as a student up to 
26 October 2015.  Following an application to INIS, I understand that an extension of this per-
mission was granted on 4 November 2015 for four months to facilitate the individual concerned 
in making an application for an Employment Permit.  As the Deputy is aware, the issuing of 
Employment Permits is solely a matter for my colleague the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation.

The Deputy may be interested to know that published guidelines for non-EEA national stu-
dents registered in Ireland before 1 January, 2011 apply in this case.  The person concerned has 
now completed the maximum time permitted for student conditions in the State and as such will 
not be granted any further permission as a student.

I can confirm that no intention to deport letter was issued in this case. The Deputy may wish 
to note that any exceptional or family circumstances would be taken into account if the person 
in question was ever to the be subject of an intention to deport under Section 3 of the 1999 Im-
migration Act.

17/12/2015WRX00950Crime Levels

17/12/2015WRX01000353. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will meet 
representatives of an organisation (details supplied) to address concerns regarding crime levels 
in the north east; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [46141/15]

17/12/2015WRX01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can advise the Deputy 
that I have received the correspondence referred to and will shortly contact the organisation in 
question directly in relation to their request.  As the Deputy will be aware, a range of measures 
are in place to address the concerns raised in the correspondence, including new legislation to 
tackle burglary, as well as the very significant investments in Garda resources which the Gov-
ernment is making with a view to providing visible and determined front-line policing through-
out the country.

17/12/2015WRX01150Crime Data

17/12/2015WRX01200354. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set out the number 
of burglaries in the city and county of Waterford in each of the past five years. [46163/15]

17/12/2015WRX01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Garda Síochána Act 
2005 makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime statistics by the Central Sta-
tistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has established a dedicated 
unit for this purpose.

I have requested the CSO to provide the available statistical information directly to the 
Deputy.

17/12/2015WRX01350Firearms Licences

17/12/2015WRX01400355. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set down the num-
ber of handgun licences legally permitted. [46164/15]
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17/12/2015WRX01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have asked the Garda 
Commissioner for a report in relation to this matter and I will write to the Deputy when I have 
further information.

17/12/2015WRX01550Firearms Licences

17/12/2015WRX01600356. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set down the num-
ber of firearm licences revoked in the past five years, including a breakdown of the different 
types of firearms revoked.  [46165/15]

17/12/2015WRX01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have asked the Garda 
Commissioner for a report in relation to this matter and I will write to the Deputy when I have 
further information.

17/12/2015WRX01750Garda Retirements

17/12/2015WRX01800357. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set out the number 
of members of An Garda Síochána who have retired in each of the past five years. [46166/15]

17/12/2015WRX01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested the in-
formation sought from the Garda Commissioner regarding the total number of Garda Síochána 
members who have retired in each of the past five years and I will write directly to the Deputy 
on receipt of same.

17/12/2015WRX01950Garda Civilian Staff Data

17/12/2015WRX02000358. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set out the number 
of civilian employees in An Garda Síochána in each of the past five years. [46167/15]

17/12/2015WRX02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have been informed 
by the Garda Commissioner that the number of civilian employees in An Garda Síochána on 31 
December 2011 to 2014 and on the 31 October 2015, the latest date for which figures are readily 
available, is as set out in the following table.

- Civilians in An Garda Síochána 2010-2015
Year Total
*2015 2,007
2014 2,054
2013 2,071
2012 2,028
2011 2,074
2010 2,098
*as of 31 October 2015

17/12/2015WRX02150Electronic Tagging

17/12/2015WRX02200359. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to outline the cost of 
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introducing electronic tagging. [46170/15]

17/12/2015WRX02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Electronic monitoring is 
mainly used by the Irish Prison Service to monitor prisoners who have been granted temporary 
release from prison to attend as hospital in-patients. It thus allows for a reduction in staffing 
costs for hospital escorts. Following a competitive tender in 2014, Chubb Ireland Ltd. was 
awarded the contract for the supply of electronic monitoring of prisoners for the Irish Prison 
Service.

The total cost of the provision of electronic tagging in 2014 was €73,961 (inclusive of 
VAT).  The annual cost of the contract depends on the number of prisoners who are monitored 
throughout the course of the year. The cost for 2015 to date is €152,335.78 (inclusive of VAT).  
So far in 2015, there have been 49 prisoners in total who were electronically monitored while 
on temporary release as hospital in-patients.

Subject to legislative amendment included in the General Scheme of the Bail Bill, it is in-
tended to provide for electronic monitoring to be used in selected cases as a condition of bail.  
The introduction of an electronic monitoring system for bail purposes will require a separate 
tendering process and involve the Garda Síochána. The costs will depend on the type of system 
deployed, the numbers monitored and the outcome of the tender process.

Provision for the electronic monitoring of certain sex offenders post release was also in-
cluded in the General Scheme of the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Bill and this would in-
volve the Probation Service.  Again the costs would depend on the type of system deployed, the 
numbers monitored and the outcome of the tender process.

17/12/2015WRX02350Closed Circuit Television Systems

17/12/2015WRX02400360. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set out the cost to 
the authorities under the remit of her Department of closed-circuit television systems in each 
year since 2011. [46172/15]

17/12/2015WRX02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to advise the 
Deputy that my Department is unable to provide the requested information in the time allowed. 
As soon as these details become available, they will be forwarded to the Deputy directly.

17/12/2015WRX02550Garda Equipment

17/12/2015WRX02600361. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set out the bud-
get for information technology in An Garda Síochána in each of the years from 2011 to date. 
[46174/15]

17/12/2015WRX02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have asked the Garda 
authorities for the information requested by the Deputy and will revert to him in writing as soon 
as I have this information to hand.

17/12/2015WRY00100  Question No. 362 answered with Question No. 313.

17/12/2015WRY00300Garda Reports
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17/12/2015WRY00400363. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views on the 
Changing Policing in Ireland report and if she will address the major concerns raised therein. 
[46204/15]

17/12/2015WRY00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Report of the Garda 
Síochána Inspectorate “Changing Policing in Ireland -  Delivering a Visible, Accessible and 
Responsive Service”, which I published on 9 December, examines the operation and adminis-
tration of An Garda Síochána and is one part of a review of An Garda Síochána required to be 
undertaken under the Haddington Road Agreement. The other part, which relates to the pay and 
conditions of members and appropriate industrial relations mechanisms, is ongoing under the 
stewardship of Mr Ray McGee, formerly of the Labour Relations Commission.  I should men-
tion that I have arranged for the report to be sent to Mr McGee in order that he may take it into 
account in completing his part of the review.

The report will make an important contribution to the on-going reform agenda in An Garda 
Síochána.  It identifies scope for broad-ranging reforms in relation to the structures of An Garda 
Síochána, its deployment practices, culture, human resources practices and financial manage-
ment. Clearly, a report of this nature requires a considered response. Some of the recommenda-
tions are far-reaching and, if implemented, would involve a fundamental restructuring of An 
Garda Síochána across the country.  It is, therefore, important that the full implications of the 
recommendations and the analysis underpinning them are considered in detail before any deci-
sions are taken. The Government is determined that whatever action might ultimately be taken 
in response will not interfere with the closeness of the relationship between An Garda Síochána 
and the communities it serves. In fact many of the recommendations are aimed at enhancing 
and developing frontline policing and community supports. With these considerations in mind, 
I have put in place a process to seek the views of the Garda Commissioner and other bodies 
to whom recommendations are directed. I have requested them to respond within a reasonably 
short period of time, having regard to the size and scope of the report. The report will also be 
considered by the Cabinet Committee on Justice Reform in the New Year.

When considering the report it is important to contextualise the recommendations. Many of 
them arise from historical underfunding of, for example, critical ICT infrastructure which the 
Government has sought to rectify by providing an additional €205 million over the next num-
ber of years. It is also important to keep in mind the excellent work that members of An Garda 
Síochána do day in and day out to ensure the safety of our citizens throughout the State. Un-
doubtedly, the report identifies scope for broad-ranging reform but the need for on-going reform 
is a challenge that all organisations face, a fact acknowledged by the Inspectorate in the report 
itself.  In this regard I welcome the Garda Commissioner’s intention to publish a Strategic 
Transformation Programme for An Garda Síochána shortly. I understand that the Programme 
will address many of the themes covered by the Inspectorate report and will also be sufficiently 
flexible to take on board any other agreed reforms.

  Question No. 364 answered with Question No. 338.

17/12/2015WRY00700Garda Retirements

17/12/2015WRY00800365. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of gardaí 
that left the force in each year since 2011. [46236/15]

17/12/2015WRY00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested the 
information sought from the Garda Commissioner regarding the total number of Garda that left 
the Service in each year since 2011 and I will write directly to the Deputy on receipt of same.
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17/12/2015WRY01000Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRY01100366. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of ap-
pointments to State boards under the aegis of her Department and the number of appointments 
that have been advertised on her Department’s website since March 2011; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter.  [46258/15]

17/12/2015WRY01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to advise the 
Deputy that it has not been possible to provide the information sought in the time available for 
reply.

I will arrange for the requested information to be forwarded to the Deputy in the near future.

17/12/2015WRY01300Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRY01400367. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of chair-
persons appointed to State boards under the aegis of her Department who have appeared before 
the relevant joint Oireachtas committee since March 2011; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter.  [46273/15]

17/12/2015WRY01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to advise the 
Deputy that fourteen chairpersons appointed to State Boards under the aegis of my Department 
have appeared before a Joint Oireachtas Committee since March 2011. The details are set out 
in the table:

Name of Board Chairperson Date Appointed
Private Security Appeal Board Graham Hanlon 3 April 2012
Irish Human Rights and Equal-
ity Commission

Emily Logan 01 October, 2014

National Disability Authority Helen Guinan 28 July 2014
Parole Board John Costello 26 July 2011, reappointed 26 July 

2014
Private Security Authority Noel Lappin* 22 July 2013
Property Services Regulatory 
Authority 

Geraldine Clarke 3 April, 2012

Property Services Appeal 
Board 

Patricia O’Connor 24 July, 2012

Censorship of Publications 
Board 

Shane McCarthy 25 March, 2014

Charities Regulatory Authority Patrick Hopkins 13 July, 2015
Property Services Appeal 
Board 

Anthony Ensor 23 November, 2015

Classification of Films Appeal 
Board

Margaret Taylor December, 2015

Irish Human Rights and Equal-
ity Commission

Emily Logan 01 October, 2014

National Disability Authority Helen Guinan 28 July 2014
Garda Síochána Ombudsman 
Commission

Mr Simon O’Brien December 2011
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*The current Chairperson of the Private Security Authority (PSA), Mr. Noel Lappin, met 
with the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Justice, Defence and Equality on 3 July 2013.  How-
ever Mr. Lappin had not been formally appointed either as a member of the Board of the PSA 
or its Chairperson at that time and he appeared before the Committee in accordance with Gov-
ernment Decision of 12th April 2011 (Reference S180/20/10/1424), which requires the Chair 
Designate of any Board to make himself available to the Joint Committee.  Mr Lappin as the 
proposed Chairperson was informed of this requirement in advance and arrangements were ac-
cordingly made with the Clerk to the Oireachtas Committee in order to facilitate this meeting.  
Mr. Lappin was formally appointed to the Board of the PSA on 22 July 2013 and was appointed 
as its Chairperson on that date also. 

17/12/2015WRY01600Commencement of Legislation

17/12/2015WRY01700368. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the details of 
the Acts currently in force for which she has lead responsibility and that have parts or sections 
yet to be formally commenced, including the purpose of same, in tabular form; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [46288/15]

17/12/2015WRY01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to advise the 
Deputy that my Department is unable to provide the requested information in the time allowed. 
As soon as these details become available, they will be forwarded to the Deputy directly.

17/12/2015WRY01900Garda Data

17/12/2015WRY02000369. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda Síochána stations and the number of gardaí in each in County Wicklow on November 
2010 and on 1 November 2015; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46367/15]

17/12/2015WRY02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Garda Commis-
sioner is responsible for the distribution of personnel, including community Gardaí, among 
the Garda Regions, Divisions, and Districts. Garda management keep this distribution under 
continuing review taking into account crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that 
the best possible use is made of these resources.

I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the number of Garda stations and the 
number of Gardaí in the Wicklow Garda Division on the 31 October 2010 and on 31 October 
2015, was as set out in the tables.

This Government is committed to ensuring that An Garda Síochána has the capacity to pro-
vide effective, visible policing throughout the country. A crucial element of the Government’s 
strategy is ongoing seamless recruitment to renew An Garda Síochána.  With this in mind Bud-
get 2016 made provision for the recruitment of 600 new Gardaí next year bringing to 1,150 the 
number of new Gardaí that will be recruited since the reopening of the Garda College in Tem-
plemore in September 2014. So far 295 of those new recruits are fully attested and are on the 
ground in communities nationwide.  I am assured by Garda management that the needs of all 
Garda Divisions are fully considered when determining the allocation of newly attested Gardaí.

I was very pleased to announce the commencement of the recruitment campaign for 2016 
on Friday, 27 November. It is being organised by the Public Appointments Service on behalf of 
the Garda Commissioner. Applications must be made through www.publicjobs.ie.  The closing 
date for applications is Tuesday 5 January 2016.  Successful candidates can expect to enter the 
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Garda College from June 2016 onwards.

Wicklow Division 31 October 2010

Division District Station Total
BALTINGLASS          39
BLESSINGTON          17
CARNEW               4
DONARD               1
DUNLAVIN             2
HOLLYWOOD            1
SHILLELAGH           1

BALTINGLASS            TINAHELY             2
Total 67

BRAY                 136
ENNISKERRY           6
GREYSTONES           37

BRAY                   NEWTOWN-
MOUNTKENNEDY  

3

Total 182
ARKLOW               37
ASHFORD              12
AUGHRIM              2
AVOCA                3
RATHDRUM             5
ROUNDWOOD            4

WICKLOW                WICKLOW              48
WICKLOW                  Total               111
Total        19 Stations 360
Wicklow Division 31 October 2015

Division District Station Total
BALTINGLASS          33
BLESSINGTON          20
CARNEW               4
DUNLAVIN             2
SHILLELAGH           1

BALTINGLASS TINAHELY             2
Total 62

BRAY                 126
ENNISKERRY           4
GREYSTONES           30

BRAY                   NEWTOWN-
MOUNTKENNEDY  

4

Total 164
ARKLOW               33
ASHFORD              9
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Division District Station Total
AUGHRIM              2
AVOCA                2
RATHDRUM             4
ROUNDWOOD            3

WICKLOW WICKLOW              41
WICKLOW Total 94
 Total  17 Stations 320

17/12/2015WRY02200Garda Data

17/12/2015WRY02300370. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda Síochána stations and the number of gardaí in each in counties Sligo and Leitrim on 
1 November 2010 and on 1 November 2015; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[46368/15]

17/12/2015WRY02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Garda Commis-
sioner is responsible for the distribution of personnel, including community Gardaí, among 
the Garda Regions, Divisions, and Districts. Garda management keep this distribution under 
continuing review taking into account crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that 
the best possible use is made of these resources.

I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the number of Garda stations and 
the number of Gardaí in the Sligo/Leitrim Garda Division on the 31 October 2010 and on 31 
October 2015, was as set out in the tables.

This Government is committed to ensuring that An Garda Síochána has the capacity to 
provide effective, visible policing throughout the country. A crucial element of the Govern-
ment’s strategy is ongoing seamless recruitment to renew An Garda Síochána.  With this in 
mind Budget 2016 made provision for the recruitment of 600 new Gardaí next year bringing to 
1,150 the number of new Gardaí that will be recruited since the reopening of the Garda College 
in Templemore in September 2014. So far 295 of those new recruits are fully attested and are 
on the ground in communities nationwide. I am assured by Garda management that the needs 
of all Garda Divisions are fully considered when determining the allocation of newly attested 
Gardaí and I have been informed that 5 Probationer Garda have been assigned to the Sligo/
Leitrim Division.

I was very pleased to announce the commencement of the recruitment campaign for 2016 
on Friday, 27 November. It is being organised by the Public Appointments Service on behalf of 
the Garda Commissioner. Applications must be made through www.publicjobs.ie.  The closing 
date for applications is Tuesday 5 January 2016.  Successful candidates can expect to enter the 
Garda College from June 2016 onwards.

Sligo/Leitrim Division 31 October 2010

Division District Station Total
SLIGO/
LEITRIM          

BALLYMOTE    ACLARE               2

BALLYFARNAN          1
BALLYMOTE            28
BUNNANADDEN          1
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Division District Station Total
EASKEY               2
ENNISCRONE           4
GURTEEN              2
RIVERSTOWN           2
TUBBERCURRY          7

Total             49
CARRICK-ON-SHAN-
NON 

BALLINAMORE          6

CARRICK-ON-
SHANNON   

45

CARRIGALLEN          1
CLOONE               1
DROMOD               1
KESHCARRIGAN         1
MOHILL               5

Total 60
MANORHAMILTON DROMAHAIR            3

DRUMKERRIN           3
DRUMSHAMBO           4
GLENFARNE            1
KILTYCLOGHER         2
KINLOUGH             5
MANORHAMILTON        21

Total        39
SLIGO   CLIFFONEY            1

COLLOONEY            5
COOLANEY             1
GRANGE               2
ROSSES POINT         2
SKREEN               1
SLIGO                166

Total 178
Total  30 Stations 326
Sligo/Leitrim Division 31 October 2010

Division District Station Total 
SLIGO/LEITRIM   BALLYMOTE  BALLYMOTE            28

ENNISCRONE           7
GURTEEN              2
RIVERSTOWN           3
TUBBERCURRY          8

Total 48
LEITRIM   BALLINAMORE          8



Questions - Written Answers

406

Division District Station Total 
CARRICK-ON-
SHANNON   

47

CARRIGALLEN          2
DRUMSHAMBO           6
KINLOUGH             5
MANORHAMIL-
TON        

22

MOHILL               6
 Total 96
SLIGO     COLLOONEY            5

GRANGE               6
ROSSES POINT         1
SKREEN               1
SLIGO                138

Total 151
 17 Stations 295

17/12/2015WRY02500Dublin-Monaghan Bombings

17/12/2015WRY02600371. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views on a 
matter (details supplied) regarding the Dublin and Monaghan bombings in 1974; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [46370/15]

17/12/2015WRY02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The troubles on this is-
land brought with them a tragic human cost in terms of the lives lost, the people injured and the 
families bereaved by the many acts of violence, such as the bombings in Dublin and Monaghan.

Mr. Justice Henry Barron carried out a detailed independent inquiry into those awful events 
and other atrocities that took place between 1972 and 1976 in which so many innocent people 
lost their lives.  Related matters were also investigated by the McEntee Commission of Inves-
tigation.  Arising from the report of the Barron Inquiry and the report of the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee on Justice, Equality, Defence and Women’s Rights the Garda Commissioner ap-
pointed a dedicated liaison officer for the victims of the bombings in Dublin in 1972 and 1973 
and in Dublin and Monaghan in 1974.  This dedicated liaison service has been in place since 
then and it is currently provided by a Garda Superintendent based at the National Bureau of 
Criminal Investigation in Dublin.

It is the policy of An Garda Síochána to provide effective liaison with the victims of crime 
and their families.  The Garda authorities are strongly aware of the importance of victims in the 
criminal justice system and will continue to make efforts to ensure their needs are met, particu-
larly in respect of making information available to them.  The Garda authorities are conscious 
of the need to ensure that the liaison process is operated in order to best address the needs of the 
individual victims while at the same time ensuring that criminal investigations would not be in 
any way compromised.

In achieving this and in the interests of operational effectiveness, Garda liaison with the 
victims of serious crime and their families is provided directly to them from the Garda Divi-
sion and investigation team which is investigating the case at hand.  The Gardaí in the Division 
which is investigating a case are in possession of the detailed and up-to-date information with 
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regard to it and are, therefore, best placed to interact with the victims and their families.  Such 
interaction is done directly by or under the supervision of the relevant Garda Superintendent.  I 
am sure the Deputy will agree that we must always be conscious that the victims of crime are 
individuals with individual needs and that any approach must take into account their specific 
requirements.

17/12/2015WRY02800Garda Misconduct Allegations

17/12/2015WRY02900372. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will ad-
dress further concerns on the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46375/15]

17/12/2015WRY03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The particular case to 
which the Deputy refers is amongst those considered under the mechanism established for the 
independent review of certain allegations of Garda misconduct, or inadequacies in the investi-
gation of certain allegations, which have been made to me as Minister for Justice and Equality, 
or the Taoiseach with a view to determining to what extent and in what manner further action 
may be required in each case. A panel consisting of two senior and five junior counsel was es-
tablished for that purpose.

I refer the Deputy to my reply to Parliamentary Question 598 of 3 November 2015 and ad-
vise that, apart from the fact that 306 complainants have now been informed of the outcome of 
their cases considered by the Independent Review Mechanism, the position has not changed.

I can confirm, however, that a letter notifying the person concerned of the outcome of the 
consideration of her complaint by the Independent Review Mechanism issued earlier this week.

17/12/2015WRY03100Family Reunification Applications

17/12/2015WRY03200373. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a 
carer’s allowance and a domiciliary carer’s allowance will be taken into consideration for the 
purposes of calculating a sponsor’s income for an application for a visa pursuant to the policy 
document on non-European Economic Area family reunification. [46376/15]

17/12/2015WRY03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the position on such ap-
plications is set out in the Policy Document on Non-EEA Family Reunification published by 
my predecessor on 31 December 2013.

In general, the sponsor must be in a position to support family members wishing to reside 
in Ireland without undue reliance on  benefits from the Irish State.  Minimum levels of earn-
ings have been established for eligibility as a sponsor.  These levels have been established at a 
cumulative gross total of €40,000 over a three year period where the sponsor is an Irish citizen.  
Where the sponsor is an non-EEA citizen the level is set at the minimum salary for which an 
employment permit would issue, i.e. €30,000 per annum.  This income level must have been 
achieved in each of the two years prior to the application.  Social welfare payments are not 
reckonable as earnings for this purpose.

The State cannot be regarded as having an obligation to subsidise family members if they 
are to be permitted to come to Ireland.  A person who is unable to support her/himself cannot 
expect the State to assume the necessary financial obligations on his/her behalf.
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Declared and verified savings by the applicant may be taken into account in assessing cases 
which fall short of the income threshold.

The financial capacity is just one of the conditions that is considered when making a deter-
mination on a family reunification application and the circumstances of the parties concerned 
are considered in the round on a case by case basis.

17/12/2015WRZ0010017/12/2015WRZ00200Prisoner Discipline

17/12/2015WRZ00300374. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of male prisoner-on-prisoner assaults in each of the years 2012 to 2014. [46377/15]

17/12/2015WRZ00400375. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of female prisoner-on-prisoner assaults in each of the years 2012 to 2014. [46378/15]

17/12/2015WRZ00500376. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of assaults committed by male prisoners aged 18 to 20 years on other prisoners in each of 
the years 2012 to 2014. [46379/15]

17/12/2015WRZ00600377. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of assaults committed by female prisoners aged 18 to 20 years on other prisoners in each of 
the years 2012 to 2014. [46380/15]

17/12/2015WRZ00700378. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of assaults committed by male prisoners aged 21 to 25 years on other prisoners in each of 
the years 2012 to 2014. [46381/15]

17/12/2015WRZ00800379. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of assaults committed by female prisoners aged 21 to 25 years on other prisoners in each of 
the years 2012 to 2014. [46382/15]

17/12/2015WRZ00900380. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of assaults committed by male prisoners aged 25 years plus on other prisoners in each of the 
years 2012 to 2014. [46383/15]

17/12/2015WRZ01000381. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of assaults committed by female prisoners aged 25 years plus on other prisoners in each of 
the years 2012 to 2014. [46384/15]

17/12/2015WRZ01100382. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of male prisoner-on-staff assaults in each of the years 2012 to 2014. [46385/15]

17/12/2015WRZ01200383. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of female prisoner-on-staff assaults in each of the years 2012 to 2014. [46386/15]

17/12/2015WRZ01300384. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of assaults committed by male prisoners aged 18 to 20 years on prison staff in each of the 
years 2012 to 2014. [46387/15]

17/12/2015WRZ01400385. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of assaults committed by female prisoners aged 18 to 20 years on prison staff in each of the 
years 2012 to 2014. [46388/15]

17/12/2015WRZ01500386. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
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ber of assaults committed by male prisoners aged 21 to 25 years on prison staff in each of the 
years 2012 to 2014. [46389/15]

17/12/2015WRZ01600387. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of assaults committed by female prisoners aged 21 to 25 years on prison staff in each of the 
years 2012 to 2014. [46390/15]

17/12/2015WRZ01700388. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of assaults committed by male prisoners aged 25 years plus on prison staff in each of the 
years 2012 to 2014. [46391/15]

17/12/2015WRZ01800389. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of assaults committed by female prisoners aged 25 years plus on prison staff in each of the 
years 2012 to 2014. [46392/15]

17/12/2015WRZ01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 374 to 389, inclusive, together.

I am advised that the Irish Prison Service do not record assaults by age or gender category, 
and to collate this would require a manual examination of each record. Such an examination 
would require a disproportionate and inordinate amount of staff time and effort, that could not 
be justified where there are other significant demands on resources.

However, figures for assaults in our prisons in the years 2012 to 2014 are set out in a table. 

Year Number of Prisoner on Prisoner Assaults Number of Prisoner Assaults on 
Staff 

2012 715 107
2013 530 147
2014 564 144
No level of inter prisoner violence or assaults is acceptable and effort is made by prison staff 

and management to limit the scope of acts of violence.  However, no regime can completely 
eliminate the possibility of violent incidents happening in a prison setting where a large number 
of dangerous and violent offenders are being held.

The Irish Prison Service has successfully introduced a number of measures across the prison 
estate such as, hand-held metal detectors, netting over prison yards, BOSS chairs and security 
screening machines to detect and prevent weapons from entering the prison to limit the scope 
of acts of violence. In addition, new prisoner programmes have been introduced such as the In-
centivised Regimes policy which provides for a differentiation of privileges between prisoners 
according to their level of engagement with services and quality of behaviour. The objective is 
to provide tangible incentives to prisoners to participate in structured activities and to reinforce 
good behaviour, leading to a safer and more secure environment.

17/12/2015WRAA00200Living Wage

17/12/2015WRAA00300390. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of imple-
menting a living wage of €11.50 for all employees directly employed by or in agencies funded 
by her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [46410/15]

17/12/2015WRAA00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can inform the Deputy 
that based on current staffing figures, the additional annual salary cost to my Department of 
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implementing a living wage of €11.50 per hour is estimated to be €592,301 for 171 staff. 

These figures include bodies under the aegis of my Department with the exception of An 
Garda Síochána.  I have asked An Garda Síochána to provide the information directly to the 
Deputy as soon as it is available.

17/12/2015WRAA00500Early Childhood Care Education

17/12/2015WRAA00600391. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if children 
are being treated unfairly in regard to the early childhood care and education scheme based on 
date of birth (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46020/15]

17/12/2015WRAA00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Currently, children are 
entitled to one year’s free pre-school (i.e. 38 weeks during the academic year) under the Early 
Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme.  For the 2015-16 programme year, chil-
dren who were born between 2 February 2011 and 30 June 2012 were eligible. 

In Budget 2016 it was announced that, from September 2016, children will be eligible to 
start free pre-school when they turn age 3, and can continue in free pre-school until they start 
primary school (once the child is not older than 5½ years at the end of the relevant pre-school 
year i.e. end June).  As part of the reform of free pre-school, children will be able to enrol in 
free pre-school at three different points in the year - September, January and April - so that they 
can access free pre-school as soon as possible after they reach age 3.

This budgetary measure implements a key recommendation of the Expert Advisory Group 
on the Early Years Strategy, which recommended that a free part-time place in early child-
hood care and education be available from every child’s third birthday, until they enter primary 
school.  The Expert Group recognised that this would mean that the period of time a child would 
spend in free pre-school would vary depending on both the child’s birth date and the age at 
which they start primary school.  The decision to allow children to register for free pre-school at 
three different points in the year was designed to ensure that children could access the benefits 
of pre-school as soon as they were old enough.

In addition, an upper age limit for participation in free pre-school was set by the Inter-
Departmental Group on Future Investment on the advice of the Department of Education and 
Skills.  Limiting the diversity in age ranges in primary school is considered to be generally in 
the best interest of children, in relation to peer interaction in junior infants, as well as other edu-
cational considerations.  This does mean that different children will spend different lengths of 
time in free pre-school, but our focus throughout in considering these issues was how to achieve 
the best outcomes for children.

In relation to the particular case raised by the Deputy, the child in question was born in Janu-
ary 2014.  She will be eligible to enrol for the free pre-school in April 2017 and can continue in 
the programme until June 2019, a total of 88 weeks.  If her parents decide to send her to primary 
school in September 2018 then she will avail of 50 weeks free pre-school. 

Childcare providers will not be required to hold places open in expectation of enrolments 
in January and April.  I am clear that more capacity will be required and that January and April 
enrolments may pose a challenge.  Officials in my Department are committed to assisting with 
these challenges.  They are already working closely with the City and County Childcare Com-
mittees and the Voluntary Childcare Organisations on a range of measures which will assist 
pre-school providers meet increased demand for free pre-school provision, particularly from 
January and April 2017.  Further information on these measures will be available shortly.
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17/12/2015WRAA00800Freedom of Information Fees

17/12/2015WRAA00900392. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
his Department has received in fees from freedom of information requests in 2014 and in 2015 
to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45754/15]

17/12/2015WRAA01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The information re-
quested by the Deputy is set out in the following table.

- 2014 2015*
Initial Application Fees €360 €0.00
Search and Retrieval Fees €70 €0.00
Total Fees €430 €0.00

*Under the Freedom of Information Act 2014, since 15 October, 2014 no initial application 
fee is payable in respect of Freedom of Information requests and if the time spent on the search 
and retrieval of records in relation to a request is under five hours, no fees are charged in respect 
of same.

17/12/2015WRAA01100Child Poverty

17/12/2015WRAA01200393. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the targets 
he is working towards for reducing child poverty and the specific steps he is taking to achieve 
these targets [45778/15]

17/12/2015WRAA01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Better Outcomes, 
Brighter Futures: the National Policy Framework for Children and Young People 2014 - 2020, 
was published and launched by Government in 2014.  It provides the overarching framework 
for the development and implementation of policy and services for children and young people.  
This is a whole of government framework, implementation of which is overseen by my Depart-
ment.

  Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures set out a target of lifting over 70,000 children out of 
consistent poverty by 2020, a reduction of at least two-thirds on the 2011 level.  The Depart-
ment of Social Protection have the lead role in coordinating government strategies on child 
poverty and are the Sponsor of outcome 4 of Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures   - economic 
security and opportunity.  The Department of Social Protection also has lead responsibility for 
the National Action Plan for Social Inclusion.  Its work is also informed by the European Com-
mission Recommendation on ‘Investing in children: Breaking the cycle of disadvantage’.  The 
Department of Social Protection have identified child poverty as a key cross-sectoral priority to 
be addressed in 2015 and 2016 under the Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures structures.

To assist in this, the Advisory Council for Better Outcomes, Brighter Future, which brings 
together key members of the community and voluntary sectors who work with and for children 
and young people, and the Department of Social Protection have co-convened a subgroup with 
officials from my Department and other relevant Departments to progress solutions to the issue 
of child poverty.  This group has held two meetings in September and November 2015, and two 
more are planned for the near future.

Although the level of consistent poverty among children has fallen slightly from 11.7% to 
11.2% between 2013 and 2014, the Government acknowledges the challenge in successfully 
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achieving the child poverty target, but remains committed to meeting it.  The timescale for 
achieving the target will be influenced by the pace of economic and employment growth.  How-
ever, we believe having an ambitious target and actively monitoring this will provide a roadmap 
towards which we can develop and implement a strong multi-dimensional policy response.

As part of this multi-dimensional approach and the importance accorded to the development 
of effective and quality focused services and support for children and young people, my Depart-
ment in collaboration with the DSP will hold an EU Peer Review in February 2016 to explore 
innovative responses in prevention and early intervention policy and provision to address child 
poverty and disadvantage.  This event will involve ten Member States and the European Com-
mission. 

My Department continues to work closely with the Department of Social Protection sup-
porting this mutli-dimensional approach to child poverty.  There are also a number of areas 
of focus that support our response to child poverty within my Department.  My Department 
invests €260 million annually on early childhood care and education and after-school support 
programmes which provide care to 100,000 children.  A number of these programmes are tar-
geted at those on lowest incomes.  In addition in early 2015, I established an Inter-Departmental 
Group on Future Investment in Early Years and After-School Care and Education.  The work of 
the group was focused on identifying policy objectives to guide future investment in this area.  
This report was published in July 2015 and informed the estimates process for Budget 2016.  
Budget 2016 provides for an additional €85 million investment in 2016.

My Department is also leading the implementation of the Area Based Childhood (ABC) 
Programme (2013-2017).  The ABC Programme is co-funded by my Department and The At-
lantic Philanthropies and will have a total funding allocation of up to €29.7 million.  The Area 
Based Childhood (ABC) Programme aims to improve the outcomes for children, young people 
and existing service by drawing on best international practice to break the cycle of child poverty 
where it is most deeply entrenched.  It is overseen by an inter-departmental project team.

My Department also provides targeted support for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk 
young people are provided through a range of schemes totalling €49.93m of funding.  The pur-
pose of recently published National Youth Strategy 2015 - 2020 is to enable all young people 
aged 10 to 24 to realise their maximum potential with regard to the five national outcomes in 
Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures.  It is a universal strategy for all young people.  It has a par-
ticular focus on the needs of young people experiencing, or at risk of experiencing the poorest 
outcomes. 

Finally, as part of my Department’s response, Tusla, the Child and Family Agency is also 
responsible for the delivery of a range of services focusing on the welfare, protection and sup-
port for children, young people and their families which are key to supporting outcomes which 
assist in actively mitigating the impact of child poverty.

17/12/2015WRAA01400Ministerial Staff

17/12/2015WRAA01500394. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of political staff working in his Department, including the role and salary of each staff member.  
[45781/15]

17/12/2015WRAA01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): There are six Ministe-
rial appointees working in my Department, details of their roles and current salaries are set out 
in tabular format.  All of my Ministerial staff appointments have been made in accordance with 
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Instructions for Ministerial Appointments as published by the Department of Public Expendi-
ture and Reform 2014.

Position Held Current Salary
 Special Adviser €87,258
 Special Adviser €82,587
 Personal Assistant €47,304
 Personal Secretary €29,342
 Civilian Driver €32,965
 Civilian Driver €32,965

17/12/2015WRAA01700Legislative Process RIA

17/12/2015WRAA01800395. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of Bills his Department has published since 9 March 2011; the number and Title of those 
Bills that included a regulatory impact assessment in advance of publication; the regulatory 
impact assessments published; the number of promised Bills for publication; the Bills that will 
include a regulatory impact assessment; the regulatory impact assessments that will be pub-
lished before publication of the relevant Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[45803/15]

17/12/2015WRAA01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): My Department was 
established on the 2nd June 2011.  Since then I have published the Thirty-First Amendment 
of the Constitution (Children) Bill 2012 (No. 78 of 2012), the Child and Family Agency Bill 
2013 (No. 81 of 2013), the Child Care (Amendment) Bill 2013 (No. 10 of 2013), the Adoption 
(Amendment) Bill 2013 (No. 133 of 2013), the Children First Bill 2014 (No. 30 of 2014), the 
Children (Amendment) Bill 2015 (No. 43 of 2015) and the Child Care (Amendment) Bill 2015 
(No. 94 of 2015). 

Regulatory Impact Assessments (RIA) were published in relation to the Child and Family 
Agency Bill 2013, the Children First Bill 2014 and the Children (Amendment) Bill 2015.  I 
intend to publish the Adoption (Information and Tracing) Bill and the Adoption (Amendment) 
Bill.  A RIA is being prepared in respect of each Bill and will be published in due course but not 
before publication of the Bills.

17/12/2015WRAA02000Child Care Services Funding

17/12/2015WRAA02100396. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when new 
community child care centres (details supplied) will be able to reapply for capital funding and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45913/15]

17/12/2015WRAA02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Funding will be pro-
vided in 2016 as part of the Early Years Capital Programme.  I am currently considering how 
best this funding can be targeted in the context of building capacity in the early years sector 
to meet the new demands for places under the extended Early Childhood Care and Education 
(ECCE) Programme. 

I hope to be in a position to announce the details of this programme of capital funding 
shortly.
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17/12/2015WRAA02300Garda Vetting of Personnel

17/12/2015WRAA02400397. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he 
envisages a more volunteer and business-friendly vetting system that could be adopted while 
maintaining the optimum level of protection for children, given that the current requirement on 
persons to obtain multiple vetting is proving highly impractical; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [45992/15]

17/12/2015WRAA02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The vetting system 
does not come under the remit of my Department.  It is more appropriate to the Department of 
Justice and Equality, who have responsibility for the relevant legislation, namely the National 
Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Adults) Act 2012.

17/12/2015WRAA02600After-School Support Services

17/12/2015WRAA02700398. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
children who participate in some form of centre-based after-school care and the details of any 
studies and reviews which his Department, or a body under its aegis, has undertaken to measure 
potential demand for after-school care places or any estimates of the level of need for a State 
subsidy for after-school care places.  [46125/15]

17/12/2015WRAA02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Data on the main after-
school childcare arrangements for primary-school children are available from the Growing Up 
in Ireland Study.  These data show that:

- 64% of five-year-old children are cared for at home by a parent after-school, 27% are in 
informal after-school childcare arrangements and 9% are in centre-based settings; and

- 77% of nine-year-old children are cared for at home by a parent after-school, 19% are in 
informal after-school childcare arrangements and 3% are in centre-based settings 

I would like to inform the Deputy that earlier this year I established an Inter-Departmental 
Group to consider options for future investment in early years and after-school childcare.  This 
Group reported to Government in July this year, setting out a range of options for future invest-
ment to enhance affordability, increase the accessibility and improve the quality of early years 
and after-school childcare.  

Several recommendations of the Group, which relate to after-school childcare, were consid-
ered as part of the Estimates process for the Budget and will be funded in 2016.  These include 
a €3 million capital fund, which will be provided to enable both community/not-for-profit and 
private providers to develop after-school childcare services using existing school and other ac-
cessible community facilities.  Work will also begin on the development of Quality Standards 
for After-School Childcare, along with a consultation with children on their views about after-
school childcare.  These new developments add to the range of programmes implemented by 
my Department to assist parents in accessing quality and affordable after-school childcare. 
These include:

- The After-School Childcare (ASCC) programme that provides after-school care for prima-
ry school children of eligible parents for a period of 52 weeks.  Eligibility for the programme is 
determined by the Department of Social Protection.  The programme contributes €40 per week 
for an after-school place or €80 per week in situations where the childcare service provides a 
pick-up service that collects the child from school.  The programme also provides a full day 
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care rate of €105 per week, for a maximum of 10 weeks, to cater for school holiday periods.  In 
all cases, the maximum fee payable by parents is €15 per week per child.

- The Community Employment Childcare (CEC) programme, which is targeted specifically 
at participants in the Community Employment (CE) schemes operated by the Department of 
Social Protection.  Under this programme, €80 per week is provided for pre-school places for 
children up to the age of 5 and €40 per week for after-school places for primary school children 
up to the age of 13, with a set charge of €15 per week to the parent in either case.  The pro-
gramme also provides a part time day care rate of €80 per week, for a maximum of 10 weeks, 
to cater for school holiday periods.  Places are approved for 50 weeks. Eligibility for the CEC 
programme is determined by the Department of Social Protection.

- The Childcare Education and Training Support (CETS) programme, which provides child-
care places, including part-time and after-school places, to qualifying Solas or Education and 
Training Boards (ETB) trainees or students for the duration of their courses.  Eligibility for the 
CETS programme is determined by the Department of Education and Skills. 

- The Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme provides funding to community 
childcare services to enable them to provide quality childcare, including after-school care, at 
reduced rates to disadvantaged and low income working parents.

17/12/2015WRAA02900Child Abuse

17/12/2015WRAA03000399. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his views 
on the urgency of commissioning a second sexual abuse and violence in Ireland report, into 
sexual abuse incidences, given than the previous report was 13 years ago and given the need to 
accurately target resources based on properly researched data [46222/15]

17/12/2015WRAA03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The Sexual Abuse and 
Violence in Ireland Study (SAVI 1) was published in 2002 following telephone research in 
which over 3,000 adults were surveyed.  This resulted in a “snapshot” of the nature and extent 
of sexual violence in Ireland.  The Dublin Rape Crisis Centre have submitted a proposal to a 
number of Government Departments regarding the completion of a second such “snapshot” 
survey. 

The costs of the proposed survey are considerable and my Department is currently consider-
ing the proposal.  Considerations include the overall amount of funding available to my Depart-
ment at any one time for research work, given the scale and duration of the investment required.  
In addition, the Department is considering whether and to what degree a repeat of this survey is 
the most effective use of funds to research both adult and child abuse survivors at this point.  It 
is acknowledged that there is a need to take account of emerging issues and any research invest-
ment should be designed to meet with policy need and gaps in understanding and data.  Finally, 
the question how a survey of this scale and cost would be commissioned in accordance with 
procurement and other rules will need to be considered. 

I have been in discussions with my colleague the Minister for Justice on the matter and we 
are both anxious to work with the Dublin Rape Crisis Centre and other providers to determine 
data and research priorities in this areas.  I have asked my officials to prepare a detailed review 
of the proposal in this context and having regard to the new National Strategy on Domestic, 
Sexual and Gender-based Violence and the plans Tusla have in respective of the provision of 
domestic, sexual and gender-based violence services.
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17/12/2015WRAA03200Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRAA03300400. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of appointments to State boards under the aegis of his Department and the number of appoint-
ments that have been advertised on his Department’s website since March 2011; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46249/15]

17/12/2015WRAA03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Sixty-six persons have 
been appointed to the boards of bodies under the aegis of my Department, since its establish-
ment in June 2011.  Details are set out in the following table.

Agency Board Membership Appointments since June 
2011

Tusla, the Child and Family 
Agency

9 9

Adoption Authority 7 9
Children Detention Schools 
Board of Management, 
Oberstown

13 13

  Gaisce 15 11
Family Support Agency Formerly 12 23
National Educational Wel-
fare Board

Formerly 13 10

In line with Government Decisions in 2011, all vacancies on the boards of State Bodies and 
Agencies operating under my Department’s aegis have been published on my Department’s 
website and expressions of interest sought from persons interested in being appointed to these 
boards.  My officials acknowledged all expressions of interest received and maintained a data-
base of those expressions.

In May 2013 the Public Appointments Service, on behalf of my Department, sought expres-
sions of interest from those interested in being appointed to the Board of the Family Support 
Agency, having regard both to its then statutory functions and its planned role in facilitating 
the establishment of Tusla, the Child and Family Agency.  The membership of the board of the 
Family Support Agency was appointed to the board of Tusla on its establishment on 1st Janu-
ary 2014.  Following establishment, the Family Support Agency and the National Educational 
Welfare Board ceased to exist and their roles were subsumed into Tusla.

New arrangements concerning appointments to State Boards were approved by Govern-
ment in November 2014.  Guidelines covering the process to be used were published on 25th 
November 2014 by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  Under these new ar-
rangements, the Public Appointments Service manages the process of advertising vacancies 
and selecting suitable potential appointees to State Boards.  There is a link on my Department’s 
website to the State Boards website.  The Public Appointments Service recently assisted my 
Department in the appointment of the Board of the Adoption Authority of Ireland with effect 
from 1st November 2015.

17/12/2015WRBB00200Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRBB00300401. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
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chairpersons appointed to State boards under the aegis of his Department who have appeared 
before the relevant joint Oireachtas committee since March 2011; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [46264/15]

17/12/2015WRBB00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Since  the establish-
ment of my Department in June 2011, four chairpersons appointed to State boards under the 
aegis of my Department have appeared before the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Health and 
Children in advance of their appointments in line with this Government’s policies in this matter.  
Mr. Joe Horan, Chairperson of the Board of Management of the Children Detention Schools 
appeared before the Committee on 8th March, 2012.  Ms. Sharon Foley, Chairperson of the 
Family Support Agency also appeared before the Committee on 8th March, 2012.  Ms. Nuala 
Doherty, Chairperson of the National Educational Welfare Board appeared before the Com-
mittee on 26th July, 2012.  Ms. Norah Gibbons, Chairperson of the Board of Management of 
the Child and Family Agency appeared before the Committee on 23rd July 2013.  Mr Geoffrey 
Shannon, whom I recently re-appointed as Chairperson of the Adoption Authority of Ireland, 
has appeared before the Joint Oireachtas Committee on a number of occasions.

17/12/2015WRBB00500Commencement of Legislation

17/12/2015WRBB00600402. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the de-
tails of the Acts currently in force for which he has lead responsibility and that have parts or 
sections yet to be formally commenced, including the purpose of same, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [46279/15]

17/12/2015WRBB00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The Child Care (Amend-
ment) Act 2011, the Children (Amendment) Act 2015 and the Children First Act 2015 are the 
only Acts for which I have lead responsibility that have parts yet to be formally commenced.  

A substantial element of the uncommenced sections in the Child Care (Amendment) Act 
2011 relate to provisions for special care.  Given the legislative framework utilised to manage 
the interaction between the Child Care Act 1991 and the Health Act 2007, in relation to special 
care provisions, Regulations to be made by the Minister for Health under the Health Act 2007 
are required in advance of the commencement of these sections.  These Regulations have now 
been finalised.  I hope to sign a Commencement Order for the relevant sections of the Child 
Care (Amendment) Act 2011, and arrange for the Regulations to be signed by my colleague the 
Minister for Health, in the near future.

The Child Care (Amendment) Act 2015 was signed into law on 10th December 2015.  The 
main body of provision relates to aftercare but it also includes provision in relation to early 
years services and technical amendments on foot of the commencement of the Child and Family 
Agency Act 2013.  I hope to commence this Act in the near future. 

The Children (Amendment) Act 2015 was signed into law on 27 July 2015.  This legislation 
amends certain provisions of the Children Act 2001 on the operation of the children detention 
schools.  I signed the first commencement order under the 2015 Act on 27 November 2015 
which brought a number of technical provisions of the Act relating to the children detention 
schools into force from 1 December 2015.  These provisions are listed in the Children (Amend-
ment) Act 2015 (Commencement) Order 2015, Statutory Instrument Number 539 of 2015.  The 
remaining sections yet to be commenced relate to the ending of the practice of detaining chil-
dren in adult prison facilities, the introduction of a new system of remission in the children 
detention schools and a technical issue relating to the operation of the Children Court on the 
issuing of detention orders under the Children Act 2001.  In relation to the first of these issues, 
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the relevant sections are to be commenced early in 2016 on foot of the completion of the current 
programme of recruitment for care staff to work in the children detention schools.  The sections 
on remission and issuing of detention orders will also be commenced early in 2016 on foot of 
the completion of policy work for the required secondary legislation in this area.  

The Children First Act 2015 was enacted on the 19 Nov 2015. The Act is for the purpose 
of making further and better provision for the care and protection of children including raising 
awareness of child abuse and neglect, providing for reporting and management of child protec-
tion concerns and improving child protection arrangements in organisations providing services 
to children.  The Sections that have commenced are 1 to 5 and 28, effective from 11 Dec 2015.  
The Sections not commenced are: Section 6-7 (Part I General and Preliminary), Section 8-13 
(Part 2 Child Safeguarding Statements), Section 14-19 (Part 3 Reporting), Sections 20-27 (Part 
4 Children First Inter-Departmental Group and Sectoral Implementation Plans).  A significant 
provision in the legislation is the underpinning on a statutory basis of the Children First Inter-
departmental Implementation Group.  This Group, which will include a representative of all 
Government Departments, will be required to keep under review, the implementation of this 
legislation and the Children First Guidance, and to report on an annual basis to the Minister.

17/12/2015WRBB00800Living Wage

17/12/2015WRBB00900403. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the cost of 
implementing a living wage of €11.50 for all employees directly employed by or in agencies 
funded by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46401/15]

17/12/2015WRBB01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): My Department has not 
undertaken a specific costing exercise to determine the cost of implementing a living wage of 
€11.50 for its employees and those employed in its agencies.  However, on a purely indicative 
basis, it is not anticipated that the introduction of such a scheme in my own Department would 
incur significant cost as the majority of staff are on salary points above that mentioned by the 
Deputy.

17/12/2015WRBB01100Hospital Services

17/12/2015WRBB01200404. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will liaise with Údarás na 
Gaeltachta and the Health Service Executive on establishing a feasibility study for future uses 
for the old hospital in Daingean Uí Chúis in County Kerry which has been unoccupied for about 
five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45861/15]

17/12/2015WRBB01300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Health Service Executive (HSE) oper-
ates a protocol for the disposal of surplus property assets.  This protocol sets out three options.  

1. Does a State Agency require the property?

2. Open market sale, subject to favourable market conditions.

3. Community/voluntary use will be considered only if points 1 and 2 above do not mate-
rialise.

Any proposals for the property in question must be considered in the context of the capital 
funding available to Health and the Government’s Reform Plan relating to the State’s property 
asset use and management.  In this context, I must advise you that the Health Service Execu-
tive is required to obtain value for money when disposing of surplus property assets.  These 
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proceeds will be re-invested in delivering much needed health care infrastructure.  As there 
will always be more projects than can be funded by the Exchequer facilities which support the 
delivery of core health services must be prioritised within the context of the overall capital en-
velope available to us.  Given the limited funding available and our health infrastructure needs, 
priority for funding must be based on verified service needs and all capital funding must be 
directed to supporting these core services.  The HSE is concentrating on applying the limited 
funding available for capital works in the most effective way possible to meet health care needs 
now and in the future.   

In addition consideration must be given to the Government’s Reform Plan which sets out 
commitments relating to property asset use and management.  These commitments include en-
suring that optimal value for money is achieved in the management of the State’s property port-
folio.  The development and implementation of the Property Management Delivery Plan has 
been one of the outcomes of the reform process.  This plan aims to improve the planning and 
management of the public service property portfolio by improving co-ordination of strategies 
and activities, processes for strategic planning, projects and property management, standards 
for accommodation fit-out and data capture, accountability for decision making and deploy-
ment of resources. 

The HSE has engaged locally on the potential use of the property for historical, heritage and 
cultural purposes; the proposal sought was not submitted.  It has also engaged with the private 
sector with the view to sale.  Údarás na Gaeltachta has made contact with the local HSE Estates 
Office and a meeting is being arranged.  HSE officials will meet their representatives early in 
the new year. 

17/12/2015WRBB01400Hospital Accommodation Provision

17/12/2015WRBB01500405. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he received a request from the 
Health Service Executive to increase the number of critical care beds in 2016, the number of 
additional beds sought and the full year cost of same.  [45692/15]

17/12/2015WRBB01600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The wide range of requests from the HSE 
for additional capacity in 2016 was considered as part of the annual estimates process in prepa-
ration for the 2016 Service Plan.  This included a request for an increase in critical care capacity 
across a range of hospitals with an estimated full year cost of €15m.

The 2016 HSE Service Plan, published on 16th December, includes provision of €13m for 
priority service developments in acute hospitals services for maternity services, paediatric ser-
vices, organ transplantation and opening of newly commissioned units.

17/12/2015WRBB01700Health Services Funding

17/12/2015WRBB01800406. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the funding allocated for the 
implementation of the national asthma programme; the funding being provided in 2016; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [45693/15]

17/12/2015WRBB01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Each year, 
the HSE funds its various services and programmes, such as the National Asthma Programme, 
from its annual funding allocation.  Therefore, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the 
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Deputy on this matter.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with the Executive.

17/12/2015WRBB02000Pharmacy Services

17/12/2015WRBB02100407. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his view on the budget 2016 
submission by the Irish Pharmacy Union to introduce a minor ailment scheme, an extended 
vaccination service and a new medicines service; if such initiatives will result in savings or new 
costs for the health service; in either case the details of same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [45694/15]

17/12/2015WRBB02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): It is important 
that proposals to expand the role of the community pharmacist bring benefits for patients and 
also generate real savings on existing public expenditure, since the health service continues to 
operate within very tight budgetary constraints.  The Department of Health is examining the 
Irish Pharmacy Union’s proposal for a Minor Ailments Scheme, having regard to the evidence 
base for such a service, the application of such schemes in other countries and any contractual 
or funding implications.  The Department has engaged the services of the Health Research 
Board (HRB) to undertake an analysis of Minor Ailments Schemes in other jurisdictions.  Work 
on this is progressing to schedule and a report by the HRB is expected in January 2016.  The 
HRB’s report will assist the Department in its consideration of this matter.

In October 2015, the Minister for Health signed new regulations to expand the range of 
vaccines which can be administered by pharmacists.  These new regulations will allow phar-
macists to supply and administer the shingles and pneumococcal vaccines, which are currently 
only available from a GP or hospital.  It is expected that the new vaccines will be available from 
early in 2016.  Proposals to further expand the range of vaccines available through community 
pharmacies will be considered by the Department.  The Irish Pharmacy Union proposal to in-
troduce a new medicines scheme will also be examined by the Department.

17/12/2015WRBB02300Health Services Staff Recruitment

17/12/2015WRBB02400408. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the annual cost of recruiting an 
extra 100 consultants.  [45696/15]

17/12/2015WRBB02500473. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of senior house of-
ficer positions in each public and voluntary hospital; the number of such positions vacant and 
the number of these positions being filled by locums on 1 December 2015; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [46342/15]

17/12/2015WRBB02600474. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of registrar positions 
in each public and voluntary hospital; the number of such positions vacant and the number of 
these positions being filled by locums on 1 December 2015; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [46343/15]

17/12/2015WRBB02700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 408, 473 
and 474 together.

I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly on these matters.  If you have not 
received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matters with them.
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17/12/2015WRBB02800General Practitioner Services

17/12/2015WRBB02900409. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the full-year cost of restoring 
distance coding, and of restoring the coding and increasing the allowance to €25,000, under the 
rural practice allowance.  [45697/15]

17/12/2015WRBB03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Since 2009, a 
number of reductions have been applied under the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public 
Interest Act 2009 (FEMPI) to the fees and allowances paid to health professionals, including 
GPs who provide services under the General Medical Services (GMS) Scheme.  Over this 
period, the annual Rural Practice Allowance (RPA) under the GMS capitation agreement was 
reduced from €20,712.29 to the current rate of €16,216.07.

Currently, 168 GPs are in receipt of the RPA.  The full year cost of increasing the existing 
RPA to €25,000 for these GPs would amount to nearly €1.476 million.

The “distance code” was removed as a factor in calculating GP fees and allowances in 2010 
under FEMPI.  The capitation rate payable varied according to a patient’s age, gender and dis-
tance of their residence from the GP’s surgery.  It was calculated at that time that this measure 
saved in excess of €5 million.  To cost accurately a reinstatement of the previous “distance 
code” arrangement would require a detailed exercise by the HSE.  Therefore, it is not possible 
to provide a cost estimate in respect of this element of the Deputy’s question.

17/12/2015WRBB03100General Practitioner Services

17/12/2015WRBB03200410. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the costs incurred under the rural 
practice allowance in each year from 2009 to date.  [45698/15]

17/12/2015WRBB03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.  
If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Pri-
vate Office and they will follow up the matter with the Executive.

17/12/2015WRBB03400Health Services Expenditure

17/12/2015WRBB03500411. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of personal assistant 
hours provided in 2015 and the full-year cost of same.  [45699/15]

17/12/2015WRBB03600453. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health how many personal assistant 
hours will be funded from the health budget and the total funding that will be provided in 2016.  
[46090/15]

17/12/2015WRBB03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 411 and 453 together.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  If the Deputy has 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, he can contact my Private Office 
and they will follow the matter up with the HSE.
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17/12/2015WRBB03800Home Care Packages

17/12/2015WRBB03900412. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health when he received an appli-
cation for a home care package from a person (details supplied) in County Cork; the status of 
the application, including how it has been assessed and when he will make a decision on it; if 
funding is available to sanction new home care packages in Cork city and county; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [45700/15]

17/12/2015WRBB04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.  If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them.

17/12/2015WRBB04100HSE Governance

17/12/2015WRBB04200413. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the recommendations in the 2012 
reviews of financial management systems in the Irish health service and the progress made in 
implementing these, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45706/15]

17/12/2015WRBB04300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In 2012, my Department engaged with an 
expert from the UK NHS (Mark Ogden) to examine the financial management of the Health 
Service Executive and make recommendations regarding strengthening and improving the 
management of its finances.  The report made a number of recommendations to improve the 
financial management process within the HSE.  Particular reference was made to managing the 
transition phase that the health sector was undergoing.  The recommendations were grouped 
into 3 distinct areas: Improving Financial Performance; Policy Considerations; and Effective 
Transitioning (Managing the Change).  These are set out in the attached note A Review of Fi-
nancial Management Systems in the Irish Health Service. 

Subsequently, PA Consultancy was engaged to undertake a wide-ranging review of financial 
management and cost containment systems in the health service, including an assessment of the 
Ogden Report and the preparation of an action plan for the implementation of its recommenda-
tions.

Financial Reform is a key element of Future Health - A Strategic Framework for Reform 
of the Health Service 2012 – 2015.  The HSE commenced the Finance Reform Programme in 
2012.  Central to the establishment of this programme was the recognition that successful im-
plementation of Future Health and the wider reform agenda will require fundamental changes 
in the way financial management is delivered across the health service in Ireland.  One of the 
early outputs of the programme was the development of a new operating model for finance in 
health.  The HSE has submitted a business case for the new operating model which defines the 
case for change and scope as well as providing an estimate of the resources required to deliver 
the new operating model and supporting technology.

The change programme covers a number of different strands and involves business process 
re-engineering, with a recent focus on the technology aspect of the Reform Programme.  An 
ICT business case for an Integrated Financial Management System (IFMS) was the subject of 
peer review and the Office of the Government Chief Information Officer (OGCIO) recently 
confirmed that the peer review team recommended that the project as presented should proceed 
to the next stage. 

Work is progressing on the Finance Reform Programme on a number of important work 
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streams.  Key activities being worked on across the reform programme include developing 
a stabilisation approach for legacy finance systems and a business intelligence (BI) solution 
for identifying and agreeing one national reporting finance system for the HSE.  Permission 
has recently been received from the OGCIO to proceed with the first phase of the stabilisation 
project and the Finance Reform Board has recently given the go ahead for a Finance BI solu-
tion.  Significant progress has also been made in developing and finalising the approach for the 
procurement of the key components of an IFMS.  The Office of Government Procurement has 
requested that the procurement of Lot 1 IFMS (Enterprise Resource Planning Platform) should 
commence as soon as possible subject to the appropriate approvals.  A procurement plan has 
been developed with two stages to the procurement approach. The HSE are working on the 
tender documents for stage 1.

