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16/07/2015WRA00050        Questions Nos. 1 to 10, inclusive, answered orally.

16/07/2015WRA00300Local Authority Housing Provision

16/07/2015WRA0040011. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the extent to which he has engaged directly with the various local authori-
ties with a view to identifying the extent to which the various initiatives taken by the Govern-
ment in respect of local authority housing are in the course of implementation; if, in view of 
the ever-increasing and urgent demand in respect of the number of applicants on local authority 
housing waiting lists and ongoing homelessness, he accepts the necessity for further measures 
to address the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28940/15]

16/07/2015WRA00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Social housing is a key priority for the Government, evidenced by the additional €2.2 bil-
lion in funding announced in Budget 2015 and the publication of the Social Housing Strategy 
2020 in November 2014.  The total targeted provision under the Strategy is 110,000 social 
housing units, which includes the delivery of 35,000 additional social housing units and the 
accommodation of up to 75,000 eligible low-income households primarily through the new 
Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme.

Targets for the delivery of units, under both the capital and current expenditure programmes, 
have been set for each local authority out to 2017.  There has been significant engagement be-
tween my Department and local authorities in finalising these targets and that engagement is 
continuing as progress on delivery is achieved.  Full details of the targets are available on my 
Department’s website, the web link for which is as follows: http://www.environ.ie/en/Develop-
mentHousing/Housing/News/MainBody,41016,en.htm   

On 5 May last, I announced €312 million of funding for the first phase of a direct build local 
authority construction programme, which will result in an additional 1,700 social housing units 
by 2017.  Further announcements on the delivery of new social housing projects will be made 
in the coming weeks and months. 

With regard to direct engagement with local authorities, I met personally with the Chief Ex-
ecutives of the local authorities as recently as this week to discuss progress on implementation 
of targets to date.  In addition, my Department has undertaken a number of information work-
shops and seminars on the Social Housing Strategy with both officials and Elected Members 
of local authorities.  A clear governance structure has been put in place for the Social Housing 
Strategy to drive delivery.  I, along with my colleague Minister of State Paudie Coffey, co-chair 
the overall Oversight Group for the Strategy and there is active participation by senior officials 
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from local authorities at all levels in the governance arrangements for the Strategy more gener-
ally.

16/07/2015WRA00600Homeless Accommodation Funding

16/07/2015WRA0070012. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will increase funding to the Dublin regional homeless services in view 
of a report by Dublin City Council citing a shortfall of €18.5 million in funding for homeless 
services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29008/15]

16/07/2015WRA00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): €37.16 million has been allocated to the Dublin Region for 2015 in respect of costs incurred 
by housing authorities with regard to accommodation and related services for the homeless.  
This is an increase of 19% on the region’s initial allocation of €31.32 million in 2014 and 
represents over 70% of all the homelessness funding allocated by my Department to housing 
authorities nationally.

The Dublin housing authorities are estimating total homeless related expenditure of €68m 
in 2015.  While this is an increase of €12m on 2014, an amount almost €20m greater than that 
provided in 2014 has been requested.  The bulk of the additional costs envisaged relate to 
emergency accommodation in hotels.  A range of initiatives are currently underway, including 
public awareness campaigns, tenancy protection services, the HAP Homeless Pilot, prioritised 
allocations and targeted acquisitions which are aimed at mitigating entry into homelessness and 
reducing the need for hotels for emergency accommodation.  In my view, it is prudent to await 
the impact of these initiatives before determining what level of additional funding may be re-
quired by the Dublin region homeless services for the remainder of the year.   

The City Council are now proposing to allocate a further €5.1m from their own resources 
with further proportionate amounts to be provided by the other Dublin authorities.  My Depart-
ment will continue to engage with the Dublin authorities regarding the extent of their require-
ment for possible further Exchequer contributions, which will be addressed towards the end of 
Quarter 3 in the light of expenditure actually incurred at that stage.   

In addition to ensuring that appropriate emergency responses are put in place, it is of critical 
importance that steps are taken to prevent, as far as possible, families presenting as homeless in 
the first instance.  In that regard, I am determined to achieve stability and sustainability in the 
private rental market for the benefit of tenants, landlords and society as a whole.  The regulation 
of rent raises many complex economic and legal issues and I have to be satisfied that any mea-
sures proposed are balanced and have the desired effect on the rental market while being fair to 
landlords and tenants alike.  Ultimately, any decision in relation to rent certainty is a matter for 
Government and it is my intention to bring proposals to Government for consideration as soon 
as the necessary preparatory work has been completed.

16/07/2015WRA00900Property Tax Exemptions

16/07/2015WRA0100013. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he has had any discussions with the Department of Finance over the past 12 
months in order to enable home owners with houses containing pyrite to claim their exemption 
for local property tax without an infill test, with particular reference to offering assistance to the 
Department of Finance in relation to how the pyrite remediation scheme operates; how infor-
mation from that source could be made available to the Revenue Commissioners; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [28733/15]

16/07/2015WRA01100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): Section 10A of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 
(as amended) provides for a temporary exemption of at least three consecutive years from the 
charge to Local Property Tax (LPT) for residential properties that have been certified as having 
“significant pyritic damage”.   

To avail of the exemption, the Finance (Local Property Tax) (Pyrite Exemption) Regulations 
2013  require that a liable person be in a position to demonstrate ‘significant pyritic damage’ to 
his/her property, i.e. the property must:

(a) have a Damage Condition Rating of 2 or a Damage Condition Rating of 1 (with progres-
sion) established on foot of a Building Condition Assessment carried out by a competent person 
under and in accordance with I.S. 398 -1:2013 Reactive pyrite in sub-floor hardcore material 
– Part 1: Testing and Categorisation Protocol, and 

(b) have sub-floor hardcore material classified, by the appropriate competent person(s), as 
susceptible to significant or limited expansion, established on foot of testing the sub-floor hard-
core material.   

The legislation in this area is consistent with the recommendation set out in the Report of 
the Pyrite Panel (July 2012), which recommended that an exemption from the LPT should be 
provided for dwellings where damage from pyritic heave is proven by testing.  The costs associ-
ated with meeting these requirements are a matter for those who wish to avail of the exemption; 
they cannot be recouped from my Department.  However, where a property is accepted into the 
pyrite remediation scheme, the costs incurred by a homeowner in respect of a Building Condi-
tion Assessment may be recouped from the Housing Agency, subject to a maximum of €500.

In addition, having particular regard to the costs associated with testing, my Department 
is engaging with the Department of Finance in order to explore possible alternatives to the 
requirement for testing.  In this context, my colleague, the Minister for Finance, has initiated a 
review of the operation of the LPT.  I understand that the review will primarily have regard to 
recent residential property price developments, the overall yield from LPT and the desirability 
of achieving relative stability in LPT payments.  The review will also address a number of is-
sues which have arisen in relation to the efficient and effective administration of LPT, among 
which is likely to be the matter of the operation of the pyrite exemption provisions.  Further 
discussions in this matter will take place in due course between my Department and the Depart-
ment of Finance.

16/07/2015WRA01200Local Authority Housing Provision

16/07/2015WRA0130014. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of local authority houses to be completed in 2015. [28989/15]

16/07/2015WRA01400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): The Social Housing Strategy 2020, published in November 
2014, sets out clear, measurable actions and targets to increase the supply of social housing, 
reform delivery arrangements and meet the housing needs of all households on the housing list.  
The Strategy will support an additional 35,000 new units to be delivered by local authorities 
and approved housing bodies through a combination of building, purchase and leasing schemes.

I expect that a total of 7,400 new social housing units will be delivered in 2015.  3,000 units 
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will be delivered under the Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme including leases, 
rental agreements and agreements with Approved Housing Bodies to facilitate leasing, build 
and acquisition.  2,000 units are to be delivered through the Rental Accommodation Scheme, 
1,000 vacant properties will be returned to productive use and 1,400 units will be delivered 
through direct build and acquisition by local authorities and approved housing bodies.  In ad-
dition to this 7,400, I expect over 8,000 households to benefit from the Housing Assistance 
Payment.   

On 5 May last, Minister Kelly and I announced €312 million of funding for the first phase of 
a direct build local authority construction programme, which will result in an additional 1,700 
social housing units by 2017.  Details of these projects are available on my Department’s web-
site at the following web link: http://www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/News/
MainBody,41340,en.htm   

Further announcements on the delivery of new social housing projects will be made in the 
coming weeks and months. 

All local authorities have been advised of their targets for social housing delivery in the 
period 2015 -2017.  The detailed targets for each authority are published on my Department’s 
website.  In summary, over €1.5billion will be invested in a combination of building, buying 
and leasing schemes, delivering some 22,900 units.  This reflects the top priority this Govern-
ment has accorded to achieving a significant ramp up in social housing, which will continue in 
the months ahead.

16/07/2015WRA01500Housing Assistance Payments Implementation

16/07/2015WRA0160015. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if his Department has analysed the data on the pilot operation of the housing as-
sistance payment scheme, with a view to introducing the scheme to other local authorities areas 
such as those in counties Galway and Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28997/15]

16/07/2015WRA01700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): Further to the enactment of the Housing (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2014 on 28 July 2014, the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) has been rolled 
out to all categories of households in 13 local authority areas on a pilot basis.  Dublin City 
Council is also implementing a HAP pilot for homeless households in the Dublin region on be-
half of the 4 Dublin local authorities.  There are now over 2, 6 00 households in receipt of HAP 
across the local authority areas taking part in the statutory pilot.

During the legislation’s passage through the Oireachtas in July 2014 an undertaking was 
given that a progress report on the first phase of the HAP pilot would be prepared for the rele-
vant Oireachtas Committee.  In that regard, a report was submitted to the Oireachtas Committee 
on Environment, Culture and the Gaeltacht at the end of April 2015, and an information session 
for Oireachtas members and their staff was held on 23 June 2015.  Based on the findings of 
the report, the second phase of the HAP statutory pilot has recently commenced with the HAP 
scheme becoming operational in Donegal County Council on 25 May 2015, in Offaly County 
Council on 15 June 2015 and in Carlow, Clare and Tipperary County Councils and Cork City 
Council from 29 June 2015. 

Consideration is currently being given to the sequencing of a further cohort of local authori-
ties to commence HAP on an incremental basis this year.  I can confirm that my Department is 
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in contact with the local authorities in Galway and Mayo with a view to commencing the HAP 
scheme in these administrative areas later this year.

16/07/2015WRA01800Social and Affordable Housing Provision

16/07/2015WRA0190016. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide an update on the provision of new social housing in Dub-
lin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28717/15]

16/07/2015WRA02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): In April 2015, I announced targets and provisional funding allocations out to 2017 for the 
delivery of social housing for all local authorities, including a target for Dublin of 6,849 units.  
This target will be supported by €507m of investment in a combination of building, buying and 
leasing schemes.

The Dublin Social Housing Delivery Taskforce has been established under the Govern-
ment’s Social Housing Strategy published in November 2014 and is carrying out its role in 
driving the delivery of social housing across the four Dublin local authorities.  I announced a 
major social housing construction programme on 5 May 2015, which included 566 new units 
across the four Dublin authorities, at a cost of over €116m.  This was the first phase of direct-
build projects to be announced under the Social Housing Strategy and further announcements 
will be made shortly.  The targets for social housing in Dublin also include returning 344 vacant 
units to productive use in 2015.   

Additional social housing units for the Dublin area are also targeted under both the Rental 
Accommodation Scheme (RAS) and the Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme.  In 
relation to the latter, where a local authority can exceed its target, it should be possible to fund 
additional units with the agreement of the Department. 

The Social Housing Strategy also provides for a public private partnership programme to 
invest €300million in social housing.  Work on identifying sites is currently underway and it is 
intended that the first bundle of PPP sites will have a focus on delivery in the Greater Dublin 
area.

16/07/2015WRA02100Property Tax Exemptions

16/07/2015WRA0220017. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide an update on his Department’s investigations into 
homes affected by mica in County Donegal; if he supports an exemption for property tax for all 
those affected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28986/15]

16/07/2015WRA02300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): In general, building defects are matters for resolution be-
tween the relevant contracting parties, i.e. the homeowner, the builder, the materials supplier 
and/or their respective insurers and I firmly believe that the parties responsible for poor work-
manship and/or the supply of defective materials should face up to their responsibilities and 
take appropriate actions to provide remedies for the affected homeowners.   

In the event that the contracting parties cannot reach a settlement by negotiation, the option 
of seeking redress in the Courts can be considered. In this context, my Department understands 
that legal proceedings have been instigated in a number of cases relating to this problem.   
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I fully appreciate and acknowledge the extremely difficult and distressing situations that 
certain homeowners in Donegal are facing on account of damage to the structural integrity 
of their homes.  It was against this background that I agreed to visit a number of the affected 
homes earlier this year; my Department also met with a number of the affected homeowners in 
early December 2014.   

At my Department’s request, copies of test reports on the affected concrete blocks, which 
had previously been commissioned by a number of homeowners, were made available to my 
Department in order to provide a more detailed and scientific insight into the problems that have 
emerged in Donegal.  A technical report has been prepared for my consideration and I intend to 
complete my consideration of this matter shortly.   

Taxation policy, including issues relevant to the local property tax (LPT), is primarily a 
matter for the Minister for Finance.  The legislation governing the administration of the LPT 
provides for only a limited number of exemptions from that tax.  There is no specific exemption 
for properties affected by mica and I understand that there are no plans to introduce such an ex-
emption.  LPT operates on a self-assessment basis ; it is a matter for the property owner, in the 
first instance, to calculate the tax due based on his or her assessment of the market value of the 
property.  When making an assessment on the value of a property, issues such as the presence 
of mica should be taken into account by the property owner.

16/07/2015WRA02400Water Charges Administration

16/07/2015WRA0250018. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will report on any planned information plans by his Department related to 
tenants living in rented accommodation and the payment of water charges. [29007/15]

16/07/2015WRA02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that Irish Water shall charge each customer 
for the provision by it of water services.  The customer is defined in the Act as the occupier of 
the premises in respect of which the water services are provided.  There are no plans to change 
this policy.

Section 47 of the Environment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2014 includes a provision 
which would require the owner of a dwelling, supplied with services by Irish Water, to provide 
details of the occupier of the dwelling to Irish Water.  This would apply whether the dwelling 
was owner occupied or occupied by a tenant.  However, the provisions would not apply where 
the details of the occupant have already been provided to Irish Water.  The Bill also provides 
that any agreements for the occupation of a property entered into after the enactment of the 
legislation would be deemed to include a provision that the occupier would be liable for any 
charges payable to Irish Water.   

The provisions relating to water services in the Environment (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Bill 2015 are focused on providing certainty regarding the identity of the customers using water 
services.  They do not include any new obligations for tenants.  Moreover, they will ensure that 
tenants are eligible to obtain the water conservation grant, to assist them in reducing consump-
tion and ultimately the cost of paying for water services. 

As indicated by the Government in May, it is the intention that similar to the provisions that 
will apply in relation to a change in ownership for owner occupiers, it will be a requirement 
for future tenancies to demonstrate that water charges have been discharged before deposits 
are returned.  The legislative underpinning for this approach is being considered in the context 
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of more fundamental reform of the deposit regime to provide protections to tenants; I expect 
legislative proposals in that regard to be brought forward in the Autumn.

16/07/2015WRA02700Water Charges Yield

16/07/2015WRA0280019. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the knowledge his Department has on the compliance rates for Irish Water bill 
payment; if his Department is concerned about low compliance rates; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28996/15]

16/07/2015WRA02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The main aspects of the Irish Water funding model are set out in a detailed fact sheet pub-
lished on my Department’s website.  In 2015 Irish Water expected billed income from domestic 
customers to total €271m and from non-domestic customers to total some €229m, giving a total 
billed income from customers of €500m.  The first bills began issuing to Irish Water domestic 
customers in April this year.

The compliance data released by Ervia earlier this week in relation to the first billing cycle 
indicate that 46 % of domestic water charges have been collected to date, with €30.5m of the 
€66.8m regulated domestic income for the first billing cycle received to 10 July 2015.   

Irish Water has indicated to me that as a utility sending out bills for the first time, this prog-
ress compares well with other utility collection experience and they are satisfied with the rate of 
collection at this stage.  I concur with this view and would like to acknowledge and thank all of 
those who have paid to date and those who are continuing to engage with Irish Water in relation 
to payment.  The introduction of a new charge takes a period of time to bed down fully, but this 
level of payment represents an encouraging start, to what is a long-term project.  A significant 
income stream has now been established allowing Irish Water to implement an expanded capital 
investment programme.

16/07/2015WRA03000Leader Programmes Administration

16/07/2015WRA0310020. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the progress made to date with the roll-out of the Leader programme for 2014 to 
2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28713/15]

16/07/2015WRA03200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): As the Deputy will be aware, Ireland is conducting a two 
stage process for the selection of Local Development Strategies to support the delivery of the 
LEADER elements of the Rural Development Programme for the 2014-2020 programme pe-
riod.

Under stage one of the selection process, any entity who wished to be considered as a Lo-
cal Action Group was invited to submit an expression of interest.  For the purposes of the new 
programme, there are 28 sub-regional areas in Ireland and 45 separate expressions of interest 
were received.  A single expression of interest was received in 19 of the 28 areas and at least 2 
expressions of interest were received in the remaining 9 areas.   

As the Deputy will be aware, I established an Independent Evaluation Committee to evalu-
ate the expressions of interest received.  The Evaluation Committee recently met and the fol-
lowing is the outcome of this stage of the process.  Of the 45 expressions of interest received, 
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1 was formally withdrawn before assessment.  Of the remaining 44, 42 met the minimum cri-
teria and the Evaluation Committee decided that these should proceed to the next stage of the 
process, which is the preparation of Local Development Strategies for their areas.  Those who 
were successful in this process have been notified and have been invited to attend workshops 
and presentations in Tullamore, Co. Offaly this morning.  The purpose of the event is to set out 
in detail what is expected in terms of the content and quality of Local Development Strategies. 

A minimum of 6 months will be allowed for the preparation of Local Development Strate-
gies.  However, I expect that not all areas will require the full 6 months to prepare their strate-
gies.  Indeed, I am hopeful that many areas will have their strategies approved and be in a posi-
tion to begin delivery on the ground by Autumn 2015. 

In areas where a single strategy is submitted, the Evaluation Committee will review and 
evaluate these strategies with a view to ensuring that the strategies meet the required standard.  
In areas where entities do not come to an agreement and multiple strategies are submitted, it 
will be a matter for the Evaluation Committee to make a decision on which Local Development 
Strategy best meets the needs of the community.  In this situation, the Evaluation Committee 
will not make a decision on the successful strategy until all strategies for that sub-regional area   
have been submitted for assessment.

16/07/2015WRA03300Electoral Reform

16/07/2015WRA0340021. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to extend postal voting rights to persons who are due to be abroad on 
holidays on polling day; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29000/15]

16/07/2015WRA03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): In order to be able to vote at elections and referendums, a person’s name must be entered 
in the register of electors for a constituency in the State in which the person ordinarily resides.

Postal voting is provided for in electoral law in respect of certain categories of person who 
are entered in the register of electors - whole-time members of the Defence Forces; members of 
An Garda Síochána; Irish diplomats serving abroad and their spouses or civil partners; electors 
living at home who are unable to vote because of a physical illness or a physical disability; elec-
tors whose occupation, service or employment makes it likely that they will be unable to vote 
in person at their local polling station on polling day and full-time students registered at their 
home who are living elsewhere while attending an educational institution in the State; certain 
election staff employed at the poll outside the constituency where they reside; and electors who 
because of the circumstances of their detention in prison pursuant to an order of a court are 
likely to be unable to go in person on polling day to vote.

While electoral law is subject to ongoing review, I have no proposals at present to extend ex-
isting arrangements for postal voting.  In responding to the recommendation of the Convention 
on the Constitution in their fourth report, that there should be greater access to postal voting, the 
Government proposed that an Electoral Commission be tasked in due course with considering 
the issue and advising in detail on the electoral and operational implications, including costs, of 
implementing change in this area.

16/07/2015WRA03600Social and Affordable Housing Provision

16/07/2015WRA0370022. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
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Government if he will provide details on the level of progress being made on social housing 
provision targets for 2015; the number of social housing units that have been constructed to 
date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28994/15]

16/07/2015WRA03800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): As part of the targets of the Social Housing Strategy 2020, I expect that some 7,400 new 
social housing units will be provided in 2015, as follows: 1,400 units built or acquired by local 
authorities and approved housing bodies (AHBs); 3,000 units under the Social Housing Current 
Expenditure Programme (SHCEP); 1,000 vacant local authority units to be returned to use; and 
2,000 new Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) units.  

 In addition, I expect a further 8,400 households to be assisted through the Housing Assis-
tance Payment (HAP).   

  Information on built or acquired units is available up to quarter 1 of 2015 and shows 216 
delivered at that point.  While information is not currently available re vacant units returned to 
use, I am confident this target will be met in full. 

To the end of June 2015, 557 units have been delivered through SHCEP, with a further 947 
approved for funding.  These are a combination of units leased by local authorities and AHBs, 
including units leased from NAMA’s Special Purpose Vehicle, and purchased or built by AHBs 
under this programme.   

There have been 539 new transfers to the R AS to 30 April 2015, which is 27% of the 2015 
target, while more than 2,600 households are now supported by HAP throughout the pilot areas. 

Given the annual cycle of allocations, the bulk of delivery in any given year is heavily 
weighted towards the second half of the year.  I am confident that the overall target of 7,400 
units set for 2015 will be delivered.

16/07/2015WRA03900Local Authority Housing Maintenance

16/07/2015WRA0400023. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will require local authorities, when undertaking planned maintenance 
and energy efficiency measures in council housing, to allow tenants the option of a solid fuel 
range with back boiler and radiators instead of an oil-fired central heating system, which sees 
vulnerable individuals in risk of fuel poverty being unable to afford to fill their tank with fuel 
and consequently unable to heat their homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28719/15]

16/07/2015WRA04100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The management and maintenance of local authority housing stock, including heating sys-
tems and the achievement of energy efficiency, is a matter for each relevant local authority, and 
it is open to local authorities to address maintenance or improvements to their housing stock 
from within their own resources.

My Department operates certain funding programmes to support local authorities in the de-
velopment and improvement of social housing, including improving energy efficiency.  Local 
authorities are currently undertaking an ambitious programme of insulation retrofitting on the 
least energy efficient social houses, with funding support from my Department.  € 77 million is 
being provided over the period 2013-2015 for improving the energy performance of older local 
authority housing stock, resulting in improved comfort levels and Building Energy Ratings in 
over 30,000 local authority homes to date.  This also results in warmer homes and lower energy 



Questions - Written Answers

152

bills for local authority tenants, thereby providing a significant benefit for those at risk of fuel 
poverty.

16/07/2015WRA04200Social and Affordable Housing Eligibility

16/07/2015WRA0430024. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will raise the income limits for applicants to qualify to get onto the social 
housing lists, particularly in County Donegal, in recognition that applicants above the limits 
cannot secure finance to provide for their own housing needs; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28764/15]

16/07/2015WRA04400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011 introduced a new standard procedure for 
assessing applicants for social housing in every housing authority.  The aim of the new system 
is to move closer to a transparent, consistent and fairer approach to eligibility for social hous-
ing.  The Regulations include maximum net income limits for each housing authority, in differ-
ent bands according to the area, with income being defined and assessed according to a standard 
Household Means Policy.

The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band were based on an assess-
ment of income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs  plus a comparative analysis 
of the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country.  The limits also reflect a 
blanket increase of €5,000 introduced by this Government prior to the new system coming into 
operation, in order to broaden the base from which social housing tenants are drawn and thereby 
promote sustainable communities. 

Under the Household Means Policy, which applies in all housing authorities, net income for 
social housing assessment is defined as gross household income less income tax, PRSI and the 
universal social charge.  Most payments received from the Department of Social Protection are 
assessable.  The Policy provides for a range of income disregards, and housing authorities also 
have discretion to disregard income that is temporary, short-term or once off.      

As a result, the threshold for a two adult/two children household in Co. Donegal is €27,500 
net income after tax, PRSI and USC, with higher limits applying to larger households. 

I am satisfied that the current income limits generally provide for a fair and equitable system 
of identifying those households unable to provide accommodation from their own resources.  
However, these limits will be considered in the context of the review of social housing assess-
ment procedures currently being undertaken by my Department, as part of the broader social 
housing reform agenda outlined in the Social Housing Strategy 2020.

16/07/2015WRA04500Electoral Commission Administration

16/07/2015WRA0460025. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his views on further proposed changes to the constituency boundaries between 
counties Carlow and Laois; if he will provide a full list of the members of the Carlow Boundary 
Commission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28998/15]

16/07/2015WRA04700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I announced the establishment of statutory committees on 19 June 2015 to review local 
government boundaries in Athlone, Carlow, Drogheda and Waterford.  In the case of Carlow, 
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the committee has been asked to carry out a review of the boundary between County Carlow 
and County Laois and to make recommendations with respect to that boundary and any conse-
quential recommendations to the area of the Municipal District of Carlow that it considers to be 
necessary in the interests of effective and convenient local government.

Full details in relation to the committees, including membership and terms of reference, are 
available on my Department’s website at the following link: http://www.environ.ie/en/Local-
Government/LocalGovernmentReform/News/MainBody,41934,en.htm  

16/07/2015WRA04800Animal Welfare

16/07/2015WRA0490026. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government in view of the management of dog pounds going out to tender for the first 
time, the steps he will take to ensure the welfare of pound dogs will be to the highest standard; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25949/15]

16/07/2015WRA05000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The management of dog pounds contracted by local authorities is a matter in the first in-
stance for the owner of the pound and then the local authority concerned.

The Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013, the responsibility for the Minister for Agricul-
ture, Food and the Marine, applies to all animals, including those in dog pounds.

16/07/2015WRA05100Fire Stations Provision

16/07/2015WRA0520027. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the priority his Department has provided to the provision of a new fire sta-
tion in Crossmolina in County Mayo, which is the  number one priority for the local fire author-
ity, Mayo County Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28718/15]

16/07/2015WRA05300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and main-
tenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs, the provision of a premises and the 
making of such other provisions as it considers necessary or desirable, is a statutory function of 
individual fire authorities under the provisions of the Fire Services Acts 1981 and 2003.

My Department supports fire authorities through the setting of general policy and guidance 
and the provision of capital funding, including the recoupment (within the overall funding 
available) of costs incurred by fire authorities in relation to approved construction projects and 
the purchase of fire appliances and equipment.  The current priority for capital funding is sup-
porting the fire appliance fleet.  In this regard, Mayo Fire Service received a new appliance in 
2013 under a joint-procurement initiative.  I have recently announced details of another such 
joint-procurement programme.   

Under the 2007 Capital Programme, approval in principle was given for a new fire station 
at Crossmolina, at an estimated cost of €1 million.  On foot of this, Mayo County Council sub-
mitted an updated cost plan and contract documents for approval to proceed to the next stage 
of development.  However, in light of financial constraints it was not possible to proceed with 
this project. 

As part of the announcement of a new capital programme this year, I indicated that it is 
proposed to engage further with County and City Councils, as appropriate, to review proposed 
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fire station projects.  Requirements for new stations, or enhanced facilities at existing stations, 
will be re-appraised with a view to developing value-for-money projects, while still meeting the 
necessary functional requirements of a retained fire station.  In light of the fact that Crossmolina 
is Mayo County Council’s priority project, my Department will be liaising with the Council 
regarding the project.   

The provision of funding to bring agreed projects to construction stage will be considered 
within the constraints of existing commitments and available resources under future capital 
programmes, and will have regard to national priorities, the totality of requests from fire au-
thorities countrywide, the extent of previous investment in Mayo fire service, the value for 
money offered by proposals and the status of existing facilities in relation to the area’s fire risk 
categorisation.

16/07/2015WRA05400Building Regulations

16/07/2015WRA0550028. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when the revised building regulations, including lists of prescribed persons per-
mitted to sign off and certify housing construction, in particular the construction of one-off 
housing, will be finalised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28988/15]

16/07/2015WRA05600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): The review of the Building Control (Amendment) Regula-
tions 2014 following the first twelve months of their operation is now well advanced.  The im-
pact of the regulations on the cost of single dwellings (including self builds) forms an important 
element of this review.  Some 170 submissions were received during the public consultation 
process which concluded on 15 May 2015.  A report prepared by my Department following its 
review of the submissions received is currently under consideration.  I expect to conclude the 
review speedily, with a view to ensuring that any changes deemed appropriate will be effected 
as a matter of priority.

16/07/2015WRA05700Homeless Accommodation Provision

16/07/2015WRA0580029. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government in view of the information supplied to him regarding the steady rise in the 
number of homeless persons in the Dublin commuter belt region, if he will consider extending 
the Dublin Homeless Executive model to those areas in the immediate hinterland of the four 
Dublin local authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28762/15]

16/07/2015WRA05900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I refer to the reply to Question No. 226 of 8 July which sets out the position in this matter.

16/07/2015WRA06000Homeless Accommodation Funding

16/07/2015WRA0610030. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will explain the recent announcement of funding of €37 million 
for homeless services in Dublin, when the promised figure last November was €55 million; the 
impact this will have on bringing empty units across the city back into use; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28991/15]

16/07/2015WRA06200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
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ly): I refer to the reply to Question No. 12 on today’s Order Paper.

16/07/2015WRA06300Wind Energy Guidelines

16/07/2015WRA0640031. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when the new guidelines on wind farms will be published; and if they are likely to 
contain minimum set-back distances from dwelling houses. [29002/15]

16/07/2015WRA06500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): In December 2013, my Department published proposed “draft” revisions to the noise, 
setbacks and shadow flicker aspects of the 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines.  These 
draft revisions proposed:

-  The setting of a more stringent day and night noise limit of 40 decibels for future wind 
energy developments, 

-  A mandatory minimum setback of 500 metres between a wind turbine and the nearest 
dwelling for amenity considerations, and 

-  The complete elimination of shadow flicker between wind turbines and neighbouring 
dwellings. 

A public consultation process was initiated on these proposed draft revisions to the Guide-
lines, which ran until February 21 2014.  My Department received submissions from 7,500 
organisations and members of the public during this public consultation process.

It is intended that the revisions to the 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines will be 
finalised as soon as possible.  In this regard, account has to be taken of the extensive response 
to the public consultation in framing the final guidelines.  Further work is also advancing to 
develop technical appendices to assist planning authorities with the practical application of the 
noise measurement aspects of the Wind Guidelines.   The revisions to the Wind Energy Devel-
opment Guidelines 2006, when finalised, will be issued under Section 28 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000, as amended.  Planning authorities, and, where applicable, An Bord 
Pleanála must have regard to guidelines issued under Section 28 in the performance of their 
functions under the Planning Acts.

16/07/2015WRA06600Water Charges Administration

16/07/2015WRA0670032. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will report on any discussions held with tenants rights organisations in 
relation to the Environment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2015. [29009/15]

16/07/2015WRA06800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I refer to the reply to Question No. 18 on today’s Order Paper, which sets out the position 
in this matter.  The Bill does not impact on tenants’ rights and I have not held any discussions 
with tenants’ rights organisations on its provisions.

16/07/2015WRA06900Private Rented Accommodation Costs and Controls

16/07/2015WRA0700033. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
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Government his plans to tackle unaffordable rents in the private housing market. [29005/15]

16/07/2015WRA07100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): The most recent data from the Private Residential Tenan-
cies Board (PRTB) for Q1 2015 show that on an annual basis, nationally, rents were 6.9% 
higher than in Q1 2014.  Rents for houses were 6.5% higher, while apartment rents were 7.8% 
higher than in the same quarter of 2014.

These annual rates of increase were driven mainly by the Dublin market.  Overall, in the 12 
months to the end of Q1 2015, rents were higher by 9.6% in Dublin (with house rents up by 9% 
and apartment rents higher by 10.8%).  Annual growth in rents for the market outside Dublin 
was more subdued. In the 12 months to the end of Q1 2015, rents were higher by 5.3% (with 
house rents up by 5.7% and apartment rents higher by 5.2%).   

A shortage of supply is at the heart of rising rents and the Government is addressing this on a 
number of fronts.  Construction 2020: A Strategy for a Renewed Construction Sector, published 
last year, is aimed at addressing issues in the property and construction sectors and ensuring 
that any bottlenecks that might impede the sector in meeting residential and non-residential de-
mand are addressed.  Construction 2020 also commits to identifying and implementing further 
improvements to the planning system to facilitate appropriate development.   

Addressing the supply shortfall in housing will take time but in the period since the publica-
tion of Construction 2020, some welcome signs of recovery in the sector have become evident.  
Particularly notable in this regard is the increase in the number of house completions in 2014 
to 11,016 units nationally – an increase of 33% on the 2013 figure.  The latest figures for new 
house completions show that 4,566 units were completed to the end of May 2015, up almost 
16% on the corresponding figure for 2014.   

Social housing is a key priority for the Government, evidenced by the additional €2.2 bil-
lion in funding announced for social housing in Budget 2015 and the publication of the Social 
Housing Strategy 2020 in November 2014.  The total targeted provision under the Social Hous-
ing Strategy 2020 of 110,000 social housing units includes the delivery of 35,000 new social 
housing units and 75,000 units through the private rented sector supported mainly through the 
Housing Assistance Payment (HAP). 

There has been a number of relevant publications in recent times with suggestions and op-
tions in relation to addressing issues in the rental sector, notably the report produced for the 
PRTB by DKM Economic Consultants, Rent Stability in the Private Rented Sector and the Na-
tional Economic and Social Council (NESC) report Ireland’s Rental Sector: Pathways to Secure 
Occupancy and Affordable Supply.  Stakeholders representing landlords and tenants have also 
been vocal on this topic.   

The regulation of rent raises many complex economic and legal issues and I have to be satis-
fied that any measures proposed are balanced and have the desired effect on the rental market 
while being fair to landlords and tenants alike.  Ultimately, any decision in relation to rent cer-
tainty is a matter for Government and it is my intention to bring proposals to Government for 
consideration as soon as the necessary preparatory work has been completed.

16/07/2015WRA07200Irish Water Remit

16/07/2015WRA0730034. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to transfer responsibility for maintenance and upkeep of private sewers 
and lateral drains to Irish Water; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28999/15]
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16/07/2015WRA07400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provided for the transfer of water services functions 
from the water services authorities to Irish Water.  The Act also provided for the transfer of 
water services property from the water services authorities to Irish Water.  In this regard, the 
ownership of public sewers transferred to Irish Water on 20 January 2015.

The Water Services Act 2007 defines a drain as a pipe that is not owned, vested or controlled 
by a water services authority.  Accordingly, there is no legal basis for the transfer of drains, or 
responsibility for their maintenance, to Irish Water.

16/07/2015WRA07500Septic Tank Inspections

16/07/2015WRA0760035. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if there are measures in place to assist a septic tank owner who suspects a problem 
with the functioning of a tank, which may result in an environmental or health risk, to obtain a 
local authority inspection; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29010/15]

16/07/2015WRA07700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Section 70 of the Water Services Act 2007 places a duty of care on the owner of a premises 
to ensure that their waste water treatment systems are kept so as not to cause, or be likely to 
cause, a risk to human health or the environment, including waters, the atmosphere, land, soil, 
plants or animals, or create a nuisance through odours.  The duty of care provisions have been 
augmented by the Water Services (Amendment) Act 2012 and associated regulations.  Any 
person whose treatment system fails an inspection or, in the absence of an inspection, considers 
that their treatment system constitutes, or may constitute, a risk to human health or the environ-
ment is responsible for having any necessary remediation works carried out without delay.

Local authorities carry out inspections of septic tanks and similar systems for a variety of 
reasons, including water quality issues at drinking water sources or within designated shellfish 
or bathing water catchments and arising from reports of pollution from members of the public.  
Separately, inspections are carried out based on the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) 
National Inspection Plan 2015–2017: Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems which uses a 
risk-based methodology for the selection of systems for inspection taking into account factors 
such as densities of individual treatment systems across the numerous hydrological and geo-
logical settings in Ireland and the locations of sensitive groundwater or surface water receptors.  
Selection of treatment systems for inspection under the EPA’s plan is carried out by the local 
authorities using an IT system developed by the EPA.  Householders cannot request inspections 
of their own treatment systems, nor are inspections under the plan carried out based on third 
party complaints.

16/07/2015WRB00100Private Rented Accommodation Costs and Controls

16/07/2015WRB0020036. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will outline Government plans to deal with high rents in the private rental 
sector; and when he will publish these plans. [28995/15]

16/07/2015WRB00300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): I refer to the reply to Question No. 33 on today’s Order 
Paper which sets out the position in this matter.
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16/07/2015WRB00400Wind Energy Guidelines

16/07/2015WRB0050037. Deputy Helen McEntee asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the reason there has been a delay in publishing the revised wind energy guide-
lines; if he will confirm the date when they will be published; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28985/15]

16/07/2015WRB00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): In December 2013, my Department published proposed “draft” revisions to the noise, 
setbacks and shadow flicker aspects of the 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines.  These 
draft revisions proposed:

-  The setting of a more stringent day and night noise limit of 40 decibels for future wind 
energy developments, 

-  A mandatory minimum setback of 500 metres between a wind turbine and the nearest 
dwelling for amenity considerations, and 

-  The complete elimination of shadow flicker between wind turbines and neighbouring 
dwellings. 

A public consultation process was initiated on these proposed draft revisions to the Guide-
lines, which ran until February 21 2014.  My Department received submissions from 7,500 
organisations and members of the public during this public consultation process.

It is intended that the revisions to the 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines will be 
finalised as soon as possible.  In this regard, account has to be taken of the extensive response 
to the public consultation in framing the final guidelines.  Further work is also advancing to 
develop technical appendices to assist planning authorities with the practical application of the 
noise measurement aspects of the Wind Guidelines.   The revisions to the Wind Energy Devel-
opment Guidelines 2006, when finalised, will be issued under Section 28 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000, as amended.  Planning authorities, and, where applicable, An Bord 
Pleanála must have regard to guidelines issued under Section 28 in the performance of their 
functions under the Planning Acts.

16/07/2015WRB00700Ministerial Meetings

16/07/2015WRB0080038. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of meetings he has had with the Association of Local Government in 
Ireland and the Local Authority Members Association; his views on those meetings; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [29003/15]

16/07/2015WRB00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I recently met representatives of the Association of Irish Local Government and of the Lo-
cal Authority Members Association to discuss a range of issues relating to the operation of the 
local government system, and the work of elected members of local authorities, following one 
year of operation of the new structures established under the Local Government Reform Act 
2014.  Such meetings are a key element in supporting proper communication between central 
and local government and keeping under review the operation of the new local authority struc-
tures.

16/07/2015WRB01000Traveller Accommodation
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16/07/2015WRB0110039. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to fund Traveller-specific accommodation in each of the years 2015 to 
2020; and if he will provide details of the allocation of this funding. [29006/15]

16/07/2015WRB01200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommo-
dation) Act 1998, housing authorities have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the 
accommodation needs of Travellers and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-
annual Traveller accommodation programmes in their areas.  My Department’s role is to ensure 
that there are adequate structures and supports in place to assist the authorities in providing such 
accommodation, including a national framework of policy, legislation and funding.

In 2014, local authorities adopted the fourth round of Traveller Accommodation Pro-
grammes, with the five-year rolling accommodation programmes running to 2018.  These pro-
grammes provide a road map for local authority investment priorities over the period.  They 
also form the basis for the allocation of funding from my Department for traveller accommo-
dation, on foot of proposals received from local authorities and subject to approval from my 
Department. 

2015 capital allocations in respect of traveller specific accommodation have issued to local 
authorities.  The bulk of the funding was allocated in respect of schemes already under con-
struction, new schemes approved to commence construction in 2015 and to meet final balances 
on completed schemes.  The balance of funding is towards projects that will be newly approved 
during 2015. Details of the 2015 allocations are available on my Department’s website at the 
following link: http://www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/SpecialNeeds/Travel-
lers/News/MainBody,41970,en.htm.  As funding is subject to the annual Estimates process, 
there are no forward annual allocations.

16/07/2015WRB01300Traveller Accommodation

16/07/2015WRB0140040. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government  if he will outline the funding for the Traveller accommodation programme 
since the beginning of the programme in 1999; the amounts allocated for each programme; the 
amounts allocated from the Central Fund to each local authority; the amounts drawn down by 
each local authority; the rationale for the changes in funding; his views on whether the pro-
gramme is fit for purpose, and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28990/15]

16/07/2015WRB01500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommo-
dation) Act 1998, housing authorities have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the 
accommodation needs of Travellers and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-
annual Traveller accommodation programmes in their areas.  My Department’s role is to ensure 
that there are adequate structures and supports in place to assist the authorities in providing such 
accommodation, including a national framework of policy, legislation and funding.

The first three Traveller accommodation programmes covered the periods 2000-2004, 
2005-2008 and 2009-2013.  Local authorities adopted the fourth and current round of Traveller 
Accommodation Programmes in April 2014, with the five-year rolling accommodation pro-
grammes running from 2014 to 2018.  These programmes provide a road map for local author-
ity investment priorities over the period.  They also form the basis for the allocation of funding 
from my Department for traveller accommodation, on foot of proposals received from local 
authorities and subject to my Department’s approval.
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The capital allocations and amounts recouped in respect of Traveller-specific accommoda-
tion over the period 2009 to 2014 are set out in the table.  Detailed information prior to 2009 
is not readily available and will take time to compile; once available, the information will be 
forwarded to the Deputy. 

The 2015 allocations totalling €4.3m in respect of Traveller-specific accommodation have 
issued to local authorities, comprising €3.89m Exchequer provision and €0.410m from Local 
Property Tax proceeds.  The bulk of the funding was allocated in respect of schemes already 
under construction, new schemes approved to commence construction in 2015 and to meet 
final balances on completed schemes.  The balance of funding is towards projects that will 
be newly approved during 2015.  Details of the 2015 allocations are available on my Depart-
ment’s website at the following link: http://www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/
SpecialNeeds/Travellers/News/MainBody,41970,en.htm   

The Traveller accommodation programme is achieving results.  In the course of the first 
Traveller Accommodation Programme (2000-2004), some 1,371 additional Traveller families 
were provided with permanent, secure accommodation.  The second Programme (2005-2008) 
resulted in 775 units of new and refurbished Traveller-specific accommodation, while also ac-
commodating an additional 458 families in standard local authority housing.  Over the period 
of t he third round of Traveller Accommodation Programmes (2009-2013), over 500 units of 
Traveller-specific accommodation were provided. 

The improvement achieved is also evident from the data collected as part of the Annual 
Count of Travellers.  In 1999, prior to the first Traveller Accommodation Programme, the An-
nual Count of Traveller families estimated that there was a total of 4,790 Traveller families in 
the State.  Over 25% of these families were living on unauthorised sites.  The 2014 Annual 
Count identified a total of 10,226 Traveller families in the State, of which approximately 4.35% 
were living on unauthorised sites, notwithstanding the large increase in the number of families 
overall since 1999.

County 
Council

Allocation 
2009 
€

Allocation 
2010 
€

Allocation 
2011 
€

Allocation 
2012 
€

Allocation 
2013 
€

Allocation 
2014 
€

Allocation 
2015 
€

Carlow 400,000 420,000 50,000 0 0 0 0
Cavan 20,000 30,000 10,000 0 0 0 0
Clare 2,350,000 1,900,000 500,000 300,000 343,450 181,976 37,000
Cork 650,000 930,000 425,000 300,000 110,000 0 149,000
Donegal 100,000 70,000 25,000 300,000 88,000 0 0
South 
Dublin

5,224,500 3,610,000 600,000 250,000 50,000 24,750 0

Fingal 4,200,000 5,000,000 700,000 150,000 115,000 222,575 645,000
Dun 
Laoghaire / 
Rathdown

1,000,000 750,000 750,000 313,150 160,000 8,793 0

Galway 805,500 600,000 100,000 500,000 190,000 0 0
Kerry 1,080,000 100,000 400,000 23,249 0 99,571 4,550
Kildare 500,000 1,100,000 200,000 30,000 113,000 300,000 200,000
Kilkenny 500,000 1,200,000 450,000 60,000 0 450,000 551,626
Laois 50,000 220,000 200,000 530,000 659,000 0 0
Leitrim 200,000 180,000 80,000 0 0 0 0
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County 
Council

Allocation 
2009 
€

Allocation 
2010 
€

Allocation 
2011 
€

Allocation 
2012 
€

Allocation 
2013 
€

Allocation 
2014 
€

Allocation 
2015 
€

Limerick 650,000 100,000 200,000 134,400 29,110 0 7,500 (city 
& county 
merged in 
2014)

Longford 800,000 750,000 0 0 0 78,000
Louth 750,000 515,000 235,000 150,000 155,000 0 0
Mayo 750,000 500,000 30,000 136,850 0 0 0
Meath 3,000,000 2,800,000 1,500,000 78,133 220,000 0 0
Monaghan 400,000 0 0 0 0 0
North Tip-
perary

425,000 1,550,000 500,000 139,508 126,600 353,656 See Tipper-
ary  County 
Council 
(merged  
2014)

Offaly 95,000 110,000 400,000 0 0 70,000 3,069
Roscom-
mon

500,000 900,000 495,000 373,587 427,000 54,000 19,622

Sligo 900,000 500,000 500,000 18,090 8,000 0 0
South Tip-
perary

500,000 500,000 250,000 27,641 0 0 See Tipper-
ary  County 
Council 
(merged  
2014)

Tipperary n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 800,000
Waterford 0 0 0 0 0 413,347 

(City & 
County 
merged in 
2014)

Westmeath 150,000 75,000 150,000 46,452 0 0 95,000
Wexford 200,000 300,000 100,000 285,000 150,000 105,901 0
Wicklow 600,000 300,000 600,000 550,000 108,300 0 63,097
City Coun-
cil
Cork 100,000 40,000 62,000 0 256,687 800,000
Dublin 3,000,000 1,450,000 1,350,000 50,000 420,000 407,500 366,299
Galway 1,000,000 1,000,000 550,000 360,000 159,000 75,127 0
Limerick 400,000 1,000,000 1,150,000 250,000 295,000 350,000 7,500 (city 

& county 
merged in 
2014)

Waterford 700,000 1,500,000 500,000 252,240 25,000 0 413,347 
(City & 
County 
Council 
merged in 
2014)

Reserve* 3,000,000 5,000,000 2,000,000 329,700 48,540 39,464 66,890
TOTAL 35,000,000 35,000,000 15,000,000 6,000,000 4,000,000 3,000,000 4,300,000

*A portion of the overall capital allocation was held in reserve by the Department over 
the period 2009 – 2015 for the purposes of recouping to local authorities the purchase cost of 
houses which were required to meet the accommodation needs of Traveller families in specific 
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instances.

County 
Council

Recouped 
2009 
€

Recouped 
2010 
€

Recouped 
2011
 €

Recouped 
2012 
€

Recouped 
2013 
€

Recouped 
2014 
€

Carlow 194,602 91,116 26,146 305,156 0 0
Cavan 18,842 0 6,356 0 57,412 0
Clare 2,710,533 544,603 481,387 183,281 248,290 250,613
Cork 72,308 500,559 10,132 171,103 148,865 15,322
Donegal 110,492 24,782 61,669 233,500 0 3,175
South Dublin 5,004,727 1,749,905 258,852 140,123 81,277 46,978
Fingal 2,335,136 2,860,494 0 0 55,000 424,754
Dun 
Laoghaire / 
Rathdown

404,627 65,263 330,349 155,051 204,352 23,986

Galway 634,516 185,830 292,947 0 138,840 0
Kerry 177,543 372,021 600,578 17,067 11,025 144,415
Kildare 220,000 0 0 30,000 148,352 0
Kilkenny 0 698,431 501,263 640 94,974 287,239
Laois 45,000 0 3,810 218,481 675,028 60,262
Leitrim 101,230 86,723 14,234 0 0 0
Limerick 341,977 0 81,600 98,400 31,760 0
Longford 120,768 0 0 0 0 25,000
Louth 24,997 331,874 504,109 239,508 155,000 0
Mayo 334,390 645,218 38,503 3,810 0 3,810
Meath 300,747 2,771,429 1,796,295 63,560 255,626 0
Monaghan 714,957 691,044 197,925 0 0 0
North Tipper-
ary

365,080 659,924 174,323 46,947 244,346 See Tipper-
ary  County 
Council 
(merged in 
2014)

Offaly 499,914 107,248 406,902 0 50,377 73,760
Roscommon 85,640 809,255 269,689 0 393,184 96,126
Sligo 265,397 513,481 624,885 17,225 9,700 0
South Tipper-
ary

1,017,386 59,617 445,623 190,000 1,275 See Tipper-
ary  County 
Council 
merged in 
2014

Tipperary n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 291,874
Waterford 97,303 0 0 0 0 9,769 (city 

& county 
merged in 
2014)

Westmeath 17,745 210,000 174,718 48,655 0 0
Wexford 73,335 385,119 111,422 172,552 150,000 328,733
Wicklow 338,159 0 459,904 605,837 164,684 67,038
City Council
Cork 5,000 44,500 40,500 70,500 17,500 206,913
Dublin 1,441,543 389,146 433,099 287,402 465,000 481,693
Galway 764,310 707,431 135,328 391,250 0 72,241
Limerick 149,214 353,681 329,341 50,106 264,310 249,987
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County 
Council

Recouped 
2009 
€

Recouped 
2010 
€

Recouped 
2011
 €

Recouped 
2012 
€

Recouped 
2013 
€

Recouped 
2014 
€

Waterford 614,557 250,000 503,019 259,846 76,756 9,769 (city & 
county)

TOTAL 19,601,975 16,108,693 9,314,910 4,000,000 4,142,933 3,163,688

16/07/2015WRB01600Social and Affordable Housing Provision

16/07/2015WRB0170041. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the number of units of social housing he expects to have available for 
immediate occupation in the third and fourth quarter of 2015 and by each quarter in 2016 and 
2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28714/15]

16/07/2015WRB01800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Social Housing Strategy 2020, published in November 2014, sets out clear, measur-
able actions and targets to increase the supply of social housing, reform delivery arrangements 
and meet the housing needs of all households on the housing list.  The Strategy will support an 
additional 35,000 new units to be delivered by local authorities and approved housing bodies 
through a combination of building, purchase and leasing schemes.  These will be delivered in 
two phases.  Phase 1 targets the delivery of 18,000 additional housing units by the end of 2017, 
and phase 2, spanning the years 2018 to 2020, targets the delivery of 17,000 units.

I expect that a total of 7,400 new social housing units will be delivered in 2015.  A total 
of 3,000 units will be delivered under the Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme 
including leases, rental agreements and agreements with approved housing bodies to facilitate 
leasing, build and acquisition.  2,000 units are to be delivered through the Rental Accommoda-
tion Scheme, 1,000 vacant properties will be returned to productive use and 1,400 units will be 
delivered through direct build and acquisition by local authorities and approved housing bod-
ies.  Further announcements of new unit delivery under the Capital Assistance Scheme and the 
broader social housing investment programmes will be made shortly. 

Overall delivery targets for each local authority for the period 2015 to 2017 were set earlier 
this year, supported by a programme of €1.5 billion of investment. Details in respect of each 
local authority are available on my Department’s website at the following weblink: http://www.
environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/News/MainBody,41016,en.htm   

16/07/2015WRB01900Wastewater Treatment

16/07/2015WRB0200042. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will commit to extending the eligibility for the domestic wastewater treat-
ment systems grants to include septic tanks that are registered but have not been inspected by a 
local authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28992/15]

16/07/2015WRB02100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems (Financial Assistance) Regulations 2013, a 
copy of which is available in the Oireachtas library, brought into operation a grants scheme to 
assist with the cost of remediation of septic tanks and domestic waste water treatment systems 
which are deemed, following inspection under the EPA’s National Inspection Plan and the sub-
sequent issue of an Advisory Notice by the local authority, to require repair or upgrading.  The 
qualification criteria are set out in the legislation and full details of the scheme, including eli-
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gibility criteria, are set out in the explanatory leaflet and application form published on my De-
partment’s website at the following link: http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/Environment/
Water/FileDownLoad,33607,en.pdf         

The grant scheme ensures that the limited financial resources available are targeted towards 
householders, particularly those on lower incomes, who incur expenditure directly as a result of 
the implementation of the Water Services (Amendment) Act 2012. 

I have no plans to extend or vary the qualifying criteria of the grant scheme. However, 
householders who do not meet the eligibility criteria included in the Domestic Waste Water 
Treatment Systems (Financial Assistance) Regulations 2013 but wish to remediate or upgrade 
their on-site treatment systems may qualify for relief under the Home Renovation Incentive 
(HRI) Scheme introduced under Section 5 of the Finance (No. 2) Act 2013.  The HRI scheme 
covers main residence repairs, renovations and improvements, including the repair or replace-
ment of septic tanks. The scheme is administered by the Revenue Commissioners and full de-
tails are published on Revenue’s website at the following link:http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/it/
reliefs/hri/hri-general-faqs.html  

16/07/2015WRB02200Homeless Accommodation Funding

16/07/2015WRB0230043. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will address concerns regarding the projected shortfall of €18.5 million in 
the funding allocation from his Department to Dublin City Council for homelessness services. 
[28993/15]

16/07/2015WRB02400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I refer to the reply to Question No. 12 on today’s Order Paper.

16/07/2015WRB02500Homelessness Strategy

16/07/2015WRB0260044. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide an update regarding the homelessness crisis and the Gov-
ernment plans to tackle the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28716/15]

16/07/2015WRB02700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): A range of measures are being taken to secure a ring-fenced supply of accommodation to 
house homeless households and mobilise the necessary supports in order to deliver on the Gov-
ernment’s target of ending involuntary long-term homelessness.  These measures have been 
identified in the Government’s Implementation Plan on the State’s Response to Homelessness 
(May 2014) and in the Action Plan to Address Homelessness (December 2014).

Progress in implementing these plans is reported through the Cabinet Committee on Social 
Policy and Public Service Reform.  The plans and progress reports are available on my Depart-
ment’s website at the following link: http://www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/
SpecialNeeds/HomelessPeople/   

These Plans represent a whole-of-Government approach to dealing with homelessness and 
the implementation of measures identified in these plans is being overseen by a group of senior 
officials drawn from key State agencies concerned including my Department; the Department’s 
of Social Protection, Health, and Children and Youth Affairs; the Health Service Executive; 
Tusla (the Child and Family Agency); the Irish Prison Service; and housing authorities.  The 
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Group meets at regular intervals and its next meeting is scheduled for 17 July.

16/07/2015WRB02800Social and Affordable Housing Provision

16/07/2015WRB0290045. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he is aware of the current expected shortfall in the housing and homelessness 
budgets for Dublin City Council; his plans for the allocation of additional funding and the es-
timated target for delivery of housing in Dublin; and the type of housing that will be provided. 
[29004/15]

16/07/2015WRB03000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Ambitious targets for social housing delivery, along with matching funding allocations, 
were set by me in April last, when I announced targets for the delivery of social housing for all 
local authorities to 2017.  As part of this announcement, Dublin City Council was set a target 
of 3,347 social housing units, supported by a provisional funding allocation of €292m, to be 
invested in a combination of building, buying and leasing schemes to accommodate people on 
the housing waiting list.

In that context, on 5 May 2015, I announced a major social housing construction programme, 
involving €312m of investment, comprising some 100 projects and 1,700 housing units nation-
ally.  This included 167 new units in Dublin City, both apartments and houses, at a cost of over 
€35m. Full details, including specifics of the projects to be progressed, the funding allocated 
and the number of units to be delivered across all local authorities, are available on my Depart-
ment’s website at the following link: http://www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/
News/MainBody,41340,en.htm  

I stated at the time that this announcement was part of the first phase of direct-build projects 
under the Government’s Social Housing Strategy and that further assessments are being carried 
out which will result in the approval of additional projects shortly. 

With regard to funding for accommodation and related services for the homeless, a 2015 
allocation of €37.16 million has been confirmed for the Dublin Region.  This is an increase of 
19% on the region’s initial allocation (of €31.32 million) in 2014 and represents over 70% of all 
the funding allocated to housing authorities nationally.  My Department is in active and ongoing 
discussions with the Dublin authorities regarding the extent of their possible additional funding 
requirements in 2015 and this issue will be addressed toward the end of Quarter 3 in the light of 
expenditure actually incurred at that stage.

16/07/2015WRB03100Social and Affordable Housing Provision

16/07/2015WRB0320046. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the proposals he has put to the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
for direct-build social housing development by the local authorities; the proposals that were 
accepted and will be brought forward; if he has set targets for public private partnership-type 
social housing by the local authorities and voluntary sectors between 2015 and 2018; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28715/15]

16/07/2015WRB03300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The Social Housing Strategy 2020 has been approved by Government and includes a 
commitment for significant funding for the social housing targets it contains.  The Strategy will 
support an additional 35,000 new social housing units to be delivered by local authorities and 
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approved housing bodies through a combination of building, purchase and leasing schemes.  
The estimated cost to the Exchequer for the delivery of these new units is €3.8 billion to 2020.

The funding provided through Budget 2015 will provide the required kick start to delivery 
under the Strategy, as will the local authority targets that I set in April 2015, of over 22,800 new 
units to be delivered between 2015 – 2017, with €1.5 billion in provisional funding allocations. 

In line with these targets, on 5 May last I announced the first major direct build social hous-
ing programme with some 100 separate housing projects, delivering 1,700 new social hous-
ing units at a cost of €312 million. Details of these projects are available on my Department’s 
website at the following link: http://www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/News/
MainBody,41340,en.htm  

I will be making further announcements shortly based on local authority proposals to deliver 
additional new social housing units. 

The Social Housing Strategy also provides for a public private partnership programme to 
invest €300million in social housing.  This is to comprise development of up to 1,500 housing 
units and the provision of services over a 25-year period following construction.  This will in-
clude the maintenance and upkeep of the housing, and return of the asset after 25 years in prime 
condition.  The Strategy commits to the provision of these units by the end of 2017.  It is in-
tended that the first bundle of PPP sites will have a focus on delivery in the Greater Dublin area.

16/07/2015WRB03400Building Regulations

16/07/2015WRB0350047. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government his plans to address the issue of homes in County Donegal which are 
affected by mica; if he will adopt a similar approach to that taken with pyrite-affected homes in 
the east of the county, in order to offer support to those affected; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28987/15]

16/07/2015WRB03600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): In general, building defects are matters for resolution be-
tween the relevant contracting parties, i.e. the homeowner, the builder, the materials supplier 
and/or their respective insurers and I firmly believe that the parties responsible for poor work-
manship and/or the supply of defective materials should face up to their responsibilities and 
take appropriate actions to provide remedies for the affected homeowners.   

In the event that the contracting parties cannot reach a settlement by negotiation, the option 
of seeking redress in the Courts can be considered.  In this context, my Department understands 
that legal proceedings have been instigated in a number of cases relating to this problem.   

I fully appreciate and acknowledge the extremely difficult and distressing situations that 
certain homeowners in Donegal are facing on account of damage to the structural integrity 
of their homes.  It was against this background that I agreed to visit a number of the affected 
homes earlier this year; my Department also met with a number of the affected homeowners in 
early December 2014.   

At my Department’s request, copies of test reports on the affected concrete blocks, which 
had previously been commissioned by a number of homeowners, were made available to my 
Department in order to provide a more detailed and scientific insight into the problems that have 
emerged in Donegal.  A technical report has been prepared for my consideration and I intend to 
complete my consideration of this matter shortly.
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16/07/2015WRB03700Unfinished Housing Developments Data

16/07/2015WRB0380048. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of ghost or vacant housing estates that have been acquired by his De-
partment and-or by local authorities and voluntary housing associations in conjunction with his 
Department; the locations of these estates; the stage of development of each of the estates; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28712/15]

16/07/2015WRB03900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The provision of social housing services is a matter for each local authority as the housing 
authority for its area.  Each authority has responsibility for identifying their area’s social hous-
ing need and responding as required.  Targets and provisional funding allocations out to 2017 
have been set to support the delivery of social housing by each local authority, by whatever 
combination of approaches are identified by the authorities concerned, including the develop-
ment of new build proposals, turn-key proposals and the purchase of units that may be privately 
owned.  A similar approach applies to funding sanctioned by local authorities to approved hous-
ing bodies, which can be for either new build or the acquisition of existing housing units.

Earlier this year, local authorities submitted proposals for the delivery of social housing and, 
subsequently, I announced the first major construction projects under the Social Housing Strat-
egy with 1,700 new units to be delivered in 100 projects, encompassing all local authorities.  I 
stated at the time that further assessments of local authority proposals are being undertaken and 
further project approvals will be announced shortly. 

In presenting proposals, local authorities and approved housing bodies can consider oppor-
tunities that may arise in the context of unfinished housing estates.  There needs to be careful 
consideration in such cases that these proposals will meet housing need, as there is a risk that 
in some cases, unfinished estates may be in locations where there is not a notable level of hous-
ing need.  Some proposals involving unfinished estates have been made by local authorities 
and they are being assessed, alongside other proposals made by local authorities and approved 
housing bodies, in terms of value for money, suitability, the extent to which they meet housing 
need and conformity with my Department’s guidelines on social housing developments, Qual-
ity Housing for Sustainable Communities.

16/07/2015WRC00150School Meals Programme

16/07/2015WRC0020049. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the amount 
of funding under the school meals programme that will be paid to a school (details supplied) 
in County Laois for the school year 2015-2016; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[29597/15]

16/07/2015WRC00300Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Kevin Humphreys): 
The school meals programme operated by the Department provides funding towards the provi-
sion of food services to some 1,600 schools and organisations and benefits over 207,000 chil-
dren. 

The school referred to by the Deputy was allocated over €15,000 in respect of food costs 
for the school year 2014/2015, including an allocation for a breakfast club. The Department is 
currently receiving applications for the forthcoming academic year and is considering options 
regarding the allocation of funding.  In relation to this particular school, an application has been 
received and the Department has corresponded with the school seeking additional information.
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16/07/2015WRC00350Social Insurance Data

16/07/2015WRC0040050. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
total yield from employer pay related social insurance in each year from 2010 to 2014; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [29798/15]

16/07/2015WRC00500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information 
requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table:

Social Insurance Fund (SIF) Employers PRSI Income from 2010 to 2014* (€,000)

Year Total Yield
2010 €5,000,275
2011 €5,460,786
2012 €4,995,971
2013 €5,331,152
2014** €5,748,207

*The total represents PRSI receipts only and is exclusive of Health and Training Levies.

**Please note that 2014 is provisional pending completion of SIF Account and statutory 
audit.

16/07/2015WRC00550Social Insurance Yield

16/07/2015WRC0060051. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
total yield from employee pay related social insurance in each year from 2010 to 2014; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [29799/15]

16/07/2015WRC00700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information 
requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table:

Social Insurance Fund (SIF) Employees PRSI Income from 2010 to 2014* (€,000

Year Total Yield
2010 €1,377,140
2011 €1,617,352
2012 €1,479,983
2013 €1,579,545
2014* €1,703,657

*Please note that 2014 is provisional pending completion of SIF Account and statutory 
audit.

16/07/2015WRC00750Departmental Priorities

16/07/2015WRC0080052. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her 
Department’s priorities for the remainder of this Dáil; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [29591/15]

16/07/2015WRC00900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Government 
published a Statement of Government Priorities for the period 2014 to 2016 last July.  The state-
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ment sets out how we will build a social recovery to accompany the economic recovery that is 
now under way.  The key priorities in that statement are:

1. Strengthening the Domestic Economy & Prioritising New Jobs for the Unemployed

2. Delivering Better Living and Working Standards 

3. Improving Housing Availability & Affordability 

4. Responsible and Sustainable Management of the Public Finances 

5. Rebuilding Trust in Politics & Public Institutions 

6. Protecting & Enhancing Peace in Northern Ireland 

I am determined that the Department of Social Protection will play a full role in ensuring 
that the benefits of recovery are felt evenly across the country.  

Key priorities for the Department of Social Protection are:

- To ensure that labour market activation services are provided to jobseekers and other 
clients using: the Department’s Intreo service; its Pathways to Work strategy; the new JobPath 
contract; the Youth Guarantee and employer engagement including the Employment and Youth 
Activation Charter; and other employment schemes and supports.

- Implementation of the Comprehensive Employment Strategy for people with disabilities.

- To contribute to the framing of Budget 2016 and the implementation of Budget changes.

- The establishment of a Universal Retirement Savings Group (URSG), chaired by the De-
partment to develop the roadmap and timeline for the introduction of a universal supplementary 
workplace pension scheme which will be brought to Government for consideration.

- Tenancy sustainment and the transfer of responsibility for those with a long-term housing 
need from Rent Supplement to the Housing Assistance Payment, where appropriate.

- Continued implementation of the Compliance and Anti-Fraud Initiative 2014-2018.

- Continued roll-out of the Public Services Card

Tackling poverty among children and families is a Government priority. The Department 
of Social Protection is working with other Departments to implement a whole-of-government, 
multi-dimensional approach to tackling the issue of child poverty. Furthermore, the National 
Action Plan for Social Inclusion 2007-2016, which is the over-arching approach for tackling 
poverty and social exclusion, is currently being updated for the extended period 2015-2017.

I will, as I have done so far in my tenure as Minister for Social Protection, continue to drive 
forward the agenda of social welfare reform to ensure that the social welfare system continues 
to be sustainable and fit-for-purpose into the future.

16/07/2015WRC00950Fuel Allowance Expenditure

16/07/2015WRC0100053. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if the 
Government will commit to protecting and maintaining the current fuel subsidy rates in the 
upcoming budget for 2016; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29612/15]
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16/07/2015WRC01100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The fuel allowance 
is a payment of €20 per week for 26 weeks from October to April, to approx. 415,000 low in-
come households, at an estimated cost of €208 million in 2015.  It is a means tested payment, 
targeted at those who are more vulnerable to energy poverty, including those reliant on social 
protection payments for longer periods and who are unlikely to have additional resources of 
their own.  The purpose of this payment is to assist these households with a contribution to-
wards their energy costs.  It is not intended to meet those costs in full. Only one allowance is 
paid per household. 

Separate to this fuel allowance, my Department also provides an allowance for electricity 
or gas as part of the household benefits package to approx. 415,000 customers, at an estimated 
cost of €227 million in 2015.

The Government will continue to ensure that those on low incomes and those who are more 
vulnerable to energy poverty are supported through the fuel allowance and the household ben-
efits package. 

16/07/2015WRC01150Disability Allowance Payments

16/07/2015WRC0120054. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when a 
person (details supplied) in County Carlow will receive a back payment under the disability 
allowance scheme; and if she will expedite a reply. [29629/15]

16/07/2015WRC01300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Disability allow-
ance arrears will issue to the person in question in the next few days.

16/07/2015WRC01350Rent Supplement Scheme Data

16/07/2015WRC0140055. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide in tabular form the annual cost of payments in County Meath between 2011 and 2015 
under the rent allowance and rent supplement schemes; and the number of landlords in receipt 
of each payment in the county. [29679/15]

16/07/2015WRC0150056. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the num-
ber of applications that have been approved under article 38 to raise the rent supplement cap for 
constituents in County Meath since January 2015; and if she will provide in tabular form the 
number by month and area in the county. [29680/15]

16/07/2015WRC0160064. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
approximate cost of increasing the maximum rent limits in the rent supplement scheme by 5% 
in the four Dublin local authority areas, Cork city and Galway city; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [29771/15]

16/07/2015WRC01700104. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide in tabular form the amount spent on rent supplement by local authority in each year 
from 2013 to 2014 and in 2015 to date; and if she will provide estimates on the expected sav-
ings to the departmental budget by transferring recipients from the rent supplement scheme to 
the housing assistant payment scheme. [30195/15]

16/07/2015WRC01800120. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide an annual breakdown by scheme of all payments made by her Department to private 
landlords in the years 2008 to 2014 and in 2015 to date. [30406/15]
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16/07/2015WRC01900Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Kevin Humphreys): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 55, 56, 64, 104 and 120 together. 

Rent supplement plays a vital role in supporting approximately 67,000 families and indi-
viduals at a cost of €298 million. Details of rent supplement recipients and expenditure each 
year since 2008 is provided in the attached tabular statement. Information on rent supplement 
expenditure by county is not available. A county breakdown by recipients is also provided, 
however a breakdown by local authority is not maintained. 

An overall 5% increase to rent supplement would cost approximately €15 million in a full 
year. A breakdown of this cost on a county basis is not available, however the costs to apply 
such an increase in the Dublin, Cork and Galway regions, which accounts for over half of the 
customer base, would account for a significant proportion of this additional cost. 

Under the legislative provisions governing rent supplement, the Department’s relationship 
is with the tenant, there is no direct relationship between the landlord and the Department in 
the administration of the scheme. Payments are generally made directly to the landlord by the 
tenant. At the end of December 2014, there were over 49,000 landlords providing tenancies to 
rent supplement recipients. 

In response to the current housing difficulties, DSP has implemented preventative measures 
under rent supplement to provide for flexibility in assessing customers’ individual accommoda-
tion needs through the National Tenancy Sustainment Framework.  Under this approach, ten-
ant’s circumstances are considered on a case-by-case basis, and rents are being increased above 
prescribed limits throughout the country as appropriate. This flexible approach has already 
assisted over 2,660 rent supplement households nationwide, of which 63 cases are in place in 
Meath, to retain their rented accommodation through the payment of increased rent supplement. 
A breakdown of these awards by month and locality is not readily available. 

The Department’s strategic policy direction is to return rent supplement to its original pur-
pose of being a short term income support by transferring responsibility for persons with long 
term housing needs to the local authorities under the new Housing Assistance Payment (HAP). 
HAP is currently in operation in 13 local authority areas in which there are approximately 
2,700 HAP tenancies already in place. The financial provision for rent supplement for 2015 
represents a transfer of funding in excess of €20 million to the Department of the Environment, 
Community and Local Government to support HAP. Estimates on savings to this Department in 
future years would be based on the numbers of customers in receipt of rent supplement and the 
progress of the roll out of HAP.

Table 1: Rent Supplement: Recipient Numbers & Expenditure: 2008 to Present

Year Recipients Cost  
€000

2008 74,038 440,548
2009 93,030 510,751
2010 97,260 516,538
2011 96,803 502,747 
2012 87,684 422,536
2013 79,788 372,909
2014 71,533 338,347 
2015 67,016 298,415 
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Table 2 – Rent Supplement Recipients by County End of 2011-2015

County 2011 2012 2013 2014 June 2015 
Dublin 34,423 32,584 29,541 26,453 25,169
Cork 10,732 9,878 9,020 8,273 7,625
Kildare 4,447 4,338 4,135 3,698 3,569
Galway 4,615 4,134 3,983 3,591 3,476
Wexford 4,102 3,700 3,179 2,700 2,495
Limerick 3,833 3,323 2,984 2,461 1,934
Louth 2,734 2,549 2,422 2,211 1,854
Wicklow 2,719 2,495 2,381 2,130 2,049
Tipperary 2,609 2,199 2,094 1,961 1,914
Donegal 2,977 2,411 2,047 1,812 1,651
Meath 2,723 2,143 1,941 1,726 1,619
Kerry 2,278 2,037 1,888 1,736 1,659
Mayo 2,928 2,435 1,900 1,619 1,606
Westmeath 1,671 1,592 1,588 1,533 1,484
Waterford 2,098 1,773 1,556 1,443 1,238
Clare 1,961 1,722 1,547 1,336 1,286
Kilkenny 1,619 1,365 1,210 1,011 745
Carlow 1,440 1,239 1,108 1,086 1,070
Offaly 1,349 1,240 1,124 1,041 961
Laois 1,178 1,097 1,085 1,008 988
Roscommon 1,275 997 802 687 665
Longford 623 511 507 476 421
Sligo 698 591 542 451 486
Cavan 843 519 455 414 419
Monaghan 488 438 395 352 306
Leitrim 440 374 354 324 327
Total 96,803 87,684 79,788 71,533 67,016

16/07/2015WRC01950Domiciliary Care Allowance Eligibility

16/07/2015WRC0200057. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her 
views on extending eligibility for the domiciliary care allowance to persons aged under 18 years 
of age. [29700/15]

16/07/2015WRC02100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Deputy will 
be aware that I commissioned two reports relating to the Domiciliary Care Allowance (DCA) 
scheme during 2012.  One of these reports dealt specifically with the relationship between DCA 
and Disability Allowance (DA) for young adults.  A recommendation to extend the age limit for 
receipt of DCA to 18 years of age was included in both of these reports, which were published 
in April 2013.   

The reports found that there was a strong rationale for raising the DCA age threshold to 
18 years.  The recommendation is that this change should be made from a specific date, with 
the age threshold for payment of DCA to increase to age 18 for all new and existing claimants 
aged 16 and under on that date.  On this same date the age threshold for payment of DA would 
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change to age 18, to apply to new claimants only. 

However, the Deputy will be aware that there are differing views on the best way to proceed 
so as to provide support to the group of people in question. While the recommendations of the 
reports will be kept under consideration as part of ongoing review of the wider disability area, 
there are no plans to change the age limits for receipt of DCA/DA at this time.

16/07/2015WRC02150Domiciliary Care Allowance Eligibility

16/07/2015WRC0220058. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she is 
aware of the gap between eligibility for domiciliary care allowance and eligibility for disability 
allowance, when a person reaches 16 years of age. [29701/15]

16/07/2015WRC0230059. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the as-
sistance that is provided to persons who are eligible for domiciliary care allowance but not for 
the disability allowance, on reaching 16 years of age. [29702/15]

16/07/2015WRC02400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 58 and 59 together.

Domiciliary Care Allowance (DCA) is paid in respect of children who have a severe dis-
ability requiring constant care and attention substantially in excess of that needed by a child 
of the same age without the disability. The need for the additional care and attention must be 
likely to last for at least 12 months.  DCA, which is not means-tested, is payable in respect of 
qualified children to age 16 years, after which they may apply for disability allowance (DA) in 
their own right. 

However, the qualifying conditions for DA are very different to DCA. To qualify for a DA 
payment a person must: be substantially restricted in undertaking suitable employment; be aged 
between 16 and 65; satisfy a means test; and be habitually resident in the State. Therefore a 
child is not automatically entitled to DA because a DCA was in payment.

While I have no plans to adjust the age limit for receipt of DCA or DA at this time, the issue 
of how best to provide income supports, where needed, to children with a disability between 
16 and 18 years of age, will be considered in the context of any general reforms to disability 
support payments.

16/07/2015WRC02450Domiciliary Care Allowance Data

16/07/2015WRC0250060. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
number of persons who receive domiciliary care allowance who are not eligible for disability 
allowance on reaching 16 years of age. [29703/15]

16/07/2015WRC02600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In the period from 
January 2014 to December 2014, 965 persons that previously received domiciliary care allow-
ance (DCA) were awarded disability allowance (DA) and 272 former DCA recipients were 
found not eligible for DA.

16/07/2015WRC02650Fuel Allowance Eligibility
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16/07/2015WRC0270061. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
reason an application for a fuel allowance for a person (details supplied) in County Cork was 
refused; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29704/15]

16/07/2015WRC02800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person con-
cerned is in receipt of Invalidity Pension (IP), including a Living Alone Allowance, at the maxi-
mum weekly personal rate.  He is also in receipt of a Disablement Pension.

The National Fuel Scheme (FA) may be paid to persons in receipt of certain long term So-
cial Welfare payments, including IP, who satisfy the other qualifying criteria.  Full details of 
the qualifying criteria for the scheme are available on the Department’s website www.welfare.
ie. In line with the guidelines for receipt of FA, the allowance is not payable to a person or a 
household in receipt of Disablement Pension.

Following a review of the entitlement of the person concerned to FA, it has been decided 
that he is not entitled to that allowance as he is also in receipt of Disablement Pension. He 
was notified on the 24 June 2015 of the decision and the reason for it.  The person in question 
requested an appeal of the decision to the Social Welfare Appeals Office.  As FA is an adminis-
trative (non-statutory) scheme, there is no statutory right of appeal.  However, his entitlement 
to FA was reviewed and it was decided that there were no grounds to change to the original 
decision.  The person concerned was notified on 10 July 2015 of the outcome of the review.

Question No. 62 withdrawn.

16/07/2015WRC02950Social Welfare Benefits Data

16/07/2015WRC0300063. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
cost of restoring the Christmas bonus to 50%, 75% and in full; the number of persons who 
would benefit if it was re-instated on the basis outlined and previously applied; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [29754/15]

16/07/2015WRC0310065. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
cost of restoring 50% of the 2013 cut to the respite care grant; the cost of reversing the cut in 
full; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29773/15]

16/07/2015WRC0320069. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
cost a €1 increase in the living alone allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[29782/15]

16/07/2015WRC03300111. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the cost to the Exchequer of a €5 increase in the State contributory pension and the State non-
contributory pension; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30341/15]

16/07/2015WRC03400112. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
cost to the Exchequer of a €10 increase in the State contributory pension and the State non-
contributory pension; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30342/15]

16/07/2015WRC03500113. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
cost to the Exchequer of a €5 increase in the annual Christmas bonus; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [30343/15]

16/07/2015WRC03600114. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
cost to the Exchequer of a €10 increase in the annual Christmas bonus; and if she will make a 
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statement on the matter. [30344/15]

16/07/2015WRC03700115. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
cost of increasing child benefit by €5 per week; €10 per week; €15 per week; and €20 per week; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30345/15]

16/07/2015WRC03800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 63, 65, 69 and 111 to 115, inclusive, together.

Based on 2014 numbers of 1,232,535 recipients, payment of a Christmas Bonus equiva-
lent to 50%, 75% and 100% of payment levels would cost €130.2 million, €195.3 million and 
€260.4 million respectively.  

Based on these same recipient numbers, the cost of a €5 increase in the annual Christmas 
bonus is estimated at €6.2 million and the cost of a €10 increase is just over €12.3 million. 

The cost of increasing the Respite Care Grant by €162.50 (50% of €325) in 2016 is €14.7 
million.  The cost of increasing the grant by the full €325 to €1,700 in 2016 is €29.4 million. 

The estimated full year cost of increasing the Living Alone Allowance by €1 per week in 
2016 is €9.9 million. 

The cost of increasing the State Pension Contributory (SPC) and the State Pension Non 
Contributory (SPNC) by €5 per week is €102.2 million and €25.4 million respectively in a full 
year. 

The cost of increasing SPC and SPNC by €10 per week is €204.3 million and €50.8 million 
respectively in a full year. 

The cost of increasing all pension rates – SPC, SPNC, Widow/er/Surviving Civil Partner 
Contributory Pension (aged 66 and over), Death Benefit (aged 66 and over) and Carer’s Al-
lowance (aged 66 and over) – by €5 and €10 per week respectively is circa €151.1 million and 
€302.2 million respectively in a full year. These costs also include proportionate increases for 
any qualified adults, where applicable. 

Child Benefit is a monthly payment and the cost of increasing Child Benefit by €5 per 
month, €10 per month, €15 per month and €20 per month is €71.6 million, €143.1 million, 
€214.7 million and €286.2 million respectively in 2016. 

It should be noted that all of these costings are subject to change over the coming months in 
the context of emerging trends and associated revision of the estimated numbers of recipients 
for 2016.

  Question No. 64 answered with Question No. 55.

  Question No. 65 answered with Question No. 63.

16/07/2015WRC04050One-Parent Family Payment Expenditure

16/07/2015WRC0410066. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
cost in 2015 of not proceeding with the reduction of the income disregard under the one-parent 
family payment scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29775/15]

16/07/2015WRC04200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The one-parent fam-
ily payment scheme income disregard was last reduced, from €110 per week to €90 per week, 
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in January, 2014.

On foot of the Social Welfare and Pensions (No. 2) Act, 2014, the OFP scheme income 
disregard is being maintained at €90 per week. This benefitted approximately 28,000 working 
one-parent family payment recipients in 2015. The further reductions to the income disregard 
that were scheduled to occur in January, 2015, and in January, 2016, will not be taking place. 

The cost of the retention of the one-parent family payment scheme income disregard at €90 
per week will be €8 million in 2015 and €10 million per annum thereafter.

16/07/2015WRD00150Household Benefits Scheme

16/07/2015WRD0020067. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
cost of extending the household benefits package to recipients of carer’s benefit; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [29776/15]

16/07/2015WRD00300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Carer’s benefit – 
based on the claimant fulfilling certain social insurance contribution conditions- provides an in-
come support for insured people who have left the workforce and who are looking after certain 
people in need of full-time care and attention. 

Unlike the means-tested carers allowance, carers’ benefit (which can be paid for separate 
periods for a maximum of 2 years), is not considered to be a long-term income support and 
recipients therefore do not qualify for household benefits.

16/07/2015WRD00350Social Welfare Benefits Expenditure

16/07/2015WRD0040068. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
cost of restoring the telephone allowance to 2013 levels; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [29781/15]

16/07/2015WRD00500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The overall concern 
of Government in its Budgets has been to protect the primary social welfare rates.  Expenditure 
on pensions at approx. €6.675 billion is the largest block of expenditure in the Department in 
the Estimate for 2015, representing approx. 34.4% of overall expenditure.  Because of demo-
graphic changes, the Department’s spending on older people is increasing year on year.  The 
Department had to make provision for an additional €168 million this year for the increasing 
number of pensioners.  Maintaining the rate of the State pension and other core payments is 
critical in protecting people from poverty. 

The decision to discontinue the telephone allowance provided annual savings of €48 million 
and meant that the Department was able to retain the other valuable elements of the household 
benefits package such as the electricity and gas allowance and the television licence.  The De-
partment will spend approx. €237 million this year on these elements of the household benefits 
package for over 415,000 customers. 

Any decision to reinstate the telephone allowance would have budgetary consequences and 
would have to be considered in the context of budget negotiations.

  Question No. 69 answered with Question No. 63.
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16/07/2015WRD00650Disability Allowance Payments

16/07/2015WRD0070070. Deputy David Stanton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when pay-
ment following a successful appeal under the disability allowance scheme will issue to a person 
(details supplied) in County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29821/15]

16/07/2015WRD00800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the 
department was notified by the Social Welfare Appeals Office on the 26 June 2015 that the ap-
peal by the person in question in relation to their medical suitability for disability allowance 
(DA) has been successful. 

Her case is currently assigned to a deciding officer to implement the appeals officer’s de-
cision and the person concerned will be notified in writing of the details of the award in due 
course.

16/07/2015WRD00850Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

16/07/2015WRD0090071. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will revise the requirement that school leavers must have left school for three months before 
they are eligible under the jobseeker’s allowance scheme. [29856/15]

16/07/2015WRD01000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Social welfare leg-
islation states that a person is not entitled to jobseeker’s allowance while attending a course of 
study. It also provides that a person shall be regarded as attending a course of study:- 
· for 3 months immediately following the completion or the leaving by that person of second level education or the completion by him or her of the leaving certificate examination of the Department of Education and Skills, whichever is the later; 
· for the duration of an academic year, or 
· for the period immediately following the completion of one academic year, other than the final academic year of a course of study, up to the beginning of the following year.

  Where an increase in respect of a qualified child is being paid on behalf of the school leaver 
(for example, if their parents are in receipt of a social welfare payment) this increase will con-
tinue to be paid for the 3 months after the person leaves school.

The disqualification for three months is a targeted measure aimed at protecting young people 
from welfare dependency. The majority of school leavers make applications in their final year in 
school to engage in further education or training. Many of these courses start in September each 
year. If school leavers were eligible for a jobseeker’s payment for the summer months this could 
prove a significant disincentive for them to further their education by taking up available places. 

There are no plans to amend jobseeker’s allowance legislation in relation to this issue.

16/07/2015WRD01050Carer’s Allowance Applications

16/07/2015WRD0110072. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
expedite an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied). [29863/15]

16/07/2015WRD01200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the 
department received an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on 18 
June 2015. The application is currently being processed and once completed, the person con-
cerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

Questions Nos. 73 and 74 withdrawn.

16/07/2015WRD01350Maternity Benefit
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16/07/2015WRD0140075. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
measures in place to ensure that new mothers who do not qualify for maternity benefit are not 
forced to go back to work before their babies are six months old, due to financial hardship. 
[29928/15]

16/07/2015WRD01500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Maternity Benefit 
is a payment made for 26 weeks to employed and self-employed pregnant women who satisfy 
certain PRSI contribution conditions on their own insurance record, in order to obviate the need 
for them to work pre and post-delivery of their baby.  The original scheme was introduced in 
1970 and was extended to include self-employed mothers with effect from June 1997.  This 
year it is estimated that there will be a weekly average of 24,000 recipients of Maternity Benefit 
at a cost of €254 million.

To qualify for Maternity Benefit a woman must be in insurable employment or self-employ-
ment and is contingent on entitlement to statutory maternity leave.  

In order for an employee to qualify for Maternity Benefit a woman must have at least 39 
weeks PRSI paid in the 12 months before the first day of her maternity leave; or have at least 
39 weeks PRSI paid since first starting work and at least 39 weeks PRSI paid or credited in the 
Relevant Tax Year or in the year following the Relevant Tax Year; or have at least 26 weeks 
PRSI paid in the Relevant Tax Year and at least 26 weeks PRSI paid in the Tax Year prior to the 
Relevant Tax Year.

For a person in self-employment, she must have sufficient earnings (€5,000 per annum) in 
the year of her confinement to be liable to pay income tax and PRSI.  In addition to being in 
insurable self-employment the woman must also satisfy one of the following PRSI contribution 
conditions:

i. have 52 qualifying PRSI conditions paid in the relevant tax year or

ii. have 52 qualifying contributions paid in the tax year prior to the relevant tax year or

iii. have 52 qualifying contributions paid in the tax year following the relevant tax year.

Self-employment contributions, Class S PRSI, are not awarded for any particular year until 
all liabilities for that year are paid.  Where a woman has recently set up as a self-employed per-
son or historically has earnings from self-employment below the €5,000 threshold, it may not 
be possible to qualify for her payment until such time as her reckonable income and Class S li-
ability for the year in question can confirmed.  In such instances the Department can review the 
insurable status for the woman after she files her tax return to the Office of the Revenue Com-
missioners for the year in question.  In cases where the Department finds that a self-employed 
customer has a record of earnings in excess of €5,000 in previous years and has an expected 
due date early in the tax year (i.e. within the first 16 weeks), her earnings in the previous year, 
if greater than €5,000, can be used as confirmation of her insurable status.  All applications for 
maternity benefit from self-employed women are processed on a case by case basis and every 
effort is made to qualify the customer for payment where possible and in accordance with leg-
islative provisions.  

Where an individual has insufficient social insurance contributions to qualify for Maternity 
Benefit, they may be eligible for another social welfare payment provided they meet the relevant 
contingency conditions.  For instance, new mothers who do not qualify for Maternity Benefit 
may be eligible for a payment under the supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) scheme.  This 
scheme is considered a “safety net” within the overall social welfare system for eligible people 
in the State whose means are insufficient to meet their needs and those of their dependants.  The 
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main purpose of the scheme is to provide immediate and flexible assistance for those in need 
who do not qualify for payment under other State schemes.

16/07/2015WRD01550Carer’s Allowance Applications

16/07/2015WRD0160076. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
expedite an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied). [29966/15]

16/07/2015WRD01700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the 
department received an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 15 
April 2015. The application is currently being processed and once completed, the person con-
cerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

16/07/2015WRD01750Carer’s Allowance Applications

16/07/2015WRD0180077. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
expedite an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied). [29967/15]

16/07/2015WRD01900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person con-
cerned appealed against the refusal of their application for carer’s allowance (CA). 

The department was notified on 9 July 2015 by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that the 
appeal was successful.  The positive outcome of the applicant appeals is not being processed by 
the department.  The person concerns will be contacted directly shortly.

16/07/2015WRD01950Carer’s Allowance Applications

16/07/2015WRD0200078. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
expedite an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied). [29968/15]

16/07/2015WRD02100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Ap-
peals Officer on 17th June 2015, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

16/07/2015WRD02150Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

16/07/2015WRD0220079. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
when rent support will be approved for a person (details supplied) in Dublin 6W; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [29971/15]

16/07/2015WRD02300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person con-
cerned recently submitted an application for rent supplement which was received in the De-
partment on 3rd July 2015. On the same day a letter was issued to her notifying her of the 
outstanding documentation which is required by the Designated Person before her claim can be 
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approved. This includes either proof of her living in rented accommodation for 6 months prior 
to claiming rent supplement, or a letter from her Local Authority stating that she is on their 
housing list. To date this information has not been submitted. A further notification was sent to 
the person concerned on 13th July 2015 reminding her that the outstanding documentation has 
to be submitted before her application can be processed.

16/07/2015WRD02350Domiciliary Care Allowance Eligibility

16/07/2015WRD0240080. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
and when a domiciliary care allowance will be awarded to a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29972/15]

16/07/2015WRD02500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person con-
cerned applied for domiciliary care allowance in respect of two children on the 10th October 
2013. The applications were not allowed as the children were not considered to satisfy the 
qualifying conditions for the allowance. A letter issued on the 7th January 2014 advising of 
these decisions.

In the case of an application which was refused on medical grounds the applicant may sub-
mit additional information and/or ask for the decision to be reviewed or they may appeal the 
decision directly to the Social Welfare Appeals Office within twenty one days.  No correspon-
dence has been received from the person concerned.

16/07/2015WRD02550Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

16/07/2015WRD0260081. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
an increase in rent allowance is payable to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare whose 
rent has increased to €950 per month, who has two dependent children, and who is on a back to 
work scheme. [29973/15]

16/07/2015WRD02700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As outlined in previ-
ous Questions Nos. 91 of 9 July 2015, 98 of 17 September 2014 and 52 of 4 December 2014, 
the client is in receipt of their full entitlement to Rent Supplement based on their family com-
position, family income and location.  The Department has not been informed of any change 
in circumstance for this client.  The client should advise the Department of any changes in 
circumstance so that entitlement can be re-assessed.

16/07/2015WRD02750Rent Supplement Scheme Eligibility

16/07/2015WRD0280082. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
rent support in respect of €900 per month rent, might be offered to a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29974/15]

16/07/2015WRD02900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As detailed to the 
Deputy in replies to Parliamentary Questions No 5405-15 and 13840-15, the client concerned 
was refused Rent Supplement on 16 December 2014 as both he and his wife were in full time 
employment.  As also outlined in that response, if there has been a change in the client’s cir-
cumstances, they should make a further application and provide documentary evidence to the 
Department confirming same so that their entitlement to Rent Supplement can be reassessed. 
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16/07/2015WRD02950One-Parent Family Payment Appeals

16/07/2015WRD0300083. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
and when a relevant payment under the one-parent family payment scheme may be restored to 
a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[29975/15]

16/07/2015WRD03100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person con-
cerned applied for one parent family (OPF) payment on 02/04/2015. The application was sub-
sequently disallowed as she was deemed to have failed to disclose her means. The person con-
cerned appealed this decision to the Social Welfare Appeals Office and her appeal is pending at 
present. It is open to the person concerned to apply to her local Community Welfare Service for 
assistance in the interim if the need exists.

16/07/2015WRE00200Social Welfare Benefits

16/07/2015WRE0030084. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
correct amount of jobseeker’s allowance, family income supplement or alternative payable to 
persons (details supplied) in County Kildare; if the case will be reviewed; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [29976/15]

16/07/2015WRE00400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Jobseekers Allow-
ance (JA) is a means tested scheme.  The person concerned is in receipt of JA at the appropriate 
rate (for the client, her partner and one child dependant).  Means are assessed against this pay-
ment in respect her partner’s income.

The client’s partner is not in receipt of Family Income Supplement (FIS).  Should he wish 
to apply and be assessed for eligibility subject to satisfying the conditions, he should make ap-
plication at his local Social Welfare/Intreo office.

16/07/2015WRE00500Child Benefit Data

16/07/2015WRE0060085. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
number and percentage of claims under the child benefit scheme that are reviewed yearly; if 
the claims for review are selected randomly or on a targeted basis; if targeted, how is this deter-
mined; the number of claimants who have had more than one review in the past five years; the 
number of claims that have been withdrawn and reinstated in the past two years; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [29979/15]

16/07/2015WRE00700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Child benefit is a 
payment to parents for the support of their children. It is paid to some 615,000 families in re-
spect of 1.18 million children, with an expenditure of approximately €1.9 billion in 2014.

Safeguarding the child benefit budget is a priority and in this regard, the Department has 
taken a very strong approach to ensuring that it is only paid to eligible families. A control strat-
egy has been adopted and operated by the Department which includes risk assessment, surveys 
of the levels of fraud and error, scheme specific review policies, data matching initiatives with 
both external and internal parties and investigation of anonymous reports.

A policy of issuing continuing eligibility certificates to parents commenced in 2008 and is 
still in operation. The child benefit control programme is kept under regular review based on the 
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outcomes achieved.  The continuing eligibility certificate programme forms part of the overall 
child benefit control programme and is included and described in the control policy for the 
scheme.  The control policy is reviewed and updated regularly to ensure that controls in place 
to prevent fraud and abuse continue to be effective and relevant.

The Department undertook approximately 400,000 continuing eligibility reviews of child 
benefit EFT customers in 2014, representing some two thirds of all child benefit customers. 
This control activity generated some €70 million in savings in respect of expenditure that would 
otherwise have occurred.

During 2013 and 2014, the number of child benefit claims stopped as a result of the con-
tinuing eligibility reviews was 8,500.  In the past five years all customers paid by EFT have 
received more than one continuing eligibility certificate, while those paid at a post office have 
received one certificate.

In 2015, a continuing eligibility certificate will issue to all Irish, including naturalised Irish, 
customers, to EU customers who are paid by EFT and based on their residency in Ireland and 
to all customers from outside of the EU. Two certificates will issue to all customers, including 
Irish, who are paid or part paid child benefit in Ireland on the basis of their continued employ-
ment within the EU.  It is not proposed to issue continuing eligibility certificates to customers 
paid at their local post office, representing some 168,000 customers, during 2015 as these con-
firm their identity and ongoing eligibility when collecting payment.

16/07/2015WRE00800Social Welfare Benefits Applications

16/07/2015WRE0090086. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will review the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare who wishes to avail of the 
back to work enterprise scheme; how this can be progressed; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [29980/15]

16/07/2015WRE01000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The client has been 
working with an Enterprise Officer with Kildare County Leader Partnership since April 2014, 
in order to develop a business plan. The application should be sent to the Department once the 
business plan is complete.

16/07/2015WRE01100Social Welfare Fraud Data

16/07/2015WRE0120087. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide, in tabular form, the number of fraudulent payment claims identified in each of the past 
four years; the monetary value of these; the percentage of these that were claimed, through the 
post office; through electronic funds transfer. [29981/15]

16/07/2015WRE01300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The only reliable 
measure of excess payments by the Department through fraudulent claiming is by way of fraud 
overpayments raised.  To prove fraud requires careful investigation of the case, establishment of 
the facts often under a cautioned interview, a disallowance of payment by the deciding officer 
and the setting up of an overpayment in respect of the historical period, where that is possible.

Overpayments generally arise as a result of revised decisions on entitlement made by decid-
ing officers.  These officers decide the effective date of a revised decision having regard to the 
new facts or new evidence and the circumstances of the case.  An overpayment is assessed for 
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the period that a person was not entitled to a payment.

Information on overpayments categorised as fraud for the years 2011-2014 is as follows:

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014
Number of fraud 
overpayments

20,585 20,720 27,489 27,437

Total value of 
fraud overpay-
ments 

€34.9m €40.9m €61.9m €52.5m

In 2014, the total value of overpayments raised amounted to €124.4m which represents 
0.6% of total Departmental expenditure.  Overpayments arising from activity suspected of be-
ing fraudulent represent 0.3% of total Departmental expenditure in 2014.

The Department does not maintain records of overpayments by the original method of pay-
ment.

16/07/2015WRE01400Postal Services

16/07/2015WRE0150088. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the in-
teractions her Department has had with representatives from the Irish Postmasters Union; and 
its plans to continue to engage with the union regarding the potential enhanced use of the post 
office network; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29982/15]

16/07/2015WRE01600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Over the past two 
years, both I and Minister Humphreys have met with representatives of the Irish Postmasters 
Union. Most recently, Minister Humphreys met with IPU General Secretary in April of this 
year. In addition, officials from my department would have had a number of contacts with the 
IPU over this period.

My colleague the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, Mr Alex 
White TD, established the Post Office Network Business Development Group under the inde-
pendent chairmanship of Mr Bobby Kerr in February 2015 to explore potential commercial 
opportunities available to the post office network. The group has issued its interim report and is 
seeking submissions on its initial proposals.

As I have previously stated, this Government has consistently stated its commitment to 
maintaining the Post Office Network as set out in the Programme for Government. The post of-
fice is seen as a key piece of financial and social infrastructure for both rural and urban areas. It 
is Government policy that An post remains a strong and viable company in a position to provide 
a high quality postal service and maintain a nationwide customer focussed network of post of-
fices in the community.

My department’s continuing support for An Post is apparent, both in terms of the cost of 
postage services and the value of the contract for welfare payments. In this regard, we antici-
pate that this year we will pay over €50 million to An Post under a contract for cash payment 
services for welfare customers. This contract is very substantial in terms of its reach, value and 
impact.

16/07/2015WRE01700Departmental Correspondence
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16/07/2015WRE0180089. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide, in tabular form for 2013 and 2014 and for 2015 to date, the number of persons to whom 
her Department provided data relating to the Health Service Executive under section 8 of the 
Health (Alteration of Criteria for Eligibility) Act 2013. [30007/15]

16/07/2015WRE01900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Compilation of the 
detailed figures requested covering a multi annual period will take a number of day’s work.  A 
full answer to the question will follow within the next two weeks when the necessary work has 
been completed.

16/07/2015WRE02000Departmental Advertising Expenditure

16/07/2015WRE0210090. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the total 
cost of public advertising, statutory and non-statutory, funded by her Department in 2013 and 
in 2014; the corresponding figure for agencies under the control of her Department; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [30031/15]

16/07/2015WRE02200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The total cost of 
advertising for my Department was €220,865.39 and €162,660.58, for 2014 and 2013 respec-
tively.

With regard to agencies under the aegis of the Department, the total cost of advertising was 
€74,900.83 and €201,067.03, for 2014 and 2013 respectively.

16/07/2015WRE02300Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRE0240091. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the cost 
in 2013 and in 2014 of printing reports by her Department and agencies under the control of 
her Department; the corresponding figure for annual reports; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [30046/15]

16/07/2015WRE02500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information 
requested by the Deputy is currently being compiled in my Department and will be provided to 
the Deputy as soon as it becomes available.

16/07/2015WRE02600Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRE0270092. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the cost 
in 2013 and in 2014 of issuing hard copy payslips to staff or retired staff by her Department and 
agencies under the control of her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[30061/15]

16/07/2015WRE02800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The costs associated 
with issuing hardcopy payslips for the Department and agencies are set out for the years 2013 
and 2014 in a table.

From the 7th July 2011 salary payments to staff in the Department are no longer paid by 
PMG payable orders (cheques). All staff since then are paid by electronic funds transfer.  In 
conjunction with this change payslips for staff are now accessible online eliminating the need 
to produce hard copy/printed payslips.
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In some instances where a member of staff for a period of time is unable to access his/her 
payslip electronically a request can be made to salaries section to issue a hard copy/printed 
payslip. In 2013 there were 5,420 such payslips issued in respect of 7,001 staff and in 2014 
approximately 5,492 were issued in respect of 6,781 staff.  The payslips are self-sealing when 
printed and cost associated with issuing is the Department franking rate of €0.66c.

Retirees of the Department are paid through the Paymaster General.

Description/Year 2013 2014
Payslips €1,875.75
Postage €3,577.22 €3,624.72
Total €5,452.97 €3,624.72

The payslips purchased in December 2013 cost €1,875.75 for a batch of ten thousand. No 
costs for payslips were incurred in 2014 as there was a sufficient stock to deal with staff re-
quests. Payslips are prepared automatically by the payroll system for individuals flagged or 
identified on the system as requiring a hardcopy payslip and produced as part of a regular print 
job from the payroll system. 

16/07/2015WRE02900Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRE0300093. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
she will outline and itemise all expenditure undertaken by her Department on private travel for 
her and-or for her private office, on legal fees, on consultancy fees and on hotel accommoda-
tion, during the 12-month period to 30 June 2015; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [30076/15]

16/07/2015WRE03100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Given the detail re-
quired it is not possible to provide the information within the required timeframe.  The informa-
tion requested is being compiled by my officials and will be sent to the Deputy when finalised.

16/07/2015WRE03200Carer’s Allowance Appeals

16/07/2015WRE0330094. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
expedite a review under the carer’s allowance scheme in respect of a person (details supplied). 
[30095/15]

16/07/2015WRE03400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the 
department received an application from the person in question for carer’s allowance (CA) in 
respect of two care recipients on 15 January 2015. The person concerned was refused CA in 
respect of both care recipients on the grounds that neither is so disabled as to require full-time 
care and attention as prescribed in regulations and, furthermore, that full-time care and attention 
was not being provided as required. 

She was notified on 5 June 2015 of the decisions, the reasons for them and of her right of 
review and appeal. The person concerned requested a review of these decisions on 25 June 2015 
and submitted further medical evidence in support of the review.  The review is currently being 
processed and once completed, the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.
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16/07/2015WRE03500Carer’s Allowance Applications

16/07/2015WRE0360095. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
expedite an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied) in County West-
meath. [30096/15]

16/07/2015WRE03700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the 
department received an application for carer’s allowance from the person concerned on 23 June 
2015. The application is currently being processed and once completed, the person concerned 
will be notified directly of the outcome.

16/07/2015WRE03800Carer’s Allowance Applications

16/07/2015WRE0390096. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
expedite an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied) in County West-
meath. [30097/15]

16/07/2015WRE04000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the 
department received an application for carer’s allowance from the person concerned on 2 July 
2015. The application is currently being processed and once completed, the person concerned 
will be notified directly of the outcome.

16/07/2015WRE04100Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

16/07/2015WRE0420097. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
expedite an application under the domiciliary care allowance scheme by a person (details sup-
plied). [30098/15]

16/07/2015WRE04300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for 
domiciliary care allowance (DCA) was received from the person concerned on the 19th June 
2015.  This application has been forwarded to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors for 
their medical opinion.  Following receipt of this opinion, a decision will be made by a Decid-
ing Officer and notified to the person concerned.  It can currently take 12 weeks to process an 
application for DCA.

16/07/2015WRE04400Carer’s Allowance Appeals

16/07/2015WRE0450098. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will ex-
pedite an appeal under the carer’s allowance scheme by a person (details supplied). [30099/15]

16/07/2015WRE04600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The appeal of the 
person concerned against a refusal of carer’s allowance (CA) has been allowed and the applica-
tion was awarded on 9 July 2015.

The first payment of CA is due to issue to the nominated bank on 16 July 2015.  The arrears 
of allowance due from 3 April 2014 to 15 July 2015 will also issue on that date.

The person in question was notified of these details on 9 July 2015.
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16/07/2015WRE04700Appointments to State Boards

16/07/2015WRE0480099. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
is responsible for all board appointments where such power to appoint persons to State boards 
is vested in her by statute; if any politically appointed State employee outside of her Depart-
ment is involved in decision making concerning such appointments, in particular, if, during the 
lifetime of the Government, a named person (details supplied) has had any influence over any 
appointment made by her; if she or officials from her Department have corresponded with that 
person regarding the composition of and appointments to State boards to which she has statu-
tory power to make appointments; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30116/15]

16/07/2015WRE04900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  For the Deputy’s 
information, in accordance with Government policy, my Department, through the Public Ap-
pointments Service (PAS), advertises for board vacancies as they arise where I as Minister for 
Social Protection have nominating rights. Applications are made through the dedicated website 
www.stateboards.ie and an assessment process is undertaken by PAS leading to the creation of 
a list of candidates deemed suitable for appointment to boards. Guidelines for Appointments to 
State Boards, can be viewed on the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform’s website 
www.per.gov.ie.

Comprehensive information in relation to the composition of the boards of non-commercial 
State bodies under the aegis of the Department of Education and Skills, which includes informa-
tion on the board appointments where I as Minister have power to appoint can be downloaded 
from my Department’s website at http://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Process-and-Procedures-for-
Appointment-of-Members-to-Boards.aspx  

No correspondence has been received in the Department of Social Protection in relation to 
the appointment of any state bodies from the individual concerned.

The statutory bodies operating under the aegis of the Department of Social Protection are 
the Citizens Information Board, the Pensions Authority, the Pensions Council, the Pensions 
Ombudsman (which does not have a Board) and the Social Welfare Tribunal.

Citizens Information Board

The legislative provisions governing appointments to the Citizens Information Board are 
contained in the Comhairle Act 2000, the Citizens Information Act 2007 and the Social Welfare 
and Pensions Act 2011.

The procedures followed when appointing members to the Citizens Information Board 
(CIB) are in accordance with the Revised Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies 
where Departments invite expressions of interest from members of the public for vacancies on 
the boards or bodies under their aegis. These arrangements involve using a centralised applica-
tion service provided by the Public Appointments Service (PAS) to manage the expressions of 
interest received.

In accordance with the legislation, I also appoint a representative from the CIB and from the 
Department to the Board.

Pensions Council

I have used the Public Appointments Service to obtain appropriate and suitable nominees 
for the Pensions Council.  People interested in serving as members (unpaid) of the Pensions 
Council were invited to make expressions of interest to the Public Appointments Service, and 
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applications were received from 56 individuals. The information was collated by them and for-
warded to my officials who assessed each applicant in terms of their qualifications, skills and 
experience. A list of candidates who satisfied the requirements was submitted to me for consid-
eration form which 7 people were selected.

Pensions Authority

The Pensions Authority is a three person oversight board composed of a Chair (the outgoing 
Chair from the Pensions Board has continued in the role) and representatives from the Depart-
ment of Finance and my Department.  It was not appropriate to use the PAS process in this 
regard.

The Social Welfare Tribunal

The Social Welfare Tribunal consists of a Chairperson and four ordinary members, two on 
the nomination of Irish Congress of Trade Unions (ICTU) and two nominated by Irish Business 
and Employers’ Confederation (IBEC). Legislation provides that the four ordinary members of 
the Tribunal are appointed by the Minister on the recommendation of the two relevant bodies. 
The Chairperson is sourced by my Department by way of a recommendation from the Labour 
Court with regard to a particular candidate’s suitability.

All positions are filled in line with the relevant governing legislation, which varies from 
body to body, and with the objective of providing the best possible advice and expertise for the 
bodies concerned. There are no plans to review the manner in which appointments are made to 
State Boards under the remit of my Department.

16/07/2015WRF00200Departmental Funding

16/07/2015WRF00300100. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the to-
tal current and capital funding allocated to her Department; the underspend or overspend under 
each category in 2015 to date based on her Department’s spending profile; the funding made 
available within and external to her Department’s functions to support innovation; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [30131/15]

16/07/2015WRF00400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The total current 
and capital funding allocated to the Department of Social Protection in 2015 and the year to 
date provisional position to the end of June 2015 is outlined in the table.  

YTD position to end of June 2015

 - 2015 REV 
Estimate

spend profile variance variance spend as % 
of estimate

€m €m €m €m % %
Current 19,353 9,777 9,688 89 0.9% 50.5%
Capital 25 12 22 -10 -45.5% 48.0%
Total 19,378 9,789 9,710 79 0.8% 50.5%

The Department does not have a specific fund to support innovation.

16/07/2015WRF00500Departmental Expenditure
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16/07/2015WRF00600101. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if her 
Department or agencies under the authority of her Department have performed an assessment 
of the potential savings to be accrued if current paper-based application processes by members 
of the public were replaced with a fully online application system; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30146/15]

16/07/2015WRF00700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  My Department 
serves a wide and diverse group of customers including families, people in employment, unem-
ployed people, people with disabilities, carers, older people and employers.  The Department 
administers over 70 separate schemes and services which impact on the lives of almost every 
person in the State.  The full range of online services which are currently available to customers 
is available on the ‘Online Services and Forms’ tab on my Department’s website www.welfare.
ie.

My Department is focused on modernising its service delivery platform and developing 
systems to support new functions, and is committed to delivering on the objectives of the Pub-
lic Sector ICT Strategy including the strategic objective of digitisation of key transactional 
services, increased use of ICT to deliver improved efficiency, and the provision of new digital 
services to citizens, businesses and public servants.

System development projects are in the main carried out as part of business process im-
provement projects and this includes identifying elements suitable for online services and 
eGovernment solutions. Many of the Department’s short term schemes such as supplementary 
welfare allowance may require the Department to engage directly with the customer face-to-
face.  Similarly, in schemes such as jobseekers allowance and illness benefit, certification re-
quirements can involve more complexity and engagement with 3rd party entities.  It is also 
very often the case that implementing data sharing and data exchange mechanisms with other 
government departments and offices can provide significant benefits in this regard and this is 
reflected in the Department’s strategy.

In 2014, the Department carried out an assessment of key transactional services and a pro-
gramme of work commenced to develop new solutions for jobseekers.  This programme in-
cludes the development of online services, an online identity and access management service 
and integration with Departmental IT systems.  These new online services will be made avail-
able in phased releases beginning in 2015 and will initially include an online appointment 
service for public service card registration, online jobseeker application and close my claim 
service, and a facility to make appointments with case officers and deciding officers.

The statutory bodies operating under the aegis of the Department of Social Protection are 
the Citizens Information Board, the Pensions Authority, the Pensions Council, the Pensions 
Ombudsman and the Social Welfare Tribunal. The Citizens Information Board does not process 
applications from members of the public.  While the Pensions Authority does not have any 
paper based application processes used by members of the public it does have reporting and ap-
plication processes for the regulated entities which have moved online over the last number of 
years significantly reducing the quantity of paper submissions being processed by the Authority 
on an annual basis.  The Social Welfare Tribunal does not have an on-line application process.

Customer service is at the centre of my Department’s strategies and business.  My Depart-
ment will continue to develop and extend the range of online services in line with the service 
delivery modernisation programme.  However, my Department must always remain cognisant 
of the diverse range of profiles of our customers and provide application channels that are both 
appropriate and efficient and at the same time providing value for money.
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16/07/2015WRF00800Disability Allowance Applications

16/07/2015WRF00900102. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will expedite an application for a disability allowance by a person (details supplied) in County 
Westmeath. [30150/15]

16/07/2015WRF01000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the 
department is in receipt of an application for disability allowance from the above named person 
on 26 June 2015. On completion of the necessary investigations on all aspects of the claim a 
decision will be made and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome. 

The processing time for individual disability allowance claims may vary in accordance with 
their relative complexity in terms of the three main qualifying criteria, the person’s circum-
stances and the information they provide in support of their claim.

16/07/2015WRF01100Child Benefit Administration

16/07/2015WRF01200103. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
reason a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15 has received yet another review of a child ben-
efit claim following just days after the claim was reinstated; if this person is being specifically 
targeted, given that the person was subjected to several reviews since 2012; if the error made by 
her Department in respect of details on this person’s PPS number is at the heart of the issue; if 
the person has been given a full and frank explanation of how this error occurred; if not, when 
will the person receive this; in the event that the Data Protection Act was breached, if this was 
notified to the Data Commissioner; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30180/15]

16/07/2015WRF01300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As part of the re-
view process associated with the child benefit scheme a system generated continuing eligibility 
certificate was automatically issued to the person concerned on the 29 June 2015.  The issue of 
this continuing eligibility certificate although it coincided with the claim review referred to had 
no relationship to that review and had been set to issue in any event as part of a batch issuing to 
customers paid by EFT.  The Department wishes to reassure the person concerned that he is not 
being targeted or subjected to any different treatment to other customers.  In this respect, as a 
review has already been conducted in his case, it is not necessary for him to return the certificate 
and the Department accepts his bona fides and his on-going entitlement to child benefit.

On the 3 July 2015 the Department acknowledged the initial error in a letter to the person 
concerned and apologised unreservedly for the unnecessary distress caused.  The Department 
has not contacted the Data Protection Commissioner in relation to this case as there was no data 
breach in DSP in this instance and no personal data was put at risk of unauthorised disclosure.

  Question No. 104 answered with Question No. 55.

16/07/2015WRF01500Departmental Reports

16/07/2015WRF01600105. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when her 
Department’s annual report for 2014 will be published. [30219/15]

16/07/2015WRF01700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The 2014 Annual 
Report of the Department of Social Protection was laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas on 
22 May 2015, and was published on the 25 May 2015.
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The 2014 Annual Report is available for download on the Department’s website at http://
www.welfare.ie/en/downloads/ar2014.pdf.

16/07/2015WRF01800Water Conservation Grant

16/07/2015WRF01900106. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the rea-
son those on social welfare and low incomes were due to receive water support payments when 
water charges were introduced, but must now wait nine months to access the water conservation 
grant; if funding will be specifically allocated to those on low incomes who fall into arrears; or 
if alternative arrangements will be made in this regard; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [30233/15]

16/07/2015WRF02000107. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
estimated cost and number of recipients of the water support payments when first announced; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30234/15]

16/07/2015WRF02100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 106 and 107 together.

An initiative was announced in Budget 2015 in October 2014 to assist those in receipt of the 
Household Benefits Package and the Fuel Allowance Scheme from my Department with water 
costs.  This would have involved a payment of €25 per quarter to approx. 660,000 customers at 
an estimated cost of €66 million in 2015.

On 18 November 2014, following a review, the Government announced changes to the do-
mestic water charging regime and also provided for the new water conservation grant.  These 
changes were designed to promote affordability for households and assist with water conserva-
tion measures.  The grant replaces the tax rebate and social protection measures previously an-
nounced, as it provides a more straightforward means of addressing water issues for all house-
holds on equal terms and will help reduce households’ outlay on water services both now and 
in the future.

The administration and payment of this grant is a significant project for the Department and 
requires the development and implementation of ICT systems, ICT infrastructure and various 
customer support and communications services.  Development of an on-line application system 
and provision of ancillary supports including customer support contact centre is at an advanced 
stage of preparation. Those who have registered with Irish Water on or before 30th June will 
receive letters from this Department in August/September advising them of the application pro-
cess and payments will be made in batches commencing mid- September.  The closing date for 
applications for the grant for 2015 is 8th October, 2015.

16/07/2015WRF02200Postal Services

16/07/2015WRF02300108. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection given 
her instruction to her officials to ensure that a neutral wording in respect of payment options 
is provided on her Department’s application forms, if she will also ensure that persons who 
opted for payment via the bank in the past 12 months are written to, informed of the difficulty 
in accessing cash from the commercial bank, and asked to consider the more convenient and 
accessible option of availing of payments from their local post offices; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [30245/15]
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16/07/2015WRF02400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Increasing the scale 
by which State payments are delivered directly into a client’s bank account is a key objective of 
a number of Government policies. These include the National Payments Plan, the Department’s 
Payment Strategy, the Public Sector Reform Plan, the e-Government Strategy and other Gov-
ernment policies. These policies support improved customer service, reflect customer trends 
and preferences and can deliver administrative savings.

The Department continually reviews its approach to payments to ensure that our customers 
receive their payments in manner which is convenient to them and is consistent with what chan-
nel our customers want.  The fact is that the majority of the Department’s new customers now 
opt for electronic payments directly into bank accounts and the Department will facilitate such 
customer choice where appropriate.

In the context of the above, my department will not be writing, along the lines suggested by 
the Deputy, to customers who applied for payments directly to their bank accounts in the past 
12 months.

16/07/2015WRF02500Social Welfare Code

16/07/2015WRF02600109. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her 
plans to allow self-employed persons pay extra voluntary contributions in order that they will 
be allowed access to social welfare entitlements; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[30266/15]

16/07/2015WRF02700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Self-employed per-
sons who earn €5,000 or more in a contribution year are liable for PRSI at the class S rate of 
4%, subject to a minimum payment of €500, and are entitled to access long-term social insur-
ance benefits such as State pension (contributory) and widow’s, widower’s or surviving civil 
partner’s pension (contributory) as well as guardians payment (contributory), maternity benefit 
and adoptive benefit.

In June 2011 I established the Advisory Group on Tax and Social Welfare to examine a 
number of specific issues including the issues involved in providing social insurance cover for 
the self-employed.

In its 2013 report the Group found that almost 9 out of every 10 self-employed people who 
claimed the means tested Jobseeker’s Allowance during the three-year period from 2009 to 
2011 received payment.  Therefore it was not convinced that there was a need for the extension 
of social insurance for the self-employed to provide cover for jobseeker’s benefit.

However, the Group found that extending social insurance for the self-employed was war-
ranted in cases related to long term sickness or injuries, through the invalidity pension and 
the partial capacity benefit schemes.  In this regard the Group recommended that the rate of 
contribution for class S should be increased by at least 1.5 percentage points, payable on a 
compulsory basis only.

This recommendation will be considered in conjunction with the Actuarial Review of the 
Social Insurance Fund 2010 finding that the self-employed achieve better value for money 
compared to employed workers.  The Actuarial Review found that the effective annual rate of 
contributions needed to provide the core full-rate state pension (contributory), currently avail-
able to the self-employed, is approximately 15%.

The Advisory Group considered the issue of allowing self-employed persons pay extra con-
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tributions, at their own discretion, in order that they would be allowed access to social welfare 
entitlements and decided that this could lead to the selection of bad risks. The whole principle 
of social insurance is social solidarity where everybody pays in and, if needed, cover is avail-
able.  Allowing people to opt in or opt out could result in a negation of the social solidarity 
contributory principles which underline the system.

Any changes to the PRSI system for the self-employed would have to be considered in a 
budgetary context and, in particular, the funding position of additional entitlements.

16/07/2015WRF02800Jobseeker’s Benefit Eligibility

16/07/2015WRF02900110. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the reason a number of seasonal workers in fish factories in the Killybegs area of County Done-
gal who also have small incomes from additional employment in farming or other activities are 
unable to claim jobseeker’s benefit, as had been the case in previous years; if she will review 
her Department’s approach to these applicants; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[30306/15]

16/07/2015WRF03000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In order to qualify 
for jobseeker’s benefit a person must satisfy certain conditions.  The governing legislation sets 
out certain circumstances where it is possible for a person to be engaged in insurable employ-
ment or self-employment and still satisfy the unemployment condition.  One of these circum-
stances is where the person has what is defined as ‘subsidiary employment’.

Subsidiary employments are employments that are considered secondary to the principal 
employment.  To be considered as subsidiary employment under social welfare regulations the 
relevant employment should be in addition to the jobseeker’s usual employment.  It must have 
been followed by them outside the ordinary working hours of their usual employment.  The 
amount of earnings or profit from the occupation cannot exceed €12.70 per day. Where the level 
of eligible earnings or profit is in respect of a longer period, those earnings or profit must not on 
a daily average exceed €12.70 per day.

The jobseeker must also have a minimum of 117 PRSI contributions paid immediately pre-
ceding the date of the claim or in respect of the last 3 complete contribution years.

In general, it would be deemed appropriate to consider an occupation/employment as sub-
sidiary where the above conditions are satisfied and where both employments were carried out 
concurrently for a period of 6 months immediately prior to the date of claim. In such circum-
stances it is possible for a person to be engaged in insurable employment or self-employment 
and still satisfy the unemployment condition.

Every case is decided based on the individual circumstances of the case but in order for 
individual to qualify for subsidiary employment the above conditions must be satisfied. Where 
a customer is not satisfied with the decision of a Deciding Officer this decision can be appealed 
to the Social Welfare Appeals Office.

  Questions Nos. 111 to 115, inclusive, answered with Question No. 63.

16/07/2015WRF03200Social Welfare Appeals

16/07/2015WRF03300116. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the posi-
tion regarding a social welfare appeal by a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; when this 
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appeal will be dealt with; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30364/15]

16/07/2015WRF03400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Ap-
peals Officer on 23rd June 2015, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/07/2015WRG00150Carer’s Allowance Appeals

16/07/2015WRG00200117. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
position regarding an appeal under the carer’s allowance scheme by a person (details supplied) 
in County Limerick; when a decision will issue; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[30367/15]

16/07/2015WRG00300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned has been referred to an 
Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

16/07/2015WRG00350Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

16/07/2015WRG00400118. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide, in tabular form for 2013 and 2014 and for 2015 to date, the number of persons regard-
ing whom her Department requested the Health Service Executive to provide personal data on, 
under section 8 of the Health (Alteration of Criteria for Eligibility) Act 2013, where the data is 
required to calculate the means of a person, in order to assess or review entitlements to benefits 
and services provided under the Social Welfare Acts.  [30375/15]

16/07/2015WRG00500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department of 
Social Protection does not seek or receive personal details from the Health Service Executive 
in order to establish Social Welfare entitlements.

