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      Questions Nos. 1 to 8, inclusive, answered orally.

02/12/2015WRA00350Youth Services Funding

02/12/2015WRA004009. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he has 
adequate resources for the provision of youth support services; the extent to which he continues 
to receive submissions from bodies providing such services regarding the need for ongoing re-
sources; if he will enhance such supports in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42640/15]

02/12/2015WRA00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): My Department ad-
ministers a range of funding schemes and programmes to support the provision of youth servic-
es to young people throughout the country including those from disadvantaged communities.  
The funding schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 380,000 young 
people.  In 2015, funding of €49.9 m was provided to my Department for these schemes.

I am pleased to advise the Deputy that Budget 2016 has provided an additional €1.1m in 
current youth funding to my Department bringing the total allocation for the youth services to 
€51m in 2016. This additional funding will be used for programmes that target disadvantaged 
young people and to assist national youth organisations in their work to support local voluntary 
youth services.

An additional €2.25m in capital funding, also provided in Budget 2016, will be used to sup-
port small scale projects, including refurbishment, health and safety fit-outs and accessibility 
improvements in local youth services.

In October, I announced a new €600,000 Youth Employability Initiative, funded under the 
Dormant Account Funding Scheme. The initiative will provide grants to youth services for in-
novative programmes that target young people who are not in education, employment or train-
ing to improve their employability skills.

Last week, I was pleased to allocate €1.17m in ‘once-off’ funding to assist youth projects 
that are experiencing budgetary difficulties as they approach the end of the year. The youth 
projects came to my Department’s attention through engagement with the national youth or-
ganisations, youth officers in the Education and Training Boards, through representations and 
submissions received and through regular meetings with youth services in the course of the 
year. 

These additional  investments in the voluntary youth services in 2015 and 2016 have been 

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].



2 December 2015

207

widely welcomed by youth sector interests.

02/12/2015WRA00550Child Care Services Provision

02/12/2015WRA0060010. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs how the €85 
million in funding for child care will improve affordability and accessibility to early childhood 
care; if there is a reduction in available child care places due to the extra free pre-school year 
announced in budget 2016; how he will address this sudden increase in demand; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42675/15]

02/12/2015WRA00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The additional €85 
million investment announced in Budget 2016 will provide for the enhancement of a number of 
childcare support programmes implemented by my Department.  

This investment will fund a suite of supports to ensure children with a disability can access 
and meaningfully participate in the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Programme. 
It will also fund the significant expansion of the ECCE Programme.

At present, children qualify for the free pre-school provision under this Programme when 
they are within the qualifying age range which is 3 years and 2 months to 4 years and 7 months 
in the September of the relevant year.  The recent Budget decisions, mean that children can ac-
cess the ECCE Programme from the time they are 3 years of age until they start primary school.  

This extended provision, when fully rolled out, will mean that children will have access 
to free education - either in pre-school or primary school - from the age of three.  In addition, 
the number of children benefiting from free pre-school provision is expected to increase from 
around 67,000 to 127,000 in a given programme year.

In order to provide the early years sector with the time to expand provision to meet the 
increased demand, a decision was made to introduce this new measure from September 2016.  
This timeframe will allow pre-school providers to make any necessary infrastructural or service 
changes and to put in place extra staff resources to accommodate the additional demand. 

The Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) Programme is also implemented by my De-
partment and  supports disadvantaged parents, parents in low paid employment and parents in 
training or education, by enabling those who qualify to avail of reduced childcare costs at par-
ticipating community/not-for-profit childcare services. 

Due to economic constraints, Budget 2012 closed the CCS programme to new applications 
from community/not-for-profit childcare services wishing to enter the programme and to the 
expansion of services by existing providers. Under Budget 2016, I lifted these restrictions and 
provided €16 million in additional funding to further expand the CCS programme, to include 
its roll-out to private childcare providers, in a targeted manner. This additional investment will 
create a further 8,000 places in areas identified as being in significant need of CCS provision. 

To meet the increased demand for childcare that will result from this very significant invest-
ment, Budget 2016 also provides funding for a number of measures to improve the quality of 
childcare and to build capacity in the sector. These measures include a restoration of capitation 
rates to pre-2012 levels for pre-school providers delivering the ECCE Programme, funding to 
upskilling the workforce and funding for the Early Years Capital Programme 2016.

In addition, and in recognition of the significant barriers childcare presents to parents want-
ing to take up employment, education or training, and the complexities of working through 
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the different childcare programmes funded by my Department, the Budget 2016 package also 
funded the establishment of a dedicated Project Team to develop a single Affordable Childcare 
Programme to provide working families with good quality childcare at a cost they can afford. 
Work on the Affordable Childcare Programme will begin immediately, so that it can be in place 
in 2017. This single programme will replace the existing CCS, along with the Training and Em-
ployment Childcare programmes, comprising the After-School Childcare, Childcare Education 
and Training Support, and Community Employment Childcare. It will provide a new simpli-
fied subsidy programme, available through both community/not-for-profit and private childcare 
providers. As more investment is made available over the coming years, it can be directed to 
families through this subsidised programme. The objective is to make childcare more afford-
able for more families.

02/12/2015WRA00750National Educational Welfare Board Remit

02/12/2015WRA0080011. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the steps he 
will take to expand the role of the National Educational Welfare Board by liaising with other 
Departments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42648/15]

02/12/2015WRA00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The National Educa-
tional Welfare Service was established under Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, on 1 Janu-
ary 2014. This brought together the statutory functions and educational welfare programmes 
which had been under the remit of the then National Educational Welfare Board. These include 
the statutory Educational Welfare Officers service, the School Completion Programme and the 
Home School Community Liaison scheme.  The reorganisation of services is part of a new in-
tegrated response to meet the needs of children at risk of disadvantage, including educational 
disadvantage.

Tusla has a wide ranging remit in services to protect children, support families and secure 
good outcomes for children who are at risk of disadvantage including educational disadvantage. 
Tusla has strong cooperation arrangements in place with relevant Government departments and 
agencies to support this role. At national level, Tusla works as part of the Children and Young 
Peoples Policy Consortium, which comprises high level representation from Government de-
partments and agencies to drive the  implementation of Better Outcomes Brighter  Futures 
2014-2020, the National Policy Framework for Children and Young People.  At local level, 
Tusla works with cross sectoral interests in the Children and Young Peoples Services Commit-
tees throughout the country.

In my view, Tusla’s role, encompassing the key educational welfare programmes, along 
with its focus on child and family welfare, presents an opportunity to shape more effective 
policy and practice that will help to address educational disadvantage.   

Tusla has taken a number of actions to strengthen the operation of its education welfare 
programmes, to integrate them at both national and local level, and to build strong links with 
relevant agencies and Government departments,  as part of a ‘whole child’ approach to meeting 
the needs of children and their families.  Tusla works closely with my Department and with the 
Department of Education and Skills to achieve these aims. 

My Department will participate in the Inter Departmental Group that   the Minister for Edu-
cation and Skills is establishing on the DEIS (Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools) 
programme. Tusla will have a key role in the work of the Group to deliver support in a ‘joined 
up way’ and  secure improved outcomes for children at risk of educational disadvantage.
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02/12/2015WRA00950Child Abuse Reports

02/12/2015WRA0100012. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs why a number 
of recommendations made in the Ryan report have yet to be implemented; if the increased 
budget for Tusla - Child and Family Agency in 2016 will be adequate to implement the recom-
mendations in full. [42682/15]

02/12/2015WRA01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The Report of the Com-
mission to Inquire into Child Abuse (The Ryan Report) was published in 2009 and detailed 
disturbing and significant levels of historic abuse of Irish children who were placed, by the 
State, in residential institutions run by religious orders. The Government accepted all of the 
recommendations of the Ryan Report, and in response developed an Implementation Plan. The 
Implementation Plan set out a series of 99 actions which addressed the recommendations to 
improve services to children in care, in detention and at risk.

The Government approved the Fourth and Final Monitoring Report of the Ryan Implemen-
tation Group which illustrated that the vast majority of the recommendations (i.e. 94 out of a 
total of 99), have been implemented or are being implemented on an ongoing basis.  The fourth 
and final report was laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas on 13 March 2015.

It should also be noted that the Monitoring Group, which authored the Report, welcomed 
the significant positive developments that have taken place over the lifetime of the Implementa-
tion Plan. While overall progress in relation to the actions in the Ryan Implementation Plan was 
good, it was noted that 5 of the 99 actions were not yet complete, namely actions 1, 65, 75, 76 
and 96.  Actions 65, 75 and 76 relate to the Child and Family Agency (Tusla) as follows:

 - Action 65 - a longitudinal study over ten years was to be undertaken which would follow 
young people who leave care, in order to map their transition into adulthood; 

 - Action 75 - a professionally managed national archive was to be developed as a central 
repository for the records for all children in care; and

 - Action 76 - records created in non-statutory agencies should be secured in the national 
archive. 

These actions have not been implemented to date due to the resource implications and the 
challenging economic environment we faced.  In this regard, the Deputy will be aware that I 
have secured an allocation of funding of €676m in 2016 for Tusla. This is an increase of €38m 
over the 2015 provision and may give Tusla the opportunity to progress a number of valu-
able projects, including the Ryan actions. The Performance Statement issued to Tusla from my 
Department for 2016 references these projects, and my Department will engage with Tusla to 
explore options on how best to proceed in relation to these actions in the context of Tusla’s busi-
ness planning processes for 2016. 

The remaining actions, Nos 1 and 96, relate to the Department of Education and Skills and 
the Court Services, respectively.  I have asked to be kept informed of developments in this re-
gard.

In relation to all five outstanding recommendations I will continue to liaise with relevant 
Government colleagues and Tusla as regards implementation. I have undertaken to keep the 
Government informed of progress until full implementation is achieved, and I intend to revert 
to Government in early 2016 with an update in this regard.
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02/12/2015WRA01150Early Childhood Care and Education

02/12/2015WRA0120013. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the mea-
sures he will put in place for the smooth and prompt implementation of the extension of the 
early childhood care and education scheme to a second year; if every support will be offered to 
child care providers to ensure they receive payment under this scheme without delay; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [42512/15]

02/12/2015WRA01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): At present, the Early 
Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Programme covers children who have reached the age 
of 3 years and 2 months by 1st September of the relevant year.  From September 2016, I am 
expanding this Programme to allow children enrol in free pre-school from the time they are 3 
years of age and to remain there until they start primary school.  This extended free pre-school 
provision was first recommended by the Expert Advisory Group on the Early Years Strategy in 
2013. It was also one of a series of recommendations of the recent Inter-Departmental Group 
on Future Investment in Childcare, which I established in January last.  The Group consulted 
widely with a range of stakeholders, including the early years sector, during the course of its 
work. 

Under this extended Programme, there will be three opportunities for eligible children to 
enrol during the pre-school year: children who reach the age of 3 between April and August will 
have the opportunity to enrol in September; children who reach the age of 3 between September 
and December will have the opportunity to enrol in January; and children who reach the age of 
3 between January and March will have the opportunity to enrol in April. As a result of this ex-
tension, the number of children benefiting from the Programme is expected to rise from around 
67,000 to 127,000 in a given programme year. For the 2016/17 programme year, it is estimated 
that 89,500 children will be eligible to enrol in the Programme from September 2016, 22,000 
from January 2017 and 15,500 from April 2017.

In order to provide the early years sector with the time to build capacity to meet this in-
creased demand, a decision was taken to introduce this new measure from September 2016. As 
the increased demand for Programme is not expected to peak until January and April 2017, this 
timeframe should allow pre-school providers to make any necessary infrastructural or service 
changes and to put in place extra staff resources to accommodate the additional demand. 

I am satisfied that there is already additional capacity in the early years sector to cope with 
some of the increased demand. Indeed, the Annual Survey of Early Years Services, which was 
conducted in December 2014, estimates that there are more than 24,000 vacancies in early years 
services across the country with almost 13,000 of these vacancies in sessional services. I am 
also aware that every year a significant number of new pre-school providers apply to participate 
in this Programme. The increased demand for, and additional investment in, free pre-school 
provision going forward should encourage a greater numbers of applicants. 

The restoration of capitation rates to pre-2012 levels from September 2016 should also 
encourage a greater number of new applicants and encourage existing pre-school providers to 
expand.

I am clear that more capacity will be required and that the implementation of this extended 
programme of free pre-school provision may pose a challenge for pre-school providers. Offi-
cials at my Department are already working closely with the City and County Childcare Com-
mittees and the Voluntary Childcare Organisations to develop a range of measures, which will 
assist with meeting this challenge. Further information on these measures will be available 
shortly.
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My Department has recently completed the development of an on-line management plat-
form - the Programmes Implementation Platform  - to provide for the administration of a range 
of childcare programmes including the Early Childhood Care and Education Programme.  The 
objectives of this development are to reduce paperwork and duplication of effort, to simplify 
administration and to enhance the service experience of pre-school providers and the other 
stakeholders involved, including City or County Childcare Committees. The IT system also 
provides more efficient work practices, greater visibility and control of funds and assists greatly 
with prompt payment of pre-school providers.

02/12/2015WRA01350Domestic Violence Refuges Provision

02/12/2015WRA0140014. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he has met 
with Respond Housing Association regarding the closure of a refuge centre (details supplied) in 
Dublin 24 on 12 December 2015. [42643/15]

02/12/2015WRA01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I facilitated a meet-
ing with Respond on 3 November, at its request, to get an account of the nature of the service 
provided, the reasons behind the decision to close the service, and to get a better understanding 
of Respond’s previous interaction with state bodies in relation to the Centre referred to by the 
Deputy.

The Centre, in the main, provides second stage residential accommodation for persons 
whose emergency needs arising from domestic violence have been met.

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, in discharging its statutory responsibility, funds emer-
gency refuge services for adults and children fleeing domestic violence, as well as providing 
a range of ongoing community supports. Tusla will continue to provide such supports in the 
future. 

Respond informed me that it is not accepting any new referrals to the Centre. At the time 
of the meeting there were five families in residence at the Centre. Permanent accommodation 
had been secured for two of the families. The remaining three families residing at the Centre 
required to be housed.  The local housing authorities are best placed to address such needs.

At the meeting, Respond outlined how it decided to build the Cuan Álainn Centre on foot of 
its own needs analysis, which determined that the area did not need another domestic violence 
refuge, but there was a need for move-on accommodation for those using emergency refuges.

In general, the Centre provides transitional housing for survivors of domestic violence after 
their emergency needs have been met. The majority of referrals to the Centre are from existing 
domestic violence refuges already funded by Tusla.

Each of the families at the Centre has housing needs, and these are best provided through 
mainstream housing supports via local authorities.

I advised Respond that I would contact my colleague, the Minister for Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government to establish what can be done to assist the families involved, 
particularly in light of the housing needs of the families who reside at the Cuan Álainn Centre. 
I have done that and also asked Minister Kelly to ensure that there is further engagement by the 
relevant local authorities with Respond regarding the future of the service.

I would also like to assure the Deputy that Tusla will continue to work closely with these 
families by providing appropriate community supports.
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02/12/2015WRA01550Child Detention Centres

02/12/2015WRA0160015. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status of 
the findings published on 22 October 2015 by the Health Information and Quality Authority 
following an unannounced inspection of the detention schools in Oberstown campus which 
outlined a number of recurring issues which had not been addressed, such as single separation; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42542/15]

02/12/2015WRA01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I have noted the recent 
report from HIQA which is based on the robust inspection process for the Children Detention 
Schools under section 185 of the Children Act 2001.  This process continues to highlight the 
need for ongoing improvements in the operation of the Oberstown campus.  However, it must 
be acknowledged that the HIQA report also outlines a number of clear improvements since the 
previous inspection.  These include for example: the commissioning of new residential units 
from March 2015; the employment of new residential care staff; the progress being made to-
ward a new offending behaviour programme; significant improvements in handling of child 
protection concerns and complaints oversight, and  the focus on mental health needs of children 
under the Assessment, Consultation and Therapy Service.

I accept that more work is necessary on a number of issues identified by HIQA, in par-
ticular that of single separation of children.  On this issue, the report found that management 
were actively engaging with staff teams on the use of single separation, and that the policy for 
authorisations of separation had significantly improved.  However, ongoing work is required 
to address the issues related to its use and this is reflected in the updated action plan which has 
been drawn up by the Oberstown campus and agreed with HIQA on foot of recommendations 
made in the inspection report.  I have also commissioned a review by my Department of the 
single separation policies in use across the range of children’s residential care settings and this 
has recently commenced. 

The updated action plan identifies ongoing areas of improvement for the delivery of ser-
vices on the campus to ensure the journey of a young person through Oberstown is seamless.  
This incorporates areas such as care, education, health, offending behaviour and preparations 
for discharge.  A full time training manager has recently been appointed for the campus and 
an updated training plan is currently being delivered covering areas such as management of 
challenging behaviour, fire safety, crisis prevention and intervention, manual handling, child 
protection, safeguarding and first aid.  Further improvements in medication management and 
staff supervision are also being pursued. 

A further inspection was also carried out by HIQA in November and I understand that the 
initial feedback from this inspection has been broadly positive.

I also wish to note that a comprehensive reform programme has been underway on the cam-
pus in recent years to provide improved facilities, in order to accommodate older children under 
the Government commitment to end the practice of detaining children in adult prison facilities.  
The steps contained in the updated HIQA action plan will be implemented in parallel with this 
on-going reform programme.

02/12/2015WRA01750Child Protection Services Provision

02/12/2015WRA0180016. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the plans 
in place to provide care and protection to incoming refugee children from war torn areas, as 
agreed under the European Union recommendations, where the children’s welfare and safety 
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are identified as a concern. [42690/15]

02/12/2015WRA01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Incoming refugee chil-
dren can arrive in Ireland either accompanied by their parents or customary care providers or 
unaccompanied. My colleague, the Minister for Justice and Equality, has primary responsibility 
in the area of asylum and immigration, including direct provision.  My Department’s policy 
responsibility for the refugee children arriving with their parents relates to providing family 
support and care and protection for any child where a concern is identified for their welfare and 
safety.

Children living in Direct Provision are in the care of their parent(s). Where there are con-
cerns about their welfare, safety or well-being this should be referred to Tusla, the Child and 
Family Agency, in line with Children First guidelines.  Tusla works closely with the Recep-
tion and Integration Agency (RIA) of the Department of Justice and Equality, regarding issues 
which impact on the ongoing welfare and protection of children living in direct provision. Tusla 
has appointed identified lead social workers to liaise with managers of direct provision regard-
ing support and information for newly arrived residents. There are a range of family support 
type provision, and early years education in direct provision centres. Additionally there are sup-
ports provided by the HSE and the Department of Social Protection. 

Separated Children Seeking Asylum are placed in the care of the State, with Tusla. Follow-
ing a residential assessment, the  majority of separated children are placed in foster care and 
Tusla has a dedicated Social Work team to deal with this vulnerable cohort. The State is duty 
bound by international and domestic law to protect and provide for separated children in the 
same way as it does for children normally resident in the State. A social worker is allocated to 
each separated child and they have responsibility for the development and implementation of 
an individualised statutory care plan for the child. Tusla maintains the equity and equality of 
services to separated children vis a vis other children in state care and ensures that there is no 
differentiation of standard care provision, care practices, care priorities, standards or protocols. 
All foster care organisations and residential centres are inspected against national standards. 

In relation to minors arriving unaccompanied under the Irish Refugee Protection Pro-
gramme, my Department and Tusla have been in contact with the Department of Justice and 
Equality  to ensure all support services are identified, and to ensure the necessary attention and 
support is given to their needs on their arrival into Ireland.

02/12/2015WRA01950Youth Services Funding

02/12/2015WRA0200017. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
provide Kerry Diocesan Youth Service with the necessary funding to further develop its com-
prehensive work programme for 2016 and with the capital funding to progress its extensive 
facilities throughout County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42677/15]

02/12/2015WRA02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): My Department admin-
isters a range of funding schemes and programmes to support the provision of youth services 
to young people throughout the country including those from disadvantaged communities. The 
funding schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 380,000 young peo-
ple and involve approximately 1,400 youth work staff in 477 projects and 40,000 volunteers 
working in youth work services and communities throughout the country. In 2015, funding of 
€49.9m has been provided to my Department for these schemes. 

I am pleased to advise the Deputy that Budget 2016 has provided an additional €1.1m in 
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current youth funding to my Department to support the provision of youth services. This addi-
tional funding will be used for programmes that target disadvantaged young people and to assist 
national youth organisations in their work to support local voluntary youth services. 

An additional €2.25m in capital funding has also been allocated to my Department in Bud-
get 2016. In the main, this funding will be used to support smaller scale projects in local youth 
services, such as refurbishments, health and safety works, and accessibility improvements.

Kerry Diocesan Youth Service provides a wide range of services for children, young people 
and their families throughout County Kerry.  It receives funding from a number of statutory 
bodies including my Department for these services. My Department provides funding to Kerry 
Diocesan Youth Service for youth services under the Special Projects for Youth scheme which 
supports projects which target young people who are disadvantaged including young Travellers 
and young people who are out of school and at risk of drugs, substance abuse or homelessness. 
Funding is also provided for a youth information centre in Tralee. In 2015, funding of €429,285 
has been allocated to Kerry Diocesan Youth Service for these youth services.   

In addition, a further allocation of €32,462 is being provided to Kerry Diocesan Youth Ser-
vice to support services in Killarney, Listowel and Castleisland and to meet end-year budgetary 
commitments in 2015.

Kerry Diocesan Youth Service has recently made a submission to my Department in relation 
to a proposal to develop a European Youth Centre that would meet the quality criteria set out by 
the Council of Europe. A meeting is being arranged between the Kerry Diocesan Youth Service 
project organisers and officials of my Department to discuss the proposal and to identify the op-
tions that may be available to Kerry Diocesan Youth Service to progress this ambitious project, 
having regard to the resources that are available to my Department at this time.

02/12/2015WRA02150Child Protection Services Provision

02/12/2015WRA0220018. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which he continues to be in a position to identify the extent of children at risk, with 
particular reference to early identification and remedial action; if the structures in place are ad-
equate to deal with the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42641/15]

02/12/2015WRA02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): My Department has 
a range of systems in place to ensure it is informed of risk to children and families. Tusla, the 
Child and Family Agency, within its national office, has a dedicated Quality Assurance Team. 
This team produces monthly, quarterly and annual reports in respect of Tusla’s functions, and 
includes detailed reporting on key performance indicators. These reports give a good indication 
of the number of children and families in receipt of or requiring intervention.  The reports also 
provide statistical evidence of improvements to child welfare and protection services and high-
lights challenges and areas where further improvement is required.  The reports show the num-
ber of child welfare and protection referrals in the period, the numbers that have been screened 
and assessed and those cases that are awaiting an allocated social worker. 

Tusla also provides me with information on children in care, their placement type, care 
status and allocation of social worker.  Within my Department there is a Unit which scrutinises 
these reports and briefs me and senior officials on issues of note. This Unit also reviews and 
analyses HIQA and Tusla inspection reports of children’s residential centres, special care cen-
tres, fostering and child protection services. The overview from these reports provides me with 
a level of assurance on the overall capacity of Tusla to identify and provide services to families 
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and children at risk. Additional information is gleaned from the National Review Panel reports 
on individual cases, and investigations conducted by the Omudsman for Children. 

Additionally, my officials  frequently meet with Tusla to review the overall level of provi-
sion of service, including areas in need of improvement. I also meet with Tusla on a quarterly 
basis in this regard.  There are protocols in place for the Agency to inform my Department of 
specific issues where risks are identified and to ensure that robust management responses are 
put in place. 

The additional funding of €38 million which I have allocated to Tusla for 2016, will give the 
Agency greater capacity to respond to current risk and anticipated demand.  These additional 
resources are intended to alleviate pressures being faced in the areas of unallocated cases, pri-
vate residential and foster care, and Domestic Sexual and Gender Based Violence Strategy.

02/12/2015WRA02350Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund

02/12/2015WRA0240019. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he 
will re-introduce funding for the young people’s facilities and services fund; his views on the 
substantial benefits this will have for young persons in their formative years; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42688/15]

02/12/2015WRA02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): My Department admin-
isters a number of funding schemes and programmes to support the provision of youth services 
to young people throughout the country including those from disadvantaged communities. The 
funding schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 380,000 young peo-
ple and involve approximately 1,400 youth work staff in 477 projects and 40,000 volunteers 
working in youth work services and communities throughout the country.  In 2015, current 
funding of €49.78m has been provided to my Department for these schemes. 

The Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund is one of five such schemes. It was estab-
lished by the Government in 1998 to assist in the development of preventative strategies in a 
targeted manner through the development of youth facilities, including sports and recreational 
facilities, and services in disadvantaged areas where a significant drug problem exists or has 
the potential to develop.  There are 282 youth projects funded under the scheme and in 2015, 
€18.4m was allocated under this fund. 

I am pleased to advise the Deputy that Budget 2016 has provided an additional €1.1m in cur-
rent youth funding to my Department bringing the total allocation to €51m to support the vol-
untary youth services in 2016. The additional funding will be used for programmes that target 
disadvantaged young people, including the Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund, and 
to assist national youth organisations in their work to support local voluntary youth services.

In addition, €2.75m in capital funding has been allocated to my Department in Budget 2016. 
In the main, this funding will be used to support smaller scale projects, such as refurbishments, 
health and safety works, and accessibility improvements in youth services, including youth 
projects funded under the Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund.

My Department has commenced work on the detailed allocations for the national youth 
organisations and local services and projects funded under the various schemes. Every effort is 
being made to notify youth organisations and projects of their 2016 allocation as soon as pos-
sible. Details of the new capital funding scheme will be announced early in the New Year.
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02/12/2015WRA02550Child Care Law Reporting Project

02/12/2015WRA0260020. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs given the publi-
cation of the Child Care Law Reporting Project, his views on the need to extend this worthwhile 
project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42500/15]

02/12/2015WRA02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The Child Care Law 
Reporting Project (CCLRP) is an independent project authorised under Section 29 of the Child 
Care Act 1991 (as amended by the Child Care (Amendment) Act 2007), and in accordance with 
Regulations made under that Section to report on child care proceedings.  The project is sup-
ported in this work by my Department, the One Foundation and Atlantic Philanthropies.  

The aims and objectives of the project are to:

 - Provide information to the public on child care proceedings in the courts;

 - Conduct research on these proceedings in order to promote debate and inform policy-
makers;

 - Make recommendations to address any short-comings in the child care system identified 
by the research;

 - Assist in the implementation of these recommendations; and

 - Promote confidence in the child care system.

The project pursues its aims and objectives by attending the courts where child care cases 
are heard in order to report on those proceedings while protecting the anonymity of the chil-
dren and their families.  The CCLRP publishes reports of child care cases for the public and all 
relevant stake-holders, collects and analyses data from the proceedings, publishes reports on 
the nature and outcomes of the child care proceedings and seeks to promote a public debate on 
the issues raised through seminars and conferences.  One such conference took place in April 
of this year in the form of an International Conference on Child Protection and the Law, which 
considered some of the findings up to that point, and heard from international contributors in 
relation to alternative models of care and child protection.

Child care cases, heard mainly in the District Courts, involve applications by the Child and 
Family Agency for orders to protect children, including supervision orders, emergency and 
interim care orders and full care orders.  Under supervision orders, families receive help and 
supervision from the Agency; under care orders, the child is placed on either an interim or more 
permanent basis in care.  The cases are heard in camera in order to protect the privacy of the 
children and their families.  There are rarely written judgments in the District Court.

To date, the project has published 11 volumes of case reports – four volumes each year in 
2013 and 2014 and three so far in 2015, the most recent of which was published on 1 October, 
2015 and which contained 37 case histories.  It has also published two interim reports, in No-
vember, 2013 and October, 2014.  As the Deputy will be aware, the final report was published 
on Monday last (30 November).

Thus far, the project has highlighted variations in child care applications and outcomes, 
including by region, ethnicity and by family status.  These require further research to determine 
the reasons for the variations and to see how more targeted interventions can, where possible, 
ensure that the level of intervention is the most appropriate.

Overall, the project will provide a measure of the effectiveness of current systems and poli-
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cies in the area of child protection and that of court administration, and assist in identifying 
areas where corrective action may be required.  Ultimately, it will assist my Department in 
gaining a greater depth of knowledge and understanding of child care cases and will increase 
the evidence base on which future policy formulation is based.

The Deputy will be interested to learn that my Department will continue to fund the project 
until 2017.