The new financial operating model will greatly enhance the health sector’s ability to effec-
tively manage and monitor its budget at all levels.

A REVIEW OF FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS IN THE IRISH HEALTH 
SERVICE

Main Recommendations

- 1. Improving Financial Performance
1.1 Review and clarify the National financial accountability arrangements. 
1.2 Enhance the core financial management capability of the system, through  

- Building on the capacity and capability in the Department of Health;- De-
veloping a clear organisational strategy to prepare the financial system for 
hospital groups; and- Designing a programme to upgrade financial capability.  

1.3 Provide immediate clarity to the system for 2012 on what will be funded na-
tionally and what is a local responsibility for resolution. 

1.4 Agree financial control target ranges for each region for 2012 consistent with 
national agreements. 

1.5 Develop a strategy as a priority to establish the technical ICT infrastructure 
and management capacity required to support a single financial information 
system.  

1.6 Develop systems for measuring cost containment, avoidance, and reduction 
within the non-hospital sector.

1.7 Review the process and transparency of forecasting, with best practice meth-
odologies researched and adopted.

1.8 Develop a supply chain excellence programme to underpin the full establish-
ment of shared procurement services within the health system. 

1.9 Accelerate plans to develop a system wide procurement ICT system and 
shared service. 
2. Policy Considerations

2.1 Review the process of managing deficits and surpluses urgently and establish 
a new concordat between the centre, regions and organisations to enshrine the 
principle that deficits and surpluses will ‘lie where they fall’, with the appro-
priate consequences for local leaders in terms of autonomy and control.  

2.2 Review the allocations process and policy for 2013–2015
2.3 Develop a strategy of stabilisation for hospitals 
2.4 Develop a suite of metrics to manage the financial and operational perfor-

mance in community and primary care services. 
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- 1. Improving Financial Performance
3. Effective Transitioning (Managing the Change)

3.1 The present period of transition is a period of maximum risk and clarity is 
required urgently on the leadership arrangements that will obtain through the 
transition period.

3.2 Create a formal accountability framework based on the new incentives and 
governance arrangements at every level, and re-affirm accountability within 
the immediate system, through the transition phase into the future system. 

3.3 Create a single quality assurance process to ensure savings both now and in 
future are delivered safely, with full involvement of the clinical community. 

3.4 Model the impact of the clinical programmes in a more sophisticated way. 
This needs to be factored in to the service planning and budget allocation 
process for 2013–2015.

17/12/2015WRCC00150Departmental Expenditure

17/12/2015WRCC00200414. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the original estimate for each 
year’s expenditure and the final outturn for each of the years 2011 to date, in tabular form, based 
on the new Estimates procedures that commenced in 2015 and excluding any expenditure that 
no longer falls under his Department’s remit, such as child and family services. [45707/15]

17/12/2015WRCC00300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information requested by the Deputy is 
set out in the following table.

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Original Esti-
mate As Pub-
lished in REV

€’000 €’000 €’000 €’000 €’000

Dept of Health 
and HSE (Vote 
38 + Vote 39)

13,748,306 13,644,751 13,624,281 12,773,535 12,294,512

Adjust for Child 
and Family 
Agency 

-557,470 -566,710 -563,610

A-in-A’s 1,043,000
Adjusted Origi-
nal Estimate 
Figure

13,190,836 13,078,041 13,060,671 12,773,535 13,337,512

Final Outturn As 
Per Appropria-
tion Account

13,846,658 13,883,508 13,745,751 13,354,591 N/A

Adjust for Child 
and Family 
Agency

-557,470 -566,710 -563,610

Adjusted Gross 
Current Vote

13,289,188 13,316,798 13,182,141 13,354,591 N/A

Notes    

1. These figures relate to the combined Gross Current Expenditure for the Department of 
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Health and the HSE.

2. The Children and Family Service was transferred to the Department of Children and 
Youth Affairs from the 1 January 2014. 

3. The disestablishment of the HSE’s Vote resulted in €1.043 billion of receipts - previously 
reported as Appropriations-in-Aid (A-in-A) in the HSE Vote - being offset against the Gross 
Vote requirement for the Executive for 2015.

17/12/2015WRCC00350Hospital Services

17/12/2015WRCC00400415. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the hospitals which have acute 
medical assessment units and the number of days per week and the number of hours per day 
each of these is open, in tabular form. [45711/15]

17/12/2015WRCC00500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the specific queries raised by 
the Deputy, as these are service matters, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.  If 
you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private 
Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

17/12/2015WRCC00550Departmental Projects

17/12/2015WRCC00600416. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the 25 health priorities for 2015 
he announced on 27 January 2015, indicating which of these have been fully achieved as of 15 
December 2015, in tabular form.  [45712/15]

17/12/2015WRCC00700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information sought by the Deputy is set 
out in the following table.  The information reflects the current position with delivery of com-
mitments continuing and further planned review of achievements scheduled for early January.

No Priority Current Status
Priority Area: Healthy Ireland

1 Introduce major Public Health Bills (Alcohol, 
Standardised Packaging of Tobacco, Licensing 
of Sale of Tobacco)

Achieved

2 Publish the findings from the first Healthy Ire-
land survey, giving an overview of the health 
of the nation for the first time since 2007.

Achieved

Priority Area: Patient Outcomes and Safety
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No Priority Current Status
3 Reduce number of patients with delayed 

discharges by one third to less than 500 and 
number of patients on trolleys in EDs waiting 
for admission for over 9 hours by one third to 
less than 70

The numbers of delayed 
discharges have fallen from 
830 in December 2014 to 
582 on 15 December. The 
average number of patients 
waiting greater than 9 hours 
in Quarter 4 in December to 
date (1 Oct - 4 Dec) is 109, 
down from 173 in February. 

Currently the numbers in 
EDs on trolleys are approxi-
mately 25% less than the 
same day last year.

4 Develop and implement a plan to address wait-
ing lists, with a focus on long waiters such that 
nobody will wait longer than 18 months for in-
patient and day case treatment or an outpatient 
appointment with further reduction thereafter 
at no greater than 15 months by year end.

End of December figures are 
not yet available. 

Significant reduction has 
been achieved in recent 
months in the number of 
patients waiting over 15 
months for in-patient/day-
case surgery or outpatient 
consultations. 

5 Continue to reduce the cost of medicines to 
patients and the taxpayer

Interim reductions under the 
current agreement were not 
conceded by the industry 
and the focus has moved to 
the negotiation of a succes-
sor agreement. Preparations 
are advanced between the 
HSE, DPER and the Office 
of Government Procurement 
in advance of the formal 
commencement of negotia-
tions with the industry.  

Preliminary discussions 
have taken place with the 
Irish Pharmaceutical Health-
care Association regarding 
a possible successor pricing 
and supply agreement to the 
current agreement. Formal  
engagement is expected 
to commence in Quarter 1 
2016.
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No Priority Current Status
6 Publish the Review of the Mental Health Act Achieved
7 Extend and implement the National Clinical 

Effectiveness Guidelines
Achieved

8 Agree a plan for extending HIQA regulation to 
other health and social care sectors, commenc-
ing in 2015 with private healthcare providers.

Plan developed and agreed.

9 Progress the reconfiguration of residential 
services as recommended in Time to Move on 
from congregated settings

As of 30 September 2015, 
84 people had moved out 
of congregated settings 
to homes in the commu-
nity with further progress 
planned by the end of 2015.

Priority Area: Universal Health Care
10 Take the first concrete steps to provide a Uni-

versal Health service by extending GP services 
without fees to all under sixes and GP services 
without fees to the over 70s

Achieved. At the start of De-
cember over 200,000 chil-
dren and 93% of GPs had 
signed up to the enhanced 
under 6 GP service and 
about 49,000 people over 70 
had sighed up for GP care 
without fees. 

11 Put in place models of care that improve the 
way people can access services, by supporting 
new models of chronic disease management 
increasing GP access to diagnostic services 
and progressing the provision of minor surgery 
in primary care.

Achieved

12 Commence development of a revised contract 
for publicly funded GP services as part of an 
integrated health service.

Achieved

13 Implement a package of measures to increase 
the number of people with Health Insurance

Achieved. Lifetime Com-
munity Rating introduced as 
well as young adult dis-
counts. Over 100,000 more 
people now have health 
insurance compared with the 
same time in 2014.

14 Universal Health Insurance – complete the 
costing analysis and revert to Government 
with a roadmap on next steps.

Achieved
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No Priority Current Status
Priority Area: Modernise Health Infrastructure 

15 Secure planning permission for the new 
children’s hospital (St James’s campus) and 
satellite centres (Blanchardstown and Tallaght) 
and publish heads of Bill to merge the three 
existing children’s hospitals into one.

Oral hearings in relation to 
planning completed, Deci-
sion expected in Quarter 1 
2016. Work on Heads of Bill 
is underway.

16 Commence works on the new National Foren-
sic Mental Health Services Campus (Portrane).

Achieved

17 Submit planning application for the new Na-
tional Maternity Hospital (St. Vincent’s)

Work to finalise the planning 
application is ongoing.

18 Build nine new primary care centres and more 
through lease arrangements.

Full achievement expected.

Priority Area: Reform
19 Get the hospital groups and community health-

care organisations up and running.
Achieved

20 Publish draft legislation on Assisted Human 
Reproduction and associated research

Policy proposals have been 
agreed by Government and 
it is expected that the Gener-
al Scheme will be completed 
in 2016.

21 Issue the first Individual Health Identifiers and 
increase investment in ICT and eHealth.

Capital Investment in 2015 
increased by 37.5 %. The 
technical capability to assign 
identifiers is now in place. 

22 Develop a new mechanism to ensure imple-
mentation of HIQA recommendations made to 
the HSE

Full achievement expected.

Priority Area: Innovative Funding Models
23 Embed ‘activity based funding’ in the health 

service
Achieved. Activity-Based 
Funding budgets for inpa-
tient and day care services 
are being introduced for the 
38 largest public hospitals. 
Developing ABF budgeting 
for other areas like outpa-
tients will continue in 2015.
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No Priority Current Status
24 Pursue alternative public/private options to 

construct new community nursing units
Achieved. The Department 
completed a major cost 
benefit analysis project on 
capital tax incentives to sup-
port targeted development 
of Nursing Home Facili-
ties. In his budget speech, 
Minister Noonan announced 
changes to the Employment 
and Investment Incentive 
Scheme (EIIS) to allow for 
investment in the extension, 
management and operation 
of nursing homes.

25 Explore the possibility of using social impact 
bonds to provide more resources for drug treat-
ment and rehabilitation

Achieved. Draft of policy 
document has been complet-
ed following consultation 
with other Departments and 
an expert from the UK.

17/12/2015WRCC00750HSE Funding

17/12/2015WRCC00800417. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the funds allocated to the Travel-
2Care scheme in each year from 2008 to date, in tabular form. [45713/15]

17/12/2015WRCC00900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Deputy’s question relates to service 
delivery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him. 

If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my 
Private Office and my officials will follow up the matter with them.

17/12/2015WRCC00950Hospital Admissions

17/12/2015WRCC01000418. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of elective surgi-
cal procedures which have been cancelled and-or postponed in each of the individual hospitals 
across the Saolta University Health Care Group in each month in 2014 and 2015, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45721/15]

17/12/2015WRCC01100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the specific queries raised by 
the Deputy, as these are service matters, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.  If 
you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private 
Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

17/12/2015WRCC01150Disability Services Provision

17/12/2015WRCC01200419. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of assessments 
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of children with possible special needs which are outstanding beyond the time periods permit-
ted by the Disability Act 2005 in Cork city and county. [45732/15]

17/12/2015WRCC01250420. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of the 603 ap-
plications received by the Health Service Executive in respect of children with possible special 
needs in the Cork South Lee area in the 18-month period beginning January 2014 which have 
now been completed. [45733/15]

17/12/2015WRCC01275421. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of applications 
received by the Health Service Executive in respect of children with possible special needs in 
the Cork South Lee area in the 12 months beginning January 2014; and the number of these 
which were completed within the statutory time limits set down by the Disability Act 2005. 
[45734/15]

17/12/2015WRCC01287464. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of children 
awaiting an assessment of need, the number of these assessments that are overdue; the capac-
ity available to deal with the number of children waiting; when a child joining the waiting list 
today will have an assessment under the Disability Act 2005 in Cork city and county; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46213/15]

17/12/2015WRCC01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 419 to 421, inclusive, and 464 together.

Part 2 of the Disability Act 2005 was commenced on 1 June 2007 in respect of children 
aged under 5 years.  In 2008, the then Government decided, in light of financial circumstances, 
to defer further implementation of the Disability Act 2005 and the Education for Persons with 
Special Educational Needs Act 2004.  However, in light of legal advice following a ruling of 
the High Court, children born after 1 June 2002 are being treated by the Health Service Execu-
tive as eligible to apply for an assessment under the Act.  Part 2 of the 2005 Act provides for an 
assessment of the needs of eligible applicants, occasioned by their disability, to be commenced 
within three months of receipt of an application and completed within a further three months.  

The HSE recognises that it faces significant challenges in respect of meeting the statutory 
time-frames which apply to the assessment of need process, given the number and complexity 
of cases, and has taken a number of measures to address the issue.  While any delay in assess-
ment or intervention for any child is not desirable, it should be noted that the assessment pro-
cess under the Disability Act can take place in parallel with any intervention which is identified 
as necessary.

Following the publication of a National Disability Authority report commissioned by the 
Department of Health and the HSE, a major emphasis is being placed on reconfiguring chil-
dren’s disability services into integrated multi-disciplinary geographically-based early-inter-
vention and school-aged teams under the HSE’s Progressing Disability Services for Children 
and Young People Programme.  The key objective of this programme is to bring about equity of 
access to disability services and consistency of service delivery, with a clear pathway for chil-
dren with disabilities, including autism, and their families to services, regardless of where they 
live, what school they go to, or the nature of the individual child’s difficulties.  In 2014, an addi-
tional €4 million was specifically allocated to drive implementation of the programme, equating 
to approximately 80 additional therapy posts.  A further additional €4m (equating to €6m in a 
full year) has been allocated to the programme this year to support its ongoing implementation.  

Improving access to therapy services for children in primary care and in disability services 
is a particular priority for the Government.  Funding is being provided in 2016 to expand the 
provision of speech and language therapy in primary care and to support the reorganisation and 
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expansion of speech and language and other therapies under the Progressing Disability Services 
Programme.  Full implementation of the programme is expected before the end of 2016.

Within this context, I have asked the HSE to provide the Deputy with the detailed opera-
tional information he has requested.  If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 
15 working days, please contact my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

17/12/2015WRCC01550Nursing Education

17/12/2015WRCC01800422. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of midwifery training 
places in place in the main teaching hospitals and the full-year cost of increasing this by 10%. 
[45735/15]

17/12/2015WRCC01900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days, please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

17/12/2015WRCC01950Health Strategies

17/12/2015WRCC02000423. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he has received correspon-
dence from the National Vision Coalition calling for the inclusion of a commitment to publish 
and implement A National Vision Strategy; if he is aware of the report from the coalition en-
titled Economic Cost and Burden of Eye Diseases and Preventable Blindness in Ireland which 
indicated that 75% to 80% of blindness is preventable and that blindness and vision impairment 
cost the State €205 million in 2010, but investment in cost-effective interventions could save 
up to €76 million per year; and his Department’s estimate of the full-year cost of implement-
ing A National Vision Strategy along the lines recommended by the National Vision Coalition. 
[45736/15]

17/12/2015WRCC02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I am aware 
of the correspondence and the report referred to by the Deputy.  Implementation of a vision 
strategy along the lines recommended by the National Vision Coalition has not been costed by 
the Department of Health.

There are a range of health services in place aimed at protecting people’s eye health and 
where necessary providing supports to people with visual impairment.  These services are based 
on the goals and principles of Healthy Ireland which aims to improve the health and well-being 
of the population through a greater emphasis on prevention, early intervention and keeping 
individuals and communities well.  A number of services are provided in primary care and sup-
ported by secondary and specialist services for those who need them. 

The Primary Care Eye Services Review Group, which was established by the HSE, is due 
to report in early 2016.  It will set out a clear blueprint with recommendations for the delivery 
of primary care eye services which will ensure a high quality, safe and consistent service for 
patients.  The National Vision Coalition was among the stakeholders consulted by the Review 
Group.  It should be noted that any cost implications of the Review Group recommendations 
will need to be considered in the context of the financial resources available to the HSE in 2016 
and future years.

17/12/2015WRCC02150Freedom of Information Fees
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17/12/2015WRCC02200424. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the amount his Department has 
received in fees from freedom of information requests in 2014 and in 2015 to date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45761/15]

17/12/2015WRCC02300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information requested by the Deputy is 
contained in the following table.

- 2014 2015
UP-FRONT FEE €2,280.00 N/A
SEARCH AND RETRIEVAL €4,132.32 €885.16

INTERNAL REVIEW €255.00 €190.00
REFUNDS €569.75 €390.00
TOTAL FUNDS RECEIVED €6,097.57 €685.16

17/12/2015WRCC02350Hospital Beds Data

17/12/2015WRCC02400425. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the full-year cost of providing an 
extra 500, 1,000, 1,500 and 2,000 acute hospital beds. [45771/15]

17/12/2015WRCC02500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the specific queries raised by 
the Deputy, as these are service matters, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.  If 
you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private 
Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

17/12/2015WRCC02550Ministerial Staff

17/12/2015WRCC02600426. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of political staff 
working in his Department, including the role and salary of each staff member.  [45788/15]

17/12/2015WRCC02700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information requested by the Deputy is 
set out in the following table.

Name Role To Minister/Minister 
of State

Annual Salary

Brian Murphy Special Adviser Minister €99,370
Nick Miller Press Adviser €87,258
Philip O’Callaghan Personal Assistant 

(Policy and Parlia-
mentary Adviser)

€43,715

Mary Donohoe Personal Secretary €46,934
Patricia Ryan Special Adviser Minister of State €65,000
Bernard Lynch Personal Assistant €54,490
Sara Mongan Personal Secretary €42,891

17/12/2015WRCC02750Legislative Process RIA

17/12/2015WRCC02800427. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health the number of Bills his De-
partment has published since 9 March 2011; the number and Title of those Bills that included 
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a regulatory impact assessment in advance of publication; the regulatory impact assessments 
published; the number of promised Bills for publication; the Bills that will include a regulatory 
impact assessment; the regulatory impact assessments that will be published before publication 
of the relevant Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45810/15]

17/12/2015WRCC02900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The following table shows the Bills pub-
lished by my Department since 9 March 2011 and the Bills currently on the Government’s 
legislative programme for my Department.

Bills published since 9 March 2011 Bills currently on the legislative programme
Public Health (Tobacco) (Amendment) Bill 
2011

Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) (No.1) 
Bill

Medical Practitioners (Amendment) Bill 
2011

Health Information and Patient Safety Bill

Health (Provision of General Practitioner 
Services) Bill 2011

Misuse of Drugs (Amendment) (No.2) Bill

Health Insurance (Miscellaneous Provi-
sions) Bill 2011

Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) (No.2) 
Bill

Clotting Factor Concentrates and Other Bio-
logical Products Bill 2012

Health (Transport Support) Bill

Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical 
Goods) Bill 2012

Assisted Human Reproduction Bill

Health Service Executive (Governance) Bill 
2012

Human Tissue Bill

Health and Social Care Professionals 
(Amendment) Bill 2012

Health and Wellbeing (Calorie Posting and 
Workplace Wellbeing) Bill

Health Insurance (Amendment) Bill 2012 Patient Safety Licensing Bill
Public Health (Tobacco) (Amendment) Bill 
2013

Public Health (Retail Licensing of Tobacco 
Products) Bill

Health (Alteration of Criteria for Eligibility) 
Bill 2013

Health Act 2007 (Amendment) Bill

Health (Amendment) Bill 2013 Health Reform Bill
Protection of Life During Pregnancy Bill 
2013

New Children’s Hospital Establishment Bill

Health (Alteration of Criteria for Eligibility) 
(No. 2) Bill 2013
Health Insurance (Amendment) Bill 2013
Health Identifiers Bill 2013
Health Service Executive (Financial Mat-
ters) Bill 2013
Public Health (Sunbeds) Bill 2013
Health (General Practitioner Service) Bill 
2014
Public Health (Standardised Packaging of 
Tobacco) Bill 2014
Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 
2014
Medical Practitioners (Amendment) Bill 
2014
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Bills published since 9 March 2011 Bills currently on the legislative programme
Health Insurance (Amendment) Bill 2014
Misuse of Drugs (Amendment) Bill 2015
Health (General Practitioner Service) Bill 
2015
Public Health (Alcohol) Bill 2015
Health Insurance (Amendment) Bill 2015

Regulatory Impact Assessments (RIAs) were carried out in advance of publication of the 
Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Bill 2012, the Health (Amendment) Bill 2013 
in part, the Public Health (Sunbeds) Bill 2013, the Public Health (Standardised Packaging of 
Tobacco) Bill 2014 and the Public Health (Alcohol) Bill 2015.  RIAs were published in advance 
with the exception of the RIA on the Public Health (Sunbeds) Bill 2013 which was published 
after the Bill. 

Regarding the Bills currently on the Government’s legislative programme, it is intended 
at this stage to include an RIA on the Misuse of Drugs (Amendment) (No.2) Bill, the Health 
(Transport Support) Bill, the Assisted Human Reproduction Bill, the Patient Safety Licensing 
Bill, the Human Tissue Bill, the Health and Wellbeing (Calorie Posting and Workplace Wellbe-
ing) Bill, the Health Act 2007 (Amendment) Bill and the Public Health (Retail Licensing of 
Tobacco Products) Bill.  In most cases it is intended to publish the RIA in advance of the pub-
lication of the Bills.  The RIA for the Health Information and Patient Safety Bill was published 
on my Department’s website in November 2015.

17/12/2015WRCC02950Nursing Homes Support Scheme

17/12/2015WRCC03000428. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing approval, the number approved but awaiting funding, and the expected waiting time for a 
person from the date of application to the approval date for funding under the nursing home sup-
port scheme in Cork city and county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45827/15]

17/12/2015WRCC03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.  If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office 
and they will follow up the matter with them.

17/12/20117/12/2015WRDD00150Hospital Waiting Lists

17/12/2015WRDD00200429. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health to provide certain informa-
tion regarding public hospital waiting lists (details supplied). [45828/15]

17/12/2015WRDD00250430. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health to provide certain informa-
tion regarding public hospital waiting lists for surgery (details supplied). [45829/15]

17/12/2015WRDD00300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 429 and 
430 together.

In relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service matters, I have 
asked the HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 
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15 working days, please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

17/12/2015WRDD00450Orthodontic Service Waiting Lists

17/12/2015WRDD00600431. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of children on 
a waiting list for orthodontic assessment and treatment in Cork city and county, including, in 
each case, the number of those waiting up to six months, those waiting six months to 12 months, 
those waiting 12 months to 24 months and those waiting more than 24 months; the steps the 
Health Service Executive is taking to reduce these waiting lists; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45832/15]

17/12/2015WRDD00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE pro-
vides orthodontic treatment to those who have been assessed and referred for treatment before 
their 16th birthday.  It should be noted that the nature of orthodontic care means that immediate 
treatment is not always desirable.  It is estimated that in up to 5% of cases it is necessary to wait 
for further growth to take place before treatment commences.  Patients are assessed by the HSE 
Orthodontic Service under the modified Index of Treatment Need.  Patients with the greatest 
level of need are provided with treatment by the HSE.  Information on waiting times is collated 
by the HSE by region and for the intervals as shown below.  Cork City and County are part of 
the HSE South region.  The most recent information relates to the third quarter of 2015.

HSE South

Waiting time 
from referral 
to assessment 

1 - 6 months 7 - 12 
months 

13 - 24 
months

&gt;2 years Total 

No. of Pa-
tients 

1,329 551 3 0 1,883

Waiting time from 
assessment to com-
mencement of treat-
ment

 1 - 6 
months

7 - 12 
months

13 - 24 
months

25 - 36 
months

37 - 48 
months

Over 48 
months

TOTAL

No. of patients 662 802 994 783 666 306 4,213
A pilot scheme in the Dublin North East area (DNE), which involves up-skilling staff to 

work as orthodontic therapists, is currently underway.  One member of the dental hygienist staff 
and one member of the dental nursing staff completed a one-year training course in September 
2015.  They are now working in the HSE under the supervision of specialist orthodontists.  The 
scheme is currently undergoing an evaluation, which includes consideration of how the scheme 
is affecting waiting lists.  Figures are currently being collated and early indications are positive.  
It is planned to extend the scheme nationally after the evaluation has been completed. 

In addition, a national procurement process is currently underway to provide treatment for 
certain categories of misalignment by a panel of independent practitioners under contract to the 
HSE over the next three years, with consideration of an extension to four years.  This initiative 
will especially focus on those waiting for four years or longer.  Tenders are currently being 
evaluated and contracts will be awarded in the coming weeks.  It is expected that these initia-
tives will have a positive impact on waiting times.

17/12/2015WRDD00750HSE Properties



Questions - Written Answers

436

17/12/2015WRDD00800432. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the number of community homes 
that were bought in counties Longford and Westmeath over the past ten years; the cost of each;  
and his long-term objective for them. [45840/15]

17/12/2015WRDD00900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the management of the health property 
portfolio is a service matter, the HSE has been requested to reply directly to you.

If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my 
Private Office who will follow up.  

17/12/2015WRDD00950HSE Staffing

17/12/2015WRDD01000433. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding Health Service Executive drivers in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45897/15]

17/12/2015WRDD01100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days, please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

17/12/2015WRDD01150Home Help Service Provision

17/12/2015WRDD01200434. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 195 of 19 November 2015, the criteria which were not met by a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cavan to enable the person to receive home help hours, and the issues that 
were taken into account; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45900/15]

17/12/2015WRDD01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter, it has again been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.  If 
you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private 
Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

17/12/2015WRDD01350Disability Services Funding

17/12/2015WRDD01400435. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Health to ensure that the Health 
Service Executive immediately engages in meaningful negotiations (details supplied) with rep-
resentatives of Camphill Communities, as the financial situation requires immediate action. 
[45903/15]

17/12/2015WRDD01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Govern-
ment is committed to protecting frontline health and personal social services needs for people 
with disabilities.  The Government currently provides funding of approximately €1.5 billion to 
the Disability Services Programme through the Health Service Executive’s National Service 
Plan for 2015.

In 2015, the HSE is seeking to maximise the provision of services within available resources 
and to maintaining a consistent level to that provided in 2014, by providing the following spe-
cialist disability services:

- residential services to around 9,000 people with a disability; 
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- day services to over 22,000 people with intellectual and physical disabilities; 

- respite residential support of 190,000 overnights for people with intellectual and physical 
disabilities; and

- 3.9 million hours of Personal Assistant/Home Support Hours.

Additional funding of €6 million has been allocated in the HSE National Service Plan in 
2015 to provide day places for an estimated 1,400 young people finishing school and rehabilita-
tive (life-skills) training.  €4m in additional funding has also been allocated in the Plan to de-
liver an increase in the services for children with disabilities and reduce waiting lists under the 
Progressing Disability Services for Children and Young People (0-18s) Programme.   

I have been informed that the HSE is acutely aware of the resource shortfall presented by 
Camphill and is currently engaging with them to develop an agreed set of proposals to resolve 
the challenges over an agreed period of time.  This includes a commitment to supporting the 
organisation to re-configure the current model of service and funding arrangements to a more 
sustainable model while still maintaining the particular ethos of the service. 

I understand that as part of this process of engagement, the HSE requested Camphill to 
consider how its model of service provision may change over the coming years as Disability 
Services are reformed.  The HSE will work closely with Camphill to shape a five year plan to 
secure the additional resources required to ensure the future of the organisation in a sustainable 
way. 

I have been assured by the HSE that it will continue to work with Camphill and be as sup-
portive as possible within current financial constraints.

17/12/2015WRDD01550HSE Staffing

17/12/2015WRDD01600436. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health if he is aware of the 
overwhelming vote by cleaners at Letterkenny General Hospital in favour of industrial action 
over a decision to outsource the cleaning of the outpatient department and their fears regard-
ing creeping privatisation of cleaning services; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[45904/15]

17/12/2015WRDD01700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days, please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

17/12/2015WRDD01750Ambulance Service Provision

17/12/2015WRDD01800437. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision 
of additional ambulances for County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45911/15]

17/12/2015WRDD01900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days, please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

17/12/2015WRDD01950HSE Properties
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17/12/2015WRDD02000438. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the Health Service Executive’s 
plans for a hospital building and site (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45925/15]

17/12/2015WRDD02100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Health Service Executive (HSE) oper-
ates a protocol for the disposal of surplus property assets.  This protocol sets out three options.  

1. Does a State Agency require the property?

2. Open market sale, subject to favourable market conditions.

3. Community/voluntary use will be considered only if points 1 and 2 above do not mate-
rialise.

Any proposals for the property in question to must be considered in the context of the capital 
funding available to Health and the Government’s Reform Plan relating to the State’s property 
asset use and management.  In this context, I must advise you that the Health Service Execu-
tive is required to obtain value for money when disposing of surplus property assets.  These 
proceeds will be re-invested in delivering much needed health care infrastructure.  As there 
will always be more projects than can be funded by the Exchequer, facilities which support the 
delivery of core health services must be prioritised within the context of the overall capital en-
velope available to us.  Given the limited funding available and our health infrastructure needs, 
priority for funding must be based on verified service needs and all capital funding must be 
directed to supporting these core services.  The HSE is concentrating on applying the limited 
funding available for capital works in the most effective way possible to meet health care needs 
now and in the future.   

In addition, consideration must be given to the Government’s Reform Plan which sets out 
commitments relating to property asset use and management.  These commitments include en-
suring that optimal value for money is achieved in the management of the State’s property port-
folio.  The development and implementation of the Property Management Delivery Plan has 
been one of the outcomes of the reform process.  This plan aims to improve the planning and 
management of the public service property portfolio by improving co-ordination of strategies 
and activities, processes for strategic planning, projects and property management, standards 
for accommodation fit-out and data capture, accountability for decision making and deploy-
ment of resources. 

The HSE has been requested to reply directly to you as regards its plans for the property in 
question.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up.

17/12/2015WRDD02150General Practitioner Contracts

17/12/2015WRDD02200439. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 1 of 3 December 2015, the progress following the ongoing negotiations; if he or the 
Health Service Executive has an indication of the number of rural general practitioners expect-
ed to retire in each of the next five years; if he is satisfied with the executive’s revisions to the 
rural general practitioner supports; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45999/15]

17/12/2015WRDD02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Discussions 
between the HSE, the Department of Health and the Irish Medical Organisation on a compre-
hensive review of the General Medical Services (GMS) and other publicly-funded health sector 
contracts involving GPs are ongoing.
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As stated previously, the HSE has recently reviewed its guidelines for dealing with appli-
cations for a Rural Practice Allowance.  I am satisfied that this will help ensure consistency, 
transparency and fairness in decision-making in respect of the relevant discretionary provisions 
of the GMS contract pertaining to the granting or otherwise of the allowance to new applicants.

In regard to the number of rural GPs expected to retire over the next five years, as this is a 
service issue, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.  
If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Pri-
vate Office and they will follow up the matter with the Executive.

17/12/20117/12/2015WREE00200Hospital Services

17/12/2015WREE00300440. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the status of the new diabetes 
day centre at Kerry General Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46001/15]

17/12/2015WREE00400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

17/12/2015WREE00500Palliative Care for Children

17/12/2015WREE00600441. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if, and the first date on which, 
a position for a paediatric palliative care nurse specialist to serve County Donegal, to be based 
at Letterkenny General Hospital, was advertised; the number of applicants for this post; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [46008/15]

17/12/2015WREE00700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

17/12/2015WREE00800Magdalen Laundries Data

17/12/2015WREE00900442. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the cost of broadening the 
scheme for women living abroad who suffered in the Magdalen laundries, who are now entitled 
to free general practitioner services, prescribed drugs, surgical appliances, nursing and home 
help services, dental, ophthalmic and aural services, counselling, chiropody and physiothera-
py, upon their return to Ireland, to include all returning Irish emigrants over 65 years of age. 
[46013/15]

17/12/2015WREE01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Redress 
for Women Resident in Certain Institutions Act 2015, inter alia, provided for a range of primary 
and community health services to be made available without charge from 1st July 2015 to a 
woman who was resident in a specified institution and who has accepted a formal offer made to 
her by the Minister for Justice and Equality under the ex-gratia payments scheme.

Only participants in the scheme who reside outside Ireland are entitled to access the speci-
fied primary and community health services under the Act if they visit or return to Ireland.  
There is no basis for providing similar access to non-scheme participants.  It is not possible to 
attempt a costing in respect of an extension of the terms of the Act to a wider group within the 
population without a detailed understanding of the underlying assumptions, for example in rela-
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tion to the number of persons projected to benefit and the extent to which such persons might 
qualify on means or age grounds for a number of existing schemes or supports.

17/12/2015WREE01100Health Services

17/12/2015WREE01200443. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if services will be expedited 
for a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46017/15]

17/12/2015WREE01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the par-
ticular issue raised by the Deputy relates to an individual case, this is a service matter for the 
Health Service Executive.  Accordingly, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 
working days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

17/12/2015WREE01400Hospital Waiting Lists

17/12/2015WREE01500444. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the status of the rescheduling 
of surgery for a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [46028/15]

17/12/2015WREE01600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the Health Service Executive, sets out the 
processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

17/12/2015WREE01700Speech and Language Therapy

17/12/2015WREE01800445. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of additional speech 
and language therapists to be recruited by the Health Service Executive in 2016 and the full-
year cost of same. [46041/15]

17/12/2015WREE01900446. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of additional phys-
iotherapists to be recruited by the Health Service Executive in 2016 and the full-year cost of 
same. [46042/15]

17/12/2015WREE02000447. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of additional occupa-
tional therapists to be recruited by the Health Service Executive in 2016 and the full-year cost 
of same. [46043/15]
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17/12/2015WREE02100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 445 to 447, 
inclusive, together.

I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly on these matters.  If you have not 
received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matters with them.

17/12/2015WREE02200Hospital Waiting Lists

17/12/2015WREE02300448. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
in the South Infirmary Victoria University Hospital in Cork for a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46051/15]

17/12/2015WREE02400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the Health Service Executive, sets out the 
processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

17/12/2015WREE02500Registration of Nurses

17/12/2015WREE02600449. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason for the lengthy delays 
in nursing registration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46055/15]

17/12/2015WREE02700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I wish to thank the Deputy for the matter 
raised.

Given that this is an operational matter, it is appropriate that it should be dealt with by the 
NMBI. I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NMBI for attention and direct reply.

If you have not received a reply from the NMBI within 15 working days, please contact my 
Private Office  and they will follow up the matter with them.

17/12/2015WREE02800Treatment Abroad Scheme

17/12/2015WREE02900450. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if approval will be forth-
coming for treatment overseas for a person  (details supplied) in County Kildare who has mul-
tiple and challenging conditions requiring surgery which is available outside the European 
Union; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46071/15]
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17/12/2015WREE03000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The HSE operates the Treatment Abroad 
Scheme (TAS) for persons entitled to treatment in another EU/EEA member state or Switzer-
land under EU Regulation (EC) No. 883/2004, as per the procedures set out in EU Regula-
tions (EC) No. 987/2009, and in accordance with Department of Health Guidelines.  Patients 
have the ability to apply to the HSE TAS seeking access to public healthcare outside the State 
through model form E112.  The application requires the patient’s Irish-based public referring 
hospital consultant, following clinical assessment, to certify, among other things, that the treat-
ment is medically necessary and will meet the patient’s needs. The treatment must not be avail-
able within the State or not available within a time normally necessary for obtaining it.

There is no statutory framework for referral of patients outside the EU/EEA Member States. 
In the instance that a consultant wishes to refer a patient to a non-EU/EEA country, the HSE ap-
plies the TAS administrative process and documentation for the purposes of such applications. 
Such applications for treatment in non-EU/EEA countries are required to include evidence that 
the treatment is not available within the EU/EEA.

The HSE has advised that an application under the Scheme has yet to be received in respect 
of the case detailed by the Deputy. In the first instance an application to the HSE will require to 
be made. Full details of the application process are available on the HSE website.

17/12/2015WREE03100Hospital Waiting Lists

17/12/2015WREE03200451. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health if a date for surgery will be ar-
ranged for a person (details supplied); the reasons for the delay; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46078/15]

17/12/2015WREE03300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the Health Service Executive, sets out the 
processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

17/12/2015WREE03400Neuro-Rehabilitation Policy

17/12/2015WREE03500452. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he is committed to the national 
policy and strategy for the provision of neuro-rehabilitation services; the funding he has allo-
cated for it in 2015 and in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46089/15]

17/12/2015WREE03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): A Steering 
Group led by the Health Service Executive (HSE) Social Care Division, with representation 
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from the National Clinical Programmes for Rehabilitation Medicine and Neurology, Depart-
ment of Health, Primary Care, Therapy Professions and the Neurological Alliance of Ireland 
has been assigned the task of developing an implementation framework for the National Pol-
icy and Strategy for Neuro-Rehabilitation Services.  Once the implementation framework has 
been agreed by the Steering Group, it will go for consultation to the wider stakeholder interest 
groups.  Following this consultation the framework will be revised and will guide and oversee 
the reconfiguration and development of Neuro-rehabilitation structures and services at national 
and local level, from within existing resources.

In August 2015, my colleague, the Minister for Health, announced an additional €15 mil-
lion for the redevelopment of the National Rehabilitation Hospital (NRH) in Dún Laoghaire.  
This allocation will now enable the NRH and the HSE to proceed with a new 120 bed building 
on the Dún Laoghaire campus.  The redeveloped facility will be purpose built to accommodate 
integrated therapy services, hydrotherapy and sports facilities.

Outside of the Clinical Programme, the HSE’s Disability Services Division has a role in cer-
tain key aspects of Neuro-Rehabilitation Services, primarily the provision of community based 
therapy services, and personal social services, often funded through partner service providing 
agencies in the non-statutory sector.  The Disability Services Division will focus on Disability 
funded rehabilitation services in 2016, and enable reconfiguration of existing provision through 
the establishment of demonstration sites.  Close links will be maintained with the Rehabilitation 
Medicine Clinical Programme to ensure that there is no duplication of effort and that all initia-
tives receive optimal support.  Demonstration sites have been identified by Disability Services 
and mapping has commenced.

  Question No. 453 answered with Question No. 411.

17/12/2015WRFF00300Orthodontic Service Provision

17/12/2015WRFF00400454. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the status of the Health Service 
Executive’s review of orthodontic services; the number of tenders received by the executive; 
the number of contracts that will be awarded; and when successful applicants will be notified. 
[46122/15]

17/12/2015WRFF00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): A national 
procurement process is currently underway to provide treatment for certain categories of mis-
alignment by a panel of independent practitioners under contract to the HSE over the next three 
years, with consideration of an extension to four years. This initiative will especially focus on 
those waiting for four years or longer. Tenders are currently being evaluated and contracts will 
be awarded in the coming weeks. As this tender process is still ongoing, the HSE can make no 
further comment at this time.

17/12/2015WRFF00600Home Help Service Provision

17/12/2015WRFF00700455. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of 
home care hours for a person (details supplied) in County Dublin. [46143/15]

17/12/2015WRFF00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
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Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, he can contact my Private Office and they will 
follow the matter up with the HSE.

17/12/2015WRFF00900Hospital Appointment Status

17/12/2015WRFF01000456. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the status of a medical ap-
pointment for a person (details supplied) in County Killkenny; and the action he will take to 
address this matter.  [46149/15]

17/12/2015WRFF01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If you have not re-
ceived a reply within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office and they will follow 
up the matter with them.

17/12/2015WRFF01200Hospital Services

17/12/2015WRFF01300457. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of a 24-7 
catherisation laboratory at University Hospital Waterford. [46159/15]

17/12/2015WRFF01400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Services at the Regional Cardiac Catheteri-
sation Laboratory (cath lab) at University Hospital Waterford are led by three Consultant Inter-
ventional Cardiologists and their teams. This service is developing in line with best practice and 
the national clinical programme for acute coronary care. 

The cath lab in UHW performs approximately 40 invasive cardiovascular procedures each 
week and offers a comprehensive range of invasive and non-invasive diagnostic services. This 
includes the insertion of stents, pacemakers and implantable defibrillators.

Primary PCI is undertaken with STEMI heart attacks which are about 20% of all heart at-
tacks. It is done in a cath lab by an experienced cardiologist. The cath lab in UHW is open five 
days a week from 8.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Patients who require Primary PCI outside these hours 
are transferred to Cork University Hospital or to a Dublin hospital. However it is important to 
note that 24 hour, 7 day a week consultant medical cover for cardiac patients is provided in 
UHW.

I am aware that UHW is committed to the progressive extension of the current PPCI service. 
However, the reality is that any extension to the service will require significant investment, both 
capital and revenue. 24 hour emergency PPCI cover requires, as a minimum, two cath labs on 
site. It also requires a minimum of 6 interventional cardiologists. As for any complex acute hos-
pital service, a key criterion for deciding whether a 24 hour PPCI service should be provided, is 
whether there is sufficient volume of appropriate patient activity to ensure the safe provision of 
the service. Without sufficient volume of service, staff will not be in a position to maintain their 
skills and in those circumstances, it will not be possible to provide a safe service.

Funding for new developments is limited and it is of critical importance that the available 
funds are targeted appropriately. UHW is a constituent hospital of the South South West Hos-
pital Group. The priority to be afforded to the expansion of the PPCI service in Waterford must 
first be considered from a hospital group perspective and in relation to the planning for the car-
diology needs of the Group population.  The development must then be considered in a national 
context, and in the light of competing demands for scarce resources.
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This proposal remains to be considered and prioritised by the HSE.  In this regard, I have 
asked the HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 
15 working days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

17/12/2015WRFF01500Palliative Care Facilities

17/12/2015WRFF01600458. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of a pal-
liative care centre at University Hospital Waterford. [46160/15]

17/12/2015WRFF01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply. If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them.

17/12/2015WRFF01800Medical Workforce Data

17/12/2015WRFF01900459. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Health the number of staff and medical 
professionals employed at University Hospital Waterford. [46161/15]

17/12/2015WRFF02000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

17/12/2015WRFF02100Primary Care Centre Provision

17/12/2015WRFF02200460. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of a pri-
mary care centre in Dungarvan in County Waterford. [46162/15]

17/12/2015WRFF02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Dun-
garvan Primary Care Centre is one of 14 to be delivered as a single PPP project.  Following a 
detailed tender evaluation process the National Development Finance Agency announced the 
Prime-Balfour Beatty consortium as the preferred tenderer in May 2015.  Construction is sched-
uled to begin in early 2016 and it is expected that the primary care centres will be delivered 
by early 2017. In the meantime work is continuing on the financial and legal provisions of the 
project contract. 

17/12/2015WRFF02400Mental Health Services Provision

17/12/2015WRFF02500461. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the protocols and guide-
lines in place to govern the admittance into a residential psychiatric facility for voluntary and 
for involuntary patients; if the ability of a family to care for a loved one with mental health 
problems is taken into account; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46184/15]

17/12/2015WRFF02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Mental 
Health Act 2001 sets out the procedures and safeguards regarding the admission and treatment 
of persons to approved centres particularly insofar as involuntary patients are concerned.  It also 
seeks to protect the rights of everyone using the mental health services.

Details relating to the admittance of persons to residential psychiatric facilities are set out 
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in the Mental Health Commission’s ‘Code of Practice on Admission, Transfer and Discharge to 
and from an Approved Centre’.  This code of practice requires that residents should be actively 
involved in the admission process and in the development of individual care and treatment 
plans.  The code also states that the resident’s family/carer and/or chosen advocate should be 
involved in the admission process and in the development of the care and treatment plan with 
the resident’s consent.  Where the resident has no advocate, one can be made available.

In addition, the National Standards for Mental Health Services are set out in another Mental 
Health Commission document ‘Quality Framework Mental Health Services in Ireland’.  Theme 
six of this framework relates to ‘Family/chosen advocate involvement and support’ and goes on 
to state that families/chosen advocate should receive information about what services are avail-
able, how they work and  how to access them, especially in a crisis.  Families/chosen advocates 
should also receive support from the mental health team through an assigned member of staff. 
The level of support required is provided based on identified need.

Following the publication of an Expert Group review of the Mental Health Act 2001, a ma-
jor reform of current mental health legislation is underway to reflect the recommendations of 
the Expert Group. A number of the recommendations of the Expert Group will further strength-
en and enhance the protections of both voluntary and involuntary patients for the admittance  to 
residential psychiatric facilities as well as increasing the powers of the Mental Health Commis-
sion to make standards in respect of all mental health services. In addition, the Expert Group 
recommended that the revised legislation should proactively encourage and support patients to 
involve family and/or carers in the admission process and in the development of care and treat-
ment plans with the patient’s consent. The Group also recommended that all relevant profes-
sional bodies involved in mental health care should ensure their codes of practice guidelines for 
practitioners reflect the need to involve families and/or carers in the development of care and 
treatment plans with the patient’s consent.

17/12/2015WRFF02700Pre-Hospital Emergency Care Council

17/12/2015WRFF02800462. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health his views on the decision by 
the Pre-Hospital Emergency Care Council not to accept applications for paramedic employ-
ment posts from paramedics who have successfully completed the international paramedic 
programme through the Emergency Services Training Institute in conjunction with Crowder 
College of Missouri in the United States of America; if he is aware that paramedics trained on 
this programme can apply for posts in the British National Health Service; if he will ensure 
that such qualified personnel are not denied the opportunity to work here; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [46201/15]

17/12/2015WRFF02900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Pre-Hospital Emergency Care Council 
(PHECC) is the independent national certification and registration body for emergency medical 
technicians in Ireland, including paramedics and advanced paramedics.

PHECC provides recognition of training institutions for provision of specific training cours-
es.  It may also provide recognition of professional qualifications in pre-hospital emergency 
care obtained from institutions other than recognised institutions, at a level of competence 
determined by the Council.

PHECC has appropriate procedures for considering recognition of qualifications other than 
from approved institutions. Any individual wishing to register as a paramedic in Ireland should 
therefore contact PHECC in the first instance.
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17/12/2015WRFF03000Nursing Home Accommodation

17/12/2015WRFF03100463. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when funding will be allocated 
for the refurbishment of a nursing home (details supplied) in County Roscommon; the reason 
for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46209/15]

17/12/2015WRFF03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I recently 
announced an additional €200 million capital allocation for refurbishment or replacement of 
social care facilities for older persons to allow such facilities to comply with relevant National 
Standards by 2021. The HSE is formulating its plans for the application of this funding, and 
once these plans are ready they will be discussed in detail with the Health Information and 
Quality Authority.  The HSE will also support relevant voluntary providers with which it has 
service level agreements in submitting individual plans.  In advance of that process it is not pos-
sible to comment on any individual facility.

  Question No. 464 answered with Question No. 419.

17/12/2015WRFF03400Speech and Language Therapy

17/12/2015WRFF03500465. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health why a child (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare is the only child in a class who is not able to access occupational 
therapy and speech and language therapy, given the clear demonstrated need; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46216/15]

17/12/2015WRFF03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the par-
ticular issue raised by the Deputy relates to an individual case, this is a service matter for the 
Health Service Executive.  Accordingly, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 
working days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

17/12/2015WRGG0010017/12/2015WRGG00150Medicinal Products Availability

17/12/2015WRGG00200466. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the decisions he has made 
regarding the funding of Orkambi, a medicine that, according to reports, has improved the lives 
and conditions of cystic fibrosis sufferers; if he will ensure sufferers can access it through the 
Health Service Executive; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46229/15]

17/12/2015WRGG00300477. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his plans for the approval of Ork-
ambi for the treatment of cystic fibrosis, given its recent approval by the European Medicines 
Agency. [46347/15]

17/12/2015WRGG00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 466 and 477 together.

The HSE has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimbursement of me-
dicinal products under the community drug schemes in accordance with the provisions of the 
Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. Prior to reimbursing any medicine, 
the HSE considers a range of statutory criteria, including clinical need, cost-effectiveness and 
the resources available to the HSE.

The decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
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scientific and economic grounds by the HSE on the advice of the National Centre for Pharma-
coeconomics (NCPE). They are not political or ministerial decisions. The NCPE conducts the 
health technology assessment of pharmaceutical products for the HSE, and can make recom-
mendations on reimbursement to assist the HSE in its decision-making process.

Vertex Pharmaceuticals, the manufacturer of Orkambi™, submitted a Rapid Review ap-
plication for the drug to the NCPE on 26 November 2015. The company is expected to submit 
a full pricing and reimbursement application to the HSE/Primary Care Reimbursement Service 
in the immediate future. 

Once this application is received, it will be considered by the HSE in line with criteria set 
out in the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013 and using the processes out-
lined in national pricing framework agreements.

17/12/2015WRGG00450Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRGG00500467. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the number of appointments to 
State boards under the aegis of his Department and the number of appointments that have been 
advertised on his Department’s website since March 2011; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [46256/15]

17/12/2015WRGG00600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The nomination and appointment process 
for boards of bodies under the aegis of my Department is set out in legislation. In line with Gov-
ernment Decision S180/20/10/1617 of 2014 and Guidelines set out by the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform relating to the advertising for expressions of interest in vacancies on 
State Boards, my Department, in conjunction with the Public Appointments Service currently 
advertises for board vacancies as they arise, where I, as Minister for Health, have nominating 
rights under relevant legislation. The notices about forthcoming vacancies are advertised on the 
stateboards.ie website and are also placed on my Department’s website.

There have been over 700 appointments made under the aegis of my Department since 
March 2011, of which 360 positions were filled through the advertising process. There are some 
exceptions to the advertising process.  For example, the members of the Hepatitis C Compen-
sation Tribunal are appointed by the Minister, on the advice of the Attorney General, as these 
members carry out a very specific role in relation to assessing the quantum of awards under 
the Hepatitis C Compensation Tribunal Act.  In 2012 and 2013  in the case of some hospital 
boards, e.g. Beaumont and St James’s, the term of existing members was extended as a prudent 
provisional measure, to allow time for appropriate competencies required in members of these 
boards to be set out, given the Health Reform Programme and its impact on hospital configura-
tion.  Appointments of the new board members were subsequently advertised.

Many appointments have been made on the nomination of other bodies as specified in legis-
lation, or were re-appointments. It should be noted that there were no advertising campaigns in 
2011, but 34 appointments were made where the Minister had nominating rights. It should also 
be noted that there are several campaigns ongoing with appointments pending.

17/12/2015WRGG00650Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRGG00700468. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the number of chairpersons ap-
pointed to State boards under the aegis of his Department who have appeared before the rel-
evant Oireachtas joint committee since March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter.  [46271/15]

17/12/2015WRGG00800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): On 30 September 2014 the Government an-
nounced further substantial reforms to the appointment system for Board members, building on 
the model established in 2011, under which all appointments should:

a) be advertised openly on the State Boards website portal operated by the Public Appoint-
ments Service (PAS);

b) meet specific and detailed criteria determined necessary for the effective performance of 
the Board; and 

c) be processed by way of a transparent assessment system designed and implemented by 
the independent Public Appointments Service (PAS). 

The Guidelines published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in 2014 
also stated that persons being proposed by Ministers for appointment as Chairpersons of State 
Bodies/Agencies were required to appear before the Oireachtas Committee on Health and Chil-
dren to discuss the approach they would take in their role as Chairperson and their views about 
the future contribution of the body or Board in question, before they would be  formally ap-
pointed by the Minister. 

Prior to the September 2014 Government Decision, just one Chairperson Designate from an 
agency under the aegis of my Department appeared before the Oireachtas Committee on Health 
and Children. However, since that date all Chairpersons Designate have appeared.  The Chair-
persons Designate in question were from the Boards of the Health Information Quality Au-
thority, Dublin Dental Hospital, Leopardstown Park Hospital, Irish Blood Transfusion Service 
and the Voluntary Health Insurance Board.  The Chairperson Designate of the Health Products 
Regulatory Authority is scheduled to appear before the Oireachtas Committee in January 2016.

17/12/2015WRGG00850Commencement of Legislation

17/12/2015WRGG00900469. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health the details of the Acts cur-
rently in force for which he has lead responsibility and that have Parts or sections yet to be 
formally commenced, including the purpose of same, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46286/15]

17/12/2015WRGG01000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Information is set out in the following table 
on provisions not yet commenced in Acts under the aegis of my Department and enacted since 
March 2011.

Name of Act Detail or purpose of sections 
not yet commenced

Status

Nurses and Midwives Act 
2011 

Sections 4(2), 9(2)(g)(ii), 
37(2)(a), 39,40,41,44,45, 
59(1)(b) re professional 
competence, 59(2)(d), 
65(1)(b), 84, 87 – 91, 
102(2),(3),(5), 103.

This is a comprehensive 
piece of legislation which 
is being commenced on a 
gradual basis.
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Name of Act Detail or purpose of sections 
not yet commenced

Status

Health (Alteration of Crite-
ria for Eligibility) Act 2013

Section 4 - Amendment of 
section 47 of Health Act 
1970 (Appeals).

Pending the establishment 
of an effective date for this 
provision.

Health (Amendment) Act 
2013

Section 4 - Amendment to 
Nursing Homes Support 
Scheme Act 2009Sections 
7(e)(ii) - Amendment to 
Nursing Homes Support 
Scheme Act 2009 and sec-
tions 8,9,10,11(b),12, 19 - 
Amendments to Health Act 
1970

Section 4 allows outsourcing 
of Scheme but no policy yet 
to outsource.Preparations 
for commencement of other 
sections are at an advanced 
stage.

Public Health (Sunbeds) Act 
2014

Section 14 - Training re-
quirements for sunbed busi-
nesses.

For development.

Health Identifiers Act 2014 Sections 7(2)to (6), 10 (1)
(a),(2) and (3), 11 (1) to 
(5),(6)(b) to (f), (7), 12 to 
20, 24, 35 to 39 - for use 
and access to the register of 
Individual Health Identifiers, 
establishing  and operation 
the register of Health Ser-
vice Provider Identifiers and 
related matters.

This is a comprehensive Act 
which is being commenced 
on a phased basis. 

Health (General Practitioner 
Service) Act 2014

Sections 2, 3(a) and 9 - 
Amendments to Health Act 
1970 and other issues.

Pending the establishment 
of an effective date for these 
provisions.

Health (Miscellaneous Pro-
visions) Act 2014

Sections 6(a)(iii), 12(b), 
insofar as it relates to the 
insertion of subsection (1B) 
of section 26 of the Health 
and Social Care Profession-
als Act 2005; sections 21 
and 23.Section 6(a)(iii), part 
of section 12(b) and section 
21 relate to the proposed 
division of the profession 
of radiographer into the two 
professions of radiographer 
and radiation therapist.  Sec-
tion 23 provides for condi-
tions to be attached to the 
registration of a person with 
a relevant medical disability.  
Sections 41-44 - Amend-
ments to Health Act 1970

The commencement of 
section 6(a)(iii), part of 
section 12(b) and section 
21 is awaiting the registra-
tion of radiographers by the 
Radiographers Registration 
Board.  The registration 
system is being updated 
to allow section 23 to be 
commenced.Preparations 
for commencement of these 
sections are at an advanced 
stage.  
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Name of Act Detail or purpose of sections 
not yet commenced

Status

Protection of Children’s 
Health (Tobacco Smoke 
in Mechanically Propelled 
Vehicles) Act 2014

Will be commenced on 1 
January 2016.

Not applicable

Public Health (Standardised 
Packaging of Tobacco) Act 
2015

Not yet commenced. To be commenced in line 
with the Tobacco Products 
Directive in May 2016.

Health (General Practitioner 
Service) Act 2015

Sections 2 and 3(a) - 
Amendments of the Health 
Act 1970

Pending clarification of is-
sues.

17/12/2015WRGG01050Hospital Groups

17/12/2015WRGG01100470. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the details of the model 2, 3 and 
4 hospitals in each hospital group, indicating whether each model 2 hospital is a model 2D, a 
model 2S or a model 2R hospital, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46336/15]

17/12/2015WRGG01200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Smaller Hospitals Framework outlines 
the need for smaller hospitals and larger hospitals to work together within hospital groups.  It 
identifies the need for smaller hospitals to be supported within the hospital group in terms of 
education and training, continuous professional development, the sustainable recruitment of 
high quality clinical staff and the safe management of deteriorating and complex patients.  The 
Framework also outlines in detail the wide range of services that can be provided within the 
smaller hospital and that can transferred from the larger to smaller hospitals within the hospital 
group. 

The reorganisation of hospitals into more efficient and accountable hospital groups will en-
sure that all hospitals will play a vital role in service delivery. As hospital groups develop their 
strategic plans a key requirement will be the development of a more a co-ordinated approach 
to the planning and delivery of services in the range of hospitals in the group, and across the 
hospital groups, with an increased focus on small hospitals managing routine urgent or planned 
care locally and  true emergency or complex planned care managed in the larger hospitals where 
all the relevant clinical expertise can be provided.

In relation to the details of the models of hospitals in each group, as this is a service mat-
ter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the 
HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the 
matter up.

17/12/2015WRGG01250Hospital Beds Data

17/12/2015WRGG01300471. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of beds and wards in 
hospitals (details supplied); the number of these that are currently closed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46337/15]

17/12/2015WRGG01400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Additional funding of €18 million has been 
provided to support the acute hospital system over the winter period by providing additional 
bed capacity and other initiatives to support access to care.
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A further 301 beds are being added to support the acute hospital system over the winter pe-
riod across various locations. As of 16 December, 174 of these beds are now open with a further 
69 to open by year end. 

As of 16 December, a total of 111 hospital beds which had been closed for refurbishment or 
for infection control purposes during 2015 have been re-opened, with further beds opening in 
January 2016. 

As the specific numbers of beds and wards closed in individual hospitals is a service mat-
ter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the 
HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the 
matter up.