16/07/2015WRG00550National Internship Scheme Data

16/07/2015WRG00600119. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
number of participants employed on the JobBridge scheme for child care provision placements.  
[30382/15]

16/07/2015WRG00700Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Kevin Humphreys): 
As at 9th July 2015, a total of 43,144 individuals commenced JobBridge internships since the 
launch of the programme and there are currently 5,111 individuals on a placement.
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To date, a total of 728 individuals commenced childcare provision internships and there are 
currently 95 interns in such placements.

Question No. 120 answered with Question No. 55.

16/07/2015WRG00850JobsPlus Scheme

16/07/2015WRG00900121. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
she is aware that jobseekers engaging in return to work interviews have been obligated to hand 
in advice to employers of a grant of €10,000 that is available to employers for every curriculum 
vitae the employer submits; that the jobseekers have no choice in submitting this letter along 
with their curriculum vitae, and that they are not permitted to hand their curriculum vitae alone 
to prospective employers; if she has a defined policy in this regard; if that is a policy position 
that has recently changed; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [30415/15]

16/07/2015WRG01000Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Kevin Humphreys): 
The JobsPlus incentive is designed to encourage employers and businesses to focus their re-
cruitment efforts on those who have been out of work for long periods or on young people 
seeking work. JobsPlus provides a direct monthly financial incentive to employers in the form 
of a monthly grant paid over two years with two levels of grant payable - €7,500 or €10,000 
provided the employment is maintained.  The level of payment depends on the length of time 
the person is unemployed.

Eligibility was broadened in 2015 to include young jobseekers (under 25 year olds) unem-
ployed for four months or more in the previous 6 months, and jobseekers transitioning from a 
one parent family payment.

In June 2015, 3,674 employers were paid approximately €1.94m in respect of 5,017 em-
ployees. A total of €23.3m has been paid to employer since commencement of payments on 
JobsPlus in September 2013 to the end June 2015.  Some €10.42m has been paid this year to 
the end of June 2015.  

As a key part of the Pathways to Work strategy to assist people to return to work, the Depart-
ment’s case officers deliver activation and case management services through Intreo centres and 
through the network of Departmental offices which are currently transitioning to a full Intreo 
service. Case officers generally work in teams dedicated to activating clients and supporting 
them in various ways in their efforts to regain employment. In addition, and as part of this 
supportive approach, it is considered good practice that the various pro-employment financial 
incentives offered and funded by the Department and available to both employees who return 
to work and to employers who recruit from the Live Register are highlighted and take-up pro-
moted.  It is also considered good practice that jobseekers engaging with a case officer should 
prepare or update their CVs to facilitate job search.

I can confirm that clients are not obligated to hand in advice relating to available employer 
supports to prospective employers with their CV. However, jobseekers who are within an acti-
vation process and who become long-term unemployed, are advised that it is in their interest to 
inform any prospective employer of the financial benefit the employer may receive under the 
JobsPlus programme, if the jobseeker is hired by them.  The Department has provided an online 
ready reckoner(https://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Ready-Reckoner.aspx) to show the benefits of 
returning to work.  Other supports for jobseekers are available on www.allaboutjobs.ie.
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16/07/2015WRG01050VAT Rate Application

16/07/2015WRG01100122. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the reason there is value 
added tax on the environmental tax on gas bills; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29717/15]

16/07/2015WRG01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that VAT is an EU-wide tax and Irish VAT law must comply with the EU VAT Di-
rectives.  Article 78 of EU Council Directive 2006/112/EC provides that the taxable amount 
shall include  taxes, duties, levies and charges, excluding the VAT itself.  This is transposed in 
section 37(1) of the Value-Added Tax Consolidation Act 2010 which provides that the amount 
on which Value-Added Tax is chargeable is the total consideration receivable by the supplier, 
including all taxes, commissions, costs and charges whatsoever  but not including the Value-
Added Tax itself.  Accordingly, VAT is chargeable on the environmental tax element in the sup-
ply of any fuel product. 

16/07/2015WRG01250Ireland Strategic Investment Fund Investments

16/07/2015WRG01300123. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance the amount of lending under-
taken by the National Pensions Reserve Fund small and medium-sized enterprises credit fund 
to date; the number of projects involved; the number of jobs supported; the percentage of ap-
plications approved; the way the operation of the fund compares to the initial targets set for it; 
the future plans for the fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29828/15]

16/07/2015WRG01400124. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance the amount of investment un-
dertaken by the National Pensions Reserve Fund small and medium-sized enterprises equity 
fund to date; the number of projects involved; the number of jobs supported; the percentage of 
applications approved; the way the operation of the fund compares to the initial targets set for 
it; the future plans for the fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29829/15]

16/07/2015WRG01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 123 
and 124 together.

Due to commercial sensitivities the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF) does not report 
on economic impact at individual transaction level, but instead at the aggregate portfolio level. 

The €450 million BlueBay SME Credit Fund has completed 11 loan transactions totalling 
approximately €190 million as at 30 June 2015. 

The €292 million Carlyle Cardinal Ireland (CCI) SME Equity Fund, has concluded 4 trans-
actions as at 30 June 2015, with investments completed to date in Lily O’Briens, GSLS, Carroll 
Cuisine and Payzone. 

The ISIF recently published its first Baseline Economic Impact Report. Key figures show 
that as at 31 December 2014:

-  ISIF had committed €1.4 billion to investments in Ireland, with €726 million already 
drawn down.

-  79 Irish companies and projects with a combined annual turnover of €472 million benefit 
from ISIF investment.

-  Approximately 8,362 jobs are supported directly and indirectly by ISIF investments.
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-  At 31 December 2014, the funds ISIF invested in had significant engagement throughout 
the Irish market - with 3,573 engagements and 99 completed investments since inception. The 
BlueBay SME Credit Fund does not operate an application process, but its activity is included 
in these figures.

Further information is available online at: http://www.ntma.ie/business-areas/ireland-stra-
tegic-investment-fund/  

The ISIF has advised that the BlueBay SME Credit Fund and the CCI SME Equity Fund 
continue to be active in the Irish lending market, have a strong transaction pipeline and are fo-
cused on deployment of the remainder of their capital pool.

16/07/2015WRG01550Ireland Strategic Investment Fund Management

16/07/2015WRG01600125. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance the amount of investment un-
dertaken by the National Pensions Reserve Fund turnaround fund to date; the number of proj-
ects involved; the number of jobs supported; the percentage of applications approved; the way 
the operation of the fund compares to the initial targets set for it; the future plans for the fund; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29830/15]

16/07/2015WRG01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Following the commencement of 
the relevant section of the National Treasury Management Agency (Amendment) Act 2014 on 
22 December 2014 the assets of the National Pensions Reserve Fund (NPRF) became the assets 
of the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF). 

The ISIF has advised that the Turnaround Fund was focused on turnaround investing in 
troubled companies as the Irish economy dealt with the financial crisis. A defined short invest-
ment period of two years was set due to the expectation that distressed turnaround investment 
opportunities would only be available for a limited period.  In the context of improving market 
conditions, financial institutions and business owners experienced a much reduced need for re-
structuring capital investment into distressed businesses as compared with initial expectations. 
This meant that the Turnaround Fund did not complete any transactions. The investment period 
expired at the end of December 2014 and, by mutual agreement between the NTMA and Better 
Capital, was not extended.

16/07/2015WRG01750Employment Investment Incentive Scheme

16/07/2015WRG01800126. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update in 
relation to the provision of approval from the European Commission in relation to the exten-
sion of the employment and investment incentive to include the management and operation of 
nursing homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29985/15]

16/07/2015WRG01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, a number of 
amendments to the EII were announced in the recent Budget:

-  The scheme has been expanded to include, subject to certain conditions, medium-sized 
enterprises in non-assisted areas, the management and operation of nursing homes and to in-
ternationally traded financial services as certified by Enterprise Ireland. This will result in an 
increase in the number of businesses that will be able to qualify for relief under the scheme;

-  The amount that can be raised by a company in a 12 month period has been raised from 
€2.5 million to €5 million. The lifetime limit on the amount that can be raised has been in-
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creased from €10 million to €15 million;

-  The holding period for shares issued under the EII has been increased from 3 to 4 years; 
and

-  The amount of tax relief available to an investor has been revised in line with the reduction 
in income tax rates announced in Budget 2015.

As the Deputy has mentioned, the EII is an approved State Aid scheme and, as such, ap-
proval must be sought from the European Commission before any of the changes can be com-
menced. My officials have submitted the application to the Commission in relation to the 
amendments and are engaged in ongoing discussions with the Commission in relation to the 
proposed changes. However, at this stage, it is not possible to indicate when the approval of the 
European Commission will be forthcoming. The amendments will be commenced, as soon as 
possible, once approval has been received.

16/07/2015WRG01950Tax Code

16/07/2015WRG02000127. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance his plans to reduce carbon tax on 
Bord Na Móna products to ensure future sustainability. [30191/15]

16/07/2015WRG02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The introduction of Carbon Tax was 
about sending a price signal that there is a cost associated with the consumption of fossil fuels 
to the detriment of the environment. It should be noted that as solid fuels have the highest car-
bon content of all fossil fuels they are considered the dirtiest fuels and given the environmental 
impact it is important that they are taxed.

While tax increases are unpopular, it makes sense to increase taxes in areas where some 
benefits can arise, in this instance a carbon tax promotes energy efficiency, reduces emissions 
and reduces our dependence on imported fossil fuels. 

The Public Service Obligation (PSO) is the support mechanism for the generation of elec-
tricity using specific products including peat.  It is designed to compensate electricity suppliers 
for the additional costs they incur by purchasing electricity generated by these producers. The 
PSO levy is vital to enable Ireland to meet its 40% target for electricity generated from renew-
able sources by 2020, which in turn is important for the achievement of Ireland’s 16% EU 2020 
target for renewable energy.

Carbon tax is deemed to be the most cost effective way of reducing overall emissions and 
reaching our EU 2020 emission targets of a reduction of greenhouse gases by 20% on 2005 
levels.  Accordingly, I do not intend to reduce the rate of carbon tax on Bord Na Móna products.

16/07/2015WRG02175Departmental Strategy Statements

16/07/2015WRG02200128. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance his Department’s priorities 
for the remainder of this Dáil; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29585/15]

16/07/2015WRG02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department remains focused on 
maintaining the reform momentum necessary to achieve the goals of creating more jobs, en-
hancing living standards and, ultimately, achieving full employment as set out in the Govern-
ment’s Statement of Government Priorities 2014-2016. This statement prioritises the actions 
needed to build on the economic recovery that is already under way to ensure that the benefits 
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of the recovery are felt by everyone across the country. 

My Department published its Statement of Strategy 2015-2017 that was laid before the 
Houses of the Oireachtas in March of this year. This lists the Programme for Government com-
mitments and those emerging priorities that come under the remit of the Department of Finance. 
My Department continues to make steadfast progress against these strategic goals and underly-
ing actions to achieve our mission. Building on good progress made in the first half of 2015, 
our attention is now focussed on Budget 2016 and continue development of a well regulated, 
vibrant and secure financial sector that supports economic growth.

16/07/2015WRG02350Insurance Compensation Fund

16/07/2015WRG02400129. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the pay-
ment of claims due by Setanta Insurance; the level of payments that are expected to be made; 
the approximate time frame for this matter to be dealt with; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29606/15]

16/07/2015WRG02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Setanta Insurance Company Limited is 
a Maltese incorporated company. Setanta was formally placed into liquidation by the Maltese 
Financial Services Authority on 30th April 2014 when a liquidator was appointed under the 
provisions of the Maltese Companies Act 1995. The liquidation is proceeding according to 
Maltese law. 

The liquidation of an insurance company is a legally complex and time consuming pro-
cess.  The Liquidator has advised that settlements and refunds of premiums can only be paid 
out by the Liquidator after all of the Company’s liabilities are quantified.  Since it could some 
time for a particular case to be finalised and, under the Statute of Limitations, claimants are 
given two years following an accident to make an initial claim, it may take some years before 
the liquidation process is completed.  The Liquidator has informed my Department that based 
on current claims estimates, he does not expect to be in a position to meet more than 30% of the 
amounts due to Setanta creditors. 

The Insurance Compensation Fund provides for payments to meet the liabilities of insolvent 
non-life insurers in certain cases where it is unlikely that claims can be met otherwise than from 
the ICF. Under the Insurance Act 1964, in a liquidation all ICF payments are subject to a limit 
of 65% of the amount due or €825,000, whichever is the lesser. In the immediate aftermath of 
the announcement of the liquidation of Setanta, my officials were informed by Insurance Ire-
land that the Motor Insurers’ Bureau of Ireland had indicated that they intended to accept all 
third party claims. However, the MIBI obtained a legal opinion and, having considered it, they 
advised the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in late July 2014 that the 2009 Agree-
ment with him does not require the MIBI to satisfy awards against drivers covered by a policy 
of insurance where the insurer is unable to pay all or part of an award because of insolvency.  

The respective roles of the Insurance Compensation Fund and the Motor Insurers’ Bureau 
of Ireland in the compensation of former Setanta policyholders is currently a matter for deci-
sion before the High Court. The matter was heard by Mr Justice Hedigan on 13th/14th July 
2015. There are no indications yet as to when the outcome of the case can be expected. 

My Department and the Central Bank will in due course be reviewing the circumstances 
relating to Setanta and will be reporting to me on what lessons can be learnt and how the frame-
work can be strengthened.  However, since Setanta is a Maltese authorised company subject 
to prudential supervision by the Malta Financial Services Authority, any follow-up investiga-
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tion on the regulatory issues surrounding the firm’s failure falls under the responsibility of the 
MFSA as home regulator.

16/07/2015WRG02550Tax Data

16/07/2015WRG02600130. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide, from 
the records of the Revenue Commissioners, for each of the years 1990, 1995, 2000, 2005, and 
2010 to 2013, the number of income earners; the average total income of the top 0.1%; the next 
0.9%; the next 4%; the next 5% earners; the next 40%; and the next 50% of earners.  [29615/15]

16/07/2015WRG02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by Revenue that, given 
the volume of Questions received for answer today, it has not been possible to compile the in-
formation requested in the time available. A response is being prepared and will be forwarded 
to the Deputy as soon as possible.

16/07/2015WRG02750Tax Yield

16/07/2015WRG02800131. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the revenue to the Exchequer 
from applying caps of €800,000; €900,000; and €1 million, to principal private residence capi-
tal gains tax relief.  [29619/15]

16/07/2015WRG02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by Revenue that, as tax 
returns require information in respect of the consideration associated with the disposal of prin-
cipal private residences but not the actual capital gain, there is no basis for separately identify-
ing the yield that would arise from applying the caps to the relief as proposed by the Deputy.  
As the Deputy will be aware, Capital Gains Tax is applicable on the gain rather than the consid-
eration amount. Accordingly the specific information requested by the Deputy is not available.

16/07/2015WRG02950Tax Data

16/07/2015WRG03000132. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide, in tabular 
form, for 2013 and 2014 and for 2015 to date the number of persons concerning whom the 
Revenue Commissioners provided data to the Health Service Executive, under section 8 of the 
Health (Alteration of Criteria for Eligibility) Act 2013.  [29721/15]

16/07/2015WRG03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that the num-
ber of individuals about whom data has been provided, on request, to the Health Service Execu-
tive (HSE) under section 8 of the Health (Alteration of Criteria for Eligibility) Act 2013 is as 
follows: 

Date No. of persons
October to December 2013 247,093   
2014 965,340  
2015 to date 558,658  

The nature of the data supplied by Revenue to the HSE generally consists of details of in-
come returned by the taxpayer in their tax return or, in the case of PAYE taxpayers, income de-
tails provided by their employer.  It should be noted that for a significant number of individuals 
in respect of whom Revenue receives requests from the HSE, Revenue would have no income 
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details on its records for those persons because, for example, their only source of income is a 
pension from the Department of Social Protection.  These individuals are included in the num-
bers shown in the table above.

I am advised by Revenue that a Data Exchange Agreement has also been signed by both 
organisations which sets out their respective roles and responsibilities in connection with data 
exchanges.

16/07/2015WRG03150EU-IMF Programme of Support

16/07/2015WRG03200133. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the average interest rate 
applying to each source of funds under the European Union-International Monetary Fund Pro-
gramme of Assistance for Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29726/15]

16/07/2015WRG03300153. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the average maturity of the 
remaining European Union-International Monetary Fund loans under Ireland’s Programme of 
Assistance; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29750/15]

16/07/2015WRG03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 133 
and 153 together.

I am advised by the National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) that the position re-
garding the EU/IMF Programme loan facilities, including interest rates and maturities, as at 
end-June 2015, is as set out in the table below.  

Facility Loan Amount 
(bn)

€ Equivalent 
(bn)1

Interest Rate on 
Loan Amount

Reference Rate 
Basis

Weighted Aver-
age Maturity 
(Years)

EFSM €22.5 22.5 3.00% Fixed rate based 
on EFSM cost of 
funds2

8.63

EFSF €18.4 18.4 2.17% Some fixed but 
mainly pooled rate 
based on EFSF 
cost of funding

17.64

UK £3.2 3.9 2.61%5 Fixed, based on 
UK cost of fund-
ing

4.7

Sweden €0.6 0.6 1.00%6 Floating 3-month 
Euribor plus 1% 
margin

5.2

Denmark €0.4 0.4 1.01%6 Floating 3-month 
Euribor plus 1% 
margin 

5.1

IMF SDR3.8 4.3 1.05% Floating SDR rate 
plus 1% margin

6.5

1   The € equivalent figures reflect the effect of currency hedging transactions where appli-
cable.  

2   The interest rate on Ireland’s EFSM loans is based on the EFSM’s cost of funds when it 
issues bonds. Such issuance is matched against the loans.

3   As with the EFSF loan maturity extensions agreed in June 2013, EFSM loans are also 
subject to a seven year extension. It is not expected that Ireland will have to refinance any of 
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its EFSM loans before 2027. However as the revised maturity dates of individual EFSM loans 
will only be determined as they approach their original maturity dates, the weighted average 
maturity figure of 8.6 years does not reflect the maturity extensions.

4   Reflects maturity extensions agreed in June 2013.

5   Annualised rate.

6   Annualised rates reflecting 3-month Euribor interest rate at time of most recent rate resets.

The Deputy should be aware that the mixture of floating and fixed interest rates across the 
various EU/IMF Programme facilities makes it difficult to compare one facility directly against 
another as they contain different interest rate risk profiles, currencies and maturities.  In addi-
tion, the floating interest rates quoted are at a point in time and are, therefore, subject to change 
depending on movements in market rates.

The Deputy will see from the table that the interest rate on the outstanding IMF loan balance 
at end-June 2015 is 1.05 per cent. This comprises the SDR interest rate of 0.05 per cent plus a 1 
per cent margin. The more expensive portion of the IMF loan facility has now been fully repaid 
and so surcharges previously applicable no longer apply.

16/07/2015WRG03450Tax Data

16/07/2015WRG03500134. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the proportion of in-
come earners exempt from income tax in 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29727/15]

16/07/2015WRG03600146. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the percentage of self-em-
ployed persons who are outside the income tax net; and the way this compares to the percentage 
of pay as you earn workers who have no income tax liability.  [29743/15]

16/07/2015WRG03700161. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of income earn-
ers who are exempt from the universal social charge; who pay a maximum rate of 4%; and who 
pay the 7% rate; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29778/15]

16/07/2015WRG03800162. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the cost of increasing the 
standard rate band from the current €33,800 by €500; €1000; €1,500; and €2,000; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29779/15]

16/07/2015WRG03900173. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons who 
paid income tax on maternity benefits in 2013 and 2014; the total yield from taxation of mater-
nity benefits; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29797/15]

16/07/2015WRG04000174. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the cost in 2015 of retain-
ing the exemption which was due to expire on 1 January 2015 from the 7% rate of universal 
social charge for those with medical cards who have an aggregate income below €60,000; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29800/15]

16/07/2015WRG04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 134, 
146, 161, 162, 173 and 174 together.

I am informed by Revenue that an estimated 38% of income earners are exempt from in-
come tax in 2015.  The estimated percentages of self-assessed income earners and PAYE in-
come earners who are exempt from income tax are 36% and 38% respectively.
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In relation to the Deputy’s questions on USC and standard rate bands, I am informed by 
Revenue that the number of income earners at each rate of the Universal Social Charge (includ-
ing exempt cases) and the estimated cost of increasing the standard rate band can be found on 
page 3 and page 7 respectively of Revenue’s Ready Reckoner, available on Revenue’s statis-
tics website at http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/ready-reckoners.pdf. While the Ready 
Reckoner does not show all of the specific costings requested by the Deputy, other changes can 
be estimated broadly on a pro-rata basis with those displayed in the Reckoner.

In relation to the taxation of maternity benefits, I am informed by Revenue that the latest 
information available regarding maternity benefit is for the year 2013. The estimated number of 
income earners who paid income tax on maternity benefit in 2013 is 19,900 and the estimated 
yield from taxation of maternity benefit from the 1st  July 2013 is €20 million.

Regarding the Deputy’s question in relation to the exemption from the 7% rate of USC for 
medical card holders with an aggregate income below €60,000, Revenue have informed me 
they tentatively estimate that the first and full year cost of retaining the exemption is €90 mil-
lion and €120 million respectively.

All figures above (and those in the Ready Reckoner) are estimates for 2015, using the actual 
data for the year 2012 (the latest year for which data are available) adjusted as necessary for 
income, self-employment and employment trends in the interim. They are provisional and may 
be revised. A married couple or civil partners who have elected or have been deemed to have 
elected for joint assessment are counted as one tax unit.

16/07/2015WRG04150Tax Yield

16/07/2015WRG04200135. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the revenue that would be 
raised by reducing the annual earnings limit, along with age-related percentage limits for maxi-
mum tax relievable contributions for pension purposes, from €115,000 to €100,000; to €90,000; 
to €80,000; and to €70,000; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29728/15]

16/07/2015WRG04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume that the Deputy is referring to 
the current annual earnings cap of €115,000, which operates to limit the level of tax-relieved 
personal pension contributions in any one year. The annual earnings cap acts, in conjunction 
with age-related percentage limits of annual earnings, to put a ceiling on the annual amount of 
tax relief an individual taxpayer can obtain on pension contributions.

A breakdown of the cost of tax relief on employee contributions to occupational pension 
schemes is not available as tax returns by employers of employee contributions to such schemes 
are aggregated at employer level. An historical breakdown is available by tax rate of the tax 
relief claimed on contributions to personal pension plans Retirement Annuity Contracts (RACs) 
and Personal Retirement Savings Accounts (PRSAs) by the self-employed and others, to the 
extent that the contributions have been included in the personal tax returns of those taxpayers. 
There is, therefore, only a limited statistical basis for providing definitive figures. However, 
Revenue advise me that the impact to the Exchequer from reducing the annual earnings cap 
for individual contributions to occupational pension schemes, RACs and PRSAs may be ten-
tatively estimated. Such estimates take no account of any behavioural impacts that may arise 
from the proposed changes and that could affect the scale of any yield.

I am informed by Revenue that on the above basis, the estimated yield  of reducing the ceil-
ing can be found on page 11 of Revenue’s Ready Reckoner, available on Revenue’s statistics 
website at http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/ready-reckoners.pdf.
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16/07/2015WRH00125Tax Reliefs Cost

16/07/2015WRH00200136. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimate of the annual 
cost for 2015 of each tax expenditure on the Statute Book; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [29731/15]

16/07/2015WRH00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that a wide 
range of statistical information is available on the Commissioners’, Statistics webpage: http://
www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/index.html.    

In relation to the Deputy’s question, the latest detailed information on the costs of allow-
ances and reliefs can be found under the Tax Expenditures heading at http://www.revenue.ie/en/
about/statistics/index.html#section9.  Costs are not yet available in respect of the year 2015 and 
are only available for 2014 for certain expenditures. Updates will be published in due course.

While these tables do not constitute a full listing of all tax expenditures on the Statute Book, 
they reflect those for which a costing is readily available.

16/07/2015WRH00325Corporate Tax Compliance

16/07/2015WRH00400137. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of tax paid by 
companies operating in the International Financial Services Centre in Dublin, in 2013 and in 
2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29732/15]

16/07/2015WRH00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by Revenue that the total 
Corporation Tax receipts from the financial and insurance activities sector for the years 2013 
and 2014 were around €1,026 million and €1,045 million respectively.  The estimated total 
PAYE and associated USC receipts from this sector were in the region of €1,875 million for 
2013 and €2,010 million for 2014. 

I am further advised by Revenue that it is not possible to precisely identify the contribution 
of companies in the Financial Services Centre to this total.  There are however some indications 
of the size of this contribution.

The estimated Corporation Tax paid in 2013 and 2014 by companies previously licensed to 
operate in the International Financial Services Centre (IFSC) is of the order of €497 million and 
€545 million respectively.  It should be noted that these figures relate only to those companies 
that were once licensed under the preferential IFSC tax regime, which expired in 2005, and 
for which registrations ceased in 2002.  The estimated total PAYE and USC receipts associ-
ated with these companies for 2013, the latest year available, is in excess of €415 million.  The 
PAYE and USC receipts associated with these companies for 2014 is not yet available.

Separately, based on Revenue analysis of more recent Central Bank information on com-
panies currently operating in the international financial services area, these companies are es-
timated to have paid around €621 million in Corporation Tax in 2013 (the most recent tax year 
for which data are available).  The associated amount of PAYE and USC is tentatively estimated 
to be in the region of €332 million.  These estimates are tentative and should be considered as 
provisional, as they may be revised subject to improved information becoming available.

16/07/2015WRH00550General Government Debt
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16/07/2015WRH00600138. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the change in the general 
Government debt from December 2007 to December 2014; how this is broken down between 
the building up of cash balances, paying for Government goods and services, and recapitalisa-
tions of the banks; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29733/15]

16/07/2015WRH00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): General government debt has increased 
by approximately €156.2bn from a debt level of €47.1bn in 2007 to €203.3bn as at December 
2014.

The Deputy should note that borrowing is not undertaken for any specific purpose but rather 
as the requirements for cash-flow occur.

Total cash and other financial asset balances as reported by the NTMA which were included 
in the composition of debt were €4.5bn in 2007 and €14.8bn in 2014. 

The headline deficit for the period was approximately €144.4bn.  This is made up of the 
excess of day to day expenditure over revenue, slightly over €97bn and the balance relates to 
one-off transactions, including transfers to the banking sector. 

No specific borrowing was undertaken in order to fund the recapitalisation of Irish banks 
and therefore it is not possible to quantify the precise impact to government debt.  However, as 
mentioned in the ‘Spring Economic Statement 2015’ over €64bn was used to recapitalise the 
banks.  As some payments to the banking sector were directed investments via the NPRF and 
did not require borrowing, there were no debt implications associated with these payments.  
Through the sale of investments in BOI and PTSB and the sale of Irish Life, circa €5.0bn has 
been returned to the State in addition to €5.9bn in interest and fees across all the banks up to 
31 December 2014.  In addition, the significant progress in the liquidation of IBRC, which was 
classified within the area of general government as a result of ESA 2010, has reduced its effect 
on general government debt.

It should be noted that in addition to these transactions there are also minor adjustments in 
the areas of other government bodies, local government, and statistical classification issues.

16/07/2015WRH00750Tax Reliefs Data

16/07/2015WRH00800139. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the approximate number of 
litres of agricultural diesel, which qualified for tax relief, sold in each of the past three years; the 
approximate number of litres of fully duty paid auto diesel and petrol sold in the same period; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29735/15]

16/07/2015WRH00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The quantities of Petrol, Auto Diesel 
and Marked Gas Oil (MGO) tax paid in the State  in  each of the years 2012  2014 is as follows:

- MGO (‘000 litres) Auto Diesel (‘000 
litres)

Petrol (‘000 litres)

2012 1,125,849 2,548,025 1,667,582 
2013 1,101,590 2,676,358 1,568,147 
2014 997,528 2,846,887 1,483,192 

MGO, which is commonly referred to as agricultural diesel, is used in a variety of off-road 
applications and benefits from a relief by way of a reduced rate of mineral oil tax on gas oil.  
These uses extend well beyond agriculture to include the propulsion of trains, the operation of 
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construction and industrial machinery, commercial sea navigation (including fishing) and com-
mercial and home heating.  Separate statistics in respect of Marked Gas Oil (MGO) used for 
agricultural purposes are not available.

16/07/2015WRH00950State Debt

16/07/2015WRH01000140. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his estimate of the current 
structural deficit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29736/15]

16/07/2015WRH01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The most recent estimate of the struc-
tural deficit was contained in the Stability Programme Update (SPU) published in April.  The 
estimate for 2015, using the required harmonised methodology, is a structural deficit of 2.6% of 
GDP.  An updated estimate of the structural balance will be contained in Budget 2016.  

16/07/2015WRH01150Financial Services Regulation

16/07/2015WRH01200141. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of the reports 
completed by McCann Fitzgerald and Ernst and Young into certain corporate governance mat-
ters at the former Irish Nationwide Building Society; if the reports have been referred to An 
Garda Síochána and to the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement; the action being 
taken as a result of the content of the reports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29738/15]

16/07/2015WRH01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As previously outlined to the Deputy, I 
am aware of a number of reports that have been produced by third parties in relation to matters 
arising from the banking crisis which remain unpublished at this time including those produced 
by McCann Fitzgerald and Ernst and Young (which were commissioned by the former Board 
of INBS) in relation to governance matters in the former Irish Nationwide Building Society.

I have been advised that given the on-going nature of the investigations by the Authorities, 
including in particular the investigation which was conducted by the Central Bank of Ireland 
(the Central Bank) under its Administrative Sanctions Procedure, into historic lending practices 
at INBS, to which an inquiry by the Central Bank will be established, the reports cannot legally 
be published at this time.  Publication of the reports may be considered when those proceedings 
are concluded or when any Garda investigation has been finalised (or any proceedings arising 
from such investigation are concluded). 

16/07/2015WRH01325Credit Unions

16/07/2015WRH01400142. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he is satisfied with the 
manner in which the acquisition of a credit union (details supplied) by Permanent TSB has pro-
ceeded; if he expects an additional liability to the State to arise in respect of the credit union; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29739/15]

16/07/2015WRH01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): On November 2013, on foot of a request 
from the Governor of the Central Bank, I agreed to the payment to Permanent tsb (PTSB) of 
a financial incentive to support the transfer of Newbridge Credit Union Ltd (NCU), excluding 
its premises. 

The maximum amount of financial incentive is €53.9 million, comprising:
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-  €23 million in cash up-front - paid in full.

-  €4.25 million for restructuring and integration costs incurred by PTSB as part of the trans-
action - of which €2.5 million has been paid.

-  €2 million for any liabilities transferred to PTSB that were not represented on NCU’s bal-
ance sheet at the date of transfer - of which €0.3 million has been paid.

-  a maximum additional €24.7 million to cover 50% of any impairment made on the loan 
book to bring its net value below €49.3 million.  Equally, the Credit Institutions Resolution 
Fund is entitled to recoup 50% of any recoveries made on the loan book - there has been no loss 
compensation made to date.

In total, €25.8 million has been paid to date in financial incentive support in relation to the 
transfer of NCU to PTSB. 

In accordance with Section 46(6) of the Central Bank and Credit Institutions (Resolution) 
Act 2011, once the sale of NCU’s building has completed, the proceeds from the sale (net of 
transaction and liquidator costs) will be remitted to the Credit Institutions Resolution Fund.  
Under the Act, the Credit Institutions Resolution Fund is the principal creditor of NCU in the 
amount of financial incentive paid or payable to PTSB.

16/07/2015WRH01550National Treasury Management Agency

16/07/2015WRH01600143. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the overall amount of mon-
ey managed by the National Treasury Management Agency through the various State savings 
products; if he will provide a breakdown of the overall amount by the type of product, savings 
bonds, savings certificates, national solidarity bonds, etc; the way the money is managed; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [29740/15]

16/07/2015WRH01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): State Savings is the brand name used 
by the National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) to describe the range of Government 
savings products offered by the NTMA to personal savers.  State Savings form part of Ireland’s 
debt, the repayment of which is a direct, unconditional obligation of the State. 

The NTMA has advised that the total value of State Savings at end-June 2015 is €19.3 bil-
lion and the breakdown by product is as follows:   

-  €m
Savings Bonds  4,798
Savings Certificates 5,980
Instalment Savings (including Savings 
Stamps) 

480

National Solidarity Bonds       2,965
Deposit Accounts  2,724
Prize Bonds 2,323
TOTAL 19,270

Note: The figures in the table are unaudited.

16/07/2015WRH01750Tax Compliance
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16/07/2015WRH01800144. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the general Revenue com-
pliance initiatives that are under way; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29741/15]

16/07/2015WRH01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Maximising voluntary tax and duty 
compliance is a key objective for Revenue.  Providing a high quality efficient and cost effective 
service to taxpayers and their agents to facilitate voluntary compliance is an important priority 
for Revenue in that regard. 

Allied to the quality service approach is a clear focus on addressing non-compliance in 
all its forms.  Sophisticated risk assessment and intelligence gathering system are deployed 
by Revenue to target interventions for optimum impact.  Cases at risk of non-compliance are 
identified through the use of enhanced third party information such as supply chain data on fuel 
oil movements, merchant acquirer data on credit and debit card transactions and Government 
Payments data.

Revenue devotes considerable resources to and prioritises the deployment of skilled and 
trained staff to its broad range of compliance management and case intervention programmes 
aimed at counteracting evasion in all its forms.  Revenue’s risk based compliance interventions 
are intended to maximise tax recoveries from the non-compliant and prosecute those involved 
in serious tax, duty and customs fraud and evasion. 

I am advised by Revenue that the compliance activities undertaken include debt manage-
ment and collection, returns compliance, anti-smuggling operations, risk-based and random 
compliance interventions, border control checks, a focus on aggressive tax and duty avoidance 
schemes as well as work to combat shadow economy activities that includes collaboration and 
joint investigations with other Government Departments and agencies.  

Revenue’s Annual Report for 2014, which is available on the Revenue website at the fol-
lowing link http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/publications/annual-reports.html will provide the 
Deputy with some very helpful information on the of the breadth of Revenue’s compliance 
management programme and interventions including detailed information on the numbers and 
scope of compliance interventions and the outcomes obtained.

As part of a major overhaul of Ireland’s anti-avoidance legislation in the Finance Act 2014, 
a settlement opportunity was made available to taxpayers who entered into tax avoidance trans-
actions before 24 October 2014.  To take advantage of this opportunity, taxpayers were required 
to make a Qualifying Avoidance Disclosure, pay the tax avoided and 80% of the interest due on 
that tax, by 30 June 2015.  A total of 137 cases yielding €43.7 million (including tax and inter-
est) had availed of the opportunity to regularise their tax affairs.  This is a provisional figure 
subject to the Revenue Commissioners’ verification that the requirements of the Qualifying 
Avoidance Disclosure have been met.  Revenue will actively pursue those taxpayers who failed 
to take advantage of this settlement opportunity and will seek tax, interest, surcharges, penalties 
and other sanctions, as appropriate, in such cases.

16/07/2015WRH01950NAMA Debtors

16/07/2015WRH02000145. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of asset trans-
fers to family members by debtors of the National Asset Management Agency that have been 
reversed; the total value involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29742/15]

16/07/2015WRH02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that it has 
obtained additional security over assets with an aggregate value in excess of €800m through a 
combination of the reversal of asset transfers and additional security over previously unencum-
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bered assets.  Approximately 25% of additional security by value has been obtained as a result 
of the reversal of asset transfers. 

I am further advised by NAMA that the above figure is in line with NAMA’s original esti-
mate.  In its Annual Report and Financial Statements for 2012, page 25, NAMA stated that it 
expected to obtain security over assets with a value of approximately €750m after its negotia-
tions with debtors were completed.

Question No. 146 answered with Question No. 134.

16/07/2015WRH02250NAMA Property Rental

16/07/2015WRH02300147. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of rent reduc-
tions that have been approved by the National Asset Management Agency; the number of ap-
plications outstanding at present; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29744/15]

16/07/2015WRH02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that it has re-
ceived 411 eligible applications for rent abatement, through its debtors and receivers, under its 
Guidance Note on Upwards Only Rent Reviews, and that, of these, 360 have been approved 
and a further 39 are currently being assessed.  Furthermore, I am advised that just 12 of the 411 
eligible applications have been refused. 

16/07/2015WRH02450Government Bonds

16/07/2015WRH02500148. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the take-up to date of sov-
ereign annuity bonds by the pension industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[29745/15]

16/07/2015WRH02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Irish Amortising Bonds were launched 
in 2012 in response to demand from the Irish domestic pensions industry.  The National Trea-
sury Management Agency (NTMA) has advised that, as at end-June 2015, that €1.1 billion of 
Irish Amortising Bonds had been taken up. The NTMA is available to respond to further de-
mand for such bonds as it arises. 

16/07/2015WRH02650National Pensions Reserve Fund Investments

16/07/2015WRH02700149. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the value of the discretion-
ary portfolio, including cash balances, held by the National Pensions Reserve Fund; when he 
expects the portfolio to be liquidated; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29746/15]

16/07/2015WRH02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Following the commencement of 
the relevant section of the National Treasury Management Agency (Amendment) Act 2014 on 
22 December 2014 the assets of the National Pensions Reserve Fund (NPRF) became the assets 
of the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF). 

The National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) has advised that €7.146 billion rep-
resents both the final valuation of the Discretionary Portfolio at the termination of the NPRF’s 
investment mandate and the opening valuation of the ISIF’s Discretionary Portfolio.  Cash & 
Cash Equivalents amounted to €2.423 billion or 34% of the value of the Discretionary Portfolio.  
The most recently published value of the ISIF’s Discretionary Portfolio is €7.407 billion as at 



Questions - Written Answers

210

31 March 2015.  This includes Cash balances of €2.316 billion.

The ISIF recently published its Investment Strategy which outlines the transition from the 
National Pensions Reserve Fund global assets over a 3-5 year period to a Fund focused exclu-
sively on Ireland, subject to commercial investment opportunities being available. 

 http://www.ntma.ie/business-areas/ireland-strategic-investment-fund/.  

16/07/2015WRH02850State Claims Agency

16/07/2015WRH02900150. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his views on the operation 
of the State Claims Agency, its success in limiting costs arising from personal injury and prop-
erty damage claims against the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29747/15]

16/07/2015WRH03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The State Claims Agency’s (SCA) 
claims management objective is to manage claims efficiently and conscientiously.  This has the 
following practical implications:

- In cases where the State is considered liable or which involve an apportionment of liability, 
the SCA’s approach is to settle such claims expeditiously, in so far as it is possible to do so, and 
on fair and reasonable terms; and

- In cases where liability is fully disputed by the State, all necessary resources are applied 
in the defence of such claims.

The SCA manages claims from their initial notification through to final resolution.  Claims 
are investigated in a thorough and timely fashion, in order to facilitate early decision-making in 
relation to liability and strategy.

Recoveries and Costs Saving Initiatives

The SCA has advised that it vigorously pursues all available money recoveries in accor-
dance with best claim practices and as permitted by law.  One such example is the recovery of 
moneys by means of third party/co-defendant contributions.  Whether by adjudication of the 
court or agreement with the third party/co-defendant, a specified percentage contribution in re-
lation to a particular claim may be paid by a third party/co-defendant to the SCA.  Additionally, 
in certain cases, an indemnity in full may be received from a third party/co-defendant.

Recoveries and Third Party Contributions by Year Transacted

 - 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Total Recov-
eries

€6.1m €15.1m €3.8m €1.8m €2.8m

The level of legal costs paid to plaintiffs’ legal representatives is carefully examined and, 
wherever possible and by means of negotiations, the SCA seeks to achieve the maximum pos-
sible reduction in legal costs.  If the SCA cannot successfully agree the level of legal costs to be 
paid to plaintiffs’ legal representatives, the matter is determined by a Taxing Master.   

The table hereunder sets out, by calendar year, the legal cost savings achieved by the SCA 
for the individual years:

Negotiated Legal Cost Savings by year claim finalised
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 - 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Total Negoti-
ated Savings

€5.7m €6.6m €7.8m €8.6m €10m

The SCA has advised that it has, in an initiative designed to reduce barristers’ fees, invited 
barristers to tender competitively for its services and barristers’ panels were put in place in 
January 2014.  During 2014, this initiative yielded legal costs savings of 22 per cent.  A similar 
initiative was conducted to reduce the SCA’s panels’ solicitor fees in June 2011 which yielded 
savings in respect of solicitor fees, in 2014, of 19%.

Alongside the SCA’s cost saving initiatives, its Risk Management unit assists and advises 
State Authorities and Healthcare enterprises on measures to be taken to prevent the occurrence, 
or to reduce the incidence, of acts or omissions that may give rise to personal injury, property 
damage or medical negligence adverse events that could subsequently result in claims.

These examples illustrate the proactive and successful actions of the State Claims Agency 
to limit costs and claims against the State.  I am confident that the recently established Board 
of the National Treasury Management Agency will fulfil its role of supporting and driving the 
SCA in making further savings for the State.

16/07/2015WRH03050IMF Loan Issues

16/07/2015WRH03100151. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the funding commitment 
to the International Monetary Fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29748/15]

16/07/2015WRH03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
is a Quota-based institution.  Each member is assigned a Quota, broadly based on its size rela-
tive to the world economy.  A member’s Quota determines its maximum financial commitment 
to the IMF, as well as its voting power, and has a bearing on its access to IMF financing.  Quotas 
are denominated in Special Drawing Rights (SDRs), the IMF’s unit of account.  This is based 
on a weighted mix of the following major world currencies: US Dollars, Euro, Japanese Yen 
and the UK Pound Sterling.  Ireland’s IMF quota is currently SDR 1,257.6 million, or 0.528% 
of the total Quota share of the IMF.  This has been the case since 4 March, 2011, when the 2008 
Quota Review came into force.  At 31 December, 2014, the amount of SDR 1,257.6 million was 
made up of SDR 998,897,520 held in Ireland’s IMF General Resources Account and a further 
SDR 258,702,480 which is held in Ireland’s Reserve Tranche Position at the IMF.  In addition 
to Quota, Ireland has committed other funding via a separate process to the IMF known as 
SDR holdings.  SDR holdings were put in place by agreement of the members of the IMF pre-
dominantly in order to ensure that the IMF had sufficient resources to tackle the recent Global 
Financial Crisis.  Ireland has committed SDR 775.4 million in SDR holdings to the IMF as at 
31 December, 2014. 

In summary, Ireland’s funds committed as at 31 December, 2014 to the IMF is represented 
by SDR 1,257.6 million in Quota and SDR 775.4 million in SDR holdings for a total of SDR 
2,033 million.  At the most recent exchange rates available (14 July, 2015) that equates to ap-
proximately €2,578 million.

16/07/2015WRJ00150Budget Statement

16/07/2015WRJ00200152. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the process, and estimated 
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timeline, for each of the stages involved in the preparation of budget 2016; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [29749/15]

16/07/2015WRJ00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Budgetary preparation is a “whole-
year” process and work has already commenced for Budget 2016.   As part of its reform of the 
budgetary process, the Government this year published the Spring Economic Statement and 
established the National Economic Dialogue.  

The Spring Economic Statement set out the emerging economic and fiscal situation and the 
Government’s medium-term fiscal strategy.  The Statement draws on my Department’s macro-
economic and fiscal forecasts as set out in the Stability Programme Update (SPU).  In line with 
the arrangements introduced under the EU semester, the SPU was prepared and submitted to the 
European Commission last April.  

The objective of the National Economic Dialogue, which will take place on 16-17 July, is 
to facilitate an open and inclusive exchange on the competing economic and social priorities 
facing the Government as we prepare for Budget 2016.  A key aspect of the National Economic 
Dialogue will involve a public call for pre-budgetary submissions that will have regard to the 
issues arising in the Dialogue.    

In the autumn, the Department of Finance will prepare tax policy papers, to be discussed in 
early September as part of the Tax Strategy Group process.  These will feed into the tax mea-
sures considered as part of Budget 2016. 

Both myself and my colleague Brendan Howlin, as the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform, will work very closely in the compilation of Budget 2016.  With regard to the expendi-
ture allocations, the Estimates process is ongoing and will be published on Budget day.

As is the norm, the macroeconomic forecasts which underpin the Budget will be subject 
to endorsement by the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council (IFAC) in advance of publication.  The 
endorsement process will begin soon after the publication of Q2 National Accounts data by 
the CSO in September.  The timelines for this process are laid out in a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding between the Fiscal Advisory Council and the Department of Finance, which are 
available on both websites.  Based on these macroeconomic projections, my Department will 
produce the fiscal and budgetary forecasts, taking into account the end-September Exchequer 
returns and any policy decisions made as part of Budget 2016.  

In advance of each Budget, normally the Friday before publication, the White Paper on the 
Estimates of Receipts and Expenditure is published.  As the Deputy will be aware, the White 
Paper sets out an Exchequer forecast for the forthcoming year based on a position of no policy 
change. 

Budget 2016 will be published in conjunction with the publication of the Expenditure Re-
port by my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, Mr Brendan Howlin 
TD.  The date for publication of Budget 2016 has yet to be confirmed, but will be no later than 
15 October.

After publication of our national Budget, in line with European economic governance 
rules, a Draft Budgetary Plan for the forthcoming year is submitted to the European Commis-
sion, again, not later than 15 October. 

The Finance Bill will be published shortly afterwards, to be enacted by 31st December.  The 
publication of the Revised Estimates Volume is a matter for Minister Howlin, but will be pub-
lished before the end of the year.
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  Question No. 153 answered with Question No. 133.

16/07/2015WRJ00550NAMA Transactions

16/07/2015WRJ00600154. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of vendor fi-
nance that has been provided by the National Asset Management Agency in 2015 to date; the 
number of projects financed; the number of housing units that will be provided by these proj-
ects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29752/15]

16/07/2015WRJ00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that it has to 
date advanced €373m in vendor finance across six transactions involving the sale of commer-
cial property securing its loans.  These transactions have involved the sale of completed office 
and retail accommodation and therefore the Deputy’s reference to housing units does not arise.   

As previously advised by NAMA, a number of positive market developments in the past 
year or so mean that vendor finance is not currently required as part of its market offering.  
These developments include the prevalence of international investors and international debt 
providers with ready access to capital, the introduction of Irish REITs as an alternative invest-
ment mechanism and a gradual increase in domestic bank lending to property.  Vendor Finance 
was introduced by NAMA in 2012 in a very different market and financing context and was one 
of a range of measures introduced by NAMA to encourage investment in Irish property at a time 
when there were few transactions in the market and when there was limited finance available. 

16/07/2015WRJ00750Tax Reliefs Data

16/07/2015WRJ00800155. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide, in tabular 
form, the number of persons or mortgage accounts in receipt of tax relief at source, in each year 
from 2010 to 2014 and in 2015 to date; the projected cost of the scheme this year; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29755/15]

16/07/2015WRJ00900159. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the cost of increasing the 
rate of tax relief at source that applies in 2015 to 40% and 50% respectively from 30%, for those 
who took out a qualifying loan between 2004 and 2008; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29769/15]

16/07/2015WRJ01000160. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the cost of increasing the 
ceiling in 2015 of €3,000 interest for tax relief at source for those who took out a qualifying loan 
between 2004 and 2008, to €4,000 and €5,000 respectively; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29770/15]

16/07/2015WRJ01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 155, 
159 and 160 together.

I am informed by Revenue that the number of mortgage accounts in receipt of tax relief at 
source in respect of mortgage interest in each year from 2010 to 2015 (to date), is as set out in 
the following table.  The projected cost of mortgage interest relief in 2015 is estimated to be in 
the order of €275 million.

Year Number of Mortgage Accounts
2010 349,500
2011 352,800
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Year Number of Mortgage Accounts
2012 355,400
2013 351,200
2014 331,200
2015 (to date) 323,500

The cost of increasing the rate of tax relief at source that applies in 2015 to 40% and 50%, 
for those that took out a qualifying loan between 2004 and 2008, is tentatively estimated at 
€49m and €98m per annum respectively.

Finally, I am further informed by Revenue that the cost of increasing the ceiling in 2015 of 
€3,000 interest for tax relief at source, for those that took out a qualifying loan between 2004 
and 2008, to €4,000 and €5,000 is tentatively estimated at €22m and €38m per annum respec-
tively.  These estimates take into account commensurate increases in the €6,000 ceiling appli-
cable to married couples and civil partners.

16/07/2015WRJ01150Tax Data

16/07/2015WRJ01200156. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the taxation provisions in 
legislation that are due to expire at the end of 2015; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [29764/15]

16/07/2015WRJ01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan) (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy 
previously asked this question on 12 February this year, Parliamentary Question No. 87 (PQ 
6542/15) and in my reply of 12 February, I set out the legislative provisions that are due to ex-
pire on 31 December 2015.  There have been no changes since my earlier reply.

The following provisions are due to expire at the end of 2015:

Legislative Provision Brief Description
Section 486C of the Taxes Consolidation 
Act (TCA) 1997 

This section provides relief from corpora-
tion tax for a company that commences a 
new qualifying trade, and the relief is avail-
able where the total corporation tax payable 
for an accounting period does not exceed 
€40,000.  Marginal relief is available where 
the corporation tax payable is between 
€40,000 and €60,000.  The value of the 
relief is linked to the amount of employer 
PRSI paid by a company, in order to link 
the scheme with the creation of jobs.The 
relief was due to expire at the end of 2014, 
and was extended by section 39, Finance 
Act 2014 to companies which commence a 
new qualifying trade in 2015. 
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Legislative Provision Brief Description
Sections 666, 667B and 667C of the Taxes 
Consolidation Act (TCA) 1997

The stock relief for farmers provided under 
section 666 is due to expire on 31 Decem-
ber 2015.  The enhanced stock relief avail-
able to qualifying farmers under section 
667B, and to registered farm partnerships 
under section 667C, in respect of increases 
in stock values, will also expire on 31 De-
cember 2015.

Section 477B of the Taxes Consolidation 
Act (TCA) 1997

The Home Renovation Incentive in section 
477B provides for tax relief on qualifying 
expenditure incurred by homeowners on the 
repair, renovation or improvement of their 
main home, and by landlords on the repair, 
renovation or improvement of rental prop-
erties.  Homeowners who incur qualifying 
expenditure in the period from 25 October 
2013 to 31 December 2015 may claim the 
relief.  Landlords who incur qualifying 
expenditure in the period from 15 October 
2014 to 31 December 2015, may also claim 
the relief.

Section 825B of the Taxes Consolidation 
Act (TCA) 1997

This section, which provides for the repay-
ment of tax where earnings are not remitted 
to the State, was closed off with effect from 
1 January 2012.  However, any individual 
who was first entitled to claim the relief in 
2011, will continue to qualify for the relief 
up until 31 December 2015.

Paragraph (5) of Schedule 1 to the Stamp 
Duties Consolidation Act (SDCA) 1999

This legislation provides for consanguinity 
relief in respect of stamp duty on transfers 
or conveyances of farmland, on or prior to 
31 December 2015, by a person of any age. 
From 1 January 2016 to 31 December 2017, 
the relief is continued in relation to transfers 
or conveyances of farmland but only where 
the individual transferring or conveying the 
farmland has not reached the age of 67 at 
the date of transfer or conveyance.

Section 125B of the Stamp Duties Consoli-
dation Act (SDCA) 1999

This section relates to the levy on pension 
schemes, which is to expire in 2015.   The 
final payment (0.15% of the aggregate 
market value of assets) is to be made on 25 
September 2015.   

Revenue Commissioners Audits

16/07/2015WRJ01400157. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the up-to-date position for 
2014 in relation to the Revenue Commissioner audits of self-employed contractors; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [29766/15]
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16/07/2015WRJ01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I believe the Deputy is referring to Rev-
enue’s National Contractors  Project, which started in July 2013.  In the period 1 July 2013 to 25 
June 2015, 686 audits of contracting companies and a further 494 audits of the directors of those 
companies were concluded giving rise to additional tax interest and penalties of €17,020,605.  A 
further €179,997 is the subject of enforcement action to recover the amounts due.  The remain-
ing cases are being actively progressed with the expectation that most of these will be finalised 
by the end of this year.

Banks Recapitalisation

16/07/2015WRJ01600158. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if Ireland has prepared an 
application to the European Stability Mechanism for retrospective recapitalisation of the banks; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29767/15]

16/07/2015WRJ01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As you will be aware, the Euro-area 
Heads of State or Government (HoSG) agreed in June 2012 that “it is imperative to break the 
vicious circle between banks and sovereigns” and that when a Single Supervisory Mechanism, 
involving the ECB, is in place and operational, the European Stability Mechanism (ESM) could 
recapitalise banks directly. 

On 8 December 2014, the ESM Board of Governors approved the creation of the Direct 
Recapitalisation Instrument (DRI) in accordance with Article 19 of the ESM Treaty.  The op-
erational framework for the DRI, approved on the same date, includes a specific provision in 
relation to the retroactive application of the instrument.  The guideline states that the potential 
application of the instrument for this purpose should be decided on a case-by-case basis and by 
mutual agreement.  

However, unlike back in 2012, the ESM is no longer the only option open to us to recover 
the money provided to recapitalise our banks.  Investors are now willing to support Irish banks 
again and the market value of our investments has improved accordingly.  My overall objective 
in relation to the State’s investment in the banks is to maximise the return to the Irish taxpayer 
over time. 

In line with this objective my Department is working with AIB, the institution where €20.8 
billion has been invested, on reconfiguring the capital structure and looking at a range of op-
tions available to recoup value from the bank.  I have appointed Goldman Sachs International 
from our panel of financial advisers to provide financial advice in this regard.  The focus will 
be on ensuring that the best decisions are made regarding potential capital restructuring options 
and sequencing in order to maximise the return of cash to the State from our AIB investments 
over time.  While this is just the start of the process, it is an essential first step on the road to 
recovering value for the taxpayer.  All options remain on the table and it is too early to specify 
what steps will be taken next or indeed to put a timeline on decisions.

In relation to Bank of Ireland, the Deputy will be aware that we have already made a net 
positive cash return from our investment in, and support for, the bank.  In addition, we continue 
to hold a valuable equity stake in BOI which, at the current share price, is worth c. €1.7 billion.  
Lastly in relation to ptsb, the situation there is that the company has recently completed a €525 
million capital raise from private investors, this comprised of €400 million equity and €125 mil-
lion AT1 (debt instrument).  As part of the transaction the State sold €98 million worth of shares 
to enable the Company to meet the 25% Free Float requirements of the Irish and London stock 
exchanges.  As a result of the Capital Raise, the State’s holding has been diluted from 99.2% to 
74.9% leaving the state with a valuable equity investment of circa €1.6 billion.  The remaining 
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25% shareholding is held by institutional and retail investors.

  Questions Nos. 159 and 160 answered with Question No. 155.

  Questions Nos. 161 and 162 answered with Question No. 134.

Tax Yield

16/07/2015WRJ02000163. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the yield that would be 
raised by increasing the price of cigarettes by €0.25; and by €0.50, and by these amounts across 
other tobaccos products; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29780/15]

16/07/2015WRJ02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the estimated yield that could be raised in a full year through increasing the tax on 
cigarettes by 25 cent and 50 cent, with a pro rata increase in duty on other tobacco products, is 
in the region of €30m and €60m respectively, assuming no change in consumer behaviour.

VAT Payments

16/07/2015WRJ02200164. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he expects to achieve the 
€100 million in Value Added Tax from changes to how it is applied for cross-border European 
Union telecommunications broadcasting and electronically supplied services, as set out in Bud-
get 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29785/15]

16/07/2015WRJ02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised that at present there is 
no change to the estimate as set out in Budget 2015 in relation to the impact on receipts from 
changes to how VAT is applied for Cross-border EU telecommunications broadcasting and 
electronically supplied services.

On 1 January 2015, new EU VAT rules came into effect changing the place where VAT is 
chargeable in respect of all supplies of telecommunications, broadcasting and e-services to 
consumers.  VAT on these services is now chargeable where the consumer is located instead of 
where the supplier is located.  This ensures that the VAT goes to the Member State in which the 
services are used.  The estimate of €100 million in respect of these changes was based  on two 
specific and immediate VAT inflows into the Irish Exchequer directly resulting from the new 
rules.  The 1st element was the VAT revenue shifting from Luxembourg in respect of services 
bought by Irish consumers from Luxembourg-based suppliers.  The 2nd was VAT revenue shift-
ing from the UK Exchequer in respect of TV broadcasting services currently provided from the 
UK to Irish consumers.  The estimate of €100 million was a combination of these two elements 
and I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that these projections were very accurate.

However, there is a very welcome additional source of revenue that we were unable to esti-
mate at the time.  As a result of the change, businesses are required to register and account for 
VAT in every Member State in which they supply such services to consumers or, alternatively, 
to avail of the optional special scheme known as the Mini  One Stop Shop (MOSS).  The MOSS 
scheme is a simplification scheme which allows a business engaged in those supplies to reg-
ister in a single Member State, to file a single quarterly return and pay its VAT liability for all 
Member States through a web portal in the Member State of registration.  The return details and 
payments are transferred by the Member State of registration to the relevant Member States of 
consumption with the Member State of registration retaining a percentage of the VAT collected.  
The percentage retained is 30% during 2015/6 and 15% during 2017/8. 
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I am advised that the total VAT received from other Member States through the MOSS 
scheme in relation to supplies to consumers in Ireland for Q1 2015 along with VAT retained by 
Revenue amounted to €32.3 million in Q1 2015. 

Tax Data

16/07/2015WRJ02400165. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of interest pay-
ing accounts on which deposit interest retention tax was paid in each year from 2011 to 2014; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29786/15]

16/07/2015WRJ02450166. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the average payment of 
deposit interest retention tax per eligible account in which such a tax liability arose, in each year 
from 2011 to 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29787/15]

16/07/2015WRJ02500168. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the tax forgone as a result 
of the Deposit Interest Retention Tax Exemption Scheme in the years 2012 to 2014; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [29789/15]

16/07/2015WRJ02600169. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of deposit 
savings accounts which in 2014 yielded up to €10,000; and from €10,001 to €25,000; €25,001 
to €50,000; €50,001 to €100,000; €100,001 to €200,000; €200,001 to €300,000; €300,001 to 
€400,000; €400,001 to €500,000; €500,001 to €600,000; €600,001 to €700,000; €700,001 to 
€800,000; €800,001 to €900,000; €900,001 to €1,000,000; and €1 million plus, in deposit inter-
est retention tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29790/15]

16/07/2015WRJ02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 165, 
166, 168 and 169 together.

I am informed by Revenue that the amount of Deposit Interest Retention Tax (DIRT) col-
lected in 2011 to 2014 is available in the “Net Receipts” section of the Revenue’s Statistics 
webpage: http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/index.html. 

I am further informed by Revenue that DIRT on interest bearing deposits is declared and 
paid on a four-times yearly basis by financial institutions: in April, July and October of the tax 
year in question and in the following January.  Returns for each year are due by 15 January of 
the following year and the total value of DIRT due and paid is reported to Revenue on the Janu-
ary returns at institutional level.  Sufficiently detailed figures are not required in these returns 
to identify the numbers of accounts on which DIRT was paid, the average DIRT payment per 
account or the tax forgone resulting from DIRT exemptions.

However, the Deputy may be interested to note that, separately, under regulations as pro-
vided for in Section 891B of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, certain financial institutions, 
such as banks and credit unions, are required to make automatic annual returns at account level 
electronically to Revenue.  The primary purpose of this Section is to provide information for 
use in risk analysis by Revenue and therefore the requirement to report interest focuses on ac-
count holders in receipt of larger payments. 

The information under S891B is provided where the payment of interest is greater than €635 
in a year and in all instances of a first interest payment on newly opened accounts irrespective 
of amount.  These returns include DIRT exempt accounts. 

Returns for 2011, 2012, 2013, & 2014 were due by the end of March 2012, 2013, 2014 and 
2015 respectively.  It is important to note the information received under Section 891B is not 
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limited to individuals but also includes interest payments on accounts held by corporations and 
other entities.  It should also be noted that the reporting threshold was reduced from €635 to 
€300 from 2014 onwards.  To assist financial institutions with the change, the filing deadline for 
2014 returns was extended to 30th June 2015.  As a result, 2014 figures should be considered 
as preliminary. 

The number of interest bearing deposit accounts reported under the S891B regulations for 
2011, 2012, 2013 & 2014 is 1.43 million, 1.22 million, 1.21 million and 1.31 million respec-
tively.  The total value of interest paid to these accounts for 2011, 2012, 2013 & 2014 is €2.42 
billion, €2.10 billion, €1.97 billion and €1.38 billion respectively.  Financial institutions re-
ported that DIRT was not deducted on around 190,100, 197,000, 201,300 and 162,600 of these 
accounts for 2011, 2012, 2013 & 2014 respectively but data on the amount of DIRT forgone in 
respect of such accounts are not available.  These figures are provisional and may be subject to 
revision.

I am advised that a breakdown of the interest payments by range is not readily available. 

Tax Yield

16/07/2015WRJ02900167. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount raised to date 
from the Bank Levy introduced in Budget 2014; the number of institutions to which the Levy 
was applied; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29788/15]

16/07/2015WRJ03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that data relat-
ing to the net receipts for Stamp Duty are available from the statistics webpage of the Revenue 
website at http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/index.html.  In particular, the data which 
the Deputy seeks are available at http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/stamp-duty-receipts.
pdf.   The bank levy, which was introduced in Finance (No 2) Act 2013, was received from 10 
financial institutions.

  Questions Nos. 168 and 169 answered with Question No. 165.

Public Interest Directors

16/07/2015WRJ03200170. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his plans to appoint an 
additional Public Interest Director to the Board of the Bank of Ireland; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29792/15]

16/07/2015WRJ03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I can confirm for the Deputy that I have 
notified Bank of Ireland that my current intention is to appoint a replacement director in due 
course to the board of Bank of Ireland, following the sad loss of Mr. Joe Walsh.  

16/07/2015WRK00150Banking Sector Staff

16/07/2015WRK00200171. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when a new chief executive 
of Allied Irish Banks will be appointed; the steps that have been taken in this process, in 2015 
to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29793/15]

16/07/2015WRK00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): AIB announced on 29th May 2015 that 
Mr. Bernard Byrne would take up the post of Chief Executive Officer of the bank effective from 
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that date.  This appointment followed a search and selection process undertaken by the board of 
the bank following the resignation of the previous CEO on 19th January 2015.  The full text of 
the bank’s announcement is available on its website and can be accessed via the following link:

http://investorrelations.aib.ie/content/dam/aib/investorrelations/docs/se-announce-
ments/2015/aib-announces-ceo-appointment-29-May-2015.pdf  

 

16/07/2015WRK00350Bank Guarantee Scheme Administration

16/07/2015WRK00400172. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated funds cov-
ered by the eligible liabilities guarantee; the rate at which this will decline; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [29796/15]

16/07/2015WRK00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): On the 26th February 2013, following a 
decision by the Cabinet, it was announced that the ELG Scheme would end for new liabilities 
at midnight on 28th March 2013.  Liabilities incurred after January 2010 and before midnight 
on 28th March 2013 remain covered until their next maturity subject to a maximum term of 5 
years (28th March 2018).  

At the date of ending the Scheme for new liabilities, coverage of the ELG stood at c. €74.6 
billion.  Since the ending of the scheme the covered liabilities have begun to mature from that 
date.  By end-April 2015, ELG exposure has fallen, following the run-off of maturing deposits 
and bonds, to c. €4.1 billion.  It is expected that the covered liabilities will reduced significantly 
by 2018. it is intended that a reforecast exercise in respect of the remaining covered liabilities 
will be carried out with the relevant financial institutions. 

  Questions Nos. 173 and 174 answered with Question No. 134.

16/07/2015WRK00650Property Tax

16/07/2015WRK00700175. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of refunds that 
have been completed for second-hand home buyers who were incorrectly charged the local 
property tax in 2013; when the process will be completed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [29801/15]

16/07/2015WRK00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that the re-
funds to which the Deputy refers arose from the initial interpretation of Section 8 of the Finance 
(Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended).

The Section was originally interpreted as benefitting first-time buyers of second hand hous-
es but was subsequently deemed to benefit any person who purchased a second hand house in 
2013 as a sole or main residence.  The exemption did not extend to individuals who purchased 
second hand properties in 2013 for purposes other than as a sole or main residence.

As a consequence of the initial interpretation some home owners were charged and paid 
LPT where they were entitled to benefit from the exemption.  Once the revised interpretation 
was confirmed Revenue carried out a review of properties purchased during 2013 to ascertain 
entitlement to the exemption. 

The review identified in excess of 12,000 properties with possible entitlement to the relief, 
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each of which was individually examined.  The relief was granted in over 4,000 cases and pay-
ments were refunded to almost 1,100 of those property owners.  The balance of the eligible 
cases had not paid the LPT so no refunds were due.  In excess of 7,000 cases were found to be 
ineligible for various reasons, for example rental properties.

Revenue has confirmed that the process has been largely completed at this point with the 
exception of less than 600 cases who have not yet responded to correspondence issued by Rev-
enue.

16/07/2015WRK00850Universal Social Charge Payments

16/07/2015WRK00900176. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the additional 3% uni-
versal social charge paid by self-employed persons earning over €100,000 expires at the end of 
2015; if the budgetary projection for 2016, published in the stability programme update, takes 
account of this; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29806/15]

16/07/2015WRK01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The additional 3% Universal Social 
Charge paid by self-employed persons earning over €100,000 is provided for in subsection 2 
of section 531AN, of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997.  This legislation was introduced in 
Finance Act 2011, and at that time included a provision that the measure would cease to have 
effect for the tax year 2015 and subsequent years.  The USC provisions in Section 531AN have 
been amended in subsequent Finance Acts.

The additional 3% USC charge on relevant income in excess of €100,000 was extended in 
Finance Act 2014 as part of the overall tax package and no expiry date was included in those 
provisions.   As the Deputy is aware, all income tax and USC elements of the income tax system 
are considered as part of the annual Budget and Finance Bill process.

The budgetary projection for 2016 published in the Stability Programme Update takes ac-
count of all previous budgetary decisions, and therefore includes the additional 3% Universal 
Social Charge payable by self-employed persons.

16/07/2015WRK01050Insurance Compensation Fund

16/07/2015WRK01100177. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the current balance in the 
Insurance Compensation Fund, his views that it is adequate to meet all possible claims on it; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29807/15]

16/07/2015WRK01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Insurance Compensation Fund was 
established by the Insurance Act 1964.   Its purpose is to protect policy holders in the event of 
their insurer becoming insolvent.  The management and administration of the Insurance Com-
pensation Fund is under the control of the President of the High Court acting through the Office 
of the Accountant of the Courts of Justice. 

The Central Bank of Ireland has responsibility under Section 6 of the Insurance Act 1964 to 
assess the Fund from time to time to see if it needs financial support.  Where the Central Bank 
is of the opinion that the state of the ICF is such that financial support should be provided for 
it, it is allowed determine an appropriate contribution to be paid to the ICF by each insurer or 
insurer authorised in another Member State.  This is calculated as a percentage determined by 
the Central Bank, not exceeding 2 per cent, of the aggregate of the gross premiums paid to the 
insurer or insurer authorised in another Member State in respect of policies issued in respect of 
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risks in Ireland.  Currently, the levy is set at 2 per cent.

The role of the Minister for Finance in relation to the ICF is prescribed in Insurance Act 
1964.  The Minister may, on the recommendation of the Central Bank, advance from time to 
time to the ICF such sum as he thinks proper to enable payments out of the Fund to be made 
expeditiously.  Advances shall be made on such terms as to repayment, interest and other mat-
ters as may be determined by the Minister for Finance after consulting the Central Bank. 

As Minister for Finance I also have a role to protect the interests of the Exchequer, and in 
that context I seek to ensure that any call on the ICF is kept to a minimum. 

The balance of the Insurance Compensation Fund as at the 14th July 2015 was €20,433,116.82.  
It is anticipated that the Insurance Compensation Fund will be adequately funded to meet all 
expected claims on the fund.

16/07/2015WRK01250Tax Rebates

16/07/2015WRK01300178. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of hauliers 
availing of the rebate scheme for auto diesel; the total amount of the rebate in 2013 and 2014; 
his plans to streamline the process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29808/15]

16/07/2015WRK01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Revenue Commissioners inform me 
that there are 2,139 qualifying road transport operators currently availing of the diesel rebate 
scheme.  The total amount repaid to date for 2013 and 2014 is €0.7m and €22.7m, respectively. 

To qualify for the repayment, a road transport operator must comply with certain require-
ments and conditions of the scheme.  These requirements are designed to protect the scheme 
from abuse and restrict its application to legitimate operators.  I am satisfied that the current ar-
rangements reflect an appropriate balance between the need to process claims efficiently while 
controlling effectively the risk of  fraudulent claims and I have no plans to change them.

16/07/2015WRK01450Deposit Guarantee Scheme

16/07/2015WRK01500179. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of deposits cov-
ered by the deposit guarantee scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29809/15]

16/07/2015WRK01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank of Ireland is respon-
sible for the operation of the Deposit Guarantee Scheme (DGS), which covers licensed credit 
institutions operating in the State.  

The DGS covers deposits up to €100,000 per eligible depositor per credit institution.  The 
amount of covered deposits currently stands at approximately €87bn.

16/07/2015WRK01650Seed Capital Scheme

16/07/2015WRK01700180. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the tax expenditure, and 
the number of participants and jobs supported under the employment and investment incentive 
and seed capital scheme, in each year since its inception; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [29810/15]

16/07/2015WRK01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): A wide range of statistical informa-
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tion is available on the Revenue Commissioners’ Statistics webpage: http://www.revenue.ie/en/
about/statistics/index.html.  

In relation to the Deputy’s question, the latest detailed information on the costs of allow-
ances and reliefs can be found in http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/index.html under 
the heading ‘Costs of Tax Expenditures’.  The relevant lines are “Employment and Investment 
Incentive (EII)’’ and “Investment in Seed Capital”.  The latest full year for which information 
is available is 2013. 

Provisional information for 2014 indicates that the cost for that year is likely to be in the 
region of €18.8 million for the Employment and Investment Incentive with 1,395 investors (in-
cluding 5 EII funds) and 239 companies.  For 2014, the current estimate of the cost associated 
with investments under the Seed Capital scheme is €1.8 million in relation to 59 investors and 
54 companies.

Data in relation to the number of jobs supported should become available at a later stage.  
Under the terms of the incentive, relief in respect of 30% of the amount invested in a qualify-
ing company is granted to the investor in the year of investment, while the balance is only due 
where it has been proven that employment levels have increased at the company at the end of 
the holding period (3 years), or where evidence is provided that the company used the capital 
raised for expenditure on research and development.  Claims for the balance of the relief are 
due from this year.

16/07/2015WRK01850Small and Medium Enterprises Debt

16/07/2015WRK01900181. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the latest information he 
has available as to the amount of small and medium enterprise debt outstanding; the amount 
which is in arrears; the amount classified as non-performing; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29811/15]

16/07/2015WRK02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Central Bank 
that they do not publish statistics on SME debt as part of any of their statistical series.  How-
ever, the Bank do publish the level of outstanding debt, through the statistical release “Trends 
in Business Credit and Deposits: Q1 2015”, which indicates that total loans by Irish resident 
credit institutions to Irish resident SMEs was €52.8 billion at end-March.  This publication 
is available on the Central Bank website at http://www.centralbank.ie/polstats/stats/cmab/
Documents/2015q1_Trends_Business_Credit_and_Deposits.pdf

The Deputy may be interested in the Central Bank publication “SME Market Report 2015 
H1”, which reports on SME default numbers (as per the Basel II definition of default).  This 
publication is available on the Central Bank website: http://www.centralbank.ie/publications/
Documents/SME%20Market%20Report%202015H1.pdf.

16/07/2015WRK02050Ireland Strategic Investment Fund Investments

16/07/2015WRK02100182. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of projects in 
which the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund has invested; the number of new jobs created as a 
result of these projects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29812/15]

16/07/2015WRK02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Ireland Strategic Investment Fund 
(ISIF) recently published its first Baseline Economic Impact Report. Key figures show that as 
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at 31 December 2014: 

 -  ISIF had committed €1.4 billion to investments in Ireland, with €726 million already 
drawn down.

 - 79 Irish companies and projects with a combined annual turnover of €472 million benefit 
from ISIF investment 

 -  Approximately 8,362 jobs are supported directly and indirectly by ISIF investments. 

Further information is available online at:  http://www.ntma.ie/business-areas/ireland-stra-
tegic-investment-fund/  

16/07/2015WRK02250Tax Residency

16/07/2015WRK02300183. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of Irish incor-
porated companies that are not judged to be resident here under the test of management and 
control, and which have advised the Revenue Commissioners as to where they are actually 
resident, since the change announced in budget 2014; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [29813/15]

16/07/2015WRK02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I would refer the Deputy to my previ-
ous answer to him from 5th February 2015 (Parliamentary Question Number 5372/15) which 
dealt with the change in company residence rules that I announced in Budget 2015.

As I explained at that time, I am advised by the Revenue Commissioner that they have been 
advised of companies that will be affected by the change in residence rules arising from Section 
39 of the Finance (No. 2) Act 2013.  Because of the small number of cases companies involved, 
however, and having regard to the obligation in relation to confidentiality of taxpayer informa-
tion, Revenue is precluded from providing the information requested.

16/07/2015WRK02450Mortgage Arrears Rate

16/07/2015WRK02500184. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of residential 
mortgage holders in the Irish market classified as non-co-operating, under the Code of Conduct 
on Mortgage Arrears; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29814/15]

16/07/2015WRK02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Central Bank that 
it does not publish statistics in relation to the number of non-cooperating borrowers under the 
Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA).  My Department publishes monthly data on 
mortgage arrears and restructures but it does not include data on non-cooperating borrowers.  It 
is, therefore, not possible, to provide the Deputy with the requested breakdown of mortgage 
holders in the Irish market classified as non-cooperating.  

It is worth repeating, however, that it is imperative that borrowers in arrears engage with 
their lender through timely responses to communications and cooperation with the preparation 
of the standard financial statement to avoid the risk of being classified as non-cooperating.

16/07/2015WRK02650Mortgage Data

16/07/2015WRK02700185. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of residential 
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mortgages held by Irish banks that have been securitised; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29815/15]

16/07/2015WRK02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank does not publish the 
number of securitised mortgages. However, Table A.18.2 of the Money, Credit and Banking 
statistics gives the value of securitised mortgages (no longer on the balance sheet of credit in-
stitutions) advanced to Irish resident private households for the purpose of house purchase by 
within-the-State offices of credit institutions. 

This total was €36.7 billion at end-March 2015. 

16/07/2015WRK02850Tax Reliefs Data

16/07/2015WRK02900186. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of customers 
for whom tax relief on their private medical insurance is capped; the percentage this is of all 
customers claiming tax relief on private medical insurance; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29816/15]

16/07/2015WRK03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, since 16 
October 2013, tax relief for medical insurance premiums has been restricted to the first €1,000 
per adult and the first €500 per child insured.  Any portion of premium paid in excess of these 
ceilings no longer qualifies for tax relief.  Prior to this, income tax relief for medical insurance 
premiums was provided at source, at the standard rate of income tax, on the entire premium 
amount regardless of cost.  Therefore, the State was paying 20% of the cost of all private medi-
cal insurance premiums. 

I am informed by Revenue that returns for the year 2014, the first full year of operation of 
the ceiling, are not yet available, and therefore it is not possible as yet to determine the number 
of customers for whom tax relief was capped.  It was estimated at the time of the introduction 
of the measure that 577,000 policy holders that provide cover for 1.1 million individuals may 
be affected by the ceilings. 

Notwithstanding the recent reform, the tax system is still supporting those who can afford 
private medical insurance with the cost of the relief estimated at €354 million in 2014.  Ef-
fectively that means that some taxpayers who could never afford private health insurance, or 
who have had to give up their policies due to personal circumstances, are continuing to provide 
financial support via the tax system to those individuals who can afford such insurance. 

It should be noted that the Commission on Taxation in its 2009 report recommended the 
retention of medical insurance relief but that it should be limited.  The introduction in Budget 
2014 of an upper ceiling on the amount of medical insurance premiums that qualify for tax re-
lief achieved this recommendation.

16/07/2015WRL00200Tax Yield

16/07/2015WRL00300187. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of capital ac-
quisitions tax paid in each year from 2010 to 2014, inclusive, in respect of farm buildings and 
farm land; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29817/15]

16/07/2015WRL00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that a break-
down of Capital Acquisitions Tax (CAT) paid in respect of farm buildings and farm land is not 
available. The Deputy may be interested to know that general information pertaining to Capital 
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Acquisitions tax net receipts is available on the Revenue statistical webpage at http://www.
revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/index.html. Specifically, the CAT net receipts can be accessed at 
http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/cat-receipts.pdf. 

16/07/2015WRL00500Pension Provisions

16/07/2015WRL00600188. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance his plans to reverse the 4% cap on 
withdrawal from approved medium retirement funds in circumstances such as a case (details 
supplied). [29841/15]

16/07/2015WRL00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Finance Act 2014 introduced changes 
to allow owners of approved minimum retirement funds (AMRFs) to draw down up to 4% of 
the assets of such funds on one occasion in each year instead of the facility to draw-down the 
accrued income and gains of such funds, as had applied prior to the changes. 

I should explain by way of background, that under the flexible options at retirement arrange-
ments (the so-called Approved Retirement Fund or “ARF option”), where an individual in a 
Defined Contribution pension savings arrangement is under age 75 at the time of exercising the 
option and does not meet the guaranteed pension income requirement of €12,700 per annum, 
that individual must place a maximum “set aside” amount of €63,500 (or the remainder of the 
pension funds if less than €63,500 after taking the retirement lump sum) in an AMRF or pur-
chase an annuity with those funds.   

Any amount of remaining pension funds in excess of €63,500 can be invested in an ARF 
with access to those funds at the owner’s discretion, subject to tax at the marginal rate.   

The purpose of the AMRF is to ensure that an individual without the minimum guaranteed 
pension income for life has a pension “nest-egg” to provide for the latter years of his/her retire-
ment. Up to Finance Act 2014, the capital invested in an AMRF could not be accessed, except 
to purchase an annuity, until the AMRF owner reached age 75 (or meets the guaranteed pension 
income requirement before then) at which point the AMRF becomes an ARF with unrestricted 
access to the funds, subject to taxation. While the capital sum in an AMRF could not be ac-
cessed, as set out, any income, profits or gains accrued from the investment of the capital could, 
up to now, be withdrawn by the AMRF owner, subject to tax at the marginal rate.   

I decided to change the arrangements for AMRFs so as to allow AMRF owners voluntary, 
tax-liable access to a maximum of 4% of their AMRF assets each year up to the point at which 
the AMRF becomes an ARF. This change provides AMRF owners with access to a definitive 
and certain level of income from their AMRF rather than the uncertain level of income which 
access to the accrued income, profits and gains in the AMRF provided. 

Under the previous access arrangements for AMRFs, the extent of any income, profit or 
gains would depend on the performance of the investment options taken and could, therefore, 
be highly volatile with the possibility of little or no gains accruing in certain years. In addition, 
the scale of the capital allowed for in an AMRF, at €63,500, would not always permit for invest-
ment returns of any significant scale to be made using a prudent investment policy.  In this con-
text, it would be unusual for the capital in an AMRF to both make the scale of the annual gains 
set out in the details supplied with the question while also paying out those gains each year.   

The change allowing access to a specified percentage of the capital in an AMRF is primarily 
aimed at those individuals whose AMRF constitutes a significant part of their retirement funds 
and who, while not wishing to purchase a pension annuity with those funds, may require access 
to a portion of these funds to provide a more certain form of supplementary pension income 
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prior to reaching age 75. This facility also ensures that an individual will have some remaining 
funds in the AMRF at age 75 to provide for their remaining years, assuming the individual has 
not purchased a pension annuity in the meantime.   

Individuals whose AMRF represents a less significant part of their retirement funds and 
whose circumstances would allow for greater investment risk and, therefore, potentially greater 
investment returns will be limited to the 4% level of asset draw down. However, this draw down 
will also be available to them for periods when their AMRF investments make losses or returns 
of less than 4% of the value of their AMRF assets and where, under the previous arrangement, 
they would not have been able to make a draw down or a drawdown of a lesser value than will 
now be permitted.   

Based on the details supplied, the AMRF owner would also have the option of using part of 
the AMRF funds to purchase a small pension annuity equal to the difference between the State 
pension in payment to her and the guaranteed pension income requirement of €12,700 per an-
num, thereby allowing the conversion of the remaining AMRF funds into an ARF, giving full 
access to the funds, subject to taxation.   

Finally, I consider that the change to the access arrangements for AMRFs will be to the ben-
efit of AMRF owners, generally, and I have no plans to reverse it at this time. I will, however, 
bear in mind the circumstances of this case in considering the detail of the ARF option which, 
in common with other matters, will be reviewed as part of the preparations for the forthcoming 
Budget and Finance Bill.

16/07/2015WRL00800Tax Code

16/07/2015WRL00900189. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details of the 
handling by the Revenue Commissioners of super levy fines imposed on farmers in 2015; if 
these fines can be set-off against the farmers’ income in their

accounts this year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29905/15]

16/07/2015WRL01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that payments made by dairy farmers in respect of milk quota super levy (under SI 227 
of 2008, as amended and Council Regulation EC 1234/2007, as amended) are classified as an 
expense of the trade.  As such, the super levy is tax deductible in the year in which the expense 
is recognised in the farmer’s accounts.

16/07/2015WRL01100Tax Code

16/07/2015WRL01200190. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance his views on the capital 
acquisitions tax thresholds; his plans to increase the thresholds; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [29946/15]

16/07/2015WRL01300199. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Finance his plans to review the caps 
and thresholds of the capital acquisition tax system given the increase in property prices which 
means that family members can now incur significant tax bills if they wish to retain their origi-
nal family home in the family when it is not their principal private residence; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30089/15]

16/07/2015WRL01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 190 
and 199 together.
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This issue has been raised with me by Deputies and others in recent months and I am con-
scious of the concerns involved. 

Capital Acquisitions Tax applies to the beneficiary of a gift or inheritance rather than to the 
person making the gift or inheritance. While the rate of CAT is 33% each person has a number 
of life-time thresholds for gifts and inheritances which they can receive tax free. These are 
based on the relationship to the person who has made the gift or bequest.

The Group A threshold of €225,000 applies primarily in cases where an asset passes from 
a parent to a child. The Group B threshold of €30,150 applies primarily to transfers between 
other close relatives. The Group C threshold of €15,075 applies between more distant relations 
and people who are not related. 

The 33% rate of CAT applies on assets received by a person above the relevant threshold. 
Gifts and inheritances between spouses and civil partners are exempt from CAT.  

Over the last number of years the CAT thresholds have been reduced a number of times, 
while the rate has been increased. These changes were necessary in order to maintain the yield 
from capital taxes in a period of falling asset prices so that such taxes would continue to make a 
contribution to our efforts to consolidate the public finances. Moreover, the views of the OECD, 
supported by our own economic research, is that taxes on property and other fixed capital, such 
as CAT, are less harmful and distortionary to economic growth than taxes on work or consump-
tion. As the economic recovery continues to take hold, I began this year to focus available 
resources on reducing the burden of taxation on earned income and take-home pay where high 
taxes impact on competitiveness, economic growth and job creation. That will continue to be 
my main focus.

That said, I do recognise that recent growth in property values has implications for the li-
abilities that can arise from capital acquisitions tax. It is for this reason that, as I have said in 
response to a number of other recent Parliamentary Questions on this matter, I am reviewing the 
various aspects of this tax in the context of the preparations for Budget 2016 and the subsequent 
Finance Bill. 

16/07/2015WRL01500Tax Code

16/07/2015WRL01600191. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to reduce the rate 
of deposit interest retention tax which penalises savers; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29952/15]

16/07/2015WRL01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, it is stan-
dard practice for the Minister for Finance to review all tax expenditures and reliefs in the run up 
to annual Budgets. It is also a long-standing practice of the Minister for Finance not to comment 
on any tax matters that could be the subject of Budget decisions.

In recent years the DIRT rate has been increased to raise additional revenue.  The Govern-
ment decided to increase the rate of Deposit Interest Retention Tax (DIRT) (previously 33%) to 
41% in Budget 2014.  The higher rate of DIRT (previously 36%) for interest paid less frequently 
than annually was  abolished, and  all deposit interest is now liable to DIRT at the same rate 
(41%). 

Up to 2009, individuals may have been taxable on other income at the higher rate of income 
tax but were only liable to pay tax on interest income at 20%.      Previous DIRT rates were 
below the higher rate of income tax, and this, in effect, incentivised saving. The decision to 
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raise the rate of DIRT was taken to encourage spending in the economy with a view to stimulat-
ing growth and employment.

Certain exemptions apply from DIRT, the main ones include - 

- Individuals aged over 65 (subject to income limits) 

- Permanently Incapacitated Individuals

- Companies, Pension Funds and Charities (Irish resident companies pay tax on investment 
income at 25%)

- Non-Resident Account Holders.

16/07/2015WRL01800Credit Unions Regulation

16/07/2015WRL01900192. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance his views on the limit that 
one can save with a credit union; his plans to review this limit; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [29953/15]

16/07/2015WRL02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Credit Union and Co-operation 
with Overseas Regulators Act 2012 provides the Central Bank with powers to make regula-
tions. Before making regulations, the Central Bank must consult with the Minister, the Credit 
Union Advisory Committee and any other body that has expertise or knowledge or that the 
Central Bank considers appropriate.

I have been informed by the Central Bank that it issued a consultation paper on 27 No-
vember 2014 entitled Consultation on Regulations for Credit Unions on commencement of the 
remaining sections of the 2012 Act - CP88. The Central Bank provided a 3 month consultation 
period and the closing date for submissions was 27 February 2015.

The draft savings regulations set out in CP88 propose that all credit unions can have indi-
vidual member’s savings of up to a maximum of €100,000. A maximum individual members’ 
savings limit of €100,000 would ensure the protection of members’ savings and continues to 
ensure that credit unions’ funding is sufficiently diversified and is not dependent on a small 
number of members. The Central Bank is mindful of the potential financial stability impact on 
the wider credit union sector of any credit union member losing savings. 

The Central Bank informs me that it has reviewed all submissions received on CP88 and is 
currently in the process of finalising the regulations. 

While the making of regulations is a matter for the Central Bank, under section 84A of 
the Credit Union Act 1997, as Minister for Finance, I will be consulted on proposed regula-
tions. My priority is always the protection of credit union members’ savings and the stability of 
the sector as a whole. 

16/07/2015WRL02100Financial Services Regulation

16/07/2015WRL02200193. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to review the 
Central Bank of Ireland’s new lending limits on financial institutions; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29954/15]

16/07/2015WRL02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume the Deputy is referring to 



Questions - Written Answers

230

the new macro prudential rules for residential mortgage lending put in place earlier this year 
by the Central Bank of Ireland.  These measures provide that, in respect of a mortgage for a 
principal dwelling home, first time buyers will be subject to a maximum mortgage loan to 
value (LTV) of 90% for a property valued up to €220,000 and subject to an 80% LTV on any 
excess value above that amount.  For non-first time buyers, a mortgage will be limited to 80% 
of the value of the principal dwelling home.  In addition, there is a loan to income limit of 3.5 
times gross annual income.  However, these macro prudential measures also allow a certain 
flexibility to lenders to exceed these thresholds when assessing individual cases.   

The primary objective of these regulations is to increase the resilience of the banking and 
household sectors to the property market and to reduce the risk of bank credit and house price 
spirals from developing in the future.  While the Central Bank is independent in setting such 
macro prudential measures for regulated financial service providers, it has indicated that it will 
monitor the impact and effectiveness of the measures in achieving its stated objectives.  It will 
also maintain a continuing research effort to evaluate macro prudential policy to help ensure its 
optimum deployment.

16/07/2015WRL02400Tax Code

16/07/2015WRL02500194. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if refund of income tax is 
payable in respect of rent paid in the past three years, in the case of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29957/15]

16/07/2015WRL02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Revenue 
Commissioners that the named parties have not submitted claims for rent paid.

Revenue has written to the named individuals, at the address provided, advising them of 
how to make a claim for Rent Relief.

16/07/2015WRL02700Departmental Advertising Expenditure

16/07/2015WRL02800195. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance the total cost of public adver-
tising, statutory and non-statutory, funded by his Department in 2013 and 2014; the correspond-
ing figure for agencies under the control of his Department; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30025/15]

16/07/2015WRL02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The information requested by the Dep-
uty is set out in the following tables.

Department of Finance

Total Cost of Public Adver-
tising 

2014 2013

Amount (€) 240,993.99* 156,869.67**
*€214,800.11 relates to the Credit Review Office and is reimbursed by the participating 

banks

**€156,869.67 relates to the Credit Review Office and is reimbursed by the participating 
banks
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Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General

Advertising costs 2014 2013
Amount (€) 1,660.50 3,095.01

Revenue

Advertising expenditure relates to critical aspects of Revenue’s business operations, includ-
ing advertising related to payment of the Local Property Tax, P35 end of year return filing by 
employers, the self-assessed tax return filing deadline and the Home Renovation Incentive. 

2013: €1.788m, of which approximately €230,000 related to statutory advertising

2014: €1.609m, of which approximately €203,000 related to statutory advertising 

Credit Union Restructuring Board (REBO)

Total Cost of Public Adver-
tising 

2014 2013

Amount (€) 11,000 6,000

Investor Compensation Company Limited

Advertising costs 2014 2013
Amount (€) 3,684.98 8,237.33

Central Bank of Ireland

Information in relation to the Central Bank of Ireland is not to hand. I will forward it to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.   

National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA)

Advertising costs 2014 2013
Amount (€)* 35,609 245,191

*State Savings Scheme 

 National Asset Management Agency (NAMA)

Total NAMA advertising expenditure in 2013 and 2014 is set out as follows:

Agency 2014 2013
National Asset Management 
Agency 

€18,360 (Joint venture ex-
pression of interests adver-
tisement)

€23,800 (Online advertising 
of NAMA’s 80/20 Deferred 
Mortgage Initiative and in-
ternational marketing initia-
tive)
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16/07/2015WRL03000Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRL03100196. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance the cost in 2013 and 2014 of 
printing reports by his Department and agencies under the control of his Department; the cor-
responding figure for annual reports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30040/15]

16/07/2015WRL03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the Deputy’s question my 
Department has its own Print Room with two staff which provides shared print services to both 
my Department and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  The budget allocations 
exclusive of staff costs in respect of the services provided by the print room for 2013 and 2014 
were €41,500 and €68,327 respectively. The annual allocation is to cover the costs associated 
with printing such as paper, binders and machinery maintenance required for the smooth opera-
tion of the print room. The reports produced in-house in 2013 and 2014 included the Budget 
booklets, the Annual Expenditure reports and the Revised Estimates. In addition the print room 
has assisted a number of Departments including the Department of the Taoiseach and the De-
partment of Foreign Affairs in relation to the printing of urgent and confidential reports in the 
period in question.

In respect of bodies under the aegis of my Department the following table gives details of 
the amount spent on printing reports externally in the years 2013 and 2014.

Details of the amounts spent on printing reports in 2013 and 2014

Name of Report Cost of publishing reports in 
2013 
€

Cost of publishing reports in 
2014 
€

Financial Services Ombuds-
man’s Bureau reports

11,220 10,958

Irish Fiscal Advisory Coun-
cil reports

  2,188   1,859

National Treasury Manage-
ment Agency Annual Report

  6,300   6,300

National Development 
Finance Agency Annual 
Report

  1,760   2,371

National Pension Reserve 
Fund Commission Annual 
Report

  2,730   2.883

Carbon Fund  Annual Report   1,850   1,850
Office of the Comptroller 
and Auditor General Report

  1,427      812

Annual Report of the So-
cial Finance Foundation for 
2012* and 2013

  1,500*   1,500

Details in respect of the Central Bank of Ireland will be forwarded directly to the Deputy.

16/07/2015WRL03300Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRL03400197. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance the cost in 2013 and 2014 
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of issuing hard copy payslips to staff or retired staff by his Department and agencies under the 
control of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30055/15]

16/07/2015WRL03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The information requested in respect of 
my Department is set out in the following table:

2013 €
Postage €84,882.25
Payslips purchased €5,332.05
Machinery maintenance €4,840.78
Total €95,055.08
2014 €
Postage €55,123.92
Payslips purchased €5,243.49
Machinery maintenance €4,840.78
Total €65,208.19

Most of the costs are attributable to pension payment activity. An Post’s bulk discount postal 
rates were used where they were available.  The figure above do not include the following: 
stocks of payslips on hand at year end; costs of issuing P60s to pensioners; costs of staff operat-
ing machinery used to prepare the payslips for issue. Much of the higher costs in 2013 reflects 
additional issues of payslips due to the reductions in pensions arising from the Haddington 
Road Agreement, as well as some additional targeted mailshots to payees in relation to develop-
ments in the pension payment service.

Prior to the transfer of the activity to the new Payroll Shared Service Centre in September 
2014, my Department supplied a payroll service on an agency basis to a number of Departments 
and Offices and for salaries charged to the Central Fund. Online payslips were available to staff 
obviating the need to produce hard copy versions. However, hard copy payslips would have 
issued in particular circumstances, for example, to staff absent on maternity leave and staff of 
certain client Departments who did not have access to online payslips. 

The Office of the Paymaster General, which is part of my Department, provides a pen-
sion payment service for: retired civil servants paid from the Superannuation Vote; retirees 
of various other State bodies and programmes; pensioners paid from the Central Fund. There 
are currently over 32,000 pensioners in payment. The automatic issue of a payslip with every 
fortnightly pension payment ended in November 2012. New arrangements were put in place 
whereby hardcopy payslips are only posted to all pensioners for the final pension payment of 
the year and for the first payment of the new year. In addition, a payslip is posted to a pensioner 
where his/her net pension payment changes by more than €7.50 compared to the amount paid 
to him/her in the previous fortnight. An online payslip has also been made available to pension-
ers. It is estimated that these new arrangements save my Department approximately €450,000 
per annum. 

The pension payment activity is due to transfer from my Department to the Payroll Shared 
Service Centre in September 2015.

The position in respect of the agencies under my Department is as follows:

The Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General:

The cost of issuing hard copy payslips to staff was  €2,509.12 in 2013 and €2,696.68 in 
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2014.

Revenue:

I am advised by Revenue that the estimated cost of issuing hard copy payslips to Revenue 
employees was €1,700 in 2013 and €1,700 in 2014.  Revenue’s policy is that all staff receive 
their payslips electronically. The only exception is in a small number of cases where the indi-
viduals do not have access to the payroll system, for example during maternity leave or long 
term sick leave.

Central Bank of Ireland:

Information in relation to the Central Bank of Ireland is not to hand. I will forward it to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.

National Treasury Management Agency (including National Asset Management Agency 
and Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland):

The NTMA outsources the provision of payroll administration services to a third party ser-
vice provider - currently PwC.  While hardcopy payslips are supplied, this is part of the overall 
service provided and no service fee reduction would accrue from a switch to a soft copy service.

16/07/2015WRL03600Ministerial Travel

16/07/2015WRL03700198. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline and 
itemise all expenditure undertaken by his Department, on private travel for him and-or for his 
private office; on legal fees; on consultancy fees; on hotel accommodation, during the 12-month 
period to 30 June 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30070/15]

16/07/2015WRL03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Department does not pay for the 
private travel undertaken by me or by staff in my private office, nor does the Department pay for 
accommodation for my private office staff which is associated with their private travel. There 
were no legal or consultancy fees for myself  or for my private office for the twelve month pe-
riod to 30 June 2015.  The costs of hotel accommodation for myself and my private office, in 
respect of work for my Department, are set out in the table.

Hotel Costs - 01 July 2014 to 30 June 2015
Minister Michael 
Noonan
Transaction Date  Date Paid  Location  Cost
12/05/2015 23/06/2015  Brussels (Eurogroup/Ecofin) €180.00  
10/03/2015 05/05/2015  Brussels (Eurogroup/Ecofin) €180.00  
17/02/2015 31/03/2015  Brussels (Eurogroup/Ecofin) €180.00  
26/02/2015 31/03/2015  London (Ministerial Investor Pro-

gramme) 
€536.15  

27/01/2015 24/02/2015  Brussels (Eurogroup/Ecofin) €196.15  
07/11/2014 25/11/2014  Brussels (Eurogroup/Ecofin) €180.00  
20/06/2014 23/07/2014  Luxembourg(Eurogroup/Ecofin) €198.00  
24/01/2015 02/04/2015  China (President Higgins State 

Visit) 
€503.60  
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Minister Michael 
Noonan
Transaction Date  Date Paid  Location  Cost
23/12/2014 05/03/2014  China (President Higgins State 

Visit) 
€1,019.88  

08/09/2014 02/12/2014  Luxembourg (Eurogroup/Ecofin) €208.75  
17/03/2014 07/08/2014  Toronto (Ministerial Visit to Cana-

da) 
€441.95  

Private Office Staff        
Transaction Date  Date Paid  Location  Cost
20/06/2014 23/07/2014  Luxembourg (Eurogroup/Ecofin) €198.00  
10/10/2014 29/10/2014  Milan (Informal Ecofin) €608.00  
07/11/2014 25/11/2014  Brussels(Eurogroup/Ecofin) €180.00  
08/09/2014 02/12/2014  Luxembourg(Eurogroup/Ecofin) €208.75  
27/01/2015 24/02/2015  Brussels (Eurogroup/Ecofin) €196.15  
23/12/2014 05/03/2015  China (President Higgins State 

Visit) 
€869.90  

18/12/2014 05/03/2015  China (President Higgins State 
Visit) 

€438.21  

17/02/2015 31/03/2015  Brussels (Eurogroup/Ecofin) €180.00  
26/02/2015 31/03/2015  London (Ministerial Investor Pro-

gramme) 
€535.80  

24/01/2015 02/04/2015  China (President Higgins State 
Visit) 

€330.56  

10/03/2015 05/05/2015  Brussels (Eurogroup/Ecofin) €180.00  
12/05/2015 23/06/2015  Brussels (Eurogroup/Ecofin) €180.00  

Question No. 199 answered with Question No. 190.

16/07/2015WRL04000Legislative Measures

16/07/2015WRL04100200. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider defer-
ring the commencement of the remaining sections of the Credit Union and Co-operation with 
Overseas Regulators Act 2012 until such time as the serious concerns of credit unions and their 
members are sufficiently considered by the Central Bank of Ireland, and duly factored into any 
new regulations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30093/15]

16/07/2015WRL04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Credit Union and Co-operation 
with Overseas Regulators Act 2012 was signed into law by the President of Ireland on 19 De-
cember 2012. Following enactment, different parts of the 2012 Act have been commenced in 
tranches at different times. This approach was taken, as the Department is cognisant of the fact 
that credit unions needed time to implement all aspects of the 2012 Act and so has informed the 
timeline for implementation of the various measures on different dates.

The remaining sections of the 2012 Act, when commenced, will replace, amend or supple-
ment existing sections of the 1997 Act. 

The introduction of the new sections into the 1997 Act by the 2012 Act will, in effect, re-
move some of the requirements (including limits) that currently exist in certain sections and 
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will provide regulation making powers to the Central Bank. The new sections will also contain 
a number of new requirements.  

On 27 November 2014 the Central Bank issued a consultation paper entitled Consultation 
on Regulations for Credit Union on commencement of the remaining sections of the 2012 Act 
- CP88. The Central Bank provided a 3 month consultation period and the closing date for sub-
missions was 27 February 2015.

Consultation Paper, CP88 sets out that following the consultation and consideration of sub-
missions received, the remaining sections of the 2012 Act and final regulations would be com-
menced at the end of 2015. The Central Bank has indicated that it will be communicating with 
the credit union sector on the regulations. Details of this will be provided in the feedback state-
ment to be published with the regulations. 

16/07/2015WRL04300Credit Unions Regulation

16/07/2015WRL04400201. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider the es-
tablishment of an independent regulator for the credit union sector, that is free to fulfil the legal 
mandate to ensure the financial stability and general well-being of credit unions, one that is fo-
cused on its prudent growth and development, rather than primarily focused on the elimination 
of financial risk in the sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30094/15]

16/07/2015WRL04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In recognition of the unique nature of 
credit unions, a statutory position of Registrar of Credit Unions was explicitly created within 
the Central Bank of Ireland to assume responsibility for the regulation of credit unions.

The Registry of Credit Unions is independent and is responsible for the registration, regula-
tion and supervision of credit unions.

Under the Credit Union Act 1997, (1997 Act) the functions of the Registrar of Credit Unions 
are to regulate credit unions with a view to the:

- protection by each credit union of the funds of its members; and

- the maintenance of the financial stability and well-being of credit unions generally. 

The Regulator’s aim is to promote a financially stable credit union sector that operates in a 
transparent and fair manner and safeguards its members` funds.

As set out in the Central Bank’s Strategic Plan 2013-2015, one of the Registry of Credit 
Union’s three key strategic priorities that underpin its work in the credit union sector is to de-
velop an appropriate legislative and regulatory framework to protect the stability of individual 
credit unions and to allow the sector to develop.

While part of the Central Bank’s role is to support the sustainable and prudent development 
of the sector, the Central Bank must ensure that proposed changes to the credit union business 
model are prudently structured and implemented. 

The Central Bank informs me that it intends to invite interested parties to a series of dia-
logues to discuss credit union’s business model transformation expectations. I believe that this 
is an appropriate time for credit unions to consider developing their business model and I am 
satisfied that the Regulator’s engagement in this process will be crucial to the growth and de-
velopment of the sector in a sustainable manner. 
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16/07/2015WRL04600NAMA Debtors

16/07/2015WRL04700202. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has a 
policy in relation to National Asset Management Agency debtors selling property on behalf of 
the agency, receiving or asking for separate payments from purchasers of property over and 
above the sale price of the property; if he has been informed of any such events or attempted 
transactions; if so, whether he has outlined a policy or risk register on the matter; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30101/15]

16/07/2015WRL04800206. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance if he has been informed of 
any attempts by debtors of the National Asset Management Agency to sell property on behalf 
of the agency, and to secure success or bonus payments for the sale of their property; if his De-
partment has a policy or risk register on such issues; if he has not been informed, the reason for 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30102/15]

16/07/2015WRL04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 202 
and 206 together.

NAMA has issued debtors and receivers with very clear requirements on the conduct of 
property sales.  These requirements are set out in NAMA’s Guidance Note on the Disposal 
of Real Estate Assets by NAMA Debtors and Insolvency Office Holders, which is available 
on the NAMA website, https://www.nama.ie/fileadmin/userupload/AssetDisposalPolicyV41-
websiteversion3.pdf.

I am not aware of any such scenario outlined by the Deputy, which would be completely 
unacceptable to NAMA, and I would urge the Deputy to bring to NAMA’s immediate attention 
the details of any such case of which she is aware.

16/07/2015WRM00200Appointments to State Boards

16/07/2015WRM00300203. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance if he is responsible for all 
board appointments where such power to appoint persons to State boards is vested in him by 
statute; if any politically-appointed State employee outside of his Department is involved in 
decision-making concerning such appointments, in particular, if, during the lifetime of the Gov-
ernment, a named person (details supplied) has had any influence over any appointments made 
by him; if he or officials from his Department have corresponded with that person, regarding 
the composition of, and appointments to, State boards to which he has statutory power to make 
appointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30110/15]

16/07/2015WRM00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I as Minister for Finance have the leg-
islative power to make appointments to certain bodies under the aegis of my Department and I 
am responsible for the exercise of this power.

In November 2014 the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform published guidelines 
on ministerial appointments to State Boards. All appointments must meet the specific and de-
tailed criteria determined by the relevant Minister as necessary for a member of the particular 
Board.  My Department fully complies with these guidelines.

Prior to the publication of these guidelines or in cases where the guidelines do not apply, in 
order to ensure the most suitably qualified person is appointed by me, I and my officials from 
my Department have consulted, where necessary, with my Ministerial colleagues, their offi-
cials or their advisors. This includes consultation with the named person and officials from my 
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Department have corresponded with the named person in this regard.

16/07/2015WRM00500Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRM00600204. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance the total current and capital 
funding allocated to his Department; the underspend or overspend to date in 2015 under each 
category, based on his Department’s spending profile; the funding made available within, and 
external to, his Department’s functions to support innovation; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30125/15]

16/07/2015WRM00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As published in the Revised Estimates 
Volume, my Department has been allocated net expenditure of €30,617,000 for 2015.

The following table sets out the expenditure and profiled expenditure to the end of June 
2015 by programme:

Programme Total 2015 (€) Profile to end June 2015 (€) Expenditure to end June 2015 
(€)

A European Union & Interna-
tional Policy

2,908,000 1,398,076 1,231,467

B Financial Services Policy 10,744,000 3,527,998 3,365,805

C Fiscal Policy 4,104,000 1,594,000 1,442,243

D Economic Policy 1,860,000 900,077 818,631

E Provision of Shared Services 12,351,000 5,055,695 4,287,873

F Appropriations in Aid (A-
in-A)

1,350,000 729,960 1,321,815

Total 30,617,000 11,745,886 9,824,204

Having regard to the activities of my Department, no funding has been earmarked to support 
innovation directly in 2015, but my Department is engaging in indirectly associated activities 
including, inter alia, the National Economic Dialogue and SME activities.

16/07/2015WRM00800Information and Communications Technology

16/07/2015WRM00900205. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance if his Department or agencies 
under the authority of his Department have performed an assessment of the potential savings to 
be accrued if current paper-based application processes by members of the public were replaced 
with a fully online application system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30140/15]

16/07/2015WRM01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department currently does not ad-
minister any schemes that require members of the public to submit applications. Certain bodies 
under the aegis of my Department do operate such schemes and the information sought by the 
deputy is contained in the following table.

Body Does the body currently have any paper 
based application processes used by mem-
bers of the public

Has assessment has been per-
formed of the potential savings 
to be accrued from a switch to a 
fully on-line system

For information purposes could 
you please indicate if your body 
already operated a fully on-line 
application system

Appeals Commis-
sioner

Yes No No

Credit Reviewer 
Office

The CRO forms can be downloaded from 
the CRO website and posted into the CRO

No No
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Body Does the body currently have any paper 
based application processes used by mem-
bers of the public

Has assessment has been per-
formed of the potential savings 
to be accrued from a switch to a 
fully on-line system

For information purposes could 
you please indicate if your body 
already operated a fully on-line 
application system

Central Bank of 
Ireland

The Central Bank has a paper-based ap-
plication system for the public in relation to 
the purchase of collector coins. Plans are in 
place to migrate this process to an on-line 
platform. Furthermore proceeds for the 
exchange of IR£ (over £100), are paid into 
a nominated bank account, details of which 
must be supplied on a paper based form and 
accompanied by photographic identifica-
tion.  This is to facilitate the verification/
authentication process by the Central Bank. 
This includes obtaining an individual’s 
signature. 

No No

Financial Services 
Ombudsman

The Financial Services Ombudsman’s 
Bureau does have a paper based application 
process used by members of the public. 

No The Financial Services Om-
budsman has a fully operational 
on line application process.
Where possible the Ombuds-
man always corresponds with 
the parties to a dispute in 
electronic format.

Investors Compen-
sation Company 
Limited

The Investor Compensation Company 
Limited (ICCL) have only one paper based 
process available to the public, specifically 
to investors of failed investment firms, 
seeking to apply for compensation in ac-
cordance with the Investor Compensation 
Act, 1998. 

ICCL has assessed whether 
potential savings could be made 
from implementing an electronic 
application process.ICCL experi-
ence of the frequency of failures 
and the volume of claims 
arising would indicate that the 
investment required to deliver a 
secure, effective and economic 
user-friendly on-line claims sys-
tem would probably not lead to 
a saving in the short to medium 
term in the absence of the failure 
of a systemic investment firm or 
multiple mid-sized firms, similar 
to CHC.Another difficulty 
identified, albeit not a barrier to 
implementation, is the absence 
of high-speed broadband infra-
structure and access throughout 
the country, whereby not all 
investors may have the required 
bandwidth to submit scanned 
electronic supporting documen-
tation for their claim, which in 
some cases, runs to hundreds of 
pages.

No
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Body Does the body currently have any paper 
based application processes used by mem-
bers of the public

Has assessment has been per-
formed of the potential savings 
to be accrued from a switch to a 
fully on-line system

For information purposes could 
you please indicate if your body 
already operated a fully on-line 
application system

National Treasury 
Management 
Agency

Lourdes Hospital Redress Scheme (Part 2).  
In July 2013 the Government approved the 
establishment of a new Scheme to compen-
sate former patients of Dr Neary (Consul-
tant Obstetrician) who underwent unneces-
sary bilateral oophorectomies in Our Lady 
of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda.  In order to 
qualify for redress the applicants must have 
undergone a bilateral oophorectomy, or the 
removal of a remaining single functioning 
ovary, performed when they were aged 
40 years or over.  The operation must also 
have rendered the applicant immediately 
menopausal and must have been medically 
unwarranted.  The State Claims Agency was 
requested by the Minister for Health to draft 
and administer the Scheme.  Eligible Liabil-
ities Guarantee Scheme.In December 2009 
the Government introduced a new guarantee 
scheme to follow the Credit Institutions (Fi-
nancial Support) Scheme 2008 to provide 
for the guarantee of bank liabilities beyond 
29 September 2010 - the Credit Institutions 
(Eligible Liabilities Guarantee) Scheme 
2009 (ELG Scheme). The Minister for 
Finance appointed the NTMA as the ELG 
Scheme Operator.The ELG Scheme pro-
vided for an unconditional and irrevocable 
State guarantee for certain eligible liabilities 
(including deposits) of up to five years ma-
turity issued by participating institutions to 
the extent that they are not covered by the 
Deposit Guarantee Scheme operated by the 
Central Bank of Ireland. These liabilities 
must have been incurred by participating 
institutions between the date of their joining 
the Scheme and the discontinuation of the 
Scheme.  The ELG Scheme was discontin-
ued effective from midnight on 28 March 
2013. Any liabilities guaranteed under the 
ELG Scheme up to 28 March 2013 remain 
guaranteed until their maturities. Following 
the liquidation of IBRC, liabilities covered 
under the ELG scheme were and can be 
claimed from the NTMA as Scheme Opera-
tor. State SavingsState Savings is the brand 
name applied by the NTMA to the range of 
Irish Government savings products offered 
to personal savers. An Post acts as an agent 
of the NTMA in relation to the sale and 
administration of State Savings products 
(except Prize Bonds). The Prize Bond Com-
pany (a joint venture between An Post and 
the Irish financial services company Fexco) 
operates the Prize Bond Scheme on behalf 
of the NTMA. As well as purchases through 
the post office network, Prize Bonds can 
currently be purchased online by registered 
customers. The NTMA is in discussions 
with An Post in relation to extending the 
online application process to all other State 
Savings products 

No No
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Body Does the body currently have any paper 
based application processes used by mem-
bers of the public

Has assessment has been per-
formed of the potential savings 
to be accrued from a switch to a 
fully on-line system

For information purposes could 
you please indicate if your body 
already operated a fully on-line 
application system

Revenue Commis-
sioners

Yes.  While a significant amount of transac-
tions between Revenue and its customers 
are done online, some transactions are still 
done on paper.  Furthermore, only certain 
business customers are obliged by law to 
use our online services and so filing of pa-
per self-employed tax returns, for example, 
is still a small but reducing number. 

Significant savings could be 
accrued if customers migrated 
to Revenue’s online services but 
the potential savings have not 
been fully assessed for all the 
various online services that the 
Revenue provides.  However, 
Revenue has supplied an indica-
tive example of potential cost 
savings in relation to one partic-
ular area of its business, namely 
the processing of tax clearance 
applications.  Revenue plans 
to introduce an electronic tax 
clearance regime early in 2016 
to replace the current system 
which is partly online and partly 
paper based.  Instead of issuing 
around 200,000 paper tax clear-
ance certificates annually, these 
will be available for viewing 
online only.  Revenue estimates 
that this will generate stationery, 
printing and postage savings of 
about €115,000 per annum. 

As explained elsewhere, Rev-
enue has a significant number 
of online services available 
for its customers includ-
ing:- Revenue Online Service 
(ROS)- PAYE Anytime- Annual 
Tax Return for PAYE Taxpayer 
(eForm 12)- Local Property 
Tax (LPT)- Home Renovation 
Incentive (HRI)- DIRT First 
Time Buyer’s Initiative- Pen-
sions:  Person Funds Threshold 
(PFT)- MyEnquiries   a secure 
enquiry facility- Tax Clearance 
(online application)The vast 
majority of business customers 
are required to do their business 
using the Revenue Online Sys-
tem (ROS).  Recent initiatives 
such as the Home Renovation 
Scheme (HRI) and DIRT First 
Time Buyer’s Initiative operate 
exclusively on an online basis.   
In addition, approximately 77% 
of 2013 Local Property Tax 
returns were filed online and 
Revenue also offered a tele-
phone filing facility for custom-
ers unable to file their returns 
online.Revenue has made a 
significant investment in, and 
is currently making significant 
improvements to, their online 
service offerings, particularly 
for PAYE taxpayers, to make it 
even easier for them to do their 
business online.  Revenue is 
actively encouraging customers 
to use their online services in 
preference to other channels as 
this is the quickest, most secure 
and most efficient way for 
customers to do their business.
The increasing investment and 
emphasis on Revenue’s online 
offerings is in line with the 
Government’s Public Service 
ICT Strategy of digital first to 
deliver improved efficiencies 
and better value for taxpayers 
as well as providing more user 
centred and innovative services 
for customers.

Question No. 206 answered with Question No. 202.

16/07/2015WRM01200Tax Reliefs Application

16/07/2015WRM01300207. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 127 of 19 May 2015, if persons are currently able to claim on the current Med2 
form for the cost of attending a relevant practitioner, as distinct from the cost of the procedures 
carried out; if the new Med2 form will be published; the steps a person currently wishing to 
make such a claim should take; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30170/15]

16/07/2015WRM01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 469 of the Taxes Consolidation 
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Act (TCA) 1997 provides for relief for health expenses defrayed in the provision of health care 
by an individual on his or her own behalf or on behalf of others.   

For the purposes of Section 469, health care includes the prevention, diagnosis, alleviation 
or treatment of an ailment, injury, infirmity, defect or disability but does not include routine 
dental treatment.   

Where an individual defrays health expenses in relation to non-routine dental treatment, 
a Form MED 2 must be completed and certified by the Dental Practitioner who performs any 
of the qualifying treatments outlined on the form. Form MED 2 should contain details of all 
amounts paid and the dates of payment.   

The amounts shown on the Form MED 2 should be inclusive of all charges incurred in re-
lation to the qualifying treatment including the cost of related diagnostic procedures and any 
charges for attending the relevant practitioner in relation to the treatment.   

The Deputy may wish to note that tax relief is not available in relation to travel expenses or 
similar costs which may be incurred by a taxpayer in order to attend a relevant practitioner for 
treatment.   

Claims for tax relief in relation to non-routine dental treatment expenses that have been 
certified by a Dental Practitioner on Form MED 2 should be made either through Revenue’s 
PAYE Anytime service on www.revenue.ie or by completing and submitting a Form MED 1 to 
the taxpayer’s local Revenue office.   

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the Form MED 2 has been recently re-
viewed to ensure that it addresses the full range of treatments covered by the legislation and that 
they are satisfied that there is no amendment required to the form.

16/07/2015WRM01500Departmental Reports

16/07/2015WRM01600208. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Finance when his Department’s annual 
report for 2014 will be published. [30213/15]

16/07/2015WRM01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Department’s Annual Review, 
highlighting the Department’s progress in 2014 was laid before both Houses of the Oireachtas 
on the 14th May 2015. It can be found on the Department’s website. http://www.finance.gov.ie/
who-we-are/strategy/annual-review/annual-review-2014.

16/07/2015WRM01800EU Directives

16/07/2015WRM01900209. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance his views on the concerns 
raised in correspondence by the Irish League of Credit Unions regarding the transposition of the 
deposit guarantee directive into Irish law; the timeline for its transposition; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [30246/15]

16/07/2015WRM02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deposit Guarantee Scheme 
(DGS) provides protection of up to €100,000 per saver per credit institution, including credit 
unions. The scheme gives confidence to depositors that their money is safe in the event that a 
financial institution gets into financial difficulty.

Directive 2014/49/EU is a new Directive in relation to the DGS which is being transposed 
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into Irish law.  Before transposition, the Department of Finance established a public consultation 
process to provide an opportunity for stakeholders to give their views on how discretions should 
be applied. This process concluded on Friday 12 June 2015.  While this Directive provides less 
flexibility in transposition to Member States than the previous Directive governing the DGS, 
Article 13 provides some discretion for Member States on the calculation of contributions to the 
DGS where a lower level of contribution for low risk sectors which, if justified, could be put in 
place. In relation to the contribution amount, Question 7 in my Department’s consultation paper 
specifically asks whether or not credit unions should be considered a low risk sector and thus 
qualify for a lower level of contribution, it also requests justification for the answer provided. 

All submissions received by the Department are currently being examined and the views 
therein will be considered carefully over the coming weeks.  

It is hoped that transposition of the Directive will be completed by mid-October.

16/07/2015WRM02100Customs and Excise Controls

16/07/2015WRM02200210. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of smug-
gling, cigarette smuggling and fuel laundering to the Exchequer; the total seizures in 2014 and 
in 2015 to date in each category; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30257/15]

16/07/2015WRM02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the numbers of seizures, in 2014 and to the end of June this year, of various 
categories of products and goods, the numbers of items seized in each of  those categories and  
the values of those seized goods, are set out in the following table.

 2014  2015 (to 
30th June)

 

 No. of 
Seizures

Quantity 
Seized

Value 
(€m)

No. of 
Seizures

Quantity 
Seized

Value 
(€m)

Cigarettes 5,852 53.4 mil-
lion

25.5 2,877 34.1 mil-
lion

17.05

Tobacco 1,014 9,824 kg 4.2 610 1,160 kg 0.53
Oil (laun-
dries)

2 50,340 
litres

- 0 0 -

Alcohol 550 40,237 
litres

0.6 281 19,343 
litres

0.23

Drugs 6,158 2,197.4 kg 91.02 2,527 827.9 kg 13.07
Other* 1,044  - -    
Vehicles** 1,289 - - - 729 -

*Refers to non-Excisable commodities such as pornography, weapons and food.

**Vehicles seized for marked mineral oil offences. Vehicles Registration Tax offences and 
because of use in    connection with alleged offences under customs or Excise law.

In addition, there were 9,915 detentions of goods in connection with suspected contraven-
tion of intellectual property rights in 2014, involving 90,753 items.  The estimated market value 
of the genuine equivalent of the detained items was in excess of €4m.

Estimating the scale of any illegal activity, and the tax loss to which it gives rise, is neces-
sarily difficult and it is not possible, therefore, to attribute a value to the overall losses associ-
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ated with smuggling. The extent of the illegal trade in cigarettes is estimated, however, through 
annual surveys of smokers that are carried out for the Revenue Commissioners and for the Na-
tional Tobacco Control Office of the Health Services Executive by Ipsos MRBI. Assuming that 
the illegal cigarettes consumed displaced the equivalent full tax paid quantities of cigarettes, 
the results of the 2014 survey indicate that the loss to the Exchequer in excise duty and VAT 
attributable to the illegal trade was in the order of €210 million.

The Revenue Commissioners also advise me that, while there is no reliable estimate of the 
extent of illegal activity in the fuel sector, they recognise that fuel fraud, including the launder-
ing of markers from rebated fuel, is a significant threat to Exchequer revenues. Action against 
this illegal activity is, therefore, a priority for Revenue, which is implementing a comprehen-
sive strategy to tackle the problem. Key elements of this strategy include the following:

- The licensing regime for auto fuel traders was strengthened with effect from September 
2011 to limit the ability of fuel criminals to place laundered fuel on the market.