02/12/2015WRA02750National Play and Recreation Policies

02/12/2015WRA0280021. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
status of the national play and recreation policy; if this policy is being amended to provide for 
play and recreation space and time for children experiencing homelessness given the lack of 
play and recreation facilities in this type of emergency accommodation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42537/15]

02/12/2015WRA02900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I and my Government 
colleagues are extremely concerned about the issue of homelessness. The Government contin-
ues to work hard to house families living in hotel rooms and guest houses. 

Play and recreation facilities are important to children and young people in all settings, in-
cluding in the type of emergency accommodation referred to by the Deputy. Most emergency 
accommodation is not equipped with play and recreation facilities. This is one of the areas 
highlighted in Ready Steady Play! - A National Play Policy, which was published in 2004 with 
a five year lifespan.  

The National Recreation Policy, teenspace, aims to provide strategic direction to Govern-
ment departments, Local Authorities, the youth sector, the community and voluntary sectors, 
and other interested parties, to develop recreational opportunities for young people in an in-
formed and appropriate manner. Among their other objectives, both policies seek to maximise 
the range of play or recreational opportunities available for children and young people who are 
marginalised, disadvantaged or who have a disability. 

My Department supports the implementation of the objectives of the National Play Policy 
and the National Recreation Policy through the provision of funding for National Play Day and 
National Recreation Week Activities. A capital grant funding scheme for play and recreation 
was introduced in 2013 to provide capital funding to support new and existing play and recre-
ation facilities for all children and young people.  

My Department also provides funding to support the provision of youth services by the 
voluntary youth services. An amount of €2.75m in capital funding has been allocated to my 
Department in Budget 2016 for voluntary youth services. In the main, this funding will be used 
to support smaller scale projects, such as refurbishments, health and safety works, and acces-
sibility improvements in youth services, including those that provide services for disadvantaged 
young people, including young people at risk of homelessness.

02/12/2015WRA02950Domestic Violence Refuges Provision

02/12/2015WRA0300022. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 12 of 21 October 2015, if he has met with the Respond Housing 
Association to discuss and resolve the issue of funding for Cuan Álainn. [42651/15]
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02/12/2015WRA03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I facilitated a meeting 
with Respond on 3 November, at its request, to get an account of the nature of the service pro-
vided, the reasons behind the decision to close Cuan Álainn, and to get a better understanding 
of Respond’s previous interaction with state bodies in relation to the Centre.

Cuan Álainn, in the main, provides second stage residential accommodation for persons 
whose emergency needs arising from domestic violence have been met.

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, in discharging its statutory responsibility, funds emer-
gency refuge services for adults and children fleeing domestic violence, as well as providing 
a range of ongoing community supports. Tusla will continue to provide such supports in the 
future. 

Respond informed me that it is not accepting any new referrals to the Cuan Álainn. At the 
time of the meeting there were five families in residence at Cuan Álainn. Permanent accom-
modation had been secured for two of the families. The remaining three families residing at 
the Centre required to be housed.  The local housing authorities are best placed to address such 
needs.  It was reassuring to hear that should the Centre close, Respond will be in a position to 
ensure that they find accommodation elsewhere.

At the meeting, Respond outlined how it decided to build the facility on foot of its own 
needs analysis, which determined that the area did not need another domestic violence refuge, 
but there was a need for move-on accommodation for those using emergency refuges.

In general, Cuan Álainn provides transitional housing for survivors of domestic violence 
after their emergency needs have been met. The majority of referrals to the Centre are from 
existing domestic violence refuges already funded by Tusla.

Each of the families at the Centre has housing needs, and these are best provided through 
mainstream housing supports via local authorities.

I advised Respond that I would contact my colleague, the Minister for Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government to establish what can be done to assist the families involved, 
particularly in light of the housing needs of the families who reside at the Centre. I have done 
that and also asked Minister Kelly to ensure that there is further engagement by the relevant 
local authorities with Respond regarding the future of the service.

I would also like to assure the Deputy that Tusla will continue to work closely with these 
families by providing appropriate community supports.

02/12/2015WRA03150Family Resource Centres

02/12/2015WRA0320023. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he is satis-
fied that Tusla - Child and Family Agency has support resources to adequately fund and man-
age its remit regarding family resource centres; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42678/15]

02/12/2015WRA03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): There are currently 109 
communities supported through the Family Resource Centre Programme which is funded by 
Tusla, the Child and Family Agency.  Tusla provides core funding to Family Resource Centres 
to cover the employment of two to three members of staff and some overhead costs. The Family 
Resource Centre Programme’s funding for 2015 provided by Tusla was €13.09 million.

Family Resource Centres (FRCs) are front-line services rooted in the community they serve.  
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Acting as a focal point within their community, Family Resource Centres provide a holistic ser-
vice of child, family and community support and advocacy to all children and families in their 
community. While Family Resource Centres operate an open-door policy and provide many 
services and development opportunities at a universal level, they also proactively target specific 
cohorts within their communities.  

In addition to funding individual Family Resource Centres in 2015, Tusla also provided 
funding of €60,000 to the Family Resource Centre National Forum (FRCNF) to assist it in pro-
viding support to Family Resource Centres around the country. The Agency fully appreciates 
and values the work of the Forum as a support network working with all the Family Resource 
Centres throughout Ireland.  

As the Deputy will be aware, I announced a significant increase in the funding allocation to 
Tusla for next year. Tusla will have available to it some €676 million in funding, representing 
an increase of €38 million over 2015.

The precise level of funding to be provided to Family Support Centres for next year will 
now be considered by Tusla in developing its Business Plan for 2016, which will be sent to me 
for consideration.

The Government, since its establishment, has attached particular priority to supporting vul-
nerable children and families and the significant increase in funding being made available to 
Tusla next year represents further evidence of our delivery on this ambition.

02/12/2015WRA03350Ministerial Dialogue

02/12/2015WRA0340024. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he 
has had discussions with the Department of the Taoiseach or with the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade regarding the welfare of a person (details supplied) who is currently impris-
oned without trial in Egypt; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42680/15]

02/12/2015WRA03500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I have not had discus-
sions with the Taoiseach or the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade with regard to the person 
concerned.

02/12/2015WRA03550Child Care Services Provision

02/12/2015WRA0360025. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status of pro-
posals to assist parents with after-school child-minding services in public schools; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42509/15]

02/12/2015WRA03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I established an Inter-
Departmental Group earlier this year to consider options for future investment in early years 
and after-school childcare.  This Group reported to Government in July this year, setting out a 
range of options for future investment to enhance affordability, increase the accessibility and 
improve the quality of early years and after-school childcare.  

Several recommendations of the Group, which relate to after-school childcare, were consid-
ered as part of the Estimates process for the Budget and will be funded in 2016. These include 
a €3 million capital fund, which will be provided to enable both community/not-for-profit and 
private providers to develop after-school childcare services using existing school and other ac-
cessible community facilities. Work will also begin on the development of Quality Standards 
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for After-School Childcare, along with a consultation with children on their views about after-
school childcare.

These new developments add to the range of programmes implemented by my Department 
to assist parents in accessing quality and affordable after-school childcare. These include:

 - The After-School Childcare (ASCC) programme that provides after-school care for pri-
mary school children of eligible parents for a period of 52 weeks.  Eligibility for the programme 
is determined by the Department of Social Protection.  The programme contributes €40 per 
week for an after-school place or €80 per week in situations where the childcare service pro-
vides a pick-up service that collects the child from school. The programme also provides a full 
day care rate of €105 per week, for a maximum of 10 weeks, to cater for school holiday periods. 
In all cases, the maximum fee payable by parents is €15 per week per child.

 - The Community Employment Childcare (CEC) programme, which is targeted specifically 
at participants in the Community Employment (CE) schemes operated by the Department of 
Social Protection.  Under this programme, €80 per week is provided for pre-school places for 
children up to the age of 5 and €40 per week for after-school places for primary school children 
up to the age of 13, with a set charge of €15 per week to the parent in either case. The pro-
gramme also provides a part time day care rate of €80 per week, for a maximum of 10 weeks, 
to cater for school holiday periods.  Places are approved for 50 weeks. Eligibility for the CEC 
programme is determined by the Department of Social Protection.

 - The Childcare Education and Training Support (CETS) programme, which provides child-
care places, including part-time and after-school places, to qualifying Solas or Education and 
Training Boards (ETB) trainees or students for the duration of their courses.  Eligibility for the 
CETS programme is determined by the Department of Education and Skills. 

 - The Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme provides funding to community 
childcare services to enable them to provide quality childcare, including after-school care, at 
reduced rates to disadvantaged and low income working parents.

Progress has already been made to begin implementation of the specific measures related to 
after-school childcare that I announced as part of Budget 2016. For example:

 - The City/County Childcare Committees and the Voluntary Childcare Organisations fund-
ed by my Department have already agreed to work collaboratively in 2016 to develop Quality 
Standards for After-School Childcare, 

 - The Citizen Participation Unit in my Department has agreed to undertake the consultation 
with children on their views about after-school childcare. This consultation process, which will 
inform the work on quality standards, will be undertaken in the first half of 2016, and

 - The terms and conditions for the €3 million capital fund, which will be provided to enable 
both community/not-for-profit and private providers to develop after-school childcare services, 
are currently being drafted. It is envisaged that this programme of capital funding will be an-
nounced in the first quarter of 2016.

In addition, the Budget 2016 package also funded the establishment of a dedicated Project 
Team to develop a single Affordable Childcare Programme to provide working families with 
good quality childcare at a cost they can afford. Work on the Affordable Childcare Programme 
will begin immediately, so that it can be in place in 2017. This single programme will replace 
the existing programmes which support early years and after-school childcare.  It will provide 
a new simplified subsidy programme, available through both community/not-for-profit and pri-
vate childcare providers.
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02/12/2015WRA03750Child Protection

02/12/2015WRA0380026. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the steps he 
and Tusla - Child and Family Agency are taking to ensure that adequate child protection and 
welfare measures are in place in emergency homeless accommodation. [42676/15]

02/12/2015WRA03900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Policy responsibility 
for homeless young people, insofar as it extends to my Department, relates to children under 18 
and any child welfare and protection concerns that may arise in the context of the Child Care 
Act 1991.  Children under 16 who present as being homeless to emergency services are taken 
into care.  Children aged 16 and 17 may be taken into care, or provided a service under section 
5 of the Child Care Act 1991 (accommodation for homeless children).  Young people who were 
formerly in the care of the State and presently in receipt of aftercare services have their accom-
modation needs identified as part of this support.

The accommodation needs of children who are in the care of their parents where the family 
is homeless are the responsibility of the Department of the Environment, Community and Local 
Government and local authorities.

As the Deputy is aware, the statutory role of Tusla - the Child and Family Agency is to 
ensure the protection and welfare of children who are not receiving adequate care.  A child 
can only be received into the care of the Child and Family Agency where there are welfare or 
protection concerns.  Homelessness as part of a family group is not, in and of itself, a basis for 
seeking to receive a child into care. 

In cases where there are welfare or protection concerns in relation to children in families 
presenting as homeless, the reporting of such concerns to the Child and Family Agency is gov-
erned by Children First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children (2011).  
This national policy sets out the non-statutory child protection requirements which are in place 
for all sectors of society.  The Children First Act 2015, which has recently been passed into law, 
will place key elements of the Children First National Guidance on a statutory basis.  In paral-
lel to the legislation, the existing Children First: National Guidance is currently being revised 
and updated. 

As the Deputy will also be aware, on the 4th of December 2014, Minister Kelly hosted a 
special summit on homelessness to reaffirm the Government’s commitment to end involuntary 
long-term homelessness, including that of families with children, by the end of 2016.  A number 
of actions arising from the summit were formalised into an action plan to address homeless-
ness, and substantial progress has been made in implementing that plan.  Overall progress is 
overseen by the Cabinet Committee on Social Policy and Public Service Reform.  The plan and 
progress reports are available on the website of Department of the Environment, Heritage and 
Local Government.  Additionally, the local authorities collect data in relation to the number of 
dependants, as part of a family, who are homeless.

The December 2014 Action Plan to Address Homelessness includes a commitment for Tusla 
and Dublin City Council to coordinate operations to ensure that services are fully responsive to 
the particular protection and welfare needs that might arise for families in emergency accom-
modation.

Tusla has had meetings with Focus Ireland, the Department of Social Protection and Dublin 
City Council in relation to vulnerable families.  Additionally, I have been informed that Tusla 
and the Dublin Regional Homeless Executive are currently developing a joint protocol which 
includes guidance on working with families where child protection concerns arise within emer-
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gency homeless accommodation.  Significant progress has been made to date and there is a 
commitment to finalising a draft of the protocol for consultation as soon as possible.

02/12/2015WRA03950Child Poverty

02/12/2015WRA0400027. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his as-
sessment of child poverty; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42511/15]

02/12/2015WRA04100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Better Outcomes, 
Brighter Futures: the National Policy Framework for Children and Young People 2014 - 2020, 
was published and launched by Government in 2014. It provides the overarching framework for 
the development and implementation of policy and services for children and young people. This 
is a whole of government framework, implementation of which is overseen by my Department.

Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures set out a target of lifting over 70,000 children out of 
consistent poverty by 2020, a reduction of at least two-thirds on the 2011 level.   The Depart-
ment of Social Protection have the lead role in coordinating government strategies on child 
poverty and are the Sponsor of outcome 4 of Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures - economic 
security and opportunity.  The Department of Social Protection also has lead responsibility for 
the National Action Plan for Social Inclusion. Its work is also informed by the European Com-
mission Recommendation on ‘Investing in children: Breaking the cycle of disadvantage’.  The 
Department of Social Protection have identified child poverty as a key cross-sectoral priority to 
be addressed in 2015 and 2016 under the Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures structures.

To assist in this, the Advisory Council for Better Outcomes, Brighter Future, which brings 
together key members of the community and voluntary sectors who work with and for children 
and young people, and the Department of Social Protection have co-convened a subgroup with 
officials from my Department and other relevant Departments to progress solutions to the issue 
of child poverty. This group has held two meetings in September and November 2015, and two 
more are planned for the near future.

Although the level of consistent poverty among children has fallen slightly from 11.7% to 
11.2% between 2013 and 2014, the Government acknowledges the challenge in successfully 
achieving the child poverty target, but remains committed to meeting it. The timescale for 
achieving the target will be influenced by the pace of economic and employment growth.  How-
ever, we believe having an ambitious target and actively monitoring this will provide a roadmap 
towards which we can develop and implement a strong multi-dimensional policy response.   

As part of this multi-dimensional approach and the importance accorded to the development 
of effective and quality focused services and support for children and young people, my Depart-
ment in collaboration with the DSP will hold an EU Peer Review in February 2016 to explore 
innovative responses in policy and provision to address child poverty and disadvantage.  This 
event will involve ten Member States and the European Commission. 

My Department continues to work closely with the Department of Social Protection sup-
porting this mutli-dimensional approach to child poverty. There are also a number of areas 
of focus that support our response to child poverty within my Department.  My Department 
invests €260 million annually on early childhood care and education and after-school support 
programmes which provide care to 100,000 children. A number of these programmes are tar-
geted at those on lowest incomes. In addition in early 2015, I established an Inter-Departmental 
Group on Future Investment in Early Years and After-School Care and Education.  The work of 
the group was focused on identifying policy objectives to guide future investment in this area.  
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This report was published in July 2015 and informed the estimates process for Budget 2016.  
Budget 2016 provides for an additional €85 million investment in 2016.

My Department is also leading the implementation of the Area Based Childhood (ABC) 
Programme (2013-2017).  The ABC Programme is co-funded by my Department and The At-
lantic Philanthropies and will have a total funding allocation of up to €29.7 million.  The Area 
Based Childhood (ABC) Programme aims to  improve the outcomes for children, young people 
and existing service by drawing on best international practice to break the cycle of child poverty 
where it is most deeply entrenched.  It is overseen by an inter-departmental project team.

My Department also provides targeted support for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk 
young people are provided through a range of schemes totalling €49.93m of funding.  The pur-
pose of recently published National Youth Strategy 2015 - 2020 is to enable all young people 
aged 10 to 24 to realise their maximum potential with regard to the five national outcomes in 
Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures.  It is a universal strategy for all young people.  It has a par-
ticular focus on the needs of young people experiencing, or at risk of experiencing the poorest 
outcomes. 

Finally, as part of my Department’s response, Tusla, the Child and Family Agency is also 
responsible for the delivery of a range of services focusing on the welfare, protection and sup-
port for children, young people and their families which are key to supporting outcomes which 
assist in actively mitigating the impact of child poverty.

02/12/2015WRA04150Ministerial Meetings

02/12/2015WRA0420028. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he 
has had met with youth groups such as Future Voices Ireland, Soar Foundation, Youth Work Ire-
land, SpunOut.ie, Young Social Innovators and the Union of Students in Ireland regarding the 
welfare of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42681/15]

02/12/2015WRA04300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I have not had meetings 
with the youth groups referred to with regard to the person concerned.

02/12/2015WRA04350Early Childhood Care and Education Standards

02/12/2015WRA0440029. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the progress 
achieved in enhancing the training and up-skilling opportunities for persons working in the 
early education and child care sector which is an objective relevant to a number of commit-
ments contained in the “Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures” national policy framework for 
young persons. [42644/15]

02/12/2015WRA04500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Major progress has 
been made in improving qualifications in the early years sector in the past 5 years. Prior to the 
introduction of the Early Childhood Care and Education Programme (ECCE) Programme in 
2010, there was no minimum qualification for staff working in the early years sector. Under the 
ECCE programme, all pre-school leaders were required to hold a Level 5 qualification.  In ad-
dition, ECCE services could qualify for a higher capitation rate where all the pre-school leaders, 
in the ECCE room, held a Level 7 qualification, and all the pre-school assistants held a Level 
5 qualification. This represented a major step forward in improving the quality of early years 
services.
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When the Early Years Quality Agenda was introduced in 2013, in order to further improve 
quality in pre-school services, one of the items to be progressed was the introduction of a re-
quirement that all staff working with children in early years services should hold a qualification 
in early childhood care and education at a minimum of Level 5 on the National Qualifications 
Framework (NQF) or equivalent and that pre-school leaders in ECCE services would be re-
quired to hold a minimum Level 6 qualification, or equivalent.  These requirements will be fully 
introduced in 2016 following the publication of new Childcare Regulations. 

In order to support existing staff to achieve these minimum qualifications, the Government 
introduced a Learner Fund. €3.5m has been provided under this Fund since 2014 and more than 
3,000 staff have completed (or are currently completing training) to allow them to meet the 
minimum requirements. 

These initiatives and this investment have resulted in significant increases in the number of 
ECCE services under contract to deliver the ECCE Programme who now meet higher capitation 
criteria.

 - In 2010, a total of 3,787 ECCE services were under contract to deliver the ECCE Pro-
gramme. Of these: 82.0% met the basic capitation criteria, and 11.0% met the higher capitation 
criteria.

 - In 2015, a total of 4,371 ECCE services are under contract to deliver the ECCE Pro-
gramme. Of these: 72.0% meet the basic capitation criteria, and 28.0% met the higher capitation 
criteria.

Additionally, according to the findings from the Annual Survey of Early Years Services 
undertaken by Pobal on my Department’s behalf, there have also been significant increases in 
the number of staff in early years services who hold a qualification equal to or higher than NFQ 
Level 5 over the same time period:

 - In 2010, 71.4% of staff had a qualification equal to or higher than NFQ Level 5, and

 - In 2014, 86.8% of staff had a qualification equal to or higher than NFQ Level 5.

Further funding to improve  the qualifications in the early years sector was secured as part 
of Budget 2016. This includes:

 - €1.5 million, which will be directed towards a Learner Fund in 2016. I will announce 
details of this Learner Fund shortly. 

 - €1.5 million, which will fund the delivery of a ‘Higher Education Programme for In-
clusion Co-ordinators in Early Years Settings’ as part of the model of supports I recently an-
nounced to ensure children with a disability can access and meaningfully participate in the 
ECCE Programme. This funding will meet the costs for the first intake of participants (up to 
900 early years practitioners) who are expected to commence in this Programme in April 2016. 
It is envisaged that, over the next four years, at least 80 per cent of ECCE services will avail of 
this training fund, which will cost €1.5 million per annum.

In 2016, my Department will also continue to provide funding of €13 million for City and 
County Childcare Committees and National Voluntary Childcare Organisations to support the 
valuable work of these bodies in supporting early years’ services around the country, through 
training, continuing professional development programmes, networking and cluster-type sup-
port groups.
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02/12/2015WRB00150Early Childhood Care and Education Standards

02/12/2015WRB0020030. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the efforts 
he is making to ensure the professionalisation of child care workers; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42689/15]

02/12/2015WRB00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Major progress has 
been made in improving qualifications and supporting the professionalisation of the early years 
sector in the past 5 years. Prior to the introduction of the Early Childhood Care and Education 
Programme (ECCE) Programme in 2010, there was no minimum qualification for staff working 
in the early years sector. Under the ECCE programme, all pre-school leaders were required to 
hold a Level 5 qualification.  In addition, ECCE services could qualify for a higher capitation 
rate where all the pre-school leaders, in the ECCE room, held a Level 7 qualification, and all 
the pre-school assistants held a Level 5 qualification. This represented a major step forward in 
improving the quality of early years services.

When the Early Years Quality Agenda was introduced in 2013, in order to further improve 
quality in pre-school services, one of the items to be progressed was the introduction of a re-
quirement that all staff working with children in early years services should hold a qualification 
in early childhood care and education at a minimum of Level 5 on the National Qualifications 
Framework (NQF) or equivalent and that pre-school leaders in ECCE services would be re-
quired to hold a minimum Level 6 qualification, or equivalent.  These requirements will be fully 
introduced in 2016 following the publication of new Childcare Regulations. 

In order to support existing staff to achieve these minimum qualifications, the Government 
introduced a Learner Fund. €3.5m has been provided under this Fund since 2014 and more than 
3,000 staff have completed (or are currently completing training) to allow them to meet the 
minimum requirements. 

These initiatives and this investment have resulted in significant increases in the number of 
ECCE services under contract to deliver the ECCE Programme who now meet higher capitation 
criteria.

- In 2010, a total of 3,787 ECCE services were under contract to deliver the ECCE Pro-
gramme. Of these: 82.0% met the basic capitation criteria, and 11.0% met the higher capitation 
criteria.

- In 2015, a total of 4,371 ECCE services are under contract to deliver the ECCE Programme. 
Of these: 72.0% meet the basic capitation criteria, and 28.0% met the higher capitation criteria.

Additionally, according to the findings from the Annual Survey of Early Years Services 
undertaken by Pobal on my Department’s behalf, there have also been significant increases in 
the number of staff in early years services who hold a qualification equal to or higher than NFQ 
Level 5 over the same time period:

- In 2010, 71.4% of staff had a qualification equal to or higher than NFQ Level 5, and

- In 2014, 86.8% of staff had a qualification equal to or higher than NFQ Level 5.

Further funding to improve  the qualifications and support the professionalisation of the 
early years sector was secured as part of Budget 2016. This includes:

- €1.5 million, which will be directed towards a Learner Fund in 2016. I will announce de-
tails of this Learner Fund shortly.
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- €1.5 million, which will fund the delivery of a ‘Higher Education Programme for Inclusion 
Co-ordinators in Early Years Settings’ as part of the model of supports I recently announced 
to ensure children with a disability can access and meaningfully participate in the ECCE Pro-
gramme. This funding will meet the costs for the first intake of participants (up to 900 early 
years practitioners) who are expected to commence in this Programme in April 2016. It is en-
visaged that, over the next four years, at least 80 per cent of ECCE services will avail of this 
training fund, which will cost €1.5 million per annum.

In 2016, my Department will also continue to provide funding of €13 million for City and 
County Childcare Committees and National Voluntary Childcare Organisations to support the 
valuable work of these bodies in supporting early years’ services around the country, through 
training, continuing professional development programmes, networking and cluster-type sup-
port groups.

02/12/2015WRB00350Child Care Services Inspections

02/12/2015WRB0040031. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the level of 
progress that Tusla - Child and Family Agency is making in the registration and inspection of 
early years services under the Child and Family Agency Act 2014; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42686/15]

02/12/2015WRB00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The legislative changes 
to the Child Care Act 1991 which were enacted through the Child and Family Agency Act 2013 
include the requirement that every pre-school service must be registered with the Child and 
Family Agency before being permitted to operate.  Every pre-school service that was notified 
to the Health Service Executive prior to the commencement of the Child and Family Agency 
Act was deemed to be registered for a period of three years.  This requirement has been in place 
since the Act was commenced in January 2014.

The Child and Family Agency holds a register of all the services deemed registered in ac-
cordance with the Act, and new services registered since January 2014 are entered onto this 
register.

The legislation requires that every pre-school service that was deemed registered under the 
terms of the Act must be re-registered by 1 January 2017.  The Department is working with the 
Agency to ensure that this task will be completed within the required timeframe.

I secured additional funding of €1.1m in budget 2016 to support the Agency expand its 
Early Years Inspectorate.  This funding will be used by the Agency to recruit 17 additional staff, 
including additional Early Years Inspectors and a Registration Manager who will run a dedi-
cated Registration Office where all the administrative tasks associated with registration will be 
carried out.

The Deputy may wish to note that the Early Years Inspectorate had inspected 1,659 services 
by 30 September this year, an increase of 68% on the same period in 2014.

02/12/2015WRB00550Early Childhood Care and Education

02/12/2015WRB0060032. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
of funding to be allocated to County Donegal and the number of children to benefit from the 
recently announced new programme which will provide supports for children with disabilities 
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attending the free pre-school year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42674/15]

02/12/2015WRB00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The Early Childhood 
Care and Education (ECCE) Programme provides for free pre-school education for children 
before they commence primary school. 

I have been conscious for some time of the difficulty experienced by some children with a 
disability in accessing and benefiting fully from this Programme. With this in mind, I requested 
that an Inter-Departmental Group, led by my Department be established, with a brief to bring 
forward recommendations to address this issue.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the Group concluded its work and the recommen-
dations of this Group were fully accepted and funded by Government. I announced, as part of 
Budget 2016, the necessary funding to implement the new model of supports for children with a 
disability with costs for these supports estimated to be €15m in 2016 and with full year costs es-
timated to be €33m from 2017 onwards. This funding will be allocated on the basis of the needs 
of children and not on the basis of geographic location. Therefore, the proportion of this fund-
ing, which will be allocated to Donegal in any given Programme year cannot be determined.

I believe that this Group has identified a practical, workable model for meeting the needs of 
children with a disability and the allocation of funding is clear evidence of the Government’s 
commitment to supporting such children.

Moving forward from funding to implementation, I am very pleased to say that, on 18 
November last, the model of supports was launched by myself, together with my Government 
colleagues, Jan O’Sullivan, TD, Minister for Education and Skills and Kathleen Lynch, TD, 
Minister of State at the Department of Health.

When established, the new model will focus on the developmental level of children with 
disabilities, their functional ability and their needs. It will not focus on diagnosis, recognising 
that many children may not have a formal diagnosis at the time of presenting to pre-school. 

The model, when fully operational, will deliver seven levels of support to enable the full 
inclusion and meaningful participation of children with disabilities in the ECCE Programme. 
These supports move from universal (which will benefit all children), to highly targeted sup-
ports (which will benefit 1%-1.5% of children estimated to have very complex needs). Supports 
include: enhanced continuing professional development for early years practitioners; grants for 
equipment, appliances and minor alterations, increased capitation for certain children with very 
complex needs, as well as access to therapeutic intervention. 

The new model will take some time to be fully established as capacity needs to be built in 
the early years sector, but the planned front-loading and on-going investment will result in all 
children with a disability having their pre-school needs met. The implementation of all seven 
levels of supports is the next step in the process and in that regard, two groups have been estab-
lished to oversee and implement the new model.

The first group, the Cross Sectoral Implementation Group, will oversee and monitor imple-
mentation, while the second group, the Project Group, will implement the model for roll-out by 
September 2016, recognising that some elements will take somewhat longer to fully implement 
as capacity needs to be built into the system. 

In the meantime, the Deputy should be aware that currently the ECCE Programme makes 
special provision for children with a disability to access the ECCE programme. Measures in-
clude an exemption from the upper age limit for qualification where a child is developmentally 
delayed and would benefit from starting primary school at a later age.  In addition, children with 
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special needs can apply to have the pre-school year split over two years on a pro-rata basis, for 
example availing of the Programme for 2 days a week in the first year and for 3 days a week in 
the second year and this will continue to be an option for parents.