17/12/2015WRGG01450Medical Card Data

17/12/2015WRGG01500472. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of medical cards as 
of 1 December 2015; the number of general practitioner cards on the same date; the number for 
each type of card issued on a discretionary basis on that date; and the number for each type of 
card assigned to over 70s on that date. [46341/15]

17/12/2015WRGG01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The following 
are medical and GP visit card figures at 1 December 2015, as requested by the Deputy:

Card Type Total Cards Of which over - 70s
Medical cards 1,732,555 332,894
of which granted involving 
discretion

97,562 8,017

GP Visit cards 424,862 78,154
of which granted involving 
discretion

40,749 37

  Questions Nos. 473 and 474 answered with Question No. 408.

17/12/2015WRGG01750Hospital Trusts

17/12/2015WRGG01800475. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when he received the interna-
tional evidence review on independent hospital trusts undertaken by the Health Research Board 
at his request; when he will publish it; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46345/15]

17/12/2015WRGG01900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): A literature review of Independent Hospital 
Trusts was requested from the Health Research Board by my Department in 2011 to inform 
policy development. Following peer review, it was agreed that the original literature review 
should be supplemented by additional case studies, with appropriate material for integration 
into the literature review identified. The literature review was submitted to the Board of the 
HRB for consideration in September. Following approval by the Board, it was published on the 
HRB’s website on 22 October 2015.

17/12/2015WRGG01950Community Care

17/12/2015WRGG02000476. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the progress made in implement-
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ing each of the 31 recommendations in the 2011 Health Service Executive report Time to Move 
on from Congregated Settings; the timeframe for fully implementing its recommendations; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [46346/15]

17/12/2015WRGG02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE’s 
report “Time to Move on from Congregated Settings – A Strategy for Community Inclusion”, 
(2011) proposes a new model of support in the community by moving people from institutional 
settings to the community, over a seven year time frame. The plan will be rolled out at a regional 
and local level and will involve full consultation. 

In terms of housing, the Department of Health and the Department of the Environment, 
Community and Local Government are working in collaboration to support the transition of 
people with a disability from institutions to social housing in the community under the Govern-
ment’s National Housing Strategy for People with Disability 2011 to 2016.

As part of the implementation process, in 2013 and 2014 one million euro was transferred 
from the Department of Health’s Vote to the Department of the Environment, Community and 
Local Government’s Vote to provide for the ring-fenced social housing costs of up to 150 peo-
ple leaving disability or mental health institutions. At the end of December 2014, it is estimated 
that there were around 3,000 people with a disability living in congregated settings. The HSE 
has prioritised the transition of 150 people from congregated settings in 2015. In 2015, one 
million euro has been allocated to the Department of the Environment, Community and Local 
Government to continue this process.

As the HSE is responsible for leading out on the recommendations on “Time to Move on 
from Congregated Settings – A Strategy for Community Inclusion”, I have arranged for the 
question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  If 
the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, he can contact my 
Private Office and they will follow the matter up with the HSE.

  Question No. 477 answered with Question No. 466.

17/12/2015WRGG02250Hospital Services

17/12/2015WRGG02300478. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the public and voluntary hospi-
tals that carry out magnetic resonance imaging, MRI, scans and the number of persons wait-
ing for this scan for up to three, three plus to six, six plus to nine, nine plus to 12 and 12 plus 
months, at each of these hospitals, as of 10 December 2015 or the nearest available date, in 
tabular form. [46349/15]

17/12/2015WRGG02400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

17/12/2015WRGG02450Hospital Services

17/12/2015WRGG02500479. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the public and voluntary hospi-
tals that carry out computed tomography, CT, scans and the number of persons waiting for this 
scan for up to three, three plus to six, six plus to nine, nine plus to 12 and 12 plus months, at 
each of these hospitals, as of 10 December 2015 or the nearest available date, in tabular form. 
[46350/15]
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17/12/2015WRGG02600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

17/12/2015WRHH0010017/12/2015WRHH00150Hospice Services

17/12/2015WRHH00200480. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the public and voluntary hospi-
tals that carry out bone scans and the number of persons waiting for this scan for up to three, 
three plus to six, six plus to nine, nine plus to 12 and 12 plus months, at each of these hospitals, 
as of 10 December 2015 or the nearest available date, in tabular form.  [46351/15]

17/12/2015WRHH00300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

17/12/2015WRHH00350Hospital Services

17/12/2015WRHH00400481. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the public and voluntary hospi-
tals that carry out angiograms and the number of persons waiting for this for up to three, three 
plus to six, six plus to nine, nine plus to 12 and 12 plus months, at each of these hospitals, as of 
10 December 2015 or the nearest available date, in tabular form. [46352/15]

17/12/2015WRHH00500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

17/12/2015WRHH00550Hospital Services

17/12/2015WRHH00600482. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the public and voluntary hospi-
tals that carry out electroencephalograms, EEG, and the number of persons waiting for this for 
up to three, three plus to six, six plus to nine, nine plus to 12 and 12 plus months, at each of these 
hospitals, as of 10 December 2015 or the nearest available date, in tabular form. [46353/15]

17/12/2015WRHH00700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

17/12/2015WRHH00750Hospital Services

17/12/2015WRHH00800483. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the public and voluntary hospi-
tals that carry out endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography, ERCP, and the number of 
persons waiting for this for up to three, three plus to six, six plus to nine, nine plus to 12 and 12 
plus months, at each of these hospitals, as of 10 December 2015 or the nearest available date, 
in tabular form.  [46354/15]

17/12/2015WRHH00900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.
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17/12/2015WRHH00950Dental Services Provision

17/12/2015WRHH01000484. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) in County Galway will have dental surgery; the waiting times for dental surgery at 
University Hospital Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46357/15]

17/12/2015WRHH01100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been de-
veloped to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 
This policy, which has been adopted by the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that 
hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

17/12/2015WRHH01150Services for People with Disabilities

17/12/2015WRHH01200485. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 121 of 2 December 2015, his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding 
placements; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46371/15]

17/12/2015WRHH01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE has 
assured me that planning for the needs of young people with disabilities who will leave school 
in 2016 has already commenced and will take into account the lessons learnt from the 2015 
process.

A meeting of the HSE’s National Project Group, which took place in November, has agreed 
the process for 2016. The approach will be to identify the needs of school-leavers earlier and 
where service developments are required to meet these needs, the HSE aims to make decisions 
at an earlier stage in the year so as facilitate a September commencement date for the young 
people concerned. The HSE has now initiated the process of identifying all those that will re-
quire a placement in 2016 and the physical capacity within existing services to accommodate 
these young people.  In addition, as part of the 2016 process, the HSE will also carry out strate-
gic planning for 2017 and 2018.

17/12/2015WRHH01350Services for People with Disabilities

17/12/2015WRHH01400486. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding personal assistants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46372/15]

17/12/2015WRHH01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
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Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, he can contact my Private Office and they will 
follow the matter up with the HSE.

17/12/2015WRHH01550Services for People with Disabilities

17/12/2015WRHH01600487. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the status of a matter (details 
supplied) regarding young adults with intellectual disabilities who are school leavers; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46373/15]

17/12/2015WRHH01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Government 
policy is to enable young people with disabilities to develop the skills they will need to live in-
dependent lives to the greatest extent possible and to receive the supports they need in order to 
achieve this.  Every year, young people with disabilities finish their second level education and 
progress to the next stage in their lives. For most, the hope is that they will progress directly to 
further education, vocational training or employment. Responsibility for the provision of ser-
vices and supports in these areas lies with the Government Departments and agencies that have 
responsibility for providing these services to the whole population.

Some young people who have more complex support needs will require life-skills training 
or day supports provided by the Health Service Executive (HSE).  The HSE, through its Occu-
pational Guidance Service, works with schools, service providers, young people with disabili-
ties and their families to identify training needs and explore suitable options.

One of the most significant projects currently being progressed by the HSE is the imple-
mentation of the person-centred approach to day services outlined in New Directions - Report 
on the National Working Group for the Review of HSE funded Adult Day Services. The New 
Directions policy proposes that health-funded day services for adults with disabilities should 
be based on the principles of person-centredness, community inclusion, active citizenship and 
high quality service provision.  The HSE is committed to providing services in a more individu-
alised and person-centred way to people availing of day services including school-leavers and 
those graduating from Rehabilitative (Lifeskills) training, whose service should in future take 
the form of individualised and personally chosen outcome-focused supports.

Each Local Health Office area in the Health Service Executive (HSE) has a dedicated Dis-
ability Manager to coordinate the delivery of services to people with disabilities.  It is open 
to the individual and his family to discuss his options on leaving school with the Disability 
Manager for their area who can be contacted at: Fujitsu House, Unit 100, 4th Floor, Lakeshore 
Drive, Airside, Swords; phone number 01 8953725.

17/12/2015WRHH01750Living Wage

17/12/2015WRHH01800488. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the cost of implementing a living 
wage of €11.50 for all employees directly employed by or in agencies funded by his Depart-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46408/15]

17/12/2015WRHH01900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): There would be only very minimal if any 
additional cost in respect of staff of my Department as the lowest gross annual salary would be 
at or about the equivalent of the €11.50 per hour referred to in your question. 

Information in respect of bodies under the aegis of my Department is being collated and will 
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be forwarded to you as soon as possible. I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly on the 
matter. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

17/12/2015WRHH01950Overseas Missions

17/12/2015WRHH02000489. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he has con-
sulted with the Department of Defence regarding the implications of the deployment of Irish 
troops to Mali, given the potential impact of such a deployment at this time on the perception of 
Ireland’s neutrality abroad; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45531/15]

17/12/2015WRHH02100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): On 16 November, 
in the wake of the horrific attacks in Paris, President Hollande stated that France was invoking 
Article 42.7 of the Treaty on European Union.  The article states that “If a Member State is the 
victim of armed aggression on its territory, the other Member States shall have towards it an 
obligation of aid and assistance by all the means in their power, in accordance with Article 51 
of the United Nations Charter.  This shall not prejudice the specific character of the security and 
defence policy of certain Member States.”

The French Ambassador to Ireland subsequently met with senior officials from my Depart-
ment and senior officials from a number of other Departments, including the Department of 
Defence, for initial discussions as to how Ireland might provide practical assistance to France.  
These Departments are considering how best Ireland can respond, taking account of France’s 
needs, and our resources and expertise.  No decision has been taken regarding the nature of our 
assistance and I do not wish to pre-judge the outcome of ongoing discussions.

The possibility of taking on UN-authorised peacekeeping duties to which France is cur-
rently committed, including in Mali, has been mentioned as one possible option.  The purpose 
of any such deployment would be to ensuring the continued effectiveness of UN-authorised 
peacekeeping missions in the event of a French withdrawal.

Assistance which we provide will be consistent with Irish law and with our longstanding 
policy of military neutrality.

17/12/2015WRHH02150Visa Agreements

17/12/2015WRHH02200490. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the progress 
on establishing a reciprocal E3 visa with the United States of America; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45032/15]

17/12/2015WRHH02300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Achieving relief 
for undocumented Irish migrants in the US remains a priority for the Government in our con-
tacts with the United States.  Through our Embassy in Washington and our Consulates through-
out the U.S., we continue to work closely with high level Government contacts and with many 
other individuals and groups across Irish America and beyond.  The aim of these contacts is 
to achieve relief for undocumented Irish migrants in the US and to improve channels for legal 
migration between Ireland and America.

The objective of achieving an E3 visa agreement between Ireland and the United States  
remains a key element of Ireland’s overall position on U.S. immigration reform and one which 
we regularly emphasise both in contacts with US interlocutors at Ministerial level and through 
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the immigration reform activities of our Embassy in Washington, DC.

As I advised Deputy Naughten when I last updated him on this matter in November, I visited 
New York and Washington DC last September to meet with the US administration, members 
of Congress and Irish community leaders.  On foot of these meetings, a Bill has been tabled 
by Congressman Jim Sensenbrenner in the US House of Representatives.  The Bill is aimed at 
providing access to several thousand E3 visas for Irish citizens.

I warmly welcome this positive step towards meeting the desire of many Irish people to live 
and work in the US for a time, but would also point out that there is much work to be done in 
both Houses of Congress before this Bill might become law.  I am also aware that while this par-
ticular measure would help with our objective of securing improved legal migration channels, 
it would not address the concerns of undocumented citizens currently in the US.  These remain 
a key priority and continue to be the subject of our ongoing contacts with the US authorities.  
In addition, the Government has provided financial support of €1,535,911 in 2015 to assist the 
work of Irish immigration centres who, inter alia, offer advice and support to our undocumented 
citizens.

The Government as a whole, including my Department in Dublin and our Embassy in Wash-
ington, is continuing to engage with Congressman Sensenbrenner and other Congressional con-
tacts, across both sides of the political aisle, to encourage progress on the E3 visa Bill proposed 
by the Congressman through the legislative process.

17/12/2015WRHH02350Human Rights Issues

17/12/2015WRHH02400491. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he 
continues to liaise with the authorities in Egypt on the early release of an Irish citizen (details 
supplied) awaiting trial there; if he continues to pursue all avenues to bringing about a satisfac-
tory conclusion from this person’s point of view; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45671/15]

17/12/2015WRHH02500492. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the steps 
he has taken and continues to take to liaise with the authorities in Egypt to bring about the early 
release of an Irish citizen (details supplied) detained there for a number of years; if the manner 
and method of detention are in accordance with international law; the action likely to follow in 
this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45672/15]

17/12/2015WRHH02600512. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
extent to which he continues to pursue with the authorities in Egypt the ongoing detention and 
postponement of the trial of an Irish citizen (details supplied); if he will seek assurances from 
the Egyptian authorities that due process in accordance with international law will be followed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45717/15]

17/12/2015WRHH02700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 491, 492 and 512 together.

My Department has a clear strategy in this case which is focused on achieving a positive 
outcome at the earliest time possible for this citizen. That strategy is based on two key objec-
tives: first, to see this citizen released by the Egyptian authorities so that he can return to his 
family and his studies in Ireland and, second, to provide consular support for his welfare while 
he remains in detention. 

In furtherance of these objectives, I have intensively engaged with the Egyptian authorities, 
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including the Egyptian Minister for Foreign Affairs and Egypt’s Ambassador to Ireland, and 
with EU and international partners, including High Representative of the European Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Ms. Federica Mogherini. The Taoiseach also raised the 
case in person on two occasions with Egyptian President al-Sisi. The information we receive 
from all of these contacts is carefully considered and used in reviewing our approach to this 
case on a constant basis.

Significant resources in Cairo and in Dublin continue to be deployed in the provision of 
consular assistance to both the citizen and their family. I would also note that Embassy officials 
visited this citizen in detention for the forty-eighth time on 23 November. 

Irrespective of any views regarding the fairness or appropriateness of any arrest abroad, the 
reality is that where an Irish citizen is charged with an offence under the law of a foreign coun-
try, it is the foreign law that applies and it is the relevant foreign court which decides matters 
such as bail and release. While the Irish Government is entitled to expect that its citizens will 
receive a trial similar to that in Ireland, this is not always the case in practice. The Government 
has made several representations to the Egyptian Government about this citizen’s time spent in 
detention without conviction, and has supported applications for release on bail in accordance 
with Egyptian law.

My Department continues to review its approach and retains the flexibility to adjust it as and 
when that may be required, but the Government’s approach is guided at all times by the two key 
objectives set out.

17/12/2015WRJJ0010017/12/2015WRJJ00200Human Rights Issues

17/12/2015WRJJ00300493. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the ex-
tent to which he, the European Union, the United Nations and the international community in 
general continues to focus on meeting the requirements of hardship, human rights deprivation, 
hunger and the threat of genocide arising from the situation in Syria; if any specific steps will be 
taken to safeguard the civilian population either through the provision of safe havens or no-fly 
zones; and if he will make a statement on the matter.   [45673/15]

17/12/2015WRJJ00400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Ending the ca-
tastrophe which has befallen Syria, and which has imposed enormous burdens on the States 
neighbouring Syria, is critical to the stability of the Middle East region, the security and safety 
of the Syrian people and their neighbours.  This has been a key priority for Ireland and its EU 
partners in recent years.

I welcome the announcements of 30 October and 14 November by international stake-
holders, including the European Union and a number of EU Member States, in Vienna on the 
launching of negotiations, the holding of elections, working for a nationwide ceasefire and sup-
porting unimpeded humanitarian access across Syria.  I call on all parties to support the UN’s 
efforts and to commit themselves to work sincerely and with urgency for a nationwide ceasefire 
and a negotiated peace agreement.  Ireland strongly endorses the efforts of the United Nations 
to renew peace negotiations based on the 2012 Geneva communique principles, in particular 
the ending of violence, the formation of a transitional governing body with full executive pow-
ers and a constitutional reform process which would protect Syria’s multi-ethnic and multi-
sectarian character.  

I believe that there must also be legal accountability for victims of the Syrian conflict and 
in 2014 we co-sponsored a resolution called for referral of the situation in Syria to the Interna-
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tional Criminal Court. 

While I am appalled by the actions of the Assad regime  and convinced that a political tran-
sition is needed, I want to make clear that, ultimately, it is the Syrian people’s right to decide on 
Syria’s future national leadership. 

Ireland has pledged that our support for the Syrian people will reach over €42 million by 
the end of 2015.

Any decision on the possible establishment of a mandated safe haven or no-fly zone in Syria 
is a matter which falls to the UN Security Council. There is little prospect that any proposal for 
such a resolution will be approved by the Council at this time.

17/12/2015WRJJ00500Humanitarian Aid

17/12/2015WRJJ00600494. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the ex-
tent to which he and his European Union colleagues continue to focus on issues arising in the 
wake of the Arab spring, with particular reference to those countries now in a state of civil war; 
the extent to which the humanitarian element of the refugee crisis continues to be the centre of 
focus; the likely actions required to address the emerging issues; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.   [45674/15]

17/12/2015WRJJ00700498. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
extent to which the United Nations can exert a positive influence in respect of the issues aris-
ing from the various wars throughout the Middle East; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [45678/15]

17/12/2015WRJJ00800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 494 and 498 together.

Conflicts and crises in the wider Middle East region continue to be of great concern to 
the international community, and to feature prominently on the agenda of the Foreign Affairs 
Council. Some of these conflicts have followed directly from the events of the Arab Spring, 
when authoritarian regimes were challenged and in some cases overthrown. Others have arisen 
separately. There are active conflicts at present in Libya, Syria, Iraq and Yemen, and unrest or 
terrorist attacks in several others.

The United Nations is also actively engaged in efforts to resolve all these conflicts, with 
Special Representatives of the Secretary General leading attempts to convene or advance po-
litical processes as alternatives to fighting. The EU seeks actively to support these efforts in 
whichever way it can.

All of these conflicts give rise to very serious humanitarian concerns, both in relation to the 
violence inflicted on the civil population and the necessity to cope with consequent flows of 
displaced persons and refugees within the region and further afield.

I have reported to the Oireachtas in more detail on all these conflicts, and will continue to 
do so.

17/12/2015WRJJ00900Humanitarian Aid

17/12/2015WRJJ01000495. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if the 
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European Union is likely to speak with one voice in addressing the humanitarian and refugee 
issues arising from conflict in the Middle East; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45675/15]

17/12/2015WRJJ01100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The scale of the 
migration challenge facing the international community is enormous. The conflict in Syria - the 
biggest driver behind this year’s migrant flows - has led to the world’s largest humanitarian cri-
sis. But the problem is bigger than Syria. An estimated 60 million displaced people worldwide 
are on the move, the highest since World War II. They are coming not just from Syria but from 
such places such as Afghanistan, Iraq, Gaza and a dozen or so countries in sub-Saharan and 
North Africa.

For most of this year Migration has been at the very top of the EU agenda. There have been 
no fewer than five special meetings of Justice and Home Affairs ministers devoted to migration 
while Heads of State and Government have debated the issue in three special councils. I and my 
foreign minister colleagues have also addressed the issue many times this year.

In June, the Foreign Affairs Council launched EUNAVFOR Med, the EU’s naval operation 
to disrupt the dangerous activities of people smugglers in the Mediterranean, which have tragi-
cally resulted in the loss of many lives. As the Deputy will know, the crews of the L.E. Niamh, 
Eithne and Samuel Beckett have done sterling work in saving more than 8,500 lives. 

In September, the Government decided accept up to 4,000 asylum seekers and refugees as 
part of the European Commission’s comprehensive plan to address the migration crisis. 

As part of its efforts to develop a comprehensive strategy to address the refugee crisis, the 
EU organised two high level conferences earlier this year. On 8 October, a conference focusing 
on migration flows into the EU through the Eastern Mediterranean and Western Balkans route 
took place in Luxembourg attended by both JHA and Foreign Ministers. The Conference issued 
a Declaration endorsing a five-pronged approach to addressing the migration challenge. 

On 11/12 November EU Heads of State and Government met their African counterparts at a 
migration summit in Valletta. They agreed to establish a Trust Fund to address the root causes 
of migration in Africa. The €1.8 billion Fund is to be augmented by EU member state contribu-
tions. Ireland is contributing €3m.

On 29 November, there was a key meeting of EU Heads of Government with Turkey in 
Brussels at which the EU agreed to provide a financial package worth €3 billion to help Turkey 
accommodate the more than two million refugees residing in the country. As part of the agree-
ment there is to be a concerted effort by Turkey to stem the flow of irregular migrants through 
its territory. This agreement – or Joint Plan of Action – presents a real opportunity to stem the 
flow of such migrants into the EU. 

The scale and complexity of the Migration challenge means that there are no quick fixes. 
But in the past year the European Council, the Foreign Affairs Council, the Justice and Home 
Affairs Council and the General Affairs Council have adopted an extensive programme to ad-
dress the crisis in the short, medium and long-term.

I trust the Deputy will agree that these initiatives demonstrate both the united approach of 
the EU, and its determination to see the refugee crisis resolved as soon as possible. 

17/12/2015WRJJ01200Middle East Peace Process
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17/12/2015WRJJ01300496. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
extent to which the various constituent bodies in the Arab-Israeli conflict continue to make 
themselves available for peace negotiations; if sufficient support exists to instigate a new peace 
process whereby issues of concern on all sides will be addressed before an independent entity; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45676/15]

17/12/2015WRJJ01400505. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the ex-
tent to which the United Nations remains in contact with the Palestinian and Israeli authorities 
with a view to restoring peace negotiations that will examine the extent to which all factions can 
make a contribution; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45685/15]

17/12/2015WRJJ01500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 496 and 505 together.

On a number of occasions in recent years it has proven possible, albeit with very consider-
able international effort, to bring both Israelis and Palestinians into a process of direct talks. 
International pressure has not, unfortunately, been sufficient to bring those talks successfully to 
a conclusion. Many reasons can be suggested for these failures, but they amount essentially to a 
complete lack of trust between the two sides, and a persistent reluctance by the Israeli Govern-
ment to contemplate the difficult choices and compromises without which no negotiation can 
succeed.

I remain convinced that the conflict is entirely capable of resolution, if both sides can be 
convinced that it is in their own interest to end the current situation. The international commu-
nity should concentrate its attention on creating those conditions.

The EU, the UN, the Quartet, the United States, and the Arab League are all active in trying 
to bring the parties and the process forward. There are special representatives of many of these 
permanently in the field.

It is not clear that any independent body, if such a body could be created, could add usefully 
to this already crowded field. I am not aware that either party has ever suggested it might be 
useful. Nor is it clear what such a body could be, who could appoint it, or to what extent it could 
exert any authority or be likely to be accepted by the parties as independent.

17/12/2015WRJJ01600Humanitarian Aid

17/12/2015WRJJ01700497. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
extent to which the international community remains conscious of impending starvation in 
Ethiopia arising from drought or other contributory factors; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45677/15]

17/12/2015WRJJ01800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Ethiopia is current-
ly experiencing one of its worst droughts in almost 30 years.  Official Ethiopian Government 
figures indicate that 10.2 million people will require food assistance in early 2016.  This is in 
addition to the 7.9 million people receiving food and cash transfers as part of the Government’s 
Productive Safety Net Programme.

The Ethiopian Government is leading the response to the current humanitarian crisis.  It has 
provided US$200 million in emergency support in 2015 and a further allocation of $97 million 
has been committed to support food distribution in early 2016.  However, given the scale and 
severity of the crisis, the Ethiopian Government has also requested assistance from the interna-
tional community, including Ireland.
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Our Embassy in Addis Ababa has taken a leading role, on behalf of all development part-
ners, in dialogue with the Ethiopian Government and in advocating for a greater response from 
the international community.  Embassy officials have met with the Ministers of Finance and 
Agriculture to promote the joint response by the Government and international community to 
the crisis.

Ireland has a long-standing engagement with Ethiopia, one of our seven Key Partner Coun-
tries in sub-Saharan Africa. This year alone, we have increased our bilateral programme in 
Ethiopia to nearly €28 million to address poverty, vulnerability and the impact of the current 
humanitarian crisis.

Through our bilateral programme in 2015, we have provided €10.4 million to the Productive 
Safety Net Programme, as well as €3.8 million to the Humanitarian Response Fund managed by 
the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) to address immediate hu-
manitarian needs. A further €1.8 million in humanitarian assistance has been provided through 
NGO partners Trócaire, GOAL and Concern. 

Ethiopia is one of Africa’s most vibrant economies. Timely intervention now will help en-
sure its economic growth and protect development gains. We will continue to monitor the situ-
ation as it unfolds.  In 2016, we anticipate that over 50% of Ireland’s bilateral programme in 
Ethiopia will continue to be targeted at meeting the humanitarian needs of those affected by the 
crisis.

Question No. 498 answered with Question No. 494.

17/12/2015WRJJ02000Middle East Peace Process

17/12/2015WRJJ02100499. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
extent to which the European Union and the United Nations continue to encourage Turkish par-
ticipation in seeking a resolution to strife in the Middle East; the extent to which negotiations in 
respect of Turkey’s membership of the European Union continue to be a feature in this regard; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45679/15]

17/12/2015WRJJ02200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Turkey is a candi-
date country for accession to the European Union. As such, it is working towards aligning itself 
with all aspects of the acquis communautaire, including Chapter 31 which deals with foreign, 
security and defence policy. The European Union maintains regular dialogue with Turkey, in-
cluding on issues of foreign policy, and at a meeting of heads of state or government on 29 
November, the EU agreed to intensity these high-level discussions. Most recently, the Turkish 
Foreign Minister participated in a working lunch with EU Foreign Ministers, which I attended, 
and where we had a productive discussion on the international situation, including Syria.

17/12/2015WRJJ02300Foreign Conflicts

17/12/2015WRJJ02400500. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the ex-
tent to which the European Union and the United Nations continue to focus on the activities of 
Boko Haram with a view to bringing all possible peaceful influence to bear on the situation in 
Nigeria; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45680/15]

17/12/2015WRJJ02500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Ireland, along with 
our EU and UN partners, has consistently condemned the brutal activities of Boko Haram 
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which represent a serious threat to the peace and security of Nigeria, and the wider region, in-
cluding Cameroon, Chad and Niger. They also involve the clear and persistent abuse of human 
rights, especially of women and girls, and a direct threat to education and education facilities.

EU Foreign Ministers adopted detailed Conclusions last February, condemning the appall-
ing atrocities committed by Boko Haram and confirming the EU’s readiness to provide support 
to the region with its full range of instruments.  Since then, an EU Political Framework for 
Crisis Approach for Boko Haram has been developed, and EU support of up to €50 million for 
a Multinational Joint Taskforce has recently been approved. The Multinational Joint Taskforce, 
which involves troops from Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad, Niger and Benin, aims to protect inno-
cent people and to prevent the further spread of Boko Haram terrorism. The EU and UN have 
strongly commended this regional approach.

The EU has pledged to continue providing immediate humanitarian relief to those affected 
by Boko Haram activities and to increase its efforts at a regional level, mobilising €21 million 
in humanitarian funding last June for the four countries concerned. Ireland is also providing di-
rect support of nearly €1.4 million this year to address the humanitarian needs of those affected 
by Boko Haram terrorism, including Nigerian refugees in Northern Cameroon.

The situation has also been discussed at the UN. The Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights convened a meeting on the issue on 30 June and a Special Session of the UN 
Human Rights Council in Geneva on Boko Haram was held to on 1 April.  At these meetings, 
Ireland highlighted the terrible human rights and humanitarian impact of the terrorist violence. 
In July, the UN Security Council adopted a Presidential Statement expressing again its concern 
at the continued threat posed to international peace and security by Boko Haram, and encour-
aged increased regional cooperation to stamp out the terrorist group.

17/12/2015WRJJ02600Humanitarian Aid

17/12/2015WRJJ02700501. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the ex-
tent to which issues of drought, starvation, famine, abuse of human rights and the use of child 
soldiers remain key concerns for the United Nations and the European Union, with particular 
reference to the Horn of Africa; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45681/15]

17/12/2015WRJJ02800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Food security, hu-
man rights and the use of child soldiers remain key concerns for the United Nations and the 
European Union, including in the Horn of Africa.

The region is facing severe food security challenges over the next six months. Unpredict-
able weather conditions, due to the current El Niño weather event, are already causing severe 
droughts and flooding in Ethiopia, Somalia, Sudan, Djibouti and Eritrea. The severe weather 
is particularly affecting agricultural production, and is having a detrimental effect on people’s 
lives and livelihoods.

UN Agencies and the UN Central Emergency Response Fund are playing a key role in pro-
viding humanitarian assistance. The EU has provided funding to respond to the crisis through 
the European Development Fund and the EU humanitarian budget. Further EU support is likely 
to be provided through the recently established EU Trust Fund for Africa, to which Ireland is 
providing €3 million over the coming years.

Ireland has also scaled up our humanitarian responses to reduce the impact on households 
and save lives in the worst-affected places.  Ethiopia, one of Ireland’s seven key partner coun-
tries in sub-Saharan Africa, has been particularly affected by the current drought.  We have in-
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creased our bilateral programme in Ethiopia to nearly €28 million this year to address poverty, 
vulnerability and the impact of the crisis.  An additional €1.8 million in humanitarian assistance 
was provided through NGO partners in Ethiopia. Since 2012, Ireland has provided a total of €60 
million for humanitarian and emergency assistance programmes in the Horn of Africa. 

The human rights situation in the Horn of Africa remains deeply worrying. The UN Human 
Rights Council has been active on several countries in the region, including Somalia, South 
Sudan and Eritrea. The EU promotes human rights in the region through its support to human 
rights NGOs, its work on women’s rights and support for a free and independent media. The 
recently adopted EU Horn of Africa Regional Action Plan highlights human rights, rule of law 
and democratic governance as priority issues for EU engagement. The EU has also appointed a 
Special Representative to the Horn of Africa to co-ordinate EU efforts in the region. 

The Government also monitors the human rights situation in the Horn of Africa and we 
highlight our concerns bilaterally, through the EU, and in the UN Human Rights Council.

There are disturbing reports of the use of child soldiers in several countries in the Horn of 
Africa, particularly Somalia, Sudan and South Sudan. The UN is very active in this area, partic-
ularly through the work of the UN Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Children and Armed 
Conflict, Leila Zerrougui. The most recent UN Report on Children and Armed conflict listed 12 
armed groups in the Horn of Africa that recruit and use children in armed conflict. 

UN Special Representative Zerrougui and UNICEF launched the Children, Not Soldiers   
campaign last year to end and prevent the recruitment and use of children as soldiers. Several 
countries in the Horn of Africa - including security forces and armed groups in Somalia, Sudan, 
and South Sudan - have made commitments under this campaign. 

Ireland has engaged on this important issue through addressing the root causes of poverty 
and under-development and by supporting more targeted and specific interventions through 
UNICEF and the International Criminal Court. We have also intervened on the issue at the UN 
Human Rights Council.

17/12/2015WRJJ02900Western Balkans Issues

17/12/2015WRJJ03000502. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the ex-
tent to which the various countries in the western Balkans continue to meet the acquis commu-
nautaire; the extent to which various objectives continue to be reached in respect of European 
Union membership; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45682/15]

17/12/2015WRJJ03100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): There are currently 
five countries which have Candidate Status, including four in the Western Balkans – Montene-
gro, Serbia, the Republic of Macedonia, and Albania. Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo are 
potential candidate countries.

Ireland has long been a supporter of Enlargement. The European Commission continues to 
work actively to support prospective member states in implementing reforms in order to make 
progress on their respective EU paths, and the 2015 ‘Enlargement Package’ was published on 
10 November. The ‘Package’ includes an overarching strategy, and progress reports on indi-
vidual countries. The Enlargement process was discussed at the General Affairs Council on 15 
December, when Ministers had an opportunity to discuss the progress of individual candidate 
and potential candidate countries in meeting the acquis communautaire, and comprehensive 
conclusions were adopted.
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In general, there has been steady progress in the accession process for states in the Western 
Balkans, with the first two accession chapters being opened in relation to Serbia and eight more 
chapters being opened in relation to Montenegro. The coming into force of the Stabilisation 
and Association Agreement (SAA) with Bosnia and Herzegovina in June, and the signing of the 
SAA with Kosovo in October were additional encouraging signs.  

Progress in relation to the Republic of Macedonia and Albania has been more limited. While 
progress continues to be made, difficulties in the rule of law, restrictions on freedom of expres-
sion and  corruption remain prevalent throughout the region.

17/12/2015WRJJ03200Foreign Conflicts

17/12/2015WRJJ03300503. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the ex-
tent to which the international community can bring about a positive influence in the situation 
in Iraq, with particular reference to the urgent need for the restoration of democracy throughout 
the region; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45683/15]

17/12/2015WRJJ03400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Ireland is con-
tinuing to support efforts by the Iraqi Government, together with the EU and UN, to promote 
a political resolution of the current conflict in Iraq. We have repeatedly stressed that only a 
political solution based on reconciliation which recognises the rights of all Iraqis, in line with 
the September 2014 programme of the Government of PM Al-Abadi, can achieve a sustainable 
peace in Iraq.

Monday’s meeting of the EU Foreign Affairs Council, which I attended, adopted Conclu-
sions which stated this position clearly, and called “on the countries of the region to play a 
constructive role and support the Iraqi Government in its efforts to restore long-lasting peace 
and stability in Iraq”.

17/12/2015WRJJ03500EU Issues

17/12/2015WRJJ03600504. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
action that continues to be taken throughout the European Union to address the issues of euro-
scepticism with particular reference to the growth of nationalist sentiments which if allowed to 
continue, could have a detrimental effect on the future of the European Union; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [45684/15]

17/12/2015WRJJ03700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The issue of eu-
ro-scepticism is complex and multi-faceted. The Spring 2015 Eurobarometer survey provides 
some insights into the views of EU citizens, recording that the image of the EU across the 
Union improved for the fourth consecutive time since autumn 2013.  The same study showed 
that the proportion of Europeans who see the EU in a positive light has increased by six percent-
age points in the year since spring 2014 and by eleven points in two years (since spring 2013), 
and is the largest recorded since the Standard Eurobarometer survey of spring 2010.  During the 
same periods, the percentage of Europeans with a negative image of the EU has decreased by 
six and ten points respectively.

It would be important that the Union’s response to more recent events and challenges facing 
the Union would continue to enhance public confidence.  In this regard, dealing effectively with 
the current migration crisis as well as the continuing economic challenges is essential.
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In Ireland, the Government’s focus is on building understanding and knowledge about our 
membership of the EU.  This includes targeted spending on EU engagement, including sup-
port for the activities of local community groups and non-governmental organisations through 
the Communicating Europe Initiative.  The Government also works closely with the European 
Commission Representation and the European Parliament Information Office in Dublin to im-
prove communications on EU issues in Ireland and promote greater understanding of the EU.  

A similar approach to communication has been adopted, with varying degrees of success, in 
other Member States of the EU, and the Institutions of the EU have invested heavily in making 
their work more accessible and more transparent to European citizens. 

We must also work to ensure that the EU does its own work better.  The Government has 
worked closely with the EU Institutions and with our fellow Member States to put the citizen 
at the heart of the EU’s work and to deliver concrete, tangible results of benefit to sustainable 
investment, growth and job creation. 

The Juncker Commission has strengthened engagement with the public and made good on 
his commitment to develop a Commission which ‘’does things differently and does different 
things’’ and which is ‘’more ambitious on big things and more modest on little things’’.  The 
2016 Commission Work Plan continues to push big initiatives of importance to the Irish and 
the European citizen alike: the Digital Single Market, the Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership, the 2030 Climate and Energy Package, to name but a few.  

The Government will continue its efforts to communicate Europe, and will, of course, work 
alongside the Governments of fellow EU Member States and the EU institutions to keep Euro-
pean citizens at the heart of the EU agenda.  We are strongly supportive of EU-wide efforts to 
promote sustainable investment, growth and job creation, and we will work to keep the concrete 
delivery of results at the top of the EU agenda.

  Question No. 505 answered with Question No. 496.

17/12/2015WRKK0010017/12/2015WRKK00200Foreign Conflicts

17/12/2015WRKK00300506. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
extent to which the situation in Ukraine remains on the agenda at European Union Council 
meetings; the extent to which positive indications continue to be identified; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [45686/15]

17/12/2015WRKK00400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The situation in 
Ukraine remains a key concern for the European Union. On Monday, the Foreign Affairs Coun-
cil considered Ukraine as part of a broader discussion on Eastern Partners and it is expected 
that Ministers will discuss Ukraine, again, early in the New Year. The European Council meets 
today and tomorrow in Brussels where Ukraine will feature on the agenda. 

As the deadline of 31 December approaches for the implementation of key provisions of the 
Minsk agreements, it has been widely acknowledged that this deadline will not be fully met.  
Notable progress has been seen in a number of areas. The security situation in Eastern Ukraine 
– while remaining tense and volatile – has improved considerably since a ceasefire was agreed 
on 1 September. This respite in violence has provided an opportunity for progress within the 
context of the OSCE Trilateral Contact Group and their four working groups and within the 
framework of Normandy Format discussions (France, Germany, Russia and Ukraine).  

The Minsk agreements continue to offer the only basis for a stable and lasting political reso-
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lution to this conflict and the European Union will continue to support and facilitate their full 
implementation as a matter of urgency.

17/12/2015WRKK00500Foreign Conflicts

17/12/2015WRKK00600507. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
extent to which the international community continues to monitor and support the democratic 
structures emerging in Myanmar; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45687/15]

17/12/2015WRKK00700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The recent elec-
tions in Myanmar, which attracted significant international attention, mark a historic moment 
in the country’s democratic transition. Along with my counterparts in the EU and the wider 
international community, I welcome the broadly peaceful and well-organised manner in which 
the elections were carried out, while stressing that the legal framework of the electoral process 
must be improved to ensure that it is fully inclusive and representative.

Nevertheless, it is recognised by the international community that the country is still at an 
early stage of its democratic transition and that it faces a wide range of challenges in the com-
ing years as it seeks to strengthen its democratic structures. Reflecting this, the UN General 
Assembly Third Committee unanimously adopted a resolution on the promotion and protection 
of human rights on 18 November 2015, which among other issues, encourages the international 
community to continue to support the Government of Myanmar in the implementation of its 
democratic transitional process.

The EU continues to monitor and support Myanmar’s democratic transition closely, both on 
the ground, and at political and working group level in Brussels.  The Comprehensive Frame-
work for the EU’s policy and support to Myanmar, adopted by the Foreign Affairs Council in 
July 2013, sets out the context for this support. Noting that human rights and fundamental free-
doms are essential elements of democracy, the framework outlines the areas in which the EU 
has committed to providing support, assistance, and advice, including support to strengthen the 
electoral system in Myanmar, engagement in constitutional review, ratification and implemen-
tation of core human rights conventions, strengthening democratic institutions and rule of law, 
and interaction with civil society. 

Along with the wider international community, Ireland is committed to supporting Myanmar 
in its transition towards democracy. Ireland actively participated in the EU’s recent Electoral 
Observation Mission, which included three observers supported by Irish Aid and a representa-
tive from the Embassy of Ireland in Hanoi. Since 2013 Ireland has established a modest devel-
opment programme in Myanmar of €500,000 per annum, overseen by Embassy Hanoi. Support 
is provided through trusted development partners for both long term development work and 
emergency/recovery responses.  This is particularly important in the light of the recent elections 
and the need for continued support and engagement in Myanmar’s transition to democracy. 

Furthermore, as part of Ireland’s efforts to enhance governance, human rights and gender 
equality in Myanmar, some €3 million has been provided to partner organisations since 2012;  
including €2.8 million support to Trócaire for their work supporting communities to defend and 
protect their rights to land and efforts to increase women’s participation in decision making at 
a local level. In addition, almost €2 million in humanitarian funding has been provided to Irish 
Aid NGO partners in Myanmar since 2012 to meet needs arising from conflict, food insecurity 
and natural disasters.

Upon their appointment, I strongly encourage the new leaders of the country to seize the 
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positive momentum of the elections to make further progress in the democratisation process in 
Myanmar.

17/12/2015WRKK00800Humanitarian Aid

17/12/2015WRKK00900508. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the ex-
tent to which humanitarian aid continues to be made available to those for whom it was intend-
ed throughout the continent of Africa; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45688/15]

17/12/2015WRKK01000Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Sean Sher-
lock): The world is currently facing an unprecedented level of humanitarian crisis, and appeals 
for assistance continue to outpace the international community’s capacity to respond.  Almost 
60 million people are now displaced globally, half of them children, many on the continent of 
Africa.

The Government’s aid programme, Irish Aid, is strongly focused on the fight against pov-
erty and hunger in sub-Saharan Africa and Ireland’s humanitarian response focuses on the most 
severe crises, especially protracted and forgotten emergencies. The core objective of our assis-
tance is to save and protect lives, alleviate suffering and maintain human dignity, before, during 
and in the aftermath of such crises. Ireland’s humanitarian response is principled and focused 
on where needs are greatest.

Ireland is committed to working with a range of partners including non-governmental and 
UN organisations, and the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement. These part-
ners have the experience and capacity to deliver assistance to the most vulnerable communities 
in times of crisis and stress. 

In total, Ireland has provided over €80 million in humanitarian assistance in 2015 and this 
budget will increase to over €100 million for 2016.  We are allocating additional resources 
across affected countries to support programmes which save lives, improve food security and 
protect livelihoods.  

In addition to responding to acute humanitarian needs in South Sudan since the outbreak 
of conflict two years ago, Ireland continues to provide humanitarian assistance in a number of 
major crises across Africa in Sudan, Democratic Republic of the Congo, and across the Sahel 
and the Horn of Africa, including Somalia and Ethiopia.

Many parts of Africa are currently being affected by the El Niño weather event which is 
one of the strongest ever measured. More unpredictable weather conditions are already having 
a detrimental effect on people’s lives and livelihoods across the continent. We will continue to 
monitor the situation closely and scale up responses in order to build the resilience of people to 
withstand the effects of such a weather event across Africa. 

17/12/2015WRKK01100Foreign Policy

17/12/2015WRKK01200509. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the ex-
tent to which he, directly and through the aegis of the European Union and the United Nations, 
continues to monitor the development of the aid-for-trade policy pursued by some countries in 
respect of the various deserving countries throughout Africa. [45689/15]

17/12/2015WRKK01300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Ireland’s devel-
opment co-operation programme, which is at the heart of our foreign policy, recognises that 
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international trade can play a major role in the promotion of economic development and the 
alleviation of poverty.  The World Trade Organisation-led Aid for Trade initiative encourages 
developing country Governments and donors to recognise the role that trade can play in de-
velopment.  In particular, the initiative seeks to mobilise resources to address the trade-related 
constraints identified by developing and least-developed countries.

My Department actively monitors the development of aid for trade policy.  Ireland was rep-
resented at the 5th Global Review of Aid for Trade which was held from 30th June to 2nd July 
this year in Geneva.  The review found that the Aid for Trade initiative was delivering and had 
the continued commitment of the trade and development community.  The areas identified for 
greater focus at the Review were reducing trade costs, especially for the poor; Least Developed 
Countries; gender; and adapting to implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  
The new EU trade strategy Trade for All published in October includes a commitment to review, 
with EU Member States, the EU’s Aid for Trade strategy to enhance the capacity of developing 
countries to make use of the opportunities offered by trade agreements, in line with the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development.  Ireland will actively participate in this review of the EU 
Aid for Trade strategy.

I am pleased that since 2000, Ireland has provided support to the major, mainly Geneva 
based, international organisations involved in Aid for Trade work.  This includes two technical 
assistance programmes of the WTO; the International Trade Centre; the Advisory Centre for 
WTO Law; and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development Port Training Pro-
gramme.  Our funding to these organisations amounted to €1.65m in 2015.

17/12/2015WRKK01400Trade Relations

17/12/2015WRKK01500510. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the ex-
tent to which the various Irish embassies and consulates abroad continue to promote and encour-
age new markets for Irish products; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45690/15]

17/12/2015WRKK01600Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The advancement 
of Ireland’s trade, tourism, investment and education promotion objectives is of central impor-
tance to our foreign policy and of the work of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and 
its Embassy network. Irish Embassies and Consulates-General provide a global platform for the 
promotion of Ireland as a business, investment, tourism and education destination.

While the majority of Irish services and merchandise exports go to Europe and the US and 
we must of course continue to cultivate these markets, the Government is strongly focused on 
the further development of trading partnerships with other important emerging markets. 

The Embassy network plays a crucial role in proactively addressing market access issues, 
supporting Irish businesses seeking to grow overseas, holding promotional events for, and in 
association with, State agencies and actively contributing to the organisation and conduct of 
Enterprise Ireland-led trade missions and events overseas.

Our Embassy network plays an important role in the implementation of the Government 
Trade Tourism and Investment Strategy. In the Review of the Strategy published in Febru-
ary 2014, seven additional high potential and exploratory markets were identified as part of a 
‘new market approach’ aimed at increasing our engagement with high growth markets in Asia, 
Latin America and Africa. The markets in question are as follows: Turkey, Indonesia, Nigeria, 
Mexico, Vietnam, Thailand and Chile. 

Ireland now has a presence in all but one of the above markets. Guided by the Review, new 
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Embassies have recently been opened in Bangkok (Thailand), Jakarta (Indonesia), Nairobi (Ke-
nya) and Zagreb (Croatia). Consulates-General have also been opened in Hong Kong (China), 
Austin (Texas) and in Sao Paulo (Brazil). These new Embassies and Consulates-General will 
strengthen Ireland’s capacity to take advantage of emerging opportunities in these important 
markets as well as complementing the existing trade promotion work of our Embassy network. 

In November 2015, my Department hosted the fourth Global Irish Economic Forum in Dub-
lin. Many of the participants are members of the Global Irish Network. This Network works 
closely with the Government and State agencies in promoting Ireland’s economic, cultural and 
tourism messages in key markets. 

In terms of the level of Irish trade with overseas markets, the Central Statistics Office main-
tains a website, www.cso.ie on which the most recent trade statistics are made available to the 
public.

17/12/2015WRKK01700Emergency Planning

17/12/2015WRKK01800511. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the composi-
tion of the rapid response corps; when it last met; the number of members it has; if consider-
ation was given to deploying it in the Shannon basin; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.   [45714/15]

17/12/2015WRKK01900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Under Ireland’s 
Rapid Response Initiative, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade manages a roster of 
highly skilled and experienced individuals who make themselves available to deploy overseas 
at short notice to work in severe, large-scale humanitarian and emergency crises around the 
world.  The Rapid Response Corps roster currently comprises 120 individuals with specialised 
skills in child protection, nutrition, logistics, engineering, humanitarian coordination, and other 
areas.

Rapid Response Corps members are deployed overseas to work as surge capacity in United 
Nations’ humanitarian response operations including those of the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees, the World Food Programme, the United Nations Children’s Fund and the UN Office 
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.  

As the Rapid Response Corps was established as part of Ireland’s overseas development 
and humanitarian assistance programme, all Corps members deploy overseas to areas of great-
est need in developing countries.  In light of the vast humanitarian needs globally at the current 
time, and the focus of the Government’s overseas development assistance programme, consid-
eration was not given to deploying members to flood affected communities and households in 
the Shannon basin to assist with relief efforts.  

Most Corps members deploy overseas to severe, protracted crises in Africa and crises in the 
Middle East driven by conflict and violence, where millions of people have been displaced and 
the scale of humanitarian need is immense and unprecedented.  Corps members also deploy 
overseas in the immediate aftermath of severe sudden onset disasters such as the earthquakes in 
Haiti and Nepal and Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines.  32 roster members were deployed to 
date in 2015 to countries including South Sudan, Sudan, Ethiopia, the Central African Republic, 
Nigeria, Tanzania, Jordan, and Nepal.

Question No. 512 answered with Question No. 491.
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17/12/2015WRKK02100Overseas Development Aid

17/12/2015WRKK02200513. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade how the pri-
ority area for action in One World One Future relating to hunger and nutrition is being advanced 
by positions Ireland is taking at this week’s World Trade Organisation ministerial conference; 
if Ireland is supporting binding outcomes for least-developed countries which would advance 
their peoples’ food and livelihood security; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[45729/15]

17/12/2015WRKK02300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The 10th Minis-
terial Conference of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) is taking place from 15th to 18th 
December in Nairobi.  The Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation is the lead Depart-
ment on WTO matters.  My colleague, Mr. Damien English T.D., Minister of State for Skills, 
Research and Innovation is representing Ireland at the Ministerial Conference.  At the WTO, 
the European Commission leads negotiations on behalf of the European Union, including all 
28 Member States.  Ireland is actively participating in the formulation of EU positions at the 
negotiations.

Ireland’s development co-operation programme, which is at the heart of our foreign policy, 
recognises that international trade can play a major role in the promotion of economic develop-
ment and the alleviation of poverty, including the fight against hunger and undernutrition.  My 
Department liaises closely with the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation to ensure 
that the needs of Least Developed Countries (LDCs) are taken into account in the articulation 
of Ireland’s position on the WTO at EU level.  Ireland supports agreement on a development 
package at the Ministerial Conference, especially on following up the decisions taken at the 
ninth Ministerial Conference on duty-free, quota-free access; on an LDC Services Waiver; on 
Rules of Origin; and on Cotton and Food Security.

I understand that Minister of State English, while attending the EU Foreign Affairs Council 
(Trade) in Nairobi, has urged the EU Commission to strive for a balanced negotiated outcome 
from this week’s Ministerial Conference which would deliver a tangible dividend for LDCs. 
I also understand that with the assistance of our Embassy in Nairobi, he is having discussions 
with a number of local non-governmental development organisations. 

Ireland has also provided €50,000 this year to support LDC participation at the Ministerial 
Conference so that the Least Developed Countries can be present and make their voices heard 
directly during the negotiations.

17/12/2015WRKK02400Trade Strategy

17/12/2015WRKK02500514. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade how he 
plans to ensure that the private sector adheres to the recently published interpretive notice by 
the European Union on the correct labelling of imported goods from illegal Israeli settlements 
located in the occupied Palestinian territories; when it is expected to see, in physical terms, 
the introduction of labelling in the Irish market; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[45730/15]

17/12/2015WRKK02600515. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the measures 
he will take following the interpretive notice by the European Union on the correct labelling of 
imported goods from illegal Israeli settlements located in the occupied Palestinian territories; 
and if he will task inspection and enforcement bodies to pay attention to correct implementation 
of the interpretative notice, act in cases of mislabelling and ensure that penalties for mislabel-
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ling are effective, proportionate and dissuasive, as stipulated in Article 3 of the interpretative 
notice.  [45731/15]

17/12/2015WRKK02700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 514 and 515 together.

I discussed the question of implementation of the Commission’s recent interpretive notice 
on place of origin labelling, or indication of origin, during my meeting with the Joint Commit-
tee on Foreign Affairs and Trade on 25 November.

The Interpretative Notice on Indications of Origin, published by the European Commission 
on 12 November, provides guidance to importers and retailers on how EU rules on place of 
origin labelling should be applied in the specific case of the occupied Palestinian territory. 

It does not alter or extend existing EU rules that were already in force. As I indicated to the 
JCFAT, therefore, what arises is dissemination of the guidance rather than implementation. I 
am placing the Commission Notice on my Department’s website, and my Department has also 
written to other relevant Government Departments asking them to bring the Notice to the atten-
tion of relevant bodies. In addition, of course, the extensive media coverage of the Commission 
Notice will have brought it to the attention of many.

As there is no change in the rules, no new enforcement machinery or procedure arises. 
Accuracy of product labelling will continue to be a consumer protection issue, monitored and 
enforced as heretofore. This is a matter for all relevant Government Departments.

17/12/2015WRKK02800Freedom of Information Fees

17/12/2015WRKK02900516. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the amount 
his Department has received in fees from freedom of information requests in 2014 and in 2015 
to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45760/15]

17/12/2015WRKK03000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The amount my 
Department has received in fees from Freedom of Information (FOI) requests in 2014 and 2015 
to date is set out in the following table.

Only certain FOI requests will accrue search and retrieval fees. A minimum fee threshold 
of €101, or 5 hours of an officer’s time, for FOI request exists. Below this threshold, no search, 
retrieval or copying fees are charged. Total search and retrieval fees paid to my Department for 
the period in question amount to €1,015. However, this figure in no way reflects the time and 
resources devoted by officers of my Department responding to FOI requests. 

- 2014 2015
Number of request received 117 120
Search and retrieval fees €775 €240

17/12/2015WRKK03100Ministerial Staff

17/12/2015WRKK03200517. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number 
of political staff working in his Department, including the role and salary of each staff member.  
[45787/15]

17/12/2015WRKK03300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The details of my 
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Ministerial Appointees and those of the Ministers of State in the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade are set out in the following tables.

Office of the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Charlie Flanagan, TD

Role/Title Number Annual Salary
Special Adviser 
Personal Assistant
Personal Secretary
Civilian Driver

2112 €82,587
€25,074
€49,794
€32,964 

Office of the Minister of State with special responsibility for European Affairs and 
Data Protection, Dara Murphy, TD 

Role/Title Number Annual Salary
Special Adviser 
Personal Assistant 
Personal Secretary 
Civilian Driver

1112 €64,257
€49,790
€43,458
€34,699 

Office of the Minister of State for Development, Trade Promotion and North-South 
Co-operation, Seán Sherlock, TD 

Role/Title Number Annual Salary
Personal Assistant
Personal Secretary
Civilian Driver

112 €45,485
€46,934
€32,964

Office of Minister of State with special responsibility for the Diaspora, Jimmy Deeni-
han, TD

Role/Title Number Annual Salary
Personal Assistant
Personal Secretary
Civilian Driver

112 €52,925
€46,934
€32,964

17/12/2015WRLL0010017/12/2015WRLL00200Legislative Process RIA

17/12/2015WRLL00300518. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number 
of Bills his Department has published since 9 March 2011; the number and Title of those Bills 
that included a regulatory impact assessment in advance of publication; the regulatory impact 
assessments published; the number of promised Bills for publication; the Bills that will include 
a regulatory impact assessment; the regulatory impact assessments that will be published before 
publication of the relevant Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45809/15]

17/12/2015WRLL00400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Since 9 March 
2011 my Department has sponsored two items of legislation which are set out in the following 
table.

A regulatory impact assessment should be applied to all proposals for primary legislation in-
volving changes to the regulatory framework. However, most of the legislation brought forward 
by my Department does not impact significantly on the regulatory environment. Since March 
2011 no regulatory impact assessments  have been carried out by my Department.
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Name of Bill Year 
European Communities (Amendment) Bill 2012

Thirtieth Amendment of the Constitution Bill (Treaty on 
Stability, Coordination and Governance in the Economic and 

Monetary Union) Bill.

2012

The Government last week approved the General Scheme of the Protection of Cultural 
Property in the Event of Armed Conflict (Hague Convention) Bill and this will now be trans-
mitted to the Joint Oireachtas Foreign Affairs Committee for pre-legislative consultation.  It is 
expected that the Bill will be published upon completion of drafting next year.  As the purpose 
of the Bill is to enable adherence by the State to international agreements a Regulatory Impact 
Assessment is not required.  

Work on the General Scheme of the Diplomatic Relations and Immunities (Amendment) 
Bill continues within my Department. This Bill is included in the Government Legislation Pro-
gramme, Autumn Session 2015.  It is expected that the Bill will include a regulatory impact 
assessment, however, it has yet to be considered whether this will be done prior to publication 
of the Bill. 

17/12/2015WRLL00500Middle East Issues

17/12/2015WRLL00600519. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will raise 
with the Israeli ambassador to Ireland the issue of safety for Irish volunteers working in the 
West Bank, given the increasing reports of settler intimidation and threats towards international 
volunteers and human rights observers, for example, volunteers working with the World Coun-
cil of Churches Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme, some of whom are Irish and were 
praised in recent weeks at the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs and Trade; the 
steps he will take to ensure the safety of such humanitarian volunteers; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [45854/15]

17/12/2015WRLL00700524. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he is 
aware of reports of settler intimidation and threats towards international volunteers and human 
rights observers (details supplied); if he will give a commitment to raise this issue with the Is-
raeli ambassador; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46140/15]

17/12/2015WRLL00800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 519 and 524 together.

The issue of violence by groups of Israeli settlers has been a matter of growing concern for 
some time now. This applies not just to certain highly publicized attacks, but to ongoing and 
endemic violence against Palestinians and their property, including the so-called ‘price tag’ at-
tacks. By any standards, some of these activities amount to terrorism.

It should be made clear, however, that only a small proportion of settlers have been impli-
cated or involved in these attacks.

Ireland has increasingly stressed the problem of settler violence as a key issue on which the 
EU needs to focus attention in its consideration of policy on the Middle East, and the issue has 
been addressed in Council Conclusions on several occasions.

We have also raised the issue directly with the Israeli authorities, most recently in senior 
level diplomatic consultations conducted by my Department in November. 
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I would be very concerned if the role of impartial humanitarian actors were not properly 
respected.  However, my Department has not   received any reports relating to threats by settlers 
against Irish or other international volunteers. 

17/12/2015WRLL00900Middle East Issues

17/12/2015WRLL01000520. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the sta-
tus of the recognition of Palestine by Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45991/15]

17/12/2015WRLL01100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Government 
works consistently to achieve a sovereign Palestinian state not just in theory but in fact, and all 
of our actions on the Israeli/Palestinian issue are directed to that end. It is central to our objec-
tive of a two state solution that will ensure the security and prosperity of both peoples.

I continue to consider carefully whether the recognition by Ireland now of a state of Pales-
tine, prior to its real achievement on the ground, could be a helpful step towards that goal.

The motions passed in the Seanad on 22 October and the Dáil on 10 December are very im-
portant factors in that consideration, but ultimately it remains a matter for assessment and deci-
sion by the Government. Other factors are its symbolic importance for the Palestinian people, 
its likely impact on the prospects for advancing the peace process, and its effect on Ireland’s 
own influence on the issue, which is very important to us. 