- A new licensing regime was introduced for marked fuel traders in October 2012, designed 
to limit the ability of criminals to source marked fuel for laundering.

- New requirements in relation to fuel traders’ records of stock movements and fuel deliv-
eries were introduced to ensure that data would be available to support supply chain analysis.

- Following a significant investment in the required IT systems, new supply chain controls 
were introduced from January 2013. These controls require all licensed fuel traders, whether 
dealing in road fuel or marked fuel, to make monthly electronic returns of their fuel transactions 
to Revenue. These data are being used to identify suspicious or anomalous transactions and pat-
terns of distribution that will support follow-up enforcement action where necessary.

- The introduction from the start of April 2015 of a new and more effective product for 
marking rebated fuels that was identified as a result of a joint process conducted with HM Rev-
enue and Customs in the UK. The work of Revenue officers in testing fuel for the presence of 
the new marker will be supported by mobile equipment that will allow on the spot analysis of 
samples.

- The introduction of the necessary legislative provisions required to underpin these impor-
tant initiatives, as well as measures designed to strengthen Revenue’s hand in combatting fuel 
criminality.  The Finance (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that a supplier who is reckless in supply-
ing fuel for a use connected with excise fraud will be liable for duty at the standard rate of tax, 
and represents a significant disincentive to such activity. In the Finance Act 2014, measures to 
further strengthen Revenue’s ability to refuse or revoke a mineral oil trader’s licence, where the 
trader does nor comply with excise law, does not maintain adequate stock management systems 
and records, or provides false or misleading information, were put in place.

I am assured by Revenue that they are very conscious of the threats posed by all forms of 
smuggling and by criminality in the fuel sector, and that action against all such forms of illegal 
activity is, and will continue to be, a central element of their work.

16/07/2015WRM02400Petrol Stretching

16/07/2015WRM02500211. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 6 of 1 April 2015, the progress to date on the issue of petrol stretching and con-
tamination; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30264/15]
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16/07/2015WRM02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that they fully recognise the serious threats that fuel fraud poses to legitimate busi-
nesses, motorists and to Exchequer returns. They continue to undertake on an ongoing basis 
the implementation of a wide-ranging programme of measures to tackle all forms of illegal 
fraud.  This programme of compliance and enforcement activities are designed to ensure adher-
ence to the legal requirements governing the supply and sale of fuels and to allow action to be 
taken against fraud. Some of the main elements of the programme include the carrying out of 
control and compliance inspections at critical points of the fuel supply chain, and the target-
ing, in co-operation with other enforcement authorities, of the organised crime groups that are 
responsible for a large proportion of fraudulent activity.

The Finance (No. 2) Act 2013 provides that a supplier who is reckless in supplying fuel for a 
use connected with excise fraud will be liable for duty at the standard rate of tax, and represents 
a significant disincentive to such activity. In the Finance Act 2014, I introduced measures to 
further strengthen Revenue’s ability to refuse or revoke a mineral oil trader’s licence where the 
trader does not comply with excise law, does not maintain adequate stock management systems 
and records, or provides false or misleading information.  

With regard to the complaints received from mid 2014 relating to the quality of petrol and 
the suggestion that they resulted from contamination I again reiterate that every filling station 
about which a complaint was made has been visited by Revenue officers and petrol samples 
taken have been sent to the State Laboratory for scientific analysis. 360 samples were submitted 
but, despite this extensive programme, evidence of the presence of prohibited stretching agents 
has been found in only two samples, both from one location. The conclusive results received 
from those tests led to the seizure of the product. A case is currently before the Courts in relation 
to one of these detections and a file is being prepared with a view to prosecution in the case of 
the 2nd detection. The focus of Revenue’s control and compliance actions at a particular point 
depends on the nature of the issue being addressed. In the case of reported problems with petrol 
quality, and the suggestions that these problems are attributable to petrol stretching, the priority 
has been to check out petrol stations about which a complaint was received. I am advised that 
the Revenue is satisfied that this represents the best use of the investigative resources available 
to them in addressing this particular matter. I have been advised by the Revenue that the number 
of complaints received by them have decreased significantly from a peak of 104 in the months 
September to November 2014 to 13 in the first quarter of 2015. However despite this welcome 
trend I am assured that combatting such illegal activity will continue to be a key priority for 
them. 

I am satisfied that the Revenue will continue to fulfil their responsibilities by undertaking a 
wide-ranging and effective programme of action to tackle all forms of fuel fraud.

16/07/2015WRM02700Petrol Stretching

16/07/2015WRM02800212. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance the total number of com-
plaints of petrol stretching and contamination received in the past 12 months by the Revenue 
Commissioners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30273/15]

16/07/2015WRM02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners, who are responsible for tackling fuel fraud, that they recognise the serious threats that 
this criminal activity poses to legitimate businesses, motorists and Exchequer revenues. Action 
against it is, therefore, a priority for them, and they undertake, on an ongoing basis, an extensive 
programme of compliance and enforcement activities that are designed to ensure adherence to 
the legal requirements governing the supply and sale of fuels and to allow action to be taken 
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against fraud.

Revenue has, since last summer, received reports from a variety of locations around the 
country of problems relating to petrol quality, and suggestions that these problems are attribut-
able to petrol stretching. Revenue has received a total of 142 complaints for the period from 
July 2014 to 30.04.2015, the majority of which originated in Revenue’s Border Midland West 
Region.  The numbers received in each month since July 2014 are set out in the following table.

Month:  July 14  Aug 14 Sept 14 Oct 14 Nov 14 Dec 14 Jan 15 Feb 15 March 
15

April 
15

Total:      1    12    28    34     42     11    6    3 4                         1

Unfortunately figures for May and June 2015 are not currently available but Revenue  will 
revert to the Deputy when same are collated.  

I am satisfied that the Revenue Commissioners are taking all possible action to identify and 
challenge any instances of identified fuel fraud, including, where possible, pursuing prosecu-
tions against offenders.

16/07/2015WRM03000European Central Bank

16/07/2015WRM03100213. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the benefits of the quantita-
tive easing programme to economic growth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30277/15]

16/07/2015WRM03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Under the European Central Bank’s 
Expanded Asset Purchase Programme (EAPP), the eurosystem (comprising the ECB and the 
national central banks of the euro area) is to purchase €60 billion of public and private assets 
per month until September 2016 or until there is an improvement in inflation to levels consistent 
with price stability.  Purchases of sovereign debt began on 9 March 2015. 

The benefits of this quantitative easing:

- It should help reverse the decline in inflationary expectations and ultimately should lead to 
upward pressure on inflation.  By reducing the likelihood of ‘deflation’, this should help support 
consumer spending and investment in the euro area.

- The easing in the stance of monetary policy should also lead to improved financing condi-
tions for households and firms   thus supporting investment and hence job creation.

- There is also the confidence channel: the programme will ultimately help restore confi-
dence in the euro area economy and provide reassurance that policymakers are getting ‘ahead 
of the curve’.

- Importantly, monetary policy also works through the exchange rate channel   everything 
else being equal, increasing the money supply leads to a depreciation of the exchange rate, 
thereby improving competitiveness for those firms exporting to outside the euro area.

While it is still early, the indications are that quantitative easing is resulting in an improved 
outlook for inflation in the euro area.

16/07/2015WRM03300IBRC Expenditure
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16/07/2015WRM03400214. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 230 of 16 June 2015, if he is aware of the level of legal and professional fees incurred 
to date by the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation in an ongoing legal dispute (details supplied); 
if his Department has requested these details from the special liquidators; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30283/15]

16/07/2015WRM03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Special Liquidators 
that they are not in a position to provide the requested information to me due to commercial 
confidentiality and ongoing litigation involving the party referred to in the question.

16/07/2015WRM03600Pension Provisions

16/07/2015WRM03700215. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount AIB paid out in 
pensions to former employees in 2013 and 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30288/15]

16/07/2015WRM03800216. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of former 
employees of AIB who receive an annual pension of €500,001 plus; €400,001 to €500,000; 
€300,001 to €400,000; €200,001 to €300,000; and €10,001 to €200,000; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30289/15]

16/07/2015WRM03900217. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount Bank of Ireland 
paid out in pensions to former employees in 2013 and 2014; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30290/15]

16/07/2015WRM04000218. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of former Bank 
of Ireland employees who receive an annual pension of €500,001 plus; €400,001 to €500,000; 
€300,001 to €400,000; €200,001 to €300,000; and €10,001 to €200,000; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30291/15]

16/07/2015WRM04100219. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount the Permanent 
TSB paid out in pensions to former employees in 2013 and 2014; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30292/15]

16/07/2015WRM04200220. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of former em-
ployees of the Permanent TSB who receive an annual pension of €500,001 plus; €400,001 to 
€500,000; €300,001 to €400,000; €200,001 to €300,000; and €10,001 to €200,000; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [30293/15]

16/07/2015WRM04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 215 to 
220, inclusive, together.

The Deputy should be aware that information relating to individual pensions is controlled 
by the trustees of the specific pension fund concerned and that these pension funds are separate 
legal entities to the banks. My Department does not therefore have access to the information 
requested.   

However, the Deputy might be interested to know that the banks in which the State has 
investments in do provide detailed information on Retirement benefits in their Financial State-
ments. 

In the case of AIB the information is available in Note 11   Retirement benefits on pages 
241-246 of the 2014 Annual Financial Report. See the following link to the report:
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https://investorrelations.aib.ie/content/dam/aib/investorrelations/docs/resultscentre/annual-
report/aibafr2014v1.pdf     

For Bank of Ireland all disclosed pension information is available in Note 41, Retirement 
benefit obligations on pages 233-242 of the bank’s annual report 2014. See the following link to 
the report: https://www.bankofireland.com/fs/doc/wysiwyg/boi-annual-report-2014.pdf     

PTSB makes its pension disclosures in Note 27 - Retirement Benefit Obligations on pages 
112 & 113 of its 2014 annual report. See the following link to the report:

http://www.permanenttsbgroup.ie/~/media/Files/I/Irish-Life-And-Permanent/Attachments/
pdf/2015/annual-report-110315.pdf     

It should be noted that both 2014 and 2013 financial information is available in the reports 
outlined above.

16/07/2015WRN00175Central Bank of Ireland Expenditure

16/07/2015WRN00200221. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an up-
date on considerations by the Central Bank of Ireland on moving its Tree of Gold to its new 
headquarters, and the potential cost of moving it; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30294/15]

16/07/2015WRN00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Central Bank 
that the decisions and the costs in relation to Crann an Óir are part of the Central Bank’s wider 
considerations in relation to the move to the new headquarters building on North Wall Quay.

A range of options are currently being considered, however, no final decision has been made 
on the matter.

16/07/2015WRN00350Central Bank of Ireland Expenditure

16/07/2015WRN00400222. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update 
on the Central Bank of Ireland moving its headquarters to the North Wall in Dublin 1; the costs 
incurred in the project to date; the date on which the move will be completed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30295/15]

16/07/2015WRN00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Central Bank that 
the total costs incurred on the project to 30 May 2015 amount to €17.8 million.

In terms of timelines, I am informed by the Central Bank that the current programme fore-
sees completion of construction on site in the last quarter of 2016 with the commencement of 
occupation of staff thereafter.

16/07/2015WRN00550EU Issues

16/07/2015WRN00600223. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on the nego-
tiations regarding the third memorandum for Greece held on 11 and 12 July 2015 in Brussels in 
Belgium, and if he will make a statement on the result of these negotiations.  [30303/15]

16/07/2015WRN00700227. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on his discus-
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sions with his European Union counterparts from 11 to13 July 2015 regarding the Greek finan-
cial situation. [30378/15]

16/07/2015WRN00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 223 
and 227 together.

Following a request by the Greek authorities for financial assistance from the European Sta-
bility Mechanism (ESM), meetings of euro area Finance Ministers (the Eurogroup) and Heads 
of State or Government (the HoSG) of the euro area Member States (Euro Summit) were held 
over the past weekend.  The HoSG agreed in principle that they are ready to start negotiations 
on an ESM financial assistance programme for Greece.  The Euro Summit statement details the 
conditions and next steps that must be taken before negotiations can formally begin.

It is important to note that Monday’s agreement is not a deal, it only sets out the modalities 
for the conduct of negotiations with a view to reaching agreement.  In particular, given the need 
for the Greek authorities to rebuild trust, a pre-requisite for a possible ESM programme, the 
Greek authorities committed to legislate a first set of measures by 15th July and a second set of 
measures by 22nd July.  Only after the legal implementation of the first set of agreed measures 
as well as endorsement by the Greek Parliament, verified by the Institutions and the Eurogroup, 
may a decision to mandate the Institutions to negotiate a new Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) be taken. 

Yesterday (15th July) the Greek Parliament adopted all of the commitments specified in the 
Euro Statement, and this is to be welcomed.  The Eurogroup has, accordingly, decided to grant 
in principle a 3-year ESM programme to Greece, subject to the completion of relevant national 
procedures.

16/07/2015WRN00850IBRC Expenditure

16/07/2015WRN00900224. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 231 of 16 June 2015, if he will provide a breakdown of the legal and professional fees 
as listed on page 62 of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation’s report of 12 March 2015; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [30316/15]

16/07/2015WRN01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware the progress 
update report of 12 March 2015 provides details of the fees paid to A&L Goodbody, Linklaters 
and other legal advisors to 31 December 2014.  I am advised by the Special Liquidators that 
they will not be providing a further breakdown of the fees incurred/paid due to commercial 
confidentiality (and cognisant of ongoing litigation) and also solicitor/client confidentiality. 

The progress update report of 12 March 2015 can by found through the following link  
http://www.finance.gov.ie/sites/default/files/DOF_IBRC_Progress%20update%20report%20
to%2031%20Dec%2014.pdf.

16/07/2015WRN01050Tax Clearance Certificates

16/07/2015WRN01100225. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Finance if a person (details sup-
plied) in Dublin 4 who is paying local property tax by weekly instalments, by arrangement, is 
entitled to a tax clearance certificate.  [30318/15]

16/07/2015WRN01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that following direct contact with the person concerned, his tax affairs are now regular-
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ised to Revenue’s satisfaction and a tax clearance certificate will be issued within the next few 
days.

16/07/2015WRN01250IBRC Liquidation

16/07/2015WRN01300226. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 71 of 16 January 2014, if he will provide an update on the status of the tax audit 
concerned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30361/15]

16/07/2015WRN01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware the terms 
of reference of the proposed Commission of Investigation in relation to IBRC include the fol-
lowing explicit term of reference (1b) dealing with issues of public concern:

The Commission shall investigate all transactions, activities and management decisions, 
other than those relating solely to the acquisition of assets by NAMA which occurred during 
the relevant period and which “are specifically identified by the Commission as giving rise or 
likely to give rise to potential public concern, in respect of the ultimate returns to the taxpayer”

Both Houses of the Oireachtas have approved the terms of reference. It is important that I 
do not interfere with or prejudice the important work to be conducted by the Commission of 
Investigation.  In those circumstances I have received legal advice that it would be inappropri-
ate for me to comment publicly in relation to certain matters which fall under the scope of the 
Commission of Investigation.

Question No. 227 answered with Question No. 223.

16/07/2015WRN01550National Debt

16/07/2015WRN01600228. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide the latest 
available statistics comparing the general Government debt and gross national debt ratio of 
Ireland to European Union and Eurozone countries, and other Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development countries.  [30400/15]

16/07/2015WRN01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The information requested by the Depu-
ty is available on Eurostat’s and the OECD’s websites.  For convenience the requested informa-
tion is reproduced in the following tables.

The latest available data on Eurostat’s website is for 2014 and is presented in table 1.  For 
comparative purposes with the OECD’s data, the 2013 ratio is also shown.  The OECD’s web-
site is not fully populated with data for 2014, hence the general government debt ratio for 2013 
is included in table 2.

Gross debt according to the Maastricht criterion (basis for Eurostat’s data) differs from 
the System of National Accounts (SNA) based general government gross financial liabilities 
concept of the OECD in essentially two respects.   First, gross debt according to the Maastricht 
criterion does not include, in the terminology of the SNA, trade credits and advances. Second, 
there is a difference in valuation methodology in that government bonds are to be valued at 
nominal values according to the Maastricht definition, but at market value or at issue price plus 
accrued interest according to SNA rules. 

Table 1 - General Government Debt (% GDP) for EU Member States
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Country 2013 2014
Belgium 104.4 106.5
Bulgaria 18.3 27.6
Czech Republic 45.0 42.6
Denmark 45.0 45.2
Germany 77.1 74.7
Estonia 10.1 10.6
Ireland 123.2 109.7
Greece 175.0 177.1
Spain 92.1 97.7
France 92.3 95.0
Croatia 80.6 85.0
Italy 128.5 132.1
Cyprus 102.2 107.5
Latvia 38.2 40.0
Lithuania 38.8 40.9
Luxembourg 24.0 23.6
Hungary 77.3 76.9
Malta 69.2 68.0
Netherlands 68.6 68.8
Austria 80.9 84.5
Poland 55.7 50.1
Portugal 129.7 130.2
Romania 38.0 39.8
Slovenia 70.3 80.9
Slovakia 54.6 53.6
Finland 55.8 59.3
Sweden 38.7 43.9
United Kingdom 87.3 89.4

Source: Eurostat   

Table 2 - General Government Debt (% GDP) for OECD countries

Country 2013
Australia 58.6
Austria 89.2
Belgium 117.6
Canada 105.7
Chile 19.4
Czech Republic 58.8
Denmark 57.3
Estonia 13.5
Finland 64.7
France 110.4
Germany 81.5
Greece 179.2
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Country 2013
Hungary 96.6
Iceland 112.0
Ireland 136.7
Israel 77.5
Italy 143.0
Japan 239.3
Luxembourg 29.7
Netherlands 76.0
Norway 34.8
Poland 62.3
Portugal 141.2
Slovak Republic 60.3
Slovenia 79.0
Spain 102.0
Sweden 55.6
Turkey 39.7
United Kingdom 100.8
United States 121.9

Source: OECD

16/07/2015WRN01750Tax Code

16/07/2015WRN01800229. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a breakdown 
of the annual value of all rate increases, or other forms of increase such as widening bands and 
changes to tax credits, using 2008 as the base year, to pay as you earn, pay related social insur-
ance and value added tax, for each year since 2008.  [30402/15]

16/07/2015WRN01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Regarding the PAYE aspect of the Dep-
uty’s question, I am informed by Revenue that applying the Income Tax rates, bands and credits 
which were in effect in 2008 to the estimated income tax base for 2015 would cost the Exche-
quer approximately €745 million. 

I am advised that this is a highly indicative figure, it covers all Income Tax cases (PAYE and 
self-employed) and does not take into account the Universal Social Charge which came into ef-
fect in 2011 (is estimated to yield for the Exchequer €4 billion in 2015).  Given updating of the 
ongoing Revenue databases since 2008 and changes in the size and composition of the taxpayer 
base, it is not feasible to estimate impact of changes on tax bases for years earlier than 2015.

In relation to VAT, I am advised that the main changes in VAT rates since 2008 are as fol-
lows:

- Decrease in the standard rate from 21.5% to 21% with effect from 1 January 2010.  This 
was estimated to cost the Exchequer €167 million in Budget 2010.

- The introduction of the new second reduced rate of 9% with effect from 1 July 2011.  This 
was estimated to cost the Exchequer €350 million in a full year.

- Increase in the standard rate from 21% to 23% with effect from 1 January 2012.  This was 
estimated to yield an additional €670 million for the Exchequer in Budget 2012.
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- Decrease in flat rate compensation percentage for farmers from 5.2% to 4.8% with effect 
from 1 January 2013.  This was estimated to yield an additional €21 million for the Exchequer 
Budget 2013.

- Increase in flat rate compensation percentage for farmers from 4.8% to 5% with effect 
from 1 January 2013.  This was estimated to cost the Exchequer €10 million in Budget 2014.

- Increase in flat rate compensation percentage for farmers from 5% to 5.2% with effect from 
1 January 2015.  This was estimated to cost the Exchequer €12 million in Budget 2015. The 
Deputy may wish to note that Revenue s Ready Reckoner, available at http://www.revenue.
ie/en/about/statistics/ready-reckoners.pdf, shows estimates of the yield or cost for a series of 
indicative changes to current Income Tax and VAT rates.  I am advised that Revenue are not 
in a position to comment in relation to PRSI changes, as this is a matter for the Department of 
Social Protection.

16/07/2015WRN01950Tax Collection

16/07/2015WRN02000230. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a breakdown 
of the annual amount of revenue generated from all new personal taxes and charges introduced 
from 2008 onwards, including universal social charge, the household charge and the local prop-
erty tax, for each year since 2008.  [30403/15]

16/07/2015WRN02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that a wide 
range of statistical information is available on the Revenue statistics webpage: http://www.rev-
enue.ie/en/about/statistics/index.html.

In relation to the Deputy’s Question, the latest detailed information on the tax receipts can 
be found in http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/index.html  under the heading  Revenue 
Net Receipts by Taxhead  on an annual basis. 

The relevant lines are Universal Social Charge and Local Property Tax (LPT). The LPT 
receipts include arrears of Household Charge where relevant.  Since taking responsibility for 
Household Charge arrears in mid 2013, Revenue has collected receipts of around €45 million.  
Household Charge receipts can be viewed separately under the heading  Local Property Tax 
Compliance Data  which is also on the website.  I am advised that Revenue are not in a position 
to comment on collection of Household Charge prior to July 2013.

16/07/2015WRN02150Banking Sector Data

16/07/2015WRN02200231. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update on 
the losses for subordinated and junior bondholders since 2008; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30409/15]

16/07/2015WRN02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In the period since 2008, significant 
burden-sharing has been achieved with subordinated/junior bondholders through Liability 
Management Exercise (LME) transactions completed by the Covered Banks.  The purpose of 
the LMEs was to create additional core tier 1 capital and to strengthen the quality of the capital 
base of the Banks.

Prior to the Central Bank’s PCAR, burden sharing with subordinated bondholders raised c. 
€10 billion of capital gains across the Covered Institutions.  In the period since this Government 
came into power, burden sharing with subordinated bondholders has realised an additional c. 
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€5.2 billion greatly reducing the cost of recapitalising the banks and bringing the total to more 
than €15 billion.

The table sets out the amount of capital raised by the Covered Banks via LME’s since the 
banking crisis began.

€m Burden Sharing pre 
March 2011

Burden Sharing post 
March 2011

Total

AIB 3,121 2,053 5,174 
BOI 2,469 2,163 4,632 
EBS 227 - 227 
PTSB - 982 982 
IBRC 4,092 - 4,092 
Total 9,909 5,198 15,107 

16/07/2015WRN02350Banking Sector Data

16/07/2015WRN02400232. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update on 
all levies paid by the banks to the State, following the bank guarantee and recapitalisation, and 
all funds recouped by the State in respect of the banks concerned, from re-sales of shares and 
so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30410/15]

16/07/2015WRN02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As requested by the Deputy, I can con-
firm that total receipts of €12.74bn have been received to date, since the bank guarantee and 
recapitalisation of the banks, from the disposal of investments, investment income, fees and the 
bank levy introduced in Budget 2014.  The tables provides details in this regard for the benefit 
of the Deputy:

1) Disposal of investments

Date Bank Transaction Proceeds including 
accrued interest/divi-
dend

April 2010 Bank of Ireland Cancellation of 
preference share 
warrants 

€0.49bn

December 2010 AIB Cancellation of 
preference share 
warrants 

€0.05bn 

August 2011 Bank of Ireland Sale of equity €0.24bn
December 2011 Bank of Ireland Sale of equity €0.81bn 
January 2013 Bank of Ireland Sale of convertible 

capital notes 
€1.06bn 

July 2013 Permanent TSB Sale of Irish Life €1.34bn 
December 2013 Bank of Ireland Sale/redemption of 

preference shares
€2.05bn 

May 2015 Permanent TSB Buy-back of convert-
ible capital notes

€0.44bn 

May 2015 Permanent TSB Sale of equity €0.10bn 
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Date Bank Transaction Proceeds including 
accrued interest/divi-
dend

Total proceeds from 
disposal of invest-
ments

€6.58bn

                                                                   

2) Income, fees and bank levy

Date Bank Source Proceeds
2008 to date All relevant banks CIFS/ELG* €4.41bn 
2011 to date All relevant banks Investment income 

received   Preference 
shares and convert-
ible capital notes

€1.62bn

2014 State invested banks Bank levy Budget 
2014**

€0.13bn 

Total investment in-
come, fees and bank 
levy

€6.16bn

*CIFS/ELGS includes €0.5bn from IBRC. 

** State invested banks comprise AIB, Bank of Ireland and Permanent TSB.  The State col-
lected €153m from all banks subject to the bank levy introduced in Budget 2014.

16/07/2015WRN02550Exchequer Savings

16/07/2015WRN02600233. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update on 
the moneys saved by the State through changes achieved by negotiation on Ireland’s debt since 
2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30411/15]

16/07/2015WRN02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government has achieved signifi-
cant improvements in the terms of our EU/IMF programme loans since they were initially 
agreed in late 2010.

The savings arising from these changes can be broken down into two elements, cash savings 
and a reduction in our borrowing requirement over a period of time.

In 2011, we reached agreement to reduce the cost of our EFSF loans.  Similar reductions 
were subsequently agreed for our interest rates on the loans provided by the EFSM and by our 
three bilateral lenders.  It is estimated that these interest rate reductions are worth around 9 bil-
lion euro over the initially envisaged 7 ½ year term.

These interest rate reductions, and more recently the early repayment of a large portion of 
some 18.3 billion euro - of our IMF loans, mean that we have negotiated real cash savings of 
over 10 billion euro.

Also in 2011, the average maturity of our EFSM and the EFSF loans was extended to 12.5 
and 15 years respectively, and a further extension of up to 7 years was agreed in 2013.  This has 
smoothed our redemption profile, improving long-term debt sustainability, and has had a posi-
tive effect on the cost of Exchequer borrowing. 
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The extension of maturities and the subsequent replacement of the Promissory Notes is-
sued to the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation (IBRC) with a series of longer term Government 
bonds reduce the State’s borrowing requirement by over 40 billion euro over the next decade, 
thus significantly improving the viability of the State’s finances.

16/07/2015WRN02750Universal Social Charge Yield

16/07/2015WRN02800234. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update on 
all moneys collected, under the higher rate of universal social charge, on bonuses paid to bank-
ers; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [30412/15]

16/07/2015WRN02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 531AAD of the Taxes Consoli-
dation Act 1997 provides for a charge on bonus payments over €20,000 paid to employees of 
financial institutions that received financial support from the State under the Credit Institutions 
(Financial Support) Act 2008.  This “excess bank remuneration charge”, is incorporated into the 
Universal Social Charge and applies in all respects as if it was USC except that it is charged at 
a higher rate of 45%.  The charge applies for 2011 and subsequent tax years.

The revenue raised and number of individuals who have paid the charge is as follows:

Year Revenue Raised Number of Individuals

2011 €1.288m 47

2012 Nil Nil

2013 Nil Nil

2014 Nil Nil

 

16/07/2015WRN02950Amusement Machine Licences

16/07/2015WRN03000235. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Finance the number of amusement ma-
chine licences in place; and the amount of revenue accrued, in each of the years 2011 to 2014 
and in 2015 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30413/15]

16/07/2015WRN03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by Revenue that the 
number of amusement machine licences issued, for the years 2011 to 2014 and for 2015 up to 
15th July are as set out in Table 1.  The receipts for each licence type for these periods are as set 
out in Table 2.  The total number of amusement machine licences currently held is 2016. 

Table 1 

Number of Licences Is-
sued

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Number of 3 month 
Amusement Machine li-
cences issued - Valid from 
1 June - 31 August 

127 115 167 66 32

Number of annual Amuse-
ment Machine licences is-
sued - expiry date 30 June

6099 7246 6870 7785 2326

Table 2
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Receipts 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Receipts  - 3 month 
Amusement Ma-
chine licences

€6,346 €4,370 €6,346 €2,508 €1,216

Receipts - annual 
Amusement Ma-
chine licences

€780,375 €941,500 €883,625 €973,125 €290,750

In addition Revenue issue Amusement Machine permits, the information in respect of num-
bers issued and receipts are as set out in Table 3.  A valid permit must firstly be in place before 
an application for either a 3 month or annual amusement machine licence will be considered 
by Revenue. 

Table 3 

Permits 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Number of Amuse-
ment Machine Per-
mits issued

181 198 171 191 117

Receipts - Amuse-
ment Machine 
Permits

€18,300 €20,100 €18,300 €19,100 €11,700

 

16/07/2015WRN03150Flood Risk Assessments

16/07/2015WRN03200236. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which any assessment has been completed, with a view to identifying areas of 
potential flooding which could be remedied by way of improved drainage; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [29671/15]

16/07/2015WRN03300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): The Office of Public Works (OPW) is currently undertaking a comprehensive 
programme of assessment for 300 mainly urban Areas for Further Assessment (AFAs) across 
all national river catchments through the Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management 
(CFRAM) Programme.  The AFAs were selected following a national Preliminary Flood Risk 
Assessment in 2011.  Under the CFRAM Programme, detailed flood mapping is being produced 
in order to identify and map the existing and potential future flood hazards and risks in each 
AFA following which Flood Risk Management Plans will be prepared and published.  

The investigation of localised flooding problems is a matter for local authorities in the first 
instance.  It is open to local authorities to undertake flood mitigation works using their own 
resources.  It is also open to local authorities to submit an application for funding for mitigation 
measures under the OPW’s Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme.  
The Scheme applies to small scale non maintenance type  projects estimated to cost no more 
than €500,000 in each instance, and where a solution can be readily identified and achieved in 
a short time frame.  The commencement and progression of approved projects are a matter for 
the local authority concerned. 

To date funding of over €30m has been allocated to 33 city and county councils for over 450 
flood mitigation and coastal protection projects throughout the country.  Of the total funding al-
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located under the Scheme, to date the OPW has allocated out over €25m to local authorities for 
projects, which have provided protection to a significant number of residential and commercial 
properties.

OPW has been allocated a total of €225m for Flood Risk Management for the period 2012 - 
2016.  In the period 2011-2014, OPW expended over €175m on Flood Risk Management. The 
allocation provided has allowed OPW to continue to progress its current programmes including 
major flood relief schemes, the Minor Works & Coastal Protection Scheme and the CFRAM 
Programme.

Where a drainage scheme is carried out under the Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 and 1995, 
the OPW has responsibility for maintenance of the completed scheme.  The average cycle 
of maintenance takes place once every five years.  This work is carried out to ensure that the 
State’s investment in the Arterial Drainage schemes continues to provide the intended benefits.  
Expenditure on this programme is approximately €15 million per annum.

Drainage Districts are areas where drainage schemes to improve land for agricultural pur-
poses were constructed prior to the 1945 Act.  The duty of maintenance for these lies with the 
Local Authorities concerned.

Matters pertaining to flood risk from urban drainage systems are the responsibility of the 
Local Authorities concerned.

It should be noted that for watercourses falling outside of the OPW and Local Authority 
areas of responsibility, private landowners generally have responsibility for the maintenance 
of these.

16/07/2015WRN03350Valuation Office

16/07/2015WRN03400237. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
it was possible when the Valuation Office had oversight for foreshores for it to value the fore-
shore as land within the meaning of section 3 of the Valuation Act 2001; if so, when that remit 
changed; if it has been transferred elsewhere; if not, the way it is valued; if the foreshore in 
question abuts a residential unit, the legal issues this creates in the context of ground rent and 
lease agreements; if this issue is covered by legislation, the details of that legislation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [29845/15]

16/07/2015WRN03500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As I indicated 
in my reply of 14 July to PQ 29165/15, No. 322, the Valuation Act 2001 provides in Schedule 
3, paragraphs 1(a) and (b) that all buildings and lands used for any purpose including construc-
tions affixed thereto are rateable.  The basic premise under the Act is that all interests (including 
buildings) and all developed land are rateable unless expressly exempted under Schedule 4. 

For rateable valuation purposes, the administrative boundary area, defines the jurisdiction 
of the rating authority area concerned at a particular point in time. It may be noted that a rating 
authority may apply to have its administrative boundary altered in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Boundary Survey (Ireland) Acts 1854-59.

The foreshore, under Irish legislation, extends from the mean High Water Mark to a point 
12 nautical miles from the Low Water Mark. Section 227 of the Local Government Act, 2001 
provides, inter alia, that land which is above the ordinary high water mark for the time being 
and which is formed by reclamation or other construction works or by natural accretion or oth-
erwise shall, notwithstanding the provisions of any other enactment, for all purposes, including 
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all functions conferred on a local authority by this or any other enactment, be included in and 
form part of the county or city to which it is contiguous or connected or where it adjoins or is 
connected to more than one such county or city.  

The Valuation Tribunal determination in Appeal No. VA12/1/016 delivered in August 2012 
said that the provisions of section 227 do not apply to land that is not above the high water mark. 

The remit of the Valuation Office regarding valuation for rating purposes has not changed. 
It is responsible for drawing up and maintaining valuations of properties on rating authority 
valuation lists which are used in the calculation of rates by Local Authorities.  The Valuation 
Office never had oversight of foreshore.  This is  currently the responsibility of the Minister for 
the Environment, Community and Local Government.  The Valuation Office has from time to 
time provided an advisory valuation service to the Department responsible for the administra-
tion and oversight of foreshore.

16/07/2015WRO00150Departmental Properties

16/07/2015WRO00200238. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the next 
step to be taken by his Department, and a timeframe for this, in respect of a project (details sup-
plied) in County Laois; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29883/15]

16/07/2015WRO00300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Simon 
Harris): The Commissioners of Public Works have completed a space audit of the Department 
of Agriculture, Food and Marine’s accommodation in the State owned Government Offices, 
Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise and of space leased for the Department at Knockmay, Portlaoise.

The Commissioners will be liaising directly with the Department on the outcomes of the 
surveys to ascertain how best to consolidate functions in Portlaoise to ensure that services are 
delivered and accommodation is used in the most efficient manner possible.

Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRO00400239. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
provide a breakdown, by Department, of the annual amount of current and capital spending cuts 
for each year since 2008.  [30401/15]

16/07/2015WRO00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Gross voted 
expenditure was reduced from €62.4bn in 2008 to €54bn in 2014.  Budget 2015 marked the first 
time since the onset of the crisis when reductions in overall voted expenditure were not required 
to meet our fiscal targets. 

In the period between 2008 and 2014, gross voted current expenditure was reduced by 
€2.9bn with voted capital expenditure reduced by €5.5bn.

The tables below provide a breakdown of Departmental spending, split between current and 
capital, over the period.  As the Deputy is aware, during the period there were several transfers 
of functions between various Departments; the notes to the tables indicate the key changes in 
this regard.

Table 1: Total Gross Voted Current Expenditure by Vote Group
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€m 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Total Vote 53,384 55,719 54,179 52,847 52,149 50,986 50,483
Agriculture 1,418 1,392 1,243 1,216 1,132 1,041 1,010
Arts, Heritage 
and the Gael-
tacht 

434 401 348 221 232 222 210

Children and 
Youth Affairs 1

- - - 209 414 399 952

Communica-
tions, Energy 
and Natural 
Resources 

360 356 336 323 316 319 312

Community, 
Equality and 
Gaeltacht Af-
fairs 2

388 338 328 99 - - -

Defence 1,053 999 947 914 893 882 889
Education 8,465 8,589 8,954 8,636 8,534 8,332 8,291
Enterprise 1,462 1,400 665 358 351 338 322
Environment 954 865 642 589 450 451 451
Finance 1,260 1,299 1,233 423 414 427 417
Foreign Affairs 1,007 787 741 726 715 690 671
Health 15,356 15,470 14,737 14,014 13,882 13,745 13,355
Justice 2,565 2,514 2,362 2,390 2,243 2,215 2,196
Public Ex-
penditure and 
Reform3 

- - - 789 868 787 832

Social Protec-
tion 

17,741 20,435 20,800 20,910 20,730 20,235 19,747

Taoiseach’s 187 176 165 181 151 146 142
Transport 733 698 678 850 825 756 686

1   Functions relating to Children and Youth Affairs transferred from the following Votes dur-
ing 2011: 26 (Education & Skills), 39 (Health); 27 (Community, Equality & Gaeltacht Affairs) 
and 41 (Office of the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs) and funding was transferred in 
2014 from the Health Group to Children and Youth Affairs in the course of establishment of the 
Child and Family Agency. 

2   The Functions, personnel and associated funding of this Vote were transferred to the fol-
lowing Votes during 2011; Vote 6 (Department of Finance); Vote 19 (Justice & Equality); Vote 
20 (Garda Síochána); Vote 25 (Environment, Community & Local Government); Vote 31 (Ag-
riculture, Fisheries & Food); Vote 32 (Transport, Tourism & Sport); Vote 35 (Arts, Heritage & 
the Gaeltacht); Vote 38 (Social Protection); Vote 39 (Health) and Vote 43 (Children and Youth 
Affairs). 

3   The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform was established in 2011 with this Vote 
Group incorporating certain Votes and functions previously within the Finance Group.

Table 2: Total Gross Voted Capital Expenditure by Vote Group
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€m 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Total Vote 9,011 7,333 6,385 4,515 3,809 3,387 3,468
Agriculture 687 546 488 206 186 165 165
Arts, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht 

298 137 113 56 43 41 58

Children and 
Youth Affairs 

- - - 5 8 8 45

Communications, 
Energy and Natu-
ral Resources 

128 117 164 123 90 75 105

Community, 
Equality and 
Gaeltacht Affairs 

153 121 107 14 - - -

Defence 30 20 15 13 8 9 9
Education 830 767 787 557 410 440 556
Enterprise 474 516 486 487 500 454 420
Environment 2,215 1,809 1,467 1,008 802 698 393
Finance 351 181 179 5 5 5 3
Foreign Affairs 17 13 8 2 2 4 6
Health 683 503 398 347 350 347 386
Justice 148 118 104 75 55 59 75
Public Expendi-
ture and Reform 

- - - 113 119 125 121

Social Protection 11 8 7 7 5 12 18
Transport 2,986 2,477 2,061 1,496 1,225 944 1,109

Programme for Government Priorities

16/07/2015WRO00600240. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform her 
Department’s priorities for the remainder of this Dáil; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29590/15]

16/07/2015WRO00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In answer to 
the Deputy’s question my priorities for the remainder of my term in office are consistent with 
the priorities outlined previously in the Statement of Government Priorities 2014-2016. 

In the area of responsible and sustainable management of the public finances, in addition 
to working towards maintaining the current stable economic environment, my Department will 
ensure that overall voted expenditure is managed to facilitate Ireland’s successful exit from 
the Excessive Deficit Procedure at the end of 2015.  In Budget 2016,  we will look to set out 
increased allocations for overall Departmental spending that will allow Government to deal 
with underlying demographic pressures in key areas such as Social Protection, Education and 
Health and to target enhancements in key public services.  We also intend to set out the results 
of the review of the public capital investment needs of the State identifying priority areas for 
investment to ensure that our limited resources are focussed on the areas that can best support 
continued, sustainable and equitable growth.  This will culminate in the publication of a new 
five year envelope for the period 2016-2020 in September.

 Turning to public service pay, I intend to bring forward, subject to ratification of the Lansd-
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owne Road Agreement by Public Services Committee of ICTU, amending legislation to FEMPI 
Acts to facilitate implementation of the agreement from 1 January 2016.  More generally, I will 
continue to prioritise the continued management of Public Service Pay and Pensions bill in a 
sustainable way to help meet the fiscal requirements of Stability and Growth Pact.

 To aid and assist the rebuilding of trust in politics and public institutions my Department 
has already introduced significant political reforms.  To further this my Department’s key pri-
orities in the area of government reform include the priority drafting and publication of the 
Public Sector Standards Bill, the commencement of the Regulation of Lobbying regime from 
1 September 2015,  the introduction of publication schemes for public bodies under FOI, the 
finalisation of guidance for public bodies in performing their functions under the Protected Dis-
closures Act, 2014 and the continued implementation of both the Open Data Initiative and the 
Open Government Partnership National Action Plan. 

The wider process of Public Service Reform is a key element of the Government’s over-
all strategy for recovery.   Led by my Department, the reforms delivered over the past four 
years have enabled us to maintain and improve public services in the face of the necessary 
reduction in staff numbers and budgets, at a time of increased demand for public services.  Our 
key priority in this area is continuing to drive, coordinate and support the implementation of 
the Government’s Public Service Reform Plan 2014-16.  We are half way through the lifetime 
of this Plan and strong progress has been made on its implementation, as set out in the Annual 
Progress Report published in March.  Ongoing priorities include more online delivery of servic-
es and improved engagement with service users; implementation of shared services and alterna-
tive models of service delivery; more efficient and effective public procurement and property 
management; and increased accountability and transparency in public decision making.  

 Turning to renewal of the civil service, following the successful delivery of the ‘first 200 
days’ milestone last week, my Department is also playing a leading role in implementing the 
remaining actions and achieving the ambitious programme of change in the Civil Service Re-
newal Plan.  This represents a major programme to support the future development and enhance 
the capacity of the Civil Service to ensure that it provides a world-class service to the State and 
to the people of Ireland.

Reform of procurement across public service and the development of the Office of Govern-
ment Procurement remains a priority. Procurement of supplies and services represents a very 
significant portion of overall Government spending.  The Office of Government Procurement 
is tasked with delivering the Procurement Reform Programme enabling the public service to 
achieve economies of scale and maximum value for money in this area.

Shared Services is a key element of the Public Service Reform Plan and remains a core 
priority for my Department.  The National Shared Services Office in my Department is directly 
responsible for Shared Service delivery and strategy in the Civil Service.  It also supports other 
Public Service sectors as they implement Shared Services.  Transitions to the Civil Service 
HR and Pensions Administration Shared Service Centre (PeoplePoint) and the Payroll Shared 
Service Centre (PSSC) will continue as a priority during 2016.  When fully operational, People-
Point will service 31,500 public service employees and the PSSC will support 120,000 payees. 

In January 2015, I launched the Public Service ICT Strategy - “Delivering better outcomes 
and efficiency through innovation and excellence in ICT”.  Building on the successful delivery 
of many existing services, the Strategy sets out how we can operate in a more efficient, shared 
and integrated manner across all of Government while delivering new and innovative digital 
services to citizens and businesses. Innovative use of ICT in the Public Service will deliver 
better value for taxpayers by creating efficiencies through integration, consolidation and shar-
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ing of common infrastructure, systems and resources.   The Strategy sets out five key strategic 
objectives which are setting the future direction for innovation and excellence in ICT in Pub-
lic Service.  In parallel with developing a Strategic Implementation Plan, my Department is 
continuing to work with Departments to prioritise projects which support the transformation, 
modernisation and digitisation of the main citizen and business transactional services across the 
Public Service. 

My Department and I will also continue to work towards protecting and enhancing peace in 
Northern Ireland and will continue to develop the North-South institutions. 

In addition to the above high level priorities, I intend to continue to progress the other 
relevant commitments under the Programme for Government for which my Department is re-
sponsible.

National Lottery Funding Disbursement

16/07/2015WRO00800241. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount paid in 2013 and 2014 and in 2015 to date, and the plans for future payments, under the 
national lottery good causes fund, in respect of the natural environment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [29607/15]

16/07/2015WRO00900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The National 
Lottery provides funds for “Good Causes” in accordance with the National Lottery Act 2013.  
The areas to be funded are set out under section 41 (1) of the National Lottery Act as follows:

- sport and recreation; 

- national culture and heritage (including the Irish language); 

- the arts (within the meaning of the Arts Act 2003); 

- health of the community; 

- youth, welfare and amenities; 

- natural environment (added in the 2013 Act); 

- such other objectives (if any) as the Government may determine from time to time.

A breakdown by Department of all the expenditure areas that are supported by the proceeds 
of the National Lottery is set out in Appendix 1 of the annual Revised Estimates for Public Ser-
vices (available at http://www.per.gov.ie/estpubexp2013/). 

Funding is provided by the Oireachtas, in accordance with the Act, through expenditure 
subheads which form part of Departmental Programmes. For over a decade, the total alloca-
tion for these subheads has exceeded the amount available from the National Lottery. These 
subheads are described as being part-funded by the National Lottery and the balance of the ex-
penditure allocation for the subheads comes from normal Exchequer sources (e.g. tax revenue 
or borrowing).

The 2013 Act provided for a new area   the Natural Environment   to be added to the list 
of categories that may be funded by the Lottery. To date lottery money has not been applied 
to this area.  However, since 2011 some €259 million has been disbursed to the environment 
sector from the Environment Fund.  To this should be added some €146 million provided to 
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the environment sector by way of Exchequer Voted expenditure by the Department of Environ-
ment, Community and Local Government.  Decisions on lottery funding for the natural envi-
ronment will be considered in the context of the level of funds available for Good Causes in the 
relevant year and the impact that it will have on other areas already in receipt of Lottery funds.  
The matter is being kept under review.

Financial Instruments

16/07/2015WRO01000242. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
provisions of the financial emergency measures in the public interest legislation that are due to 
expire at the end of 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29765/15]

16/07/2015WRO01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The measures 
contained in the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Acts 2009-2013 (FEMPI) 
continue in force, and continue to make a significant contribution to meeting our international 
fiscal obligations including bringing the general government deficit below 3 per cent of GDP. 
However, the measures provided under the legislation should only represent those that are criti-
cal to the achievement of our fiscal targets. 

As provided for under section 12 of the FEMPI Act 2013, I am required to review annually 
the provisions, which gave effect to the reductions in the pay and pensions of public servants.  
Section 12 also requires that a written report of my findings is laid before each House of the 
Oireachtas.  My most recent review was laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas at the end 
of June 2015 and is available in the Oireachtas library. 

In my review, I determined that, while we have seen clear signs of improvements in our 
economy and our public finances, any immediate reversal of the reductions in public service 
pay or pensions would significantly compromise our ongoing progress towards ensuring fiscal 
stability and meeting our fiscal consolidation targets. However,  I also found that it is appropri-
ate and prudent, taking account of the improvements brought about in the public finances, the 
continuing risks which remain and the need to meet our commitments to have a prudent fiscal 
policy under the Stability and Growth Pact, to-  

a. continue to apply the public service Pension related Deduction while bringing forward 
legislative amendments to reduce the impact of this measure with effect from 1 January 2016,

b. maintain provisions in the legislation which allow the reduction of payments to health 
professionals but that, in consideration of the continuation of such measures from 2016, regard 
will be had to the need to commence the gradual amelioration of the measures as they apply to 
those affected,

c. continue to apply the relevant provisions controlling the cost of remuneration of public 
servants, and other measures controlling the cost of the public service pay and pensions bill, 
while bringing forward legislative amendments to the Financial Emergency Measures in the 
Public Interest Act (No. 2) Act 2009 and the 2013 Act to reduce the impact of these measures 
with effect from 1 January 2016, and 

d. continue to apply the Public Service Pension Reduction as imposed by the legislation and 
amended by the 2013 Act while bringing forward legislative amendments to reduce the impact 
of this measure with effect from 1 January 2016.

Public Sector Pensions
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16/07/2015WRO01200243. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of Public Servants enrolled in the single public service pension scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [29802/15]

16/07/2015WRO01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Based on 
a survey of public service employers conducted in March 2015, there are an estimated 25,000 
members of the Single Public Service Pension Scheme. 

Public Sector Staff Remuneration

16/07/2015WRO01400244. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide, in tabular form, the public sector posts, including in commercial State compa-
nies and Government advisers, for whom he has approved a breach of the pay cap; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [29803/15]

16/07/2015WRO01500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I refer the 
Deputy to my response to PQ No 20026 of 6 May 2014.  The position has not changed.

Public Procurement Contracts

16/07/2015WRO01600245. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 92 of 2 July 2015, the steps the Office of Government 
Procurement has taken by t to initiate a new competition for the stationery contract; the number 
of framework panel members who have expressed an interest in tendering for the contract; if 
framework panel members are now free to offer stationery services to the relevant public bod-
ies; the arrangements that will be in place following the expiration of this contract on 3 Septem-
ber 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29819/15]

16/07/2015WRO01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The frame-
work member (who supplies stationary to “Group 4” customers under the Office Supplies 
Framework has given notice of termination to the Office of Government Procurement. The 
Office of Government Procurement are currently engaged in a competitive process to select 
an alternative supplier from the panel of suppliers on the Framework. This process is expected 
to be complete by the end of July with the intention being that a new contract will be in place 
within the timescale of the expiry of the termination notice period. In the meantime the existing 
contract remains in place and the relevant public bodies should continue to purchase their office 
supplies requirements via this arrangement.

Departmental Properties

16/07/2015WRO01800246. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
local social welfare offices are exempt from the payment of rates; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [29852/15]

16/07/2015WRO01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Valuation 
Acts 2001-2015 provide in Schedule 4, paragraph 12A that property, being a building or part of 
a building, land or a waterway or a harbour directly occupied by any Department or Office of 
State is property that is not rateable. 

The Commissioner of Valuation, who is independent in the exercise of his duties under the 
Acts, has accordingly deemed that Social Welfare offices, occupied directly by the Department 
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of Social Protection, are exempt from rates.

Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRO02000247. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount of investment from capital spending his Department has made in County Kildare since 
2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29917/15]

16/07/2015WRO02100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response 
to the Deputy’s question I can confirm that the figure for the amount of investment from capital 
spending my Department has made to County Kildare since 2011 is not available.

In comparison with other Departments my capital budget spend is relatively small which is 
nearly all invested in Information Technology infrastructure across the Civil Service to enable 
delivery of better outcomes for citizens and businesses and improve efficiency. While some 
Departments may be in part located in County Kildare, it would not really be possible to quan-
tify an amount of IT capital investment from my Department which related solely to parts of 
Departments located in County Kildare.

Architectural Heritage

16/07/2015WRO02200248. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the Of-
fice of Public Works’ plans to conserve, protect, and restore the rare and historic Killmacurragh 
House in County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29927/15]

16/07/2015WRO02300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris) (Deputy Simon Harris): As per my previous answer to Parliamentary Question 
No. 188 on 14 January 2015:

The Office of Public Works has no plans to restore Kilmacurragh House as the property was 
acquired for the purpose of preserving the arboretum, which was considered a significant piece 
of heritage, and on condition that the house would not be restored. 

The OPW is considering options to ensure that the remaining building fabric is stabilised 
to limit any further deterioration and that as much of this historic fabric is conserved and pro-
tected.

Public Sector Staff Recruitment

16/07/2015WRO02400249. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on the opportunity and prospects for the promotion for existing civil servants; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [29949/15]

16/07/2015WRO02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Recruitment 
to the Civil Service is regulated by the Public Service Management (Recruitment and Appoint-
ments) Act 2004. 

The Act established the Public Appointments Service (PAS) as the centralised recruitment 
body for the Civil and Public Service. The Act also established the Commission for Public Ser-
vice Appointments (CPSA) as the regulator of civil service recruitment. The CPSA publishes 
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codes of practice setting out how competitions are run and also issues recruitment licences to 
individual Departments to allow them to conduct their own recruitment.  The majority of re-
cruitment to the Civil Service is carried out by PAS. 

Recruitment competitions are advertised on the PAS website: www.publicjobs.ie.  By log-
ging on to this website, individuals can also register to be notified by e-mail or text message of 
vacancies as they arise. 

The following competitions across a broad range of Civil Service grades have recently been 
completed or are ongoing at present:  

- Temporary Clerical Officer

- Clerical Officer;

- Administrative Officer (i.e. the graduate recruitment grade for the Civil Service), for gen-
eral service as well as for the Irish Government Economic Evaluation Service (IGEES);

- Executive Officer (both for general service and for the ICT area); 

- Assistant Principal Officer and

- Principal Officer. 

These competitions are open to all including existing civil servants and many civil servants 
do well in these competitions.

Since earlier this year, Government Departments and bodies now have greater autonomy in 
managing staff resources to meet service needs, including hiring staff where warranted, subject 
to remaining within agreed pay ceilings and meeting reform and efficiency objectives. Subject 
to sanction Departments may also hold internal competitions. 

The Deputy should also note that in July 2011, a report was issued by the Commission for 
Public Service Appointments (CPSA) regarding eligibility criteria for promotion of staff in the 
civil service. The report recommended that:

 ‘in establishing eligibility criteria for promotion to positions in the Civil Service, the Min-
ister for Public Expenditure and Reform should remove any criteria that may prevent civil ser-
vants with the requisite skills, experience and attributes from applying for promotion positions.’ 

This means that eligibility for all recruitment and promotion competitions are now more 
widely open than previously and that eligibility is open to all grades below that of the post be-
ing filled.  

Further consideration will be given throughout 2015 and 2016 to resourcing and staffing 
needs for the Civil Service.

Departmental Advertising Expenditure

16/07/2015WRO02600250. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
cost of public advertising, statutory and non-statutory, funded by his Department in 2013 and in 
2014; the corresponding figure for agencies under the control of his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30030/15]

16/07/2015WRO02700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response 
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to the Deputy’s question the table below details the total cost of public advertising in 2013 and 
2014 for my Department and those bodies under my aegis.

 - 2013 2014
Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform

- €23,748.51

Institute of Public Administration 
(IPA)

€35,432.81 €56,086.24

Public Appointments Services 
(PAS)

€294,832 €341,323

The Valuation Office €8,317.26 €24,439.62
The State Laboratory €4,432.92 €4,236.12
The Office of the Ombudsman €45,000 €35,000
Special EU Programmes Board 
(SEUPB)

£6,826.85* £16,301.73*

*Please note the figures quoted are in sterling

The OPW will respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

16/07/2015WRO02750Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRO02800251. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
cost in 2013 and in 2014 of printing reports by his Department and agencies under the control 
of his Department; the corresponding figure for annual reports; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30045/15]

16/07/2015WRO02900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to 
the Deputy’s question the Department of Finance provides a shared print service to my Depart-
ment and details of annual expenditure for 2013 and 2014 will be provided in the reply from 
that department.

The tables provide information on expenditure of printing reports for bodies under my aegis 
in 2013 and 2014.

The Office of the Ombuds-
man

2013 2014

Annual Reports €3,899 €2,328
Design and print of special 
reports

- €5,805.60

Special EU Programmes 
Body (SEUPB)

2013 2014

Annual Reports £518.75* £562.50*
*Please note the amounts quoted are sterling

The OPW have indicated that they will respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

Departmental Expenditure
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16/07/2015WRO03000252. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
cost in 2013 and in 2014 of issuing hard copy payslips to staff or retired staff by his Department 
and agencies under the control of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30060/15]

16/07/2015WRO03100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to 
the Deputy’s question the Department of Finance provided a shared service to my Department 
in relation to the issuing of payslips to current members of staff up to September 2014 when 
the service was transferred to the Payroll Shared Services Centre.  The Office of the Paymaster 
General provides the payment pension service for retired civil servants.  The Department of 
Finance will answer this question on behalf of my Department.  

The total costs for the NSSO related to the issuing of hard copy payslips in 2014 was 
€172,066, excluding staff costs.  The 2014 payslip costs of €172,066.00 incurred by the NSSO 
were for the 13,500 members of An Garda Síochána, who were on a weekly payroll, and 3,200 
Irish Prison Officers, who were on a fortnightly payroll.  There were no 2013 costs to the NSSO 
as it only took on the payroll function for An Garda Síochana and the Prison Service at the very 
end of 2013. The Payroll Shared Services Project is working with all client organisations to 
implement the standard self-service design of the payroll system which facilitates on-line ac-
cess to payslips and reduces the requirement for the issue of hard copy remittances.   

As the Deputy may be aware on line payslips are available to staff members however where 
they are absent on maternity leave or sick leave their payslips are posted to their home ad-
dresses.  The tables provide details of postages costs incurred by bodies under my aegis in 2013 
and 2014.

 - 2013 2014
Public Appointments Ser-
vice (PAS)

€85 €55

 

 - 2013 2014
Institute of Public Adminis-
tration (IPA)

€31.20 €35.36

 - 2013 2014
Special EU Programmes 
Body (SEUPB)

£4.55 £4.55

*Please note the amounts are displayed in sterling

The OPW have indicated that they will respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRO03200253. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will outline and itemise all expenditure undertaken by his Department, on private travel for 
his and-or for his private office; on legal fees; on consultancy fees; on hotel accommodation, 
during the twelve month period to 30 June 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[30075/15]

16/07/2015WRO03300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Depart-



Questions - Written Answers

270

ment of Public Expenditure and Reform does not pay for any private travel for me or my Private 
Office.

Turning to the specific question regarding hotel accommodation, the expenses for the period 
requested in respect of my Private Secretary, my Special Adviser and me:

- Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform: 11/09/14-12/09/14 - OECD Visit, Par-
is, €225.00; 23/02/15-24/02/15 - ERDF meeting and signing ceremony, Brussels , €149.28; 
09/03/15-22/03/15 - Promote Ireland programme for St Patricks Day, Japan/Rep of Korea, 
€1590.07.

- Private Secretary to the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform: 1/09/14-
12/09/14 - OECD Visit, Paris, €175.00; 23/02/15-24/02/15 - ERDF meeting and signing cere-
mony, Brussels, €149.28; 09/03/15-22/03/15 - Promote Ireland programme for St Patricks Day, 
Japan/Rep of Korea,  €1579.92; 07/06/15-09/06/15 - Informal meeting of Ministers responsible 
for Cohesion Policy, Riga, €280.00.

- Special Adviser to the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform: 23/02/15-24/02/15 
- ERDF meeting and signing ceremony, Brussels, €149.28.

For the Deputy’s information, Ministerial Mileage from March 2011 to March 2015 is avail-
able on my Departments’ website http://www.per.gov.ie  

Information in respect of April 2015, May 2015, June 2015 will be published on the Depart-
ments’ website shortly.

The following table outlines expenditure on legal fees from 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015 in 
my Department.

Legal Fees from 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015

Supplier Amount
Eversheds Sweden €1,200

The following table outlines expenditure on consultancy fees from 1 July 2014 to 30 June 
2015 in my Department.

Consultancy Fees from 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015

Consultant Amount Reason
PWC €36,900 External expert support for the 

implementation of Public Service 
Reform

NERA Economic Consulting €8,853.39 Consultancy work in conjunction 
with the Chief State Solicitors 
Office

Best Practice Group €11,264.54 ESD readiness assessment consul-
tancy

PWC €73,800 External expert support for the 
implementation of Public Service 
Reform

Bearing Point €61,382.18 Debt management project man-
ager



16 July 2015

271

Consultant Amount Reason
Harvey Nash €136,161.00 Civil Service Human Resource 

and Pensions Shared Services: IT 
infrastructure 

Bearing Point €124,109.46 Civil Service Human Resource 
and Pensions Shared Services: 
Business Analyst 

Accenture Consulting €31,143.60 Civil Service Human Resource 
and Pensions Shared Services: 
Analytics

Cupertino Consulting Ltd €32,287.50 National Shared Services Office: 
Operational Support

Deloitte €67,875.35   €187,829.61 National Shared Services Office: 
Operations Audit for the Civil 
Service Human Resource and Pen-
sions Shared Services.Expert Ser-
vices for both Human Resource 
and Payroll Shared Services.

Astec Global Consultancy Ltd €158,565.45 Civil Service Financial Manage-
ment Shared Services Project: 
Project Management Services

Capita Consulting €243,273.51 Civil Service Financial Manage-
ment Shared Services Project: 
Consultancy Services

Rocela Ltd (Version 1 Ltd) €47,970.00 Civil Service Financial Manage-
ment Shared Services Project: 
Software Licensing Services

Resolve Consulting Limited €194,271.83 Civil Service Financial Manage-
ment Shared Services Project: 
Consultancy Services

Ove Arup & Partners €16,303.65 Category Specific Advisory Ser-
vices - Irish security services

Peter Bacon & Associates €4,551.00 Economic Consultancy
RATE Information Services €990.00 Category Specific Advisory Ser-

vices - Petroleum Market
System Dynamics Ltd €8,487.00 Business intelligence 
AA Ireland €6,150.00 Category Specific Advisory Ser-

vices - Vehicle procurement 
EUS Holdings t/a EU Supply €3,150.00 e-Tenders system
System Dynamics Ltd €15,276.60 Business intelligence 
Innovative Procurement Solutions €3,419.40 Procurement capacity support
Achilles Procurement Services €16,242.15 Procurement capacity support
Baker Tilly Ryan Glennon €28,167.00 Strategy Development
Schneider Electric €128,859.82 Category Specific Advisory Ser-

vices - Energy
System Dynamics Ltd €10,184.40 Business intelligence 
KOSI Corporation €12,500.00 Provision of consultancy services 

- Spend data analysis
RATE Information Services €990.00 Category Specific Advisory Ser-

vices - Petroleum Market
Innovative Procurement Solutions €6,838.80 Procurement capacity support
Achilles Procurement Services €33,980.03 Procurement capacity support
Achilles Procurement Services €38,892.26 Procurement capacity support
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Consultant Amount Reason
Ove Arup & Partners €22,865.70 Category Specific Advisory Ser-

vices - Irish cleaning services 
Papernet €4,615.00 Category Specific Advisory Ser-

vices - Irish paper services 
Innovative Procurement Solutions €28,210.05 Procurement capacity support
Schneider Electric €551.04 Category Specific Advisory Ser-

vices - Energy
Schneider Electric €16,806.72 Category Specific Advisory Ser-

vices - Energy
Peter Bacon & Associates €13,083.00 Economic Consultancy
The Analytics Store €1,845.00 Business intelligence 
Peter Bacon & Associates €12,515.00 Economic Consultancy
RATE Information Services €990.00 Category Specific Advisory Ser-

vices - Petroleum Market
Innovative Procurement Solutions €4,274.25 Procurement capacity support
Schneider Electric €65,455.68 Category Specific Advisory Ser-

vices - Energy
Schneider Electric €7,510.38 Category Specific Advisory Ser-

vices - Energy
Pantaleon Consulting Limited €1,250.00 Category Specific Advisory Ser-

vices 
Achilles Procurement Services €25,474.53 Procurement capacity support
Schneider Electric €12,300.00 Category Specific Advisory Ser-

vices - Energy
Schneider Electric €40,457.16 Category Specific Advisory Ser-

vices - Energy
AA Ireland €2,460.00 Category Specific Advisory Ser-

vices - Vehicle procurement
Ove Arup & Partners €22,865.70 Category Specific Advisory Ser-

vices - Irish security services 
Papernet €4,615.00 Category Specific Advisory Ser-

vices - Irish paper services 
Schneider Electric €4,804.38 Category Specific Advisory Ser-

vices - Energy
RATE Information Services €990.00 Category Specific Advisory Ser-

vices - Petroleum Market
Clarion Limited €23,298 BPR work on the Disciplinary 

Code
McGrath Associates €5,000 HR Facilitation Process and 

Reports
Gartner (information technology 
research)

€276,883.25  

Total €2,349,789  

My Department ensures that every effort is made to limit the use of consultants where pos-
sible.  All contracts are negotiated with a view to achieving best value for money and are kept 
under review to ensure this is maintained.  When the use of consultants is unavoidable the staff 
in my Department ensure appropriate skills transfer to reduce the requirement for consultants 
going forward.

The OPW will respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.



16 July 2015

273

Office of Public Works Expenditure

16/07/2015WRO03400254. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
investments in County Cork made by the Office of Public Works in each of the past four years; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [30086/15]

16/07/2015WRO03500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris) (Deputy Simon Harris): In order to provide a comprehensive response to the 
questions raised, current expenditure on the Office of Public Works (OPW) Vote has been in-
cluded in addition to capital investment expenditure by the OPW in Co Cork for the years 2011 
to 14 July 2015.

Expenditure on Office of Public Works Vote in County Cork (€)

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 (to 
14/7/15)

      Total

Purchase of Land/
Buildings

523,566.44       175,000.00                  -         698,566.44 

New Works    3,156,909.42       726,391.94    3,972,595.84    2,286,777.97  1,024,402.63  11,167,077.80 

Property Maintenance
(Including Staff Costs)

      622,840.92       674,345.08    1,955,120.11    2,040,455.53     834,070.46    6,126,832.10 

Rents    4,229,323.96    3,834,846.46    3,516,433.74    3,370,386.06  1,412,707.78  16,363,698.00 

Purchase & Mtce of 
Engineering Plant

                   -                      -                      -                      -        20,405.00         20,405.00 

Flood Risk Management    6,727,123.03  10,272,994.64  12,422,646.45    7,280,341.26     725,637.25  37,428,742.63 

Heritage Services
(Including Staff Costs)

   2,980,970.16    2,857,349.35    2,754,986.65    3,031,134.69  1,514,836.53  13,139,277.38 

Total
Expenditure

 17,717,167.49  18,889,493.91  24,621,782.79  18,184,095.51  5,532,059.65  84,944,599.35 

Office of Public Works Projects

16/07/2015WRO03600255. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will provide details of work currently being carried out at an Office of Public Works man-
aged tourist attraction (details supplied) in County Donegal; when this work began; the reason 
it has not progressed in the past number of months; the date by which the work is due to finish; 
the cost of this project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30090/15]

16/07/2015WRO03700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris) (Deputy Simon Harris): The Office of Public Works (OPW) has developed plans 
to provide improved pedestrian access from the Council owned car park linking the existing 
paths to the Grianan of Aileach.

These works commenced last October and were carried out by the OPW’s direct labour 
force but were suspended during the winter as weather conditions made progress impossible.

In this instance, the entire hill is archaeologically sensitive, no ground disturbance could 
be allowed so the path consists of a membrane laid over the thick layer of heather/sod, and 
then stone work put in place to support a final layer of decking.  Due to the soft nature of the 
surface, a considerable period had to be allowed for settlement to reduce the risk of subsidence 
when the final surface was laid, with the OPW labour resources deployed to other projects in 
the meantime.

It is proposed that the final phase of the works – the laying of the surface will be carried out 
by a contractor with this procurement process to commence shortly, and so it is not possible to 
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give a completion date for these works.

Costs incurred to date are not presently available but are being compiled and will be make 
available to the Deputy directly.

16/07/2015WRP00150Office of Public Works Properties

16/07/2015WRP00200256. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Re-
form if the Office of Public Works has any plans to provide toilet facilities at a tourist attraction 
(details supplied) in County Donegal; if an assessment has been carried out as to the feasibil-
ity of providing toilet facilities; if the Office of Public Works has examined the possibility of 
providing a café or other tourist reception infrastructure close to the site; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30091/15]

16/07/2015WRP00300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): The Grianan of Aileach is a National Monument which attracts large numbers of 
visitors.  While there is a Council owned carpark at the base of the Grianan, the Office of Public 
Works (OPW) does not currently provide a guide service or visitor facilities at the site. Further 
development within the area in the care of the OPW, the footprint of the monument, would not 
be possible as the entire hill is archaeologically sensitive and no ground disturbance could be 
allowed.

The Grianan, unfortunately, also suffers from a significant amount of anti-social behaviour 
and it is not considered appropriate to provide stand alone facilities such as toilets at the site.  
However, in the context of the Wild Atlantic Way project, the Department of Arts, Heritage & 
the Gaeltacht, the OPW, Fáilte Ireland and other relevant partners are currently examining how 
best to meet the needs of visitors to unattended National Monument Sites, such as the Grianan, 
along the entire Wild Atlantic Way route.

16/07/2015WRP00350Appointments to State Boards

16/07/2015WRP00400257. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he is responsible for all board appointments where such power to appoint persons to State 
boards is vested in him by statute; if any politically-appointed State employee outside of his 
Department is involved in decision-making concerning such appointments, in particular, if, 
during the lifetime of the Government, a named person (details supplied) has had any influence 
over any appointments made by him; if he or officials from his Department have corresponded 
with that person regarding the composition of, and appointments to, State boards to which 
he has statutory power to make appointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30115/15]

16/07/2015WRP00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response 
to the Deputy’s question I am responsible for appointments to State Boards under my remit 
and am not aware of any communication between members of my Department and the person 
identified in your question.

The Deputy will be aware that in September 2014 the Government agreed to introduce a 
new system for State Board Appointments.  Building on the earlier 2011 decision, this decision 
required my Department to prepare guidelines on a new process to be agreed by Government.

The Guidelines were approved by Government in November 2014 and seek to provide 
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good practice rules around the implementation of the decision, which has at its core three key 
principles:

- promote wider access to opportunities on State Boards;

- put in place detailed and comprehensive criteria for those roles; and    

- introduce transparent and rigorous assessment of candidates against these criteria.

The guidelines clarify which positions on boards they apply to and change the process 
around Ministerial appointments of individuals to State Boards. 

The new arrangements provide for a robust selection system operated independently by the 
Public Appointments Service (PAS) with selection being based on objective criteria. The new 
arrangements ensure that candidates recommended for appointment have the skills and compe-
tencies required to carry out their duties on a State Board.  

Under the new system for appointments to State Boards, the specific requirements identi-
fied for board roles will be published as well as information illustrating the knowledge, skills, 
experience and expertise possessed by appointees conforming to those requirements.

Applications are welcome from people who believe they have the relevant skills and experi-
ence to join a State Board, barring any disqualifications that may apply under legislative provi-
sion. Persons interested in serving on a board should apply via the State Boards portal run by 
PAS at www.stateboards.ie.

16/07/2015WRP00550Departmental Budgets

16/07/2015WRP00600258. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
total current and capital funding allocated to his Department; the underspend or overspend in 
2015 to date under each category, based on his Department’s spending profile; the funding 
made available within, and external to, his Department’s functions to support innovation; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [30130/15]

16/07/2015WRP00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to 
the Deputy’s question the following tables outline the total current and capital funding allocated 
to his Department; the under or overspend year to date in 2015 in my Department.

PROGRAMME EXPENDITURE

A - PUBLIC EXPENDITURE AND SECTORAL POLICY

Programme Expen-
diture

2015
End - June 
Estimate 

2015
End-June 
Actual

Current Capital Total Current Capital  Total (Under)/Over-
spend

€000 €000 €000 €000 €000 €000 €000 

A.1 - Administration 
- Pay

 3,520  3,520  3,520   3,520 - 

A.2 - Administration 
- Non-Pay

421  421 433  433 12 

A.3 - Economic & 
Social Research 
Institute - Admin and 
General Expenses

1,275  1,275 430  430 (845) 
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Programme Expen-
diture

2015
End - June 
Estimate 

2015
End-June 
Actual

Current Capital Total Current Capital  Total (Under)/Over-
spend

€000 €000 €000 €000 €000 €000 €000 

A.4 - Structural 
Funds Technical 
Assistance & Other 
Costs

481  481 475  475 (6) 

A.6 - PEACE 
Programme/Northern 
Ireland INTERREG

1,264  1,264 1,032  1,032 (232) 

A.7 - Special EU 
Programmes Body

582  582 602  602 20

A.8 - Ireland - Wales 
and Transnational 
INTERREG

288 288 309 309 21

A.9 - Consultancy & 
Other Services

20 20 - - (20) 

Total (1,050)

PROGRAMME EXPENDITURE

B - PUBLIC SERVICE MANAGEMENT AND REFORM

Programme Expen-
diture

2015
End - June 
Estimate

2015
End-June 
Actual

Current Capital Total Current Capital  Total (Under)/Over-
spend

€000 €000 €000 €000 €000 €000 €000 

B.1 - Administration 
- Pay

 6,401  6,401 5,520  5,520 (881) 

B.2 - Administration - 
Non-Pay

667 50 717 683 42 725 8

B.3 - Institute of Pub-
lic Administration

1,400  1,400 1,400  1,400 -

B.4 - Civil Service 
Arbitration and Ap-
peals Procedure

17  17 13  13 (4)

B.5 - Consultancy & 
Other Services

337  337 61  61 (276)

B.6 - Office of the 
Government Chief 
Information Officer

1,534 391 1,925 896 104 1,000 (925)

B.7 - Reform Agenda 1,347 1,347 648 648 (699)

B.8 - Employee Assis-
tance Officer Shared 
Service

605 605 607 607 2

B.9 - Statute Law 
Revision Programme

190 190 145 145 (45)

Total (2,820)

An amount of €2.423 million has been allocated within my Department’s Vote to the Reform 
Agenda Fund 2015, which is supporting the delivery of Public Service Reform and Civil Ser-
vice Renewal.  This funding is being used to support a number of innovative reform initiatives 
and projects including, for example, the implementation of the Public Service Reform Plan 
2014-2016; the implementation of the Civil Service Renewal Plan; funding for the Benefacts 
partnership initiative (formerly The Irish NonProfits Project/INKEx); and support for External 
Service Delivery and Shared Services projects.  It is also being used to support other reform 
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related initiatives such as the Open Government Partnership.

Separately, in January 2015, the Government approved the Public Service ICT Strategy - 
“Delivering better outcomes and efficiency through innovation and excellence in ICT”.  Build-
ing on the successful delivery of many existing services, the Strategy sets out how we can oper-
ate in a more efficient, shared and integrated manner across all of Government while delivering 
new and innovative digital services to citizens and businesses. Innovative use of ICT in the 
Public Service will deliver better value for taxpayers by creating efficiencies through integra-
tion, consolidation and sharing of common infrastructure, systems and resources.

The strategy has five key strategic objectives that will set the future direction for innovation 
and excellence in ICT in Public Service.  A Strategic Implementation Plan is currently being 
developed and will include business cases for future investment in a number of strategic initia-
tives.

An amount of €39,033,000 has been allocated within my Department for the National Shared 
Services Office Vote for 2015. This funding is being used to support the establishment of Shared 
Services within the Civil Service which is a key innovation initiative in the delivery of Public 
Service Reform and Civil Service Renewal. Shared services is a recognised model globally for 
consolidating transactional functions, such as Finance, Payroll, and Human Resources, that 
improves business performance and drives value through the provision of shared transactional 
services by an independent service provider to a number of organisations that were previously 
carried out by each organisation separately. Shared Services improve efficiencies and control 
by freeing up resources to focus on their core business and eliminating duplication of effort, 
enabling quicker access to data and improved data quality through process standardisation, 
specialisation, and technology automation. 

Within the Civil Service the introduction of shared services is an important part of the Gov-
ernment’s reform programme. The new shared services office began providing HR and Pen-
sions Administration Shared Services to the Civil Service on a phased basis in March 2013 and 
is continuing to roll this out to other Public Service Bodies throughout this year. The Payroll 
Shared Service Centre began transacting in December 2013 and this will become fully opera-
tional by 2017. There is also a project underway to develop a Financial Management Shared 
Service Centre for the Civil Service, expected to be operational in 2017. 

The Procurement Reform Programme and the establishment of the Office of Government 
Procurement (OGP) is one of the key government reform programmes designed to achieve sig-
nificant benefits including savings in public expenditure. The new procurement arrangements 
will deliver significant benefits to the State by transforming the existing fragmented procure-
ment model to a centre-led structure, underpinned by common policies, processes and systems. 
The net funding allocation for the Office of Government Procurement in 2015 is estimated at 
€18.974m.

16/07/2015WRP00750Departmental Programmes

16/07/2015WRP00800259. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if his 
Department or agencies under the authority of his Department have performed an assessment of 
the potential savings to be accrued if current paper-based application processes by members of 
the public were replaced with a fully online application system; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30145/15]

16/07/2015WRP00900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As the Deputy 
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will be aware my Department does not have any paper based application processes for mem-
bers of the public however we are taking major strides towards a paperless working environ-
ment.  We introduced a system for the electronic processing of PQs which has reduced the 
huge amount of paper associated with this process.  This is complemented by an esubmissions 
system.  The implementation of an electronic records management system, eDocs, is currently 
underway.  This system will address the challenges of enabling the department to manage files 
and documents more effectively removing paper from the process where possible.

The Government’s second Public Service Reform Plan 2014-2016 was published in January 
2014.  This plan places a particular focus on improving service delivery.  This is being imple-
mented in a number of ways including more digital delivery of services, better information 
sharing and the use of business process improvement to streamline key processes and eliminate 
duplication.

The bodies under my aegis include the Office of the Ombudsman who operate an online 
complaints system which also allows the complainant to track the progress of their complaint 
against a public body.  Similarly, the Office of the Information Commissioner also has a facil-
ity for making online applications for review of Freedom of Information decisions by public 
bodies, but also accepts written applications for reviews.  The Special EU Programmes Body 
(SEUPB) use a fully on-line application process since the beginning of the 2007-2014 EU Pro-
gramme period and I can confirm that SEUPB does not print application forms.  As part of their 
Strategic Plan 2015-2016 the Valuation Office are developing the range and quality of online 
services offered to their customers in line with their eGovernment Strategy.  The application 
process for campaigns run by the Public Appointments Service is already an online application 
process through publicjobs.ie. Members of the public interested in acting on State Boards can 
apply online through stateboards.ie.

The OPW have advised that they will respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

16/07/2015WRP00950Departmental Reports

16/07/2015WRP01000260. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
his Department’s annual report for 2014 will be published. [30218/15]

16/07/2015WRP01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The 2014 An-
nual Report for my department was published on the department’s website in March 2015 and 
is available at http://www.per.gov.ie/annual-progress-report-2014/ in both English and Irish.

16/07/2015WRP01150Commercial Rates Valuation Process

16/07/2015WRP01200261. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a 
mezzanine floor which is freestanding and not structurally attached to the building is excluded 
from a valuation assessment under the Valuation Acts; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30222/15]

16/07/2015WRP01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Valua-
tion Act, 2001 provides in Schedule 3, Sections 1(a) and (b) that all buildings and lands used 
or developed for any purpose including constructions affixed thereto are rateable.  The basic 
premise under the Act is that all interests (including buildings) and lands used or developed for 
any purpose (irrespective of whether such lands are surfaced) and any constructions affixed 
thereto which pertain to that use or development are rateable unless expressly exempted under 
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Schedule 4 of the Act.

The Commissioner of Valuation is independent in the exercise of his duties under the Valu-
ation Act, 2001 and the making of valuations for rating is his sole prerogative. The statute does 
not accord me any function in this regard. Mezzanines which are considered by the Valua-
tion Office to be an integral part of the structure of the building are rateable. Less permanent 
structures which are not an integral part of the building are not rateable. The ratability of other 
structures affixed to a property to increase the storage capacity of that property must be con-
sidered on a case by case basis having regard to the provisions of Schedule 3 of the Valuation 
Acts 2001 - 2015.

16/07/2015WRP01350Flood Prevention Measures

16/07/2015WRP01400262. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to address the flooding issue in Ahascragh in County Galway; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30260/15]

16/07/2015WRP01500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): As previously outlined to the Deputy in the reply to Parliamentary Question 
38476 of 8 October 2014, the Ahascragh River forms part of the Ahascragh River Drainage 
District and, as such, the responsibility for maintenance rests with the relevant local authority, 
in this case Galway County Council. Under the Arterial Drainage Act, 1945, as amended, all lo-
cal authorities are required to provide to the Office of Public Works an annual report in respect 
of the condition of the Drainage Districts within their care. The most recent report submitted by 
Galway County Council covers the year ended 31st December, 2013 and shows that the Council 
expended €15,000 on maintaining the district.

A national programme of Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) 
Studies, which is being carried out by several engineering consultancies over six regions, is 
focused on 300 Areas for Further Assessment (AFAs). The designated AFAs were selected fol-
lowing the Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment (PFRA) phase in 2011. Arising from the PFRA, 
Ahascragh has been designated as one of the AFAs and is being assessed under the Shannon 
CFRAM Study which OPW is currently undertaking in partnership with the relevant local au-
thorities including Galway County Council.  

Under the CFRAM Study, draft predictive flood mapping has been produced for Ahascragh.  
A Public Consultation Day on the draft flood maps was held in Ahascragh on 26 February 2015.  
The draft flood maps are currently available for inspection on the Shannon CFRAM Study web-
site www.shannoncframstudy.ie.  A national consultation process on the draft flood mapping is 
scheduled to take place in the autumn.  Following the finalisation of the flood mapping and the 
assessment of appropriate flood risk management options, the final output from this important 
project will be integrated Flood Risk Management Plans containing specific measures to ad-
dress in a comprehensive and sustainable way the significant flood risk identified. The CFRAM 
Programme will be used to determine national priorities for future State investment in flood 
defences.

16/07/2015WRP01550Office of the Ombudsman Investigations

16/07/2015WRP01600263. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 290 of 23 June 2015, the options that are open to a person 
who is still dissatisfied with the way the Ombudsman investigated that person’s complaints and 
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with the in-house complaints process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30389/15]

16/07/2015WRP01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The reply to 
PQ 290 explained about the independent role of the Ombudsman and outlined details of the 
non-statutory internal appeals procedure for decisions of the Ombudsman.  This allows for a re-
examination of a complaint by a caseworker who has had no previous involvement in the case 
and who is in a more senior position than the original caseworker.  Details of this procedure are 
available on the Ombudsman’s website.  As with any public body, if a member of the public is 
dissatisfied with an action or decision taken, it is open to the person to take a case for judicial 
review against the Ombudsman or indeed the public body about which the original complaint 
was made.

16/07/2015WRP01750Departmental Legal Cases

16/07/2015WRP01800264. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 98 of 12 June 2014, the outcome of the application for legal 
cost made by the Commission for Public Service Appointments; if he will detail the amount the 
proceeding has cost to date; his views on whether an alternative dispute resolution mechanism 
may have been more cost effective in dealing with the matter; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30390/15]

16/07/2015WRP01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I understand 
that the costs arising from the Commission for Public Service Appointments’ successful de-
fence of a Judicial Review case have not yet been settled and have been referred to the Taxing 
Master. I consider therefore that it would be inappropriate for me to comment on this matter 
pending the conclusion of the hearing on costs.

16/07/2015WRP01950Office of Public Works Properties

16/07/2015WRP02000265. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform fur-
ther to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 314 of 13 May 2015 and 85 of 8 July 2015, if he will ad-
dress the question (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30393/15]

16/07/2015WRP02100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): As stated in replies to previous questions Nos 314 of 13 May, 2015 and 85 of 8 
July 2015, the site in question at Anne Street was acquired by the OPW from Wexford Borough 
Council in exchange for a site owned by the Commissioners at King Street. The Anne Street site 
was assembled by Wexford Borough Council prior to the property exchange.

In relation to a number of the questions submitted by the Deputy, the OPW has no informa-
tion regarding the compilation of the Anne Street site by Wexford Borough Council. All ques-
tions relating to this are a matter for Wexford Borough Council. 

The current OPW Office at Anne Street were designed in accordance with client Depart-
ment requirements. The successful contractor was appointed following a competitive tender 
competition.

The OPW has no information on the beneficiaries of any insurance payout arising from the 
fire at the County Hotel in July, 1994.

Regarding the chain of title to the current Government Offices site, the following is the 
sequence of events:
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One part of the Anne Street site, formerly owned by Raymond Corish and Company and 
registered under Folio 19285F was acquired by Wexford Borough Council. This was trans-
ferred to OPW in exchange for the site in King Street owned by OPW. On completion of the 
legal formalities, OPW’s title was registered under Folio 21417F. The other part of the Anne 
Street site, was also acquired from Wexford Borough Council, by OPW in 1997 and was regis-
tered under Folio 22940F.

16/07/2015WRP02150Work Permit Applications

16/07/2015WRP02200266. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation when a 
person (details supplied) will receive a decision regarding their application for a work permit; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30161/15]

16/07/2015WRP02300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): A General 
Employment Permit application in respect of the person named by the Deputy was received 
in my Department on 14 April 2015.  Additional information was requested in respect of this 
application relating to the nature of the business and this information was received on 23 June 
2015.  The Department are currently processing completed General Employment Permit appli-
cations received on 15 June 2015.  Accordingly, it is expected that a decision will be made on 
this application in the next 2-3 weeks.

16/07/2015WRP02350Departmental Strategies

16/07/2015WRP02400267. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
Department’s priorities for the remainder of this Dáil; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29588/15]

16/07/2015WRP02500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): In addition to 
ensuring good governance in the overall operations of my Department, priorities in my Depart-
ment for the remainder of the term of this Dáil are set out in the three tables below.

Programme for Government 2011-2016 - priorities for DJEI for the remainder of this 
Dáil:

Table 1

Ref  No. Arising From  Commitment (detail)

1.5.5 Programme for Government Develop a National Intellectual Property (IP) protocol to 
give predictability about the terms on which business can 
access IP created in Higher Education Institutions and the 
wider digital sector.  The IP Protocol was published in 
June 2012, the purpose of which is to help the enterprise 
sector to access the research undertaken in Ireland’s 
universities, institutes of technology and other public re-
search institutions. Work on a revised ‘IP Protocol 2015’ 
is currently underway.  A key recommendation of the 
2012 report centres around the establishment of a Central 
Technology Transfer Office (ctto) to provide an effective 
interface between industry and the research community 
and to drive a world class technology transfer system 
in Ireland, ensuring it is responsive to the needs of both 
industry and academia. The ctto branded ‘Knowledge 
Transfer Ireland’, was launched in May 2014 along with 
a website offers businesses a searchable database of 
research and expertise available in Irish HEIs and access 
to opportunities to license new technologies and IP as 
well as access to a range of practical guides and model 
agreements all of which will help businesses to engage 
with the research sector.
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Ref  No. Arising From  Commitment (detail)

1.5.6 Programme for Government Promote and support investment in technology research, 
development and commercialisation beyond basic 
research supported by Science Foundation Ireland, as 
well as removing barriers to innovation and accelerate 
exploitation of new technologies.  The IP Protocol and 
Knowledge Transfer Ireland, referred to above, will 
support both industry parties and research performing 
organisations in making their commercial negotiations 
on the exploitation of new technologies and ideas faster, 
more consistent and more transparent. In 2013 SFI’s legal 
remit was extended to include applied research in areas 
of importance to Ireland’s economy to complement with 
its original mandate of funding oriented basic research. 
Extending the remit of SFI to fund applied research will 
also help bring the outcomes of research funded since the 
establishment of SFI closer to market.

1.5.7 Programme for Government Target key technology areas and sectors where innovation 
can be applied including but not limited to high value 
manufacturing, advanced materials, nanotechnology, bio-
science, electronics, photonics and electrical systems and 
information and communication technology. The report 
of the Research Prioritisation Steering Group recom-
mended 14 areas of opportunity as well as underpinning 
technologies and infrastructure to support these priority 
areas which should receive the majority of competitive 
public investment in STI over the coming 5 years. Fol-
lowing publication of the report on 1st March 2012, the 
Prioritisation Action Group (PAG) was established, under 
the chairmanship and political leadership of the Minister 
for Research and Innovation to drive implementation of 
research prioritisation under the broader authority of the 
Cabinet Committee on Economic Recovery and Jobs. Ac-
tion Plans to drive implementation have been developed 
for each priority area and were approved by Government 
in June 2013 along with  a detailed Framework of Metrics 
and Targets  drawn up  to measure the outputs and impact 
of public investment in STI including the impact of 
research prioritisation. The first annual report tracking 
progress on implementation of research prioritisation 
was published on 4 July 2014. An independent panel has 
been appointed to report on the effectiveness of research 
prioritisation.

1.5.8 Programme for Government Focus on the application of technological innovation in 
established sectors of the economy like energy generation 
and supply, transport, creative industries, high-value 
services and architecture and construction by identify-
ing challenges, establishing priorities and developing 
strategies which specify necessary actions to transition to 
more innovative approach. See 1.5.7 above in relation to 
Research Prioritisation

1.5.9 Programme for Government We will continue to promote Ireland’s full engagement 
with the ‘Innovation Union’ proposals issued by the 
European Commission in October 2010 as one of the 
seven flagship initiatives under EU2020 Strategy, with the 
specific aim of refocusing R&D and innovation policy on 
major challenges and at turning inventions into products.

1.5.10 Programme for Government Establish a network of Technology Research Centres 
focused on applied technological research in specific 
areas, to be linked to appropriate higher-education 
institutions. The centres will accelerate exploitation of 
new technologies by providing infrastructure that bridges 
gap between research and technology commercialisation. 
We will initially establish 3 additional centres focusing 
on biotechnology, nanotechnology and high value 
manufacturing. Further centres from a number of other 
areas will be selected at a later time. Enterprise Ireland 
have established a network of 15 Technology Centres 
across a range of areas of direct relevance to enterprise 
research needs covering manufacturing & materials, 
cloud, analytics & learning technologies, energy, business 
processes & financial services as well as food & health. 
Over 300 companies are directly engaged with these 15 
Technology Centres.  

1.5.11 Programme for Government Support the development of an International Content 
Services Centre to make Ireland world leader in 
managing intellectual property. A Feasibility Study was 
commissioned and finalised in January 2013. The study is 
still part of the deliberative process and consideration is 
being given to the findings and recommendations of the 
study in the context of development of broader FDI and 
Intellectual Property policy generally.

1.5.12 Programme for Government We will pioneer within the EU a model of ‘fair use’ 
in European Copyright Law, like in the USA, which 
effectively permits the use of portions of a copyrighted 
work so long as the normal economic exploitation of 
the originating work is not undermined. This will allow 
internet companies and other digital innovators to bring 
their services to market. 

1.5.2 Programme for Government We will support our indigenous digital game industry 
by reforming R&D supports available to the industry, 
setting aside funding from Innovation Fund Ireland for 
a seed capital scheme for Irish digital gaming start-ups, 
introduce a digital media component to Transition Year 
programmes and promote Ireland as digital gaming hub.  
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Ref  No. Arising From  Commitment (detail)

1.6.3 Programme for Government We will reform the Joint Labour Committee structure, 
beginning with the appointment of independent chair-
persons to JLCs, who will retain a casting vote. Reform 
options will examine the rate of pay for atypical hours.  
Currently there are three JLC’s fully operational; Secu-
rity, Contract Cleaning and Hairdressing.

1.6.6 Programme for Government A key part of reducing regulatory burdens is better com-
munication to increase awareness of regulation. Making 
it easier for small businesses and start-ups to identify 
the regulations that apply to them is important.  We have 
already developed and launched the www.businessregula-
tion.ie web portal, which brings together in one place 
many strands of regulatory and compliance information 
applicable to business, along with links to supports for 
small businesses and start-ups.  The functionality of the 
portal will be reviewed with a focus on enhancing access 
and information for small and micro businesses. Further, 
my Department has instituted a series of free business 
communication events called Taking Care of Business 
(TCOB), where business people can hear short presenta-
tions on regulation and available supports and interact 
with personnel from up to 30 agencies.  Five events 
have been held to date and 1,700 business people have 
participated.  The next Taking Care of Business (TCOB) 
event will take place in Drogheda on the 8th October.
The Workplace Relations Reform Programme will deliver 
a simplified two-tiered structure, amalgamating the 
existing five Bodies and providing for a single body of 
first instance, the Workplace Relations Commission, and 
a single body of appeal, in effect an enhanced Labour 
Court. The Workplace Relations Act 2015 was signed into 
law by the President on 20th May, 2015. The Minister 
has announced that the Act will be commenced on 1st 
October, 2015. 

1.7.3. Programme for Government We will support the development of a more dynamic, 
venture capital industry in Ireland by seeking to attract 
top tier venture financing and investment companies to 
Ireland, such as Silicon Valley Bank.

1.7.4 Programme for Government We will work to promote a greater appreciation of the co-
operative model as a distinct form of organisation, ensure 
a level playing field between co-operatives and the other 
legal options for structuring enterprise activities, and 
provide a conductive framework for the full potential of 
the co-operative model to be realised, including in areas 
such as childcare, education, housing, energy retrofitting, 
environmental protection, transport and healthcare. The 
Friendly Societies and Industrial Provident Societies 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill was enacted on 21 July 
(No. 19 of 2014).  Parts 1-3 of the Act were commenced 
with effect from 28 July 2014.  Part 4 (Application of Ex-
aminership to co-operatives) was commenced with effect 
from the 1st July 2015.The responsibility of my Depart-
ment lies in the legislative provision for co-operatives in 
general.  Any initiatives to facilitate or promote the devel-
opment of co-operatives in particular sectors, for example 
group water schemes, renewable energy or agricultural 
co-operatives, would be a matter for colleagues in the 
respective Government Departments.  

1.8.25 Programme for Government DJEI will seek to establish Ireland as a renewable manu-
facturing hub to attract international and domestic invest-
ment.It was envisaged that the opportunity to develop a 
renewable manufacturing hub would be greatly facilitated 
by the proposed Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA) 
with the United Kingdom to facilitate trade in renewable 
electricity.  The IGA did not proceed in 2014 and may be 
re-visited at a later date.

2.8.10 Programme for Government On foot of the Government decision in 2012 to reform 
the system for delivery of State supports to micro and 
small enterprises, the County and City Enterprise Boards 
(CEBs) were legally dissolved on 15th April, 2014 and 
31 Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) were established on 
the same day. Under the legislation the functions, assets 
and liabilities of the CEBs were transferred to Enterprise 
Ireland (EI). The LEO structure combines the expert 
knowledge of the former CEBs, the Business Develop-
ment expertise of the Local Authorities and is overseen by 
the dedicated Centre of Excellence in Enterprise Ireland. 
Prior to the establishment of the LEOs a Service Level 
Agreement (SLA) was agreed between EI and the Local 
Authorities in each Local Authority area.  The Minister 
for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation retains responsibility 
for policy and budgets. 

3.41.6 Programme for Government We will reform the current law on employees’ right to 
engage in collective bargaining (the Industrial Relations 
(Amendment) Act 2001), so as to ensure compliance by 
the State with recent judgements of the European Court 
of Human Rights.Industrial Relations (Amendment) 
Bill 2015 expected to be passed by both Houses of the 
Oireachtas on 16 July and to be enacted shortly thereafter.

1.8.7 & 4.15.3 Programme for Government The Competition and Consumer Protection Act 2014 
came into force on the 31st October 2014.  It provides 
enabling provisions to regulate certain practices in the 
grocery goods sector. Following a public consultation 
process which was launched in December 2014 I hope to 
promulgate regulations before the end of 2015.
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Ref  No. Arising From  Commitment (detail)

Programme for Government The Department will continue to support Enterprise 
Ireland to develop entrepreneurship, growth, internation-
alisation and innovation within Irish-owned SMEs, with 
the aim of creating sustainable jobs across all regions of 
the country.

Statement of Government Priorities 2014-2016 - priorities for DJEI for the remainder 
of this Dáil

Table 2

Ref  No. Arising From  Commitment (detail)

5.1.14 Statement of Government Priorities Since the introduction of the legislation to establish the 
31 LEOs, the focus has been on development of customer 
service, continuity of services and installation of over-
sight structures. In addition, LEOs have delivered a very 
successful competition to find Ireland’s Best Young En-
trepreneur which gave rise to over 1000 applications for 
investment in new business projects from people under 30 
years of age. LEOs have also been engaged in many new 
actions emanating from the Action Plan for Jobs and the 
Entrepreneurship Policy Statement.  The focus over the 
coming months will be to continue the process of embed-
ding the network of 31 LEOs in every local authority by 
setting business targets, strengthened customer service, 
improved communications, and promotion of LEO sup-
ports, activities and successes.

5.1.15 Statement of Government Priorities Implementation of the actions sets out in the National 
Entrepreneurship Policy Statement which was published 
in Oct 2014.

5.1.23 Statement of Government Priorities Implementation of an Integrated Licensing Application 
Service The contract has been awarded and the develop-
ment of the system is being rolled out by An Post

5.2.1 Statement of Government Priorities We will establish a Low Pay Commission on a statutory 
basis as an independent body to make annual recommen-
dations to the Government about the appropriate level of 
the minimum wage and related matters.Low Pay Com-
mission Bill was passed by both Houses of the Oireachtas 
on 14 July and will be enacted in the coming days.First 
recommendation from the Commission to be presented to 
the Minister by 21 July.

5.2.13 Statement of Government Priorities We will prioritise the enactment of the Collective Bar-
gaining legislation as approved by Government.Industrial 
Relations (Amendment) Bill 2015 expected to be passed 
by both Houses of the Oireachtas on 16 July and to be 
enacted shortly thereafter.

5.2.14 Statement of Government Priorities We will complete the programme of reform and mod-
ernisation of the Workplace Relations bodies, including 
enactment of the Workplace Relations Bill, to deliver, 
for employees and employers, streamlined and efficient 
advisory, conciliation, mediation, resolution, adjudica-
tion, inspection and enforcement services within a single 
Workplace Relations Commission and enhance and 
strengthen the Labour Court.The Workplace Relations 
Act 2015 was signed into law by the President on 20th 
May, 2015. The Minister has announced that the Act will 
be commenced on 1st October, 2015. 

5.2.15 Statement of Government Priorities Study on the prevalence of zero hour contracts among 
Irish employers and their impact on employees and make 
policy recommendations to Government on foot of this. 
In February 2015, following a competitive tendering 
process, University of Limerick were commissioned to 
undertake a study on the prevalence of zero hours and 
low hours contracts and their impact on employees. The 
report will be completed in mid Q3 2015.  Any evidence-
based policy recommendations considered necessary on 
foot of the findings will be brought to Government.  

Additional priorities in DJEI for the remainder of this Dáil

Table 3

Arising From Commitment (detail)

Action Plan for Jobs Delivering on actions arising for DJEI from Action Plan for Jobs 2015 and 2016 and working across 
Government on implementation of other aspects as appropriate.

Action Plan for Jobs 2016  Engaging extensively with stakeholders including enterprise to identify firstly, the key challenges or ob-
stacles to job creation and secondly, the new opportunities for growth where early, targeted Government-
led initiatives can lay the foundations for sustainable job creation and full employment.
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Arising From Commitment (detail)

Action Plan for Jobs Enhance user experience and reduce compliance costs by technology enhancements and maximising 
e-business opportunities in the delivery of workplace relations services.

Action Plan for Jobs Enhance the effectiveness of the Early Resolution Service in resolving disputes/complaints without 
recourse to costly adjudication or inspection 

Action Plan for Jobs Implementing the new Statement of Foreign Direct Investment Policy and new IDA Strategy

Action Plan for Jobs Evaluation of the programmes of the enterprise agencies to ensure value for money of DJEI programme 
expenditure.

Action Plan for Jobs Evaluate Ireland’s the impacts of Ireland’s participation in EU research programmes (FP7) and how they 
can be increased for the future. Evaluate our overseas agency networks to ensure effective and efficient 
use of our resources, both in terms of attracting FDI (from a range of countries) and in terms of support-
ing our Irish owned enterprises to internationalise and to succeed in export markets.

Action Plan for Jobs Developing new opportunity areas including in Manufacturing, Data Analytics, Smart Ageing, Energy, 
Design and Intellectual Property Management

Action Plan for Jobs Determining actions to improve Ireland’s competitiveness, working with the National Competitiveness 
Council 

Action Plan for Jobs Regional Action Plans for Jobs will be developed to ensure that all regions have an opportunity to benefit 
from our economic recovery.  While employment has increased nationally by 80,000 since the start of the 
Action Plan for Jobs process, the rate of progress across the regions is uneven.A series of action-focused 
Regional Action Plans for the regions will be developed and rolled out on a phased basis.  The first two 
regional Action Plans for Jobs, covering the Midlands and the South West regions, were published in the 
last two weeks. Work is continuing on the remaining six plans.

Action Plan for Jobs Implement the recommendations of the Review of the MicroEnterprise Loan Fund Scheme.

Action Plan for Jobs Following the passing of the appropriate primary legislation implement and promote the new Credit 
Guarantee Scheme.

Action Plan for Jobs Review the outdated Dangerous Substances legislation with a view to replacing it with a streamlined, 
lower cost and enterprise friendly system for the licensing of petroleum storage and dispensing facilities.

Action Plan for Jobs and Farm Safety Action Plan (2013-2015) Develop the application of BeSMART for the agriculture sector. This tool has been developed to help 
small businesses meet their obligations under the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 and will 
help farmers to identify the risks that exist on their farms and work towards mitigating those risks, thus 
reducing injuries and fatalities.

Action Plan for Job and Construction 2020- A strategy for a Renewed 
Construction Sector Construction Contracts Act, 2013.

Commence implementation of the Construction Contracts Act, 2013.

Government Decision/Action Plan for Jobs Ensuring implementation of the National Research Prioritisation Exercise

Government Decision Establish national Health Innovation Hub to drive collaboration between the health system and com-
mercial enterprises leading to the development and commercialisation of new healthcare technologies, 
products and services emerging from within the health system and enterprise.

The Government accepted the recommendation of the Global Irish 
Economic Forum to designate a year to celebrate Irish design and under 
the Action Plan for Jobs 2014, the Government agreed to “Develop and 
implement a work programme to deliver Year of Irish Design 2015”.

Year of Irish Design 2015 (ID2015) is an initiative with a national dimension - across all regions - to pro-
mote the use of design in business and to develop the Irish design sector, and an international dimension 
- to promote Ireland as a source of internationally competitive design and to promote Ireland as a creative 
and innovation-led economy. The Design and Crafts Council of Ireland will manage ID2015 on behalf of 
the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, other 
Government Departments and their agencies.

Action Plan for Jobs Complete review and strategy for the design sector in Ireland 

Arising from Governments Medium Term Economic Strategy Enterprise Policy 2025 – bringing forward a ten year strategy that sets out the strategic actions needed 
across government to achieve the ambition of sustainable full employment, with 2.175 million people in 
employment by 2020. We can strongly influence our chances of success by focusing on supporting the 
productive sector, leveraging our strengths and comparative advantage in key sectors, addressing struc-
tural issues in the economy and by achieving an uplift in our productivity performance and our capacity to 
innovate. A whole of government approach will be required to progress implementation, building on the 
existing APJ process.

Expert Group for Future Skills Needs/Department of Education & 
Skills/DJEI

Advancing skills requirements of enterprise through the Expert Group for Future Skills Needs in areas 
such as ICT, in the Hospitality Sector- Hotels, Tourism and Catering, Marine and in Freight Transport/
Distribution/Logistics Sectors. Ensuring that the talent requirements of employers are met- Enhancing the 
alignment of the skills requirements of employers with the education & training sector to deliver on their 
current and future skills through engagement with the 8  newly established/establishing regional skills 
fora, - Participation in Apprenticeships, Springboard programmes, ICT conversion- Ensuring that the 
further education sector delivers suitable programmes to the occupational standards required through for 
example plc provision incorporating relevant work experience, an enhanced range of traineeships/specific 
skills training in areas of high skills demand as identified by the Expert Group on Future Skills Needs- 
ensuring the targets of the ICT skills action plan are progressing in line with the plan to 2018- Continued 
effective delivery of the employment permits system to complement our domestic supply and meet the 
requirements for high skilled talent in global demand and areas of shortages when they emerge 

Expiration of SSTI 2006-2013 Develop a new Strategy for Science, Technology and Innovation for the period 2015-2020 to set the direc-
tion for science policy for that period

Arising from National Competitiveness Council Undertaking a review of Insurance Costs. As part of its Costs of Doing Business in Ireland 2015 report 
published in April 2015, the NCC paper published a special article examining the nature of the com-
mercial insurance market in Ireland and provided an overview of the competitiveness of the commercial 
insurance market in Ireland, compared to European and non-European counterparts.

Agency Rationalisation Programme The Workplace Relations Commission will replace the Labour Relations Commission, National Employ-
ment Rights Authority, the Equality Tribunal and undertake the first instance functions of the Employment 
Appeals Tribunal. An expanded Labour Court will act as a separate appeals body.

Other Work Programme Priority Preparing a pro-enterprise, pro-jobs and pro-innovation DJEI Pre-Budget 2016 Submission

Other Work Programme Priority EU trade and investment agreement negotiations will be a priority for DJEI, in particular, the negotiations 
with the US, as well as WTO negotiations, which will culminate in the 10th Ministerial conference in 
December 2015

Other Work Programme Priority Ministerial-led Trade Missions to promote and advance the export growth and performance of Irish 
companies

Other Work Programme Priority Progressing Ireland’s engagement with the implementation of the EU’s Digital Single Market (DSM) 
Strategy, in particular the constituent areas of primary responsibility for DJEI, including copyright and 
consumer aspects.
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Arising From Commitment (detail)

Other Work Programme Priority Engaging with the European Commission to promote Ireland’s priorities in the context of the forthcoming 
EU Internal Market Strategy, and progressing Ireland’s interests in the development and implementation 
of the Strategy, including with reference to the Services Directive.

Report of Sales Law Review Group Publication (and possible enactment) of a new Consumer Rights Bill in Q1/2 of 2016.

Supreme Court ruling in McGowan striking down REA system Legislate for a revised statutory framework to address the Supreme Court ruling.Industrial Relations 
(Amendment) Bill 2015 expected to be passed by both Houses of the Oireachtas on 16 July and to be 
enacted shortly thereafter.

Other Work Programme Priority The Companies (Accounting) Bill 2015 will transpose the EU Accounting Directive (Directive 2013/34/
EU) into Irish law.  Heads of Bill are with the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel for priority drafting 
and I hope to introduce this Bill in the House early in the next Dáil session with a view to its enactment as 
soon as possible thereafter.

Other Work Programme Priority The Statutory Audits Bill will transpose the EU Audit Directive (Directive 2014/56/EU) and give effect to 
the Member State options in the EU Regulation (Regulation (EU) No. 537/2014) on Audit. Heads of Bill 
are currently being prepared by my Department and I hope to seek Government approval for the drafting 
of the Bill later this year.

Other Work Programme Priority Heads of a Bill to amend the Personal Injuries Assessment Board Acts 2004 and 2007 are currently being 
prepared by my Department and I hope to seek Government approval for the drafting of the Bill later this 
year.

Other Work Programme Priority Tax – working with Department of Finance on development of measures to support entrepreneurships, 
implementation of a competitive Knowledge Development Box and support on international tax policy 
issues from an enterprise perspective, most notably in relation to OECD discussions. 

16/07/2015WRP02550Employment Rights

16/07/2015WRP02600268. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the options available to a person to ensure that a decision of the rights commissioner under the 
auspices of the Labour Relations Commission is enforced in respect of an award made by the 
commissioner, which is not being honoured by the respondent in the case; if he is planning any 
changes in this area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29594/15]

16/07/2015WRP02700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Rights 
Commissioner Service which is operated by the Labour Relations Commission (LRC) is inde-
pendent in the exercise of its quasi-judicial function and I have no direct involvement in the day 
to day exercise of its functions.

Either party may appeal a decision or recommendation from the Rights Commissioner Ser-
vice. This should be done in writing and submitted within the appropriate time period, which 
is dependent on the legislation under which the claim was made. When a decision or recom-
mendation issues, it is accompanied by an explanatory “Appeal Information Sheet”. This sets 
out the relevant information regarding appealing the recommendation or its implementation, 
having regard to the specific piece of legislation under which the claim was submitted. 

Where an employer has not implemented the decision, and no appeal has been lodged within 
the specified time, the claimant or their representative, may then bring the decision to the Em-
ployment Appeals Tribunal, Labour Court, District Court or Circuit Court, or where appropri-
ate, the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation for implementation or enforcement, having 
regard to the particular requirements of the legislation, under which the claim was made. 

As a general rule the party to whom an award is made may pursue the matter of enforce-
ment of an unpaid award directly with the Courts Service. However, in cases other than those 
covered by the Payment of Wages Act, where an award made by a body remains outstanding, 
and where an employee is not in a position to go to the Circuit Court, the matter can be referred 
to the National Employment Rights Authority (NERA) Enforcement Services Unit, which may, 
in certain circumstances make an application to the Courts for an order on his/her behalf. 

In deciding whether or not to intervene in the Minister’s name, NERA has regard to the 
amount of the award, the potential for achieving a favourable outcome for the claimant and the 
scale of the costs likely to be incurred in doing so.  The NERA enforcement unit can be con-
tacted directly on 059 9178890.
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The collection of any money outstanding in respect of a Circuit Court order is the responsi-
bility of the relevant County Sheriff. 

Where a person’s former employer was a limited company, the company must be in liquida-
tion or receivership in order for the person to be eligible to claim for payment of an award under 
the Insolvency Payments Scheme. The purpose of the Insolvency Payments Scheme, which 
operates under the Protection of Employees (Employers’ Insolvency) Act, 1984, is to protect 
certain outstanding pay-related entitlements due to employees in the event of the insolvency 
of their employer. These entitlements include wages, holiday pay, sick pay, payment in lieu of 
minimum notice due under the Minimum Notice & Terms of Employment Acts, 1973-2001, 
and certain pension contributions.  Various other statutory awards made by the Employment 
Appeals Tribunal, Rights Commissioners, etc., are also covered by the scheme. There are statu-
tory limitations on the amount payable. An Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection, Joan 
Burton, has responsibility for the administration of the payments from the Insolvency Payments 
Scheme.

As the Deputy will be aware, I am currently reforming the State’s existing employment 
rights and industrial relations structures and this process is at an advanced stage. This reform 
programme will result in the establishment of a new two-tier Workplace Relations structure 
comprising two statutorily independent bodies replacing the current five.

The Workplace Relations Act 2015, which will give legislative effect to the reforms, was 
signed into law by the President on 20 May, 2015. I intend to commence the Workplace Rela-
tions Commission on 1 October, 2015. 

Provision has been made in the Act for a range of enhanced compliance measures, includ-
ing the use of Compliance Notices and Fixed Payment Notices. The Act also makes provision 
for the introduction of a more effective and streamlined system for the enforcement of awards 
from WRC Adjudicators and/or the Labour Court under employment rights legislation via the 
District Court.  These new compliance and enforcement measures will provide for more pro-
portionate, efficient and effective enforcement of employment law.

16/07/2015WRP02750Job Retention

16/07/2015WRP02800269. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
outcome of his discussions with an insurance company (details supplied) in relation to the need 
to retain the maximum level of employment in its office in Cavan town; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29625/15]

16/07/2015WRP02900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Depart-
ment has been in touch with the relevant bodies in this case, to ensure that Liberty Insurance’s 
staff are aware of their entitlements and the range of assistance and services generally which 
are available from the State.

The National Employments Rights Authority, which is an Agency of my Department, have 
made themselves available to deal with any employment rights issues which may arise for the 
staff impacted by this decision.

The Department of Social Protection has already been in touch with the company with a 
view to arrange briefing sessions for employees.  These briefings were arranged for last week, 
to advise the employees who opt for voluntary redundancies on the Intreo process, on jobseek-
er’s payments and on redundancy entitlements, as well as information on other schemes. One to 
one consultations will also be arranged with the employees.  
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The Guidance Staff of the Cavan and Monaghan Education and Training Board (CMETB) 
have already made contact with the company, with a view to establishing the precise number 
and timescale of impending job losses. In due course, the CMETB will provide individual ap-
pointments and follow-up meetings as well as collective staff briefings on emerging up-skilling 
and re-skilling opportunities.

The CMETB Skills for Work Programme will also be available in this case.  Tailored Train-
ing Programmes will also be designed and delivered in light of emerging opportunities in rela-
tion to training needs being identified.

It is premature to talk of “an outcome” so early in the process. Employees have to consider 
what options best suit their situation and to act accordingly. I am hopeful that when this process 
is complete that the company’s future in Cavan will be stabilised and that significant employ-
ment will be maintained there.

16/07/2015WRP02950Company Closures

16/07/2015WRP03000270. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation when 
the Company Law Review Group will meet to examine the events surrounding the closure of 
Clerys; and when the findings of their examination will be published. [29690/15]

16/07/2015WRP03100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The liquida-
tion of OCS Operations Limited is currently in the hands of liquidators under the supervision of 
the High Court. While the liquidation is at an early stage, I understand that the High Court was 
informed at the hearing on 6 July that the liquidators have identified a number of matters which 
they intend to investigate as part of the liquidation process.  It is only when all the facts and 
events leading up to the winding up of the company are known – and any potential legal chal-
lenges raised - that an informed decision can be made on whether an amendment to Company 
Law should be made.

The operation of the Companies Acts are under continuous review, particularly through the 
work of the Company Law Review Group (CLRG) and their current work programme 2014-
2016 includes items on Receivers, Examinership and Winding Up.

16/07/2015WRP03150Company Closures

16/07/2015WRP03200271. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
has written to the liquidators of Clerys requesting that the provisions in section 599 of the Com-
panies Act 2014 are fully applied; if the liquidators have confirmed their intent to apply to the 
court seeking that all of the debts provable in the winding-up are provided for from a company’s 
assets (details supplied) as necessary. [29691/15]

16/07/2015WRP03300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The liquida-
tion of OCS Operations Limited is currently in the hands of liquidators under the supervision of 
the High Court. While the liquidation is at an early stage, I understand that the High Court was 
informed at the hearing on 6 July that the liquidators have identified a number of matters which 
they intend to investigate as part of the liquidation process.  It is only when all the facts and 
events leading up to the winding up of the company are known – and any potential legal chal-
lenges raised - that an informed decision can be made on whether an amendment to Company 
Law should be made.
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As the Deputy knows the liquidators have important duties under Company law. They in-
clude:

  -  an obligation to provide within 6 months of their appointment a report on the conduct of 
Directors to the Director of Corporate Enforcement; 
  -  a requirement to make an application to the High Court for the restriction of Directors un-
less the Director of Corporate Enforcement has relieved the liquidator of this requirement.

  The liquidators have their job to do and it would be inappropriate for me to interfere with 
the exercise of their statutory functions under the Companies Act 2014.

16/07/2015WRP03350Company Law

16/07/2015WRP03400272. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
views that the decision of the new owners of Clerys (details supplied) to transfer ownership 
of an insolvent company (details supplied) to two directors who also happen to be insolvency 
experts exhibits the kind of sharp practice that the existing Companies Act legislation is not 
sufficiently robust to act as a deterrent against; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29692/15]

16/07/2015WRP03500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The liquida-
tion of OCS Operations Limited is currently in the hands of liquidators under the supervision of 
the High Court. While the liquidation is at an early stage, I understand that the High Court was 
informed at the hearing on 6 July that the liquidators have identified a number of matters which 
they intend to investigate as part of the liquidation process.  It is only when all the facts and 
events leading up to the winding up of the company are known – and any potential legal chal-
lenges raised - that an informed decision can be made on whether an amendment to Company 
Law should be made.

As the Deputy knows the liquidators have important duties under Company law. They in-
clude:

  -  an obligation to provide within 6 months of their appointment a report on the conduct of 
Directors to the Director of Corporate Enforcement; 
  -  a requirement to make an application to the High Court for the restriction of Directors un-
less the Director of Corporate Enforcement has relieved the liquidator of this requirement.

16/07/2015WRP03550Company Law

16/07/2015WRP03600273. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
views that there is no provision contained within the Companies Act 2014 that will enable the 
former direct employees of Clerys or their trade union representatives to secure the outstanding 
redundancy payments from the new owners (details supplied), and that sections 224, 228 and 
229 of the Companies Act 2014 do not provide for such a scenario. [29693/15]

16/07/2015WRP03700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Under the 
body of Irish employment rights legislation, there are significant protections afforded to em-
ployees whose employers are insolvent and who, as a result, default on payment of wages or 
payment of statutory redundancy entitlements.  These protections are administered by the De-
partment of Social Protection.
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Under the Redundancy Payments Acts, an eligible employee with a minimum of two years’ 
continuous service is entitled to a statutory redundancy payment calculated on the basis of two 
weeks’ salary for every year of service plus one further week’s pay.  Compensation is based 
on the worker’s length of reckonable service and reckonable weekly remuneration, subject to a 
salary ceiling of €600 per week.  In addition, the Department of Social Protection administers 
the Insolvency Payments Scheme which was established under the Protection of Employees 
(Employers’ Insolvency) Acts 1984 to 2006.  The Insolvency Payments Scheme provides for 
payment from the Social Insurance Fund of certain pay-related entitlements owed to employees 
by their employer in the event of the insolvency of their employer.  Such entitlements include 
the following: arrears of wages; holiday pay; sick pay; payment in lieu of minimum notice due 
under the Minimum Notice & Terms of Employment Act and certain pension contributions.  

The above entitlements are based on law. The very purpose of the legislation is to ensure 
that all employees - regardless of the legal entity that is their employer - receive their full statu-
tory redundancy payments.

16/07/2015WRP03750Innovation Vouchers Initiative

16/07/2015WRP03800274. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of applications for innovation vouchers; the number issued; the number redeemed; 
the value of vouchers redeemed for each year of the programme; the criteria for approval for a 
voucher; if it is possible for a voucher to be extended; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29831/15]

16/07/2015WRP03900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Enterprise 
Ireland Innovation Voucher Initiative was introduced in 2007 in order to drive an on-going in-
novation culture shift within small enterprise by promoting and encouraging knowledge transfer 
between Ireland’s public knowledge providers and the small business community and creating 
greater synergies between the two.  Under the initiative, vouchers worth €5,000 are allocated 
to small businesses whose proposals, to work with public knowledge providers on specific in-
novation issues, meet certain criteria. 

The Innovation Voucher Programme has been running successfully since its inception and it 
is planned to continue the programme as long as the demand justifies it and it continues to meet 
a need in the small business sector.

It is not possible to supply numbers of all applications for vouchers as only those that pass 
basic eligibility criteria are recorded on Enterprise Ireland’s database. Vouchers are awarded 
following a review of both the eligibility of the applicant and the knowledge question and ap-
proximately 80% of applications are successful. The main reasons for applications failing to be 
approved are: non-eligibility of the applicant, insufficient information, ineligible activity and 
low levels of innovation.

The number of innovation vouchers issued, redeemed and their value for each year since the 
programme commenced is set out in the table.

Year IVs issued IVs redeemed Value of IVs redeemed 
€m

2007 428 4 0.018
2008 588 206 1.0
2009 798 526 2.4
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Year IVs issued IVs redeemed Value of IVs redeemed 
€m

2010 855 524 2.6
2011 757 518 2.6
2012 767 525 2.5
2013 1008 527 2.5
2014 904 525 2.5

Applications are initially assessed by Enterprise Ireland against the following criteria:

- Whether the company is a limited company

- That the company in question does not have a current “Active” Voucher 

- That the company has not received more than the maximum number of Vouchers permit-
ted.  The maximum number of vouchers per company is three, one of which must be a co-
funded voucher between Enterprise Ireland and the company.

- That the company has received less than 300k funding from Enterprise Ireland in the previ-
ous 5 years.

  - De minimus rule – ensures that the company has received less than 200k in the previous 
3 years as per EU State Aid rules. 

If the application satisfies the above eligibility criteria the application proceeds to an evalu-
ation. The evaluation of the application must demonstrate that the proposed activity requires an 
innovative solution which will have additional value and on-going benefits for the company. 
Each application is assessed against an agreed list of eligible and ineligible activities. The full 
list of eligible and ineligible activities is available on the Enterprise Ireland website at www.
innovationvouchers.ie.  

Innovation vouchers may be extended, on the application of the knowledge provider, if 
Enterprise Ireland is satisfied that the project is underway before the expiry date for the vouch-
er.  Under normal circumstances only one extension is permitted and the maximum extension 
granted is 6 months.

16/07/2015WRP03950Microenterprise Loan Fund Application Numbers

16/07/2015WRP04000275. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide in tabular form the number of applications received by the Microenterprise Loan 
Fund in each year since its establishment; the number of loans approved; the amount drawn 
down; the number of jobs supported by the fund; his plans for its future development; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [29832/15]

16/07/2015WRP04100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): To give effect 
to the Microenterprise Loan Fund established by legislation in 2012 my Department set up Mi-
crofinance fund Ireland (MFI).

My Department publishes Microfinance Fund Ireland (MFI) quarterly progress reports on 
the Department’s website www.enterprise.gov.ie in respect of the Microenterprise Loan Fund 
Scheme. The progress report detailing drawdowns and approvals and the analysis and per-
formance by region up to the quarterly period ending 31 March 2015 is now available on the 
Department’s website.  I intend to publish the report for the period up to and including 30 June 
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2015, in the near future, once finalised. 

The Deputy is aware of the review of the Microenterprise Loan Fund which was published 
in April 2015. This review contained a number of recommendations aimed at improving the 
operation and take up of microfinance in Ireland.  The focus of MFI and my Department is 
ensuring that the recommendations contained in the review are implemented speedily.  A new 
Scheme for the Microenterprise Loan Fund is being developed to give effect to the recommen-
dations of the review and I propose to publish same shortly.