02/12/2015WRB00750Domestic Violence Refuges Provision

02/12/2015WRB0080033. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 12 of 21 October 2015, his progress in resolving the issue of funding 
of Cuan Álainn women’s refuge in Tallaght, Dublin 24. [42650/15]

02/12/2015WRB00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I facilitated a meeting 
with Respond on 3 November, at its request, to get an account of the nature of the service pro-
vided, the reasons behind the decision to close Cuan Álainn, and to get a better understanding 
of Respond’s previous interaction with state bodies in relation to the Centre.

Cuan Álainn, in the main, provides second stage residential accommodation for persons 
whose emergency needs arising from domestic violence have been met.

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, in discharging its statutory responsibility, funds emer-
gency refuge services for adults and children fleeing domestic violence, as well as providing 
a range of ongoing community supports. Tusla will continue to provide such supports in the 
future. 

Respond informed me that it is not accepting any new referrals to the Cuan Álainn. At the 
time of the meeting there were five families in residence at Cuan Álainn. Permanent accom-
modation had been secured for two of the families. The remaining three families residing at 
the Centre required to be housed.  The local housing authorities are best placed to address such 
needs.  It was reassuring to hear that should the Centre close, Respond will be in a position to 
ensure that they find accommodation elsewhere.

At the meeting, Respond outlined how it decided to build the facility on foot of its own 
needs analysis, which determined that the area did not need another domestic violence refuge, 
but there was a need for move-on accommodation for those using emergency refuges.

In general, Cuan Álainn provides transitional housing for survivors of domestic violence 
after their emergency needs have been met. The majority of referrals to the Centre are from 
existing domestic violence refuges already funded by Tusla.

Each of the families at the Centre has housing needs, and these are best provided through 
mainstream housing supports via local authorities.

I advised Respond that I would contact my colleague, the Minister for Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government to establish what can be done to assist the families involved, 
particularly in light of the housing needs of the families who reside at the Centre. I have done 
that and also asked Minister Kelly to ensure that there is further engagement by the relevant 
local authorities with Respond regarding the future of the service.

I would also like to assure the Deputy that Tusla will continue to work closely with these 
families by providing appropriate community supports.

02/12/2015WRB00950Children in Care
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02/12/2015WRB0100034. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the actions he 
is taking in response to the most recent Health Information and Quality Authority inspection 
report which highlights the lack of suitable placements to meet the needs of some young per-
sons in care due to the closure of high-support units, which has meant that many young persons 
with complex needs are currently in mainstream and adult residential care; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [42685/15]

02/12/2015WRB01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I welcome the fact 
that, over the past two years, the Health Information & Quality Authority (HIQA) has looked at 
Tusla’s children’s residential centres work with children whose behaviour is very challenging. 
HIQA’s findings are mixed, by and large showing a committed staff dealing with young people, 
some of whom have serious emotional and behavioural difficulties. The age profile of children 
in residential centres has risen over the last number of years, and now approximately half the 
young people resident are aged 16 and 17 years. Some of these young people will have come 
into care recently, while others will have experienced the breakdown of other care placements, 
including foster care. In some instances the young person’s behaviour will have triggered the 
breakdown, in other instances it may be a response to repeated disrupted relationships and poor 
self esteem.  I want to emphasise that unlike Special Care, children are not detained in residen-
tial centres, nor were they detained in High Support Centres either. 

The majority of children’s residential centres are, de facto, providing high support care.  
Across the country there are 160 centres, including private and community based caring for 
337 children. There are, at a minimum, two staff on duty and, when needed, this number is 
increased.  This shows an average of 2 young people per centre, although of course the number 
of children in a centre will range from 1 to approximately 4.  98% of children in residential 
care have an allocated social worker (329). Young people placed in community based centres 
who have serious emotional and behavioural problems, and who are being considered for spe-
cial care, are linked with the Assessment, Consultation and Therapy Service (ACTS) multi-
disciplinary therapeutic team.  Further specialist supports are also routinely made available as 
needed and many centres have specialist skill-sets, therapeutic modalities, or links with same, 
in their local communities to meet the varying need of the young people in their care. Tusla 
managers and staff are fully aware of the emotional and mental health needs of children in care.  
While the term High Support is not currently used,  high support care is provided, through Tusla 
placements and also, privately commissioned residential and foster placements, with access to 
specialist psychological and psychotherapeutic play opportunities.

I believe the Deputy’s question refers to the inspection report published by HIQA on the 
5th of November 2015, where a focused inspection was carried out on a children’s residential 
centre in the Dublin Mid-Leinster region. This unannounced, themed inspection, focused solely 
on how the needs of children who display challenging behaviour are met. The HIQA inspection 
report found that of the seven standards inspected in the centre, only one was fully met, five 
required some aspect of improvement and significant risk was identified in one standard. This 
latter standard outlined the risk to the safety of the young people due to their behaviour when 
outside the centre. 

Inspectors  found that staff worked in partnership with the social work department, parents 
and other professionals to try to manage these risks; however their interventions  did not have 
the desired effect, at the time of the inspection, to stop dangerous behaviour by the young peo-
ple. The report outlines how the staff and management of the centre demonstrated a real com-
mitment to the young people in their care, despite their challenging behaviour. However, HIQA 
determined that the risk taking behaviour of the young people was such that other interventions 
should have been put in place. 
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I am fully aware of the serious challenge faced by the Department and Tusla in working 
with this group of young people.  Reports from the National Review Panel provide sufficient 
evidence of the tragic outcome for some young people who take risks with their own lives and 
safety. In order to improve outcomes, Tusla has established a working group to reviewing strat-
egy for alternative care, and two of my officials are members of the group. Separately, senior 
managers in Tusla and officials in my Department are in discussions about how best to meet the 
needs of some of these young people to secure their safety and future.

02/12/2015WRB01150Domestic Violence Refuges Provision

02/12/2015WRB0120035. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his views on a 
refuge centre (details supplied) in Dublin 24 that has housed 71 women and 96 children fleeing 
domestic violence since 2012; if he has met with Respond Housing Association, as he stated; 
his plans to prevent this crucial refuge from closing on 12 December 2015; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [42642/15]

02/12/2015WRB01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I facilitated a meet-
ing with Respond on 3 November, at its request, to get an account of the nature of the service 
provided, the reasons behind the decision to close the service, and to get a better understanding 
of Respond’s previous interaction with state bodies in relation to the Centre referred to by the 
Deputy.

The Centre, in the main, provides second stage residential accommodation for persons 
whose emergency needs arising from domestic violence have been met.

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, in discharging its statutory responsibility, funds emer-
gency refuge services for adults and children fleeing domestic violence, as well as providing 
a range of ongoing community supports. Tusla will continue to provide such supports in the 
future. 

Respond informed me that it is not accepting any new referrals to the Centre. At the time 
of the meeting there were five families in residence at the Centre. Permanent accommodation 
had been secured for two of the families. The remaining three families residing at the Centre 
required to be housed.  The local housing authorities are best placed to address such needs.  It 
was reassuring to hear that should the Centre close, Respond will be in a position to ensure that 
they find accommodation elsewhere.

At the meeting, Respond outlined how it decided to build the Cuan Álainn Centre on foot of 
its own needs analysis, which determined that the area did not need another domestic violence 
refuge, but there was a need for move-on accommodation for those using emergency refuges.

In general, the Centre provides transitional housing for survivors of domestic violence after 
their emergency needs have been met. The majority of referrals to the Centre are from existing 
domestic violence refuges already funded by Tusla.

Each of the families at the Centre has housing needs, and these are best provided through 
mainstream housing supports via local authorities.

I advised Respond that I would contact my colleague, the Minister for Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government to establish what can be done to assist the families involved, 
particularly in light of the housing needs of the families who reside at the Cuan Álainn Centre. 
I have done that and also asked Minister Kelly to ensure that there is further engagement by the 
relevant local authorities with Respond regarding the future of the service.
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I would also like to assure the Deputy that Tusla will continue to work closely with these 
families by providing appropriate community supports.

02/12/2015WRB01350Early Childhood Care and Education

02/12/2015WRB0140036. Deputy Helen McEntee asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to 
a Topical Issue debate (details supplied) on 12 November 2015, for an update on his efforts to 
provide equal access to pre-school for all children, including children with a disability or dis-
abilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42502/15]

02/12/2015WRB01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The Early Childhood 
Care and Education (ECCE) Programme provides for free pre-school education for children 
before they commence primary school. 

I have been conscious for some time of the difficulty experienced by some children with a 
disability in accessing and benefiting fully from this Programme. With this in mind, I requested 
that an Inter-Departmental Group, led by my Department be established, with a brief to bring 
forward recommendations to address this issue.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the Group concluded its work and the recommen-
dations of this Group were fully accepted and funded by Government. I announced, as part of 
Budget 2016, the necessary funding to implement the new model of supports for children with 
a disability with costs for these supports estimated to be €15m in 2016 and with full year costs 
estimated to be €33m from 2017 onwards.

I believe that this Group has identified a practical, workable model for meeting the needs of 
children with a disability and the allocation of funding is clear evidence of the Government’s 
commitment to supporting such children.

Moving forward from funding to implementation, I am very pleased to say that, on 18 
November last, the model of supports was launched by myself, together with my Government 
colleagues, Jan O’Sullivan, TD, Minister for Education and Skills and Kathleen Lynch, TD, 
Minister of State at the Department of Health.

When established, the new model will focus on the developmental level of children with 
disabilities, their functional ability and their needs. It will not focus on diagnosis, recognising 
that many children may not have a formal diagnosis at the time of presenting to pre-school. 

The model, when fully operational, will deliver seven levels of support to enable the full 
inclusion and meaningful participation of children with disabilities in the ECCE Programme. 
These supports, which move from universal to highly targeted supports based on the needs of 
the child, include: enhanced continuing professional development for early years practitioners; 
grants for equipment, appliances and minor alterations, increased capitation for certain children 
with very complex needs, as well as access to therapeutic intervention. 

The new model will take some time to be fully established as capacity needs to be built in 
the early years sector, but the planned front-loading and on-going investment will result in all 
children with a disability having their pre-school needs met. The implementation of all seven 
levels of supports is the next step in the process and in that regard, two groups have been estab-
lished to oversee and implement the new model.

The first group, the Cross Sectoral Implementation Group, will oversee and monitor imple-
mentation, while the second group, the Project Group, will implement the model for roll-out by 
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September 2016, recognising that some elements will take somewhat longer to fully implement 
as capacity needs to be built into the system. 

In the meantime, the Deputy should be aware that currently the ECCE Programme makes 
special provision for children with a disability to access the ECCE programme. Measures in-
clude an exemption from the upper age limit for qualification where a child is developmentally 
delayed and would benefit from starting primary school at a later age.  In addition, children with 
special needs can apply to have the pre-school year split over two years on a pro-rata basis, for 
example availing of the Programme for 2 days a week in the first year and for 3 days a week in 
the second year and this will continue to be an option for parents.

02/12/2015WRB01550Domestic Violence

02/12/2015WRB0160037. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will make 
prioritise the restoration of funding that was cut to domestic abuse and violence services, given 
the increase in Tusla - Child and Family Agency services for 2016. [42683/15]

02/12/2015WRB01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Tusla, the Child and 
Family Agency, has statutory responsibility for the care and protection of victims of domestic, 
sexual or gender based violence whether in the context of the family or otherwise.

This year, Tusla provided over €19 million euro in funding for the provision of domestic 
and sexual violence services. This funding is allocated to specialist organisations responding 
to sexual and domestic violence and includes funding for 60 domestic and sexual violence ser-
vices throughout the country comprising:

- Over €15m for 44 organisations providing domestic violence support services, including 
20 emergency refuges.

- €4m for 16 rape crisis centres.

Future planning for domestic violence and sexual violence services will seek to address 
gaps, avoid duplication and support effective delivery of frontline services nationally. Develop-
ments for domestic and sexual violence services in Ireland will be considered as part of Tusla’s 
future commissioning processes.

As the Deputy will be aware, I announced a significant increase in the funding allocation to 
Tusla for next year. Tusla will have available to it some €676 million in funding, representing 
an increase of €38 million over 2015. The precise level of funding to be provided to services 
for victims of domestic violence will be considered by Tusla in developing its Business Plan for 
2016, which will be sent to me for consideration.

Tusla will communicate with individual funded organisations about funding arrangements 
for 2016 at the earliest opportunity. 

The Government, since its establishment, has attached particular priority to supporting vul-
nerable children and families and the significant increase in funding being made available to 
Tusla next year represents further evidence of our delivery on this ambition.

I would like to assure the Deputy that I and Tusla will continue to support the provision of 
services for victims of domestic violence. Developing  stronger, more effective and responsive 
services will continue to be a key priority for me as Minister for Children and Youth Affairs.
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02/12/2015WRB01750Child Care Services Regulation

02/12/2015WRB0180038. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when he will 
publish revised child care regulations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42649/15]

02/12/2015WRB01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): In order to provide 
for the implementation of the legislative changes to the Child Care Act 1991, which were en-
acted through the Child and Family Agency Act 2013, it was necessary to carry out a root and 
branch re-examination of the 2006 Child Care Regulations, including a re-structuring of the 
Regulations in line with the latest drafting practices.  This exercise has proven to be more time-
consuming than originally envisaged, and my Department is continuing to work closely with 
the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel to finalise the text of the new Regulations.  I hope to be 
in a position to publish the new Regulations shortly.

02/12/2015WRB01950

02/12/2015WRB0200039. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he is satis-
fied with the role he and Túsla - Child and Family Agency have played in the welfare of chil-
dren in direct provision and if any measures are under way to improve the provision of care; the 
measures he is taking to ensure that any refugee children will be given the care they need upon 
arrival; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42543/15]

02/12/2015WRB02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): My colleague, the Min-
ister for Justice and Equality has primary responsibility in the areas of asylum and immigration 
including the direct provision system.

With regard to the welfare of children in Direct Provision centres, there are a range of 
supports available to families resident within the centres facilitated by several Government 
Departments and Agencies.  The needs of children in Direct Provision include education, child 
care such as preschool, medical and health issues. Tusla provides support services directly to 
families as well as advice on aspects of child raising in this country.

Children living in Direct Provision are in the care of their parent(s). The Protection Process 
Working Group reported to the Minister for Justice and Equality recently. There were key find-
ings and recommendations concerned with the development, welfare, protection and education 
of children. I continue to support the Minister for Justice and Equality in her drive to implement 
change in this area and improve the lives of those who need to avail of the protection process.

Where there are concerns about the welfare, safety or well-being of a child in Direct Provi-
sion, these are reported to Tusla in accordance with Children First guidelines. Tusla has been 
working closely with the Reception and Integration Agency (RIA) of the Department of Justice 
and Equality, which has responsibility for accommodation in the Direct Provision system, and 
on information sharing protocols. Tusla provides additional supports in some centres such as 
preschool, family support and advice. 

Tusla also has a role in providing care and protection for children seeking asylum who pres-
ent without their parent or customary care giver under Tusla’s Equity of Care Policy. These chil-
dren are placed in the care of the State, with Tusla, and following a short period of residential 
assessment, are placed in foster care and, in a small number of cases, in residential care. Tusla 
has a dedicated Social Work team to deal with this vulnerable cohort and the State is duty bound 
by international and domestic law to protect and provide for separated children in the same way 
as it does for children normally resident in the State.
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02/12/2015WRB02150Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

02/12/2015WRB0220040. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if a 
person (details supplied) has sufficient social protection contributions to qualify for a disability 
benefit or an invalidity pension; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43047/15]

02/12/2015WRB02300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Illness benefit is a 
payment for people who cannot work due to illness and who satisfy the pay related social insur-
ance (PRSI) contribution conditions.  One of the PRSI conditions is that a person must have a 
minimum of 39 reckonable contributions paid or credited in the governing contribution year. 
Claims made in 2015 are governed by the 2013 tax year, and only PRSI Classes A, E, H, and P 
are reckonable for illness benefit purposes.  According to the Department’s records, it appears 
that the person concerned does not satisfy the PRSI contribution criteria for illness benefit.

Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are permanently incapable of work 
because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay-related social insurance (PRSI) con-
tribution conditions.  To qualify for IP claimants must, inter-alia, have at least 260 (5 years) 
paid PRSI contributions since entering social insurance and 48 contributions paid or credited in 
the last complete contribution year before the date of their claim. Only PRSI classes A, E or H 
contributions are reckonable for IP purposes.

According to the Department’s records, it appears that the person concerned does not satisfy 
the PRSI contribution criteria for IP.  However entitlement to illness benefit and invalidity pen-
sion can only be definitively determined on receipt of the completed claim forms.

  Question No. 41 withdrawn.

02/12/2015WRB02450Disability Allowance Payments

02/12/2015WRB0250042. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when ar-
rears of a payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare under the disabil-
ity allowance scheme. [43055/15]

02/12/2015WRB02600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Arrears of disability 
allowance for the person concerned have been calculated. However the person in question has 
an outstanding debt owed to the department which must be addressed. The Department will 
be in contact with her shortly to discuss ongoing arrangements to recover the debt which may 
include with-holding of some of the arrears.

02/12/2015WRB02650Social Welfare Code

02/12/2015WRB0270043. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
why illness benefit and family income supplement are not included in the 2015 Christmas bonus 
scheme. [43056/15]

02/12/2015WRB02800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): On Budget Day, I 
was pleased to announce a 75% Christmas bonus, which is being paid this week to over 1.2 
million beneficiaries of all schemes to which the bonus previously applied. Illness Benefit and 
Family Income Supplement (FIS) were never eligible for the bonus in the past and similar ar-
rangements apply this year.
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While the short-term Illness Benefit scheme is not eligible for the bonus, long-term illness/
disability payments are eligible.  In this regard, persons who are permanently incapable of work 
may be eligible for the non-means tested Invalidity Pension (subject to satisfying the relevant 
medical criteria). Persons who are substantially restricted in undertaking suitable employment 
arising from a medical condition may be eligible for the means tested Disability Allowance 
(subject to the relevant medical criteria). All recipients of both of these payments are eligible 
for the Christmas Bonus. 

As a result of Budget 2016, FIS recipients will benefit from the income thresholds increas-
ing by €5 for families with one child and by €10 for families with two or more children from 
January. For a person in receipt of Family Income Supplement with two children, this will result 
in an increase in income of €6 per week, which is worth €312 over the course of the year. 

FIS recipients will also benefit from the increase in Child Benefit by €5, from €135 to €140 
per month. 

Finally, FIS recipients may also benefit from the USC changes introduced by my colleague, 
the Minister for Finance.

02/12/2015WRB02850Social Welfare Schemes

02/12/2015WRB0290044. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
qualifying criteria for the part-time job incentive scheme; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [43058/15]

02/12/2015WRB03000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The part-time job 
incentive scheme is a non-statutory scheme, which allows people who are long-term unem-
ployed to take up part-time employment for less than 24 hours per week and receive a special 
weekly income supplement.  Participants on the scheme are expected to continue to make ef-
forts to find full-time work.  There are currently 381 participants on the scheme with a budget 
of just under €2 million for 2015.

To qualify for the part-time job incentive scheme a person must be in receipt of jobseeker’s 
allowance for at least 390 days.  In addition, a person must have been in receipt of a higher 
jobseeker’s payment rate than the appropriate part-time job incentive supplement payable. The 
part-time job incentive supplement rate is €119 per week for a single person and €193.90 per 
week where an individual was getting an increase for a qualified adult.  There is no increase for 
qualified children.  

I recently sought and received special sanction from the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform to extend the part time job incentive scheme to customers who have exited the one 
parent family payment due to the scheme reforms.  This sanction is specifically for former one-
parent family payment recipients whose youngest child is aged 14 or over, who are working 
more than 3 days out of 7 and, as such would not be entitled to jobseeker’s allowance. This par-
ticular extension to the scheme will be available to participants for one year giving them time to 
increase their hours to 19 per week and qualify for the family income supplement. 

Although the part-time job incentive scheme is a small non statutory scheme, it can provide 
assistance to long term unemployed who can only find part-time work and who fail the ‘4 in 7’ 
jobseeker’s rule or do not qualify for FIS. 

Any change to the qualifying criteria for the part-time job incentive scheme would have to 
be considered in a budgetary context.
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02/12/2015WRB03050Disability Allowance Applications

02/12/2015WRB0310045. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
status of an application for a disability allowance by a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43062/15]

02/12/2015WRB03200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The disability al-
lowance (DA) application from the person in question was disallowed on 23 October 2015 be-
cause a deciding officer decided that he did not satisfy the medical conditions for DA purposes. 

The person concerned was advised of the option to submit further medical evidence and/or 
lodge an appeal directly to the Social Welfare Appeals Office.  The Department has no record 
of receiving additional evidence is this case, however that may be because it has been very 
recently received.

02/12/2015WRB03250Disability Allowance Applications

02/12/2015WRB0330046. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
status of an application for a disability allowance by a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43070/15]

02/12/2015WRB03400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Following a suc-
cessful appeal, the person in question has been awarded a disability allowance payment with 
effect from 9 October 2013. First payment was on 26 August 2015. Arrears issued to the person 
in question by their chosen payment method on 30 November 2015.

02/12/2015WRB03450Social Welfare Payments Administration

02/12/2015WRB0350047. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Pro-
tection if she will review cases where maintenance orders have been awarded by the courts and 
where these orders were not complied with; if she is aware that social protection payments have 
been reduced because of these orders and arrears of thousands of euros remain outstanding on 
unpaid maintenance; and if there are procedures in place where a social protection application 
can be reviewed because of non-payment of maintenance orders. [43083/15]

02/12/2015WRB03600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The issue of mainte-
nance payments is first and foremost a private matter for the person concerned, and if the matter 
cannot be resolved, for the courts through family law provisions.

If a court order for maintenance is not being complied with, it is possible to apply to the 
Court for an enforcement order.  In the interim, if a social welfare payment is reduced on foot of 
a court order for maintenance and the Department subsequently receives proof of non– payment 
of this order, the rate of the social welfare payment can be reviewed and increased accordingly. 

Under family law, it is possible to apply to the court for an Attachment of Earnings Order.  
Such an Order can be sought if the person is in employment, on a social welfare payment or on 
a private pension, resulting in the maintenance being deducted at the source.  Under the Family 
Law Act 1995, it is possible to apply for this attachment at the initial maintenance hearing, if 
the person applying to court fears that there will be a default of maintenance.
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02/12/2015WRB03650Social Welfare Schemes

02/12/2015WRB0370048. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
estimate and actual expenditure on the wage subsidy scheme, the workplace equipment and ad-
aptation grant, the employee retention grant and the disability awareness support scheme from 
2011 to 2015 to date, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43090/15]

02/12/2015WRB03800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The data sought by 
the Deputy, where available, is set out in the following tables with the latest figures. 

The work place equipment adaptation grant scheme, the employee retention grant scheme 
and the disability awareness training scheme are demand led schemes that form part of the rea-
sonable accommodation fund for the employment of people with disabilities. Given the small 
size of each of these grants, a separate estimate for each of these schemes is not set out in the 
revised estimates volume and only actual expenditure from 2012 onwards is available.  

Table 1: Wage Subsidy Scheme

Year Estimated Budgetary expen-
diture (€ million)

Actual expenditure (€ mil-
lion)

2011 11.25 10.06
2012 10.85 10.57
2013 10.85 11.04
2014 10.85 12.59
2015 10.85 13.84* 
* End October Figure

Table 2: Expenditure: Other Grants/Schemes 

  Year Employee retention 
grant scheme

Workplace equip-
ment adaptation 
grant scheme

Disability Awareness 
Training Scheme

2012 €4,320 €71,176 €2,430
2013 €0 €81,724 €834
2014 €0 €61,776 €3,760
2015* €0 €46,558 €6,214
 * End October Figure

02/12/2015WRB03850National Internship Scheme Data

02/12/2015WRB0390049. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
number of persons who are availing of the internship programme in 2015; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [43109/15]

02/12/2015WRB04000Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Kevin Humphreys): 
JobBridge, the National Internship Scheme, was introduced in July 2011 in response to the un-
precedented collapse in the economy – particularly the sharp increase in unemployment and a 
high level of involuntary emigration and negative growth.

The scheme aims to provide unemployed people with the opportunity to secure work expe-
rience and to prove their competence to prospective employers, thereby breaking the vicious 
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cycle of “no work, no experience; no experience, no work”. 

Since the inception of JobBridge, a total of 44,551 internships have started, of which 8,192 
of those internships commenced in 2015.  As at 26 November, 2015, there were 4,844 individu-
als on an internship.

02/12/2015WRC00150Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

02/12/2015WRC0020050. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if per-
sons who were previously on a jobseeker’s allowance and who were moved onto a supplemen-
tary welfare payment due to illness, but who are not entitled to illness benefit due to a lack of 
stamps, are entitled to the Christmas bonus in 2015, given that they are unable to seek work and 
are financially vulnerable; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43121/15]

02/12/2015WRC00300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): On Budget Day, I 
was pleased to announce a 75% Christmas Bonus, which is being paid this week to over 1.2 
million long-term social welfare beneficiaries, such as pensioners, people with disabilities, and 
carers.

Long-term recipients of Jobseeker’s Allowance (JA) or Supplementary Welfare Allowance 
(SWA) are eligible for the bonus if they have been in receipt of their payment for 15 months, 
in recognition of their being wholly or mostly dependent on their social welfare payment for 
income.

In the situation outlined by the Deputy, if a person has been in receipt of SWA for 15 months, 
then he or she will be eligible to receive the Christmas Bonus.  Time spent on another qualifying 
scheme immediately prior to the award of a SWA claim may also be used to establish eligibility, 
which includes time spent on Jobseeker’s Allowance. Individuals in this situation should attend 
or contact their local office to establish their eligibility for the Bonus.

02/12/2015WRC00350Disability Allowance Payments

02/12/2015WRC0040051. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when 
a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive arrears of a Disability Allowance; the 
reason for the delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43123/15]

02/12/2015WRC00500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Disability allow-
ance arrears, less any overlapping payment received in the period, will issue to the person in 
question by their chosen payment method on 2 December 2015.

02/12/2015WRC00550Domiciliary Care Allowance Payments

02/12/2015WRC0060052. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
status of an application for arrears under the domiciliary care allowance by a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43143/15]

02/12/2015WRC00700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person con-
cerned requested a review of the award date for her application on the 27 October 2015.  The 
award date was revised on review and notification of this decision issued on 26 November 
2015. Arrears due will issue with her regular payment on 15 December 2015.
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02/12/2015WRC00750Carer’s Allowance Applications

02/12/2015WRC0080053. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the status of a review of a carer’s allowance for a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43149/15]

02/12/2015WRC00900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Following a review 
of carer’s allowance, the person concerned has been awarded an increase of the allowance with 
effect from 23 December 2010.  The first payment at the increased rate was issued to the per-
son’s nominated post office on 26 November 2015.  

Arrears of allowance due from 23 Dec 2010 to 18 November 2015 will issue shortly.

  Question No. 54 withdrawn.

02/12/2015WRC01050Back to Education Allowance Applications

02/12/2015WRC0110055. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
review an application for the back to education allowance by a person (details supplied) in 
County Limerick, given new documentary evidence; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [43196/15]

02/12/2015WRC01200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): This matter is being 
examined in the Department and a reply will issue directly to the Deputy within the next couple 
of days.

02/12/2015WRC01250Disability Allowance Payments

02/12/2015WRC0130056. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding arrears of payments; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [43197/15]

02/12/2015WRC01400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There has been an 
increase in the number of DA applications being received and decided over the past 18 months.  
This has led to an increase in the time being taken to process and issue arrears to successful 
applicants who were in receipt of another weekly social welfare payment during the period 
covered by the arrears.  The Department keeps waiting times for its various payments under 
constant review and, as far as possible, endeavours to minimise delays for customers.

There are approximately 1500 disability allowance (DA) arrears currently awaiting action 
by a deciding officer.  This number should be taken in the context of the current average number 
of DA applications processed per week, which is approximately 630.