I have made clear that I will recommend early recognition by Ireland if I conclude that it 
can be helpful.

17/12/2015WRLL01200Undocumented Irish in the USA

17/12/2015WRLL01300521. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the extent 
of communication and correspondence between his Department and authorities in the United 
States of America as part of efforts to resolve the ongoing plight and difficulties of undocu-
mented Irish citizens living there; the progress in regularising their status and in introducing a 
dedicated visa waiver programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46009/15]

17/12/2015WRLL01400522. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if the au-
thorities in the United States of America have made a specific request for a visa waiver pro-
gramme for undocumented Irish citizens living there; if he is aware of the success of the efforts 
of the Mexican Government to negotiate such a programme with the United States of America 
on behalf of its citizens living illegally there; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46010/15]

17/12/2015WRLL01500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 521 and 522 together.

Achieving relief for undocumented Irish migrants in the US and agreement on a facility for 
future legal migration between Ireland and the US is a priority in the Government’s relationship 
with the United States. 

Our Embassy in Washington and Consulates elsewhere in the US are active in advocating 
immigration reform and the issue is also the subject of high level political contacts between Ire-
land and the US Government. Meetings such as those between the Taoiseach, President Obama 
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and other senior political figures around St Patrick’s Day have provided an important opportu-
nity to reiterate our concerns in relation to the undocumented Irish and to encourage progress 
on a comprehensive legislative package by Congress.

In July, the Taoiseach and I met with John Boehner, the then-Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and a number of his Congressional colleagues when they visited Dublin. More 
recently, in Washington at the end of September, I met key Democratic and Republican contacts 
on Capitol Hill, including Senator Patrick Leahy, Congressmen Joseph Kennedy III, Paul Ryan, 
James Sensenbrenner, Richard Neal and other members of the Congressional Friends of Ireland 
group. In all of these meetings I stressed the importance we attach to immigration reform, as I 
did when meeting leaders of the Irish American community later that week in New York.

Additionally, the Government is aware of and has raised the matter of waivers of three and 
ten-year travel bans imposed by the US authorities on Irish undocumented who have overstayed 
their visa in the United States.

At my request, the Secretary General of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade wrote 
to the US Ambassador earlier this year to ask him to explore the question of such waivers fur-
ther. I have also had the opportunity to directly discuss the matter with the US Ambassador. 
The Taoiseach also raised waivers, amongst other immigration reform issues, during his visit to 
Washington for St Patrick’s Day. 

In response to the Government’s representations the US Embassy has pointed out that the 
US waiver system operates uniformly worldwide and is applied in strict accordance with US 
laws and regulations.  Individuals who have received a three or 10 year ban for overstaying a 
visa in the US can apply for a waiver and these applications are assessed individually on a case-
by-case basis, with the final decision on each a matter for the US authorities in Washington. 
The US Embassy also noted it was not possible for applicants to predict with any degree of 
certainty whether they would be successful in this process.  The Embassy has also advised that 
there are no differences in the way in which the US waiver system is applied to Mexican and 
Irish citizens.

The Government has been assiduous in seeking to advance all viable opportunities to 
achieve relief for our undocumented citizens in the United States. While I am disappointed 
that representations to the US on this matter have not resulted in a more encouraging outcome, 
ultimately it is a matter for the US Government and US Embassy to interpret and implement 
their immigration laws.

The Government as a whole, including the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in 
Dublin and our Embassy in Washington, will continue to actively follow up on all opportunities 
to improve the situation of the Irish undocumented with the US Administration, with Congress, 
and with the US Embassy in Ireland.  In addition, the Government continues to provide signifi-
cant financial support, more than €1.5 million in 2015, for the work of Irish immigration centres 
across the US.

17/12/2015WRLL01600Overseas Development Aid Expenditure

17/12/2015WRLL01700523. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the amount 
spent on overseas development assistance in each year from 2007 to date; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46112/15]

17/12/2015WRLL01800Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Sean Sher-
lock): Ireland’s Official Development Assistance (ODA) is made up of two main elements. Ap-
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proximately 80% of Ireland’s ODA comes from the budget allocation to Vote 27 - International 
Co-operation, which is managed by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and known to 
the public as Irish Aid.

The remaining 20% comprises ODA-eligible contributions made by other Government De-
partments to Multilateral and International Organisations engaged in Development Co-opera-
tion - mainly the Departments of Finance and Agriculture Food and the Marine – plus Ireland’s 
share of the EU Development Corporation budget. 

Since 2007, Ireland has provided over €6.3 billion in ODA. A summary of annual contribu-
tions is set out in the following table.

Year Other ODA Vote 27 Total ODA
 - €m €m €m
2015 (Budget) 125.00 476.16 601.16 
2014 138.57 476.29 614.86 
2013 140.39 496.70 637.09 
2012 121.52 507.38 628.90
2011 136.86 520.18 657.04
2010 154.28 521.55 675.83
2009 150.36 571.84 722.20
2008 151.93 768.74 920.67
2007 145.12 725.75 870.87

Detailed analysis of Ireland’s ODA expenditure is contained in the statistical annexes to the 
Irish Aid annual report, which is available on Irish Aid web site:www.irishaid.ie.

Question No. 524 answered with Question No. 519. 

17/12/2015WRLL02000Emigrant Support Services

17/12/2015WRLL02100525. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the expen-
diture he has allocated for diaspora supports in 2016; how it will be distributed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46177/15]

17/12/2015WRLL02200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade’s Emigrant Support Programme (ESP), provides funding to non-
profit organisations and projects to support Irish communities overseas and to facilitate the 
development of more strategic links between Ireland and the global Irish. 

Over €135m has been provided to organisations dealing with Irish emigrants since the es-
tablishment of the Emigrant Support Programme in 2004. 

A total of €11.6 million has been allocated to the Emigrant Support Programme, in the De-
partment of Foreign Affairs for 2016.  It is anticipated that the grant round will open early in 
2016 with decisions on funding for 2016 taken by July next year (the ESP funding year runs 
from July – June). Additional funding of €1 million has been allocated to the Department of the 
Taoiseach for diaspora related expenditure in 2016.  

Details of all organisations who have previously received funding under the Emigrant Sup-
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port Programme are available on my Department’s website at https://www.dfa.ie/our-role-poli-
cies/the-irish-abroad/emigrant-support-programme/.

17/12/2015WRLL02300Overseas Development Aid Expenditure

17/12/2015WRLL02400526. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the funding 
he has made available under the different programmes for official development assistance and 
the percentage this is of gross national product in 2016, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [46178/15]

17/12/2015WRLL02500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Sean Sher-
lock): In Budget 2016, the Government provided €640 million for Official Development As-
sistance (ODA) - an increase of some €40 million on 2015.€486 million is allocated to Vote 27 
International Co-operation, which is managed by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
and known to the public as Irish Aid.  An estimated €155 million will come from other Govern-
ment Departments and Ireland’s share of the EU development Co-operation budget.The total 
allocation is likely to result in a slight increase in our ODA/GNP percentage from a projected 
0.35% in 2015 to approximately 0.36% in 2016.

Immediately following the Budget Day announcement, my Department undertook a de-
tailed planning exercise for the Vote 27 allocation, reviewed existing plans and programmes in 
light of current and emerging needs and made detailed financial allocations for 2016 against 
clear and objective allocation criteria.

For 2016 Ireland will continue to play a leading role in the comprehensive response to the 
unprecedented humanitarian crises facing the international community. We will use our hu-
manitarian and development assistance in a more coordinated way, responding to the immediate 
humanitarian crisis and building resilience in communities for the future. We have increased 
our direct funding for emergency humanitarian assistance to €92 million – an increase of 21% 
on the 2015 level. This funding will be delivered through the UN system and trusted Irish and 
International NGOs to meet the acute needs of people caught up in those crisis. 

We are determined our aid programme will continue its rigorous focus in addressing the root 
causes of poverty, inequality and hunger in particular in our key partner countries in sub-Saha-
ran Africa.  For 2016 we have allocated almost €160 million directly to bilateral country pro-
grammes, supporting programmes that build resilience, address emerging humanitarian needs, 
and meet the basic needs of poor and marginalised communities in our key partner countries. 

€86 million is allocated directly to our main NGO partners and Missionary Organisations, 
supporting their development programmes to provide essential services and build the capacity 
and resilience of vulnerable communities to participate in the development process as equal 
citizens and hold their Governments to account.

We will continue to provide core financial support to a number of key UN partners and 
other International Organisations, whose priorities and policies fit well with ours and who have 
a proven track record of delivery. Those voluntary contribution allows Ireland to participate in 
development co-operation at a global level in key areas of need and in countries outside our 
bilateral programme. For 2016, we plan to provide €77 million to UN and other International 
Organisations to support their development programmes, and a further €41 million will be 
made available to key international partners delivering global programmes in the priority sec-
tors of Essential Services, Health and HIV/AIDS, Education and Inclusive Economic Growth. 
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17/12/2015WRLL02600Middle East Peace Process

17/12/2015WRLL02700527. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the outcome 
of discussions at recent European Union Foreign Affairs Council meetings in relation to the 
Middle East peace process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46199/15]

17/12/2015WRLL02800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have made clear 
in the House my view that the peace process in the Middle East is currently at a standstill, and 
that the international community needs to do more to attempt to break this deadlock. The violent 
events in recent months have clearly demonstrated the risks of the continued political vacuum.

The Foreign Affairs Council in July adopted Conclusions on the Middle East Process, fo-
cusing in particular on the need to defend the viability of the two state solution.

The MEPP discussion at the November Council was a stocktaking of the violence which had 
broken out in the region, and the recent publication of EU advice on place of origin marking on 
settlement products.

The intended MEPP discussion at the December Foreign Affairs Council was postponed 
due to the pressure of other issues, and at present it is inscribed on the agenda for the January 
Council.

17/12/2015WRLL02900Human Rights Issues

17/12/2015WRLL03000528. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the outcome 
of discussions at recent European Union Foreign Affairs Council meetings in relation to the per-
secution of Christians worldwide, as documented by organisations such as Church in Chains; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46200/15]

17/12/2015WRLL03100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Ireland strongly 
condemns all forms of persecution on the basis of religion or belief, irrespective of where they 
occur or who the victims are. We attach great importance to combatting all forms of discrimina-
tion based on religion or belief and incitement to religious hatred.  We firmly believe in toler-
ance, non-discrimination, freedom of expression, freedom of thought, conscience, religion or 
belief.  Ireland is deeply concerned by the persecution of Christians.

On 20 July 2015, the EU Foreign Affairs Council (FAC) adopted the EU Action Plan for 
Human Rights and Democracy 2015-2019. The Action Plan forms part of the EU Strategic 
Framework and Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy which was adopted by the FAC 
in June 2012.  Its purpose is to improve the effectiveness and consistency of the EU’s policy 
and commits the EU to promoting human rights in all areas of its external action. Responsibility 
for the implementation of the Action Plan is shared between the EEAS, European Commission 
and EU Member States. 

Within the EU, Ireland pressed for the promotion of freedom of religion or belief to be in-
cluded in the Action Plan, and this is now reflected as a stand-alone point with the following 
actions:

a. Ensure that freedom of religion or belief remains high on the agenda of relations with 
third countries, as well as in multilateral fora, in close cooperation with relevant stakeholders; 
promote the exchange of best practices, and deepen awareness on the various components of 
freedom of religion or belief at Headquarters, EU delegations and Member State embassies.
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b. Encourage and support relevant partner countries and other stakeholders’ initiatives on 
freedom of religion or belief in particular those aimed at protecting and promoting the rights 
of persons belonging to religious minorities, enabling them to manifest their religion or belief 
without fear of violence, discrimination, political pressure, censorship or persecution.

c. Promote inter-cultural and inter-religious dialogue and the role of religious and other 
leaders in ensuring freedom of religion or belief.

The Action Plan will strengthen the EU’s co-ordinated response to persecution based on 
religion or belief throughout the world. 

Ireland works within and alongside the EU to address the persecution of Christians and 
other religious minorities, notably with the EU Guidelines on Freedom of Religion or Belief ad-
opted during Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the European Union in 2013. These Guide-
lines provide EU officials with an overview of the legal and policy framework within which the 
right to freedom of religion or belief is protected. They also elaborate an EU strategy on how 
to engage with third countries on the right to freedom of religion or belief, a strategy which we 
hope to see bear fruit as we assess the implementation of the Guidelines.

Ireland and the EU consistently press for effective action to counter the persecution of mi-
norities in all relevant international fora, including at the United Nations General Assembly and 
the United Nations Human Rights Council, of which Ireland is a member until the end of this 
month. Ireland reiterated its commitment to defending the right to freedom of religion or belief 
during a UN Security Council debate on the victims of attacks and abuses on ethnic or religious 
grounds in the Middle East, on 27 March 2015.  I personally highlighted the alarming rise in 
attacks on Christians when I addressed the UN General Assembly in New York on 1 October 
2015 and the UN Human Rights Council at its 28th session on 4 March 2015.  I also raised it 
during my meetings with the UN Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon, in September 2014 and May 
2015.  

The issue of freedom of religion was raised by the EU at the most recent EU-China Human 
Rights Dialogue in Beijing on 30 November 2015.

On 22 October at the Third Committee at the United Nations General Assembly Ireland 
presented a statement specifically addressing the importance of freedom of religion or belief at 
an Interactive Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief, Profes-
sor Heiner Bielefeldt. The statement can be found on the website of the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade at the following address: https://www.dfa.ie/media/dfa/alldfawebsitemedia/
ourrolesandpolicies/int-priorities/Final-Irish-statement-for-IAD-on-FORB.pdf   

Ireland was also active in the negotiation of the EU led draft resolution on Freedom of Re-
ligion or Belief in the Third Committee.

Ireland will continue to raise the issue of the persecution of Christians through its official 
bilateral contacts with the countries in question, stressing the responsibility of the government 
to protect all citizens and minorities, irrespective of their religion or belief. I am glad to note 
that my Department maintains close contact with non-governmental organisations which have 
a particular interest in issues relating to persecution of religious minorities.

Our concerns about the treatment of some Christians in Iran were conveyed to the Iranian 
Deputy Foreign Minister during consultations at senior diplomatic level in Dublin in January, 
and I also raised the issue myself with the Speaker of the Majlis during his visit in June.

In relation to Nigeria, Ireland, along with our EU and UN partners has consistently con-
demned the brutal activities of Boko Haram which represent a serious threat to the peace and 



Questions - Written Answers

482

security of Nigeria, and the wider region, including Cameroon, Chad and Niger. They also in-
volve the clear and persistent abuse of human rights, especially of women and girls, and a direct 
threat to education and education facilities. Ireland is providing direct support of nearly €1.4 
million this year to address the humanitarian needs of those affected by Boko Haram terrorism, 
including Nigerian refugees in Northern Cameroon. Along with our EU and UN partners, Ire-
land has commended the operationalisation of a Multinational Joint Taskforce involving troops 
from Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad, Niger and Benin.  This Taskforce aims to protect innocent 
people and to prevent the further spread of Boko Haram terrorism.

I can assure the Deputy that Ireland will continue to actively support freedom of religion or 
belief across our foreign policy.

17/12/2015WRLL03200North-South Ministerial Council

17/12/2015WRLL03300529. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the issues 
discussed at the recent North-South Ministerial Council; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46205/15]

17/12/2015WRLL03400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): A meeting of the 
North South Ministerial Council (NSMC) in plenary format was held in Armagh on Friday 11 
December 2015.  This was the 21st Plenary meeting of the NSMC.

At the meeting Ministers discussed the Fresh Start Agreement and the work to be under-
taken by officials to review North South infrastructure projects.  The Council also welcomed 
the commitment in Fresh Start to tackle paramilitarism, criminality and organised crime and to 
bring to justice those involved in it.

Discussions covered a wide range of financial, economic and EU matters including the 
economic challenges faced in both jurisdictions and the work being taken forward to promote 
economic growth and employment.  The importance of tourism, trade, investment and of sup-
porting companies in accessing overseas markets was recognised. Ministers also discussed the 
Progress Report prepared by the NSMC Joint Secretaries on the work of the North South Bod-
ies and in the other NSMC areas for co-operation since the preceding Plenary meeting on 5 June 
2015 in Dublin Castle. 

The Council welcomed that the EU INTERREG VA funding programme has now opened 
for funding calls and noted that the PEACE IV Programme was recently adopted by the Euro-
pean Commission.  It was noted that discussions are continuing to take place at NSMC Sectoral 
meetings on collaboration to drawdown EU funding and the Council was encouraged by the 
work that has been undertaken to identify funding opportunities across various EU Funding 
Programmes. In particular, Ministers welcomed the focus on Horizon 2020, EU LIFE, Connect-
ing Europe Facility, ERAMUS+ and Creative Europe. These discussions will continue through-
out the next round of NSMC meetings. 

The Council noted that under the EU’s Horizon 2020 programme, €29.67m has been se-
cured in the first year for 22 joint projects involving both jurisdictions and also noted the work 
of InterTradeIreland and the All-Island Steering Group in raising awareness of this €80bn EU 
programme. 

The Council welcomed the commitment of the Government to provide €2.5 million in fund-
ing to a North West Development Fund to support the North West Gateway Initiative which 
will be complemented by matching funding from the Northern Ireland Executive.  The Council 
noted the continued engagement between officials from the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
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Trade and the Office of the First Minister and deputy First Minister with relevant stakeholders 
in the region regarding the direction and priorities for the future development of the North West. 

The Council further noted the work by Donegal County Council and Derry City and Stra-
bane District Council to produce a collaborative framework aimed at placing cross-border co-
operation on a more formal basis within local government structures. 

The Government and the Northern Ireland Executive have reiterated their commitment to a 
meeting of Ministers from both jurisdictions to take place in the North West region to consider 
the strategic approach to the development of the region.  

The Council noted the position on the development of new priorities for North/South coop-
eration and the ongoing review of Work Programmes at Sectoral meetings.  The current position 
on setting up a North South Consultative Forum as envisaged in the Good Friday Agreement 
was also noted. 

The Council approved the appointment of Chairpersons, Vice Chairpersons and members to 
the Boards of the North South Implementation Bodies and Directors of Tourism Ireland Lim-
ited.  Ministers expressed their appreciation for the work of outgoing Board members.

The Council also approved a schedule of NSMC meetings proposed by the Joint Secretariat, 
including the next NSMC Plenary meeting in June 2016. 

The Government is firmly committed to developing North South cooperation in every pos-
sible respect and I am looking forward to continuing to work on this agenda with Northern 
Ireland Executive colleagues in the North South Ministerial Council. 

17/12/2015WRLL03500International Relations

17/12/2015WRLL03600530. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the propos-
als he has to build on existing diplomatic relations with Cuba; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46206/15]

17/12/2015WRLL03700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Ireland’s positive 
links with Cuba have grown steadily in recent years, in particular since the establishment of 
diplomatic relations between our two countries in 1999 and the opening of the Cuban embassy 
in Dublin in 2001. As I have stated before, I wish to see this relationship develop further.

Cuba and Ireland held bilateral consultations in April of this year during the visit of the Sec-
retary General of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade to Havana. In his official-level 
meetings, the Secretary General discussed issues relating to Cuba’s reform process and human 
rights, Cuba’s relations with the United States, bilateral trade and cultural ties between Cuba 
and Ireland. The consultations took place in a positive atmosphere and provide a good basis for 
further progress in strengthening our relationship with Cuba.

The Secretary General’s visit also included the signing of a memorandum of understanding 
on political dialogue between Ireland and Cuba. The memorandum provides a joint structure 
for consulting on international issues – a sign that both countries are planning for a growing, 
strengthening bilateral relationship. I also look forward to the conclusion of a bilateral coopera-
tion agreement, negotiations for which are now at an advanced stage. 

Bilateral trade in goods between Ireland and Cuba has increased steadily from a low base in 
recent years and between January and July of 2015 was €2.93 million, compared to €1.35 mil-
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lion for the whole of 2014. We hope that, as the process of economic reform proceeds, and as 
Cuba’s relations with the United States are normalized, it will be possible to develop our trade 
relationship further.

In the context of the European Union, I am pleased that negotiations are continuing on 
an EU-Cuba Political Dialogue and Co-operation Agreement (PDCA). This agreement will 
strengthen the EU-Cuba relationship and provide an improved framework for political dia-
logue, economic relations and cooperation. Six rounds of negotiations have so far taken place 
between Brussels and Havana. A seventh round of talks will take place in Havana early in 2016.

The EU is also Cuba’s second most important trading partner, accounting for 20 per cent of 
all Cuban trade. The Union is also Cuba’s biggest external investor and approximately one third 
of all tourists visiting the island every year come from EU member states. 

17/12/2015WRMM00200Northern Ireland Issues

17/12/2015WRMM00300531. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the dis-
cussions he has had with Members of the Northern Ireland Executive in relation to an Irish 
Language Act for Northern Ireland, which is the responsibility of the Northern Ireland Execu-
tive; the progress on introducing such an Act; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46207/15]

17/12/2015WRMM00400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): A number of ele-
ments of the Good Friday Agreement and St Andrews Agreement have not yet been fully imple-
mented including an Irish Language Act, a North South Consultative Forum, and Bill of Rights 
for Northern Ireland. The Government’s firm position is that these Agreements must be imple-
mented in full.  The Agreements, as well as the principles and values underpinning them, are 
at the core of the Government’s approach to peace, reconciliation and prosperity on this island.

As the Deputy has outlined in his question, the matter of an Irish Language Act for Northern 
Ireland is a devolved one and is now the responsibility of the Northern Ireland Executive and, in 
particular, of the Minister for Culture, Arts and Leisure, Ms. Carál Ní Chuilín MLA.  In terms of 
recent progress, the Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure ran a public consultation process 
on an Irish Language Bill earlier this year following on from the launch of a 20 year Strategy 
for both Irish and Ulster Scots in January this year. 

The Government is closely following progress on this and will continue to advocate for an 
Irish Language Act and to encourage those Northern Ireland parties which currently support an 
Act to continue to build the necessary enabling consensus among their Executive colleagues.  

In addition to our support for an Act, the Government also works to ensure the ongoing en-
hancement and protection of the Irish language in Northern Ireland including through the North 
South Language Body.

17/12/2015WRMM00500Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRMM00600532. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number 
of appointments to State boards under the aegis of his Department and the number of appoint-
ments that have been advertised on his Department’s website since March 2011; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46255/15]

17/12/2015WRMM00700533. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number of 
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chairpersons appointed to State boards under the aegis of his Department  who have appeared 
before the relevant joint Oireachtas committee since March 2011; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [46270/15]

17/12/2015WRMM00800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 532 and 533 together.

There are no State Boards under the aegis of my Department.

17/12/2015WRMM00900Commencement of Legislation

17/12/2015WRMM01000534. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the details 
of the Acts currently in force for which he has lead responsibility and that have parts or sections 
yet to be formally commenced, including the purpose of same, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46285/15]

17/12/2015WRMM01100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Specific provisions 
of Acts under my Department that have not yet been commenced are Sections 14(8) and 14(9) 
of the Passports Act 2008. 

These Sections of the Passports Act, if commenced, would provide that guardians’ consent 
to the issuing of a passport would be considered to be enduring for the child up to the age of 
18.  The commencement of these provisions, including required technology updates, are under 
active consideration as part of the passport reform programme which will run until the end of 
2018.  

Act Specific provisions of the Act which have not yet been commenced
Passports Act 2008 Sections 14(8) and 14(9)

17/12/2015WRMM01200Living Wage

17/12/2015WRMM01300535. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the cost of 
implementing a living wage of €11.50 for all employees directly employed by or in agencies 
funded by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46407/15]

17/12/2015WRMM01400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The potential cost 
of introducing an hourly rate of €11.50 per hour within the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade could be up to €500,000 per annum.  This is dependent on the number of temporary staff 
employed in the Passport Service during the peak season and therefore very difficult to estimate. 

The remuneration of the staff of my Department is as sanctioned by the Department of Pub-
lic Expenditure and Reform in line with Government policy.

17/12/2015WRMM01500Teachers’ Remuneration

17/12/2015WRMM01600536. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the rate of pay for 
new entrants to primary education; the changes that were made to the entry level; her plans to 
reverse this and any other such reductions to the civil and public service; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [45716/15]

17/12/2015WRMM01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Teachers’ Common Ba-
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sic Scale and allowances available to newly employed teachers from 2010 onwards are set out 
in the tables and include the pay restoration measures due to take effect from 1 January 2016, 
which were agreed as part of the Lansdowne Road Agreement and enacted under the Financial 
Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2015 (FEMPI 2015).  Not all of the allowances 
listed are available to every teacher as entitlement is based on the qualifications held by the 
individual and/or the nature of the post for which they were employed. 

Since the beginning of the financial crisis, there has been a need to enact a number of mea-
sures to reduce public expenditure.  The previous Government reduced the salaries and allow-
ances payable of all new entrants to public service recruitment grades (including teachers) by 
10% with effect from 1 January 2011 and required that such new entrants would start on the first 
point of the applicable salary scale. 

Subsequently, following the public service-wide review of allowances and premium pay-
ments, the Government decided to withdraw or modify allowances for new beneficiary public 
servants with effect from 1 February 2012.  Under this decision, certain allowances were with-
drawn for new beneficiary teachers, including qualification allowances.  However, the Govern-
ment partially compensated for this by deciding that new entrant teachers would henceforth 
commence on a new salary scale which had a starting point higher than the starting point of the 
old scale.

These measures were implemented at time of very difficult financial and budgetary circum-
stances for the State.

Alleviation of the salary imbalance between those who entered the public service since 2011 
and those who entered before that date began under the Haddington Road Agreement.  Im-
proved pay scales for post-1 January 2011 and post-1 February 2012 entrants to teaching were 
agreed and implemented under the terms of that Agreement. In addition, allowances payable to 
post-1 January 2011 entrants and such allowances as remain payable to post-1 February 2012 
entrants were restored to pre-2011 levels.

The process of reducing the public service pay reductions made in recent years in respect 
of teachers and other cadres of public servants is outlined in the relevant provisions of the 
Lansdowne Road Agreement.  The Agreement will, through salary increases and a reduction in 
the Pension-Related Deduction, begin the process of restoring the reductions to public service 
pay.  The issue of equalised pay scales was not one which could be resolved in the discussions 
which lead to the Agreement.  However, the flat-rate increases contained in the Agreement and 
implemented as part of FEMPI 2015, will be proportionately more favourable to new entrants 
to teaching (who are lower on the pay scale) than to longer serving teachers.

We look forward to seeing the further restoration of public service pay levels as our econo-
my continues to recover strongly. 

TEACHERS’ COMMON BASIC SCALE
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Scale 
Point

Pre - 1 
January 
2011 
New 
entrants

Pre-1 
January 
2011 
New 
entrants 
- with 
effect 
from 
1/1/16     
(Note a)

Post-
1/1/11 
New 
entrants 
to teach-
ing - 
Applied 
1/1/11 to 
30/6/13 
(Note b)

Post-
1/1/11 
New 
entrants 
to teach-
ing - 
1/7/13 to 
31/10/13 
(Note c)

Post 
1/1/11 
New en-
trants to 
teaching 
- 1/11/13 
to 
31/12/15 
(Note d)

Post-
1/1/11 
New en-
trants to 
teaching 
between 
1/1/2011 
and 
31/1/2012 
- with ef-
fect from 
1/1/16   
(Note e)

Post 
1/2/12 
New 
entrants 
to teach-
ing - 
1/2/12 to 
30/6/13  
(Note f)

Post 
1/2/12 
New 
entrants 
to teach-
ing - 
1/7/13 to 
31/12/15    
(Note g)

Post 
1/2/12 
New 
entrants 
and future 
entrants 
- with 
effect from 
1/1/16     
(Note h)

1 € 30,904 € 31,213 € 27,814 € 27,814 € 27,814 € 28,092 € 30,702 € 30,702 € 31,009
2 € 31,972 € 31,972 € 28,775 € 28,775 € 29,256 € 29,549 € 32,198 € 33,168 € 33,168
3 € 33,041 € 33,041 € 29,737 € 30,702 € 30,904 € 31,213 € 33,168 € 33,950 € 33,950
4 € 34,113 € 34,113 € 30,702 € 31,924 € 31,972 € 31,972 € 34,136 € 36,576 € 36,576
5 € 35,775 € 35,775 € 32,198 € 33,168 € 33,041 € 33,041 € 36,576 € 37,795 € 37,795
6 € 36,853 € 36,853 € 33,168 € 34,136 € 34,113 € 34,113 € 37,795 € 39,251 € 39,251
7 € 37,929 € 37,929 € 34,136 € 36,576 € 35,775 € 35,775 € 39,251 € 40,700 € 40,700
8 € 40,640 € 40,640 € 36,576 € 37,795 € 36,853 € 36,853 € 40,700 € 42,160 € 42,160
9 € 41,994 € 41,994 € 37,795 € 39,251 € 37,929 € 37,929 € 42,160 € 43,380 € 43,380
10 € 43,612 € 43,612 € 39,251 € 40,700 € 40,640 € 40,640 € 43,380 € 44,996 € 44,996
11 € 45,222 € 45,222 € 40,700 € 42,160 € 41,994 € 41,994 € 44,996 € 44,996 € 44,996
12 € 46,844 € 46,844 € 42,160 € 43,380 € 43,612 € 43,612 € 44,996 € 44,996 € 44,996
13 € 48,200 € 48,200 € 43,380 € 44,996 € 45,222 € 45,222 € 44,996 € 47,225 € 47,225
14 € 49,996 € 49,996 € 44,996 € 44,996 € 46,844 € 46,844 € 47,225 € 47,225 € 47,225
15 € 49,996 € 49,996 € 44,996 € 44,996 € 48,200 € 48,200 € 47,225 € 47,225 € 47,225
16 € 49,996 € 49,996 € 44,996 € 47,225 € 49,996 € 49,996 € 47,225 € 47,225 € 47,225
17 € 52,472 € 52,472 € 47,225 € 47,225 € 49,996 € 49,996 € 47,225 € 50,170 € 50,170
18 € 52,472 € 52,472 € 47,225 € 47,225 € 49,996 € 49,996 € 50,170 € 50,170 € 50,170
19 € 52,472 € 52,472 € 47,225 € 47,225 € 52,472 € 52,472 € 50,170 € 50,170 € 50,170
20 € 52,472 € 52,472 € 47,225 € 50,170 € 52,472 € 52,472 € 50,170 € 50,170 € 50,170
21 € 55,744 € 55,744 € 50,170 € 50,170 € 52,472 € 52,472 € 50,170 € 53,423 € 53,423
22 € 55,744 € 55,744 € 50,170 € 50,170 € 52,472 € 52,472 € 53,423 € 53,423 € 53,423
23 € 55,744 € 55,744 € 50,170 € 53,423 € 55,744 € 55,744 € 53,423 € 53,423
24 € 55,744 € 55,744 € 50,170 € 54,339 € 55,744 € 55,744 € 58,765 € 58,765
25 € 59,359 € 59,359 € 53,423 € 55,514 € 55,744 € 55,744 € 59,940 € 59,940
26 € 55,744 € 55,744
27 € 59,359 € 59,359
Notes:

(a) Scale for teachers who entered teaching prior to 1 January 2011- to take effect from 
1/1/16 (As part of FEMPI 2015)

(b) scale for post-1 January 2011 new entrants to teaching which applied from 1 January 
2011 to 30 June 2013

(c) scale for post-1 January 2011 new entrants which applied from 1 July 2013 to 31 October 
2013 (agreed as part of the Haddington Road Agreement)

(d) current scale for post-1 January 2011 new entrants - applies since 1 November 2013 to 
31 December 2015 (implementation of Clause 2.31 of the Haddington Road Agreement)

(e) scale for teachers who entered teaching between 1/1/2011 and 31/1/2012 - to take effect 
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from 1/1/16 (As part of FEMPI 2015)

(f) scale for post-1 February 2012 new entrants to teaching which applied from 1 February 
2012 to 30 June 2013

(g) current scale for post-1 February 2012 new entrants - applies since 1 July 2013 to 31 
December 2015 (agreed as part of the Haddington Road Agreement)

(h) Scale for teachers who entered teaching on or after 1/2/12 and future entrants - to take 
effect from 1/1/16 (As Part of FEMPI 2015)

Allowances

ACADEMIC 
QUALIFICA-
TIONS AL-
LOWANCES

1/1/10 Post-1/1/11 
New Entrants 
to teach-
ing - 1/1/11 
to 31/10/13  
(Note e)

Post-1/1/11 
New Entrants 
to teach-
ing - 1/11/13 
onwards    
(Note f)

Post-1/2/12 
New Entrants 
to teach-
ing - 1/2/12 
to 31/10/13 
(Notes g and 
h)

Post-1/2/12 
New Entrants 
to teaching - 
1/11/13 onwards 
(Notes g and i)

1. (a) (i)   H. 
Dip. in Ed. 
(Pass)

€ 591 € 532 € 591

     (ii)  Higher 
Froebel Cert.

€ 591 € 532 € 591

(b) (i)   H. Dip. 
in Ed. (1st or 
2nd Hons)

€ 1,236 € 1,112 € 1,236

      (ii)  Ard 
Teastas Gaeilge

€ 1,236 € 1,112 € 1,236

(c) Primary 
Degree (Pass)

€ 1,842 € 1,658 € 1,842

(d) Masters De-
gree by thesis 
or exam (Pass)

€ 4,918 € 4,426 € 4,918

(e) Primary 
Degree (1st or 
2nd Hons)

€ 4,918 € 4,426 € 4,918

(f) Masters De-
gree (1st or 2nd 
Hons)

€ 5,496 € 4,946 € 5,496

(g) Doctors 
Degree

€ 6,140 € 5,526 € 6,140

Notes on qualification allowances:

(i) Only one of the allowances at (a) or (b) may be held together with one of the allowances 
(c) to (g)

(ii) Teachers first employed between 5 December 2011 and 31 January 2012 (inclusive) 
will be assessed for allowances on the basis of their qualifications at entry to the profession to a 
minimum combined allowance equivalent to that payable for an Honours Primary Degree
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ACADEMIC 
QUALIFICA-
TIONS ALLOW-
ANCES

1/1/10 Post-1/1/11 
New Entrants 
to teach-
ing-1/1/11 
to 31/10/13 
(Note e)

Post-1/1/11 
New Entrants 
to teach-
ing - 1/11/13 
onwards    
(Note f)

Post-1/2/12 
New Entrants 
to teach-
ing - 1/2/12 
to 31/10/13 
(Notes g and 
h)

Post-1/2/12 
New Entrants 
to teaching 
- 1/11/13 on-
wards (Notes 
g and i)

2.  Diploma 
for Teachers of 
Deaf/Blind/Men-
tally

€ 2,437 € 2,193 € 2,437

and Physically 
Handicapped 
Children
OTHER AL-
LOWANCES
3. Teaching 
through Irish

€ 1,583 € 1,424 € 1,583

4.  Gaeltacht 
Grant 

€ 3,063 € 2,757 € 3,063

5.  Island Allow-
ance

€ 1,842 € 1,658 € 1,842

6.  Allowance 
payable to teach-
ers of appren-
tices

€ 9,740 € 8,766 € 9,740

In Dun 
Laoghaire and 
Co. Cork VECs
7.  Honorarium 
Payable to 
Teachers in the 
Prison Service

€ 4,773 € 4,296 € 4,773 € 4,296 € 4,773

8.  Secure Unit 
Allowance/Dis-
turbed Adoles-
cent Allowance

€ 2,195 € 1,976 € 2,195 € 1,976 € 2,195

2012/13
9.  Supervision 
and Substitution 
Allowance (Note 
j)
Pre-2011 En-
trants to teaching

€ 1,769

Post-1/1/11 new 
entrants to teach-
ing

€ 1,592
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ACADEMIC 
QUALIFICA-
TIONS ALLOW-
ANCES

1/1/10 Post-1/1/11 
New Entrants 
to teach-
ing-1/1/11 
to 31/10/13 
(Note e)

Post-1/1/11 
New Entrants 
to teach-
ing - 1/11/13 
onwards    
(Note f)

Post-1/2/12 
New Entrants 
to teach-
ing - 1/2/12 
to 31/10/13 
(Notes g and 
h)

Post-1/2/12 
New Entrants 
to teaching 
- 1/11/13 on-
wards (Notes 
g and i)

Post-1/2/12 new 
entrants to teach-
ing

€ 1,592

(e) rate of allowance for post-1 January 2011 new entrants to teaching which applied from 
1 January 2011 to 31 October 2013

(f) current rate of allowance for post-1 January 2011 new entrants - applies since 1 Novem-
ber 2013 (implementation of Clause 2.31 of the Haddington Road Agreement)

(g) certain allowances were withdrawn by Government decision and are no longer payable 
to new beneficiaries post-1 February 2012

(h) rate of allowance for post-1 February 2012 new beneficiaries which applied from 1 Feb-
ruary 2012 to 31 October 2013

(i) current rate of allowance for post-1 February 2012 new beneficiaries - applies since 1 
November 2013 (implementation of Clause 2.31 of the Haddington Road Agreement)

(j) the Supervision and Substitution allowance was withdrawn with effect from 1 July 2013 
under the Haddington Road Agreement

17/12/2015WRMM01800School Staffing

17/12/2015WRMM01900537. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will amend 
the current rules under the school transport scheme whereby, in determining eligibility for 
school transport, applicants must meet the relevant distance criteria and must attend their near-
est school; having regard to ethos and language, if school-goers would enjoy greater freedom 
to choose which school they would attend if a certain degree of flexibility was exercised with 
regard to the enforcement of this requirement; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[45725/15]

17/12/2015WRMM02000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Schemes is, having regard to available re-
sources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

Children who are not eligible for school transport, under the terms of the schemes, may 
apply to Bus Éireann for transport on a concessionary basis subject to a number of conditions 
including the availability of spare seats on an existing service and the payment of the annual 
charge.

 While it is the prerogative of parents to send their children to the school of their choice, 
eligibility for school transport at primary and post primary level is to the nearest school/educa-
tion centre.
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It makes economic sense that the provision of school transport should be to the nearest 
school and I have no plans to review the current eligibility criteria.

17/12/2015WRMM02100School Staffing

17/12/2015WRMM02200538. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
pupils enrolled and the number of teachers employed in a school (details supplied) in County 
Laois on 1 January 2014 and on 1 January 2015; the number of teachers expected to be em-
ployed on 1 January 2016 and 1 January 2017; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[45727/15]

17/12/2015WRMM02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The criteria used for the al-
location of teachers to primary schools is published annually on the website of the Department 
of Education and Skills. The key factor for determining the level of staffing resources provided 
at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrol-
ments on the previous 30 September. The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent 
manner and treats all similar types of schools equally. The staffing schedule also includes an 
appeals mechanism for schools to submit an appeal under certain criteria to an independent Ap-
peals Board. Details of the appeals criteria are set out in the published staffing arrangements.

The Statistics Section of my Department’s website contains extensive data relating to 
schools, including data on an individual school basis. The most recent published information 
relates to the 2014/15 school year.

The Deputy will be aware that I have made provision in Budget 2016 for some 2,260 addi-
tional teaching posts for our primary and post primary schools next year. These posts will pro-
vide for an improvement in the staffing schedules at primary and post primary levels, enhance 
the leadership and management roles of deputy principals at post-primary level by reducing 
their teaching time, an improvement to the scheme of release time for principal teachers at pri-
mary level and additional resource posts to meet special education needs.

At primary level there will be a one point improvement to the primary staffing schedule to 
be implemented for the 2016/17 school year. This will see the primary staffing schedule operate 
on the basis of a general average of 1 classroom teacher for every 27 pupils. Lower thresholds 
apply for DEIS Band 1 schools. The improved staffing schedule is currently available on the 
Department website.

The staffing and redeployment arrangements for all schools for the 2016/17 school year will 
be published early in 2016. The final staffing position for 2016/17 for all schools will ultimately 
not be known until the Autumn. At that stage the allocation process will be fully completed and 
any appeals to the Primary Staffing Appeals Board will have been considered.

17/12/2015WRMM02400Freedom of Information Fees

17/12/2015WRMM02500539. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount her 
Department has received in fees from freedom of information requests in 2014 and in 2015 to 
date; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45757/15]

17/12/2015WRMM02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department received 
€1,959.16 in fees from Freedom of Information requests in 2014 and €480 in fees to date in 
2015.  
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17/12/2015WRMM02700Summer Works Scheme Applications

17/12/2015WRMM02800540. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she is 
aware of the dilapidated state of the playground at a school (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
that this situation has persisted for some years and that during this time accidents have occurred 
in greater frequency causing unnecessary injury to children; the measures she will take to help 
alleviate it; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45772/15]

17/12/2015WRMM02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The scope of works to which 
the Deputy refers is appropriate for consideration under the Summer Works Scheme and the 
school in question has applied for these works under the Summer Works Scheme 2016/2017.

It is my intention to published a list of successful applicants at the end of February/early 
March 2016.

With the exception of the 2012/13 school year, this school, as with all primary schools, re-
ceived an annual minor works grant.  The minor works grant for the 2015/16 school year issued 
last month.  Management authorities can use this grant to address the highest priority works 
needed in their schools including upgrading their external play areas.

17/12/2015WRMM03000Ministerial Staff

17/12/2015WRMM03100541. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
political staff working in her Department, including the role and salary of each staff member.  
[45784/15]

17/12/2015WRMM03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In accordance with the 
Guidelines for Ministerial Appointments as published by the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform 2 Special Advisers, 1 Personal Assistant, 1 Personal Secretary and 2 Civilian Driv-
ers have been engaged at my Department to assist me in carrying out my official functions.  In 
relation to the Minister of State at my Department 1 Personal Assistant, 1 Personal Secretary 
and 2 Civilian Drivers are engaged.

The Special Advisers are currently on annual salaries of €84,706 and €78,670 respectively.  
The following are the pay scales that apply to the grades of Personal Assistant, Personal Secre-
tary and Civilian Driver.  Under the terms of the Ethics Acts copies of their respective contracts 
of employment were laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas which the Deputy can view at the 
Oireachtas library. 

Personal Assistant Point Rate 1:   €43,715 pa;  2 . €45,485 pa;  3. €47,304 pa;  4. €48,520 pa;  
5. €49,790 pa;  6. €51,365 pa;  7. €52,925 pa;  LSI 1 €54,490 pa;  LSI 2 €56,060 pa.

Personal Secretary

Point Rate 1:  €456.50 pw;  2.  €484.19 pw;  3.  €517.06 pw;  4.  €562.32 pw;  5.  €607.61 
pw;  6.  €655.33 pw;  7. €702.38 pw;  8. €746.36 pw;  9. €791.20 pw;  10. €833.84 pw; 11.  
€865.47 pw;  12.  €880.41 pw;  LSI 1 €899.48 pw;  LSI 2 €915.20 pw.

Civilian Driver

 1 Point - €665.00 pw
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17/12/2015WRMM03300Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

17/12/2015WRMM03400542. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills why a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Westmeath who was in a position to confirm their address by way of 
social protection and other documents has not been paid a student support grant, given that the 
person has made an appeal to Student Universal Support Ireland; if she will address this issue; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45796/15]

17/12/2015WRMM03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I understand that this par-
ticular case is in respect of independent living. 

The decision on eligibility for new student grant applications is a matter for the centralised 
grant awarding authority, SUSI (Student Universal Support Ireland). When considering wheth-
er a student meets the conditions to be assessed independently of his or her parents, grant 
awarding authorities are obliged to satisfy themselves beyond doubt that an acceptable degree 
of proof of independent living in the relevant period has been submitted by the grant applicant.

I understand that, SUSI accepts certain documentation from the Department of Social Pro-
tection in order to assist an applicant in proving that he/she is living independently at an address. 
The documentation must, however, directly relate to the applicant’s residence at that address 
e.g. a letter from the Department of Social Protection confirming that the applicant is receiving 
rent allowance at that address. Other forms of correspondence from the Department of Social 
Protection that may be provided to SUSI by applicants as part of their student grant application 
do not necessarily require the same level of validation by the Department of Social Protection 
with regard to the person’s residence at a particular address. However, all documentation re-
ceived by SUSI as evidence of independent residence is reviewed and decisions are made on a 
case by case basis having regard to the evidential value of the documentation submitted, other 
available evidence and the specific circumstances of each case.

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, 
she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to their awarding body. Where an individual applicant 
has had an appeal turned down in writing, by SUSI, and remains of the view that the scheme has 
not been interpreted correctly in her case, an appeal form outlining the position may be submit-
ted by the applicant to the independent Student Grant Appeals Board.

17/12/2015WRMM03600Legislative Process RIA

17/12/2015WRMM03700543. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
Bills her Department has published since 9 March 2011; the number and Title of those Bills 
that included a regulatory impact assessment in advance of publication; the regulatory impact 
assessments published; the number of promised Bills for publication; the Bills that will include 
a regulatory impact assessment; the regulatory impact assessments that will be published before 
publication of the relevant Bill; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45806/15]

17/12/2015WRMM03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department has pub-
lished 9 bills since 9 March 2011.

Six of those bills included a regulatory impact assessment (RIA).  The titles of those bills 
are as follows: 

1. Qualifications and Quality Assurance (Education and Training) Bill 2011 – A RIA was 
published with the Bill and is available on my Department’s Website;
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2. Education (Amendment) Bill 2012 – A RIA was completed in December 2011 and pub-
lished on my Department’s website;

3. Education and Training Boards Bill 2012 – A RIA for this Bill was completed in 2012 and 
was published on my Department’s website;

4. Teaching Council (Amendment) Act 2015 – A screening RIA was completed prior to 
publication of the Bill and was published along with the Bill;

5. The Education (Admissions to Schools) Bill 2015 – A RIA for this Bill was completed 
in advance of publication of the Bill and was made available on my Department’s website; and

6. The Technological Universities Bill 2015 – A RIA was carried out in conjunction with the 
drafting of the Bill and will be made available on my Department’s website.

There are two other Bills currently being drafted in the Office of Parliamentary Counsel.  
These are the Retention of Certain Records Bill and the Universities (Amendment) Bill.  No 
RIA will be published with these Bills as they do not have an impact on the regulatory environ-
ment. 

17/12/2015WRNN00200Schools Building Projects Status

17/12/2015WRNN00300544. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
in identifying and securing a site for a planned new second level school (details supplied) in 
County Cork; when construction will commence; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [45824/15]

17/12/2015WRNN00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the Deputy may be aware, 
my Department is working with Cork County Council under the Memorandum of Understand-
ing for the acquisition of school sites, towards the acquisition of a permanent site to meet the 
needs of the school to which he refers.   A site acquisition process is underway at present. When 
the site acquisition has been completed, the project will be progressed to architectural planning.   
The school will open in temporary accommodation in September 2016, pending delivery of 
the permanent accommodation. Officials from my Department have informed the patron body, 
Educate Together, in relation to this.

17/12/2015WRNN00500Schools Building Projects Status

17/12/2015WRNN00600545. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
in identifying and securing a permanent site for a primary school (details supplied) in Coun-
ty Cork; when construction will commence; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[45825/15]

17/12/2015WRNN00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the Deputy may be aware, 
my Department is working with Cork County Council under the Memorandum of Understand-
ing for the acquisition of school sites, towards the acquisition of a permanent site to meet the 
needs of the school to which he refers.   A site acquisition process is underway at present. When 
the site acquisition has been completed, the project will be progressed to architectural planning. 

17/12/2015WRNN00800Schools Building Projects Status
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17/12/2015WRNN00900546. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
an application for capital funding for a sports hall by a post-primary school (details supplied) in 
Cork City; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45830/15]

17/12/2015WRNN01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department is in receipt of an application for the provision of a sports hall for the school 
in question. Due to the competing demands on my Department’s capital budget imposed by the 
need to prioritise available funding towards the provision of essential school classroom accom-
modation, it is not possible at this point to provide an indicative timeframe for the provision of 
funding for the facility in question.   In that regard, however, significant funding was devolved 
to the school concerned in 2011 for the provision of four additional general classrooms to meet 
the schools immediate accommodation needs. 

17/12/2015WRNN01100Schools Building Projects Status

17/12/2015WRNN01200547. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills in the context of the 
recently published schools building programme, if the identification of County Galway as an 
area where additional provision may be required relates to the provision of a non-denomina-
tional second level school, for example, an Educate Together school; if she is carrying out on-
going consultation concerning the provision of second level schools under different patrons in 
County Galway; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45835/15]

17/12/2015WRNN01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department uses a Geo-
graphical Information System (GIS) to identify where the pressure for school places will arise. 
The outcome of the latest demographic exercises, based on the GIS, is that on 17th November 
last, I announced the establishment of 4 primary schools and 9 post-primary schools to open 
in 2017 and 2018.  I also indicated that a number of areas experiencing increased demographic 
pressure would be kept under ongoing review, including Galway City and Environs.

The patronage determination process for new schools is a separate process, which is run 
after it is decided that, based on the demographic data, a new school is required. Parental prefer-
ences are central to this process and prospective patrons are required to provide evidence of de-
mand for their particular type of school.  It is open to all patrons, patron bodies and prospective 
patrons, including Educate Together, to apply for patronage of a new school under this process. 

17/12/2015WRNN01400Schools Building Projects Status

17/12/2015WRNN01500548. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she has received 
a request from the board of management of a school (details supplied) for additional funding 
towards an approved extension; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45845/15]

17/12/2015WRNN01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The school in question was 
approved funding in 2015 under the Additional Accommodation Scheme to provide two new 
classrooms and some conversion works to the existing building.  The school authority submit-
ted an application for additional funding in respect of an increased scope of works.  While ad-
ditional funding was made available for the original project at that time, an increase in the scope 
of works was not approved.  The school authority was advised to reduce the scope of works to 
the original approval.  The school authority has submitted an appeal which is currently being 
considered and the school will be advised without delay when a decision has been made.
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17/12/2015WRNN01700Further Education and Training Programmes Funding

17/12/2015WRNN01800549. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount 
of funding she has allocated to education training boards to provide training and how much of 
this funding has been returned to her Department due to the boards being unable to provide 
training, by county, in 2014 and in 2015 to date. [45848/15]

17/12/2015WRNN01900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
The allocation of Further Education and Training (FET) funding to Education and Training 
Boards (ETBs) is an operational matter for SOLAS and I have forwarded your request to SO-
LAS for direct response. 

SOLAS took over the allocation of funding for further education and training programmes 
in 2014. This includes funding from the National Training Fund (NTF) for Training Centres 
which transferred from SOLAS to ETBs in two phases in January and July 2014. 

A total of €9.3 million unspent funding from the NTF in 2014 was returned by SOLAS to 
my Department this year.  SOLAS is currently finalising the position for 2015.

17/12/2015WRNN02000Departmental Properties

17/12/2015WRNN02100550. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she is still the 
owner of a building (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [45865/15]

17/12/2015WRNN02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I can confirm that the prop-
erty referred to by the Deputy is not in the ownership of the Minister for Education and Skills. 
As the Deputy may be aware, the primary school referred to has ceased to exist since the 1960’s.

17/12/2015WRNN02300Schools Building Projects Status

17/12/2015WRNN02400551. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to previ-
ous parliamentary questions, if urgently needed classroom space will be provided for a school 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45866/15]

17/12/2015WRNN02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I can confirm that the school 
referred to by the Deputy has submitted an application to my Department for capital funding for 
additional school accommodation. 

Further details relevant to the application were requested from the school.  On receipt of that 
information the application can be considered further with a decision conveyed to the school 
authority in due course.

17/12/2015WRNN02600Summer Works Scheme Applications

17/12/2015WRNN02700552. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to previ-
ous parliamentary questions, if an urgently needed new roof will be provided under the summer 
works scheme for a school (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [45867/15]
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17/12/2015WRNN02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that commensurate with the level of funding available for the Summer Works Scheme, applica-
tions including that from the school referred to by the Deputy will be assessed on a top down 
basis in accordance with the prioritisation criteria outlined in the governing Circular Letter for 
the Scheme. This Circular Letter (0055/2015), is available on my Department’s website www.
education.ie.

It is my intention to publish a list of successful applicants at the end of February/early 
March 2016.

17/12/2015WRNN02900Summer Works Scheme Applications

17/12/2015WRNN03000553. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if urgently need-
ed new electrical works will be provided for a school (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [45868/15]

17/12/2015WRNN03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that commensurate with the level of funding available for the Summer Works Scheme, applica-
tions including that from the school referred to by the Deputy will be assessed on a top down 
basis in accordance with the prioritisation criteria outlined in the governing Circular Letter for 
the Scheme. This Circular Letter (0055/2015), is available on my Department’s website www.
education.ie.

It is my intention to publish a list of successful applicants at the end of February/early 
March 2016.

17/12/2015WRNN03200State Examinations Commission

17/12/2015WRNN03300554. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will re-
view the recent interview process carried out by the State Examinations Commission for the 
senior examiners panel; if the spouse of an interviewee was part of the interviewing panel; if 
this is acceptable; if she has confidence in the outcome; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [45869/15]

17/12/2015WRNN03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for this issue. 

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

17/12/2015WRNN03500School Transport Provision

17/12/2015WRNN03600555. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to previ-
ous parliamentary questions to the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, if her Department 
will be in a position to assist with the provision of measures to enhance road safety at drop-off 
and collection time at a school (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [45870/15]

17/12/2015WRNN03700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
Bus Éireann, which operates the School Transport Scheme on behalf of my Department, has 
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advised that one school transport service currently operates to the school in question and that 
they have no issue with safety at the set down and pick up point. 

Furthermore, they have advised that there is a crossing guard in attendance at the school.

In general, individual school authorities are responsible, in the first instance, for ensuring 
the safety and welfare of children and others in their care. 

The issue of road safety measures outside the vested site areas of schools on public roads, 
such as road signage, traffic calming measures, parking etc., is a matter for the relevant Local 
Authority.

Local Authorities have the power to decide on road safety measures outside schools to en-
sure that measures are in place to protect the safety of local school children.

My Department has no function in this matter.

17/12/2015WRNN03800Summer Works Scheme Applications

17/12/2015WRNN03900556. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an urgently 
needed car-parking space will be provided under the summer works scheme for a school (de-
tails supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45871/15]

17/12/2015WRNN04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that commensurate with the level of funding available for the Summer Works Scheme, applica-
tions including that from the school referred to by the Deputy will be assessed on a top down 
basis in accordance with the prioritisation criteria outlined in the governing Circular Letter for 
the Scheme. This Circular Letter (0055/2015), is available on my Department’s website www.
education.ie.

It is my intention to publish a list of successful applicants at the end of February/early 
March 2016.

17/12/2015WRNN04100Pupil-Teacher Ratio

17/12/2015WRNN04200557. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if retention 
thresholds for two, three and four-teacher primary schools for 2016-17 will be 18, 52 and 82, 
respectively; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45873/15]

17/12/2015WRNN04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The criteria used for the 
allocation of teachers to schools are published annually on the Department’s website. The key 
factor for determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the 
staffing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 Septem-
ber. The staffing process also includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit an appeal 
under certain criteria to an independent Appeals Board. Details of the appeals criteria are set out 
in the published staffing arrangements.

The Deputy will be aware that I have made provision in Budget 2016 for some 2,260 addi-
tional teaching posts for our primary and post primary schools next year. These posts will pro-
vide for an improvement in the staffing schedules at primary and post primary levels, enhance 
the leadership and management roles of deputy principals at post-primary level by reducing 
their teaching time, an improvement to the scheme of release time for principal teachers at pri-
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mary level and additional resource posts to meet special education needs.

At primary level there will be a one point improvement to the primary staffing schedule to 
be implemented for the 2016/17 school year. This will see the primary staffing schedule operate 
on the basis of a general average of 1 classroom teacher for every 27 pupils. Lower thresholds 
apply for DEIS Band 1 schools. The improved staffing schedule, which include the retention 
thresholds referred to by the Deputy, is currently available on the Department website.

Preparation for the staffing and redeployment process for the 2016/17 school year is cur-
rently underway in my Department. The staffing and redeployment arrangements for all schools 
for the 2016/17 school year will be published shortly.

17/12/2015WRNN04400School Transport Tendering

17/12/2015WRNN04500558. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will liaise 
with Bus Éireann with a view to implementing fairer tendering criteria for school bus routes so 
that companies in receipt of substantial funding for community transport provision will not be 
able to displace private operators who do not benefit from other public sources of funding; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [45915/15]

17/12/2015WRNN04600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
Bus Éireann is obliged to tender all works, goods and services in line with the European Direc-
tives on public procurement. This includes school transport services performed by contractors 
under the School Transport Scheme, which Bus Éireann operates on behalf of the Department 
of Education and Skills.

Bus Éireann is satisfied that the tendering process is a competitive process which allows the 
Company achieve value for money, enables eligible parties to participate, provides transpar-
ency on how contracts are awarded, and facilitates equality of treatment. All of those elements 
reflect public procurement requirements at both a national and EU level. The rules of the pro-
cess and conditions of tendering are clearly outlined in the tender documentation. 

The experience of the driver assigned to perform the service is one of the award criteria, and 
while previous experience with the company is taken into account Bus Éireann is not permitted 
to conduct a process which provides an incumbent operator with an unfair advantage.

Bus Éireann has further confirmed that, on the basis of legal advice, the recipient of Gov-
ernment funding cannot be automatically excluded from participating in a public procurement 
tender competition.

Generally a five-year contract is awarded to the successful tenderer. This provides security 
for the duration of the contract to the contractor as well as stability, in terms of familiarity with 
transport arrangements, for the families, schools, and children concerned.

17/12/2015WRNN04700Third Level Fees

17/12/2015WRNN04800559. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if habitual resi-
dency criteria for qualification for free fees for third level courses will be eased for returning 
Irish emigrants, as many currently have to pay full fees if they have been out of Ireland for a 
certain period; if she recognises the irony and unfairness of this, given that those who are forced 
to emigrate are arguably the greatest victims of economic failure; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45924/15]
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17/12/2015WRNN04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the Deputy will be aware, 
in order to qualify for tuition fee funding, students must be first-time undergraduates, hold inter 
alia EU/EEA/Swiss nationality in their own right, and have been ordinarily resident in an EU/
EEA/Swiss state for at least three of the five years preceding their entry to an approved third 
level course.

Where students do not qualify for free fees funding they must pay the appropriate fee - ei-
ther EU or Non-EU, as determined by each higher education institution. These institutions are 
autonomous bodies and the level of fee payable by students who do not meet the requirements 
of the free fees scheme is a matter for the relevant institution. 