16/07/2015WRQ00150Enterprise Ireland Expenditure

16/07/2015WRQ00200276. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide in tabular form the amount of funding Enterprise Ireland has provided from the 
high potential start-up funding scheme for each year from 2010 to 2014 and for 2015 to date; for 
each of these years, the number of companies which have received funding from this specific 
scheme; the cumulative total number of jobs that have been created after this form of funding 
has been provided to these companies; the cumulative amount of additional exports in euro that 
have been generated by these companies after they have received this form of funding; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [29833/15]

16/07/2015WRQ00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Enterprise Ire-
land offers a range of financial and non-financial supports to assist clients to win business and 
sustain and create jobs through all stages of the business development cycle. Start-ups remain a 
key source of employment for the Irish economy and over time many start-ups will develop and 
grow and emerge as the medium and large sized companies of the future. Supporting Start-ups 
through feasibility funding, Competitive Start Funds, HPSU supports and the LEO network is 
critical to job creation now and in the future.

As part of Enterprise Ireland’s offering in the Start-Up space, the agency looks to develop 
and target High Potential Start-Up (HPSUs). HPSU companies are defined as start-up ventures 
that are:

- Introducing a new or innovative product or service to international markets.

- Involved in manufacturing or internationally traded services.

- Capable of creating 10 jobs in Ireland and realising €1 million in sales within three to four 
years of starting up.

- Led by an experienced management team.

- Headquartered and controlled in Ireland.

- Less than six years old.

Table 1 below outlines the number of HPSUs approved in the years 2010 to 2015 and the 
total amount paid to them in relation to all approvals from the year they became a HPSU.  These 
companies have created 3,706 jobs (3,287 Full Time and 419 part time) between 2010 and 
2014. The most recent export data available is from the 2014 Annual Business Review survey. 

Of the 476 HPSUs approved between 2010 and 2014, 331 (69%) returned a survey in the 
2014 ABR and reported exports totalling €157.7m. It should be noted that, in general, HPSUs 
require five years post-approval to reach target milestones for sales and employment. In any 
year’s cohort there will always be a number of HPSUs which fail or do not reach the target 
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milestones.

Table 1: Number of HPSUs for the years 2010 to 2015 and total amount of funding* paid to 
these as at 15 July 2015

Year Achieved No. of HPSUs approved Total Payments from year 
approved as HPSU to 
15/7/2015

2010 80 €23,158,005
2011 93 €25,215,194
2012 97 €21,093,454
2013 104 €19,815,796
2014 102 €15,429,713
2015 (at end of June) 45 €6,050,310
Grand Total 521 €110,762,472

*Payments are in relation to all approvals from the full suite of Enterprise Ireland client of-
fers. Source – Standard Enterprise Ireland Cognos Payment Report of 15 July 2015.

16/07/2015WRQ00325Development Capital Scheme

16/07/2015WRQ00350277. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
level of take-up of the development capital scheme in each year since its establishment; the 
number of jobs supported; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29834/15]

16/07/2015WRQ00400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Devel-
opment Capital Scheme which is run through a open and competitive process, on foot of key 
actions under the APJ process has seen total commitments by the State of €75m to three funds. 
Under the Scheme, commitments were made to  MML, BDO and Cardinal Carlyle that will 
provide equity or quasi equity of between €2m and €12m to established investee companies.

Each of the funds established under the Development Capital Scheme is aimed at providing 
funding for the mid-sized, mostly export-oriented businesses with clear growth and develop-
ment prospects.  The funds are targeted particularly at manufacturing and technology compa-
nies in traditional sectors including engineering, food, life sciences, services and electronics. 
All of the funds were established in the later parts of 2013 and commenced investment in 2014.

State investment in these funds is on the same terms as the private sector. The investment 
managers are responsible for making investment decisions within a clearly defined investment 
strategy over the life time of the fund.  All three funds have invested in the Irish market and are 
looking for new investment opportunities. 

Table 1 below breaks down the level of investment in companies under this Scheme on an 
annual basis to Q1, 2015 and documents the number of actual investments and the number of 
companies in receipt of investment. There has been further investment activity in Q2 and this 
will be reported in future following receipt of investment data and quarterly reports. 

Table 1 – Investment Data 

Year No. of Investments Amount No. of Companies
2014/Q1, 2015 4 €29,993,997 4
Total 4 €29,993,997 4
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Table 2 below outlines the economic profile of the companies in receipt of investment as of 
the year end 2014. A survey to obtain the economic company profiles to the end of Q2, 2015 is 
currently being prepared. 

Table 2 – Economic Profile of Companies Year 2014

Type Direct IRL Employ-
ment (FTE)

Turnover Exports

Development Capital 872 €135,036,577 €75,837,462
Grand Total 872 €135,036,577 €75,837,462

16/07/2015WRQ00500Seed and Venture Capital Scheme

16/07/2015WRQ00600278. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
level of take-up of the seed and venture capital scheme in each year since its establishment; the 
number of jobs supported; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29835/15]

16/07/2015WRQ00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Successive 
Governments have invested in the domestic venture capital sector over the last twenty years.  
This investment has sought to increase the availability of risk capital for SMEs to support eco-
nomic growth through the continued development of the Seed and Venture Capital industry in 
Ireland, thereby achieving a more robust, commercially viable and sustainable sector.

As part of Budget 2013 the Government committed €175 million to the Seed and Venture 
Capital Scheme 2013-2018, with a target to leverage a further €525 million from the private 
sector making €700 million in additional capital available to high growth SMEs. Following 
the conclusion of an extensive and in-depth evaluation, the first call for expressions of interest 
under this scheme has concluded and commitments of €99.5m were made to a number of funds 
in the technology and life science sectors.  All investment activity for 2015 will be reported in 
the Enterprise Ireland annual Seed and Venture Capital Report 2015. 

The Deputy should also be aware that Funds in receipt of investment under the Seed and 
Venture Capital Scheme 2007-2012 are still actively investing. A third call for expressions of 
interest under the Seed and Venture Capital Scheme 2007-2012 was issued in July, 2012 and 
tables detailing the levels of investment and economic impacts are attached at Appendix 1.  

In June I announced that up to €65m is being made available for co-investment in seed 
funds, and issued an open competitive call to fund managers to signal their interest in establish-
ing funds. The specific objective is to ensure there is sufficient seed capital in the Irish market to 
meet demand and to support company creation and commercialisation of research. The deadline 
for expressions of interest for this process is 31 July 2015. Following this Enterprise Ireland will 
evaluate all submission against the published criteria and investment decisions will be made. 

Later today, I am launching the annual Enterprise Ireland Seed and Venture Capital Report. 
The report highlights that under the 2007–2012 Programme, Enterprise Ireland committed €175 
million to continue to develop the seed and venture capital market in Ireland. Up to December 
2014 fourteen new funds were launched with an Enterprise Ireland commitment of €174 mil-
lion. It further noted that in 2014, venture capital funds in receipt of commitments under the 
Enterprise Ireland Seed and Venture Capital Schemes made 156 investments in Irish based 
companies, with a total investment value of €62 million.  The report will be available on the 
Enterprise Ireland website. 

Appendix 1
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Table 1- Level of Investment

Year No. of Investments Amount No. of Companies
2007 1 €500,000 1
2008 17 €6,885,420 15
2009 32 €29,709,099 19
2010 93 €17,094,115 20
2011 116 €37,592,086 42
2012 142 €52,654,225 40
2013 146 €56,873,427 48
2014 53 €55,554,109 37
2015 641 €20,205,128 9
Grand Total 641 €277,067,609 231

Table 2- Economic Profile

2014 Full Time Equiva-
lents (Direct Irish 
Employment)

Turnover Export

Main VC funds 1,067 €100,859,730 €84,308,357
Seed VC funds 1,083 €156,908,908 €75,632,657
Grand Total 2,150 €257,768,638 €159,941,014

16/07/2015WRQ00750Innovation Fund Ireland

16/07/2015WRQ00800279. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
level of take-up of the Innovation Fund Ireland in each year since its establishment; the number 
of jobs supported; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29836/15]

16/07/2015WRQ00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Innovation 
Fund Ireland is a Government initiative designed to attract leading international venture capital 
fund managers to Ireland to compliment the domestic venture capital sector.  Innovation Fund 
Ireland funding involves Enterprise Ireland and NPRF investing together and separately. The 
NPRF has now been reconstituted as the Irish Strategic Investment Fund. The dual mandate 
of the ISIF – investment return and Irish economic impact – represents a new approach to in-
vesting and will require all transactions to generate both risk adjusted commercial returns and 
economic impact in Ireland.

Enterprise Ireland and the NPRF each had up to €125 million to make commitments to in-
ternational Venture Fund Managers.  These funds are committed to establishing a presence in 
the Irish market and agree to invest, at a minimum, the equivalent of Enterprise Ireland’s contri-
bution, over the lifetime of the fund in Irish companies or companies with significant operations 
in Ireland.  Enterprise Ireland issued two open competitive calls for proposals in 2010 and 2012. 
To receive an investment through Innovation Fund Ireland venture capital fund managers have 
to meet, at a minimum, the following criteria to be considered for investment:

- An established global profile and network with a reputation for market leadership in ven-
ture capital investment.

- A proven track record of raising funds and generating superior returns for investors.
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- A capacity to access high potential international investment opportunities with an invest-
ment team capable of attracting world-class entrepreneurs.

- An intention to establish a new and substantial presence in the venture capital market in 
Ireland and a willingness to invest a meaningful proportion of their venture capital fund in Irish 
companies or companies with significant Irish operations.

Enterprise Ireland alongside the NPRF/ISIF has made commitments to (i) Four Venture 
Capital, (ii) Sofinnova, (iii) Highland Venture Capital Europe and (iv) Lightstone Ventures. A 
further commitment has been made to another fund which will be announced shortly. Two of 
these funds remain actively seeking opportunities.

Separately the NPRF/ISIF has made a number of commitments to funds including Polaris 
and DFJ Esprit. The ISIF comes under the responsibility of my colleague, the Minister for 
Finance and the ISIF recently issued their economic impact report which is available on the 
National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) website.

The tables below detail the levels of investment in Irish companies to the end of Q1, 2015.

Table 1 - Investment Levels

Year No. of Investments Amount No. of Companies
2013 2 €744,620 2
2014 3 €32,169,146 2
2015 1 €2,643,000 1
Grand Total 6 €42,259,766 5

Table 2 - Economic Impact Data 2014 – IFI

Year Full Time Equiva-
lents (Direct Ireland 
Employment)

Turnover Exports

2014 266 €29,951,000 €26,058,000
Total 266 €29,951,000 €26,058,000

16/07/2015WRQ00950Industrial Development

16/07/2015WRQ01000280. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
has examined mandating the Industrial Development Agency and Enterprise Ireland to jointly 
establish a new unit to attract and support small scale foreign direct investment to rural towns; 
the approximate cost of this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29837/15]

16/07/2015WRQ01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Enterprise Ire-
land and IDA Ireland are both enterprise development agencies operating under the aegis of my 
Department. Enterprise Ireland (EI) is the agency responsible for the development and promo-
tion of the Irish business sector and its focus is on the growth of world-class Irish companies to 
achieve strong positions in global markets. On the other hand, IDA Ireland’s focus is on attract-
ing foreign direct investment that is value added, requires high skill levels and a sophisticated 
business environment to maximize their business potential.

Job creation and retention is central to all activities undertaken by Enterprise Ireland and 
IDA Ireland. In this context, of course, it is the case that the agencies share similar objectives in 
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the development of the enterprise base and the business-environment in Ireland. This includes 
joint work on the growth of new and existing business sectors in Ireland, the support of col-
laborative R&D among and between Irish-owned companies and multinationals based here, the 
facilitation of networks and clusters which enhance enterprises’ ability to innovate, partner and 
source with each other, and a range of other on-going activities.

The Action Plan for Jobs 2015 includes a commitment to develop and publish a suit of re-
gional Action Plans to support enterprise growth, regional job creation and to better integrate 
the efforts of the enterprise development agencies and other regional stakeholders in support-
ing enterprises development in the regions. The Midland regional Action Plan for Jobs was 
launched on 29 June.  The South West Action Plan for Jobs, the second of 8 regional jobs 
plans, was launched on 3 July with the aim of delivering 10-15% employment growth in each 
region over the coming years. The South West Plan contains 250 collaborative actions. It is the 
cumulative effect of these measurers in the action plans and the collaboration which they will 
bring about in their delivery which will make a real and last impact on the jobs potential of each 
region.

The Succeed in Ireland initiative, which was launched by the Government as part of the 
2012 Action Plan for Jobs is designed to lead to additional job creation. The scheme is delivered 
on behalf of IDA Ireland by Connect Ireland to support any potential investors identified to 
locate in Ireland. Over the current lifetime of the programme Connect Ireland has submitted 46 
projects to IDA Ireland for consideration under the Succeed in Ireland Initiative. These projects 
have the potential to deliver 1,298 jobs, many in rural locations.

Regional development is a major component of IDA Ireland’s new corporate strategy – en-
titled Winning – Foreign Direct Investment 2015-2019.  For the first time ambitious FDI invest-
ment targets have been set for each region, with a strong focus on securing an increased share 
of investments across the country.  Central to this is a strong ambition for employment growth 
throughout all regions over the lifetime of the strategy.

A number of years ago I also established an Enterprise Ireland/IDA Ireland Senior Manage-
ment Team, comprising representatives from both organisations, to drive effective collabora-
tion. Among the key initiatives being jointly undertaken by EI and IDA are:  - Undertaking a 
Global Sourcing Initiative targeted at maximising the procurement opportunities for Irish busi-
ness with foreign owned companies based in Ireland.

- Collaborating on the Technology Centres initiative which sees Irish and foreign owned 
companies work together on agreed research programmes.

- Driving effective collaboration between respective teams in Enterprise Ireland and IDA 
Ireland working on the overseas entrepreneurs and emerging businesses agenda. 

It is my belief the increasing levels of collaboration between the agencies will assist Irish 
owned business grow, while developing and deepening the impact of foreign direct investment.

I am satisfied with the level of co-operation between both agencies and there are no plans to 
change the mandate of the agencies.

16/07/2015WRQ01150Enterprise Support Schemes

16/07/2015WRQ01200281. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
plans to create a one-stop-shop to act as a focal point of contact for support for prospective 
social enterprises; the approximate cost of this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[29838/15]

16/07/2015WRQ01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Pro-
gramme for Government includes a commitment to develop a vibrant and effective social en-
terprise sector. A report on the potential of social enterprises to create jobs and to identify the 
actions required by Government and other relevant bodies and agencies, was commissioned 
and produced by Forfás in July 2013. The Forfás report recommended the establishment of an 
Inter-Departmental Group (IDG) to develop and champion the sector. The group was estab-
lished in October 2013 and at that time Minister of State Sean Sherlock, who had a personal 
interest in driving this agenda, was appointed as Chair of the IDG, with administrative support 
to be provided by the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government. 
Minister Sherlock has since been appointed as Minister of State to the Department of Foreign 
Affairs. While the work in this area continues political responsibility has not yet been reas-
signed, however, I understand that this process is in train and will be resolved shortly.

The Social Enterprise spectrum ranges from enterprises that are fully supported by the State 
through to a small number of commercially trading companies. Where Social Enterprises are 
trading commercially, they are fully entitled to engage with the range of enterprise supports 
provided by my Department and its agencies – particularly the Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs).  

Where social enterprises are already supported by the State to provide certain services, they 
are not trading commercially and therefore not eligible for the finite supports the State has to 
offer to companies in the commercial sphere. 

My Department has no policy responsibility for the broader social enterprise sector and to 
this end I have no plans in this area. However, there are many supports available to all entre-
preneurs wishing to start up a business, and those that wish to expand businesses, with a viable 
commercial element.

16/07/2015WRQ01350Enterprise Ireland

16/07/2015WRQ01400282. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the stan-
dard procedure of Enterprise Ireland for investigating claims of fraud, wherein State funds have 
been invested and lost; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29871/15]

16/07/2015WRQ01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Enterprise 
Ireland regards allegations of wrongdoing in companies in which it holds shares (or to which it 
has provided grants under an existing grant agreement) with the utmost seriousness.

There are provisions in Enterprise Ireland’s standard legal agreements which oblige a com-
pany in which Enterprise Ireland currently holds shares (or in respect of which there is a cur-
rent grant agreement) to provide any information regarding its activities sought by Enterprise 
Ireland or its Agents. 

The Audit Committee of Enterprise Ireland would be kept fully informed of any such allega-
tions about a company and the subsequent investigation.

16/07/2015WRQ01550Enterprise Ireland

16/07/2015WRQ01600283. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if En-
terprise Ireland has undertaken an investigation into claims of fraud at a limited liability Irish 
company (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29872/15]
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16/07/2015WRQ01700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I have con-
sulted Enterprise Ireland in regard to the issues raised. However all of those matters are subject 
to the provisions of the Companies Acts and are therefore matters of law between the people 
concerned and others such as Directors and Shareholders.

In particular, the examinership process for the case concerned is a matter for the High Court 
and I have no role in this regard.

I should also point out that Enterprise Ireland has no role in the management of companies 
which it supports. This is a matter for the Directors of such companies.  In addition, Enterprise 
Ireland has no role in relation to disputes between shareholders and/or former shareholders of 
companies in which it had invested.  

There are provisions in Enterprise Ireland’s standard legal agreements which oblige a com-
pany in which Enterprise Ireland currently holds shares (or in respect of which there is a cur-
rent grant agreement) to provide any information regarding its activities sought by Enterprise 
Ireland or its Agents.

However in this instance, the allegation of fraud was only raised after Enterprise Ireland’s 
shares had been expunged as part of the examinership process.

16/07/2015WRQ01750Departmental Funding

16/07/2015WRQ01800284. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
amount of investment from capital spending his Department has made in County Kildare since 
2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29913/15]

16/07/2015WRQ01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Depart-
ment have provided funding for a range of initiatives to assist enterprise development and re-
search in County Kildare on an ongoing basis.

Funding for individual companies from my Department is delivered by IDA Ireland in re-
spect of the Multinational sector, by Enterprise Ireland in respect of SMEs which are Irish 
owned and by the Local Employment Offices (formerly the County Enterprise Boards) for the 
Micro enterprise sector. 

Details of grants paid to companies in County Kildare by these three bodies for the period 
2011-2014 are given on the following table.

2011 2012 2013 2014
IDA Ireland €4,281,933 €1,767,566 €4,690,248 €728,457
Enterprise Ire-
land

€3,015,258 €1,458,461 €2,988,124 €3,020,886

CEBs/LEOs €406,750 €285,256 €251,378 €240,568

Other related initiatives from Enterprise Ireland include funding provided to the National 
University of Ireland Maynooth (NUIM) under the Third Level Research and Innovation Part-
nership Funding Programme. This has involved the following expenditure on Research and De-
velopment funding: 2012 - €3,350,667; 2013 - €2,465,424; 2014 - €1,870,668; 2015 - €502,767 
to date. 

A total of €104,844 has been paid in respect of Innovation Vouchers under that programme 
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in County Kildare during that period.  In addition, my Department, through Science Foundation 
Ireland (SFI) funded Researchers in the National University of Ireland Maynooth (NUIM) as 
follows: 2011 - €6,731,609; 2012 - €6,887,086; 2013 - €3,424,580; 2014 - €4,196,829.

NUIM currently has approximately 37 active awards across all SFI programmes. 

Finally, my Department has been working on the preparation of Regional Action Plans for 
Jobs as part of the drive to increase the level of job creation across the country. Eight Regional 
Action Plans will be delivered this year, building on the success of the national Action Plan for 
Jobs process, which has contributed to the creation of over 100,000 new jobs since 2012. Two 
of the Regional Plans have recently been published and significant progress has been made in 
preparing the Action Plan for the Mid East region, in consultation with key stakeholders there, 
and I look forward to launching it later this year.

16/07/2015WRQ01950Enterprise Ireland Investments

16/07/2015WRQ02000285. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
estimated gross contribution of Enterprise Ireland supported companies to the gross domestic 
product output of the economy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29933/15]

16/07/2015WRQ02100287. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the total 
estimated tax contribution to the Exchequer in terms of payroll and corporation tax of Enter-
prise Ireland supported companies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29935/15]

16/07/2015WRQ02200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 285 and 287 together.

Enterprise Ireland (EI) is the agency under my aegis with responsibility for the development 
of Irish enterprise, deepening Ireland’s footprint in world markets and supporting employment 
creation in the indigenous enterprises in our economy. 

A gross estimate based on the total output of EI clients (€36.3bn) in 2014 as a percentage of 
total GDP output in 2014 of €181.330bn as reported by the CSO in the Quarter Four National 
Accounts release, shows a contribution of 20%. Gross figures should be used with caution as 
they do not represent final contributions to GDP as not all products/services may be considered 
as final outputs for the purposes of calculating GDP. On the basis of estimated value added by 
EI clients in 2014 (€12.959bn), the direct contribution of estimated value added totals 7.2% 
of GDP. An important element of the impact of Enterprise Ireland client companies in the 
economy is of course the expenditure made on payroll and locally sourced goods and services 
in Ireland.  In 2014 this totalled €22.9bn.

It is important to note that Enterprise Ireland does not collect official data or statistics on the 
payroll or corporation taxes paid by its clients. 

However, the agency, as part of the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation Annual 
Business Survey of Economic Impact (ABSEI), collects some data which can be used to pre-
pare indirect estimates. 

Given the limitations of the data, it is not possible to determine a distribution of incomes 
earned within client companies, nor data relating to the status or application of reliefs or assess-
ment which impact the final tax contribution.  However, this limited basis, a figure of €1.45bn 
in annual employee income taxes can be estimated. In addition to income taxes, employers’ 
taxes are also a payroll related contribution to the Exchequer. Taking these elements together, 
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a total contribution to payroll taxes in the region of €1.88bn in respect of EI client companies 
is estimated. 

In relation to corporation taxes, a profit estimate based on total estimated value added less 
the cost of payroll/other costs is calculated, before applying the average effective tax rate which 
is taken from research by the Department of Finance Effective Rates of Corporation Tax in 
Ireland – Technical Paper, April 2014. Based on this analysis, the estimated corporation tax 
contribution is €383m. Again caution is advised in the use of this figure as the component data 
is estimated and not based on actual corporation tax returns for client companies, and excludes 
tax expenditures through schemes such as the R&D tax credit, SURE (Start-up Refunds for 
Entrepreneurs) and so forth. 

Taken together, the estimated data demonstrates that Enterprise Ireland client companies, 
located in every county in Ireland, continue to make a substantial economic impact in the State. 

The Enterprise Ireland Annual Report for 2014 will be laid before the Oireachtas in the 
coming days.

16/07/2015WRQ02250IDA Data

16/07/2015WRQ02300286. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
estimated gross contribution of Industrial Development Agency Ireland supported companies 
to the gross domestic product output of the economy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29934/15]

16/07/2015WRQ02400288. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the total 
estimated tax contribution to the Exchequer in terms of payroll and corporation tax of Industrial 
Development Agency Ireland supported companies; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [29936/15]

16/07/2015WRQ02500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 286 and 288 together.

The impact of the FDI companies is very significant to the Irish economy with some €2.6bn 
of materials and €11.3bn of services purchased by these companies annually.  

The most recent data relating to the total estimated tax contribution to the exchequer in 
terms of corporation tax of IDA Ireland client companies is set out below. The table also sets 
out the total spend on payroll by IDA client companies. Payroll taxes are not record separately 
by the agency.  

Gross value added is conceptually similar to GDP but examines production on a sectoral 
level rather than final expenditure type and this is thus a better reflection of  the contribution to 
the economy.

The latest available figures from the CSO show total Gross Value add (GVA), accounted 
for by foreign-owned MNE dominated sectors stood at 24.6% in 2013. Viewed over the period 
from 2008, the share of total GVA at constant prices accounted for by the foreign-owned MNE 
dominated sectors rose steadily from 23.6 per cent in 2008 to a peak of 26.8% in 2012, falling 
back to 24.6% in 2013. This was principally due to a combination of increased payments for 
royalties by Software & Communications entities and the impact of the pharma patent cliff.

During 2014 some 15,012 new jobs were created by IDA client companies with a net in-
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crease in employment of 7,131, one of the net highest levels of job creation in a decade. In the 
first half of the year, IDA approved 110 investment projects, which will lead to the creation of 
9,000 direct jobs this year and over future years as the companies gradually roll out their invest-
ment plans and another several thousand indirect jobs.

Indicator 2012 €’m 2013 €’m % change 2012-
2013

Corporation Tax €’m 2,800 2,800 8.2%
Total Payroll Costs 7,991 8,502 6.4%

  Question No. 287 answered with Question No. 285.

  Question No. 288 answered with Question No. 286.

16/07/2015WRQ02750Departmental Advertising Expenditure

16/07/2015WRQ02800289. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
cost of public advertising, statutory and non-statutory, funded by his Department in 2013 and in 
2014; the corresponding figure for agencies under the control of his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30028/15]

16/07/2015WRQ02900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The total ex-
penditure on advertising by my Department and its Offices in 2013 and 2014 was €57,684 and 
€101,937 respectively.

The payment of advertising fees by the Agencies under the aegis of my Department is a day-
to-day matter for the individual Agencies concerned for which I have no direct function. I have, 
however, asked each Agency to advise me of any such expenditure in 2013 and 2014 and I will 
communicate that information to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

16/07/2015WRQ02950Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRQ03000290. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
cost in 2013 and in 2014 of printing reports by his Department and agencies under the control 
of his Department; the corresponding figure for annual reports; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30043/15]

16/07/2015WRQ03100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The total cost 
of printing reports and annual reports for my Department and the Offices of my Department for 
2013 and 2014 are outlined in the table below.  The cost of printing is a day-to-day matter for 
the individual Agencies concerned for which I have no direct function.

I have asked all Agencies under the aegis of my Department to advise me of any such print-
ing costs for the dates concerned, and I will communicate that information to the Deputy as 
soon as it is available.

- 2013 2014
Printing of Reports €2,768 €17,492
Of which: Printing of An-
nual Reports

€314 €480



16 July 2015

303

16/07/2015WRR00150Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRR00200291. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
cost in 2013 and in 2014 of issuing hard copy payslips to staff or retired staff by his Department 
and agencies under the control of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30058/15]

16/07/2015WRR00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Depart-
ment’s Payroll system provides electronic access to weekly and fortnightly payslips for over 
90% of its staffing cohort.  This electronic system has been operational across the Department’s 
IT network since October 2011.  

For a small number of payees on the payroll there is still a weekly requirement to provide 
hardcopy payslips.  Typically this ranges between 120-150 people per week and arises due to 
the fact that certain payees on payroll do not have always direct access to the Department’s 
computer network. 

The postage costs associated with the hardcopy provision to these individuals is estimated 
at €3,500 per annum since 2012. 

Pension payments for former staff of the Department are made through the Paymaster Gen-
eral and not via the Department’s payroll. 

I have asked the enterprise agencies to provide the information relevant to their respective 
payroll operations directly to the Deputy as soon as possible. 

16/07/2015WRR00350Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRR00400292. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
he will outline and itemise all expenditure undertaken by his Department, on private travel for 
his and-or for his private office, on legal fees, on consultancy fees and on hotel accommodation, 
during the twelve month period to 30 June 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30073/15]

16/07/2015WRR00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): In relation to 
legal fees and consultancy expenditure no such expenditure has been incurred by my private 
office.  The expenditure for official travel undertaken by myself and my private office for 2014 
and to the end of June 2015 is outlined in the table below. The expenditure covers national and 
foreign travel.

Category Full year 2014 2015 (to end June 2015)
Flights € 6,809.35 €  826.70
Subsistence € 7,566.60 € 2,233.89
Motorised travel(home & 
foreign)

€ 7,878.68 € 4,872.91

Hotel Accommodation € 1,014.58 € 2,839.76
Miscellaneous €   135.24 €    13.20
Total €23,404.45 € 10,786.46

16/07/2015WRR00550Appointments to State Boards
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16/07/2015WRR00600293. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
if he is responsible for all board appointments where such power to appoint persons to State 
boards is vested in him by statute; if any politically-appointed State employee outside of his 
Department is involved in decision-making concerning such appointments, in particular, if, 
during the lifetime of the Government, a named person (details supplied) has had any influence 
over any appointments made by him; if he or officials from his Department have corresponded 
with that person, regarding the composition of, and appointments to, State boards to which 
he has statutory power to make appointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30113/15]

16/07/2015WRR00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): In respect of 
State Board appointments that are wholly within my discretion, my overriding priority has been 
to appoint the best people available for particular board positions.  The credentials of the ap-
pointees vary depending on the requirements of the individual posts.  I am satisfied, however, 
that in all cases, they have the skills and expertise to allow them to contribute positively to the 
functions of their individual board.  

There has been no involvement of the person referred to in respect of the decision making 
for any appointments to State Boards. 

16/07/2015WRR00750Departmental Funding

16/07/2015WRR00800294. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
current and capital funding allocated to his Department; the underspend or overspend in 2015 
to date, under each category, based on his Department’s spending profile; the funding made 
available within and external to his Department’s functions to support innovation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30128/15]

16/07/2015WRR00900298. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
total funds made available within his Department to support innovation, both within existing 
enterprise and new enterprise; the total funding made available within his Department for sup-
porting enterprise and job creation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30256/15]

16/07/2015WRR01000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 294 and 298 together.  

As published in the Revised Estimates Volume 2015, the total gross Exchequer provision to 
the Department to support the enterprise, job creation and innovation agendas for 2015 amounts 
to €810.18 million.  This includes €20 million in capital carryover from 2014 for use in 2015. 

The €810.18 million provision is broken down through a total capital allocation of €509 
million and a current expenditure provision of €301.18 million. 

The Deputy should note that the direct capital supports to industry and across Ireland’s 
research system are set out in the 2015 Revised Estimates Volume through two programme ex-
penditure areas, namely “Expenditure Programme A – Jobs and Enterprise Development” 
and “Expenditure Programme B – Innovation”.  The respective 2015 capital allocations 
under these expenditure areas are set out in Tables 1 and 2 that follow. 

Table 1: Programme A - Jobs and Enterprise Development

- 2015 Capital provision 
Enterprise Ireland € 56.00m
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- 2015 Capital provision 
IDA Ireland  € 95.00m
Local Enterprise Offices € 18.50m
InterTrade Ireland €  5.53m
InterReg Programme €  3.00m
National Standards Authority of Ireland €  0.50m
Temporary Loan Guarantee Scheme €  0.50m
Total € 179.03m

 

Table 2:  Programme B - Innovation 

- 2015 Capital provision
Science Foundation Ireland €157.00m
Enterprise Ireland €119.43m
Programme for Research in Third-Level 
Institutions

€ 32.02m

Tyndall National Institute €  2.90m
Ireland’s memberships of International 
Research Organisations (European Space 
Agency, European Molecular Biology 
Laboratory, European Molecular Biology 
Conference, Eureka, COST).

€ 18.62m

Total €329.97m
 

Capital expenditure at the end of June 2015 amounted to €196.21 million.  This is 6% ahead 
of the initial start-of-year profiled capital expenditure amount of €184.8 million for the first half 
of the year.

Current expenditure at the end of June 2015 amounted to €138m.  This is 5% behind the 
initial start-of-year profiled current expenditure amount of €145.2 million for the first half of 
the year. 

16/07/2015WRR01050Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRR01100295. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if his 
Department or agencies under the authority of his Department have performed an assessment of 
the potential savings to be accrued, if current paper-based application processes by members of 
the public were replaced with a fully online application system; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30143/15]

16/07/2015WRR01200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Depart-
ment is acutely aware of the benefits that can be gained, both in terms of providing enhanced 
services to the public and in securing greater value for money, by moving from paper based to 
on-line systems.  In recent years, services provided to the public by my Department’s Export Li-
censing Unit, the Companies Registration Office and the Patents Office and have been reviewed 
and are now all available on-line.  Most recently, my Department has also made it possible to 
make applications to the Workplace Relations Bodies using eForms technologies.
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These moves to on-line provision have allowed the services to continue to be delivered ef-
ficiently despite significant levels of staff reductions across the Department.  For example, in 
2014 the cost to customers of filing documents electronically with the Companies Registration 
Office was approximately €4.9 million less than it would have been had these documents been 
filed manually.  For those forms where there is an eForm available, 80% were used electroni-
cally.  Furthermore, since the commencement of the Companies Act 2014, the Companies Reg-
istration Office has mandated electronic filing, including electronic signing, in respect of certain 
forms and the Office remains committed to extending electronic filing further.  It has also begun 
to offer digitally certified documents, which it intends to roll out throughout the year to all cer-
tificates that it currently issues to companies manually.  This will generate savings in postage 
costs and ensure that the certificates are delivered to customers considerably faster.

The introduction of a system of filing applications for Trade Marks on-line has resulted in 
the saving of the salary costs of two Clerical Officer posts.  In total, it is estimated the Patents 
Office will achieve financial savings of approximately €50,000 per annum from this initiative.

Procurement has commenced on a new system to allow applications for employment per-
mits to be submitted on-line.  The introduction of such a system will future-proof the service 
and make it capable of managing significant increases in volume demand, without the need 
for corresponding additional staffing and the resultant physical accommodation that would be 
required.

My Department will continue to seek opportunities to deliver services on-line as a more 
customer-friendly, cost-effective, resource-efficient and value for money means of delivering 
our range of services to our client-base.

16/07/2015WRR01250Departmental Correspondence

16/07/2015WRR01300296. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
steps he will take to address the issues raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30168/15]

16/07/2015WRR01400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am aware 
that the Westmeath LEO met with the company concerned during April 2014, when the at-
tendees were fully briefed on LEO services.  The company subsequently applied for tradeshow 
assistance and I understand from the Local Enterprise Office (LEO) Westmeath that they were 
approved funding to exhibit at a tradeshow in the UK in 2015.  The LEO received no further 
applications for any other assistance from the company.  

LEO Westmeath is happy to meet with the company again and outline the services available 
to them.  In this regard, I would suggest that the company should make contact again with the 
LEO to discuss their current situation and needs as the LEO is best placed to advise the compa-
ny at this stage in its development.  Further information is available from LEO Westmeath, Áras 
an Chontae, Mount Street, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath, Email: localenterprise@westmeathcoco.
ie, website: www.localenterprise.ie/Westmeath. 

In regard to Enterprise Ireland assistance, the Agency supports high potential start-ups which 
are companies that are internationally focused and that have the potential to employ at least 10 
persons within three to four years of starting and to generate revenues of at least €1 million.

While I understand from Enterprise Ireland that they met with the company in 2014, I would 
nevertheless suggest that the company completes and returns the Outline Business Proposition 
which is available from Enterprise Ireland.  This will enable the Agency to assess the business 
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and its stage of development with regard to where Enterprise Ireland may be able to assist. 

I would also recommend that the company consider attending an export workshop organised 
by Enterprise Ireland’s team from their Potential Exporters Division.  In addition, the company 
have the option of using Enterprise Ireland’s Market Research Centre services to explore export 
markets.  Further information on the Agency’s services is available at http://www.enterprise-
ireland.com/en/.

16/07/2015WRR01450Departmental Reports

16/07/2015WRR01500297. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation when 
his Department’s annual report for 2014 will be published. [30216/15]

16/07/2015WRR01600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Depart-
ment is currently at an advanced stage in finalising the Department’s Annual Report for 2013 
and I expect this will be published in the 3rd Quarter 2015.  

Following publication of the 2013 Annual Report, work will urgently commence to prepare 
the 2014 Annual Report, with a view to publishing it before the end of 2015.

   Question No. 298 answered with Question No. 294.

16/07/2015WRR01725Job Creation

16/07/2015WRR01800299. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
way his Department has attempted to increase job creation through the Action Plan for Jobs; the 
number of jobs expected to be created in 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30305/15]

16/07/2015WRR01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The goal of 
this Government has been to replace all of the jobs lost during the economic crisis and deliver 
sustainable full employment by the end of 2018.  This whole of Government effort has been 
integrated into the Action Plan for Jobs process which aims to strengthen the enterprise base, 
support entrepreneurship and start-ups, regain Ireland’s lost competitiveness and ensure the po-
tential of the regions for development and job creation through Action Plan for Jobs – Regional 
is fully realised, supported by competitive regional funds.

The Action Plan for Jobs complements the Government’s Pathways to Work which set outs 
actions to be taken in support of those that are currently unemployed in order to help them ac-
cess the labour market and new job opportunities.

Action Plan for Jobs 2015, the fourth such Plan, was launched in January 2015 and as well 
as building on reforms in previous years introduces new areas of focus such as: the National 
Talent Drive which aims to improve the employability of all and ensure that work always pays; 
and new sources of employment growth such as Energy Innovation, Intellectual Property and 
Design.

The Action Plan for Jobs process is working.  Over 104,000 more people are at work since 
the first plan was launched at the start of 2012 and unemployment has fallen to 9.7% in June 
2015.  Action Plan for Jobs 2015 commits to 40,000 additional jobs this year.  IDA and Enter-
prise Ireland have specific targets for 27,000 new jobs in 2015.



Questions - Written Answers

308

To achieve our ambition of sustainable full employment, the 2015 Action Plan for Jobs 
sets out a comprehensive range of measures to support entrepreneurship, SMEs and the self-
employed in the areas of education and research, business environment and supports, innova-
tion and access to finance, networks and mentoring, and access to markets.  Our key priority is 
driving implementation of the actions in the National Entrepreneurship Statement, which was 
published in October last year and to achieve the ambitions targets set out for a 25 per cent in-
crease in the number of start-ups and in the scaling and sustainability of new enterprises. 

The launch of the Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) was a major reform delivered in 2014 
and in 2015 the LEOs will have ambitious and robust county strategies and targets for start-ups, 
enterprise engagements and supports to be effective first-stop-shops for enterprise information.  
Enterprise Ireland’s support system for young companies includes help with business planning, 
mentoring and development advice, feasibility funding and finance, often in the form of equity 
investment, as appropriate to the founder’s ambitions and the company’s potential and stage 
of growth.  My Department through its agencies will build on the 2014 success of the awards 
programmes such as Ireland’s Best Young Entrepreneur with a renewed programme for 2015.

The launch of the simplified Startup Refunds for Entrepreneurs Scheme (SURE) in 2015 
will provide additional finance for entrepreneurs.  In many cases the lack of a first reference sale 
is a key barrier to accessing funding at an early stage.  Early intervention through entrepreneur 
development programmes such as New Frontiers and other programmes help companies accel-
erate their business development.  EI will support 130 new Entrepreneurs via the New Frontiers 
programme in 2015. 

Improving our competitiveness remains a key focus of my Department and Government.  
The National Competitiveness Council’s Costs of Doing Business in Ireland 2015 report shows 
that Ireland’s cost base has improved across a range of metrics over the last five years, and 
driven by reforms set out in the Action Plan for Jobs, Ireland’s competitiveness position has 
improved in recent years.  As noted in the Government’s Spring Economic Statement, this im-
provement in competitiveness has facilitated a reallocation of resources towards the tradeable 
sectors of the economy.  To sustain employment growth, there is a role for both the public and 
private sectors alike to proactively manage their cost base and drive efficiency, thus creating a 
virtuous circle between the costs of living, wage expectations and cost competitiveness. 

16/07/2015WRR01950Job Creation

16/07/2015WRR02000300. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
is aware of the need to provide much needed additional job opportunities throughout County 
Monaghan; the proposals his Department and the State’s industrial promotion agencies have 
to assist in job creation, and in the maintenance of existing employment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30334/15]

16/07/2015WRR02050301. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he is 
aware of the need to provide much needed additional job opportunities throughout County Ca-
van; the proposals his Department and the State’s industrial promotion agencies have to assist 
in job creation, and in the maintenance of existing employment; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30335/15]

16/07/2015WRR02100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 300 and 301 together. 

In general, the Government’s approach to supporting job creation at regional level is through 
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the new Action Plan for Jobs: Regional initiative.  Since the start of the national Action Plan 
for Jobs process in 2012, employment across the economy as a whole has increased, and has 
exceeded the Government’s initial target of having 100,000 people at work by 2016.  

However, we are conscious that not all regions are yet fully experiencing the benefits of the 
recovery.  To accelerate progress on the jobs agenda in the regions, last February, the Govern-
ment announced details of the Action Plan for Jobs: Regional initiative which seeks to build on 
the existing strengths and assets of each region to maximise enterprise growth and job creation. 
This initiative will see Action Plans drawn up for eight regions.  Cavan and Monaghan are in-
cluded in the Border Region.

The first two regional Action Plans for Jobs, covering the Midlands and the South West 
regions, were published in the last number of weeks.  My Department is continuing to work 
on the finalisation of a number of further regional Action Plans which will be launched shortly, 
including the Plan for the Border region.  The Plan will focus on building the enterprise base 
across the region as a whole and there will be an emphasis on collaboration across counties to 
maximise the potential of the region.

In terms of direct job creation by my Department’s agencies, Enterprise Ireland activity is 
focused on working with established companies in its portfolio and supporting entrepreneurs in 
manufacturing and internationally traded services companies who are setting up high potential 
start-up companies.  In 2014 Enterprise Ireland client companies created 394 full-time jobs in 
County Cavan and 382 full-time jobs in County Monaghan.  To date in 2015, Enterprise Ire-
land has assisted two major investments, in 2015, Lakeland Dairies’ expansion of milk powder 
processing operations at Bailieboro and Combilift’s investment programme and new jobs in 
Monaghan.

Regional development is a major component of IDA Ireland’s new corporate strategy en-
titled “Winning: Foreign Direct Investment 2015-2019”.  For the first time ambitious invest-
ment targets have been set for each region, with a strong focus on securing an increased share of 
investments.  IDA client companies in the Border region now employ 9,734 people and include 
leading companies in the Engineering, Life Sciences, Financial and Services sector.  IDA se-
cured 47 projects for the Border Region over the past 5 years (2010-2014).  A 30% to 40% uplift 
in projects would result in 61 to 66 projects for the region for the coming five years.

Counties Cavan and Monaghan are marketed by IDA as part of the North East Region and in 
2014 there were 36 IDA clients in the Region.  IDA Ireland continues to engage with all existing 
companies in its portfolio to influence, drive and support transformation initiatives designed to 
ensure longevity of investments and ongoing growth and job creation within the client base.  
IDA will consider all opportunities to leverage its property portfolio in smaller population cen-
tres like Cavan and Monaghan in order to facilitate investment and job creation. 

The Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) are the “First-Stop-Shop” service assisting in deliv-
ering start-ups and growth in the micro-enterprise sector in every County.  The Cavan and 
Monaghan LEOs offer a range of supports and advice to anyone interested in starting or ex-
panding a business.  Further information can be found on the LEO website at www.localenter-
prise.ie.

At the end of 2014 there were 1,049 jobs in LEO client companies in Cavan with jobs 
growth of 108 in 2014, and there were 904 jobs in LEO client companies in Monaghan with 
jobs growth of 61 in 2014. 

Each LEO can, subject to criteria, offer financial support to manufacturing and internation-
ally traded services, as well as a suite of other supports to start-up and existing business includ-
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ing training, mentoring, access to loans by Micro Finance Ireland and trading on-line vouchers. 

In addition to the normal suite of financial supports, the LEOs in every county are running 
Ireland’s Best Young Entrepreneur 2015, with an investment fund of up to €50,000 available 
to three category winners i.e. Best Business Idea, Best Start-Up Business and Best Established 
Business. 

I am confident that the policies pursued by the State agencies and the Local Enterprise Of-
fices will continue to support enterprise development and lead to an increase both in job cre-
ation and in entrepreneurial activity across Cavan and Monaghan throughout 2015 and beyond.

16/07/2015WRR02250Local Authority Leases

16/07/2015WRR02400302. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the criteria in place to establish a long-term lease for the new location of the Tralee Oyster 
Fisheries Society’s shellfish dispatch centre, with regard to securing funding (details supplied) 
in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29577/15]

16/07/2015WRR02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I understand 
that the lease in question is between the Tralee Oyster Fisheries Society and Kerry County 
Council (as successor of the Tralee and Fenit Harbour Commissioners) and is therefore a matter 
in which I have no statutory role. 

16/07/2015WRR02550Departmental Strategy Statements

16/07/2015WRR02600303. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his Department’s priorities for the remainder of this Dáil; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29578/15]

16/07/2015WRR02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment is committed to implementing the priorities set out in the Programme for Government 
and in the Statement of Government Priorities 2014-2016.  These form the underlying basis of 
the work of my Department.  The work of my Department is also driven by the objectives and 
strategies, goals and actions deriving from its Statement of Strategy 2015 – 2017.  This is drawn 
in turn from the agri-food industry’s blueprint for the development and progression of the agri-
food sector – “Food Harvest 2020” and its successor, “Food Wise 2025”, along with the Marine 
sector strategy “Harnessing our Ocean Wealth”.  

Implementation of the various measures agreed under the CAP reform negotiations as well 
as the Rural Development Plan 2014 -2020 are among the key priorities for the remainder of 
my term in office.  On CAP measures, my particular focus will be the approval of applications 
under first tranches of GLAS, Organic Farming Scheme and TAMS II.  Also high on my agenda 
is completion of the roll out of the new Forestry Programme 2014-2020.  

Another key priority for me is to deliver the best possible outcome for Ireland’s fishing 
fleets in the annual quota negotiations.  In this area other policy priorities include ongoing 
implementation of the Common Fisheries Policy and the Coastal States Negotiations on key 
shared stocks i.e. Mackerel and Blue Whiting.  I also plan to progress an amendment to the Sea 
Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act, 2006.  

In addition to the above I expect to achieve significant progress on the Aquaculture License 
backlog, to conduct a full review of the Aquaculture Licensing procedures as per the commit-
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ments set out in Food Wise 2025. 

In summary my main aim is to continue the sustainable development of the agri-food, ma-
rine and forestry sectors which have proven to be central to the success of our economy.  My 
remit as Minister for Agriculture, Food & the Marine is broad and varied and I am committed 
to continuing to deliver progress on all areas that I have responsibility for.  

16/07/2015WRR02750Agriculture Schemes Payments

16/07/2015WRR02800304. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount paid, of single farm payment, disadvantaged areas scheme, rural environment protec-
tion scheme in counties Westmeath and Longford, and nationally.  [29648/15]

16/07/2015WRR02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The follow-
ing tables detail amounts paid up to end of December 2014 and to date in 2015 under 2014 
Single Farm Payment Scheme and 2014 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme in counties Westmeath, 
Longford and nationally.  Payments under both schemes continue to be made on an ongoing 
basis.  

2014 Single Payment Scheme Payments 

County 2014: Amount Paid 2014 SPS 2015: Amount Paid 2014 SPS
CARLOW €23,471,063.86 €299,401.19
CAVAN €33,487,548.05 €332,184.71
CLARE €44,847,436.77 €591,915.5
CORK €159,474,090.64 €1,589,637.67
DONEGAL €45,274,266.56 €1,254,626.06
DUBLIN €8,627,475.96 €92,936.55
GALWAY €74,988,745.26 €1,152,045.61
KERRY €55,181,777.72 €658,817.48
KILDARE €30,189,289.29 €409,692.51
KILKENNY €52,507,907.96 €441,780.52
LAOIS €38,840,999.06 €599,863.90
LEITRIM €16,662,923.91 €188,356.44
LIMERICK €49,257,167.12 €417,162.02
LONGFORD €18,606,004.93 €286,203.05
LOUTH €19,095,790.39 €185,561.20
MAYO €56,534,983.63 €855,272.41
MEATH €52,936,984.78 €587,145.86
MONAGHAN €28,842,622.52 €174,782.87
OFFALY €34,750,164.66 €386,089.9
ROSCOMMON €38,235,989.02 €677,712.58
SLIGO €21,535,375.47 €298,686.9
TIPPERARY €96,067,992.37 €1,204,882.50
WATERFORD €37,096,362.53 €500,288.52
WESTMEATH €31,344,226.26 €987,237.08
WEXFORD €57,970,251.49 €994,098.69
WICKLOW €26,330,285.82 €537,872.37
TOTAL €1,152,157,726.03 €15,704,254.10
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Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments 2014 

County 2014: Amount Paid 2014 
DAS

2015: Amount Paid 2014 
DAS

CARLOW €1,327,138.54 €43,416.07
CAVAN €9,171,640.12 €223,902.75
CLARE €12,608,417.46 €451,498.37
CORK €13,893,592.84 €664,654.81
DONEGAL €15,925,149.27 €2,018,374.91
DUBLIN €226,864.09 €24,582.37
GALWAY €21,972,465.20 €1,365,069.38
KERRY €15,727,916.87 €1,308,032.49
KILDARE €731,786.72 €60,602.54
KILKENNY €3,147,795.09 €111,996.06
LAOIS €2,837,527.47 €126,712.64
LEITRIM €6,642,644.63 €452,095.95
LIMERICK €4,747,517.25 €265,267.89
LONGFORD €4,415,753.09 €243,231.50
LOUTH €1,043,935.49 €47,485.24
MAYO €20,531,960.56 €1,981,892.09
MEATH €2,040,865.77 €85,953.66
MONAGHAN €6,962,493.27 €315,840.79
OFFALY €3,960,723.56 €199,013.42
ROSCOMMON €10,617,571.49 €619,901.60
SLIGO €7,422,454.28 €451,960.15
TIPPERARY €7,979,647.32 €402,505.21
WATERFORD €2,440,618.76 €89,660.91
WESTMEATH €4,470,631.28 €187,517.99
WEXFORD €2,108,677.49 €93,941.43
WICKLOW €3,574,841.94 €191,098.34
TOTAL €186,530,629.85 €12,026,208.56

 

REPS 2014 

County 2014: Amount Paid Under 
REPS4

2015: Amount Paid Under 
REPS4

CARLOW  €1,850,818.74  €143,823.57 
CAVAN  €4,649,462.40  €374,596.98 
CLARE  €6,715,742.55  €792,386.40 
CORK  €16,735,523.65  €5,002,329.35 
DONEGAL  €7,641,235.61  €667,599.12 
DUBLIN  €216,680.03  €56,210.56 
GALWAY  €12,255,058.67  €3,053,368.62 
KERRY  €10,614,915.34  €2,546,019.04 
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County 2014: Amount Paid Under 
REPS4

2015: Amount Paid Under 
REPS4

KILDARE  €1,716,759.28  €257,717.13 
KILKENNY  €3,698,830.34  €932,886.26 
LAOIS  €3,842,120.59  €441,585.05 
LEITRIM  €3,185,917.44  €559,006.11 
LIMERICK  €6,365,663.42  €843,777.98 
LONGFORD  €1,978,736.44  €114,514.51 
LOUTH  €987,981.11  €207,088.53 
MAYO  €14,322,072.04  €2,763,269.00 
MEATH  €2,172,883.96  €449,040.99 
MONAGHAN  €3,450,533.25  €418,098.70 
OFFALY  €3,138,299.18  €402,475.79 
ROSCOMMON  €4,908,322.34  €596,349.35 
SLIGO  €3,664,972.02  €547,466.33 
TIPPERARY €9,162,940.82  €1,683,848.46
WATERFORD  €2,912,603.18  €490,988.06 
WESTMEATH  €3,055,623.94  €389,243.65 
WEXFORD €3,612,514.95 €461,098.06
WICKLOW €2,375,814.14 €293,255.87
TOTAL  €135,232,025.43 €24,488,043.47

AEOS 

County 2015 2014 Total
Carlow €196,789.29 €461,084.00 €657,873.29
Cavan €687,167.06 €1,742,512.31 €2,429,679.37
Clare €1,588,911.18 €3,968,368.52 €5,557,279.70
Cork €1,833,441.79 €3,530,077.65 €5,363,519.44
Donegal €3,501,057.08 €8,257,415.85 €11,758,472.93
Dublin €45,879.26 €66,047.86 €111,927.12
Galway €4,085,745.93 €8,987,629.27 €13,073,375.20
Kerry €1,843,179.86 €4,535,380.87 €6,378,560.73
Kildare €219,295.35 €397,216.62 €616,511.97
Kilkenny €677,625.56 €1,191,002.52 €1,868,628.08
Laois €425,380.95 €796,237.55 €1,221,618.50
Leitrim €1,461,740.93 €3,108,155.08 €4,569,896.01
Limerick €772,723.72 €1,758,444.54 €2,531,168.26
Longford €410,068.89 €708,721.61 €1,118,790.50
Louth €184,343.29 €277,982.90 €462,326.19
Mayo €4,262,266.93 €8,956,896.22 €13,219,163.15
Meath €416,856.17 €757,750.92 €1,174,607.09
Monaghan €589,966.91 €1,036,999.09 €1,626,966.00
Offaly €476,641.74 €880,253.20 €1,356,894.94
Roscommon €1,405,848.93 €3,092,143.53 €4,497,992.46
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County 2015 2014 Total
Sligo €1,064,591.96 €2,326,350.92 €3,390,942.88
Tipperary €1,113,753.81 €2,126,100.00 €3,239,853.81
Waterford €364,092.46 €703,037.01 €1,067,129.47
Westmeath €600,415.95 €1,176,811.39 €1,777,227.34
Wexford €505,445.13 €944,523.65 €1,449,968.78
Wicklow €293,487.81 €641,078.80 €934,566.61
Grand Total €29,026,717.94 €62,428,221.88 €91,454,939.82

 

16/07/2015WRR02950Sheepmeat Sector

16/07/2015WRR03000305. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason there is a rule in place that lambs purchased in a mart may not be exported live for 30 days 
after such purchase, when calves can be exported live immediately after a mart purchase; if the 
introduction of electronic identification tags for lambs for live export would resolve this issue, 
and remove the cause of this delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29687/15]

16/07/2015WRR03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under EU 
legislation, breeding and fattening sheep must be certified as having been continuously resident 
on a holding of origin for at least 30 days prior to export, including a “standstill” period of 21 
days prior to export during which time no sheep have been introduced on to the holding.  A 
derogation applies where sheep introduced during the standstill period are completely isolated 
from all other animals on the holding.  To avail of this derogation, isolation must be notified 
to and pre-approved by my Department.  Sheep being exported for slaughter must be resident 
on the holding of origin for 21 days but a standstill period is not required if the animals are 
consigned directly to a slaughterhouse in another Member State.  A 21 days standstill period is 
required in the event that sheep for slaughter are exported from an approved assembly centre or 
dealer’s premises and/or stop at a staging point in another Member State (transit or destination).  

In relation to intra-Community trade in calves, Member States are obliged under Council 
Directive 64/432 on intra-community trade to certify, among other things, that bovines being 
exported for breeding or production have been on a single holding during the 30 day period 
prior to export or, if such animals are younger than 30 days, that they have been on the holding 
of their origin since birth. 

The somewhat more stringent rules on intra-Community trade in sheep compared with cat-
tle, in particular, the “standstill” requirement, stem from the foot-and-mouth outbreak in 2001 
when the general view was that movements of sheep largely contributed to the spread of the 
disease.  With regard to identification of sheep, all ovine animals intended for intra-Community 
trade or export to third countries are required to be electronically identified in accordance with 
the provisions of Council Regulation (EC) No. 21/2004, establishing a system for the identi-
fication and registration of ovine and caprine animals, to ensure complete traceability of each 
animal.  The introduction of EID tags for lambs would not remove the obligations under the EU 
legislation relating to residency on a holding or the 21 day “standstill” period.  The rationale for 
these requirements is to ensure that sheep going for export do not come in contact with other 
animals or become infected following such contact.  

16/07/2015WRR03150Fishery Harbour Centres
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16/07/2015WRR03200306. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the measures being taken to prevent caravans from entering and staying at the harbour piers in 
Howth in County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29718/15]

16/07/2015WRR03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Pursuant to 
the Fishery Harbour Centres Act 1968 (as amended), my Department has responsibility for the 
six Fishery Harbour Centres located at Howth, Dunmore East, Castletownbere, An Daingean, 
Ros An Mhil and Killybegs.  Howth Fishery Harbour Centre is first and foremost a working 
fishery harbour and its primary objective is to provide for the needs of fishermen and the fish-
ing industry generally. However, as the Deputy is aware, Howth is also a very important tourist 
and leisure destination and my Department has to be conscious of balancing the various unique 
features that pertain in Howth.  

Parking is permitted within the limits of the Howth Fishery Harbour Centre for visitors and 
recreational users of the Harbour.  The only requirement is that they comply with the traffic 
management markings and procedures. 

Where there are safety concerns regarding traffic management and parking these should be 
brought to the attention of the Harbour Master in the first instance. 

16/07/2015WRR03350Farm Safety Scheme

16/07/2015WRR03400307. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason his Department has refused an application under the farm safety scheme for a cover for 
a slurry tank by a person (details supplied) in County Galway; his views that such provision 
should not be a priority under the scheme, given the significant risk to life, and particularly to 
children; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29720/15]

16/07/2015WRR03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Farm Safety 
is a critical issue facing farming today and is something that I am seriously concerned about.  
The current Safety Scheme has been designed to overcome some of the particular hazards 
which may be present on farms.  A total of €12.2m has been allocated to this scheme offering a 
40 per cent rate of aid, up to a maximum eligible investment ceiling of €20,000, i.e. a maximum 
grant of €8,000.  In the case in question, there were issues noted in relation to the investment 
area concerned which led to the original application being refused.  However, the decision re-
garding this application is being reviewed and the applicant will be notified of the result of that 
review very shortly.  

16/07/2015WRR03550Beef Data Programme

16/07/2015WRR03600308. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will accept a late application under the Beef Data and Genomics Programme 2015 to 
2020 by a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29725/15]

16/07/2015WRR03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The closing 
date for receipt of applications for participation in the Beef Data and Genomics Programme was 
extended to 5 June 2015 from the original closing date of 29 May.  Applications received after 
this date are not eligible to participate in the Programme.  However, if there are exceptional 
circumstances for the late submission of the application then the person named should write to 
Beef Schemes Section, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Old Abbeyleix Road, 
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Portlaoise outlining these reasons and providing any supporting documentation they deem rel-
evant to the appeal. 

16/07/2015WRR03750Genetically Modified Organisms

16/07/2015WRR03800309. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
Department has undertaken an impact assessment on the possible effects of the European Com-
mission’s proposal (details supplied) on the food and feed chain; the Government’s position on 
the proposal which is scheduled to be discussed at Council meetings over the coming month; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29907/15]

16/07/2015WRR03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Euro-
pean Commission has put forward a proposal for a EU Regulation to permit Member States to 
ban the use of genetically modified food and feed on their territory.  The proposal states that 
such prohibitions or restrictions must be reasoned and based on compelling grounds and must 
not conflict with a risk assessment prepared by the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA).  

The matter was discussed at the Agriculture and Fisheries Council in Brussels on 13 July 
and strong opposition to the proposal as it currently stands was shown by almost all Member 
States. 

At the Council meeting, I, along with other colleagues, called upon the EU Commission to 
carry out an impact assessment of the proposal as a basis for further discussions.  In addition I 
raised concerns on compatibility with WTO rules and highlighted that implementation of this 
proposal would have a disproportionate impact on those Member States that are most heavily 
dependent on imports of GM protein feed to supplement livestock diet, such as Ireland.  I also 
expressed the view that the proposal should not undermine relations with third countries that 
currently export significant quantities of GM feed to the EU. 

The concerns outlined by me at the Council meeting are shared by the Irish feed industry 
with whom my Department has been in consultation in relation to the EU Commission’s pro-
posals.  

16/07/2015WRR03950EU Regulations

16/07/2015WRR04000310. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
position relating to Irish whiskey continuing to be included on the European Union list of GIs 
agreed with third countries in current and future free trade negotiations; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [29908/15]

16/07/2015WRR04100311. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of European Union trade negotiations with Singapore and Vietnam; if Irish whiskey will 
be included on the list of protected GIs in both agreements, if concluded; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [29909/15]

16/07/2015WRR04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 310 and 311 together. 

Ireland has consistently and successfully sought to have Irish Whiskey included in lists of 
EU Geographical Indications proposed by the European Union in trade negotiations with third 
countries. 



16 July 2015

317

The negotiations for a comprehensive Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with Singapore were 
completed on 17 October 2014 and the FTA entered the “legal scrubbing phase”.  However the 
approval process by the Council of Ministers and the European Parliament has been put on hold 
pending the outcome of proceedings in the European Court of Justice on whether this is a mixed 
agreement or fully covered by Commission competence.  In relation to GIs, the Singapore 
authorities have started a public consultation process about a small number of GIs.  However 
Irish Whiskey is not among the GIs in question and I am confident that, when the agreement is 
finalised, Irish Whiskey will be included in the list of EU protected GIs. 

Negotiations on an ambitious FTA between the EU and Vietnam are now at an advanced 
stage and the hope is to conclude by the end of 2015.  The 14th Round of negotiations is tak-
ing place this week.  On the issue of beverages I am pleased to confirm that Irish Whiskey is 
included in the list of EU protected GIs for this agreement. 

16/07/2015WRS00150Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRS00200312. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of investment from capital spending his Department has made in County Kildare since 
2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29912/15]

16/07/2015WRS00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The follow-
ing table shows total capital expenditure by my Department to recipients in County Kildare 
since 2011:  

Year -
2011 8,029,503    
2012 7,565,435    
2013 7,229,521    
2014 6,557,273   
2015 (to 30/06/2015) 6,684,746   

16/07/2015WRS00350Single Payment Scheme Expenditure

16/07/2015WRS00400313. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide, in tabular form, the amount paid to farmers in County Mayo; the amount paid back 
by farmers in respect of alleged over claiming and penalties, in the years 2011 to 2014, under 
the single payment scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [29977/15]

16/07/2015WRS00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Please see 
below figures as requested for Single Farm Payment Scheme for Mayo for years 2011, 2012, 
2013, 2014.  

Year Amount Paid INTENTION-
AL OVER 
DECLARA-
TION 

OVER 
CLAIMS 

LATE PEN-
ALTY REDUC-
TION 

CROSS COM-
PLIANCE 
REDUCTION 

2011 €60,965,350.21 €0.00 -€300,928.98 -€16,011.39 -€51,246.96 
2012 €60,335,952.88 €0.00 -€269,376.29 -€5,942.67 -€75,447.84 
2013 €59,425,980.25 -€11,982.83 -€748,091.75 -€26,682.03 -€77,098.35 
2014 €57,390,256.04 €0.00 -€283,727.18 -€27,259.98 -€83,087.83 
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16/07/2015WRS00550Single Payment Scheme Applications

16/07/2015WRS00600314. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the outcome of a site visit in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Donegal in 
relation to a single payment 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [30008/15]

16/07/2015WRS00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted an application under the 2013 Single Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Schemes 
on 12 May 2013. During the 2013 LPIS Review, four l and parcels were deemed to be over-
claimed by the applicant. The over-claim amounted to 2.47 hectares. The person named ap-
pealed the decision and an official of my Department visited his holding to carry out a verifica-
tion check. The check has now been completed and the file is undergoing the final processing 
stages. An official of my Department will shortly make direct contact with the person named to 
inform him of the outcome of the appeal. 

16/07/2015WRS00750Sheep Technology Adoption Programme Payments

16/07/2015WRS00800315. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the review of a delayed payment to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare under the 
sheep technology adoption programme will be reviewed as soon as possible; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [30013/15]

16/07/2015WRS00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was a participant in the 2014 Sheep Technology Adoption Programme (STAP). As part 
of his participation in the 2014 scheme he selected Task 5, applicable to farms stocked at less 
than 170kgs/HA (of organic nitrogen) - to complete soil analysis for entire the farm.  In relation 
to Task 5, the terms and conditions of the 2014 STAP scheme state that applicants who are 
required to apply for Nitrates derogation or who are participants in AEOS 2 (2011) and 
AEOS 3 (2013) or who have selected Task 4 in BTAP are ineligible for this task.

  At the time of payment the person named was recorded as being stocked at 270 kgs/
Nha and as such was deemed ineligible for payment. However, in light of the information 
contained in this parliamentary question the matter will now be reviewed and the person 
named will be informed of an outcome as soon as it is available.

16/07/2015WRS00950Departmental Advertising Expenditure

16/07/2015WRS01000316. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
cost of public advertising, statutory and non-statutory, funded by his Department in 2013 and in 
2014; the corresponding figure for agencies under the control of his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30018/15]

16/07/2015WRS01075Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The amount 
spent by my Department on advertising in 2013 and 2014 is set out in the table.

Year Value
2013 €182,760 
2014 €194,998 

The vast bulk of the Department’s advertising consists of press notices in the specialised 
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farming press, provincial newspapers and national daily newspapers.  This includes the publica-
tion of Statutory Notices that are required to comply with various national and EU legislative 
requirements.  Decisions on the placement of notices are made on a case by case basis, depend-
ing on the target audience.  

These advertisements are published in national and provincial newspapers via MediaVest 
Ltd who have the Government contract in relation to the placement of advertising in the print 
media.  This contract is procured by the Office of Government Procurement (on behalf of vari-
ous Government Departments and State Agencies etc). 

The question of advertising by agencies within the remit of my Department is an operational 
matter for the bodies themselves.

16/07/2015WRS01150Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRS01200317. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
cost in 2013 and in 2014 of printing reports by his Department and agencies under the control 
of his Department; the corresponding figure for annual reports; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30033/15]

16/07/2015WRS01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is provided in the following tables.  My Department does not print 
its Annual Reports but does make them available on the Department’s website.  With regard 
to State Bodies under the aegis of my Department, this is an operational matter for the bodies 
themselves.

2013

Name of Report Cost
€

Annual Report for Sea Fishing Boat Licensing 485.00 
All Island Annual Disease Surveillance Report Stg £3,420.00  
Milestones (Food Harvest 2020) 1,660.00 
The Second National Forest Inventory, Republic of 
Ireland – Main Findings (2012, Summary report) 

1,961.00 

2014

Name  of Report Cost
€

Annual Report for Sea Fishing Boat Licensing 485.00 
All Island Annual Disease Surveillance Report Stg £3,150.00  
Forests, products and people, Ireland’s forest policy - a 
renewed vision- Recommendations of the Forest Policy 
Review Group 

7,700.00 

Harnessing Our Ocean Wealth: Review of Progress 
2012/13 

7,585.00 

Milestones (Food Harvest 2020) 3530.00 
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Name  of Report Cost
€

The Second National Forest Inventory, Republic of Ire-
land – Methodology (2012) The Second National Forest 
Inventory, Republic of Ireland - Results (2012) 

2,196.00 3,634.00 

16/07/2015WRS01350Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRS01400318. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
cost in 2013 and in 2014 of issuing hard copy payslips to staff or retired staff by his Department 
and agencies under the control of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30048/15]

16/07/2015WRS01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The estimat-
ed cost of issuing payslips from my Department was €20,000 for 2013 and € 17,000 for 2014. 
The issuing of payslips by agencies under the control of my Department is an operational matter 
for the agencies themselves. 

16/07/2015WRS01550Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRS01600319. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will outline and itemise all expenditure undertaken by his Department on private travel 
for his and-or for his private office; on legal fees; on consultancy fees; on hotel accommoda-
tion, during the 12 month period to 30 June 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[30063/15]

16/07/2015WRS01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): No expendi-
ture is incurred by my Department in respect of private travel. Details of the other expenditure 
requested are outlined in the following tables.

Hotel accommodation

Name From To Cost Trip Reason
Minister 12/10/2014 13/10/2014 €150 Travelled to Luxem-

bourg to attend EU 
Council of Ministers 
Meeting

Minister 03/11/2014 04/11/2014 €121 Hotel In Beijing 
Trade Mission to 
China

Minister 04/11/2014 05/11/2014 €266 Hotel in Qingdao 
Trade Mission to 
China

Minister 05/11/2014 06/11/2014 €162 Hotel in Hangzhou 
Trade Mission to 
China

Minister 06/11/2014 07/11/2014 €122 Hotel in Shanghai 
Trade Mission to 
China
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Name From To Cost Trip Reason
Minister 14/12/2014 16/12/2014 €288 Travelled to Brus-

sels for December 
Council of Ministers 
Meeting

Minister 16/12/2014 17/12/2014 €176 Travelled to Brus-
sels for December 
Council of Ministers 
Meeting

Minister 08/02/2015 09/02/2015 €178 Trade Mission to 
USA (New York)

Minister 19/02/2015 20/02/2015 €59 Minister stayed in 
Oranmore Lodge Ho-
tel Galway, Marine 
and Rural Develop-
ment Plan Events

Minister 15/03/2015 16/03/2015 €145 March EU Council 
of Ministers Meeting 
Brussels

Minister 19/04/2015 20/04/2015 €155 April EU Council of 
Ministers Meeting 
Brussels Luxem-
bourg

Minister 15/06/2015 16/06/2015 €155 June EU Council of 
Ministers Meeting 
Brussels Luxem-
bourg

Minister 26/06/2015 26/06/2015 €152 Travelled to Milan 
to speak at Climate 
Change Conference

Personal Advi-
sor 1

14/12/2014 16/12/2014 €290 EU Agriculture & 
Fisheries Council 
Meeting Brussels

Personal Advi-
sor 1

16/12/2014 17/12/2014 €176 EU Agriculture & 
Fisheries Council 
Meeting Brussels

Minister 10/02/15 12/02/2015 €473 Trade mission to 
USA (Washington). 
Hotel initially paid 
for by Department of 
Foreign Affairs and 
Trade and cost sub-
sequently recouped 
from my Department
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Name From To Cost Trip Reason
Personal Advi-
sor 2

10/02/2015 12/02/2015 €473 Trade mission to 
USA (Washington). 
Hotel initially paid 
for by Department of 
Foreign Affairs and 
Trade and cost sub-
sequently recouped 
from my Department

  

Legal fees

Company Date Cost
State Claims Agency 12/09/2014 €2,287
L O’Connor & Co. Solicitors 04/07/2014 €43,043
Philip Lee Solicitors 11/07/2014 €1,065
State Claims Agency 24/07/2014 €14,000
Legal Services Div/CSSO-Payment 
to be made to O’Donoghue Solicitors, 
11 Fairview, Dublin 3

24/07/2014 €24,000

State Claims Agency 13/11/2014 €77,500
Appelbe Solicitors, Bandon, Co. Cork 02/02/2015 €35,887
Conway Solicitors 09/02/2014 €214,712
State Claims Agency 16/02/2015 €1,708
PP Ryan 06/03/2015 €9,249
State Claims Agency 17/04/2015 €24,709
State Claims Agency 17/04/2015 €6,207
State Claims Agency 17/04/2015 €401
State Claims Agency 17/04/2015 €401

Consultancy fees

Company Date Cost
BDO* 27/03/2015 €54,320

24/09/2014 €168,506
23/12/2014 €181,096

Deloittte* 27/03/2015 €103,080
Drima Marketing Ltd* 31/07/201414/08/201424/11/

201412/06/2015
€7,011€1,869€2,337€7,749

Fitzpatrick Associates* 31/07/2014 €48,400
Forest Solutions 02/07/201404/09/2014 €2,214€2,952

11/08/2014 €5,040
Freshwater Bivalue Investi-
gations

12/01/2015 €2769

Indecon 22/07/2014 €60,885
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Company Date Cost
NTA Monitor* 17/09/201417/09/201417/0

9/201417/09/201414/11/20
1403/12/201403/12/201403
/12/201410/02/201513/02/2
01527/02/201527/02/20152
7/02/201527/02/201527/02/
201529/04/201509/06/2015
09/06/201509/06/201509/0
6/2015

€968€1,217€1,276€1,614€1,
020€1,217€968€1,614€1,02
0€2,041€1,020€1,614€1,276
€1,217€968€2,041€968€1,6
14€1,276€1,217

Occupational Physiotherapy 
Solutions

10/12/2014 €1,347

RSM McClure Watters 
(Consulting)*

10/06/201418/07/201425/08
/201419/12/201416/04/2015
22/05/2015

€26,628€18,072€15,435€21,
785€16,020€16,020

*In respect of obligations under EU schemes, legislation or EuroStat.

16/07/2015WRS01750Food Exports

16/07/2015WRS01800320. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide the details of any discussions that have been held at political or official level with 
the Russian authorities in relation to the impact of the ban by Russia on food exports from the 
European Union; if the importance of the Russian market for pigmeat exports from Ireland has 
been discussed; the need to have this particular market outlet restored; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [30078/15]

16/07/2015WRS01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The an-
nouncement that the Russian ban on EU food imports will be extended for a further year to 
August 2016 is extremely disappointing. I have advocated strongly for there to be a clear EU-
wide response on resolving this issue and that the Commission’s market support measures, 
while welcome, must remain under review and be deployed as a key part of the solution for EU 
producers.

At the Council of Agriculture Ministers meeting this week in Brussels, I joined with other 
like-minded Ministers from other EU MS in calling on the EU Commission to monitor market 
developments and fully assess all potential market support measures available for the Irish and 
EU pigmeat sector. Ireland is committed to continuing to work in partnership with the Russian 
and EU authorities to help to resolve these issues in any way we can. I have met with the Rus-
sian Ambassador to Ireland to impress upon him the importance of resuming normal trade rela-
tions in agri-food products. In addition there have been two high-level meetings between my 
Department and the Russian authorities in recent months at which there has been considerable 
progress in securing new opportunities for Irish breeding, live animals and genetic technolo-
gies. However the restrictions on other products under the EU-wide ban is not something which 
Ireland alone will resolve and will only be progressed through a common EU approach.

Irish agri-food exports to Russia declined from €213 million in 2013 to €145 million in 
2014. Some of this reduction was accounted for by a ban on EU pigmeat imports which came 
into effect in January 2014, before the Presidential ban on most EU food imports came into ef-
fect in August. Exports will obviously be much lower this year as the ban will be in place for 
the full year, with   dairy, fish and pigmeat being the main sectors affected. For the first four 
months of 2015, agri-food exports to Russia amounted to €15.3 million, an 80% reduction on 
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the same period last year.

However, Irish pigmeat exports internationally in 2014 increased by 12% to 198,000 tonnes 
compared to the previous year. Increased volumes to the UK, Continental Europe, and Asia 
offset lower shipments to Russia and some continental European markets. This also meant an 
increase in value and Irish pigmeat exports rose to over €570m last year. This was helped by 
increases in exports to key markets such as China and Japan which rose by 20% and 210% 
respectively as well as securing market access for pigmeat in the Philippines and Vietnam, pro-
viding new market opportunities for Irish companies.  My Department continues to work with 
industry to source new and alternative markets internationally for Irish food.

I am undertaking a number of trade missions in the Autumn including to the US, China and 
Africa which will be a further opportunity to raise the profile of Irish agri-food in these key 
markets.

16/07/2015WRS01950Appointments to State Boards

16/07/2015WRS02000321. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he is responsible for all board appointments where such power to appoint persons to State 
boards is vested in him by statute; if any politically appointed State employee outside of his 
Department is involved in decision making concerning such appointments, in particular, if, 
during the lifetime of the Government, a named person (details supplied) has had any influence 
over any appointments made by him; if he or officials from his Department have corresponded 
with that person regarding the composition of, and appointments to, State boards to which 
he has statutory power to make appointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[30103/15]

16/07/2015WRS02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I appoint the 
members to the boards of State Bodies under the aegis of my Department.  In the case of the 
Aquaculture Licensing Appeals Board, Bord Bia, Teagasc, National Milk Agency, Veterinary 
Council of Ireland and Horse Racing Ireland board appointments, while made by me, are not 
all at my sole discretion in that individuals are nominated for appointment by me as specified 
in the relevant statute.

Building on the Government’s Decision of 2011 which established an open process oper-
ated by the Public Appointment Service, a revised model for Ministerial appointments to State 
Boards is now in operation. It requires that all appointments to vacancies on State Boards must:

- be advertised openly on the State Boards portal www.stateboards.ie   operated by the 
Public Appointments Service (PAS)

- meet specific and detailed criteria determined by the relevant Minister in consultation 
with the Chair of the Board, as necessary for the effective performance of the relevant role; and

- be processed by way of a transparent assessment system designed and implemented by 
the independent Public Appointments Service (PAS) to support the relevant Minister in making 
appointments to State Boards under his/her remit.

In all cases I as Minister make the relevant appointments and, where necessary, bring nomi-
nations to Government for approval.  Any correspondence with the individual named is in that 
context.
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16/07/2015WRS02150Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRS02200322. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
current and capital funding allocated to his Department; the underspend or overspend in 2015 
to date, under each category, based on his Department’s spending profile; the funding made 
available within and external to his Department’s functions to support innovation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30118/15]

16/07/2015WRS02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The current 
and capital funding allocated to my Department for 2015 and the variation from the January-
June profile are set out below:  

€000 Current Capital Total 
2015 Full year esti-
mate 

1,044,068 216,000 1,260,068 

Variation from Jan-
June profile 

-12,201 -12,497 -24,698 

It should be noted that the profile of projected expenditure on a monthly basis is drawn up 
at the beginning of each year in order to anticipate the department’s funding requirements and 
financial management over the course of the year. There are many reasons why expenditure 
may vary such as the level and timing of payments under demand led schemes, the levels of 
disease incidences.

As regards funding to support innovation, my Department and its agencies (Teagasc, Marine 
Institute, Bord Bia, BIM) and other agencies that we work with such as Enterprise Ireland are 
involved in facilitating/encouraging all kinds of innovation in various ways. In addition, the 
Food Wise 2025 strategy recognises that innovation will continue to be a key driver of competi-
tiveness and growth for the agri-food sector; and emphasises the need for a consumer-led focus 
for future investment in innovation, research and development.

My Department provides substantial funding to Teagasc each year (€123m in 2015) to aid 
Teagasc’s mission to support science - based innovation in the agri-food sector so as to underpin 
profitability, competitiveness and sustainability.  Knowledge transfer supports innovation by 
farmers in the management of their businesses and provides access to the technologies they can 
apply to improve their competitiveness.  The knowledge transfer advisory programme is deliv-
ered by Teagasc advisers in 12 Regional Advisory Areas throughout Ireland. These advisers are 
in contact with some 80,000 farmers.

  Under the Rural Development Programme 2014-2020 my Department has allocated a 
budget of €4m over the 2014-2020 period for European Innovation Partnerships (EIP) for ag-
ricultural productivity and sustainability.  

The new Beef Data and Genomics programme is another example of the innovation funded 
through the 2014-2020 RDP.  The allocation for 2015 is €52m. This programme is a world first 
in terms of building a breeding index built on genomic evaluations in the beef sector and no 
other country in the world has done this on this scale.

As regards innovation in the marine domain both the Marine Institute and BIM are actively 
engaged with the sector at all levels in the promotion of innovative practices and the research 
upon which such practices are based. Total funding for BIM in 2015 is €19m while the MI 2015 
budget is €26.6m.
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My Department has awarded €100 million to a range of research performing organisations 
for collaborative research projects through our FIRM, Stimulus and CoFoRD competitive fund-
ing programmes over the last 4 years and the 2015 budgetary provision relating to this amounts 
to €14.6m. The new SHARP ‘strategic research and innovation agenda’ that was developed by 
a cross-funder Working Group of the Research Prioritisation process led by DAFM for the in-
novation agenda, especially in the technological domain.

16/07/2015WRS02350Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRS02400323. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his Department or agencies under the authority of his Department have performed an assess-
ment of the potential savings to be accrued if current paper-based application processes by 
members of the public were replaced with a fully online application system; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [30133/15]

16/07/2015WRS02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment makes extensive use of ICT to underpin all the functional areas of DAFM – both back-
office and online.

My Department is heavily committed to the rollout of online systems both as a means of 
reducing internal costs and simplifying the application process for its customers and since Q4 
2014, my Department has adopted the policy of providing for the application for all schemes 
online, except in a very small number of cases where the anticipated number of applications is 
so small as to make it uneconomical to develop and test the required functionality.

While no formal calculation of the savings has been undertaken, online application func-
tionality provides benefits to both the Department and to its customers:

- It simplifies the applications process for the customer and gives instant acknowledge-
ment of receipt of an applications

- It considerably reduces the amount of errors made and therefore increases the likelihood 
that the customer will get payments at the earliest opportunity.

- Information provided during the online process (such as spatial information) helps the 
customers choose the best options under a scheme

- It reduces or eliminates the work involved by DAFM staff in data capturing paper ap-
plications.

- The reduced error rate leads to a decrease in resources required to follow up on errors.

- It increases overall efficiency within the Department as all data is captured and stored in 
a central database.

Since November 2014, my Department has rolled out the online facilities for the following 
schemes:

- Basic Payments Scheme – Greening   

- Basic Payments Scheme – 2015 Application

- Basic Payments Scheme – Trading   

- Basic Payments Scheme – National reserve
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- Basic Payments Scheme – Young farmer

- Basic Payments Scheme – Review of entitlements request

- GLAS – Green Low Carbon Agri-Environment Scheme – 2015 Application

- Organic Farmer Scheme

- Beef Genomics and Data  Programme

- Six (6) Knowledge Transfer Schemes

- TAMS – Young Farmers Investment Scheme

- TAMS  - Dairy Equipment Scheme

In addition, my Department will be rolling out an additional 4 TAMS schemes by the end 
of July.

My Department has been very proactive in the provision of online services to its custom-
ers (for example the number of online applications for single farm payment made online has 
increased from 30% in 2010 to 70% in 2015) and will continue to seek to improve the level of 
service provided when the opportunity arises.  My Department seeks to increase the level of 
uptake in online applications by way of press releases, advertisement campaigns and by sending 
text messages advising of availability and advantages of online applications.

16/07/2015WRS02550Animal Welfare

16/07/2015WRS02600324. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he is 
aware that the Irish Coursing Club currently has registered three litters of greyhounds from a 
greyhound having her ninth litter, born here and registered with the Irish Coursing Club (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30156/15]

16/07/2015WRS02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As outlined 
in Parliamentary Question 26436/15 for answer on Tuesday 30th June, the ICC is subject to the 
general control and direction of Bord na gCon under Section 26(2) of the Greyhound Industry 
Act 1958 (the Act). Bord na gCon is a commercial State body, established under the Act and is 
the statutory body with responsibility for the improvement and development of the greyhound 
industry including greyhound racing and coursing. The Irish Coursing Club (ICC) is respon-
sible for the identification and registration of Greyhounds in the Irish Greyhound Studbook.  
The Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011 specifies standards for greyhound welfare, establishes a 
register of Greyhound Breeding Establishments and regulates their operation. A Code of Prac-
tice in the care and welfare of the greyhound has been established and published by Bord na 
gCon as per the requirements of the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011. The primary objective 
of the Code of Practice is to set standards and clearly define what is expected of all individuals 
engaged in the care and management of registered greyhounds.

Greyhound welfare at Bord na gCon is managed by the Welfare Manager who can call upon 
three area stipendiary stewards and thirteen control stewards to conduct investigations of stray 
or mistreated greyhounds, conduct kennel inspections and investigate other welfare related in-
cidents which have been reported to Bord na gCon. The Welfare Manager, all area stipendiary 
stewards and all control stewards have been appointed by Bord na gCon as Welfare Officers 
under the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011.  
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The limit on the number of litters a brood bitch may whelp is governed by Article 11 (3) of 
the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011. 

These provisions are enforced in the following manner: 

When a brood bitch is mated to produce a sixth litter, the breeder is informed at that time 
that they may only have a further two litters, provided the brood is certified by a veterinary sur-
geon as being fit to be mated. Breeders are further advised when they have reached the seventh 
litter stage.

The ICC has assured me that it is operating in compliance with the provisions of the Welfare 
of Greyhounds Act 2011, including provisions in relation to the registration of greyhounds in 
the studbook.

The ICC have informed me that greyhounds from the litters concerned were registered in 
the UK Studbook. The ICC have advised that as a solution a rule amendment is currently being 
prepared which stipulates that a litter born in Ireland must be registered in Ireland and cannot 
be accommodated in the UK stud book thereby preventing circumvention of Article 11 (3) of 
the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011.

16/07/2015WRS02750Bord na gCon

16/07/2015WRS02800325. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
Irish Greyhound Board will be allowed to continue to breach the legislation regarding eligibil-
ity of greyhounds running in events confined to puppies (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [30157/15]

16/07/2015WRS02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Bord na 
gCon is a commercial State body, established in 1958 under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, 
chiefly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.  The 
question of referred to by the Deputy is an operational matter for Bord na gCon.  

The Greyhound Industry (Racing) Regulations, S.I. 302 of 2007 set out the criteria in which 
Sweepstakes and Feature Events may be run at Licensed Stadia. Certain Events fall into the cat-
egory of “Puppy” Events and the Article 17 (b) of the Racing Regulations Racing Regulations 
set out the definition of a Puppy as follows:-

“b) a greyhound shall be considered a puppy for a period of 24 months from and including 
the month of whelping.”

Bord na gCon has informed me that they have on occasion in the past advertised Puppy 
Events outside the age criteria as stipulated in the definition of a Puppy but has clearly indicated 
the entry requirements for such events in the Terms of Entry for such Sweepstakes. This is in 
line with further legislation that empowers BNG to set the conditions of entry for a race. Article 
36 of the Greyhound Industry (Racing) Regulations 2007, governs the entry of all greyhounds 
raced at Licensed Stadia and states as follows;-

“(1) Every entry of a greyhound in a race at a licensed greyhound race track shall be sub-
ject to:—   

( a )  these regulations,

( b )  any condition of entry which may be made from time to time by the race track 
executive with the permission of the Board, and  
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( c )  any directions which may be made from time to time by the Control Committee 
or the Board.” 

16/07/2015WRT00150Departmental Reports

16/07/2015WRT00200326. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
his Department’s annual report for 2014 will be published. [30206/15]

16/07/2015WRT00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Depart-
ment’s Annual Report for 2014 was laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas on Friday 10th 
July 2015 and is available on The Department’s web site at http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/pub-
lications/2015/ 

16/07/2015WRT00350Live Exports

16/07/2015WRT00400327. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to engage with the European Union Commission to have current failures in the Common 
Market surrounding the export of live cattle to Northern Ireland and Britain addressed; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [30223/15]

16/07/2015WRT00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
rules governing the free movement of goods and services within the EU, all Irish beef producers 
have ready, unimpeded and equal access to all EU Member State markets without restriction.  
Articles 34 to 36 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union prohibit Member 
States from maintaining or imposing barriers on intra-EU trade in goods. These provisions give 
rise to the principle of mutual recognition whereby each Member State is obliged to accept onto 
its market products which are legally manufactured or marketed in another Member State.  I 
attach considerable importance to the live export trade and my Department has been very pro-
active during my time as Minister in facilitating both the cross border live trade and shipments 
abroad. Live exports to the UK including Northern Ireland so far this year stand at 34,698 head 
which represents a 20% increase compared to 2014. Looking at the figures in more detail live 
exports to Northern Ireland have increased by 8,698 animals from 20,920 to 29,618, an increase 
of some 41%. 

I also have regular engagement with my Northern Ireland counterpart, Minister Michelle 
O’Neill, on trade and labelling issues to ensure that trade on the island continues to flourish and 
that there are no regulatory barriers to its development. This is in addition to the substantial 
interaction which my Department and I have with purchasers of Irish beef on an ongoing basis 
and I will continue to pursue opportunities for exports of beef and live cattle at every opportu-
nity.  

16/07/2015WRT00550Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

16/07/2015WRT00600328. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when farmers in Counties Roscommon, Leitrim and Longford and in east Galway whose pay-
ments under the agri-environment options scheme have been held up due to an investigation, 
will be paid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30224/15]

16/07/2015WRT00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A Depart-
ment review of the non-productive capital investment claims submitted by applicants under 
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AEOS was undertaken in 2014.  This review identified irregularities with documentation sub-
mitted for reimbursement in some of these claims. A full Department investigation was then 
initiated, which in turn led to the matter being referred to the Gardaí.  Payments to applicants 
under review were deferred pending the outcome of the investigation.  My Department wrote 
to the farmers with payments held in June 2015 requesting satisfactory alternative proof that 
the amounts claimed for the purchase of trees and hedging plants under the capital investment 
action were correct. Satisfactory proof would include a certified copy (by the issuing bank) of 
the cheque used to pay for the trees and hedging plants supported by a bank statement and/or 
documentation submitted to Revenue when making returns to that Department. 

Cases where suitable proof of payment has been received will be processed as soon as pos-
sible with a number of cases already forwarded for payment. Other cases, where satisfactory 
proof has not been received will be examined on a case by case basis on their merits and in light 
of any replies received. Participants will be informed in writing, as soon as possible, when deci-
sions have been made in these cases.  

16/07/2015WRT00750Single Payment Scheme Administration

16/07/2015WRT00800329. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will ensure that a penalty is not applied to an application under the Single Payment scheme 
(details supplied), where the calf registrations were not recorded due to a glitch with the online 
inputting of data; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30239/15]

16/07/2015WRT00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In order 
to comply with EU requirements, the 2015 Basic Payment Scheme application of the person 
named was one of a number selected for a Bovine Identification & Registration (IDR) inspec-
tion.  The results of this inspection are currently being finalised and the person named will be 
notified of the outcome as soon as possible. In the event that the person named is dissatisfied 
with the inspection results they will have the option to seek a review from the District Inspec-
tor. I will bring the content of your question to the attention of the relevant inspecting officers.  

16/07/2015WRT00950Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme

16/07/2015WRT01000330. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 210 of 19 May 2015 and following the adoption of a 
recommendation by the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Agriculture, Food and the Marine, the 
steps he will take to ensure that forgotten farmers have access to the national reserve and to 
enhanced benefits under the targeted agricultural modernisation scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30250/15]

16/07/2015WRT01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 2015 
National Reserve closed for receipt of applications on 29 th May 2015. The National Reserve 
fund in 2015 is based on 3% of the Basic Payment Scheme financial ceiling, which is estimated 
at providing approximately €24 million in funding. Based on the level of applications, with 
some 6,500 having been received, it is expected that there will be considerable demand on the 
National Reserve fund in 2015. With regard to the group commonly referred to as ‘Forgotten 
Farmers’, analysis carried out by my Department shows that there are some 3,900 farmers who 
are under the age of 40, who established their holdings prior to 2008 and who hold low value 
entitlements. An estimation of the cost of increasing the value of existing entitlements to the 
National Average for these 3,900 farmers stands at €12.288 million. Further analysis by my De-
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partment shows that 898 of these 3,900 farmers availed of Installation Aid available at the time.

The farmers in this group will benefit from an increase in the value of the entitlements under 
the convergence process between 2015 and 2019, whereby farmers who hold entitlements with 
an Initial Unit Value below 90% of the Basic Payment Scheme national average will see the 
value of their entitlements increase gradually over the five years of the scheme.  

With regard to qualification for the enhanced 60% rate of aid under TAMS, the definition of 
‘young farmer’ laid down for the purposes of any capital investment schemes is quite explicit: 
farmers must be below 40 years of age at the time of application and have been set up in farm-
ing within the previous five years. These qualifying criteria are laid down by EU regulation and 
I have no authority to vary them. Unfortunately, this means that some farmers will not qualify 
for the enhanced rate of aid under TAMS. However, any young farmers who do not qualify for 
the enhanced rate of aid under the dedicated Young Farmer Capital Investment Scheme will be 
prioritised for aid under the various other new TAMS schemes which offers grants of 40% of 
investment costs.  The following investments have been identified as priority areas to be tar-
geted in the new TAMS schemes:

- a young farmer capital investment scheme,

- dairy equipment,

- low emission spreading equipment,

- organic capital investment,

- animal housing, animal welfare and farm safety and farm nutrient storage, and

- pig and poultry investments in energy, water meters and medicine dispensers.

I have already launched the new Young Farmer Capital Investment Scheme and the Dairy 
Equipment Scheme, and Terms and Conditions for both are available on my Department’s web-
site.  The other TAMS II schemes will be rolled out as soon as possible and will be open to all 
farmers, irrespective of age.

16/07/2015WRT01150Animal Identification Schemes

16/07/2015WRT01200331. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 394 of 24 March 2015, the progress to date in discus-
sions with An Post regarding access to the online calf registration system; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30251/15]

16/07/2015WRT01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment is in contact with An Post to explore possibilities to facilitate online registration of bovines 
on behalf of keepers that do not have access to the internet.  My Department strongly favours 
the online registration of calf births and will continue to explore with An Post the practicalities 
of using its services to facilitate this. 

16/07/2015WRT01350Grant Payments

16/07/2015WRT01400332. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
direct payments that have issued to a person (details supplied) in County Mayo in 2014; and if 
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he will make a statement on the matter. [30284/15]

16/07/2015WRT01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The applica-
tion under the 2014 Single Payment and Disadvantaged Areas Schemes of the person named 
was received on 7 May 2014. The payments due to the applicant under these Schemes are set 
out in the following table.

Scheme Date Paid Amount 
Disadvantaged Areas 
Scheme  

13 October 2014 €1,324.66 

Single Payment Scheme – 
advance payment 

16 October 2014 €952.82 

Single Payment Scheme – 
balancing payment 

1 December 2014 €952.82 

As the person named was over-paid under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, the 
amount of the over-payment (€1,714.38) was offset against the above mentioned payments as 
outlined in the table below. 

Scheme Date Paid Amount offset Amount paid to ap-
plicant 

Disadvantaged Areas 
Scheme  

13 October 2014 Nil €1,324.66 

Single Payment 
Scheme - advance 
payment 

16 October 2014 €952.82 Nil 

Single Payment 
Scheme - balancing 
payment 

1 December 2014 €761.56 €191.26 

16/07/2015WRT01550Aquaculture Licence Applications

16/07/2015WRT01600333. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his plans to review the granting of a licence (details supplied) in County Donegal; if, in 
granting the licence, the impact on locals to use the nearby beach was considered; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30384/15]

16/07/2015WRT01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The licence 
application referred to by the Deputy was considered in the normal way by my Department un-
der the provisions of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 and the Foreshore Act 1933. Statu-
tory and public consultation on the specifics of the application took place fully in accordance 
with the applicable legislation.  A full screening assessment of the application was carried out 
in accordance with the EU Environmental Impact Assessment Directives. This included consid-
eration of all environmental aspects including public access to recreational and other activities 
on the beach. 

The application was also screened for compliance with the EU Directives governing Birds 
and Habitats. 

16/07/2015WRT01750Beef Industry
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16/07/2015WRT01800334. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide the kill numbers at the Dunbia meat processing plant in Slane in County Meath for 
the years 2010 to 2014 and for the first half of 2015. [30394/15]

16/07/2015WRT01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment does not release commercially sensitive information in relation to individual businesses, 
and this request falls into that category. The data collated by my Department on slaughter 
numbers at approved plants is used for purposes including management information, raising of 
charges in relation to official controls and provision of national statistics.

16/07/2015WRT01950Departmental Strategies

16/07/2015WRT02000335. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Defence his Department’s priorities 
for the remainder of this Dáil; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29582/15]

16/07/2015WRT02100Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): Since my appointment as Minister for 
Defence a key priority for me has been the preparation of a new White Paper on Defence. I am 
pleased to have met this target and a draft White Paper was submitted to and approved by Gov-
ernment earlier this week. I am currently making arrangements to have the document published. 

Following its publication, the key priority will be the implementation of the provisions of 
the White Paper. This will ensure a flexible and adaptive response to a dynamic security envi-
ronment and ensure that the Defence Forces continue to have the capabilities to discharge the 
roles assigned by Government.  

16/07/2015WRT02150Defence Forces Deployment

16/07/2015WRT02200336. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Defence the number of persons employed 
in the Athlone Army barracks in County Roscommon. [29647/15]

16/07/2015WRT02300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am informed by the military authorities 
that on the 30th of June, 2015, 947 military personnel were employed in Custume Barracks, 
Athlone.  I am further informed that preparations are underway for the induction of 40 army 
recruits into the b arracks in August 2015.

Custume Barracks is and will continue to be an important operational military barracks.  
There are no plans to change this.

16/07/2015WRT02350Defence Forces Reserve

16/07/2015WRT02400337. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the reason the Defence 
Forces are relying on private sector general practitioners, who are outside of the control of the 
Defence Forces, for the completion of AF 14c forms, which must be obtained by members of 
the Reserve Defence Forces to complete their Reserve Defence Force full-time training; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [29822/15]

16/07/2015WRT02500338. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the number of members 
of the Reserve Defence Forces who have been refused a medical by their general practitioner 
in order to complete their AF 14c form; the number of documented cases that exist where the 
Reservists in question reported that they have had to pay for this medical themselves; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [29823/15]

16/07/2015WRT02600339. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence his plans to put a mecha-
nism in place to re-imburse individual Reservists who were forced to pay for their own medical 
due to the refusal by a general practitioner to conduct one to complete a AF 14c form under the 
conditions of agreement in operation by his Department and the Irish Medical Organisation; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29824/15]

16/07/2015WRT02700340. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the number of training 
hours lost, in terms of Reserve Defence Forces members who did not attend Reserve Defence 
Force full-time training, as they had failed to have their AF 14c forms completed in the required 
time period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29825/15]

16/07/2015WRT02800Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 337 to 
340, inclusive, together.

I am informed by the military authorities that it is not possible to provide the information 
sought by the Deputy in the time available. I shall provide the information sought directly to the 
Deputy once it comes to hand.

16/07/2015WRT02875National Emergency Plan Implementation

16/07/2015WRT02900341. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence when the next meeting of 
the national emergency coordination committee will take place; the number of meetings that 
have taken place in 2015 to date; the number he has chaired; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29875/15]

16/07/2015WRT03000Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I chair the Government Task Force on 
Emergency Planning, which includes senior officials of Government Departments, senior offi-
cers of An Garda Síochána and the Defence Forces and officials of other key public authorities, 
which have a lead or support role in Government emergency planning.

The Government Task Force on Emergency Planning meets on a regular basis.  The next 
meeting will take place on Thursday, 23 July 2015.  So far this year there have been two meet-
ings of the Task Force. I chaired the first meeting on 26 February while the meeting on 30 April 
was chaired by Mr. Maurice Quinn, Secretary General of the Department of Defence.  The Task 
Force held 7 meetings during 2014.  While the details of matters discussed at meetings of the 
Government Task Force on Emergency Planning are confidential, I can confirm that the Task 
Force examines current risks and supports coordination arrangements for emergency planning 
across Government. 

The Task Force is regularly briefed on such matters as the current security threat, which is 
provided by An Garda Síochána and the Defence Forces, as well as receiving regular updates 
on topical matters from the relevant lead Government Departments such as Ebola.

This includes the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government, 
which chairs the National Steering Group under the Framework for Major Emergency Manage-
ment, along with having the lead Government Department role and responsibilities in eleven 
of the forty two emergency scenarios set out in Annex A of the “Strategic Emergency Planning 
Guidance” (SEPG).

The Task Force regularly addresses other emergency planning issues ranging from risk as-
sessment to training and exercises as well as receiving regular briefings on current issues from 
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the various lead Government Departments on their specific roles and responsibilities and their 
associated work programmes. The Task Force establishes Subgroups from time to time to spe-
cifically look at particular areas of emergency planning that may need to be addressed. 

16/07/2015WRT03050Defence Forces Strength

16/07/2015WRT03100342. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the most up to date figures 
for the strength of the Permanent Defence Force with regard to all three services and all ranks; 
the gender break-down of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29876/15]

16/07/2015WRT03200Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The tables below set out the strength of 
the Permanent Defence Force as of 30th June, 2015, the latest date for which figures are avail-
able, across all three services and ranks, broken down by gender. The figures provided are for 
whole time equivalent posts.  

Rank Male Female Total
Lieutenant General 1 0 1
Major General 2 0 2
Brigadier General 4 0 4
Colonel 33 0 33
Lieutenant Colonel 100 3 103
Commandant 233 25 258
Captain 228 42 270
Lieutenant 173 35 208
Sergeant Major 29 0 29
Battalion Quarter-
master Sergeant

32 0 32

Company Sergeant 104 1 105
Company Quarter-
master Sergeant

161 2 163

Sergeant 868 57 925
Corporal 1,205 114 1,319
Private 3,618 174 3,972
Cadets 15 4 19
Total 6,806 457 7,263

Air Corps

Rank Male Female Total
Brigadier General 1 0 1
Colonel 2 0 2
Lieutenant Colonel 10 0 10
Commandant 30 1 31
Captain 51 5 56
Lieutenant 24 1 25
Sergeant Major 7 1 8
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Rank Male Female Total
Battalion Quarter-
master Sergeant

4 0 4

Company Sergeant 53 0 53
Company Quarter-
master Sergeant

14 0 14

Sergeant 117 6 123
Corporal 136 8 144
Private 233 9 242
Cadets 18 0 18
Total 700 31 731

Naval Service

Rank Male Female Total
Brigadier General 1 0 1
Colonel 2 0 2
Lieutenant Colonel 13 0 13
Commandant 43 5 48
Captain 39 17 56
Lieutenant 27 4 31
Sergeant Major 6 0 6
Battalion Quarter-
master Sergeant

7 0 7

Company Sergeant 74 0 74
Company Quarter-
master Sergeant

9 0 9

Sergeant 195 6 201
Corporal 135 8 143
Private 413 18 431
Cadets 9 1 10
Total 973 59 1,032

The total serving strength across all three services as of 30 June 2015 was 9,026. The overall 
establishment figure set for the Defence Forces is 9,500 and it is the Government’s intention 
that ongoing recruitment campaigns will strive to maintain the serving strength at or close to 
this figure.

16/07/2015WRT03250Defence Forces Reserve Strength

16/07/2015WRT03300343. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the most up to date figures 
for the strength of the Reserve Defence Forces; the gender break-down of same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29877/15]

16/07/2015WRT03400Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The tables below set out the effective 
strength of th e Reserve Defence Force as of 30 June, 2015, the latest date for which figures are 
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available, in both the Army Reserve and the Naval Service Reserve broken down by rank and 
gender.

Army Reserve

Rank Male Female Total
Lieutenant Colonel 5 0 5
Commandant 44 0 44
Captain 58 3 61
Lieutenant 170 30 200
Sergeant Major 7 0 7
Battalion Quarter-
master Sergeant

7 0 7

Company Sergeant 56 0 56
Company Quarter-
master Sergeant

62 3 65

Sergeant 284 19 303
Corporal 335 80 415
Private 767 169 936
Total 1,795 304 2,099

Naval Reserve

Rank Male Female Total
Lieutenant Com-
mander

4 0 4

Lieutenant 4 0 4
Sub-Lieutenant 5 1 6
Senior Chief Petty 
Officer

1 0 1

Chief Petty Officer 9 0 9
Petty Officer 11 1 12
Leading Seaman 23 4 27
Sea Man 43 18 61
Total 100 24 124

I believe that the Reserve Defence Force is an important asset to the State. I value the con-
tribution of   all of its members who volunteer their time and service so willingly and I am fully 
committed to its ongoing and future development.

16/07/2015WRT03450Defence Forces Deployment

16/07/2015WRT03500344. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the number of overseas 
missions in which the Defence Forces are involved; the number of personnel involved in each 
mission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29878/15]

16/07/2015WRT03600Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): As of 06 July 2015, Ireland is contrib-
uting 497 Defence Forces personnel to 13 missions throughout the world. Full details of all 
personnel currently serving overseas including the lead organisation for each mission are listed 
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in the tabular statement attached.  The most recent deployment overseas was the despatch of 
the Irish naval vessel, L.É. Eithne, to assist the Italian authorities in humanitarian search and 
rescue operations in the Mediterranean.  A crew of sixty-seven (67) personnel of the Permanent 
Defence Force, augmented by two (2) medics of the Permanent Defence Force, was   deployed 
to the Operation. The L.É. Eithne, which has completed its deployment, and is en route back 
to Ireland, was involved in 22 rescue operations resulting in the rescue of 3,377 migrants. L.É. 
Niamh has deployed to the Mediterranean to continue Ireland’s contribution to the search and 
rescue mission. L.É. Niamh will be deployed on the high seas in international waters between 
Sicily and Libya, which is where most migrant activity and search and rescue incidents have 
occurred. 

The current contribution of some 497 personnel to overseas missions reflects the Govern-
ment’s continued commitment to our responsibilities in the area of international peace and 
security. 

MEMBERS OF THE PERMANENT DEFENCE FORCE SERVING OVERSEAS AS OF 
01 JUNE 2015

- Overseas Missions No.
1. UN MISSIONS

UNIFIL (United Nations In-
terim Force in Lebanon) HQ 

9 

UNIFIL 49 th Infantry 
Group 

186 

UNIFIL Sector West HQ 4 
UNTSO (United Nations 
Truce Supervision Organisa-
tion) Israel and Syria 

12 

MINURSO (United Nations 
Mission for the Referendum 
in Western Sahara) 

3 

MONUSCO (United Na-
tions Stabilisation Mission 
in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo) 

4 

UNOCI (United Nations 
Mission in Ivory Coast) 

2 

UNDOF (United Nations 
Disengagement Observer 
Force) HQ, Golan Heights 
Syria 

8 

UNDOF 48 th Infantry 
Group 

130 

TOTAL 358
UN MANDATED MIS-
SIONS
EUFOR (EU led Operation 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina) 

7 

EUTM Mali (EU led Train-
ing Mission) 

10 
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- Overseas Missions No.
KFOR (International Secu-
rity Presence in Kosovo) HQ 

12 

RSM (Resolute Support 
Mission in Afghanistan) 

7 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PER-
SONNEL SERVING WITH 
UN MISSIONS

394

2. OTHER DEPLOYMENTS
UK EBOLA TREATMENT 
CENTRE (Sierra Leone) 

2 

Naval Service Humanitarian 
Mission in Mediterranean 
(L.E. Eithne) 

69

TOTAL NUMBERS OF 
PERSONNEL OTHER DE-
PLOYMENTS

71

3. ORGANISATION FOR SE-
CURITY AND COOPERA-
TION IN EUROPE (OSCE)
OSCE Mission to Bosnia & 
Herzegovina 

2 

Staff Officer, High Level 
Planning Group Vienna 

1

TOTAL NUMBER OF PER-
SONNEL SERVING OSCE

3

4. EU MILITARY STAFF
Brussels 5

5. NORDIC BATTLE GROUP 
2015
FHQ Sweden 14

6. MILITARY REPRESENTA-
TIVES/ADVISERS/STAFF
Military Adviser, Permanent 
Mission to UN, New York 

1 

Military Adviser Irish del-
egation to OSCE, Vienna 

1 

Military Representative to 
EU (Brussels) 

4 

Liaison Office of Ireland, 
NATO/PfP (Brussels) 

2 

EU OHQ Operation Althea, 
Mons, Belgium 

1 

Irish Liaison Officer to 
SHAPE & Military Co-Op 
Division, Mons, Belgium 

1
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- Overseas Missions No.
TOTAL NUMBER OF DE-
FENCE FORCES PERSON-
NEL SERVING OVER-
SEAS

497

16/07/2015WRU00150Defence Forces Recruitment

16/07/2015WRU00200345. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence the number of additional 
recruits the Defence Forces have recruited in 2015 to date; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29879/15]

16/07/2015WRU00300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Government is committed to main-
taining the stabilised strength of the Permanent Defence Force at 9,500 personnel.  As the 
Permanent Defence Force is currently below the agreed stabilised strength of 9,500, targeted 
recruitment has taken place from the panels formed from the current General Service recruit-
ment competition, launched in March 2014. I am informed by the Military Authorities that 
further recruitment to the Permanent Defence Force will commence later this month, drawing 
on the remaining successful candidates from the 2014 recruitment competition. In addition, a 
recruitment competition for General Service Recruits for the Naval Service was launched on 
6 March 2015. The selection process for this competition is progressing and it is planned to 
recruit 40 personnel from this panel in September 2015 and a further 40 from the same panel 
in December 2015.  

I am further informed t hat preparations are under way for the 2015 General Service   re-
cruitment competition which will be launched this summer. The induction of successful candi-
dates from this competition is expected to commence in November 2015. Once the training of 
these recruits is completed they will be posted throughout the country to fill vacancies that exist 
within the Permanent Defence Force.  

The 2015 Cadetship competition for Army, Equitation School, Air Corp and Naval Ser-
vice (Operations Branch, Electrical Engineering Branch and Marine Engineering Branch) was 
launched on 10 April 2015. The selection process for this competition is also progressing and 
induction is scheduled to take place in September 2015. It is planned to induct 56 Cadets from 
this competition.

Direct Entry competitions are held as required from which specialists appointments are 
filled. To date in 2015, the following targeted recruitment has taken place   or is progressing 
through current competitions   : 

1.  Five Naval Service Engine Room Artificers were   inducted into the Naval Service in 
June 2015. 

2.  A competition to appoint Medical Officers remains open and applications are being ac-
cepted on an ongoing basis.  

3.  A recruitment campaign for Instrumentalists in the Defence Forces School of Music was 
launched on 02 April 2015 and   is ongoing. 

4.  A competition to appoint a Conductor in the Defence Forces School of Music was 
launched on 05 June 2015 and   is ongoing. 

5. A recruitment campaign to enlist 25 Air Corps Apprentice Air Craft Technicians   was 
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launched on 06 February 2015 and is ongoing. 

A recruitment campaign for the Reserve Defence Force which began in October 2014 is 
ongoing, with 215 new recruits enlisted to date.  

With the support of the Chief of Staff and within the resources available, I intend to retain 
the capacity of the Defence Forces to operate effectively across all roles and to undertake the 
tasks laid down by Government both at home and overseas.

16/07/2015WRU00350Defence Forces Operations

16/07/2015WRU00400346. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide, in tabular 
form by county, a break-down of the number of suspect devices that the Army disposal unit has 
dealt with in 2015 to date. [29880/15]

16/07/2015WRU00500Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): Primary responsibility for the mainte-
nance of law and order rests with An Garda Síochána. The Defence Forces, pursuant to their 
role of rendering Aid to the Civil Power, assist An Garda Síochána when requested to do so.

The Defence Forces Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) teams respond when a request 
for assistance is made by An Garda Síochána in dealing with a suspect device. Following post 
operation analysis these callouts are then categorised and this would include viable devices, 
hoaxes, false alarms, post-blast analysis and the removal of unstable chemicals in laboratories.   
The numbers of EOD call outs and the numbers of viable devices dealt with up to 14 July 2015, 
by county, are set out in the tabular statement.

County Total Viable Devices
Cork 7 2
Donegal 3 1
Dublin 27 5
Galway 6 0
Kildare 2 1
Kilkenny 1 0
Laois 1 0
Leitrim 3 4
Limerick 5 3
Longford 2 1
Louth 6 1
Meath 3 0
Monaghan 1 0
Offaly 1 1
Sligo 1 1
Tipperary 1 0
Waterford 2 0
Westmeath 2 1
Wexford 5 1
Wicklow 6 0
Total 85 22
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16/07/2015WRU00550Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRU00600347. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Defence the amount of investment 
from capital spending his Department has made in County Kildare since 2011; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29911/15]

16/07/2015WRU00700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Department is engaged in an ongo-
ing capital building programme designed to modernise and enhance the training, operational 
and accommodation facilities available to members of the Defence Forces. The capital build-
ing programme focuses mainly on infrastructural projects comprising the construction of new 
buildings and the refurbishment of existing buildings and facilities.  From 2011 to date approxi-
mately €5 million has been spent on capital projects in the Curragh Camp.  

16/07/2015WRU00750Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRU00800348. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide a detailed 
cost break-down and a flight itinerary, including cost per hour, for the Government jet, of all 
costs associated with a trip (details supplied) including a list of all who were part of the delega-
tion; if other Departments are contributing to the costs of the trip; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [29978/15]

16/07/2015WRU00900Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The delegation, which recently visited 
L.É. Eithne in Valletta, Malta, consisted of Mr. Simon Coveney T.D., Minister for Defence, Ms 
Frances Fitzgerald T.D., Minister for Justice and Equality, Mr. Sean Sherlock T.D., Minister of 
State at the Department of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Maurice Quinn, Secretary General, Department 
of Defence, Lieutenant General Conor O’Boyle, Chief of Staff of the Defence Forces and Ms. 
Marion Mannion, Special Adviser to Minister Fitzgerald.

The total duration of the flight on the Government Jet was 8 hours 45 minutes. The Depart-
ment of Defence follows the normal practice in the aviation business of costing aircraft by 
reference to the cost per flying hour under each of two headings:

(a) The variable cost, which comprises costs incurred only when the aircraft is flown includ-
ing maintenance, fuel and support services; and   (b) The total cost, which comprises the vari-
able cost plus the fixed cost associated with having the aircraft. The latter comprises personnel 
costs and    depreciation. 

The current average variable cost per hour for the Learjet 45 is €2,570.  

The current average total cost per hour is €4,940. 

Final costs in relation to all other aspects of this visit are not yet available but it is agreed 
that each Department would be responsible for their own costs.

16/07/2015WRU00950Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRU01000349. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Defence the total cost of public ad-
vertising, statutory and non-statutory, funded by his Department in 2013 and in 2014; the cor-
responding figure for agencies under the control of his Department; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30022/15]

16/07/2015WRU01100Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): Details of expenditure on advertising by 
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my Department and the Defence Forces in 2013 and 2014 are set out in the table below.

Year Amount
2013 €185,606 
2014 €169,005 

This expenditure includes the costs of newspaper/magazine advertisements on Defence 
Forces recruitment; public information notices such as property transactions; warning notices 
in respect of military training exercises; and advertising of military commemorative events 
such as the Centenary of the Foundation of the Irish Volunteers and the Easter Sunday 1916 
Commemoration. The figures also include the costs of a seven day national and regional radio 
advertising campaign to promote the Government “Be Winter Ready” information campaigns 
in each year.

16/07/2015WRU01150Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRU01200350. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Defence the cost in 2013 and in 2014 
of printing reports by his Department and agencies under the control of his Department; the cor-
responding figure for annual reports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30037/15]

16/07/2015WRU01300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department incurred no external 
printing costs for 2013 and 2014. The in-house facilities of the Defence Forces Printing Press 
were used to print all Departmental and Defence Forces Reports during this period.

The costs incurred by the Defence Forces Printing Press in printing reports in 2013 and 
2014 are set out in the table below.

2013 2014
Annual Reports €335.75 €352.80 
Other €468.72 €76.86 

16/07/2015WRU01350Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRU01400351. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Defence the cost in 2013 and in 2014 
of issuing hard copy payslips to staff or retired staff by his Department and agencies under the 
control of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30052/15]

16/07/2015WRU01500Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The cost of issuing hard copy payslips 
to staff or retired staff by my Department and agencies under the control of my Department   in 
2013 and 2014 was €147,326 and €153,958 respectively.

16/07/2015WRU01550Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRU01600352. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Defence if he will outline and 
itemise all expenditure undertaken by his Department, on private travel for his and for his pri-
vate office; on legal fees; on consultancy fees; on hotel accommodation, during the 12-month 
period to 30 June 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30067/15]

16/07/2015WRU01700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Department of Defence does not 
fund my private travel or the private travel of my staff.  The hotel accommodation costs arising 
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from my official engagements are set out below:

Minister Coveney Private Office Staff Reason
2014 €160.00

 €739.05 
€160.00 
€739.05 

EU Defence Minis-
ters Formal Meeting 
in Brussels Novem-
ber 2014 Trip to 
Lebanon in Decem-
ber 2014 

2015 €318.59 €318.59 United Nations 
Peacekeeping Sum-
mit, New York Sep-
tember 2014.  

It has not been possible in the time available to compile all the necessary information in 
regard to Legal Fees and Consultancy Fees as requested by the Deputy. This information will 
be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as possible.

16/07/2015WRU01750State Bodies

16/07/2015WRU01800353. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Defence if he is responsible for 
all Board appointments where such power to appoint persons to State Boards is vested in him 
by statute; if any politically appointed State employee outside of his Department is involved in 
decision-making concerning such appointments, in particular, if, during the lifetime of the Gov-
ernment, a named person (details supplied) has had any influence over any appointments made 
by him; if he or officials from his Department have corresponded with that person, regarding 
the composition of, and appointments to, State boards to which he has statutory power to make 
appointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30107/15]

16/07/2015WRU01900Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The only body under the aegis of my 
Department is the Army Pensions Board. The Army Pensions Board is an independent statu-
tory body established under the Army Pensions Act 1927. The Act specifies that the Board shall 
consist of a chairman and two ordinary members. The two ordinary members must be qualified 
medical practitioners of whom one must be an officer of the Army Medical Corps. The chair-
man and the non military ordinary member are appointed by the Minister for Defence with the 
concurrence of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. The Army Medical Corps or-
dinary member is appointed by the Minister for Defence on the recommendation of the Chief of 
Staff of the Defence Forces.  There have been three appointments to the Army Pensions Board 
since March 2011. Commandant Adam Lagun was appointed to the position of Army Medical 
Corps member of the Board in December 2011. This position became vacant in October 2014 
due his deployment overseas. On the recommendation of the Chief of Staff a temporary ap-
pointment to the Board was made to cover the absence period of October 2014 to May 2015. 
Commandant Lagun resumed as ordinary member of the Board in June 2015. As the Army 
Pensions Act 1927 specifies that one of the ordinary members must be an officer of the Army 
Medical Corps, the positions were not publicly advertised on either occasion. Details of these 
appointments to the Army Pensions Board were published in the Iris Oifigiúil on 13 January 
2012 and 4 November 2014 respectively. 

A civilian doctor was appointed as ordinary member of the Army Pensions Board in No-
vember 2013. The civilian doctor vacancy was advertised on the Department of Defence web-
site and the Public Appointments Service website. A number of expressions of interest in the 
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position were received and an appointment to the Board was made on foot of this process.  

No politically-appointed State employee outside of this Department, including the named 
person, was involved in decision-making of the above appointments or had any influence over 
any board appointments.

16/07/2015WRU01950Departmental Funding

16/07/2015WRU02000354. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Defence the current and capital fund-
ing allocated to his Department; the underspend or overspend in 2015 to date, under each cat-
egory, based on his Department’s spending profile; the funding made available, within and 
external to, his Department’s functions to support innovation; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30122/15]

16/07/2015WRU02100Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The gross current and capital funding al-
location for my Department for 2015 and the expenditure position at the end of June is set out 
below.

Defence 
(Vote 36)

2
Allocation

Profileto June Expenditureto 
June

Overspend/ 
(Underspend)

Current €610. 9m €279.5m €266.6m (€12.9m) 
Capital €66. 4m €43.0 m €39.8m (€3.2m) 
Total €677. 3m €322.5m €306.4m (€16.1m) 

Army Pensions
(Vote 35)

Allocation Profileto June Expenditure
to June

Overspend/
(Underspend)

Current €221.0 m €110.9m €113.4m €2.5m 
Capital 0 0 0 0 
Total €221.0 m €110.9m €113.4m €2.5m 

Expenditure at the end of June is below profile on the Defence Vote and ahead of profile on 
the Army Pensions Vote. It is projected that expenditure for the year will be broadly in line with 
the overall allocation.  

While my Department does not have specific funding set aside to support innovation, the 
Defence Organisation, in conjunction with Enterprise Ireland, engages with Irish based enter-
prise and research institutes that are involved in activities related to Defence Forces capability 
development. The primary objective of this initiative is to support Defence Forces capability 
development for crisis management through the application of new and innovative technology 
and research. The application of such technology and research in the defence domain also sup-
ports innovation, growth and jobs in Irish industry, particularly for companies and institutions 
operating in the security and defence (dual-use) sector.

16/07/2015WRU02150Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRU02200355. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Defence if his Department or agen-
cies under the authority of his Department have performed an assessment of the potential sav-
ings to be accrued, if current paper-based application processes by members of the public were 
replaced with a fully online application system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[30137/15]

16/07/2015WRU02300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department does not provide ser-
vices to external ‘customers’ in the classic sense. For example, there are no public offices or 
public counters where the public can request services on demand. There are a small number of 
paper based applications processes operated by the Department. These would include applica-
tions for disability pensions, applications for Medal certificates/posthumous medals for War of 
Independence and sheep branding applications. Given that the level of applications received 
annually is relatively low the Department is satisfied that the current paper based process is the 
most practical in terms of the administration of these processes.

16/07/2015WRU02350Departmental Reports

16/07/2015WRU02400356. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Defence when his Department’s annual 
report for 2014 will be published. [30210/15]

16/07/2015WRU02500Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Department of Defence and Defence 
Forces Annual Report for 2014 is nearing completion and I anticipate that it will be published 
in September.