Where an application for DA is being awarded and where no other social welfare payment 
was being received by the person in question since the date of the DA application, arrears issue 
immediately.  However, in the majority of cases, the DA customer has been receiving another 
weekly social welfare payment while they were awaiting a decision on their DA application.  In 
those cases, the amount paid to the person in question in the relevant period must be confirmed 
with the relevant Intreo office/scheme area so that the correct adjustment may be made to the 
arrears due.  In some cases, once adjustment is made for the overlapping payment, arrears may 
be quite small or there may not be any arrears due at all.  However, in such cases, it takes a 
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number of weeks for the arrears to be finalised and issued.

02/12/2015WRC01450State Bodies Code of Conduct

02/12/2015WRC0150057. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the rules, regulations 
and protocols applying to senior executives in State or semi-State companies relating to receiv-
ing and declaring benefits-in-kind, gifts, etc, particularly where conflicts of interest may arise 
in terms of discharging of duties or if there are tax implications; if he will provide a detailed list 
of the gifts, benefits, services, club memberships, etc, that may constitute benefit-in-kind and 
that should either not be accepted at all or publicly declared; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43094/15]

02/12/2015WRC01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that, with effect from 1 January 2004, PAYE, PRSI and USC must be operated by 
employers in respect of the taxable value of benefits-in-kind such as private use of a company 
car, free or subsidised accommodation, preferential loans, the payment of club subscriptions, 
medical insurance premiums and other non-cash benefits provided by them for their employees. 

In addition any payments, gifts or benefits given to an employee, in relation to the exercise  
of the duties of their employment, by a third party connected with the employer are also charge-
able to PAYE, PRSI, and USC. Where a benefit is provided to an employee by such a third party, 
that person is responsible for accounting for the PAYE, PRSI, and USC.

Benefits which are provided by a third party will not give rise to an income tax  charge 
where:

-  the provider of the benefit and the employer of the individual are not connected, either 
directly or indirectly, in any way,

-  there is no reciprocal arrangement or scheme in place between the third party and the 
employer or anyone connected with the employer, and

-  the employer of the individual has not incurred, either directly or indirectly, any expense 
in relation to the benefit

Details are available within Revenues Employers guide to BIK which is available at the 
following address: http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/it/leaflets/benefit-in-kind/third-party-benefits.
html 

I am also advised by the Revenue Commissioners that a form of capital acquisitions tax 
called gift tax is payable on the market value of a gift, which includes real property or the free 
use, occupation or enjoyment of property. There are various lifetime tax-free thresholds appli-
cable, depending on the relationship between the donor and the beneficiary, below which gift 
tax is not payable. Gift tax on any amount above the particular threshold is currently charged 
at the rate of 33%. The threshold that applies to gifts between unrelated parties is currently 
€15,075.    

There is a cumulative annual exemption of €3,000 for gifts taken by any one person from 
any one donor in each calendar year. 

I am advised by my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform that the Eth-
ics in Public Office Act 1995 sets out, in Schedule 2, the registerable interests which must be de-
clared by senior public officials and those in designated positions of employment or designated 
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directorships. Such interests include certain gifts received by such persons. Declarable interests 
also extend to the interests of the spouse or child of the person of which he or she has actual 
knowledge and which could materially influence the person in or in relation to the performance 
of the functions of the position. In any case where such a function falls to be performed and he 
or she has knowledge that he or she or a connected person has a material interest in a matter to 
which the function relates, the official is not permitted to perform the function unless there are 
compelling reasons requiring him or her to do so.

Where a person to whom the 1995 Act applies has an interest that is not specified in the Sec-
ond Schedule or has actual knowledge that his or her spouse or a child of the person or of his or 
her spouse has such an interest, the person may at any time prepare a statement of the interest 
and furnish it to the appropriate person or persons to whom such a statement is required.

02/12/2015WRC01650Tax Collection

02/12/2015WRC0170058. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent of any income 
tax liabilities outstanding and affecting the estate of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43097/15]

02/12/2015WRC01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that having regard to the confidentiality provisions in section 851A of the Taxes 
Consolidation Act, 1997, and given that it is not clear on whose behalf the question is asked, 
Revenue is precluded from providing the information requested.  

Revenue has suggested that the personal representative or administrator of the estate con-
cerned contact the Meath Revenue District, Abbey Mall, Abbey Road, Navan, Co Meath at 
046-9033600 and all relevant matters can be clarified.

02/12/2015WRC01850Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland

02/12/2015WRC0190059. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number and names of lend-
ers who have availed of funds from the Strategic Banking Corporation, and the value of Stra-
tegic Banking Corporation of Ireland funds distributed to each one of these in 2015 to date. 
[43100/15]

02/12/2015WRC02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Strategic Banking Corporation of 
Ireland (SBCI) was incorporated in September 2014 and since then the SBCI has made consid-
erable progress in building relations with lending partners and in constructing the complex op-
erational capability required to bring products to market. These include establishing operational 
capability with funders and lending partners, building internal systems and business processes 
and establishing a team to safely and effectively manage the funding provided on behalf of the 
State. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the SBCI launched its first product programme on the 19 Feb-
ruary 2015 and lending commenced on the 9 March 2015 through Bank of Ireland and Allied 
Irish Banks Plc. In recent weeks, agreements have been signed with two new on-lenders; Fi-
nance Ireland and Merrion Fleet Management. A total funding of €476m has been committed 
to the four on-lenders. The breakdown is as follows:   

On-Lender Funding Committed 
Allied Irish Banks (AIB) €200 M
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Bank of Ireland (BOI) €200 M
Finance Ireland €51 M
Merrion Fleet Management €25 M 
 Approximately €110m has been lent to 3200 SMEs up to the end of September 2015.

02/12/2015WRC02050Departmental Agencies Staff Remuneration

02/12/2015WRC0210060. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of staff who were 
on a total remuneration package including pension payments, allowances and benefits of be-
tween €100,000 and €200,000, €200,001 and €300,000, €300,001 and €400,000, €401,000 and 
€500,000, and of €500,000 plus, at all of the covered banking institutions, the National Treasury 
Management Agency and National Asset Management Agency, in the years 2014 and 2015 to 
date,  in tabular form. [43130/15]

02/12/2015WRC02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Following my request, the Irish banks 
in which the State has a majority ownership position now publish remuneration information on 
their websites and I have provided a link to the published documents for further information. 
The figures provided relate to the status at year end 2014, as information for 2015 won’t be 
available until early next year following the close off of annual accounts.

AIB

https://investorrelations.aib.ie/content/dam/aib/investorrelations/docs/shareholder-infor-
mation/salary-and-remuneration-data-as-at-31-december-2014.pdf  

PTSB

http://www.permanenttsbgroup.ie/investors/reports-and-presentations/other-docu-
ments/2015.aspx  

Bank of Ireland

The publicly available information in relation to remuneration is contained within the Bank 
of Ireland annual report for the year ended 31 December 2014, which can be found at https://
www.bankofireland.com/fs/doc/wysiwyg/boi-annual-report-2014.pdf  

NTMA

All NAMA staff are employees of the NTMA and under Section 42 of the National Asset 
Management Agency Act 2009, the NTMA assigns staff to NAMA. NAMA reimburses the 
NTMA for the costs of staff assigned to NAMA.

http://www.ntma.ie/download/publications/NTMAAnnualReport2014.pdf  

Employees of the NTMA are members of the NTMA defined benefit superannuation scheme 
or else have Personal Retirement Savings Accounts. The pension benefits of members of the 
NTMA superannuation scheme prior to 1 January 2010 are based on final salary. The pension 
benefits of members who joined the scheme on or after 1 January 2010 are based on career av-
erage earnings. The NTMA superannuation scheme is a funded scheme, rather than funded on 
a pay as you go basis.

02/12/2015WRC02250Pension Provisions
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02/12/2015WRC0230061. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he has given any consid-
eration to allowing Irish persons who have emigrated for economic reasons to transfer their 
pensions, up to a certain threshold, to their country of residence, including to outside the Euro-
pean Union, without penal taxes being applied; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43134/15]

02/12/2015WRC02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The transfer of an occupational pen-
sion scheme member’s pension fund benefits or a Personal Retirement Savings Accounts (PR-
SAs) contributor’s PRSA assets to an overseas pension arrangement is permitted, subject to 
the transfer complying with the Occupational Pension Schemes and Personal Retirement Sav-
ings Accounts (Overseas Transfer Payments) Regulations, 2003 (the Regulations) and Revenue 
requirements. The Regulations are under the remit of the Minister for Social Protection and 
prescribe the conditions for transfers to arrangements established outside the State. These are 
as follows:

-  the trustees or PRSA provider have satisfied themselves that the retirement benefits to be 
provided under the overseas arrangement are relevant benefits by obtaining written confirma-
tion to that effect from the trustees, custodians, managers or administrators of an overseas ar-
rangement to which the transfer is to be made, and

-  the trustees or PRSA provider have satisfied themselves that the overseas arrangement has 
been approved by an appropriate regulatory authority for the country concerned, and 

-  the trustees or PRSA provider have received from the member of the scheme or the PRSA 
contributor such information in such form as may for the time being be approved by the Pen-
sions Authority.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that moving pension funds overseas in an ef-
fort to circumvent the requirements of Irish tax legislation may fall foul of the conditions under 
which the pension scheme was approved by  Revenue as an exempt approved scheme or the 
conditions under which a PRSA product received Revenue approval.  For this reason Revenue 
has additional requirements to ensure that such transfers are used to provide pension benefits. 
Prior to making any overseas transfer payments, the trustees or PRSA provider must be satis-
fied that:

(a) the member has requested a transfer,

(b) the overseas arrangement provides relevant benefits as defined by Section 770(1) of the 
Taxes Consolidation Act, 1997, and

(c) the overseas arrangement has been approved by the appropriate regulatory authority in 
the country concerned. 

In practice, the trustees or PRSA provider are required to obtain written confirmation to that 
effect from the administrator of the overseas arrangement to which the transfer is to be made. 

If the transfer is to another EU Member State, the overseas scheme must be operated or man-
aged by an Institution for Occupational Retirement Provision (IORP), within the meaning of the 
EU Pensions Directive, and must be established in a Member State of the European Communi-
ties which has implemented the Directive in its national law. The scheme administrator must be 
resident in an EU Member State. A transfer which complies with the above requirements may 
be made without prior reference to Revenue. A transfer to a scheme which is not operated by an 
IORPS must be referred to Revenue in advance of the transfer taking place.

If the transfer is to a country outside the EU, a transfer may not be made to a country other 
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than the one in which the member is currently employed.

All transfer payments to an arrangement for the provision of retirement benefits outside the 
State made from an approved occupational pension scheme or PRSA under the provisions of the 
Overseas Transfer Payments Regulations may be made to facilitate bona fide transactions only. 
A member of an Occupational Pension Scheme or a PRSA contributor who directs the trustees/
PRSA provider to transfer assets to an overseas arrangement must sign a declaration to the 
effect that the transfer conforms to the requirements of the Regulations and Revenue transfer 
rules, is for bona fide reasons and is not primarily for the purpose of circumventing pension tax 
legislation and Revenue rules.

No tax charge applies in respect of the actual transfer of occupational pension funds, and, 
providing the transfer complies with the Regulations and Revenue rules as set out above, the 
transfer may be made without further tax consequences. 

Section 787G (1) Taxes Consolidation Act (TCA) 1997 provides that a tax charge arises 
where the value of any assets in a PRSA is paid by the PRSA administrator to the PRSA holder 
or to any other persons. Exceptions to the application of this tax charge are contained in section 
787G (3) TCA 1997. However, where a PRSA fund is transferred to an overseas arrangement, 
such a transfer is not covered by any of the exceptions listed under section 787G (3) TCA 1997.

It is recognised that some conditions (such as the tax charge applying to PRSA transfers as 
outlined above) may be impacting on fund transfers being undertaken for legitimate reasons, 
particularly in the case of emigrants. These conditions are being reviewed. The ideal would be 
to ensure that overseas transfers of pension funds which are undertaken for legitimate reasons 
are facilitated as much as possible while also guarding against abuse of the arrangements. This 
is not always an easy balance to achieve. Nevertheless, it is hoped that some progress can be 
made in this area in the near future.

02/12/2015WRC02450Tax Credits

02/12/2015WRC0250062. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance given that budget 2016 will 
allow a €550 earned income tax credit for self-employed persons and that persons receiving 
maintenance payments could be deemed as self-employed by the Revenue Commissioners, if 
he will extend this tax credit to maintenance payments; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43192/15]

02/12/2015WRC02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Maintenance payments can relate to 
maintenance in respect of a former spouse and/or children. The tax treatment of separated 
spouses depends on the circumstances which apply in each case.  In broad terms the position 
with regard to the tax treatment of separated persons is as follows.

While in general separated couples are treated for tax purposes as if unmarried, they may, 
where a legally binding maintenance arrangement is in place, elect to be treated for tax purposes 
as if the separation had not taken place.  However, the election to be treated for tax purposes as 
if still married is not a right of one spouse alone but rather is a joint election of both spouses.  

The general position in the case of legally enforceable maintenance agreements is that, 
where the couple are treated for tax purposes as if unmarried, a tax deduction for maintenance 
payments for the benefit of his/her spouse is granted to the paying spouse, and the payments 
are taxable income in the hands of the receiving spouse. If an individual’s sole income is from 
maintenance payments, this is taxed under the self-assessment system.  However, if the couple 
jointly elect to be treated for tax purposes as if the separation had not taken place, then the payer 
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does not receive a tax deduction for the maintenance payments and the receiving spouse is not 
taxable on them.  

On the other hand, non-legally binding maintenance payments are not taxable in the hands 
of the receiving spouse and the paying spouse cannot claim a tax deduction for them. 

Maintenance payments in respect of children are not taxable in the hands of the children 
or the receiving spouse, and the paying spouse cannot claim a tax deduction for the payments.  
The effect of this is that the payments are treated the same way as if the taxpayer was providing 
for the child out of his/her after-tax income. This is in line with the tax treatment of all other 
parents, where the cost of maintaining their children is not tax deductible.

The Finance Bill 2015 provides for a new tax credit known as the Earned Income Tax 
Credit.  The tax credit is available in respect of earned income other than earned income which 
already qualifies for the Employee (PAYE) Tax Credit. The credit will be given at 20% of quali-
fying earned income subject to a maximum credit of €550 for 2016. 

The definition of earned income is set out in section 3 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997.  
This includes income arising from the exercise of an office or employment and income arising 
from the carrying on of a trade or profession.

Maintenance payments do not fall within the scope of the definition of earned income and, 
as such, will not be taken into account in determining an individual’s entitlement to the Earned 
Income Tax Credit. The credit introduced in Budget 2016 is specifically targeted at active in-
come, to support small business-owners across the country such as retailers, publicans, farmers 
and tradesmen who have an active trade or profession, and who do not have access to the PAYE 
credit.

02/12/2015WRC02650Flood Risk Assessments

02/12/2015WRC0270063. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if towns 
located within the Finn Valley region in County Donegal, including Ballybofey, Castlefinn, 
Killygordon, Lifford, Liscooley and Stranorlar, are being assessed under the catchment flood 
risk assessment and management programme being developed by the Office of Public Works; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43191/15]

02/12/2015WRC02800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): Twenty six Areas for Further Assessment (AFAs) are being assessed in County 
Donegal under the Office of Public Works’ (OPW) Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and 
Management (CFRAM) Programme.  These were deemed to be areas of potentially signifi-
cant flood risk under the Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment (PFRA) which was completed in 
2011.  The Donegal AFAs are being assessed under the North Western – Neagh Bann (NW-NB) 
CFRAM study. Work on this study is progressing well. Further information is available on the 
study website: http://www.neaghbanncframstudy.ie/

The following is the list of AFAs in Donegal:

Townlands
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Ardara Ballybofey/Stra-
norlar Bridge End Bunbeg 
- Derrybeg Buncrana & 
Luddan Bundoran and Envi-
rons Burnfoot Carndonagh 
Kerrykeel (Carrowkeel)

Castlefinn Clonmany Con-
voy Donegal Downings 
(Downies) DunfanaghyDun-
gloe Glenties Killybegs

Killygordon Letterkenny 
Lifford Malin Moville New-
town Cunningham/ (New-
towncunningham) Ramelton 
(Rathmelton) Rathmullan

The CFRAM Programme, which is being undertaken by engineering consultants on behalf 
of the OPW working in partnership with the local authorities, involves the production of predic-
tive flood maps for each location.  A national public consultation on the draft flood maps is on-
going and will run until 23 December 2015.  Details are available on the consultation website: 
http://maps.opw.ie/flood_draftmap_consult/

The Programme also involves the development of preliminary flood risk management op-
tions and flood risk management plans.  The plans, which are scheduled for completion by the 
end of 2016, will include a prioritised list of measures, both structural and non-structural, to 
address flood risk in an environmentally sustainable and cost effective manner.

02/12/2015WRC02850Employment Rights

02/12/2015WRC0290064. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will support a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43177/15]

02/12/2015WRC03000Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Ger-
ald Nash): The Deputy will understand that I cannot provide legal advice in relation to the 
employment or other rights applying to any individual’s specific circumstances. Independent 
legal advice should be sought in relation to any concerns an individual may have about their 
situation.

Ireland has a comprehensive body of employment rights, equality and industrial relations 
legislation, in respect of which the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) is mandated to 
secure compliance. The Workplace Relations Customer Service Section provides information 
in relation to the rights and obligations under the relevant legislation. It can be contacted at Lo-
call: 1890 80 80 90. The website www.workplacerelations.ie also provides extensive informa-
tion on employment rights.

02/12/2015WRC03050Job Creation Targets

02/12/2015WRC0310065. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the po-
tential number of projected jobs that will be created under Enterprise 2025, by sector, by year, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43181/15]

02/12/2015WRC03200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Enterprise 
2025 sets out the potential to reach 2.180 million in employment and an overall unemployment 
rate of 6 percent by 2020.  This is based on the premise of export led growth and the additional 
indirect jobs stimulated by the activities of exporting enterprises in the wider economy.

The ambition is predicated on taking the actions set out in Enterprise 2025 which are fo-
cused on supporting the productive sector, enhancing our relative competitiveness, leveraging 
existing comparative advantage in key sectors, addressing structural issues in the economy, im-
proving productivity and the capacity of enterprises to innovate.  Enterprise 2025 is a whole of 
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enterprise strategy that leverages the potential across all sectors of the economy in manufactur-
ing and services activities, both exporting and domestically oriented.  The Government’s efforts 
will be on achieving a step change in enterprise performance across the whole enterprise base.

Our enterprise development agencies provide financial and advisory supports to enterprises 
that export from Ireland, and/or have the potential to do so including foreign and Irish owned 
entities - supporting direct job creation and stimulating indirect job creation across the wider 
economy. 

Enterprise 2025 sets out the sectors in which Ireland has comparative advantage and that 
contribute the greater proportion toward exports.  These sectors account for a significant propor-
tion of the enterprise agency client portfolio and include ICT (hardware and software), Health 
Lifesciences (that includes pharma, biopharma and medical technologies), International Finan-
cial Services, Internationally Traded Services, Engineering/Industrial Products and Agri-Food.   
New areas of opportunity and untapped potential are highlighted in Enterprise 2025.  The real-
ity is that all sectors are evolving in response to market demands and enabled by technology 
developments – presenting considerable opportunities arising from convergence, new business 
models and new end market segments (such as smart ageing).

The agencies will contribute significantly to achieving the ambition for employment cre-
ation set out in Enterprise 2025.  The enterprise agencies will each set annual targets in the 
context of the overall ambition.  Annualised targets have not been set out in the Strategy, rather 
we have assessed where there is potential for employment growth across four broad sectoral 
cohorts that span the whole of the private sector economy as set out in Table 1 (and extends 
beyond the client cohort of the enterprise development agencies).

Table 1 - Enterprise 2025 Sectoral Ambition 

- 2014 (base year) 2020
Building on Strengths. ICT, 
Lifesciences, Agri-food, 
Internationally Traded Ser-
vices, International Financial 
Services, Engineering/indus-
trial products

283,100 345,000

Transforming employment 
intensive sectors. Tour-
ism, Retail & wholesale, 
Construction, transport & 
logistics, primary produc-
tion, other manufacturing/
sub supply

893,800 1,000,000

Realising untapped poten-
tial. Creative industries, 
green technologies, environ-
mental services, marine and 
maritime, education servic-
es, healthcare services

213,300 243,300
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- 2014 (base year) 2020
Other locally traded services 
and activities. Legal, ac-
count and other professional 
services. Business and con-
sultancy services. Personal 
services.

187,000 208,000

02/12/2015WRC03250Agriculture Scheme Payments

02/12/2015WRC0330066. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive 2015 farm payments; the reason for the 
delay; if such delays are causing undue hardship; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43049/15]

02/12/2015WRC03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a 2015 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme application on 30 
April 2015. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and 
comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases Remote Sensing (i.e. satellite) 
inspections, be completed before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a Remote Sensing eligibility inspec-
tion. This inspection is currently being processed with the intention of issuing any payments 
due under the Direct Payments Schemes as soon as possible. In the event that any queries arise 
officials in my Department will be in contact with the person named.

02/12/2015WRC03450Single Payment Scheme Payments

02/12/2015WRC0350067. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the sta-
tus of  payments under the single payment scheme for 2015 for a person (details supplied) in 
County Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43061/15]

02/12/2015WRC03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted an application under the 2015 Basic Payment Scheme on 10 April 2015.

Entitlements are allocated to a herd owner in 2015 under the Basic Payment Scheme based 
on the number of eligible hectares the farmer declares in either 2013 or 2015, whichever is less-
er. As the person named had 100% penalty in 2013, no entitlement to Basic Payment Scheme 
entitlements ensues. An Official from my Department will contact the person named to advise 
them of this situation and their options to appeal.

02/12/2015WRC03650Suckler Welfare Scheme Payments

02/12/2015WRC0370068. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment under the suckler cow scheme will issue to a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43084/15]

02/12/2015WRC03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named registered thirteen animals under the 2014 Beef Data Programme. Payment has issued 
in respect of seven animals. The remaining six animals were ineligible for the Programme and 
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as such no payment issued. Three were registered outside the required 27 day timeframe for 
registering animals with the Department’s Registration Agency. The remaining three animals 
were sold within the required 5 month retention period.

My Department wrote to the person named on 20 October 2015 outlining the position re-
garding the six unpaid animals. This letter provided the person named with an opportunity to 
appeal. The person named subsequently appealed the decision in a letter dated 9 November 
2015.  A letter has issued to the person named upholding the original decision.

02/12/2015WRC03850Agriculture Scheme Payments

02/12/2015WRC0390069. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment under the basic payment scheme and the areas of natural constraint scheme will issue 
to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43085/15]

02/12/2015WRC04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2015 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraints Schemes was received from 
the person named on 26 May, 2015. Processing of the application under both schemes has re-
cently been finalised and payment will issue shortly, directly to the nominated bank account of 
the person named.

02/12/2015WRD00150Agriculture Scheme Payments

02/12/2015WRD0020070. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment under the areas of natural constraint and basic payment scheme will issue to a person 
(details supplied). [43089/15]

02/12/2015WRD00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2015 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraint Schemes was received from the 
person named on 3 April, 2015. Processing of the application under both schemes is currently 
being progressed with a view to payments issuing shortly, directly to the nominated bank ac-
count of the person named. An Official from my Department will be in contact with the person 
named directly to apprise him of the current situation.

02/12/2015WRD00350Animal Welfare

02/12/2015WRD0040071. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his plans 
regarding stray and feral cats which are categorised as neither owned or wild under the Animal 
Health and Welfare Act 2013; the discussions with cat rescue groups; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43114/15]

02/12/2015WRD00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The protec-
tions under Section 12 of the Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013 relating to cruelty applies to 
all animals equally, whether wild, domesticated or feral.  

My Department offers financial assistance to Charities and individuals who assist in the pro-
tection of the welfare of animals, including feral cats. These ex-gratia payments support initia-
tives such as the trapping, neutering and return programmes operated by many welfare groups.
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02/12/2015WRD00550Agriculture Scheme Payments

02/12/2015WRD0060072. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 118 of 12 November 2015, when payment under the areas 
of natural constraint scheme and the basic payment scheme will issue; the reason for the delay; 
the number of remote inspections nationally which are awaiting payment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43117/15]

02/12/2015WRD00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a 2015 Basic Payment /Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme application on 18 
May 2015. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and 
comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases Remote Sensing (i.e. satellite) 
inspections, be completed before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a Remote Sensing eligibility inspec-
tion. This inspection is currently being finalised with the intention of issuing any payments due 
under the Direct Payments Schemes as soon as possible. In the event that any queries arise of-
ficials in my Department will be in contact with the person named.

In 2015, approximately 9 2 % of the cases selected for remote inspection have now been 
concluded and any payments due following application verification checks have issued. It is 
my Department’s intention to finalise all outstanding remote sensing cases as soon as possible.

02/12/2015WRD00750Beef Data Programme

02/12/2015WRD0080073. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of applicants who have withdrawn to date from the beef data and genomics scheme 
2015; the number who have re-applied to enter and have been granted permission; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43118/15]

02/12/2015WRD00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The closing 
date for the Beef Data and Genomics Programme was 5 June 2015 at which point 29,531 valid 
applications were received for the programme. Of these, 2,939 applicants have subsequently 
withdrawn from the Programme.  A total of 66 applicants subsequently applied to re-join the 
Programme and have been accepted.

02/12/2015WRD00950Animal Disease Controls

02/12/2015WRD0100074. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers who sought financial support to dispose of their persistently infected calves 
under the bovine viral diarrhoea eradication programme in 2014 and who have yet to receive 
payment; the  number of farmers involved in dairy and suckler herds and the values involved, 
respectively; the current time delay in issuing payment and the reason; the corresponding fig-
ures for 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43119/15]

02/12/2015WRD01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Approxi-
mately 2,750 applications were received for beef born animals, and 490 applications were re-
ceived for dairy born animals under the 2014 BVD Compensation Programme.

Following validation, 1,645 beef applicants will be paid a total of approximately €2 90,000, 
while a further 75 dairy applicants will be paid approximately €12,000 in total. These payments 
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will issue shortly.

The closing date for the 2015 BVD Compensation application period is Friday 4 March 
2016. It is not possible to provide comparable figures until all applications have been received 
and processed.

02/12/2015WRD01150Agriculture Scheme Payments

02/12/2015WRD0120075. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payment under the Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme and the Basic Payment Scheme 
will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Galway; the reason for the delay; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43122/15]

02/12/2015WRD01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme was received from the person 
named on 12 May, 2015. Processing of the application is currently in progress. On completion 
of this process, the application will be further reviewed with a view to payment issuing directly 
to the nominated bank account of the person named at the earliest possible date.

02/12/2015WRD01350Agriculture Scheme Payments

02/12/2015WRD0140076. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Sligo will receive 2015 farm payments; the reason for the 
delay; if such delays are causing undue hardship; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43124/15]

02/12/2015WRD01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a 2015 Private Contract Clause application to my Department to transfer out 
land and entitlements under the 2015 Basic Payment Scheme. Detail relating to the 2013 Single 
payment application submitted by the person name indicates that this land was leased in and 
therefore not eligible for transfer under the Private Contract Clause. My Department issued a 
letter to the person named on 26 November to establish the ownership status of the land. Once 
my Department receives the required information the application will be processed with a view 
to issuing payment shortly thereafter.

02/12/2015WRD01550Afforestation Programme

02/12/2015WRD0160077. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the logic 
behind and reason for point 14.2 in the afforestation grant and premium scheme 2014 to 2020, 
especially as it pertains to the potential recoupment of establishment grants; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [43141/15]

02/12/2015WRD01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Point 14.2 
states that the Department will recover any undue payment from the applicant. When an ap-
plicant wishes to establish a plantation under the Afforestation Grant and Premium Scheme he 
applies to the Minister for approval under the Scheme. The contract under the Afforestation 
Grant and Premium Scheme is solely between the applicant and my Department.

The applicant employs a forester to undertake afforestation work on his/her behalf and this 
includes submitting an accurate claim on the applicant’s behalf. This forester is not a party to 
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the contract under the Afforestation Grant and Premium Scheme. Similarly, the contract to un-
dertake afforestation work and to prepare and submit claims is a separate contract between the 
owner and his/her forester. My Department is not a party to this contract; and any matter arising 
under it, such as potentially inadequate work (e.g. planting fewer trees than there should be, 
preparing an inaccurate claim, etc.), is a matter for the landowner and the forester to resolve. 