Due to concerns in relation to the fact that in some cases the higher non-EU fee was being 
charged to students who held EU/EEA/Swiss nationality but did not meet the residency clause 
for free fees, the Department requested higher education institutions to charge the more moder-
ate EU fee to such students who have completed at least five academic years of study (primary 
or post-primary level) in Ireland/EU/EEA/Switzerland and commence their first undergraduate 
course of study in an approved institution here. This position took effect from the previous aca-
demic year, 2014/15. There are no plans to further amend this provision.

17/12/2015WROO0010017/12/2015WROO00200Student Grant Scheme Applications

17/12/2015WROO00300560. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a decision 
will be made for a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and the documentation that is 
required by Student Universal Support Ireland for this decision to be made. [46015/15]

17/12/2015WROO00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As part of a comprehensive 
customer service and communications strategy provided by Student Universal Support Ireland 
(SUSI), to ensure that all necessary avenues are open to applicants to receive the information 
they need, a dedicated email and phone line service is provided by SUSI for Oireachtas mem-
bers. This was established to meet an identified need for applicants who choose to engage the 
assistance of their public representatives in making inquiries about their grant applications.

This service complements the established channels provided by SUSI which include online 
application tracking, a dedicated website, a telephone helpdesk, email and social media, includ-
ing Facebook and Twitter. 

Inquiries may be emailed direct to SUSI at oireachtas@susi.ie. Staff in SUSI are responding 
to email queries within a matter of days.

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant or 
that the rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to 
SUSI.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and re-
mains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an ap-
peal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student 
Grants Appeals Board within the required timeframe.

17/12/2015WROO00500Preschool Services

17/12/2015WROO00600561. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps she is taking 
to ensure that permission for a naíonra in a school (details supplied) in County Dublin will issue 
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shortly, given that her Department assured the school that permission for same would issue in 
early autumn 2015. [46021/15]

17/12/2015WROO00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In general my Department 
looks favourably on applications for the establishment of pre-school facilities on school sites. 
However there are a number of complex issues that need to be considered in respect of such ap-
plications, including governance, insurance and leasing arrangements among others. These is-
sues are currently being appraised by my Department and the school authorities will be advised 
of developments in due course. 

17/12/2015WROO00800Schools Building Projects Status

17/12/2015WROO00900562. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills when an applica-
tion for a building project (details supplied) in County Cavan will be approved; the stage this 
project is at; when it will proceed to the next stage; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [46076/15]

17/12/2015WROO01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I can confirm that my De-
partment is in receipt of an application for the provision of a PE hall for the school in question.

I wish to advise the Deputy that due to the competing demands on my Department’s capital 
budget imposed by the need to prioritise available funding towards the provision of essential 
school classroom accommodation, it is not possible at this point to provide an indicative time-
frame for the provision of funding for the facility in question.

However, I also wish to advise the Deputy that this school since 2004 has received fund-
ing in excess of €3.7 million for the provision of general classrooms, science lab, DCG room, 
universal access and general school  refurbishment works.

17/12/2015WROO01100Institutes of Technology Funding

17/12/2015WROO01200563. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
funding for Dundalk Institute of Technology; if she is aware of the concerns of the Teachers 
Union of Ireland regarding this issue; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46132/15]

17/12/2015WROO01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department allocates 
recurrent funding to the Higher Education Authority (HEA) for direct disbursement to the HEA 
designated higher education institutions, including Institutes such as Dundalk Institute of Tech-
nology (DKIT). The HEA allocates this funding to the institutions and the internal disbursement 
of funding is then a matter for the individual institution.

I understand that DKIT has indicated an operating deficit for 2014/15 and has already ac-
cumulated significant accumulated deficits from previous years. Details I recently announced in 
relation to an infrastructure maintenance grant of €750,000 for the Institute will provide some 
help in addressing the deficit position. 

The HEA has agreed with DKIT that an external financial expert is appointed to robustly 
review current systems and performance, agree a financial plan, which will return the Institute’s 
operational budget to a breakeven position within three years, and recommend a programme of 
remedial action to the Governing Body. 

My Department, through the HEA, will continue to work with DKIT to monitor the finan-
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cial position and to ensure that any issues with regard to financial sustainability continue to be 
addressed.

17/12/2015WROO01400Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/12/2015WROO01500564. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
places in autism spectrum disorder units which are part of mainstream schools at primary level 
and at secondary level in Cork city and county; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[46136/15]

17/12/2015WROO01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the Deputy is aware, 
my Department provides for a range of placement options and supports for schools which have 
enrolled pupils with Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in order to ensure that, wherever a child 
is enrolled, they will have access to an appropriate education. 

Children with ASD may be enrolled in a mainstream school and can attend all mainstream 
classes. In such cases these children will receive additional teaching support through the learn-
ing support and/or the resource teacher and, where appropriate, will receive access to Special 
Needs Assistance and assistive technology if required. 

In respect of children with ASD who cannot be accommodated in mainstream education, 
they may be enrolled in special classes or special schools where more intensive and supportive 
interventions are provided. 

Progress in developing this network has been significant and in addition to the special school 
placements there are over 1,000 special classes throughout the country at primary and post pri-
mary level, of which 762 are for children with Autism.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) have advised that there are 90 special 
ASD classes in mainstream primary schools in Cork city and county. 24 of these are Early Inter-
vention classes for children with ASD who are not yet school going age. There are also 34 ASD 
classes at Post Primary level in mainstream schools in Cork city and county. Each special class 
for autism has a 6:1 pupil teacher ratio. A full list of special classes is available on the NCSE 
website www.ncse.ie.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has recently submitted their Policy Ad-
vice on Educational Provision for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders. In developing this 
policy advice, the NCSE has consulted widely with parents, professionals and other stakehold-
ers and interested parties while also conducting research. The policy advice is currently under 
consideration in my Department. 

My officials will consider and report to me on any recommendations in the report which 
relate to the issues raised by the Deputy.

17/12/2015WROO01700Departmental Properties

17/12/2015WROO01800565. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
inquiries she has processed on the use of a vacant site at a location (details supplied) in County 
Kilkenny for the purposes of education; if she has plans for this site; if she will consider giving 
use of it to the Order of Malta in Kilkenny, which wishes to train and educate its volunteers 
but cannot fully do so due to lack of a facility; if she will grant a temporary licence to use the 
site given the important and voluntary nature of the work of the Order of Malta; and if she will 
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request her officials to meet this organisation.  [46144/15]

17/12/2015WROO01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department received three inquiries relating to the use of the property in question. I also 
wish to advise the Deputy that the site will continue to be used for educational purposes and is 
therefore not available for the purpose to which he refers.

17/12/2015WROO02000Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

17/12/2015WROO02100566. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of dental nursing award classification on the national framework of qualifications; why dental 
nursing is categorised as a foundation course; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[46176/15]

17/12/2015WROO02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I understand following clar-
ification that this question concerns eligibility for the Student Grant Scheme.

Approved undergraduate courses for the Student Grant Scheme 2015 are prescribed in the 
Student Support Regulations 2015 and in the Student Support Act 2011. 

The Regulations prescribe that an approved undergraduate course is a full-time course lead-
ing to a major higher education and training award which takes a minimum of two years to 
complete in an approved institution.

The course referred to by the Deputy is not approved for the purposes of the Student Grant 
Scheme as it leads to a special purpose/minor award rather than a major award, is part-time and 
is less than two years in duration. 

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant or 
that the rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to 
SUSI. Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and 
remains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an ap-
peal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student 
Grants Appeals Board within the required timeframe.

17/12/2015WROO02300Schools Building Projects Status

17/12/2015WROO02400567. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application for new permanent accommodation for a school (details supplied) in County Cavan, 
including when this project will proceed to the next stage; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [46192/15]

17/12/2015WROO02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is at Stage 2(a), developed design stage of the architec-
tural planning process. The Design Team are currently finalising the Stage 2(a) Report. 

Upon successful completion of Stage 2(a) and subject to no issues arising, the project will be 
authorised to complete Stage 2(b) which includes securing Planning Permission, Fire Cert and 
Disability Access Cert, the preparation of tender documents and prequalification of contractors. 

As the Deputy is aware on Tuesday 17th November 2015 I announced details of the major 
school building projects where construction is expected to commence over the next 6 years. I 
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am pleased to inform the Deputy that the major project for this school is included in this plan 
and is scheduled to commence construction in 2016. Information in respect of all projects on 
this 6 year plan is available on my Department’s website www.education.ie.

17/12/2015WROO02600School Enrolments Data

17/12/2015WROO02700568. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of schools on offshore islands and the number of pupils and teachers in each school, in 
tabular form. [46214/15]

17/12/2015WROO02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The information requested 
by the Deputy is set out in the following table.  The figures given are those provided by schools 
on 30th September 2014 for the 2014/2015 Annual School Census.

Island Primary Schools 2014 - 2015

Roll No. Official School Name Total 
Boys

Total 
Girls

Total Pupils Total Teach-
ers (Full Time 
Equivalent)

14065H SHERKIN ISLAND N S 2 2 4 1
14303U S N CLEIRE 8 7 15 2.5
19525R MHICHIL NAOFA 12 7 19 2
05164I SCOIL NAOMH CHOL-

MCILLE
5 5 10 1.5

15955W SN ARAINN MHOR I 16 15 31 3
16384K SN ARAINN MHOR II 5 7 12 1
12339I S N INIS MEADHOIN 1 2 3 1
13927H INISHBOFIN N S 4 8 12 2.5
17289V S N CAOMHAIN 7 11 18 2.5
17456O S N RONAIN 20 14 34 3
20210W S N EOIN POL II 12 8 20 2
13174H ST COLUMBAS N.S. 1 1 2 1
13311O ST PATRICKS NS 10 12 22 2.5
Island Post-Primary Schools 2014 - 2015

Roll No. Official School Name Total Boys Total Girls Total Pupils
71244F Gairmscoil Mhic 

Diarmada
44 34 78

71300M COLÁISTE NAOMH 
ÉINNE

35 37 72

71370K Coláiste Ghobnait 14 16 30
76079S Coláiste Phobail 

Cholmcille
1 3 4

17/12/2015WROO02900Teachers’ Remuneration

17/12/2015WROO03000569. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of 
the restoration of the islander allowance to all teachers teaching on islands. [46215/15]
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17/12/2015WROO03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Circular 8/2013 issued by 
my Department dealt with the Public Service wide review of allowances and premium pay-
ments for teachers.

Under the terms of that Circular teachers appointed prior to the 1st February 2012 who were 
in receipt of the island allowance at that time continue to be paid it.  The payment of the allow-
ance is subject to continuing to comply with the criteria as outlined in Paragraph 18 of 8/2013. 
The position regarding teachers appointed since the 1st February 2012 is outlined in Paragraph 
19 of that Circular.

The annual current cost of the restoration of the allowance to teachers who are not already 
in receipt of it and paid on payrolls operated by my Department is estimated at €8,600. 

As each Education and Training Board operate its own payroll, information on the cost of 
the restoration of the island allowance to teachers employed in second level island schools oper-
ated by the ETB.s would have to be obtained from them.

17/12/2015WRPP0010017/12/2015WRPP00150Higher Education Institutions Staff

17/12/2015WRPP00200570. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the ratio of 
senior to junior staff in academic and administrative grades by higher education institution for 
each year since 2010, with reference to section 9 of the revised employment control framework 
for the higher education sector 2010 to 2014 (details supplied); the sanctions that have been 
levied on institutions which have breached these ratios; if, with the lapsing of the employment 
control framework, these institutions are required to continue to adhere to these ratios; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [46231/15]

17/12/2015WRPP00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The information requested 
by the Deputy is not readily available in my Department. Officials of my Department have 
requested the information from the Higher Education Authority and it will be forwarded to the 
Deputy as soon as it is available.

17/12/2015WRPP00350Student Grant Scheme Applications

17/12/2015WRPP00400571. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to a previous 
parliamentary question (details supplied), if she will provide a reply to the question which was 
set out on two occasions, namely, why she does not accept documents from the Department of 
Social Protection to prove independent living, given that all checks and examinations would 
have been carried out by that Department; and if this should be sufficient for Student Universal 
Support Ireland, as that organisation has informed this Deputy’s office that this decision was 
taken by the Department and not internally.  [46235/15]

17/12/2015WRPP00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As previously advised, the 
decision on eligibility for new student grant applications is a matter for the centralised grant 
awarding authority, SUSI (Student Universal Support Ireland). When considering whether a 
student meets the conditions to be assessed independently of his or her parents, grant awarding 
authorities are obliged to satisfy themselves beyond doubt that an acceptable degree of proof of 
independent living in the relevant period has been submitted by the grant applicant.

I understand that, SUSI accepts certain documentation from the Department of Social Pro-
tection in order to assist an applicant in proving that he/she is living independently at an address. 
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The documentation must, however, directly relate to the applicant’s residence at that address, 
e.g. a letter from the Department of Social Protection confirming that the applicant is receiving 
rent allowance at that address. Other forms of correspondence from the Department of Social 
Protection that may be provided to SUSI by applicants as part of their student grant application 
do not necessarily require the same level of validation by the Department of Social Protection 
with regard to the person’s residence at a particular address. However, all documentation re-
ceived by SUSI as evidence of independent residence is reviewed and decisions are made on a 
case by case basis having regard to the evidential value of the documentation submitted, other 
available evidence and the specific circumstances of each case.

As previously advised, if an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly 
refused a student grant, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to their awarding body. Where 
an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and remains of the 
view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in her case, an appeal form outlining the 
position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student Grant Appeals Board.

17/12/2015WRPP00550Teacher Data

17/12/2015WRPP00600572. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of 
employing 100 new secondary school teachers. [46237/15]

17/12/2015WRPP00700574. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost 
of employing an entry grade teacher in a primary school, a secondary school and a college of 
further education. [46239/15]

17/12/2015WRPP00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 572 and 574 together.

The current estimated cost of employing an entry grade teacher, including the cost of Em-
ployer’s PRSI, is:

primary school - €46,000;

secondary school - €48,800.

Teachers appointed for the first time to a fixed term or permanent position have generally 
worked in a casual capacity previously. This is reflected in the rates quoted above.

The current estimated cost of employing 100 new secondary school teachers is approxi-
mately €4.5m.

My Department provides grants to Education and Training Boards (ETBs) to pay its teach-
ers, special needs assistants, administrative and maintenance staff.  The pay grant covers the 
cost of sanctioned posts directly on an ETB’s payroll at authorised rates of pay. As each ETB 
runs and maintains its own payroll, information on the cost of employing specific sub-catego-
ries of teaching staff is not readily available to the Department.

17/12/2015WRPP00850Pupil-Teacher Ratio

17/12/2015WRPP00900573. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of 
reducing the average class size to the European average of 21 pupils. [46238/15]
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17/12/2015WRPP01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The criteria used for the 
allocation of teaching posts are published annually on the Department website. The key factor 
for determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staff-
ing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September. 
The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types of 
schools equally irrespective of location. The primary staffing schedule currently operates on the 
basis of a general average of 1 classroom teacher for every 28 pupils, with lower thresholds for 
DEIS Band 1 schools.

The Deputy will be aware that I have made provision in Budget 2016 for some 2,260 addi-
tional teaching posts for our primary and post primary schools next year. These posts will pro-
vide for an improvement in the staffing schedules at primary and post primary levels, enhance 
the leadership and management roles of deputy principals at post-primary level by reducing 
their teaching time, an improvement to the scheme of release time for principal teachers at pri-
mary level and additional resource posts to meet special education needs.

At primary level there will be a one point improvement to the primary staffing schedule to 
be implemented for the 2016/17 school year. This will see the primary staffing schedule operate 
on the basis of a general average of 1 classroom teacher for every 27 pupils. Lower thresholds 
apply for DEIS Band 1 schools. The improved staffing schedule is currently available on the 
Department website.

Each one point adjustment to the current 28:1 schedule at primary level is estimated to cost 
of the order of 250 posts (estimated €15m full year cost, €5m first year cost).

  Question No. 574 answered with Question No. 572.

17/12/2015WRPP01150Disability Support Services Expenditure

17/12/2015WRPP01200575. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the annual 
budget for the disability access route to education in each of the years 2010 to date. [46240/15]

17/12/2015WRPP01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Disability Access Route 
to Higher Education (DARE) scheme is managed by the Irish Universities Association. 

Information on annual budgets for the DARE scheme can be sought from the DARE-HEAR 
shared services unit in the IUA (Tel. 01 799 60 24).

17/12/2015WRPP01350Physical Education

17/12/2015WRPP01400576. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of 
employing a physical education teacher; the guidelines her Department provides on the time to 
be given each week to physical education in primary schools and in secondary schools; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [46241/15]

17/12/2015WRPP01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In accordance with the 
Rules and Programme for Secondary Schools, all second level schools should provide Physical 
Education as part of the curriculum. The junior cycle and senior cycle programme that each 
school plans and delivers should be based on the Department’s approved syllabuses and the 
teaching hours should be registered on the school timetable. The Rules and Programme provide 
that a basic minimum of two hours per week is required to implement the programme.
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A minimum of one hour PE per week is recommended for all primary school pupils.

A 2012 Lifeskills Survey of Primary Schools found that 97% of Primary Schools for their 
Third to Sixth Classes provide at least 1 hour per week and approximately 30% provide more 
than 1 hour.  95% of First and Second Class provide 1 hour or more and 88% of Infant Classes 
(with their shorter school day) provide 1 hour or more.

The average cost of a post-primary teacher employed before January 2011, is €48,822 pa.

17/12/2015WRPP01550School Curriculum

17/12/2015WRPP01600577. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the mate-
rial change that will occur in schools as a result of the abolition of rule 68 and the reasons for 
abolishing the rule. [46242/15]

17/12/2015WRPP01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Deputy will be aware 
that the Report of the Advisory Group to the Forum on Patronage and Pluralism in the Primary 
Sector was published in April 2012. The Report recommended a review and updating of the 
Rules for National Schools and in particular, Rule 68. As acknowledged in the Report, there is 
an overall context that many of the Rules are outdated and have been overtaken in whole or in 
part by legislation and directions in Department circulars.  

I accepted this recommendation relating to Rule 68 because I see its value in contributing to 
how the primary school system as a whole adapts to the reality of a more pluralist Ireland and 
how all schools can be accommodating of diversity. The practical impact of the rule may be 
limited, but the repeal of rule 68 is of significant symbolic importance.

17/12/2015WRPP01750Special Educational Needs Staffing

17/12/2015WRPP01800578. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost 
of changing the role of special needs assistants in schools to give them an educational support 
role, as opposed to a purely quasi-nursing and carer role in which they are allocated to specific 
pupils in the classroom, as was the situation that pertained prior to 2012. [46243/15]

17/12/2015WRPP01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the purpose of the Special Needs Assistant (SNA) scheme is to provide schools with addi-
tional adult support staff who can assist children who have significant special educational care 
needs, in an educational context, in recognised primary and post primary schools.

The criteria by which SNA support is allocated to pupils is set out in my Department’s Cir-
cular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.education.ie.

Circular 0030/2014 is based on recommendations contained in my Departments Value for 
Money and Policy Review of the SNA scheme and also the National Council for Special Educa-
tion (NCSE) Policy Advice on Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs in Schools.

Both reports concluded that the SNA scheme has been highly successful in supporting the 
care needs of children with special needs in schools and with assisting to facilitate their inclu-
sion. The reports, however, did not recommend a change to the role of the SNA. 

There are therefore no plans to amend the SNA role as it is currently provided for in Circular 
0030/2014, nor did the Circular fundamentally alter the SNA role from that which existed prior 
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to 2012.

As there is currently no SNA teaching support grade, it is not possible to advise as to the 
potential cost of changing the role of the existing SNA grade to a new grade, as the cost differ-
ential arising would be dependent on any salary scale put in place for a new grade.  

Circular 30/2014 states that students with special educational needs can have very complex 
learning needs and should be taught by qualified and experienced teachers who are equipped 
with the necessary skills to meet the needs of these students. It is the responsibility of the 
classroom teacher to ensure that each pupil is taught in a stimulating and supportive classroom 
environment where all pupils feel equal and valued.

The Circular also notes that many children with significant special educational needs re-
quire additional teaching support in schools.  In such circumstances, the classroom teacher will 
be supported by a resource teacher/learning support teacher, who are fully qualified teachers 
who will have access to additional training in the area of special education.  

To provide for this additional teaching support, my Department currently allocates over 
11,500 additional teachers to schools to support children with special educational or learn-
ing support needs. These allocations are made to schools, either through General Allocation 
schemes for primary and post primary schools, or through additional allocations made to 
schools by the NCSE in respect of Low Incidences disabilities, as set out in my Departments 
Circular DES 02/05. 

Such additional teaching support allocations are made to schools in addition to any SNA 
provision.

In order to provide further clarity in relation to the SNA scheme, my Department also asked 
the NCSE to prepare an Information Booklet for parents which has now been published and is 
available on the NCSE website www.ncse.ie.

17/12/2015WRPP01950National Educational Psychological Service Staff

17/12/2015WRPP02000579. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost 
of employing 100 additional psychologists in the National Educational Psychological Service. 
[46244/15]

17/12/2015WRPP02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I can inform the Deputy 
that the direct costs of employing an additional 100 psychologists to the National Educational 
Psychological Service would be approximately €7m per annum.

17/12/2015WRPP02150Home-School Liaison Scheme

17/12/2015WRPP02200580. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if special 
schools have access to home-school liaison officers and, if not, the reason why. [46245/15]

17/12/2015WRPP02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The role of the HSCL is set 
out in my Department’s circular 0056/2013. This is available on my Department’s website at 
http://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0058_2013.pdf.

Special schools are intended to cater for children with special educational needs from 4 to 
18 years of age. All special schools receive enhanced pupil teacher ratios ranging from 6:1, to 
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12:1, depending on the disability categorisation of pupils attending. These enhanced ratios are 
provided because pupils attending special schools have significant special educational needs. 
Special schools also receive very high levels of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) staffing support. 
My Department also provides enhanced levels of capitation in Special schools as well as spe-
cialist School Transport arrangements for pupils with disabilities, additional teacher training for 
teachers of children with special educational needs and funding for the purchase of specialised 
equipment, where required. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Special 
Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for the provision of a range of educa-
tional services at local and national level for students with special educational needs. This re-
sponsibility includes planning and co-ordinating the provision of education and support servic-
es to children with special educational needs. Each SENO works in an assigned local area with 
parents, schools, teachers, psychologists, health professionals and other staff who are involved 
in the provision of services in that area for children with special educational needs. Schools and 
parents may contact their local SENO using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie.

The Deputy will be aware that a process for the review of the DEIS Programme is currently 
underway in my Department. This process is being undertaken over the course of the current 
school year and will consider all issues pertaining to educational disadvantage in order to in-
form future policy direction in this important area. While this process is underway, I do not 
intend to make any changes to the current Programme.

17/12/2015WRPP02350Teacher Training Provision

17/12/2015WRPP02400581. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills why stu-
dents training to be teachers can only undertake their teacher probation period in mainstream 
schools and not in special schools; if she is aware that teacher training colleges do not provide 
training modules specifically for special schools’ teachers; if she is satisfied that training for 
teachers to work in special schools is appropriate; and her plans to improve the training for 
these teachers. [46246/15]

17/12/2015WRPP02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the Teaching Council 
Act, the Teaching Council, as statutory regulator and standards body for the teaching profession 
sets criteria and procedures for probation of newly qualified teachers, since 1 September 2012. 

Newly qualified teachers are required to undergo a period of post-qualification professional 
practice before they may be fully registered with the Teaching Council. In the primary sector, 
this can be done by either completing Probation or Droichead. Both of these processes are 
available to teachers employed in special education settings as per the Council’s procedures. In 
these settings, the successful completion of either process means that teachers who then wish to 
work in mainstream settings must complete an additional period of professional practice before 
achieving full registration.

In relation to the question of modules on special education, I understand from the Council 
that Inclusive Education (including Special Education, Multiculturalism, Disadvantage etc.) is 
now a mandatory element of all programmes of Initial Teacher Education in the State. This is a 
requirement that the Council put in place as part of its Criteria and Guidelines for Programme 
Providers. All providers of ITE must meet these requirements in order for their programmes to 
be accredited by the Council.  In relation to the appropriateness of the education provided to 
student teachers in this area, I am advised that all programmes of ITE have been reconceptu-
alised to meet the Council’s criteria and each has been reviewed, for professional accreditation 
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purposes, by an independent expert panel. As inclusion is one of the strategic priorities identi-
fied by Council, this area received considerable attention during the review process, and many 
reports contained commendations or recommendations relating to same. All 59 primary and 
post-primary programmes of ITE have received accreditation from the Council and the reports 
are available on its website.

The extension and reconceptualisation of the programmes of ITE has taken place against 
a background of a new policy framework since 2011. I refer in particular to my Department’s 
Literacy and Numeracy Strategy of that year, as well as the Council’s Policy on the Continu-
um of Teacher Education. The latter document makes clear that teachers’ learning takes place 
throughout their careers, not just during one particular phase. Given the complexity of the is-
sues relating to Special Education, and the constantly evolving insights into the best approaches 
arising from ongoing research in the area, it must be noted that the forthcoming framework for 
teachers’ learning from the Council, Cosán, is seeking to develop the national policy framework 
further. It will recognise that the Continuum offers the best reassurance we can rely on as to 
the appropriateness of the many ways in which teachers are already seeking to learn about the 
needs of some of the most vulnerable learners in our society.

17/12/2015WRPP02550Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRPP02600582. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of ap-
pointments to State boards under the aegis of her Department and the number of appointments 
that have been advertised on her Department’s website since March 2011; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter.  [46252/15]

17/12/2015WRPP02700583. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of chair-
persons appointed to State boards under the aegis of her Department who have appeared before 
the relevant joint Oireachtas committee since March 2011; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter.  [46267/15]

17/12/2015WRPP02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 582 and 583 together.

The information requested on the number of appointments made to State boards, including 
details relating to chairpersons appointments, is outlined in the following table.

Eleven of the relevant Chairpersons appeared before the Oireachtas Joint Committee on 
Education and Social Protection between March 2011 and November 2015. 

Under new guidelines for Appointments to State Boards, which can be viewed on the De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform’s website www.per.gov.ie, the process for filling 
vacancies on State Boards under the aegis of the Department, is now normally managed by 
the Public Appointments Service (PAS), whereby applications are made through the dedicated 
website www.stateboards.ie. An assessment process is undertaken by PAS leading to the cre-
ation of a list of candidate deemed suitable for appointment to boards. 
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Body Name (Identify 
Chair)

Date Appointed Date of Reap-
pointment

Position Type

An Chomhairle 
um Oideachas 
Gaeltachta agus 
Gaelscolaíochta 
(COGG)

Aindrias Ó 
Muineacháin

25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

An Chomhairle 
um Oideachas 
Gaeltachta agus 
Gaelscolaíochta 
(COGG)

Cathnia Ó 
Muircheartaigh

25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

An Chomhairle 
um Oideachas 
Gaeltachta agus 
Gaelscolaíochta 
(COGG)

Daríona Nic 
Con Iomaire

25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

An Chomhairle 
um Oideachas 
Gaeltachta agus 
Gaelscolaíochta 
(COGG)

Deirbhile Nic 
Craith

25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

An Chomhairle 
um Oideachas 
Gaeltachta agus 
Gaelscolaíochta 
(COGG)

Dónal Ó hAini-
féin

25/06/2015 Chairperson

An Chomhairle 
um Oideachas 
Gaeltachta agus 
Gaelscolaíochta 
(COGG)

Elaine Ní 
Neachtain

25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

An Chomhairle 
um Oideachas 
Gaeltachta agus 
Gaelscolaíochta 
(COGG)

Marina Ní 
Threasaigh

25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

An Chomhairle 
um Oideachas 
Gaeltachta agus 
Gaelscolaíochta 
(COGG)

Robbie Cronin 17/11/2010 25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

An Chomhairle 
um Oideachas 
Gaeltachta agus 
Gaelscolaíochta 
(COGG)

Séamus Ó Fear-
raigh

25/06/2015 Ordinary Member
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Body Name (Identify 
Chair)

Date Appointed Date of Reap-
pointment

Position Type

An Chomhairle 
um Oideachas 
Gaeltachta agus 
Gaelscolaíochta 
(COGG)

Seán Mac Nia 25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

An Chomhairle 
um Oideachas 
Gaeltachta agus 
Gaelscolaíochta 
(COGG)

Sinéad Nic Gio-
lla Cionnaigh

25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

An Chomhairle 
um Oideachas 
Gaeltachta agus 
Gaelscolaíochta 
(COGG)

Yvonne Ní 
Mhurchú

25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scileanna 
(SOLAS)

Bernadette 
Brady

26/10/2013 Ordinary Member

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scileanna 
(SOLAS)

Cathriona Hal-
lahan

26/10/2013 Ordinary Member

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scileanna 
(SOLAS)

Cecilia Munro 26/10/2013 Ordinary Member

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scileanna 
(SOLAS)

Darragh J Lof-
tus

26/10/2013 Ordinary Member

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scileanna 
(SOLAS)

David Barrett 26/10/2013 Ordinary Member

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scileanna 
(SOLAS)

Kenneth Whyte 26/10/2013 Ordinary Member
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Chair)

Date Appointed Date of Reap-
pointment

Position Type

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scileanna 
(SOLAS)

Liz Cassidy 26/10/2013 Ordinary Member

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scileanna 
(SOLAS)

Pat Delaney 26/10/2013 Chairperson

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scileanna 
(SOLAS)

Patricia Carey 26/10/2013 Ordinary Member

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scileanna 
(SOLAS)

Paul O’Sullivan 26/10/2013 Ordinary Member

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scileanna 
(SOLAS)

Paul O’Toole 09/10/2013 Ex-officio, CEO

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scileanna 
(SOLAS)

Seán Burke 26/10/2013 Ordinary Member

An tSeirbhís 
Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh 
agus Scileanna 
(SOLAS)

William Egent-
on

26/10/2013 Ordinary Member

Commission 
to Inquire into 
Child Abuse 
(CICA)

Anne Mc 
Loughlin

23/01/2002 Ordinary member

Commission 
to Inquire into 
Child Abuse 
(CICA)

Fred Lowe 23/05/2000 Ordinary member

Commission 
to Inquire into 
Child Abuse 
(CICA)

Marion Shanley 21/07/2004 Ordinary member
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Chair)

Date Appointed Date of Reap-
pointment
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Commission 
to Inquire into 
Child Abuse 
(CICA)

Mary Fennessy 19/04/2002 Ordinary member

Commission 
to Inquire into 
Child Abuse 
(CICA)

Seán Ryan 
(Judge)

26/09/2003 Ordinary member

Grangegorman 
Development 
Agency

Berna Grist 
(Dr.)

11/09/15 Ordinary member

Grangegorman 
Development 
Agency

Damien Kilgan-
non

15/01/2013 11/09/15 Ordinary member

Grangegorman 
Development 
Agency

Deirdre Prince 15/01/2013 11/09/15 Ordinary member

Grangegorman 
Development 
Agency

Denise Dunphy 11/09/15 Ordinary member

Grangegorman 
Development 
Agency

Elva Duffy 15/01/2013 11/09/15 Ordinary member

Grangegorman 
Development 
Agency

Gerry O’Neill 11/09/15 Ordinary member

Grangegorman 
Development 
Agency

James Owen 
Lewis (Prof.)

11/09/15 Ordinary member

Grangegorman 
Development 
Agency

Janice Boylan 
(Cllr)

16/09/2014 11/09/15 Ordinary member

Grangegorman 
Development 
Agency

Jim Curran 15/01/2013 11/09/15 Ordinary member

Grangegorman 
Development 
Agency

John O’Hara 11/09/15 Ordinary member

Grangegorman 
Development 
Agency

Michael Hand 
CEO

22/12/2010 11/09/15 Ordinary member

Grangegorman 
Development 
Agency

Noel O’Connor 
(Dr)

15/01/2013 11/09/15 Ordinary member

Grangegorman 
Development 
Agency

Oliver Cussen 09/09/2015 Chairperson
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Grangegorman 
Development 
Agency

Penelope Kenny 11/09/15 Ordinary member

Grangegorman 
Development 
Agency

Alec Darragh 02/11/15 Ordinary member

Higher Educa-
tion Authority 
(HEA)

Anthony Staines 
(Prof)

06/03/2012 Ordinary Member

Higher Educa-
tion Authority 
(HEA)

Bahram 
Bekhradnia

06/03/2012 Ordinary Member

Higher Educa-
tion Authority 
(HEA)

Brendan Byrne 
(Cllr)

07/02/2011 Ordinary Member

Higher Educa-
tion Authority 
(HEA)

Brian Thornes 
(Dr)

06/03/2012 Ordinary Member

Higher Educa-
tion Authority 
(HEA)

Declan Walsh 12/03/2014 Ordinary Member

Higher Educa-
tion Authority 
(HEA)

Eamonn Gren-
nan

07/02/2011 Ordinary Member

Higher Educa-
tion Authority 
(HEA)

Eileen Harkin 
Jones (Prof)

07/02/2011 Ordinary Member

Higher Educa-
tion Authority 
(HEA)

Gordon Ryan 06/03/2012 Ordinary Member

Higher Educa-
tion Authority 
(HEA)

Jim Mountjoy 
(Dr)

06/03/2012 Ordinary Member

Higher Educa-
tion Authority 
(HEA)

John Dolan 07/02/2011 Ordinary Member

Higher Educa-
tion Authority 
(HEA)

John Hennessy 25/01/2011 Chairperson

Higher Educa-
tion Authority 
(HEA)

Kevin Dono-
ghue

01/07/2015 Ordinary Member

Higher Educa-
tion Authority 
(HEA)

Maeve Conrick 
(Dr)

07/02/2011 Ordinary Member
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Chair)
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Higher Educa-
tion Authority 
(HEA)

Maria Meehan 
(Dr)

07/02/2011 Ordinary Member

Higher Educa-
tion Authority 
(HEA)

Mary Canning 
(Dr)

01/02/2007 06/03/2012 Ordinary Member

Higher Educa-
tion Authority 
(HEA)

Siobhan Harkin 06/03/2012 N/A Ordinary Member

Higher Educa-
tion Authority 
(HEA)

Stephen Kin-
sella (Dr)

12/03/2014 N/A Ordinary Member

Higher Educa-
tion Authority 
(HEA)

Vacancy due to 
resignation of 
Mr Paddy Cos-
grave

Ordinary Member

Higher Educa-
tion Authority 
(HEA)

Vacancy due to 
resignation of 
Prof. Marijk van 
der Wende

Ordinary Member

Irish Research 
Council

Alan F. Smeaton 
(Prof.)

19/03/2012 19/03/2015 Ordinary Member

Irish Research 
Council

Anita R. Magu-
ire (Prof.)

19/03/2012 19/03/2015 Ordinary Member

Irish Research 
Council

Caroline Fennell 
(Prof.)

19/03/2012 19/03/2015 Ordinary Member

Irish Research 
Council

Eucharia Mee-
han (Dr.)

n/a Ex Officio

Irish Research 
Council

James Gleeson 
(Prof.)

26/11/2012 19/03/2015 Ordinary Member

Irish Research 
Council

Sean Ryder 
(Prof.)

19/03/2012 19/03/2015 Ordinary Member

Irish Research 
Council

Emma Teeling 
(Assoc. Prof.)

08/09/2015 Ordinary Member

Irish Research 
Council

Eithne McCabe 
(Prof.)

08/09/2015 Ordinary Member

Irish Research 
Council

Rob Kitchin 
(Prof.)

08/09/2015 Ordinary Member

Irish Research 
Council

Felicity Kelliher 
(Dr.)

08/09/2015 Ordinary Member

Irish Research 
Council

Jane Ohlmeyer 
(Prof.)

08/09/2015 Chairperson

Léargas Des O’Loughlin 26/01/2010 24/04/2013 Ordinary Member
Léargas Fidelma Collins 12/06/2012 24/03/2014 Ordinary Member
Léargas Hugh MacCon-

ville
12/06/2012 29/04/2015 Ordinary Member



Questions - Written Answers

518

Body Name (Identify 
Chair)
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pointment

Position Type

Léargas James Doorley 23/11/2012 29/04/2015 Ordinary Member
Léargas John Gilmore 23/11/2012 29/04/2015 Ordinary Member
Léargas Máire Quinn 23/07/2013 Ordinary Member
Léargas Maria Lorigan 24/04/2013 Ordinary Member
Léargas Michael 

McLoughlin
12/06/2012 24/04/2014 Chairperson

Léargas Stephen Gould-
ing

12/06/2012 24/04/2014 Ordinary Member

National Cen-
tre for Guid-
ance Education 
(NCGE)  Man-
agement Com-
mittee

Breda Naughton 26/07/2013 Ordinary Member

National Cen-
tre for Guid-
ance Education 
(NCGE)  Man-
agement Com-
mittee

Fidelma Collins 26/07/2013 Ordinary Member

National Cen-
tre for Guid-
ance Education 
(NCGE)  Man-
agement Com-
mittee

Gerry Flynn 26/07/2013 Ordinary Member

National Cen-
tre for Guid-
ance Education 
(NCGE)  Man-
agement Com-
mittee

Jim Mullin 26/07/2013 Ordinary Member

National Cen-
tre for Guid-
ance Education 
(NCGE)  Man-
agement Com-
mittee

Joe Cunning-
ham

24/09/2015 Ordinary Member

National Cen-
tre for Guid-
ance Education 
(NCGE)  Man-
agement Com-
mittee

Kathy Finnegan 23/04/2015 Ordinary Member
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pointment
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National Cen-
tre for Guid-
ance Education 
(NCGE)  Man-
agement Com-
mittee

Linda Neary 24/09/2015 Ordinary Member

National Cen-
tre for Guid-
ance Education 
(NCGE)  Man-
agement Com-
mittee

Orla Christle 24/09/2015 Ordinary Member

National Cen-
tre for Guid-
ance Education 
(NCGE)  Man-
agement Com-
mittee

Paul King 26/07/2013 Chairperson

National Cen-
tre for Guid-
ance Education 
(NCGE)  Man-
agement Com-
mittee

Paul King 26/07/2013 Ordinary Member

National Cen-
tre for Guid-
ance Education 
(NCGE)  Man-
agement Com-
mittee

Shane Rooney 24/09/2015 Ordinary Member

National Cen-
tre for Guid-
ance Education 
(NCGE)  Man-
agement Com-
mittee

Shira Mehlman 26/07/2013 Ordinary Member

National Cen-
tre for Guid-
ance Education 
(NCGE)  Man-
agement Com-
mittee

Stephen Fitzger-
ald

24/09/2015 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Curricu-
lum and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Bríd Uí Riordán 01/04/2012 25/06/2015 Ordinary Member
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National Coun-
cil for Curricu-
lum and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Brigid McMa-
nus

01/04/2012 25/06/2015 Chairperson

National Coun-
cil for Curricu-
lum and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Clive Byrne 01/04/2012 25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Curricu-
lum and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

David Duffy 25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Curricu-
lum and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

David Leahy 25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Curricu-
lum and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Declan Kelleher 01/04/2012 25/06/2015 Vice-Chairperson

National Coun-
cil for Curricu-
lum and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Deirbhile Nic 
Craith

01/04/2012 25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Curricu-
lum and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Don Myers 25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Curricu-
lum and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Emma Dineen 25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Curricu-
lum and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Joanne Irwin 25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Curricu-
lum and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

John Gearty 25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Curricu-
lum and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Kevin Marshall 25/06/2015 Ordinary Member
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Body Name (Identify 
Chair)

Date Appointed Date of Reap-
pointment

Position Type

National Coun-
cil for Curricu-
lum and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Máire Ní Chi-
arba

25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Curricu-
lum and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Maria Spring 25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Curricu-
lum and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Marie Therese 
Kilmartin

01/04/2012 25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Curricu-
lum and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Michael Delar-
gey

25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Curricu-
lum and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Michael Red-
mond

01/04/2012 25/06/2015 Vice-Chairperson

National Coun-
cil for Curricu-
lum and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Pádraig MacFh-
lannchadha

01/04/2012 25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Curricu-
lum and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Pádraig Ó Du-
ibhir

25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Curricu-
lum and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Philip Irwin 01/04/2012 25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Curricu-
lum and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Rose Malone 01/04/2012 25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Curricu-
lum and Assess-
ment (NCCA)

Rosemary Eager 01/04/2012 25/06/2015 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

Eamonn Stack 01/01/2013 Chairperson
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Chair)

Date Appointed Date of Reap-
pointment

Position Type

National Coun-
cil for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

Eithne Fitzger-
ald

01/01/2013 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

Helen Guinan 01/01/2013 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

James O’Grady 01/01/2013 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

Jenny Ennis 01/01/2013 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

Joan Russell 01/01/2013 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

Mary Friel 01/01/2013 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

Maureen Costel-
lo

01/01/2013 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

Pat Kinsella 01/01/2013 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

Philip 
O’Callaghan

01/01/2013 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

Seán Ó Murchú 01/01/2013 Ordinary Member

National Coun-
cil for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

Sheelagh Drudy 
(Prof.)

11/09/2013 Ordinary Member
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Body Name (Identify 
Chair)

Date Appointed Date of Reap-
pointment

Position Type

National Coun-
cil for Special 
Education 
(NCSE)

Tom O’Sullivan 14/10/2014 Ordinary Member

Quality and 
Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI)

Ann Louise Gil-
ligan (Dr.)

06/11/2012 Ordinary Member

Quality and 
Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI)

Barbara Brit-
tingham (Dr.)

06/11/2012 Ordinary Member

Quality and 
Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI)

Gordon Clark 06/11/2012 Chairperson

Quality and 
Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI)

Jack Leahy 01/07/2015 Ordinary Member

Quality and 
Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI)

James Moore 06/11/2012 Ordinary Member

Quality and 
Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI)

Joanne Harmon 06/11/2012 Ordinary Member

Quality and 
Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI)

Mary Danagher 06/11/2012 Ordinary Member

Quality and 
Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI)

Padraig Walsh 
(Dr.)

06/11/2012 Ordinary Member

Quality and 
Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI)

Thomas McDer-
mott

15/06/2015 Ordinary Member

Quality and 
Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI)

Una Buckley 06/11/2012 Ordinary Member

Residential 
Institutions 
Redress Board 
(RIRB)

Ann O’Brien 01/06/2014 Ordinary Member

Residential 
Institutions 
Redress Board 
(RIRB)

Dariona Conlon 01/06/2014 Ordinary Member

Residential 
Institutions 
Redress Board 
(RIRB)

Esmond Smyth 
(Judge)

07/01/2008 Chairperson
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Body Name (Identify 
Chair)

Date Appointed Date of Reap-
pointment

Position Type

Residential 
Institutions 
Redress Board 
(RIRB)

Fionnuala 
O’Loughlin  
(Dr)

01/06/2014 Ordinary Member

Residential 
Institutions 
Redress Board 
(RIRB)

Harry Bugler 
(Dr)

01/06/2014 Ordinary Member

Residential 
Institutions 
Redress Board 
(RIRB)

Helen Cummis-
key (Dr)

01/06/2014 Ordinary Member

Residential 
Institutions 
Redress Board 
(RIRB)

John Campbell 01/06/2014 Ordinary Member

Residential 
Institutions 
Redress Board 
(RIRB)

Mary Bluett 
(Dr)

01/06/2014 Ordinary Member

Residential 
Institutions 
Redress Board 
(RIRB)

Ruth Pilkington 
(Dr)

01/06/2014 Ordinary Member

Residential 
Institutions 
Redress Board 
(RIRB)

Samantha 
Cruess Cal-
laghan

01/06/2014 Ordinary Member

Residential 
Institutions 
Redress Board 
(RIRB)

William Del-
aney (Dr)

01/06/2014 Ordinary Member

Residential 
Institutions Re-
view Committee 
(RIRC)

Brendan Gog-
arty

01/06/2014 Ordinary Member

Residential 
Institutions Re-
view Committee 
(RIRC)

Colm Gaynor 01/06/2014 Ordinary Member

Residential 
Institutions Re-
view Committee 
(RIRC)

Francis D. Mur-
phy (Judge)

31/05/2014 Chairperson
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Chair)

Date Appointed Date of Reap-
pointment

Position Type

Residential 
Institutions Re-
view Committee 
(RIRC)

Ita Mangan 01/06/2014 Ordinary Member

Residential 
Institutions Re-
view Committee 
(RIRC)

John Dalton 01/06/2014 Ordinary Member

Residential 
Institutions Re-
view Committee 
(RIRC)

John F. Buckley 
(Judge)

01/06/2014 Ordinary Member

Residential In-
stitutions Statu-
tory Fund Board 
(RISF) Caranua

Austin Currie 25/03/2013 Ordinary Member

Residential In-
stitutions Statu-
tory Fund Board 
(RISF) Caranua

Damian Casey 25/03/2013 Ordinary Member

Residential In-
stitutions Statu-
tory Fund Board 
(RISF) Caranua

David Lane 25/07/2013 Ordinary Member

Residential In-
stitutions Statu-
tory Fund Board 
(RISF) Caranua

David 
O’Callaghan

25/02/2014 Chairperson

Residential In-
stitutions Statu-
tory Fund Board 
(RISF) Caranua

Frances Har-
rington

30/01/2014 Ordinary Member

Residential In-
stitutions Statu-
tory Fund Board 
(RISF) Caranua

Katherine Finn 
BL

25/03/2013 Ordinary Member

Residential In-
stitutions Statu-
tory Fund Board 
(RISF) Caranua

Phyllis Morgan 25/03/2013

Table continuing
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Chair)

Date Appointed Date of Reap-
pointment

Position Type

Residential In-
stitutions Statu-
tory Fund Board 
(RISF) Caranua

Rosemary 
Adaser

11/03/2015 Ordinary Member

Residential In-
stitutions Statu-
tory Fund Board 
(RISF) Caranua

Tom Daly 25/03/2013 Ordinary Member

Skillnets Ltd Brendan Mc-
Ginty

08/09/2004 Chairperson

Skillnets Ltd David Delaney 12/02/2015 Ordinary Member
Skillnets Ltd Eamonn Devoy 08/12/2011 Ordinary Member
Skillnets Ltd George Hen-

nessy
04/02/2010 Ordinary Member

Skillnets Ltd Henry Murdoch 01/02/1999 Ordinary Member
Skillnets Ltd Ian Talbot 11/09/2008 Ordinary Member
Skillnets Ltd Kara McCann 12/02/2015 Ordinary Member
Skillnets Ltd Karl McDonagh 08/12/2011 Ordinary Member
Skillnets Ltd Mairead Divilly 01/02/1999 Ordinary Member
Skillnets Ltd Nuala Keher 01/02/1999 Ordinary Member
Skillnets Ltd Peter Rigney 01/02/1999 Ordinary Member
Skillnets Ltd Terry Hobdell 01/02/1999 Ordinary Member
Skillnets Ltd Vacancy 07/06/2012 Ordinary Member
State Examina-
tions Commis-
sion

David McGarry 15/05/2015 Ordinary Member

State Examina-
tions Commis-
sion

Mary Ryan 15/05/2015 Deputy Chairper-
son

State Examina-
tions Commis-
sion

Patrick Burke 15/05/2015 Chairperson

State Examina-
tions Commis-
sion

Richard Thorn 
(Dr.)

15/05/2015 Ordinary Member

State Examina-
tions Commis-
sion

Teresa 
O’Doherty 
(Prof)

15/05/2015 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Áine Lynch 28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Andrew Mc-
Grady (Dr.)

28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Anne McElduff 28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Bernadine 
O’Sullivan

28/03/2012 Ordinary Member
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Chair)

Date Appointed Date of Reap-
pointment
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The Teaching 
Council

Bernie Ruane 28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Brendan Mc-
Cabe

28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Brid Ní Raghal-
laigh

28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Christopher 
Maginn

28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Declan Kelleher 28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Deirdre 
Mathews

28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Derbhile De 
Paor

28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Diarmuid Ó 
Murchú

28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Don Ryan 26/11/2013 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Dympna Mulk-
errins

28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Eileen Flynn 28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Eimear Marie 
Cole

28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Elaine Devlin 28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Eleanor Petrie 28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Fergal McCar-
thy

28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Frank Turpin 28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Joan Russell 28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Joe O’Hara 
(Dr.)

28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

John Conlon 28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Kathleen 
O’Connor

28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Ken Fennelly 
(Dr.)

28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Kieran Christie 28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Lily Cronin 28/03/2012 Ordinary Member
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Chair)

Date Appointed Date of Reap-
pointment

Position Type

The Teaching 
Council

Marie Clarke 28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Marie 
Humphries

28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Marie 
McLoughlin

28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Mary Kelly 26/11/2013 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Michael Barry 28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Michael Hayes 
(Prof.)

28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Michael Ó 
Gríofa

28/03/2012 Chairperson

The Teaching 
Council

Milo Walsh 28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Noel Buckley 28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

The Teaching 
Council

Patrick McVicar 28/03/2012 Ordinary Member

Details of former Chairpersons who appeared before the Joint Oireachtas Committee from 
1 March 2011 to date

The former Chairperson of the Grangegorman Development Authority Mr John Monah-
an appeared before the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Education and Social Protection on 
24/10/2012

The former Chairperson of the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board (Caranua) Ms. 
Sylda Langford appeared before the Joint Committee on Education and Social Protection on 
20/02/2013

17/12/2015WRQQ0010017/12/2015WRQQ00150Commencement of Legislation

17/12/2015WRQQ00200584. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of 
the Acts currently in force for which she has lead responsibility and that have parts or sections 
yet to be formally commenced, including the purpose of same, in tabular form; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46282/15]

17/12/2015WRQQ00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The information that the 
Deputy has requested is set out in the following table.
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Act Sections yet to be com-
menced

Details

Teaching Council Act 2001 Sections 7(2), 39, 41-47, 60, The provisions which are 
not yet commenced relate 
to two areas, fitness to teach 
and continuing professional 
development.

Education (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2007

Sections 1,2,4, 6-8. Section 1 relates to defini-
tions. Section 2 relates to 
a textual amendment of a 
definition contained in the 
Education Act 1998. 

Section 4 relates to factors 
which a Section 29 Commit-
tee must consider in hearing 
and determining appeals 
relating to expulsions and 
suspensions. 

Section 6 relates to powers 
of the NEWB in taking ap-
peals under Section 29 of the 
1998 Education Act. 

Section 7 deals with the 
transfer of ownership of 
the Crawford Municipal 
Art Gallery. Section 8 is the 
standard expenses provision.

Student Support Act 2011 Sections 8(3) and 16(5) Section 8(3) deals with 
part-time approved courses 
and Section 16(5) deals with 
the inclusion of part-time 
courses in the student grant 
scheme. 

Residential Institutions 
Statutory Fund Act 2012

Section 43 Section 43 relates to the set-
ting up of a special account 
for moneys received under 
Section 42 of the Act in rela-
tion to relevant costs.
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Act Sections yet to be com-
menced

Details

Education for Persons with 
Special Educational Needs 
Act 2004

Sections 3-13, 14(1)(b), 
14(1)(d), 14(1)(e), 14(1)(f), 
15-18, 38 and 39

The sections of the EP-
SEN Act that have not yet 
been commenced are those 
mainly concerned with the 
assessment of need process, 
preparation and review of 
individual education plans 
and the associated appeals 
provisions in relation to 
these areas. 

A small number of sections 
refer to interaction between 
the NCSE and the health 
services.

Teaching Council (Amend-
ment) Act 2015

Complete Act The purpose of the Act is 
to underpin, in statute, the 
central role of the Teaching 
Council in the vetting of 
teachers and to allow, on a 
statutory basis, the Teaching 
Council to implement fitness 
to teach provisions. 

It is intended to commence 
these provisions as soon as 
possible. Certain provisions 
of the Act are designed to act 
in tandem with the National 
Vetting Bureau (Children 
and Vulnerable Persons) Act 
2012 so these provisions 
will be commenced when 
that Act is amended and 
commenced.

17/12/2015WRQQ00350Departmental Agencies Funding

17/12/2015WRQQ00400585. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the annual 
budget for the National Centre for Technology in Education in each of the years 2009 to date. 
[46294/15]

17/12/2015WRQQ00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In 2012, the National Cen-
tre for Technology in Education (NCTE) merged with the Professional Development Service 
for Teachers (PDST) and is now known as the Professional Development Service for Teachers 
(Technology in Education) - PDST-TIE.

My Department has provided in excess of €25m to the PDST-TIE (formally NCTE) since 



17 December 2015

531

2009.  Funding for the years in question is set out as follows:

2009 - €5,449,000;

2010 - €5,120,000;

2011 - €3,828,326;

2012 - €3,076,670;

2013 - €2,760,000;

2014 - €2,611,571;

and 2015 - €2,411,250.

PDST-TIE also receives EU funding for its work in relation to European projects such as the 
Safer Internet Project and the EU Folio (ePortfolios).

There are significant additional expenditures incurred by my Department on the provision 
of broadband services and payment of equipment grants to schools.  The recently published 
Digital Strategy for Schools sets out a clear vision for the role of ICT in teaching, learning and 
assessment and the PDST-TIE will have a key role in supporting teachers and schools in this 
regard over the next five years.

17/12/2015WRQQ00550School Curriculum

17/12/2015WRQQ00600586. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost 
of a roll-out of modern languages in the primary school curriculum pilot project. [46295/15]

17/12/2015WRQQ00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Modern Languages 
in Primary Schools Initiative (MLPSI) was introduced into 550 primary schools in Septem-
ber 1998. It involved the introduction of Italian, Spanish, German and French for 5th and 6th 
classes. The MLPSI was a pilot scheme with an annual budget of approximately  €2.5m.

The decision to end the MLPSI was taken in the context of a very challenging budgetary en-
vironment where difficult decisions had to be taken. There are no plans to revisit this decision. 

A 2008 Report by the NCCA recommended against a further expansion of the MLPSI, citing 
issues of curriculum overload and difficulties relating to the replicability of the model across 
the system.

17/12/2015WRQQ00750Irish Language

17/12/2015WRQQ00800587. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost 
of a roll-out of partial immersion programmes for the Irish language, where 50% of subjects 
are taught through Irish to 20% of primary schools, not including Gaelscoileanna.  [46296/15]

17/12/2015WRQQ00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Guidance on the use of 
CLIL (content and language integrated learning) will be included in the materials being devel-
oped by the NCCA to support the implementation of the new Primary language curriculum for 
infants to second classes. This will be introduced to primary schools from September 2016. In 
fact, the new curriculum for language was launched on line at www.ncca.ie last Tuesday. 
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A comprehensive continuing professional development programme is in place to support 
the implementation of the new primary language curriculum. Teachers will, as part of this pro-
fessional development, receive advice on the use of different methodologies to teach Irish and 
to use Irish as the medium of instruction.

17/12/2015WRQQ00950State Examinations

17/12/2015WRQQ01000588. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
designate physical education as a subject for the leaving certificate; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46297/15]

17/12/2015WRQQ01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As part of the revised Junior 
Cycle, a short course has been prepared by the National Council for Curriculum and Assess-
ment (NCCA) in Physical Education, and has been available for schools since September 2014.  

A draft Senior Cycle P.E. framework has been designed by the NCCA to provide schools 
with a framework within which they can design a P.E. programme for those students who do 
not choose to take P.E. as part of their Leaving Certificate. Schools will be given the flexibility 
in selecting which activities their students will study, including aquatics. 

A new Leaving Certificate P.E. syllabus is currently being developed by the NCCA as a full 
subject which will be available for certification as a Leaving Certificate subject in a manner 
similar to other subjects, such as Maths and Irish.

17/12/2015WRQQ01150School Management

17/12/2015WRQQ01200589. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of 
removing the moratorium on posts of responsibility for middle management posts in schools. 
[46298/15]

17/12/2015WRQQ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): There are limited allevia-
tion arrangements in place for schools that are acutely affected by the impact of the moratorium 
at Assistant Principal level. These arrangements are mainly focused at post-primary level. How-
ever, it is fair to say that before the moratorium, notwithstanding the fact that one out of every 
two teachers held a management allowance the workload issue and the pressures on Principals 
and Deputy Principals existed. Simply lifting the moratorium as extra funding becomes avail-
able in future years is not the best way of improving how school leadership is distributed in 
our schools. School leaders have a key role to play in determining the shape of our schools and 
student outcomes. Leading on curricular change and change management are key challenges 
for every school leader. The challenge for schools and the Department is therefore to build a 
leadership partnership that is fit for 21st century Ireland and school context.

Economic constraints and the moratorium on recruitment, albeit alleviated to some extent 
for schools, have presented challenges within the education sector. They also provide an op-
portunity to review the role of the principal so that our principals are leaders of learning, and 
to reconfigure the middle management structure to support principals in their role, ensuring 
ownership of responsibility rather than tasks, thereby building expertise and supporting a career 
path within the profession. 

The Department, in consultation with the representative management bodies has com-
menced an exploration of the opportunities to support and thereby advance our understanding 
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of the needs of school leaders and how they might be addressed. Earlier this month, I formally 
launched the newly established Centre for School Leadership (CSL). The Centre’s responsi-
bilities will cover the continuum of professional development for school leaders, from pre-
appointment training and induction of newly appointed principals, to continuing professional 
development throughout careers. The Centre is operating on a partnership basis between the 
Department of Education and Skills, the Irish Primary Principals’ Network (IPPN) and the 
National Association of Principals and Deputy Principals (NAPD). The partnership will have 
many benefits for the profession in terms of the quality of training programmes, coordination of 
provision, and increased accessibility.

As part of the 2,260 additional teaching posts announced in Budget 2016, 250 of these posts 
are being provided to second level schools to enable Deputy Principals to be freed up from 
teaching time and be more fully available to assist the school principal with the leadership of 
the school. Up to now only schools with at least with over 500 students received an allocation 
to free up the Deputy Principal.  With effect from 01 September 2016 second level schools with 
over 400 students will receive an allocation that will bring those schools in line with the schools 
that have over 500 pupils where the Deputy Principal is fully freed up. A pro rata allocation of 
additional hours to support school leadership will also be provided to the schools with 400 or 
fewer students enrolled. At primary level Budget 2016 provides for additional release days for 
teaching principals to range between 15 and 25 days depending on the size of the school and 
effective from the start of the 2016/17 school year.

17/12/2015WRQQ01350School Curriculum

17/12/2015WRQQ01400590. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of rolling 
out a new primary school farm safety course modelled on the Road Safety Authority safety 
campaign. [46306/15]

17/12/2015WRQQ01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): There are no plans at the 
moment to include the topic of farm safety in the primary school curriculum. 