16/07/2015WRU02550Defence Forces Deployment

16/07/2015WRU02600357. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Defence his plans to increase the num-
ber of Permanent Defence Force members assigned to the general Border region; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30353/15]

16/07/2015WRU02700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am informed by the military authorities 
that it is not possible to provide the information sought by the Deputy in the time available. I 
shall provide the information directly to the Deputy once it comes to hand. 

16/07/2015WRU02750Alcohol Sales Legislation

16/07/2015WRU02800358. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her plans to 
review the licensing laws, around the selling of alcohol and having supermarkets selling same; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29948/15]

16/07/2015WRU02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The position is that the 
Government Legislation Programme published on 14 January provides for future publication 
of the Sale of Alcohol Bill. This Bill will update the law relating to the sale, supply and con-
sumption of alcohol in licensed premised and registered clubs. It will repeal the Licensing Acts 
1833 to 2011, as well as the Registration of Clubs Acts 1904 to 2008, and replace them with 
streamlined and updated provisions.

As far as the sale of alcohol in mixed trading outlets such as supermarkets and convenience 
stores is concerned, the position is that I, together with my colleague the Minister for Health, 
have jointly reviewed, in the context of the forthcoming Public Health (Alcohol) Bill, matters 
relating to structural separation of alcohol products from other products in such outlets, includ-
ing appropriate future enforcement mechanisms. It is expected that proposals in relation to this 
matter will be submitted to Government in the Autumn.  
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16/07/2015WRU02950Departmental Strategies

16/07/2015WRU03000359. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her Depart-
ment’s priorities for the remainder of this Dáil; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[29589/15]

16/07/2015WRU03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The commitments and 
priorities set by Government form the main priorities for the work of my Department for the 
remainder of this Government’s term of office. My Department’s Statement of Strategy pub-
lished in April last also provides an overview of priorities for the period 2015-2018 inclusive.  
Completing delivery of the comprehensive Reform Programme aimed at enhancing the admin-
istration and oversight of policing is a key priority. Much of this has been achieved, including 
the enactment of the Garda Síochána (Amendment) (No 3) Bill 2014 enhancing the powers of 
GSOC, and the introduction of  the Bill to establish the Policing Authority, the Garda Síochána 
(Policing Authority and Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2015, which was recently passed by the 
Seanad.  It is my intention that this legislation will be enacted as quickly as possible and I look 
forward to debating it with Deputies.

Other priorities include introducing the necessary legislation to amend the Constitution fol-
lowing the referendum on marriage equality; progressing the recommendations of the Working 
Group on the Protection Process, and advancing the International Protection Bill to introduce a 
single protection procedure thus reducing the length of time applicants spend in the Direct Pro-
vision System; implementing new rules for student migration and for colleges operating in the 
Sector; taking further steps to ensure that all State boards have at least 40% of each gender; con-
tinued implementation of the Government’s reforms around personal insolvency;  supporting 
implementation of the Fines Act 2014; publication of a reformed and consolidated Domestic 
Violence Bill and completing the review of judicial appointments.  I also hope to introduce the 
Prisons Bill, which will facilitate the complete closing of St Patrick’s Institution and to secure 
Government approval in the very near future for the General Scheme of a Bail Bill to modernise 
and improve the law on bail.

I also hope to implement a number of the key recommendations of the Penal Policy Review 
Group; to progress, jointly with the United Kingdom Home Office, the worldwide rollout of 
the British Irish Visa Scheme and complete the Legal Services Regulation Bill.  As regards 
criminal law, the priorities include strengthening the law on corruption and sexual offences (in-
cluding grooming) as well as implementing the EU Directive on Victims following the recent 
publication of the heads of the Criminal Justice (Victims of Crime) Bill.  My Department is also 
developing a new strategy on Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence for 2015 onwards.  
I am committed to ensuring that the Charities Regulation Authority is in a position to fulfil its 
important mandate in the charities sector.

Burglary is a persistent and highly damaging crime.  I am committed to tackling it on a num-
ber of fronts, including through a focus on interagency measures in relation to the management 
of prolific offenders, visible policing, crime prevention support for communities, and an exami-
nation of legislative issues and through a partnership approach between criminal justice agen-
cies and the community.  I hope to publish the Criminal Justice (Burglary of Dwellings) Bill 
very shortly.  This Bill will address issues in relation to bail and sentencing for prolific burglars.  
I am also taking forward the recommendations of the 2014 Garda Inspectorate Report on Crime 
Investigation, including crime statistics, and its report on the Fixed Charge Processing System.  
I expect to receive the review of An Garda Síochána under the Haddington Road Agreement.

The resumption of Garda recruitment will make an important contribution, not only to the 
reform of An Garda Síochána, but to the ongoing task of protecting our communities.  Garda 
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reform will involve substantial investment in ICT and other support infrastructure and I will 
continue working on this matter with my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform.  The Government has committed to the ending of slopping out in the prison system 
and the number of prisoners slopping out has been reduced by 71% since 2010. The opening of 
a new prison in Cork later this year will eliminate slopping out in that prison.  You may wish 
to note that the Irish Prison Service is also advancing plans for the redevelopment of Limerick 
Prison.  All of this work is supported by the process of organisational renewal underway in my 
Department, the continuing implementation of which is itself a priority. 

16/07/2015WRU03150Prison Staff

16/07/2015WRU03200360. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regard-
ing prison officers who are injured in the course of their work and who, as a result, are obliged 
to retire early on medical grounds; the arrangements in place to allow persons to receive a full 
pension where they have not worked up their full years’ service, and any other compensation 
arrangements that are in place, if the full pension is not granted; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [29604/15]

16/07/2015WRU03300361. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regard-
ing prison officers who have to retire early on medical grounds as a result of a work-related 
injury; if injury warranty years can be granted; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[29605/15]

16/07/2015WRU03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 360 and 361 together.

I am informed by the Director General of the Irish Prison Service  that it is bound by the 
guidelines for the award of added years for pension purposes as provided by the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform and by the Public Service Superannuation (Miscellaneous) 
Act 2004. Officers must be certified by the Chief Medical Officer (CMO) to retire on ill health 
grounds.  Prison officers can normally retire between the ages of 50 and 55 years if they have 
30 years of actual service in the prison service.  Officers aged 55 years and over can retire re-
gardless of service.

Where an officer retires having completed at least 5 years’ actual service due to a permanent 
disability which was not self-inflicted, notional service may, at the discretion of the Department 
for Public Expenditure and Reform, be added to his/her actual service on the following basis for 
the purposes of calculating retirement lump sum and personal pension in the case of retirement 
on grounds of ill-health: 

(a)   officers with between 5 and 10 years actual reckonable service are credited with an 
equivalent amount of added service subject to such credited service not exceeding the addi-
tional reckonable service which would have accrued if the officer had remained in service up 
to age 60;

(b)   officers with between 10 and 20 years actual reckonable service are credited with the 
more favourable of 

(i) an amount of service equal to the difference between actual reckonable service and 20 
years, subject to such credited service not exceeding the additional reckonable service which 
would have accrued if the officer had remained in service up to age 60; or 

(ii) 6 years and 243 days (i.e. two-thirds of a year), subject to such credited service not ex-
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ceeding the additional service which would have accrued if the officer had remained in service 
up to minimum retirement age;

(c) officers with more than 20 years actual reckonable service are credited with the same 
award of added service as at (b)(ii) above.

Requests for Injury Warrant are assessed by the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form taking into account the Chief Medical Officers advise.

If an officer suffers an injury as a result of an incident or assault while carrying out their du-
ties, they may be entitled to seek redress through the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal.  
Where an officer is injured as a result of a fall or other such occurrence, they may be entitled to 
seek redress through the Personal Injuries Assessment Board.

16/07/2015WRV00150Garda Investigations

16/07/2015WRV00200362. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress made 
in relation to a full investigation into the bombing in Belturbet in County Cavan in December 
1972, which resulted in the death of two young persons; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [29624/15]

16/07/2015WRV00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will share 
my view that the bombing at Belturbet on 28 December 1972 which took two innocent young 
lives was a tragic and unjustifiable act of brutality.  There are no words to describe the suffering 
and grief that the families have endured.  

The bombing and two murders in Belturbet were the subject of a thorough investigation 
at the time by An Garda Síochána, with expert assistance provided to the investigation by the 
Army.  The investigation also involved close liaison with the authorities in Northern Ireland in 
an effort to bring the perpetrators to justice.  Although every avenue of inquiry which was open 
to the investigation was pursued at that time there was no evidence to bring those responsible 
to justice.  It remains a source of disappointment that no one has yet been brought to justice for 
these murders.  

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the investigation into these murders remains 
open and should any new or additional evidence emerge from any source, it will be pursued 
fully by An Garda Síochána.

The Deputy will also be aware that dealing with the legacy of the troubles on this island 
is difficult and complex challenge.  The Stormont House Agreement provides for a number of 
initiatives that will establish an overarching framework to deal with the past.  The Government 
is fully committed to playing its part in implementing those measures and I hope they may 
provide an opportunity for the families of persons killed during the troubles to access further 
information.

16/07/2015WRV00350Crime Data

16/07/2015WRV00400363. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Justice and Equality with regard to 
section 19(c) of the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 1994, as inserted by the Housing (Mis-
cellaneous Provisions) Act 2002, the number of penalties that have been imposed in each year 
since 2010 relating to unauthorised developments on the Curragh Plains in County Kildare; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [29697/15]
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16/07/2015WRV00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will be 
aware the Central Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, is responsible for 
the publication of recorded crime statistics. 

In relation to the matters referred to, I have requested the CSO to provide the available sta-
tistics directly to the Deputy    

16/07/2015WRV00550Garda Investigations

16/07/2015WRV00600364. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
suspected cases of illegal moneylending that have been investigated by An Garda Síochána in 
the past three years; the outcome of these investigations; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [29757/15]

16/07/2015WRV00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to advise the 
Deputy that it has not been possible to provide the information sought in the time available for 
reply. However, I have requested the Garda authorities to provide the requested information and 
I will be in further contact with the Deputy upon receipt.  

16/07/2015WRV00750Garda Recruitment

16/07/2015WRV00800365. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the expected 
number of new Garda Síochána recruits to commence training in 2015; the additional cost in 
2015 of increasing this number by 100, 200 and 500; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [29772/15]

16/07/2015WRV00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of personnel, among the 
Garda Regions, Divisions, and Districts. Garda management keep this distribution under con-
tinuing review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the best 
possible use is made of these resources.

The Deputy will be aware that the first intake since 2009 of 100 new recruits entered train-
ing at the Garda College, Templemore, on 15 September 2014.  As part of Budget 2015, a fur-
ther intake of 200 recruits in two batches was announced.  On 15 December 2014, the first 100 
of these batches commenced their training. The remaining 100 entered the college in February 
this year. In addition I received sanction from the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
for the further intake of 250 recruits in 2015.  It is expected that there will be a further intake 
into the Garda College of 100 trainees later this month, with two further intakes scheduled for 
October and December of this year.  This will bring the number of new recruits to 550 by the 
end of 2015.

The September intake of recruits attested as members of the Garda Síochána on 23 April 
2015 and further attestation of 99 new Probationer Gardaí is scheduled for later this month.

I have been informed by the Garda authorities that the initial annual cost of recruiting, train-
ing and employing 100, 200 and 500 extra Gardaí per annum is as set out in the table below:

Initial cost of extra Garda Recruits

Cost Cost Cost
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100 200 500 
Salary and Allow-
ances

€1.89m €3.77m €9.43m

It is my intention that there be ongoing recruitment subject to sanction by the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform.

16/07/2015WRV00950Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRV01000366. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount of 
investment from capital spending her Department has made in County Kildare since 2011; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [29910/15]

16/07/2015WRV01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to advise the 
Deputy that there has not been any capital investment by my Department in Co. Kildare since 
2011. Additionally, we have asked our agencies for information on any capital investment that 
they may have made in the area over the period and will convey the responses directly to the 
Deputy when they become available.

16/07/2015WRV01150Prisoner Data

16/07/2015WRV01200367. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total prison popu-
lation; the number of prisoners, in tabular form, by prison; the capacity of each prison; the per-
centage occupation of each prison; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29918/15]

16/07/2015WRV01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the 
Irish Prison Service that the information requested by the Deputy is published daily on the Irish 
Prison Service Website (www.irishprisons.ie). 

16/07/2015WRV01350Prisoner Releases

16/07/2015WRV01400368. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will provide, 
in tabular form, the number of prisoners currently on temporary release, by prison; the type 
of offence the prisoners were convicted of; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[29919/15]

16/07/2015WRV01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy is aware 
the Irish Prison Service collates and publishes the prisoner population breakdown, including 
those on temporary release, on a daily basis and this information is available on the Irish Prison 
Service website (www.irishprisons.ie). 

I wish to refer to the Deputy’s question of 16th June 2015 in relation to this matter and as 
requested, the information is now set out in the table below. 

On 15th July 2015, there were 523 prisoners (12%) on temporary release across the prison 
system. This included 187 prisoners who were serving less than 3 months solely for the non-
payment of a Court ordered fine and 165 prisoners who were on structured temporary release 
programmes such as the Community Return Programme or Community Support Scheme.  The 
legislative basis for making decisions on temporary release are fully set out in the Criminal Jus-
tice Act 1960, as amended by the Criminal Justice (Temporary Release of Prisoners) Act 2003.
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A prisoner may apply through the prison Governor for consideration for temporary release.  
Their family or their legal representative can also apply for consideration of such a concession. 
It is very important to note that it does not necessarily follow that a prisoner will receive tem-
porary release even if the recommendation made by the prison authorities and/or therapeutic 
services is to that effect. Each application is considered on its individual merits and a number of 
factors are taken into account when making a decision on whether to grant temporary release.

The Deputy will be aware that the Irish Prison Service Three Year Strategic Plan 2012-2015 
and the  Joint Prison Service/Probation Service Strategic Plan 2015-2017 includes working 
towards the objective of ensuring that all prisoners released early from custody are placed on 
appropriate structured programme of temporary release.

The Community Return Scheme is an initiative whereby carefully selected prisoners, serv-
ing sentences between 1 year and 8 years, can be granted reviewable temporary release coupled 
with a requirement to do community service work such as painting, gardening or graffiti re-
moval in a supervised group setting. The type of work involved is intended to assist the com-
munity and the scheme is involved with a large number of charitable organisations and local 
community groups.

In addition to Community Return, a Community Support Scheme has also been introduced 
to reduce recidivism rates of short term prisoners by arranging for additional support structures 
post release and by providing for a more structured form of temporary release. 

Table 1. Breakdown by Offence Group

Offence Group Description Total
Homicide Offences 4
Controlled Drug Offences 127
Weapons and Explosives Offences 7
Damage to Property and the Environment 10
Public Order and Social Code Offences 27
Road and Traffic Offences 84
Offences re Government,Justice and Organ-
ised Crime

29

Offences Not Elsewhere Classified 28
Attempts/Threat to Murder 51
Dangerous Negligent Acts 34
Kidnapping and Related Offences 4
Robbery, Extortion and Hijacking Offences 12
Burglary and Related Offences 21
Theft and Related Offences 67
Fraud, Deception and Related Offences 18
Grand Total 523

16/07/2015WRV01550Penal Policy Review Group Report

16/07/2015WRV01600369. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way she intends 
to reform penal policy; if she is satisfied with the operation of the community return scheme; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29920/15]

16/07/2015WRV01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Penal Policy Re-
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view Group was established in 2012, in line with the recommendations of the Thornton Hall 
Project Review Group, to conduct a wide ranging strategic review of penal policy taking into 
account relevant work already carried out in this jurisdiction and elsewhere, the rights of those 
convicted of crimes, the perspective of those who are victims of crime, and the interests of so-
ciety in general.

The terms of reference for the Group included an examination and analysis of the role of 
penal policy in crime prevention; sentencing policies; alternatives to custody; custodial ac-
commodation and regimes; reintegration and rehabilitation; and any special issues relating to 
female offenders.

In November 2014, I submitted the Report of the Penal Policy Review Group to the Govern-
ment. As an initial step, the Government agreed, in principle, to proceed immediately with the 
implementation of the following key recommendations:

- bringing forward legislative proposals to establish the Parole Board on an independent 
statutory basis;

- preparing proposals and options for Government on reform of sentencing policy includ-
ing a review of the threshold at which presumptive minimum sentences in drugs and other of-
fences apply;

- preparing proposals for Government on legislating for the review’s recommendation 
that Courts set out in writing their reasons for imposing a custodial sentence;

- preparing proposals on the potential for increased use of earned remission; and

- pursuing options for an open prison for female offenders.

Work is underway to progress the implementation of these decisions. To this end I have 
established a Penal Policy Implementation Oversight Group. The Group is chaired by Dr. Mary 
Rogan, Head of Law at Dublin Institute of Technology who was a member of the review group. 
The first meeting of the Group was held on 15 May 2015 and the intention is for the first Imple-
mentation Report to be submitted to me in November. 

The Community Return Programme formed part of the examination by the Penal Policy 
Review Group, who recommended the continued use and expansion of the programme. Work 
to achieve the expansion of the Community Return Programme is underway. The number of 
participants on the programme was increased to 450 in 2014 and the target for 2015 has also 
been increased.

Last year I was also pleased to be presented with the evaluation report of the Community 
Return programme, published jointly by the Irish Prison Service and the Probation Service, en-
titled “Community Return: A Unique Opportunity - A descriptive evaluation of the first twenty 
six months (2011-2013)  “. This evaluation highlighted the positive impact of Community Re-
turn and also recommended its expansion.

16/07/2015WRV01750Direct Provision Data

16/07/2015WRV01800370. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total population 
currently residing in direct provision centres; the number of persons, in tabular form, by centre; 
the capacity; and the percentage occupation of each centre; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [29921/15]
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16/07/2015WRV01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Reception and In-
tegration Agency (RIA) of my Department  is responsible for the accommodation of asylum 
seekers in accordance with the Government policy of direct provision and dispersal. Currently, 
there are over 4,566 residents in 34 centres across the State under contract to RIA. 

The information sought by the Deputy is normally published on the monthly statistical re-
ports published by RIA on its website - www.ria.gov.ie.  There is a temporary backlog of earlier 
2015 monthly reports to be published on the website and the full June report will be published 
later this year.  In the meantime, the statistics sought by the Deputy have been complied for the 
28 June, 2015.  The table involved is too complex for inclusion in this answer and is being sent 
to the Deputy under separate cover. 

I will take this opportunity to inform the Deputy that RIA will shortly be publishing on its 
website its 2014 Annual Report. This will provide a variety of additional information, including 
a breakdown of the adults and children in each direct provision centre and the length of time 
persons, overall, have been residing in the direct provision system. 

16/07/2015WRV01950Garda Data

16/07/2015WRV02000371. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of out-
standing warrants nationwide on the Police Using Leading Systems Effectively, PULSE, sys-
tem; if she is concerned at the number of outstanding warrants; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [29922/15]

16/07/2015WRV02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am informed by the 
Garda authorities that there were 115,772 warrants outstanding at 30 June 2015. The Deputy 
will appreciate that at any one time there will inevitably be a number of warrants awaiting 
execution. I might mention that in May 2008 there were approximately 117,000 warrants out-
standing ; in January 2014 122,000.

 As the Deputy is aware, difficulties in relation to the execution of warrants have been a 
matter of concern for many years, with similar or higher numbers outstanding in the past.  It is 
also true to say that this is a long standing difficulty for many police forces around the world.

While genuine difficulties can arise where it does not prove possible to enforce a warrant, I 
regard it as a priority that systems are in place to ensure that warrants are enforced as quickly 
as possible.  In this regard, I am advised that An Garda Síochána gives priority to the execution 
of warrants in respect of serious crime and will continue to do so.

The Deputy will be aware that a very welcome analysis of this issue was provided by the 
Garda Síochána Inspectorate in their report on Crime Investigation of November 2014.  The 
recommendations in the Inspectorate report are a very important element in the overall strategic 
transformation programme which is underway in An Garda Síochána. In relation to the recom-
mendations on Warrants, I am informed that a Warrants Review Group has been working on 
means of better managing and enforcing warrants in the context of the Inspectorate’s analysis 
and I am advised that the impact of this process will be the subject of regular updates.

A relevant issue which was highlighted in the Garda Inspectorate report is the number of 
warrants generated as a result of non-payment of fines in circumstances where previously im-
prisonment was the only option available to the Court in cases of non-payment.  These war-
rants make up a significant proportion of the total figure referred to above.  Under the Fines 
(Payment and  Recovery) Act 2014, which will come into effect later this year, alternatives to 
imprisonment are now provided for, and the aim is to significantly reduce the number of per-
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sons committed for non-payment.  In addition to reducing the number of persons imprisoned for 
non-payment, this important legislation should also reduce the number of warrants the Gardaí 
are called upon to enforce.

The Garda Inspectorate Report acknowledges the difficulties often faced by Gardaí in pursu-
ing the execution of warrants but it also points to significant deficiencies in the current systems, 
some of which are tied to the available technology for recording and monitoring information 
on warrants. In this regard, I have been working closely with Minister Howlin to support the 
development of Garda systems to meet the realities and expectations of 21st   Century policing 
and I hope to be in a position to make significant announcements shortly in relation to Garda 
ICT systems.

16/07/2015WRV02150Legislative Measures

16/07/2015WRV02200372. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her plans to introduce 
new anti-corruption legislation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29923/15]

16/07/2015WRV02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Drafting of the Criminal 
Justice (Corruption) Bill is at a very advanced stage.  It is expected that the Bill will be submit-
ted for  Government approval and publication early in the autumn session.

16/07/2015WRV02350Legislative Measures

16/07/2015WRV02400373. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her plans to introduce 
legislation to allow for class action cases to be taken in the courts; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [29924/15]

16/07/2015WRV02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As recently set out in 
my Written Reply to Question No. 479 of 16th June, the issue of multi-party or of “class action” 
litigation was the subject of a Report and recommendations made by the Law Reform Com-
mission in 2005 (LRC 76-2005). The Report was not carried forward by the Government of the 
day which took a cautious approach. The implementation of the Report at this remove, and the 
introduction of any legislation to enable the type of collective legal action envisaged would, 
therefore, remain matters for the Government and the Oireachtas who would have to be con-
vinced of its merits and impacts in the public interest - including in terms of the sustainability 
of a collective action regime and its potential costs to the parties concerned and to the Exche-
quer. These are also issues which would require the inputs of several Government Departments 
impacting as they do on areas of law such as those of consumer protection, competition, the 
environment and the provision of financial and other services.

Consideration would also have to be given to the relevant intervening developments that 
have taken place at the national, European Union and wider international levels. While not part 
of the current Legislation Programme, this is a complex area of legislative reform that will re-
quire renewed and thorough consideration and, on that basis, I am happy to keep it in mind for 
possible inclusion in any future legislative programme that may be considered by the Govern-
ment.

16/07/2015WRV02550Personal Insolvency Act

16/07/2015WRV02600374. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will provide, 
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in tabular form, the number of successful applications for personal insolvency arrangements, 
debt settlement arrangements and debt relief notices, per year, since the coming into force of 
the Personal Insolvency Act 2012; the number of applications refused for same; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [29925/15]

16/07/2015WRV02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy is aware, 
the Insolvency Service of Ireland (ISI) began accepting cases in September 2013.  The ISI re-
leases its statistics on a quarterly basis and the most up to date figures reflecting Quarter 2 of 
2015 (up to 30 June 2015) were published on 15 July 2015 on its website www.isi.gov.ie.  

I am advised by the ISI that in the case of Debt Relief Notices (DRNs), 100% of applications 
made were successful.  There is no creditors meeting in these circumstances and no DRNs were 
rejected by the ISI or the Courts. As regards Debt Settlement Arrangements (DSAs), 86% were 
successful and 73% of Personal Insolvency Arrangements (PIAs) were successful.

Details of the number of successful and unsuccessful applications since September 2013 are 
set out in the following tables.

Successful Applications 2015 (up to 30 June)

DRN DSA PIA Total
218 118 279 615

 Unsuccessful Applications 2015 (up to 30 June)

DRN DSA PIA Total
0 20 105 125

 

Successful Applications 2014

DRN DSA PIA Total
251 97 199 547

Unsuccessful Applications 2014

DRN DSA PIA Total
0 18 81 99

Successful Applications 2013 (September to December)

DRN DSA PIA Total
0 1 0 1

Unsuccessful Applications 2013 (September to December)

DRN DSA PIA Total
0 0 0 0

16/07/2015WRV02750Garda Deployment
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16/07/2015WRV02800375. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her plans to 
increase the number of gardaí on the beat in all areas; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [29931/15]

16/07/2015WRV02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of personnel, among the 
Garda Regions, Divisions, and Districts. Garda management keep this distribution under con-
tinuing review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the best 
possible use is made of these resources.

The Deputy will be aware that the first intake since 2009 of 100 new recruits entered train-
ing at the Garda College, Templemore, on 15 September 2014.  As part of Budget 2015, a fur-
ther intake of 200 recruits in two batches was announced.  On 15 December 2014, the first 100 
of these batches commenced their training. The remaining 100 entered the college in February 
this year. In addition I received sanction from the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
for the further intake of 250 recruits in 2015.  It is expected that there will be a further intake 
into the Garda College of 100 trainees later this month, with two further intakes scheduled for 
October and December of this year.  This will bring the number of new recruits to 550 by the 
end of 2015.

The September intake of recruits attested as members of the Garda Síochána on 23 April 
2015 and further attestation of 99 new Probationer Gardaí is scheduled for later this month.

On attestation, these new Probationer Gardaí will be assigned to Garda stations throughout 
the country, where they will be allocated to mainstream uniform policing duties, and the needs 
of all Garda Divisions will be fully considered as part of this process.

The number of civilians in An Garda Síochána has increased in recent years from 1,688 
at the end of 2007 to approximately 2,030 (whole time equivalents) as of the 30 May  2015.  
Civilians are employed in a wide range of management, administrative, technical and opera-
tional duties  including, Chief Administration Officer, Executive Director of Finance, Executive 
Director of Human Resources and Personnel Development, Crime Analysts, Head of Legal 
Affairs, clerical officers, photographers. It is  intended to  continue to maximise the number of 
civilian support staff in An Garda Síochána so that highly trained Gardaí can be released from 
administrative tasks to frontline operational policing.  

16/07/2015WRV02950Asylum Applications

16/07/2015WRV03000376. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No.122 of 11 June 2015, whether in the context of the examination 
of the case by the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner and the Refugee Appeals 
Tribunal, she remains satisfied that due regard was given to due process and humanitarian is-
sues when it was decided to return the applicant to the United Kingdom, given the person’s 
expressed concern that the person would be deported from there to the person’s homeland, and 
that the presumption to the contrary by the Refugee Appeals Tribunal is not well-founded, and 
is speculative; if she will have the case reviewed; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [29940/15]

16/07/2015WRV03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The person concerned 
lodged an application for asylum at the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner on 
19th November 2014. Following investigation by that office, it was established that the person 
concerned had been in possession of a valid visa issued by the United Kingdom authorities at 
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the time of his asylum application in this state. 

Arising from their previous visa history in the United Kingdom, and in accordance with the 
provisions of the Dublin III Regulations, a determination was made that the person concerned 
should be transferred to the United Kingdom for the purposes of having their asylum applica-
tion examined there. 

This determination placed a legal obligation on the person concerned to ‘present’ at the Of-
fices of the Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB), on 7 July 2015, to make arrangements 
for their formal transfer to the United Kingdom. The person concerned failed to present and is 
classified as evading their transfer. Should they come to the notice of the Gardaí, they would 
be liable to arrest and detention. They should, therefore, present the GNIB without any further 
delay.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) by Email using the Oireachtas Mail facility 
which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date infor-
mation on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parlia-
mentary Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases 
where the response from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

16/07/2015WRV03150Ministerial Meetings

16/07/2015WRV03200377. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
meet with a person (details supplied) who has previously been in contact with her Department. 
[29941/15]

16/07/2015WRV03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy may be 
aware, the person referred to has been in correspondence with my Department over a number 
of years.  Most recently, his complaint was referred to the mechanism established for the inde-
pendent review of certain allegations of Garda misconduct, or inadequacies in the investigation 
of certain allegations, which have been made to me as Minister for Justice and Equality, or the 
Taoiseach, with a view to determining to what extent and in what manner further action may be 
required in each case. 

The matter has been considered by a member of a panel consisting of two Senior and five 
Junior Counsel which was established for the purpose.  The counsel appointed to the panel were 
all selected on the basis of their experience of the criminal justice system.  The review of each 
complaint consisted of an examination of the papers in the complaint by a counsel from the 
panel.  Following the review of each complaint a recommendation is made as to whether any 
further action is desirable and could practicably be taken. 

I have received and accepted the independent recommendation of Counsel in the case of the 
person referred to by the Deputy.  I have written to the person communicating this outcome to 
them together with the reasons for same.  In these circumstances, I do not believe that a meeting 
would be of assistance.

16/07/2015WRV03350Garda Stations

16/07/2015WRV03400378. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her plans to 
review the opening hours of Howth Garda station in County Dublin; and if she will make a 
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statement on the matter. [29947/15]

16/07/2015WRV03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Decisions in relation to 
Garda station opening hours are a matter for the Garda Commissioner and I as Minister have no 
direct role in the matter. However, I am advised by the Garda authorities that Howth Garda Sta-
tion is open, subject to available manpower, from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. seven days a week. Outside 
of these hours, there is a public access call box (P.A.C.B.) with calls diverted to Raheny Garda 
Station which is open on a twenty-four hour basis.

An increase in the opening hours of any Garda Station would necessitate the deployment of 
additional Garda personnel on indoor administrative duties who may be more effectively em-
ployed on outdoor policing duties.  It is the view of local Garda management that in this context 
Howth Garda Station does not currently require to be operated on a twenty four hour basis.

16/07/2015WRW00150Naturalisation Applications

16/07/2015WRW00200379. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
and-or expected position in determining an application for naturalisation in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in Dublin 24; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29958/15]

16/07/2015WRW00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the application for 
a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage 
of processing and will be submitted to me for decision in due course.  

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.                  

16/07/2015WRW00350Naturalisation Applications

16/07/2015WRW00400380. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
position regarding an application for naturalisation by a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29959/15]

16/07/2015WRW00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that processing of the ap-
plication for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is ongoing 
and the case will be re-submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

As the Deputy will appreciate, as well as being a significant event for the recipient, the 
granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation as provided for in law is also a major step 
for the State as it confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State but also at 
European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve 
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the integrity of the process. In some instances this can be established relatively quickly and in 
other cases completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

16/07/2015WRW00550Deportation Orders Re-examination

16/07/2015WRW00600381. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
review the deportation order in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 24, who has 
reported each month to an immigration officer for the past ten years, and whose circumstances 
have changed in the interim; if the person may be issued with Stamp 4 status; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [29960/15]

16/07/2015WRW00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to inform the 
Deputy that the person referred to has no entitlement to residency.

I am informed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Depart-
ment that the person concerned is the subject of a Deportation Order made following a com-
prehensive and thorough examination of their asylum claim and a detailed examination of the 
representations they submitted for consideration under Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 
(as amended).

Representations were received from the person’s legal representative pursuant to Section 17 
(7) of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended). This application is under consideration at present. 
Representations were also received from the person’s legal representative pursuant to Section 3 
(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), to revoke the Deportation Order. The Deputy 
may wish to note that any such decision will be to ‘affirm’ or to ‘revoke’ the existing Deporta-
tion Order. This application is also under consideration at present. In the mean-time, the Depor-
tation Order remains in place.

The effect of the Deportation Order is that the person concerned must leave the State and 
remain thereafter outside the State.

The enforcement of the Deportation Order is an operational matter for the Garda National 
Immigration Bureau.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by Email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

16/07/2015WRW00750Naturalisation Applications

16/07/2015WRW00800382. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
position regarding an application for naturalisation by a person (details supplied) in Dublin 24; 
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and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29961/15]

16/07/2015WRW00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the processing of the ap-
plication for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is ongoing 
and the case will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been established specifically for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.                 

16/07/2015WRW00950National Identity Card

16/07/2015WRW01000383. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when she will in-
troduce a national identity card which can be managed by generating a unique national identity 
code for every citizen, by using a computerised binary system numerical code, which would 
virtually eliminate errors or mismatches when it comes to identifying persons on different da-
tabases; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29964/15]

16/07/2015WRW01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy may wish to 
note that I have no plans at this time to introduce a national identity card system.

16/07/2015WRW01150Departmental Advertising Expenditure

16/07/2015WRW01200384. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of public 
advertising, statutory and non-statutory, funded by her Department in 2013 and in 2014; the 
corresponding figure for agencies under the control of her Department; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [30029/15]

16/07/2015WRW01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to advise the 
Deputy that the total cost of advertising, statutory and non-statutory, incurred by my Depart-
ment in 2013 was €228,821 and 2014 was €346,490.  A large proportion of this funding in 2013 
and 2014 was in respect of funding to non-governmental organisations in raising awareness of 
domestic, sexual and gender based violence and services for victims.

The corresponding figure for the agencies under the remit of my Department in 2013 was 
€98,624 and 2014 was €307,785.  A significant proportion of the cost of advertising in 2014 
arose as a consequence of the “Back on Track” campaign run by the Insolvency Service of Ire-
land to further highlight the suite of debt solutions available to distressed debtors.

16/07/2015WRW01350Departmental Expenditure
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16/07/2015WRW01400385. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost in 2013 
and in 2014 of printing reports by her Department and agencies under the control of her De-
partment; the corresponding figure for annual reports; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [30044/15]

16/07/2015WRW01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to advise the 
Deputy that the costs incurred by my Department for printing reports in 2013 was €4,711. In 
2014 no cost was incurred. The corresponding figure for the agencies under the remit of my De-
partment in 2013 was €8,474 (of which €7,736 relates to annual reports) and 2014 was €11,471 
(of which €11,107 relates to annual reports).  In most cases annual reports are now made avail-
able in soft copy format.  If printed copies are required these are normally printed internally but 
it is not possible to quantify these costs as, typically, the quantities involved are low.  

16/07/2015WRW01550Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRW01600386. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost in 2013 
and in 2014 of issuing hard copy payslips to staff or retired staff by her Department and agencies 
under the control of her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30059/15]

16/07/2015WRW01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The estimated cost (ex-
cluding staff time) of issuing hard copy payslips to staff or retired staff in 2013 and 2014  was 
€347,000 and €116,000 respectively. The decrease in cost in 2014 reflects the fact the Payroll 
Shared Services Centre (PSSC) in the National Shared Services Office was responsible for the 
operation of the Garda Force and Prisons payrolls in 2014 and the costs associated with the is-
sue of hard copy payslips is reflected in the expenditure of that office.

16/07/2015WRW01750Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRW01800387. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
outline and itemise all expenditure undertaken by her Department, on private travel for her and-
or her private office; on legal fees, consultancy fees, hotel accommodation during the 12 month 
period to 30 June 2015; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30074/15]

16/07/2015WRW01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): There was no expendi-
ture by my Department on private travel for myself or my private office staff during the year to 
30 June 2015. 

In terms of legal costs incurred by my Department, I can inform the Deputy that this totalled 
€6,108,150 and consultancy costs were €70,077. (See table for details)

Table of Costs July to Dec 2014 Jan to June 2015 Total 
Legal
Legal Expenses 223,446.09 318,807.59 542,253.68
Court Costs 289,099.62 408,268.08 697,367.70
Immigration Cases 
Court Costs

1,546,789.80 1,431,273.19 2,978,062.99

Asylum & Immigra-
tion Legal Costs

1,151,617.64 737,888.19 1,889,505.83

Legal Professional 
Fees

960.00 0.00 960.00
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Table of Costs July to Dec 2014 Jan to June 2015 Total 
Total Legal 6,108,150.20
Consultancy
IT Consultancy 16,848.49 1,800.11 18,648.60
General Consultancy 46,400.51 5,028.08 51,428.59
Total Consultancy 70,077.19

 A total of €12,366 was incurred in relation to hotel accommodation while on official busi-
ness over the period in question.

16/07/2015WRW01950Appointments to State Boards

16/07/2015WRW02000388. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she is re-
sponsible for all board appointments where such power to appoint persons to State boards is 
vested in her by statute; if any politically-appointed State employee outside of her Department 
is involved in decision-making concerning such appointments, in particular, if, during the life-
time of the Government, a named person (details supplied) has had any influence over any ap-
pointments made by her; if she or officials from her Department have corresponded with that 
person, regarding the composition of, and appointments to, State boards to which she has statu-
tory power to make appointments; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30114/15]

16/07/2015WRW02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to advise the 
Deputy that I have overall responsibility for all appointments to State Boards where such power 
is vested in me by statute. Neither the person referred to by the Deputy nor any other politically-
appointed State employee outside of my Department is involved in decision-making concern-
ing board appointments vested in me by statute, nor has any correspondence been engaged in 
with such persons. 

16/07/2015WRW02150Departmental Budgets

16/07/2015WRW02200389. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current and 
capital funding allocated to her Department; the underspend or overspend in 2015 to date, under 
each category, based on her Department’s spending profile; the funding made available, within 
and external, to her Department’s functions to support innovation; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30129/15]

16/07/2015WRW02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The 2015 capital and 
current funding allocation for Vote 24, Justice and Equality is €373m.  The against profile posi-
tion for each of these categories to the end of June 2015 is an under profile spend of €3.2m on 
current expenditure and an over profile spend of €0.5m on capital expenditure.

16/07/2015WRW02350Departmental Correspondence

16/07/2015WRW02400390. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if her Depart-
ment or agencies under the authority of her Department have performed an assessment of the 
potential savings to be accrued if current paper-based application processes by members of the 
public were replaced with a fully online application system; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [30144/15]
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16/07/2015WRW02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to advise the 
Deputy that my Department is committed, wherever feasible, to providing on-line options with 
regard to application processes within the Department. Many processes are already completed 
entirely, or nearly entirely, by electronic means.  Assessments as to the potential savings in-
volved have not been carried out in every case.  Moreover, certain processes, involving sensi-
tive and/or security-related information are not appropriate to an on-line procedure or are not 
justified by reason of low volume. 

Information regarding areas of my Department is set out below:

Cosc

Cosc has recently replaced a paper-based system grant application system for its awareness-
raising grant scheme with a hybrid system involving more automated applications. The initial 
application stage involves emailing an application into a specially designed inbox where a com-
puter programme takes the data from the form and uses it to populate a database of applications. 
Some later stages of the process include paper and email submission of documents so that they 
can be properly verified as part of the ex-post analysis of the scheme. The potential savings in 
this case were assessed as not sufficient to justify the cost of a fully on-line system. However, 
the change has resulted in a considerable saving in staff time spent entering the data from the 
initial application forms. This staff time has been reallocated to other duties. Non-governmental 
organisations, rather than members of the public, typically apply under this scheme.

Cosc also provides funding for service delivery to a small number of organisations who ap-
ply for funding via written and email applications. There are no plans to move this process to a 
fully on-line application system, because of the small volume of data involved.  

Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service

In respect of the provision of immigration services, on-line systems are in place for specific 
customer groups such as initial visa applications.  However, for many of its services, such as 
the registration function for non-EEA nationals who reside in the State for greater than 90 days, 
it is a requirement that such persons present in person.  This is necessary for establishment of 
identity and as an anti-fraud measure and is the practice of immigration services worldwide. 
The registration process includes an interview with the person, the examination of relevant 
documentation, photographing and biometric capture and the issuing of a registration certifi-
cate. It also includes the placing of the appropriate permission to remain endorsement on the 
passport of the person concerned.  

However, the immigration service regularly reviews its service delivery channels including 
seeking opportunities for making on-line application facilities available where appropriate.  

Victims of Crime

The Victims of Crime Office replaced its paper based application process for funding un-
der the Victims of Crime Funding Scheme with an on-line application process from the 2014 
scheme. This has resulted in a significant saving in staff time that has been reallocated to other 
duties.  Non-governmental organisations, rather than members of the public, typically apply 
under this scheme. The Victims of Crime Office has no other paper based application processes.  

Information regarding the Agencies under the remit of my Department is set out below:

Charities Regulatory Authority (CRA)

The Charities Regulatory Authority, which was established on 16 October 2014, has devel-
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oped an on-line applications process from the outset. Accordingly no assessment of potential 
savings to be accrued from the replacement of paper based application processes has been 
necessary.

Courts Service

The Courts Service strategy for the future delivery of electronic services is based on a com-
mon platform, Courts Service on Line (CSOL), consisting of a number of different components 
and applications.  The development of applications under this system involves an assessment of 
savings to be made.  There are currently two on-line applications under development (i) Debt 
Claims on Line to provide an on-line system for the processing of liquidated debts across all 
court jurisdictions and (ii) eLicensing that will provide for licensing applications and renewals 
in the Circuit and District Courts.  Further applications will be developed as resources become 
available and will include an assessment of savings to be made.  

Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission (GSOC)

GSOC is not in a position to fully replace paper-based application with on-line. Further-
more, concerning the complaints made directly to the Ombudsman Commission, it has to date 
been GSOC’s policy to allow a wide number of methods of complaint, so as not to construct 
barriers to any members of the public wishing to complain. This does not rule out a move to 
accepting electronic lodgement of complaints only in the future.

GSOC has made efforts to encourage electronic lodgement of complaints and communica-
tions over the last two years. Complaints are accepted by e-mail and e-mail is used to commu-
nicate with complainants wherever possible.  In 2014, 36.5% of complaints were received elec-
tronically (a total of 820).  In the first six months of 2015, 41.5% of complaints were received 
electronically (a total of 426).

Insolvency Service of Ireland (ISI)

In accordance with the Personal Insolvency Act 2012 and the requirement therein to maxi-
mise communications via electronic means where possible, the ISI has developed from the out-
set, a suite of on-line applications for the provision of its services. Accordingly, no assessment 
of potential savings to be accrued from the replacement of paper based application processes 
has been necessary.

Irish Film Classification Office (IFCO)

While IFCO currently operates a paper based system, it is included in the initiative of De-
partment of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation for the development of an integrated licensing 
portal. Potential savings have yet to be determined as the full cost of the portal to IFCO is not 
yet available.

Legal Aid Board

Regulation 4 (1) of the Civil Legal Aid Regulations 1996-2013 provides that “Any person 
who wishes to be granted legal advice shall apply in writing to a law centre on a form approved 
by the Board or in such other manner, being in writing, as the Board may accept as sufficient in 
the circumstances of the case.”

Currently the Legal Aid Board accepts applications for legal services from members of the 
public on its paper application form only. However, as part of a process of improving its web-
site, it is currently in the process of developing an on-line application system for the use of the 
general public. The Board expects to launch the on-line application system during the second 
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half of 2015. 

While the Board anticipates that cost savings would be accrued through the launch of the 
on-line application it has not yet formally assessed this and therefore no figure is available. 
However, the Board intends to evaluate the success of the on-line system for a period after it 
is introduced. The savings that accrue will be among the criteria upon which success would be 
evaluated.

Private Security Authority

The Private Security Authority is currently developing on-line applications systems to re-
place their paper based systems.  

Property Registration Authority

The Property Registration Authority has made substantial progress in rolling out eGovern-
ment initiatives since the late nineties. These initiatives have facilitated automated applications 
and services to the public, many of which are completely paperless transactions.  Notwithstand-
ing the availability of these services, some applications continue to be lodged in paper form. 
While no formal assessment has been carried out, it is envisaged that there would be potential 
for some savings if all applications were to be made via an on-line process.  

16/07/2015WRW02550Firearms Licences

16/07/2015WRW02600391. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views on 
correspondence (details supplied) regarding firearms legislation; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30167/15]

16/07/2015WRW02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy has raised a 
number of questions in relation to the accuracy of statistics on stolen firearms provided from the 
PULSE system and the impact of this in relation to decision making. The Deputy will be aware 
that following a detailed analysis of PULSE data in relation to the recording, classification 
and reclassification of crime, the CSO has recently resumed publication of the quarterly crime 
figures, along with an analysis of how the issues identified in the Garda Inspectorate Report on 
Crime Investigations impact on the production of these statistics. The analysis carried out by 
both the CSO and the Garda Inspectorate has identified common issues of concern in relation to 
Garda crime recording processes and systems. A significant number of these relate to ICT issues 
and some of them are specifically in relation to PULSE.

The  Garda Commissioner has taken a number of steps to respond to the concerns identified 
in the Inspectorate report, including the establishment of a new Data Quality Team in the Garda 
Information Services Centre (GISC), as well as measures to strengthen PULSE governance ar-
rangements. These measures form part of broader steps to take forward the Inspectorate’s rec-
ommendations, including plans to upgrade and improve the technology for recording of crime 
and policing activity. 

The compilation and publication of crime statistics is a matter in the first instance for the 
Central Statistics Office, as the national statistical agency. The CSO is currently carrying out a 
detailed analysis of certain issues raised by the Inspectorate in relation to the recording, classi-
fication and reclassification of crime, to see whether and to what extent they may have implica-
tions for the crime statistics which that Office produces. I understand that substantial work has 
been carried out on this project since the report’s publication, and that this work is ongoing. In 
addition, the CSO has also agreed to chair an expert panel to examine the Inspectorate’s recom-
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mendations on crime statistics. The expert panel will review the crime counting and detection 
rules, as recommended by the Inspectorate, with a view to introducing new national standards  
On the question of compensation and the possession of a firearm being a privilege, I wish to 
refer the Deputy to Section 13 of the Working Group report on the Review of Firearms Licens-
ing which was published in November 2014. 

To quote from section 13:

“In Magee V Murray (2008, Judge Birmingham) it is stated in summary: “The possession 
of every firearm is illegal unless authorised by law. The  possession of a firearm is not a right, 
but it is a privilege…”.

A similar view was expressed in McCarron V Kearney by Charleton J. (High  Court, 4 July 
2008).”

Section 13 also notes that the Courts have taken the view that what is in the State’s gift can-
not be required to be compensated if it is withdrawn. For example, in Gorman v Minister for the 
Environment (2001, Judge Carney) it was held that the absence of compensation for permitting 
the issuance of taxi licences to anyone qualified was constitutional. 

Finally, insofar as consultation with the Attorney General in relation  to legislative changes 
is concerned, I can confirm to the Deputy that any legislative changes are subject to consultation 
with the Attorney General. 

16/07/2015WRW02750Departmental Reports

16/07/2015WRW02800392. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when her Depart-
ment’s annual report for 2014 will be published. [30217/15]

16/07/2015WRW02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department’s An-
nual Report 2014 is currently being drafted and is expected to be published in the Autumn

16/07/2015WRW02950Courts Service

16/07/2015WRW03000393. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will con-
sider the establishment of a division of the Small Claims Court to assist business in retrieving 
small payments from clients, given that such arrears are threatening the viability of many small 
companies; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30221/15]

16/07/2015WRW03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Courts Service have 
clarified that the small claims procedure of the District Court is an alternative method of dealing 
with a civil proceeding in respect of a small claim.  The majority of claims are dealt with by 
administrative staff in the local District Court offices. Typical claims include:

- a claim in respect of goods or services bought for private use from somebody selling them 
in the course of a business (consumer claims)

- a claim in respect of goods or services bought for business use from somebody selling 
them in the course of a business (business claims)

- minor damage to property (excluding personal injuries) and

- the non-return of a rent deposit for certain types of rented properties.
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The procedure was designed by the Courts Service to handle claims as cost-effectively as 
possible without involving a solicitor. The District Court Clerk, as the Small Claims Registrar, 
processes the claims and seeks to negotiate a settlement without the need for a court hearing.  
Almost half of the claims that proceed are settled in this way.  If the matter cannot be settled the 
registrar will bring the claim before the District Court. 

The Deputy will be aware, the procedure does not cover claims in respect of debts, personal 
injuries or breaches of leases or higher purchase agreements. Generally such cases may be more 
effectively and speedily dealt with by way of civil bill. The Deputy will also be aware that the 
Civil Debt (Procedures) Bill 2015, a separate measure to the Small Claims Court, is currently 
before the Dáil, and this will provide for the introduction of two additional court based mea-
sures, in respect of debts between €500 and €4,000, to the existing suite of measures currently 
available for the enforcement of civil debt.  

The Courts Service has indicated that the Small Claims procedure is extremely resource in-
tensive requiring multiple contacts with applicants and respondents in order to reach agreement 
on the claim. A priority for the Courts Service is to maintain the delivery of front-line court 
services and an appropriate level of service to court users.

I am informed that there are no plans to extend the scope of the small claims procedure at 
this time.

16/07/2015WRW03150Ministerial Meetings

16/07/2015WRW03200394. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her plans to prog-
ress the issues raised at a meeting she had with the relatives of a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [30237/15]

16/07/2015WRW03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy is aware 
I met with the persons referred to on 1 July and agreed to reflect on the issues which they raised 
at the meeting. I have asked my officials to examine these issues and I will contact the persons 
concerned directly in due course. 

16/07/2015WRW03350Courts Service

16/07/2015WRW03400395. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 421 of 24 March 2015 the plans the Office of Public Works has to 
refurbish Roscommon courthouse; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30238/15]

16/07/2015WRW03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy is aware, 
the Courts Service Act 1998 provides that management of the courts is the responsibility of 
the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions, including the provision of 
accommodation for court sittings. However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have 
had enquiries made and the Courts Service have informed me that the position in respect of 
Roscommon Courthouse is unchanged from that in my reply to Parliamentary Question No. 
421 for written answer on 24 March 2015. The Courts Service confirms that, while it currently 
does not have funding to undertake work in Roscommon, it remains committed to providing 
improved court facilities in Roscommon town and that the development of courthouse facilities 
in the town is part of its plans for the future. 
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16/07/2015WRX00125Sex Offenders Notification Requirements

16/07/2015WRX00200396. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons currently supervised in the community under a post-release supervision order under 
Part 5 of the Sex Offenders Act 2001; the number of persons currently in breach of conditions 
under this Part; the number of cases pending; the number of convictions; if she will provide a 
regional breakdown of these figures; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30253/15]

16/07/2015WRX00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): There are 94 persons 
being supervised by the Probation Service under the conditions of a Post Release Supervision 
Order as provided for in Part 5 of the Sex Offenders Act 2001. A regional breakdown of this 
number is illustrated in the table. 

Region Number
Dublin North, Meath and Louth 24
Dublin South and Wicklow 22
Midlands and South East 15
South West 12
West and North West (including Westmeath) 21
Total 94

The information the Deputy has requested in respect of cases involving non-compliance 
with a Supervision Order under Section 33 of the Act is not readily available.

16/07/2015WRX00350Sex Offenders Notification Requirements

16/07/2015WRX00400397. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons registered under Part 2 of the Sex Offenders Act 2001; the number of breaches under 
this Part in 2014 and in 2015 to date; the number of cases pending; the number of convictions 
in each year concerned; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30254/15]

16/07/2015WRX00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Sex Offenders Act 
2001 contains a comprehensive series of provisions aimed at protecting children and other per-
sons.  Part 2 of the Act makes persons convicted of a range of sexual offences subject to notifi-
cation requirements.  The provisions of the Act also extend to any offenders convicted abroad 
of the same range of sexual offences who enter the State. 

All offenders subject to the notification requirements are monitored by the Sex Offender 
Management and Intelligence Unit (SOMIU) at the Garda National Bureau of Criminal Inves-
tigation. The Unit is supported by Garda Inspectors nominated in each Garda Division through-
out the State.  I am informed that the nominated Inspector in each Division has access to all 
necessary resources within his/her Division to assist him/her in carrying out his/her duties. 

Where An Garda Síochána becomes aware that an offender subject to the notification re-
quirements has breached those requirements, appropriate action is taken, including circulation 
through PULSE of their information, as well as inquiries to identify their current whereabouts.  
I am advised that the appropriate level of monitoring is carried out by An Garda Síochána and 
that all breaches of the requirements which come to notice are pursued.

I am also informed that when the Garda authorities become aware that a convicted sex of-
fender has left or is intending to leave the State, the Sex Offender Management and Intelligence 
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Unit ensures that the relevant law enforcement agency in the country of destination is advised 
via Interpol.  

I have asked the Garda authorities to provide the information requested concerning the 
number of persons who are subject to the requirements of Part 2 of the Act  and I will contact 
the Deputy directly when this is to hand.

As the Deputy will be aware the Central Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical 
agency, is responsible for the publication of recorded crime statistics.  I have requested the CSO 
to provide the available statistics in relation to offences and convictions as requested by the 
Deputy directly to him. 

16/07/2015WRX00550Fuel Quality

16/07/2015WRX00600398. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 74 of 28 January 2015, the number of complaints of petrol stretching and 
contamination received in each Garda Síochána division in 2015 to date; the position regarding 
these complaints; the number of these that have been investigated, resulting in a person being 
charged or a file being forwarded to the Director of Public Prosecutions; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [30272/15]

16/07/2015WRX00700399. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
complaints of petrol stretching and contamination received in the past 12 months by An Garda 
Síochána; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30274/15]

16/07/2015WRX00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 398 and 399 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that it has not been possible to provide the information sought 
in the time available for reply. However, I have requested the Garda authorities to provide the 
requested information and I will be in further contact with the Deputy upon receipt. 

16/07/2015WRX00850Data Protection

16/07/2015WRX00900400. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if her Depart-
ment was notified by the Department of Social Protection of an identity error in respect of a 
person (details supplied); the measures her Department has taken to ensure there are no residual 
consequences for the person in question; if she will outline how the various records have been 
amended; if her Department will acknowledge the error in writing to this person; if the Data 
Protection Acts were breached and, if so, whether this has been notified to the Data Protec-
tion Commissioner; if not, the reason for this; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[30280/15]

16/07/2015WRX01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): In relation to the par-
ticular case that the Deputy has mentioned, I have asked officials in my Department to establish 
the precise detail of how this situation arose, in liaison with the Department for Social Protec-
tion. 

I will be in further contact with the Deputy when the facts of the case have been established.

16/07/2015WRX01050Crime Data



16 July 2015

371

16/07/2015WRX01100401. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the target response 
time An Garda Síochána seeks to achieve for call-outs to reported incidents of crime, analysed 
per crime category, including 999 calls; the average call-out response time achieved per crime 
category, analysed by Garda Síochána division, for the years 2011 to 2014 and for 2015 to date; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30346/15]

16/07/2015WRX01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested the 
information sought by the deputy from the Garda Commissioner and will write directly to the 
Deputy on receipt of same.

16/07/2015WRX01250Garda Station Closures

16/07/2015WRX01300402. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way the closure 
of Garda stations has impacted on Garda call-out and response times; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [30347/15]

16/07/2015WRX01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The formulation of pro-
posals in relation to the opening and closing of Garda stations is a matter, in the first instance, 
for the Garda Commissioner in the context of annual policing plans, as provided for in section 
22 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005. 

An Garda Síochána completed a comprehensive review of its district and station network 
in 2012 and 2013. The objective was to identify opportunities to introduce strategic reforms to 
enhance service delivery, increase efficiency and streamline practices within the organisation. 
The review concluded that a revised district and station network commensurate with the organi-
sation’s resource base would best meet public demand.  

I am informed by Garda management that the Garda District and Station Rationalisation 
Programme continues to provide for effectiveness and efficiencies through a programme of re-
structuring and reconfiguration of service delivery methods, concomitant with changes to work 
practices within the new rostering arrangements already introduced. 

I am further informed that the restructured station network continues to provide the neces-
sary levels of policing services through a centralisation of services which in turn has facilitated 
the introduction of enhanced patrolling systems that are operational and intelligence led.  This 
helps ensure that a high visibility and community oriented policing service continues to be de-
livered throughout the country and yields the following benefits:

- Increased Garda visibility and patrol hours

- Increased mobility and flexibility within an area resulting in an improved policing ser-
vice to the public

- Enhanced co-ordination of Garda activity resulting in a greater visibility and presence 
in the communities

- More effective use of limited resources across a wider area

- Continued Garda presence in communities

Finally I have been assured by the Garda authorities that local Garda Management closely 
monitors the allocation of all resources in the context of crime trends, policing needs and other 
operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional level, to ensure optimum 
use is made of Garda resources, and the best possible Garda service is provided to the public. 
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16/07/2015WRX01450Crime Data

16/07/2015WRX01500403. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality given the recent pub-
lication of the Central Statistics Office’s crime statistics, if an impact analysis of crime has been 
undertaken in the areas where Garda stations were closed; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [30348/15]

16/07/2015WRX01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can assure the Deputy 
that Garda management monitor crime trends on an ongoing basis with a view to providing the 
most effective possible policing service to communities throughout the country. I am advised 
that Garda operational strategies, including the deployment of Garda resources, takes account 
of crime trend data and that the policing needs of all communities, including in those areas 
where a Garda station may have been closed, are kept under ongoing review.

While the most recently published CSO Recorded Crime Statistics for the first quarter of 
2015 show decreases in many categories of crime, there are increases recorded in some catego-
ries, including burglary, and to support the Garda operational response to this crime threat, I 
recently announced additional resources for new specialised vehicles to support an enhanced 
operational response by Gardaí with particular reference to crime being committed by highly-
mobile gangs.  The Deputy will also be aware that further additional resources are coming on 
stream which will strengthen Garda capacity to respond to all crime trends.  In May of this year 
we saw the first deployment of newly attested Gardai since 2009.  I understand that a further 
group of new recruits will attest as Gardai at the end of July 2015. These welcome develop-
ments follow on the recruitment of 300 new entrants to the Garda College in Templemore since 
September last year, with an additional 250 Garda recruits due to commence training during 
2015.  This injection of resources will undoubtedly support enhanced policing and community 
safety in all areas of the country.

16/07/2015WRX01650Garda Station Closures

16/07/2015WRX01700404. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason the com-
pensatory measures announced by her predecessor when closing Garda stations, including com-
munity and mobile Garda clinics, have not been implemented; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [30349/15]

16/07/2015WRX01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The formulation of pro-
posals in relation to the opening and closing of Garda stations is a matter, in the first instance, 
for the Garda Commissioner in the context of annual policing plans, as provided for in section 
22 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005. 

In this regard the Deputy will be aware that the Garda Síochána carried out a comprehen-
sive review of its district and station network in 2012 and 2013. The objective was to identify 
opportunities to introduce strategic reforms to enhance service delivery, increase efficiency 
and streamline practices within the organisation. The review concluded that a revised district 
and station network commensurate with the organisation resource base would best meet public 
demand.  The resulting Garda District and Station Rationalisation Programme aims to provide 
a more effective and efficient allocation of resources through a programme of restructuring and 
reconfiguration of service delivery methods.  

Against that background, Community Policing is the underpinning philosophy and ethos 
through which An Garda Síochána delivers a service to the community and the use of policing 
clinics is an established practice in community policing models in other jurisdictions. Garda 
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clinics are small public Garda facilities that provide basic Garda services to the communities 
they serves and augment District/Sub District Garda Stations.  I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the use of such clinics has increased since the launch of the National Model of 
Community Policing in 2009 and more recently they have served to counteract the closure of 
Garda stations around the country.  

I am further informed that Garda clinics are run by community policing members with the 
intention of putting the needs of our communities at the centre of Garda services and improv-
ing An Garda Síochána’s ability to identify and anticipate community needs through pro-active 
engagement and effective service provision.  Such clinics are delivered in partnership with the 
community and are, where possible, conducted at community orientated venues that are cost 
effective, neutral in nature or might attract a high footfall.  

Garda authorities advise that the function of Garda clinics will differ even within districts 
and that in addition to focusing on topics such as neighbourhood watch, crime prevention and 
advice to older persons, these clinics also support the delivery of various Garda services tradi-
tionally provided at Garda stations, e.g. passport applications, driving license production, age 
card applications and crime prevention advice.  Clinics are generally open for 1-2 hours and are 
as consistent as possible in terms of their frequency and venue.

16/07/2015WRX01850Garda Deployment

16/07/2015WRX01900405. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
gardaí assigned to each Garda station in the Cavan-Monaghan division, from the end of May 
2010 until the end of May 2015; the proposals in place to increase Garda numbers in the Cavan-
Monaghan division; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30351/15]

16/07/2015WRX02000406. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the proposals in 
place to reinstate the Garda drugs unit in the Cavan-Monaghan division, given the need to pro-
vide additional resources to specifically  target those persons involved in the drugs trade; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [30352/15]

16/07/2015WRX02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 405 and 406 together.

The Deputy will be aware that one of the primary functions of the Garda Commissioner un-
der the Garda Síochána Acts is to direct and control An Garda Síochána and as such, the Deputy 
will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resources, in-
cluding personnel, among the Garda Regions, Divisions, and Districts.  I have no direct role in 
this function.  Garda management keep this distribution under continuing review taking into 
account crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the best possible use is made of 
these resources.

I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the strength of the Cavan/Monaghan 
Division on 31 May 2010 and on 31 May 2015, was as set out in the tables.

The Deputy will be aware that the first intake since 2009 of 100 new recruits entered train-
ing at the Garda College, Templemore, on 15 September 2014.  As part of Budget 2015, a fur-
ther intake of 200 recruits in two batches was announced.  On 15 December 2014, the first 100 
of these batches commenced their training. The remaining 100 entered the college in February 
this year. In addition I received sanction from the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
for the further intake of 250 recruits in 2015.  It is expected that there will be a further intake 
into the Garda College of 100 trainees later this month, with two further intakes scheduled for 
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October and December of this year.  This will bring the number of new recruits to 550 by the 
end of 2015.

The September intake of recruits attested as members of the Garda Síochána on 23 April 
2015 and further attestation of 99 new Probationer Gardaí is scheduled for later this month.

On attestation, these new Probationer Gardaí will be assigned to Garda stations throughout 
the country, where they will be allocated to mainstream uniform policing duties, and the needs 
of all Garda Divisions will be fully considered as part of this process.

I have also been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the Detective Branch in the 
Cavan/Monaghan Division take a lead role in the enforcement of drug related legislation in 
conjunction with the Garda National Drugs Unit members of the Cavan/Monaghan Division.

Tackling the issue of drug misuse in our society remains one of the most complex challenges 
that we face. The overall response to the problem is set out in the National Drugs Strategy for 
the period 2009-2016. The Strategy provides a co-ordinated and comprehensive response to is-
sue of drug misuse and is very much founded on a partnership approach. Drug law enforcement 
remains a fundamental feature of our overall approach and continues to be a key priority area.

I understand that the specific strategies put in place by An Garda Síochána, to address the 
sale, supply, importation and distribution of illegal drugs include the establishment of targeted 
intelligence led operations focused on specific facets of the drugs trade. A further feature of 
the Garda response is the continued and close co-operation with the Revenue Commissioners 
(Customs Service) and with other national drug law enforcement agencies, such as the Health 
Products Regulatory Authority in tackling drug supply. 

I am further informed that Garda Management is satisfied that a comprehensive policing 
service in the Cavan/Monaghan Division continues to be delivered and that current structures 
in place meet the requirement to deliver an effective and efficient policing service to the com-
munity. 

Table 1 Garda Strength Cavan Monaghan Division 31 May 2010

Division District Station Garda Sgt Insp Supt C/Supt Acc. 
Comm

Total 

Cavan/
Monaghan

Bailieboro       Bailieboro 32 8 1 1 42

Bally-
jamesduff       

3 1 4

Cootehill       9 1 10

Kingscourt           6 1 7

Mullagh        1 1 2

Shercock        1 1 2

Virginia      4 4

Total 56 13 1 1 71

Ballycon-
nell           

Ballycon-
nell

23 5 1 29

Bawnboy           1 1

Belturbet            3 1 4

Blacklion            3 1 4

Dowra              1 1 2

Killeshan-
ra         

1 1 2

Swanlinbar           2 1 3

Total 34 10 1 45
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Division District Station Garda Sgt Insp Supt C/Supt Acc. 
Comm

Total 

Carrick-
macross         

Ballybay 4 1 5

Carrick-
macross       

42 9 1 1 53

Castle-
blaney         

23 4 27

Corrinsh-
igagh       

1 1 2

Rockcorry           1 1

Shan-
tonagh           

1 1 2

Total 72 16 1 1 90

Cavan             Arva 2 1 3

Balllinagh         1 1 2

Cavan      58 7 1 1 67

Kinlaneck        3 1 4

Redhills        1

Stradone           1 1 2

Total 66 11 1 1 79

Monaghan            Clones              8 1 9

Clontibret           1 1

Emyvale      3 1 4

Monaghan           82 15 3 2 1 103

Newbliss            1 1

Scotstown           3 1 4

Total 97 19 3 2 1 122

Total 325 69 6 6 1 407

Table 2 Garda Strength Cavan Monaghan Division 31 May  2015

Division District Station Garda Sgt Insp Supt C/Supt Acc.
Comm

Total 

Cavan/
Monaghan

Bailieboro Bailieboro    26 8 1 1 36

Bally-
jamesduff       

2 1 3

Cootehill       6 6

Kingscourt           2 1 3

Mullagh             1 1

Shercock             1 1

Virginia             10 1 11

Total 48 11 1 1 61

Carrick-
macross   

Ballybay        3 1 4

Carrick-
macross    

32 9 1 1 43

Castle-
blaney

23 4 27

Rockcorry           2 2

Total 60 14 1 1 76

Cavan               Arva         2 1 3

Ballinagh      1 1

Ballycon-
nell    

15 2 17

Belturbet 5 1 6
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Division District Station Garda Sgt Insp Supt C/Supt Acc.
Comm

Total 

Blacklion 2 1 3

Cavan        47 8 1 1 57

Dowra            1 1

Killeshan-
dra

1 1

Kilnaleck       2 1 3

Swanlinbar       1 1

Total 77 14 1 1 93

Monaghan             Clones         4 1 5

Emyvale       3 1 4

Monaghan       57 14 2 2 1 76

Scotstown        1 1 2

Total 65 17 2 2 1 87

Total 250 56 5 5 1 317

16/07/2015WRX02150Garda Deployment

16/07/2015WRX02200407. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total number 
of members of An Garda Síochána who are permanently stationed along the Border corridor in 
County Donegal, in tabular form and by station, including stations located in the Border towns 
of Bundoran; Burnfoot; Carrigans; Castlefinn; Convoy; Lifford; Muff; Newtowncunningham; 
Pettigo; and Raphoe; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30371/15]

16/07/2015WRX02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of personnel among the 
Garda Regions, Divisions, and Districts. Garda management keep this distribution under con-
tinuing review taking account of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the best 
possible use is made of these resources.

I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the personnel strength of Donegal 
Garda Division as of the 31 May 2015, the latest date for which figures are readily available, 
are as set out in the table.

Division District Station Garda Sgt Insp. Supt C/Supt A.Comm Total

Donegal             Ballyshan-
non 

An Charraig         1 1 2

Aed An Rátha         2 2

Ballintra          1 1

Balyyshannon         34 6 1 2 43

Bundoran            5 1 6

Donegal Town         23 5 28

Mountcharles         1 1

Na Cealla 
Beaga      

5 1 6

Na Gleannta         11 1 12

Pettigo          1 1

Total 84 15 1 2 102

Buncrana               Buncrana             39 6 1 1 47

Burnfoot             4 1 5

Carndonagh          6 1 7

Clonmany             1 1

Moville           4 1 5

Muff                2 1 3
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Division District Station Garda Sgt Insp. Supt C/Supt A.Comm Total

Total 56 10 1 1 68

Letter-
kenny            

Ballybofey           21 3 24

Carrigans            4 4

Castlefin            3 1 4

Convoy               2 1 3

Letterkenny          83 13 3 1 1 101

Lifford           12 2 14

Newtowncun-
ningham    

2 2

Raphoe 2 1 3

Total 129 21 3 1 1 155

Milford              An Bun Beag          13 2 15

An Clochán 
Liath     

5 1 6

An Craoslach        1 1

An Fál Car-
rach     

7 1 8

Carraig Airt        2 2

Dún Fion-
nachaid      

2 2

Kerrykeel         2 2

Kilmacrennan         1 1

Milford         25 3 1 29

Rametton             2 2

Rathmullen           1 1

Total 61 7 1 69

Total 330 53 5 5 1 394

16/07/2015WRX02350Community Alert Programme

16/07/2015WRX02400408. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 370 of 1 July 2014 (details supplied), if she will confirm that her Depart-
ment, in partnership with the Health Service Executive, is providing the same level of funding 
in 2015 to an association to employ the same level of staffing for the programme, namely, a na-
tional co-ordinator and five development staff; if she will confirm that the association produced 
a valid tax clearance certificate on each occasion it received a funding allocation during 2015 to 
date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30376/15]

16/07/2015WRX02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): In 2015 as in previous 
years, my Department is providing funding to Muintir na Tire to support the operation of the 
Community Alert scheme.  I can confirm that it is intended to maintain the same level of fund-
ing from my Department as in 2014 (€152,000), and I understand that the HSE is also continu-
ing to fund the scheme. As in previous years my Department is providing funding to support the 
national administration of the scheme. As I have indicated to the Deputy in response to previous 
questions, my Department does not employ staff in connection with the scheme and the details 
of the relevant  employment arrangements are a matter for Muintir na Tire.  The arrangements 
for the management of the scheme are of course the subject of ongoing monitoring and discus-
sion with Muintir na Tire, and having regard to the views of An Garda Síochána as the partners 
in the programme.

In relation to payments made by my Department in this and previous years I am advised 
that appropriate verification has been obtained in relation to tax compliance and in this regard 
I understand that the organisation in question has obtained charitable status under the Taxes 
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Consolidation Act 1997. 

16/07/2015WRX02550Equality Legislation

16/07/2015WRX02600409. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views on a 
matter (details supplied) regarding equality legislation; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [30387/15]

16/07/2015WRX02700Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Aodhán Ó 
Ríordáin): The Employment Equality Act 1998 protects employees against discrimination on 
any of nine grounds (age, civil status, family status, gender, religion, sexual orientation, dis-
ability, race, or membership of the Traveller community).  Claims under the legislation can be 
taken for assessment and adjudication to the Equality Tribunal and a person who considers that 
he or she has been discriminated against in the workplace and wishes to take a claim can seek 
advice and assistance in that regard from the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission.  
Insofar as civil servants are concerned, there are a number of avenues open to address matters 
of the type raised by the Deputy, including:

- in the first instance, having a frank discussion with one’s manager;

- using the annual goal setting, interim and final reviews of performance under the Perfor-
mance Management and Development System (PMDS) to raise matters of concern;

- seeking the assistance of the officer’s HRM Division; or 

- invoking the Civil Service Grievance procedure.  

16/07/2015WRX02750Garda Disciplinary Proceedings

16/07/2015WRX02800410. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will revise the 
rules and code of conduct in An Garda Síochána following a case where a garda was disciplined 
for an  interaction with a person who had been arrested earlier for alleged prostitution related 
offences; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30408/15]

16/07/2015WRX02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): While I do not wish to 
comment on an individual case, I can say that I have no current plans to amend the Garda Sío-
chána (Discipline) Regulations 2007, or the Garda Síochána Act 2005 in the manner suggested 
by the Deputy.

16/07/2015WRX02950Foreign Conflicts

16/07/2015WRX03000411. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of Irish 
citizens currently involved in fighting in the Middle East or Africa; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30417/15]

16/07/2015WRX03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will be 
aware I have previously informed the House that it is estimated that in the region of 25 to 30 in-
dividuals of Irish origin have travelled to various conflict areas in North Africa and the Middle 
East since the beginning of the Arab Spring uprisings in December 2010.  While some of these 
people travelled for family or humanitarian reasons, some travelled to participate in conflict and 
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a small number are known to have lost their lives since then.

The Deputy will appreciate that the potential threat posed by foreign fighters is a matter of 
shared concern at EU and the broader international level.  While it is a problem of much greater 
proportions for other states, Ireland, like any other democratic country with similar values, is 
not immune to a threat from international terrorism.  While an attack on Ireland is possible it 
is not assessed as likely and there is no specific information in relation to a threat to Ireland.  
An Garda Síochána is keeping the level of threat from international terrorism under continuous 
review in light of ongoing developments and will continue to take all appropriate measures to 
counteract this threat.  The Garda authorities work closely with their international counterparts 
in this regard.  In this they have the full support of the Government.

16/07/2015WRX03150Child Care Services Provision

16/07/2015WRX03200412. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs given 
the commitment to improve the standard and availability of child care facilities, the provisions 
and supports that are available to child care facilities which are proving to be financially unvi-
able and at risk of imminent closure in areas where there are no alternative child care facilities. 
[29867/15]

16/07/2015WRX03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): In the region of €260 
million is provided annually by my Department through community and commercial childcare 
services to support a number of childcare programmes which assist parents in accessing qual-
ity and affordable childcare.  In the region of 4,300 childcare services are participating in these 
programmes. 

The childcare programmes include the free pre-school year provided under the Early Child-
hood Care and Education (ECCE) programme, the Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) 
programme, which provides funding to community childcare services to support disadvantaged 
or low income families, and a number of programmes that support parents returning to work 
or availing of education or training opportunities. These programmes include the Childcare 
Education and Training Supports (CETS) programme providing support to parents availing of 
training and education courses provided by Solas or the Education Training Board (ETB), the 
After-School Child Care (ASCC) programme and a Community Employment Childcare (CEC) 
programme supporting qualifying parents who are participating in Community Employment 
(CE) schemes.  

The funding to support these childcare programmes has been maintained despite the dif-
ficult budgetary position that has prevailed in recent years.

I recognise the difficulties being faced by childcare providers and parents and I am aware of 
their concerns in relation to the sustainability of services. I acknowledge that increased capita-
tion and subvention payments through the support programmes would assist childcare services 
in addressing some of their cost issues.  I have indicated that, if resources become available to 
my Department, I will consider the scope for increasing the level of these capitation payments.

However, I am looking at the question of appropriate supports for child care in a wider 
context. It is crucial that we develop a coherent whole-of-Government approach to investment 
in childcare services.  To ensure that all the benefits of current (and future) investment are fully 
realised, it must be evidence-based and strategically coordinated. Accordingly, I have estab-
lished an Inter-Departmental Group to develop a coherent whole-of-Government approach to 
investment in childcare. The Group is expected to submit its final report to Government shortly.
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16/07/2015WRX03350Child and Family Agency Staff

16/07/2015WRX03400413. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of social workers working with Tusla, the Child and Family Agency; and the financial bud-
get for the agency for 2015-16. [30383/15]

16/07/2015WRX03500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): As at 31st May 2015, 
there was a total number of 1, 543 (1,408.31 whole time equivalent) Social Workers employed 
by the Child and Family Agency (Túsla). This represented 41% of  the Agency’s total work-
force.  The Agency is currently finalising its workforce statistics for June 2015 and I am expect-
ing this Report shortly.

In 2015, Tusla has a total budget of €643 million which includes €631 million in current 
funding and €12 million in capital. This represents an increase of €34 million and is a 5.6% 
increase on the estimate allocation provided to Tusla in 2014. This funding increase demon-
strates that, despite the budgetary constraints, this Government remains strongly committed to 
delivering the critically important support and reforms needed to support Ireland’s children and 
families. This additional funding is helping drive key priorities in the reform of services and 
assist Tusla to deliver on its mandate from Government. The resource allocation for 2016 will 
be considered in the context of the estimates process.

16/07/2015WRX03550Ministerial Work Programme

16/07/2015WRX03600414. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his De-
partment’s priorities for the remainder of this Dáil; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [29580/15]

16/07/2015WRX03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I am committed to 
building on the significant work of the Government to develop and enhance a wide range of 
services for children and families. Among my main priorities will be:

- To publish the report of the interdepartmental group I established to advise on options 
for future investment in affordable child care and to progress implementation in the context of 
Budget 2016;

- To complete the national children detention facility project at Oberstown, Lusk, Co. 
Dublin, which will see an end to the practice of detaining children in adult prisons.  This will 
include enactment of the Children (Amendment) Bill before the summer recess;

- To enact the Children First Bill 2014, which has passed all stages in the Dáil earlier this 
week and will now proceed to the Seanad;

- To publish the General Scheme and Heads of the Adoption (Information and Tracing) 
Bill, and refer it for pre-legislative scrutiny to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Health and 
Children;

- To publish and enact the Child Care (Amendment) Bill 2015, which will provide for 
aftercare planning;

- To finalise the draft Child Care (Pre-School) Regulations, which will strengthen the 
regulatory and inspection powers of Tusla in relation to early years services;

- To maintain oversight of the work being done by Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, to 
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develop its range of services and to address a number of key concerns regarding child welfare 
and protection services;

- To oversee the second phase of the Growing Up in Ireland   Study, which will run from 
2015 to 2019;

- To maintain the momentum of the work generated by Better Outcomes, Brighter Fu-
tures, the National Policy Framework for Children and Young People, and to present the annual 
report on its first year of implementation;

- To publish a new Early Years Strategy, which will build on the extensive commitments 
already contained in   Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures;

- Through the Children and Young People’s Services Committees, to build inter-agency 
cooperation towards improving outcomes for children and young people;

- To publish a new Youth Strategy;

- To establish a Children and Young People’s Participation Hub, as part of the Depart-
ment’s Participation Strategy;

- To finalise policy proposals and develop legislation for the reform of guardian ad litem   
services under the Child Care Act 1991;

- To promulgate Regulations providing for a ban on corporal punishment in certain alter-
native care settings; and

- To progress the Area Based Childhood (ABC) programme.

I do not regard this as an exhaustive list, but I will work intensively over the coming months 
to progress these and other priorities to the benefit of children and families.

16/07/2015WRY00150Inter-Country Adoptions

16/07/2015WRY00200415. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the work 
undertaken to date by his Department and by the Adoption Authority of Ireland to advance a 
bilateral adoption agreement with Russia, that is, the number and dates of meetings held be-
tween him, his predecessors, his officials, the authority and the Russian authorities and all other 
relevant authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29608/15]

16/07/2015WRY00300416. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the last time he 
held discussions with his Russian counterpart, the Russian Ambassador to Ireland and the Irish 
Ambassador to Russia to discuss a bilateral adoption agreement between the two countries; if 
he has any future meetings arranged; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29847/15]

16/07/2015WRY00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 415 and 416 together.

The Adoption Act, 2010, provides for adoptions from countries that have ratified the Hague 
Convention on Adoption and from countries where there is a bilateral agreement in place. Cur-
rently, adoptions are taking place with countries that have ratified the Convention. The Russian 
Federation has not ratified the Convention and therefore a bilateral agreement is necessary. A 
delegation from my Department and the Adoption Authority of Ireland visited Moscow in De-
cember 2011 to hold preliminary discussions in this regard.
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Efforts have been on-going in relation to a bilateral agreement on intercountry adoption be-
tween Ireland and the Russian Federation for a number of years. There have also been a number 
of meetings with officials from my Department and a delegation from the Ministry of Education 
and Science of the Russian Federation regarding a draft bilateral agreement on intercountry 
adoption between Ireland and the Russian Federation. The Office of the Attorney General has 
also provided advice to my Department in relation to the draft agreement. 

The Irish Constitution protects the integrity of family life and once adopted in Ireland the 
child is treated as if they are the natural child of the adoptive parents. This means that the ability 
of the State to intervene in a family, when a child’s welfare and protection is not compromised, 
is limited. My Department has advised the Russian Federation of this Constitutional imperative 
in instances where families, who had given commitments to the Russian authorities in regard to 
the provision of post placement reports, fail to adhere to those commitments.  In these instances 
the State has no legislative power to enforce compliance with the commitments given by Irish 
families, legal or otherwise, to provide post placement reports. In addition, other issues in the 
draft bilateral require further clarification. It is imperative that these matters are fully addressed 
so as to ensure that further discussions on other aspects of the bilateral agreement are beneficial. 

 It was intended that officials from my Department visit Russia in January of this year; how-
ever, it was decided to liaise with officials in the Ministry of Education and Science in Russia 
through the Embassy to ensure that Irish proposals in relation to the provision of post placement 
reports are acceptable to the Russian Federation before continuing the detailed negotiations. 
The Irish Ambassador to Russia has been providing the Department with consular assistance in 
this regard. 

The issue of the negotiation of a bilateral agreement with Russia has to be considered in the 
context of the overall priorities of the Department in relation to adoption and the general focus 
of Ireland in regard to countries of origin for Inter Country Adoption.  

16/07/2015WRY00450Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRY00500417. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
of investment from capital spending his Department has made in County Kildare since 2011; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29906/15]

16/07/2015WRY00600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): My Department oper-
ates a number of capital grant schemes, and has supported capital projects in County Kildare 
under these schemes. 

Funding was provided for early years capital developments in County Kildare, and funding 
was also provided from the Department’s capital vote for the Childminding Development Grant 
and the Parent and Toddler initiative as follows: 

Year Early Years Capital 
Developments

Childminding Devel-
opment Grant Initia-
tive

Parent and Toddler 
Initiative

2012 €68,696 €6,594 €8,307
2013 €59,832 €13,529 €8,326
2014 €9,140 €2,799 €11,726

The provision of childcare capital grants has also ensured that many childcare services have 
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been able to maintain the quality of their facilities and continue to deliver quality childcare 
services.

My Department has also provided some €120,281 capital funding for youth groups in Coun-
ty Kildare as set out in the table. 

Youth Café capital funding

Year Provider Amount
2012 Kildare Youth Services Limited - 

The Curragh Youth Café
€200.00

2012 Leixlip Youth Premises Group 
Limited

€500.00

2012 Scooters Youth Café Rathangan €54,581.00
2013 County Kildare Youth Hub Limited €50,000.00

Youth projects capital Funding 

Year Project Amount
2014 Curragh Youth Project €15,000.00                                     

                                  

The Capital Grant Funding Scheme for Play and Recreation was introduced in 2013 to sup-
port new and existing play and recreation facilities for children and young people.

Payments under this scheme made to County Kildare are set out below.  

Year Play and Recreation Capital Funding awarded to Kildare 
Local Authority 

2013 €20,000
2014 €15,000
2015 €10,000

16/07/2015WRY00650Early Years Strategy Implementation

16/07/2015WRY00700418. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when he will 
commence the new registration process and if he is satisfied that all services will be registered 
through this process, as previously advised, by the end of 2016; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [29915/15]

16/07/2015WRY00800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): A key priority of the 
Government is to ensure that quality early years services are available to pre-school children.  
My Department is progressing the Early Years Quality Agenda which represents a programme 
of measures to support, monitor and regulate the improvement of quality standards in pre-
school services in Ireland.  A key element of the Agenda is to strengthen the national early years 
regulatory regime.  This will result in a change of practice in a number of areas relating to early 
years inspections.

Responsibility for the inspection of early years services transferred from the Health Service 
Executive (HSE) to the Child and Family Agency in January 2014.  Legislative amendments 
under the Child and Family Agency Act 2013 strengthen the current inspection regime and pro-
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vide a statutory basis for the registration of early years services.  New Child Care Regulations 
giving effect to the legislative changes are expected to be published shortly.  The new registra-
tion system will require that anyone seeking to open an early years service must register with 
the Agency prior to the facility being opened.  The proposed facility will then be inspected to 
ensure that it meets all the necessary criteria before registration is granted.  Ongoing inspections 
will be carried out after the service has become operational and children are attending.  

The legislation also provides for increased sanctions for service providers who do not com-
ply with the Child Care Regulations.  The Agency will also be in a position to refuse to register 
a service provider, to remove a provider from the register, or to attach conditions to the registra-
tion of a provider.

In order to provide for the implementation of the changes included in the new legislation, it 
was necessary to carry out a root and branch re-examination of the existing Child Care Regula-
tions, including a restructuring of the regulations and associated guidance in line with the latest 
drafting practices.  This proved more time-consuming than originally envisaged.  Officials in 
my Department are working closely with the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel to develop a 
comprehensive draft of the new regulations, and I hope to publish the new regulations shortly.

Under the new legislation, all childcare services notified to the HSE at 1 January 2014 are 
deemed to be registered for a period of three years from that date.  All such services will be 
required to apply for re-registration at that stage, and all of the new legislative provisions and 
revised regulations will apply to those services.

16/07/2015WRY00850Early Years Strategy Implementation

16/07/2015WRY00900419. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when he will 
publish the new early years regulations. [29916/15]

16/07/2015WRY01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Pre-school services are 
subject to the Child Care (Pre-School Services) (No.2) Regulations 2006, as provided for under 
Part VII of the Child Care Act, 1991.  

The Deputy may be aware that my Department is progressing the  Early Years  Quality 
Agenda which introduces a number of key of reforms that provide for the further development 
of the childcare sector.  To underpin these reforms, it was necessary to amend the Child Care 
Act, 1991 and these legislative changes were enacted through the Child and Family Agency 
Act, 2013.  

To provide for the implementation of the changes, it was necessary to carry out a root and 
branch re-examination of the existing regulations including a restructuring of the regulations 
and guidance content in line with the latest drafting practices. This proved more time consum-
ing than originally envisaged.  Officials in my Department are working closely with the Office 
of the Parliamentary Counsel to develop a comprehensive draft of the new regulations, and I 
hope to publish the new regulations shortly. 

16/07/2015WRY01050Ministerial Meetings

16/07/2015WRY01100420. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
meet with a person (details supplied) who has previously been in contact with his Department. 
[29942/15]
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16/07/2015WRY01200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I understand from the 
Deputy’s question that the person concerned may wish to engage in relation to the Children 
First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children (2011).

The Children First Bill, 2014, which will put elements of the Children First: National Guid-
ance for the Protection and Welfare of Children (2011)   on a statutory footing was published 
in April last year and is currently progressing through the Oireachtas. The introduction of this 
legislation is in line with a key programme for Government commitment and it represents an 
important and necessary addition to the child welfare and protection system.

In parallel with the legislative process, my officials are currently revising and updating the 
existing Children First National Guidance. This is to ensure that the Guidance, which will con-
tinue as the basis for all citizens to report concerns, reflects the new legislative obligations and 
provides, in one place, a comprehensive reference resource for individuals and organisations.  
This will provide clarity and ensure consistency between the proposed legislation and the exist-
ing non-statutory obligations which will continue to operate administratively for all sectors of 
society.

If the person concerned wishes to have an input into the revision of the Guidance, they can 
make a written submission to my Department which will then be considered by the Department 
in the revision.

16/07/2015WRY01250Youth Services Funding

16/07/2015WRY01300421. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his plans 
to subsidise and make the cost of youth clubs and summer projects cheaper; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [29955/15]

16/07/2015WRY01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): My Department admin-
isters a range of funding schemes and programmes to support the provision of youth services 
to young people throughout the country including those from disadvantaged communities.  The 
funding schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 380,000 young peo-
ple and involve approximately, 1,400 youth work staff in 477 projects and 40,000 volunteers 
working in youth work services and communities throughout the country.  In 2015, funding 
of €49.9 m was provided to my Department for these schemes. There was no reduction in the 
funding for the youth services in 2015 which was a key priority for the national voluntary youth 
organisations.

The Local Youth Club Grant Scheme supports youth work activities at a local level.  These 
grants are made available to all youth clubs and groups through the local Education and Train-
ing Boards. The scheme is open to some 1,600 youth groups and clubs, with an estimated 
89,000 club members around the country. In 2015, €1.035m has been allocated to this scheme. 
The scheme, which is open to new entrants, is advertised locally and applications for funding 
are invited by the Education and Training Boards from local groups in their respective areas.  
Each year, some 600 local youth clubs benefit from the scheme.

The question of additional funding for the youth services is a matter for consideration in 
the context of the resources made available to my Department  in the estimates and budgetary 
process and having regard to the priorities identified in the new National Youth Strategy for 
2014-2020. 
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16/07/2015WRY01450Departmental Advertising

16/07/2015WRY01500422. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the cost of 
public advertising, statutory and non-statutory, funded by his Department in 2013 and in 2014; 
the corresponding figure for agencies under the control of his Department; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [30020/15]

16/07/2015WRY01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Expenditure incurred 
by my Department on advertising in the years 2013 and 2014 is set out in the following table:

Year Advertising Costs
2013 €6,363
2014 €12,648

The State Agencies under the remit of my Department include Tusla, the Adoption Author-
ity of Ireland and the Office of the Ombudsman for Children. Expenditure by them on adver-
tising is a day-to-day operational matter and in the circumstances I have requested that they 
furnish the information directly to the Deputy.

16/07/2015WRY01650Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRY01700423. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the cost 
in 2013 and in 2014 of printing reports by his Department and agencies under the control of his 
Department; the corresponding figure for annual reports; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30035/15]

16/07/2015WRY01800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Details regarding the 
expenditure incurred by my Department on the printing of reports in the years 2013 and 2014 
are set out in the following table: 

Year Printing Report Costs Department`s Annual Report
2013 €51,545 Nil
2014 €32,395 Nil

It might be noted that no printing costs are associated with the production of the Annual 
Report for the Department of Children and Youth Affairs as it is normally published on the 
Department`s website. 

The State Agencies under the remit of my Department include Tusla, the Adoption Author-
ity of Ireland and the Office of the Ombudsman for Children. Expenditure by them on printing 
is a day-to-day operational matter and in the circumstances I have requested that they furnish 
the information directly to the Deputy.

16/07/2015WRY01850Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRY01900424. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the cost in 
2013 and in 2014 of issuing hard copy payslips to staff or retired staff by his Department and 
agencies under the control of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30050/15]
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16/07/2015WRY02000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The Department of 
Health provides a shared payroll service to this Department and the majority of staff  receive 
their payslips on-line.  In 2013 and 2014 payslips were posted to 4 weekly paid staff and 2 
fortnightly paid staff  on a regular basis, as they had no access to the on-line payslip available 
on the Department’s internal computer network.  The estimated cost is approximately €215 in 
both years. As retired staff are paid by the Paymaster General, no payslips issued to them from 
the shared payroll service. 

The information requested in respect of the agencies under my aegis is not normally  held in 
my Department and I have asked my officials to arrange for the Child and Family Agency, The 
Adoption Authority of Ireland, The Ombudsman for Children’s Office and the Children Deten-
tion Schools to supply this information directly to the Deputy. 

16/07/2015WRY02050Ministerial Travel

16/07/2015WRY02100425. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he 
will outline and itemise all expenditure undertaken by his Department on private travel for him 
and-or his private office on legal fees, consultancy fees and hotel accommodation during the 
12-month period to 30 June 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30065/15]

16/07/2015WRY02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I can advise the Deputy 
that Private Office staff encompasses my Private Secretary, Special Advisers, Personal Assis-
tant, Personal Secretary and Civilian Drivers. Expenditure on travel and hotel accommodation 
is in respect of official business, and is broken down as follows: 

Expenditure on Flights – For 12 Month Period Ending 30 June 2015

Month Flights Persons Travelling Cost
December 2014 3 Return Flights: 

Dublin - Brussels
Minister Reilly
Personal Assistant-
Private Secretary

 €376.43
 €376.43 
€399.89
 Total Cost   
€1,605.71

Expenditure on Hotel Accommodation - For 12 Month Period Ending 30 June 2015

Month Stay Persons Staying Cost
December 2014 1 Night Brussels Minister Reilly

Personal Assistant-
Private Secretary

€166.32
€166.32
€173.47

March 2015 Dubai India
[Cost of Flights 
involved paid by De-
partment of Foreign 
Affairs & Trade]

Minister Reilly
Personal Assistant-
Minister Reilly & 
Personal Assistant

€182.43
€182.43
€120.40

                                                                                               
Total Cost   
€991.37

In relation to legal fees, my Department paid the following fees during the twelve month 
period to 30 June 2015.
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Payee Amount Paid Date paid Service Provided
State Claims Agency €347.34 July 2014 Costs associated 

with claims
State Claims Agency €12,197.05 August 2014 Costs associated 

with claims
Connolly Finan 
Fleming Solicitors

€2,152.50 August 2014 Legal costs

State Claims Agency €224.98 January 2015 Costs associated 
with claims

KOD Lyons €26,338.92 February 2015 Settlement costs
State Claims Agency €723.00 March 2015 Costs associated 

with claims

It is the policy of my Department to minimise legal fees to the greatest extent possible and to 
engage external law firms only as the need arises and where the required professional expertise 
is not available in-house or through another State body. 

In relation to consultancy services engaged by my Department during the twelve month 
period to 30 June 2015, expenditure is as follows:

Name of Consultant Amount Paid Date paid Service Provided
Capita Business Ser-
vices Ltd

€8,200 July 2014 Internal Audit Report Com-
munity Childcare Subven-
tion/Childcare Education 
and Training Supports Pro-
grammes

Axis Consulting 
Engineers

€4,305 July 2014 Mechanical & Electrical 
specifications for capital 
works

Bramell Lane Ltd. €29,151 July 2014 Policy analysis and develop-
ment on remission of sen-
tence

Eamon Doyle As-
sociate Consulting 
Engineers

€1,445 July 2014 Structural specifications for 
capital works

Lisney Chartered 
Surveyors

€2,152 August 2014 Land Valuation Report

Irish Child and Fam-
ily Institute Ltd.

€16,605 September 2014 Analysis and report of policy 
practices

Prof. Trevor Spratt €1,476 October 2014 Review of proposed Policy 
Statement on Parenting and 
Family Support

BFK Brand Ltd €16,390.28 December2014 Design of the branding of 
Better Start, the National 
Early Years Quality Support 
Service

Dr. Geoffrey Shan-
non 

€24,513.90 December2014 Report of the Special Rappor-
teur on Child Protection
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Name of Consultant Amount Paid Date paid Service Provided
Conor Feeney €1,230 December2014 Drafting advice for the Reg-

istration and Care and Wel-
fare Regulations relating to 
Special Care

Peter Smyth Man-
agement Consultan-
cy Limited

€10,332 December 2014 The provision of Process 
Audit and Associated Pro-
curement Advice Services 
to assist in the tendering and 
commissioning process for 
Phase 2 of the National Lon-
gitudinal Study of Children 
in Ireland (Growing Up in 
Ireland)

Dr. Satya Brink 
(Canada)

€20,237.16 December 2014 International expertise pro-
vided to the Growing Up in 
Ireland Steering Group and 
Project Team.

Professor Ann San-
son (Australia)

€9,616.21 December 2014 International expertise pro-
vided to the Growing Up in 
Ireland Steering Group and 
Project Team

Capita Business Ser-
vices Ltd

€16,858 January 2015 Internal Audit Report: Pro-
gramme Integration Platform

Prof. Nick Frost €1,200 January 2015 Review of proposed Policy 
Statement on Parenting and 
Family Support

JJ Campbell and As-
sociates

€2,418 January 2015 Engineering specifications for 
capital works

Carmel Corrigan €6,300 February 2015 Report on Ireland’s Imple-
mentation of EU Youth 
Strategy

The Change Explor-
atory Ltd

€1,600 February 2015 Report on meeting of Advi-
sory Council ‘Becoming an 
Active Player’

Eustace Patterson 
Ltd.

€1,476 February 2015 Preparation of synthesis 
document for the Advisory 
Council

Sandra Roe €6,000 April 2015 Report of the involvement of 
children and young people in 
the recruitment of the Om-
budsman for Children

Capita Business 
Services

€12,623 June 2015 Internal Audit ReportNational 
Children Detention Facility

Capita Business 
Services

€15,675 June 2015 Internal Audit Report: Pro-
gramme Integration Platform

All contracts entered into by my Department must conform to the relevant laws and the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform guidelines on Public Procurement. It is the 
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policy of my Department to minimise to the greatest extent possible the use of external con-
sultancy and to ensure that where it is necessary to engage an external consultant, my Depart-
ment achieves maximum value for money.  In order to deliver key commitments in relation to 
children and young people and to put in place a unified framework of policy, legislation and 
provision across Government in respect of children and young people, it is at times necessary to 
commission reports and utilise expertise from a range of expert individuals and bodies.

16/07/2015WRY02250Appointments to State Boards

16/07/2015WRY02300426. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he is 
responsible for all board appointments where such power to appoint persons to State boards is 
vested in him by statute; if any politically-appointed State employee outside his Department is 
involved in decision-making concerning such appointments, in particular, if, during the lifetime 
of the Government, a named person (details supplied) has had any influence over any appoint-
ments made by him; if he or officials from his Department have corresponded with that person, 
regarding the composition of and appointments to State boards to which he has statutory power 
to make appointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30105/15]

16/07/2015WRY02400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I am responsible for ap-
pointment of members to the boards of the Adoption Authority of Ireland, the Child and Family 
Agency (Tusla), Gaisce and the Board of Management for the Children Detention Schools in 
Oberstown, Co Dublin.

I can confirm that no politically-appointed State employee outside of my Department has 
been involved in the decision-making concerning board appointments and that the Department 
had no contact with the named person in relation to any board appointments during the lifetime 
of the Government.

New arrangements concerning appointments to State Board were approved by Government 
in November 2014. Guidelines covering the process to be used were published on 25th Novem-
ber 2014 by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. Under these new arrangements, 
the Public Appointments Service will manage the process of advertising and subsequently, the 
selection of suitable potential appointees to State Boards. 

In making my decisions on appointments to boards, subject to the governing legislation, I 
will consider the most suitable persons for the positions available with due regard to the body or 
agency in question and its particular responsibilities and I will seek to ensure that the appropri-
ate mix of skills and experience is in place to best serve that body or agency.

16/07/2015WRY02450Departmental Budgets

16/07/2015WRY02500427. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the current 
and capital funding allocated to his Department; the underspend or overspend in 2015 to date, 
under each category, based on his Department’s spending profile; the funding made available, 
within and external to his Department’s functions to support innovation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30120/15]

16/07/2015WRY02600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The gross Vote allo-
cation to my Department for 2015 is €1,027m.  This is represented by a current allocation of 
€992m and a capital allocation of €35m.  Gross expenditure for the period to the end of June 
2015, amounts to €524m which is €25m below the profile of €549m.  The underspend at this 
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time includes €15m on current and €10m on capital and is primarily due to timing factors re-
lating to the disbursement of funds.  Officials in my Department are continuing to monitor the 
situation and it is expected that all monies will be drawn down by year end.

The Deputy might note that my Department was set up to drive the delivery of key com-
mitments in relation to children and young people.  It has a mandate to put in place a unified 
framework of policy, legislation and provision across Government in respect of children and 
young people.  In carrying out the work of the Department my officials strive to achieve out-
comes using measures and functions which support best practice and make use of innovative 
approaches as appropriate.

16/07/2015WRY02650Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRY02700428. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if his De-
partment or agencies under the authority of his Department have performed an assessment of 
the potential savings to be accrued if current paper-based application processes by members of 
the public were replaced with a fully online application system; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30135/15]

16/07/2015WRY02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I can confirm that nei-
ther my Department nor its agencies are currently conducting the type of assessment outlined 
by the Deputy. However, in the past some processes have been migrated to electronic forms of 
communication, with resultant savings. 

In recognition of the potential benefits of on-line application systems, my Department de-
veloped an on-line management platform - the Programmes Implementation Platform (PIP) - to 
administer a range of childcare programmes. The objectives of the PIP are to reduce paperwork 
and duplication of effort, to simplify administration and to enhance the service experience 
of childcare providers and the other stakeholders involved, including City/County Childcare 
Committees. The PIP also provides a more comprehensive, integrated set of management pro-
cesses, more efficient work practices, greater visibility and control of funds.

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency has developed and implemented on-line processes in 
a number of its services, resulting in significant savings. As part of its ongoing internal reform 
agenda it is currently exploring other options to make better use of its on-line access channels 
and to expand these to include other services.

16/07/2015WRY02850Youth Services Funding

16/07/2015WRY02900429. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if his De-
partment has received a funding application in respect of a youth facility (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; the status of the application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30160/15]

16/07/2015WRY03000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): My Department admin-
isters a range of funding schemes and programmes to support the provision of youth services 
to young people throughout the country including those from disadvantaged communities.  In 
2015, funding of €49.9 m was provided to my Department for these schemes. There was no 
reduction in the funding for the youth services in 2015 which was a key priority for the national 
voluntary youth organisations.



Questions - Written Answers

392

My Department has not identified a recent application for funding for the facility indicated 
in the details supplied by the Deputy.

 I am advised that the application from the Hub Youth Café was successful under the 2013 
Capital Funding Scheme for new Youth Café facilities, and that the project was provisionally 
allocated an amount of €50,000 towards the cost of a new Youth Café. I understand that the 
project is now working with Pobal to develop the project to the next stage of development.

Youth Cafés offer young people a safe, alcohol and drug free space, for recreation, non-
formal learning and youth activities. Over the period 2011-2013 capital funding made available 
to my Department has supported the development of some 100 Youth Café facilities throughout 
the country. Youth Café facilities will continue to be a priority should further capital funding 
become available to my Department in future years. 

16/07/2015WRY03050Child Care Services Expenditure

16/07/2015WRY03100430. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
his Department currently spends on the provision of child care to school-going and preschool-
going children; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30181/15]

16/07/2015WRY03200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Funding of more than 
a quarter of a billion euro is invested annually by my Department in early years services with 
the greater proportion of this funding going to support the childcare support programmes – the 
Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme, the Community Childcare Subven-
tion (CCS) programme, and the Training and Employment Childcare (TEC) programmes.  This 
funding, which is in addition to the direct support provided to all parents in the form of Child 
Benefit, supports more than 100,000 children each year.  This high level of investment has been 
maintained despite the difficult budgetary situation that prevailed in recent years. 

The funding provided by my Department on early years services in 2015 is allocated as fol-
lows:

- €172.4 million to support the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme 
that provides a free pre-school year to almost 67,000 children each year. 

- €45 million to support the Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme, which 
assists low income and disadvantaged families to access childcare services in community child-
care facilities. More than 25,000 children benefit from this programme.

- €17 million to support the Childcare Education and Training Support (CETS) pro-
gramme which provides childcare places to qualifying Solas or Education and Training Board 
(ETB) trainees or students for the duration of their courses. 

- €6.5 million to support the Community Employment Childcare programme, which pro-
vides 2,000 childcare places for parents engaging in Community Employment programmes.

- €1.6 million to support the After-School Childcare (ASCC) programme that assists par-
ents returning to employment with the cost of after-school childcare.

- €13 million has been provided to support the work of the City and County Childcare 
Committees and the National Voluntary Childcare Organisations who support the development 
of childcare services and offer a variety of support to childcare providers, parents and staff 
working in the childcare sector.



16 July 2015

393

- €7 million has been made available under the Early Years Capital Programme 2015 with 
€5 million of this funding available for grants specifically for community/not-for-profit servic-
es. This funding will provide grants for significant upgrades of community childcare facilities 
and also for essential refurbishment and relocation to new premises. 

Funding has also been provided to support quality development and upskilling of the early 
years sector and to administer the various programmes.

16/07/2015WRZ00150Departmental Reports

16/07/2015WRZ00200431. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when his 
Department’s annual report for 2014 will be published. [30208/15]

16/07/2015WRZ00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I can inform the Deputy 
that my Department is currently in the process of preparing its 2014 Annual Report. I expect 
that, following the compilation of all the relevant material, the Report will be published in the 
coming weeks.

16/07/2015WRZ00350Child and Family Agency Services

16/07/2015WRZ00400432. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the steps 
which have been taken by Tusla - Child and Family Agency to address concerns raised by the 
Health Information and Quality Authority in its 2013 inspection report on child and family ser-
vices in County Roscommon; if the service is now fully compliant with all standards inspected, 
and if not, if he will provide details of the outstanding issues; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30225/15]

16/07/2015WRZ00500433. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of referrals to the child and family services in County Roscommon that are awaiting an 
initial assessment; the number that are designated as high-priority; the current waiting time to 
assess each category; the steps being taken to address this issue; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30226/15]

16/07/2015WRZ00600434. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of referrals to the child and family services in County Galway that are awaiting an initial 
assessment; the number that are designated as high-priority; the current waiting time to assess 
each category; the steps being taken to address this issue; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30227/15]

16/07/2015WRZ00700435. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of cases currently ongoing with the child and family services in County Roscommon, which 
have a social worker allocated; the number which are awaiting the allocation of a social worker; 
the steps being taken to address this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30228/15]

16/07/2015WRZ00800436. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of cases currently ongoing with the child and family services in County Galway, which have 
a social worker allocated; the number which are awaiting the allocation of a social worker; the 
steps being taken to address this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30229/15]

16/07/2015WRZ00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 432 to 436, inclusive, together.



Questions - Written Answers

394

As outlined in my reply to the Deputy on 18 December last, the Health Information and 
Quality Authority carried out an inspection of the Co. Roscommon child welfare and protection 
services of Tusla, the Child and Family Agency.  The report in respect of monitoring against 
national standards was published in July 2014.  This inspection report indicated that the ser-
vice was well managed and that key staff provided appropriate leadership in the context of the 
transition from the HSE to Tusla.  It also found that children received a child-centred child 
protection and welfare service which supported them in the key decisions about their safety and 
welfare.  The associated action plan was accepted by HIQA and Tusla has informed me that the 
actions had been largely completed by October 2014.  The inspection and the action plan are 
both published by HIQA on their website.

The data provided to us by Tusla is not disaggregated at county level, but is provided grouped 
in 17 administrative areas.  In relation to referrals it is important to note that not all referrals 
would progress to initial assessment.  In the last quarter of 2014, Tusla has informed me that 
there were 809 referrals of a child welfare and protection nature made in the Galway/Roscom-
mon area and that 40% of these required an initial assessment to be carried out.

Figures on the allocation of social workers are available by area to me up to the end of the 
first quarter of 2015.  These show that there were 1,194 cases allocated in the Galway/Roscom-
mon with 309 awaiting allocation of a dedicated social worker, a reduction of 18% on the final 
quarter of 2014. Of these cases awaiting allocation, 128 cases were reported as high priority, 
with 167 cases reported as medium and 14 cases as low priority.  I wish to assure the Deputy 
that those cases awaiting allocation are responded to by a duty team on a risk management 
basis.  During this time, specific pieces of work on the child’s case may be undertaken by staff 
working in the duty system.  Nationally, Tusla has been preparing a national review of cases 
awaiting allocation of a social worker.  This review will inform the overall approach by Tusla 
for the budget and deployment of social work staff into the future.

In an update on the HIQA inspection and action plan provided to the Deputy earlier this 
year, Tusla informed me that there were some remaining steps to be taken on one action.  This 
involved formalising monthly meetings with social work team leaders and family support lead-
ers, and ensuring that the day to day operations of the service reflect the local statement of pur-
pose.  I have asked Tusla for an update on the status of the remaining item from the action plan 
in Galway/Roscommon and I will revert to the Deputy when this is to hand.

16/07/2015WRZ00950Early Years Strategy Implementation

16/07/2015WRZ01000437. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
approve funding under the early years capital fund (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30241/15]

16/07/2015WRZ01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Funding totalling €7 
million is being made available in 2015 under the Early Years Capital Programme 2015, with 
€5 million of this funding available for grants specifically for community/not for profit services.  
This funding will provide grant aid, in the region of €500,000, for significant upgrades of com-
munity/not-for-profit services, such as major refurbishment or relocation to new premises. Also 
under this strand of funding, grants of up to €50,000 will be available for essential maintenance, 
or works undertaken to improve the energy performance of childcare facilities. The remaining 
€2 million in capital funding is being made available for both private and community childcare 
facilities to access grants of up to €500 for quality improvement measures, specifically in the 
area of upgrading IT facilities.
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I understand that the childcare service referred to by the Deputy has submitted an applica-
tion to Pobal, who is administering this programme on behalf of my Department.  Pobal has 
now commenced the process of appraising  applications and all applicants will be advised of 
the outcome as soon as possible.

16/07/2015WRZ01150Early Years Strategy Implementation

16/07/2015WRZ01200438. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of applications under the early years capital fund that he has received, by county, and the grant 
aid sought; the total budget available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30242/15]

16/07/2015WRZ01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Funding totalling €7 
million is being made available in 2015 under the Early Years Capital Programme 2015, with 
€5 million of this funding available for grants specifically for community/not for profit services.  
This funding will provide grant aid, in the region of €500,000, for significant upgrades of com-
munity/not-for-profit services, such as major refurbishment or relocation to new premises. Also 
under this strand of funding, grants of up to €50,000 will be available for essential maintenance, 
or works undertaken to improve the energy performance of childcare facilities. The remaining 
€2 million in capital funding is being made available for both private and community childcare 
facilities to access grants of up to €500 for quality improvement measures, specifically in the 
area of upgrading IT facilities.

Pobal, who is administering this programme on behalf of my Department, has provided the 
breakdown of the applications in the following table.

County No. Applications under all 
strands

Total amount requested €

Carlow 33 414,038 
Cavan 43 1,739,771 
Clare 94 116,157 
Cork City 42 707,476 
Cork County 183 1,352,416 
Donegal 88 1,056,246 
Dublin City 199 1,460,711 
Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown 70 56,618 
Fingal 125 293,706 
Galway 135 561,066 
Kerry 76 925,791 
Kildare 143 114,001 
Kilkenny 34 289,524 
Laois 34 164,524 
Leitrim 19   249,334 
Limerick 105   989,853 
Longford 30   156,909 
Louth 58   235,905 
Mayo 47   648,819 
Meath 148   141,955 
Monaghan 43   245,630 
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County No. Applications under all 
strands

Total amount requested €

Offaly 46      55,314 
Roscommon 42   212,325 
Sligo 25   243,406 
South Dublin 90  1,157,476 
Tipperary North 45  21,089 
Tipperary South 45   118,349 
Waterford 43   243,128 
Westmeath 48 82,995 
Wexford 44   408,533 
Wicklow 130 187,665 
Totals 2307 €14,650,730 

16/07/2015WRZ01350Child Care Services Regulation

16/07/2015WRZ01400439. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to 
Parliamentary Question No.132 of 24 February 2015, the progress to date on providing pae-
diatric first-aid; the standards; his plans to publish the new regulations; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30255/15]

16/07/2015WRZ01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): As I outlined in my pre-
vious reply, I am very anxious that all people working directly with children in the early years 
sector have an appropriate Paediatric First Aid qualification. However, there is no accredited 
award in Paediatric First Aid at any level on the National Framework of Qualifications.  There 
is an accredited award in Occupational First Aid and it is a stipulation that the training can only 
be provided by organisations or individuals on the Register of Occupational First Aid Training 
Providers. This register is maintained on behalf of the Health and Safety Authority by the Oc-
cupational First Aid Assessment Agent.

The delivery of Paediatric First Aid courses could be regulated by developing a Special 
Purpose Award through Quality and Qualifications Ireland  and my Department has already 
sent such an award proposal to them.  However, the same standards that apply to the delivery 
of the Occupational First Aid award should also apply to Paediatric First Aid courses.  There 
are currently a lot of companies delivering one day courses in Paediatric First Aid and offering 
their own certificate of accreditation.  I would like to see an external quality assurance process 
in place to ensure that these companies have the skills and competences to deliver a nationally 
accredited course.

My Department is continuing to liaise with the relevant agencies seeking to progress the 
development of a Special Purpose Award in Paediatric First Aid and the external quality assur-
ance of the delivery of such an award, and   I have asked my officials to keep me informed of 
developments in this matter.

Officials in my Department are working closely with the Office of the Parliamentary Coun-
sel to develop a comprehensive draft of the new childcare regulations which will include a 
requirement that early years services have a person trained in first aid available at all times.  I 
hope to publish these new regulations shortly.

16/07/2015WRZ01550Child and Family Agency Services
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16/07/2015WRZ01600440. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
reinstate funding to a service (details supplied) in Dublin 5; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30278/15]

16/07/2015WRZ01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Tusla, the Child and 
Family Agency has been tasked with improving outcomes and well being for children and 
young people. The Agency must ensure that it makes the most efficient use of its resources in a 
way that is efficient, equitable, proportionate and sustainable.

Tusla prioritises the well being and protection of children in budgetary decisions. In that 
context, Tusla’s budget is being directed towards services which are best aligned to those out-
comes prioritised in the Agency’s Corporate Plan.

Tusla makes provision for pre-school care and education through discretionary grant aid 
agreements with pre-schools which offer early intervention and specialised support for children 
who are not in receipt of adequate care and protection.

Since 2009, there have been significant developments in the co-ordination and provision 
of early childhood support and childcare provision. Locally, this sits alongside a backdrop of 
significant population change and emergence of new areas of socio-economic deprivation and 
disadvantage within the North Dublin area.

Tusla, North Dublin has continued to provide significant funding to six nurseries in the 
North Dublin Region. Tusla values the work of the nursery in question and will continue to 
work in partnership with organisations that have responsibility for early years services. The 
position with regard to funding has not changed since my most recent correspondence with the 
Deputy on 29 June, 2015.

16/07/2015WRZ01750Child and Family Agency Expenditure

16/07/2015WRZ01800441. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the latest fig-
ures on spending, by local authorities, on guardians ad litem.  [30285/15]

16/07/2015WRZ01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Under the Child Care 
Act 1991, as amended, the Child and Family Agency has responsibility for payment of any 
costs incurred by a person who has been appointed by a court to act as a guardian ad litem in 
proceedings under the Act.

The Agency has informed me that its financial system does not provide details of payments 
to guardians ad litem on a local authority basis. The figure for payments made direct to guard-
ians ad litem to end of May 2015 is €3,974,698.49. These are the most recent figures available. 
This figure does not include legal fees relating to the provision of guardian ad litem services.

16/07/2015WRZ01950Early Childhood Care Education

16/07/2015WRZ02000442. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the latest fig-
ures held by his Department, by local authority, on the number of special needs assistants who 
are available to children with special education needs and who are partaking in the early child 
care and education programme and the community childcare subvention programme, in the lat-
est year available. [30286/15]

16/07/2015WRZ02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The majority of chil-
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dren with special needs are able to access the free pre-school year, provided under the Early 
Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme, in mainstream childcare services, without 
the provision of any additional supports. In the region of 65,000, including  children with spe-
cial needs, avail of the free pre-school provision each year.

There are a number of measures currently in place in my Department to ensure that the free 
pre-school year is more accessible to children with special needs.  These include an exemption 
from the upper age limit where a child would benefit from starting primary school at a later age.  
In addition, children with special needs can apply to have the pre-school year split over two 
years on a pro-rata basis, for example availing of the programme for 2 days a week in the first 
year and for 3 days a week in the second year.

On the specific issue of children with special needs that require additional supports to enable 
them to access pre-schools, the Department of Health has informed my Department that, while 
the Health Service Executive has no statutory obligation to provide assistant supports for these 
children, it does work at local level and in partnership with the relevant disability service pro-
viders to address individual needs as they arise.  This is done, for example, by funding special 
pre-schools that cater specifically for children with disabilities. In some limited cases at a local 
level, disability services have also facilitated children with disabilities to attend mainstream 
pre-schools by providing assistant supports where possible and subject to resources. My De-
partment does not collate figures in relation to HSE’s provision of such pre-school assistant sup-
ports. The provision of these pre-school assistant supports should not be confused with Special 
Needs Assistants who are funded by the Department of Education and Skills to support children 
with special educational needs in primary and post-primary school settings.

This Government recognises that co-ordination and provision of appropriate supports for 
pre-school children with special needs could be improved. Accordingly, when I established the 
Inter-Departmental Group on Future Investment in Early Years and School Age Care and Edu-
cation, I included in its terms of reference the need to examine how best to provide for children 
with special needs within mainstream pre-school settings.

To advance this, the Departments of Children and Youth Affairs, Education and Skills, and 
Health have agreed to work together to develop a new model of supports for pre-school children 
with special needs.  My Department is leading the process, with full and active support from the 
other two Departments and their respective agencies.

A group comprising representatives from these three Departments, the HSE, Tusla, the Na-
tional Council for Special Education, the National Disability Authority, Better Start and the 
Dublin City Childcare Committee has started its work.  This Group aims to have an agreed 
model by early September, with a view to making a cross-departmentally supported proposal 
for the resources required in time for the Estimates process.

16/07/2015WRZ02150Child and Family Agency Services

16/07/2015WRZ02200443. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the latest fig-
ures on the number of children on waiting lists for counselling services; and the average waiting 
time for child counselling services, by local authority or county. [30287/15]

16/07/2015WRZ02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Tusla, along with other 
agencies, provides counselling and support to children and families availing of the Agency’s 
services. I am advised by Tusla that they do not routinely collect data in relation to the number 
of children on waiting lists or the average length of time they must wait to see a counsellor.  
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Tulsa funds a large number of counselling organisations, the majority of which are volun-
tary.  The organisations that are funded vary enormously in size and approach. Some are dedi-
cated counselling bodies while others provide counselling as part of a wider range of social and 
family services.  Tusla is using the total resources available to it in the most efficient, equitable, 
proportionate and sustainable way in order to improve the well-being and outcomes for children 
and families.

16/07/2015WRZ02350Children in Care

16/07/2015WRZ02400444. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he 
will examine the case of a person (details supplied) in County Cork who was taken into State 
care; if he is aware of concerns that have been expressed about the handling of the case; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [30296/15]

16/07/2015WRZ02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Thank you for bringing 
this to my attention but as the Deputy will appreciate, it is not appropriate for me to comment 
on an individual case.  I have forwarded the information supplied by the Deputy to Tusla, and I 
requested a short report on the matter.  I will revert to the Deputy with appropriate information 
when the report is received.

16/07/2015WRZ02550Child Care Services Funding

16/07/2015WRZ02600445. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if specific 
funding will be allocated towards the ongoing costs of running a child care facility (details sup-
plied) in County Cavan; if additional financial assistance will be provided for smaller child care 
facilities in rural areas with small populations, due to the particular challenges they encounter; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [30331/15]

16/07/2015WRZ02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The Government pro-
vides €260 million annually to a number of childcare support programmes that assist parents 
with the cost of childcare.  This figure includes over €170 million provided annually to support 
the universal free pre-school provision under the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE)  
programme.

I understand that in the current school year the service in question received  €25,175 under 
the ECCE programme, €26,057 under the Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme 
to assist low income and disadvantaged families, and €8,480 under the Community Employ-
ment Childcare (CEC) programme that supports parents participating in Community Employ-
ment (CE) schemes.

The CCS programme has supported small rural and island services by providing funding 
over and above that generated by the numbers of children enrolled. However, the objective of 
this funding is to ensure that these isolated services are in receipt of annual funding of not less 
than €20,000 and, given the level of enrolments in this service, further payments under this pro-
vision cannot be considered.  City and County Childcare Committees support and advise child-
care services in their area who have concerns in relation to sustainability and I would recom-
mend that this service  contact Cavan County Childcare Committee and avail of their support.

I recognise the difficulties being faced by childcare providers and parents and I am aware of 
their concerns in relation to the sustainability of services. I acknowledge that increased capita-
tion and subvention payments through the support programmes would assist childcare services 
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in addressing some of their cost issues.  I have indicated that, if resources become available to 
my Department, I will consider the scope for increasing the level of these capitation payments.

However, I am looking at the question of appropriate supports for child care in a wider 
context. It is crucial that we develop a coherent whole-of-Government approach to investment 
in childcare services.  To ensure that all the benefits of our full range of childcare investments 
are fully realised, future public investment in childcare must be evidence based and strategi-
cally coordinated.  I have established an Inter-Departmental Group to look at the provision right 
across the 0 to 6 age group as well as to consider the after-school needs of older school-going 
children. I expect the Group to report to Government shortly.

16/07/2015WRAA00150Drug Treatment Programmes

16/07/2015WRAA00200446. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he is aware of the issue of the 
diversion of methadone provided under the methadone maintenance programme to the illicit 
drugs trade; if his Department has tracked or analysed the extent of the problem; if he will pro-
vide an estimate of the cost foregone to the Exchequer as a result of this diversion; the measures 
his Department have implemented to tackle this issue; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29843/15]

16/07/2015WRAA00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin): As this 
is a service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct 
reply to the Deputy. 

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days he should con-
tact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRAA00350Abortion Legislation

16/07/2015WRAA00400447. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health his views on the latest Amnes-
ty International poll on abortion rights here, according to which 67% of the population believe 
that it should be decriminalised (details supplied). [30297/15]

16/07/2015WRAA00500448. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health his plans to address the find-
ings of the poll by Amnesty International on abortion rights here, according to which 67% of the 
population believe that it should be decriminalised (details supplied). [30298/15]

16/07/2015WRAA00600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 447 and 
448 together.

As the Deputy is aware, Article 40.3.3 of the Irish Constitution states that:

The State acknowledges the right to life of the unborn and, with due regard to the equal right 
to life of the mother, guarantees in its laws to respect, and, as far as practicable, by its laws to 
defend and vindicate that right.

The Government does not intend to propose any amendments to Article 40.3.3 of the Con-
stitution at present.