As the Department’s contract under the Afforestation Grant and Premium Scheme is with 
the applicant, all money paid under the contract is to benefit the applicant. Under this contract 
the applicant gains a forestry plantation as an asset as a result of my Department’s approval of 
a forestry establishment grant; thus s/he directly benefits from the grant payment.

Any money paid by an applicant to the forester or forestry company is a matter between 
those parties. This includes where grants may be mandated by the client for direct payment to 
the forester. A mandate between the applicant and the forester is an instruction by the applicant 
to the Department to redirect his/her payment directly to the forester - the applicant is still the 
beneficiary under the Afforestation Scheme contract. This means that, while any debt arising 
under an Afforestation Scheme contract is a matter between the Minister and the applicant, any 
debt arising under any contract between the applicant and his/her forester is a matter between 
those parties.

02/12/2015WRD01750Basic Payment Scheme Payments

02/12/2015WRD0180078. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive payment under the basic payment 
scheme 2015. [43142/15]

02/12/2015WRD01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named participated in the Single Payment Scheme for each scheme year up to 2012 and again in 
2014 but did not apply in 2013. Under EU Regulations governing the Basic Payment Scheme a 
farmer must have submitted a valid 2013 Single Payment Scheme Application to qualify for an 
automatic right to receive new entitlements under the Basic Payment Scheme in 2015.

In cases where there were extenuating circumstances which prevented the farmer from ap-
plying for Single Payment Scheme in 2013, the EU Regulations provide for applications under 
Force Majeure. The Department has no record of receiving any application for Force Majeure 
in respect of this case. If there were any such extenuating circumstances the person named is 
advised to submit a Force Majeure application with relevant supporting documentation to the 
Review of Entitlements Section, Knockmay Road, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.

02/12/2015WRD01950Agriculture Scheme Eligibility

02/12/2015WRD0200079. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if applica-
tions for payment under the disadvantaged areas scheme can be amended to correct an error; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43170/15]

02/12/2015WRD02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Basic Payment Scheme/Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme was received from 
the person named on 18 May, 2015. Payment under both schemes has now issued in respect of 
the 20.08 hectares claimed.  An official from my department has been in direct contact with the 
person named and is awaiting clarification regarding the email referred to above.
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02/12/2015WRD02150Defence Forces Personnel Data

02/12/2015WRD0220080. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Defence the number of persons 
classified as disabled who are currently employed by the Defence Forces. [43092/15]

02/12/2015WRD02300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): Section 37(6) of the Employment Equal-
ity Act provides that matters relating to discrimination on the basis of age or disability do not 
apply to employment in the Defence Forces.  

Furthermore, Article 3(4) of Council Directive 2000/78/EC, the EU Framework Employ-
ment Directive, allows for Members States to provide that the Directive does not apply to armed 
forces insofar as it relates to discrimination on the grounds of age or disability.

On the basis of the above, the Defence Forces do not recruit or induct personnel who are 
classified as disabled.

I am informed by the military authorities that the medical module of the Defence Forces 
Personnel Management System does not capture data that would allow for classification of cur-
rent personnel according to disease, disability or medical conditions. To produce the informa-
tion you request would require a manual examination of the medical files of all serving person-
nel and you will appreciate that this is not feasible.

02/12/2015WRD02350Garda Recruitment

02/12/2015WRD0240081. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost 
of the recruitment of 100 gardaí including the costs associated with their training, payroll and 
allowances. [43108/15]

02/12/2015WRD02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Recruitment to An Gar-
da Síochána is governed by the Garda Síochána (Admissions and Appointments) Regulations 
2013. The Public Appointments Service (PAS) manage the recruitment process on behalf of the 
Garda Commissioner and I have no direct involvement in the matter.

Payroll costs for new Garda recruits include a basic allowance of €184 per week plus a liv-
ing allowance of €77.92.  After 32 weeks of training, Garda recruits are attested and move on to 
the first point of the Garda pay scale €23,171 rising to a maximum of €45,793 per annum after 
19 years.  They may also qualify for other allowances depending on their assignments.

The annual cost of 100 new Garda recruits in their first year (assuming a commencement 
date of 1 January) is €1.88m.  This figure includes Employer’s PRSI but excludes any allow-
ances which the recruits may qualify for following attestation.  The annual cost will obviously 
increase as the members move up the Garda pay scale each year.

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that the cost of training recruits is subsumed into 
the overall training costs of the Garda College and is not easily identifiable. The total cost of 
running the Garda College in 2014 was approximately €14m, which includes the salary costs 
of all College personnel.

02/12/2015WRD02550Registration of Title

02/12/2015WRD0260082. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a file in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Cork will be finalised by the Land Registry. [43150/15]
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02/12/2015WRD02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can inform the Deputy 
that under the Registration of Deeds and Title Act 2006, the Property Registration Authority 
(PRA) was established as and from 4 November 2006.  The PRA replaces the Registrar of 
Deeds and Titles as the registering authority in relation to property registration in Ireland and, 
subject to the above Act, is independent in the performance of its functions.

The Deputy will be aware of the service to T.D.s and Senators which provides information 
on the current status of applications, such as the subject of this question, which was introduced 
in May 2006.  The service provides a speedier, more efficient and more cost effective alterna-
tive to submitting Parliamentary Questions.  It is operated by the PRA and is available all year 
round.

I can further inform the Deputy that her query has been forwarded to the PRA for attention 
and direct reply via the above mentioned service.

02/12/2015WRD02750Garda Operations

02/12/2015WRD0280083. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality for a detailed 
report on Garda Operation Vantage; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43066/15]

02/12/2015WRD02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Operation Vantage was 
established on the 10 August 2015 by the Garda National Immigration Bureau to investigate il-
legal immigration with a particular focus on marriages of convenience as defined under the Civ-
il Registration (Amendment) Act,  2014.  There has been increasing concern about the growth 
in so called ‘sham marriages’ as evidenced by statistically improbable patterns of marriages 
including a large number of new notifications of intention to marry from males from the Indian 
sub-continent (i.e. Pakistan, India, Bangladesh) to females from EU countries, particularly Por-
tugal and Eastern European countries.

I am informed that, as a part of this ongoing operation, a large number of searches were 
conducted across the country on Wednesday 25 November involving over 200 members of An 
Garda Síochána which included a number of specialist units.  Over 40 searches were conducted 
of both business and residential premises across the country to gather evidence of suspected 
fraud offences related to the organised facilitation of marriages of convenience. This was a 
multi-agency approach involving the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS), the 
Department of Social Protection, the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement (ODCE), 
the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) and the Revenue Commissioners.  The focus of 
the operation is specifically targeted at those engaged in organised facilitation of sham mar-
riages for financial gain as well as those who are seeking to gain illegal immigration status by 
engaging in such arranged marriages.  I am assured that all necessary enforcement measures 
will be taken where breaches of relevant legislation are identified.

I am further informed by the Garda Authorities that a total of 11 people were arrested for a 
range of offences under the Immigration Acts and Criminal Justice (Theft and Fraud Offences) 
Act 2001.  In addition a large amount of computers, memory devices, phones and documents 
including false identity documents, driving licences, marriage certificates and a substantial 
quantity of cash were seized.

I can assure the Deputy that Operation Vantage is ongoing and forms part of the overall re-
sponse of my Department to prevent marriages of convenience from taking place. This includes 
a review of relevant applications by INIS with a view to revoking immigration permission 
which may have been obtained under false pretences.
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02/12/2015WRD02950Crime Data

02/12/2015WRD0300084. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
report on the crime statistics for the Garda Síochána R and J districts in 2014 and in 2015 to 
date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43067/15]

02/12/2015WRD03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Garda Síochána Act 
2005 makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime statistics by the Central Sta-
tistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has established a dedicated 
unit for this purpose.

I have requested the CSO to provide the available statistical information directly to the 
Deputy.

02/12/2015WRD03150Garda Operations

02/12/2015WRD0320085. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
report on the Garda Síochána Operation Trivium; the number of vehicles seized, the amount of 
drugs seized, the amount of stolen property recovered and the number of persons arrested and 
charged, to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43068/15]

02/12/2015WRD03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am informed that Op-
eration Trivium is a multi-agency European initiative focused on foreign and indigenous mobile 
groups and offenders who utilise road networks to target local communities.  

Most recently, Operation Trivium V was conducted in a number of EU Member States, in-
cluding Ireland, from 23 to 28 November, 2015. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the operation was conducted across each Garda 
Region with a number of objectives including: 

- Disrupting criminality through denying foreign national mobile organised crime groups 
the use of the road;

- Enhancing levels of trust and confidence in local communities through delivering enforce-
ment and educational activity that is designed to ‘tackle criminality not the community’; and

- Ensuring that all avenues of legislation both criminal & civil are considered to disrupt, 
deter and detect unlawful behaviour.

Over the two day operation -

- 107 vehicles were seized under Section 41(1) of the Road Traffic Act 1994 as amended, 

- Drugs currently estimated at a value of €2,730 were seized

- Stolen property valued at €1,969  was recovered  

37 people were arrested, 25 of whom were charged with offences such as driving without a 
driving licence (disqualified drivers), driving under the influence of substances, handling stolen 
property, drugs offences, offences under the firearms and offensive weapons act and on foot of 
outstanding warrants.  

Of the remaining persons, three files are being prepared for the direction to the Office of the 
Director of Public Prosecution, two were arrested on foot of European Arrest Warrants, three 
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are being dealt with by way of summons and four were released without charge following sat-
isfactory enquiries into their immigration status.

02/12/2015WRD03350Garda Equipment

02/12/2015WRD0340086. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 126 of 8 July 2015 regarding the Garda Síochána CT68 form, if 
changes to the police using leading systems effectively, PULSE, system have now been made; 
if not, the date for these changes to be operational; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [43088/15]

02/12/2015WRD03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am informed by the 
Garda authorities that the update in respect of Section 12 of the Road Traffic Act 2014 will be 
contained in a future release of PULSE on a date yet to be determined.

02/12/2015WRD03550Garda Strength

02/12/2015WRD0360087. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the opti-
mal ratio between the number of members of An Garda Síochána and the population to ensure 
Ireland adheres to international best practice. [43101/15]

02/12/2015WRD0370088. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total 
number of new recruits to An Garda Síochána scheduled to complete their training in Temple-
more in County Tipperary in each year from 2015 to 2021. [43102/15]

02/12/2015WRD0380089. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the pro-
jected number of members of An Garda Síochána at the end of each of the years 2015 to 2021. 
[43103/15]

02/12/2015WRD0390090. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of recruits to An Garda Síochána that are taken into the training college in Templemore in 
County Tipperary in each year; and the maximum number of recruits the college can take in a 
year. [43104/15]

02/12/2015WRD04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 87 to 90, inclusive, together.

The overall number of personnel available to the Garda Commissioner is close to 16,000. 
This figure comprises 12,866 members, 978 reserve members, and 2,012 civilians as of 31 
October. 

This Government is committed to ensuring that An Garda Síochána has the capacity to 
provide effective, visible policing throughout the country. The number of Gardaí is crucial to 
this but, also of importance, is ensuring that the overall composition of the Garda workforce 
achieves the right balance between highly trained Gardaí and professional, skilled civilian staff, 
and that the Service harnesses the energy and skills of volunteers through the Garda Reserve.

The optimal number of members of An Garda Síochána is a factor of a number of different 
considerations, including population size and composition, crime trends, the level of civiliani-
sation, etc. Having said that, the Government is committed to on-going seamless recruitment 
into the future and as the Deputy will be aware, provision has been made in Budget 2016 for the 
recruitment of 600 new Gardaí next year bringing to 1,150 the number of new Gardaí that will 
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be recruited since the reopening of the Garda College in Templemore in September 2014. So far 
295 of those new recruits are fully attested and are on the ground in communities nationwide. It 
is expected that a further 395 will attest by the end of 2016 which, taking account of projected 
retirements, will bring Garda numbers to around the 13,000 mark.  I expect recruitment to con-
tinue at or around the current levels for the next number of years having regard to factors such 
as the level of retirements in any one year.

In relation to civilian staff of An Garda Síochána, they are employed in a wide range of 
management, administrative, technical and operational roles where they make an invaluable 
contribution to the delivery of effective policing services throughout the country. The increased 
budget allocation for An Garda Síochána in 2016, in addition to providing for the recruitment 
of 600 new Gardaí, provides for the recruitment of additional civilian experts, in particular to 
develop the Garda ICT investment programme. Having regard to international experience, I be-
lieve that there is undoubtedly value in exploring the opportunities for increasing the ratio of ci-
vilians to Gardaí, and for releasing Gardaí from administrative and other positions to front-line 
duties. The process which is currently ongoing to civilianise border control functions at Dublin 
airport and the transfer of these responsibilities from An Garda Síochána to the Irish Naturalisa-
tion and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department is an excellent example of this.  Further 
work in this area will be progressed in conjunction with the Garda Commissioner in the context 
of the report of the Garda Inspectorate of its review under the Haddington Road Agreement. 
The terms of reference of that review include all aspects of the operation and administration of 
An Garda Síochána including the structure, organisation and staffing of An Garda Síochána and 
the deployment of members and civilian staff to relevant and appropriate roles.

Lastly, in relation to the capacity of the Garda College, I am informed by the Garda Com-
missioner that the Garda College provides a range of training and development courses to 
members of An Garda Síochána and all new recruits complete their initial 32 week training 
programme at the College.  The physical capacity of the College extends to 496 bedrooms, 16 
Classrooms and 4 Lecture Theatres. The College has the capacity to accommodate the planned 
intake of 600 Garda Trainees next year.

02/12/2015WRE00150Garda Station Closures

02/12/2015WRE0020091. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of Garda Síochána stations that have been closed since March 2011. [43105/15]

02/12/2015WRE0030092. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the sav-
ings from closing Garda Síochána stations, by station; how she arrived at the savings as previ-
ously indicated in a reply to a parliamentary question. [43106/15]

02/12/2015WRE0040093. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of former Garda Síochána stations that have been disposed of and that will be disposed of 
by the end of 2015, and thereafter. [43107/15]

02/12/2015WRE00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 91 to 93, inclusive, together.

The formulation of proposals in relation to the opening and closing of Garda Stations is a 
matter, in the first instance, for the Garda Commissioner in the context of annual policing plans, 
as provided for in section 22 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005.

The Garda District and Station Rationalisation Programme implemented in An Garda Sío-
chána during 2012 and 2013 resulted in the closure of 39 Garda stations in 2012 and 100 Garda 



Questions - Written Answers

258

stations in 2013. It is understood from discussions with the Garda Commissioner that the cur-
rent consolidation process is largely completed and there are no plans at present for further sta-
tion closures in 2015 and 2016.  

The Programme was based on a review of the Garda Station Network by Garda management 
which concluded in relation to certain stations, many of which were only open part-time and 
manned by a single Garda, that resources could be better deployed and more effectively used 
on the front line if those stations no longer had to be staffed and maintained.  In reaching these 
conclusions, Garda management reviewed all aspects of the Garda Síochána policing model, 
including the deployment of personnel, the utilisation of modern technologies and the overall 
operation of Garda stations.  The Programme supports the provision of a modern 21st century 
policing service for both urban and rural areas and allows front line Gardaí to be managed and 
deployed with greater mobility, greater flexibility, and in a more focused fashion, particularly 
with regard to various targeted police operations.  As a result of the Programme, communities 
have benefited from increased Garda visibility and increased patrolling hours which has en-
abled  An Garda Síochána to deliver an improved policing service to the public. 

The Programme identified proposed savings of €4,000 per annum on utilities and mainte-
nance as a result of the closure of each station building giving rise to estimated total direct sav-
ings to the State of €556,000 per annum.  While the direct savings are modest, it is important 
to recall that the primary objective of the Programme was to identify opportunities to introduce 
strategic reforms to enhance service delivery, increase efficiency and streamline practices with-
in An Garda Síochána.  

The Garda Stations which have been closed were returned to, and are now under the control 
of, the Office of Public Works (OPW).  The future use of such properties is a matter for the 
OPW as the owners of the properties.

02/12/2015WRE00550Immigration Status

02/12/2015WRE0060094. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
and expected residency status of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 6; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43110/15]

02/12/2015WRE00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the records indicate 
that the person referred to by the Deputy was presented with a Certificate of Naturalisation at a 
citizenship ceremony held at the Convention Centre, Dublin on 4 July 2013.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

02/12/2015WRE00750Prisoner Data

02/12/2015WRE0080095. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of persons imprisoned for sentences of less than six months in each of the years 2011 to 
2015 to date. [43111/15]
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02/12/2015WRE00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am informed by the 
Irish Prison Service that the number of persons imprisoned for sentences less than six months 
for each years 2011 to 2014 is set out in the table; figures for 2015 are not yet available.  

Year Number of persons imprisoned for sentenc-
es less than six months

2014 9,421
2013 8,891
2012 9,213
2011 8,270

02/12/2015WRE00950Prisoner Data

02/12/2015WRE0100096. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of 
imprisoning one person in a prison for one month, and for one year. [43112/15]

02/12/2015WRE01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised that the 
average annual cost of an available staffed prison space is calculated for inclusion in the An-
nual Report of the Irish Prison Service. For 2014, the latest year for which a figure is available, 
the cost was €68,959 which equates to an average monthly cost of €5,747 per available staffed 
prison space.

02/12/2015WRE01150Prison Accommodation Standards

02/12/2015WRE0120097. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality what it 
would cost to end the practice of slopping out within our prison system. [43113/15]

02/12/2015WRE01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can inform the Deputy 
that the Irish Prison Service Strategy Statement 2012/2015 identified the elimination of slop-
ping out in the prison estate as a priority.

When the current Government assumed office in March of 2011 the practice of “slopping 
out” was still happening in Cork, Mountjoy, Limerick and Portlaoise prisons. As the Deputy 
will be aware, this Government has committed significant resources to the improvement of the 
prison estate. In keeping with our commitment to eliminate slopping out, as made in the Pro-
gramme for Government, the focus of capital investment in prisons has been weighted towards 
achieving that goal.

All of the wings in Mountjoy Prison have been completely refurbished thereby facilitating 
the elimination of the practice of slopping out in the prison.  A completely new replacement 
prison in Cork is almost complete and will be operational in February 2016.

I recently announced that the public consultation process on planning proposals for a ma-
jor development at Limerick Prison has commenced. The proposed development will see the 
replacement of both the A and B Wings with a new modern cell block designed to meet inter-
national standards and will end the practice of slopping out in Limerick Prison. The develop-
ment will also include a new accommodation block for female prisoners. This represents a very 
significant investment in the justice sector in Limerick and when completed will provide a very 
high standard of accommodation for both prisoners and staff in Limerick Prison. The enabling 
works for the redevelopment of Limerick Prison are scheduled to begin in 2016 with the main 
construction phase to start in early 2017.  In addition, planning for a development at Portlaoise 
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Prison that will bring slopping out to an end there is underway

When the new Cork prison opens next February, slopping out will have been ended across 
the entire of the prison estate except for the A wing at Limerick Prison and the E block at Port-
laoise prison.  

I am advised by the Irish Prison Service  that while  numbers of prisoners housed on those 
wings will vary from day to day there is currently at a daily average of 50 prisoners in Limerick 
A wing and 34 in Portlaoise E block. To put those numbers in context, they represent less than 
2% of the average daily numbers in custody.

The modernisation and improvements in prison conditions outlined above is tangible evi-
dence of this Governments ongoing commitment to ending the practise of slopping out.

02/12/2015WRE01350Immigration Status

02/12/2015WRE0140098. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
and expected residency status of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 3; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43132/15]

02/12/2015WRE01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person concerned is 
the subject of a Deportation Order made on 30 January 2006.  

Representations were received from the person’s legal representative, to request the Minis-
ter to use her discretion, pursuant to Section 3 (11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), 
to revoke the Deportation Order.  The Deputy might wish to note that any such decision will 
be to ‘affirm’ or to ‘revoke’ the existing Deportation Order.  In the mean-time, the Deportation 
Order remains valid and in place.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

02/12/2015WRE01550Garda Inspectorate Reports

02/12/2015WRE0160099. Deputy Pat Rabbitte asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she has recently 
taken a report from the Garda Síochána Inspectorate; if she will publish it; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [43144/15]

02/12/2015WRE01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I received the report 
from the Garda Inspectorate of its part of the review of An Garda Síochána to be completed 
under the Haddington Road Agreement on 13 November last.  In accordance with the terms 
of reference set for the Inspectorate the report examines all aspects of the administration and 
operation of An Garda Síochána, including its structure, organisation, staffing and deployment.

My intention is to bring the report to Government shortly and thereafter to make arrange-
ments for it to be laid before both Houses of the Oireachtas, as required under section 117 of the 
Garda Síochána Act 2005, and then published.
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02/12/2015WRE01750UN Conventions Ratification

02/12/2015WRE01800100. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the legislative 
steps that need to be taken in order to ratify the United Nations Convention on the Rights of 
People with Disabilities; the time frame for this; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[42334/15]

02/12/2015WRE01900Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Aodhán Ó 
Ríordáin): The Deputy’s Question is comprehensively answered in the  roadmap to Ireland’s 
ratification of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which 
details the legislative changes to be undertaken to enable Ireland to ratify the Convention, along 
with the estimated timeframe involved and a clear and unambiguous deadline for ratification 
by end-2016.  The roadmap was published on 21 October 2015.  As announced at that time, the 
Government has inter alia approved the drafting of the Equality/Disability (Miscellaneous Pro-
visions) Bill to make a range of miscellaneous amendments to statute law necessary to enable 
ratification.  Work on the General Scheme of this Bill is underway, with a view to submission 
to Government very soon.

The Roadmap to Ratification is available on my Department’s website. It sets out the con-
siderable work currently underway to deal with outstanding barriers to Ireland’s ratification, 
including legislation governing decision-making capacity, mental health legislation, the law 
governing the administration of electro-convulsive therapy (ECT), amendments to the criminal 
law, and the removal of archaic and offensive references across the statue book to persons being 
“of unsound mind”. Other issues to be addressed include the provision of reasonable accom-
modation, and ensuring that the Convention’s requirements are met in relation to deprivation 
of liberty. These, along with other necessary amendments, will be addressed in the Equality/
Disability (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill.

02/12/2015WRE01950Child Protection Services Provision

02/12/2015WRE02000101. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he 
is satisfied with the availability of adequate resources to provide for the requisite services for 
children at risk; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43152/15]

02/12/2015WRE02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I am pleased to inform 
the Deputy that significant extra resources have been allocated to Tusla, the Child and Family 
Agency for 2016. The gross funding allocation for Tusla in 2016 is €676 million, representing 
an increase of €38 million over the 2015 allocation. This includes €662.4 million in current 
expenditure and €13.6 million in capital expenditure.

The overall level of funding that I have provided will significantly strengthen Tusla’s base 
funding level and will give the Agency greater capacity to respond to current risk and antici-
pated demand.

The additional resources are intended to alleviate service pressures in child welfare and pro-
tection services, in particular pressures being faced in the area of unallocated cases. 

This level of provision addresses key priorities identified by Tusla in the pre-Budget discus-
sions. The funding provision will give rise to a substantial recruitment programme involving up 
to 400 additional staff next year.  

In accordance with the Agency’s establishing legislation, my Department has issued a de-
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tailed Performance Statement to inform the preparation of Tusla’s Business Plan for 2016. This 
Statement sets out the key priorities that I require of Tusla in the coming year. In accordance 
with the Child and Family Agency Act, 2013, Tusla is required to submit a Business Plan for 
2016, within 30 days of receipt of the Performance Statement which issued on 20 November 
2015.

02/12/2015WRE02150Children in Care

02/12/2015WRE02200102. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of children in residential care and in foster care; if adequate resources are available to 
meet these demands; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43153/15]

02/12/2015WRE02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Tusla, the Child and 
Family Agency, has a statutory duty under the Child Care Act 1991 to promote the welfare 
of children who are not receiving adequate care and protection and, if necessary, to receive a 
child into the care of the State.  I am satisfied that Tusla takes its responsibility very seriously 
regarding the welfare of children in care and that there is a robust framework of regulations and 
standards, to ensure that children are placed in safe and caring settings.   

The following table shows the total number of children in care broken down by the number 
in foster care and the number in residential care at the end 2014 and as at September 2015.

- No. of Children in 
Care

No. of Children in 
Foster Care

No. of Children in 
Residential Care

2014 6,463 6,011 325
2015 (31/09/2015) 6,373 5,914 337
All children in care should have an allocated social worker but it is important to note that if 

a child has not been allocated a social worker, the cases are reviewed regularly by the principal 
social worker and are managed by duty social work teams to ensure the necessary needs of 
the children are being met. Currently, 92% of children in care have an allocated social worker 
(5,880/6,373). The additional funding of €38 million which I have allocated to Tusla for 2016, 
will give the Agency greater capacity to respond to ongoing demand.  These additional re-
sources are intended to alleviate pressures being faced in the areas of unallocated cases, private 
residential and foster care, and domestic sexual and gender based violence services.

As the majority of children in care are in foster care family settings in the community, indi-
cators of stability of the placement and participation in education are useful in monitoring the 
performance of Tusla in relation to overall welfare.  I am happy to say that Tusla has reported 
that the results for these indicators are positive and show that placement stability is very high 
and participation in education is on a par with the national participation rates.

02/12/2015WRE02350Mental Health Services Provision

02/12/2015WRE02400103. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
adequate resources continue to be made available to children or their families at risk through 
self-harm; if particular requirements remain to be met; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43154/15]

02/12/2015WRE02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The prime responsibil-
ity for policy in relation to the treatment and support for young people with mental health prob-
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lems and those requiring medical care as a result of self harm currently lies with the Department 
of Health. The issue of mental health problems, including self harm in young people is a com-
plex issue requiring inputs from a wide range of stakeholders including young people, parents, 
schools, the media, youth organisations and the Primary Care and Child and Adolescent Mental 
Health Services (CAMHS) of the Health Service Executive.

The Child and Family Agency, Tusla, works closely with other care providers including the 
HSE, in respect of access to primary care services, child and adolescent mental health services, 
disability and other services. Tusla and the HSE have in place both a Memorandum of Under-
standing and a Joint Protocol for inter-agency collaboration which underpins the provision of 
these services for children. The purpose of the Memorandum of Understanding is to set out the 
partnership agreement between the HSE and Tusla to continue pre-establishment levels of ser-
vice across both organisations. The objective of the Joint Protocol is to specify a pathway and 
associated responsibilities for children and families whose needs cross between Health Service 
Divisions and Tusla. 

Tusla is also proposing to put in place a Service Level Agreement with the HSE to strength-
en current arrangements and to ensure the provision of effective services for children and fami-
lies. The Service Level Agreement will determine the quantum of service needed to meet the 
Agency’s requirements. 

Children also have access to publicly funded child and adolescent mental health teams and 
primary care psychology services provided by the Health Service Executive. Additionally there 
are a number of services commissioned by social work departments around psychotherapeutic 
supports.

Clinical psychology services are directly provided by Tusla within multi-disciplinary teams 
deployed by the Assessment, Consultation and Therapy Service (ACTS). Services provided in-
clude assessment and focused interventions for children and young people with complex clini-
cal needs and high risk behaviours. They also provide support to other professionals in order to 
guide interventions to children and families.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that significant extra resources have been allocated to 
Tusla, the Child and Family Agency for 2016. The gross funding allocation for Tusla in 2016 
is €676 million, representing an increase of €38 million over the 2015 allocation. This includes 
€662.4 million in current expenditure and €13.6 million in capital expenditure.

The overall level of funding that I have provided will significantly strengthen Tusla’s base 
funding level and will give the Agency greater capacity to respond to current risk and antici-
pated demand.

In accordance with the Agency’s establishing legislation, my Department has issued a de-
tailed Performance Statement to inform the preparation of Tusla’s Business Plan for 2016. This 
Statement sets out the key priorities that I require of Tusla in the coming year. In accordance 
with the Child and Family Agency Act, 2013, Tusla is required to submit a Business Plan for 
2016, within 30 days of receipt of the Performance Statement which issued on 20 November 
2015.

02/12/2015WRE02550Child Abuse Reports

02/12/2015WRE02600104. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of reports of the physical, mental or sexual abuse of children received in each of the 
past five years to date; if an adequate response has been achieved; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [43155/15]

02/12/2015WRE02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Tusla, the Child and 
Family Agency holds the statutory responsibility for child welfare and protection, and is the 
appropriate body to receive reports of concerns relating to children at risk. Where there are 
reasonable grounds for concern for a child’s welfare and protection, Tusla should always be 
informed.  