Education and information about farm safety is provided by the Health and Safety Author-
ity who have a specific area on their website (www.hsa.ie) that aims to promote safe practice in 
agriculture and forestry.

17/12/2015WRQQ01550School Accommodation

17/12/2015WRQQ01600591. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she is aware 
of the accommodation situation facing a school (details supplied) in County Cork for the 2016-
2017 school year; the steps she is taking to ensure that adequate accommodation of the appro-
priate standard will be in place in good time; if the forward planning section of her Department 
will liaise with the school with regard to the available options; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [46335/15]

17/12/2015WRQQ01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department officials 
have been progressing the accommodation requirements of the school to which the Deputy re-
fers on an ongoing basis.  The school is located in rented pre-fab accommodation on land rented 
by the Department for this purpose in Douglas, Cork.  Many factors impact on the delivery of 
suitable school accommodation, including the availability of suitable options in an appropriate 
location, planning requirements and technical requirements.  In this regard, my officials have 
been, and continue to be, in contact with the relevant parties, including the school authorities, in 
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relation to the school’s accommodation needs.  The main avenue for interaction in such matters 
is with the school management body, in this case Educate Together.

My Department officials are exploring options for temporary accommodation for the grow-
ing school for September 2016 and beyond and have indicated to the school authorities that 
if the school have proposals in this regard, that these will be given due consideration by my 
Department, when received.

17/12/2015WRQQ01750Living Wage

17/12/2015WRQQ01800592. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of imple-
menting a living wage of €11.50 for all employees directly employed by or in agencies funded 
by her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [46404/15]

17/12/2015WRQQ01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The data requested by the 
Deputy is not collected or collated by my Department. There are over 3,700 individual employ-
ers in the education and training sector and it would require a disproportionate amount of time 
and administrative resources to gather the data sought by the Deputy.

17/12/2015WRQQ01950Dormant Accounts Fund Deposits

17/12/2015WRQQ02000593. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the current balance in the Dormant Accounts Fund; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [45975/15]

17/12/2015WRQQ02100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): Under the Dormant Accounts legislation, balances on dor-
mant accounts with banks, building societies and An Post and the net encashment value of 
certain life assurance policies are paid into the Dormant Accounts Fund, which is managed by 
the National Treasury Management Agency. The primary purpose of the legislation is to reunite 
the original account holders with their moneys, including all interest due. In addition, the leg-
islation provides that disbursements from the fund may be made for charitable purposes or for 
purposes of community benefit.

Since its establishment in April 2003 to the end of 30 November 2015, the transfers to the 
Dormant Accounts Fund have totalled some €834.88m, which includes interest earned of ap-
proximately €41.68m. Funds reclaimed in that period by account holders amounted to around 
€312.13m. €303.9m of disbursements have been approved, with €256.13m already expended 
by a large number of community groups and organisations under a range of measures adminis-
tered by Pobal, on behalf of a number of Government Departments and agencies. The net value 
of uncommitted funds available under the Dormant Accounts Fund is currently €142.8m. Fur-
ther data in relation to the Dormant Accounts Fund are available on my Department’s website 
at http://www.environ.ie/en/Community/DormantAccounts.

17/12/2015WRQQ02150Water Conservation Grant Administration

17/12/2015WRQQ02200594. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when the water conservation grant will be paid in 2016; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45978/15]
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17/12/2015WRQQ02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Water Conservation Grant is a key element of the Government’s drive to promote 
conservation and more sustainable use of water services in the home. Regulations will be made 
in due course under Section 5 of the Water Services Act 2014 to set down the particulars of the 
2016 grant scheme including the application process and eligibility criteria. It is intended that 
payment of the grant to eligible applicants will be made in the first half of 2016.

17/12/2015WRQQ02350Irish Water Funding

17/12/2015WRQQ02400595. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government to outline in detail the moneys transferred to date or committed to Irish 
Water as investments on behalf of the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45982/15]

17/12/2015WRQQ02500597. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the level of equity capital he expects to have to provide Irish Water to meet 
its requirements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45984/15]

17/12/2015WRQQ02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 595 and 597 together.

Irish Water’s costs are funded through a mix of revenue from the domestic and non-domes-
tic sector, third party finance (including bank lending and capital markets facilities) and State 
support which may be in the form of both equity and subvention. The main aspects of the Irish 
Water funding model are set out in a detailed fact sheet published on my Department’s website. 

In July 2014, a capital contribution of €185m was provided to Irish Water and a further 
€54m was provided through the issue of a Convertible Loan Note to the Minister for Finance 
in November 2014. The capital contribution agreed by Government for Irish Water in 2015 
and 2016 is €406m. This financing is intended to support increased investment in public water 
services infrastructure by Irish Water. €222m in respect of 2015 was provided to Irish Water in 
December 2014 and the remaining €184m is due to be provided in 2016.   

In addition, the Government has provided €399m in operating subvention to Irish Water in 
2015 and will provide up to €479m in 2016. This subvention is in respect of the child allow-
ance of 21,000 litres per child per annum, a product subsidy and the capping of domestic water 
charges at the rates set out in the Water Services Act 2014.   

Finally, provision has been made for the issue of working capital loans in 2015 and 2016 
to cover cash flow requirements arising from time lags between billing and payment. This 
amounts to €96m in 2015 with provision for up to €58m in 2016.

17/12/2015WRRR00200Irish Water Funding

17/12/2015WRRR00300596. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if a failure on the part of Irish Water to collect revenues due to it could result 
in a requirement for further equity capital to be injected in to the company; if that will be pro-
vided by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45983/15]

17/12/2015WRRR00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Irish Water is being funded by a combination of domestic and non-domestic water charges, 
Government support and the raising of debt on capital markets. The main aspects of the Irish 
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Water funding model are set out in a detailed fact sheet published on my Department’s website 
at the first link below, and for 2015, the total billed income is projected at €500m, of which 
domestic customers billed income is forecast at €271m. 

My Department’s funding letter of 12 May 2015, which is available on my Department’s 
website at the second link below, reflects the funding commitments for 2015 and 2016 and as-
sociated conditions. The conditions around drawdown recognise that there may be variances 
between forecasts and actual funding attributable to the actual volume of water, number of 
households and number of children. However, the letter indicates that while this may lead to a 
funding requirement of less than the amounts agreed by Government, they cannot lead to the 
position where there would be an expectation of increased Government subvention. 

Finally, provision has been made for the issue of working capital loans in 2015 and 2016 
to cover cash flow requirements arising from time lags between billing and payment. This 
amounts to €96m in 2015 with provision for up to €58m in 2016.     

Financing Irish Water: http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/Environment/Water/
FileDownLoad,41371,en.pdf. 

Funding letter 12 May 2015: http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/Environment/Water/
FileDownLoad,41442,en.pdf.

  Question No. 597 answered with Question No. 595.

17/12/2015WRRR00600Motor Tax Yield

17/12/2015WRRR00700598. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the gross motor tax receipts for County Donegal, for each of the years from 
2013 to date, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45718/15]

17/12/2015WRRR00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The information requested is set out in the following table.

Year Gross Motor Tax Receipts (€) 
2013 37,668,079 
2014 37,569,748 
2015 (to end November) 33,711,959 

17/12/2015WRRR00900Local Authority Funding

17/12/2015WRRR01000599. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the funding he provided directly to Donegal County Council, in each of the 
years 2013 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45719/15]

17/12/2015WRRR01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department has a wide and diverse business agenda, including protecting the environ-
ment, providing necessary housing supports and fostering community and rural development 
in partnership with local government and other local development bodies. In order to deliver 
on this broad business agenda, my Department allocates significant resources to a wide range 
of organisations, including local authorities. The total funding provided by my Department di-
rectly to Donegal County Council from 2013 to date in 2015, is set out in the following table.
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- 2013 2014 2015 (to date) 
Total €52,647,318.64 €40,160,006.92 €36,286,702.03 

17/12/2015WRRR01200Wastewater Treatment

17/12/2015WRRR01300600. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he has received correspondence from the European Commission as part 
of formal infringement procedures relating to the delays in introducing a dedicated wastewater 
treatment collection network for the Gaoth Dobhair agglomeration and the subsequent failure to 
comply with the Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive 91/271/EEC; if he accepts the findings 
of the Commission that this failure represents non-compliance with the aforementioned legal 
act as communicated in this correspondence; his plans to reply to the Commission in respect of 
this charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45722/15]

17/12/2015WRRR01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive (91/271/EEC) generally requires that all ag-
glomerations greater than 2,000 population equivalent are provided with collecting systems for 
urban waste water and that collected waste water receives the appropriate level of treatment 
before discharge.

The Directive also provides that where the establishment of a collecting system is not justi-
fied either because it would produce no environmental benefit or because it would involve ex-
ceptional costs, individual appropriate systems (e.g. septic tanks) which achieve the same level 
of environmental protection can be used.   

The European Commission has queried the provision of a collecting system for Gaoth Dob-
hair as part of a wider infringement procedure concerning implementation of Directive 91/271/
EEC on urban waste water. My Department, assisted by Irish Water, and in consultation with 
the Environmental Protection Agency where appropriate, is currently preparing a response to 
the Commission in relation to this infringement procedure. This response will involve consid-
eration of possible options being reviewed by Irish Water for addressing the Directive require-
ments in relation to Gaoth Dobhair.

Since 1 January 2014 Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water ser-
vices planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels including the man-
agement of urban waste water collection and treatment infrastructure. Within its Water Services 
Strategic Plan, Irish Water has set out an objective of ensuring compliance with the Urban 
Waste Water Treatment Directive and set out target dates to achieve this.

17/12/2015WRRR01500Wind Energy Guidelines

17/12/2015WRRR01600601. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when he will publish the revised wind energy development guidelines; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45724/15]

17/12/2015WRRR01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): In December 2013, my Department published proposed “draft” revisions to the noise, set-
back distance and shadow flicker aspects of the 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines.

These draft revisions proposed:

-  the setting of a more stringent day and night noise limit of 40 decibels for future wind   
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energy developments,

-  a mandatory minimum setback distance of 500 metres between a wind turbine and the 
nearest dwelling for amenity considerations, and

-  the complete elimination of shadow flicker between wind turbines and neighbouring 
dwellings.

A public consultation process was initiated on these proposed draft revisions to the Guide-
lines, which ran until 21 February 2014. My Department received submissions from 7,500 
organisations and members of the public during this public consultation process.

It is intended that the revisions to the 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines will be 
finalised as soon as possible. In this regard, account has to be taken of the extensive response to 
the public consultation in framing the final guidelines. Further work is also advancing to devel-
op technical appendices to assist planning authorities with the practical application of the noise 
measurement aspects of the Wind Guidelines. My Department is advancing work on the Guide-
lines in conjunction with the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources.

The revisions to the Wind Energy Development Guidelines 2006, when finalised, will be 
issued under Section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended. Planning 
authorities and, where applicable, An Bord Pleanála are required to have regard to guidelines 
issued under Section 28 in the performance of their functions under the Planning Acts.

17/12/2015WRRR01800Freedom of Information Fees

17/12/2015WRRR01900602. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the amount his Department has received in fees from freedom of information 
requests in 2014 and in 2015 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45758/15]

17/12/2015WRRR02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The total amount my Department has received in fees relating to Freedom of Information 
requests in 2014 is €3,242.05 and to date in 2015 is €1,555.31. 

17/12/2015WRRR02100Ministerial Staff

17/12/2015WRRR02200603. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of political staff working in his Department and the role and salary 
of each staff member. [45785/15]

17/12/2015WRRR02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): All political appointments to my Department have been made in accordance with the 
Guidelines and Instructions on Ministerial Appointments for the 31st Dáil. Under the Guide-
lines, the role of Personal Assistants and Personal Secretaries is to provide assistance to or 
for the office holder who selected them for appointment. In the case of Special Advisers, the 
duties are set out in Section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.  The information 
requested regarding numbers and salary is set out in the following tables.  
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Minister Alan Kelly – Political Appointments   

Job Title Grade Salary Scale 
Special Adviser Principal Officer (Standard) Non PPC 

Scale 
€75,647 – €87,248 

Special Adviser Principal Officer (Standard) PPC Scale €79,401 – € 91,624 
Minister Alan Kelly – Political Appointments

Job Title Grade Salary Scale 
Personal Assistant* Personal Assistant Scale (PPC) €46,016 – €59,011 
Personal Secretary Personal Secretary Scale (Non PPC) €23,820 - €47,755 
Civilian Driver X 2 Civilian Driver Rate €631.75 per week 
*Personal Assistant – 2 people job - sharing - working 3.5 and 1.5 days per week respec-

tively.   

In addition to the above, I have also appointed a temporary replacement for one Special 
Adviser who is absent on unpaid leave at present. 

Minister of State Paudie Coffey– Political Appointments

Job Title Grade Salary Scale 
Personal Assistant Personal Assistant Scale (PPC) €46,016 - €59,011 
Personal Secretary Personal Secretary Scale (PPC) €25,074 - €50,268 
Civilian Driver X 2* * Civilian Driver Rate €665.00 per week 
* * The salary for Civilian Drivers is €631.75 per week. Drivers who will become members 

of the new Single Pension Scheme are paid a rate of €665.00 per week.   

Minister of State Ann Phelan, who has shared responsibilities between my Department, the 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, and the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport has made no political appointments in my Department.

17/12/2015WRRR02400Legislative Process RIA

17/12/2015WRRR02500604. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of Bills his Department has published since 9 March 2011; the 
number and Title of those Bills that included a regulatory impact assessment in advance of 
publication; the regulatory impact assessments published; the number of promised Bills for 
publication; the Bills that will include a regulatory impact assessment; the regulatory impact 
assessments that will be published before publication of the relevant Bill; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [45807/15]

17/12/2015WRRR02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The information sought will be compiled and forwarded to the Deputy as soon as possible. 

17/12/2015WRRR02700Private Residential Tenancies Board Administration

17/12/2015WRRR02800605. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the steps being taken to increase the efficiency of decision-making in disputes 
by the Private Residential Tenancies Board given that speedy decisions are in the best interest 
of both tenants and landlords and that prolonged disputes can leave a landlord without rental 
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income despite facing mortgage repayments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45837/15]

17/12/2015WRRR02900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): The Residential Tenancies Act 2004 regulates the landlord-
tenant relationship in the private rented residential sector and sets out the rights and obligations 
of landlords and tenants. The Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB) was established as 
an independent statutory body under the Act to operate a national tenancy registration system 
and to resolve disputes between landlords and tenants.

As the PRTB replaces the Courts for the vast majority of landlord and tenant disputes, there 
are statutory time periods laid down in the Residential Tenancies Act to provide for due process. 
There are a number of factors that may delay the processing of a case including where adjourn-
ment requests are made or where there are difficulties locating a party to the dispute.

The PRTB received 3,374 applications for dispute resolution in 2014, a 104% increase since 
2008 when 1,650 cases were received. In 2014, some 80% of cases were processed or closed 
within 5 to 6 months. Only 7% of what were the most difficult cases were taking 9 to 10 months 
to process. 

The PRTB is continuously reviewing operations to increase efficiency and processing times 
continue to improve in 2015. The PRTB reports that currently 82% of cases are completed in 
4 months or less. Only 2% of the most troublesome cases are taking in excess of 6 months to 
complete.

A telephone mediation service was introduced in late 2013 as an alternative means to ad-
dress disputes. Processing times for telephone mediation cases in 2014 were typically 10 to 12 
weeks. Processing times for telephone mediation have improved further in the course of 2015 
to 6 to 9 weeks.

I am confident that the Board continues to discharge its statutory obligations in an indepen-
dent, fair and efficient manner.

17/12/2015WRRR03000Private Residential Tenancies Board Administration

17/12/2015WRRR03100606. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if the Private Residential Tenancies Board is to receive increased resources due to 
the greater role the board will play arising from the recent measures on housing introduced by 
him; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45838/15]

17/12/2015WRRR03200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): The Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB) was es-
tablished in September 2004 under the Residential Tenancies Act.

The PRTB’s funding is derived primarily from a proportion of the fee income accruing from 
tenancy registrations, as set down by Ministerial Order. The Board is currently entitled to retain 
80% of the registration fee income to fund its activities, with 20% going to fund local author-
ity inspections of rented accommodation under the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) 
Regulations 2008. It also retains the fees charged for its dispute resolution services. Details of 
the Board’s income are set out in its Annual Reports and Accounts, which are available on its 
website www.prtb.ie.   

In line with the Government’s Employment Control Framework, the PRTB was required 
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to reduce its staffing complement from a peak of 70 which included agency staff, to 50 at end-
2011 and to 33 by end-2013.

The reduction in staffing over that period also needs to be seen in the context of the intro-
duction of online tenancy registration and dispute application services and the outsourcing of 
certain activities. In 2012, the PRTB awarded a contract, outsourcing its call -centre activities 
and the processing of paper registrations, allowing the Board to focus on its dispute resolution 
functions.  There are currently 30 people employed on the PRTB account by the outsourced 
service provider.    

Given the sustained increase in demand for PRTB services, approval was provided in 2014 
for an additional 9 permanent staff and the Board is in the process of recruitment to fill these 
posts which will bring the number of personnel up to 42.

More recently, in the context of the implementation of the Government’s package of mea-
sures in relation to the rental sector announced in November 2015, sanction for a further 5 staff 
to establish the Deposit Protection Scheme and 3 additional staff to administer the new rent 
stability arrangements was secured. When recruitment is completed, this will bring the staff 
complement back up to 50 and ensures that the Board is well-resourced to perform its functions.   

My Department continues to keep the resources available to the PRTB under close review 
and engages regularly with the Board on this matter. 

17/12/2015WRRR03300Climate Change Policy

17/12/2015WRRR03400607. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government given the agreement reached in Paris in France to limit global emissions 
of greenhouse gases, if he is agrees that Ireland’s climate policy is now at extreme variance 
with the stated ambition of the nations who are party to the agreement, in particular that the 
five year periodic reviews contained in the agreement is contrary to the Government’s stated 
position of there not being a need for interim reviews; if, in the context of the changed situa-
tion, he will consider amending the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015 to 
include either domestic emissions reduction targets or more robust emissions reduction plans 
with mandatory and prescriptive periodic reviews, or both; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45839/15]

17/12/2015WRRR03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Government’s climate change policy is entirely consistent with the outcome of the 
2015 Paris Climate Conference, which includes a requirement for Parties to assess, every five 
years, their progress towards meeting their climate commitments and to submit new plans to 
strengthen them.

Ireland has already made its commitment to the international process as part of the Euro-
pean Union, which has undertaken to reduce its economy-wide greenhouse gas emissions by at 
least 40% by 2030 (compared to 1990).

Furthermore, the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015 provides for a 
five-yearly cycle of National Mitigation Plans to specify the mitigation policy measures neces-
sary to manage greenhouse gas emissions and removals at a level commensurate with our in-
ternational obligations. Accordingly, the Act is ideally calibrated to ensure that domestic policy 
can be reviewed and, where necessary, amended in a complementary fashion with the five-
yearly reviews under the international process, while also taking account of our obligations 
under the EU processes.
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In addition, the Act provides for annual reviews of, inter alia, mitigation policy by the inde-
pendent Climate Change Advisory Council, which may also conduct periodic reviews of such 
policy.

I am satisfied therefore, that our recently enacted climate change legislation is fully fit-for-
purpose to meet both the domestic and international mitigation and adaptation challenges that 
lie ahead.   

17/12/2015WRRR03600Electoral Divisions Establishment

17/12/2015WRRR03700608. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he is aware of any disputes or differences of legal opinion over the bound-
ary of Wicklow county; if this has led to any problems with the legal definition of the Wicklow 
and Dún Laoghaire constituency boundaries for Dáil Éireann elections; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45841/15]

17/12/2015WRRR03800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The constituencies which will apply at the forthcoming general election are specified in 
the Electoral (Amendment) (Dáil Constituencies) Act, 2013. I am not aware of any disputes, or 
differences of legal opinion, in relation to the definition of the constituencies of Wicklow and 
Dún Laoghaire specified in that Act.

The Wicklow constituency is specified as consisting of the county of Wicklow; and, in the 
county of Carlow, the electoral divisions of Clonmore, Hacketstown, Haroldstown, Kineagh, 
Rahill, Rathvilly, Tiknock and Williamstown, in the former Rural District of Baltinglass No. 2.

The Dún Laoghaire constituency is specified as consisting of, in the county of Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown, the electoral divisions of Ballybrack, Blackrock-Booterstown, Blackrock-Carys-
fort, Blackrock-Central, Blackrock-Glenomena, Blackrock-Monkstown, Blackrock-Newpark, 
Blackrock-Seapoint, Blackrock-Stradbrook, Blackrock-Templehill, Blackrock-Williamstown, 
Cabinteely-Granitefield, Cabinteely-Kilbogget, Cabinteely-Loughlinstown, Cabinteely-Pot-
tery, Dalkey-Avondale, Dalkey-Bullock, Dalkey-Coliemore, Dalkey Hill, Dalkey Upper, 
Dún Laoghaire-East Central, Dún Laoghaire-Glasthule, Dún Laoghaire-Glenageary, Dún 
Laoghaire-Monkstown Farm, Dún Laoghaire-Mount Town, Dún Laoghaire-Sallynoggin East, 
Dún Laoghaire-Sallynoggin South, Dún Laoghaire-Sallynoggin West, Dún Laoghaire-Salthill, 
Dún Laoghaire-Sandycove, Dún Laoghaire-West Central, Foxrock-Beechpark, Foxrock-Car-
rickmines, Foxrock-Deansgrange, Foxrock-Torquay, Killiney North, Killiney South, Shankill-
Rathmichael, Shankill-Rathsallagh, Shankill-Shanganagh, Stillorgan-Leopardstown and Still-
organ-Priory.

17/12/201517/12/2015WRSS00200Priory Hall Development

17/12/2015WRSS00300609. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the role of a developer (details supplied) in the resolution of issues affecting 
Priory Hall, Dublin 13; if the developer is in receipt of payments from the State relating to this 
work, either directly or indirectly; if so, the amount involved; if he is aware of failures by the 
said developer to fulfil commitments in that developer’s own developments; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45856/15]

17/12/2015WRSS00400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): In so far as my Department is concerned, the contracting 
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authority for any work of this nature would typically be a local authority, in this case Dublin 
City Council (DCC). The specific information sought is, therefore, not available within my 
Department. 

17/12/2015WRSS00500Departmental Funding

17/12/2015WRSS00600610. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide funding to develop and market the walking route between 
Brandon Point and Brandon Creek in County Kerry, given the outstanding scenic nature of this 
route; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45862/15]

17/12/2015WRSS00700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): There are 39 trails covered by the Walks Scheme, and pay-
ments of the order of €1.8m have been made to approximately 1900 landholders in 2015 for the 
maintenance of trails that traverse their lands. In addition, there are now close to 800 trails listed 
on the Irish Trails website at www.irishtrails.ie, which are fully open to the public and being 
maintained to the appropriate national standards.

The route referred to by the Deputy between Brandon Point and Brandon Creek in County 
Kerry, is no doubt a beautiful and scenic area. I must advise the Deputy, however, that funding 
is not available from my Department at this time for the development and marketing works as-
sociated with that project.

17/12/2015WRSS00800Departmental Funding

17/12/2015WRSS00900611. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide funding to link the Kerry Way and Daingean Uí Chúis Way 
walking routes via mid-Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45906/15]

17/12/2015WRSS01000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): There are 39 trails covered by the Walks Scheme, and pay-
ments of the order of €1.8m have been made to approximately 1900 landholders in 2015 for the 
maintenance of trails that traverse their lands. In addition, there are now close to 800 trails listed 
on the Irish Trails website at www.irishtrails.ie, which are fully open to the public and being 
maintained to the appropriate national standards.

In relation to the request that funding be provided to link the Kerry Way and Dingle Way, 
which are 40 kilometres apart in distance, I must advise the Deputy that funding is not available 
from my Department at this time for this project.

17/12/2015WRSS01100Departmental Funding

17/12/2015WRSS01200612. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide funding to carry out maintenance and basic repair work 
on sections of the Daingean Uí Chúis Way between Tralee and Camp, as many parts are in very 
poor condition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45907/15]

17/12/2015WRSS01300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): My Department recently invited expressions of interest from 
a variety of organisations, agencies and groups who would wish to seek funding for the devel-
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opment, enhancement and maintenance of recreational Infrastructure projects should funding 
become available to the Department.  A number of expressions of interest were received for 
proposed works along the Dingle Way. 

This initiative has generated a considerable amount of interest and my Department is cur-
rently carrying out a detailed assessment of each expression   of interest received with a view to 
funding some of these projects in 2016. 

17/12/2015WRSS01400Motor Tax Collection

17/12/2015WRSS01500613. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on moving away from the paper motor tax disc system towards an 
electronic system such as that in place in the United Kingdom; if such a system could reduce 
evasion and reduce Garda Síochána time requirements for motor tax-related work; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45930/15]

17/12/2015WRSS01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Enforcement of motor tax and the instruments used to facilitate enforcement measures, 
including the application of number plate recognition technology to pursue the non-payment of 
tax, are matters for An Garda Síochána. Any changes to the requirement for display of motor 
tax discs on vehicle windscreens would need to be considered in the context of any potential 
application of number plate technology by An Garda Síochána generally, in order to ensure that 
adequate enforcement levels are maintained.

17/12/2015WRSS01700Mortgage to Rent Scheme Data

17/12/2015WRSS01800614. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of persons who have been approved for the mortgage to rent 
scheme since the criteria were changed in May 2015. [45957/15]

17/12/2015WRSS01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The package of commitments on mortgage arrears announced by Government in May 2015 
included a number of amendments to the Approved Housing Body Mortgage to Rent Scheme 
which will enable more properties to qualify for the Scheme, and make it more flexible and 
accessible to borrowers. The principal amendment to the scheme is to increase the valuation 
thresholds applicable which should enable more properties to qualify. These amendments took 
effect from 1 July 2015.

Since the introduction of these new measures, 119 cases have become eligible for consid-
eration under the scheme. In addition, to the end of November 2015, 36 cases were completed. 
A breakdown of these cases by local authority is provided in the table. In total, at the end of 
November, 628 cases were actively being progressed with 132 cases approved.   

Cases complete and under active consideration since 1 July 2015 

County Eligible for Consideration 
(Active) 

Completed 

Carlow County Council 6 1 
Cavan County Council 4 1 
Clare County Council 0 1 
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County Eligible for Consideration 
(Active) 

Completed 

Cork City Council 3 0 
Cork County Council 7 0 
Donegal County Council 3 0 
Dublin City Council 0 5 
Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown 
County Council 

3 0 

Fingal County Council 8 2 
Galway City Council 0 0 
Galway County Council 4 0 
Kerry County Council 1 1 
Kildare County Council 12 1 
Kilkenny County Council 0 2 
Laois County Council 6 0 
Leitrim County Council 1 0 
Limerick City and County 
Council 

1 0 

Longford County Council 0 1 
Louth County Council 9 2 
Mayo County Council 1 0 
Meath County Council 12 5 
Monaghan County Council 0 0 
Offaly County Council 2 2 
Roscommon County Council 0 0 
Sligo County Council 0 0 
South Dublin County Council 2 1 
Tipperary County Council 1 2 
Waterford County Council 22 9 
Westmeath County Council 1 0 
Wexford County Council 8 0 
Wicklow County Council 2 0 

119 36 

17/12/2015WRSS02000Credit Ratings

17/12/2015WRSS02100615. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if Irish Water has been given a credit rating by international credit ratings 
agencies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45959/15]

17/12/2015WRSS02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Irish Water does not currently have a credit rating from international credit agencies. The 
Company’s Business Plan for 2015 to 2021 sets out its strategy to secure a rating by 2019, based 
on establishing a strong record in relation to its financials, funding and capital investment by 
that time. 
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17/12/2015WRSS02300Irish Water Expenditure

17/12/2015WRSS02400616. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the current level of borrowing undertaken by Irish Water; its approximate 
cost of funds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45960/15]

17/12/2015WRSS02500617. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the approximate level of borrowing Irish Water will have to undertake over 
the next ten years to fulfil its capital investment programme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45961/15]

17/12/2015WRSS02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 616 and 617 together.

The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 requires Irish Water to seek the consent of the Min-
ister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (and the Minister for Commu-
nications, Energy and Natural Resources, the Minister for Finance and the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform) to borrow money. Following the commencement of Section 35 of the 
Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013, the Minister for Finance can no longer guarantee any debts of 
Irish Water and there is no guaranteed debt in issue.

Ministerial consent has been granted to Irish Water to enter into revolving credit facilities in 
the amount of €810 million with various commercial banks. Irish Water has informed me that 
the weighted average margin on these facilities is in the order of 1.5%.   

Ministerial consent has also been granted to enter into loan facilities of €450m with the Ire-
land Strategic Investment Fund on terms broadly similar to its commercial borrowing. 

Section 35(1)(b) of the Water Services (No 2) Act 2013 limits Irish Water’s borrowing to 
€2bn. Irish Water’s current forecast of total borrowing at end 2016 of €1.7bn is within this limit.

Irish Water’s capital investment in the period 2014 to 2021 will be funded by a mix of debt 
and equity (including capital transfers from Government) with the investment programme for 
the period after end 2016 being subject to future review by the Commission for Energy Regu-
lation, with Government funding subject to future budgetary decisions. Irish Water’s detailed 
business plan for the period 2015 to 2021 is available at www.water.ie. 

17/12/2015WRSS02700Private Residential Tenancies Board Staff

17/12/2015WRSS02800618. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the fees and expenses paid to each member of the Private Residential Ten-
ancies Board’s dispute resolution committee for the period 2012 to date; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45963/15]

17/12/2015WRSS02900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): The Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB) is an in-
dependent statutory body established on 1 September 2004 under the Residential Tenancies Act 
2004.  The Act regulates the landlord/tenant relationship in the private rented residential sector 
and the PRTB is charged with the administration of the Act including, inter alia, the resolution 
of disputes.

Details of the PRTB’s income and expenditure are published in the Annual Reports and Ac-
counts which are available on the PRTB website at: http://www.prtb.ie/about-prtb/who-we-are/
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annual-reports.  Details of the payments made to PRTB Dispute Resolution Committee mem-
bers are contained in the annual reports. The most recent report is in respect of 2014; details of 
the fees and expenses paid to members in 2015 will be included in the 2015 Annual Report in 
due course.

17/12/2015WRSS03000Private Residential Tenancies Board Staff

17/12/2015WRSS03100619. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the current number of vacancies on the Private Residential Tenancies 
Board’s dispute resolution committee; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45964/15]

17/12/2015WRSS03200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): The Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB) was es-
tablished as an independent statutory body under the Residential Tenancies Act 2004. The pri-
mary functions of the Board are to operate a national tenancy registration system and to resolve 
disputes between landlords and tenants in the private rented residential sector.

  Section 159 of the Act provides for a Dispute Resolution Committee (DRC) of up to 40 
members including the Chairperson. Members of the committee are appointed by the Board 
after consultation with the Minister. The PRTB held a competitive process for new appoint-
ments to the DRC in 2014 and there are currently 40 members on the committee. There are no 
vacancies.

The Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2015, which was enacted on 4 December 
2015, provides that, inter alia, members of the Board may no longer sit on the DRC. A panel 
remains in place from which committee members may be drawn if required.

17/12/2015WRSS03300Irish Water Expenditure

17/12/2015WRSS03400620. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the annual interest costs Irish Water will incur on loans taken out to cover 
the cost of water meter installation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45977/15]

17/12/2015WRSS03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 requires Irish Water to seek the consent of the Min-
ister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (and the Minister for Commu-
nications, Energy and Natural Resources, the Minister for Finance and the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform) to borrow money. Following the commencement of Section 35 of the 
Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013, the Minister for Finance can no longer guarantee any debts of 
Irish Water and there is no guaranteed debt in issue. 

Ministerial consent has been granted to Irish Water to enter into revolving credit facilities 
with various commercial banks. Irish Water has informed me that the weighted average margin 
on these facilities is in the order of 1.5%.   

Ministerial consent has also been granted to enter into for loan facilities of €450m with the 
Ireland Strategic Investment Fund on terms broadly similar to its commercial borrowing.

Irish Water have confirmed to me that the all inclusive annual interest cost on loan facilities 
taken out to cover the cost of water meter installation is currently less than 2%.
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17/12/2015WRSS03600Local Authority Rates

17/12/2015WRSS03700621. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will direct local authorities to design a rate scheme to support businesses 
damaged in the recent severe flooding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45997/15]

17/12/2015WRSS03800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for 
commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared by 
the independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Act 2001. The levying and 
collection of rates are matters for each individual local authority and I as the Minister for the 
Environment, Community and Local Government have no direct function or involvement in 
the matter.

The Local Government (Rates) Act 1970 provides for the operation of rates waiver schemes. 
Under the provisions, a rating authority may make and carry out a scheme providing for a 
waiver of all or a portion of commercial rates due by ratepayers in respect of a specified class 
or classes of property. The formulation of such a scheme is a matter reserved for the elected 
members of the relevant local authority and is subject to my consent as Minister for the Envi-
ronment, Community and Local Government.

The Government decided on 8 December 2015 to allocate €5m to provide emergency hu-
manitarian support to small businesses that have been unable to secure flood insurance and have 
been flooded arising from the impact of Storm Desmond. The scheme is being overseen by the 
Department of Defence and is being administered by the Irish Red Cross. Details in relation to 
the scheme are available on the Red Cross website.

17/12/2015WRTT00150Waste Management

17/12/2015WRTT00200622. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government which local authorities have fully undertaken the requirement to identify 
and categorise historic illegal dumping grounds and which have not completed that task; the 
measures he has taken to expedite this process; if he is aware that severe unintended conse-
quences to home owners and businesses have already arisen from planning permissions being 
given to build on, or next to, such dumping grounds; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [46077/15]

17/12/2015WRTT00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Three new regional waste management plans, which cover the entire country, were 
launched in May 2015 and are available to view and download on each individual Waste Man-
agement Planning Lead Authority’s website as well as on the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy’s website, www.epa.ie.

Section 13 of the Plans addresses, inter alia, historic and legacy landfills in each waste man-
agement planning region and sets out the number of sites which have been assessed as high, 
medium and low risk sites, as well as the number of sites which have yet to be assessed.  Fur-
thermore, Appendix F of each of the Plans sets out more detail in this regard at the individual 
local authority level.   

The Waste Management Planning Lead Authorities (WMPLAs) are required by the end of 
2015 to have ranked the high-risk sites in accordance with the risk screening process set out 
in the Plans, with a view to prioritising landfills for remediation over the lifetime of the plans. 
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This process has been completed. Each region is then required to develop and agree a road-map 
before the end of 2016 which prioritises the investigation and remediation of the priority ranked 
landfills over the period 2015 to 2021. My Department will continue to work with and support 
the WMPLAs, through the Waste Management Planning National Co-ordination Committee, to 
progress the remediation of the landfills to be identified in the remediation road-map referred 
to above. 

In addition to the above, the Programme of Measures which Ireland agreed to deliver to en-
sure full compliance with the judgment of the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) 
in case C-494/01 and which is available on my Department’s website, at the following weblink: 
http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/Environment/Waste/FileDownLoad,30458,en.pdf, sets 
out, inter alia, details of remediation projects undertaken to comply with the 2005 judgment. 
Recognising the dramatic improvement in waste management and enforcement practices in Ire-
land since that judgment was delivered, including the remediation of a number of problematic 
landfill sites, the European Commission were fully satisfied with our multi-stranded response 
and actions and closed this case in October 2015. In this regard, it is worth noting that my 
Department and local authorities have expended approximately €125m on landfill remediation 
since 2005. 

My role in relation to the planning system is primarily to provide and update the legislative 
and policy guidance framework. The legislative framework comprises the Planning and Devel-
opment Acts and the Planning and Development Regulations.   

Under planning legislation, the decision as to whether to grant a planning application, with 
or without conditions, is a matter for the relevant planning authority in the first instance, and 
An Bord Pleanála in the case of appeal. In making decisions on planning applications, plan-
ning authorities and the Board must consider the proper planning and sustainable development 
of the area, having regard to the provisions of the local development plan, any submissions or 
observations received, as well as relevant Ministerial or Government policies, including any 
guidelines issued by my Department. 

Under section 30 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, I am specifically precluded 
from exercising any power or control in relation to any particular case, with which a planning 
authority or An Bord Pleanála is or may be concerned. 

17/12/2015WRTT00350Local Government Reform Expenditure

17/12/2015WRTT00400623. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the cost of restoring town councils; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[46091/15]

17/12/2015WRTT00500625. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the annual savings from the abolition of town councils; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [46093/15]

17/12/2015WRTT00600656. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government to provide cost estimates for restoring all of the town and borough councils that 
were abolished.  [46292/15]

17/12/2015WRTT00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 623, 625 and 656 together.  

The Government’s decision to replace town authorities with a new model of municipal 
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governance was designed to strengthen local government within counties and to address widely 
acknowledged and long-standing weaknesses and anomalies in the previous system, including 
divided administration between town and county authorities, for example, in relation to matters 
such as planning, rating and charges. 

Municipal districts now cover the entire territory of each county, removing outdated bound-
aries and ending the anomaly of small towns having municipal status and dual representation, 
while some larger centres and rural areas lacked any sub-county governance. As well as creat-
ing a more rational and comprehensive structural arrangement, the new system enables more 
effective and community-focused decision making. There is also a more appropriate assign-
ment of reserved functions, full integration of local authority resources across each county and 
elimination of duplication both in administrative and electoral terms. 

Regarding savings, it is important to recognise that 2015 is the first full year of the operation 
of the new structures. I initiated an operational review earlier this year in relation to the new 
arrangements to assess how they are impacting in relation to both non-financial and financial 
matters. In this regard, it is important to view the benefits not only in terms of expenditure re-
ductions but also having regard to the broader objectives of local government reform such as 
strengthening the sector and seeking greater efficiency and more productive use of resources 
previously taken up with multiple corporate processes.   

The operational review involves an Advisory Group, on which both elected members and 
local authority chief executives are represented, together with a Local Government Forum for 
engagement with the Association of Irish Local Government. To date, these groups have met on 
six occasions in total and the feedback thus far from these deliberations suggests that the revised 
structures are generally operating well but will need more time to bed down fully. Importantly, 
there has also been an acknowledgement that there would be no return to the structures in place 
prior to June 2014, a view which corresponds with my stated position that the re-introduction of 
the pre-reform configuration of town councils would not be the correct approach.  Accordingly, 
costings of any restoration of such structures are not being undertaken. 

17/12/2015WRTT00713Local Government Reform

17/12/2015WRTT00725624. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the cost of establishing a directly elected mayor for Dublin; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [46092/15]

17/12/2015WRTT00737Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Pending the undertaking of the necessary analysis of the range of issues that would arise 
with such a proposal and the making of related decisions on the structures and functions of a di-
rectly elected mayor for Dublin, it is not possible to provide an estimate for the costs involved.  
It would, however, be prudent at this stage to assume that the costs would be significant and 
would not necessarily be offset by savings elsewhere in either local or central administration.

Question No. 625 answered with Question No. 623.

17/12/2015WRTT00750Irish Water Funding

17/12/2015WRTT00800626. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the cost of the abolition of Irish Water; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [46094/15]
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17/12/2015WRTT00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): An Independent Assessment published in 2012 reviewed the strengths and weaknesses of 
the delivery of water services through 34 local authorities, and concluded that there was a frag-
mentation of leadership and co-ordination, difficulty in attaining economies of scale, difficulty 
in delivering projects of national importance and an aging and poor quality network. The report 
concluded that the best way of ensuring increasing efficiency and effectiveness of operations 
and capital investment and accessing new finances for the water sector, was to establish Irish 
Water as a public utility. Accordingly, no consideration is being given to the abolition of Irish 
Water, or the costs thereof. 

17/12/2015WRTT00950Irish Water Funding

17/12/2015WRTT01000627. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the cost of the abolition of water charges; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [46095/15]

17/12/2015WRTT01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The abolishment of water charges is not simply an issue of financing Irish Water on an 
annual basis. There are a number of funding, investment and legal issues which would have to 
be addressed.

Firstly, Article 9 of the Water Framework Directive requires member states to take account 
of the “polluter pays” principle. As part of the first round of River Basin Management Plans, 
the Government of the day indicated to the European Commission that this would be addressed 
through the introduction of water charges.   

Secondly, the costings below, which outline the annual financial impact of abolition of water 
charges, do not take account of possible longer term effects outside of the period to 2016. The 
stream of income from domestic customers is a key tool in driving additional investment into 
the sector and underpins a utility model based on quality customer service and the regulated 
model delivering greater efficiencies. New revenue from domestic charges underpins the access 
to commercial borrowing for the sector. 

Thirdly, charging for water based on usage leads to a reduction in overall demand for water 
over time with consequential impacts on required capital investment for capacity increases and 
operational costs. 

If domestic water charges were abolished, Irish Water and the Group Water sector would re-
quire additional funding to substitute for the loss of revenue from domestic customers. The es-
timated additional revenue requirement in 2016 would be €210.5m, allowing for some reduced 
customer operation costs and working capital loans in the case of Irish Water, but not factoring 
in the costs, if any, of dismantling any relevant contracts. 

17/12/2015WRTT01150Irish Water Expenditure

17/12/2015WRTT01200628. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the operational costs of Irish Water in 2014; the estimated final total operational 
cost in 2015, broken down by section, that is, wages, administration and so on; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46096/15]

17/12/2015WRTT01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
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ly): Irish Water is a regulated utility and its operating and capital plans are reviewed by the 
Commission for Energy Regulation, which approves an “allowed revenue” for the regulatory 
period, i.e. Quarter 4 2014 to end 2016 – this represents the total costs (including depreciation 
and the return on capital employed) which Irish Water can recover from customer’s bills, taking 
account of Government subvention.

The annual average operational costs in the period 2015 and 2016 under the regulatory 
model are estimated at €750m. It might be noted that some costs, such as the first fix pro-
gramme amounting to around €30m per annum are capitalised within the regulatory model, 
but are treated as operational costs under the relevant accounting rules. Details of Irish Water’s 
proposed costs are outlined in their revenue and water charges plan which was reviewed by the 
Commission for Energy Regulation (CER). Details of the review and the CER’s decision are 
available at www.cer.ie. 

Information on Irish Water’s operational costs for 2014 are set out in its Financial Statements 
for 2014 which are available in the Oireachtas Library. In relation to any further breakdown of 
these costs, Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and que-
ries from public representatives. The team can be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@
water.ie or by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578.

17/12/2015WRTT01350Climate Change Policy

17/12/2015WRTT01400629. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the next steps Ireland will take given the climate change agreement in Paris in 
France; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46098/15]

17/12/2015WRTT01500652. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on the climate change talks in Paris in France; his plans for a cli-
mate change plan in this State; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46226/15]

17/12/2015WRTT01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 629 and 652 together. 

The overall outcome of the Paris Conference means that the long-term objective that Ireland 
has already established in its April 2014 National Policy Position, and that is now underpinned 
by the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015, namely to pursue substantial 
decarbonisation of the energy, transport and built environment sectors as well as pursuing neu-
trality in the land sector, will now be undertaken within a broader international context.

This means that the more ambitious actions that will be required over time can be taken on 
the basis of shared experience and cooperation with other States and regions with the knowl-
edge that all countries will be moving in the same direction, crucial for a small open economy 
like Ireland’s that competes in global   markets. 

The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015 provides a statutory basis for 
the national objective of transition to a low-carbon, climate resilient and environmentally sus-
tainable economy by the year 2050. In doing so, it also provides a solid statutory foundation to 
the institutional arrangements necessary to enable the State to pursue and achieve that national 
transition objective.   

Among the key provisions of the Act are the preparation and adoption of:

- successive five-yearly National Mitigation Plans which will specify the policy measures to 
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reduce greenhouse gas emissions in Ireland and meet our current and future emission reduction 
targets; and

- successive five-yearly National Adaptation Frameworks which will set out the national 
strategy for the coordinated application of adaptation measures in different sectors and by local 
authorities in order to adapt to the inevitable effects of climate change in Ireland.   

The Act also provides for the establishment of a Climate Change Advisory Council to pro-
vide advice and recommendations to Ministers and the Government on climate matters. The 
Advisory Council has already been established on a non-statutory basis under the chairmanship 
of Professor John Fitzgerald, pending enactment of the legislation, and is already undertaking 
some preliminary assessments.   

The preparation of the National Mitigation Plan is statutorily designed to be a whole-of-
Government approach to tackling greenhouse gas emissions. In particular, each Minister with 
responsibility for the largest emitting sectors (namely, agriculture, transport, energy and the 
built environment) will be required by Government to develop sectoral mitigation measures for 
inclusion in the Plan.      

Pursuant to the provisions of the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015 
the first National Mitigation Plan must now be produced within 18 months of the enactment 
date, and I expect that the first National Mitigation Plan will be produced well in advance of this 
deadline, for completion by the end of 2016.

17/12/2015WRTT01650Local Authority Members’ Remuneration

17/12/2015WRTT01700630. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the cost of local authority members in 2015, by salaries and by expenses, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46100/15]

17/12/2015WRTT01800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): An estimate of the total cost to local authorities in respect of elected member representa-
tional payments and allowances for 2015 is set out in the following table. This estimate is based 
on the amounts for which provision is made under the Local Government (Expenses of Local 
Authority Members) Regulations 2014 and other associated regulations/circulars issued by my 
Department.  

Payment Type Estimated Cost for 2015  
Representational Payment €15.7 million 
Annual Allowance €5.9 million 
Ad Hoc Payments (Mobile phone, confer-
ence and training allowance) 

€1.8 million 

Chair Allowances and Members Gratuities €4.3 million 
Total €27.7 million 

17/12/2015WRTT01850Housing Adaptation Grant Funding

17/12/2015WRTT01900631. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the cost of restoring housing adaptation grant expenditure to 2007, 2008, 2009 and 
2010 levels, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46101/15]
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17/12/2015WRTT02000632. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the cost of restoring housing aid expenditure to 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010 levels, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46102/15]

17/12/2015WRTT02100633. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the cost of restoring housing adaptation grant for persons with a disability expen-
diture to 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010 levels, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [46103/15]

17/12/2015WRTT02200634. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the cost of restoring mobility aids grant scheme expenditure to 2007, 2008, 2009 
and 2010 levels, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46104/15]

17/12/2015WRTT02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 631 to 634, inclusive, together.  

My Department provides funding under the Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People 
and People with a Disability. There are three separate grants available and local authorities 
receive an overall allocation, with the responsibility for the apportionment between the three 
schemes being a matter for each authority.   

Information on the exchequer funding provided by my Department to each local authority 
for these grants is available on my Department’s website at the following link: http://www.en-
viron.ie/en/Publications/StatisticsandRegularPublications/HousingStatistics/, by selecting ‘So-
cial and Affordable Housing’, ‘Housing Adaptation Grants by Area 2008 to date’. Information 
on the 2015 allocations is available on my Department’s website at the following link: http://
www.environ.ie/en/GeneralNews/MainBody,41581,en.html.

The total funding allocation of €50.5m nationally for these grants that I announced in May 
2015 represented an increase of some 10% over the 2014 funding. Funding provided for the 
grants in the years in question is set out in the table, along with the additional funding on top of 
the 2015 provision that would be required to restore funding to those levels. 

Year Funding Provided Additional (to 2015 funding) to restore funding
2007 * € 59.44m € 8.94 m 
2008 € 66.85m € 16.35 m 
2009 € 70.61m € 20.11 m 
2010 € 95.46m € 44.96 m 
The Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with a Disability replaced the 

Disabled Persons and Essential Repairs Grants on 1 November 2007.      

I am aware of the social benefit accruing from these schemes in terms of facilitating the con-
tinued independent occupancy of their own homes by older people and people with a disability 
and a further funding increase of 10% is proposed for the grants in 2016.   

In addition, some changes were introduced to the grants in January 2014 following a review 
carried out in 2013. These changes are spreading the benefits of the grants more widely and im-
proving fairness and value for money in their operation. This approach, combined with the ad-
ditional funding being provided, will see over 8,500 households benefit from the grants in 2016. 

17/12/2015WRUU00150Local Authority Functions
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17/12/2015WRUU00200635. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the mechanism in place to provide oversight of the work of special policy commit-
tees in local authorities and to measure their successes and failures.  [46129/15]

17/12/2015WRUU00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Part 7 of the Local Government Act 2001 provides the legal framework for the establish-
ment and operation of Strategic Policy Committees (SPCs) to consider matters connected with 
the formulation, development, monitoring and review of policy which relates to the functions 
of a local authority and to advise the authority on those matters.

The SPC system is intended to give councillors and relevant sectoral interests an opportu-
nity for full involvement in the policy-making process from the early stages, when policy op-
tions are more fluid. The council is the final decision making authority, and it is the task of the 
SPCs, as committees of the council, to advise and assist the council in its work.   

Under section 54(2) of the 2001 Act, my Department issued guidelines on SPCs in May 
2014.  The objective of these guidelines was to create a common general framework for the 
establishment and operation of SPCs and to assist and support local authorities in this task. 
However, subject to this general framework, the guidelines allow a measure of discretion to lo-
cal authorities in establishing an SPC structure which takes account of local circumstances and 
which best meets local needs. 

SPCs are encouraged in the guidelines to adopt a multi-annual work programme linked to 
the local authority’s corporate plan and to update this regularly as necessary. Ensuring compli-
ance with the legal framework and implementation of the guidelines, as well as assessing the 
performance of individual SPCs, is ultimately a matter for local authorities themselves, includ-
ing the corporate policy group in each authority. 

17/12/2015WRUU00350Local Authority Housing

17/12/2015WRUU00400636. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he is aware that some Teachtaí Dála and local authority councillors are directors 
of approved housing bodies in County Kildare and directly responsible for offering houses to 
persons; and if he believes that this is acceptable and transparent.  [46131/15]

17/12/2015WRUU00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) consist mainly of voluntary or co-operative organisa-
tions registered under the Companies Acts, societies registered under the Industrial and Provi-
dent Societies Acts and/or Trusts incorporated under the Charities Acts. They are independent 
bodies and the appointment of members to the Boards of AHBs is a matter for the bodies 
themselves.

Notwithstanding that, the Government has committed to bringing greater transparency and 
improved governance to the AHB sector.  Last year, my Department established an interim 
Regulation Committee under the auspices of the Housing Agency and supported by a Regula-
tion Office within the Agency. The committee was set up to oversee implementation of the vol-
untary regulation code for AHBs, published in July 2013, and to advise on statutory regulation. 
To date, over 210 AHBs have signed up to the voluntary code. 

Under the code, AHBs that have signed up to regulation are assessed in terms of their gov-
ernance, financial viability and their performance as regards their landlord functions. There are 
specific requirements in relation to AHBs having conflict of interest polices in place which 
should ensure potential conflicts are raised and that there is a protocol for addressing them. 



Questions - Written Answers

556

While the code is voluntary at present, the development of a statutory regulatory framework 
has commenced with the General Scheme of the Housing (Regulation of Approved Housing 
Bodies) Bill 2015 approved for drafting by Government in September of this year. Pre-legisla-
tive scrutiny of the proposed Bill took place recently. A public listing of all the AHBs signed up 
to voluntary regulation can be found at http://www.housing.ie/Regulation/AHBs-Signed-Up-
to-Voluntary-Regulation/A-Z-Organisation-Listing.

17/12/2015WRUU00550Dormant Accounts Fund

17/12/2015WRUU00600637. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the programmes he intends to roll out in 2016 funded by the Dormant Accounts 
Fund, including the application date, process and purpose of each programme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.   [46139/15]

17/12/2015WRUU00700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): The Dormant Accounts Act 2001, together with the Unclaimed 
Life Assurance Policies Act 2003 and the Dormant Accounts (Amendment) Acts 2005-2012, 
provide a framework for the administration of unclaimed accounts in credit institutions (i.e. 
banks, building societies and An Post) and unclaimed life assurance policies in insurance un-
dertakings. The legislation introduced a scheme for the disbursement of funds that are unlikely 
to be reclaimed but only for the purposes of programmes or projects to assist:   -  the personal 
and social development of persons who are economically or socially disadvantaged,

-  the educational development of persons who are educationally disadvantaged, or

-  persons with a disability (within the meaning of the Equal Status Act 2000).   

Under the Dormant Accounts legislation, balances on dormant accounts with banks, build-
ing societies and An Post and the net encashment value of certain life assurance policies are 
paid into the Dormant Accounts Fund, which is managed by the National Treasury Management 
Agency. The primary purpose of the legislation is to reunite the original account holders with 
their moneys, including all interest due. In addition, the legislation provides that disbursements 
from the fund may be made for charitable purposes or for purposes of community benefit.   

A Dormant Accounts Fund Action Plan was adopted on 1 July 2014 which contained an al-
location in excess of €26m to be expended through a number of Government Departments and 
agencies. Under the 2014 Plan, Pobal are administering the Social Enterprise and the Disadvan-
taged Youth Employment Initiatives/Entrepreneurship measure on behalf of my Department.   

The aim of the Social Enterprise Measure is to increase the impact of social enterprises by 
enhancing their capacity to deliver services and generate traded income through the provision 
of small capital grants.  Funding is being provided to support the development of social enter-
prises that have the capacity to deliver local, sustainable jobs and which contribute to commu-
nity gain in disadvantaged areas/for economically and socially disadvantages persons. 

The aim of the Youth Employment Measure is to target the most disadvantaged young peo-
ple who tend not to avail of mainstream supports and are most distant from the labour market 
or the education system. The opportunity under this measure is to focus on vulnerable youth by 
providing more intensive engagement and supports to those “most marginalised and disadvan-
taged” or within “NEET” youth (i.e. a young person who is “Not in Education, Employment 
or Training”). It is intended that this will help them to participate and succeed in education or 
training and thereby improve their employability, reducing their longer term dependency on 
welfare.   
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Applications under these measures are currently being assessed by Pobal and a decision on 
the measures for which my Department has responsibility is expected shortly. 

Pobal is also administering one measure on behalf of the Department of Social Protection 
and a number of measures on behalf of the Department of Health. The remaining measures un-
der the 2014 Action Plan are being administered by the Departments themselves. 

It is anticipated that a new Dormant Accounts Action Plan will be drafted early in 2016. 

Further data in relation to the Dormant Accounts Fund are available on my Department’s 
website at http://www.environ.ie/en/Community/DormantAccounts/.

17/12/2015WRUU00750Water and Sewerage Schemes Expenditure

17/12/2015WRUU00800638. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the allocation and expenditure broken down per county in each of the past ten 
years under the rural water programme, broken down for allocation and expenditure on group 
water schemes, group sewerage schemes, small council water schemes, small council sewerage 
schemes and private waste water scheme grants introduced following the passing of the Water 
Services Act and requiring the registration of private waste water systems and other allocations 
specified, all in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.   [46142/15]

17/12/2015WRUU00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Responsibility for the administration of my Department’s Rural Water Programme, under 
which funding is provided for the schemes referred to, including up to end 2013 for small public 
scheme works, has been devolved to local authorities since 1997. The selection, prioritisation 
and approval of individual scheme proposals and applications for advancement and funding un-
der the programme, within the overall priorities set by my Department and subject to the block 
grant allocations provided, is therefore a matter for the local authorities.

Details of the block grant allocations notified to local authorities for group water and group 
sewerage schemes under the 2015 Rural Water Programme are outlined on my Department’s 
website at:

http://www.environ.ie/en/Environment/Water/WaterServices/RuralWaterProgramme/.   

Details of recoupments by my Department to the local authorities to cover their expenditure 
over the past ten years are being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as pos-
sible. 

Information on payments made directly to group water schemes would be available from 
individual local authorities.

17/12/2015WRUU00950Social and Affordable Housing Data

17/12/2015WRUU01000639. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government  the budget his Department allocated to local authorities for the provision 
of social housing units to the voluntary housing sector for the provision of voluntary housing 
units; the number of social housing units constructed by the local authorities; the number of 
social housing units made available under Part V; the number of voluntary housing units com-
pleted for each year since 2000, each in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.   [46175/15]



Questions - Written Answers

558

17/12/2015WRUU01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The following table sets out the amount of funding provided to local authorities and ap-
proved housing bodies for the construction and acquisition of houses and apartments under the 
Local Authority Housing Programme and the Capital Assistance Scheme since 2004.   Informa-
tion covering 2000 to 2003 predates my Department’s current financial management system 
and is therefore not readily available.  These are the main programmes implemented by my 
Department for the capital funding of new social housing construction and acquisition.  

Year Local Authority Housing 
Programme 

Capital Assistance Scheme 

2004 €617.7m €86.3m 
2005 €740.6m €80.7m 
2006 €852.1m €99.4m 
2007 €929.3m €113.8m 
2008 €977.6m €156.3m 
2009 €670.3m €158.5m 
2010 €376.3m €113.6m 
2011 €118.0m €38.0m 
2012 €114.7m €58.0m 
2013 €81.8m €36.7m 
2014 €80.1m €34.3m 
Additional funding is provided by my Department to local authorities and to approved hous-

ing bodies through a range of other current and capital funded programmes for the provision of 
social housing units encompassing leased units, acquisitions and some new construction. These 
programmes include the Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme, the Rental Accom-
modation Scheme, Housing Assistance Payment and the Capital Advance Leasing Facility.   

Data in relation to social housing units constructed and acquired by local authorities and 
approved housing bodies and in relation to the delivery of units under Part V arrangements is 
published on my Department’s website at the following link: http://www.environ.ie/en/Publica-
tions/StatisticsandRegularPublications/HousingStatistics/FileDownLoad,15291,en.xls.

17/12/2015WRUU01150Library Services Provision

17/12/2015WRUU01200640. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the status of the proposal to provide a new library in Ballyjamesduff in County 
Cavan; when this project will proceed to the next stage; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [46185/15]

17/12/2015WRUU01300641. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the status of the proposal to provide a new library in Virginia in County Cavan; 
when this project will proceed to the next stage; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[46186/15]

17/12/2015WRUU01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 640 and 641 together. 

Under Section 78 of the Local Government Act 2001, the provision of premises and facili-
ties for the public library service is a matter for each local authority in its capacity as a library 
authority.   
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A draft Libraries Capital Investment Programme is currently being developed by my De-
partment for investment in library infrastructure over the period 2016-2021.  The proposed 
library at Virginia has been identified by Cavan County Council as a priority investment and, 
accordingly, will be considered in that context.  However, Cavan County Council has not identi-
fied a new library in Ballyjamesduff as a priority. 