16/07/2015WRAA00650Health Services Staff Recruitment
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16/07/2015WRAA00700449. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health when a diabetes podiatry post, 
which was sanctioned for Tullamore Hospital, County Offaly in the 2015 Health Service Ex-
ecutive service plan, will be filled and the reason for the delay. [29571/15]

16/07/2015WRAA00800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WRAA00850Health Services Data

16/07/2015WRAA00900450. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of investigations 
that have been carried out using the Health Service Executive Guidelines for Systems Analysis 
Investigation of Incidents and Complaints since they were first published in November 2012; 
the number of disciplinary actions that have been initiated following such investigations; the 
number of any such disciplinary actions that have been completed; are ongoing; or are pending; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29573/15]

16/07/2015WRAA01000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter the question has 
been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

If no reply has been received from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Pri-
vate Office and they will follow up the matter with the Executive.

16/07/2015WRAA01050Hospital Consultants Recruitment

16/07/2015WRAA01100451. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health the current status of the pan-
creas transplantation programme at Beaumont Hospital in Dublin 9; his plans to ensure that the 
programme recommences; the efforts being made to recruit a transplant surgeon; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29574/15]

16/07/2015WRAA01200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The consultant who undertook pancreas 
transplants at Beaumont Hospital retired at the end of 2014. Beaumont Hospital is making 
every effort to fill vacancies on its renal transplant programme. Given the limited number of 
surgeons who specialise in transplantation, the filling of any vacancy poses a challenge.

It is proposed that pancreas transplants, of which 6 were performed in 2014, will move to 
St Vincent’s University Hospital. As St Vincent’s is already established as the National Liver 
Transplant Centre, and is a designated centre for pancreas cancer services, it is well placed to 
undertake pancreas transplants. Most pancreas transplants are combined with a kidney trans-
plant.  The arrangements being put in place for such cases will involve transplant surgeons from 
St Vincent’s University Hospital and Beaumont Hospital working together on the St Vincent’s 
campus.

A joint assessment clinic for patients who are waiting for a pancreas/kidney transplant, in-
volving consultants and nurses from both Beaumont and St. Vincent’s, will be held on 24 July. 
Every effort is being made to have all the necessary arrangements and protocols in place to fa-
cilitate St. Vincent’s being in a position to undertake pancreas transplants from mid-September, 
should a suitable donor/recipient match occur.

16/07/2015WRAA01250Home Help Service Provision
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16/07/2015WRAA01300452. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health the amount allocated from 
his Department for home help provision in Dublin 8, 10 and 12; the services that provide this 
service in the community; the number of staff being paid through each of these services; the 
number of clients receiving this service in the community; the number of persons waiting for 
home help; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29575/15]

16/07/2015WRAA01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply. If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRAA01450Home Help Service

16/07/2015WRAA01500453. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health the qualifications required to 
be employed as a home help by the Health Service Executive or its funded services; if training 
is provided to home help staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29576/15]

16/07/2015WRAA01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply. If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRAA01650Departmental Programmes

16/07/2015WRAA01700454. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his Department’s priorities 
for the remainder of this Dáil; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29587/15]

16/07/2015WRAA01800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy should be aware I said on my 
appointment that, for the remainder of this Government’s term of Office I would concentrate 
on achieving a small number of realistic goals while laying the ground work for further Health 
reform. I will continue to do just that for the remainder of the year.  At that stage, my first prior-
ity was to secure realistic budget, which was achieved.

In January, with Minister Lynch, I published my priorities for 2015.  The Department has 
also published a more detailed list of priorities covering the period 2015-2017 and they are all 
available to view on the Department’s website.

I intend to review progress on the 2015 priorities at the end of the year and publish priorities 
for 2016 in the New Year.

16/07/2015WRAA01850Treatment Abroad Scheme

16/07/2015WRAA01900455. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will address a query re-
garding the treatment abroad scheme, in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29603/15]

16/07/2015WRAA02000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. If the Deputy has 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office 
who will follow up the matter with them.
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16/07/2015WRAA02050Hospitals Funding

16/07/2015WRAA02100456. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health given the recommendation 
of the Irish Hospital Consultants’ Association to substantially increase funding for the acute 
hospital budget for 2016 in its pre-budget submission, his plans to implement this much needed 
proposal to the degree required; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29613/15]

16/07/2015WRAA02200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The level of funding provided in respect of 
Acute Hospital services will need to be considered as part of the 2016 estimates process which 
is now underway. In the context of overall competing demands for health service funding, and 
it would be inappropriate for me to comment further at this stage.

16/07/2015WRAA02250Hospital Appointment Status

16/07/2015WRAA02300457. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an opera-
tion at Cork University Hospital for a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29616/15]

16/07/2015WRAA02400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the Health Service Executive, sets out the 
processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WRAA02450Medical Card Applications

16/07/2015WRAA02500458. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application for a person (details supplied). [29634/15]

16/07/2015WRAA02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
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my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRAA02650Medical Card Applications

16/07/2015WRAA02700459. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application for a person (details supplied). [29635/15]

16/07/2015WRAA02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRAA02850Medical Card Applications

16/07/2015WRAA02900460. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application for a person (details supplied). [29636/15]

16/07/2015WRAA03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRAA03050Medical Card Applications

16/07/2015WRAA03100461. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application for a person (details supplied). [29637/15]

16/07/2015WRAA03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
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response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRAA03250Medical Card Applications

16/07/2015WRAA03300462. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application for a person (details supplied). [29638/15]

16/07/2015WRAA03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRAA03450Medical Card Applications

16/07/2015WRAA03500463. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application for a person (details supplied). [29639/15]

16/07/2015WRAA03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRAA03650Medical Card Applications

16/07/2015WRAA03700464. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application for a person (details supplied). [29640/15]

16/07/2015WRAA03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
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cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRBB00150Hospital Staff Data

16/07/2015WRBB00200465. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the number of doctors and nurses 
employed by Mullingar hospital in County Westmeath; the overall floor area utilised by the 
hospital. [29641/15]

16/07/2015WRBB00300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on the matter. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working 
days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRBB00350Medical Card Applications

16/07/2015WRBB00400466. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application for a person (details supplied). [29649/15]

16/07/2015WRBB00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office who will follow 
up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRBB00550Medical Card Applications

16/07/2015WRBB00600467. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application for a person (details supplied). [29650/15]

16/07/2015WRBB00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office who will follow 
up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRBB00750Medical Card Applications
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16/07/2015WRBB00800468. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application for a person (details supplied). [29651/15]

16/07/2015WRBB00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office who will follow 
up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRBB00950Medical Card Applications

16/07/2015WRBB01000469. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application for a person (details supplied). [29652/15]

16/07/2015WRBB01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office who will follow 
up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRBB01150Medical Card Applications

16/07/2015WRBB01200470. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application for a person (details supplied). [29653/15]

16/07/2015WRBB01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office who will follow 
up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRBB01350Medical Card Applications

16/07/2015WRBB01400471. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application for a person (details supplied). [29654/15]

16/07/2015WRBB01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
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possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office who will follow 
up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRBB01550Medical Card Applications

16/07/2015WRBB01600472. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application for a person (details supplied). [29655/15]

16/07/2015WRBB01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office who will follow 
up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRBB01750Medical Card Applications

16/07/2015WRBB01800473. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application for a person (details supplied). [29656/15]

16/07/2015WRBB01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office who will follow 
up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRBB01950Medical Card Applications

16/07/2015WRBB02000474. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application for a person (details supplied). [29657/15]

16/07/2015WRBB02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
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response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office who will follow 
up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRBB02150Medical Card Applications

16/07/2015WRBB02200475. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application for a person (details supplied). [29658/15]

16/07/2015WRBB02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office who will follow 
up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRBB02350Medical Card Applications

16/07/2015WRBB02400476. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application for a person (details supplied). [29659/15]

16/07/2015WRBB02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office who will follow 
up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRBB02550Medical Card Applications

16/07/2015WRBB02600477. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application for a person (details supplied). [29660/15]

16/07/2015WRBB02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office who will follow 
up the matter with them.
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16/07/2015WRBB02750Medical Card Applications

16/07/2015WRBB02800478. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application for a person (details supplied). [29661/15]

16/07/2015WRBB02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office who will follow 
up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRBB02950Medical Card Applications

16/07/2015WRBB03000479. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application for a person (details supplied). [29662/15]

16/07/2015WRBB03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office who will follow 
up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRBB03150Hospital Waiting Lists

16/07/2015WRBB03200480. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health when a bed will be 
made available for a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary in the National Rehabilita-
tion Hospital in County Limerick; the person’s current position on the waiting list; the priority 
level that has been given to this person; if he will ensure that such a referral will be fulfilled, as 
deemed necessary by medical staff; his plans to increase the provision of this status of bed in 
the National Rehabilitation Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29694/15]

16/07/2015WRBB03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, he can contact my Private Office and they will 
follow the matter up with the HSE.

16/07/2015WRBB03350Medical Card Reviews

16/07/2015WRBB03400481. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his plans to review the medi-
cal card limit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29708/15]
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16/07/2015WRBB03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. In assess-
ing eligibility for a medical card the HSE has due regard to the legislation and regulations and 
issues income guidelines to assist in determining who has entitlement to a card. Following on 
from the publication of the Report of the Expert Panel on Medical Need for Medical Card Eli-
gibility and the Medical Card Process Review in November 2014, the Minister and I identified, 
and had implemented, a range of actions to improve the operation of the medical card system, 
particularly for people with significant medical needs.

A detailed programme of reform was drawn up by the HSE with short, medium and long-
term actions to be addressed over the period 2015-2016. The HSE has already implemented a 
number of short term and medium term processes identified in the programme of reform and 
work is underway on  the longer term actions. To this end, the HSE put arrangements in place 
for a more integrated and sensitive processing of medical card applications involving significant 
medical conditions with greater interaction between the central office regarding the assessment 
of a person’s eligibility and the local health office regarding the person’s medical condition and 
the services that they may require. With respect to medical card and GP visit card coverage, as 
of the 1st of July 42.9% of the population have either a medical card or GP visit card.  Of the 
1.9m medical or GP visit cards in circulation on the 1st of July, 88,604 are discretionary medical 
cards and 39,829 are discretionary GP visit cards, an increase of 11,939 and 5,224 respectively 
since January this year.

Also as part of the Governments plans for universal GP care the under 6’s now have access 
to GP services without charge and from early August all persons over 70 will be entitled to GP 
services without charge. This will mean that by the end of the summer, all 800,000 people aged 
over 70 and under 6 will be able to visit a GP without facing a financial barrier. This will be a 
significant step towards a universal GP service for the entire population.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRBB03550Medicinal Products Prices

16/07/2015WRBB03600482. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his plans to reduce medica-
tion costs; the reason there is a large discrepancy between the costs here and in other European 
countries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29710/15]

16/07/2015WRBB03700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Government has introduced a series of 
reforms in recent years to reduce the prices of drugs and medicines which are paid for by the 
HSE. This has resulted in reductions in the price of thousands of medicines. Price reductions of 
the order of 30% per item reimbursed were achieved between 2009 and 2013; the average cost 
per items reimbursed is now running at 2001/2002 levels. 

The State’s current drug pricing agreement with the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare Asso-
ciation (IPHA), which commenced in October 2012, continues to deliver a number of important 
benefits, including significant reductions for patients in the cost of drugs, a lowering of the 
drugs bill to the State, timely access for patients to new cutting-edge drugs for certain condi-
tions, and reducing the cost base of the health system into the future.

The IPHA agreement provides that prices are referenced to the currency-adjusted average 
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price to wholesaler in nine EU member states (Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, 
Germany, Netherlands, Spain, and the UK), and these are the maximum prices paid by the HSE 
for originator drugs supplied through the community drug schemes. The gross savings arising 
from this deal will be in excess of €400 million over three years. Over half of the savings to be 
delivered - €210m - were to be reinvested by the State into the provision of new and innovative 
drugs.

Consideration is now being given to a range of options available to the State in seeking to 
deliver further savings on the cost of drugs. Such options include entering into a new Agree-
ment with IPHA, as well as the possibility of using the legislative powers afforded to the HSE 
under the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013 to review and alter prices. 

Officials in the Department of Health are currently working with their colleagues in the HSE 
and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform to ensure that the State achieves the 
best possible deal in terms of future price reductions on the cost of medicines. I am confident 
that a new arrangement will be put in place which will ensure that further price reductions are 
achieved for the benefits of patients and the taxpayer.

The continued implementation of generic substitution and reference pricing, as provided 
for under the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, is also contributing to 
reducing the cost of medicines. Reference pricing has generated over €47 million in savings in 
2014, and is expected to deliver a further €25 million in 2015. Reference pricing will ensure 
that generic drug prices in Ireland continue to fall towards European norms.

It is worth noting that the prices of drugs vary between countries for a number of reasons, 
including different prices set by manufacturers, different wholesale and pharmacy mark-ups, 
different dispensing fees and different rates of VAT.  The size of the market can also be a factor 
in the prices set by manufacturers.

16/07/2015WRBB03750Medicinal Products Supply

16/07/2015WRBB03800483. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his plans to review the items 
which require a prescription; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29711/15]

16/07/2015WRBB03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Under the 
medicines legislation, the Health Products Regulatory (HPRA) is responsible for determining 
the method of sale and supply of medicines in Ireland.  EU and Irish law lays out the circum-
stances under which a medicine must be subject to prescription including the risk of side ef-
fects if a medicine is used without medical supervision or the risk of incorrect or misuse of a 
medicine.   

The reclassification of the method of sale and supply of medicines is a specific area of focus 
for the HPRA. The HPRA has been proactively reviewing the classification of medicines since 
2014. Prescription only medicines (POM) can in certain circumstances be reclassified from pre-
scription only medicines to medicines that are available over the counter in pharmacies (OTC) 
under the supervision of a pharmacist. These circumstances include the availability of informa-
tion on the safe use of the medicine. Medicines which are available as OTC products can also 
be reclassified in certain circumstances to be made available for general retail sale status (GSL) 
in pharmacies and supermarkets, without the supervision of a healthcare professional.  

In July 2014, the Authority published a group of 12 substances which it considered suitable 
for reclassification. These related to over 30 medicines used for the treatment of a variety of 
conditions including migraine, gastrointestinal disorders, dermatological conditions and others. 
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Medicines containing these substances can, in certain circumstances be reclassified to be made 
available over the counter in pharmacies and supplied without prescription.

In addition to this initial publication of 12 substances, the HPRA in December 2014 identi-
fied a further group of substances suitable for reclassification. These included reclassification 
from both POM to OTC status, and OTC to GSL status.

There were 6 POM to OTC substances. These substances cover medicines used in treatment 
areas such as irritable bowel syndrome, psoriasis, migraine and topical treatments for inflam-
matory conditions in muscles, and joints.

There were 7 OTC to GSL substances. These substances cover a range of medicines primar-
ily used topically for the treatment of: minor burns and scalds; insect bites and stings; inflam-
mation and pain in muscles and joints; mild acne; hair loss in baldness. They also include medi-
cines used in the treatment of eye irritation associated with hay fever and oral rehydration salts.

The HPRA has directly communicated with the marketing authorisation holders for the 
above products (32 products in total) with a view to determining interest in the submission of 
reclassification applications and possible timelines for this. The HPRA has to date received 
35 expressions of interest in relation to reclassification of all of the medicines involved and is 
working closely with industry on this matter. The HPRA is continuing to work with the indus-
try in order to progress the necessary submissions and will continue to proactively review the 
reclassification of medicines.

16/07/2015WRBB03950Medical Card Administration

16/07/2015WRBB04000484. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update 
on the implementation of free general practitioner visit cards for persons over 70 years of age; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29713/15]

16/07/2015WRBB04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The GP visit 
card scheme for the over 70’s will commence on 1 August. The HSE will begin an information 
campaign regarding the registration process next week.

16/07/2015WRBB04150Health Services Provision

16/07/2015WRBB04200485. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular 
form, by local health area the average waiting-time for ophthalmic assessment for primary or 
post-primary students. [29724/15]

16/07/2015WRBB04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the infor-
mation requested by the Deputy relates to service issues and is not routinely provided to my 
Department, I have asked the Health Service Executive to reply directly to the Deputy on these 
matters.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRCC00150Health Insurance Data

16/07/2015WRCC00200486. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the amount raised from the 
levy on private medical insurance policies in each of the past four years; the rates of payment 
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for different categories of insured person that are made under the scheme; and the amounts paid 
to each of the medical insurers. [29734/15]

16/07/2015WRCC00300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The interim scheme of Age-Related Tax 
Credits and Community Rating Levy (ARTC) was in operation from 2009 to 2012.  The total 
stamp duty levied on health insurance products was €347m in 2011 and €437m in 2012. The in-
terim scheme was replaced by a permanent risk equalisation scheme from 1 January 2013.  The 
total stamp duty levies on health insurance products was €413m in 2013 and €582m in 2014.

The amounts paid to individual insurers is commercially sensitive information. 

The current stamp duties and credits payable under the risk equalisation scheme are set out 
in the table below. In addition a hospital bed utilisation credit of €90 is paid for each overnight 
stay in a hospital. The risk equalisation scheme is self-funded, ie the cost of credits is met by 
the stamp duties raised.

Renewals from 1 March 2015 are set out in the following table:

Credits Male Non-Ad-
vanced Contract

Female Non-
Advanced 
Contract

Male Advanced 
Contract

Female Ad-
vanced Contract

60-64 €200 €150 €425 €300
65-69 €525 €350 €1,075 €725
70-74 €825 €600 €1,750 €1,200
75-79 €1,025 €800 €2,250 €1,700
80-84 €1,475 €1,025 €2,975 €2,125
85+ €1,750 €1,125 €3,725 €2,475
Stamp Duties
Adult €240 €240 €399 €399
Child €80 €80 €135 €135

16/07/2015WRCC00350Prescriptions Data

16/07/2015WRCC00400487. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular 
form, the amount raised from prescription charges in each year from 2011 to 2014 and in 2015 
to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29758/15]

16/07/2015WRCC00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Under the 
Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility 
for the administration of the primary care schemes, therefore the matter has been referred to the 
HSE for attention and direct reply to you. 

If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my 
Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRCC00550Hospital Charges

16/07/2015WRCC00600488. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular 
form, the amount raised from the emergency department charges in each year from 2011 to 
2014 and in 2015 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29759/15]
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16/07/2015WRCC00700489. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular 
form, the amount raised from public hospital inpatient charges in each year from 2011 to 2014 
and in 2015 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29760/15]

16/07/2015WRCC00800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 488 and 
489 together.

I have referred your questions to the Health Service Executive for consideration and direct 
reply.

If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my 
Private Office who will follow up on the matter.

16/07/2015WRCC00850Drugs Payment Scheme Expenditure

16/07/2015WRCC00900490. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular 
form, the annual cost of the drug payment scheme; the annual number of beneficiaries of the 
scheme; the number of individual monthly claims, in each year from 2011 to 2014 and in 2015 
to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29761/15]

16/07/2015WRCC01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Under the 
Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility 
for the administration of the primary care schemes, therefore the matter has been referred to the 
HSE for attention and direct reply to you. 

If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my 
Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRCC01050Nursing Homes Support Scheme Data

16/07/2015WRCC01100491. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular 
form, the amount raised by the State from charges on the estates of persons who received nurs-
ing home care under the nursing home support scheme in each year from 2011 to 2014 and in 
2015 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29762/15]

16/07/2015WRCC01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply. If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRCC01250Health Services Charges

16/07/2015WRCC01300492. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a full list 
of the charges or co-payments which may apply to persons using the health service; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [29763/15]

16/07/2015WRCC01400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The hospital charges that currently apply 
are as follows. 

The Health (Out-Patient Charges) Regulations 2013 provides for a €100 charge for out-
patient services provided at an emergency department, an accident and emergency department, 
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a casualty department, a minor injury unit, an urgent care centre, a local injury unit or any other 
facility providing similar services, subject to certain exemptions.  In addition, under the Health 
Services (Out-Patient) Regulations 1993, the HSE may levy a charge on private patients for the 
use of an MRI machine in a public hospital.

Under the Health (In-Patient Charges) Regulations 1987 (as amended) public in-patients 
in public hospitals are liable to a €75 per day charge subject to a maximum of €750 in any 12 
consecutive months, subject to certain exemptions. Under the Health (Amendment) Act 2013 
private in-patients in public hospitals are subject to charges that range from €329 to €1,000 per 
day. The charge levied depends on whether accommodation is provided in a single or multiple 
occupancy room and if overnight accommodation is provided.

As required by the Health (Amendment) Act 1986, where a hospital is informed that the 
patient, their personal representative or a dependent is pursuing a Road Traffic Accident (RTA) 
claim, billing data is generated on the local billing system. Invoices can be raised for an RTA 
related in-patient or out-patient charge depending on the services provided at the hospital. 

The Health (Charges for In-Patient Services) Regulations 2005-2011 provide that, subject to 
certain exemptions, charges apply to the maintenance element of “long-stay” in-patient services 
(excluding acute in-patient services or services supported under the Nursing Homes Support 
Scheme) provided in hospitals or other specified settings by or on behalf of the HSE for over 
30 days within a rolling 12 month period. Charges apply to those with full or limited eligibility 
and may not exceed 80% of the weekly non-contributory State pension. The Regulations pro-
vide for sliding scales of charges based on income, with the current maximum being €175 per 
week where 24-hour nursing care is provided or €130 per week where 24-hour nursing care is 
not provided. The charges may be waived or reduced where necessary to avoid financial hard-
ship, having regard to each individual’s financial circumstances (including whether he or she 
has dependants).

16/07/2015WRCC01450Health Services Staff Data

16/07/2015WRCC01500493. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the total spend by his De-
partment on agency staff in each year from 2011 to 2014; the projected spend this year; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [29768/15]

16/07/2015WRCC01600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The majority of my Department’s staff are 
established civil servants. There are a small number of employees on fixed-term contracts or 
seconded from the HSE or other health related State agencies. My Department does not engage 
agency staff and therefore, there was no expenditure on agency staff in the years from 2011 to 
2014 and there is no budget projected for 2015.

16/07/2015WRCC01650Health Services Staff Data

16/07/2015WRCC01700494. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of speech and 
language therapists employed by the Health Service Executive; the overall cost of speech and 
language therapy services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29777/15]

16/07/2015WRCC01800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on the matter. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working 
days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.
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16/07/2015WRCC01850Health Services Provision

16/07/2015WRCC01900495. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update 
on the services being put in place for a child (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29826/15]

16/07/2015WRCC02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the par-
ticular issue raised by the Deputy relates to an individual case, this is a service matter for the 
Health Service Executive.  Accordingly, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 
working days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRCC02050Child Care Services Provision

16/07/2015WRCC02100496. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will indicate where 
gaps exist in the speech and language, child psychology and occupational services nationally, 
by county or Health Service Executive area, including child and adolescent mental health ser-
vices; if his Department has funding to fill these gaps; if so, the recruitment initiatives that have 
been, or are being, undertaken to fill these gaps; the waiting list numbers that exist for the cor-
responding shortages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29839/15]

16/07/2015WRCC02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): In line with 
Programme for Government commitments, our priority has been to modernise mental health 
services, and to resource implementation of the widely agreed policy A Vision for Change.

In this context, this Government has provided, since 2012, additional ring-fenced funding 
of €125 million thus resulting in around 1,150 posts of the type required to re-balance services 
towards greater community based provision. The funding is focused, for example, to strength-
ening Community Mental Health Teams for both adults and children; to enhancing specialist 
community mental health services for older people with a mental illness; and catering for those 
with an intellectual disability and mental illness. It is also developing forensic mental health 
services; promoting access to counselling and psychotherapy in Primary Care; and enhancing 
suicide prevention measures.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to detailed service issues, the question has been referred to 
the HSE for direct reply.  If the Deputy has not received a reply within 15 working days, please 
contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRCC02250HSE Expenditure

16/07/2015WRCC02300497. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 65 of 9 July 2015, if he will provide the information sought for June 2015, not April 
2015 as provided in the reply; and if it is not the case that the information is available to him, 
given that his Department has provided information to the Department of Finance for the pur-
poses of the June Exchequer returns, and that furthermore in Parliamentary Question No. 69 of 
30 September 2014, he provided Dáil Éireann with an update as to the Health Service Execu-
tive’s net current deficit against profile at the end of September 2014. [29842/15]

16/07/2015WRCC02400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy will be aware, the Vote of the 
Health Service Executive was disestablished with effect from 31 December, 2014.  All funding 
for the Executive is now provided through the Vote of the Minister for Health – Vote 38. Vote 
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returns at end June are of course available, but this only provides information on the cash grants 
provided to the HSE and does not provide detail on the drivers of expenditure; this information 
is available through the Performance Report, for which the April position is the latest available, 
as provided in Parliamentary Question Number 65 of 9 July. 

In Vote terms, Vote 38 is €32m over profile at the end of June, with the HSE related sub-
heads approximately €45m over profile and the Department of Health related subheads approxi-
mately €13m under profile.

16/07/2015WRCC02450Medical Card Eligibility

16/07/2015WRCC02500498. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if officials in client registration 
medical cards are adhering to European Union Regulation 1408/17 when assessing individual 
applications for full medical cards; if he will confirm that pensioners in receipt of a social se-
curity pension from the United Kingdom are entitled to a non-means tested medical card; that 
such pensioners’ entitlement should not be adjudicated in association with a spouse but in their 
own right; if he will confirm that occupational pensions are not taken into account in determin-
ing such pensioners’ entitlement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29848/15]

16/07/2015WRCC02600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Regulation (EC) 883/04 and Implementing 
Regulation 987/09 provide for the coordination of social security systems, including healthcare, 
within the EU/EEA and Switzerland, with the aim of ensuring the free movement of persons. 
This objective of the Regulation is to ensure that persons exercising their right to move and to 
stay freely within the EU/EEA and Switzerland do not suffer disadvantage.

 Medical Cards may be issued to EU\EEA citizens under EU Regulation 883/04 if the per-
son is in receipt of a contributory social insurance payment from one, or more, of the Member 
States, provided they are not receiving a contributory social insurance payment from the Irish 
State. These Medical Cards are issued on an individual basis and the income of a spouse\part-
ner is not relevant.  EU\EEA citizens who are in receipt of a qualifying payment from another 
member State should make an application for a Medical Card directly to the HSE.  Such ap-
plicants are not means tested.  The application should be accompanied, as evidence that they 
are receiving a qualifying payment, by the relevant EU “S” form issued by the Member State 
making their payment.  The position regarding the UK is that, under a reciprocal agreement, the 
EU “S” form is not required, however, proof of receipt of a qualifying payment from the UK 
authorities should be provided with the application to the HSE.

16/07/2015WRDD00200Hospital Charges

16/07/2015WRDD00300499. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the amount his De-
partment estimates is currently received for each episode of care for private patients in public 
hospitals at present; the average shortfall per episode; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29849/15]

16/07/2015WRDD00400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine the matter of income generated currently received for each episode of care for 
private patients in public hospitals at present; the average shortfall per episode and to reply to 
the Deputy as soon as possible. If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 
working days, please contact my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.
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16/07/2015WRDD00500Hospital Charges

16/07/2015WRDD00600500. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the amount received 
from persons who opt to be treated on a private basis on admission to a public hospital in each 
of the past four years; the amount envisaged to be collected for 2015; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29850/15]

16/07/2015WRDD00700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine the matter of income generated from persons who opt to be treated on a pri-
vate basis on admission to a public hospital in the past four years per year; the amount envis-
aged to be collected for 2015 and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. If the Deputy has 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office 
who will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRDD00800Hospital Charges

16/07/2015WRDD00900501. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health when his Department 
will charge the full economic cost for the provision of private acute inpatient services; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [29851/15]

16/07/2015WRDD01000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): It is Government policy to move towards 
charging the full economic cost for the provision of private acute in-patient services.  All per-
sons who opt to be treated on a private basis on admission to hospital are liable for the fees of 
all consultants involved in his or her care and for hospital charges under Section 55 for that 
episode of care. Those charges are a per diem rate which are set out in the 2013 legislation and 
were informed by overall cost of the provision of the private in-patient services and the policy 
of moving towards the recovery of full economic cost, but they are not directly related to the 
cost of specific treatments provided to individual private patients, the level of complexity of a 
case or the costs of individual hospitals.

The issue of hospital financing has been the subject of recent Departmental reports. In the 
case of public acute hospital care, a prospective, casemix-adjusted activity based system was 
recommended. It has been recommended that the existing ‘per diem’ charging regime for pri-
vate activity in public hospitals be replaced by a case-based charge using DRGs. Taking ac-
count of international evidence and of the detailed analysis already undertaken in the context of 
the above reports it was advised that the Programme for Government commitment on ‘Money 
Follows the Patient’ should be realised through the introduction of a prospective Diagnosis-
Related Group (DRG) case-based payment system. Since January, 2014 the Diagnosis Related 
Group (DRG) grouping system has been used to facilitate the introduction of a new prospective, 
case-based funding model for public hospital care called Activity Based Funding (ABF - also 
known as Money Follows the Patient).

Activity Based Funding is being rolled-out on a phased basis and full implementation will 
take a number of years. The ABF approach is initially being applied to in-patient and day-case 
activity in public hospitals.  It is the Government’s intention to develop policy proposals for the 
introduction of a case-based charging system for private patients in public hospitals.  However, 
it must be acknowledged that given the complexity and breadth of the issues to be examined 
and addressed, significant preparatory policy work must be undertaken. This work must take 
full account of eligibility and legal issues, private income issues and the need for a sustainable 
mechanism for meeting the cost of private patients in public hospitals.  It will require substan-
tial technical work and analysis on the financial impact on public hospitals. The focus for the 



Questions - Written Answers

420

short to medium term is on implementing ABF in the public system, as outlined in the recently 
launched HSE ABF Implementation Plan 2015 – 2017.

16/07/2015WRDD01100Audiology Services Provision

16/07/2015WRDD01200502. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health his plans to legislate 
to ensure that qualified audiologists fit and prescribe hearing aids, given that, at present, it is 
open to persons to set up anywhere and sell hearing aids, often costing up to €4,000 to €6,000; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29854/15]

16/07/2015WRDD01300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Health and Social Care Professionals 
Council and the registration boards, also known by the umbrella name CORU, established un-
der the Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005 are responsible for protecting the public. 
They do so by promoting high standards of professional conduct and professional education, 
training and competence amongst registrants of the professions designated under the Act.

The 14 professions currently designated under the Act do not include that of audiologist. 
However, the Act provides that the Minister for Health may, under section 4(2), designate a 
health and social care profession not already designated if he or she considers that it is in the 
public interest to do so but only if and when specified criteria have been met.

My priority is to establish the registration boards and their registers for the professions cur-
rently designated. A total of 8 registration boards have so far been established and it is hoped 
that the remaining boards will be established before the end of 2016. It is likely that CORU will 
be requested to risk assess and prioritise in terms of public protection the professions aspiring 
to be regulated under the Act.

16/07/2015WRDD01400Medical Card Data

16/07/2015WRDD01500503. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of medical cards as 
of 1 July 2015; the number of general practitioner cards on the same date; and the number for 
each type of card issued on a discretionary basis on that date. [29857/15]

16/07/2015WRDD01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The data re-
quested by the Deputy as of 1 July 2015 are contained in the following table:

Card Type No. of Cards
Medical Cards 1,731,470
of which granted involving discretion 88,604
GP Visit Cards 244,171
of which granted involving discretion 39,829

16/07/2015WRDD01700Orthodontic Service Waiting Lists

16/07/2015WRDD01800504. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular form 
and by local health office area, the numbers waiting for orthodontic treatment at the end of June 
2015, including the number aged 16 years and under and the number above 16 years of age. 
[29858/15]

16/07/2015WRDD01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Information 
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on waiting times for orthodontic treatment is collated by the HSE quarterly and by region. 
The most recent information available is for Q1 of 2015 and has already been provided to the 
Deputy.  Information for Q2 of 2015 is currently being collated by the HSE. I will arrange to 
have these figures forwarded to the Deputy as soon as they become available.

16/07/2015WRDD02000Hospital Appointment Status

16/07/2015WRDD02100505. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that a person 
(details supplied) in County Westmeath is provided with a hospital appointment as soon as pos-
sible. [29864/15]

16/07/2015WRDD02200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The scheduling of appointments for patients is a matter for the hospital to which the patient 
has been referred. Should a patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition 
warrants an earlier appointment, he or she should take the matter up with the consultant and the 
hospital involved. In relation to the specific case raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WRDD02300Hospital Appointment Status

16/07/2015WRDD02400506. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an appoint-
ment for surgery for a child (details supplied) in the Midland Regional Hospital in Tullamore 
in County Offaly. [29865/15]

16/07/2015WRDD02500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been de-
veloped to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 
This policy, which has been adopted by the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that 
hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WRDD02600Medical Card Drugs

16/07/2015WRDD02700507. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans to add a certain 
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drug (details supplied) to the list of medicines covered under the medical card scheme; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [29881/15]

16/07/2015WRDD02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The medicinal 
product Cholestyramine, also known by the brand name Questran, is included in the HSE’s list 
of reimbursable items for the GMS and community drugs schemes.

16/07/2015WRDD02900Hospital Appointment Status

16/07/2015WRDD03000508. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when an operation will be car-
ried out for a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29887/15]

16/07/2015WRDD03100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been de-
veloped to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 
This policy, which has been adopted by the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that 
hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WRDD03200Departmental Strategy Statements

16/07/2015WRDD03300509. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update 
on the implementation of the e-health strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29889/15]

16/07/2015WRDD03400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy will be aware the Govern-
ment published its plans for adopting a digital approach for health in its eHealth Strategy for 
Ireland December 2013. The aims of the strategy are to bring improved population well being, 
health services efficiencies and economic opportunity through the use of technology enabled 
solution. Since that time, considerable progress in promoting the eHealth agenda has taken 
place including increased funding for ICT and the recruitment by the Health Services Executive 
of a Chief Information Officer for the health services for the first time ever. This was done in 
order to pursue the implementation of the eHealth strategy. This is a welcome move. 

In terms of the legislation a key foundational step in promoting both the eHealth agenda and 
supporting patient safety is the Health Identifiers Act 2014 which was partly commenced on the 
13th of July 2015. Further strengthening of the governance framework surrounding health data 
and eHealth will be provided in the proposed Health Information Bill, the heads of which are 
currently being prepared by my Department. The HSE has recently published a Knowledge and 
Information Strategy to outline further how eHealth will be implemented in the coming years, 
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including plans for electronic systems to support and enhance patient care.

In the eHealth strategy, a range of issues were identified to promote the digital agenda in 
healthcare including the development of an eHealth ecosystem which has amongst its aims the 
promotion of the digital health sector in Ireland. The eHealth Ireland ecosystem had its first 
inaugural meeting in June 2015. In addition, an eHealth Ireland Committee has been formed to 
advise the HSE on how best to pursue a range of eHealth and ICT developments in the coming 
years. Further information on these developments is available on a new website created by the 
HSE. Details of which can be found at www.ehealthireland.ie.

I hope this provides the Deputy with a useful update on the implementation of the eHealth 
strategy.

16/07/2015WRDD03500Health Services

16/07/2015WRDD03600510. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health the progress that has been made 
in implementing the Health Identifiers Act 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29890/15]

16/07/2015WRDD03700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Health Identifiers Act 2014 provides 
for the establishment of systems of identifiers for clients and for healthcare providers, both 
professionals and organisations.  Earlier this week, I signed the Commencement Order to bring 
into effect the relevant provisions to establish the Individual Health Identifier Register, to assign 
Individual Health Identifiers to individuals and to establish the related governance structure.

The Act provides that operational responsibility for the identifiers may be assigned to the 
HSE.  Preparations for the implementation of the Individual Health Identifier are at an advanced 
stage in the  HSE.  The necessary management and organisational structure to enable the es-
tablishment of the register are being put in place, a development plan is currently being drafted 
which will give indicative costs for the lifetime of the project.  Some technical implementa-
tion work has begun and a Privacy Impact Assessment has been commissioned and is nearing 
completion.  When the establishment of the Individual Health Identifier Register is complete 
the next phase will be to allow for other health ICT systems in both primary and acute care to 
access the register in line with the provisions of the Act. This work will take time to complete 
and I must emphasise that this is primarily a patient safety initiative. The work will be done on 
a phased basis over a number of years. 

It is important to point out that the roll out of a system of health identifiers for patients, pro-
fessionals and organisations has no linkage with any eligibility for any type of health service or 
benefit. It is primarily a patient safety initiative and a fundamental building block for eHealth 
and ICT developments into the future.

16/07/2015WRDD03800Proposed Legislation

16/07/2015WRDD03900511. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
the health information Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29891/15]

16/07/2015WRDD04000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Because of changes to the Health Informa-
tion Bill since the general scheme of the Bill was approved by Government, I will be bringing 
a revised general scheme to Government shortly.
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16/07/2015WRDD04100Data Protection

16/07/2015WRDD04200512. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the specific 
data protection issues that have been considered in implementing the e-health strategy; if he 
is of the view that data protection laws are sufficient to facilitate the implementation of the 
strategy; if he has sought to have amendments made to data protection laws to fully realise the 
potential of the strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29892/15]

16/07/2015WRDD04300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy will be aware, the Govern-
ment published its plans for adopting a digital approach for health in its eHealth Strategy for 
Ireland in December 2013. Since that time, considerable progress in promoting the eHealth 
agenda has taken place including increased funding for ICT and the recruitment of a Chief In-
formation Officer for the health services for the first time ever. This was done in order to pursue 
the implementation of the eHealth strategy. This is a welcome.

The Data Protection Acts 1988 and 2003 recognises the special significance of health in-
formation and the need for personal health data to have special measures applied to it to ensure 
that the privacy and confidentially of sensitive personal data is accorded the highest protection 
possible and this is more necessary than ever in the context of the emerging era of digital health 
care.  The Deputy will also be aware of the a new EU regulatory mechanism for processing per-
sonal data including a new General Data Protection Regulation that is currently being finalised 
in discussions between  the Member States, EU Parliament and the EU Commission. This regu-
latory mechanism will, hopefully, bring greater consistency throughout Europe on how person-
al information, including sensitive personal information, is managed and empowering patients 
to manage their own health data.  The eHealth agenda will be required to work in harmony with 
data protection arrangements emerging over the next few years. It is recognised that a number 
of challenges exists in developing a digital approach to health and that the legal and regulatory 
framework for health information will require changes in legislation and governance of how 
data are managed in our health system. In this regard, I would draw the Deputy’s attention to the 
recent Health Identifiers Act 2014 which provides for the assignment of unique identifiers to pa-
tients and to healthcare providers (both professionals and organisations) to ensure that patients 
safety and confidentiality are maintained to highest degree possible. The Health Identifiers Act 
also allows for significant penalties to be applied in the case of breaches of the Act by misuse or 
inappropriate access to the register of individual health identifiers. The application of this Act 
will apply across the public and private health system to the benefit of patients. 

In addition, I am proposing to bring the General Scheme of the Health Information Bill to 
government very shortly.  That Bill will address a number of information issues relevant to a 
modern information driven health service.  Both of these measures significantly strengthen the 
information governance framework surrounding the management and use of health informa-
tion while facilitating the development of new information systems to bring more efficiency to 
health care delivery and empowering patients to manage their own health data. The legislative 
measures have been developed in consultation with a range of stakeholders including the Office 
of the Data Protection Commissioner and the Health Information and Quality Authority. 

eHealth is a program of discreet but connected projects.  All future eHealth projects, which 
have the potential to impact personal information, will be subject to a Privacy Impact Assess-
ment in line with Health Information Quality Authority (HIQA) guidelines.

16/07/2015WRDD04400Hospitals Capital Programme
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16/07/2015WRDD04500513. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health the capital plan for investing in 
health services in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29893/15]

16/07/2015WRDD04600516. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health the capital plan for investment 
in Mercy University Hospital in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29896/15]

16/07/2015WRDD04700517. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health the capital plan for investment 
in the South Infirmary-Victoria University Hospital in County Cork; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [29897/15]

16/07/2015WRDD04800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 513, 516 
and 517 together.

As the delivery of capital funded projects is a service matter the Health Service Executive 
has been requested to reply directly to you in relation to projects under way in Cork including 
those at the Mercy University Hospital and the South Infirmary Victoria University Hospital.  If 
you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private 
Office who will follow up.

16/07/2015WRDD04900Hospital Services

16/07/2015WRDD05000514. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if he has considered the final 
report of the non-executive advisory board on the reconfiguration of acute hospital services 
in Cork and Kerry; his plans to provide the necessary recourses for the implementation of the 
report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29894/15]

16/07/2015WRDD05100515. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if he will take steps to ensure 
that a site for a new hospital in County Cork is identified as soon as possible; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [29895/15]

16/07/2015WRDD05200518. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health given the lack of available 
space for expansion of services at Mercy University Hospital and South Infirmary - Victoria 
University Hospital in County Cork, and the recommendation of the non-executive advisory 
board on the reconfiguration of acute hospital services in Cork and Kerry, if he will prioritise 
the development of the new hospital in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29898/15]

16/07/2015WRDD05300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 514, 515 
and 518 together.

The Chair of the Non-Executive Advisory Board for the Reconfiguration of Acute Hospital 
Services in Cork and Kerry made a final report to me last month, and in that context, I am aware 
that the Board has recommended the development of a  new elective hospital for Cork which 
would amalgamate Mercy and South Infirmary - Victoria University Hospitals. It was recom-
mended that the hospital should be built in a modular fashion, over a 10 to 15 year period. My 
Department’s view is that any such development is very much a long term aspiration, and the 
need for same will have to be prioritised by the HSE in the context of other capital requirements 
around the country. In the first instance however, it will be a matter for the South/South West 
Hospital Group to consider the recommendation.

  Question No. 516 answered with Question No. 513.
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  Question No. 517 answered with Question No. 513.

  Question No. 518 answered with Question No. 514.

16/07/2015WREE00400Hospital Services

16/07/2015WREE00500519. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 660 of 16 June 2015 on the 2,684 cases on the National Treatment Purchase Fund inpatient/
day case list for 30 May 2013 in Cork University Hospital, the number of these cases in respect 
of which the scheduled treatment or procedure was provided in Cork University Hospital; the 
number of cases in which the scheduled treatment or procedure was outsourced; the number of 
cases in which no scheduled treatment or procedure actually occurred; and in view of the in-
ability of Cork University Hospital to provide an answer (details supplied) and its view that it is 
a matter for the National Treatment Purchase Fund, if he will direct whoever is responsible for 
this matter to provide an answer to the question originally put. [29900/15]

16/07/2015WREE00600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The responsibility for the active manage-
ment of waiting lists rests with the HSE and the acute hospital system, enabled and supported 
by the work of the National Treatment Purchase Fund.  My officials have contacted the Par-
liamentary Affairs Division of the HSE requesting them to re-examine the original response 
provided to the Deputy, and ensure that he is provided with the information requested.

16/07/2015WREE00700Departmental Funding

16/07/2015WREE00800520. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health the amount of investment from 
capital spending his Department has made in County Kildare since 2011; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29901/15]

16/07/2015WREE00900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department has not issued any capital 
grants in respect of investment in health care facilities in County Kildare since 2011.  Capital 
grants have been made to agencies under the aegis of my Department such as the Health Re-
search Board, Health Information and Quality Authority, CORU and National Cancer Registry 
Ireland. These capital grants enable the agencies to delivery their national remit.

Since January 2015, my Department has provided capital grants to the HSE to enable it to 
delivery health care infrastructure nationally. 

The HSE has been requested to provide you with the following information: capital expen-
diture by project in County Kildare for the period January 2011 to end June 2015.

If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my 
Private Office who will follow up.

16/07/2015WREE01000Care of the Elderly Provision

16/07/2015WREE01100521. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the pro-
posals to upgrade the Breffni care unit in Ballyconnell in County Cavan, as this unit is of critical 
importance in the delivery of services to the elderly in counties Cavan and Monaghan; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [29902/15]
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16/07/2015WREE01200522. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the proposals to upgrade the 
care unit for the elderly in Lisdaran in County Cavan, as this unit is of critical importance in 
the delivery of services to the elderly in counties Cavan and Monaghan; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29903/15]

16/07/2015WREE01300523. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the proposals to upgrade Oriel 
House care unit in Rooskey in County Monaghan, as the unit is of critical importance in the 
delivery of services to the elderly in counties Cavan and Monaghan; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [29904/15]

16/07/2015WREE01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 521 to 523, inclusive, together.

As these are service matters they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WREE01500First-Aid Training

16/07/2015WREE01600524. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if fire service staff at Mullingar 
fire station in County Westmeath are all trained to use the defibrillators provided by the Health 
Service Executive; and if not, if the executive will be providing training shortly. [29930/15]

16/07/2015WREE01700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WREE01800Departmental Reports

16/07/2015WREE01900525. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the date on which his Depart-
ment received the international evidence review on independent hospital trusts undertaken by 
the Health Research Board at his Department’s request; when he will publish this report; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [29932/15]

16/07/2015WREE02000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): A literature review of Independent Hospital 
Trusts was requested from the Health Research Board by my Department in 2011, to inform 
policy development. It is regarded as best practice that academic articles and reviews undergo 
peer review prior to publication. The Health Research Board advised my Department that the 
peer review undertaken identified a requirement for some further work on this literature review.

In this regard, it was agreed that the original literature review should be supplemented by 
additional case studies. The case studies have been completed, with appropriate material for in-
tegration into the literature review identified. This work has also been peer reviewed and is now 
being finalised by the Health Research Board for submission to its Board in September, in the 
first instance, and then for formal submission to my Department. It is expected that the Health 
Research Board will publish the review thereafter.

16/07/2015WREE02100Hospital Appointment Status

16/07/2015WREE02200526. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health The position regarding surgery for 
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a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath. [29965/15]

16/07/2015WREE02300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the Health Service Executive, sets out the 
processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WREE02400Hospital Waiting Lists

16/07/2015WREE02500527. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the number of patients wait-
ing for outpatient appointments in the department of endocrinology in St. James’s Hospital in 
Dublin 8; and the average waiting time for new patients. [29969/15]

16/07/2015WREE02600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WREE02700Hospital Procedures

16/07/2015WREE02800528. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the number of terminations 
carried out under the Protection of Life During Pregnancy Act 2013 in 2014 that were abor-
tions; and the number that were caesarean sections. [29970/15]

16/07/2015WREE02900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy will be aware, the first an-
nual report on the Protection of Life During Pregnancy Act has been laid before the Houses of 
the Oireachtas, as required under Section 20 of the Act.  The report covers the period from 1st 
January 2014 until 31st December 2014.

The report shows that twenty-six medical procedures were carried out under the Act. Of 
these, fourteen arose from a risk of physical illness, three from a risk from suicide and nine from 
emergencies arising from physical illness.

The information published on these procedures is restricted in order to limit the risk of iden-
tification in what is a private, confidential matter between women and their doctors.

16/07/2015WREE03000Speech and Language Therapy

16/07/2015WREE03100529. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular form 
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and by local health area, the number of persons currently on the speech and language therapy 
assessment waiting list, and within that, the numbers waiting less than four months, from four 
to 12 months, and for more than 12 months. [29986/15]

16/07/2015WREE03200530. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular form 
and by local health area, the number of persons currently on the speech and language therapy 
treatment waiting list, and within that, the numbers waiting less than four months, from four to 
12 months, and for more than 12 months. [29987/15]

16/07/2015WREE03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 529 and 530 together.

As the information requested by the Deputy relates to service issues and is not routinely 
provided to my Department, I have asked the Health Service Executive to reply directly to the 
Deputy on these matters.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WREE03400Health Insurance Regulation

16/07/2015WREE03500531. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he has further extended the 
date by which the Voluntary Health Insurance Board must acquire the necessary capital reserves 
to make an application for authorisation by the Central Bank of Ireland. [29988/15]

16/07/2015WREE03600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Central Bank issued a letter of authori-
sation in principle to VHI in April 2015, subject to it raising the necessary capital and com-
pleting a number of legal and procedural steps. VHI is committed to self-funding this capital 
requirement and is working with the Central Bank to finalise matters. The final date of authori-
sation will be confirmed once these requirements are met.

Separately, there is a requirement to extend the date by which VHI has the capital in place 
in amending regulations. Statutory Instrument No. 272 of 2015 extends the date by which the 
Voluntary Health Insurance Board must acquire the capital reserves to 31 July 2015.

16/07/2015WREE03700General Practitioner Services

16/07/2015WREE03800532. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular 
form, details of the number of general practitioner vacancies by local health area. [29989/15]

16/07/2015WREE03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the infor-
mation requested by the Deputy relates to service issues and is not routinely provided to my 
Department, I have asked the Health Service Executive to reply directly to the Deputy on these 
matters.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRFF00150Hospital Staff Data

16/07/2015WRFF00200533. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular 
form the most up-to-date figures for the number of vacant positions in each public and volun-
tary hospital in the following categories: consultants; non-consultant hospital doctors; nursing 
positions; other health and social care professionals; management: administration; and general 
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support staff. [29990/15]

16/07/2015WRFF00300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on the matter. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working 
days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRFF00350Ambulance Service Provision

16/07/2015WRFF00400534. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form 
and by Health Service Executive region, sub-divided by every 50,000 miles or 80,000 kilo-
metres, the distances that have been travelled by emergency ambulances currently in service; 
those travelled by intermediate care ambulances currently in service; those travelled by rapid 
response vehicles currently in service, in such a capacity; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29991/15]

16/07/2015WRFF00500535. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular 
form for each ambulance station and in each month in the year to April 2015, the percentage of 
clinical status 1 echocardigram incidents responded to by first responder in seven minutes and 
59 seconds or less; and the percentage of clinical status 1 DELTA incidents responded to by a 
patient-carrying vehicle in seven minutes and 59 seconds or less. [29992/15]

16/07/2015WRFF00600536. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form 
the number of ambulance attendances at each emergency department nationwide in April 2014; 
the number of such ambulances that waited longer than 20 minutes, 40 minutes, 60 minutes, 90 
minutes, 120 minutes, and 180 minutes to hand over patients, get the trolleys back and return to 
responding to calls. [29993/15]

16/07/2015WRFF00700550. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health to set out the number of emer-
gency ambulances that have been decommissioned by the Health Service Executive national 
ambulance service in 2015 to date; the number of new emergency ambulances that have been 
acquired in 2015 to date; the number of intermediate care ambulances that have been decom-
missioned by the the executive’s national ambulance service so far in 2015; the number of 
new intermediate care ambulances that have been acquired so far in 2015; the number of rapid 
response vehicles that were decommissioned by the executive’s national ambulance service in 
2014; the number of new rapid response vehicles that have been acquired in 2015 to date; the 
number of vehicles which have been commissioned or purchased as rapid response vehicles 
that have been acquired in 2015 to date; the number currently in use; the number awaiting entry 
into service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30014/15]

16/07/2015WRFF00800551. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health to outline the number of emer-
gency ambulances currently in service; if he will provide in tabular form a breakdown of the 
total number according to the year they entered service; if he will provide in that table data on 
pods and vehicles in terms of the date they entered service and the Health Service Executive 
region in which they are based; the number of intermediate care ambulances currently in ser-
vice; if he will provide in tabular form a breakdown of the total number according to the year 
they entered service; if he will also provide in that table data on pods and vehicles in terms of 
the date they entered service and the Health Service Executive region in which they are based; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30015/15]

16/07/2015WRFF00900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 534 to 536, 
inclusive, 550 and 551 together.

With regard to the detailed queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service matters, I have 
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asked the HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 
15 working days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WRFF00950Mental Health Services

16/07/2015WRFF01000537. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular 
form the progress made in implementing each of the 31 recommendations in the 2011 Health 
Service Executive report, Time to Move on from Congregated Settings; the timeframe for full 
implementation of the recommendations in same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29994/15]

16/07/2015WRFF01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE’s 
report “Time to Move on from Congregated Settings – A Strategy for Community Inclusion”, 
(2011) proposes a new model of support in the community by moving people from institutional 
settings to the community, over a seven year time frame. The plan will be rolled out at a regional 
and local level and will involve full consultation.

In terms of housing, the Department of Health and the Department of the Environment, 
Community and Local Government are working in collaboration to support the transition of 
people with a disability from institutions to social housing in the community under the Govern-
ment’s National Housing Strategy for People with Disability 2011 to 2016.

  As part of the implementation process, in 2013 and 2014 one million euro was transferred 
from the Department of Health’s Vote to the Department of the Environment, Community and 
Local Government’s (DECLG) Vote to provide for the ring-fenced social housing costs of up to 
150 people leaving disability or mental health institutions. At the end of December 2014, it is 
estimated that there were circa 3,000 people with a disability living in congregated settings. The 
HSE has prioritised the transition of 150 people from congregated settings in 2015. In 2015, one 
million euro has been allocated to the Department of the Environment, Community and Local 
Government   to continue this process.

As the HSE is responsible for leading out on the recommendations on “Time to Move on 
from Congregated Settings – A Strategy for Community Inclusion”, I have arranged for the 
question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  If 
the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, he can contact my 
Private Office and they will follow the matter up with the HSE.

16/07/2015WRFF01150Primary Care Centres

16/07/2015WRFF01200538. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form 
details of the primary care centre projects announced on 17 July 2012; the current status of 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29995/15]

16/07/2015WRFF01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The devel-
opment of primary care is central to the Government’s objective to deliver a high quality, in-
tegrated and cost effective health care system. Supporting infrastructure, procured through a 
combination of public and private investment, will facilitate the delivery of multi-disciplinary 
primary health care. The mechanism and timescale for delivery of primary care infrastructure 
is dependent on a number of factors.  Regardless of the delivery mechanism, all potential pri-
mary care infrastructure is subject to suitable locations being offered / provided / available, to 
successful planning processes and GP commitment to sharing accommodation and delivering 
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health care services with HSE staff. In addition the operational lease mechanism is subject to 
market pressures such as the developers’ access to adequate financing. Delivery of primary care 
infrastructure is a dynamic process, constantly evolving to take account of changing circum-
stances including the feasibility of implementation.  The following table sets out the current 
status of the 35 locations announced on 17 July 2012.

Primary Care Infrastructure

- - - - July 2012 - 35 
locations

PQ answer - 
16/07/2015

Count HSE Region County Location / PCT 
Name

Delivery Mecha-
nism

1 DML Dublin Rowlagh / North 
Clondalkin

Direct/own build

2 DML Dublin Crumlin / Drim-
nagh

Planning not com-
pleted in timeframe 
for PPP

3 DML Dublin Knocklyon / Rath-
farnham

Planning not com-
pleted in timeframe 
for PPP

4 DML Wicklow Rathdrum Operational Lease
5 DML Kildare Kilcock PPP
6 DNE Dublin Coolock / Darndale PPP
7 DNE Dublin Summerhill, north 

inner city Dublin
PPP

8 DNE Dublin Balbriggan Operational Lease
9 DNE Dublin Swords Operational Lease
10 DNE Louth Drogheda north Operational Lease
11 DNE Meath Laytown and Bet-

tystown
Operational Lease

12 DNE Meath Kells Operational Lease
13 DNE Monaghan Carrickmacross Nov 2014 adver-

tisement for opera-
tional lease mecha-
nism delivery 
- no expressions of 
interest received

14 South Carlow Tullow / Rathvilly 
/ Hacketstown

Direct/own build

15 South Kilkenny Kilkenny city Nov 2014 ad-
vertisement for 
operational lease 
mechanism deliv-
ery - suitable for 
further consider-
ation

16 South Wexford Wexford town PPP
17 South Waterford Dungarvan PPP
18 South Waterford Waterford city PPP
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- - - - July 2012 - 35 
locations

PQ answer - 
16/07/2015

19 South Cork Cork city - Togher Nov 2014 ad-
vertisement for 
operational lease 
mechanism deliv-
ery - suitable for 
further consider-
ation

20 South Kerry Tralee Operational Lease
21 South Tipperary Carrick-on-Suir PPP
22 South Tipperary Clonmel Nov 2014 ad-

vertisement for 
operational lease 
mechanism deliv-
ery - suitable for 
further consider-
ation

23 West Tipperary Thurles Nov 2014 ad-
vertisement for 
operational lease 
mechanism deliv-
ery - suitable for 
further consider-
ation

24 West Limerick Limerick city (Bal-
linacurra / Weston)

PPP

25 West Clare Ennis Nov 2014 ad-
vertisement for 
operational lease 
mechanism deliv-
ery - suitable for 
further consider-
ation

26 West Galway Tuam PPP
27 West Galway Gort Nov 2014 ad-

vertisement for 
operational lease 
mechanism deliv-
ery - suitable for 
further consider-
ation

28 West Roscommon Boyle PPP
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- - - - July 2012 - 35 
locations

PQ answer - 
16/07/2015

29 West Roscommon Ballaghadereen Nov 2014 ad-
vertisement for 
operational lease 
mechanism deliv-
ery - suitable for 
further consider-
ation

30 West Mayo Westport PPP
31 West Mayo Claremorris PPP
32 West Sligo Ballymote PPP
33 West Donegal Dungloe Direct/own build
34 West Donegal Donegal town progress challeng-

ing
*Coolock and Darndale were announced as two separate locations.

16/07/2015WRFF01350Hospital Beds Data

16/07/2015WRFF01400539. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form 
the number of beds and wards in hospitals (details supplied); the number of those beds and 
wards that are currently closed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29996/15]

16/07/2015WRFF01500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WRFF01550Alcohol Pricing

16/07/2015WRFF01600540. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health to provide details of the discus-
sions he has undertaken with the relevant members of the Northern Ireland Executive with re-
gard to a joint approach to the introduction of minimum prices for alcohol; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [29997/15]

16/07/2015WRFF01700570. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health to provide details on his 
discussions with the Northern Ireland Government to ensure that the introduction of minimum 
unit pricing as part of the proposed public health (alcohol) Bill will happen in tandem with 
similar minimum unit pricing regulations in Northern Ireland; his plans to ensure that a joint 
approach by both Governments is taken to the introduction of minimum unit alcohol pricing; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30165/15]

16/07/2015WRFF01800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 540 and 
570 together.

Minimum Unit Pricing (MUP) is one of a package of measures to be implemented in the 
Public Health (Alcohol) Bill.  MUP sets a minimum price per gram of alcohol, where the mini-
mum price is based on the number of grams of alcohol in the product. This is a targeted mea-
sure, aimed at those who drink in a harmful and hazardous manner, and designed to prevent the 
sale of alcohol at very cheap prices. MUP is able to target cheaper alcohol relative to its strength 
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because the minimum price is determined by and is directly proportional to the amount of pure 
alcohol in the drink.

The Minister for Health in Northern Ireland has announced plans to introduce minimum unit 
pricing for alcohol.  A policy paper and public consultation is being finalised by the Executive 
and will be published in the near future. This consultation will shape and inform future deci-
sions on any legislation needed to bring minimum unit pricing into law in Northern Ireland. My 
Department is in contact with its counterparts in the Department of Health, Social Services and 
Public Safety on the matter.

A health impact assessment, in conjunction with Northern Ireland, was commissioned from 
the University of Sheffield as part of the process of developing a legislative basis for minimum 
unit pricing.  The University of Sheffield produced a further report - Addendum to Irish and 
Northern Ireland Minimum Unit Price Appraisals - comparison of results.  The report compares 
the results of the appraisal of minimum unit pricing in both jurisdictions. Further discussions 
are to be held with Northern Ireland regarding the publication of this additional report.

16/07/2015WRFF01850National Children’s Hospital Status

16/07/2015WRFF01900541. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health to outline the progress made on 
the development of the national children’s hospital since the selection of the site at St. James’s 
Hospital in autumn 2012; the timelines for the next steps in the process; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29998/15]

16/07/2015WRFF02000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Paediatric Hospital Develop-
ment Board is the statutory body responsible for planning, designing, building and equipping 
the new children’s hospital. The new hospital will be co-located with St James’s Hospital, and 
ultimately tri-located with the Coombe Women and Infants University Hospital, which will re-
locate to the campus in due course. Since the decision to locate the hospital at the St. James’s 
campus, the Board’s initial focus was on decant planning; site surveys and investigations; de-
sign team procurement; and review and update of the Project Brief to take account of the new 
site. The revised Project Brief also took account of the outcome of a review of the location, 
model and number of urgent care centres which was undertaken in 2013. Following that review, 
which involved significant consultation with the relevant stakeholders, it was decided that satel-
lite centres, which will share governance and staffing with the new children’s hospital, will be 
built on the campuses of Tallaght and Connolly Hospitals.

The Development Board submitted the Project Brief to the Department of Health in May 
2014 for the Minister’s consent and separately to the HSE for approval, in line with the ap-
proval process set out in the Board’s Establishment Order (SI 246 of 2007).  Minister Reilly 
informed the Government on 1 July 2014 of his consent and HSE approval. The Project Brief 
sets out details of the specialties to be provided and the planned accommodation. The design 
team was appointed in August 2014 and commenced work on the detailed design development. 
A planning submission is to be made in the coming weeks. Subject to planning, work is sched-
uled to commence at the main site at St. James’s, and at satellite centre sites at Connolly and 
Tallaght, in early 2016.

16/07/2015WRFF02050Hospital Procedures

16/07/2015WRFF02100542. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form 
the number of operations and procedures that have been cancelled or postponed in each public 
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hospital in 2015 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29999/15]

16/07/2015WRFF02200543. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form 
the number of operations and procedures that have been cancelled or postponed, by voluntary 
hospital, in 2015 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30000/15]

16/07/2015WRFF02300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 542 and 
543 together.

As these are service matters, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WRFF02350Hospital Services

16/07/2015WRFF02400544. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health to provide details of the number 
of procedures the Health Service Executive procured from private and independent hospitals in 
2015 to date; the amount spent by the executive on these procedures in private and independent 
hospitals in 2015 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30001/15]

16/07/2015WRFF02500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WRFF02550HSE National Service Plan

16/07/2015WRFF02600545. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of the 
measures that have been introduced to achieve projected savings of €95 million from the annual 
drugs budget, as outlined in the Health Service Executive national service plan for 2015; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [30002/15]

16/07/2015WRFF02700546. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health to outline the measures that have 
been introduced in 2015 to improve the procurement of medicines to realise savings in the 
drugs budget, as outlined in the Health Service Executive national service plan for 2015; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [30003/15]

16/07/2015WRFF02800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 545 and 
546 together.

The Health Service Executive’s National Service Plan for 2015 provides for savings of €95 
million to be achieved across the areas of general procurement and drug price savings.  The 
HSE has achieved significant savings over the last number of years through the ongoing reform 
of its procurement process and in particular the development of a central procurement function.  
Other measures adopted include steps to achieve improved contract compliance, better stock 
management at point of use, training on the importance of compliance with procurement rules 
and national financial regulations and continued work with the Office of Government Procure-
ment to deliver on the Government’s commitment to Public Sector Reform, which includes 
public procurement reform.

In relation to the achievement of further drug cost savings, my Department and the HSE en-
gaged with the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare Association on this issue as part of a mid-term 
review of the 2012 Agreement with the IPHA.  Whilst the preference was for these additional 
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savings to be delivered in co-operation with the pharmaceutical industry, agreement was not 
reached in discussions.  Consideration is therefore now being given to a range of options avail-
able to the State to achieve further savings on the cost of drugs in the current and future years. 
The Government’s preference is that this should be achieved through a process of negotiation 
with the representatives of the pharmaceutical industry rather than the use of the legislative 
powers afforded to the HSE under the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013 
to review and alter prices.

16/07/2015WRFF02850Hospital Beds Data

16/07/2015WRFF02900547. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form 
the number of critical care beds in each public hospital at the end of each of the years 2011 to 
2014 and the latest figure for 2015. [30004/15]

16/07/2015WRFF03000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WRFF03050Accident and Emergency Department Staffing

16/07/2015WRFF03100548. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form 
for each public and voluntary hospital with an emergency department, the number of emer-
gency medicine consultants in each; and the number of each that have an emergency medicine 
consultant available daily on a 24 hour basis. [30005/15]

16/07/2015WRFF03200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on the matter. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working 
days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRFF03250Hospital Services

16/07/2015WRFF03300549. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form 
and by public and voluntary hospital the revenue raised between 1 January 2015 and 30 June 
2015 from charges for private patients in public beds; the same details for the first six months 
of 2014 and for 2013; if he will provide in tabular form and by public and voluntary hospital the 
number of procedures from 1 January 2015 to 30 June 2015 in each hospital which has treated 
private patients in public beds and the equivalent figures for the first six months of 2014 and of 
2013; and the number of applications for payment by the insurer that were submitted by each 
hospital for such procedures carried out between 1 January 2015 and 30 June 2015, between 
1 January 2014 and 30 June 2014 and between 1 January 2013 and 30 June 2013. [30006/15]

16/07/2015WRFF03400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have referred your question to the Health 
Service Executive for consideration and direct reply.

If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my 
Private Office who will follow up on the matter.

Questions Nos. 550 and 551 answered with Question No. 534.
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16/07/2015WRGG00250Health Services Staff Data

16/07/2015WRGG00300552. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health to set out the number of staff at 
national director level, assistant national director level, general manager level and grade VIII 
level in the Health Service Executive on 1 July 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015. [30017/15]

16/07/2015WRGG00400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on the matter. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working 
days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRGG00450Departmental Advertising Budgets

16/07/2015WRGG00500553. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health to set out the total cost of pub-
lic advertising, statutory and non-statutory, funded by his Department in 2013 and in 2014; the 
corresponding figure for agencies under the control of his Department; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30027/15]

16/07/2015WRGG00600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The specific information requested by the 
Deputy in respect of my Department is being compiled and I will reply directly to the Deputy 
as soon as possible.

Expenditure by other bodies under the aegis of the Department is an operational matter 
for the body concerned and the Deputy should contact the relevant Director/CEO/Registrar 
directly. I have requested the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy in respect of relevant ex-
penditure. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRGG00650Departmental Reports

16/07/2015WRGG00700554. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health to set out the cost in 2013 and 
in 2014 of printing reports by his Department and agencies under the control of his Depart-
ment; the corresponding figure for annual reports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30042/15]

16/07/2015WRGG00800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The specific information requested by the 
Deputy in respect of my Department is being compiled and I will reply directly to the Deputy 
as soon as possible.

Expenditure by other bodies under the aegis of the Department is an operational matter 
for the body concerned and the Deputy should contact the relevant Director/CEO/Registrar 
directly. I have requested the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy in respect of relevant ex-
penditure. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRGG00850Departmental Staff Remuneration

16/07/2015WRGG00900555. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health to set down the cost in 2013 
and in 2014 of issuing hard copy payslips to staff or retired staff by his Department and agencies 
under the control of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30057/15]
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16/07/2015WRGG01000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The majority of staff in my Department 
(97.5%) receive their payslips on-line. Payslips are posted to 5 weekly paid staff and 4 fort-
nightly paid staff as they have no access to the on-line payslip available on the Department’s 
internal computer network. During the year, on request, payslips may also be posted to those 
availing of the Shorter Working Year. The estimated annual cost in 2013 and 2014 was approxi-
mately €300.

Operational matters relating to Commercial and Non-Commercial Agencies under the aegis 
of my Department are a matter for the relevant Director / CEO / Registrar, and as such, the 
Deputy may wish to contact these agencies himself.

With regard to HSE staff, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly. If you 
have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Of-
fice and they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRGG01025Ministerial Expenditure

16/07/2015WRGG01100556. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health if he will outline and itemise 
all expenditure undertaken by his Department on private travel for his purposes and his private 
office; as well as on legal fees, consultancy fees and hotel accommodation during the twelve 
month period to 30 June 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30072/15]

16/07/2015WRGG01200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Department undertook no expenditure 
on private travel for me or staff in my private office. Expenditure undertaken by the Depart-
ment on hotel accommodation for me or staff in my private office in respect of official business 
is set out in the following table. I will revert to the Deputy with additional information for the 
months of April May and June. The information requested by the Deputy regarding legal fees 
is being compiled and I will reply directly to the Deputy as soon as possible. The Department’s 
total expenditure in the A7 subhead consultancy for 2014 is as per the following table. It is the 
policy in my Department only to engage the services of external consultants where it is felt to 
be appropriate and cost-effective, taking account of Government decisions and policy on the 
matter. Information for the period from January 2015 to 30 June 2015 is being compiled and I 
will reply directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

YEAR 2014  Total 1,554,511
A7 Subhead Expenditure €
Milliman Ltd. 48,612
Ernst & Young 39,545
Ms Adebanke Oluborobe 19,600
Prospectus Strategy Consultants 24,143
PA Consulting  701,764
Dr Mary O’Riordan 62,501
NUIG 23,935
DCU 20,096
UCC 12,422
Ms Marissa O’Grady 6,867
Research Matters Ltd. 91,624
Purchasing Solutions Ltd 4,429
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Prof. David Hammond 6,889
Irish Hospice Foundation engaged consul-
tants

40,000

Deloitte & Touche 36,900
Prospectus Strategy Consultants 72,294
Crowe Horwarth 39,177
Prospectus Strategy Consultants 6,209
Dr Barry Gibson 10,005
Trutz Haase 11,563
Mr Paul Batchelor, OCC Ltd 7,996
Target Health Ltd. Dr Anne Hope 12,915
Research Matters Ltd. 30,110
ESRI/SWITCH 212,000
Metis Consulting Ltd. 12,915

Period of travel Amount Description
From 29/01/2015 to 
30/01/2015

€140.00 Clarion Hotel, Limerick 
visiting University Hospital 
Limerick

From 08/02/2015 to 
11/02/2015

€601.95 Standard Rooms in Hotel D, 
Strasbourg

From 14/03/2015 to 
22/03/2015

€1,821.05 Presidente Intercontinental 
Hotel, Mexico City

16/07/2015WRGG01250Medical Card Applications

16/07/2015WRGG01300557. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will examine and expedite 
an application for a medical card by a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30081/15]

16/07/2015WRGG01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRGG01450Hospice Services

16/07/2015WRGG01500558. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he will commit to allocat-
ing more funding to the St. Francis Hospice in Dublin (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30092/15]
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16/07/2015WRGG01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply. If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRGG01650Dental Services Provision

16/07/2015WRGG01700559. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health to outline the position 
regarding an application for dental braces for a child (details supplied) in Dublin 1; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [30100/15]

16/07/2015WRGG01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply 
from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and my officials will 
follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WRGG01850Appointments to State Boards

16/07/2015WRGG01900560. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health if he is responsible for all 
board appointments where such power to appoint persons to State boards is vested in him by 
statute; if any politically appointed State employee outside of his Department is involved in 
decision-making concerning such appointments, in particular, if, during the lifetime of the Gov-
ernment, a named person (details supplied) has had any influence over any appointments made 
by him; if he or officials from his Department have corresponded with that person regarding 
the composition of, and appointments to, State boards to which he has statutory power to make 
appointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30112/15]

16/07/2015WRGG02000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In line with Government Decision 
S180/20/10/1617 of 2014, relating to the advertising for expressions of interest in vacancies on 
State Boards, and Department of Public Expenditure and Reform Guidelines, my Department in 
conjunction with the new Public Appointments Service website portal, Stateboards.ie, currently 
advertises for board vacancies as they arise, where I, as Minister for Health, have nominating 
rights under relevant legislation.  In some cases I may decide to re-appoint a board member for 
a second term, which is in keeping with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform’s 
Guidelines.  I also appoint members on the nomination of various bodies in accordance with the 
relevant legislation. I have no function in these nominations other than the actual appointments. 
The advertising process began in 2012 in my Department.

In response to a recent FOI request from the Deputy regarding correspondence with the 
person named in this Parliamentary Question, my Department, following an examination of all 
files since February 2012, did not find any record relating to the composition of, or appoint-
ments to, State Boards under the aegis of the Minister for Health.

16/07/2015WRGG02050Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRGG02100561. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health to set out the total current and 
capital funding allocated to his Department; the underspend or overspend in 2015 to date under 
each category, based on his Department’s spending profile; the funding made available within 
and external to his Department’s functions to support innovation; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [30127/15]

16/07/2015WRGG02200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The net provision for the Health Vote (Vote 
38) in 2015 is €12.221 billion, comprising €11.839 billion current and €382 million capital ex-
penditure. This funding is for the salaries and expenses of the Office of the Minister for Health 
and certain other services administered by that Office, including grants to the Health Service 
Executive and grants to research, consultative and advisory bodies.

At end June Vote 38 is €32 million over profile, €28 million current and €4 million capital. 
The main overspends are in relation to expenditure on acute hospitals, demand-led schemes and 
legal settlements.

16/07/2015WRGG02250Departmental Schemes

16/07/2015WRGG02300562. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if his Department or agencies 
under the authority of his Department have performed an assessment of the potential savings 
to be accrued, if current paper-based application processes by members of the public were 
replaced with a fully online application system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30142/15]

16/07/2015WRGG02400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department does not routinely operate 
application processes.

I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly in respect of the 
application processes that it operates.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 
days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRGG02450Garda Vetting of Personnel

16/07/2015WRGG02500563. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm whether the 
short form registration will be adequate to meet the registration requirements of CORU - Health 
and Social Care Professionals, the members of whom are long-term employees of the Health 
Service Executive, as outlined by him in a reply to written representations relating to registra-
tion requirements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30149/15]

16/07/2015WRGG02600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar) (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am assuming 
that this question relates to Garda vetting and police clearance of applicants for registration by 
CORU.

I am advised that CORU requires applicants to provide supporting documentation that have 
been set out in the by-laws made by the registration boards following extensive public con-
sultation across the professions. As part of the registration process applicants are required to 
show they are fit and proper persons to engage in the practice of the profession. For this reason 
Garda vetting of all applicants and police clearance for applicants who lived outside of Ireland 
for more than a year is required. Most applicants will have already provided police clearance 
to their employer and in these cases a certified copy of the existing police clearance from the 
employer’s Human Resources file would suffice.

16/07/2015WRGG02650Nursing Home Accommodation
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16/07/2015WRGG02700564. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
a building project (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30153/15]

16/07/2015WRGG02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): There will 
always be more projects than can be funded by the Exchequer. As with all capital projects, the 
further development of the national CNU programme which includes St Vincent’s Hospital 
Athy, must be considered within the context of the overall capital envelope available to the 
health service. There is limited funding available for new projects over the next multi-annual 
period 2015-2019 given the level of commitments and the costs to completion already in place. 
In addition, the HSE cannot exceed or plan to exceed its approved commitment thresholds. The 
HSE is concentrating on applying the limited funding available for capital works in the most ef-
fective way possible to meet residential need now and in the future.  Therefore in this regard St 
Vincent’s is being progressed to planning stage only. At this very early stage in the process and 
in advance of the award of planning it would be premature to make provisions relating to the 
operation of the facility during construction other than to say the HSE would take appropriate 
measures to minimise the impact of construction on the existing service.

16/07/2015WRGG02850Maternity Services

16/07/2015WRGG02900565. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health to outline his plans for 
existing maternity services at Mayo General Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30154/15]

16/07/2015WRGG03000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WRGG03050Disability Services Provision

16/07/2015WRGG03100566. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health to outline the proposals to 
provide additional financial resources for disability services in Counties Cavan and Monaghan 
given the urgent need to provide enhanced services; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [30155/15]

16/07/2015WRGG03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Govern-
ment is committed to protecting frontline health and personal social services needs for people 
with disabilities. The Government currently provides funding of approximately €1.5 billion to 
the Disability Services Programme through the Health Service Executive’s National Service 
Plan for 2015.

In 2015, the HSE is seeking to maximise the provision of services within available resources 
and to maintaining a consistent level to that provided in 2014, by providing the following spe-
cialist disability services: residential services to around 9,000 people with a disability;

- day services to over 22,000 people with intellectual and physical disabilities; respite resi-
dential support of 190,000 overnights for people with intellectual and physical disabilities; 3.9 
million hours of Personal Assistant / Home Support Hours.

Additional funding of €6 million has been allocated in the HSE National Service Plan in 
2015 to provide day places for an estimated 1,400 young people finishing school and rehabilita-
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tive (life-skills) training.  €4m in additional funding has also been allocated in the Plan to de-
liver an increase in the services for children with disabilities and reduce waiting lists under the 
Progressing Disability Services for Children and Young People (0-18s) Programme.

As the specific issues raised in the Deputy’s question relate to service matters, I have ar-
ranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to 
the Deputy.  If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, he 
can contact my Private Office and they will follow the matter up with the HSE.

16/07/2015WRHH00150Health Services Provision

16/07/2015WRHH00200567. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health his plans for the consolidation 
of paediatric services inCork; the capital funding that has been provided; when same is expect-
ed to be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30162/15]

16/07/2015WRHH00300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WRHH00350Health Services Provision

16/07/2015WRHH00400568. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the de-
velopment of a regional gastroenterology service in Cork; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30163/15]

16/07/2015WRHH00500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WRHH00550Hospital Services

16/07/2015WRHH00600569. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health his plans to develop a regional 
laboratory service for Cork and Kerry hospitals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30164/15]

16/07/2015WRHH00700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

  Question No. 570 answered with Question No. 540.

16/07/2015WRHH00850Maternity Services

16/07/2015WRHH00900571. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the estimated addition-
al annual cost of offering an ultrasound scan at 20 weeks gestation to every pregnant woman. 
[30174/15]

16/07/2015WRHH01000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
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ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WRHH01050Maternity Services

16/07/2015WRHH01100572. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will list the hos-
pitals engaged in the provision of maternity services that do, and those that do not, offer a com-
munity midwifery domino service, similar to that offered by the National Maternity Hospital in 
Holles Street in Dublin 2. [30175/15]

16/07/2015WRHH01200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WRHH01250Maternity Services

16/07/2015WRHH01300573. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual 
cost of expanding community midwifery domino services to cater for an additional 1,000 wom-
en. [30176/15]

16/07/2015WRHH01400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the Health Services Executive for direct reply.  If you have not received a reply from 
the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the 
matter with them.

16/07/2015WRHH01450Hospital Staff

16/07/2015WRHH01500574. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual 
cost of converting 200 currently non-training non-consultant hospital doctors posts into training 
posts. [30177/15]

16/07/2015WRHH01600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on the matter.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working 
days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRHH01650Public Health Policy

16/07/2015WRHH01700575. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a 
breakdown of the total budget and staff assigned to the healthy Ireland programme. [30178/15]

16/07/2015WRHH01800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy is aware, Healthy Ireland, 
A Framework for Improved Health and Well-being 2013-2025, is the national framework for 
action to improve the health and well-being of the country over the coming generation. The 
Framework takes a “whole of Government” and “whole of society” approach to improving 
health and well-being which is based on the international experience and thinking in addressing 
the broad social determinants of health. 

Expenditure on the implementation of Healthy Ireland is primarily met from within the 
budget of the Department of Health. Since Healthy Ireland was launched in March 2013, ex-
penditure has amounted to the following:
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Year Expenditure
2013 €89,315.07
2014 €586,470.90
2015 €48,766.42 (to date)

There are currently five staff in my Department assigned to work in the Health and Well-
being Programme which has responsibility for coordinating the implementation of Healthy 
Ireland.

16/07/2015WRHH01850Health Services Provision

16/07/2015WRHH01900576. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the estimated start-up 
and operating costs of a motion analysis laboratory service for Cork. [30179/15]

16/07/2015WRHH02000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WRHH02050Hospital Consultants Recruitment

16/07/2015WRHH02100577. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of expanding 
the number of full-time consultants in paediatrics and neonatology to at least 320 whole-time 
equivalents, as recommended by the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland. [30182/15]

16/07/2015WRHH02200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on the matter.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working 
days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRHH02250Medical Card Administration

16/07/2015WRHH02300578. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of providing 
medical cards to all children under six years of age, as recommended by the Royal College of 
Physicians of Ireland. [30183/15]

16/07/2015WRHH02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine the matter of the estimated cost of providing a 
medical card for all children under six years of age as recommended by the Royal College of 
Physicians of Ireland and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  If the Deputy has not re-
ceived a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office who will 
follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRHH02450Vaccination Programme

16/07/2015WRHH02500579. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his plans to include the roll-out 
of the meningococcal B vaccine, the varicella vaccine and the rota virus vaccine to all children, 
and the human papilloma virus vaccine to boys in the national childhood immunisation pro-
gramme; and the estimated cost of same. [30184/15]
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16/07/2015WRHH02600580. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the Tdap vaccine for pregnant 
women will be funded. [30185/15]

16/07/2015WRHH02700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 579 and 
580 together.

My Department in conjunction with the HSE is examining evidence based changes to the 
immunisation programmes.  The resource implications of the introduction of any new vaccine 
will be considered in the context of the Estimates Process, the review of HSE vaccination ser-
vices, engagement with manufacturers, and the HSE Service Planning Process.  It is not pos-
sible to give detailed figures while this process is ongoing.

There is no recommendation from the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) 
concerning the inclusion of Varicella vaccine and HPV vaccine for boys in the childhood im-
munisation programmes.

16/07/2015WRHH02750Health Services Provision

16/07/2015WRHH02800581. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his views on the recommenda-
tions of the international working group’s model for cardiac surgery and interventional cardiol-
ogy for congenital heart disease for the island of Ireland; if he is committed to the recommen-
dation for the expansion and updating of the cardiac intensive care unit capacity in Dublin to at 
least ten fully staffed beds; the estimated cost of this particular recommendation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30186/15]

16/07/2015WRHH02900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WRHH02950Departmental Reports

16/07/2015WRHH03000582. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when his Department’s annual 
report for 2014 will be published. [30215/15]

16/07/2015WRHH03100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department’s Annual Report 2014 is at 
final draft stage and will be published on the Department’s website in the autumn.

16/07/2015WRHH03150Hospital Beds Data

16/07/2015WRHH03200583. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the current number of critical 
care beds within the health service; the increase in intensive care unit bed numbers since the 
death of a person (details supplied) in 2010; the number of intensive care unit beds which could 
be opened, subject to the allocation of additional staffing; the capital plan for such beds; the 
number of requests handled each month by the critical care bed bureau since its establishment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30248/15]

16/07/2015WRHH03300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.



Questions - Written Answers

448

16/07/2015WRHH03350Hospital Consultants Recruitment

16/07/2015WRHH03400584. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of hospital con-
sultant posts advertised since 1 January 2015; the number of such competitions with one or no 
applications; the number of such posts which have been filled; the number where a job offer has 
been accepted; the number where a job offer has been made; the current number of vacant posts, 
by hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30249/15]

16/07/2015WRHH03500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on the matter.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working 
days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRJJ00150Ambulance Service Provision

16/07/2015WRJJ00200585. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of intermediate 
care vehicles deployed to 999 calls in each of the past six months for which data is available; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30252/15]

16/07/2015WRJJ00300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WRJJ00350Health Services Expenditure

16/07/2015WRJJ00400586. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health further to the PA Consulting re-
port and action plan into financial management of the health service in 2012, the steps taken to 
date to implement its recommendations or to otherwise address the cost containment challenge 
within the health sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30259/15]

16/07/2015WRJJ00500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In 2012, my Department engaged with an 
expert from the UK NHS (Mark Ogden) to examine the financial management of the Health 
Service Executive and make recommendations regarding strengthening and improving the 
management of its finances.  Subsequently, PA Consultancy was engaged to undertake a wide-
ranging review of financial management and cost containment systems in the health service, 
including an assessment of the Ogden Report and the preparation of an action plan for the 
implementation of its recommendations.

Financial Reform is a key element of Future Health - A Strategic Framework for Reform 
of the Health Service 2012 – 2015.   The HSE commenced the Finance Reform Programme in 
2012.  Central to the establishment of this programme was the recognition that successful im-
plementation of Future Health and the wider reform agenda will require fundamental changes 
in the way financial management is delivered across the health system in Ireland. 

One of the early outputs of the programme was the development of a new operating model 
for finance in health.  The HSE has submitted a business case for the new operating model 
which defines the case for change and scope as well as providing an estimate of the resources 
required to deliver the new operating model and supporting technology.

Whilst the change programme covers a number of different strands and involves business 
process re-engineering, most recently the concentration has been on the technology aspect of 
the Reform Programme.  Last May an ICT business case for an Integrated Financial Manage-
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ment System (IFMS) was submitted to my Department and to the to the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform.  This will be the subject of Office of the Government Chief Informa-
tion Officer (OGCIO) and peer reviews. 

Finance Reform is considered to be the single most important non clinical priority for the 
HSE.  Work is progressing on the Reform Programme on a number of important work streams.  
Key activities being worked on across the reform programme include developing a stabilisa-
tion approach for legacy finance systems and a business intelligence solution for identifying 
and agreeing one national reporting finance system for the HSE.  Significant progress has been 
made in developing and finalising the approach for the procurement of the key components of 
an IFMS and the current focus is on securing agreement of the procurement approach. 

The new financial operating model will greatly enhance the health sector’s ability to effec-
tively manage and monitor its budget at all levels.

16/07/2015WRJJ00550Public Health Policy

16/07/2015WRJJ00600587. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in imple-
menting the national rare diseases plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30261/15]

16/07/2015WRJJ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Rare Disease Plan for Ireland, 
which is a generic policy framework for rare diseases, was published in July 2014.  One of the 
principal recommendations in the Plan was the establishment of a National Clinical Programme 
for Rare Diseases.  This programme will be responsible for, among others: mapping, develop-
ing and implementing care pathways for rare diseases; facilitating timely access to centres 
of expertise - nationally and internationally; developing treatment guidelines for many rare 
disorders; and developing care pathways with European Reference Centres for those ultra-rare 
disorders where there may not be sufficient expertise in Ireland.

In line with this recommendation, a National Clinical Programme for Rare Diseases has 
been established under the National Clinical Strategy and Programmes Division of the HSE.  
The programme is a joint initiative between the HSE and the Royal College of Physicians of 
Ireland and was established with a view to improve and standardise the quality of care for 
patients with rare diseases in Ireland by increasing detection and prevention, facilitating early 
timely diagnosis, intervention and coordination of care, and increasing awareness, information 
and support.

This clinical programme will ultimately be a channel for advancing and implementing other 
recommendations in the plan, such as those on National Centres of Expertise for rare diseases. 

The establishment of a National Rare Disease Office featured prominently in the recom-
mendations of the Rare Disease plan.  This national office has now been established by the 
HSE and its work will be led by a Consultant Geneticist who will to be supported by a Genetics 
Counsellor and an Administrative Officer.  It will, among other functions, provide up-to-date 
information regarding new treatment and management options, including clinical trials.  In 
addition, the post of Information Scientist for the office will be funded jointly by the HSE and 
the EU Commission with a number of recommendations in mind.  These refer to rare disease 
registries and the utility of data currently captured in health information systems.

The Health Identifiers Bill - the publication of which was recommended in the plan - has 
now been enacted.  A similar recommendation on the Health Information Bill is being advanced.

A new National Oversight Group has now been established by my department and its role 



Questions - Written Answers

450

will be as a departmental advisory group that provides oversight on the implementation of the 
plan.

16/07/2015WRJJ00750General Practitioner Services

16/07/2015WRJJ00800588. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the current status of the provi-
sion of general practitioner services by NowDoc; the impact that the change in the delivery of 
the service will have on patients; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30262/15]

16/07/2015WRJJ00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is 
a service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the 
Deputy.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRJJ00950Health Services Staff Remuneration

16/07/2015WRJJ01000589. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health further to Topical Issue matter 
of 25 March 2015, the progress to date in resolving the outstanding payment of arrears to the 
staff involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30265/15]

16/07/2015WRJJ01100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Payment in respect of “twilight shift”, from 
8pm until end of shift has commenced in a number of locations in the Intellectual Disabil-
ity Sector since Jan 1 2015.  These include Brothers of Charity Galway, Brothers of Charity 
Roscommon, Ability West and KARE.  The process of commencing such payments is also 
underway in Brothers of Charity Waterford.

The issue of retrospective payment in the 3 organisations concerned in counties Galway and 
Roscommon was the subject of a Labour Relations Commission (LRC) process involving the 
HSE and the unions on June 22 and more recently on July 6. 

The LRC has tabled a proposal for settlement of the matters in dispute.  This is currently 
being considered by both parties who are required to respond to the LRC by July 17.  Should 
either party fail to respond by this date, the LRC consider this to be a rejection of the proposal.

16/07/2015WRJJ01150Nursing Homes Support Scheme Review

16/07/2015WRJJ01200590. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in pub-
lishing the review of the fair deal nursing home support scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30267/15]

16/07/2015WRJJ01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): When the 
NHSS commenced in 2009, a commitment was made that it would be reviewed after three 
years.  The reason for allowing this period to elapse was to ensure that the scheme had bedded 
in, and that established and validated trends and statistics would be available in order to inform 
the work of the review.  In addition, the Programme for Government 2011-2016 committed to 
reviewing the ‘Fair Deal’ system of financing nursing home care with a view to developing a 
secure and equitable system of financing for community and long-term care which supports 
older people to stay in their own homes and communities for as long as possible.

The Terms of Reference for the review were taking account of Government policy, demo-
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graphic trends and the fiscal situation: 1. To examine the on-going sustainability of the Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme; 2. To examine the overall cost of long-term residential care in public 
and private nursing homes and the effectiveness of the current methods of negotiating/setting 
prices; 3. Having regard to 1. and 2. above, to consider the balance of funding between long-
term residential care and community based services; 4. To consider the extension of the scheme 
to community based services and to other sectors (Disability and Mental Health); and 5. To 
make recommendations for the future operation and management of the scheme.

The review was led by the Department of Health, in collaboration with the HSE, and with 
input and analysis provided by Deloitte and Touche Consultants on specific issues that required 
specialised expertise. 

The Department of Health carried out an extensive public consultation before commencing 
the review.  The review examines five main areas: the scheme administration and processes; 
the price  of care in private and public nursing homes; the re-orientation of services for older 
people towards the community; the provision of adequate long-term residential care places; and 
financing of long-term care in the future. 

The Review took longer to complete than was originally expected because it required a 
greater degree of detailed analysis and its scope turned out to be broader than was initially ex-
pected.  However, it is now  complete and will be published very shortly.

16/07/2015WRJJ01350Mental Health Services

16/07/2015WRJJ01400591. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if the current review of mental 
health services in counties Roscommon and Galway will also include a review of the acute 
admission unit at Roscommon County Hospital; when it is expected that the review will be 
completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30269/15]

16/07/2015WRJJ01500593. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 171 of 11 June 2015 when a reply will be provided to the very serious issues raised on 
22 April 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30271/15]

16/07/2015WRJJ01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 591 and 593 together.

As these are service issues these questions has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If 
you have not received a reply within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRJJ01650Nursing Home Services

16/07/2015WRJJ01700592. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if he will approve capital fund-
ing for the Sacred Heart Hospital in Roscommon; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30270/15]

16/07/2015WRJJ01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): There will 
always be more projects than can be funded by the Exchequer.  As with all capital projects, 
the further development of the national CNU programme which includes the Sacred Heart 
Hospital, Roscommon, must be considered within the context of the overall capital envelope 
available to the health service.  There is limited funding available for new projects over the next 
multi-annual period 2015-2019 given the level of commitments and the costs to completion al-
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ready in place.  In addition, the HSE cannot exceed or plan to exceed its approved commitment 
thresholds.  The HSE is concentrating on applying the limited funding available for capital 
works in the most effective way possible to meet residential need now and in the future.

  Question No. 593 answered with Question No. 591.

16/07/2015WRJJ01950Hospital Facilities

16/07/2015WRJJ02000594. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide a cardiac 
catheterisation laboratory at Sligo Regional Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30275/15]

16/07/2015WRJJ02100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WRJJ02150Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

16/07/2015WRJJ02200595. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the location of each of the 12 
telemedicine stroke machines purchased under the TRASNA programme; if he will provide the 
locations where the machines are fully operational; if he will provide the locations where the 
machines are not used for stroke care, but for other diagnostic purposes; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30276/15]

16/07/2015WRJJ02300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WRJJ02350Ambulance Service Staff

16/07/2015WRJJ02400596. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Health the number of staff employed 
in the National Ambulance Service; if he will provide a breakdown for each station by grade 
and the number of administrative and frontline staff at each station; if he will provide the same 
figures for 2005 and 2010, and the number of vacancies at each station at present, by grade; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [30279/15]

16/07/2015WRJJ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on the matter.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working 
days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRJJ02550Hospital Services

16/07/2015WRJJ02600597. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health his plans to address the situ-
ation regarding hospital overcrowding; and the amount spent since the beginning of the year 
specifically on this issue. [30300/15]

16/07/2015WRJJ02700598. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health if his Department has con-
ducted an analysis on when hospital overcrowding and the need to use trolleys to accommodate 
the increased number of patients will be resolved. [30301/15]
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16/07/2015WRJJ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 597 and 
598 together.

As these are service matters, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WRJJ02850Hospital Accommodation Provision

16/07/2015WRJJ02900599. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the proposals planned to in-
crease bed capacity in Cavan General Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30332/15]

16/07/2015WRJJ03000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WRJJ03050Home Help Service Provision

16/07/2015WRJJ03100600. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details 
of the agency responsible for considering requests for home assistance in particular circum-
stances (details supplied); if assistance has been provided to mothers in similar circumstances 
before; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30350/15]

16/07/2015WRJJ03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is 
a service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the 
Deputy.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRKK00150HSE Funding

16/07/2015WRKK00200601. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that the 
Health Service Executive is providing the same level of funding for 2015 to an association 
(details supplied) towards staff costs as it provided in 2014; if he will confirm that the associa-
tion produced a valid tax clearance certificate on each occasion it received a funding allocation 
during 2015 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30354/15]

16/07/2015WRKK00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.  If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRKK00350Nursing Education

16/07/2015WRKK00400602. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
supplied) regarding applications for the general nursing course; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30386/15]

16/07/2015WRKK00500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I wish to thank the Deputy for the matter 
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raised.

Given that this is an operational matter, it is appropriate that it should be dealt with by the 
NMBI. I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NMBI for attention and direct reply.

If you have not received a reply from the NMBI within 15 working days, please contact my 
Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRKK00550Home Care Packages

16/07/2015WRKK00600603. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
provision of full-time care to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30388/15]

16/07/2015WRKK00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, he can contact my Private Office and they will 
follow the matter up with the HSE.

16/07/2015WRKK00750Hospital Waiting Lists

16/07/2015WRKK00800604. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an estimate of 
the cost of clearing all waiting lists in the health service. [30404/15]

16/07/2015WRKK00900605. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an estimate of 
the cost of eliminating the use of trolleys for patients in publicly funded hospitals by providing 
all patients with beds as needed. [30405/15]

16/07/2015WRKK01000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 604 and 
605 together.

As these are service matters, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WRKK01050Cancer Services

16/07/2015WRKK01100606. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for Coun-
ty Mayo oncology patients for follow-up assessments to ascertain the progress of treatment at 
Galway University Hospital’s centre of excellence for cancer treatment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30414/15]

16/07/2015WRKK01200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Deputy’s question relates to service 
delivery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to her.

If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my 
Private Office and my officials will follow up the matter with them.

16/07/2015WRKK01250Ambulance Service Response Times
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16/07/2015WRKK01300607. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health further to his reply to Parlia-
mentary Question No.154 of 25 June 2014, if he will provide the latest available ambulance 
response time figures, first responder figures and year-to-date figures; the corresponding figures 
for deployment times for both ambulance and first responders; the total number of calls in each 
category, for each of the nine ambulance sub-regions; the number of adverse incidents that have 
been recorded over this period in each of the nine ambulance sub-regions; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [30416/15]

16/07/2015WRKK01400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

16/07/2015WRKK01450Departmental Programmes

16/07/2015WRKK01500608. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his De-
partment’s priorities for the remainder of this Dáil; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [29586/15]

16/07/2015WRKK01600Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The mission of my 
Department is to serve the Irish people, to promote their values and advance their prosperity 
abroad, and to provide the Government with the capabilities, analysis and influence to ensure 
that Ireland derives the maximum benefit from all areas of its external engagement. My Depart-
ment’s Statement of Strategy for 2015-2017 outlines how we intend to achieve our high level 
goals in the coming years.  These goals are rooted in the priority areas set out in Government’s 
recent policy review ‘The Global Island, Ireland’s Foreign Policy for a Changing World’.   Our 
five goals and the related priorities are outlined below:

To serve our people at home and abroad and to promote reconciliation and cooperation 

The further development of the all-island economy and strong support for political stabil-
ity in Northern Ireland is a major priority for this Government.  We will continue to advance 
the reconciliation agenda and economic renewal on the island of Ireland including through the 
ongoing implementation of the Stormont House Agreement.  The Government will continue to 
play our role in the collective effort required to deliver the implementation of the Agreement 
as a whole.

I, through my Department, am also committed to the provision of high quality services to 
Irish citizens travelling abroad.

I recently launched the Ireland 2016 Global and Diaspora Programme – one of the seven 
strands of the Ireland 2016 Programme - which will see an ambitious programme of events 
take place around the world next year to mark the centenary of the 1916 Easter Rising.  My 
Department and the Embassy network will continue to develop and deliver this Programme 
in the months ahead, together with our many partner organisations.  My Department will also 
contribute to the development of events to mark the centenary of the Battle of the Somme next 
year, which is also an important occasion for many on the island of Ireland.

To work for a fairer, more just, secure and sustainable world

I am deeply conscious of Ireland’s proud tradition in international affairs as a country which 
seeks to promote and share its values.  I am determined to ensure that we seek at every oppor-
tunity, to make a direct and significant contribution to the promotion of human rights, global 
peace and stability, most notably through our membership of the UN and our support for its 
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peacekeeping operations, recognising that it is through the realisation of human rights, peace 
and stability that the root causes of crises such as the current migrant crisis in the Mediterranean 
can most effectively be addressed.

We will also remain actively engaged in promoting a more active EU role in relation to the 
Middle East Peace Process and in sustaining the viability of a negotiated, two-State solution.

Ireland continues to be a world leader in effectively tackling hunger and poverty and assist-
ing the world’s poorest communities to survive and thrive.  A major immediate priority in this 
area is Ireland’s role as co-facilitator of the final phase of negotiations on a new global develop-
ment agenda to succeed the Millennium Development Goals.

To advance Ireland’s prosperity by promoting our economic interests internationally

The advancement of Ireland’s trade, tourism, investment and education promotion objec-
tives is a central priority for my Department.  The Embassy network will continue to play a 
crucial role in proactively addressing market access issues, supporting Irish businesses seeking 
to grow overseas, holding promotional events for, and in association with, State agencies and 
actively contributing to the organisation and conduct of Enterprise Ireland Ministerial-led trade 
missions and events overseas.  While the majority of Irish services and merchandise exports 
go to Europe and the US and we must continue to cultivate these markets, the Government 
is strongly focused on the further development of trading partnerships with other important 
emerging markets.

My Department will also continue to ensure that the Embassy network is best equipped 
to promote and protect Ireland’s economic interests in its contacts with other Governments, 
including in multilateral fora, as well as in its engagements with the business community and 
overseas media.    The Fourth Global Irish Economic Forum which my Department will organ-
ise in November 2015 will play an important role in delivering these objectives.

To protect and advance Ireland’s values and interests in Europe

Engagement with our EU partners and the broader region will remain a priority for pro-
moting and protecting our interests.  Ireland will continue to be a strong supporter of the EU 
Enlargement policy, which is one of the Union’s most powerful tools in pursuing our strategic 
objective of promoting peace, stability, democracy and prosperity throughout Europe.  The cri-
sis in Ukraine, coupled with the profound implications for the EU’s relations with Russia, will 
remain an important priority on the international agenda for some time.  My visit to Kiev on 
16-17 July is an opportunity to express solidarity with the people of Ukraine and to hear first-
hand about the scale of the challenges it faces.

To strengthen our influence and our capacity to deliver our goals

Irish diplomacy has built a reputation for professionalism, integrity and effectiveness over 
many years.  My Department will continue to work to extend Ireland’s international influence 
overseas while improving our capacity for delivery at home including though the Civil Service 
Renewal process.

16/07/2015WRKK01650Human Rights Issues

16/07/2015WRKK01700609. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the re-
sponse planned to counter the persecution and human rights abuses suffered by Falun Gong 
practitioners under the Chinese authorities over the past 16 years, particularly in view of the 
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2013 European Parliament resolution (details supplied) demanding an investigation into and an 
end of the common practice of forced organ harvesting for such persons; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29610/15]

16/07/2015WRKK01800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Government 
follows closely reports of human rights violations against Falun Gong practitioners, including 
reported cases of organ harvesting, and is concerned about the situation.  Human rights issues 
are discussed regularly with the Chinese authorities during both bilateral and multilateral meet-
ings, including during the recent visit of Premier Li Keqiang to Ireland.  Through the formal 
framework of the EU-China Human Rights Dialogue, which was established in 1995, the EU 
continues to share with China its experience in the field of human rights protection and promo-
tion, and to urge China to take clear steps to improve the human rights situation.  The latest 
session of this dialogue took place on 8-9 December 2014 and provided the EU with the op-
portunity to express its concerns about a wide range of human rights issues in China, including 
the treatment of ethnic and religious minorities, deprivation of liberty, and criminal and admin-
istrative punishment.  The next round of the Dialogue will take place in November allowing the 
EU to continue to raise matters of concern. In 2013, officials from the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade held a series of meetings with representatives of the Irish Falun Dafa As-
sociation and human rights lawyers.  During these meetings the Irish Falun Dafa Association 
discussed the issue of organ harvesting and ways in which human rights issues are raised with 
Chinese authorities by both Ireland and the EU.  However, it should be noted that the Chinese 
Government denies accusations of human rights abuses against those who practice Falun Gong.   
Ireland, together with our EU partners, will continue to address human rights issues with China, 
including those related to the Falun Gong, in frequent and regular dialogue, through our con-
tacts in both Dublin and Beijing and through the relevant multilateral channels.

16/07/2015WRKK01850Dublin-Monaghan Bombings

16/07/2015WRKK01900610. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if funding 
will be renewed in respect of the work of a group (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [29626/15]

16/07/2015WRKK02000611. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the propos-
als he has to raise again at an early date with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and with 
the British Foreign Secretary the need for the British Government to respond to the unanimous 
motions passed by Dáil Éireann in 2008 and 2011 in relation to the need to release papers and 
documents pertaining to the Dublin and Monaghan bombings of 1974; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29627/15]

16/07/2015WRKK02100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 610 and 611 together.

The Government fully supports the all-party Dáil motions of July 2008 and May 2011 urg-
ing the British Government to allow access by an independent international judicial figure to 
all original documents in their possession relating to the Dublin and Monaghan bombings.  I 
have raised this issue with the British Government on a number of occasions, including most 
recently on 11 June, and have received assurances from the Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland that the British Government is currently actively considering how it can respond to 
the Dáil motions.  The Taoiseach also raised the Dublin and Monaghan bombings with British 
Prime Minister David Cameron on 18 June, underlining the Government’s continued support 
for the Dáil motions. 
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In 2014, Justice for the Forgotten, a group which as part of the Pat Finucane Centre cam-
paigns on behalf of the Dublin and Monaghan families, received €48,000 from my Depart-
ment’s Reconciliation Fund.  Additional funding of €49,400 for 2015 was approved for Justice 
for the Forgotten in June.

I met with representatives of Justice for the Forgotten on 15 May 2015 to discuss the Gov-
ernment’s ongoing support for the all-party Dáil Motions of July 2008 and May 2011.  I know 
that the Taoiseach met also with a representative of the group on 21 May 2015.

16/07/2015WRKK02150Human Rights Issues

16/07/2015WRKK02200612. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his plans to 
raise again at the European Union Foreign Affairs Council the need for the European Union to 
have a co-ordinated response to the persecution of Christians in many regions throughout the 
world; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29630/15]

16/07/2015WRKK02300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Ireland strongly 
condemns all forms of persecution on the basis of religion or belief, irrespective of where 
they occur or who the victims are.  We attach great importance to combatting all forms of dis-
crimination based on religion or belief and incitement to religious hatred.  We firmly believe in 
tolerance, non-discrimination, freedom of expression, freedom of thought, conscience, religion 
or belief.  Ireland is deeply concerned by the persecution of Christians. Ireland and the EU 
consistently press for effective action to counter the persecution of minorities in all relevant 
international fora, including at the United Nations General Assembly and the United Nations 
Human Rights Council, of which Ireland is currently a member.  Ireland reiterated its commit-
ment to defending the right to freedom of religion or belief during a recent UN Security Council 
debate on the victims of attacks and abuses on ethnic or religious grounds in the Middle East, on 
27 March 2015.  I personally highlighted the issue when I addressed the UN General Assembly 
in New York on 29 September 2014 and the UN Human Rights Council at its 28th session in 
March 2015.  I also raised it during my meetings with the UN Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon, 
in September 2014 and May 2015. Ireland also works within and alongside the EU to address   
the persecution of Christians and other religious minorities, notably with the EU Guidelines 
on Freedom of Religion or Belief adopted during Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the 
European Union in 2013.  These Guidelines provide EU officials with an overview of the legal 
and policy framework within which the right to freedom of religion or belief is protected. They 
also elaborate an EU strategy on how to engage with third countries on the right to freedom of 
religion or belief, a strategy which we hope to see bear fruit as we assess the implementation 
of the Guidelines.

Later this month, on 20 July 2015, the EU Foreign Affairs Council (FAC) will adopt the 
EU Action Plan for Human Rights and Democracy 2015-2019.  The Action Plan forms part 
of the EU Strategic Framework and Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy which was 
adopted by the FAC in June 2012.  Its purpose is to improve the effectiveness and consistency 
of the EU’s policy and commits the EU to promoting human rights in all areas of its external 
action.  Responsibility for the implementation of the Action Plan is shared between the EEAS, 
European Commission and EU Member States.

Within the EU, Ireland pressed for the promotion of freedom of religion or belief to be in-
cluded in the Action Plan, and this is now reflected as a stand-alone point with the following 
actions:
  Ensure that freedom of religion or belief remains high on the agenda of relations with third countries, as well as in multilateral fora, in close cooperation with relevant stakeholders; promote the exchange of best practices, and deepen awareness on the various components of freedom of religion or belief at Headquarters, EU delegations and Member State embassies.
  Encourage and support relevant partner countries and other stakeholders’ initiatives on freedom of religion or belief in particular those aimed at protecting and promoting the rights of persons belonging to religious minorities, enabling them to manifest their religion or belief without fear of violence, discrimination, political pressure, censorship or persecution.
  Promote inter-cultural and inter-religious dialogue and the role of religious and other leaders in ensuring freedom of religion or belief.
  Together with the EU Guidelines on Freedom of Religion or Belief, the Action Plan will strengthen the EU’s co-ordinated response to persecution based on religion or belief throughout the world.
  Ireland will also continue to raise the issue of the persecution of Christians, through its official bilateral contacts with the countries in question, stressing the responsibility of the government to protect all citizens and minorities, irrespective of their religion or belief.
  I can assure the Deputy that Ireland will continue to actively support freedom of religion or belief across our foreign policy.
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16/07/2015WRKK02350Middle East Issues

16/07/2015WRKK02400613. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his plans to 
raise at the European Union Foreign Affairs Council the need for the international community 
to honour commitments made at a pledging conference to upgrade the infrastructure of Gaza, 
and to build new homes in Gaza; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29631/15]

16/07/2015WRKK02500614. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his plans 
to raise again at the European Union Foreign Affairs Council the need for the European Union 
to pursue with Israel and Egypt the need to lift the blockade of Gaza, which is preventing the 
transport of products and materials needed for the rebuilding of essential infrastructure and 
homes in Gaza; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29632/15]

16/07/2015WRKK02600Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 613 and 614 together.

The discussion on the MEPP begun at the Foreign Affairs Council in May, which I expect 
will continue at the July Council next week, is considering the broad spectrum of the EU’s en-
gagement on the issue, of which Gaza is one part. In the longer perspective, Ireland has consis-
tently acted to keep in front of the Council the need to remember the specific problems of Gaza, 
and will continue to do so.  The heart of the EU position on the question is that the blockade of 
Gaza is unjustified and counterproductive, and should be lifted.  There is of course no issue with 
Israel continuing to prevent the movement of weapons into the territory.

The position in relation to Egypt is somewhat different, in that it is an escalation of violent 
incidents and instability in the area of northern Sinai which has forced the Egyptian authorities 
to close or restrict the operation of the Rafah crossing point for long periods.

I note reports that Israel in May substantially increased the rate of movement of cement into 
Gaza, which is very welcome.  I hope that further measures of this nature will follow.  I fully 
agree that the pace of reconstruction needs to pick up, and that this requires increased funding 
and construction supplies.

At the International Gaza Reconstruction Conference, which I attended last October, I 
pledged a further €2.5 million towards both urgent immediate needs as well as long term re-
covery efforts.  €1 million of this has been provided to UNRWA’s Gaza Emergency Appeal.  A 
further €500,000 will be provided to UN partners this year with the remaining €1 million of the 
pledge to be disbursed in 2016.

I am aware of reports that much of the funding pledged for Gaza at the Cairo conference has 
yet to materialise, and I certainly urge all countries to fulfil their pledges.  However, I have no 
information on the extent to which those countries may have signalled at the conference a broad 
timescale for payment, as Ireland did, and which we are fulfilling.  I recall also that many coun-
tries linked their pledges to a firm demand for political progress to prevent any future recur-
rence of the conflict – progress which has also not yet been achieved.  I have no basis therefore 
to raise the non-fulfilment of any specific pledge at the Foreign Affairs Council.

16/07/2015WRKK02650Humanitarian Aid

16/07/2015WRKK02700615. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his plans to 
allocate additional funding towards the provision of humanitarian aid for Syria and that general 
region, given the ongoing conflict, the appalling loss of lives and the need to get essential hu-
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manitarian aid to persons living in desperate conditions; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29633/15]

16/07/2015WRKK02800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The crisis in Syria 
and the region is now in its fifth year.  The human impact of the violence and displacement of 
communities has been devastating.  Some 220,000 Syrians have been killed, and over 4 million 
have fled as refugees to surrounding countries. Ireland is particularly mindful of the impact of 
the crisis on neighbouring countries which are supporting large populations of vulnerable refu-
gees. My colleague, Minister of State Sherlock, represented Ireland at the third international 
pledging conference for Syria, which was held in Kuwait on 31 March.  He announced that 
Ireland will provide a further €12 million in 2015 in humanitarian assistance for those suffering 
as a result of the conflict.  Ireland has been one of the most generous international contributors 
to the Syria humanitarian response on a per capita basis.  The delivery of our pledge for 2015 
will bring the Government’s overall response to the crisis to €41 million by the end of this year.  
Ireland’s humanitarian assistance is delivered through our trusted UN, Red Cross and NGO 
partners.  Ireland’s support has been focused on supporting people displaced within Syria and 
those across the wider region, including in Lebanon, Jordan and Iraq.

One of the most difficult features of this crisis is that many of those who are most in need are 
beyond the reach of humanitarian workers.  Both the Syrian Government and armed opposition 
groups are using siege tactics and heavy weaponry in populated areas.  The targeting of humani-
tarian workers by the group Islamic State (ISIS) means that millions living in the areas which 
ISIS currently controls do not receive the help they so desperately need.  The UN has responded 
by delivering cross-border aid, even where the Syrian Government has withheld permission.

We will continue to address the humanitarian consequences of the conflict and provide ur-
gent assistance and support to the civilian populations within Syria and neighbouring countries.  
However, we also recognise that   such efforts can only address the humanitarian crisis and that 
international efforts must be strengthened for a long term political solution in Syria and the 
wider region.

16/07/2015WRKK02850Human Rights Issues

16/07/2015WRKK02900616. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the action 
or proposals planned to protect Christians and other religious groups from persecution around 
the world; the note the Government will take of the European Parliament resolution (details 
supplied) which denounces recent acts of religious persecution; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [29827/15]

16/07/2015WRKK03000627. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the ac-
tions or proposals the Government will adopt to protect Christians and other religious groups 
from persecution around the world; the note that the Government will take of the European 
Parliament resolution (details supplied) which denounces recent acts of religious persecution; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30152/15]

16/07/2015WRKK03100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 616 and 627 together.

Ireland attaches great importance to combatting all forms of discrimination, including that 
based on religion or belief and incitement to religious hatred.  We firmly believe in tolerance, 
non-discrimination, freedom of expression, freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief.  
It is of deep concern that freedom of religion and belief is in danger in many places worldwide.  
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Members of minority religious communities, including those of Christian, Muslim and Baha’i 
faith, have been subjected to appalling levels of violence, discrimination, and harassment.  The 
recent rise in the number of anti-Semitic attacks worldwide is also of serious concern.

I welcome the initiative of the European Parliament to pass a resolution on the persecution 
of Christians around the world in relation to the killing of students in Kenya by Al-Shabaab.  
The attack at Garissa University is one of a series of utter reprehensible attacks by Al-Shabaab 
terrorists on innocent Kenyans going about their daily lives.  Attacks like this target the fun-
damental rights and values that all right-thinking people hold dear – the right to an education, 
freedom of expression, freedom of religion or belief, pluralism, democracy, tolerance and hu-
man dignity.  We and our fellow EU Member States will continue to support Kenya in its fight 
to overcome this terrorism.

In recent months, I have also been shocked by the reports of the brutal killings by ISIS af-
filiates in Libya, particularly the beheadings of Egyptian Coptic Christians and Ethiopian Chris-
tians.  These monstrous acts are beyond comprehension and I condemn them in the strongest 
possible terms.  They constitute a savage attack on a minority community. Ireland has repeat-
edly recalled the duty of States to protect vulnerable minorities in the Middle East, including 
Christian communities.

Ireland and the EU consistently press for effective action to counter the persecution of 
minorities in all relevant international fora, including at the United Nations General Assembly 
and the United Nations Human Rights Council, of which Ireland is currently a member. Ireland 
reiterated its commitment to defending the right to freedom of religion or belief during a recent 
UN Security Council debate on the victims of attacks and abuses on ethnic or religious grounds 
in the Middle East, on 27 March 2015.  I personally highlighted the issue when I addressed the 
UN General Assembly in New York on 29 September 2014 and the UN Human Rights Council 
at its 28th   session in March 2015.  I also raised it during my meetings with the UN Secretary 
General, Ban Ki-moon, in September 2014 and May 2015.

Ireland also works within and alongside the EU to address   the persecution of Christians 
and other religious minorities, notably with the EU Guidelines on Freedom of Religion or Be-
lief adopted during Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the European Union in 2013.  These 
Guidelines provide EU officials with an overview of the legal and policy framework within 
which the right to freedom of religion or belief is protected. They also elaborate an EU strategy 
on how to engage with third countries on the right to freedom of religion or belief, a strategy 
which we hope to see bear fruit as we assess the implementation of the Guidelines.

Later this month, on 20 July 2015, the EU Foreign Affairs Council (FAC) will adopt the 
EU Action Plan for Human Rights and Democracy 2015-2019.  The Action Plan forms part 
of the EU Strategic Framework and Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy which was 
adopted by the FAC in June 2012.  Its purpose is to improve the effectiveness and consistency 
of the EU’s policy and commits the EU to promoting human rights in all areas of its external 
action. Responsibility for the implementation of the Action Plan is shared between the EEAS, 
European Commission and EU Member States.

Within the EU, Ireland pressed for the promotion of freedom of religion or belief to be in-
cluded in the Action Plan, and this is now reflected as a stand-alone point with the following 
actions:

Ensure that freedom of religion or belief remains high on the agenda of relations with third 
countries, as well as in multilateral fora, in close cooperation with relevant stakeholders; pro-
mote the exchange of best practices, and deepen awareness on the various components of free-
dom of religion or belief at Headquarters, EU delegations and Member State embassies.
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  Encourage and support relevant partner countries and other stakeholders’ initiatives on 
freedom of religion or belief in particular those aimed at protecting and promoting the rights 
of persons belonging to religious minorities, enabling them to manifest their religion or belief 
without fear of violence, discrimination, political pressure, censorship or persecution.

 Promote inter-cultural and inter-religious dialogue and the role of religious and other lead-
ers in ensuring freedom of religion or belief.

  Alongside the EU Guidelines on Freedom of Religion or Belief, the Action Plan will 
strengthen the EU’s co-ordinated response to persecution based on religion or belief throughout 
the world.

  Ireland will also continue to raise the issue of the persecution of Christians, through its of-
ficial bilateral contacts with the countries in question, stressing the responsibility of the govern-
ment to protect all citizens and minorities, irrespective of their religion or belief.

I can assure the Deputy that Ireland will continue to actively support freedom of religion or 
belief across our foreign policy.

16/07/2015WRKK03150Overseas Development Aid

16/07/2015WRKK03200617. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will 
report on the Irish participation in the United Nation’s third international conference on financ-
ing for development to be held in Addis Ababa in Ethiopia; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29937/15]

16/07/2015WRKK03300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Minister of 
State for Development, Trade Promotion and North-South Cooperation, Sean Sherlock T.D., 
has been leading the Irish delegation at the International Conference on Financing for Develop-
ment, from 13 to 16 July in Addis Ababa.  The conference is expected to conclude today with 
the adoption of an agreed outcome document “The Addis Ababa Accord”.   The Addis agree-
ment together with agreements on the new global development agenda post-2015, in New York 
in September, and on climate in Paris in December, will provide the international community 
with a unique opportunity to shape a new framework for sustainable development for the next 
fifteen years.  The Addis conference is not a pledging conference, and will aim to agree a du-
rable and sustainable financial framework that will guide the mobilisation and use of financial 
and non-financial resources to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals which will replace 
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) adopted in 2000.  The new Goals will be uni-
versal, and broader in scope than the MDGs, and they will aim for the elimination of extreme 
poverty and hunger by 2030.  An ambitious, clear and comprehensive agreement at Addis this 
week will be critical to the success of the post-2015 negotiations at the UN in New York, which 
are being co-chaired by Ireland.

16/07/2015WRLL00150Departmental Advertising Budgets

16/07/2015WRLL00200618. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the total 
cost of public advertising, statutory and non-statutory, funded by his Department in 2013 and in 
2014; the corresponding figure for agencies under the control of his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30026/15]

16/07/2015WRLL00300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Department of 
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Foreign Affairs and Trade is responsible for two Votes – Vote 28: Foreign Affairs and Trade; and 
Vote 27: International Cooperation.  There are no agencies under the aegis of my Department.

 Advertising undertaken by my Department relates mainly to notification of changes to pass-
port and consular fees, public office opening hours, and occasional notices concerning employ-
ment, grants, and other matters, including Irish Aid activities, which require communication to 
a national audience.

Total expenditure on public advertising under Vote 28 was:

2013  -  €34,212

2014  -  €26,238

Total expenditure on public advertising under Vote 27 was:

2013  -  €20,461

2014  -  €23,592

Publication of notices in Iris Oifigiuil amounted to €115 in 2013 and €559 in 2014.

16/07/2015WRLL00350Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRLL00400619. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the cost in 
2013 and in 2014 of printing reports by his Department and agencies under the control of his 
Department; the corresponding figure for annual reports; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30041/15]

16/07/2015WRLL00500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Department is re-
sponsible for two Votes – Vote 28 (Foreign Affairs and Trade) and Vote 27 (International Co-
operation).

The Annual Reports of Vote 28 (Foreign Affairs and Trade) are published online and do not 
incur printing costs.

The cost of printing other reports by Vote 28 (Foreign Affairs and Trade) is outlined below:

Year -
2013 €2,005
2014 nil

The cost of printing reports by Vote 27 (International Cooperation) is outlined below.

Year -
2013 €40,430 (including annual report €14,708)
2014 €28,060 (including annual report €16,046)

16/07/2015WRLL00550Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRLL00600620. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the cost in 
2013 and in 2014 of issuing hard copy payslips to staff or retired staff by his Department and 
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agencies under the control of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30056/15]

16/07/2015WRLL00700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department 
implemented a system of online payslips a number of years ago.  Since then the vast majority of 
the 1,300 staff paid by the Department access their payslips electronically.  However, approxi-
mately 85 staff per week, receive paper payslips as they do not have access to the electronic 
system.  The cost of issuing these hard copy payslips to staff by my Department was approxi-
mately €500 in 2013 and €500 in 2014.

16/07/2015WRLL00750Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRLL00800621. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade If he 
will outline and itemise all expenditure undertaken by his Department on private travel for his 
and-or for his private office; on legal fees; on consultancy fees; on hotel accommodation during 
the 12-month period to 30 June 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30071/15]

16/07/2015WRLL00900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade is responsible for two Votes, Vote 28 (Foreign Affairs and Trade) and 
Vote 27 (International Cooperation).  The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade does not 
bear the cost of private travel.