As part of governance arrangements, Tusla provides my Department with regular perfor-
mance activity reports for monitoring purposes.  These include figures showing the number of 
referrals which are disaggregated by welfare concerns and abuse concerns. 

Not all referrals will result in a need for a social work service or in a child being received 
into care and approximately 50% can be expected to proceed from preliminary enquiry to the 
initial assessment stage. The reasons for this include the duplication of referrals, the child being 
known to the service and receiving other services such as Meitheal or other Family Support, or 
that the referral was not appropriate for the agency. 

The most recent validated figures for welfare concerns and abuse concerns at the end of first 
quarter of 2015, showed 4,770 abuse concern referrals and 6,223 welfare concern referrals. Of 
these referrals, 56% of abuse concerns and 44% of welfare concerns went forward to the ini-
tial assessment stage. The referrals of a child abuse concern were reported as: Physical (22%), 
Emotional (37%), Sexual (15%) and Neglect (26%).   

The data collected by Tusla on referrals is collated, validated and published quarterly in ar-
rears. The Deputy has requested data on the past five years and the table shows the total number 
of Child Protection referrals for the past four years and the latest figures for 2015 broken down 
by abuse category where available.

No. of 
Child 
Protection 
Referrals 

2015 Q1 2014 Out-
turn

2013 Out-
turn

2012 Out-
turn

2011 Out-
turn

2010 Out-
turn

Physical      1,038      4,066      4,330 No Break-
down 
Available

        3,033         2,608 

Emotional      1,743      6,233      5,217 No Break-
down 
Available

        4,001         2,500 

Sexual         729      3,114      3,385 No Break-
down 
Available

        3,326         2,962 

Neglect      1,260      5,263      6,421 No Break-
down 
Available

        5,458         4,755 

Total Re-
ferrals

     4,770   18,676    19,353           
19,044 

     15,818      12,825 

It is difficult to say if a satisfactory resolution, from a child’s point of view has been achieved 
in all instances, however, it is important to note that children are consulted, in as far as possible, 
in relation to decisions that affect them.
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02/12/2015WRE02750Children in Care

02/12/2015WRE02800105. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if re-
sources continue to be made available to meet demands arising from children or teenagers who 
have been abandoned; if the structures in place are adequate to meet the requirements in terms 
of response and follow up; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43156/15]

02/12/2015WRE02900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I am pleased to inform 
the Deputy that the number of children coming into care has fallen over the past number of 
years. The most recent figures are outlined in the table. As these figures are released on an an-
nual basis, validated figures for 2014 and 2015 are not yet available.

YEAR ADMISSIONS TO CARE
2009 2,372
2010 2,291
2011 2,248
2012 2,070
2013 1,869
I wish to assure the Deputy that Tusla deals immediately with emergency cases, including 

for instance, if a child has been abandoned or is in immediate physical danger or at immediate 
risk of sexual abuse.  Social work duty teams keep high priority cases under review by regularly 
checking to ascertain risk to the child, and where necessary will reprioritise the case.   

I was pleased to be able to allocate significant extra resources to Tusla for 2016. The overall 
level of funding that I have provided will significantly strengthen Tusla’s base funding level 
and will give the Agency greater capacity to respond to current risk and anticipated demand, 
addressing areas of currently unmet need during 2016. The 2016 gross funding allocation under 
Budget 2016 includes an allocation of €676 million for Tusla, representing an increase of €38 
million  over the 2015 allocation. This includes €662.4 million in current expenditure and €13.6 
million in capital expenditure. 

The additional resources are intended to alleviate service pressures in child welfare and 
protection services, in particular pressures being faced in the areas of unallocated cases, private 
residential and foster care and domestic, sexual and gender based violence services. 

This level of provision addresses all of the key priorities identified by Tusla and considered 
to be achievable in 2016. The funding provision will give rise to a substantial recruitment pro-
gramme involving up to 400 additional staff next year.

02/12/2015WRE02950Child Protection Services Provision

02/12/2015WRE03000106. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which various voluntary groups, bodies and organisations dealing with the rights and 
well-being of children remain in contact with him and vice versa; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [43157/15]

02/12/2015WRE03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): My Department has 
contact with various voluntary groups, bodies and organisations dealing with the rights and 
well-being of children.  These contacts relate to a range of responsibilities that come within my 
remit and some bodies have multiple contacts with my Department in line with their respective 
areas of interest. 
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On an ongoing basis we have contacts with the State Bodies coming within remit of my 
Department, namely the Child and Family Agency and the Adoption Authority of Ireland.  We 
have contact with the Ombudsman for Children in the context of our relationship with that Of-
fice under its governing legislation.

The Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures Advisory Council was established in November 
2014 and includes representatives from key groups working in the areas of Early Years, Chil-
dren and Youth, as well as independent experts and individuals nominated by me.  The Advi-
sory Council provides the platform through which the NGO sector connects with and mobilises 
communities, families and individuals, and is an essential partner to implementation of the 
National Policy Framework for Children and Young People.

My Department works closely with youth sector interests in developing key initiatives such 
as the National Youth Strategy 2014-20, which I launched in October.  My Department main-
tains close contact with youth services throughout the country, and with the national and ma-
jor regional youth organisations. Regular meetings are held to exchange information and the 
youth services actively work with my Department on the development of coordinated policies 
and services that meet young people’s needs.  I, and officials of my Department have met, and 
continue to meet regularly, with youth organisations and groups.  My aim is to see how we can 
work together in a coordinated way to bring about the best possible outcomes for young people. 

During the development of the Children First legislation, a number of round-table meetings 
were held with key stakeholders to brief them on the provisions of the Bill. The legislation was 
enacted on 19 November 2015. 

My Department works with a wide range of non-government organisations in the develop-
ment of policy and practice on children and young people’s participation in decision-making.  
The first  National Strategy on the Participation of Children and Young People in Decision mak-
ing, 2015-2020  was developed following a consultative process involving  key groups, bodies 
and organisations dealing with the rights and well-being of children.  

Some specific topics involve contacts with particular groups.  For example:

- The Children’s Rights Alliance in relation to policy matters arising under the United Na-
tion Convention on the Rights of the Child, specifically the Third Optional Protocol to the UN-
CRC on a Communications Procedure;

- The ISPCC in relation to the Missing Children’s Hotline which is now funded by my De-
partment;

- Barnardos in relation to the provision of Guardian Ad Litem services under the Child Care 
Act 1991;

- The Children’s Research Network for Ireland and Northern Ireland, established in 2010 
to support the research community to better understand and improve the lives of children and 
young people, by creating and maintaining an inclusive, independent, non-profit network 
through which information, knowledge, experience, learning and skills can be shared.

The Children Detention Schools have service level agreements with certain organisations.  
Empowering People in Care provides advice, support and individual advocacy services to chil-
dren and young people in care, those preparing to leave care and those in aftercare.  The Youth 
Advocate Programmes organisation builds partnerships between vulnerable young people, their 
families and communities.  Their aim is to offer a community-based, strengths-focused, inten-
sive support to selected young persons for up to six months on their discharge to aid re-inte-
gration into their community, particularly where the young person doesn’t have other adequate 
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supports in place.

The Early Years Policy Unit in my Department has ongoing interaction on a range of child-
care related issues with the 31 City and County Childcare Committees and the 6 National Vol-
untary Childcare organisations that represent childcare providers and also advocate in relation 
to childcare issues.  The voluntary organisations include Barnardos, Early Childhood Ireland, 
Childminding Ireland, National Childhood Network (formally Border Counties Childcare Net-
work), St. Nicholas Montessori and the Irish Steiner Waldorf Organisation. Contacts with any 
other organisations not mentioned above can take place at any time, either at my request or in 
response to requests from the organisations concerned.

The Adoption Policy Unit of my Department has contact with various voluntary groups, 
bodies and organisations dealing with the rights and wellbeing of children.  These include 
Treoir, International Adoption Association and other advocacy /representative organisations.

02/12/2015WRE03150Juvenile Offenders

02/12/2015WRE03200107. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he 
continues to engage with juvenile offenders in providing rehabilitative or educational supports; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43159/15]

02/12/2015WRE03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The children detention 
schools, based in Oberstown, Lusk, Co Dublin, deliver services focused on education and reha-
bilitation of all young people detained in order to address offending behaviour and support their 
early re-integration into the community.  I am advised that the development project currently 
nearing completion in Oberstown includes a new purpose - built education, training and recre-
ation facility which came into use in September last.  Along with the existing services already 
being provided, these new facilities will ensure sufficient age and ability appropriate facilities 
to support the delivery, by the Dublin and Dun Laoghaire Education and Training Board, of the 
necessary education and training services to young people in detention.

In the children detention school system a range of rehabilitative supports is offered to every 
child as part of an overall programme, with the main emphasis placed on education and reha-
bilitation rather than on control and security.  A strong ethos of school attendance, education 
and training is also in place.  An individual management plan is put in place for each child 
which includes an assessment to determine the need for more specialist intervention from the 
Assessment, Consultation and Therapy Service (ACTS).  This is a national service provided 
by Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, that provides clinical services to children in detention 
and in special care, as well as short term interventions when the child returns to the commu-
nity.  There are also a number of other therapeutic and education programmes delivered on the 
Oberstown campus which are aimed at addressing offending behaviour patterns by children and 
ensuring their reintegration into society with all relevant supports that may be available in the 
community on a child’s release put in place.

The Deputy may also wish to note that earlier community based interventions to divert 
young people from offending behaviour, such as the Garda Youth Diversions Projects and the 
Garda Diversion Programme are also in place in the community and come under the responsi-
bility of my colleague, the Minister for Justice and Equality.

02/12/2015WRE03350Bullying of Children
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02/12/2015WRE03400108. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
he will put a rapid alert system in place to detect and combat bullying of children and young 
adults through the electronic and social media; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43160/15]

02/12/2015WRE03500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The most important 
step in addressing bullying, including cyberbullying, is for parents to talk to children about bul-
lying whether it is through social media or not.  Data gathered from nine year old children as 
part of Growing Up in Ireland, the National Longitudinal Survey commissioned by my depart-
ment,  showed that  based on responses from their mothers, 24% of children had been victims 
of bullying in the past year.  This represents a significantly lower proportion than that reported 
by children themselves, which was reported at 40%, suggesting either that many parents are 
unaware that their child has experienced bullying in the previous year, or that they may have 
different perspectives about what constitutes bullying.

The Action Plan On Bullying: Report of the Anti-Bullying Working Group to the Minister 
for Education and Skills was published in January 2013 clearly recognised the necessity to 
tackle this issue in a holistic way which saw schools as pivotal, but placed the issue within a 
much wider social context.  The Plan sets out twelve actions aimed at helping to prevent and 
tackle all forms of bullying in primary and post-primary schools. The actions focus on support 
for schools, teacher training, research and awareness raising.  Good progress has been made 
in implementing the actions set out in the report.  New National Anti-Bullying Procedures for 
schools were published in September 2013 and are currently being implemented by all 4,000 
primary and post primary schools in the country.  Training materials for parents, teachers and 
Boards of Management are also being developed and rolled out. Cyberbullying is just one as-
pect of bullying, but one given the rapid expansion of access to technology by young people has 
come much more sharply into focus.  The Stay Safe Programme, a personal safety skills pro-
gramme for children is currently being updated to be available to schools during the 2015/2016 
school year. The lessons on Bullying in the revised Stay Safe Programme relate to the types of 
Bullying Behaviour outlined in the definition of Bullying in the Anti-Bullying Procedures.

Schools are strengthening collaboration and interaction with youth services and promote the 
active participation by pupils in youth focused services within their local communities.  DCYA 
supports the National Youth Health Programme which is in partnership with the HSE and the 
National Youth Council of Ireland.  The programme’s aims are to provide a broad-based, flex-
ible health promotion/education support and training service to youth organisations and to all 
those working with young people in out-of-school settings, and includes programmes aimed 
at exploring bullying and cyberbullying with young people.  Young people being bullied, or 
indeed those engaging in bullying behaviour, will sometimes need support which goes beyond 
that can be provided by their immediate family.  Work is currently underway with primary care 
teams in the HSE to pilot ‘social prescribing’.  Social prescribing creates a formal means of 
enabling primary care services to refer young people with social, emotional or practical needs 
which include experience of being bullied or showing bullying behaviour to a variety of holis-
tic, local non-clinical services.

The Office for Internet Safety is an Executive Office of the Department of Justice and 
Equality has lead responsibility for internet safety in Ireland, particularly as it relates to chil-
dren.  In the Department of Justice and Equality, the Office for Internet Safety (OIS) acts as the 
co-ordinator in Ireland for the EU Safer Internet Programme.  The OIS has a dedicated website 
which contains information and links on internet safety, it also has a series of booklets on inter-
net safety issues which are available to parents and teachers.  In addition, it produces awareness 
raising materials for the Safer Internet Day which is held in February each year. In 2013 and 
2014 these concentrated on the issue of cyberbullying.  As part of its work it holds an annual 
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Safer Internet Day, which has included a rollout of a social marketing campaign specifically 
targeted at young people.  The resources produced by the Office for Internet Safety makes avail-
able free of charge, in hard and soft copy, information resources on combating cyberbullying 
and on general safety online.

The Law reform Commission is currently conducting a project on Cyber-crime affecting 
personal safety, privacy and reputation, including cyber-bullying.  The project will include 
an analysis of the types of harmful behaviour involved in this area, in particular bullying, and 
the impact which cyber-bullying through social media has had.  The Commission’s report and 
recommendations, when available, will also inform consideration of any future action by Gov-
ernment in this area.  

The Minister of  Communications established an Internet Content Governance Advisory 
Group under the chair of Dr. Brian O’Neil in 2013 to ensure our national policy represents best 
practice in offering the same online protections to our citizens as those available in the offline 
world.  The Group’s Report which was published in June, 2014 included wide ranging recom-
mendations.  Many of these recommendations were administrative in nature, and are being 
implemented, a number of structural recommendations are currently under consideration.

The internet is a fluid, evolving environment, requiring policy makers, industry and relevant 
stakeholders to be flexible as they adapt to changing and emerging contexts.  Parents also have 
a very important role in talking to their children about these issues and becoming familiar with 
tools and resources that will enable their children to take advantage of the many great opportu-
nities the internet offers in a safe and positive manner.  The internet does not now and will not 
stand still. But the work I have outlined will assist in shaping the governmental response, in the 
interests of all citizens.

02/12/2015WRE03550Mental Health Services

02/12/2015WRE03600109. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he 
has studied the issue of depression in young persons with particular reference to identifying 
early alert and subsequent support; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43161/15]

02/12/2015WRE03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): My Department col-
lects information on the issue of depression in children through the Growing Up in Ireland 
Study.

Growing Up in Ireland, The National Longitudinal Study of Children in Ireland is a study 
which is wholly sponsored by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.  Since 2007 
the study has followed the progress of two groups of children: 8,000 9-year-olds and 10,000 
9-month-olds across Ireland to collect a host of information to help improve our understanding 
of all aspects of children and their development.

The Growing Up in Ireland Study has investigated depression and mood in the older child 
cohort and as the infant cohort ages, similar questions will be introduced. 

The 13 year old wave of data collection included a ‘Short Mood and Feelings Question-
naire’ (not a clinical measure of depression) and a Children’s Self-Concept Scale for measur-
ing the child’s self-esteem.  The study found ‘low mood’ to be substantially associated with 
relationships with family, school and peers. ‘Low mood’ was strongly related to all aspects of 
self-esteem.

These findings are summarised in the Growing Up in Ireland report: ‘The Lives of 13-year-
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olds: Their Relationships, Feelings and Behaviours’.  This report is available on the Growing 
Up in Ireland website. 

Phase Two of Growing Up in Ireland has recently commenced, with data being collected 
from 17 year olds.  This includes a range of questions regarding mental health.  One such ques-
tion in the questionnaire asks specifically on how many days over the past week did the respon-
dent feel depressed. 

Growing Up in Ireland is compliant with the Statistics Act, and so participant’s anonymity 
is maintained and this data is used for statistical purposes only.  It is not used as an early-alert 
support.  However if completing the questionnaire brings issues to the surface a young person 
they will be provided with information about where they can seek help.  

Growing Up in Ireland data is open to the public. Requests can be made through the Irish 
Social Science Data Archive in UCD, or through my Department.

With reference to early alert and subsequent support, this falls under the remit of my col-
league the Minister for Health.

In the first instance, any parent who suspects his/her child may be suffering from mental 
health problems should bring their child to their local GP who will in turn refer the child to the 
appropriate Mental Health Services, Primary Care or approved Child and Adult team.

The HSE Mental Health Division supports timely access to appropriate services to address 
the mental health needs of all children from a preventative care model and early intervention 
perspective.  It should be noted, however, that mental health problems are not the sole remit of 
Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS).  Depending on the nature and sever-
ity the health need, services may be provided by the Childcare services, at Primary Care or at 
CAMHS level. 

The HSE recently adopted a Standard Operating Procedure for both in-patient and com-
munity based CAMHS.  This should help to ensure that services are delivered consistently 
and transparently.  Most importantly, it will help to ensure that the care and treatment offered 
reflects the identified clinical needs of the child.

02/12/2015WRF00150Youth Services Provision

02/12/2015WRF00200110. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he 
has identified the life-skill support requirements for young persons with particular reference to 
ensuring adequate provision at all levels, including access to education, sport and recreation, 
health and social services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43162/15]

02/12/2015WRF00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Better Outcomes, 
Brighter Futures: the National Policy Framework for Children and Young People (2014-2020) 
was developed following consultation with 66,705 children and young people, and a public 
consultation with parents and individuals who work with and for children and young people.  It 
identifies the five national outcomes towards which all of government, and indeed all of society, 
must work to achieve for children and young people.  These are that children and young people 
should be:

1. Active and healthy with physical and mental well-being;

2. Achieving full potential in all areas of learning and development;
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3. Safe and protected from harm;

4. Enjoying economic security and opportunity;

5. Connected, respected and contributing to their world.

Based on these outcomes, Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures sets out, centralises and coor-
dinates key policy commitments for children and young people across Government, and com-
mits to measuring progress against the outcomes.  It also establishes a robust implementation 
infrastructure to support implementation and monitoring and has improved coordination of 
policies and services for children and young people.

02/12/2015WRF00350Youth Services Provision

02/12/2015WRF00400111. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a 
co-ordinated youth support service exists; his plans to address such issues; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [43163/15]

02/12/2015WRF00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): My Department admin-
isters a range of funding schemes and programmes to support the provision of youth services 
to young people throughout the country including those from disadvantaged communities.  The 
funding schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 380,000 young peo-
ple and involve approximately, 1,400 youth work staff in 477 projects and 40,000 volunteers 
working in youth work services and communities throughout the country.  In 2016, current 
funding of €51m will be provided by my Department for these schemes.

My Department maintains close contact with the youth services throughout the country, and 
works closely with Education and Training Boards throughout the country. 

My Department works closely with the national and major regional youth organisations, 
including the National Youth Council or Ireland, which has a representative role for the volun-
tary youth services.  Regular meetings are held to exchange information and the youth services 
actively work with my Department on the development of coordinated policies and services 
that meet young people’s needs. 

In line with the national Youth Strategy 2015-2020, the focus is on the outcomes to be 
achieved for young people in all developmental aspects of their lives, so that they are active and 
healthy, achieving in learning and development, safe and protected from harm, have economic 
security and that they are connected and contributing to their world.  These goals are the basis 
for a coordinated approach across all youth stake-holders, including the youth services, in the 
implementation of national strategies for children and young people.

Youth Officers of the Education and Training Boards have an important support role to my 
Department, in the administration and coordination of youth services at local level.  Youth Offi-
cers engage with local services, on behalf of my Department.  They provide support and advice 
in matters to do with the application and reporting processes for funding and the implementa-
tion of quality standards in services for young people. 

Many Youth Officers and local youth services participate in the Children and Young Peo-
ple’s Services Committees, set up by my Department, throughout the country.  These Commit-
tees provide a forum for joint planning and coordination to ensure children and young people 
and their families receive improved, coordinated and accessible services at local level.
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I, and officials of my Department have met, and continue to meet regularly, with youth or-
ganisations and groups.  My aim is to see how we can work together in a coordinated way to 
bring about the best possible outcomes for young people.

02/12/2015WRF00550Obesity Strategy

02/12/2015WRF00600112. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if he has studied obesity in 
children, with particular reference to identifying dietary habits and to disseminating informa-
tion or protocols to assist children, teenagers and parents; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43158/15]

02/12/2015WRF00700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Childhood overweight and obesity are a 
major public health issue in Ireland.  Health information data from Growing Up in Ireland 
(2012), the Childhood Obesity Surveillance Initiative (2012), the Health Behaviour in School-
aged Children survey (2015) and other sources confirm that one in four children are overweight 
or obese.  As well as being a significant cause of concern for children’s health, the risk of obe-
sity in older age is much higher if obesity starts earlier in life.

This Government established a cross-departmental Special Action Group on Obesity 
(SAGO) in 2011, to advise on how best to halt the increase in rates of obesity and how to re-
duce the burden on individuals, communities and the State.  Its work programme has included:

- The development of revised Healthy Eating Guidelines;

- With Safefood, a multimedia campaign to tackle childhood obesity;

- Action during the Irish presidency of the EU which led to the development of an EU Joint 
Action on Childhood Obesity;

- Treatment Guidelines for overweight and obesity;

- Calorie Posting in restaurants;

- Developing a code of practice for marketing in the non- broadcast media.

In addition, my Department assisted in food labelling, and in the development of a number 
of treatment algorithms and clinical guidelines providing for child monitoring in primary care.

As the Deputy will be aware, I prioritised the development of an Obesity Policy and Action 
Plan under the Healthy Ireland Framework as major project for 2015.  Improving the level of 
healthy weight in children and reducing health inequality will be at the heart of the policy.  I am 
pleased to say that the Obesity Policy and Action Plan is now at an advanced stage, and I hope 
to be in a position to present it to Government in the near future.

02/12/2015WRF00750Medical Card Eligibility

02/12/2015WRF00800113. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will allow citizens of 
the United Kingdom (details supplied) who receive an Irish pension to receive a medical card; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43193/15]

02/12/2015WRF00900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under Regulation (EC) 883/2004 on the 
coordination of social security systems, persons insured in any EU Member State, together 
with persons insured in any EEA Member State (Iceland, Norway or Liechtenstein) or in Swit-
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zerland, are entitled to receive health care services in Ireland at the cost of that member state 
provided they are not subject to Irish social security legislation.  Persons in this category are 
entitled to full eligibility and receive a medical card as evidence of their entitlement.  The ap-
plicant is only required to demonstrate to the HSE that they qualify under the EU Regulations 
and there is no requirement to submit income details and details of savings. 

The applicant must produce the appropriate E or S-form, completed by their Member State 
confirming the healthcare entitlement for which that state is liable.  The position regarding the 
UK is that, under a reciprocal agreement, the EU S form is not required, however, proof of re-
ceipt of a qualifying payment from the UK authorities should be provided with the application 
to the HSE.  

The HSE has responsibility to establish if an applicant is subject to Irish social security leg-
islation.  A person is considered subject to Irish social security legislation if s/he is in receipt of 
a contributory Irish social welfare payment or engaged in work in Ireland and subject to PRSI.  
If a person is considered subject to Irish social security legislation, the person will not qualify 
for a Medical Card under EU legislation, but may qualify for a means-tested medical card under 
national legislation.

02/12/2015WRF00950Medical Card Drugs Availability

02/12/2015WRF01000114. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health when a decision will be made 
on including the multiple sclerosis drug Frampidine in the medical card scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43048/15]

02/12/2015WRF01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive added Fampridine (brand name Fampyra®) to its List of Reimbursable Items 
on 1 October 2015.

Reimbursement will be extended, under the Long Term Illness Scheme, where a demonstra-
tion of clinical response (based on objective criteria agreed with clinical experts) is recorded 
and where that clinical response is shown to persist, based on objective measurement at six-
month intervals.

02/12/2015WRF01150Parliamentary Questions

02/12/2015WRF01200115. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health why this Deputy has not re-
ceived a reply to Parliamentary Question No. 141 of 30 September 2015; and if this information 
is available or not. [43050/15]

02/12/2015WRF01300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I apologise for the delay in replying to your 
previous Parliamentary Question.  I understand that the National Ambulance Service is prepar-
ing a reply to you, which they hope to finalise and issue shortly.

02/12/2015WRF01350Mental Health Services Provision

02/12/2015WRF01400116. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if an urgent assessment of a 
person (details supplied) in Dublin 13 will be arranged. [43051/15]

02/12/2015WRF01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the par-
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ticular issue raised by the Deputy relates to an individual case, this is a service matter for the 
Health Service Executive.  Accordingly, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 
working days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

02/12/2015WRF01550Hospital Waiting Lists

02/12/2015WRF01600117. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of the case of 
a person (details supplied) in County Kerry who is waiting to have a procedure in the South 
Infirmary Hospital in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43059/15]

02/12/2015WRF01700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the Health Service Executive, sets out the 
processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

02/12/2015WRF01750Mental Health Services Staff

02/12/2015WRF01800118. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of mental 
health posts that were approved in 2012, 2013, 2014 and in 2015 to date but which are not yet 
filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43069/15]

02/12/2015WRF01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Govern-
ment has provided €125 million ring-fenced funding for mental health since 2012 up to the end 
of 2015, to modernise services in line with A Vision for Change (AVFC) and Programme for 
Government commitments.  A key focus has been additional posts to strengthen Community 
Mental Health Teams for both adults and children.  This funding is also being used to enhance 
specialist community mental health services for older people with a mental illness, those with 
an intellectual disability and mental illness, the forensic mental health services, and suicide 
prevention initiatives. 

Around 1,150 new posts have been approved since 2012 to 2014.  These posts facilitate the 
policy of moving away from traditional institutional based care to a patient-centred, flexible and 
community based mental health service where hospital admissions are greatly reduced, while 
still providing in-patient care when appropriate. As at end September:

- 400.5 or 96% of the 416 development posts for 2012 have started;

- 431 or 90% of the 477.5 development posts for 2013 have started;
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- Of the 251 development posts for 2014, 103 have been recruited of which 97 had started 
by 30 September 2015, and a further 64.5 are at various stages of the recruitment process.

Following discussions between the Department of Health and the HSE around the allocation 
of the €35 million provided for mental health in 2015, the priority areas to be further enhanced 
and developed have been agreed and approved.  Some of the funding will be used this year to 
improve safety and regulatory compliance of services, as well as funding enhanced service 
capacity, which was funded up to now through the use of time-related savings from previous 
years’ allocations.  A further €35 million has been secured for mental health in 2016.  The de-
tails of the 2016 Budget will be finalised with the HSE in the context of approval of its 2016 
National Service Plan, which will also outline the total amount of funding for all services, in-
cluding, mental health services, in 2016.

02/12/2015WRF01950HSE Funding

02/12/2015WRF02000119. Deputy Eamon Gilmore asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of 
public funding for the Laura Lynn Hospice, the only children’s hospice in the country; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43071/15]

02/12/2015WRF02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.  If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them.

02/12/2015WRF02150Medical Card Drugs Availability

02/12/2015WRF02200120. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 412 of 27 January 2015, the status of the anomalous situation which results in medical 
card holders on mixed dosage medication being charged for each millilitre size as an individual 
item; his plans to address this problem; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43072/15]

02/12/2015WRF02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Medical card 
holders are required to pay a €2.50 charge per item for medicines and other prescription items 
supplied to them by community pharmacists, subject to a cap of €25 per month for each person 
or family.   

Where a prescribed drug or medicine is required to be dispensed in different strengths and 
different containers, and therefore claimed as more than one item, a prescription charge applies 
to each claimed strength of the product.

I have asked the HSE to examine this matter to see whether a practical solution can be found 
in respect of the issue raised by the Deputy.

02/12/2015WRF02350Disability Services Funding

02/12/2015WRF02400121. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
supplied) regarding Gheel disability services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43073/15]

02/12/2015WRF02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Government 
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policy is to enable young people with disabilities to develop the skills they will need to live in-
dependent lives to the greatest extent possible, and to receive the supports they need in order to 
achieve this.  Additional funding of €12 million, was allocated by the Health Service Executive 
(HSE) to meet the needs of almost 1,400 young people who required continuing health-funded 
supports on leaving school or rehabilitative training (RT) this year, of which €6 million was 
made available to provide services from September.