17/12/2015WRUU01450Fire Stations Provision

17/12/2015WRUU01500642. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the status of the proposals to provide a new fire station in Virginia in County 
Cavan; when this project will proceed to the next stage; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [46187/15]

17/12/2015WRUU01600643. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the status of  the proposals to provide a new fire station in Ballyjamesduff in 
County Cavan; when this project will proceed to the next stage; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [46188/15]

17/12/2015WRUU01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 642 and 643 together. 

The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and main-
tenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs, the provision of a premises and the 
making of such other provisions as it considers necessary or desirable, is a statutory function 
of individual fire authorities under the provisions of the Fire Services Acts 1981 and 2003.  My 
Department supports fire authorities through the setting of general policy and guidance and the 
provision of capital funding, including the recoupment (within the overall funding available) of 
costs incurred by fire authorities in relation to approved construction projects and the purchase 
of fire appliances and equipment.   

My Department is currently preparing a fire capital programme for the coming five years 
and in this regard is engaging with local authorities, as appropriate, to review proposed fire 
station projects.  Requirements for new stations, or enhanced facilities at existing stations, are 
being appraised with a view to developing value-for-money projects, while still meeting the 
necessary functional requirements of a retained fire station. 

It should be noted that the provision of funding to bring agreed projects to construction stage 
will be considered within the constraints of existing commitments and available resources and 
will have regard to national priorities, the totality of requests from fire authorities countrywide, 
the extent of previous investment in particular areas, the value for money offered by proposals 
and the status of existing facilities in relation to the area’s fire risk categorisation.   

In relation to the Deputy’s particular queries, my Department will liaise with Cavan County 
Council in relation to the fire stations in question. 

17/12/2015WRUU01750Local Authority Housing Data

17/12/2015WRUU01800644. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government  the funding provided to Cavan County Council and to Cavan Town Council for 
housing construction, housing repairs and various housing grant schemes for each of the years 
from 2007 to date, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter  [46189/15]
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17/12/2015WRUU01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The funding provided to Cavan County Council for the range of initiatives under my 
Department’s main social housing programmes for the years 2007 to 2015 is set out in the fol-
lowing tables. Expenditure relating to 2015 refers to the funding provided to the local authority 
up to the end of November and further payments are continuing to be made for this year.  The 
Housing Assistance Payment Scheme has not yet been rolled out in Cavan.    

Cavan County Council

Housing Programme/Scheme 2007 2008 2009 2010 
Local Authority Housing Pro-
gramme 

€9,828,080 €14,374,871 €10,699,523 €3,694,879 

Capital Assistance Scheme €1,230,811 Nil €926,861 €1,284,593 
Remedial Works Scheme €821,849 €1,499,801 €1,705,741 €273,426 
Adaptations and extensions to 
Social Housing 

€147,290 €213,958 €350,253 €121,762 

Returning Vacant Social Hous-
ing to Productive Use 

Nil Nil Nil €380,000 

Energy Efficiency Insulation 
Measure 

Nil Nil €296,044 €980,160 

* Housing Adaptation Grants 
for Older People and People 
with a Disability 

€753,977 €1,007,000 €921,000 €1,309,505 

Traveller Accommodation 
Capital Funding 

€296,591 €102,043 €18,842 Nil 

Rental Accommodation 
Scheme 

€177,045 €234,055 €735,235 €1,034,119 

Social Housing Current Expen-
diture Programme 

Nil Nil Nil Nil 

Capital Advance Leasing 
Facility 

Nil Nil Nil Nil 

Cavan County Council

Housing 
Programme/
Scheme

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Local 
Author-
ity Housing 
Programme 

€1,116,877 €1,360,702 €1,947,374 €1,133,043 €914,165 

Capital 
Assistance 
Scheme 

€14,378 €664,288 €348,563 €102,150 Nil 

Reme-
dial Works 
Scheme 

€60,526 Nil Nil Nil Nil 
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Housing 
Programme/
Scheme

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Adaptations 
and exten-
sions to So-
cial Housing 

€207,331 €76,328 €48,468 €151,430 Nil 

Returning 
Vacant Social 
Housing to 
Productive 
Use 

€52,168 €113,233 Nil €349,137 €80,675 

Energy 
Efficiency 
Insulation 
Measure 

€569,470 €404,847 €341,138 €850,818 €485,791 

Housing 
Adaptation 
Grants for 
Older People 
and People 
with a Dis-
ability 

€1,500,000 €1,050,000 €880,847 €914,395 €794,327 

Traveller 
Accommoda-
tion Capital 
Funding 

€6,356 Nil €57,412 Nil Nil 

Rental Ac-
commodation 
Scheme 

€1,370,899 €1,815,162 €2,101,024 €2,295,921 €2,374,324 

Social Hous-
ing Current 
Expenditure 
Programme   

€11,440 €24,909 €40,421 €69,575 €44,999 

Capital Ad-
vance Leas-
ing Facility 

Nil Nil Nil Nil €306,075 

*The Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with a Disability replaced the 
Disabled Persons and Essential Repairs Grants on 1 November 2007.  The 2007 figure includes 
funding for both schemes.

17/12/2015WRUU01950Local Authority Housing Data

17/12/2015WRUU02000645. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the funding provided to local authorities in County Monaghan for housing 
construction, housing repairs and various housing grant schemes, for each of the years from 
2007 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46190/15]

17/12/2015WRUU02100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
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ly): The funding provided to Monaghan County Council for the range of initiatives under my 
Department’s main Housing Programmes for the years 2007 to 2015 is set out in the following 
tables.  Expenditure relating to 2015 refers to the funding provided to the local authority up to 
the end of November and further payments are continuing to be made for this year.  Housing 
Assistance Payments (HAP) commenced in Monaghan from 1 October 2014.  Payments relat-
ing to the HAP scheme are made to a HAP shared services centre run by Limerick City and 
County Council who provide a transactional shared service hub for all local authorities operat-
ing HAP during the pilot phase.  All HAP financial transactions, including the collection of dif-
ferential rent from tenants and the payment of HAP rents directly to landlords, are being made 
by the transactional shared services hub.

Monaghan County Council

Housing Programme/
Scheme 

2007 2008 2009 2010 

Local Authority Hous-
ing Programme 

€11,289,738 €13,484,937 €14,079,244 €4,539,127 

Capital Assistance 
Scheme 

€624,584 €5,671,276 €112,482 €415,175 

Remedial Works 
Scheme 

€535,620 €671,931 €1,971,184 €2,730,402 

Adaptations and exten-
sions to Social Housing 

Nil Nil Nil €96,802 

Returning Vacant So-
cial Housing to Produc-
tive Use 

Nil Nil €114,032 €79,381 

Energy Efficiency Insu-
lation Measure 

Nil Nil €31,778 €491,147 

*Housing Adaptation 
Grants for Older People 
and People with a Dis-
ability 

€1,253,446 €1,237,000 €824,000 €1,353,219 

Traveller Accommoda-
tion Capital Funding 

€3,000,000 €270,692 €714,957 €691,044 

Rental Accommodation 
Scheme 

€175,818.75 €277,812.34 €607,714.86 €890,223 

Social Housing Current 
Expenditure Pro-
gramme 

Nil Nil Nil Nil 

Capital Advance Leas-
ing Facility 

Nil Nil Nil Nil 

Monaghan County Council

Housing 
Programme/
Scheme 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Local Author-
ity Housing 
Programme 

€3,256,000 €1,731,686 €1,159,804 €790,036 €1,376,889 
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Housing 
Programme/
Scheme 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Capital Assis-
tance Scheme 

€86,636 €1,125,300 €1,191,568 €1,434,736 €118,311 

Remedial 
Works Scheme 

€1,126,971 €661,818 €147,806 €1,001,837 €20,551 

Adaptations 
and exten-
sions to Social 
Housing 

€77,773 €136,436 €63,819 €91,060 €42,747 

Returning 
Vacant Social 
Housing to 
Productive Use 

Nil Nil Nil €92,751 €100,502 

Energy Effi-
ciency Insula-
tion Measure 

€315,100 €380,333 €335,406 €419,118 Nil 

Housing Adap-
tation Grants 
for Older 
People and 
People with a 
Disability 

€1,055,266 €1,200,000 €711,729 €739,703 €833,046 

Traveller Ac-
commodation 
Capital Fund-
ing 

€197,925 Nil Nil Nil Nil 

Rental Ac-
commodation 
Scheme 

€1,184,460 €1,222,347 €1,289,674 €1,277,503 €917,039.20 

Social Hous-
ing Current 
Expenditure 
Programme 

€3,267 €2,262 €6,762 €4,512 €2,262 

Capital Ad-
vance Leasing 
Facility 

Nil Nil Nil Nil €274,540 

*The Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with a Disability replaced the 
Disabled Persons and Essential Repairs Grants on 1 November 2007, the 2007 figure includes 
funding for both schemes.

17/12/2015WRUU02150Voluntary Sector Funding

17/12/2015WRUU02200646. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his proposals to provide funding for men’s sheds; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [46191/15]

17/12/2015WRUU02300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
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ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): My Department provides support to the Irish Men’s Sheds As-
sociation (IMSA) Limited under the funding scheme to support national organisations (SSNO) 
in the community and voluntary sector.  This scheme aims to provide multi-annual funding to 
national organisations towards core costs associated with the provision of services.

The current scheme was advertised for applications early last year. Some 157 applications 
were received by Pobal. Following competitive assessment, 55 applications were approved for 
funding for the two-year period from 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2016.  The award process included 
considerations such as the social and economic benefits, consistency with current policies and 
long term vision. 

IMSA applied successfully for funding under the scheme, and were allocated €175,950 
over the 24 month period of the scheme.  The aim of the funding is to assist IMSA to increase 
the network of Men’s Sheds in Ireland to over 400, with over 20,000 disadvantaged men par-
ticipating. The funding is contributing to the employment of the CEO and a Resource Worker, 
and associated overheads.  I understand that IMSA also receive funding through subscriptions, 
donations, sponsors and other fundraising.     

Funding under the SSNO is specifically for national organisations such as IMSA for core 
funding.  My Department does not provide funding under the SSNO for local or regional 
branches of national organisations.  I understand that the principal activity of the organisation is 
the supporting of men’s learning and well-being.  There are no schemes within my Department 
that specifically provide funding appropriate to these activities at a local level.   

It is envisaged that the new Scheme to Support National Organisations will be advertised in 
early 2016 and groups funded under the 2014-2016 Scheme and other interested organisations 
can apply again for funding under the new SSNO Scheme.  Organisations who meet the mini-
mum overall quality score threshold will be considered eligible for funding, subject to available 
resources.

17/12/2015WRUU02350Local Authority Housing

17/12/2015WRUU02400647. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the funding provided or the financial contribution for the older person’s 
scheme and the number of such units provided, by local authority, in each of the past ten years.  
[46203/15]

17/12/2015WRUU02500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I understand the scheme referred to was introduced by a local authority to enable older 
people to downsize from homes that may have become too large for them to more suitable ac-
commodation, thus potentially freeing up homes for larger families.

There are no funds specifically designated under the social housing investment programme 
for the purpose of facilitating local authority tenants wishing to downsize.  I understand a 
number of housing authorities, however, have traditionally operated such schemes within their 
overall housing programmes.  My Department does not hold any information on the number of 
dwellings allocated to older persons as part of such schemes.   

I have no specific proposals to introduce a national scheme along these lines at present. 
However, in the context of the ongoing implementation of the Social Housing Strategy 2020, 
the potential of such schemes to meet differing housing needs may be further examined.
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17/12/2015WRVV00200Island Communities

17/12/2015WRVV00300648. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the additional cost of allowing island communities to vote on the same day as 
those on the mainland. [46218/15]

17/12/2015WRVV00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The costs of elections are met from the Central Fund, which is managed by the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform and the Department of Finance.  I am not aware of 
any additional costs arising where an island community votes on the same day as voters on the 
mainland, that is the day appointed by order of the Minister.  Section 85 of the Electoral Act 
1992 provides that a returning officer may in certain circumstances take the poll on an island in 
advance of the polling day appointed by the Minister.  These circumstances are not related to 
cost but to anticipated weather or transport difficulties. 

17/12/2015WRVV00500Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists

17/12/2015WRVV00600649. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of households on the local authority housing waiting list in 
County Longford currently, six months ago and 12 months ago.  [46223/15]

17/12/2015WRVV00700650. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of households on the local authority housing waiting list in 
County Westmeath, currently, six months ago and 12 months ago. [46224/15]

17/12/2015WRVV00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 649 and 650 together.

I refer to the reply to Questions Nos. 579 to 585, inclusive, of 15 December 2015.  The posi-
tion is unchanged.

17/12/2015WRVV00900Social and Affordable Housing Provision

17/12/2015WRVV01000651. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the funding allocated in April 2015 to County Westmeath over three years to 
buy, rent or lease properties for social purposes; the progress of these plans; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [46225/15]

17/12/2015WRVV01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Under the Social Housing Strategy, there are substantial targets and funding resources for 
the delivery of social housing by local authorities, including Westmeath County Council.  In 
April 2015, I issued social housing targets and provisional funding allocations to all local au-
thorities to be invested in a combination of building, buying and leasing schemes designed to 
accommodate 25% of those currently on the housing waiting lists.  The following are the targets 
in respect of Westmeath, which are supported by a funding allocation of €30.7 million:  
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Funding 
stream

Local Au-
thority Hous-
ing/AHB 
delivery via 
CAS/Return 
of vacant 
properties

Social Hous-
ing Current 
Expenditure 
Programme 
(SHCEP)

Social Hous-
ing Current 
Expenditure 
Programme 
(SHCEP)

Rental Ac-
commoda-
tion Scheme 
(RAS)

Rental Ac-
commoda-
tion Scheme 
(RAS)

Year 2015-17 2015 2016/7 2015 2016/7
Target 148 72 226 52 44
As the housing authority for their areas, local authorities are responsible for the detailed 

planning of social housing provision based on local need. This includes working with approved 
housing bodies to assist in meeting the needs of those on the social housing waiting list in their 
administrative areas.  However, I said when I allocated the targets and funding that all local au-
thorities will be expected to kick-start a building programme.  In that regard, I have announced 
new social housing construction and acquisition projects to the value of approximately €500 
million so far this year, including 43 new units for County Westmeath at a cost estimate of 
almost €7 million.  Details are available on my Department’s website at the following links: 
http://www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/News/MainBody,41340,en.htm and 
http://www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/News/MainBody,42225,en.htm.   

Given the timelag between approval and delivery in terms of construction projects, a suc-
cessful programme to remediate vacant units, as well as the acquisition by local authorities of 
properties through turn-key developments and other purchases, are important parts of social 
housing delivery this year.  In this regard, Westmeath County Council has programmed 20 to 30 
new acquisitions this year, while I am providing funding support to the Council to return over 
80 vacant social housing units to productive use.  The projects and programmes to deliver new 
social housing are being advanced strongly by local authorities. 

Under the Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme (SHCEP) units can be deliv-
ered in a variety of ways and local authorities are encouraged to explore and use all of these 
mechanisms, which include units purchased, leased or constructed by approved housing bodies 
and both multi-unit developments and individual units leased or acquired through rental ar-
rangements directly by local authorities.  Units leased by local authorities or approved housing 
bodies can be for up to 20 years.  The accommodation provided is made available to persons on 
local authority waiting lists, persons with long term housing needs in receipt of rent supplement 
or persons who are homeless. 

The Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) is a social housing support introduced to cater 
for the accommodation needs of persons who are in receipt of long term rent supplement. Per-
sons normally must be in receipt of continuous rent supplement for a minimum period of 18 
months, and be assessed as having a long term housing need. 

The targets for Westmeath County Council for the period 2015-2017 are set out in the table 
above.  Together, the RAS and SHCEP Schemes have met the social housing needs of an ad-
ditional 153 households in Westmeath County Council in 2015, which is well in excess of the 
original targets set for the local authority.

I am confident that by utilising all delivery mechanisms under these programmes, local au-
thorities will continue to deliver on their social housing targets in line with the Social Housing 
Strategy.

Question No. 652 answered with Question No. 629.
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17/12/2015WRVV01300Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRVV01400653. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of appointments to State boards under the aegis of his Department and 
the number advertised on his Department’s website since March 2011; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [46253/15]

17/12/2015WRVV01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Since July 2011, my Department’s website has been used as the primary mechanism for 
seeking expressions of interest from suitably qualified and experienced persons, for consider-
ation as members or chairpersons of the boards of State bodies under my Department’s aegis.

In line with a Government Decision last Autumn, a Revised Model for Ministerial Appoint-
ments to State Boards, brought forward by my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure 
and Reform, has been put in place, operating through the Public Appointments Service, and will 
govern relevant future appointments.  Under the revised model expressions of interest are now 
made directly by registering on Stateboards.ie.  My Department’s website has been amended to 
refer any interested party to the stateboards.ie website.

Details of appointments made since 2011 are available on my Department’s website at www.
environ.ie/en/Publications/CorporateServices/TransparencyData/FileDownLoad42058,en.
pdf.

In the case of certain appointments to State Boards, statutory selection procedures must be 
followed or nominations must be sought from independent nominating panels before appoint-
ments are made by the Minister or the Government, as appropriate.  In addition, in the case of a 
number of boards, not all of the appointments to the body concerned are made by the Minister, 
and in some situations appointments are made by the Minister with the consent of another Min-
ister.  Furthermore, appointments to An Bord Pleanála and to the Board of the Environmental 
Protection Agency are of a full-time executive nature and are governed by statutory processes.

17/12/2015WRVV01600Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRVV01700654. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of chairpersons appointed to State boards under the aegis of his De-
partment  who have appeared before the relevant Oireachtas joint committee since March 2011; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46268/15]

17/12/2015WRVV01800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Since March 2011 the Chairpersons (or equivalents) of the following Boards have met the 
Joint Oireachtas Committee on Environment, Culture and the Gaeltacht:

-  Dr. Mary Kelly, An Bord Pleanála

-  Ms Laura Burke, Environmental Protection Agency

-  Dr. Michelle Norris, Housing Finance Agency

-  Mr. Conor Skehan, Housing and Sustainable Communities Agency

 -   Ms Breda Collins, Irish Water Safety

 -   Ms Catriona Walsh, Private Residential Tenancies Board
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 -   Mr. John O’Connor, Pyrite Resolution Board

 -   Professor William Reville, Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland*

 -   Mr. Paddy McGuinness, Western Development Commission   

*The Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland was amalgamated into the Environmental 
Protection Agency on 1 August 2014.

17/12/2015WRVV01900Legislative Process RIA

17/12/2015WRVV02000655. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the details of the Acts currently in force for which he has lead responsibility 
and that have parts or sections yet to be formally commenced, including the purpose of same, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46283/15]

17/12/2015WRVV02100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The information sought by the Deputy is not routinely compiled by my Department but will 
be forwarded to him as soon as possible.

Question No. 656 answered with Question No. 623.

17/12/2015WRVV02300Vacant Sites Levy

17/12/2015WRVV02400657. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if his Department considered including vacant sites owned by local authorities in 
the vacant site levy that will come into force as a result of the Urban Regeneration and Housing 
Act 2015; and the reason for not including sites in local authority and State body ownership 
under the terms of the levy.  [46293/15]

17/12/2015WRVV02500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 introduced a new measure, the vacant site 
levy, which is aimed at incentivising the development of vacant, under-utilised sites in urban 
areas.

Under the provisions of the Act, with effect from 2019 - in respect of 2018 - a levy will be 
charged on the registered owners of vacant sites in designated areas in local development plans 
and local area plans as being in need of, and suitable for, housing or in need of regeneration.  
The Act provides that residential or regeneration land regardless of ownership, either public or 
private, will be subject to the levy if it meets the criteria for a vacant site.

17/12/2015WRVV02600Departmental Schemes

17/12/2015WRVV02700658. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the cost of restoring CLÁR programme funding to the level that pertained before 
it was last abolished; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46324/15]

17/12/2015WRVV02800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): As the Deputy is aware, the majority of CLÁR measures were 
closed to new applications in 2008 and while some measures accepted applications in 2009 and 
2010, all were subsequently closed to new funding requests.
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All of the remaining commitments under the CLÁR programme are in relation to already 
approved Sports Capital projects or Gaeltacht Grants.  The lead Departments in relation to these 
projects and the source of the majority of funding to the community groups involved are the 
Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht and the Department of Transport, Tourism and 
Sport.

In the years immediately prior to measures closing to new applicants under the CLÁR pro-
gramme, expenditure reached an average annual figure of just under € 23 million.  An amount 
of €0.1 million has been allocated in 2015 to meet existing commitments and a similar amount 
will be allocated in 2016 to cover any existing commitments that may materialise.  There are 
currently no plans to reopen measures under the CLÁR programme.

17/12/2015WRVV02900RAPID Programme

17/12/2015WRVV03000659. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the cost of restoring the revitalising areas by planning, investment and develop-
ment, RAPID, programme funding to the level that last pertained before this Government took 
office. [46327/15]

17/12/2015WRVV03100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): The RAPID programme aims to ensure priority attention is 
given to tackling the spatial concentration of poverty and social exclusion in areas covered by 
the programme.

Over the past number of years, my Department has continued to meet its existing contrac-
tual commitments on RAPID projects throughout the country.  My Department co-funded the 
RAPID Leverage Schemes, which supported projects that focus on estate enhancement, graffiti 
removal, traffic calming, community closed-circuit television, health and sports facilities and 
the provision of playgroups.  The following table provides details of RAPID funding provided 
in the years 2010 to 2015.  There is now just one remaining measure under the RAPID pro-
gramme, which accounts for unpaid commitments, namely the sports capital top-ups.  In 2015, 
I allocated funding of €500,000 for sports capital projects under the programme and these are 
being jointly funded with the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport.

The figures in the table that follows this reply include funding provided until 2013 contrib-
uting to the salaries of RAPID co-ordinators in local authorities.  These posts are now funded at 
local authority level as part of day-to-day operational costs.

The RAPID programme has made substantial progress in identifying the needs of disadvan-
taged communities and in bringing forward important local projects in response to those needs.  
I intend that the focus will remain on tackling poverty and social exclusion in RAPID areas and 
this will be more effectively combined with other programmes and actions delivered on an area 
basis. 

Year Funding Provided
2010 €6,281,000
2011 €2,225,000 
2012 €1,467,000
2013 €263,000
2014 €170,000
2015 to date €318,000
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17/12/2015WRWW00200Leader Programmes Funding

17/12/2015WRWW00300660. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the cost of restoring Leader funding to the level that was originally allocated under 
the 2007 to 2013 rural development programme.  [46328/15]

17/12/2015WRWW00400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): The original allocation for the LEADER elements of the 
Rural Development Programme 2007-2013 was just short of €400 million.  The LEADER ele-
ments of the Rural Development Programme will provide €250 million in financial resources to 
support the development of sustainable rural communities.  The cost of restoring funding to the 
2007-2013 levels, therefore, would be an additional €150 million.

While the allocation for the LEADER elements of the 2014-2020 programming period is 
less than the value allocated for 2007 – 2013 programming period, I am confident that within 
the confines of the fiscal environment we have experienced in the recent past, the Government 
has allocated the maximum amount possible to support the LEADER elements of the 2014-
2020 programme.  This funding, coupled with the Government’s drive to increase coordination 
at a local level and the commitment to the delivery of the recommendations in the report of 
the Commission on the Economic Development of Rural Areas (CEDRA), will ensure that the 
impact of the available funding will be maximised to support the sustainable development of 
our rural communities.

17/12/2015WRWW00500Commercial Rates

17/12/2015WRWW00600661. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of commercial ratepayers who did not pay the charges due in 2014 and 
the combined amount of these unpaid charges by local authority.  [46332/15]

17/12/2015WRWW00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used 
for commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared 
by the independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Act 2001.  The levying 
and collection of rates are matters for each individual local authority.  Rates income data are 
published by local authorities in their Annual Financial Statements.  The latest year for which 
audited local authority Annual Financial Statement data are available is 2013.  These figures are 
published as a matter of course on local authority websites.

The information requested is not available in my Department.

17/12/2015WRWW00800Commercial Rates Exemptions

17/12/2015WRWW00900662. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will introduce commercial rate relief for vacant properties, where such 
charges fall due; the number of vacant properties where commercial rates were due, were paid 
and the amount outstanding [46333/15]

17/12/2015WRWW01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on the occupiers of rateable 
property in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared by the indepen-
dent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Act 2001.
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The Local Government Act 1946 provides that where a property is unoccupied on the date 
of the making of the rate, the owner becomes liable for rates.  However, the owner is entitled to 
a refund if the property is vacant for specified purposes i.e. if the premises are unoccupied for 
the purpose of additions, alterations or repairs; where the owner is bona fide unable to obtain a 
suitable tenant at a reasonable rent; and where the premises are vacant pending redevelopment.  
The collection of rates and the determination of eligibility for a refund in this context are mat-
ters for each individual local authority.

The Local Government Act 1946 provided that the owner was entitled to a 100% refund in 
most local authority areas. Separate legislation governs refunds in the cities of Dublin, Lim-
erick and Cork, where the same criteria for refunds apply but only 50% of the rates paid was 
refundable.

With effect from 1 June 2014, when the relevant provision commenced, the Local Govern-
ment Reform Act 2014 gives discretion to the elected members of individual local authorities to 
vary the level of rates refunds that apply in individual local electoral areas within the authority’s 
administrative area.  This discretion allows elected members to respond to the differing char-
acteristics of local commercial property markets.  The Local Government (Financial and Audit 
Procedures) Regulations 2014 provide that the decision to alter the rate of refund should be 
taken at the annual budget meeting and that the rate of refund decided in respect of the relevant 
local electoral area shall apply to eligible persons for the year to which the budget relates.  The 
absence of a decision to vary the refund means that the existing legislative provisions regarding 
the rate of refunds apply (either 100% or 50% as set out above).   

Rates income data are published by local authorities in their Annual Financial Statements. 
2013 is the latest year for which audited local authority Annual Financial Statement data are 
available.

The information requested in respect of the number of vacant properties where commercial 
rates were due in 2014, the amount of such properties where rates were paid and the amount 
outstanding, is not available in my Department.

17/12/2015WRWW01100Departmental Agencies

17/12/2015WRWW01200663. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will establish a multi-fund cross-departmental green-deal agency responsible 
for accessing European and private funding sources, in order to finance a new scheme across all 
tenure types; the estimated cost of establishing such an agency; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46334/15]

17/12/2015WRWW01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): In November 2014, the Government approved the Social Housing Strategy 2020, which 
sets out a strategic framework for meeting the State’s social housing needs to the end of the 
decade.  The Strategy includes a commitment to commence work on a financial vehicle, to be 
known as the Strategic Housing Fund, to raise funding for the social housing sector.  The finan-
cial vehicle will be established to facilitate the aggregation of private investment into a fund 
for subsequent lending as project finance.  It is intended that this funding would be lent on to 
qualifying Approved Housing Bodies, giving them access to long term finance.

Work on the development of this new funding model is being progressed under the oversight 
of a group which has been put in place to develop the financial aspects of the Social Housing 
Strategy.  This group - the Finance Work Stream - comprises a range of key stakeholders includ-
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ing my Department, the Housing Finance Agency, the National Development Finance Agency 
and the Departments of Finance and of Public Expenditure and Reform.  The timing of the 
introduction of the new funding model will be dependent on the outcome of the group’s work.

Notwithstanding this, the Housing Finance Agency is a State-owned company established 
in 1982, which provides loan finance to local authorities and voluntary housing bodies for hous-
ing and related purposes.  The HFA raises its funds on the domestic and international capital 
markets in structures and at costs that reflect its customers’ requirements.

In February 2015, a new initiative jointly backed by the Housing Finance Agency and the 
European Investment Bank was announced which is expected to support investment in 2,000 
social housing units to be developed across Ireland over the next three years.  The €150 million 
funding from the European Investment Bank will be matched by the HFA to provide €300 mil-
lion available for lending to support investment by Approved Housing Bodies across the coun-
try to upgrade social housing and improve energy efficiency.  By accessing EIB funding the 
HFA will be able to offer Approved Housing Bodies long-term finance at extremely competitive 
rates.  This is just one of the methods of housing delivery in the Social Housing Strategy and un-
derlines the Government’s commitment to tackling the acute housing need that currently exists.

17/12/2015WRWW01400Housing for People with Disabilities

17/12/2015WRWW01500664. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the progress in achieving each of the nine strategic aims set out in the National 
Housing Strategy for People with a Disability 2011-2016; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46339/15]

17/12/2015WRWW01600665. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the date on which the implementation planning group for the National Housing 
Strategy for People with a Disability 2011-2016 was established; the number of meetings the 
group has held; the number of annual progress reports the group has completed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46340/15]

17/12/2015WRWW01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 664 and 665 together.

The National Housing Strategy for People with a Disability (NHSPWD) 2011-2016 was 
published in late 2011 and the associated National Implementation Framework was published 
in July 2012.  These are joint publications by my Department and the Department of Health and 
set out the Government’s broad framework for the delivery of housing for people with disabili-
ties through mainstream housing policy.  They were developed as part of a coherent framework, 
in conjunction with the Government’s mental health policy, A Vision for Change, the Report 
of the Working Group on Congregated Settings and the Value for Money Review of Disability 
Services, to support people with disabilities within community-based living with maximum 
independence and choice.

Considerable progress has been made since the Strategy was published.  Implementation of 
the Strategy is being driven primarily by the Housing Agency.  A dedicated Housing Subgroup 
chaired by the Housing Agency was established in 2012 to progress implementation and in-
cludes representatives from my Department, the HSE, the Department of Health, local authori-
ties, the Irish Council for Social Housing and various disability representative organisations.  
The Housing Agency sub-group has met on 25 occasions since its establishment.

National Guidelines for the Assessment and Allocation Process for Housing Provision for 



17 December 2015

573

People with a Disability, a key output under the NHSPWD, have been developed and was ad-
opted for implementation by housing authorities with effect from November 2014.

Implementation of the Congregated Settings Report, led by the HSE, is supported by my 
Department through the NHSPWD.  My Department is represented on the HSE Working Group 
and is supporting the ongoing work to progress the transitioning of individuals from congre-
gated settings.  In addition, the Housing Agency subgroup has established two task groups to 
progress the priority actions in relation to mental health and in relation to actions for individuals 
with a disability living in the community.  Much work has been done to deliver on these issues 
and this will continue.

The majority of housing authorities have now established Housing and Disability Steering 
Groups (HDSGs), chaired by the authority and including the HSE and disability representative 
organisations, to achieve a co-ordinated and integrated approach to meeting the housing needs 
of people with disabilities.  All HDSGs will be up and running in the coming months.  As part 
of the priority action to ensure equitable access for people with disabilities, each HSDG must 
prepare a Strategic Plan for each county/city area  which aims to identify the housing needs 
of people with a disability, both current and emerging over the next five years, and develop 
specific local strategies to meet the identified needs.  Most of the Strategic Plans have now 
been prepared and it is intended that they will be collated by the Housing Agency into a draft 
National Plan.

An Implementation Monitoring Group was established in 2012 to monitor and report on 
progress, and has met on seven occasions since then.  The group is chaired by my Department 
and comprises representatives of the Department of Health, the HSE, the National Disability 
Authority, the National Service Users Executive and disability representative organisations.  
The first progress report of the Implementation Monitoring Group was published in 2014 and is 
available on my Department’s website at:

w w w. e n v i ro n . i e / e n / P u b l i c a t i o n s / D e v e l o p m e n t a n d H o u s i n g / H o u s i n g /
FileDownLoad,37210,en.doc.

It is intended to hold a meeting of the IMG early in 2016 with a view to further updating 
progress.

17/12/2015WRWW01800Motor Tax Rates

17/12/2015WRWW01900666. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will review the case of motor tax for a commercial vehicle (details 
supplied) based on the Court of Appeal reduction in tax for articulated goods vehicles; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46365/15]

17/12/2015WRWW02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Court of Appeal ruling referred to was made on 21 October 2015 and had the effect 
that from that date articulated goods vehicles fell to be taxed at the general haulage tractor rate.  
This category attracts an annual rate of €333.

The Motor Vehicle (Duties and Licences) Act 2015 was subsequently enacted to provide for 
such vehicles to be reclassified as goods vehicles and to put motor tax reductions announced as 
part of Budget 2016 on a permanent statutory footing.  Owners of articulated goods vehicles, as 
well as owners of all other heavier goods vehicles, will benefit from significantly reduced rates 
of motor tax for discs commencing on or after 1 January 2016.
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The position in relation to payments of motor tax for articulated goods vehicles made prior 
to 21 October remains under consideration.

17/12/2015WRWW02100Local Authority Management

17/12/2015WRWW02200667. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if city managers or area managers in local authorities are allowed to be 
biased against city councillors; if all councillors have to be treated in a fair and balanced way 
by management in all local authorities; if there are sanctions if management acts in an unfair 
manner; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46374/15]

17/12/2015WRWW02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Section 132 of the Local Government Act 2001 states that it is the duty of every chief 
executive of a local authority to carry into effect all lawful directions of the elected council in 
relation to the reserved functions of the local authority.  Furthermore, it is the duty of the chief 
executive to advise and assist the elected council, corporate policy group, strategic policy com-
mittees and local community development committee on any matter relating to their functions.

Section 169 of the Act provides for the issuing of codes of conduct for elected members 
and employees in performing their functions.  The Code of Conduct for Employees is available 
on my Department’s website at the following weblink: http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/
LocalGovernment/Administration/FileDownLoad,8776,en.pdf.

The Code states that mutual respect and courtesy between all employees (including the chief 
executive) and councillors is essential to good local government and should be maintained at 
all times.  It also states that it is important that employees at all times act in a politically neutral 
way in performing their official duties and in their dealings with councillors.

17/12/2015WRWW02400Living Wage

17/12/2015WRWW02500668. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the cost of implementing a living wage of €11.50 for all employees directly 
employed by or in agencies funded by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [46405/15]

17/12/2015WRWW02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Payment of salaries to staff of my Department is made in line with pay scales approved by 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  If a minimum payment of €11.50 an hour 
were introduced, the additional costs for my Department are estimated to be in the region of 
€10,850 (not including Employer’s PRSI).  This figure reduces as and when the staff concerned 
progress along an incremental scale.

Material in respect of bodies under the aegis of my Department is a matter for the bodies 
concerned and is not available in my Department.

17/12/2015WRWW02700Postal Codes

17/12/2015WRWW02800669. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will contact Eircode to have a person’s Eircode address corrected; if Eircode 
will review all details in an estate (details supplied) in County Laois; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [45739/15]

17/12/2015WRWW02900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
Capita Business Support Services Ireland was awarded a 10 year contract in December 2013 
to develop and implement the National Postcode System “ Eircode”.  The case referred to by 
the Deputy is one for Capita to review and resolve if an issue exists.  The person concerned 
can contact Eircode by e-mailing hello@eircode.ie, by post to Block C, Maynooth Business 
Campus, Maynooth, Co. Kildare, W23 F854 or using the contact phone number 0818 300 015.

17/12/2015WRWW03000Freedom of Information Fees

17/12/2015WRWW03100670. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the amount his Department has received in fees from freedom of information re-
quests in 2014 and in 2015 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45755/15]

17/12/2015WRWW03200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The information requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table: 

Year Upfront Fees Search and Retrieval 
Fees

Internal Review 
Fees

Total

2014 €640 Nil €150 €790
2015 to date Nil €244 €180 €424

17/12/2015WRWW03300Ministerial Staff

17/12/2015WRWW03400671. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the number of political staff working in his Department, including the role and salary 
of each staff member.  [45782/15]

17/12/2015WRWW03500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The information requested by the Deputy is as follows: one Special Advisor to the Minister is 
employed with a Gross Salary of €91,624 and another Special Advisor to the Minister is em-
ployed with a Gross Salary of €82,587.

Special Adviser appointments are undertaken in accordance with the Instructions on Minis-
terial Appointments for the 31st Dáil (July 2014) and the Guidelines on Staffing of Ministerial 
Offices (March 2011) issued by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

17/12/2015WRWW03600Legislative Process RIA

17/12/2015WRWW03700672. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the number of Bills his Department has published since 9 March 2011; the number 
and Title of those Bills that included a regulatory impact assessment in advance of publication; 
the regulatory impact assessments published; the number of promised Bills for publication; the 
Bills that will include a regulatory impact assessment; the regulatory impact assessments that 
will be published before publication of the relevant Bill; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [45804/15]

17/12/2015WRWW03800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
Since March 2011, there have been eight Bills published by my Department of which seven 
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Bills have been brought through to completion.  My Department undertakes Regulatory Impact 
Assessments in accordance with the procedures set out in the RIA Guidelines published by the 
Department of the Taoiseach.  The following is a list of the eight Bills which have been pub-
lished to date:

- The Access to Central Treasury Funds (Commission for Energy Regulation) Bill 2011 was 
enacted on 23 November 2011.  No Regulatory Impact Analysis (RIA) was required for this 
Bill.  A full RIA was undertaken for the related Petroleum (Exploration and Extraction) Safety 
Act, 2010.

- The Energy (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2011 was enacted on 25 February 2012.  A 
RIA for the Energy (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2011 was published with the Bill on 27 
September 2011.

- The Electricity Regulation (Carbon Revenue Levy) (Amendment) Bill 2012 was enacted 
on 25 May 2012.  This was emergency legislation on foot of a Supreme Court Decision and 
therefore was exempt from RIA requirements.

- The Gas Regulation Bill 2013 was enacted on 3 December 2013.  A RIA on the Gas 
Regulation Bill 2013, setting out the policy context and rationale for the implementation of full 
ownership unbundling, including for the sale of Bord Gáis Energy, was prepared.  Some of the 
material contained in the RIA was considered to be commercially sensitive in light of the ongo-
ing transaction process.  Therefore, it has not been published at this stage.

- The ESB (Electronic Communications Networks) Bill 2013 was enacted on 18 March 
2014.  A RIA was completed in respect of the Bill and was published on my Department’s 
website.

- The Communications Regulation (Postal Services) (Amendment) Bill 2015 was enacted 
on 2 July 2015.  A RIA was completed in respect of the Bill and was published on my Depart-
ment’s website.

- The Petroleum (Exploration and Extraction) Safety Bill 2015 was enacted on 22 July 2015.  
A RIA was completed in respect of the Bill and was published on my Department’s website.

- The Minerals Development Bill 2015 was published on 9 July 2015.  A RIA was com-
pleted in respect of the Bill and will shortly be published on my Department’s website. 

There are two Bills currently in preparation where draft Heads of these Bills have been ap-
proved by Government and the Bills are expected to be published in Spring 2016.  Regulatory 
Impact Assessments have been completed in respect of both of these Bills.

In addition, there are four Bills currently in preparation in respect of which Heads of these 
Bills have not yet been submitted to Government.  It is expected that a Regulatory Impact As-
sessment will be published for each of these Bills.

17/12/2015WRWW03900Emergency Services

17/12/2015WRWW04000673. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources further to Parliamentary Question No. 143 of 23 September 2015 and given that it 
is recorded that 975,000 of the 2.1 million calls made to the emergency call answering service 
are referred to the emergency services, what happens with the balance and why are they not 
referred to the relevant emergency service.  [45843/15]
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17/12/2015WRWW04100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The Emergency Call Answering Service (ECAS) responds to all calls to 112/999 in the State 
in under one second.  Having identified the nature of the emergency and the location, calls are 
connected to the correct Emergency Service, on average, in under 6.5 seconds.

The remaining calls are filtered and not forwarded to the Emergency Services.  The majority 
of filtered calls occur where the caller does not speak to the ECAS operator, or where the num-
ber is dialled accidentally.  Misdialled calls, children playing or abusive calls are also filtered 
out by ECAS Operators.  This is to ensure the Emergency Services can concentrate their efforts 
on genuine and intended emergency calls.

17/12/2015WRXX00150Energy Schemes

17/12/2015WRXX00200674. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the number and average value of grants awarded for the better energy homes scheme 
and the better energy warmer homes scheme, in each of the past five years.  [46219/15]

17/12/2015WRXX00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The Better Energy Homes and Better Energy Warmer Homes schemes are administered on be-
half of my Department by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) under the Better 
Energy Programme.

The Better Energy Homes scheme provides grant aid to private homeowners who wish to 
improve the energy performance of their home.  Fixed grants are provided towards the cost of 
a range of measures including attic insulation, wall insulation, heating systems upgrades, solar 
thermal panels and accompanying Building Energy Rating (BER).

From 2011 to end-November 2015 the scheme delivered energy efficiency measures to 
109,191 homes around the country.  In response to a decline in demand for this scheme, in 
March of this year, I increased grant levels and introduced other reforms such as a bonus pay-
ment for deeper measures.  This has led to a resurgence in grant applications, with applications 
up 80% year on year in 2015. 

The following illustrates the number of homes grant-aided per year, along with the average 
value of grants awarded.

Year Number of Homes Average value of grant per home
2011 49,236 €1,170
2012 26,426 €1,095
2013 13,710 €960
2014 9,279 €997
2015 10,540 €1,141

The Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme delivers a range of energy efficiency measures 
free of charge to low income households vulnerable to energy poverty, who meet the eligibility 
criteria. It should be noted that under this scheme the full cost of the works is met, therefore the 
figures given relate to average spend per home. The measures available include draught proof-
ing, attic insulation, lagging jackets for hot water tanks, low energy light bulbs and cavity wall 
insulation. 

From 2011 to end-November 2015, 67,293 homes around the country have received energy 
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efficiency measures under the scheme. Demand for this scheme remains strong, with €15m paid 
out so far in 2015. The average spend per home has increased considerably over the past five 
years. This is primarily due to significant improvements in the technical standards the scheme 
must meet. Rising costs and the provision of some deeper interventions for households in se-
vere energy poverty also account for this increase. 

Year Number of  Homes Average spend per home 
2011 20,388 €1,049
2012 21,175 €1,683
2013 9,803 €1,790
2014 9,056 €2,280
2015 6,871 €2,212

17/12/2015WRXX00350Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRXX00400675. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the number of appointments to State boards under the aegis of his Department and 
the number of appointments that have been advertised on his Department’s website since March 
2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46250/15]

17/12/2015WRXX00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
There have been 175 appointments to State Boards under the aegis of my Department in the 
period 7 March 2011 to 30 November 2015. Of these appointments, 25 were from among indi-
viduals who submitted expressions of interest following an advertisement on my Department’s 
website. A further 9 appointees applied under the revised arrangements set out in the Guidelines 
on Appointments to State Boards which were published in November 2014.

It should be noted that some 48% of the appointments made were either ex-officio appoint-
ments, reappointments, the appointment of worker directors chosen by election, or appoint-
ments made on foot of nominations made by an Oireachtas Committee.

17/12/2015WRXX00550Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRXX00600676. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources the number of chairpersons appointed to State boards under the aegis of his Department 
who have appeared before the relevant joint Oireachtas committee since March 2011; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [46265/15]

17/12/2015WRXX00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
There have been 17 appointments to the position of Chairperson to State boards under the ae-
gis of my Department since March 2011. Of these, 9 have appeared before the relevant Joint 
Oireachtas Committee in line with current Government policy on the appointment of Chairper-
sons to State Boards. It should be noted that a number of the appointments were reappointments 
and therefore an appearance before the Joint Oireachtas Committee was not required. 

17/12/2015WRXX00750Commencement of Legislation

17/12/2015WRXX00800677. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the details of the Acts currently in force for which he has lead responsibility and 
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that have parts or sections yet to be formally commenced, including the purpose of same, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46280/15]

17/12/2015WRXX00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
There is one Act for which all sections have yet to be formally commenced by my Department.  
The details are set out in the following table.

Title of Act Parts/Sections not yet com-
menced

Purpose of sections

Petroleum (Exploration and 
Extraction) Safety Act, 2015

All sections To confer on the Commis-
sion for Energy Regulation 
(CER) the additional func-
tions with respect to petro-
leum safety required by the 
Offshore Safety Directive.
The legislation was enacted 
in July, 2015 to meet the 
transposition deadline but 
cannot be commenced until 
the Petroleum Safety Frame-
work has been updated by 
the CER to reflect the ad-
ditional functions required 
by the Directive. It is an-
ticipated that the Act will be 
commenced in its entirety in 
January, 2016.

17/12/2015WRXX00950Postal Services

17/12/2015WRXX01000678. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources the cost for the existing An Post office network to provide additional services 
such as the processing of motor tax payments, local authority charges and hospital charges; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46310/15]

17/12/2015WRXX01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): It 
is Government policy that An Post remains a strong and viable company, in a position to pro-
vide a high quality postal service and maintain a nationwide network of customer focused post 
offices in the community.

The post office network plays an important role in serving the needs of business and domes-
tic customers alike. However, the postal sector is undergoing systemic change, with migration 
towards electronic communications resulting in significant core mail volume decline year-on-
year. However, post offices, having being fully computerised some years ago, also stand well 
positioned to become the front office provider of choice for Government and the financial 
services sector for both electronic transactions as well as the more traditional over the counter 
transactions.

In recognition of the changing commercial environment I established the Post Office Net-
work Business Development Group earlier this year, the remit of which is to examine the po-
tential from existing and new Government and commercial business that could be transacted 
through the Post Office network. The Group presented its initial report to me in May 2015. In 
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summary, the initial report outlined that the future of the Post Office network would be best 
secured by seeking out opportunities in the following areas: financial services; Government 
services; social capital and enterprise; and white labelling of financial and other products.

To gain further insight into these areas, a public consultation exercise was held from 16 
June to 28 July last, inclusive. Interested parties were invited to submit their views on the initial 
report. It is clear from the responses received that there is a strong public desire to maintain 
the nationwide network of post offices. The consultation responses have assisted the Group in 
identifying opportunities that can benefit the post office network and have informed the final 
report, which I expect to receive presently.

It is premature to speculate, in advance of receiving the final report, on matters, including 
cost implications, until I have had the opportunity to consider in detail the findings of the Group.

17/12/2015WRXX01150Broadband Service Provision

17/12/2015WRXX01200679. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the estimated costs of delivering universal broadband to all premises.  [46315/15]

17/12/2015WRXX01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure that every citizen and busi-
ness, regardless of location, has access to a high quality, high speed broadband service. This 
will be achieved through a combination of commercial investments and a State led intervention 
in areas where commercial services will not be provided.

On 29 September 2015, the Government agreed and published its 6 year Capital Plan, Build-
ing on Recovery, which included an allocation of €275m for the National Broadband Plan. This 
will provide the initial stimulus required to deliver the Government’s intervention and it is ex-
pected that further funding will be available over the lifetime of any contract(s) 

Funding of €75m is also committed through the European Regional Development Fund and 
is generally drawn down after Exchequer expenditure is first incurred.

Combined with commercial investment, this will ensure that 85% of Ireland’s premises 
have high speed broadband by 2018, with an ambition of 100% coverage by 2020.

Because a competitive procurement process is anticipated, it would be neither advisable nor 
appropriate to speculate about the potential overall cost of the NBP at this stage. Ultimately, the 
outcome of the procurement process will determine the final cost of the intervention. I expect 
to proceed to formal procurement before the end of this year. Progress on the project and the 
outcome of the procurement process will influence the quantum of Exchequer funding that will 
be expended on the NBP in 2016.

17/12/2015WRXX01350Broadband Service Provision

17/12/2015WRXX01400680. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he has considered community broadband projects such as the rural broadband 
project in northern England for an Irish setting; the estimated cost of piloting a similar project 
in each county based on this model; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46316/15]

17/12/2015WRXX01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The National Broadband Plan aims to ensure that every citizen and business, regardless of loca-
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tion, has access to a high quality, high speed broadband service. This will be achieved through a 
combination of commercial investments and a State led intervention in areas where commercial 
services will not be provided.

The commercial telecommunications sector is currently investing approximately €2.5 bil-
lion in network upgrades and enhanced services. These very significant investments represent a 
step-change in the quality of broadband services available.

The proposed State intervention is targeted at areas where commercial investment is not 
forthcoming, and through the combination of commercial and State investment the NBP aims 
to deal conclusively with connectivity challenges for every home and business in the State. 
While it is not envisaged that a separate community based scheme would be introduced at this 
juncture, there will be scope to prioritise areas for network rollout, depending on the technol-
ogy and network being employed by the winning bidder(s). I am also aware that a number of 
commercial companies are piloting the rollout of high speed services to rural communities in 
anticipation of the NBP intervention. 

I expect to proceed to formal procurement before the end of the year. The Government is 
determined to ensure that the network is built out as quickly as possible and engagement with 
industry stakeholders has indicated that this could be achieved within 3-5 years of the contract 
award.

In this context, the NBP proposes that through the combination of commercial investment 
and State intervention, 85% of addresses in Ireland will have access to high speed services by 
2018 with an ambition of 100% coverage by 2020.

17/12/2015WRXX01550Renewable Energy Generation

17/12/2015WRXX01600681. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources the estimated percentage of electricity that Ireland will generate from biomass in 
2020; the amount of increased subsidies that would be incurred to meet our renewable heating 
targets by 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46317/15]

17/12/2015WRXX01700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The 2009 EU Renewable Energy Directive set Ireland a legally binding target of meeting 16% 
of our overall energy requirements from renewable sources by 2020, to be achieved through 
40% renewables in electricity, 12% in heat and 10% in transport. In 2014, 8.6% of Ireland’s 
overall energy requirements were met from renewable sources.

To date wind energy has proved to be the most commercial renewable energy technology 
in the Irish electricity market. In 2014, 18.2% of Ireland’s electricity demand was met by wind 
generation. Nevertheless, diversification of the renewable generation portfolio in the longer 
term will be important for creating a sustainable, carbon free, electricity system. In this re-
gard, biomass will have a role to play. Electricity generated from biomass is already supported 
through the three REFIT schemes and, depending on electricity demand, the full implementa-
tion of current policies could mean that up to 5% of electricity may be generated from biomass 
in 2020. 

Notwithstanding the expected use of biomass in the electricity sector, it is expected that 
biomass will have a more significant role to play in the heat and transport sectors where fewer 
alternative technologies exist. To support this, the Draft Bioenergy Plan published in 2014 iden-
tified the need for an additional bioenergy focussed Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) to support 
the deployment of renewable energy in the heat sector. The Draft Bioenergy Plan identified the 
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introduction of an RHI as the most cost effective means of helping to meet our 12% renewable 
heat target by 2020. It has been determined through subsequent analysis that a premium based 
RHI scheme targeted at the large industrial non-ETS sector would be the most cost effective 
mechanism.

As part of the design process to introduce an effective RHI scheme, my Department pub-
lished the first of three consultations in July this year to identify a range of technologies in the 
heating sector. At the moment, all responses to this first consultation are under review. Two 
further consultations are expected in 2016 in order to finalise the new RHI support scheme, and 
determine the level of subsidy required. The RHI scheme will - subject to Government approval 
and state aid clearance from the European Commission - become available at the end of 2016.

17/12/2015WRXX01750Commission for Energy Regulation

17/12/2015WRXX01800682. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he has examined the reforms proposed by the Commission for Energy 
Regulation to help drive down prices for domestic and business users; and the associated costs 
to achieve this from a regulatory point of view.   [46318/15]

17/12/2015WRXX01900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) is Ireland’s independent energy regulator and 
has a wide range of economic, customer protection and safety responsibilities. While it is en-
tirely independent in the execution of its statutory duties, I am satisfied that it carries them out to 
the highest standard. As I have said in the White Paper on energy policy which I published yes-
terday, the CER has provided valuable regulatory stability, certainty and predictability through 
its strong, evidence-based and transparent decision-making.

CER ceased regulating retail electricity prices in 2011 and retail gas prices in 2014. The 
electricity and gas markets are commercial, liberalised, and competitive and they operate within 
national and European regulatory regimes. The competitive energy market results in choice for 
consumers and businesses in terms of suppliers, products and prices, exerting downward pres-
sure on prices. 

Under various relevant Statutory Instruments, CER carries out statutory market monitor-
ing functions and has the responsibility to ensure the market operates competitively for the 
benefit of the consumer. The statutory functions include monitoring whether the development 
and operation of competition in electricity supply is benefitting final customers. CER market 
monitoring reports are available on its website. In this regard I am confident that the regulator is 
carrying out its functions effectively and that it will continue to ensure that competitive markets 
are delivering for all consumers as I set out in the White Paper. The recent announcements by 
Electric Ireland, Bord Gáis, SSE and Energia offering savings to customers indicate that com-
petition is working for the benefit of customers.

The White Paper contains a commitment to review the legal and institutional framework for 
the regulation of the electricity and natural gas markets. This review will encompass a review 
of the CER’s mandate, in line with ongoing requirements for government sectoral economic 
regulation.

17/12/2015WRXX01950Wind Energy Generation

17/12/2015WRXX02000683. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
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ural Resources the cost of setting up an independent body to conduct a full economic review 
of wind energy; its impact on energy prices; and its long-term sustainability in supplying the 
national grid.  [46319/15]

17/12/2015WRXX02100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
My Department has been working with the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland, EirGrid 
and the Commission for Energy Regulation, to assess the costs and value of choosing the path 
towards 40% renewable electricity generation in 2020. It is expected that the majority of this 
40% target will be met by wind energy. Quantifying the costs and benefits of meeting our re-
newable energy obligations is a complex task involving the examination of many interrelated 
variables. This work and the related findings will form the basis of a report that will be pub-
lished shortly.

In addition, a range of other studies have been undertaken in the last number of years to as-
sess the economic cost of integrating increasing amounts of renewable energy into the energy 
mix. The All-Island Grid Study, published in 2008, assessed the technical feasibility and the 
relative costs and benefits associated with various scenarios for increased shares of electricity 
sourced from renewable energy in the all island power system. The scenarios were informed 
by the resource available, technological readiness of the various generation technologies (in-
cluding wind) and cost required per generated unit. This study informed the decision to move 
towards achieving 40% renewable electricity generation in Ireland by 2020. It concluded that 
- based on assumptions set out in the report - wind energy represented a cost effective source 
for electricity generation. 

It is well known that Ireland is an ideal location for wind energy investment. The abundant 
wind resource in Ireland means that each unit of installed wind generation capacity generates 
more units of electricity when compared with other countries and hence needs a lower rate per 
generated unit of electricity in order to recover the overall costs of the project. The existing 
feed-in tariff, REFIT, which is funded from the Public Service Obligation levy on consumer 
bills, is a very cost effective support for onshore wind development. This was the finding of a 
report published by the Council of European Energy Regulators earlier this year.

This finding has been underpinned by other published reports and analyses which have ex-
amined the effect of renewables on electricity prices. Two major studies have been published 
on the impact of increased wind generation on the Single Electricity Market in Ireland. One 
was carried out by the Commission for Energy Regulation’s (CER) and the Northern Ireland 
Authority for Energy Regulation (NIAER) in January 2009 and the other by the Sustainable 
Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) and EirGrid in 2011. Both studies found that the market is 
capable of operating successfully with increasing amounts of wind and that the cost to consum-
ers in Public Service Obligation (PSO) terms tends to be offset by the downward pressure wind 
puts on energy prices in the wholesale market.

On the question of sustainability, there is little doubt that the use of indigenous renewable 
generation is a more sustainable long-term approach for energy security and economic competi-
tiveness than importing fossil fuel energy. In 2014, renewable electricity generation in Ireland is 
estimated by the SEAI to have avoided €250 million worth of fossil fuels imports. 

In the circumstances, there are no plans to set up and independent body to commission fur-
ther economic review of wind energy.

17/12/2015WRXX02150Electricity Transmission Network
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17/12/2015WRXX02200684. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the cost of placing national grid extensions underground in Grid West, Grid 
South and the NSIC.  [46320/15]

17/12/2015WRXX02300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
An Independent Expert Panel considering EirGrid’s Grid West and Grid Link projects was ap-
pointed on foot of a Government decision in January 2014. On foot of a request by the Minister 
for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, the Independent Expert Panel agreed to 
provide an opinion on the compatibility of the methodologies to be employed on the Grid West 
and Grid Link projects with what had already been done on the North-South project.

As part of this process EirGrid provided cost estimates for underground options to the In-
dependent Expert Panel. These figures are published on the EirGrid website in reports prepared 
by EirGrid and submitted to the Independent Expert Panel. 

The estimated costs, submitted to the Independent Expert Panel, of developing the projects 
underground are: €810 million (North-South), €643 million (Grid Link) and €477 million (Grid 
West).

17/12/2015WRXX02350Departmental Functions

17/12/2015WRXX02400685. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he has examined merging with the Department of the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government.  [46321/15]

17/12/2015WRXX02500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The structure of Government departments and the allocation of functions is determined by the 
Taoiseach and Government. Clearly both departments collaborate closely on a bilateral basis on 
areas of mutual interest, for example climate change, as well as on other issues using the range 
of cross departmental structures in place. 

17/12/2015WRXX02550Broadband Service Provision

17/12/2015WRXX02600686. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the status of the provision of fibre broadband to an area (details supplied) in County 
Kildare, which has a number of industries and businesses that require high-speed broadband 
given that the lack of this is affecting their business; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [46366/15]

17/12/2015WRXX02700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure that every citizen and busi-
ness, regardless of location, has access to a high quality, high speed broadband service. This 
will be achieved through a combination of commercial investments and a State led intervention 
in areas where commercial services will not be provided.

In July last I published a detailed draft Intervention Strategy for public consultation. That 
Strategy proposes that the State-funded network must be capable of delivering high-quality, 
high speed broadband of at least 30mbps download and 6mbps upload. It must also be capable 
of catering for higher performance in the future so as to keep pace with consumer demand. This 
will be a specific requirement of the tender and it will be a matter for bidders to select the tech-
nology they consider will best deliver the service.
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In accordance with EU State Aid Guidelines, my Department must observe a strict policy of 
technology neutrality in any procurement process and therefore I am not in a position to prom-
ise connectivity through any one particular technology platform. The Department will set out 
a detailed service specification, including a requirement to scale up services over the lifetime 
of the contract, and allow bidders to demonstrate how they propose to meet these contractual 
requirements.

The Government is determined to ensure that the network is built out as quickly as possible 
and engagement with industry stakeholders has indicated that this could be achieved within 3-5 
years of the contract award. 

In this context, the NBP proposes that through the combination of commercial investment 
and State intervention, 85% of addresses in Ireland will have access to high speed services by 
2018 with an ambition of 100% coverage by 2020.