It has not been possible to compile the requested information in the time available.  I have 
asked my officials to provide the requested information directly to the Deputy as soon as it is 
collated.

16/07/2015WRLL00950Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRLL01000622. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the expendi-
ture profile for his Department at the end of June 2015; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30082/15]

16/07/2015WRLL01100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Department 
is responsible for two Votes – Vote 28 (Foreign Affairs and Trade) and Vote 27 (International 
Cooperation).

Monthly profiles for expenditure are in place in my Department and performance against 
profile is reported regularly to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and is pub-
lished as part of the Monthly Exchequer Statement.  The Monthly Exchequer Statement for 
June has been published on the website of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. 

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade Vote 28 figures at the end of June are outlined in 
the following table:

 - Profile to 30th June 
€’Million

Expenditure to 30th 
June €’Million

Variance 30th June 
€’Million

Pay 37.6 37.5 (0.1)
Non-pay 51.2 54.7 3.5
Capital 1 0.8 (0.2)
Total Expenditure 89.8 93 3.2
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Pay was on profile to end June. Non-pay was ahead by €3.5M mainly due to payment to 
international organisations being higher of expectation. Capital is behind profile by €0.2M.

International Co-operation Vote 27 figures at the end of June are outlined in the following 
table:

 - Profile to 30th June 
€’Million

Expenditure to 30th 
June €’Million

Variance 30th June 
€’Million

Pay 7.4 6.9 (0.5)
Non-pay 193.9 246.9 53.0
Capital 0.1 0 0.1
Total Expenditure 201.4 253.8 52.6

Pay was behind profile by €0.5M with non-pay ahead of profile by €53M due to funding to 
Key Partner Countries and Civil Society Organisations being paid slightly ahead of expectation.

16/07/2015WRLL01150Middle East Issues

16/07/2015WRLL01200623. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will 
raise at the European Union Foreign Affairs Council and with the United Nations the urgent 
need to comprehensively address the ongoing major loss of life and utter devastation caused 
by the use of barrel bombs in Syria; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30083/15]

16/07/2015WRLL01300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have repeatedly 
condemned all violence against civilians in Syria by the Assad regime, militia forces and ter-
rorist groups, including the abhorrent use of barrel bombs which are an indiscriminate weapon 
aimed primarily at terrorising the Syrian population.  Ireland has consistently supported greater 
engagement by the Security Council on tackling the crisis in Syria. All EU Member States, 
including Ireland, co-sponsored a resolution calling for referral of the Syrian conflict to the 
International Criminal Court.  I reiterate Ireland’s support for the UN Security Council to refer 
the situation in Syria to the International Criminal Court.   Any decision on measures to prevent 
the use of barrel-bombs, such as the possible establishment of a no-fly zone in Syria,  is a matter 
which falls to the UN Security Council. 

Regrettably, the Security Council has in recent years repeatedly failed to agree on effective 
measures to tackle the political and security situation in Syria, with repeated vetoes on proposed 
action by permanent members of the Council. There is little prospect that any proposal for such 
a resolution will be approved by the Council at this time. 

16/07/2015WRLL01350Appointments to State Boards

16/07/2015WRLL01400624. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he is 
responsible for all board appointments where such power to appoint persons to State boards 
is vested in him by statute; if any politically appointed State employee outside of his Depart-
ment is involved in decision-making concerning such appointments, in particular, if, during the 
lifetime of the Government, a named person (details supplied) has had any influence over any 
appointments made by him; if he or officials from his Department have corresponded with that 
person, regarding the composition of, and appointments to, State boards to which he has statu-
tory power to make appointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30111/15]
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16/07/2015WRLL01500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): There are no State 
Boards operating under the aegis of my Department.

16/07/2015WRLL01550Departmental Funding

16/07/2015WRLL01600625. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the total 
current and capital funding allocated to his Department; the underspend or overspend in 2015 
to date, under each category, based on his Department’s spending profile; the funding made 
available within and external to his Department’s functions to support innovation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30126/15]

16/07/2015WRLL01700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Department 
is responsible for two Votes – Vote 28 (Foreign Affairs and Trade) and Vote 27 (International 
Cooperation).

Monthly profiles for expenditure are in place in my Department and performance against 
profile is reported regularly to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and is pub-
lished as part of the Monthly Exchequer Statement.  The Monthly Exchequer Statement for 
June has been published on the website of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. 

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade Vote 28 figures at the end of June are outlined in 
the following table:

 - Profile to 30th June 
€’Million

Expenditure to 30th 
June 
€’Million

Variance 30th June 
€’Million

Pay 37.6 37.5 (0.1)
Non-pay 51.2 54.7 3.5
Capital 1 0.8 (0.2)
Total Expenditure 89.8 93 3.2

Pay was on profile to end June. Non-pay was ahead by €3.5M mainly due to payment to 
international organisations being higher of expectation. Capital is behind profile by €0.2M.

International Co-operation Vote 27 figures at the end of June are outlined in the following 
table:

 - Profile to 30th June 
€’Million

Expenditure to 30th 
June
 €’Million

Variance 30th June 
€’Million

Pay 7.4 6.9 (0.5)
Non-pay 193.9 246.9 53.0
Capital 0.1 0 0.1
Total Expenditure 201.4 253.8 52.6

Pay was behind profile by €0.5M with non-pay ahead of profile by €53M due to funding to 
Key Partner Countries and Civil Society Organisations being paid slightly ahead of expectation.

There is not a specific budget line for supporting innovation in my Department.  However 
a number of internal resources are dedicated to reviewing and improving internal processes 
and external service delivery.  is delivered both through the Department’s Knowledge Manage-
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ment Taskforce and through encouraging innovation across the Department’s business units 
through the business planning process.  The Department’s new Statement of Strategy com-
mits to strengthening our influence and our capacity to deliver our goals and the Department 
is regularly in touch with colleagues working on innovation across Government Departments 
including through our participation in the cross Departmental Business Process Improvement 
Network led by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

16/07/2015WRLL01750Passport Services

16/07/2015WRLL01800626. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his De-
partment or agencies under the authority of his Department have performed an assessment of 
the potential savings to be accrued, if current paper-based application processes by members of 
the public were replaced with a fully on-line application system; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30141/15]

16/07/2015WRLL01900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Significant prog-
ress has been made on the Consular Services side of my Department in providing online ap-
plication processes.  Both applications for Citizenship through Foreign Birth Registration and 
applications for Certificats de Coutume (letters of freedom to marry or enter a civil partnership 
abroad) use online systems to launch applications.  However, while this has resulted in more 
efficient processing, in both these cases it remains necessary for applicants to submit original 
supporting documentation, including birth and other certificates, to prove their entitlement.  
Therefore, a totally on-line service is not possible, as original documents must be physically 
seen to be assessed for authenticity.

We also provide an e-apostille system which is an online service which allows users world-
wide to check the veracity of Irish documents for use abroad which have been authenticated by 
my Department.  This provides a speedier and more responsive service for applicants, but has 
not delivered significant cost savings.

In terms of passport applications, the application process for the passport card, which is 
due to be launched in September, will be used to pilot an online system which could be used in 
due course for adults wishing to renew their passports.  An assessment of potential savings and 
customer service improvements likely from an online service will be undertaken as part of the 
pilot.

The Reconciliation Fund - formerly known as the Reconciliation and Anti-Sectarianism 
Funds - awards grants to organisations (mainly small community groups) working to address 
sectarianism and to further peace and reconciliation on the island of Ireland and between Ire-
land and Britain.  The Fund currently operates a paper-based application system.  Options for 
a Departmental-wide approach to an on-line application process for funding schemes will be 
considered by the Department’s Knowledge Management Working Group in 2016 and potential 
cost savings will be considered as part of that exercise.

Question No. 627 answered with Question No. 616.

16/07/2015WRLL02050Passport Applications

16/07/2015WRLL02100628. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if an applica-
tion for a passport by a person (details supplied) in County Kerry will be examined urgently; 
and dealt with expeditiously, given the circumstances; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [30173/15]

16/07/2015WRLL02200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): This passport has 
been printed, and has been available for collection in Cork Passport Office since 14/07/2015. 

16/07/2015WRLL02250Middle East Issues

16/07/2015WRLL02300629. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he has 
raised the ongoing conflict in the Republic of Yemen with his European Union counterparts; if 
he will do so at the next European Union Foreign Affairs Council meeting; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [30196/15]

16/07/2015WRLL02400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): At the April meet-
ing of the EU Foreign Affairs Council, I engaged in a discussion with EU Foreign Ministers of 
the crisis in Yemen which has worsened an already dire humanitarian situation. 

This meeting of the Foreign Affairs Council adopted conclusions which reflect the EU posi-
tion on the conflict and which called for an inclusive political process to find a solution.

 Subsequently, in mid-June, and with the fighting continuing, the warring factions in Ye-
men finally came together in Geneva for proximity talks brokered by the UN Envoy for Yemen 
Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed.  Unfortunately, these talks ended without an agreement. Ireland 
supports the peace talks and their aims of funding agreement on a ceasefire, consensus on a 
political way forward for Yemen as well as the securing of humanitarian access so that so that 
vital assistance to the most vulnerable can be delivered immediately.

 In March of this year, Ireland contributed €500,000 to the Yemen Humanitarian Response 
Fund, matching a similar contribution made in 2014.  Ireland also supports Oxfam and the 
ICRC who are working on the humanitarian response to the crisis in Yemen.

 I share the disappointment expressed by the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon on Mon-
day of this week that the weeklong unconditional humanitarian pause negotiated by the UN, 
which was to start on Friday 10 July, did not take hold.

 The EU has already made its position on the crisis very clear, including our full support for 
the UN-led efforts, and I do not expect that Yemen will be discussed at the next meeting of the 
EU Foreign Affairs Council on 20 July.

16/07/2015WRLL02450Foreign Conflicts

16/07/2015WRLL02500630. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will 
provide an update on the Government’s and non-governmental organisations’ efforts to secure 
the release of hostages held by Boko Haram; the discussions held at an European Union level 
on this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30197/15]

16/07/2015WRLL02600Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The brutal activi-
ties of Boko Haram continue to represent a serious threat to the peace and security of Nigeria, 
and to the wider region, including Cameroon, Chad and Niger.  They also involve the clear and 
persistent abuse of human rights, especially of women and girls, and a direct threat to the pro-
vision of education and education facilities.  The abduction over a year ago of more than 200 
schoolgirls from Chibok appalled the world.  It has been one of a number of attacks on defence-
less young people, seeking to destroy their education and their futures.
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I cannot speak for the work being undertaken by Non-Governmental Organisations.

The Government has consistently condemned the acts of violence being perpetrated by 
Boko Haram.  Most recently, at a meeting convened by the Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights on 30 June and at a Special Session of the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva 
on 1 April, we highlighted the terrible human rights and humanitarian impact of the terrorist 
violence.  The extent of the humanitarian crisis has also been emphasised by EU Foreign Affairs 
Ministers, most recently at the Foreign Affairs Council on 9 February.  The EU has pledged 
to continue providing immediate relief to those in need and to increase its efforts at a regional 
level.  Ireland recently provided some €1 million in humanitarian stocks to the NGO, Plan, for 
Nigerian refugees fleeing Boko Haram who are living in camps in northern Cameroon.

It is the responsibility of the new Nigerian Government, as well as of its military authori-
ties, to create a secure environment in which the human rights of civilians are promoted and 
protected, including in those areas affected by Boko Haram.

The recent military success in pushing Boko Haram back from major towns in north-eastern 
Nigeria provides an opportunity to bring the conflict to an end and it is critically important 
that the recently-established Multinational Joint Taskforce of troops from Nigeria, Cameroon, 
Chad, Niger and Benin continues its efforts to protect innocent people and to defeat the Boko 
Haram terrorists.

The new President of Nigeria, Muhammadu Buhari, was inaugurated on 29 May.  I welcome 
his recent comments on the need to address corruption and security threats, including those 
posed by Boko Haram.  I would again urge the Government of Nigeria to commit the necessary 
resources to finding the girls and returning them to their families and their education.

I will continue to monitor the situation through our Embassy in Abuja, which is in regular 
contact with the Government of Nigeria on developments, and will ensure, with our EU part-
ners, that we maintain the focus on the human rights abuses being perpetrated against innocent 
civilians, and especially young people, in the region.

16/07/2015WRLL02650Departmental Reports

16/07/2015WRLL02700631. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade when his De-
partment’s annual report for 2014 will be published. [30214/15]

16/07/2015WRLL02800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Annual Re-
ports of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade for 2013 and 2014 will be published 
jointly before the end of 2015.  The reports will be published online on my Department’s web-
site and in both official languages.

16/07/2015WRLL02850Consular Services Representations

16/07/2015WRLL02900632. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if the Irish 
Government has formally requested the release of a person (details supplied) under a presiden-
tial decree; and if not, his plans to do so. [30302/15]

16/07/2015WRLL03000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can confirm that 
the Government formally supported an application by the citizen’s legal team for release under 
the Presidential decree on foreign prisoners in February 2015. 
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16/07/2015WRLL03050Consular Services Representations

16/07/2015WRLL03100633. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the position 
in respect of a person (details supplied); if representations have been made by Ireland to the 
Government of Pakistan on that person’s behalf, in particular to ensure the person’s health and 
safety is protected and that the person is released; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30309/15]

16/07/2015WRLL03200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I remain very con-
cerned about this case and my Department avails of every opportunity to convey our concerns 
at this conviction.

Ireland does not have a resident Embassy in Pakistan, and our Embassy in Turkey is accred-
ited to Pakistan.  The former Irish Ambassador accredited to Pakistan (from Ankara, Turkey) 
conveyed our concern at this conviction on a number of occasions to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in Islamabad, most recently in early November 2014.  In the course of his meetings 
there in November 2014, he met with a senior Pakistani Foreign Ministry representative and 
raised this case, noting that it is a matter of grave concern in Ireland.  Officials in my Depart-
ment have also raised this case, and our concerns regarding the blasphemy laws and persecution 
of Christians generally, with the Embassy of Pakistan.

The European Union also continues to raise this conviction with the Pakistan authorities, 
including through the EU Delegation in Islamabad. In the course of a statement made on behalf 
of the then EU High Representative Catherine Ashton at a plenary session of the European Par-
liament in Strasbourg on 22 October 2014, it was noted that the EU, particularly its Delegation 
in Islamabad, would continue to both follow the case closely and to advocate for the verdict to 
be overturned.  While not trying to intervene in an ongoing court case, the Statement noted that 
the EU would use any opportunity to raise this case and the wider issues of the death penalty 
and blasphemy law, with Pakistan.

On 18 October 2014, a spokesperson for the European External Action Service expressed 
deep concern and sadness at the High Court decision to uphold this conviction.  They also 
called on Pakistan to ensure for all its citizens, full respect of human rights as guaranteed by 
international conventions to which it is party.

The EU Special Representative for Human Rights, Mr Stavros Lambrinidis, also visited 
Pakistan in October 2014 where he held an in depth dialogue with the Pakistan authorities on 
key human rights issues. 

A spokesperson for the European External Action Service issued a statement on executions 
in Pakistan on 10 June 2015, in which the EU Spokesperson reiterated its opposition to capital 
punishment in all cases, and called on Pakistan to reinstitute the moratorium on executions and 
to fully respect all of its international obligations.

Ireland strongly condemns all forms of persecution on the basis of religion or belief, irre-
spective of where they occur or who the victims are. We attach great importance to combatting 
all forms of discrimination based on religion or belief and incitement to religious hatred.  We 
firmly believe in tolerance, non-discrimination, freedom of expression, freedom of thought, 
conscience, religion or belief.  Ireland is deeply concerned by the persecution of Christians.

Ireland and the EU consistently press for effective action to counter the persecution of mi-
norities in all relevant international fora, including at the United Nations General Assembly and 
the United Nations Human Rights Council, of which Ireland is currently a member.  Ireland 
reiterated its commitment to defending the right to freedom of religion or belief during a recent 
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UN Security Council debate on the victims of attacks and abuses on ethnic or religious grounds 
in the Middle East, on 27 March 2015.  I personally highlighted the issue when I addressed the 
UN General Assembly in New York on 29 September 2014 and the UN Human Rights Council 
at its 28th session in March 2015.  I also raised it during my meetings with the UN Secretary 
General, Ban Ki-moon, in September 2014 and May 2015.

Ireland also works within and alongside the EU to address the persecution of Christians and 
other religious minorities, notably with the EU Guidelines on Freedom of Religion or Belief 
adopted during Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the European Union in 2013.  These 
Guidelines provide EU officials with an overview of the legal and policy framework within 
which the right to freedom of religion or belief is protected.

Ireland will also continue to raise the issue of the persecution of Christians, through its of-
ficial bilateral contacts with the countries in question, stressing the responsibility of the govern-
ment to protect all citizens and minorities, irrespective of their religion or belief.

I can assure the Deputy that Ireland will continue to actively support freedom of religion or 
belief across our foreign policy.

16/07/2015WRLL03250Consular Services Representations

16/07/2015WRLL03300634. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his Depart-
ment will review its discussions with the Egyptian authorities in the case of a person (details 
supplied) [30379/15]

16/07/2015WRLL03400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department 
has a very clear strategy in place focussed on achieving a positive outcome at the earliest time 
possible.  That strategy is based on two clear objectives: firstly to see this individual released 
by the Egyptian authorities so that he can return to his family and his studies in Ireland and, 
secondly, to provide consular support for his welfare while he remains in detention.

To further those objectives I have discussed the case with my Egyptian counterpart on a 
number of occasions, and we have agreed to keep our channels of communication open.  More-
over, at official level, my Department remains in ongoing contact with the relevant Egyptian 
authorities, both in Cairo and through the Embassy of Egypt in Dublin.

Any decision to release this individual will ultimately be taken by the Egyptian authorities, 
and it is therefore the Government’s considered view, supported by decades of diplomatic ex-
perience in other consular cases and extensive consultation with states which have had citizens 
in similar circumstances, that the firm and measured diplomatic approach we are taking remains 
our best hope to return this citizen to Ireland at the earliest possible date. In this context, the 
Deputy will appreciate how important it is that we continue to maintain good bilateral relations 
with Egypt.

Nonetheless, we continue to review our approach in line with developments and retain the 
flexibility to adjust our approach as and when that may be required.

16/07/2015WRMM00200Humanitarian Aid

16/07/2015WRMM00300635. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 502 of 23 June 2015, if any of his officials visited Tbilisi in 
Georgia to gather first-hand information on the damage caused, and to assess what practical as-
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sistance Ireland can provide; if he has been in contact with his counterpart in Georgia offering 
assistance, in particular Irish expertise in flood defence measures, to help prevent a recurrence 
of damage caused by flooding. [30391/15]

16/07/2015WRMM00400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The flooding in 
Tbilisi last month had terrible consequences, including a death toll of at least 20.  I wrote at the 
time to my Georgian counterpart to express the deepest condolences of the Irish Government.  
More recently, President Higgins attended a memorial service in Dublin for the victims of the 
floods, at which the Georgian Chargé d’Affaires and members of the Georgian community in 
Ireland were present.  My Department was represented at official level.Ireland’s humanitarian 
funding is channelled through our UN and NGO partners, and no request has been made to date 
by UN humanitarian response operations to deploy members of Ireland’s Rapid Response Corps 
to Georgia to assist with relief efforts and the clean-up, nor have we received any requests for 
humanitarian funding from our NGO partners. The EU is providing €400,000 in humanitarian 
assistance for families affected by the floods.  This funding is supporting the Georgian Red 
Cross and Non-Governmental Organisations to deliver relief, including food, household items, 
and water, sanitation and hygiene support.  In addition, up to €3 million will be made available 
by the EU to help provide durable housing solutions.   We will continue to monitor the situation 
closely and will work through the EU in providing assistance to the people of Georgia at this 
difficult time.

Irish officials closely monitored the situation in the aftermath of the flooding. In particular 
Irish citizens resident in Georgia were contacted to establish if any had suffered as a result of the 
flooding.  I can confirm to the House that no Irish citizen was among the victims of this tragedy.

16/07/2015WRMM00500Election Monitoring Missions

16/07/2015WRMM00600636. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 504 of 23 June 2015, if any additional persons have been added 
to the election observation roster since it was established in May 2013; if so, on what basis; 
if he will detail the expertise the assessors had in assessing linguistic and computer skills; if 
he will specify the way the assessors evaluate the language skills of the various applicants; if 
this involved an oral testing of the applicants; his views on whether his Department’s selection 
process meets the high standards expected by the European Union and the Organisation for Se-
curity and Co-operation in Europe; his views on whether the current model of selection would 
stand up to review through the Irish courts system, such as from roster members who were not 
selected but who have significantly better qualifications and experience than those who were; if 
he will commission an independent review of the roster system, including selection processes; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30392/15]

16/07/2015WRMM00700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Further to my reply 
to Question No 713 of 14 July 2015 on this matter, I can confirm that the election observation 
roster maintained by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade was established in May 
2013 for a period of five years, following a review of the previous roster and a public call for 
applicants.  The aim is to ensure that, when requested, Ireland is represented at an appropriate 
level in international election observation missions organised in the main by the OSCE and 
the EU.   An independent appraisal and ranking of all 263 eligible applicants was undertaken 
by two assessors external to the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, against four criteria 
specifically related to election observation.  These criteria were experience of election observa-
tion; knowledge of human rights and /or governance issues; language skills; and experience of 
challenging environments.
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Arising from this, the 200 individuals who achieved the highest scores were selected to 
serve on the new election observation roster and a reserve panel of the next 10 highest scoring 
individuals was also established, from which replacements would be drawn should any mem-
bers leave the roster during the five year period.  Since its formation, four members have re-
signed from the roster.  Three replacements drawn from the reserve list in order of ranking have 
been appointed to the roster and the process of appointing the fourth replacement is underway.

Ireland actively participates in the European Commission and European External Action 
Service - led European Observation network, which brings together election observation Focal 
Points from all EU Member States, together with Norway, Switzerland and Canada.  The net-
work facilities exchange of information and international best practice on all aspects of election 
monitoring and roster administration and helps to ensure that we are acting in accordance with 
that best practice.

I am satisfied that all applicants have been treated fairly and impartially and all unsuccessful 
applicants were invited to request feedback on their applications. Furthermore the independent 
review process which was established has facilitated two applicant reviews.  In both cases, the 
reviewer was of the view that the scoring of both applications was fair and impartial across all 
four published criteria. I am confident that the current roster is well equipped to deal with the 
requisite requirements of the EU and OSCE.  The Department will keep the process under re-
view taking into account developments in the EU and OSCE context.

16/07/2015WRMM00800Official Engagements

16/07/2015WRMM00900637. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will 
report on any meetings he or his officials had with the Speaker of the Iranian Parliament, Mr. 
Ali Larijani, during his visit here in June 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30407/15]

16/07/2015WRMM01000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The visit of Speak-
er Larijani was an interparliamentary occasion, and so his main engagements were with the 
Oireachtas.  I met him for a courtesy call on 16 June, and in the event the meeting provided a 
good opportunity to discuss some current issues. My key message to Mr. Larijani was to en-
courage the Iranian authorities to go the extra distance in the nuclear negotiations in Vienna and 
ensure that an agreement was reached.  I underlined Ireland’s attachment to the Nuclear Non 
Proliferation Treaty, and the positive impact a successful outcome could have in a troubled re-
gion.  I said that Ireland and the EU would fully support the implementation of any agreement 
by all parties.   Thankfully, we have all seen in recent days the successful conclusion of the 
nuclear negotiations, which is greatly to be welcomed.

I discussed with Dr. Larijani the prospects for expansion of our bilateral trade, while noting 
that of course the removal of sanctions following a nuclear agreement would be a key element 
in achieving such growth.

I discussed with him the numerous crises affecting the Middle East region, in particular the 
situation in Iraq and in Yemen.  I also drew attention to the role being played by Irish peace-
keepers in the region, and our concern for their safety.

In relation to human rights concerns in Iran, we discussed the treatment of some minorities 
in Iran including Baha’i and some Christian denominations, and the use of the death penalty.
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16/07/2015WRMM01100Aistear Curriculum Framework

16/07/2015WRMM01200638. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills in view of the roll-
out of education inspections in early years settings from September 2015, the supports she has 
put in place for a comprehensive roll-out of Aistear the early childhood curriculum framework. 
[29914/15]

16/07/2015WRMM01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department, in con-
junction with the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment, launched a new Aistear / 
Síolta Practice Guide.  This Practice Guide distils the key principles of Aistear, the national ear-
ly childhood curriculum framework, and Síolta, the national quality framework for early years 
services. It is intended to be a practical guide for early years practitioners on how to implement 
the two frameworks.  It includes a number of podcasts and examples of children’s learning and 
development that will illustrate how the key principles of Aistear and Siolta can be applied in 
any early years setting. Phase 1 of the Practice Guide was made available on-line via the NCCA 
website, www.ncca.ie/en/Practice-Guide in March 2015.  The second – and final phase – of the 
Practice Guide will be made available during the Autumn.The Practice Guide will be a resource 
for all early years practitioners who wish to improve the quality of their practice across the early 
years sector.  It will also serve to assist the new Better Start team, that have been established 
by the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, in their work in strengthening quality in early 
years services. Unlike the school sector, there is no funding stream for Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD) for early years practitioners.  My Department is participating in an inter-
Departmental group on Future Investment in Childcare.  The funding of CPD for the early years 
sector will be one of the options proposed.

16/07/2015WRMM01400Schools Establishment

16/07/2015WRMM01500639. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the num-
ber of current primary school students living within 3 km of a site (details supplied) indicates 
that the site is viable as a location for a post primary school, as has been provided for in the draft 
local area plan; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30358/15]

16/07/2015WRMM01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The site reservation to 
which the Deputy refers is for a primary school and not a post-primary school as referred to 
in the Deputy’s question.School planning is carried out on the basis of defined geographical 
areas known as school feeder areas.  The demographics of an entire feeder area are taken into 
consideration when determining additional or new school accommodation needs.The basis for 
this is that, schools within a feeder area are expected, between them, to cater for the level of 
overall demand presenting for school places in their feeder areas.  In this regard, parents resi-
dent within a feeder area may opt for particular schools for various reasons such as ethos and/
or language medium of instruction.In February of this year, I announced the provision of a new 
primary school for the feeder area in question to commence operation in 2016.  In accordance 
with school planning methodology, the provision of this school will be in addition to existing 
provision to meet the overall demographic needs of the school feeder area as opposed to making 
provision for a smaller localised area.The Local area plan referred to covers part of the feeder 
area for which a new school has been announced.  The reservation in that LAP was made on 
foot of submissions made by this Department in anticipation of future need.  My Department 
will, in due course, be working with the local authority to establish the location for the new 
school, which will include an evaluation of the current reservation and any reservations in the 
wider area to assess their suitability.
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16/07/2015WRMM01700Special Educational Needs Data

16/07/2015WRMM01800640. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
students in primary, secondary and third level education who have dyslexia; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [29568/15]

16/07/2015WRMM01900641. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Education and Skills the supports that 
her Department provides to students with dyslexia at primary and secondary levels; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [29569/15]

16/07/2015WRMM02000642. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Education and Skills the annual amount 
spent by her Department in supporting students with dyslexia in the education system; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [29570/15]

16/07/2015WRMM02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 640 to 642, inclusive, together.I wish to advise the Deputy that all schools have 
been allocated additional teaching resources to cater for children with high incidence special 
educational needs, including Specific Learning Disability (SLD), of which dyslexia is one such 
Specific Learning Disability. All mainstream Primary schools have been allocated additional 
teaching resources under the General Allocation Model (GAM) to cater for children with high 
incidence special educational needs, including SLDs.  It is a matter for individual schools to 
use their professional judgement to identify pupils who will receive this support and to use the 
resources available to the school to intervene at the appropriate level with such pupils. Schools 
are supported in this regard by the National Educational Psychological Services. All Post Pri-
mary schools have also been allocated additional teaching resources for pupils with high inci-
dence special educational needs, including SLDs. As the allocation of support for pupils with 
SLDs is managed locally by schools, my Department does not hold details of the number of 
students with dyslexia receiving support locally, as schools are not required to apply directly to 
my Department for learning support for Specific Learning Disabilities such as dyslexia. Simi-
larly, it is not possible to provide information sought regarding expenditure in this area. I can 
advise, however, that the recently published National Council for Special Education (NCSE) 
report on Supporting Students Special Educational Needs in Schools sets out that 0.5% of the 
student population in Ireland is estimated to have a SLD. I can also advise that my Department 
provides guidelines for schools in relation to the utilisation of additional teaching resources 
which have been allocated to them for pupils with high incidence special educational needs. 
These include Circular SpEd 02/05, Inclusion of Pupils with Special Educational Needs Post 
Primary Guidelines and the National Educational Psychological Services (NEPS) Continuum 
of Support Guidelines. My Department provides funding for a number of special schools and 
special classes attached to mainstream primary schools which have been sanctioned to meet 
the needs of children with SLDs.  There are 4 Special Schools and 12 Special Classes attached 
to mainstream Primary schools catering for pupils with SLD. An information resource pack on 
dyslexia in CD-ROM, DVD and video format, has been developed by my Department in as-
sociation with the Department of Education in Northern Ireland.  This product has been made 
available to all primary and post-primary schools.  The DVD and video provides support for 
parents of pupils with dyslexia while the CD-ROM assists teachers who are teaching children 
with dyslexia in the mainstream classroom. Further resources provided to schools to support 
pupils with dyslexia include special arrangements at state exams, funding towards the purchase 
of specialised equipment such as computers and/or software as well as additional training for 
teachers who support children with Dyslexia, through the Special Education Support Service 
(SESS).Finally, I wish to advise the Deputy that the Fund for Students with Disabilities (FSD) 
provides additional funding to both further and higher education institutions for the provision 
of services and supports for full-time students with disabilities.  The National Access Office has 
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advised my Department that 4,606 students with SLDs were supported by the FSD in 2013/14.

16/07/2015WRMM02200Schools Building Projects Status

16/07/2015WRMM02300643. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the proposed project for a school (details supplied) in County Cavan; when this project 
is likely to go to tender; the likely timescale for construction and provision of new permanent 
accommodation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29572/15]

16/07/2015WRMM02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The project to provide 
permanent accommodation for the school to which the Deputy refers is currently at Stage 2a 
(Developed Design) of the architectural planning process. A tender exercise for a replacement 
Consultant Mechanical & Electrical Engineer has just been completed.  The newly appointed 
Replacement Engineer will engage with the other members of the design team to complete 
Stage 2(a) to be followed by the conclusion of Stage 2(b). Planning Permission, Fire Safety 
Certification and Disability Access Certification have been secured.  The conclusion of Stage 
2(b) will include the preparation of tender documents.Due to competing demands on my De-
partment’s capital budget, imposed by the need to prioritise the limited funding available for the 
provision of additional school accommodation to meet increasing demographic requirements, 
it was not possible to include this project in the 5 year construction programme announced in 
March 2012.School building projects, including the project referred to by the Deputy, which 
have been initiated but not included in the current five year construction programme will con-
tinue to be progressed to final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds 
being available to my Department in the future.

16/07/2015WRMM02500Departmental Programmes

16/07/2015WRMM02600644. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills her Depart-
ment’s priorities for the remainder of this Dáil; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[29583/15]

16/07/2015WRMM02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department’s priority for the remainder of this Dáil is the implementation of the rel-
evant commitments in the Programme for Government, published in 2011, and in the Statement 
of Government Priorities 2014-2016, issued by the Taoiseach and the Tánaiste in July 2014.

16/07/2015WRMM02800Special Educational Needs Service Provision

16/07/2015WRMM02900645. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she 
will reinstate the current level of special needs assistance support in a school (details supplied) 
in County Kildare, given her recent announcement allocating over 600 new special needs as-
sistant posts to schools for the upcoming year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[29593/15]

16/07/2015WRMM03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network of local Special Educational 
Needs Organisers (SENOs) for allocating resource teachers and Special Needs Assistants 
(SNAs) to schools to support children with special educational needs. The NCSE operates with-
in my Department’s criteria in allocating such support. The criteria by which SNA support is 
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allocated to pupils is set out in my Department’s Circular 0030/2014.It is important to note that 
each school’s allocation of SNA support can change from year to year and may be increased 
or decreased as students who qualify for SNA support enrol or leave a school.  New students 
with care needs may, or may not, enrol to replace students who have left, for example, or SNA 
allocations may be decreased where a child’s care needs have diminished over time.The deploy-
ment of SNAs within schools is then a matter for the individual Principal/Board of Manage-
ment. SNAs should be deployed by the school in a manner which best meets the care support 
requirements of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has been allocated.  
It is a matter for schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis of individual need, 
which allows schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised.All schools were asked to 
apply for SNA support for the 2015/16 school year by 18th March 2015.  The NCSE also con-
tinued to accept applications after this date in recognition that enrolments may not have been 
completed or where assessments were not completed. The NCSE has now published details of 
SNA allocations for schools for September 2015 on its website. Details of the manner in which 
a school or parent may appeal the level of SNA or resource teaching allocation which has been 
made to support a child in school, to the NCSE, is set out at www.ncse.ie.All schools have the 
contact details of their local SENO, while Parents may also contact their local SENO directly 
to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the contact details available on www.
ncse.ie.

16/07/2015WRMM03100Special Educational Needs Service Provision

16/07/2015WRMM03200646. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
review the proposed cut to the provision of special needs assistants at a primary school (details 
supplied) in County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29595/15]

16/07/2015WRMM03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network of local Special Educational 
Needs Organisers (SENOs) for allocating resource teachers and Special Needs Assistants 
(SNAs) to schools to support children with special educational needs. The NCSE operates with-
in my Department’s criteria in allocating such support. The criteria by which SNA support is 
allocated to pupils is set out in my Department’s Circular 0030/2014.It is important to note that 
each school’s allocation of SNA support can change from year to year and may be increased 
or decreased as students who qualify for SNA support enrol or leave a school.  New students 
with care needs may, or may not, enrol to replace students who have left, for example, or SNA 
allocations may be decreased where a child’s care needs have diminished over time.The deploy-
ment of SNAs within schools is then a matter for the individual Principal/Board of Manage-
ment. SNAs should be deployed by the school in a manner which best meets the care support 
requirements of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has been allocated.  
It is a matter for schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis of individual need, 
which allows schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised.All schools were asked to 
apply for SNA support for the 2015/16 school year by 18th March 2015.  The NCSE also con-
tinued to accept applications after this date in recognition that enrolments may not have been 
completed or where assessments were not completed. The NCSE has now published details of 
SNA allocations for schools for September 2015 on its website. Details of the manner in which 
a school or parent may appeal the level of SNA or resource teaching allocation which has been 
made to support a child in school, to the NCSE, is set out at www.ncse.ie.All schools have the 
contact details of their local SENO, while Parents may also contact their local SENO directly 
to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the contact details available on www.
ncse.ie.
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16/07/2015WRMM03400Special Educational Needs Service Provision

16/07/2015WRMM03500647. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding the allocation of special needs assistants to two new classes at a school (details sup-
plied) in County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29617/15]

16/07/2015WRMM03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network 
of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) for allocating resource teachers and 
Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) to schools to support children with special educational needs. 
The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support. The criteria by 
which SNA support is allocated to pupils is set out in my Department’s Circular 0030/2014.Once 
allocated, the deployment of SNAs within schools is then a matter for the individual Principal/
Board of Management. SNAs should be deployed by the school in a manner which best meets 
the care support requirements of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has 
been allocated.  It is a matter for schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis of 
individual need, which allows schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised.All schools 
were asked to apply for SNA support for the 2015/16 school year by 18th March 2015.  The 
NCSE also continued to accept applications after this date in recognition that enrolments may 
not have been completed or where assessments were not completed. The NCSE has now pub-
lished details of SNA allocations for schools for September 2015 on its website. The NCSE has 
confirmed to my Department that the SNA allocation for the school in question for the 2015/16 
school year provides a sufficient level of support to cater for the care needs of all qualifying 
children in the context of the applications received for 2015/16. Details of the manner in which 
a school or parent may appeal the level of SNA or resource teaching allocation which has been 
made to support a child in school, to the NCSE, is set out at www.ncse.ie.All schools have the 
contact details of their local SENO, while Parents may also contact their local SENO directly 
to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the contact details available on www.
ncse.ie. 

16/07/2015WRMM03700EU Funding

16/07/2015WRMM03800648. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason an 
application was not made to the EU Globalisation Adjustment Fund in respect of the former 
workers of a company (details supplied) in County Monaghan; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [29628/15]

16/07/2015WRMM03900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
I refer the Deputy to the answer to PQ No. 450 of 6th May 2015 on this matter wherein I high-
lighted that under Regulation (EU) No. 1309/2013 governing the European Globalisation Ad-
justment Fund (EGF) a derogation is permitted from the standard minimum number of at least 
500 redundancies caused as a result of the adverse impacts of globalisation which is normally 
required before an EGF application can be made. However, this derogation which is provided 
for under Article 4(2) of the Regulation requires that  a Member State must demonstrate that 
exceptional circumstances pertain including in terms of the serious impact on employment 
and the local, regional or national economy. The Department has to date made two successful 
applications under Article 4(2) in the case of workers made redundant at Andersen Ireland in 
Rathkeale, Co. Limerick and Lufthansa Technik Airmotive Ireland, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin. In 
both cases the Department was able to produce robust and demonstrable data proving serious 
economic and local, regional or sectoral labour market impacts that were accepted by the EU 
authorities. A third such application, linked to the LTAI case, was made recently by the Depart-
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ment on 19th June 2015.The Department carefully examined the relevant factors and criteria 
in the case of the 140 workers made redundant at Bose, Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan based 
on the current information available in terms of justifying exceptional circumstances. However, 
the relevant data did not suggest on balance that the redundancies in question could be pre-
sented as an exceptional circumstance within the terms of the EGF Regulation.Following recent 
representations the Department has reviewed the situation and again taken into account, inter 
alia, the most recent unemployment data. However, this exercise, too, has failed to demonstrate 
the availability of sufficient data proving serious economic and labour market impacts to enable 
the Department to make an application to the EU for EGF co-funding support. Outside of the 
EGF context I understand that considerable assistance continues to be made available locally 
and regionally to the Bose workers through key service providers such as the Department of 
Social Protection, the Education and Training Boards and the Local Enterprise Offices.

16/07/2015WRMM04000Teacher Data

16/07/2015WRMM04100649. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of teach-
ers employed in counties Westmeath and Longford and nationally at the primary, secondary, 
and third level. [29642/15]

16/07/2015WRMM04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The information that is 
available in relation to the number of teachers in primary schools on a county basis as provided 
by the managerial authorities of the schools are published in the Statistics Section of my De-
partment’s website. The link to access the information is containd at www.education.ie/en/Pub-
lications/Statistics/Data-on-Individual-Schools/Statistics on a county basis are not compiled for 
the number of teachers in the second level sector but the information available in relation to 
the overall numbers is available on the website.The total number of Core Academic Staff in the 
third level sector at 30th June 2015 was 9265.

16/07/2015WRMM04300School Staffing

16/07/2015WRMM04400650. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of spe-
cial needs assistants and school secretaries employed in counties Westmeath and Longford. 
[29643/15]

16/07/2015WRMM04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that I recently announced that I had secured Government approval for an additional 610 Special 
Needs Assistant (SNA) posts which may be made available for allocation to schools to support 
children with special educational needs with assessed care needs. From the beginning of Sep-
tember, there will be 11,820 whole time equivalent SNA posts available in schools to support 
children with special educational needs with assessed care needs. This is the highest level of 
SNA allocation that we have ever had and builds on the increases of 365 additional SNA posts 
provided for in last year’s budget announcement and the 390 additional SNA posts announced 
in December 2013. In total there has been an increase of 11.7% in SNA posts available for al-
location to schools since this Government came to office. These extra posts will ensure that 
the Government’s policy of ensuring that every child who is assessed as needing SNA support 
will receive access to such support.I wish to advise the Deputy also that the National Council 
for Special Education(NCSE) is responsible, through its network of local Special Educational 
Needs Organisers (SENOs) for allocating SNA support for each school annually taking into ac-
count the assessed care needs of children qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school. The 
NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support which are set out in 
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my Department’s Circular 0030/2014.All schools were asked to apply for SNA support for the 
2015/16 school year by 18th March 2015. The NCSE also continued to accept applications after 
this date in recognition that enrolments may not have been completed or where assessments 
were not completed. The NCSE has now published details of SNA allocations for schools for 
September 2015 on its website, which are available to view on a per county basis. The listing 
indicates that a total of 304 SNAs have been allocated to schools in Counties Longford and 
Westmeath for the coming school year. Finally, I wish to advise the Deputy that my Depart-
ment does not gather information in relation to the number of secretaries employed by schools. 
The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools in the Free Education Scheme now 
receive capitation grant assistance to provide for secretarial (and/or caretaking) services. Within 
the capitation grant schemes, it is a matter for each individual school to decide how best to ap-
ply the grant funding to suit its particular needs and the Department does not stipulate how sec-
retarial services are to be obtained. Where a school uses the grant funding to employ a secretary, 
such staff are employees of individual schools.

16/07/2015WRNN00200Schools Data

16/07/2015WRNN00300651. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills The number of 
schools constructed to date within counties Westmeath and Longford. [29644/15]

16/07/2015WRNN00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Over the period 2011 to 
date (mid-July 2015) a total of seven large scale projects were completed in counties Longford 
and Westmeath. These projects comprise the following:Two new primary schools and one new 
post-primary school.Two large scale extensions at primary level and two large extensions at 
post-primary level. 

16/07/2015WRNN00500Schools Building Projects Status

16/07/2015WRNN00600652. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school 
(details supplied) in County Galway will be going to tender as the project is urgent and all de-
sign is complete and approved by her Department and the necessary planning permission is in 
place; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29681/15]

16/07/2015WRNN00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is currently at an advanced stage of Architectural Planning - Stage 
2b (Detailed Design) which includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire Cert, Dis-
ability Access Cert and the preparation of Tender Documents. All statutory approvals have 
been secured.The Stage 2b submission has been reviewed by my Department and the Design 
Team have been requested to submit final confirmations that they are satisfied that the Tender 
Documents are complete, correct and in compliance with the requirements of the Departments 
Guidelines and the Building Control (Amendment) Regulations (BC(A)R) 2014.However, due 
to competing demands on my Department’s capital budget imposed by the need to prioritise 
the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation to meet in-
creasing demographic requirements it was not possible to include this project in the 5 year con-
struction programme announced in March 2012.School building projects, including the project 
for this school, which have been initiated but not included in the current five year construction 
programme will continue to be progressed to final planning stages in anticipation of the pos-
sibility of further funds being available to my Department in the future.
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16/07/2015WRNN00800Schools Building Projects Status

16/07/2015WRNN00900653. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will ap-
prove a devolved grant application by a school (details supplied) in County Mayo to address the 
inadequacy of accommodation which results in classes being conducted in the school corridor 
on a regular basis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29682/15]

16/07/2015WRNN01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I am pleased to confirm to 
the Deputy that funding has recently been approved to the school in question for the provision 
of two resource rooms. A letter confirming this decision has issued to the school.

16/07/2015WRNN01100School Curriculum

16/07/2015WRNN01200654. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the 
secondary school curriculum keeps changing on a regular basis; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [29706/15]

16/07/2015WRNN01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Junior Cycle curricu-
lum was last changed in 1989.  The new Junior Cycle reform is being phased in from September 
2014 until September 2019.  This phasing in approach is to enable the NCCA to prepare new 
specifications, to allow school leaders and teachers to prepare for the new subjects including 
the provision of CPD, so that students can have a quality learning experience.At Senior Cycle 
subjects are reviewed and are phased in over a period of time.  The most recent change was to 
mathematics.  Other subjects will be introduced on a phased basis. Thus change is carried out 
in an agreed manner with the key partners.  However, it is important to note that changes to 
individual subjects happen in a managed way.

16/07/2015WRNN01400School Textbooks Rental Scheme

16/07/2015WRNN01500655. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a rental book 
scheme will be put in place for every school; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[29707/15]

16/07/2015WRNN01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The previous Minister  
launched new “Guidelines for Developing Textbook Rental Schemes in Schools” on the 28th 
January 2013. These Guidelines provide practical advice to primary and post-primary schools 
on how rental schemes can be established and operated. The aim of the Guidelines is to help 
as many schools as possible to start such book rental programmes.Schools which already have 
book rental schemes can save parents up to 80% of the cost of buying new books.A special 
“Guide for Parents” was also published, to inform them of how the schemes operate and how 
parents can help schools to establish and run them.The National Parents’ Council surveyed the 
views of their members in relation to currently operating book rental schemes.Parents have re-
ported that where book rental schemes operate, they are open to all parents in 95% of cases, and 
that the cost per child is under €40 per year in a considerable majority of schools. Perhaps most 
tellingly, the survey has found that 93% of parents believe that book rental schemes help with 
the costs of educating a child.Budget 2014 provided funding of €5 million per annum for three 
years to support the establishment of book rental schemes in primary schools that did not oper-
ate such schemes. DEIS schools will receive €150 per child and non-DEIS schools will receive 
€100 per child in seed capital to establish book rental schemes. The schools which qualified for 
funding under this scheme received 70% of their funding in 2014 and received the remaining 
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30% in May 2015.As previously announced primary schools that were operating book rental 
schemes prior to 2014 will also benefit from this funding. These schools will receive €18 per 
pupil in mainstream schools and €20 per pupil in DEIS schools over two year period or €7 or €8 
per pupil in 2015 and €11 or €12 in 2016. Every primary school has now been given the oppor-
tunity to benefit from the funding secured for the School Book Rental Scheme.My Department 
also provides  €15m annually on book grants for all schools, which can be used for the main-
tenance and upkeep of book rental stock. The Department gathers information from schools 
as to whether they operate book rental schemes. The most recent figures available at primary 
level indicate that 94% of primary schools operate a book rental scheme. The most recent fig-
ures available at second level indicate that 68% of second level schools operate book rental 
schemes.Ensuring that book rental schemes are available to all parents must therefore clearly 
be our aim.As I have stated every primary school has been given the opportunity to benefit from 
the funding secured for the School Book Rental Scheme and I would urge the remaining second 
level schools to set up book rental schemes.

16/07/2015WRNN01700Special Educational Needs Service Provision

16/07/2015WRNN01800656. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
ensure a special needs assistant is provided in respect of a child (details supplied) in Dublin 9; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29709/15]

16/07/2015WRNN01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network of local Special Educational 
Needs Organisers (SENOs) for allocating resource teachers and Special Needs Assistants 
(SNAs) to schools to support children with special educational needs. The NCSE operates 
within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support. The criteria by which SNA sup-
port is allocated to pupils is set out in my Department’s Circular 0030/2014.The deployment of 
SNAs within schools is then a matter for the individual Principal/Board of Management. SNAs 
should be deployed by the school in a manner which best meets the care support requirements 
of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has been allocated. It is a matter 
for schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis of individual need, which allows 
schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised.All schools were asked to apply for SNA 
support for the 2015/16 school year by 18th March 2015. The NCSE also continued to accept 
applications after this date in recognition that enrolments may not have been completed or 
where assessments were not completed. The NCSE has now published details of SNA alloca-
tions for schools for September 2015 on its website. All schools have the contact details of their 
local SENO, while Parents may also contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s 
special educational needs, using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie.

16/07/2015WRNN02000Student Grant Scheme Reform

16/07/2015WRNN02100657. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to 
review the income criteria for Student Universal Support Ireland grants and to base the award-
ing of grants on net pay rather than gross pay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[29712/15]

16/07/2015WRNN02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The rates of grant and the 
income thresholds for the Student Grant Scheme are announced annually as part of the Budget. 
No changes to the rates or thresholds were included in Budget 2015. Student grant applications 
are means tested on gross income from all sources earned inside and outside the State within a 
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specified reference period. The means test arrangements of the Student Grant Scheme are ap-
plied nationally. The assessment of income from the same starting point is deemed to be fair 
and reasonable because this approach eliminates any distortion which might arise from differ-
ent spending decisions in different households. It is not proposed to depart from the existing 
arrangements for the determination of grant eligibility

16/07/2015WRNN02300Emergency Works Scheme Applications

16/07/2015WRNN02400658. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding an application under the emergency works scheme in respect of a school (details sup-
plied) in County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29723/15]

16/07/2015WRNN02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The management author-
ity of the school referred to by the Deputy has applied for funding under my Department’s 
Emergency Works Scheme for replacement of a boiler, front door and attic insulation at their 
school.The application is currently being assessed and the school authority will be notified of 
the outcome as quickly as possible.

16/07/2015WRNN02600Apprenticeship Programmes

16/07/2015WRNN02700659. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the annual 
spend on apprenticeship training in each year since 2010; the number of apprentices in training 
in each year; the way this is broken down across employment sectors; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [29774/15]

16/07/2015WRNN02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The information sought is 
provided in the following table.  An examination of the apprenticeship data demonstrates that 
the number of apprentices employed in the various sectors has declined over the period 2007-
2013, which reflects the lower level of activity within the wider economy, but in particular the 
construction sector.The number of active apprentices in apprenticeship training with SOLAS at 
the end of the 2014 stood at 6,913. However, there was a 40% increase in the number apprentice 
registrations in 2014 compared to 2013. The prognosis and forecast for future apprenticeships 
registrations remains strong. The number of apprentices being registered in 2015 by employ-
ers is 17% higher than the corresponding time in 2014. The increase in apprentice registra-
tion is primary being driven by employers in the electrical, engineering and motor sectors.The 
programme cost incurred for the delivery of the apprenticeship scheme has generally reduced 
since 2010. This reduction reflects a decline in the general apprentice and redundant apprentice 
populations. However, the expected programme costs for 2015 are forecasted to increase in line 
with growth in the apprentice population.

End of Year Live Population by Sector & Trade 2010 - July 13th 2015

(numbers of apprentices recorded as in employment at 31 December each year).

- 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 July 13th 
2015

Construction 
Total

3808 2761 1693 1197 1437 1531

Brick and 
Stonelaying

202 147 85 54 53 61



Questions - Written Answers

484

- 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 July 13th 
2015

Cabinet Mak-
ing

150 101 34 10 4 3

Carpentry 
and Joinery

1745 1169 718 406 471 547

Floor and 
Wall Tiling

21 15 7 4 2 1

Painting and 
Decorating

101 89 68 37 33 31

Plastering 175 115 63 40 28 34
Pipefitting 21
Plumbing 1396 1098 687 604 779 750
Stonecutting 
and Stonema-
sonry

0 0 0 0 16 19

Wood Ma-
chinery

5 4 2 0 0 0

Wood Manu-
facturing and 
Finishing

13 23 29 42 51 64

Electrical 
Total

3566 2997 2167 2030 2552 2812

Aircraft Me-
chanics

137 126 113 124 136 136

Electrical 3059 2557 1784 1622 2033 2252
Electrical 
Instrumenta-
tion

113 89 82 102 163 188

Electronic 
Security Sys-
tems

48 49 37 35 35 43

Instrumenta-
tion

19 16 17 17 25 26

Refrigeration 190 160 134 130 160 167
Engineering 
Total

964 943 893 1021 1233 1371

Farriery 23 32 31 23 20 26
Industrial 
Insulation

10 10 10 11 16 27

M.A.M.F. 421 392 359 395 480 512
Metal Fabri-
cation

370 361 322 365 441 502

Sheet Metal-
working

71 54 44 43 58 78

Toolmaking 69 94 127 184 218 226
Motor Total 1780 1586 1443 1440 1668 1873



16 July 2015

485

- 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 July 13th 
2015

Agricultural 
Mechanics

132 109 89 98 112 132

Construction 
Plant Fitting

163 142 127 147 166 187

Heavy Vehi-
cle Mechan-
ics

383 309 286 277 344 390

Motor Me-
chanics

914 861 808 815 932 1039

Vehicle Body 
Repairs

188 165 133 103 114 125

Printing & 
Paper Total

54 40 26 23 23 21

Printing  2 1 2 0 0 0
Bookbinding 1 1 0 0 0 0
Print Media 51 38 24 23 23 21
Grand Total 10172 6222 8327 5711 7668 6913

 

€’000 €’000 €’000 €’000 €’000 €’000 €’000
Cost per 
Year:*

68,015 43.353 32.166 27.942  25.900  34.800 

Budget for 
2015

*excludes provision costs in Institutes of Technology     
 

16/07/2015WRNN02900Special Educational Needs Service Provision

16/07/2015WRNN03000660. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will re-exam-
ine the special needs assistant allocation in respect of a school (details supplied) in County Cork 
in view of the complex needs of the children enrolled in the school which allowed for additional 
SNA allocations in previous years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29820/15]

16/07/2015WRNN03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network 
of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) for allocating resource teachers and 
Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) to schools to support children with special educational needs. 
The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support. The criteria by 
which SNA support is allocated to pupils is set out in my Department’s Circular 0030/2014.Once 
allocated, the deployment of SNAs within schools is then a matter for the individual Principal/
Board of Management. SNAs should be deployed by the school in a manner which best meets 
the care support requirements of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support 
has been allocated. It is a matter for schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis of 
individual need, which allows schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised.All schools 
were asked to apply for SNA support for the 2015/16 school year by 18th March 2015. The 
NCSE also continued to accept applications after this date in recognition that enrolments may 
not have been completed or where assessments were not completed. The NCSE has now pub-
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lished details of SNA allocations for schools for September 2015 on its website. The NCSE has 
confirmed to my Department that the SNA allocation for the school in question for the 2015/16 
school year provides a sufficient level of support to cater for the care needs of all qualifying 
children in the context of the applications received for 2015/16. Details of the manner in which 
a school or parent may appeal the level of SNA or resource teaching allocation which has been 
made to support a child in school, to the NCSE, is set out at www.ncse.ie.All schools have the 
contact details of their local SENO, while Parents may also contact their local SENO directly 
to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the contact details available on www.
ncse.ie.

16/07/2015WRNN03200School Transport Appeals

16/07/2015WRNN03300661. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will recon-
sider the refusal of school transport in respect of children (details supplied) in County Wicklow 
who have special needs and other illnesses. [29855/15]

16/07/2015WRNN03400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
Under the terms of my Department’s School Transport Scheme for Children with Special Edu-
cational Needs, children are eligible for transport where they: have special educational needs 
arising from a diagnosed disability in accordance with the designation of high and low inci-
dence disability set out in Department of Education and Skill’s (DES) Circular 02/05; and are 
attending the nearest recognised: mainstream school, special class/special school or a unit, that 
is or can be resourced, to meet their special educational needs. Eligibility is determined follow-
ing consultation with the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) through its network 
of Special Education Needs Organisers (SENO). An Application Form for school transport 
should be completed and signed by the Parents, School Principal and the SENO prior to or at 
the time of first enrolment.School Transport Section of my Department has not received an ap-
plication from the children in question to the school referred to by the Deputy.

16/07/2015WRNN03500Schools Building Projects Status

16/07/2015WRNN03600662. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing recent correspondence in respect of a school (details supplied) in County Tipperary; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [29861/15]

16/07/2015WRNN03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I can confirm that the school 
to which the Deputy refers submitted a major application for a new school building in Novem-
ber 2013. The current status of all applications, including for the Gaelscoil, in question, may be 
viewed on my Department’s website at www.education.ie To facilitate the provision of a new 
school building for the Gaelscoil, in question, a greenfield site will be required. In that regard, 
officials in my Department are currently working with officials from Tipperary County Council 
under the Memorandum of Understanding in relation to the identification and acquisition of 
a suitable permanent site for the Gaelscoil. My Department has apprised the Gaelscoil of the 
position. My Department has also been in contact with the Gaelscoil, in question, in relation 
to accommodation concerns, that it has raised, and is continuing to liaise with the Gaelscoil in 
that regard.

16/07/2015WRNN03800Schools Building Projects Status
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16/07/2015WRNN03900663. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing a school (details supplied) in County Tipperary that has applied for an extension; the time 
frame for completion of works; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29862/15]

16/07/2015WRNN04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The project referred to by 
the Deputy has recently completed the Design Team Appointment process.  The project is to 
provide for refurbishment of the listed building on site and an extension to provide overall 
accommodation for a 16 classroom school. My Department has already secured planning per-
mission for the project using in-house Architectural resources. The newly appointed design 
team will work on the basis established under that planning permission to bring this project 
through the remaining stages of the architectural planning process.Due to competing demands 
on my Department’s capital budget imposed by the need to prioritise the limited funding avail-
able for the provision of additional school accommodation to meet increasing demographic 
requirements it was not possible to include this project in the 5 year construction programme 
announced in March 2012.School building projects, including the project for this school, which 
have been initiated but not included in the current five year construction programme will con-
tinue to be progressed to final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds 
being available to my Department in the future.

16/07/2015WRNN04100Schools Building Projects Status

16/07/2015WRNN04200664. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will ap-
prove funding for additional works at a school (details supplied) in County Kildare [29868/15]

16/07/2015WRNN04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that additional funding has been approved for the school in question and the school 
authority has been informed. 

16/07/2015WRNN04400Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRNN04500665. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of 
investment from capital spending her Department has made to County Kildare since 2011; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [29899/15]

16/07/2015WRNN04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The capital allocation to 
schools in County Kildare from 2011 to end June 2015 amounted to €122.6m. In addition over 
the same period there was a capital allocation of €19.7m to Maynooth University.

16/07/2015WRNN04700Departmental Properties

16/07/2015WRNN04800666. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide an update on the current status of the legal transfer of property (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29962/15]

16/07/2015WRNN04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the religious congregation that owns existing school property has offered to transfer the 
property concerned to the State as part of its offer made in response to the publication of the re-
port of the Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse (the Ryan Report). My Department through 
the Chief State Solicitor’s Office is currently working with the Solicitors acting on behalf of 
the Congregation concerned on the legal procedures and mechanisms required to facilitate the 
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transfer of the property. The process is at an advanced stage.

16/07/2015WRNN05000Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

16/07/2015WRNN05100667. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will pro-
vide an update on the position for students in repeat years who wish to apply for grant assis-
tance which has caused confusion in the past; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[29983/15]

16/07/2015WRNN05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the Student Support 
Act 2011, applications for student grants are assessed with regard to the Student Grant Scheme 
and Student Support Regulations of the relevant year.In order to be approved for student grant 
funding, the eligibility criteria set out in this legislation must be satisfied and this includes that 
a student meets the criteria in relation to progression within their studies, Article 15 (5).A grant 
may not be paid in respect of a student doing a repeat period of study on the same or a different 
course, or where their chosen course of study is not demonstrating that the student is progress-
ing in their studies, Article 15 (6) & (7).  However, the Student Grant Scheme provides that an 
awarding authority has discretion to award and pay a grant in exceptional circumstances where 
a student is doing a repeat period of study or not meeting the progression criteria, Article 15 
(8).In such an instance, the discretion is applied in line with guidelines drawn up by the Minis-
ter for Education and Skills which are published each year and are available on SUSI’s website, 
www.susi.ie.The guidelines address that exceptional circumstances may arise which impact on 
a student completing a particular period of study or undertaking exams and that each applica-
tion for repeat funding must be treated on a case by case basis.

16/07/2015WRNN05300Departmental Advertising

16/07/2015WRNN05400668. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total cost of 
public advertising, statutory and non-statutory, funded by her Department in 2013 and 2014 
respectively; the corresponding figure for agencies under the control of her Department; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [30023/15]

16/07/2015WRNN05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): For the Deputy’s informa-
tion, the Department’s advertising costs in 2013 was €321,598.57 and in 2014 was €147,997.16. 
Expenditure on public advertisements is incurred in connection with a wide range of educa-
tional programmes and schemes including staff appointments in the education sector, invita-
tions to attend local hearings, invitations to forward submissions on education-related schemes/
projects, and invitations to tender for school building projects. Every effort is made to keep 
advertising costs as low as possible. With regard to bodies under the aegis of my Department, 
the information sought is a matter for each agency and is not collated centrally. If the Deputy 
has an interest in a particular agency, officials will request the agency concerned to provide the 
relevant information.  The Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies outlines the 
responsibilities of state bodies with regard to procurement and the need to achieve value for 
money while conducting procurement exercises. The Department regularly updates the aegis 
bodies on developments in relation to public procurement policy and practices.For the Deputy’s 
information details of agencies under the remit of my Department can be downloaded from the 
Department’s website, www.education.ie/

16/07/2015WROO00200Departmental Expenditure
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16/07/2015WROO00300669. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost in 2013 
and 2014 respectively of printing reports by her Department and agencies under the control of 
her Department; the corresponding figure for annual reports; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [30038/15]

16/07/2015WROO00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Department’s printing 
cost in 2013 was €163,502.42 and in 2014 was €101,847.07.   As printing documentation is 
not categorised, the figures represent the total cost of printing undertaken by the Department 
including reports and other official documents, leaflets etc. In relation to the Department’s an-
nual report the Deputy should note that the Department’s policy is to publish rather than provide 
copies of the report.  The report is available on the Department’s website, www.education.ie/en/
Publications/Corporate-Reports/Annual-Report/. 

With regard to bodies under the aegis of my Department the information sought is a matter 
for each agency and is not collated centrally.  If the Deputy has an interest in a particular agency, 
officials will request the agency concerned to provide the relevant information.  The Code of 
Practice for the Governance of State Bodies outlines the responsibilities of State bodies with 
regard to procurement and the need to achieve value for money while conducting procurement 
exercises.  The Department regularly updates the aegis bodies on developments in relation to 
public procurement policy and practices.

For the Deputy’s information details of agencies under the remit of my Department can be 
downloaded from the Department’s website, www.education.ie/

16/07/2015WROO00500Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WROO00600670. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost in 2013 
and 2014 respectively of issuing hardcopy payslips to staff or retired staff by her Department 
and agencies under the control of her Department; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [30053/15]

16/07/2015WROO00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The total cost in 2013 and 
2014 of issuing hard copy payslips to staff of my Department is set out below. Included in this 
total are costs associated with stationery, postage and printer maintenance.   2013 – €4,795; 
2014 – €1,355.

In March 2013 my Department commenced rollout of an online payslips facility, beginning 
with staff in the Department’s headquarters offices in Dublin, Tullamore and Athlone.  In Febru-
ary 2014, this online facility was extended further. From March 2015, my Department’s payroll 
service migrated to the Payroll Shared Services Centre operated by the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform.

The payroll system operated by my Department provided payroll services for the Civil 
Servants employed directly in the Department and for civil service in other bodies, including 
the State Examinations Commission, the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment, the 
Residential Institutions Redress Board, certain staff in the Commission to Inquire into Child 
Abuse, An Chomhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus Gaelscolaíochta and Foras na Gaeilge.  
Details relating to costs in respect of other bodies/institutions under my Department’s remit are 
a matter for each body/institution.  However, if the Deputy has a specific interest in a particular 
Body/Institution I will have my officials follow up with the relevant organisation.  With regard 
to retired Civil Servants, the Paymaster General’s Office separately operates the payroll service 
for those individuals.
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16/07/2015WROO00800Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WROO00900671. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
outline and itemise all expenditure undertaken by her Department on private travel for her and-
or for her private office; on legal fees; on consultancy fees; on hotel accommodation, during the 
twelve month period to 30 June 2015; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30068/15]

16/07/2015WROO01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The information sought is 
being compiled at present and will be forwarded to the Deputy shortly.

16/07/2015WROO01100Third Level Funding

16/07/2015WROO01200672. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will provide 
details of the capital investment plan for third level institutions; the amount of such funding 
allocated to Cork Institute of Technology and to University College Cork, over each of the past 
four years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30087/15]

16/07/2015WROO01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department’s capital 
investment plan for the entire education sector will be considered in the context of a multi an-
nual capital investment framework covering the period 2016 to 2020 which will be concluded 
with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  Details of the investment programme 
are expected to be announced later this year.  Investment plans for the Universities and the Insti-
tutes of Technology will be considered in this context and having regard to competing demands 
within the Education sector.  Funding allocated to Cork Institute of Technology and University 
College Cork for the period in question is outlined in the following tables:

U.C.C.

Year €

  2011 €9,101,000
  2012 €2,033,000
  2013 €238,000
  2014 €1,464,000

C.I.T

Year €
  2011 €2,967,000.00
  2012 €213,000.00
  2013 €480,000.00
  2014 €720,000.00

The Deputy may also wish to note that the National Maritime College of Ireland and the 
Cork School of Music are funded separately as part of the Departments PPP programme.

16/07/2015WROO01400Ministerial Appointments

16/07/2015WROO01500673. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she is 
responsible for all board appointments where such power to appoint persons to State boards 
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is vested in her by statute; if any politically appointed State employee outside of her Depart-
ment is involved in decision-making concerning such appointments, in particular, if, during the 
lifetime of the Government, a named person (details supplied) has had any influence over any 
appointments made by her; if she or officials from her Department have corresponded with that 
person, regarding the composition of, and appointments to State boards to which she has statu-
tory power to make appointments; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30108/15]

16/07/2015WROO01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Department officials will 
check records relating to board appointments and I will revert to you should any relevant infor-
mation be located.

I should like to make the Deputy aware that comprehensive information in relation to the 
composition of the boards of non-commercial State bodies under the aegis of the Department of 
Education and Skills, which includes information on the board appointments where I as Minis-
ter have power to appoint can be downloaded from my Department’s website at www.education.
ie/en/The-Department/Agencies/Details-of-Membership-of-State-Boards/Board-Members.pdf.

For the Deputy’s information, in accordance with Government policy, my Department, 
through the Public Appointments Service (PAS), advertises for board vacancies as they arise 
where I as Minister for Education and Skills have nominating rights.  Applications are made 
through the dedicated website, www.stateboards.ie, and an assessment process is undertaken by 
PAS leading to the creation of a list of candidates deemed suitable for appointment to boards.

Guidelines for Appointments to State Boards, can be viewed on the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform’s website www.per.gov.ie.

16/07/2015WROO01700Departmental Funding

16/07/2015WROO01800674. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total current 
and capital funding allocated to her Department; the underspend or overspend in 2015 to date, 
under each category, based on her Department’s spending profile; the funding made available 
within and external to her Department’s functions to support innovation; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [30123/15]

16/07/2015WROO01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The 2015 Gross Expendi-
ture Allocation for my Department is €8,585 million, made up of Current Expenditure- €8,018 
million and Capital Expenditure- €567 million.  Provisional Gross Expenditure to end-June 
2015 of €4,156 million is running €2 million or 0.05% behind the profiled figure of €4,158 mil-
lion - €11 million behind on Current Expenditure and €9 million ahead on Capital Expenditure.

My Department is providing funding of €37.6 million in 2015 to support a suite of research 
programmes managed by the Irish Research Council, as well as funding to HEAnet and the 
Irish Centre for High End Computing.  Research and development funding is also provided by 
the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, which has the lead responsibility for sci-
ence policy, as well as by other Departments and agencies.  As the Deputy will be aware the 
development of the new Strategy for Science,  Technology and Innovation is being prepared at 
present under the chairmanship of the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, which 
will provide a clear opportunity to develop a new whole-of-Government strategy for research 
and innovation that can build on the progress made to date and is timely as Ireland moves into 
a new phase of economic growth and societal development.
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16/07/2015WROO02000Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WROO02100675. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her Depart-
ment or agencies under the authority of her Department have performed an assessment of the 
potential savings to be accrued, if current paper-based application processes by members of the 
public were replaced with a fully online application system; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [30138/15]

16/07/2015WROO02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): There has been no overall 
assessment of the potential savings that could arise from the digitisation of application process-
es.  However it is my Department’s aim to increase the range of services available online 24/7 
to its customers.  Examples of such online systems, include the online Claims System (OLCS) 
used by almost 4,000 primary and post-primary schools to submit details of school employee 
absences, along with claims for the payment of substitute and casual appointees.  Approx. 2.4m 
transactions are processed annually through the OLCS, updating the school employee HR and 
payroll systems.  This application is critical to the efficient processing of salary claims for sub-
stitute and casual appointees.

Post Primary Online Data (PPOD) used by post-primary schools to submit pupil data.  This 
data is critical to a number of business processes in the Department and the State Examinations 
Commission (SEC), including the payment of capitation grants, allocation of staffing resources, 
statistical returns and State examination processes.

Primary Online Data (POD), currently being rolled out across the primary sector.  This sys-
tem will facilitate primary schools submitting pupil data.  This data is critical to a number of 
business processes in the Department including the payment of capitation grants, allocation of 
staffing resources and statistical returns.

Summer Works Scheme (SWS) used by schools to submit and track applications for funding 
under the Summer Works Scheme.  This system also has a facility for schools to upload photo-
graphs, architect/engineer reports etc.  Schools are advised of the outcome of their applications 
online.  In addition, offers of grants are made and have to be accepted online.

With regard to bodies under the aegis of my Department the information sought is a matter 
for each agency and is not collated centrally.  For the Deputy’s information details of agencies 
under the remit of my Department can be downloaded from the Department’s website at www.
education.ie/en/The-Department/Agencies/.

16/07/2015WROO02300School Transport Provision

16/07/2015WROO02400676. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she or 
the  Minister of State responsible for school transport will meet with parents of students af-
fected by her Department’s decision to withdraw free school transport from students in the Urris 
area of Clonmany in County Donegal to travel to a school (details supplied) in County Donegal; 
if she will reconsider the decision to withdraw free school transport and to use Mamore Gap to 
calculate the shortest route; her Department’s up-to-date position on the issue; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [30159/15]

16/07/2015WROO02500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
I wish to inform the Deputy that I recently met with a representation of parents from the area 
in question.
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The terms of my Department’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme were fully ex-
plained and I undertook to provide additional information on a number of issues raised at this 
meeting.However, I must again emphasise the importance of ensuring that the terms of the 
school transport scheme are applied equitably on a national basis.

16/07/2015WROO02600Teachers’ Remuneration

16/07/2015WROO02700677. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will review 
the provision of incremental credits for resource staff in the education system, based on addi-
tional information (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30166/15]

16/07/2015WROO02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I understand from the infor-
mation that you have provided that your constituent works as a Resource Worker for the Adult 
Literacy Service.  The position is that there is no scheme for the award of incremental credit to 
such Resource Workers.  Furthermore, my Department has no plans to introduce such a scheme 
as it would be contrary to Government policy to do so.  The details of a separate case provided 
by the Deputy relate to the placement of some staff in the Health service on the reduced pay 
scale for new entrants which applies to new entrants to the public service from January 1 2011.  
However, I understand that your constituent was employed prior to 2011 and is already paid on 
the pre-2011 pay scale.

16/07/2015WROO02900Third Level Fees

16/07/2015WROO03000678. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
examine the case of a person (details supplied) in County Cork who initially started a course as 
a non-European Union student, but who now qualifies as an Irish student; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [30194/15]

16/07/2015WROO03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the Deputy is aware the 
Exchequer funds tuition fees costs in respect of eligible students who are pursuing full-time un-
dergraduate courses of study under my Department’s Free Fees Initiative.  The main conditions 
of the scheme are that students must be first-time undergraduates, hold inter alia EU/EEA/Swiss 
nationality in their own right, and have been ordinarily resident in an EU/EEA/Swiss state for at 
least three of the five years preceding their entry to an approved third level course. 

Where students do not qualify for free fees they must pay the appropriate fee as determined 
by their third level institution.  The institutions are autonomous and the level of fee payable by 
students who do not meet the requirements of the Free Fees Initiative is entirely a matter for the 
relevant institution.

16/07/2015WROO03200Departmental Reports

16/07/2015WROO03300679. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills when her Depart-
ment’s annual report for 2014 will be published. [30211/15]

16/07/2015WROO03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Department’s annual 
report for 2014 was published in June 2015 and can be viewed on the Department’s website 
via the following link, www.education.ie/en/Publications/Corporate-Reports/Annual-Report/
Department-of-Education-and-Skills-Annual-Report-2014.pdf.
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16/07/2015WROO03500Broadband Service Speeds

16/07/2015WROO03600680. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps which 
she is taking to ensure that every further education and training and Youthreach centre has direct 
access to 100 megabite broadband; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30230/15]

16/07/2015WROO03700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
There is a project underway at present to provide all the Training Centres and the Head Office 
locations of the Education and Training Boards (ETBs) with gigabit connections to the Gov-
ernment Cloud Network. Currently the training centres all have 50mbps connections and all 
internet traffic passes through SOLAS head office, but the new gigabit connections will provide 
the centres with direct internet access.

There are currently no plans for a national broadband programme for other ETB centres but 
individual ETBs make arrangements to provide appropriate access based on available infra-
structure.

16/07/2015WROO03800Education and Training Boards Staff

16/07/2015WROO03900681. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps which 
she is taking to address the current shortfall in the management structure at principal officer 
grade within the Education and Training Boards; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[30231/15]

16/07/2015WROO04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department is engaged 
in a project to devise future complementary organisational designs for ETBs and SOLAS in 
order to reflect their new roles. The objectives of the project are to ensure that the ETBs and 
SOLAS are fit for purpose; to ensure that the organisational design of ETBs and SOLAS are 
aligned to their new roles and to each other; to put in place a plan with practical levers through 
which the journey to the new organisation design can be achieved.

My Department has received approval, subject to a number of conditions, from the De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform for a proposed additional allocation of positions 
in ETBs at a level immediately below that of chief executive.  The sanction has the effect of 
increasing the number of permanent senior manager positions from 13 at present to 44.  The 
initial focus is on this level given acute shortages in the number of senior managers in the sector 
generally which has been identified by CEOs as a significant issue.

My Department is currently engaging with Education and Training Boards Ireland, chief 
executives of ETBs and with unions representing staff in the sector in relation to this matter.

16/07/2015WROO04100Education and Training Boards

16/07/2015WROO04200682. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will ap-
prove capital funding to Galway-Roscommon Education and Training Board to refurbish its 
offices and training centre at Lanesboro Street in Roscommon; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [30232/15]

16/07/2015WROO04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I can confirm that my De-
partment has received an application from Galway and Roscommon Education and Training 
Board (GRETB) to refurbish its offices at Lanesboro Street, Roscommon.  A feasibility report 
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submitted by GRETB has been examined by officials in my Department and I wish to advise 
the Deputy that my Department will be in further contact with GRETB regarding its application 
in the coming days.A final decision on the application will be taken in the context of existing 
commitments and other competing demands on the Department’s capital budget.

16/07/2015WROO04400Education and Training Boards Staff

16/07/2015WROO04500683. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will sanc-
tion the Galway-Roscommon Education and Training Board to recruit an adult education of-
ficer, an adult literacy organiser and an adult guidance officer; if she is aware of the impact that 
such vacant posts will have on further education and training in County Roscommon; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [30247/15]

16/07/2015WROO04600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
The Deputy may be aware of the decision of the previous Government to implement a recruit-
ment and promotion moratorium in the public sector, which is binding upon all Government 
departments, non-commercial state bodies and agencies. 

In respect of Educational Training Boards, positions other than teacher and SNA posts in 
schools, and teacher equivalents that are directly providing tuition to pupils in schools, in spe-
cial programmes or in adult and further education, are comprehended by this decision.  It is a 
matter for each ETB to implement work prioritisation across different functions, and to deploy 
available staff to execute those functions.

However, my Department is in the process of finalising a Delegated Sanction Agreement for 
the education sector with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  This agreement 
will replace the existing Employment Control Framework arrangements which have been in 
place since 2010. When the Delegated Sanction Agreement has been finalised my officials will 
discuss the operationalisation of the agreements with the Education and Training Boards, which 
includes the Galway Roscommon Education and Training Board.

It is important, however, to note that the operation of the agreement will be subject to multi-
annual pay ceilings that have been set by Government for the period 2015-2017.

16/07/2015WROO04700Student Grant Scheme Reform

16/07/2015WROO04800684. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to 
change the student grant scheme so that mortgage repayments on the family home and the total 
number of dependent children in a family are considered in the means test for grant eligibility, 
due to the reality that these are substantial outgoings from family income, and too many fami-
lies are paying the high standard variable rate on their home mortgage repayments; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [30317/15]

16/07/2015WROO04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Student grant applications 
are means tested on gross income from all sources earned inside and outside the State within a 
specified reference period.

The means test arrangements of the Student Grant Scheme are applied nationally on the 
same basis to both employed and self-employed applicants.  Gross income before the deduction 
of income tax or universal social charge, is assessed with certain specified social welfare and 
health service executive payments excluded.
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Therefore, the assessment of income from the same starting point is deemed to be fair and 
reasonable because this approach eliminates any distortion which might arise from different 
spending decisions in different households.  No allowances can be made for outgoings i.e. 
mortgage repayments, utilities, travel, medical expenses etc.

The Student Grant Scheme provides for higher income thresholds for larger families.  In 
addition to this, further increases in the income thresholds are provided for where additional 
family members are attending further and higher education at the same time.

In addition to the supports under the Student Grant Scheme, students in third-level institu-
tions experiencing exceptional financial need can apply for support under the Student Assis-
tance Fund.  This Fund assists students, in a sensitive and compassionate manner, who might 
otherwise be unable to continue their third level studies due to their financial circumstances. 
Information on the fund is available through the Access Officer in the third level institution at-
tended.  This fund is administered on a confidential, discretionary basis.In the interest of equity, 
I have no plans to change the current arrangement.

16/07/2015WROO05000Student Support Schemes

16/07/2015WROO05100685. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her 
Department has prepared costings in respect of any proposals to provide student loans for post-
graduate students. [30322/15]

16/07/2015WROO05200686. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her 
Department has prepared any costings in respect of any proposals to provide student loans for 
undergraduate students who are ineligible for a student support grant. [30323/15]

16/07/2015WROO05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 685 and 686 together.As the Deputy is aware, an Expert Group, chaired by Peter Cassells 
has been established to examine future funding options for higher education.  The objective is 
to identify a range of approaches that, combined, will achieve a sustainable funding base to ad-
dress the continual expansion of the sector while protecting the quality of education.  Student 
support initiatives are being considered as part of this work. The Group is due to report at the 
end of this year and its report will help inform decisions on future funding for the sector.

16/07/2015WRPP00200Special Educational Needs Staffing

16/07/2015WRPP00300687. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide, in tabular form, figures estimates on the number of special needs assistants allocated 
by county in the years 2011 to 2014 and in 2015 to date. [30324/15]

16/07/2015WRPP00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that I recently announced that I had secured Government approval for an additional 610 Special 
Needs Assistant (SNA) posts which may be made available for allocation to schools to support 
children with special educational needs with assessed care needs. 

From the beginning of September, there will be 11,820 whole time equivalent SNA posts 
available in schools to support children with special educational needs with assessed care needs.  
This is the highest level of SNA allocation that we have ever had and builds on the increases 
of 365 additional SNA posts provided for in last year’s budget announcement and the 390 ad-
ditional SNA posts announced in December 2013. In total there has been an increase of 11.7% 
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in SNA posts available for allocation to schools since this Government came to office. 

These extra posts will ensure that the Government’s policy of ensuring that every child who 
is assessed as needing SNA support will receive access to such support.

I wish to advise the Deputy also that the National Council for Special Education(NCSE) is 
responsible, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) for 
allocating SNA support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of 
children qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school. 

The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support and these 
criteria by are set out in my Department’s Circular 0030/2014. Details of SNA allocations 
which have been made to schools by the NCSE for the 2012/2013, 2013/14 and 2014/15 school 
years are available on the NCSE website www.ncse.ie and can be viewed on a per county ba-
sis.  I will arrange to have the Deputy’s question referred to the NCSE for their direct reply in 
respect of information sought prior to 2012/13.

16/07/2015WRPP00500Capitation Grants

16/07/2015WRPP00600688. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide estimates on the amount it would cost to restore the capitation grant for schools to pre-
2008 levels. [30325/15]

16/07/2015WRPP00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The last Budget included 
an increase in spending on education for the first time in recent years, amounting to additional 
funding of €60m during 2015.  That increase has provided funding for 1,700 additional teach-
ers and SNAs to be recruited for our schools, as well as funding important reforms.  However, 
it was not possible to secure the funding which would be required to also increase the rates of 
capitation paid to our schools.

The 2015 Primary Capitation rates are approx. 2.5% in excess of the rates applicable pre 
2008 while the 2015 Post Primary Voluntary Sector Capitation rates are approx. 2.3% below 
those applicable pre 2008.

I am aware of the impact budgetary decisions taken in our economic crisis have had on 
capitation and related grants to our primary and second level schools.

Increasing capitation and related funding by 1% would cost approx. €3.7m. (€2.1m at Pri-
mary Level, €1.6m at Second Level).

I am determined that education will be prioritised for investment in the coming years, and 
I believe that increasing the staffing and funding of our schools should be priorities for such 
investment.

16/07/2015WRPP00800National Council for Special Education

16/07/2015WRPP00900689. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide estimates on the amount it would cost to restore resource teaching hours in primary 
schools to pre-2008 levels. [30326/15]

16/07/2015WRPP01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that on 21st May, 2015, I announced that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) 
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will increase its allocation of Resource Teacher Posts to schools by over 9% for the start of the 
coming school year.  The NCSE will allocate 6,454 resource teacher posts to schools for Sep-
tember 2015, which is an increase of 554 posts-or 9.4% since September 2014.

Even in the constrained economic circumstances we have faced in recent years, we have 
been able to continue to meet the needs of children with special educational needs attending 
our schools. 

This year we have again increased the number of Resource Teachers which will be allocated 
to schools, keeping pace with both demographic growth and increased demand.

The NCSE has now published details of the allocations which will be made to each indi-
vidual school on the NCSE website ncse.ie.  The NCSE will also have a second round allocation 
process to respond to late enrolments, or from diagnosed disabilities emerging after the closing 
date for the first allocation round, to the start of the new school year.

On publishing details of the allocations for September 2015, the NCSE noted that the num-
ber of resource teaching posts which are being allocated to schools has increased by 22% since 
September 2013, from 5,285 posts at that point to 6,454 posts for September 2015. It is there-
fore clear that not only has there not been a reduction in the overall number of resource teaching 
posts and hours being allocated to schools, but that there has been a very significant increase in 
the overall allocation to schools in recent years.

The cost of adding an additional 15% to the existing allocation, which in itself represents 
an increase of 22% in the allocation recent years, would be approximately an additional €71m 
per year.

16/07/2015WRPP01100Springboard Programme

16/07/2015WRPP01200690. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide figures on the annual cost of the Springboard Initiative. [30327/15]

16/07/2015WRPP01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Springboard which was 
introduced in 2011, is a specific initiative that strategically targets funding of free higher educa-
tion courses in areas where there are real, identified labour market skills shortages or employ-
ment opportunities.The annual cost of Springboard since 2011 is as follows: 

2011 -  €8.7m

2012 - €10.1m

2013 - €18.3m

2014 - €23.6m

16/07/2015WRPP01400Apprenticeship Programmes

16/07/2015WRPP01500691. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide guideline estimates or targets for the number of apprenticeships she expects to be pro-
vided annually under the apprenticeship system. [30328/15]

16/07/2015WRPP01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): An examination of the ap-
prenticeship data in the existing trades demonstrates there was a 40% increase in the number of 
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apprentice registrations in 2014 compared to 2013. 

The prognosis forecast for future apprenticeships registrations remains strong. The number 
of apprentices being registered in 2015 by employers is 17% higher than the corresponding time 
in 2014.

SOLAS has forecast an annual incremental and systematic growth in apprentice registra-
tions over the coming years.  The forecast apprentice registrations expected to occur from 2015 
to 2018 are as follows: 

Year  2015  2016 2017 2018
Numbers  2956  3390 4219  5089

In addition, I have recently received the report of the Apprenticeship Council on the out-
come of their call for proposals for the development of new apprenticeships.  The Council have 
recommended that 25 of the proposals be prioritised for development and I am considering this 
recommendation with a view to approving proposals for development.

16/07/2015WRPP01700Minor Works Scheme Expenditure

16/07/2015WRPP01800692. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to pro-
vide grant aid to primary schools to develop playgrounds where such facilities are lacking; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [30333/15]

16/07/2015WRPP01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that in November 2014, I announced the allocation of more than €28 million to primary schools 
under the Minor Works Grant Scheme. This will allow schools to carry out improvement works 
to school buildings and grounds.  It is open to schools to prioritise the works they wish to under-
take within the terms of the scheme. The works to which the Deputy refers could be considered 
by schools in this context. 

It is also open to schools to apply for funding under any future Summer Works Schemes 
(SWS) for the works in question.  The purpose of the SWS is to devolve funding to individual 
school authorities to facilitate schools carrying out small and medium scale improvement works 
that will upgrade existing school facilities.

16/07/2015WRPP02000National Council for Special Education

16/07/2015WRPP02100693. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will provide 
an update on the provision of special needs assistants for a school (details supplied) for the new 
school term commencing in September 2015, given that two new classes are starting; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [30337/15]

16/07/2015WRPP02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network 
of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) for allocating resource teachers and 
Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) to schools to support children with special educational needs. 

The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support. The criteria 
by which SNA support is allocated to pupils is set out in my Department’s Circular 0030/2014.  
Once allocated, the deployment of SNAs within schools is then a matter for the individual 
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Principal/Board of Management. SNAs should be deployed by the school in a manner which 
best meets the care support requirements of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA 
support has been allocated.  It is a matter for schools to allocate support as required, and on the 
basis of individual need, which allows schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised.All 
schools were asked to apply for SNA support for the 2015/16 school year by 18th March 2015.  
The NCSE also continued to accept applications after this date in recognition that enrolments 
may not have been completed or where assessments were not completed.  The NCSE has now 
published details of SNA allocations for schools for September 2015 on its website. 

The NCSE has confirmed to my Department that the SNA allocation for the school in ques-
tion for the 2015/16 school year provides a sufficient level of support to cater for the care needs 
of all qualifying children in the context of the applications received for 2015/16. Details of the 
manner in which a school or parent may appeal the level of SNA or resource teaching alloca-
tion which has been made to support a child in school, to the NCSE, is set out at www.ncse.ie.

All schools have the contact details of their local SENO, while Parents may also contact 
their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the contact 
details available on www.ncse.ie.

16/07/2015WRPP02300School Relocation

16/07/2015WRPP02400694. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a meeting 
will take place between her Department and representatives of a school (details supplied) in 
County Laois to discuss its need for a new premises; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [30365/15]

16/07/2015WRPP02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that discussions are ongoing between my Department and the Patron of the school, in question, 
in respect of the school’s long term requirements.

The Deputy may be aware that the school submitted a proposal through their Patron to re-
locate the school within the Portlaoise area to meet its long term needs.  My Department has 
scheduled a technical site visit to examine the proposed alternative location and further to that 
visit my Department will be in a position to consider the matter further.

My Department is also in contact directly with the school concerned in relation to meeting 
its immediate accommodation needs for September 2015.

16/07/2015WRPP02600National Council for Special Education

16/07/2015WRPP02700695. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the criteria by 
which special needs assistants are allocated; and specifically how her Department can guarantee 
the reasonable safety of a child who is allocated only a shared assistant, despite having been 
diagnosed with multiple problems, including profound global developmental delay, epilepsy 
with frequent severe seizures, and a high risk of sudden infant death syndrome; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [30368/15]

16/07/2015WRPP02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network 
of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) for allocating resource teachers and 
Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) to schools to support children with special educational needs. 
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The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support. The criteria 
by which SNA support is allocated to pupils is set out in my Department’s Circular 0030/2014.  
The Circular sets out that SNA allocations are not made to individual children, but are made 
to schools to support the care needs of children with assessed special educational needs.  The 
deployment of SNAs within schools is then a matter for the individual Principal/Board of Man-
agement. SNAs should be deployed by the school in a manner which best meets the care sup-
port requirements of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has been al-
located.  It is a matter for schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis of individual 
need, which allows schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised.

Should a parent be dissatisfied with the manner in which the resources or facilities which have 
been provided to support their child’s education are being applied in school, they should raise 
this matter directly with their school Principal or the Board of Management of the school.All 
schools were asked to apply for SNA support for the 2015/16 school year by 18th March 2015.  
The NCSE also continued to accept applications after this date in recognition that enrolments 
may not have been completed or where assessments were not completed. The NCSE has now 
published details of SNA allocations for schools for September 2015 on its website. 

All schools have the contact details of their local SENO, while Parents may also contact 
their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the contact 
details available on www.ncse.ie.

16/07/2015WRPP02900Special Educational Needs Service Provision

16/07/2015WRPP03000696. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the provisions 
made for providing essential educational resources for children with profound developmental 
issues to prepare them to enter national school, given that they do not qualify under the July 
provision programme until after their first year of national school, despite their developmental 
difficulties having been defined by the Department through the programme to require extra 
educational assistance outside the school year, and how to access such resources in a timely 
fashion, when children are still being assessed or, in many cases, waiting months or years for 
assessments to be provided; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30369/15]

16/07/2015WRPP03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Deputy may be aware 
that the State supports early intervention for children with special educational needs through 
providing funding to a number of crèche/pre-school settings including: early Intervention set-
tings in mainstream and special schools; early Intervention settings in HSE funded service pro-
viders; private pre-school settings supported by the Early Childhood Care & Education Scheme 
(ECCE); private pre-school settings supported by HSE grant aid or HSE funded Pre-School As-
sistant; Home Tuition Scheme for children aged between 3 and 4 years of age with a diagnosis 
of autism where a placement in an early intervention setting is not available. 

The Deputy may also be aware that the July Provision programme is available to all special 
schools and mainstream primary schools with special classes catering for children with autism 
that choose to extend their education services through the month of July.  My Department also 
provides July Provision for pupils with a severe/profound general learning disability.  Where 
school based provision is not feasible, including at post primary level, home based provision 
may be grant aided. 

With regard to the issue of assessments for children I can inform the Deputy that all pri-
mary schools have access to psychological assessments either directly through the National 
Educational Psychological Service (NEPS), or through the Scheme for Commissioning Psy-
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chological Assessments (SCPA), full details of which are on the Department’s website.  Where 
a NEPS psychologist is not assigned to a school, authorities therein may access psychological 
assessments through SCPA.  Under this scheme schools can have an assessment carried out 
by a member of the panel of private psychologists approved by NEPS, and NEPS will pay the 
psychologist the fees for this assessment directly. 

It is the responsibility of the school Principal in the first instance to identify and prioritise 
pupils for assessment under the process described above.

16/07/2015WRPP03200School Staffing

16/07/2015WRPP03300697. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total number 
of teachers employed full-time at primary and at secondary level in county Donegal, in tabular 
form, for the years 2007 to 2015; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30372/15]

16/07/2015WRPP03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The information that is 
available in relation to the number of teachers in primary schools on a county basis as provided 
by the managerial authorities of the schools is published in the Statistics Section of my De-
partment’s website. The link to access the information is at www.education.ie/en/Publications/
Statistics/Data-on-Individual-Schools/

Statistics on a county basis are not compiled for the number of teachers in the second level 
sector but the information available in relation to the overall numbers is available on the web-
site.

16/07/2015WRPP03500Teaching Qualifications

16/07/2015WRPP03600698. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a con-
tract of indefinite duration employee (details supplied) of the Limerick and Clare Education and 
Training Board is unable to apply for a delivering equality of opportunity in schools (DEIS) 
post which has become a core subject having been informed he does not have the academic 
qualifications, despite having taught the subject to the students of the LCETB since November 
2001, holding full membership of the Teaching Council and holding a contract; the reason the 
employee with such experience cannot be considered eligible for a DEIS permanent post, which 
would improve this teacher’s income and standing within the educational establishment; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [30377/15]

16/07/2015WRPP03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the Deputy will be aware 
the Education and Training Boards (ETBs) are statutory bodies with their own corporate status 
established under the Education and Training Boards Act 2013.

Section 24 of the Education Act 1998, as amended by the Education (Amendment) Act 
2012, provides that the appointment, suspension and dismissal of teachers are the responsibility 
of boards of management of recognised schools or, where the employer is a person other than a 
board, by that person. An example of the latter would be an Education and Training Board. Cir-
cular Letter 31/2011 issued by my Department to Managerial Authorities of schools states that 
each employer shall ensure that each person proposed for appointment to a teaching post for 
which salary grant is being sought must be registered with the Teaching Council and have quali-
fications appropriate to the sector and suitable to the post for which he/she is to be employed.
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16/07/2015WRPP03800School Enrolments

16/07/2015WRPP03900699. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills Her views on 
correspondence regarding a meeting with a group (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [30385/15]

16/07/2015WRPP04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The correspondence ref-
erenced by the Deputy was received in my Department and a reply has issued to the sender, 
setting out the background and context of the matter. As the Deputy will appreciate, given the 
number of requests for my attention it is not possible to accede to a meeting in all cases.

In relation to the substantive issues raised, as previously outlined to the Deputy, the agree-
ment to put in place Deeds of Variation for Charging Leases or Declarations of Trust dates back 
to the 1990’s.  At that time there were negotiations on the reconstitution of Boards of Manage-
ment of primary schools.  It was agreed that patrons would no longer nominate a majority of the 
members of a Board of Management.  In return, it was agreed Deeds of Variation would be put 
in place to vary the Charging Leases/Declarations of Trust.  There have been ongoing discus-
sions with the relevant patron bodies in relation to the wording of the Deeds of Variation and the 
Department has been working with the Attorney General in relation to the matter. 

The commitment given by the school patrons in 1997 to cede majority representation on 
Boards of Management was implemented.  Hence the engagement by officials in the Depart-
ment in the interim in relation to agreeing a form of words for the Deeds of Variation represents 
a recognition of the original commitment given to the school patrons at that time. With regard to 
admission policies, irrespective of property arrangements, it is the responsibility of the manage-
rial authorities of all schools to implement an enrolment policy in accordance with the Educa-
tion Act, 1998.  The enrolment policy must be non-discriminatory and must be applied fairly in 
respect of all applicants. 

The objective of the recently published Education (Admission to Schools) Bill is to provide 
an over-arching framework to ensure that how schools decide on who is enrolled and who is 
refused a place in schools is more structured, fair and transparent.

Existing equality legislation, which outlaws discrimination in relation to the admission of 
a student, makes provision for exemptions to apply in the case of single sex schools and in the 
case of schools where the objective is to provide education in an environment that promotes 
certain religious values. 

The Bill does not propose changes to the existing equality legislation.  The Bill, while in-
cluding provision for single sex schools and denominational schools to reflect in their admission 
policy the exemptions applicable to such schools under equality legislation, requires schools to 
explicitly state in the school’s admission policy that it will not discriminate against an applicant 
for admission on the grounds of disability, special educational needs, sexual orientation, family 
status, membership of the traveller community, race, civil status, gender or religion. 

The Bill provides for schools to publish an enrolment policy which will include details of 
the school’s arrangements for students who do not want to attend religious instruction.

The Equal Status Act, 2000 provides that an educational establishment does not discrimi-
nate where the establishment is a school providing primary or post-primary education to stu-
dents and the objective of the school is to provide education in an environment which promotes 
certain religious values, it admits persons of a particular religious denomination in preference 
to others or it refuses to admit as a student a person who is not of that denomination and, in the 
case of a refusal, it is proved that the refusal is essential to maintain the ethos of the school.
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16/07/2015WRPP04100Weather Forecasting

16/07/2015WRPP04200700. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to add weather forecasts from weather stations in Northern Ireland 
to all of Met Éireann’s weather reports (details supplied). [29698/15]

16/07/2015WRPP04300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): All of Met Éireann’s general forecasts cover the entire island of Ireland. Furthermore 
the regional forecasts as published on www.met.ie and on the Met Éireann weather app relate 
to each of the four historic provinces of Ireland.  Weather reports are only supplied from the 
Met Éireann stations in the Republic of Ireland.  There are no current plans to publish weather 
reports from Northern Ireland on the Met Éireann website – these are available through the 
website of the UK Met Office.

16/07/2015WRPP04400Irish Water Funding

16/07/2015WRPP04500701. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the amount of equity capital that has been provided by the State to Irish 
Water in 2015 to date; the planned further equity investments in 2015 and 2016; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29791/15]

16/07/2015WRPP04600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Irish Water’s costs are funded through a mix of revenue from the domestic and non-
domestic sector, third party finance (including bank lending and capital markets facilities) and 
State support which may be in the form of both equity and subvention. The main aspects of the 
Irish Water funding model are set out in a detailed fact sheet published on my Department’s 
website.  In July 2014, a capital contribution of €185m was provided to Irish Water and a further 
€54m was provided through the issue of a Convertible Loan Note to the Minister for Finance in 
November 2014. The equity investment agreed by Government in Irish Water in 2015 and 2016 
is €406m. This financing is intended to support increased investment in public water services 
infrastructure by Irish Water. €222m in respect of 2015 was provided to Irish Water in Decem-
ber 2014 and the remaining €184m is due to be provided in 2016.

16/07/2015WRPP04700Climate Change Policy

16/07/2015WRPP04800702. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will report on the Government’s position on and aims for the confer-
ence of parties on climate change under the auspices of the United Nations to be held in Paris 
in France at the end of 2015; if he will report on preparations made by his Department in this 
regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29938/15]

16/07/2015WRPP04900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The 21st Conference of the Parties (COP21) to the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change will take place in Paris from 30 November to 11 December. The meeting is charged 
with agreeing “a protocol, another legal instrument or an agreed outcome with legal force un-
der the Convention applicable to all Parties”.  Ireland strongly supports an ambitious, legally-
binding global agreement with broad participation. In its 2014 National Policy Position, Ireland 
recognises global climate change as one of the key global challenges of this century and that 
failure to address it effectively will result in major adverse impacts that will affect all countries. 
Ireland is taking steps domestically to enhance its policy framework for both mitigation and 
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adaptation, including through the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Bill, currently 
before the Oireachtas, and through interdepartmental work on improving policy coherence on 
climate issues. 

The 2015 agreement should provide an enabling platform for all Parties to pursue low-
carbon climate resilient sustainable development, taking account of national circumstances and 
changes in those circumstances over time, and which puts us on a collective pathway to keep-
ing the average global temperature increase to less than 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial 
levels. 

Ireland will be working as part of the EU, including through an EU climate diplomacy ini-
tiative, to ensure that the Paris outcome is as ambitious and robust as possible. In particular this 
will require all Parties to present ambitious intended contributions to the new agreement – so 
far 45 countries have put forward their intended nationally determined contributions, covering 
approximately 60% of global emissions. This includes the INDC of the EU and its Member 
States, which commits to an at least 40% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions on 1990 levels 
by 2030; a reaffirmation of the shared long term goal of  collective action to keep the global 
temperature increase below 2 degrees Celsius and setting an ambitious and shared direction of 
travel to send a strong signal for action to all actors across society, including non-state actors, 
civil society and the private sector; a mechanism or process to ensure that global ambition will 
be raised over time; a robust transparency and accountability framework that will enable track-
ing of progress and ensuring all Parties live up to their commitments. 

As part of this framework, the rules relating to accounting of the land-use sector, including 
forestry, will be of particular interest to Ireland. Globally, the agriculture and land-use sectors 
have an important role to play in the transition to a safe and sustainable, low-carbon future. It 
will be crucial that the sector is included in the agreement in a holistic way and that high-level 
principles framing the process of developing detailed rules in subsequent years are set out.

  In preparing for COP21, so far this year there have been two formal negotiating sessions 
and there will be two further sessions before the Paris COP. At the UNFCCC, Ireland partici-
pates as part of the EU. This engagement is through a national delegation, led by my Depart-
ment and made up of officials from a range of Government departments and agencies. My 
Department coordinates participation by the wider delegation in on-going work in this area 
through a number of EU Expert Groups which focus on areas of mitigation (including land is-
sues), climate science, adaptation, climate finance and technology transfer, along with groups 
discussing the strategic overview and negotiation tactics. The delegation has been active in all 
negotiations to date under the UNFCCC and specific preparations for COP21 have been under-
way at EU level for some time. 

At Ministerial level, the Environment Council will meet to discuss the negotiations at its 
informal meeting next week and Environment Council conclusions are expected in September.

16/07/2015WRQQ00200Motor Tax Yield

16/07/2015WRQQ00300703. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the amount of motor tax collected in each local authority in 2015 to date 
[30188/15]

16/07/2015WRQQ00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Gross motor tax receipts from 1 January to 30 June 2015 are set out below by licensing 
authority.
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Licensing Authority Motor tax office (€) Online (€) Total (€)   
Carlow 4,289,951 4,444,731 8,734,682 
Cavan 3,924,331 5,647,062 9,571,393 
Clare 6,384,857 9,467,604 15,852,461 
Cork 22,184,936 50,418,867 72,603,803 
Donegal 10,621,505 8,506,891 19,128,396 
Dublin 30,673,109 120,596,466 151,269,575 
Galway 13,341,287 19,998,325 33,339,612 
Kerry 6,361,912 13,699,207 20,061,119 
Kildare 7,781,378 21,210,507 28,991,885 
Kilkenny 5,338,238 7,855,627 13,193,865 
Laois 4,972,152 5,086,525 10,058,677 
Leitrim 1,893,862 2,299,203 4,193,065 
Limerick 10,745,252 15,047,172 25,792,424 
Longford 2,691,479 2,496,359 5,187,838 
Louth 6,317,633 8,103,667 14,421,300 
Mayo 7,777,178 9,844,707 17,621,885 
Meath 7,120,231 18,264,753 25,384,984 
Monaghan 4,909,703 4,134,881 9,044,584 
Offaly 4,341,229 5,354,504 9,695,733 
Roscommon 4,731,766 4,436,152 9,167,918 
Sligo 3,983,600 4,443,065 8,426,665 
Tipperary 8,617,892 14,261,747 22,879,639 
Waterford 5,884,020 9,299,906 15,183,926 
Westmeath 5,570,913 5,833,955 11,404,868 
Wexford 8,977,282 12,746,803 21,724,085 
Wicklow 5,749,940 13,802,209 19,552,149 
Total 205,185,636 397,300,895 602,486,531 

16/07/2015WRQQ00500Legislative Measures

16/07/2015WRQQ00600704. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will consider including dormant safety deposit boxes under the provi-
sions of the Dormant Accounts Acts, or other similar statutory provisions; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [30263/15]

16/07/2015WRQQ00700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): The Dormant Accounts Acts 2001 to 2012, together with the 
Unclaimed Life Assurance Policies Act 2003, provide a framework for the administration of 
unclaimed accounts in credit institutions (i.e. banks, building societies and An Post) and un-
claimed life assurance policies in insurance undertakings.  The main purpose of the legislation 
is to reunite account holders/policy holders with their funds in credit institutions/insurance 
undertakings and in this regard, institutions/undertakings are required to take steps to identify 
and contact the owners of dormant accounts and unclaimed life assurance policies.  Dormant 
funds/unclaimed life assurance policies, which have not been reclaimed by the original ac-
count/policy holder or their beneficiaries, are transferred each year by the financial institution/
insurance undertaking to the Dormant Accounts Fund (the Fund) which is managed by the 
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National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA).  The transfer of monies takes place on the 
basis that the beneficial owner will have a guaranteed right of reclaim to their property at any 
time in the future.

The legislation also introduced a scheme for the disbursement of funds that are unlikely 
to be reclaimed but only for the purposes of programmes or projects to assist the personal and 
social development of persons who are economically or socially disadvantaged; the educa-
tional development of persons who are educationally disadvantaged or persons with a disability 
(within the meaning of the Equal Status Act 2000).   

In practical terms, increasing the amount available in the Fund does not necessarily al-
low for the introduction of new dormant accounts measures or programmes.  Whilst applying 
the provisions of the dormant accounts legislation to the unclaimed content of safe deposit 
boxes would increase the amount available in the Fund, Government Departments and agencies 
would still have to source monies for dormant accounts programmes and measures from their 
Exchequer allocation, in the same way as with any other funding programmes.   

In addition, the unclaimed content of safe deposit boxes is the property of the safe deposit 
holder or those acting on behalf of the estate thereof.  Any transfer of this personal property, 
which may contain important legal documents such as deeds and wills, jewellery, art or family 
heirlooms to the Dormant Accounts Fund would raise complex constitutional, legal and op-
erational issues.  Consequently, I have no plans to amend the legislation to add the unclaimed 
content of safe deposit boxes to the Dormant Accounts Fund.

16/07/2015WRQQ00800Local Enterprise Offices

16/07/2015WRQQ00900705. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will approve additional staff for the local enterprise offices in counties 
Roscommon and Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30268/15]

16/07/2015WRQQ01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): My Department has not received staffing requests for additional staff in the Local En-
terprise Offices of Roscommon County Council or Galway County Council.  My Department 
works closely with Roscommon County Council and Galway County Council in relation to 
their staffing requirements and it is open to loca l authorities to submit staff sanction requests to 
facilitate the delivery of their services provided by the Local Enterprise Offices.  Each staffing 
sanction request is examined on a case by case basis having due regard to the continued deliv-
ery of key services in the context of staffing and budgetary constraints.

16/07/2015WRQQ01100Wind Energy Guidelines

16/07/2015WRQQ01200706. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reason there has been an extreme delay in his signing-off the updated 
planning guidelines for wind developments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29235/15]

16/07/2015WRQQ01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): In December 2013, my Department published proposed “draft” revisions to the noise, 
setbacks and shadow flicker aspects of the 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines.  These 
draft revisions proposed the setting of a more stringent day and night noise limit of 40 decibels 
for future wind energy developments, a mandatory minimum setback of 500 metres between a 
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wind turbine and the nearest dwelling for amenity considerations, and the complete elimination 
of shadow flicker between wind turbines and neighbouring dwellings. 

A public consultation process was initiated on these proposed draft revisions to the Guide-
lines, which ran until February 21 2014. My Department received submissions from 7,500 
organisations and members of the public during this public consultation process.  It is intended 
that the revisions to the 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines will be finalised as soon as 
possible.  In this regard, account has to be taken of the extensive response to the public consul-
tation in framing the final guidelines.  Further work is also advancing to develop technical ap-
pendices to assist planning authorities with the practical application of the noise measurement 
aspects of the Wind Guidelines.   The revisions to the Wind Energy Development Guidelines 
2006, when finalised, will be issued under Section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 
2000, as amended.  Planning authorities, and, where applicable, An Bord Pleanála must have 
regard to guidelines issued under Section 28 in the performance of their functions under the 
Planning Acts.

16/07/2015WRQQ01400Tenant Purchase Scheme Administration

16/07/2015WRQQ01500707. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when a new tenant purchase scheme will become operational; the way the 
discount on the market value of the property will be calculated; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [29567/15]

16/07/2015WRQQ01600722. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when the local authority tenant purchase scheme is likely to be announced; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29675/15]

16/07/2015WRQQ01700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): I propose to take Questions Nos. 707 and 722 together.

Part 3 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014 provides for a new scheme for 
the tenant purchase of existing local authority houses along incremental purchase lines, similar 
to the schemes currently operating for local authority apartments and certain new local author-
ity houses. 

The Government’s Social Housing Strategy 2020 includes a commitment to make the Regu-
lations necessary for the scheme’s introduction, setting out the full details involved. I expect 
that the new scheme will commence at the earliest possible date following the making of the 
Regulations which are at an advanced stage of preparation.

The scheme will operate along the lines of the incremental purchase model schemes current-
ly operating, which involve discounts for purchasers linked to household income.  The discount 
will be applied to the purchase price of the house to be determined by the local authority in ac-
cordance with the method to be prescribed in Regulations.  It is intended to relate the purchase 
price of the house to its market value with replacement costs also being taken into account.

Full details of the scheme, including the income related discounts available to tenant pur-
chasers, will be set out in the Regulations.

16/07/2015WRQQ01800Departmental Programmes

16/07/2015WRQQ01900708. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
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Local Government his Department’s priorities for the remainder of this Dáil; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29584/15]

16/07/2015WRQQ02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My priority will be to continue to deliver on those commitments within the Programme for 
Government for which I have responsibility.  As the Taoiseach and Tánaiste have clearly stated, 
the focus of the Government is to broaden and deepen the economic recovery so that it is felt 
by individuals, families and communities in their daily lives.  The overarching objective of my 
work will be to ensure that, building on the progress already made, my Department continues 
to contribute to sustainable economic growth and to ensuring that all members of society reap 
the benefits of that growth.  Social housing is a key priority for Government, as evidenced by 
the additional €2.2 billion in funding announced in Budget 2015 and the publication of the 
Social Housing Strategy 2020 in November 2014.  The targeted social housing provision of 
over 110,000 social housing units, through the delivery of 35,000 new social housing units and 
meeting the housing needs of some 75,000 households through the Housing Assistance Pay-
ment and Rental Accommodation Scheme, will address the needs of the 90,000 households on 
the housing waiting list in full, with flexibility to meet potential future demand.  Importantly, 
the Strategy restores the State to a central role in the provision of social housing. 

I have set ambitious targets for local authorities for the period 2015 – 2017 in my announce-
ment on 1 April 2015, with an investment of €1.5 billion in a combination of building, purchase 
and leasing schemes which will accommodate 25% of those currently on the social housing 
waiting lists.  On 5 May 2015, I announced funding of €312 million to support some 100 sepa-
rate housing projects, providing 1,700 units of accommodation across all 31 local authorities.  I 
will be making further announcements in the coming weeks and months.

I will continue to progress the Government approved Implementation Plan on the State’s 
Response to Homelessness.  This national plan is designed to achieve the Government’s stated 
commitment to ending involuntary long-term homelessness and the need to sleep rough by 
2016.  I will continue to engage with Government colleagues, housing authorities and Non-
Governmental Organisations to meet the challenges of the increasing number of individuals and 
families presenting as homeless, particularly to reduce the numbers falling into homelessness 
and to provide appropriate emergency accommodation for those who require it.

I want to continue the enhancement of planning legislation to ensure we have a robust and 
effective system.  I am progressing the Urban Regeneration and Housing Bill 2015 during the 
current term and will bring forward the Planning No. 2 (Office of the Planning Regulator) Bill 
in the autumn.  

Building on progress such as the recent lifting of Boil Water Notices for 11,300 Irish Water 
customers in Roscommon, I will also continue to drive implementation of new arrangements 
for water management under the Government’s Water Sector Reform Programme, working 
closely with Irish Water, to ensure that the challenges of meeting water demands in critical loca-
tions for industrial and commercial development, facilitating economic recovery and assisting 
job creation are addressed.

My Department will continue to oversee the implementation of a range of policy decisions 
first signalled in the Action Programme for Effective Local and given statutory effect subse-
quently under the Local Government Reform Act 2014.  Work on a review of local government 
arrangements in Cork and Galway by independent statutory committees is proceeding and I 
have also established boundary committees to examine local authority boundaries in Athlone, 
Drogheda, Carlow and Waterford.  Reports and recommendations from these committees are 
due in 2015 and early 2016.
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I will continue to advance the roll out of the new Social Inclusion and Community Activa-
tion Programme (SICAP).  My priority, as part of the programme of local government reform, 
has been the establishment of Local Community Development Committees (LCDCs) in all 
local authority areas.  These Committees, comprising public-private socio-economic interests, 
have responsibility for, and will oversee and manage, local and community development pro-
grammes on an area basis, including my Department’s SICAP.  The roll out of the new Leader 
Programme under the Rural Development Programme 2014 to 2020 will also be a priority.

I will continue to prioritise environmental issues and my Department will remain heavily 
involved in a broad range of environmental matters in the international arena, covering areas 
such as climate change (including full engagement in the negotiations of a new global deal on 
climate under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change to be concluded in Paris in 
December) and the continued development of the National Mitigation Plan, which will set out 
Ireland’s first statutory low carbon development strategy for the period to 2050, as well as the 
broader sustainable development agenda.  It is essential that our recovery is based on sustain-
able development with a long term horizon and I am committed to the enactment of the Climate 
Action and Low-Carbon Development Bill, together with a new national roadmap to help Ire-
land meet its climate change targets.  I have also recently announced changes to the regulatory 
regime for household waste collection, including new enforcement measures and the move to 
pay-by-weight waste collection requirements commencing from July 2016, which I expect will 
further reduce our reliance on landfill and lead to greater recovery and recycling of waste in the 
State.

The implementation of the Government’s Civil Service Renewal Action Plan and the wid-
er public service reform programme will be key priorities for my Department in the coming 
months. 

I will also be continuing the Government’s programme of rebuilding trust in politics and I 
look forward to the outcome of the engagement and consultation process currently being con-
ducted by the Joint Oireachtas Committee on the Environment, Culture and the Gaeltacht on the 
establishment of an Electoral Commission. 

In addressing this wide-ranging brief, I am committed to driving the work of my Depart-
ment to ensure it plays a significant part in or country’s economic and social recovery.

16/07/2015WRQQ02100Waste Management

16/07/2015WRQQ02200709. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the percentage of total waste; and of electrical waste, re-used and recycled; 
his views that targets should be set for re-use, where possible, particularly with regard to electri-
cal equipment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29596/15]

16/07/2015WRQQ02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Latest data in relation to Ireland’s waste management performance, including with 
respect to Waste Electrical & Electronic Equipment (WEEE), are contained in the EPA’s Na-
tional Waste Report for 2012, available on the EPA website (www.epa.ie).  The 2013 Report is 
expected to be published shortly. 

Under Directive 2012/19/EU on WEEE, Member States have an obligation to prioritise re- 
use at the earliest stages of WEEE take-back, separate WEEE for re-use and enable access for 
re-use centres or ‘approved preparing for re-use of WEEE organisations’ to collected WEEE 
prior to any further transfer.
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Accordingly, regulation 17(3) in the European Union (Waste Electrical and Electronic 
Equipment) Regulations 2014 now provides that ‘prior to any further transfer for treatment, a 
producer or authorised representative shall provide for the separation at their collection points 
of WEEE that is to be prepared for re-use from other separately collected WEEE by granting 
access for personnel from approved preparing for re-use of WEEE organisations that have been 
approved and registered by the registration body’.

The WEEE Register Society is the national registration body for Ireland.  Preparing for re-
use organisations who wish to gain access to WEEE from collection points are obliged to apply 
for approval from the WEEE Register Society who have developed the approval process, fol-
lowing consultation with re-use organisations, the EPA, producers and the WEEE compliance 
schemes, according to criteria set by the Minister. 

Research has demonstrated the importance of promoting re-use of WEEE.  In many instanc-
es, products are being discarded when they are in full working order that could be diverted for 
re-use and resale.  Development of a re-use sector provides an opportunity to make a significant 
contribution to social and economic growth by creating employment and ensuring sustainable 
economic growth, whilst at the same time minimising environmental pollution.  Development 
of this opportunity is reflected in the Government’s 2012 Waste Management Policy - A Re-
source Opportunity.

16/07/2015WRQQ02400Water and Sewerage Schemes Provision

16/07/2015WRQQ02500710. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide a list of the applications received from certain counties (details 
supplied), and the funding approved in 2015 to these counties under the rural water programme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29602/15]

16/07/2015WRQQ02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Responsibility for the administration of my Department’s Rural Water Programme, under 
which funding is provided for group water and group sewerages schemes, has been devolved 
to local authorities since 1997.  The selection, prioritisation and approval of individual group 
scheme proposals for advancement and funding under the programme, within the overall pri-
orities set by my Department and subject to the block grant allocations provided, is therefore 
a matter for the local authorities.  Details of the Group Sewerage Scheme allocations to the 
counties referred to in the Question under the Rural Water Programme 2015 are outlined in the 
following table.

2015 Rural Water Programmme - Group Sewerage Schemes Allocations

County Allocation
Carlow €100,000
Kildare €33,700
Kilkenny €200,000
Laois Nil
Offaly €150,000
Tipperary Nil

16/07/2015WRQQ02700Planning Issues

16/07/2015WRQQ02800711. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
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Local Government his plans to introduce legislation regarding the issue of controlling the height 
of adjoining property owners’ trees and hedges, given that local authorities currently seem pow-
erless on this issue, and affected persons have no remedy other than pursuing an expensive civil 
case. [29618/15]

16/07/2015WRQQ02900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): Planning legislation places no specific restrictions on the 
height of trees, nor does it make any particular provision for remedy from any other nuisance 
which may be caused by trees in an urban residential area.  However there is currently a civil 
remedy available concerning branches or roots of neighbouring trees encroaching on a person’s 
property.  The previous Minister of State for Housing and Planning wrote to the Minister for 
Justice in June 2012 to explore the possibility of providing a broader civil law remedy for par-
ties affected by high trees and hedges on adjoining properties.  In this regard, advice was sought 
on the possibility of legislative provision being made whereby a person substantially deprived 
of the enjoyment of their property, such as the deprivation of light caused by high trees on a 
neighbouring property, could apply to the Courts for an order, and that the Courts could make 
an order as they see fit, e.g. to cut the trees back to an appropriate height. 

The Minister for Justice responded in July 2012 suggesting that disputes of this nature be-
tween neighbours could perhaps be more appropriately dealt with through mediation – which is 
being increasingly used internationally as a tool for the resolution of civil disputes - rather than 
through the Courts.  In this regard, I understand that the Minister for Justice proposes to publish 
a Mediation Bill later in 2015. Such mechanism, when introduced, should assist in speeding 
up the resolution of civil disputes of this nature, reduce legal costs and ameliorate the stress of 
contested court proceedings.

16/07/2015WRQQ03000Unfinished Housing Developments

16/07/2015WRQQ03100712. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the extent to which his Department continues to monitor progress in regard 
to the completion of development works in unfinished housing estates, by county; the extent of 
the works completed; and remaining; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29663/15]

16/07/2015WRQQ03200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): Since 2010, an annual national housing survey of unfinished 
housing developments has been conducted during the summer months to monitor progress.  In 
that period, the number of unfinished housing developments has decreased by approximately, 
two-thirds; from nearly 3,000 in 2010 to 992 in 2014.  The 2015 annual housing survey will be 
carried out during August and September.  The detailed findings of the annual surveys, annual 
progress reports and other useful publications and information in relation to Unfinished Hous-
ing Developments are available on the Housing Agency’s website at: 

www.housing.ie/Our-Services/Unfinished-Housing-Developments.aspx 

As Minister for Housing and Planning and Coordination of Construction 2020, I chair the 
National Coordination Committee on Unfinished Housing Developments.  The Committee 
comprises senior representatives of the key stakeholders, including the banking and construc-
tion industries, NAMA, local authorities, the Health and Safety Authority, residents and officials 
from my Department.  The Committee was established to drive and oversee the implementation 
of the recommendations of ‘Resolving Ireland’s Unfinished Housing Developments – Report of 
the Advisory Group on Unfinished Housing Developments’, published in May 2011.
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The Committee has met on 14 occasions and has adopted a collaborative approach amongst 
its constituent members to promote the work of resolving the housing situation faced by resi-
dents of unfinished housing developments. 

The development of Site Resolution Plans (SRPs), agreed between residents, developers, 
funders and local authority personnel for the finalisation of works on site to render estates as 
habitable as possible, has been pivotal in resolving a large number of estates.  The 2014 National 
Housing Survey shows that, of the 1,263 estates inspected, there were 587 estates going through 
the SRP process.  This collaborative approach serves the best interests of all concerned and is 
an effective tool in the resolution process.  For further information on Site Resolution Plans, 
can be found at section 3.4 of the Guidance Manual on Managing and Resolving Unfinished Es-
tates, August 2011, which is available at the following weblink:www.housing.ie/Our-Services/
Unfinished-Housing-Developments/Guidance-Manual-on-Resolving-Unfinished-Housing-De/
Guidance-Materials/Guidance-Manual_Managing-and-Resolving-Unfinished.aspx.

Budget 2014 contained a special provision, in the form of a targeted €10m Special Resolu-
tion Fund (SRF), to assist further in addressing the legacy of unfinished housing developments.  
The SRF is designed to encourage the resolution of the remaining tranche of unfinished devel-
opments identified in the National Housing Development Survey 2013 and, particularly, those 
developments not likely to be resolved in the normal way through solely developer/owner/
funder action because of the presence of specific financial barriers.  On 2 May 2014, alloca-
tions from the Special Resolution Fund were announced and 86 developments were approved 
for funding.  The following link contains a list of all developments approved for SRF funding: 
www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/News/MainBody,37940,en.htm

Approximately, €7.5m has been drawn down from the Special Resolution Fund to date.   