Finding the resources and the physical capacity to meet the needs of a growing number 
of new service users every year is a challenging task.  When this year’s support requirements 
were identified, the cost of meeting those needs in full exceeded the amount available and an 
additional €1.5 million was added by the HSE to the overall allocation, making a total of €13.5 
million full-year costs available to meet those needs.  A further €1.5 million once-off capital 
funding was also allocated by the HSE for the provision of suitable buildings, premises and 
accommodation.

I understand from the HSE that by early July, 97% of all school-leavers in Community 
Healthcare Area 9 had been offered a placement from September which met their needs in full.  
In relation to the individuals that had applied for a service from Gheel Autism Services, the 
HSE indicated in early July that there would be an allocation of €708,000 made available to 
Gheel to provide the model of day service that they had developed and once off capital funding 
of €80,000.  However, following extensive negotiations with Gheel during July and August, it 
was established that services for these individuals could not be delivered by Gheel within this 
allocation and that Gheel would not be a provider of services for these young people.

Following these negotiations, the HSE initiated discussions in August with two alternative 
service providers, Praxis Care and Autism Initiatives, who already provide quality day services 
to young people with autism.  These providers have agreed to develop appropriate service 
responses for 21 young people.  Of these 21, two individuals have recently commenced with 
Praxis.  Home support services are being made available to the remaining 19 individuals as an 
interim arrangement and I understand from the HSE, that their new service will be in place by 
the end of March 2016 at the latest.

Each Local Health Office area in the HSE has a dedicated Disability Manager to coordinate 
the delivery of services to people with disabilities.  It is open to this family to pursue the mat-
ter with the Disability Manager for their area who can be contacted at the HSE offices, Fujitsu 
House, Unit 100, 4th Floor, Lakeshore Drive, Airside Business Park, Swords, Co. Dublin, tele-
phone 01-8953727.

02/12/2015WRF02550Health Services Provision

02/12/2015WRF02600122. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence 
regarding the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43074/15]

02/12/2015WRF02700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): With regard to the specific query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.  If you 
have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Of-
fice and my officials will follow the matter up.

02/12/2015WRF02750Mental Health Services Provision
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02/12/2015WRF02800123. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the status of the home-based crisis 
teams; the work they perform; the location of each team; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43077/15]

02/12/2015WRF02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The role of 
the Community Mental Health Team (CMHT) is to provide comprehensive multidisciplinary 
interventions to address the range of needs of the service user.  A Vision for Change recom-
mends that the general adult CMHT should conduct assessments and provide a range of best-
practice interventions for adults with complex mental health problems.  This incorporates a 
number of treatment modalities to deliver services to local sectors including home-based treat-
ment, crisis intervention, outpatient and day hospital programmes, acute in-patient care and 
risk assessment.  Vision also recommends that home-based treatment teams be identified within 
each CMHT and provide prompt services to known and new service users as appropriate. 

In relation to the specific issues raised by the Deputy, as these are service issues this ques-
tion has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If you have not received a reply within 15 
working days, please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

02/12/2015WRF02950Medical Card Applications

02/12/2015WRF03000124. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health when a person (de-
tails supplied) in Dublin 13 will received a decision regarding a discretionary medical card. 
[43087/15]

02/12/2015WRF03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

02/12/2015WRF03150Hospital Waiting Lists

02/12/2015WRF03200125. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Clare will have surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43096/15]

02/12/2015WRF03300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
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uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the Health Service Executive, sets out the 
processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

02/12/2015WRF03350Dental Services Provision

02/12/2015WRF03400126. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure the return of 
a schools dental service to County Kildare, in the context of the development of a new primary 
health care centre on the Dublin Road in Kildare town; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43098/15]

02/12/2015WRF03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is 
a service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the 
Deputy.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

02/12/2015WRF03550Dental Services Provision

02/12/2015WRF03600127. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare will be provided with dental treatment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43115/15]

02/12/2015WRF03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is 
a service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the 
Deputy.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

02/12/2015WRF03750Health Services Staff Data

02/12/2015WRF03800128. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of public health 
nurse and registered general nurse community posts that are vacant in County Roscommon and 
in County Galway; his plans to fill these posts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43116/15]

02/12/2015WRF03900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

02/12/2015WRF03950Hospital Appointments Status

02/12/2015WRF04000129. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly will receive a hospital appointment. [43128/15]

02/12/2015WRF04100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
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Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and the 
hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

02/12/2015WRG00150Patient Transport Provision

02/12/2015WRG00200130. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health if he is aware that buses 
which have been specifically obtained to ferry patients from St. Luke’s Hospital to Beaumont 
Hospital are not in service; the reason for that; and when a service will be provided. [43131/15]

02/12/2015WRG00300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): St Luke’s Hospital has for ten years oper-
ated a minibus to transport patients to and from treatment.  This minibus was supplied by the 
Friends of St Luke’s, though the staffing and running costs are provided by St Luke’s Hospital.  
The minibus remains in use, and has been continually in use other than in cases of servicing or 
breakdowns.

Recently the Friends of St Luke’s agreed to fund the purchase of two minibuses.  The re-
placement minibus is due for delivery by the end of the year and the second is expected in the 
new year, after which both will operate to provide an improved service.

02/12/2015WRG00350Health Care Professionals

02/12/2015WRG00400131. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health if he has made a final deci-
sion regarding his proposal to prescribe the title of physical therapist as a variant of the speci-
fied title of physiotherapist; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43133/15]

02/12/2015WRG00500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Physiotherapists Registration Board 
will soon make the necessary bye-laws under the Health and Social Care Professionals Act 
2005 to allow it to establish its register early next year. The title of physiotherapist will, as a 
consequence, be protected for the exclusive use of the board’s registrants when the register’s 2 
year transitional period ends in 2018.

I am currently examining the issue of also protecting the title of physical therapist under the 
Act.  In the rest of the English speaking world the titles of physical therapist and physiothera-
pist  are interchangeable and their users are qualified physiotherapists.  In Ireland, however, the 
title is used by a number of practitioners who are not physiotherapists but who are competing 
with physiotherapists in the private sector in the provision of musculoskeletal therapies. 

Earlier this year, having consulted with the Health and Social Care Professionals Council, I 
wrote to a number of relevant organisations regarding my proposal to protect the title of physi-
cal therapist as a variant of the title of physiotherapist and invited them to submit their views. 
The submissions are now being examined and I expect that I will make a decision on the matter 
before the end of the year that ensures public protection and appropriately addresses the legiti-
mate concerns of all parties. 
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02/12/2015WRG00550Hospital Waiting Lists

02/12/2015WRG00600132. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a date for a procedure  will 
be provided to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry following a further urgent referral; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43151/15]

02/12/2015WRG00700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the Health Service Executive, sets out the 
processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

02/12/2015WRG00750Orthodontic Services Provision

02/12/2015WRG00800133. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter (details 
supplied) regarding orthodontic treatment for children in the midlands; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43164/15]

02/12/2015WRG00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE pro-
vides orthodontic treatment to those who have been assessed and referred for treatment before 
their 16th birthday.  Patients are assessed by the HSE Orthodontic Service under the modified 
Index of Treatment Need. Patients with the greatest level of need i.e. Grade 5 or Grade 4 are 
provided with treatment by the HSE. Under EU Directive 201/24/EU, now commonly referred 
to as the Cross Border Directive (CBH), it is open to persons entitled to public patient health-
care in Ireland to choose to avail of that healthcare in another EU or EEA country or Switzer-
land.  Access to orthodontic care under the CBD may be availed of by patients who have been 
assessed as eligible under the modified Index of Treatment Need. 

The pilot scheme in the Dublin North East area (DNE), which involves up-skilling staff to 
work as orthodontic therapists is currently underway.  One member of the dental hygienist staff 
and one member of the dental nursing staff completed a one-year training course in September 
2015. They are now working in the HSE under the supervision of specialist orthodontists. The 
scheme is currently undergoing an evaluation, which includes consideration of how the scheme 
is affecting waiting lists. Figures are currently being collated and early indications are positive. 
It is planned to extend the scheme nationally after the evaluation has been completed. 

As recruitment of staff in the Midlands is a service matter, this part of the question has been 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.  If you have not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and they will 
follow up the matter with them.
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02/12/2015WRG00950Health Services Provision

02/12/2015WRG01000134. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health his commitment to maintain-
ing health administration services in a town (details supplied) in County Meath. [43167/15]

02/12/2015WRG01100135. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the departments of the Health 
Service Executive administration health business services that will relocate from a town (details 
supplied) in County Meath; the reason; the level of staff consultation that has or will take place; 
the criteria that have been used in the selection process; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43168/15]

02/12/2015WRG01200136. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Ex-
ecutive has considered replacement posts or a replacement unit for the staff, where it has been 
proposed to relocate an administrative unit of the executive from a town (details supplied) in 
County Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43169/15]

02/12/2015WRG01300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 134 to 136, 
inclusive, together.

I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly on these matters.  If you have not 
received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matters with them.

02/12/2015WRG01350Drugs Payment Scheme Coverage

02/12/2015WRG01400137. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the status of the application 
to include the drug Kuvan Sapropterin in the drug re-imbursement programme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43172/15]

02/12/2015WRG01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE has 
statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicinal products un-
der the community drug schemes in accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. Prior to reimbursing any medicine, the HSE considers a 
range of statutory criteria, including clinical need, cost-effectiveness and the resources avail-
able to the HSE.

The decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds by the HSE on the advice of the National Centre for Pharma-
coeconomics. They are not political or ministerial decisions. 

Sapropterin (Kuvan®) was previously considered under the national pricing and reimburse-
ment processes in 2009. At that time, insufficient evidence was available to support the pricing 
and reimbursement application submitted by the manufacturer.

The manufacturer recently submitted a new application for pricing and reimbursement of 
Kuvan; this application will now be considered in line with criteria set out in the Health (Pricing 
and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013 and using the processes outlined in national pricing 
framework agreements.

As the application process is ongoing, it is not possible to discuss potential outcomes or 
comment further at this time.
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02/12/2015WRG01550Hospital Waiting Lists

02/12/2015WRG01600138. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for orthopae-
dic hip replacement surgery in Letterkenny University Hospital in County Donegal; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43173/15]

02/12/2015WRG01700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the specific query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
my officials will follow the matter up.

02/12/2015WRG01750Hospital Services

02/12/2015WRG01800139. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health why the outpatients clinic at the 
Sheil Hospital in Ballyshannon, County Donegal, has been cancelled on a number of occasions 
in the past number of months (details supplied); his plans to have it re-instated; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43174/15]

02/12/2015WRG01900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the specific query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
my officials will follow the matter up.

02/12/2015WRG01950Hospital Appointments Status

02/12/2015WRG02000140. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Donegal will receive an appointment  in Galway University Hospital. [43175/15]

02/12/2015WRG02100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and the 
hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

02/12/2015WRG02150Hospital Waiting Lists

02/12/2015WRG02200141. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal will receive a hospital appointment; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [43176/15]

02/12/2015WRG02300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
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Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the Health Service Executive, sets out the 
processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

02/12/2015WRG02350Hospital Services

02/12/2015WRG02400142. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the inpatient and outpatient care 
services provided at St. Joseph’s Community Hospital in County Donegal in each year from 
2005 to 2015 to date, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43188/15]

02/12/2015WRG02500143. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of inpatient beds at 
St. Jospeh’s Community Hospital in County Donegal in each year from 2005 to 2015 to date, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43189/15]

02/12/2015WRG02600144. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the staffing levels, including 
details of positions and job titles, at Saint Joseph’s Community Hospital in County Donegal, 
in each year from 2005 to 2015, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43190/15]

02/12/2015WRG02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 142 to 144, inclusive, together.

As these are service matters they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

02/12/2015WRG02750Medical Card Eligibility

02/12/2015WRG02800145. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if a family income supplement 
is taken into consideration when assessing an application for a discretionary medical card (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43195/15]

02/12/2015WRG02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

02/12/2015WRG02950Departmental Funding

02/12/2015WRG03000146. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health the status of an application 
(details supplied) under the capital programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43199/15]

02/12/2015WRG03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I recently 
announced an additional €300m capital allocation for refurbishment or replacement of social 
care facilities for older persons’ units and disability units to allow such facilities to comply with 
relevant National Standards by 2021.  The HSE is formulating its plans for the application of 
this funding, and once these plans are ready they will be discussed in detail with the Health 
Information and Quality Authority. In advance of that process it is not possible to comment on 
any individual facility.

02/12/2015WRG03150Human Rights Issues

02/12/2015WRG03200147. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the actions he 
is taking to secure the release from prison of a person (details supplied), particularly given the 
concerns expressed by a wide range of human rights watchdogs, such as Amnesty International, 
that this person will not receive a fair trial; if he is pursuing the most effective policies in this 
regard in order to secure this person’s release; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43064/15]

02/12/2015WRG03300148. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views 
on correspondence regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [43075/15]

02/12/2015WRG03400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 147 and 148 together.

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has a clear strategy in this case which is fo-
cused on achieving a positive outcome at the earliest time possible for this citizen.  That strat-
egy is based on two key objectives: first, to see this citizen released by the Egyptian authorities 
so that he can return to his family and his studies in Ireland and secondly to provide consular 
support for his welfare while he remains in detention. 

In furtherance of these objectives, I have intensively engaged with the Egyptian authorities, 
including the Egyptian Minister for Foreign Affairs and Egypt’s Ambassador to Ireland, and 
with EU and international partners, including High Representative of the European Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Ms. Federica Mogherini.  The Taoiseach also raised the 
case in person on two occasions with Egyptian President al-Sisi.  The information we receive 
from all of these contacts is carefully considered and used in reviewing our approach to this 
case on a constant basis.

Significant resources in Cairo and in Dublin continue to be deployed in the provision of 
comprehensive consular assistance to both the citizen and their family.  I would also note that 
Embassy officials visited this citizen in detention for the forty-eighth time on 23 November.  Ir-
respective of any views regarding the fairness or appropriateness of any arrest abroad, the real-
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ity is that where an Irish citizen is charged with an offence under the law of a foreign country, 
it is the foreign law that applies and it is the relevant foreign court which decides matters such 
as bail and release.

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade continues to review its approach and retains 
the flexibility to adjust it as and when that may be required, but the Government’s approach is 
guided at all times by the two key objectives set out above.

02/12/2015WRG03450School Services Staff

02/12/2015WRG03500149. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will contact 
the board of management of a school (details supplied) in County Limerick concerning the po-
sition of a retired caretaker; if she will resolve this issue in conjunction with the board of man-
agement given that the caretaker would have been prepared to continue to work if made aware 
of the full facts; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43194/15]

02/12/2015WRG03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The issue raised by the 
Deputy is a matter for the employer .i.e. the Board of Management of the school concerned.

02/12/2015WRH00150Special Educational Needs Service Provision

02/12/2015WRH00200150. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will in-
tervene in the case of a child (details supplied) in Dublin 13 to ensure that extra supports are 
provided. [43052/15]

02/12/2015WRH00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department provides a range of supports for pupils with special educational needs aris-
ing such as Emotional Behavioural Disorder (EBD) or Severe Emotional Behavioural Disorder 
(SEBD).  Where children with such needs have consequential care or learning support needs, 
additional Resource Teaching and/or care support is provided to schools to support their needs 
in school.  For pupils who require more specialised supports, special school and special class 
placements are also available.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network 
of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), for allocating resource teaching and 
Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support, to schools to support children with special educational 
needs.  The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support, which 
is set out in my Department’s Circular 0030/2014.

Circular 0030/2014 sets out the policy of allocating SNA support for a newly enrolling 
Junior Infant who has a clear and obvious need for such support e.g. a child who has a signifi-
cant additional care need arising from an intellectual, sensory or physical disability.  For those 
children where it is not yet clear whether difficulties will manifest in a classroom environment, 
the Circular states that, in general, it is expected that all primary school pupils having their first 
school experience will have been enrolled and will have commenced attending school before 
any application for SNA support will be made.  In relation to possible anticipated behavioural 
difficulties in particular, it is more appropriate to wait until the child begins school in order to 
see how they have been able to engage in the classroom.

The Circular explains that provision of SNA support should not be considered as a first 
response for management of behaviour, and should only be provided where it is clear that be-
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havioural management strategies have not been successful to date and where it is demonstrated 
how access to such support can assist with ongoing planning and intervention for the child.

Responsibility for the management of behaviour in schools is a matter for individual schools.  
Schools may seek advice from the National Educational Psychological Service, their Special 
Educational Needs Organiser, or from the National Behavioural Support Service as to how 
children with behavioural needs can best be supported in school.

It is open to schools to contact their local SENO to discuss the SNA and resource teaching 
allocation process.  Parents may also contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s 
special educational needs, using the contact details available the NCSE website www.ncse.ie.

As this question relates to an application for support for an individual child, I will arrange to 
have the matter referred to the NCSE for their attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

02/12/2015WRH00350School Textbooks

02/12/2015WRH00400151. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a book (details sup-
plied) is on the approved list for the junior certificate English course; if she has received com-
plaints regarding its suitability for young teenagers due to its adult nature; if she is reviewing its 
suitability; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43080/15]

02/12/2015WRH00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Texts for inclusion in the 
lists of prescribed works for study at Junior Cycle are chosen by a sub-committee of the Na-
tional Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA)’s English Development Group.  It is 
important to note that schools exercise a high degree of discretion in deciding on the texts that 
students study, and are not compelled to use any particular text from the list.  Further enquiries 
on this matter should be addressed to the NCCA.

The Junior Cycle for Teachers website (www.jct.ie) also provides guidance for teachers in 
selecting novels for the classroom.

02/12/2015WRH00550School Services Staff

02/12/2015WRH00600152. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Education and Skills 
why secretaries and special needs assistants in primary schools who are being paid by the board 
of management have no pension entitlements or incremental scale increases, but have had their 
salaries reduced by 5%; if she will include them on the same payment scheme as secondary 
school secretaries who are paid as civil servants; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[43081/15]

02/12/2015WRH00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): All Special Needs Assis-
tants (SNAs) are paid on the SNA incremental salary scales which are set by the Minister for 
Education and Skills in conjunction with the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform and 
their employment is pensionable.

The majority of primary schools receive grant assistance to provide for secretarial and/or 
caretaking services.  Within the grant schemes, the level and extent of services provided is a 
matter for school management who, through the discretion afforded under the scheme, apply 
diverse arrangements for secretarial and/or caretaking services as resources permit.

Where a school uses the grant funding to employ a Secretary and/or Caretaker, such staff 
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are employees of the individual school.  My Department therefore does not have any role in 
determining the pay and conditions under which they are engaged.  These are matters to be 
agreed between the staff concerned and the school management, subject of course to any rel-
evant statutory provisions.

Notwithstanding the above, it was recently agreed that my Department would engage in an 
arbitration process regarding the pay of School Secretaries and Caretakers.  The Arbitrator has 
now issued his report, in which he recommends increases in the hourly rates paid to School 
Secretaries and Caretakers and the establishment of a minimum hourly pay rate.  The recom-
mendations are now being considered by the parties.  My intention is to accept the Arbitrator’s 
recommendations, subject to their acceptance by the union side.

02/12/2015WRH00750Schools Health and Safety

02/12/2015WRH00800153. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she is aware of 
the child safety concerns in respect of traffic, of parents of children attending a school (details 
supplied) in County Limerick; if she is in a position to help with proposed remediation works; 
the help and advice she can offer the school; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[43091/15]

02/12/2015WRH00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department has no re-
cord of receiving an application for funding for remediation works from the school referred to 
by the Deputy.

It is not clear from the information provided by the Deputy as to what the issues are at the 
school and whether these are internal or external to the school site.  It would be matter for the 
Board of Management to address traffic management issues within the school boundary.  Traffic 
issues external to the school site would be a matter for the local authority in the first instance.

02/12/2015WRH00950Third Level Fees

02/12/2015WRH01000154. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there are im-
pediments in European Union legislation to changing Irish legislation to give all Irish citizens 
access to the free fees scheme for third level, regardless of their residency status, to enable them 
to access the scheme without having to be resident here for three of the five years prior to mak-
ing their entry application to third level, without giving the same access to all European Union 
citizens. [43095/15]

02/12/2015WRH01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The position is that it is not 
possible to limit any amendments to the free fees schemes which impacts only on Irish citizens 
as to do so is contrary to EU law.

As the Deputy will be aware, in order to qualify for tuition fee funding, students must be 
first-time undergraduates, hold inter alia EU/EEA/Swiss nationality in their own right, and have 
been ordinarily resident in an EU/EEA/Swiss state for at least three of the five years preceding 
their entry to an approved third level course.

Where students do not qualify for free fees funding they must pay the appropriate fee - ei-
ther EU or Non-EU, as determined by each higher education institution.  Due to concerns in 
relation to the fact that in some cases the higher non-EU fee was being charged to students who 
held EU/EEA/Swiss nationality but did not meet the residency clause for free fees, the Depart-
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ment requested higher education institutions to charge the more moderate EU fee to such stu-
dents who have completed at least five academic years of study (primary or post-primary level) 
in Ireland/EU/EEA/Switzerland and commence their first undergraduate course of study in an 
approved institution here.  This position took effect from the academic year 2014/15. There are 
no plans to further amend this provision.

02/12/2015WRH01150Schools Building Projects Status

02/12/2015WRH01200155. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
proposal for a school campus at the Commons on the Hazelhatch Road in Celbridge, County 
Kildare, and of the planning application made by the Kildare Wicklow Education and Train-
ing Board for a primary-secondary school campus at the site; the Department or other body 
that is currently dealing with this application and the related school campus proposal; if she is 
pursuing this site as the preferred site for the proposed school campus, notwithstanding the ob-
jections raised by the planning department of Kildare County Council and upheld by An Bord 
Pleanála to the training board’s proposals; and if she has any other sites in mind for a primary 
or a secondary school on the Dublin Road, the Hazelhatch Road or the Newtown Road side of 
the Liffey in Celbridge. [43135/15]

02/12/2015WRH01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Outline planning permis-
sion for a primary school on the site in question was granted by Kildare County Council in 
December 2009, and a subsequent application for outline permission for development of the 
site to include a post-primary school was granted in July 2010.  A planning application for per-
manent school buildings on this site was subsequently refused by Kildare County Council on 11 
December 2013 and this decision was upheld by An Bord Pleanála on 26 May 2014.

The site remains the Department’s preferred site for the schools. 

There have been extensive discussions with the Council concerning flood relief measures.  
In this regard, proposals from the Council involve extending the brief of a Department ap-
pointed project consultant to encompass a considerably broader assessment of flooding in the 
catchment area.  If accepted by the Department, the proposals would broaden the scope of the 
assessment beyond the identification of what is required  to designing, preparing a part eight 
planning tender and overseeing works.  A number of factors prevent the adoption of these re-
quests including non compliance with statutory procurement regulations and managing a pro-
cess over lands that are not in the Department’s control.  These difficulties have been conveyed 
to the Council on a number of occasions.  

02/12/2015WRH01350Site Acquisitions

02/12/2015WRH01400156. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the Commons 
on the Hazelhatch Road in Celbridge, County Kildare, site was purchased; who purchased this 
site; who authorised its purchase; the amount paid; the zoning status when purchased, that is, 
agricultural, residential or strategic infrastructure; if the site has been re-zoned; and if the pur-
chase was agreed subject to planning permission for the intended use. [43136/15]

02/12/2015WRH01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Kildare VEC (now Kildare 
and Wicklow Education and Training Board) acquired the site for a primary and post-primary 
school on Hazelhatch Road, Celbridge in two transactions in 2009 and 2010.

The site was acquired in 2 parts (one comprising circa 3 acres and a second comprising an 
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area of circa 7 acres) and funding was provided by my Department. The acquisition of the site 
was authorised by my Department.

On November 3, 2009, Kildare VEC received official notification of the decision of Kildare 
County Council to grant outline planning permission for the construction of a primary school 
on the smaller area of the site.  The contract for this portion of the site was signed subsequently 
by Kildare VEC on November 17, 2009, and the sale closed on December 21, 2009.  The final 
grant of outline planning permission had issued in the interim on December 8, 2009.

Outline planning permission for a post-primary school was granted by Kildare County 
Council in July 2010.  The contract for the larger portion of the site, to accommodate the post-
primary school, was executed subsequently in November 2010.

The site is located within an area which, under the 2010 Celbridge LAP, is afforded the 
zoning objective E – Community & Educational.  This zoning objective provides for inter-alia 
‘community and educational facilities including health care, child care, fire station, courthouse, 
schools, meeting halls and other community facilities, ancillary neighbourhood uses and ser-
vices.’ Section 10.3 of the LAP identified the subject site for the provision a new primary and 
secondary school.

A planning application for permanent school buildings on this site was subsequently re-
fused by Kildare County Council in December 2013 and this decision was upheld by An Bord 
Pleanála in May 2014.

02/12/2015WRH01550Schools Building Projects Status

02/12/2015WRH01600157. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans and in-
tentions with regard to a Gaelcolaiste in north Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [43137/15]

02/12/2015WRH01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): On the 17 November last I 
announced the details of the new schools to be provided nationwide in 2017 and 2018.

I also announced that in view of the anticipated number of enrolments in the Irish-medium 
Aonad of Maynooth Community College and the continued support for a Gaelcholáiste in the 
North Kildare area that a Gaelcholáiste will be established in 2019 to serve the North Kildare 
area, subject to sufficient viability of the Aonad.  The Gaelcholáiste will open under the joint 
patronage of Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training Board an An Foras Pátrúnachta.

02/12/2015WRH01750Site Acquisitions

02/12/2015WRH01800158. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
purchase of a site for a school (details supplied) in County Meath; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [43165/15]

02/12/2015WRH01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The project to deliver a new 
building for the school referred to by the Deputy was included in the list of projects recently 
announced to go to construction in 2019-2021.

As the Deputy will be aware, officials in my Department have been working closely with 
officials from Meath County Council towards the acquisition of a permanent site to meet the 
needs of the school to which she refers.  A suitable site has now been identified, and the site 
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acquisition is being progressed. However due to commercial sensitivities it is not possible to 
provide further information at this time.

02/12/2015WRH01950National Training Fund

02/12/2015WRH02000159. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount 
collected from the national training levy in each of the years 2010 to 2015 to date; a breakdown 
of the use of this funding by types of course or programme, by apprenticeship, by traineeship, 
by further education, by third level, by research, etc; the purpose of the fund, and the evolution 
of its use over the past number of years. [43178/15]

02/12/2015WRH02100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
The National Training Fund (NTF) was established in 2000 to raise the skills of those in em-
ployment and to provide training to those who wish to acquire skills to take up employment.  
It is also used to provide information in relation to existing, or likely future, requirements for 
skills in the economy.  NTF income includes National Training Levy receipts, European Social 
Fund refunds and European Globalisation Funds.

The information the Deputy has requested is set out in the table. 

- 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 ESTIMATES 
2015

- € € € € € €
INCOME
National 
Training 
Levy

309,000,000 316,000,000 299,000,000 317,000,000 338,000,000 352,951,000

EXPENDI-
TURE
Training 
Programmes 
for those in 
Employment
Training 
Programmes 
in Employ-
ment (incl. 
Apprentice-
ships)

69,617,000 54,236,000 52,467,000 39,600,000 39,600,000 49,600,000

Training 
Networks 
Programme - 
Skillnets

13,607,580 11,600,000 11,470,600 11,020,000 11,924,000 12,636,000

Training 
Grants to 
Industry

5,430,000 6,175,231 5,755,532 5,802,935 6,500,000 6,500,000

Workplace 
Basic Educa-
tion Fund

1,608,689 2,800,000 2,170,203 2,549,707 2,800,000 2,800,000

Community 
& Voluntary 
Organisations

775,000 375,087 375,000 375,000 375,000 375,000



2 December 2015

291

- 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 ESTIMATES 
2015

- € € € € € €
INCOME
Continuing 
Professional 
Development

150,000 75,000 75,000 75,000 75,000 75,000

Training 
Programmes 
for Employ-
ment
Training 
Programmes 
for Employ-
ment

286,176,901 236,812,159 253,528,782 256,769,130 248,121,146 246,410,000

Springboard 0 0 10,165,550 18,353,026 23,688,000 22,438,300
ICT Skills 
Programme

0 0 2,600,000 3,346,754 5,000,000 5,000,000

MOMEN-
TUM 
(LMAF/
LMETF)

16,754,118 12,818,592 1,144,000 10,000,000 8,000,000 15,300,000

Provision of 
Information 
on Skills Re-
quirements

1,101,296 1,375,896 1,138,221 905,565 816,402 860,000

395,220,584 326,267,965 340,889,888 348,797,117 346,899,548 361,994,300

02/12/2015WRH02150Departmental Reports

02/12/2015WRH02200160. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the 
final report of the Cassells group will be published. [43179/15]

02/12/2015WRH02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In light of continued pres-
sures on the higher education system, former Minister Quinn established an expert group to 
examine future funding of higher education under the independent chairmanship of Peter Cas-
sells.  The objective is to identify a range of approaches that, combined, will achieve a sustain-
able funding base to address the continual expansion of the sector while protecting the quality 
of education.