More generally I am informed by the commercial operators that next generation broad-
band services have been rolled out to over 55,000 premises to date in County Kildare with 
over 12,500 more expected to be served by commercial investment. Approximately 20,500 
remaining premises in Kildare will be covered either by further commercial investment or the 
proposed State intervention. The breakdown of premises covered, per townland, is available on 
the High Speed Broadband Map at www.broadband.gov.ie.

17/12/2015WRYY00150Living Wage

17/12/2015WRYY00200687. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the cost of implementing a living wage of €11.50 for all employees directly em-
ployed or in agencies funded by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46402/15]

17/12/2015WRYY00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
My Department currently has 10 staff members who earn less than €11.50 gross per hour. The 
cost to my Department of introducing a minimum wage of €11.50 would be in the region of 
€42,000 per annum.

The salaries paid to employees of the bodies under the aegis of my Department are generally 
matters for those bodies.  

17/12/2015WRYY00350Road Projects

17/12/2015WRYY00400688. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding allocated to Cork County Council to upgrade roads in the past six months; and the 
funding allocated specifically to upgrade the Fota Road, which is the only road access into Cobh 
town in County Cork, given that many fatal accidents have taken place on this road.  [46221/15]

17/12/2015WRYY00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The improve-
ment and maintenance of regional and local roads in its area (including the R624 Cobh Road 
project), is a statutory function of Cork County Council in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993.  Works on such roads are a matter for the relevant local 
authority to be funded from its own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial 
selection and prioritisation of projects to be funded from these monies is a matter for each local 
authority.     
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Cork County Council was allocated grant funding of €32.21 million in February 2015 and a 
further amount of €3.1 million in July in respect of regional and local roads. 

Given the cutbacks since the financial crisis in State funding for regional and local roads, 
it has been necessary to curtail the grant programme for major new regional and local road 
schemes and for major realignment schemes in order to protect the funding available for the 
maintenance of the existing network. It has not, therefore, been possible to provide funding for 
a range of major road improvement schemes such as a proposed upgrade of the R624 Cobh 
Road. A submission to my Department in 2010 on this project put the cost of the construction 
of a new road and bridge at €57.5 million.  

When allocating grant funding my Department has emphasised that the commitment of lo-
cal authorities to contribute significantly from their own resources towards the cost of improv-
ing and maintaining the regional and local roads network is essential and that full consideration 
needs to be given to utilising the Local Property Tax to boost own resources expenditure on 
regional and local road maintenance and renewal. 

17/12/2015WRYY00550Road Projects

17/12/2015WRYY00600689. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding he will provide for the specific improvement grant scheme in 2016; if he will support 
the provision of funding for a scheme (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [45701/15]

17/12/2015WRYY00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  The improve-
ment and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant 
road authority, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works 
on those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  
The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local au-
thority.     

Given the challenging financial climate, the Specific Grants Scheme was curtailed from 
2014 in order to maximise the funding available for repair and strengthening work on the ex-
isting road network.  In this context, it is important to reiterate that the purpose of Exchequer 
funding is to supplement local authorities’ own resources.  

I have been emphasising to local authorities the importance of prioritising expenditure on 
roads when allocating own resources, including revenue from Local Property Tax receipts.

17/12/2015WRYY00750Road Projects

17/12/2015WRYY00800690. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport how 
the views of local residents are being taken into account following a recent consultation exer-
cise relating to a road project (details supplied) in County Cork; how many submissions have 
been received from members of the public; the next steps in the process including its estimated 
timeline; if alternative plans are being drawn up; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[45738/15]

17/12/2015WRYY00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
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projects, including the N28 upgrade is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (formerly 
known as the NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with Cork County Council.

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for TII in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/12/2015WRYY00950Superannuation Schemes

17/12/2015WRYY01000691. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to revisit the situation facing deferred members of the Irish airlines (general employees) 
superannuation scheme; the steps that have been taken to address this matter; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [45740/15]

17/12/2015WRYY01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  The Irish Air-
lines Superannuation Scheme (IASS) and its funding are primarily matters for the Trustee, the 
companies participating in the scheme, the scheme members and the Pensions Authority.

The funding solution adopted by the IASS Trustee was approved by the Pensions Author-
ity and was implemented in December 2014 with the freezing of the scheme and reductions in 
benefits for active members, pensioners and deferred pensioners.  The IASS Trustee considered 
that those measures were in the best interest of the members of the IASS as a whole.  The fund-
ing solution also involved  the employers, daa and Aer Lingus, making funding of some €260m 
available outside the IASS into new defined contribution pension arrangements to help mitigate 
the effects of the Trustee proposal for active and deferred members. 

I am conscious of the impact of the funding solution adopted by the IASS Trustee for many 
scheme members, including deferred members. However, I am satisfied that the decisions that 
have been made with regard to the IASS were taken with the overall best interests of members 
in mind.

17/12/2015WRYY01150Cycling Facilities Data

17/12/2015WRYY01200692. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount spent on building cycle lanes and the kilometre length of cycle lanes that exist, by 
county or local authority, in tabular form. [45746/15]

17/12/2015WRYY01300693. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the capi-
tal development and construction cost, name and location of each cycle greenway.  [45747/15]

17/12/2015WRYY01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 692 and 693 together.

 The following table outlines the investment amount, name and location of each greenway/
cycleway/cyclelane funded by the Sustainable Transport Division of my Department and de-
livered to date under the National Cycle Network (NCN), Active Travel Towns (ATT), Smarter 
Travel Demonstration Areas (STA) funding programmes and the Government Stimulus Pack-
age - €10 million of which was earmarked for the delivery of greenways.  The cycling infra-
structure element of the ATTs  and the STAs  projects is just one element of those projects and 
it was not possible to extract the cost associated with their delivery within the short timeframe 
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allowed.

 These figures do not include the contribution individual local authorities may have made to 
the cost of delivering projects under these programmes or the projects delivered independently 
by local authorities or other agencies such as the National Transport Authority, Transport Infra-
structure for Ireland or Waterways Ireland.

National Cycle Network Funding Programme 2012-2013

County Cycleway/Greenway km Investment
Carlow/Kilkenny Carlow to Paulstown to Kilken-

ny cycleway
44.4 463,500

Clare Ennistymon to Lahinch 4 400,000
Donegal Donegal Town to Newtowncun-

ningham
195.5 497,000

Fingal Ashtown to Blanchardstown/
Castleknock greenway 

3 600,000

Kerry Killarney to Fossa 1.17 142,773
Limerick Abbeyfeale town to Rathoran 3 289,875
Louth Dundalk to Carlingford 6.2 687,000
Mayo Castlebar to Turlough 8.8 725,000
Meath Drogheda to Oldbridge 3 500,000
Monaghan Clones to Monaghan (Ulster 

Canal Greenway)
4 621,000

Tipperary N52 extension 0.5 334,530
Offaly Tullamore to Moate 16.8 400,000
Waterford (city) Tramore Road R675 3.2 289,000
Waterford (Co) Ring Road to Somerville 

Roundabout in Tramore
11.3 310,500

Westmeath Boardstown Bridge to Long-
ford/Westmeath Co boundary

9.5 451,250

National Cycle Network Funding Programme 2014-2016
Waterford Clonee to Durrow 7.2 897,739
Stimulus Package 2014
Clare West Clare Greenway Phase 1 5 400,000
Kerry Tralee Fenit Phase 1 0.42 345,000
Kildare Arthur’s Way 25 415,000
Limerick Patrickswell to Limerick City 4.14 575,000
Mayo Monasteries of the Moy (Bal-

lina section)
2.5 250,000

Waterford Kilmeaden to Bilberry 9.6 1,100,000
Westmeath Athlone to Mullingar 44 7,262,159
Westmeath Coolnahay to Co Boundary 14.4 790,000
Active Travel Towns Funding Programme 2012-2013
Mayo Ballina/Killaloe 2.66 see reply
Carlow Carlow Town 13.66 see reply
Leitrim Carrick-on-Shannon 8.55 see reply
Galway Loughrea 8 see reply



17 December 2015

589

County Cycleway/Greenway km Investment
Cavan Cavan Town 6 see reply
Tipperary Clonmel 2 see reply
Mayo Castlebar 1.1 see reply
Sligo Sligo Town 5.5 see reply
Galway Oranmore 0.2 see reply
Donegal Letterkenny 54 see reply
Limerick Nenagh 5 see reply
Active Travel Towns Funding Programme 2014-2016
Mayo Claremorris 4 see reply
Offaly Birr 4 see reply
Smarter Travel Demonstration Areas 2012-2017
Limerick Limerick 9.1 see reply
Waterford Dungarvan 14 see reply
Mayo Westport 15.6 see reply

Details of all smarter travel projects funded can be found on my Department’s Smarter 
Travel website www.smartertravel.ie.

17/12/2015WRYY01450Cycling Facilities Funding

17/12/2015WRYY01500694. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount of steady State fixed capital investment required to maintain cycle lanes in the greater 
Dublin area, by county, in tabular form.  [45748/15]

17/12/2015WRYY01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Nation-
al Transport Authority (NTA) is responsible for the provision of cycling infrastructure in the 
Greater Dublin Area (GDA) in cooperation with the relevant local authority.  I have forwarded 
your request to the NTA for direct response.  If you have not received a reply within 10 working 
days please contact my private office.

17/12/2015WRYY01650Road Network

17/12/2015WRYY01700695. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount of steady State fixed-capital investment required to maintain local, regional and na-
tional roads, by county, in tabular form.  [45749/15]

17/12/2015WRYY01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As part of work 
to determine a Strategic Framework for Investment in Land Transport, my Department’s Eco-
nomic and Financial Evaluation Unit assessed and estimated the level of expenditure required 
to maintain the current land transport system in its ‘steady state’, a key element of which is the 
national, regional and local road network.

The full analysis, in terms of output, methodology and assumptions is contained within 
‘Background Paper 13: Analysis of Steady State Cost of Transport in Ireland’, which is pub-
lished on both my Department’s website and the website of the Irish Government Economic 
and Evaluation Service (IGEES).  It does not, however, include a regional breakdown of costs 
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for the road network. 

The estimate for regional and local roads is based on industry standards, asset management 
best practice and conservative cost estimates. It is based on a minimum annual output of provid-
ing surface sealing on 5% of the network, road strengthening on 5% of the network and general 
maintenance and repairs on the totality. The analysis points towards a conservative estimate of 
€580 million per annum to keep the regional and local road network in a steady state condition. 

For the national road network the steady state analysis includes the cost of pavement works, 
signs and lines, safety works, bridge works, routine maintenance, small works and costs asso-
ciated with programme support and network management. In addition to these network costs, 
there are also capital budget commitments requiring provision to be made for schemes at close-
out and construction and also for ongoing commitments in respect of PPP projects. The analysis 
conducted determined that on average the gross steady state requirement for national roads is c. 
€580 million per annum (using 2015 as the basis).

National Road Steady State Estimate, 2015

 - 2015 (€m)
Network Management 142
Maintenance, Renewal and Small Works 234
Annual Capital Payments Committed 108
Major Projects Capital Commitments Total 98
Gross Total of Steady State and Capital 
Commitments

582

Regional and Local Road Annual Steady State Estimate

  - €m
Regional (Rural) 137
Regional (Urban) 19
Regional (Total) 155
Local (Rural) 371
Local (Urban) 54
Local (Total) 424
Regional and Local (Total) 580

17/12/2015WRYY01850Public Transport Initiatives

17/12/2015WRYY01900696. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport how 
much Córas Iompair Éireann, Iarnród Éireann and Dublin Bus real-time information smart 
telephone apps cost to develop and roll out. [45750/15]

17/12/2015WRYY02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Responsibility 
to develop, procure, implement, operate and maintain the Real Time Passenger Information 
(RTPI) system is a statutory function of the National Transport Authority (NTA).

Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days. 

17/12/2015WRYY02050Freedom of Information Fees
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17/12/2015WRYY02100697. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
his Department has received in fees from freedom of information requests in 2014 and in 2015 
to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45766/15]

17/12/2015WRYY02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  The Depart-
ment received €1,051.82 in fees in 2014 and €685.00 to date this year in fees from Freedom of 
Information requests.

95 FOI Requests and 3 Internal Reviews were received in 2014 and to date this year the 
figures are 237 and 15, respectively.  A €15.00 FOI Request application fee was charged until 
14 October 2014 when the FOI Act 2014 came into operation and since that date this fee has 
been abolished.

17/12/2015WRYY02250Ministerial Staff

17/12/2015WRYY02300698. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of political staff working in his Department, including the role and salary of each staff 
member. [45793/15]

17/12/2015WRYY02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  There are ten 
non civil service staff employed in my office and that of Minister of State Michael Ring.

In my Departmental duties and responsibilities I am aided by two Special Advisors whose 
salary scale is €79,401 to €91, 624 per annum (PPC - Personal Pension Contribution) and 
€75,647 to €87,258 per annum (non-PPC).  Minister of State Ring has one Advisor who pro-
vides his service free of charge.

Both Minister of State Ring and I each have a personal secretary and a personal assistant 
who work on constituency matters.  The salary scale for a personal secretary is €456.50 to 
€915.20 per week and for a personal assistant is €43,715 to €56,060 per annum.  Furthermore, 
each of us has two civilian drivers.  The salary for a civilian driver is €631.75 per week.  

All these staff are employed in line with Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
guidelines on the staffing of Minister and Minister of State’s offices.

17/12/2015WRYY02450Legislative Process RIA

17/12/2015WRYY02500699. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of Bills his Department has published since 9 March 2011; the number and Title of 
those Bills that included a regulatory impact assessment in advance of publication; the regula-
tory impact assessments published; the number of Bills promised for publication; the Bills that 
will include a regulatory impact assessment; the regulatory impact assessments that will be 
published before publication of the relevant Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[45815/15]

17/12/2015WRYY02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is contained in the tables following. 

RIAs were not carried out on the National Tourism Development Authority (Amendment) 
Bill 2015, the Transport (Córas Iompair Éireann and Subsidiary Companies Borrowings) Bill 
2011 or on the Public Transport Bill 2015 as it was considered that these Bills do not have an 
impact on the existing regulatory framework.
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Bills published since 9th March 2011 Was RIA included? Was RIA published?
National Tourism Development Authority 
(Amendment) Bill 2015

No N/A

Road Transport Bill 2011 Yes Yes
Road Traffic Bill 2011 (provision of 
breath and blood samples)

Yes Yes

Road Safety Authority (Commercial Ve-
hicles Roadworthiness) Bill 2012

Yes Yes

Road Traffic (No. 2) Bill 2013 (impair-
ment testing)

Yes Yes

Taxi Regulation (Amendment) Bill 2012 Yes Yes
Transport (Córas Iompair Éireann and 
Subsidiary Companies Borrowings) Bill 
2012

No N/A

Sport Ireland Bill Yes Yes
Roads Bill 2013 Yes Yes
State Airports (Shannon Group) Act 2014 Yes Yes
Harbours Bill 2015 Yes Yes
Public Transport Bill 2015 No N/A
Merchant Shipping(Registration of Ships) 
Bill 2013

Yes Yes

Vehicle Clamping Act 2015 Yes Yes

Names of upcoming Bills 
promised for publication 

Will RIA be included? Will RIA be published

Road Traffic Bill 2015 Yes Yes
Road Transport Bill 2014 Yes Yes
Merchant Shipping (Inter-
national Conventions and 
Maritime Safety) Bill 

Yes Yes

17/12/2015WRZZ00150Public Service Obligation Services

17/12/2015WRZZ00200700. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
implement a public service obligation bus route from the west of Galway city to the major 
employment sites on the east of the city such as at Parkmore and Ballybrit, given the positive 
impact such a service will have on traffic flows and the success of shuttle bus services for other 
sectors such as health care which are already operating. [45833/15]

17/12/2015WRZZ00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The issue raised 
is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s ques-
tion to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.

17/12/2015WRZZ00350Services for People with Disabilities

17/12/2015WRZZ00400701. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
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Parliamentary Question No. 37 of 23 September 2015, if he has concluded his consideration of 
the report on Transitioning to a Wheelchair Accessible Licensed Bus Sector; and the next steps 
in achieving the overall objective of the report.  [45834/15]

17/12/2015WRZZ00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As explained 
in my previous response on 23rd September 2015 the National Transport Authority (NTA) has 
statutory responsibility for the licensing of the Bus and Coach sector under the Public Transport 
Regulation Act 2009. Having received the finalised report on Transitioning to a Wheelchair 
Accessible Licensed Bus Sector from the NTA, my Department has been considering the rec-
ommendations of the report but I understand from the NTA that it is continuing discussions 
with operators in the sector on technical and funding aspects of the issue.

17/12/2015WRZZ00550Sports Capital Programme Administration

17/12/2015WRZZ00600702. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
there will be a sports capital programme in 2016. [45851/15]

17/12/2015WRZZ00700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): With over €133m allocated to over 2,600 projects since 2011, the focus of the Sports 
Capital Programme is now on the drawdown of existing grants.  No decision has been made on 
the timing of any future rounds of the Sports Capital Programme.

17/12/2015WRZZ00750Environmental Schemes

17/12/2015WRZZ00800703. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport details 
of the blueways including how they were established and how they are performing; the advice 
he has for those wishing to establish new blueways; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [45864/15]

17/12/2015WRZZ00900711. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will consider the Castlemaine Harbour area from Inch via Keel, Castlemaine, Killorglin, Cro-
mane, Glenbeigh and Rossbeigh in County Kerry as suitable for the development of a blueway; 
the advice he would have to develop this concept further; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45917/15]

17/12/2015WRZZ01000712. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will consider the Brandon Bay area from Brandon via Cloghane, Stradbally, Castlegregory 
and the Maharees in County Kerry as suitable for the development of a blueway; the advice 
he would have to develop this concept further; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45918/15]

17/12/2015WRZZ01100713. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will consider the Tralee Bay area of County Kerry as suitable for the development of a blueway; 
the advice he would have to develop this concept further; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45919/15]

17/12/2015WRZZ01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 703 and 711 to 713, inclusive, together.

A Blueway is a network of “free water trails” at individual sites selected to make it possible 
to experience a variety of water based activities in a safe and controlled environment, have open 
access and selected in accordance with criteria determined by the National Governing Bodies 
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and other quality standards. It is not possible for me to comment on the suitability of individual 
locations but my Department is fully supportive of the development of blueways and recognise 
the benefits of these initiatives to local economies.  However, it is a matter for interested par-
ties to develop any proposal with the relevant local authority and National Governing Bodies, 
in the first instance, and then to work with Sport Ireland and or Failte Ireland as appropriate to 
develop any such proposal.

The Royal and Shannon Blueways - on the Shannon River and Royal Canal  - were devel-
oped by a number of partners with the lead agency, Waterways Ireland. In May 2014 a coastal 
blueway was launched in South Galway and North Mayo following development of the concept 
by a committee drawn from interested parties including Galway and Mayo County Councils 
and National Governing Bodies for Watersports.

The National Trails Office, which is operated by Sport Ireland, has responsibility for the 
development of a standard for Blueways and for verification of compliance with the standard 
through a trail registration and inspection process. The National Trials Office is available to 
provide advice where the development of a Blueway is proposed.

17/12/2015WRZZ01250Sports Capital Programme Administration

17/12/2015WRZZ01300704. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further 
to previous parliamentary questions, when he will make a decision on whether there will be a 
sports capital programme in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45872/15]

17/12/2015WRZZ01400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): With over €133m allocated to over 2,600 projects since 2011, the focus of the Sports 
Capital Programme is now on the drawdown of existing grants.  No decision has been made on 
the timing of any future rounds of the Sports Capital Programme.

17/12/2015WRZZ01450Road Improvement Schemes

17/12/2015WRZZ01500705. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide the necessary emergency funding to restore vehicular access to a location (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45881/15]

17/12/2015WRZZ01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  As outlined in 
my reply to Question Nos. 625 and 639, references 45140/15 and 44863/15, of 15 December, 
the improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads in Kerry is the statutory respon-
sibility of Kerry County Council, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads 
Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by 
State road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter 
for the Council.

 I understand that Kerry County Council has examined a number of options concerning road 
access at Rossbeigh and that officials from my Department have met with an official from Kerry 
County Council in relation to possible options.  Funding for regional and local roads continues 
to be constrained and the proposal from the Council will be considered in the context of the 
overall 2016 budget available to my Department. I expect to announce the 2016 allocations for 
regional and local roads early in the new year. 
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17/12/2015WRZZ01650Road Projects Status

17/12/2015WRZZ01700706. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of investment in the N71 Kenmare to Glengarriff road in County Kerry, including im-
provements under this Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45890/15]

17/12/2015WRZZ01800707. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the sta-
tus of investment in the N70 Tralee to Ring of Kerry road, including details of improvements 
under this Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45891/15]

17/12/2015WRZZ01900708. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of investment in the N72, including improvements under this Government; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45892/15]

17/12/2015WRZZ02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 706 to 708, inclusive, together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation 
of individual national road projects, including the N70, N71 and N72 is a matter for Transport 
Infrastructure Ireland (TII) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2015 in conjunction with Kerry Coun-
ty Council. Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is 
a matter in the first instance for TII in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s questions to TII for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/12/2015WRZZ02050Road Projects Status

17/12/2015WRZZ02100709. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the sta-
tus of investment in the N86 Tralee to Daingean Uí Chúis road, including improvements under 
this Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45893/15]

17/12/2015WRZZ02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects  is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (formerly known as the NRA) under the 
Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital 
budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance 
for TII in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/12/2015WRZZ02250Road Projects Status

17/12/2015WRZZ02300710. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of investment in improved safety on the main Castleisland to Killarney road in County 
Kerry, including improvements under this Government; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45894/15]

17/12/2015WRZZ02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  As Minister 
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for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in rela-
tion to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual 
road projects (including the N22 and N23) is a matter for the Transport Infrastructure Ireland 
(formerly known as the NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the local 
authorities concerned.

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for TII in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

Questions Nos. 711 to 713, inclusive, answered with Question No. 703.

17/12/2015WRAAA0010017/12/2015WRAAA00150Sports Events

17/12/2015WRAAA00200714. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the sta-
tus of efforts related to the 2023 Rugby World Cup for Ireland; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45921/15]

17/12/2015WRAAA00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): On 5 December 
2014 the Taoiseach, Tánaiste, the First Minister and Deputy First Minister announced their joint 
support for the IRFU’s bid to host Rugby World Cup 2023.

The process of assembling a Bid Team and procuring advisors for key areas of expertise 
started shortly afterwards and that team is now in place and compiling the bid.  In that regard, the 
compilation of the bid will require extensive Government involvement and support and the Bid 
Team are engaging with administrations in both jurisdictions in this regard.  Inter-Department/
Agency Groups have also been set up in both jurisdictions to help co-ordinate this engagement.  
Initial work has also taken place on branding for the bid and the scoping of potential venues.

An Oversight Board was also appointed by both Governments last May to oversee the bid 
process and give strategic direction.  Dick Spring, former Tánaiste and Irish rugby internation-
al, was appointed as Chair of the Bid Oversight Board, and Dr David Dobbin, Group Chief Ex-
ecutive, Dale Farm was appointed as Vice-Chair.  The Bid Ambassador is former Ireland rugby 
captain, Brian O’Driscoll.  The remaining members include representatives of the Department 
of Transport, Tourism and Sport and the Department of Enterprise Trade and Investment in 
Northern Ireland, the IRFU and the GAA as well a number of prominent business people.  The 
next meeting of the Oversight Board is in January 2016 in Belfast. 

World Rugby will open the bidding process for the 2023 RWC in May 2016 with the final 
decision regarding the winning bidder will be taken in November 2017. It is a very competitive 
process with South Africa, France and Italy also expected to bid.

17/12/2015WRAAA00350Road Improvement Schemes

17/12/2015WRAAA00400715. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the fund-
ing package for improving the condition of rural roads for 2016. [46014/15]

17/12/2015WRAAA00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  The improve-
ment and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local 
authority, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on 
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those roads are funded from local authorities’ own resources supplemented by State road grants.  
The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local author-
ity.

The Department’s 2016 current allocation for regional and local roads is €43.683 million 
and the overall capital allocation is €250.4 million.  I expect to announce grant allocations to 
local authorities to supplement their own resources spending early next year.

17/12/2015WRAAA00550Railway Safety

17/12/2015WRAAA00600716. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has had 
representations regarding major concerns at the present condition of a railway bridge (details 
supplied) in County Kildare that was damaged in 2013 and has still not been repaired; if there is 
an insurance issue in having this matter resolved; if he has discussed this with Iarnród Éireann 
or the local authority with a view to having the matter resolved; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [46036/15]

17/12/2015WRAAA00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I can confirm 
that my Department has not had representations regarding the railway bridge at Caragh, Naas, 
Co. Kildare.  Matters relating to repair of bridges on the rail network are operational matters for 
Iarnród Éireann.  I have referred your question to Iarnród Éireann for direct reply. Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

17/12/2015WRAAA00750Road Projects Expenditure

17/12/2015WRAAA00800717. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cost 
of completing the A5 road; the cost to the  State to date and in the future; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [46105/15]

17/12/2015WRAAA00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In “A Fresh 
Start - the Stormont Agreement and Implementation Plan” which was concluded on 17 Novem-
ber the Irish Government reaffirms its commitment to provide funding of £50 million for the 
A5 project and has committed to provide an additional £25 million to ensure that Phase 1 of the 
project (Newbuildings to north of Strabane) can commence as soon as the necessary planning 
issues have been resolved by the Northern Ireland authorities.  It is envisaged that construction 
of Phase 1 of the A5 will start in 2017 with a view to completion in 2019.  In keeping with the 
revised project timeline, the Government funding is to be provided in three tranches of £25 mil-
lion in the years 2017, 2018 and 2019 respectively.

In light of the Fresh Start Agreement, it will be a matter for the Northern authorities once 
the planning process is concluded to review the scheme costs taking into account the pro-
posed phased delivery of the scheme.

To date the Irish Government has contributed £22 million towards the cost of the A5 project.

17/12/2015WRAAA00950Cross-Border Projects

17/12/2015WRAAA01000718. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cost of 
completing the Narrow Water bridge; the cost to the State to date; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [46106/15]
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17/12/2015WRAAA01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The ‘A Fresh 
Start - Stormont Agreement and Implementation Plan’, concluded in November indicates that 
the Government remains committed to the concept of the Narrow Water Bridge.  Under the 
Agreement, the Northern Ireland Executive and the Government have agreed to undertake a 
review of the project with a view to identifying options for its future development, for consid-
eration by the North South Ministerial Council in June 2016.

Until that review is completed it is not possible to provide any further details.

17/12/2015WRAAA01150Departmental Agencies Funding

17/12/2015WRAAA01200719. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cost 
of operating Transport Infrastructure Ireland, by wages, by administration and the number of 
staff employed, in 2014 and in 2015 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46114/15]

17/12/2015WRAAA01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy 
will be aware, the National Roads Authority and the Railway Procurement Agency were merged 
to become Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in August 2015.

The information requested by the Deputy in relation to 2014 is contained in the National 
Roads Authority Annual Report and Accounts 2014, a copy of which is available under the Li-
brary Section of the TII website www.tii.ie. 

I note that the Deputy has requested similar information for 2015 and in that regard I have 
referred the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do 
not receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/12/2015WRAAA01350Road Safety Authority

17/12/2015WRAAA01400720. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of money spent on the Road Safety Authority in each year from 2011 to date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46119/15]

17/12/2015WRAAA01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  Details of Ex-
chequer funding for the Road Safety Authority (RSA) for the years requested are as follows: 
2011 - €12.2m; 2012 - €13.9m; 2013 - €6.5m; 2014 - Nil; and 2015 - €0.139m (pension contri-
bution).

Details of the RSA’s income and expenditure can be found in the Authority’s Annual Re-
ports, available on the RSA website www.rsa.ie. 

17/12/2015WRAAA01550Road Safety Authority Campaigns

17/12/2015WRAAA01600721. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of money spent by the Road Safety Authority on safety programmes in primary, secondary and 
third level institutions of education in each year from 2011 to date; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46120/15]

17/12/2015WRAAA01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): This is a matter 
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for the Road Safety Authority.  I have therefore referred the question to the Authority for direct 
reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days. 

17/12/2015WRAAA01750Vehicle Clamping

17/12/2015WRAAA01800722. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the op-
tions and recourse available to those who believe they were incorrectly clamped by a private 
company in a parking area where they reside and where they are satisfied they followed all the 
necessary requirements; if there is a regulator to deal with the matter; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [46138/15]

17/12/2015WRAAA01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  Currently, there 
is no statutory regulation of clamping activities on private land.

However, following commencement, under the Vehicle Clamping Act 2015 it will be the 
function of the National Transport Authority (NTA) to regulate clamping activities wherever 
they take place. 

The main areas which may be regulated are clamp release charges, the provision of ap-
propriate advisory signage in areas where clamping is carried out and the establishment of a 
two-tier clamping appeals process.  The Act also provides for a separate complaints procedure 
to consider complaints from members of the public in relation to clamping as well as the estab-
lishment of a code of practice. 

17/12/2015WRAAA01950Ports Facilities

17/12/2015WRAAA02000723. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the discus-
sions he has had with the management of the Port of Waterford Company regarding accessing 
regional development funding through the European Union or through State-sponsored capital 
infrastructural funding. [46168/15]

17/12/2015WRAAA02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Port of 
Waterford  is recognised as a Port of National Significance (Tier 2) in National Ports Policy. 
While there is no exchequer funding provided to ports, ports are encouraged to explore all other 
avenues of funding available to them.

As the Deputy is aware, at a European level, the Port fulfilled the criteria for recognition as 
a ‘comprehensive Port’ in the comprehensive network of the Trans-European Transport Net-
works (TEN-T) - a planned set of road, rail, air and water transport networks in the European 
Union.  Waterford Port is eligible to apply for funding through the Connecting Europe Facility 
(CEF), a key EU funding instrument to promote growth, jobs and competitiveness through tar-
geted infrastructure investment at European level.

Officials from my Department have met recently with Waterford Port Company to advise 
and encourage them to explore projects that might qualify for CEF funding. 

In December, the Department facilitated a meeting between the port and officials from the 
Commission, the European Investment Bank and INEA (the Executive agency for CEF).  In 
addition, the port attended a recent information session on Motorways of the Sea (MOS), a 
horizontal priority of the Connecting Europe Facility, hosted jointly by the Department and the 
European Coordinator for Motorways of the Sea.  Once again, an individual meeting was facili-
tated between the port and the European Co-ordinator.  My Department is aware that the Port of 
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Waterford is actively exploring a joint venture with a number of partners in preparation for an 
application for Motorways of the Sea funding. 

Waterford Port is within the South East Region for EU Structural Funding purposes and 
the managing authority for the Regional Operational Programme is the Southern Regional As-
sembly.

The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) co-financed Regional Operational Pro-
grammes (2014-2020) approved by the Irish Government and agreed with the European Com-
mission in December 2014 were formally signed in Brussels in February 2015.

The regional programmes focus on five thematic areas: research and innovation, enterprise 
development, broadband infrastructure, energy efficiency and integrated urban development. 
Port infrastructure was not identified as a thematic priority for co-funding under the 2014-2020 
programmes.  However, the Southern Regional Assembly have advised that they are available 
to provide additional information and advice to the port in relation to potential future funding 
through the regional programmes.

17/12/2015WRAAA02150State Airports

17/12/2015WRAAA02200724. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the discus-
sions he has had with the management at Waterford Regional Airport regarding accessing State 
or European Union funding to extend the runway at the airport. [46169/15]

17/12/2015WRAAA02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Funding sup-
port for capital expenditure under my Department’s Regional Airports Programme is confined 
to safety and security related projects. The projects being funded at Waterford airport under 
the Programme include the runway end safety area (RESA) as required by the IAA and safety 
standards. This project involved the purchase of land to facilitate the work.

Development projects, however, such as any capacity expansions, are a commercial matter 
for the airports themselves and should only be contemplated if they can be financed commer-
cially. In the case of the proposed runway extension at Waterford, the airport authorities are 
fully aware of this position and I understand that they are pursuing local interests in relation to 
that project.

My Department invited all airports and other transport bodies to an Information Seminar 
earlier this month on the financing options under the European Union’s European Fund for Stra-
tegic Investment (EFSI), the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) and the EIB.  The seminar was 
organised by the European Commission, the Innovation and Networks Executive Agency  and 
the European Investment Bank.  A representative from Waterford Airport attended that Seminar 
and also met separately with the agencies.

17/12/2015WRAAA02350Road Improvement Schemes

17/12/2015WRAAA02400725. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if funding 
will be allocated to the National Roads Authority for 2016 in respect of the necessary upgrading 
of the east-west route from Cootehill through Shercock and Carrickmacross to Dundalk; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [46208/15]

17/12/2015WRAAA02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Cavan County 
Council was provided with over €2m in the period 2007-2014 by my Department in connection 
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with this project under the Strategic Non National Road Grants Scheme in order to bring this 75 
km route to preliminary design stage.      

Due to budgetary constraints it is not possible to progress the project further at this point 
as the priority for available funding remains the repair and maintenance of regional and local 
roads.  The construction cost for a scheme of this magnitude would be in excess of €150 mil-
lion.

17/12/2015WRBBB00200Public Transport Subsidies

17/12/2015WRBBB00300726. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount of subvention granted and the percentage this represents of total revenue, by public 
transport company, in each of the past five years. [46220/15]

17/12/2015WRBBB00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The issue raised 
is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA)  and I have forwarded the Deputy’s 
question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a 
reply within ten working days.

17/12/2015WRBBB00500Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRBBB00600727. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of appointments to State boards under the aegis of his Department and the number of appoint-
ments that have been advertised on his Department’s website since March 2011; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46261/15]

17/12/2015WRBBB00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  The details 
requested by the Deputy are available on my Department’s website at the following link  http://
www.dttas.ie/corporate/english/state-board-membership-and-approved-fees.

17/12/2015WRBBB00800Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRBBB00900728. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of chairpersons appointed to State boards under the aegis of his Department  who have appeared 
before the relevant joint Oireachtas committee since March 2011; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [46276/15]

17/12/2015WRBBB01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  27 Chairper-
sons have been appointed to State boards under the aegis of my Department since March 2011.  
The new system regarding board appointments established in 2011 and the subsequent proce-
dures announced by Minister Howlin in November 2014 require all persons being proposed as 
Chairpersons of State boards to appear before the appropriate Oireachtas committee prior to 
their formal appointment.

The only exception under the aegis of my Department was Mr Tom Wall who was appointed 
as Chairperson of the former Railway Procurement Agency on an interim basis in 2012, given 
the short nature of his appointment it was not considered necessary for him to appear before the 
committee.

The Deputy can view details of all State Boards under my Department’s remit on my De-
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partment’s website at the following link http://www.dttas.ie/corporate/english/state-board-
membership-and-approved-fees.

17/12/2015WRBBB01100Commencement of Legislation

17/12/2015WRBBB01200729. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
details of the Acts currently in force for which he has lead responsibility and that have parts or 
sections yet to be formally commenced, including the purpose of same, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [46291/15]

17/12/2015WRBBB01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is contained in the following table.

Sea Pollution (Hazardous 
Substances) (Compensation) 
Act 2005

6 – 27 inclusive and Sched-
ule 1 which contains the text 
of the 1996 HNS Conven-
tion

Sections of the Sea Pollu-
tion (Hazardous Substances) 
(Compensation) Act 2005 
providing for the Interna-
tional Convention on Liabil-
ity and Compensation for 
Damage in connection with 
the Carriage of Hazardous 
and Noxious Substances by 
Sea, 1996, were not com-
menced as this Convention 
did not enter into force inter-
nationally.

When the 2010 Convention 
enters into force internation-
ally, it is intended that the 
remaining sections of the 
Act will be commenced.

Aer Lingus Act 2004 Section 2 Certain repeals provided for 
involving the Air Companies 
Act 1966 and the Air Com-
panies (Amendment) Act 
1969 will not be effected as 
long as the State remains a 
shareholder in Aer Lingus.

Tourist Traffic Act 1957 5(1) (iii) Unauthorised use of titles 
protected by the Tourist 
Traffic Acts.

Tourist Traffic Act 1970 6 (d) Unauthorised use of titles 
protected by the Tourist 
Traffic Acts.

Tourist Traffic Act 1983 7 (4) Unauthorised use of titles 
protected by the Tourist 
Traffic Acts.
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RSA Commercial Vehicle 
Roadworthiness Act 2012

Sections 36 Detention of vehicles, etc., 
by authorised officers and 
CVR inspectors.

Section 43 Amendment of Second 
Schedule to Act of 1961 — 
consequential 
disqualification.

Section 45 Amendment of section 41 
of Road Traffic Act 1994 — 
detention of vehicles.

Road Traffic Act 2010 Sections 3 and 5(with the 
exception of Sections 48 and 
55

Part 3. Fixed Charge Of-
fences and Notices Part 5 
Penalty Points.

Part 4, Sections 50-52 Payment deposit from non-
resident drivers in respect of 
certain offences.

Part 9, Sections 75, 82, 85 
(d)

Miscellaneous provisions

Road Traffic Act 2014 Section 6 In relation to Driver Licens-
ing.

Merchant Shipping (Regis-
tration of Ships) Act 2014

Whole Act other than sec-
tion 69

The main purpose of the Act 
is to replace and update the 
Mercantile Marine Act 1955, 
as amended, and provide 
a legal framework for the 
establishment and regulation 
of a modern and comprehen-
sive ship registration system 
that will be more efficient, 
user friendly and accessible 
for ship owners.

Dublin Transport Authority 
Act 2008

Section 61 Road User information 
system.

Dublin Transport Authority 
Act 2008

Section 114 Disposal of CIE property

Dublin Transport Authority 
Act 2008

Section 17(22) Appointed day for establish-
ment of National Transport 
Authority Advisory Council.

Taxi Regulation Act 2013 Section 49 Fixed payment following 
service of a summons in 
order to pre-empt a court 
hearing.

Dublin Transport Authority 
Act 2008

Section 17(22)* 

*Section has been commenced but the required Order appointing day for establishment of 
National Transport Authority Advisory Council has not been made.
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17/12/2015WRBBB01400Local Improvement Scheme Funding

17/12/2015WRBBB01500730. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cost 
of restoring the local improvement scheme programme funding to the level that last pertained 
before this Government took office. [46325/15]

17/12/2015WRBBB01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The allocation 
and payment booklets for regional and local roads are available in the Dáil library and these 
contain details of the State grant allocation and expenditure towards the LIS in the period before 
this Government took office.

17/12/2015WRBBB01700Living Wage

17/12/2015WRBBB01800731. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cost 
of implementing a living wage of €11.50 for all employees directly employed by or in agencies 
funded by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [46413/15]

17/12/2015WRBBB01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Policy making 
in relation to the terms and conditions, including determination of salary rates, for all public 
servants including staff in the State agencies under the aegis of my Department is a matter for 
my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

17/12/2015WRBBB02000Departmental Agencies Funding

17/12/2015WRBBB02100732. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
funding allocated to Culture Ireland in each of the past ten years and the proposed funding for 
2016. [45695/15]

17/12/2015WRBBB02200Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Aod-
hán Ó Ríordáin): The funding allocated to Culture Ireland for the promotion of Irish arts 
worldwide is outlined in the following table.

Year €m Notes
2005 2
2006 3
2007 4.5
2008 4.75
2009 4.553
2010 5.07 €4.083m core, plus €0.987m once-off provision for Imagine 

Ireland initiative
2011 6.997 €3.997m core, plus €3m once-off provision for Imagine Ireland 

initiative
2012 4.31 Including EU Presidency funds of €0.77m
2013 3.997 Including EU Presidency funds  of €0.811m
2014 3.15 Including €0.65m for Ceiliuradh concert celebrating Presi-

dent’s visit to Great Britain
2015 2.5
2016 5 Including €2.5m for 2016 Centenary Programme 
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17/12/2015WRBBB02300Freedom of Information Fees

17/12/2015WRBBB02400733. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
amount her Department has received in fees from freedom of information requests in 2014 and 
in 2015 to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45753/15]

17/12/2015WRBBB02500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In 2014, 
fees and charges totalling €708 were received by my Department in respect of requests made 
under the Freedom of Information Act 2014 and its antecedent legislation.  In 2015, fees and 
charges totalling €232 have been received to date.

17/12/2015WRBBB02600Ministerial Staff

17/12/2015WRBBB02700734. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of political staff working in her Department, including the role and salary of each staff 
member.  [45780/15]

17/12/2015WRBBB02800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pre-
sume the Deputy is referring to appointments that are coterminous with my own term of office 
as Minister and those of the Ministers of State at my Department.  Details of such appointments 
at my Department, including the role title and the salary scale in each case, are set out in the 
following tables.

For completeness, I would point out that both Ministers of State at my Department also hold 
Minister of State responsibilities at other Departments.  In such cases, one of the Departments 
acts as the lead Department for the purposes of recording and accounting for the matters that are 
the subject of the Deputy’s Question.  As my Department is the lead Department in one case, 
details are provided below only in relation to one of my Department’s two Ministers of State. 

Office of Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht

Grade/Role Number of Staff (WTE) Salary Scale
Special Advisor 1 2nd Point Principal Officer 

Scale
Special Advisor 1 2nd Point Principal Officer 

Scale (PPC)
Personal Secretary 1 11th Point Personal Secre-

tary to Minister/Minister of 
State Scale

Personal Assistant 1 5th Point Personal Assistant 
to Minister/Minister of State 
Scale

Civilian Driver 1 Civilian Driver (one scale 
point)

Civilian Driver 1 Civilian Driver (one scale 
point)
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Office of Minister of State (Gaeltacht)

Grade/Role Number of Staff 
(WTE)

Salary Scale

Parliamentary Assistant 1 2nd Point Personal Assistant to Minister/
Minister of State Scale

Personal Secretary .25 8th Point Personal Secretary to Minister/
Minister of State Scale

Personal Secretary .75 14th Point Personal Secretary to Minister/
Minister of State Scale

17/12/2015WRBBB02900Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Applications

17/12/2015WRBBB03000735. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
steps she will take to ensure that the appropriate payment under the turf cutting compensa-
tion scheme is paid to a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath as this has now been 
deferred pending review of the turf bank area, notwithstanding that the person had worked this 
bog for a long number of years by way of the conventional slean cutting; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [45794/15]

17/12/2015WRBBB03100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): An ap-
plication for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme has been 
received by my Department from the individual referred to in the Deputy’s Question.  I am 
advised that a payment of €1,500 in respect of Year 1 of 15 (2012), €1,518 in respect of Year 2 
of 15 (2013), €1,521 in respect of Year 3 of 15 (2014).

The qualifying criteria for the scheme are that:

- The claimant must have a legal interest in one of the 53 raised bog special areas of conser-
vation – ownership or turbary right;

- The claimant must have been the owner or entitled to exercise turbary rights on the land in 
question on 25 May 2010;

- The turbary on the site must not be exhausted; 

- The claimant must have been cutting turf on the land in question during the relevant five 
year period; and

- No turf cutting or associated activity is ongoing on the property.

My Department is examining the application in view of the qualifying criteria for the 
scheme.  I am advised that an inspection of the plot of bog in respect of which the applicant has 
applied for compensation is to be undertaken and my Department will be in contact with the 
applicant when this inspection has been completed with regard to payment for the current year.

17/12/2015WRBBB03200Legislative Process RIA

17/12/2015WRBBB03300736. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of Bills her Department has published since 9 March 2011; the number and Title of 
those Bills that included a regulatory impact assessment in advance of publication; the regula-
tory impact assessments published; the number of promised Bills for publication; the Bills that 
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will include a regulatory impact assessment; the regulatory impact assessments that will be 
published before publication of the relevant Bill; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[45802/15]

17/12/2015WRBBB03400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Since its 
establishment in June 2011, my Department has published the following Bills:

- Irish Film Board (Amendment) Bill 2011 (since enacted as the Irish Film Board (Amend-
ment) Act 2011);

 - Bille na Gaeltachta 2012/Gaeltacht Bill 2012 (since enacted as the Acht na Gaeltachta 
2012/Gaeltacht Act 2012);

- Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 2012 (since enacted as the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2012); 
and

- National Cultural Institutions (National Concert Hall) Bill 2015 (since enacted as the Na-
tional Cultural Institutions (National Concert Hall) Act 2015).

In addition, my Department and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform worked 
together on the publication of the Houses of the Oireachtas Commission (Amendment) Bill 
2012 (since enacted as the Houses of the Oireachtas Commission (Amendment) Act 2012).

Regulatory impact assessments were not undertaken in the aforementioned cases as no sig-
nificant potential impacts were identified in advance of, or in the course of, preparing these Bills 
for publication. 

Work is currently underway in my Department on the following Bills:

- Official Languages (Amendment) Bill

- National Cultural Institutions (No. 1) Bill

- National Cultural Institutions (No. 2) Bill

- Heritage (Amendment) Bill

- Heritage (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill

- National Archives (Amendment) Bill

- National Monuments Bill

It is not envisaged that a regulatory impact assessment will be undertaken in relation to 
the Official Languages (Amendment) Bill or the National Cultural Institutions Bills as no sig-
nificant potential impacts have been identified.  A regulatory impact assessment in relation to 
certain provisions to be contained in the Heritage (Amendment) Bill will be considered at a 
later stage, while it is anticipated that the Heritage (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill, the National 
Archives (Amendment) Bill and the National Monuments Bill will all be published in tandem 
with their associated regulatory impact assessments.

17/12/2015WRBBB03500Irish Language

17/12/2015WRBBB03600737. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
amount invested in capital and current expenditure in the Irish language development centre 
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in Baile an Fheirtéaraigh in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[45859/15]

17/12/2015WRBBB03700Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Joe 
McHugh): In 2013 a grant of €1.747m was provided under the Gaeltacht Support Schemes of 
my Department towards this development at Baile an Fheirtéaraigh.  A total of €1.697m of this 
allocation has been paid out by my Department to date.  As the Deputy is aware, the centre was 
developed by the local community through Comharchumann Chorca Dhuibhne in cooperation 
with my Department and Údarás na Gaeltachta.  The following additional capital funding for 
the centre was subsequently provided in 2014 and 2015:

- €26,197 in 2014 to an Comharchumann for the purchase of office equipment;

- €36,000 in 2014 to an tIonad Tacaíochta Teaghlaigh for the purchase of play equipment;

- €10,420 in 2015 for soundproofing works;

- €3,730 in 2015 to an tIonad Tacaíochta Teaghlaigh for the purchase of kitchen equipment; 
and

- €31,360 in 2015 to an tIonad Tacaíochta Teaghlaigh for the purchase of a minibus.

No current funding has been provided directly to the centre by my Department.

17/12/2015WRBBB03800Film Industry

17/12/2015WRBBB03900738. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
she will consider an appropriate way to mark the upcoming 50th anniversary of the filming of 
“Ryan’s Daughter” on the Daingean Uí Chúis Peninsula in County Kerry, which was a major 
landmark for the film industry; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45860/15]

17/12/2015WRBBB04000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My De-
partment has received no proposals in this regard.

17/12/2015WRCCC00200Recreational Angling Sector

17/12/2015WRCCC00300739. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
specific efforts she has made since my most recent correspondence in relation to addressing 
outstanding matters with the Laune Anglers Association relating to the management of beat 3 of 
the River Laune in County Kerry; if this Deputy’s correspondence in relation to same will be re-
sponded to with an updated position; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45916/15]

17/12/2015WRCCC00400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My De-
partment is currently considering the management arrangements in respect of Beat 3 of the 
River Laune, Killarney and a response will issue in due course.

17/12/2015WRCCC00500Architectural Heritage

17/12/2015WRCCC00600740. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
timeframe for the completion of all aspects of work at Killarney House in County Kerry, includ-
ing the date of opening, when staff recruitment will commence and the number of positions that 
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will be advertised; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45926/15]

17/12/2015WRCCC00700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The final 
phase of works to the House began in early January 2014 and the works, including the new 
extension, are now substantially complete. Work is also nearing completion with regard to the 
landscaping of the grounds and ornamental gardens, with planting expected to be concluded 
during Spring 2016. The interpretation/exhibition phase of the project is also advancing.

I expect that the various elements of works will be completed in the coming months and it is 
intended that these amenities will be open to the public as soon as possible in 2016.

Staffing requirements at this location, as with all other areas of my Department, remain 
the subject of on-going consideration in light of the overall business needs and within the pay 
framework to be approved for 2016.  Once this interpretation/exhibition phase has been moved 
forward sufficiently, the staffing requirements of the project will be addressed.  In this regard, 
the nature of the posts required, as well as the numbers involved and the budgetary implica-
tions, will be determined in due course.

17/12/2015WRCCC00800National Parks Projects

17/12/2015WRCCC00900741. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans to repair and resurface roads in Killarney National Park in County Kerry in 2016; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [45927/15]

17/12/2015WRCCC01000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the 
Deputy will be aware, my Department was established on 2 June 2011.  Since 2011, my De-
partment has expended almost €400,000 on works to roads within Killarney National Park, 
including:

- €26,666 (inclusive of VAT) on repairs to a roadway in the Killarney Demesne area, from 
the Deenagh Lodge to the White Bridge;

- €175,000 (inclusive of VAT) on repairs to roadways in Muckross and in the Reen area of 
the Demesne; and 

- approximately €25,000 (inclusive of VAT) on repairs last year to a roadway in Muckross.  

Future works on the roads will be considered within the context of both the management 
priorities for Killarney National Park and the limited funding resources available for the man-
agement of National Parks and Nature Reserves across the country.

National Roads running through the Park are a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland 
and the local authority, as appropriate.

17/12/2015WRCCC01100National Parks and Wildlife Service Remit

17/12/2015WRCCC01200742. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
she will request a meeting with Transport Infrastructure Ireland to address safety for jarveys 
and their passengers crossing the N22 opposite the main entrance gate to the Killarney National 
Park; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45928/15]

17/12/2015WRCCC01300743. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
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the metal structures for tying up jarveys’ horses at Ross Castle will be relocated to the opposite 
side of the roadway, as the current location results in gravity carrying the horses’ urine across 
the roadway, which persons must walk and cycle through; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [45929/15]

17/12/2015WRCCC01400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 742 and 743 together.

With regard to relocating the metal structures referred to by the Deputy, I have asked of-
ficials of my Department to engage with the jarveys with a view to resolving this matter early 
in the New Year. In relation to the issue of the road safety for passengers and jarveys crossing 
the N22, I understand that this is a matter in the first instance for the Department of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport.

17/12/2015WRCCC01500Architectural Heritage

17/12/2015WRCCC01600744. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her views 
on concerns in regard to the protection of three historic buildings (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; the actions she proposes or agreed with local authorities or private owners to ensure the 
protection of such buildings; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46038/15]

17/12/2015WRCCC01700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My role 
as Minister for Arts Heritage and the Gaeltacht with regard to the protection and management 
of our architectural heritage is set out in the provisions of relevant legislation, as are the role of 
local authorities and the responsibilities of owners as regards heritage assets.

Part IV of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, provides for the protec-
tion of architectural heritage.  The Act gives primary responsibility to planning authorities to 
identify and protect the architectural heritage by including relevant structures on the Record of 
Protected Structures. Inclusion on the Record of Protected Structures places a duty of care on 
the owners and occupiers of protected structures and also gives planning authorities powers to 
deal with development proposals affecting them and to seek to safeguard their future. 

The two structures referred to by the Deputy are included on the Record of Protected Struc-
tures, while 11 structures at the other location referred to are listed. That location is also is in the 
local Architectural Conservation Area. It is a matter for Kildare County Council to address the 
issues raised by the Deputy in terms of compliance with the Planning and Development Acts.

The two structures referred to are also included on the Record of Monuments and Places 
maintained by my Department under section 12 of the National Monuments Acts 1930, as 
amended. As a consequence, any proposal to carry works at or in relation to the monuments is 
required to be notified to me not less than 2 months before the works commence. 

17/12/2015WRCCC01800Waterways Ireland Expenditure

17/12/2015WRCCC01900745. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the cost 
of the full restoration of the Ulster Canal; the State’s contribution to date; the British Govern-
ment’s and Northern Ireland Executive’s contribution to date; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [46107/15]

17/12/2015WRCCC02000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Ul-
ster Canal is approximately 93 kms (58 miles) in length.  It links the south west corner of Lough 
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Neagh with the south east corner of Upper Lough Erne and passes through or close to Counties 
Tyrone, Fermanagh and Armagh in Northern Ireland and Counties Monaghan and Cavan in 
Ireland.  It passes through a number of towns and villages, including Monaghan and Clones.

The cost estimate for the restoration of the full Ulster Canal navigation from Upper Lough 
Erne to Lough Neagh is based on the 2007 business case prepared by Fitzpatrick Associates for 
the  then Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Restoring the Ulster Canal: 
Outline Business Case, June 2007).  The costs, presented in sterling (GBP), were estimated at 
some £141.6 million at 2007 prices. 

2008 was the first year of expenditure on the project following the North South Ministerial 
Council Decision to proceed with the restoration of 13 kms of the Ulster Canal from Upper 
Lough Erne to Clones at an estimated cost of some €35m. The total expenditure between 2008 
and 2015 amounts to €1,263,000. This figure includes design, environmental study and plan-
ning costs.  It also includes expenditure of €347,000 incurred on foot of the Government ap-
proval that I secured earlier this year for Waterways Ireland to proceed with the restoration of 
the 2.5 km section of the Ulster Canal from Lough Erne to Castle Saunderson. These works are 
proceeding, with the bulk of the expenditure due to take place in 2016.

The Ulster Canal restoration project has been 100% funded by the Irish Government to date.

17/12/2015WRCCC02100Departmental Agencies Expenditure

17/12/2015WRCCC02200746. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the cost 
of re-establishing Culture Ireland; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46108/15]

17/12/2015WRCCC02300Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Aod-
hán Ó Ríordáin): Culture Ireland was established in 2005 under my Department to promote 
Irish arts abroad. Following a review in 2012, the Government committed to maintaining Cul-
ture Ireland as a division of my Department and to expanding its remit to work on a cross 
agency basis to ensure maximum impact from investment in Irish arts. An Expert Advisory 
Committee has been established to guide and oversee this work.

Culture Ireland continues to operate effectively on this basis and the Deputy will be pleased 
to note that a budget of €5m is being provided for next year – a 100% increase over 2015. This 
will also enable Culture Ireland to present an international culture programme, entitled I am 
Ireland, to celebrate the Ireland 2016 Centenary Programme globally.

17/12/2015WRCCC02400Air Services Provision

17/12/2015WRCCC02500747. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
annual cost of the air service to na hOileáin Árann. [46217/15]

17/12/2015WRCCC02600Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Joe 
McHugh): In relation to the Aran Islands air service, my Department currently has two con-
tracts in place.

The first of these contracts is for the provision of the air service itself and is to run from 1 
October 2015 to 30 September 2016 at a cost of €1,620,120.

The second contract is for management of aerodromes, which primarily relates to the aero-
dromes on the Aran Islands that are the points of access for the air service. This is to run from 
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1 October 2015 to 30 September 2019 at an annual cost as follows:

Year 1 - €408,360;

Year 2 - €468,384;

Year 3 - €483,907;

Year 4 - €497,535.

17/12/2015WRCCC02700Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRCCC02800748. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the num-
ber of appointments to State boards  under the aegis of her Department and the number of ap-
pointments that have been advertised on her Department’s website since March 2011; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [46248/15]

17/12/2015WRCCC02900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I am ad-
vised that, since the establishment of my Department in June 2011, 118 appointments have been 
made to State boards under the aegis of my Department (not including reappointments). I am 
further advised that 49 vacancies were publicly advertised through various media. In addition, 
36 vacancies are currently advertised, or have recently been advertised, via the Public Appoint-
ments Service on www.stateboards.ie.

17/12/2015WRCCC03000Appointments to State Boards

17/12/2015WRCCC03100749. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the num-
ber of chairpersons appointed to State boards under the aegis of her Department who have ap-
peared before the relevant Oireachtas joint committee since March 2011; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter.  [46263/15]

17/12/2015WRCCC03200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I am 
advised that, since the establishment of my Department in June 2011, Chairpersons have been 
appointed to nine State boards under the aegis of my Department. Eight of these Chairpersons 
appeared before the Joint Committee on Environment, Culture and the Gaeltacht. In the remain-
ing case, the Chairperson appointed did not appear before the Committee as the appointment 
was made on an interim basis only.

17/12/2015WRCCC03300Commencement of Legislation

17/12/2015WRCCC03400750. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
details of the Acts currently in force for which she has lead responsibility and that have parts or 
sections yet to be formally commenced, including the purpose of same, in tabular form; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [46278/15]

17/12/2015WRCCC03500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The in-
formation sought by the Deputy in respect of those Acts for which I have lead responsibility is 
set out in the following table.



17 December 2015

613

Title of Act Details and Purpose of those Section(s)/Part(s) 
and other relevant information

Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000 Section 36, which relates to the regulation of 
the activities of commercial shoot operators.

National Cultural Institutions (National 
Concert Hall) Act 2015 (signed by the 
President on 10 December 2015)

Under section 4 of the Act, an order will be 
required to fix the establishment day of the Na-
tional Concert Hall.  Under section 39(1) of the 
Act, an order will be required to fix the day on 
which the name change for the Irish Film Board 
will take effect.  

National Cultural Institutions Act 1997 Section 4(1) – in relation to offences - insofar 
as it relates to sections 16 or 65 of the Act, or 
section 25 of National Monuments Act 1930.
Section 49(1)(f) and (g) relating to regulation 
of export of certain decorative art and cultural 
objectsSection 49(4) – relating to declaration by 
order of exclusion from operation of Part IV of 
the Act relating to Heritage Collections (other 
than documents and paintings)Section 49(5) – 
relating to the variation by order of ages speci-
fied for decorative objectsSection 49(14) –in 
relation to a defence against prosecution.

Part V, sections 52 to 59 (inclusive) – relating to 
the acquisition of certain cultural objects.Sec-
tions 65 and 66, which relate to the depositing 
of published material in the National Library of 
Ireland and related copyright matters (matters 
since incorporated in section 198 of the Copy-
right and Related Rights Act 2000).

17/12/2015WRCCC03600Living Wage

17/12/2015WRCCC03700751. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the cost 
of implementing a living wage of €11.50 for all employees directly employed or in agencies 
funded by her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46400/15]

17/12/2015WRCCC03800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I am 
advised that, based on current staffing and pay levels, the estimated additional annual cost of 
introducing an hourly wage of €11.50 for all employees, employed both directly in my Depart-
ment and in agencies under its aegis and who are not already paid that amount or more, would 
be in the order of €160,000.