I understand that the Group is in the final stages of its deliberations and I expect to receive 
its report soon.

02/12/2015WRH02350Third Level Qualifications Data

02/12/2015WRH02400161. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the mea-
sures she has taken in the past number of years to increase the number of computer science 
graduates; the cost of the €1,000 top-up to block grants to each higher level institute, by com-
puter science student enrolled; if this programme has been a success; the number of additional 
computer science graduates it has led to; her concerns and those of the Higher Education Au-
thority regarding the reduced quality of computer science graduates as a result of the increased 
intake. [43180/15]
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02/12/2015WRH02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Given the scale of demand 
for ICT skills in recent years, my Department and the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and In-
novation launched a revised Government/Industry ICT Skills Action Plan in 2014.  The Plan 
takes a comprehensive approach including increases in high-level graduate output, enhancing 
awareness of ICT as a career among students, maintaining a strong talent pool and promoting 
Ireland as a destination for ICT talent. Implementation of the plan is being overseen by a high-
level steering group shared by the two departments and including representatives from industry 
and the education system, and delivery teams have been set up to progress areas of work set out 
under the plan.

ICT graduate output from the higher education sector has increased significantly since the 
first ICT plan was published in 2011.

In order to increase the number of mainstream ICT graduates, in 2014 the Higher Education 
Authority (HEA) introduced incentivised level 8 ICT places whereby higher education institu-
tions were offered a top up grant of €1,000 per additional place offered.

The funding provided in 2014 and 2015 in respect of the additional Level 8 places is 
€427,020 providing for an additional 200 places in 2014/15 and an additional partial payment 
of 30% towards the provision of 1,060 in 2015/16.  The data for registrations for 2015/16 will 
not be available until the new year and this will be used as the basis for further funding alloca-
tions for 2015/16.  My Department is working actively with all partners on progression of this 
initiative and is making plans in respect of 2016.

Springboard+, which incorporates the ICT skills conversion programme, was introduced in 
2011 and is providing free higher education places for jobseekers who wish to upskill or reskill 
in areas of identified skills needs. ICT is one of the key areas targeted and to date almost 11,500 
people have taken an ICT course, at all levels of the National Framework of Qualifications.  
Funding of the order of €63.8m has been allocated for this ICT provision.  The Springboard 
programme is managed by the HEA on behalf of my Department and academic and employ-
ment outcomes for Springboard graduates are very strong.  Further information on outcomes 
is available in the trend analysis reports which are published on www.springboardcourses.ie.

The Information Technology Investment Fund (ITIF) continues to be managed by the HEA, 
in response to Information and Communications Technology (ICT) skills needs as identified by 
the Expert Group on Future Skills Needs (EGFSN).  The aim of the ITIF is to support student 
access to, and participation on, courses which would provide an opportunity to acquire new or 
additional Level 7 - 9 qualifications so as to enhance their employability in ICT areas.  Courses 
are required to contain significant levels of ICT content and areas of study include Business In-
formatics, Multimedia Technology, Software Design and Development, Bio-engineering, Tele-
communications and Information Systems.

Overall, I am confident that the quality of our ICT graduates remains very strong, and I 
would note that graduates are very well regarded by industry and remain in very high demand 
as they contribute to exciting developments in ICT in Ireland. 

02/12/2015WRH02550School Transport Administration

02/12/2015WRH02600162. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if it is acceptable that 
some of the bus service for a school (details supplied) in County Westmeath was cut follow-
ing the granting of an application for an extension that included a provision to accommodate 
parking, making it impossible for the school to honour its road safety commitments; if she will 
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retore the full bus service so that the roads are kept safe around the school and demand for park-
ing returns to the level at which it was before the cut. [43198/15]

02/12/2015WRH02700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
Under the terms of my Department’s Primary School Transport Scheme children are eligible 
for transport where they reside not less than 3.2 kilometres from and are attending their near-
est national school as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and 
language.

I understand that there are a number of children who wish to avail of transport to the school 
in question who are not eligible for school transport as they reside less than 3.2 kilometres from 
the school.

Children who are not eligible for school transport may avail of transport on a concessionary 
basis subject to a number of conditions including the availability of spare seats and the payment 
of the annual charge.

In this regard, parents should liaise with their local Bus Éireann office in Athlone at 090 
6473277.

In general, individual school authorities are responsible, in the first instance, for ensuring 
the safety and welfare of children and others in their care.

I also wish to advise the Deputy that the issue of road safety measures outside the vested site 
areas of schools, such as road signage, traffic calming measures, parking etc., is a matter that 
should be raised in the first instance with the relevant Local Authority.

02/12/2015WRH02750Social and Affordable Housing Provision

02/12/2015WRH02800163. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the targets for 2015 for the provision of social housing units under the rental ac-
commodation scheme and leasing in each local authority; how many units have been provided 
in each local authority under these schemes in 2015 to date; how much or how far under-target 
is the provision for 2015 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43060/15]

02/12/2015WRH02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Social Housing Strategy 2020 targets the provision of over 110,000 social housing 
units to 2020, through the delivery of 35,000 new social housing units and meeting the housing 
needs of some 75,000 households through the Housing Assistance Payment and Rental Accom-
modation Scheme.  On 1 April 2015, I announced provisional funding allocations totalling €1.5 
billion for all local authorities, to meet an ambitious delivery target of 22,882 social housing 
units out to 2017.  Details of the individual targets set for local authorities can be found on 
my Department’s website at: http://www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/News/
MainBody,41016,en.htm.

The Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) is a social housing support introduced to cater 
for the accommodation needs of persons who are in receipt of long term rent supplement.  Per-
sons normally must be in receipt of continuous rent supplement for a minimum period of 18 
months, and be assessed as having a long term housing need.  The target number of households 
to be transferred from Rent Supplement to RAS over the period of the Strategy is 6,000, of 
which a national target of 2,000 has been set for 2015. 
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Under the Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme (SHCEP) units can be delivered 
in a variety of ways and local authorities are encouraged to explore and use all of these mecha-
nisms.  These mechanisms include units purchased, leased or constructed by approved hous-
ing bodies and both multi-unit developments and individual units leased or acquired through 
rental arrangements directly by local authorities.  Units leased by local authorities or approved 
housing bodies can be for up to 20 years.  The accommodation provided is made available to 
persons on local authority waiting lists, persons with long term housing needs in receipt of rent 
supplement or persons who are homeless.  A target of 3,000 units has been set for delivery in 
2015 under SHCEP. Local authorities together with approved housing bodies are working con-
sistently to achieve targets under the SHCEP scheme.

The information requested in relation to progress against the targets set for RAS and SHCEP 
up to the end of October 2015 is set out in the table.

While the targets set out in the Strategy for delivery in 2015 are ambitious, I am confident 
that the investment that the Government is making in social housing supply is delivering real 
results.  Together, the RAS and SHCEP Schemes had met the social housing needs of an ad-
ditional 2,501 households in the 10 months to end October this year.

Furthermore, I am committed to facilitating local authorities returning the maximum num-
ber of void social housing units to productive use as possible in 2015.  In addition to the original 
funding I provided for this purpose in 2015, and conscious of the impact of the pressures in the 
private rental market on delivery under the RAS and SHCEP schemes, I have increased the bud-
get allocation in order deliver an estimated 2,500 void units back into productive use this year. 

-          Transfers to RAS     January 
- October 2015

             SHCEP        January - Oc-
tober 2015

Local Authority RAS Final Tar-
gets 

RAS Total 
Transfers 

SHCEP (leas-
ing) Final 
Targets 

SHCEP Outputs 
to End October 

Carlow CC 40 36 65 5 
Cavan CC 53 55 25 2 
Clare CC 57 38 75 40 
Cork City Cl. 105 71 128 25 
Cork CC 75 21 170 86 
Donegal CC 46 37 65 16 
Dublin City Cl. 110 82 425 211 
South Dublin 
CC 

165 152 200 125 

Dun-Rathdown 
CC 

75 15 75 10 

Fingal CC 110 60 200 30 
Galway City Cl. 20 12 90 38 
Galway Co. Cl. 80 70 80 41 
Kerry CC 127 117 130 41 
Kildare CC 80 97 180 26 
Kilkenny CC 39 74 103 23 
Laois CC 15 4 35 11 
Leitrim CC 20 7 20 1 
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-          Transfers to RAS     January 
- October 2015

             SHCEP        January - Oc-
tober 2015

Local Authority RAS Final Tar-
gets 

RAS Total 
Transfers 

SHCEP (leas-
ing) Final 
Targets 

SHCEP Outputs 
to End October 

Limerick Ct & 
Co. 

34 16 100 0 

Longford CC 30 59 35 18 
Louth CC 23 2 115 28 
Mayo CC 115 31 50 26 
Meath CC 50 38 75 51 
Monaghan CC 20 0 30 0 
Offaly CC 15 4 73 51 
Roscommon CC 55 56 15 0 
Sligo CC 65 44 20 2 
Tipperary C.C 100 82 90 31 
Waterford City 
& Co. 

69 7 120 14 

Westmeath CC 52 107 72 33 
Wexford CC 110 24 89 48 
Wicklow CC 45 45 50 5 
Total 2000 1463 3000 1038 
It should be noted also that 18 local authorities are now operating the Housing Assistance 

Payment Scheme.  While delivery targets were not set for individual local authorities, more 
than 5,500 tenancies have been established under the scheme to date.

02/12/2015WRH02950Leader Programmes Funding

02/12/2015WRH03000164. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the status of Ireland’s application to the European Union for community-led local 
development funding for rural areas; when this funding will be made available; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43076/15]

02/12/2015WRH03100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): The LEADER element of the Rural Development Programme 
2014–2020 will provide €250 million in financial resources to support the development of sus-
tainable rural communities.

Ireland is conducting a two stage process for the selection of local development strategies 
to support the delivery of the LEADER elements of the Rural Development Programme 2014-
2020.  Stage one of the process is now complete and those successful at stage one have moved 
to stage two of the process, which is the preparation of local development strategies for their 
areas.   

The preparation and submission of local development strategies is underway in each of the 
28 designated sub-regional areas.  A minimum period of six months to end-January 2016 has 
been allowed for the submission of strategies by all Local Action Groups, with the majority 
expected to submit strategies within that timeframe. To date, four local development strategies 
have been received and these are being considered at present.
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Based on progress made to date, I expect that my Department will enter into contracts with 
a small number of Local Action Groups before year-end or in the first weeks of 2016.  Follow-
ing this, Local Action Groups will be accepting applications from both private promoters and 
community groups for projects, which are consistent with the priorities identified in the local 
development strategies for their area.  I am hopeful that the remaining areas will have their 
strategies approved and commence delivery on a rolling basis in early 2016.

02/12/2015WRH03150Local Authority Funding

02/12/2015WRH03200165. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the Central Government funding provided to local authorities for each year 
between 2000 and 2015, in tabular form. [43079/15]

02/12/2015WRH03300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Central Government funding to local authorities involves transfers coming from a wide 
range of Departments and Offices, not solely from my Department, for a variety of purposes.

Some streams of funding are delivered directly from funding departments to local author-
ities, while others are routed through departmental agencies.  The Comptroller and Auditor 
General reports on the Central Government funding of local authorities as part of his Annual 
Report which provides an overview of the funds flowing from and through central government 
sources to local authorities and the purposes for which funds have been provided.  The most 
recent such report, published earlier this year, setting out details from 2007 to 2014, is available 
at http://www.audgen.gov.ie/documents/annualreports/2014/report/en/10%20central%20gov-
ernment%20funding%20of%20local%20authorities.pdf. Pre 2007 data is not readily available.

My Department has a wide and diverse business agenda, including protecting the environ-
ment, providing necessary housing supports and fostering community and rural development 
in partnership with local government and other local development bodies. In order to deliver 
on this broad business agenda, my Department allocates significant resources to a wide range 
of organisations, including local authorities.  An updated summary of the funding provided by 
my Department directly to local authorities to date in 2015, will be forwarded to the Deputy as 
soon as possible.  If the Deputy wishes to put down a more specific question concerning funding 
for a specific purpose from my Department, I will endeavour to provide the information sought.

02/12/2015WRH03350Local Authority Rates

02/12/2015WRH03400166. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the amount by which he has compensated each local authority to cover lost rev-
enues due to the global revaluations of public utilities, in tabular form. [43082/15]

02/12/2015WRH03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I refer to the reply to Questions Nos. 561 and 590 of 1 December, 2015 which sets out the 
position in this matter.

02/12/2015WRH03550Regeneration Projects Status

02/12/2015WRH03600167. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the status of the proposed regeneration plan for St. Patrick’s Park in Rathan-
gan, County Kildare; if he is in receipt of revised plans for the project; the nature of such revi-
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sions; the time frame for the delivery of the project, in view of the housing crisis; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43086/15]

02/12/2015WRH03700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Kildare County Council submitted a proposal to my Department in 2008 seeking funding 
approval for a Remedial Works Scheme at St. Patrick’s Park, Rathangan, County Kildare. Fol-
lowing a detailed examination of the proposal, my Department provisionally approved funding 
of €6.8 million for the scheme in July 2011 with 10% of the cost to be met by the local authority.

Kildare County Council is delivering this scheme in three phases.  The initial phase is cur-
rently in progress and comprises remedial works to 35 units and a range of other improvements 
to the area. Phase 2 will include the demolition of 4 units and construction of 6 single storey 
units, along with associated site development works and laneway upgrades. Phase 3 will in-
clude the refurbishment of 19 units, the construction of 10 two-story three-bed units, some 
targeted demolitions and associated site works.

It is anticipated that the revised Phase 1 works will be completed in October 2016, with 
Phases 2 and 3 to be completed in 2017.

02/12/2015WRH03750Social and Affordable Housing Provision

02/12/2015WRH03800168. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of meetings of the social housing proposals clearing house group with 
interested parties since its establishment; the number of submissions received to date since its 
establishment; the number of submissions agreed; the actions arising from the submissions; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [43099/15]

02/12/2015WRH03900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Since being established, the Social Housing Proposals Clearing House Group has received 
25 proposals for funding social and affordable housing, using both existing mechanisms and 
new approaches.

These are from a broad spectrum of entities which include financial institutions, develop-
ers, fund managers, financial services providers, Approved Housing Bodies and others. The 
Clearing Housing Group is currently in the process of concluding its work and will be bringing 
forward recommendations.

24 submissions have been considered to date. Details of the organisations involved, iden-
tifying those that met with the Clearing House Group, are set out in the table. In addition, a 
proposal was received from the Irish League of Credit Unions on 24 November 2015 and is 
currently being examined.   

Proposers to the Clearing House Group 
considered to date 

Meeting held with the Clearing House 
Group 

Asset Backed Investment Yes 
Barclays Yes 
Centrus Yes 
Trinity IM Yes 
Home Grown Home Yes 
Investec Yes 
Lex Risk Solutions Yes 
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Proposers to the Clearing House Group 
considered to date 

Meeting held with the Clearing House 
Group 

AIB Yes 
Bank of Ireland Yes 
Dublin Artisan Dwelling Fund Yes 
Túath Housing - Proposal 1 Yes 
Túath Housing - Proposal 2 Yes 
Apex Housing Association Yes 
IRES REIT Yes 
Bartra Capital Ltd. Yes 
Clyde Capital Partners Yes 
New Ground Yes 
Clúid Housing - Proposal 1 Yes 
Clúid Housing - Proposal 2 Yes 
NABCO - National Association of Building 
Co-operatives 

Yes 

O’Cualann Cohousing Alliance Yes 
Menolly Homes No 
Rampart Capital No 
McGarrell Reilly Group No 

02/12/2015WRH03950Water Quality

02/12/2015WRH04000169. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when a grant to replace the lead pipes will be made available as promised. 
[43120/15]

02/12/2015WRH04100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I refer to the reply to Question No. 528 of 24 November 2015. The position is unchanged.

02/12/2015WRJ00150Departmental Contracts

02/12/2015WRJ00200170. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government given freedom of information documentation (details supplied) from his Depart-
ment which shows a meeting between himself and a bidder for contracts for the senior alert 
scheme while an agency under his Department’s remit was deciding on the tenders for those 
contracts, if this represents a breach of normal procedures in a tendering process, as is indicated 
in previous correspondence from his Department to bidders for those contracts; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43138/15]

02/12/2015WRJ00300171. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if it is normal procedure for minutes of meetings to be taken when Ministers meet 
with bidders for State contracts under the remit of their Departments; why minutes of a meeting 
between himself and representatives of a company in the process of bidding for contracts under 
the Senior Alters Scheme were not taken (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43139/15]

02/12/2015WRJ00400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
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ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 170 and 171 together.

  My Department manages the Seniors Alert Scheme which encourages community sup-
port for vulnerable older people in our communities by providing grant assistance towards 
the purchase and installation of personal monitored alarms to enable older persons, of limited 
means, to continue to live securely in their homes with confidence, independence and peace of 
mind. The scheme is administered by local community and voluntary groups with the support 
of my Department. My Department undertook to consider new approaches to the Seniors Alert 
Scheme in 2014 and arising from this, it was decided that the scheme be managed by Pobal, giv-
en that organisation’s significant experience delivering programmes on behalf of Government. 

A meeting between Minister Kelly and Deputy Brendan Ryan was scheduled for 10 Decem-
ber 2014, to discuss the Senior Alerts Scheme. While it was not indicated that any other people 
would be attending the meeting, Deputy Ryan was, in fact, accompanied by two people who 
were part of a company that had bid in the tender process to establish a panel of preferred sup-
pliers for the equipment needed for the supply and installation of personal monitored alarms, at 
what I am advised was ultimately a meeting of brief duration in respect of which minutes were 
not considered necessary.

It is important to note that the assessment of the tenders including the award of contracts 
under the procurement process concerned was carried out wholly separately by Pobal, an in-
dependent company, following a public advertisement on eTenders on 20 October 2014. I am 
satisfied that this process was conducted in a robust manner consistent with EU and National 
Procurement Guidelines.

02/12/2015WRJ00450Motor Tax Collection

02/12/2015WRJ00500172. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to introduce a rebate scheme for truck owners who paid their mo-
tor tax at a higher rate before the Court of Appeal ruling of 21 October 2015 to allow them to 
recoup overpaid tax’ if hauliers who were paying at this rate before 21 October 2015 are entitled 
to a rebate; the reason for the discrepancy in treatment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43145/15]

02/12/2015WRJ00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): On the basis of advice received from the Office of the Attorney General, there is no basis 
for charging motor tax on articulated vehicles at the goods rate from 21 October 2015, the date 
of the judgment of the Court of Appeal in relation to such vehicles.  Accordingly, arrangements 
have been made to refund owners of articulated vehicles on amounts overpaid on or after that 
date.  The position in relation to payments prior to that date remains under consideration.

I recently published the Motor Vehicle (Duties and Licences) Bill 2015 to provide for such 
vehicles to be re-classified as goods vehicles and to put motor tax reductions announced as part 
of Budget 2016 on a permanent statutory footing.  Owners of articulated goods vehicles, as well 
as owners of all other heavier goods vehicles, will benefit from significantly reduced rates of 
motor tax for discs commencing on or after 1 January 2016.

02/12/2015WRJ00650Wastewater Treatment

02/12/2015WRJ00700173. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he is aware of the findings of the urban wastewater treatment in 2014 report 
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by the Environmental Protection Agency in which inadequate wastewater treatment infrastruc-
ture was found to exist at a number of agglomerations and locations in County Donegal; the 
action he will take to resolve the issues identified by the report; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [43147/15]

02/12/2015WRJ00800174. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he is aware of the findings of the urban wastewater treatment in 2014 
report by the Environmental Protection Agency in which wastewater discharge was found to 
have contributed to pollution at a river (details supplied) in County Donegal; the action which 
is being taken to address pollution at the site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43148/15]

02/12/2015WRJ00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 173 and 174 together.

The Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive sets out requirements for the collection, treat-
ment and discharge of urban waste water, with the objective of protecting the environment from 
the adverse effects of waste water discharges. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is 
the environmental regulator responsible for the licensing, authorisation and enforcement of 
urban waste water discharges.  Last week, the EPA published their annual report on compliance 
with the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive for the year 2014, Urban Waste Water Treat-
ment in 2014.

Neither I nor my Department have any role in the implementation of recommendations 
made by the EPA in the report.  Since 1 January 2014 Irish Water has statutory responsibility 
for all aspects of water services planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local 
levels, including the management of urban waste water collection and treatment infrastructure, 
and is responsible for compliance with the requirements of authorisations issued by the EPA.

The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 requires Irish Water to put in place a Water Services 
Strategic Plan (WSSP). The WSSP outlines the strategic direction for Irish Water over the short, 
medium and long-term time frames up to 2040. It identifies and prioritises the key objectives 
required to ensure the public water and wastewater systems meet the challenges of the future. 
The WSSP specifically notes that it is an objective of Irish Water to ensure compliance with 
the Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive and sets out target dates to achieve this.  Irish Water 
published the WSSP in October 2015 and this is available online at: http://www.water.ie/about-
us/project-and-plans/future-plans/.

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives. They may be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by 
telephone on 1890 578 578.

02/12/2015WRJ00950Social and Affordable Housing Provision

02/12/2015WRJ01000175. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government while respecting the need to protect confidentiality, if he will provide a full 
report, without names or contact details and so on, on the tendering process for the modular 
housing in Poppintree in Ballymun, Dublin 11; the criteria agreed to assess applications; the 
number of applications expressing interest; the number of companies that made full applica-
tions; the comparative cost analysis of the different applications; who oversaw the process; 
the reason for choosing the successful tender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43166/15]
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02/12/2015WRJ01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national 
framework of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in 
addressing homelessness at local level.  Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision 
of accommodation for homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities and, in that 
context, the procurement matters raised in the Question are a matter for Dublin City Council.

02/12/2015WRJ01150Leader Programmes Applications

02/12/2015WRJ01200176. Deputy Gabrielle McFadden asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if local action groups in Counties Longford and Westmeath will be 
among those entering into Leader funding contracts with his Department by the end of 2015; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43186/15]

02/12/2015WRJ01300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): The LEADER element of the Rural Development Programme 
2014-2020 will provide €250 million in financial resources to support the development of sus-
tainable rural communities.

Ireland is conducting a two stage process for the selection of local development strategies 
to support the delivery of the LEADER elements of the Rural Development Programme 2014-
2020. Stage one of the process is now complete and those successful at stage one have moved to 
stage two of the process, which is the preparation of local development strategies for their areas.   

The preparation and submission of local development strategies is underway in each of the 
28 designated sub-regional areas. A minimum period of six months to end-January 2016 has 
been allowed for the submission of strategies by all Local Action Groups, with the majority 
expected to submit strategies within that timeframe. To date, four local development strategies 
have been received and these are being considered at present. 

Local development strategies have not yet been received in respect of County Longford or 
County Westmeath and, therefore, I do not expect that my Department will enter into funding 
contracts with Local Action Groups in those sub regions before year-end.

02/12/2015WRJ01350Railway Stations

02/12/2015WRJ01400177. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he will contact Iarnród Éireann and inquire if extra security personnel will be deployed at 
Howth Junction and Donaghmede DART station in Dublin over the Christmas 2015 period; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [43065/15]

02/12/2015WRJ01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The issue raised 
is a matter for Irish Rail and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

02/12/2015WRJ01550Departmental Funding

02/12/2015WRJ01600178. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding that is available to a music festival (details supplied) in County Cork; if increased fund-
ing is available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43078/15]
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02/12/2015WRJ01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The award of 
grants for festivals is an operational matter for the Board and management of Fáilte Ireland and 
not a matter in which I, as Minister, have any role or function. It is a competitive process and 
there is no guarantee of funding for events which meet the minimum eligibility criteria.

The Deputy may wish to note that the application process for the Regional Festivals Pro-
gramme opened on 1 December and will remain open until 12.00 noon on Monday 18 January 
2016 when all applications will be assessed against the published criteria.  The guidelines and 
application form are available to download from www.failteireland.ie/festivals.

02/12/2015WRJ01750Taxi Regulations

02/12/2015WRJ01800179. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when the taxi advisory committee that was disbanded in July 2015 will be reconvened; the 
persons who will be on the taxi advisory committee; how its members will be chosen; if there 
will be representatives of the taxi drivers on the committee; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43093/15]

02/12/2015WRJ01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am currently 
appointing members to the new Taxi Advisory Committee, in accordance with Section 72(4) 
of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013.  To date, the Chairperson and 13 of the 17 ordinary members 
have been appointed and are listed in the table. 

Three appointments, which will be made under the Special Interest/ Expertise category, 
were advertised on 30th November through the Public Appointments Service (PAS), with a 
closing date of 21st December for submission of expressions of interest. There is also one fur-
ther appointment to be made under the Consumer Interest category.   

Taxi Advisory Committee – November 2015

 - Board Member Agency/Organi-
sation

Representing Date of Expiry 
of current ap-
pointment

1. Pat Byrne Chairperson 31/07/2018
2. Gerard Macken Taxi Alliance of 

Ireland
Small Public 
Service Vehicle 
(SPSV) sector  

31/07/2018

3. Martin Plummer National 
Chauffer Driv-
ers Association 
of Ireland

SPSV sector 31/07/2018

4. Robert Lynch Allied Cork 
Taxi Council 

SPSV sector 31/07/2018

5. Joe Herron Irish Taxi Driv-
ers Federation

SPSV sector 31/07/2018

6. David McGuin-
ness

Tiománaí Tacsaí 
na hÉireann 

SPSV sector 31/07/2018

7. Cornelius 
O’Donohue

Garda National 
Traffic Bureau 
of An Garda 
Síochána

An Garda Sío-
chána 

31/07/2018
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 - Board Member Agency/Organi-
sation

Representing Date of Expiry 
of current ap-
pointment

8. Michael 
Kilcoyne

Consumers 
Association of 
Ireland

Consumer inter-
est 

31/07/2018

9. Mike Jones Chambers Ire-
land

Business inter-
est 

31/07/2018

10. Mairead Hayes Irish Senior 
Citizens Parlia-
ment 

Older persons 31/07/2018

11. Al Ryan Irish Hotel Fed-
eration

Tourism interest 31/07/2018

12. Shane Hogan National Dis-
ability Authority 

Persons with 
disabilities 
interest

31/07/2018

13. Declan Wallace Dublin City 
Council

Local Authori-
ties 

31/07/2018

14. Stephen Clus-
key

N/A Special interest/
expertise 

31/07/2018

15. Vacancy Via PAS Special interest/
expertise 

31/07/2018

16. Vacancy Via PAS Special interest/
expertise 

31/07/2018

17. Vacancy Via PAS Special interest/
expertise 

31/07/2018

18. Vacancy  To be appointed Consumer inter-
est 

31/07/2018

02/12/2015WRJ01950Vehicle Registration

02/12/2015WRJ02000180. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the rea-
son for the delay in processing a log book for a person (details supplied) in County Donegal for 
tax purposes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43171/15]

02/12/2015WRJ02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Change of ve-
hicle ownership notifications are recorded on the National Vehicle and Driver File (NVDF) at 
my Department’s office in Shannon, Co. Clare. Unless there is some inaccuracy, or other absent 
information on this notification, the change is recorded within one working day and the new 
owner receives a Vehicle Registration Certificate (log book) in his or her name shortly after-
wards. 

The records on the NVDF indicate that a notification for the vehicle in question was re-
ceived on 28 October 2015 and a Vehicle Registration Certificate issued to the address provided 
on 29 October 2015. There is no record of the vehicle in question being registered to a garage 
on the NVDF, prior to transfer to the new owner name supplied. 

I understand the vehicle was subsequently licensed at Donegal Motor Tax Office on 5 No-
vember 2015.
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