The management and administration of issues relating to unfinished housing developments 
is a matter for individual local authorities.  Each local authority has appointed an Unfinished 
Housing Development co-ordinator; contact details can be found on the Housing Agency’s 
website at the following weblink: www.housing.ie/our-services/unfinished-housing-develop-
ments/local-authority-contacts.aspx

16/07/2015WRQQ03300Shared Ownership Scheme

16/07/2015WRQQ03400713. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the extent to which he and his Department have managed to address the 
inherited issue of distressed shared ownership mortgages; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29664/15]

16/07/2015WRQQ03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department, with the assistance of the Housing Agency, the Housing Finance Agency 
and the Local Authority Housing Loans Management Group, has been examining the opera-
tion of the Shared Ownership Scheme for existing borrowers.  The issues arising with Shared 
Ownership Schemes require careful consideration and expert financial data analysis.  Arising 
from the findings of the review to date, with effect from 1 July 2015, the Index Linked Shared 
Ownership Scheme (operational up to end-2002) has been revised with regard to the annual 
indexation of the rental equity balance and rental payments.  These amendments will reduce the 
monthly cost for these borrowers and avoid existing rental equity balances increasing for the re-
maining term.  My Department has issued directions to local authorities outlining the measures 
and I understand these changes are being applied to individual loan accounts. 
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In addition, the recent reduction of 0.20% in the Local Authority variable mortgage interest 
rate will also benefit many Share Ownership borrowers.  This new rate cut will bring the vari-
able mortgage interest rate charged to local authority borrowers down to 2.55% with effect from 
1 July, saving borrowers around €17 per month on a typical mortgage of €100,000.

My Department, together with the other agencies, will continue to examine the operation 
of Shared Ownership loans and issues arising for some borrowers with a view to developing 
further measures that may assist with the affordability of these arrangements.   

Local authority borrowers should contact their local authority if they are having difficulty 
making the repayments on their local authority mortgage or Shared Ownership arrangement.  
My Department’s latest guidelines for local authorities in dealing with mortgage arrears within 
the local authority sector, Dealing with Mortgage Arrears – A Guide for Local   Authorities 
(June 2014), are available on my Department’s website at: www.environ.ie/en/Publications/
DevelopmentandHousing/Housing/FileDownLoad,30943,en.pdf 

16/07/2015WRQQ03600Housing Adaptation Grant Funding

16/07/2015WRQQ03700714. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the extent to which adequate resources remain available to the various local 
authorities to facilitate the provision of housing adaptation grants to meet the requirements of 
those with disabilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29665/15]

16/07/2015WRQQ03800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The total funding allocation for 2015 of €50.5m nationally for the Housing Adaptation 
Grant Schemes for Older People and People with a Disability represents an increase of some 
10% over the 2014 funding.  I trust that this increase will enable local authorities to deliver an 
increased level of service to their citizens.  My Department works with the local authorities to 
manage the available budget for these supports and reallocates funding if underspends arise, to 
ensure full use of the available funding.

16/07/2015WRQQ03900Housing Issues

16/07/2015WRQQ04000715. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the extent to which his Department is being made aware of new applicants 
applying for local authority housing, arising from repossessions, or notices to quit from land-
lords; the extent to which this is being monitored by the various local authorities with a view 
to taking steps to address the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29666/15]

16/07/2015WRQQ04100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I refer to the reply to Question No. 178 of 23 April 2015 which sets out the position in this 
matter. 

16/07/2015WRQQ04200Greenhouse Gas Emissions

16/07/2015WRQQ04300716. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the extent to which this country remains compliant with international carbon 
reduction targets; the programme for the future in this regard; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [29667/15]
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16/07/2015WRQQ04400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Ireland is on course to comply with its greenhouse gas emission reduction target for the pur-
poses of the Kyoto Protocol in the commitment period 2008 to 2012.  The Doha Amendment to 
the Kyoto Protocol, which establishes a second commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol from 
2013 to 2020, was agreed in 2012 but has not yet entered into force.  Ireland has completed the 
necessary domestic acceptance procedures in relation to the Doha Amendment and will be in 
a position to formally accept it in the third quarter of 2015.  2015 will also be a pivotal year in 
terms of the international response to climate change.  Parties to the UN Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change are working to conclude a new global agreement in Paris in December.  
Ireland, through the EU, is play ing its part in these negotiations.  The October 2014 European 
Council Conclusions agreed the headline targets for the EU for the period 2021 to 2030 and 
these form the basis of the EU’s intended nationally-determined contribution (INDC) to the 
new global agreement, which was submitted to the UN Secretariat on 6 March 2015.

The extent of the challenge to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, in line with our interna-
tional commitments, is well understood by Government, as reflected in the National Policy 
Position on Climate Action and Low-Carbon Development, published in April 2014, and in the 
Climate Action and Low-Carbon Development Bill 2015, published in January 2015 and which 
is currently before the Oireachtas.  The National Policy Position provides a high-level policy 
direction for the adoption and implementation by Government of plans to enable the State to 
move to a low-carbon economy by 2050.  Proposed statutory authority for the plans is set out 
in the Climate Action and Low-Carbon Development Bill 2015.

In anticipation of enactment of the planned legislation, work is already underway o n devel-
oping a low-carbon plan - the National Mitigation Plan - the primary objective of which will be 
to track implementation of measures already underway and identify additional measures within 
the longer term to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and progress the overall national low car-
bon transition agenda to 2050.  In continuing my commitment to openness and inclusiveness in 
the development of national climate policy, I invited the views of the public and stakeholders, 
on 10 June 2015, on the preparation of the National Mitigation Plan currently being developed.  
I look forward to receiving input from all interested parties on how we might address the spe-
cific challenges ahead and harness the opportunities as Ireland moves towards a low-carbon 
sustainable economic future.

16/07/2015WRQQ04500Wind Energy Guidelines

16/07/2015WRQQ04600717. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when the new guidelines in respect of windfarms will become applicable; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29668/15]

16/07/2015WRQQ04700776. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when he will publish the new wind energy guidelines; if these will be legally bind-
ing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30356/15]

16/07/2015WRQQ04800778. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide details of the current status of proposed new guidelines 
on wind energy; if he will provide an expected time frame as to when such regulations will be 
introduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30370/15]

16/07/2015WRQQ04900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 717, 776 and 778 together.



Questions - Written Answers

516

In December 2013, my Department published proposed “draft” revisions to the noise, set-
backs and shadow flicker aspects of the 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines. These 
draft revisions proposed the setting of a more stringent day and night noise limit of 40 decibels 
for future wind energy developments, a mandatory minimum setback of 500 metres between a 
wind turbine and the nearest dwelling for amenity considerations, and the complete elimination 
of shadow flicker between wind turbines and neighbouring dwellings. 

A public consultation process was initiated on these proposed draft revisions to the Guide-
lines, which ran until February 21 2014.  My Department received submissions from 7,500 
organisations and members of the public during this public consultation process.  It is intended 
that the revisions to the 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines will be finalised as soon as 
possible.  In this regard, account has to be taken of the extensive response to the public consul-
tation in framing the final guidelines.  Further work is also advancing to develop technical ap-
pendices to assist planning authorities with the practical application of the noise measurement 
aspects of the Wind Guidelines.   The revisions to the Wind Energy Development Guidelines 
2006, when finalised, will be issued under Section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 
2000, as amended.  It is a matter for the relevant planning authority to make the appropriate 
determination in relation to a planning application or appeal, having regard to relevant planning 
guidelines issued by my Department.  However, these guidelines are issued for guidance pur-
poses to assist planning authorities in the performance of their functions.  Ultimately, planning 
authorities – be they the local planning authorities or An Bord Pleanála - will make their own 
decision based on the specific merits or otherwise of individual planning applications.

16/07/2015WRQQ05000Local Authority Housing

16/07/2015WRQQ05100718. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the number of persons currently on the various local authority hous-
ing lists; the extent to which rent increases are making it impossible for such families to exist, 
or to remain in their homes; if urgent provision may be made to meet their requirements, thus 
preventing a rapid escalation in homelessness; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29669/15]

16/07/2015WRQQ05200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The latest summary of social housing assessments, which was carried out as of 7 May 2013, 
showed that there were 89,872 households on local authority waiting lists at that date.  The 2013 
figures are the most up-to-date figures available on waiting list numbers, which are subject to 
on-going fluctuation due to households being allocated housing and new households applying 
for housing support.  The full 2013 results are available on my Department’s website at:  www.
environ.ie/en/Publications/DevelopmentandHousing/Housing/FileDownLoad,34857,en.pdf 

In order to ensure that the most up to date and comprehensive data is available on an on-
going basis relating to the numbers applying for social housing support, the Government’s 
Social Housing Strategy 2020, published in November 2014, includes a number of actions to 
standardise assessment and increase the regularity of assessments including undertaking the 
summary of social housing assessments on an annual basis from 2016 onwards.

The Government’s Social Housing Strategy targets the provision of over 110,000 social 
housing units to 2020, through the delivery of 35,000 new social housing units and meeting the 
housing needs of some 75,000 households through the Housing Assistance Payment and Rental 
Accommodation Scheme.  This will address the needs of the 90,000 households on the housing 
waiting list in full, with flexibility to meet potential future demand. 
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I have set ambitious targets for local authorities for the period 2015 – 2017 in my announce-
ment on 1 April 2015, with an investment of €1.5 billion in a combination of building, purchase 
and leasing schemes which will accommodate 25% of those currently on the social housing 
waiting lists.  On 5 May 2015, I announced funding of €312 million which covered some 100 
separate housing projects, providing 1,700 units of accommodation across all 31 local authori-
ties.  I will be making further announcements in the coming weeks and months.   

Ultimately, a shortage of supply is at the heart of rising rents and the Government is address-
ing this on a number of fronts.  Construction 2020: A Strategy for a Renewed Construction Sec-
tor, published last year, is aimed at addressing bottlenecks that might impede the construction 
sector in meeting demand.  My Department is leading on a range of actions under Construction 
2020, including two significant pieces of planning legislation, one of which - the Urban Regen-
eration and Housing Bill - is currently progressing through the Oireachtas.   

My overriding objective in relation to rents is to achieve stability and sustainability in the 
market for the benefit of tenants, landlords and society as a whole.  The regulation of rent raises 
many complex economic and legal issues and I have to be satisfied that any measures proposed 
are balanced and have the desired effect on the rental market while being fair to landlords and 
tenants alike.  Ultimately, any decision in relation to rent certainty is a matter for Government 
and it is my intention to bring proposals to Government for consideration as soon as the neces-
sary preparatory work has been completed.

16/07/2015WRQQ05300Air and Water Pollution

16/07/2015WRQQ05400719. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the degree to which monitoring continues to take place in respect of air and 
water pollution; if particular trends have become noticeable arising from this; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29670/15]

16/07/2015WRQQ05500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Air quality monitoring in Ireland is carried out to meet the requirements of EU Directive 
2008/50/EC on ambient air quality and cleaner air for Europe, also known as the CAFE Di-
rective.  The Directive requires that certain minimum levels of monitoring are conducted for 
the purpose of assessment and management of air quality.  The EPA has responsibility for the 
monitoring of air quality in Ireland, and monitors a range of atmospheric pollutants, based on 
data obtained from the 31 monitoring stations that form the national ambient air quality net-
work.  The EPA publishes an annual report on air quality, based primarily on the monitoring 
requirements of the CAFE Directive.  The most recent report, Air Quality in Ireland 2013 – Key 
Indicators of Ambient Air Quality, was published in October 2014 and provides an assessment 
of air quality in Ireland for 2013, compared to the CAFE Directive standards, as well as assess-
ments in relation to more stringent World Health Organisation (WHO) air quality guidelines for 
the protection of human health.

I welcome the fact that downward trends have been identified for many pollutants and that 
Ireland currently meets all EU standards for air quality, while noting that Ireland exceeds WHO 
air quality guideline values for particulate matter (PM) in some areas.  Particulate matter levels 
are of concern, particularly during the winter heating season in some areas where the sale of 
smoky coal is permitted.  Because of this, levels of particulate matter in smaller towns can often 
be similar to, or higher than, those in cities where the sale and use of smoky coal is banned.  To 
help protect our good air quality, consumers must become more aware of their choice in home 
heating fuel and the potential impact that this choice can have on air quality in their locality and 
on human health.   
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In respect to monitoring of water quality, the EPA, local authorities, Inland Fisheries Ireland 
and the Marine Institute monitor rivers, lakes, transitional and coastal waters, and groundwater 
quality under the Water Framework Directive.  This extensive monitoring programme com-
prises: 336 groundwater monitoring sites, 3,051 river monitoring sites, 42 canal monitoring 
sites, 213 lakes, 193 transitional water bodies and 101 coastal water bodies and provides a good 
overview of current water quality and trends. 

The findings from the monitoring programme are detailed in the Water Quality in Ireland 
Reports.  The most recent report covers the period from 2010-2012 and is available on the EPA 
website at www.epa.ie/pubs/reports/water/waterqua/wqr20102012/.

The report contains an overview of water quality and in summary reports that 53% of riv-
ers, 43% of lakes, 45% of transitional waters, 93% of coastal waters and 99% of groundwater 
were satisfactory at good or high status.  There was a 4% increase in high or good condition 
(73%) river channel based on the biological Q value assessments. Serious pollution of rivers 
reduced to 17 km from 53 km since the last reporting period (2007-2009).  Reported fish kills 
declined to an all-time low of 70 recorded between 2010 and 2012.  There was a 5% reduction 
in satisfactory quality lakes (10 lakes) and further investigations are ongoing as to the cause of 
this reduction.  Water quality in canals remains very high at over 90% satisfactory.  The south 
and south-east of the country continue to have the greatest proportion of groundwater and riv-
ers with nitrogen concentrations over 10 mg/l NO3.  While there was a decrease in detections 
of faecal coliforms in groundwater from 61% in 2008 to 51% in 2012, these levels highlight a 
risk for drinking water in areas where there is inadequate treatment.  Approximately 35% of the 
designated shellfish areas were non-compliant with the guide value for Escherichia coli. 

The 2015 surveys are currently under way and a new national update for 2013-2015 will be 
available in 2016.  The EPA and local authorities respond to water quality incidents and com-
plaints on an ongoing basis.

16/07/2015WRQQ05600Waste Management

16/07/2015WRQQ05700720. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the extent to which the various forms of waste management are currently 
being used, with particular reference to the maximum use of reduction, recycling, re-use, land-
fill, or thermal disposal; the extent to which current practice is in accordance with international 
guidelines in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29672/15]

16/07/2015WRQQ05800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Full details on Ireland’s waste generation and management performance including a full 
breakdown by treatment activity are contained in the 2012 National Waste Report, available on 
the EPA’s website (www.epa.ie). 

Ireland is meeting all existing targets set down under EU legislation, including our landfill 
diversion targets, and our recycling rate for municipal waste (40%) is approaching the EU aver-
age (42%).  I expect Ireland’s performance to continue to improve, given the further reduction 
in reliance on landfill since 2012, the coming on-stream of important new indigenous treatment 
capacity and important changes to household waste collection to further drive segregation lev-
els.

16/07/2015WRQQ05900Local Authority Housing
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16/07/2015WRQQ06000721. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of housing units offered to local authority housing applicants in 
County Kildare in the past six months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29674/15]

16/07/2015WRQQ06100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The information requested is not available in my Department.  Under Section 22 of the 
Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, all local authorities are required to make a hous-
ing allocation scheme, the making of which is a reserved function of the elected members of the 
local authority concerned, in this case Kildare County Council.

    Question No. 722 answered with Question No. 707.

16/07/2015WRRR00300Waste Management

16/07/2015WRRR00400723. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding the completion of the remediation works at the Ker-
diffstown dump in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29676/15]

16/07/2015WRRR00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Kildare County Council took over responsibility for the management and remediation of 
the site from the Environmental Protection Agency on 29 May 2015, allowing for the remedia-
tion process to commence.  The Council will be making application for planning permission 
and a waste licence in the coming months.  It is important to note that this is a significant multi-
annual project in both environmental and economic terms.  It is likely in that context that the 
full remediation process will run to between five and seven years.

16/07/2015WRRR00600Rental Accommodation Scheme Administration

16/07/2015WRRR00700724. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of landlords who have signed up to the rental accommodation scheme 
in County Meath in 2015; and if landlords in County Meath have been contacted directly by the 
local authority encouraging them to use the scheme. [29677/15]

16/07/2015WRRR00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The information requested is not available in my Department.  As at 31 December 2014, 
269 landlords were participating in the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) in Co. Meath.  
Local authorities are responsible for administering the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS).  
The Social Housing Strategy 2020 has set targets for delivery in respect of RAS.  Formal targets 
by authority have been set for 2015, in respect of the new RAS properties target of 2,000.  A 
target of 50 transfers to the RAS scheme has been identified for Meath County Council in 2015.  
Meath County Council has completed 13 transfers, or 26% of its 2015 target, to end of April 
2015.  A further target of 51 transfers has been set for the period 2016/2017.

16/07/2015WRRR00900Housing Assistance Payments

16/07/2015WRRR01000725. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide, in tabular form, the annual cost of the housing assistance 
payment in County Meath, between 2011 and 2014 and in 2015 to date; and the number of 
landlords in receipt of each payment in the county. [29678/15]
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16/07/2015WRRR01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Further to the enactment of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014 on 28 July 
2014, the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) has been rolled out to all categories of house-
holds in 13 local authority areas on a pilot basis.  Dublin City Council is also implementing a 
HAP pilot for homeless households in the Dublin region on behalf of the 4 Dublin local authori-
ties.  There are now over 2,600 households in receipt of HAP across the local authority areas 
taking part in the statutory pilot.  During the legislation’s passage through the Oireachtas in July 
2014 an undertaking was given that a progress report on the first phase of the HAP pilot would 
be prepared for the relevant Oireachtas Committee.  I submitted a report to the Oireachtas Com-
mittee on Environment, Culture and the Gaeltacht at the end of April 2015, and an information 
session for Oireachtas members and their staff was held on 23 June 2015.  Based on the find-
ings of that review, the second phase of the HAP statutory pilot has recently commenced with 
the HAP scheme becoming operational in Donegal County Council on 25 May 2015, in Offaly 
County Council on the 15 June 2015 and in Carlow, Clare and Tipperary County Councils and 
Cork City Council from 29 June 2015. 

Consideration is currently being given to the sequencing of a further cohort of local authori-
ties to commence HAP on an incremental basis this year; I can confirm that my Department is 
in contact with Meath County Council with a view to co mmencing the HAP scheme in the area 
later this year.  No HAP related expenditure has arisen to date in the Meath County Council 
area.

16/07/2015WRRR01200Local Authority Finances

16/07/2015WRRR01300726. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will confirm where moneys are being held that were transferred from Skib-
bereen town council when it was abolished and that were to be spent on water and sewerage 
infrastructure in the town of Skibbereen in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29684/15]

16/07/2015WRRR01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Section 12(8) of the Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides for development levies 
received by local authorities for the purpose of investment in water services to be transferred to 
Irish Water and provides that such levies can only be expended by Irish Water in the functional 
area of the local authority concerned.  On 30 March 2015, I signed an Order under section 12 
of the Water Services (No 2) Act 2013 providing for the transfer from the local authorities to 
Irish Water of moneys received or due to be received, in accordance with section 48 or 49 of the 
Planning and Development Act 2000. 

Work is currently underway between Irish Water and the local authorities in relation to the 
identification and quantification of water-related financial liabilities.  Final agreement on the 
liability to transfer to Irish Water, including financial assets, liabilities and debtors, will be by 
way of balancing statements agreed between Irish Water and local authorities.  Again, this is a 
very significant exercise which it is important is completed accurately.  The work involved is 
now at an advanced stage and I anticipate that it will be completed shortly. 

The balances transferred from former Town Councils under the Local Government Reform 
Act 2014, currently rest with the relevant merged authority; in the case of Skibbereen Town 
Council, these balances are with Cork County Council.

16/07/2015WRRR01500Capital Assistance Scheme
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16/07/2015WRRR01600727. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide the details of the approved housing bodies in Galway city 
and county, that had their proposals under the capital assistance scheme prioritised; the number 
of units involved in each proposal; the number of proposals from each body prioritised; when 
decisions will be made on these proposals, given the critical shortage of social housing in the 
region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29685/15]

16/07/2015WRRR01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The following are the projects that were prioritised by Galway County Council and Galway 
City Council under the recent ‘Call for Proposals’ for the Capital Assistance Scheme.  

Galway County Council

Approved Housing Body Project Location Priority No. of units 
Mountbellew Housing 
Association 

Mountbellew 1 5 

Tearmann Eanna Teo Eanach Mheain, Car-
raroe 

2 13 

Respond Housing Asso-
ciation 

Oranmore 3 4 

Claregalway Housing 
Association 

Claregalway 4 12 

Tearmann Eanna Teo Lochan Beag, Indreab-
han 

5 4 

Peter Triest Housing As-
sociation 

Bolands Lane, Gort 6 3 

Galway City Council

Approved Housing Body Project Location Priority No. of units
Cluid in partnership with 
Cope Galway & Galway 
Simon 

Various Addresses 1 16 

Respond Housing Asso-
ciation 

Sraith Fada 2 14 

Peter Triest Housing As-
sociation 

Cul Garrai 3 6 

Carraig Dubh Housing 
Association 

Rockfield 4 4 

Respond Housing Asso-
ciation 

Cluain Riocaird 5 3 

Respond Housing Asso-
ciation 

Cnoc An Oir, Rahoon 6 2 

Tuath Housing Associa-
tion 

Sliabh Rioga 7 2 

Respond Housing Asso-
ciation 

Crestwood 8 1 

Irish Wheelchair Associa-
tion 

Cun An Carraige 9 1 
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Approved Housing Body Project Location Priority No. of units
Irish Wheelchair Associa-
tion 

Lios Ealton 10 1 

The assessment of the projects submitted by all local authorities is now being finalised and 
I will be making an announcement on approvals shortly.

16/07/2015WRRR01800Social and Affordable Housing Provision

16/07/2015WRRR01900728. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when proposals submitted to Galway County Council by an approved body 
(details supplied), and subsequently prioritised for funding by the local authority to his Depart-
ment for approval, will be approved; the reason for the delay in making a decision on these 
proposals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29686/15]

16/07/2015WRRR02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Two social housing proposals have been received from Galway County Council in respect 
of the approved housing body in question under my Department’s Capital Assistance Scheme.  
The assessment of all projects recently submitted under the Capital Assistance Scheme is now 
being finalised and I will be making an announcement on approvals shortly.

16/07/2015WRRR02100Traveller Accommodation

16/07/2015WRRR02200729. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the allocation and the out-turn in expenditure for Traveller specific accom-
modation in the estimates for each year since 2008; the allocation for Traveller specific housing; 
and the amount approved for specific projects, in 2015, by his Department; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [29688/15]

16/07/2015WRRR02300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Paudie Coffey): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accom-
modation) Act 1998, housing authorities have statutory responsibility for the assessment of 
the accommodation needs of Travellers and the preparation, adoption and implementation of 
multi-annual Traveller accommodation programmes in their areas.  My Department’s role is 
to ensure that there are adequate structures and supports in place to assist the authorities in 
providing such accommodation, including a national framework of policy, legislation and fund-
ing.  Accommodation for Travellers is provided across a range of options including standard 
local authority housing which is financed from my Department’s Social Housing Investment 
Programme (SHIP),  Traveller-specific accommodation such as group housing and halting site 
bays and funded by means of 100% capital grant, private housing assisted by local authorities 
or voluntary housing bodies, private rented accommodation and through their own resources.  It 
is open to Travellers to opt for any form of accommodation, including Traveller-specific accom-
modation, and local authority programmes are intended to reflect these preferences. 

The capital allocations in respect of Traveller-specific accommodation over the period 2008 
to 2015 and the amounts recouped up to 2014 are set out in the following table: 
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Year Allocation €m Amounts recouped to LA’s 
€m

2008 40.00 35.00
2009 35.00 19.60
2010 35.00 16.11
2011 15.00 9.32
2012 6.00 4.00
2013 4.00 4.14
2014 3.00 3.16
2015 4.30

Local authorities adopted the fourth round of Traveller Accommodation Programmes in 
2014, with the five-year rolling accommodation programmes running from 2014 to 2018.  
These programmes provide a road map for local authority investment priorities over the period.  
They also form the basis for the allocation of funding from my Department for traveller accom-
modation, on foot of proposals received from local authorities and subject to approval from my 
Department. 

The 2015 capital allocations in respect of traveller specific accommodation issued to local 
authorities in May 2015.  The bulk of the funding was allocated in respect of schemes already 
under construction, new schemes approved to commence construction in 2015 and to meet 
final balances on completed schemes.  The balance of funding is towards projects that will be 
newly approved during 2015.  Details of the 2015 allocations are available on my Department’s 
website at the following link: www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/SpecialNeeds/
Travellers/News/MainBody,41970,en.htm

16/07/2015WRRR02400Irish Water Administration

16/07/2015WRRR02500730. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when it is intended to provide guidance to Uisce Éireann on the taking in 
charge of group water schemes to enable them to progress the taking over of such, given the 
reply issued to this Deputy by Uisce Éireann, stating that it is waiting for such guidance before 
it can get directly involved in taking such schemes in charge; the reason for the delay in pro-
gressing this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29689/15]

16/07/2015WRRR02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides for the transfer of water services functions 
from the 34 water services authorities to Irish Water.  Under the legislation, Irish Water now 
has the powers previously held by local authorities in relation to the takeover of Group Water 
Schemes.  This means that Irish Water may acquire by agreement a waterworks or waste water 
works, subject generally to not fewer than two thirds of those entitled to dispose of it (typically 
the members of a group water scheme), giving their consent. 

It is open, therefore, to group water schemes to contact Irish Water if they wish to have their 
schemes considered for take over. 

Separately my Department continues to provide some limited funding under its Rural Water 
Programme to bring quality deficient group water schemes up to a standard in advance of take-
over.  As responsibility for the administration of this programme has been devolved to the local 
authorities, group schemes which may come under this heading can contact their local authority 
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for advice on the matter. 

My Department is engaging separately with Irish Water on broader issues around rural wa-
ter and sewerage programmes with a view to ensuring that there is appropriate integration of the 
Department’s Rural Water Programme and Irish Water’s Capital Investment Programme so as 
to fully support rural development and address any environmental issues that may arise.  Such 
discussions will involve the National Federation of Group Water Schemes and local authority 
management.  Guidance relating to taking over group schemes will be considered in this forum.

16/07/2015WRRR02700Fire Safety

16/07/2015WRRR02800731. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on problems in a housing estate (details supplied) in County 
Kildare, given that he met recently with residents at the same estate; when he will issue a de-
termination in respect of State support for affected residents, if, given the consultants’ report 
prepared for Kildare County Council, he considers that there is a need for other developments 
undertaken by the same construction company to be investigated; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [29695/15]

16/07/2015WRRR02900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): I understand that Kildare County Council is liaising with 
the Millfield Hawthorns Representative Group on an ongoing basis in an effort to be of support 
and assistance to residents at this difficult time.  Minister Kelly attended a meeting with the 
Millfield Hawthorns Representative Group on 25 May 2015 and heard at first hand the issues 
and concerns involved in this complex matter.  The issues raised at that meeting are now under 
active consideration within the Department and I understand that Minister Kelly will be re-
sponding to the residents very shortly.  My Department will also continue to liaise closely with 
Kildare County Council in relation to the situation at Millfield Manor.

In relation to the situation more generally in other developments, the position is that local 
authorities have considerable powers under the Building Control Acts, the Fire Services Acts 
and other relevant legislation to deal with concerns in relation to the safety of persons in and 
around buildings.  Such powers have been used to good effect by a number of local authorities 
in recent years in dealing with several serious fire safety issues which have arisen in relation to 
particular residential developments.  I would urge all local authorities to use the powers avail-
able to them to take whatever steps may be reasonable and appropriate where such concerns in 
relation to fire safety in residential buildings arise.

16/07/2015WRRR03000Water Charges Administration

16/07/2015WRRR03100732. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide information regarding the water allowance that persons 
with a disability qualify for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29714/15]

16/07/2015WRRR03200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): A new water charging regime was announced by the Government in November 2014.  The 
capped annual charges are €160 for single adult households and €260 for all other households 
until the end of 2018.  All households now know what their capped bills will be until the end 
of 2018, which is particularly important for larger households or those with high usage due to 
medical needs.  In addition, a water conservation grant of €100 per year will be available to 
qualifying households.  To be eligible for the grant, a person must have registered their prin-
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cipal private residence with Irish Water on or before 30 June 2015.  The Department of Social 
Protection is administering the grant scheme on behalf of my Department.  During late August 
and September all households that have registered with Irish Water on or before the 30 of June 
2015 will receive a notification from the Department of Social Protection on how to apply for 
the grant. 

The water conservation grant replaces the tax rebate and social protection measures, previ-
ously announced and is a more straightforward means of addressing water issues for all house-
holds on equal terms and will reduce households’ outlay on water services both now and in the 
future.

The charges structure was revised with a view to making it simpler and fairer, providing 
more clarity and certainty to households.   The overall cost for those who register with Irish Wa-
ter, net of the €100 water conservation grant, is either €1.15 a week for single adult households 
or €3 a week for all others.  Water supply will not be reduced under any circumstance.  

When it comes to payment, a range of easy pay options are in place, including direct debits, 
electronic funds transfer, payment by cash at any retail outlet with a paypoint or payzone sign or 
a post office where a bill can be paid in full or part payments of a minimum of €5 can be made.  
Irish Water also intends participating in the Household Budget scheme.  This facility, operated 
by An Post on behalf of the Department of Social Protection, provides customers with a facility 
to have their household utility bills and social housing rents deducted directly from their weekly 
social welfare payment.

16/07/2015WRRR03300Water Quality

16/07/2015WRRR03400733. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on concerns regarding the quality of water in Dublin Bay; the 
measures his Department is taking to improve its quality; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29716/15]

16/07/2015WRRR03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Assessments of the water quality in Dublin have taken place since the 1990s and improve-
ments in the quality of the waters of the Bay and its estuaries have been noted over the past 
two decades.  Currently the quality of the water and the water environment in Dublin Bay is 
monitored under the Water Framework Directive Monitoring programme which commenced in 
2006.  Monitoring is undertaken by the EPA for general water quality parameters and biologi-
cal quality is monitored by the EPA, Marine Institute and Inland Fisheries Ireland.  The current 
status classification of Dublin Bay taking all elements into consideration is good.  Some issues 
do exist in the estuaries of the Liffey and Tolka and these estuaries are currently classified as 
being at moderate status with some effects of elevated nutrients being found.  Research into 
the causes of occasional accumulations of seaweed blooms within the Bay has been included in 
the EPA’s research call for 2015.  The four identified bathing waters in the Dublin Bay area are 
monitored and managed under the requirements of the 2008 Bathing Water Quality Regulations 
by the relevant local authorities, namely Dollymount Strand, Merrion Strand, Sandymount 
Strand and Seapoint.  The EPA assessed the monitoring results for these bathing waters for 
the period 2011 – 2014 and determined the bathing waters to have the following classification 
in 2014: Seapoint – Excellent water quality status, Dollymount Strand – Good water quality 
status, Merrion Strand – Sufficient water quality status, and Sandymount Strand - Good water 
quality status. 

Throughout the bathing season, the local authorities report their bathing water monitoring 
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results to the EPA and this information is published and made available to the public on the 
national bathing water website (splash.epa.ie).  During the bathing season where any incidents 
arise at these identified bathing waters the local authorities report the incidents to the EPA us-
ing a notification system which automatically reports incident information, including actions 
undertaken to protect bathers, and dissemination of this information to the public is undertaken 
via the Splash website and via social media through the @EPABathingWater twitter account. 

During the 2015 bathing season to date, four incidents have arisen where faecal contamina-
tion was detected at the Dublin City Council bathing waters (2 incidents at Merrion Strand, 1 in-
cident at Dollymount Strand and 1 at Sandymount Strand).  Given the very complex and many 
inputs into the Dublin Bay area, Dublin City are currently undertaking a Microbial Source 
Tracking study at their bathing waters to identify the origin of contamination. 

The EPA issued a Waste Water Discharge Licence (D0034-01) on 27 July 2010 for the 
Greater Dublin Agglomeration (Ringsend).  The licence requires works to be undertaken to 
improve the quality of discharges from the agglomeration to ensure that appropriate protection 
is afforded to the receiving water environment. 

Since 1 January 2014 Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water services 
planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels for public water services 
including the delivery of water services capital infrastructure.  The expansion and upgrading of 
the Ringsend Wastewater Treatment Plant is an urgent priority for Irish Water and a scheme to 
achieve this is currently being evaluated in partnership with Dublin City Council.  Irish Water 
has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from public represen-
tatives.  The team can be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by telephone 
on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578.

16/07/2015WRRR03600Local Authority Finances

16/07/2015WRRR03700734. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will indicate separately the development levy balance held in each 
local authority area; his views on the restrictions that local authorities face in spending these 
levies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29729/15]

16/07/2015WRRR03800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): My role as Minister with regard to development contri-
butions is to provide the necessary statutory and policy framework within which individual 
development contribution schemes are adopted by each local authority.  The adoption of these 
schemes is a reserved function of the locally elected members of each planning authority.  It is 
a matter for the members to determine the level of contribution and the types of development 
to which they will apply.  Similarly, and as with all local charges, the invoicing and collection 
of any outstanding development contributions is a matter for the planning authority concerned 
to manage in the light of prevailing local circumstances and in accordance with normal finan-
cial procedures.  Where any payments required in respect of development contributions are 
not settled, such payments may be pursued by the planning authority through the courts as a 
contract debt and until such time as amounts outstanding are discharged in full, the conditions 
of the relevant planning permission are regarded as not having been met with the development 
concerned being unauthorised.  Information on the monetary value of development contribu-
tion balances on hand (collected at year end and not spent) is not available in my Department.  
In relation to development levy debtors and amounts collectable, local authorities are obliged 
to include data on current and long-term development levy debtors in their Annual Financial 
Statements.  The figures set out in the table below outline the position at the end of 2013.  The 
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audited figures for 2014 are not yet available.  Current debtors are debts due in the current 
year, and long term debtors are debts due in respect of periods greater than one year. An an-
nual breakdown in respect of long term debtors is not available.   Data on bad debt provisions 
relating to current development levy debtors, is also included in the table and is sourced from 
Quarterly Debtor Reports collected from local authorities by my Department.  Restrictions on 
the use of contributions are necessary.  The charging of development contributions is intended 
to allow local authorities to recoup some of the costs to public funds of servicing land for pri-
vate development.  Without such contributions, this servicing would not proceed or the full cost 
would have to be borne by the taxpayer.  The Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, 
therefore provides for income from development levies to be ring-fenced to pay for facilities 
servicing new development, for example, for roads, footpaths, public lighting and open spaces. 

Development contributions are levied by planning authorities on the basis of a development 
contribution scheme approved by the elected members which sets out how contributions are 
to be applied in their respective functional areas.  The level of contribution, and the types of 
development to which development contributions should apply, is therefore determined at local 
authority level in accordance with the powers vested in elected members in this connection. 

Local Authority Current Devel-
opment Levy 
Debtors €

Current Devel-
opment Levy 
Bad Debt Provi-
sion €

Long Term De-
velopment Levy 
Debtors €

Net due in one 
year

Carlow County 
Council 

1,241,623 1,099,489 1,527,779 €142,134

Cavan County 
Council

656,147 175,000 4,359,922 €481,147

Clare County 
Council

4,405,242 5,122,821 2,014,553 -€717,579

Cork County 
Council

8,737,494 8,813,728 40,778,678 -€76,234

Donegal County 
Council

726,045 0 3,892,885 €726,045

Fingal County 
Council

50,058,710 45,267,003 30,881,531 €4,791,707

Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown 
County Council

38,782,901 33,282,901 40,936,147 €5,500,000

Galway County 
Council

1,795,486 500,000 15,500,000 €1,295,486

Kerry County 
Council

1,968,224 630,000 119,620 €1,338,224

Kildare County 
Council

3,723,972 1,861,987 9,493,504 €1,861,985

Kilkenny Coun-
ty Council

5,302,041 4,800,000 0 €502,041

Laois County 
Council

1,017,685 101,769 2,383,496 €915,916

Leitrim County 
Council

980,675 218,383 1,716,919 €762,292
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Local Authority Current Devel-
opment Levy 
Debtors €

Current Devel-
opment Levy 
Bad Debt Provi-
sion €

Long Term De-
velopment Levy 
Debtors €

Net due in one 
year

Limerick Coun-
ty Council

28,713,036 27,486,305 99,173 €1,226,731

Longford Coun-
ty Council

2,483,405 2,232,795 568,000 €250,610

Louth County 
Council

2,337,033 1,386,163 2,313,966 €950,870

Mayo County 
Council

9,576,292 5,982,115 293,385 €3,594,177

Meath County 
Council

16,462,721 14,384,669 6,884,602 €2,078,052

Monaghan 
County Council

869,610 223,389 2,928,245 €646,221

North Tipperary 
County Council

1,264,888 500,356 718,286 €764,532

Offaly County 
Council

3,446,581 2,363,000 81,046 €1,083,581

Roscommon 
County Council

12,263,242 10,000,000 422,979 €2,263,242

Sligo County 
Council

194,000 118,500 775,866 €75,500

Local Authority Current Devel-
opment Levy 
Debtors €

Current Devel-
opment Levy 
Bad Debt Provi-
sion €

Long Term De-
velopment Levy 
Debtors €

Net due in one 
year

South Dublin 
County Council

4,575,135 878,772 12,089,003 €3,696,363

South Tipperary 
County Council

941,525 470,763 1,246,350 €470,762

Waterford 
County Council

2,412,117 1,085,453 0 €1,326,664

Westmeath 
County Council

2,243,180 1,866,199 0 €376,981

Wexford County 
Council

10,114,348 3,892,247 5,977,516 €6,222,101

Wicklow Coun-
ty Council

5,722,097 150,000 0 €5,572,097

Cork City Coun-
cil

5,367,431 4,312,200 1,981,555 €1,055,231

Dublin City 
Council

22,227,479 17,781,984 15,155,717 €4,445,495

Galway City 
Council

3,589,318 3,376,433 3,294,287 €212,885
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Local Authority Current Devel-
opment Levy 
Debtors €

Current Devel-
opment Levy 
Bad Debt Provi-
sion €

Long Term De-
velopment Levy 
Debtors €

Net due in one 
year

Limerick City 
Council

1,398,355 869,092 138,875 €529,263

Waterford City 
Council

413,173 376,918 192,725 €36,255

Clonmel Bor-
ough Council

329,725 164,862 33,016 €164,863

Drogheda Bor-
ough Council

4,557,856 1,643,428 242,010 €2,914,428

Kilkenny Bor-
ough Council

2,072,317 1,700,000 0 €372,317

Sligo Borough 
Council

196,000 93,000 381,591 €103,000

Wexford Bor-
ough Council

2,504,629 833,873 0 €1,670,756

Arklow Town 
Council

419,929 0 1,501,517 €419,929

Athlone Town 
Council

1,457,503 1,335,101 0 €122,402

Athy Town 
Council

53,214 26,607 211,511 €26,607

Ballina Town 
Council

172,413 170,000 0 €2,413

Ballinasloe 
Town Council

548,713 359,000 324,000 €189,713

Birr Town 
Council

505,554 204,914 0 €300,640

Bray Town 
Council

246,244 20,000 533,415 €226,244

Local Authority Current Devel-
opment Levy 
Debtors €

Current Develop-
ment Levy Bad 
Debt Provision €

Long Term De-
velopment Levy 
Debtors €

Net due in one 
year

Buncrana Town 
Council

7,163 39,163 240,000 -€31,999

Bundoran Town 
Council

390,626 0 0 €390,626

Carlow Town 
Council

1,428,499 1,350,000 99,269 €78,499

Carrick on Suir 
Town Council

190,312 173,939 590,479 €16,374

Carrickmacross 
Town Council

10,386 0 50,249 €10,386
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Local Authority Current Devel-
opment Levy 
Debtors €

Current Develop-
ment Levy Bad 
Debt Provision €

Long Term De-
velopment Levy 
Debtors €

Net due in one 
year

Cashel Town 
Council

124,950 62,475 25,690 €62,475

Castlebar Town 
Council

851,365 700,000 0 €151,365

Castleblayney 
Town Council

408,716 0 0 €433,397

Cavan Town 
Council

43,658 77,566 238,307 -€33,908

Clonakility 
Town Council

779,967 616,305 32,766 €163,662

Clones Town 
Council

25,125 20,000 0 €5,125

Cobh Town 
Council

143,728 27,834 0 €115,894

Dundalk Town 
Council

1,281,842 1,120,792 5,501,053 €161,050

Dungarvan 
Town Council

327,776 208,140 0 €40,000

Ennis Town 
Council

1,261,327 1,200,000 0 €61,327

Enniscorthy 
Town Council

134,187 134,187 234,859 €0

Fermoy Town 
Council

155,771 138,083 0 €17,688

Kells Town 
Council

113,320 65,000 0 €48,320

Killarney Town 
Council

261,730 174,087 121,443 €87,643

Kilrush Town 
Council

8,623 0 0 €8,623

Kinsale Town 
Council

551,277 247,767 0 €303,510

Letterkenny 
Town Council

1,034,159 817,319 0 €216,841

Listowel Town 
Council

175,944 150,000 0 €25,944

Longford Town 
Council

1,826,178 1,629,494 162,000 €196,684
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Local Authority Current Devel-
opment Levy 
Debtors €

Current Devel-
opment Levy 
Bad Debt Provi-
sion €

Long Term De-
velopment Levy 
Debtors €

Net due in one 
year

Macroom Town 
Council

380,849 138,899 68,225 €241,950

Mallow Town 
Council

1,790,543 287,896 76,140 €1,502,647

Midleton Town 
Council

250,550 233,633 0 €16,917

Monaghan 
Town Council

928,375 50,366 4,306 €878,009

Naas Town 
Council

1,508,499 413,221 300,498 €1,095,278

Navan Town 
Council

658,564 125,875 0 €532,689

Nenagh Town 
Council

1,323,756 121,356 120,370 €1,202,400

New Ross Town 
Council

690,281 406,156 221,514 €284,125

Skibbereen 
Town Council

602,361 576,895 0 €25,466

Templemore 
Town Council

0 0 0 €0

Thurles Town 
Council

705,333 600,000 173,990 €105,333

Tipperary Town 
Council

10,382 5,190 428,567 €5,192

Tralee Town 
Council

400,668 218,688 282,728 €181,980

Trim Town 
Council

193,191 120,000 0 €73,191

Tullamore Town 
Council

120,516 50,000 4,510 €70,516

Westport Town 
Council

633,323 450,867 0 €182,456

Wicklow Town 
Council

938,702 231,548 0 €707,154

Youghal Town 
Council

355,280 187,525 0 €167,755

Total 292,103,110 221,331,484 220,970,631 €70,716,671

16/07/2015WRRR03900Motor Tax Collection

16/07/2015WRRR04000735. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of off-the-road declarations for private motor vehicles in 2014 
and in 2015 to date; how this compares with figures under the previous system; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29751/15]



Questions - Written Answers

532

16/07/2015WRRR04100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The total number of declarations of non-use of a private vehicle in 2014 was 94,242.  The 
total number of such declarations between 1 January and 30 June 2015 was 38,156.  The Non-
Use of Motor Vehicles Act 2013 came into effect on 1 July 2013, replacing the retrospective 
system of declaring vehicles off the road with one where a vehicle must be declared off the road 
in advance.  Comparable figures for the numbers of retrospective declarations made for private 
vehicles over a similar period under the old system are not readily available.  An analysis of 
retrospectively-made Garda-witnessed vehicle licence exemptions in the 12 month period up 
to the end of July 2012 showed that the total number of retrospective declarations made during 
that time was over 429,000.  Given that private vehicles make up 77% of the overall fleet, and 
assuming that declarations are made on a pro-rata basis across vehicle categories, the estimated 
equivalent figure for private vehicles under the old system would be 330,330 declarations in a 
12 month period, and 165,165 in a 6 month period.

16/07/2015WRRR04200Local Authority Housing

16/07/2015WRRR04300736. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of residential units owned by local authorities and by voluntary 
housing partnerships; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29756/15]

16/07/2015WRRR04400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department collates and publishes a wide range of housing and planning statistics that 
inform the preparation and evaluation of policy.  Data on local authority housing stock (which 
incorporates owned housing stock with accommodation provided under the Rental Accommo-
dation Scheme and the Social Housing Leasing Initiative) are available on my Department’s 
website at: www.environ.ie/en/Publications/StatisticsandRegularPublications/HousingStatis-
tics/FileDownLoad,15291,en.xls by clicking ‘LA rented units by area 2003’ under the Social 
Housing Supports contents. 

As indicated in the Government’s Social Housing Strategy published in November 2014, 
Approved Housing Bodies (previously known as Voluntary Housing Associations or Housing 
Co-operatives) manage approximately 27,000 houses.  The number of units provided and fi-
nanced via the Voluntary and Co-operative Housing schemes is available on my Department’s 
website at www.environ.ie/en/Publications/StatisticsandRegularPublications/HousingStatis-
tics/FileDownLoad,15291,en.xls by clicking ‘Affordable and other social housing summary 
1991 to date’ under the Housing Supports contents.

16/07/2015WRSS00200Social and Affordable Housing Expenditure

16/07/2015WRSS00300737. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the total Exchequer funding of social housing in each year from 2009 to 
2014, by local authority; voluntary and co-operative; shared ownership; house purchase and 
improvement loans; private housing grants; and affordable housing; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [29783/15]

16/07/2015WRSS00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Under my Department’s Social Housing Investment Programme, funding is provided to 
housing authorities in respect of a range of initiatives.  Details of expenditure under the main 
areas of the Social Housing Investment Programme for the years referred to are set out in the 
following table.
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Year *Local Author-
ity Housing

Voluntary & 
Co-Operative 
Housing

Private House 
Grants

Shared Owner-
ship / Afford-
able Loans 
(Subsidies)

2009 €670.6m €158.5m €67.8m €3.8m
2010 €417.5m €113.6m €78.2m €3.2m 
2011 €189.2m €38.0m €61.2m €5.6m
2012 €116.9m €58.0m €52.8m €5.0m
2013 €83.3m €36.7m €38.3m €5.0m
2014 €88.5m €34.3m €37.0m €5.0m

*Includes funding for Unfinished Housing Developments and the Land Aggregation Scheme.

House Purchase Loans and House Improvement Loans, as set out in the following table, are 
advanced by local authorities to qualified borrowers within their functional area.  Expenditure 
on such loans is non-exchequer and is funded either by borrowing from the Housing Finance 
Agency, or from local authorities’ own resources.  The figures outlined in relation to affordable 
housing also represent non-exchequer funding.

Year House Purchase 
Loans

House Improvement 
Loans

Affordable Housing

2009 €5.6m €27,924 €75.1m
2010 €9.7m €54,524 €13.3m
2011 €34.0m €120,050 €2.6m
2012 €24.8m €2,728,600 €3.6m
2013 €26.8m Nil €0.3m
2014 €28.1m €4,000 €0.3m

16/07/2015WRSS00500Local Authority Housing Repossessions

16/07/2015WRSS00600738. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide a breakdown by local authority; and housing body, of the 
number of homes they have repossessed in each of the years 2012 to 2014 and to date in 2015, 
under each lending or finance scheme they offer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29784/15]

16/07/2015WRSS00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): My Department publishes a breakdown of Local Authority repossessions on its web-
site at: www.environ.ie/en/Publications/StatisticsandRegularPublications/HousingStatistics/
FileDownLoad,15295,en.xls.

A breakdown of the Local Authority repossession data under individual lending or finance 
schemes is not available in my Department.

16/07/2015WRSS00800Housing Finance Agency

16/07/2015WRSS00900739. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the total amount of loans outstanding to the Housing Finance Agency in re-
spect of each local authority; the date by which these loans must be repaid; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [29794/15]
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16/07/2015WRSS01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The total amount of loans outstanding to the Housing Finance Agency in respect of each 
local authority is set out in the following table.  These amounts represent the capital outstanding 
at 31 December 2014.  The original loans advanced typically have a duration of just under 25 
years.  The weighted average remaining years to maturity for loans outstanding at 31 December 
2014 is just under 18 years.

Local Authority Capital outstanding at 31 December 2014 - 
€

Carlow County Council 47,874,378 
Cavan County Council 25,452,737 
Clare County Council 65,525,258 
Cork City Council 129,390,120 
Cork Co Co Co 399,059,560 
Donegal County Council 143,583,550 
Dublin City Council 710,698,596 
Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown County Council 145,850,402 
Fingal County Council 364,316,956 
Galway City Council 82,123,167 
Galway County Council 94,857,877 
Kerry County Council 94,244,996 
Kildare County Council 116,343,769 
Kilkenny County Council 47,836,259 
Laois County Council 119,120,728 
Leitrim County Council 11,159,634 
Limerick City &County County Council 63,473,453 
Longford County Council 44,915,883 
Louth County Council 157,026,519 
Mayo County Council 132,821,086 
Meath County Council 84,362,323 
Monaghan County Council 28,940,131 
Offaly County Council 38,730,892 
Roscommon County Council 22,110,211 
Sligo County Council 115,822,020 
South Dublin County Council 248,242,734 
Tipperary County Council 109,522,902 
Waterford City & County Council 154,885,876 
Westmeath County Council 102,529,870 
Wexford County Council 144,317,081 
Wicklow County Council 109,555,897 
 Total 4,154,694,864 

16/07/2015WRSS01100Housing Finance Agency

16/07/2015WRSS01200740. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government in respect of a scheme run by the Housing Finance Agency in the 1980s, 
whereby persons were provided with loans for house purchase, the number of loans that are 
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still outstanding; and in arrears; the rate of interest that applies to such loans; his plans to apply 
changes to the way in which the scheme operates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29795/15]

16/07/2015WRSS01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I assume that the Question refers to income-related loans that were advanced by individual 
local authorities to individual borrowers between 1982 and May 1986.  The Housing Finance 
Agency (HFA) advanced the associated funds to local authorities.  A total of €403m was ad-
vanced by local authorities under the income-related loan scheme and 15,571 mortgages were 
made available to borrowers.  The most recent information available refers to amounts at 30 
June 2014, at which point 286 of these loans were still outstanding with a corresponding total 
loan balance of €10.5m.  Information on arrears relating to these loans is not available.

Following a review of the income-related loan scheme, the Board of the HFA approved 
the following initiatives to be implemented with effect from 1 July 2015 with the aim of mak-
ing these loans more affordable for the borrower and to help secure a pathway to full home 
ownership.  From 1 July 2015, inflation was eliminated on these loans and the variable rate on 
income-related loans was reduced to bring it in line with the standard variable mortgage rate 
offered by local authorities.

No new loans have issued under this Scheme since 1986 and there are no plans to alter this 
position.  Individual local authorities administer these loans and deal directly with borrowers.  
I would advise any local authority borrower who is having difficulty meeting their loan repay-
ments to contact their local authority.  To assist local authorities in dealing with borrowers in 
financial distress, my Department issued revised guidelines for dealing with mortgage arrears 
within the local authority sector in June 2014.  Dealing with Mortgage Arrears – A Guide for 
Local Authorities is available on my Department’s website by clicking on the following link: 

w w w. e n v i ro n . i e / e n / P u b l i c a t i o n s / D e v e l o p m e n t a n d H o u s i n g / H o u s i n g /
FileDownLoad,30943,en.pdf.

16/07/2015WRSS01400Local Authority Housing Mortgages

16/07/2015WRSS01500741. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of local authority mortgages in existence; the total value of local 
authority mortgages outstanding; the number that are in arrears for more than 90 days; the total 
amount of arrears on local authority mortgages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29804/15]

16/07/2015WRSS01600742. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the actions being taken to put in place a sustainable solution to assist persons 
who are in arrears to a local authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29805/15]

16/07/2015WRSS01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 741 and 742 together.

My Department publishes a wide range of housing statistics, including the number and 
value of local authority mortgages, with a breakdown of those in arrears.  The statistics are 
available on my Department’s website at:www.environ.ie/en/Publications/StatisticsandRegu-
larPublications/HousingStatistics/FileDownLoad,15295,en.xls by clicking “Mortgage Data/
Arrears in Local Authorities” under the Housing Loans contents.

The Central Bank’s Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears requires all mortgage lenders 
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to ensure that it has in place a Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP) as a framework 
for handling such cases.  My Department introduced guidelines for local authorities in 2012 
and, subsequently, issued revised guidelines in June 2014.  These guidelines, Dealing with 
Mortgage Arrears – A Guide for Local Authorities, are available on my Department’s web-
site at the following link: www.environ.ie/en/Publications/DevelopmentandHousing/Housing/
FileDownLoad,30943,en.pdf.

A range of alternative repayment arrangements are available to local authority borrowers in 
arrears under the MARP.  These include interest only repayments on the mortgage for a period 
of time; paying interest and part of the capital for a period of time; deferring, in exceptional 
circumstances, payment for a period of time; extending the term of the mortgage to a maximum 
of 35 years and a maximum borrower age of 70; changing the type of the mortgage, in certain 
circumstances; adding arrears and interest to the principal amount due; and Local Authority 
Mortgage to Rent (MTR) scheme.  The operation of MARP within local authorities is kept 
under constant review.  In cases of acute mortgage distress, homeowners also have the option 
of seeking to avail of the legal process now also in place to deal with personal insolvency.  The 
most important step any household in arrears can take is to engage early with the Arrears Sup-
port Unit of the local authority.  Solutions are available and advice should be sought as early as 
possible.

16/07/2015WRSS01800National Lottery Funding Disbursement

16/07/2015WRSS01900743. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will ensure that a fair share at least 17% of national lottery funding is 
allocated in budget 2016 for work on the natural environment; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [29866/15]

16/07/2015WRSS02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I refer to the reply to Questions Nos. 856 and 859 of 14 July 2015 which sets out the posi-
tion in this matter.

16/07/2015WRSS02100Private Residential Tenancies Board Remit

16/07/2015WRSS02200744. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the role the Private Residential Tenancies Board can play in resolving issues 
where tenants are allegedly involved in anti-social behaviour; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [29869/15]

16/07/2015WRSS02300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): While action to deal with anti-social behaviour is primarily 
a matter for An Garda Síochána, in the case of private rented dwellings, landlords are responsi-
ble for enforcing the obligations that apply to their tenants under the Residential Tenancies Act 
2004.  The Act prohibits a tenant in a private residential tenancy from engaging in anti-social 
behaviour in, or in the vicinity of, a dwelling to which the Act applies and allows a landlord 
to terminate any tenancy where the tenant is engaging in or allowing others to engage in such 
behaviour, subject to a notice period of only 7 days in the case of serious anti-social behaviour 
or 28 days in the case of less serious but persistent behaviour.  The Residential Tenancies Act 
also provides that a third party affected by anti-social behaviour may take a case to the Private 
Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB) against a landlord who has failed to enforce a tenant’s 
obligation not to engage in anti-social behaviour.
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The Residential Tenancies (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 2012 is currently before the Oireach-
tas and will amend the Act to, inter alia, make it easier for a third party to make a complaint 
concerning anti-social behaviour.  The amendments will provide that the third party may refer 
a complaint to the PRTB where they have attempted to resolve the issues with the landlord 
alone, rather than with both landlord and tenant which they must do under the Act currently.  
In addition, the amendments will provide that an owners’ management company, a residents’ 
association or a neighbourhood watch scheme may bring a third party complaint to the PRTB.

16/07/2015WRSS02400Household Charge Exemptions

16/07/2015WRSS02500745. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide clarification on the household charge in 2012 in respect of 
a person (details supplied) in County Longford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29873/15]

16/07/2015WRSS02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 provided the legislative basis for the 
Household Charge.  Under the Act, an owner of a residential property on the liability date is 
liable to pay the Household Charge, unless otherwise exempted or entitled to claim a waiver.  
The Charge has operated on a self-assessment basis with an owner of a residential property 
determining liability and paying the Charge or claiming a waiver.  The Household Charge was 
operational in respect of 2012 only, with arrears and penalties in respect of a 2012 liability 
being collected by local authorities, assisted by the Local Government Management Agency 
(LGMA) on a shared services/agency basis, up to and including 30 June 2013.  As of 1 July 
2013, outstanding Household Charge liabilities were increased to €200 and converted to a Lo-
cal Property Tax (LPT) liability due on the property; the Revenue Commissioners, who have 
responsibility for the collection of Local Property Tax, are now pursuing outstanding liabilities.

Section 4(4)(b) and section 4(6) of the Act provide that a waiver from the Household Charge 
applies to properties in certain unfinished housing estates specified in a list prescribed by the 
Minister.  As part of the process of preparing the National Housing Survey 2011, published by 
my Department in October 2011, local authorities provided details of all unfinished housing 
developments in their areas.  Unfinished housing developments were divided into one of four 
categories, as follows: Category one,  where the development is still being actively completed 
by the developer, or where no serious public safety issues exist; Category two, where a receiver 
has been appointed;  Category three,  where a receiver has not been appointed and the developer 
is still in place but effectively inactive; and  Category four, where the development has been 
effectively abandoned and is posing serious public safety issues for residents. 

Only households in developments in categories three and four are eligible for the waiver 
from payment of the household charge.  The development in question was listed in error as an 
unfinished housing estate in original Regulations, which were subsequently revised to remove 
the estate.  The list of developments in which households are eligible for the waiver is set out 
under the Local Government (Household Charge)(Amendment) Regulations 2013.

As a self-declared Charge, the onus is on the property owners to make contact with the 
Revenue Commissioners and regularise their position in relation to specific properties.  In cir-
cumstances where a person believes that an amount is not due because either it was paid to the 
LGMA, or the property was not liable to, or was exempt from the Household Charge, a person 
can update their ‘Household Charge Arrears Record’ online at www.revenue.ie or through the 
LPT Helpline at 1890 200 255.  Should a person wish to apply for a Certificate of Waiver in 
respect of a property, the contact details for the Household Charge Support Centre are available 
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on www.householdcharge.ie.

The administration of issues relating to unfinished housing developments is a matter for 
individual local authorities.  Each local authority has appointed an Unfinished Housing Devel-
opment co-ordinator; contact details can be found at www.housing.ie/our-services/unfinished-
housing-developments/local-authority-contacts.aspx.

16/07/2015WRSS02700Social and Affordable Housing Expenditure

16/07/2015WRSS02800746. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the amount of investment from capital spending his Department has made in 
County Kildare since 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29888/15]

16/07/2015WRSS02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Under my Department’s Social Housing Capital Investment Programme, funding is pro-
vided to housing authorities in respect of a range of programmes and initiatives.  The following 
are details of funding to Kildare County Council from 2011 to 2014 under the main areas of 
this Programme.

2011
€

2012
€

2013
€

2014
€

Local Authority 
Housing Con-
struction and 
Acquisition

2,901,449 4,114,913 3,801,389 4,197,992

Capital Assis-
tance Scheme

1,956,675 1,891,864 842,708 448,598

*Capital Ad-
vance Leasing 
Facility 

Nil 303,816 792,575 Nil 

Remedial Works 
Scheme

398,000 830,392 870,923 326,488

Adaptations and 
Extensions to 
Social Housing

459,256 194,318 80,185 193,926

Returning 
Vacant Social 
Housing to Pro-
ductive Use

Nil Nil Nil 503,463

Energy Efficien-
cy Insulation 
Measure

847,262 468,204 453,614 1,528,046

Housing Adap-
tation Grants for 
Older People 
with a Disability

2,852,228 1,622,950 1,743,825 1,676,952

* Funding provided to approved housing bodies for units purchased or built under the Social 
Housing Current Expenditure Programme.

Funding was also provided by my Department for Fire Services and under the Rural Devel-
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opment Programme 2007-2013.  The following table outlines details of expenditure to Kildare 
County Council from 2011 to 2014 in respect of these programmes.

2011€ 2012€ 2013€ 2014€
Fire Services Nil 346,199.00 Nil Nil
Rural Develop-
ment Programme 
- Cill Dara ar 
Aghaidh Teoranta

878,195.02 787,867.81 2,651,706.88 2,517,305.39

16/07/2015WRSS03000Control of Dogs

16/07/2015WRSS03100747. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will investigate the possibility of re-assessing the breed of German 
Shepherd current classification as a dangerous dog under the Control of Dogs Regulations 1998 
with a view to a possible downgrade; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29939/15]

16/07/2015WRSS03200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I refer to the reply to Question No. 885 of 14 July 2015 which sets out the position in rela-
tion to this matter.

16/07/2015WRSS03300Proposed Legislation

16/07/2015WRSS03400748. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide an update regarding the passing of the Climate Action and 
Low Carbon Development Bill 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29944/15]

16/07/2015WRSS03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Bill 2015 was published on 19 January 
2015.  The Bill provides a statutory basis for the national objective of transition to a low carbon, 
climate resilient and environmentally sustainable economy by the year 2050.  In doing so, it 
also gives a solid statutory foundation to the institutional arrangements necessary to enable the 
State to pursue and achieve that national transition objective.  The Bill is currently at Report 
Stage in Dáil Éireann and I intend to continue to progress the Bill through the Oireachtas as 
quickly as possible, with a view to enactment later this year.

16/07/2015WRSS03600Water Charges Introduction

16/07/2015WRSS03700749. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on the cost of water (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [29951/15]

16/07/2015WRSS03800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provided for the transfer of responsibility for the 
provision of public water services from the local authorities to Irish Water.  The Act provides 
that Irish Water shall charge each customer for the provision of services provided by it in ac-
cordance with water charges plan to be approved by the Commission for Energy Regulation 
(CER).  A new water charging regime was announced by the Government on 19 November 
2014.  The Water Services Act 2014 provides that the capped annual charges will be €160 for 
single adult households and €260 for all other households until the end of 2018.  The main 
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aspects of the Irish Water funding model are set out in a detailed fact sheet published on my 
Department’s website.  Irish Water’s costs have been examined by the Commission for Energy 
Regulation (CER) and only efficiently incurred costs can be passed on to the customer.  It 
will be open to the CER to reduce the per unit price of €3.70 per 1,000 litres after 2016, in the 
context of determining the allowed revenue and efficiency challenges for 2017 and 2018.  The 
CER has a statutory responsibility for ensuring that the interests of customers of Irish Water are 
protected.  This will be central to the CER’s review of all costs and revenues of Irish Water in 
the context of the approval of water charges and the overall allowed revenue for Irish Water in 
future regulatory cycles.

The Government is determined that water charges will always remain affordable.  Average 
charges will continue to be kept low through on going subvention to Irish Water, and section 
3(5) of the Water Services Act 2014 allows for a capped charge to also be set for 2019 onwards.

16/07/2015WRSS03900Departmental Advertising Expenditure

16/07/2015WRSS04000750. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the cost of public advertising, statutory and non-statutory, funded by his 
Department in 2013 and in 2014; the corresponding figure for agencies under the control of his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30024/15]

16/07/2015WRSS04100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The information sought by the Deputy in respect of the Department’s expenditure is 
currently being compiled and will be forwarded to him as soon as possible.  Expenditure by 
agencies on advertising is not maintained by my Department and is a matter for the agencies 
concerned.

16/07/2015WRTT00200Departmental Reports

16/07/2015WRTT00300751. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the cost in 2013 and in 2014 of printing reports by his Department and agencies 
under the control of his Department; the corresponding figure for annual reports; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30039/15]

16/07/2015WRTT00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The information requested in respect of my Department is being compiled and will be for-
warded to the Deputy as soon as possible.

Printing costs for Agencies under the aegis of my Department are a matter for the Agencies 
themselves.

16/07/2015WRTT00500Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRTT00600752. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the cost in 2013 and in 2014 of issuing hardcopy payslips to staff or retired 
staff by his Department and agencies under the control of his Department; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [30054/15]

16/07/2015WRTT00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): In 2013 and 2014 approximately 10% of staff in my Department were issued with hard 
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copy payslips at an estimated annual cost of €4,300.  My Department is scheduled to move to 
Payroll Shared Services in July 2016 , which should see the remaining staff move to electronic 
payslips.  Information in this regard in respect of bodies under the aegis of my Department is a 
matter for the body concerned.

16/07/2015WRTT00800Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRTT00900753. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will outline and itemise all expenditure undertaken by his Department 
on private travel for his and-or for his private office; on legal fees; on consultancy fees; on hotel 
accommodation during the 12-month period to 30 June 2015; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30069/15]

16/07/2015WRTT01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department does not pay expenses in respect of private travel.  Details of my travel 
expenses for official purposes are available on my Department’s website at www.environ.ie/en/
corporateexpenditure/ministerialexpenses/FileDownLoad,41065,en.pdf.

Legal fees totalling €4,907 were paid by my Department in the twelve month period to 30 
June 2015, as set out in the following table: 

Name of Firm or Solicitor/
Barrister 

Subject Matter/Nature of 
Work 

Expenditure from 1 July 
2014 to 30 June 2015 

Eamon Galligan SC Legal advice on new provi-
sions under section 261a of 
the Planning and Develop-
ment Act 2000 

€2,432 

Arthur Cox Solicitors Codling Windfarm/Fore-
shore lease 

€2,475 

Total €4,907 

The table does not include legal fees associated with the Tribunal of Inquiry into Certain 
Planning Matters and Payments.  Payments of this nature by agencies or bodies under the aegis 
of my Department are a matter for the agencies/bodies concerned.

The expenditure by my Department on consultancies during the period in question is set out 
in the following table: 

Consultant Purpose of Consultancy Expenditure from 1 July 
2014 to 30 June 2015 

AECOM Additional cost-optimal 
calculations to meet re-
quirements under Directive 
2010/31/EU on the energy 
performance of buildings 
(recast). 

€33,684 

Bid Management Services Professional services regard-
ing procurement document. 

€2,583 

Building Research Estab-
lishment 

Study on Attic Ventilation in 
domestic dwellings. 

€15,375 
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Consultant Purpose of Consultancy Expenditure from 1 July 
2014 to 30 June 2015 

Deloitte & Touche Expert Assistance in the 
Local Government Shared 
Services Programme. 

€66,036 

Duncan Lawrence Environ-
mental Ltd. 

Analysis of Household 
Waste Collection Legisla-
tion. 

€4,617 

Economic and Social Re-
search Institute (ESRI) 

Research on the possible 
socio-economic impact of an 
incident at Sellafield. 

€79,950 

Economic and Social Re-
search Institute (ESRI) 

Technical support for the 
purposes of advising Gov-
ernment on the proposed 
2030 EU Framework for 
Climate and Energy Policies. 

€13,595 

Glas Ecology Environment Management 
follow up Report (Breed-
ing Chough and Peregrine 
Survey, Valentia Island, Co. 
Kerry). 

€1,599 

Housing and Sustainable 
Communities Agency 

NTACC research into why 
Travellers leave Traveller-
specific accommodation. 

€2,017 

ILC Sports and Recreation Review of Comhairle na 
Tuaithe and the implementa-
tion of the National Coun-
tryside Recreation Strategy. 

€4,797 

Institute of Public Adminis-
tration (IPA) 

Peer review of Met Eire-
ann’s Operational and Stra-
tegic Review. 

€4,920 

MacCabe Durney Barnes Independent Planning Re-
view. 

€75,921 

Marine Institute Assist and advise in the 
management and phased 
roll-out of the requirements 
of the Marine Strategy 
Framework Directive for 
Irish waters including an 
initial assessment of the 
environmental status of Irish 
waters; the development of 
a monitoring programme; 
and the institution of pro-
grammes of measures to 
maintain and improve good 
environmental status. 

€583,105 
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Consultant Purpose of Consultancy Expenditure from 1 July 
2014 to 30 June 2015 

Mason Hayes & Curran Professional advice in 
relation to Climatological 
Observers. 

€566 

Mr. John Martin Report on the Planning Poli-
cy and practice implications 
of the High Court ruling in 
the O’Grianna case. 

€1,500 

National University of 
Ireland Galway (NUIG)/Na-
tional Economic and Social 
Council (NESC) 

Environmental Policy 
Integration: Case Studies 
Research. 

€38,222 

National University of 
Ireland Galway (NUIG)/Na-
tional Economic and Social 
Council (NESC) 

Sustainable Urban Develop-
ment. 

€20,303 

Padraic Thornton Planning 
& Environmental Consul-
tancy 

Independent Review of 
Draft Ministerial Direction 
on Westmeath CDP. 

€5,263 

Tom Philips Associates (Pa-
tricia Thornton) 

Independent Review of 
Draft S31 Directions in 
Limerick. 

€4,151 

Ricardo-AEA NSMC Residential Solid 
Fuel Study. 

€16,475 

RPS Group (RPS Consulting 
Engineers Limited) 

Review of Producer Respon-
sibility Initiatives within 
Ireland and investigate the 
possibility of additional 
initiatives. 

€79,848 

Sweeney Consulting (Scot-
land) Limited 

Independent expert perspec-
tive for National Director-
ate of Fire and Emergency 
Management. 

€45,842 

Tobin Consulting Engineers Operation of the National 
Litter Pollution Monitoring 
System (NLPMS). 

€52,014 

University College Cork 
(UCC) 

Technical support for the 
purposes of advising Gov-
ernment on the proposed 
2030 EU Framework for 
Climate and Energy Policies. 

€23,678 

University College Cork 
(UCC)/National Economic 
and Social Council (NESC) 

Review of Environmental 
Social Policy Literature. 

€4,305 

Total €1,182,799 

The expenditure by my Department on hotel accommodation for my predecessor and my-
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self, along with staff in the Minister’s Private Office in the twelve month period to 30 June 2015 
was as follows – 

Minister Hogan Expenditure from 1 July 2014 to 30 June 
2015

Accommodation - Min Hogan €2,249.40 
Accommodation - Runaí Aire €2,249.41 
Subtotal - Minister Hogan €4,498.81
Minister Kelly Amount
Accommodation - Advisor €1,554.64 
Accommodation - Civilian Driver €334.85 
Accommodation - Min Kelly €2,955.21 
Accommodation - Runaí Aire €2,793.71 
Subtotal - Minister Kelly €7,638.41
Total €12,137.22 

With regard to the expenditure incurred in respect of my predecessor, only €450.44 related 
to costs incurred from 1 July 2014.  Of the remaining €4,048.37 costs incurred by my predeces-
sor, €2,740.21 related to costs met by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade during the 
period October 2013 to March 2014 that were not recouped until November 2014.

16/07/2015WRTT01100Register of Electors

16/07/2015WRTT01200754. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to reform the electoral register system, which is not updated regularly 
and from which persons can often be incorrectly removed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [30079/15]

16/07/2015WRTT01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): In law, the preparation of the register of electors is a matter for each local authority as a 
registration authority. It is their duty to ensure, as far as possible and with the cooperation of 
the public, the accuracy and comprehensiveness of the register.  Register details are updated in 
preparation for the publication of the draft register on 1 November each year.  Guidance issued 
to local authorities by my Department on preparing and maintaining the register requires au-
thorities to send a notice to any person whose name it is proposed to omit from the draft register 
indicating that they have failed to establish that the person is still resident at the address and, 
unless evidence to the contrary is provided within 10 days, their name will be removed.  The 
Guidance also advises that a name which appeared on a previous register should not be omitted 
solely on the grounds that the name is not included in the list of names furnished in respect of 
the household on the relevant form for the register being compiled.  The Guidance advises that 
checks be carried out in such cases.

In regard to the reform of the electoral register system, I await the report of the Joint Oireach-
tas Committee on Environment, Culture and the Gaeltacht following their consultation on the 
paper I published in January on the establishment of an Electoral Commission in Ireland.  One 
of the issues being considered in the context of the establishment of an Electoral Commission is 
the role that the Commission might play in respect of the register of electors.  I understand that 
public hearings in the consultation have concluded and that the register has been a key feature 
in the Committee’s considerations and in the contributions of the persons engaging with the 
Committee.  The report to be submitted to me on the outcomes from the consultation process 
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will inform the development of an Electoral Commission Bill.

16/07/2015WRTT01400Rural Development Programme

16/07/2015WRTT01500755. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when the new Leader programmes will commence; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [30080/15]

16/07/2015WRTT01600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): As the Deputy will be aware, Ireland is conducting a two 
stage process for the selection of Local Development Strategies to support the delivery of the 
LEADER elements of the Rural Development Programme for the 2014-2020 programme pe-
riod.

Under stage one of the selection process, any entity who wished to be considered as a Lo-
cal Action Group was invited to submit an expression of interest.  For the purposes of the new 
programme, there are 28 sub-regional areas in Ireland and 45 separate expressions of interest 
were received.  A single expression of interest was received in 19 of the 28 areas and at least 2 
expressions of interest were received in the remaining 9 areas.

I established an Independent Evaluation Committee to evaluate the expressions of interest 
received.  The Evaluation Committee recently met and the following is the outcome of this stage 
of the process.  Of the 45 expressions of interest received, 1 was formally withdrawn before 
assessment.  Of the remaining 44, 42 met the minimum criteria and the Evaluation Committee 
decided that these should proceed to the next stage of the process, which is the preparation of 
Local Development Strategies for their areas.  Those who were successful in this process have 
been notified and have been invited to attend workshops and presentations in Tullamore, Co. 
Offaly this morning.  The purpose of the event is to set out in detail what is expected in terms 
of the content and quality of Local Development Strategies.

A minimum of 6 months will be allowed for the preparation of Local Development Strate-
gies.  However, I expect that not all areas will require the full 6 months to prepare their strate-
gies.  Indeed, I am hopeful that many areas will have their strategies approved and be in a posi-
tion to begin delivery on the ground by Autumn 2015.

In areas where a single strategy is submitted, the Evaluation Committee will review and 
evaluate these strategies with a view to ensuring that the strategies meet the required standard.  
In areas where entities do not come to an agreement and multiple strategies are submitted, it 
will be a matter for the Evaluation Committee to make a decision on which Local Development 
Strategy best meets the needs of the community.  In this situation, the Evaluation Committee 
will not make a decision on the successful strategy until all strategies for that sub-regional area 
have been submitted for assessment.

16/07/2015WRTT01700Housing Assistance Payments Administration

16/07/2015WRTT01800756. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide an update on the roll-out of the housing assistance payment 
scheme; the success of the scheme; the number of applicants in County Cork; the number of 
persons in County Cork receiving payment under the scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30084/15]
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16/07/2015WRTT01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Further to the enactment of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014 on 28 July 
2014, the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) has been rolled out to all categories of house-
holds in 13 local authority areas on a pilot basis , including both the Cork County and Cork City 
Council areas.  Dublin City Council is also implementing a HAP pilot for homeless households 
in the Dublin region on behalf of the 4 Dublin local authorities.  There are now over 2, 6 00 
households nationally in receipt of the payment across the local authority areas taking part in 
the statutory pilot.  During the legislation’s passage through the Oireachtas in July 2014 an un-
dertaking was given that a progress report on the first phase of the HAP pilot would be prepared 
for the relevant Oireachtas Committee.  I submitted a report to the Oireachtas Committee on 
Environment, Culture and the Gaeltacht at the end of April 2015, with an information session 
for Oireachtas members and their staff on 23 June 2015.  Based on the findings of that review, 
the second phase of the HAP statutory pilot has recently commenced with the HAP scheme 
becoming operational in Donegal County Council on 25 May 2015, in Offaly County Council 
on 15 June 2015 and in Carlow, Clare and Tipperary County Councils and Cork City Council 
on 29 June 2015.

There are currently 492 households supported by HAP in the administrative area of Cork 
County Council where the scheme has been piloted since 15 September 2014.  The scheme has 
recently commenced in Cork City and 2 further households are now being supported in that 
administrative area.  I am happy with this level of progress and both local authorities have en-
gaged very positively with the scheme.  The introduction of HAP to the City Council area will 
assist in the success of its operation in the County Council area.

Consideration is currently being given to the sequencing of a further cohort of local authori-
ties to commence HAP on an incremental basis later this year.

16/07/2015WRTT02000Local Authority Funding

16/07/2015WRTT02100757. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the amount provided by his Department to Cork City Council and to Cork 
County Council over each of the past four years, by scheme; and by grant; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [30085/15]

16/07/2015WRTT02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department has a wide and diverse business agenda, including protecting the environ-
ment, providing necessary housing supports and fostering community and rural development 
in partnership with local government and other local development bodies.  In order to deliver 
on this broad business agenda, my Department allocates significant resources to a wide range 
of organisations, including local authorities, dedicated agencies and non-statutory bodies, as 
well as to individuals.  In this regard, some €4.8 42 billion in voted expenditure has been ex-
pended by my Department in the period from 2011 to 2014; and a further €1.329 billion has 
been provided in the Revised Estimates for Public Services 2015 , published by the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform, to support the Department’s programmes this year.  In rela-
tion to the two local authorities in question, the Department has expended €341 m in total from 
voted expenditure to support a range of programmes in the period 2011 to 2014.  This has been 
supplemented by payments of some €177m in total from the Local Government Fund to the two 
local authorities, largely made up of General Purpose Grants.

The extraction of a detailed breakdown of this expenditure across the two authorities over 
the four year period on a scheme/grant basis is not readily available in my Department and 
the compilation of same would involve a disproportionate amount of time and work.  Annual 
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Financial Statements, which provide specific detail in relation to income and expenditure, are 
available at: www.corkcity.ie/services/finance/financialaccounting/   for Cork City Council; and 
at 

www.corkcoco.ie/co/web/Cork%20County%20Council/Departments/Finance/Publications 

for Cork County Council.

16/07/2015WRTT02300Appointments to State Boards

16/07/2015WRTT02400758. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he is responsible for all board appointments where such power to appoint 
persons to State boards is vested in him by statute; if any politically appointed State employee 
outside of his Department is involved in decision-making concerning such appointments, in 
particular, if, during the lifetime of the Government, a named person (details supplied) has had 
any influence over any appointments made by him; if he or officials from his Department have 
corresponded with that person, regarding the composition of, and appointments to, State boards 
to which he has statutory power to make appointments; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30109/15]

16/07/2015WRTT02500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Since July 2011, my Department’s website has been used as the primary mechanism for 
seeking expressions of interest from suitably qualified and experienced persons, for consider-
ation as members or chairpersons of the boards of State bodies under my Department’s aegis.  
In the case of certain appointments to State Boards, statutory selection procedures must be 
followed or nominations must be sought from independent nominating panels before appoint-
ments are made by the Minister or the Government, as appropriate.  In addition, in the case of a 
number of boards, not all of the appointments to the body concerned are made by the Minister, 
and in some situations appointments are made by the Minister with the consent of another Min-
ister.  Furthermore, appointments to An Bord Pleanála and to the Board of the Environmental 
Protection Agency are of a full-time executive nature and are governed by statutory processes.

Information in relation to all Board appointments made since March 2011, the statutory 
powers required to make such appointments, the responsibility for each appointment and the 
mechanism used for such appointments is published on my Department’s website and is avail-
able at the following link: www.environ.ie/en/Publications/CorporateServices/Transparency-
Data/FileDownLoad,42058,en.pdf.

In line with a recent Government Decision, a Revised Model for Ministerial Appointments 
to State Boards, brought forward by my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform, has been put in place, operating through the Public Appointments Service, and will 
govern relevant future appointments.

Under the revised model expressions of interest are now made directly by registering on 
Stateboards.ie.  My Department’s website has been amended to refer any interested party to the 
Stateboards website.

Since 2001 the Taoiseach’s Office has been notified of vacancies arising on Boards in my 
Department for each year until 2012.  For 2011 and 2012, the named person was the contact 
point for this information.

16/07/2015WRTT02600Departmental Funding
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16/07/2015WRTT02700759. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the current and capital funding allocated to his Department; the underspend or 
overspend in 2015 to date under each category based on his Department’s spending profile; the 
funding made available within and external to his Department’s functions to support innova-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30124/15]

16/07/2015WRTT02800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department is responsible for a wide range of programmes, including in the areas of 
housing, environmental protection, local government services, and community and rural de-
velopment.  The Revised Estimates for Public Services 2015, published by the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform, provide for €1.328 billion gross funding (comprising €494.1m 
capital and €834.8m current) this year to be expended in support of the range of programmes 
for which my Department is responsible.

Current expenditure to the end June 2015 is €1 76 m and capital expenditure over the same 
period is €51.869m.  While, at this mid-year stage, both of these categories of expenditure are 
behind profiled expenditure envisaged at the beginning of the year (current 50.7% behind, capi-
tal 41.9% behind), there are a number of timing issues contributing to this.  It is usual that there 
is significant expenditure from the Vote towards the end of the year and I expect that this will 
also be the case this year.

While there is no specific subhead in the Department’s vote which is identified as support-
ing general innovation per se, the LEADER Programme (provision €45m in 2015) fosters in-
novation in rural communities in order to improve the quality of life in rural areas as well as 
promoting the diversification of the rural economy.  The programme addresses directly many 
of the challenges facing rural communities including the need to increase economic activity 
and stimulate job creation by supporting innovative projects; improve access to basic services 
for rural dwellers and encourage rural tourism based on sustainable development of natural 
resources.

16/07/2015WRTT02900Public Services Provision

16/07/2015WRTT03000760. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his Department or agencies under the authority of his Department have 
performed an assessment of the potential savings to be accrued, if current paper-based applica-
tion processes by members of the public were replaced with a fully online application system; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30139/15]

16/07/2015WRTT03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department has not quantified the savings in the manner suggested, but is committed to 
ensuring effective and efficient provision of services to the public, including electronic services 
such as the MyPlan.ie and the Met.ie websites.  A new Department website will be launched lat-
er this year.  The provision of online services by agencies is a matter for the agencies concerned.

16/07/2015WRTT03200Control of Dogs

16/07/2015WRTT03300761. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to deal with the recently reported rise in biting attacks by dangerous 
dogs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30169/15]

16/07/2015WRTT03400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
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ly): The overall thrust of the dog control legislation is to place the onus on dog owners and 
those in control of dogs to act responsibly by keeping their dogs under effectual control.  Such 
responsible dog ownership is the key to reducing incidences of dog biting and other problem 
behaviours.  The Control of Dogs Acts 1986 to 2010 set out a range of requirements for all dog 
owners or any other person in charge of a dog.  In particular, section 9 of the 1986 Act requires 
the owner or any other person in charge of a dog to accompany it and keep it under effectual 
control in any place other than the premises of the owner, the premises of the person in control 
of the dog, or other premises with the consent of the owner of the premises.  Section 21 of the 
1986 Act provides that the owner of a dog shall be liable in damages for damage caused in an 
attack on any person by the dog; it is not necessary for the person seeking damages to show a 
previous mischievous propensity in the dog, or the owner’s knowledge of such previous pro-
pensity, or to show that such injury or damage was attributable to neglect on the part of the 
owner.

In addition to the foregoing, the Control of Dogs Regulations 1998 (as amended) set out fur-
ther requirements that owners of specific breeds of dogs have to follow, namely that such dogs 
must be muzzled and led, on a sufficiently strong leash or chain not exceeding 2m in length by 
a competent person over 16 years of age when in a public place.

I am satisfied that the restrictions under the current legislative framework provide the neces-
sary controls for the protection of society and I have no plans to amend the legislation in respect 
of these matters.

16/07/2015WRTT03500Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRTT03600762. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide, in tabular form, details of the spending on the household adapta-
tion grant, by county, for each year from 2011 to 2014 and in 2015 to date. [30198/15]

16/07/2015WRTT03700763. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide, in tabular form, spending on the mobility grant scheme, by 
county, for each year from 2011 to 2014 and in 2015 to date. [30199/15]

16/07/2015WRTT03800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 762 and 763 together.

The Housing Adaptation Grant Schemes for Older People and People with a Disability were 
introduced on 1 November 2007.  Information on Exchequer funding provided by my Depart-
ment to each local authority for these schemes is available on my Department’s website at the 
following link: www.environ.ie/en/Publications/StatisticsandRegularPublications/HousingSta-
tistics/, by selecting ‘Social and Affordable Housing’, ‘Housing Adaptation Grants by Area 
2008 to date’.

Details of the 2015 allocations are available on my Department’s website at the following 
link: www.environ.ie/en/GeneralNews/MainBody,41581,en.htm.

16/07/2015WRTT03900Homeless Persons Data

16/07/2015WRTT04000764. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide, in tabular form, the latest monthly statistics held by his Depart-
ment, on the number of persons and the number of families with dependants, who are present-
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ing to homeless services in each local authority. [30200/15]

16/07/2015WRTT04100765. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide, in tabular form, details of the spending allocated from his 
Department to each local authority to fund emergency homeless services in the years 2013 to 
2015. [30201/15]

16/07/2015WRTT04200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 764 and 765 together.

Data on individuals in emergency accommodation is provided through the Pathway Ac-
commodation & Support System (PASS).  Lead housing authorities provide monthly reports 
on homelessness which identify the number of people utilising State-funded emergency ac-
commodation on a regional and county basis.  These monthly reports also provide details of 
the breakdown of the individuals and the numbers of families and dependents that are in emer-
gency accommodation.  These monthly reports are available on my Department’s website at 
the following link: www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/SpecialNeeds/Homeless-
People/.

Details of the ‘Section 10’ funding allocations made by my Department to housing authori-
ties for the years 2013 to 2015 are set out, on a regional basis, in the following table.  Additional 
details are provided for 2014 where final drawdown exceeded allocation in a number of regions.  
Under Section 10 funding arrangements, housing authorities must provide at least 10% of the 
cost of services from their own resources.  Furthermore, housing authorities may also incur 
additional expenditure on homeless related services outside of the Section 10 funding arrange-
ments.

Funding Provided under Section 10 of the Housing Act 1988 

Region 2013 2014 2014 2015
 Allocation / 

Drawdown
Allocation Drawdown Allocation

Dublin €31,322,223 €31,322,223 €35,322,223 €37,160,470
Mid-East €811,275 €811,275 €928,489 €934,267
Midlands €649,707 €649,707 €649,707 €794,972
Mid-West €3,399,336 €3,399,336 €3,405,060 €3,499,898*
North-East €879,963 €879,963 €879,963 €977,737
North-West €348,879 €348,879 €348,879 €387,643
South-East €1,787,469 €1,787,469 €1,818,969 €2,394,619*
South-West €4,272,197 €4,272,197 €4,307,772 €5,000,686
West €1,528,951 €1,528,951 €1,544,712 €1,698,834
Total €45,000,000 €45,000,000 €49,205,774 €52,849,125

* Following the amalgamation of North and South Tipperary County Councils into Tipper-
ary County Council in 2014, the re-alignment of Tipperary County Council into the Mid-West 
Region is pending.

16/07/2015WRTT04300Housing Assistance Payments

16/07/2015WRTT04400766. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of landlords in the private rented sector who have signed up to the 
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housing assistance payment scheme, in each of the pilot areas; and if he will provide figures, 
by area. [30202/15]

16/07/2015WRTT04500767. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide departmental estimates of the number of households that are ex-
pected to be taken off social housing waiting lists, and placed on reserve social housing waiting 
lists, as a result of the roll-out of the housing assistance payment scheme; and if he will provide 
the latest figures on the number of households that have been removed from the social housing 
waiting list, and placed on the reserve social housing waiting list in the pilot areas. [30203/15]

16/07/2015WRTT04600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 766 and 767 together.

The Social Housing Strategy 2020 set a target of meeting the housing needs of 8,400 house-
holds through the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) in 2015, and 41,400 households over the 
lifetime of the strategy.

Further to the enactment of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014 on 28 July 
2014, HAP has been rolled out to all categories of households in 13 local authority areas on a 
pilot basis.  Dublin City Council is also implementing a HAP pilot for homeless households 
in the Dublin region on behalf of the 4 Dublin local authorities.  There are now over 2,6 00 
households in receipt of HAP across the local authority areas taking part in the statutory pilot 
scheme and consideration is currently being given to the sequencing of a further cohort of local 
authorities to commence HAP on an incremental basis this year.  My Department does not hold 
a detailed breakdown, by local authority, of landlords who are receiving payments on behalf 
of HAP households.  However, I understand that there are almost 1,900 separate landlords cur-
rently receiving HAP payments through the HAP transactional shared service hub that is cur-
rently being provided by Limerick City and County Council.

Applicants for social housing support are assessed by the relevant housing authority in ac-
cordance with section 20 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, as amended and 
the associated Social Housing Regulations 2011.  Households that qualify for social housing 
support on assessment are entered onto the housing authority’s waiting list and are considered 
for the allocation of suitable tenancies in accordance with the authority’s allocation scheme.  
The most up-to-date available figures for housing list numbers, which relate to 2013, predate 
the introduction of HAP.  However, the Social Housing Strategy 2020 published by the Gov-
ernment in November 2014 includes a commitment to undertake a summary of social housing 
assessments on an annual basis from 2016.

As HAP is deemed to be a social housing support under section 19 of the Housing (Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Act 2009, as amended, those households in receipt of HAP are no longer 
included on the local authority waiting list for social housing support.  However, HAP recipi-
ents may access other social housing supports by applying to go on the local authority transfer 
list.  I issued a statutory direction to the local authorities involved in the HAP statutory pilot, 
instructing them to take the necessary steps to ensure that households benefitting from HAP can 
avail of a move to other forms of social housing support, should they wish to do so, through the 
transfer option.  I also directed that HAP recipients, who apply to go on the transfer list, should 
get full credit for the time they spent on the waiting list and be placed on the transfer list with 
no less favourable terms than if they had remained on the waiting list.  In practice, housing au-
thorities inform HAP recipients in writing of their entitlement to apply to go on the transfer list 
when they are approved for HAP.  My Department does not gather or hold any data in relation 
to the number of households supported by HAP who have availed of this option.

The following table details the number of households being supported by the scheme by 
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pilot authority area.

HAP Wave 1 Local Authori-
ties

Hap Implementation Date HAP  Households 14 July 
‘15

Cork County Council 15 September 2014 492
Limerick City & County 
Council

15 September 2014 659

Waterford City & County 
Council

15 September 2014 357

Louth County Council 1 October 2014 340
Monaghan County Council 1 October 2014 115
South Dublin County Coun-
cil

1 October 2014 229

Kilkenny County Council 15 September 2014 394
Dublin City Council (Home-
less Pilot)

18 December 2014 29 

HAP Wave 2 Local Authori-
ties
Donegal County Council 25 May 2015 41
Offaly County Council 15 June 2015 5
Carlow County Council 29 June 2015 0
Cork City Council 29 June 2015 2
Tipperary County Council 29 June 2015 3
Clare County Council 29 June 2015 2
Total 2,659

16/07/2015WRTT04700Local Authority Housing

16/07/2015WRTT04800768. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if his Department has figures on the number of long-term vacant housing units 
owned by each local authority, and the average turnaround time for vacant local authority dwell-
ings; and if he will provide the latest figures held by his Department. [30204/15]

16/07/2015WRTT04900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Statistics on local authority housing stock are published by the Local Government Man-
agement Agency, including numbers of vacant social housing units and the average number 
of weeks for each local authority to re-let a unit from the date of vacation of the unit to the 
completion of repairs.  The most recent statistics are the Service Indicators in Local Authorities 
2013 which are available at the following weblink: www.lgma.ie/en/service-indicators-local-
authorities-2013.

16/07/2015WRTT04950Local Government Fund

16/07/2015WRTT05100769. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide details on the amount available in the local government fund in 
the years 2014 and 2015; and if he will provide a breakdown of the allocation to each local au-
thority, and of each line item capital and current expenditure allocated for other purposes from 
the fund. [30205/15]



16 July 2015

553

16/07/2015WRTT05200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The estimated income and expenditure from the Local Government Fund for 2014 and 2015 
(set out in the tables below) is also set out in page 160 of the Revised Estimates Volume for 
2015, which is available on the website of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  

Table 1: Local Government Fund Income

€m 2014 2015
Motor Tax (net) 1,150.0 1,167.0
Exchequer Contribution 0.0 233.1
Household Charge 0.0 0.0
Local Property Tax 476.0 440.0
Interest 0.3 0.0
Total 1,626.3 1,840.1

Table 2: Local Government Fund Expenditure

€m 2014 2015
General Purpose Grants 282.0 0.0
Local Property Tax Alloca-
tion

0.0 458.9

Road and Public Transport 
Payments

359.9 363.9

Payment to Exchequer 520.0 484.0
Irish Water Subvention 439.1 399.0
LA Rates payments 0.0 59.0
Other Miscellaneous 93.9 75.0
Total 1,694.9 1,839.8

The Local Government Fund is audited each year by the Comptroller and Auditor General.  
The annual accounts of the Local Government Fund for 2014 are in the process of being audited 
and, when finalised, will be laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas and will be published on 
my Department’s website.

As regards allocations to each Local Authority I assume that the Question refers to general 
purpose grants from the Local Government Fund.  General purpose grants were my Depart-
ment’s contribution towards meeting the cost to local authorities of providing a reasonable level 
of services to their customers.  GPGs were replaced by Local Property Tax allocations in 2015.  
The following tables detail the general purpose grant allocations from the Local Government 
Fund to all local authorities in 2014 (the allocations to County Councils are “county at large” 
allocations in respect of the County Council and any Town Councils within the county) and the 
LPT allocations for each local authority in 2015.

Table 3: General Purpose Grant Allocations 2014

Local Authority Name General Purpose Grant Allocations2014
€

Carlow County Council 5,352,469
Cavan County Council 8,458,415
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Local Authority Name General Purpose Grant Allocations2014
€

Clare County Council 2,646,284
Cork County Council 2,951,435
Donegal County Council 22,720,760
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council 5,724,579
Fingal County Council 454,714
Galway County Council 12,506,381
Kerry County Council 11,043,837
Kildare County Council 9,686,924
Kilkenny County Council 9,356,019
Laois County Council 7,631,324
Leitrim County Council 8,282,319
Limerick County Council 6,175,333
Longford County Council 8,119,493
Louth County Council 8,243,835
Mayo County Council 17,492,594
Meath County Council 8,799,199
Monaghan County Council 10,247,882
North Tipperary County Council 9,832,046
Offaly County Council 6,663,642
Roscommon County Council 9,107,439
Sligo County Council 9,993,352
South Dublin County Council 923,906
South Tipperary  County Council 12,923,064
Waterford County Council 12,125,219
Westmeath County Council 10,115,479
Wexford County Council 11,888,576
Wicklow County Council 6,846,310
Cork City Council 8,544,374
Dublin City Council 2,667,330
Galway City Council 1,626,429
Limerick City Council 8,449,826
Waterford City Council 4,399,212

Table 4 : Local Property Tax Allocations 2015

Local Authority Name Revised 2015 LPT allocation (post local 
variation)
€

Carlow County Council 5,352,469
Cavan County Council 8,458,415
Clare County Council 6,763,902
Cork County Council 29,282,225
Donegal County Council 22,720,760
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Local Authority Name Revised 2015 LPT allocation (post local 
variation)
€

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council 34,757,156
Fingal County Council 25,398,588
Galway County Council 12,506,381
Kerry County Council 11,659,186
Kildare County Council 16,082,282
Kilkenny County Council 9,356,019
Laois County Council 7,631,324
Leitrim County Council 8,282,319
Limerick City & County Council 14,139,276
Longford County Council 8,054,219
Louth County Council 8,098,323
Mayo County Council 17,171,286
Meath County Council 14,366,384
Monaghan County Council 10,247,882
Tipperary County Council 23,320,110
Offaly County Council 6,663,642
Roscommon County Council 9,107,439
Sligo County Council 9,993,352
South Dublin County Council 21,224,721
Waterford City & County Council 16,524,431
Westmeath County Council 9,918,066
Wexford County Council 11,888,576
Wicklow County Council 11,448,674
Cork City Council 8,013,089
Dublin City Council 53,728,544
Galway City Council 6,709,100

16/07/2015WRTT05300Departmental Reports

16/07/2015WRTT05400770. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when his Department’s annual report for 2014 will be published. [30212/15]

16/07/2015WRTT05500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): My Department’s Annual Report for 2014 has been published and is available on the 
homepage Department’s website, www.environ.ie.

16/07/2015WRUU00150Unfinished Housing Developments

16/07/2015WRUU00200771. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 6 of 11 June 2015, the steps he has 
taken to engage with the credit institutions, banks and insurance firms that are providing bonds 
in order to assist local authorities in having estates taken in charge; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30244/15]
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16/07/2015WRUU00300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): I am aware of the issues faced by some developers who are 
experiencing difficulties in obtaining the necessary bonds and securities necessarily required 
by planning conditions to effect the satisfactory completion of public infrastructure in housing 
developments.  Learning from experience with unfinished housing developments, it is very 
important that effective safeguards are put in place to reassure residents.  My Department is en-
gaging with relevant stakeholders, including developers, bond and security providers and local 
authorities, with a view to exploring solutions to the current difficulties, including clarifying the 
bonds process and use of standard wordings acceptable across the sector.  In relation to taking 
in charge, this is provided for under section 180 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, 
as amended.  Section 180(1) provides, in relation to estates which have been completed to the 
satisfaction of the planning authority in accordance with the planning permission, that the plan-
ning authority must, if requested to do so by the developer or by the majority of the owners of 
the houses involved, initiate the procedures for taking the estate in charge.   

Where estates which have not been completed to the satisfaction of the planning authority 
in accordance with the planning permission and enforcement proceedings have not been com-
menced within seven years of the expiration of the permission authorising the development, 
section 180(2) provides that the planning authority must, if requested to do so by the majority 
of the owners of the houses concerned initiate taking in charge procedures.   

My Department is considering whether amendments are required to section 180 to improve 
the taking in charge process, in particular by the introduction of a time limit.

16/07/2015WRUU00350Homeless Accommodation Funding

16/07/2015WRUU00400772. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on the €18 million shortfall for homeless services from this year’s 
budget as announced by Dublin City Council on 6 July 2015; and the reasons behind this short-
fall. [30299/15]

16/07/2015WRUU00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I refer to the reply to Question No. 12 today which sets out the position in this matter.

16/07/2015WRUU00550Pyrite Issues

16/07/2015WRUU00600773. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of building condition assessments with damage condition rating 
2 received by the Pyrite Resolution Board to date; and the number of houses remediated since 
the Pyrite Resolution Board began accepting the assessments in August 2013 [30304/15]

16/07/2015WRUU00700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): The pyrite remediation scheme, which was first published 
by the Pyrite Resolution Board in February of 2014, was developed having regard to, inter 
alia, the recommendations set out in the Report of the Pyrite Panel (July 2012) and the relevant 
provisions of the Pyrite Resolution Act 2013.  The full conditions for eligibility are set out in 
the scheme, which is available on the Board’s website at www.pyriteboard.ie.  It is a condi-
tion of eligibility under the scheme that an application to the Board must be accompanied by 
a Building Condition Assessment, carried out by a competent person in accordance with I.S. 
398-1:2013 Reactive pyrite in sub-floor hardcore material – Part 1: Testing and categorisation 
protocol, indicating a Damage Condition Rating of 2.   
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As at 30 June 2015, a total of 763 completed applications had been received under the pyrite 
remediation scheme of which 520 dwellings had been included in the scheme and the applicants 
notified accordingly; my Department understands that 519 of these dwellings had Damage Con-
dition Ratings of 2.  In addition, 117 applications had been validated and referred to the Hous-
ing Agency for the Assessment and Verification stage of the process; all of these applications 
were accompanied by Building Condition Assessments with Damage Condition Ratings of 2.  
A further 115 applications were at the initial Application and Validation stage of the scheme; 
given that the initial validation has not been completed on these applications, the number of 
Building Conditions Assessments with Damage Condition Ratings of 2 has yet to be confirmed. 

The remaining 11 applications (of the 763 total) were closed on the grounds that they did not 
meet the eligibility criteria of the scheme or were duplicate applications etc.

Of the 520 dwellings that had been included in the pyrite remediation scheme as at the end 
of June 2015: remediation works had been completed on 21 dwellings; remediation works were 
underway in respect of a further 132 dwellings; and  367 dwellings were at the remedial works 
planning / tender preparation stages of the process.

On completion of remediation works, each scheme participant receives a signed Certificate 
of Remediation in accordance with Annex B of I.S. 398-2: 2013: Reactive pyrite in the sub-
floor hardcore material – Part 2: Methodology for remediation works, for the dwelling.

16/07/2015WRUU00750Pyrite Issues

16/07/2015WRUU00800774. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to assist persons who find pyrite in the blockwork of their homes; the 
help he will provide; if he will consider the introduction of a grant scheme to assist them; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [30338/15]

16/07/2015WRUU00850775. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will consider introducing an amendment to the Pyrite Resolution Act 2013 to 
include those affected with pyrite in their blocks, rather than confining the pyrite remediation 
scheme only to those who have reactive pyrite in sub-floor hardcore material; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30340/15]

16/07/2015WRUU00900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): I propose to take Questions Nos. 774 and 775 together.

While I fully appreciate and acknowledge the extremely difficult and distressing situations 
that householders have to deal with when faced with the consequences of poor workmanship 
or the use of defective materials, in general, building defects are matters for resolution between 
contracting parties, i.e. the homeowner, the builder, the supplier and/or their respective insurers.   

In the event that the parties cannot reach a settlement by negotiation the option of seeking 
redress in the Courts can be considered.  In this context, I believe that the parties responsible 
for poor workmanship and / or the supply of defective materials should face up to their respon-
sibilities and take appropriate actions to provide remedies for the affected homeowners.   

In March of last year, my Department met with a number of private homeowners from 
County Mayo whose homes are affected by structural problems.  The problems appear to con-
cern approximately 15 private houses and the period of construction for the houses involved 
was 1997 to 2002.  My Department was also made aware of problems associated with the crack-
ing of concrete blocks in a small number of local authority estates in County Mayo involving 
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some 17 dwellings.   

Similar to the position in County Mayo, my Department also met with a number of private 
homeowners from County Donegal in December last year whose homes are also affected by 
structural problems in the blockwork.  In addition, I visited a number of the affected dwellings 
in Donegal in late February of this year.  Test reports on the affected concrete blocks, which had 
previously been commissioned by a number of the affected homeowners, were made available 
to my Department in order to provide a more detailed and scientific insight into the problems 
being faced by the affected homeowners.   

Having regard to the information available to my Department, a technical report has been 
prepared for my consideration; I intend to complete my deliberations in these matters shortly.   

The Pyrite Resolution Act 2013 provides the statutory framework for the pyrite remedia-
tion scheme and while the Act provides that the scheme can be amended, replaced or revoked, 
this can only be done in accordance with the scope of the Act.  The provisions of the Act apply 
only to dwellings affected by significant damage attributable to pyritic heave resulting from the 
presence of reactive pyrite in the subfloor hardcore material and not to damage arising in any 
other circumstances, such as the presence of contaminants in concrete blocks as appears to be 
the case in Counties Mayo and Donegal.  I have no proposals to amend the Act in this regard.

  Question No. 776 answered with Question No. 717.

16/07/2015WRUU01350Library Services Staff

16/07/2015WRUU01400777. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government When approval will issue to Cavan County Council in respect of a position 
(details supplied) in County Cavan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30366/15]

16/07/2015WRUU01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The report Managing the Delivery of Effective Library Services contains detailed arrange-
ments for the planning and implementation of new structures in order to establish stronger, 
more effective and efficient public libraries and deliver better library services to local com-
munities and citizens.  This includes proposals for a new shared services structure for library 
authorities and a shared services structure for affiliated cities and counties that would result in 
a single management structure with consequent resource efficiencies.  My Department does 
not currently have an application on file from Cavan County Council for a permanent County 
Librarian.  The establishment of a new post of County Librarian is being considered as part of 
the new library shared services structures being established for Cavan and Monaghan.  I expect 
this to be progressed once discussions with key stakeholders are concluded and implementation 
arrangements are finalised. 

Under the new model, frontline service will continue to be locally focused, people-cen-
tred, with opportunities for enhanced individual and community support services and engage-
ment.  The increased capacity resulting from the new structures will increase the scope for 
developing and enhancing services to the public, providing a broader range of services to the 
same high standard across the country.  This initiative does not involve the closure of libraries 
and, over time, the shared management structures will increase the scope for developing and en-
hancing services to the public, providing a broader range of services to the same high standard 
across the country.  Indeed, there will be no decrease in the number of library services or library 
branches arising from Managing the Delivery of Effective Library Services.

  Question No. 778 answered with Question No. 717.
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16/07/2015WRUU01750Disability Services Funding

16/07/2015WRUU01800779. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the funding streams in place by which a local authority may make an application 
to carry out improvements in a town, so as to make the town wheelchair and disability friendly. 
[30381/15]

16/07/2015WRUU01900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): In 2005, the multi-annual Disability Services programme 
to assist delivery of the National Disability Strategy by my Department, local authorities and 
bodies under the aegis of my Department was commenced.  Funding was allocated annually to 
local authorities on the basis of priority areas identified by them in implementation plans.  The 
programme was completed in 2009 with one year’s extra funding provided by my Department 
in 2010.  In total, over €77 million was provided to local authorities between 2005 and 2010.  
The programme has now ceased and there are no plans for a further scheme.  Local authorities 
now work on an on-going basis toward making public spaces, public buildings and services 
owned and operated by them accessible.  In accordance with my Department’s commitments 
under the National Disability Strategy Implementation Plan, under the Disability Act 2005, lo-
cal authorities must include accessibility as an objective throughout all new Local Authority 
corporate plans and development plans.  Local Authority Implementation Plans must also com-
mit to bring public areas of local authority buildings up to Buildings Regulations Part M (2000) 
standard by 2015 and up to Part M (2010) standard by 2022, or as soon as resources allow.

16/07/2015WRUU01950Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

16/07/2015WRUU02000780. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he or his officials have discussed with Irish Water its interaction with the 
Dunbia meat processing plant in Slane in County Meath regarding waste water from the plant. 
[30395/15]

16/07/2015WRUU02100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Since 1 January 2014 Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water 
services planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels including the 
delivery of water services capital infrastructure.  Neither I nor my officials have had discussions 
with Irish Water on the matter in question. 

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives.  The team can be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or 
by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578.

16/07/2015WRUU02150Local Authority Housing Provision

16/07/2015WRUU02200781. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide an estimate of the average current cost per unit of new local 
authority housing built; and if he will provide a breakdown of the component elements of that 
cost, for example, land, construction materials and wages. [30396/15]

16/07/2015WRUU02250783. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if any research has been undertaken or commissioned by his Department to 
compare the long-term cost per unit of building local authority housing as opposed to renting or 
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leasing it from private landlords. [30398/15]

16/07/2015WRUU02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 781 and 783 together.

There are significant variations in construction costs across the country and given also the 
range of variable cost elements, as well as site-specific factors such as location, availability 
of services and access to infrastructure, it is not possible to give a precise estimate of cost for 
the range of house types.  However, in the case of the 100 social housing construction projects 
which I approved in May 2015, the overall cost was €312 .6 million for 1,740 new social hous-
ing units, giving an average unit cost of €180,000.  There was a wide range of social housing 
units included in that announcement, from one-bedroom apartments in multi-storey develop-
ments, to four- bedroom semi-detached houses in various locations and with different site con-
ditions.  It is also the case that the costs cited are pre-tender estimated costs, which may vary 
following the formal tender processes.

In relation to rental costs, in 2011 the Housing Agency was commissioned by my Depart-
ment to undertake a value for money and policy review of the Rental Accommodation Scheme, 
entitled Comparative Financial Appraisal of Long Term Costs of Social Housing Delivery 
Mechanisms which is available on the Housing Agency’s website – www.housing.ie.  This re-
view included a comparative cost study on the cost of leasing compared to the cost of providing 
social housing through a range of different delivery mechanisms, including the construction 
and acquisition of social housing.  The report concluded that the social housing leasing model 
is likely to be more cost-effective than the traditional construction programme.  This is without 
taking account of the wider benefits of having more flexible and graduated supports and the op-
portunity costs in terms of being able to deliver more housing.

16/07/2015WRUU02350Social and Affordable Housing Provision

16/07/2015WRUU02400782. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide an estimate, based on the current average annual cost, of the cost 
per unit of renting social housing for 40 years under the rent supplement scheme, the housing 
assistance payment, the rental accommodation scheme, and longer-term leasing, for example, 
the social housing leasing initiative. [30397/15]

16/07/2015WRUU02450784. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide an annual breakdown by scheme of all payments made by 
his Department to private landlords for the years 2008 to 2014 and to date in 2015. [30399/15]

16/07/2015WRUU02500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 782 and 784 together.  

The Social Housing Strategy sets a target of providing 110,000 social housing units over 
the 6 year period of the strategy.  This includes the delivery of 35,000 units, through traditional 
build programmes and through the Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme (SHCEP), 
while a further 75,000 households will have their needs met through the Housing Assistance 
Payment (HAP) and Rental Accommodation (RAS) schemes.  The operation of the rent supple-
ment scheme is a matter for the Department of Social Protection and questions in relation to that 
scheme should be directed to my colleague, the Minister for Social Protection. 

It is not possible to give an accurate costing over 40 years for social housing units provided 
for under the SHCEP, HAP or RAS programmes.  The value of a lease or rental accommoda-
tion agreement is calculated over the period of the agreement.  Each scheme has differing 
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contractual arrangements, the details of which reflect where responsibility for management and 
maintenance for the individual unit lies.  Furthermore, my Department does not make payments 
directly to individual landlords in any arrangement within these schemes. 

There are currently 6,173 units operational under the Social Housing Current Expenditure 
Programme (SHCEP), formerly the social housing leasing initiative.  Over the course of the 
Social Housing Strategy it is envisaged that some 11,000 new social housing units will be de-
livered through this programme.  The average cost of an individual unit varies, depending on 
the manner in which it is provided under SHCEP.  For example standard leasing units provided 
by local authorities or approved housing bodies (i.e. those leased from a private owner includ-
ing NAMA’s Special Purpose Vehicle) will have a reduction of at least 20% on the market rent 
while units purchased or constructed by voluntary housing bodies will have a 5% to 8% reduc-
tion.  Notwithstanding this, at the end of May 2015, the average monthly cost for all SHCEP 
units (excluding unsold affordable units) was €610, or €7,320 per annum.    

Payments made to local authorities under the Social Housing Current Expenditure Pro-
gramme cover not just the cost of lease agreements made by local authorities and Approved 
Housing Bodies (AHB’s) with private owners, but also the cost of units constructed and pur-
chased by AHB’s under the scheme and unsold affordable units made available for social hous-
ing use.  In addition, administration costs, deposits on newly acquired accommodation and 
capital advances to AHB’s are included in this expenditure.     

Since the inception of the Leasing Initiative in 2009, expenditure up to the end of 2014 has 
totalled € 119.4 million. To end June 2015, expenditure in 2015 totals some €7.1m.   

The Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) has seen some 50,000 households transferring 
from rent supplement to RAS since it began operation.  The following table sets out the annual 
cost of RAS and transfer numbers achieved to end April 2015 - 

Year Annual Expenditure Annual No. of Transfers
2008 €53,025,430 6,915
2009 €83,394,513 6,802
2010 €100,076,430 6,609
2011 €115,917,365 6,337
2012 €125,429,966 5,451
2013 €130,886,608 4,701
2014 €133,512,889 3,846
2015 (end April) €33,157,493 1,035 

Recoupment made to local authorities under RAS covers not only the contracted rents due 
to private landlords but also payments that are made to Voluntary Housing Bodies, administra-
tion costs, deposits on newly acquired accommodation and payments made in respect of addi-
tional units supplied under the Social Partnership Agreement Towards 2016.   

The implementation of the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) Scheme is a key Govern-
ment priority.  Under the Social Housing Strategy some 8,400 households are to be supported 
by HAP by the end of the year, with some 70,000 households to be supported by the scheme at 
the end of the 6 year strategy period. 

Following the enactment of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014 in July 2014, 
HAP commenced initially in 7 pilot local authority areas in September and October 2014.  At 
the end of 2014, 485 households were in receipt of a HAP payment.  Expenditure in relation 
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to HAP in 2014 amounted to just under €394,000.  These costs related primarily to the cost of 
HAP payments to landlords, the administration costs of local authorities and the funding of in-
formation material on the scheme for dissemination to prospective landlords and tenants. 

An Exchequer allocation of €23.2 million has been made for the HAP scheme in 2015 to 
meet the cost of, primarily, payment to landlords in respect of an additional 8,400 HAP recipi-
ents, as well as the on-going funding commitment associated with the 485 households in receipt 
of HAP at the end of 2014.  This allocation will also meet the on-going administration costs of 
local authorities.  The HAP scheme is now available to all categories of households in 13 local 
authority areas.  Dublin City Council is also implementing a HAP pilot for homeless house-
holds in the Dublin region on behalf of all 4 Dublin local authorities.  There are currently more 
than 2,600 households being supported by HAP at an average monthly rent of €510.  Payments 
are made directly to landlords by the transactional shared services hub provided by Limerick 
City and County Council.  At the end of June 2015, payments amounting to €3.27 million have 
been made to landlords on behalf of households supported by HAP.

  Question No. 783 answered with Question No. 781.

  Question No. 784 answered with Question No. 782.

16/07/2015WRVV00150Energy Schemes

16/07/2015WRVV00200785. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources his plans to widen the eligibility criteria for the warmer homes schemes and 
the sustainable energy communities programme to include houses inhabited by low-income 
families in both the public and private sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29611/15]

16/07/2015WRVV00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The Better Energy Warmer Homes and Better Energy Communities schemes are administered 
by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) on behalf of my Department.  The Warm-
er Homes Scheme delivers a range of energy efficiency measures to low income households 
vulnerable to energy poverty, which meet the defined eligibility criteria.  Beneficiaries of the 
scheme do not receive grants but have measures installed free of charge.  Since the commence-
ment of the scheme in 2000, 116,283 homes around the country have received energy efficiency 
measures under the Scheme.  €15.8m has been allocated to the Scheme in 2015. 

In 2012 the eligibility criteria for the Warmer Homes scheme were broadened in an attempt 
to capture more households at risk of energy poverty.  To be eligible a person must be an owner-
occupier of a non-local authority home constructed before 2006 and in receipt of one of the fol-
lowing: Fuel Allowance as part of the National Fuel Scheme; Job seekers allowance for more 
than six months and with children under 7; Family Income Support.

The Communities Scheme supports energy efficiency upgrades to existing buildings and 
facilities in the community sector as well as clusters of homes likely to be at risk of energy pov-
erty.  This scheme is application-led and the proportion of energy poor homes a project contains 
is taken into account in the evaluation of each application.  There is no requirement to be an 
owner-occupier in the Communities Scheme.  A total of 29 projects received grant allocations 
of €18.6m in this year’s Communities scheme. 

My Department is currently in the process of developing a new Affordable Energy Strategy.  
A public consultation on this strategy was held earlier this year and views were sought on a 
wide range of issues, including the eligibility criteria for existing schemes.  I expect that the 
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new Affordable Energy Strategy will be completed and published later this year.

16/07/2015WRVV00350Energy Regulation

16/07/2015WRVV00400786. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he has examined the report on the regulation and inspection of gas installers 
operating here, which was compiled by the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Transport and Com-
munications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29943/15]

16/07/2015WRVV00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
Responsibility for the regulation of the electricity and gas markets is a matter for the Com-
mission for Energy Regulation (CER).  The Energy (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2006 con-
fers on the CER specific functions in the area of safety regulation of the natural gas industry.  
The legislation provides for natural gas installers to be registered as a Registered Gas Installer 
(RGI).  It is a legal requirement that any gas works carried out on domestic gas installations 
may be carried out only by a Registered Gas Installer.  The CER discharges its gas safety re-
sponsibility through the implementation of a Natural Gas Safety Regulatory Framework.  The 
Framework has been in operation for five years.  Since 2009, it has included a system for the 
regulation, certification, ongoing inspection of work and investigation of complaints regarding 
the competence of any particular natural gas installer.  Under Section 9(f) of the Electric Regu-
lation Act 1999 as amended by the Energy (Miscellaneous Provisions), CER has the power to 
prosecute unregistered gas installers through the court system.  The CER has attained a number 
of successful prosecutions to date in cases where unregistered installers have completed domes-
tic gas works. 

Nevertheless, I note that the Report of the Joint Committee recommends that certain legisla-
tive measures be considered.  My Department, in consultation with the CER, will examine the 
Committee’s recommendations and will respond to the Committee in due course on the findings 
reached.

16/07/2015WRVV00550Departmental Functions

16/07/2015WRVV00600787. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources his Department’s priorities for the remainder of this Dáil; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29581/15]

16/07/2015WRVV00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The Statement of Government Priorities 2014 to 2016 sets out clear and ambitious targets to 
build on the achievements of the last four years and to broaden and deepen the economic and 
social recovery and improve the living standards of our citizens.  Energy and broadband con-
nectivity are amongst the most strategic sectors of the Irish economy and are clearly reflected 
in the strategy for economic and social recovery set out in the Statement.  My Department has 
published a new Statement of Strategy which sets out the key objectives, outputs and related 
strategies for my Department for the next three years.  It includes: The development of an En-
ergy White Paper, for publication in October 2015, which takes account, inter alia, of energy 
and climate change objectives and targets over the medium and long term, specific obligations 
to 2020 in relation to renewable energy deployment and energy efficiency, and the need to en-
sure security of supply and competitiveness in our energy system; Further development of the 
National Broadband Plan including the publication of an intervention strategy (published on 
15 July) which aims to ensure that 85% of premises have high speed broadband in 2018 and 
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100% in 2020; Continued delivery of the National Digital Strategy which focuses on enterprise 
(assisting small and micro enterprises to trade online), citizens (ensuring that citizens and com-
munities are empowered and motivated to use the internet) and education (enhancing teaching 
and learning through greater use of digital resources).  Delivery of the National Broadband Plan 
and the National Digital Strategy will be closely aligned in order to optimise economic and 
social benefits for citizens, businesses and communities; Supporting a diverse and financially 
stable broadcasting sector; Overseeing the 2015 Offshore Oil and Gas Licensing Round; The 
introduction of Eircodes (launched on 13 July); A Public Sector Energy Efficiency Action Plan 
and a revised Affordable Energy Strategy, both of which it is intended to publish before the end 
of this year; and A legislative programme that will include new Broadcasting, Minerals, Energy 
and Fisheries legislation, as well as legislation to amend our Oil and Gas Fiscal Terms. 

My Department’s Statement of Strategy is available on the Department’s website at www.
dcenr.gov.ie.

16/07/2015WRVV00750Metropolitan Area Networks Programme

16/07/2015WRVV00800788. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if a review of the metropolitan area network is under way, or recently com-
pleted; the organisations and groups which were invited to make a submission; those which 
made a submission; if he will make these submissions available; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [29598/15]

16/07/2015WRVV00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
My Department is currently concluding an internal review of the Metropolitan Area Networks 
(MANs) Programme.  The purpose of the review is to carry out a retrospective analysis of the 
impact of the MANs Programme on the delivery of policy objectives, and to consider the future 
role and direction of the MANs in the context of market and Government policy developments.  
As part of the review process, the Department undertook a stakeholder engagement exercise 
with a number of licensed service providers on a confidential basis due to the commercial sen-
sitivity of issues for the companies concerned. 

The review of the MANs Programme, which is not yet complete, will inform future deci-
sions and direction in relation to the MANs and while it was not intended to publish this review, 
I am happy to consider whether relevant non-commercial extracts could be made publicly avail-
able in due course.

16/07/2015WRVV00950EU Directives

16/07/2015WRVV01000789. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources in the context of the upcoming European Union Directive 2014/61/CE, if he 
will implement a compulsory registry of broadband assets and pricing; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29599/15]

16/07/2015WRVV01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
Directive 2014/61/EU of the European Parliament and the Council of 15 May 2014 aims to 
reduce the cost of deploying high-speed electronic communications network infrastructure by, 
among other things, requiring EU member states to withdraw any statutory measures which 
prohibit utility network operators from sharing network assets.  There are no such statutory 
measures in place in Ireland.  The Directive also requires other utility network operators to 
make network information available to public communications network operators, if requested, 
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unless there are objective reasons not to. 

The Directive does not impose any new or additional obligations on network operators to 
make such information available to public bodies or to place such information in the public 
domain. 

As I set out in reply to Question No. 818 of 16 June 2016, my Department is compiling a 
register of owners of existing infrastructure that could be used to support the National Broad-
band Plan network roll-out, and publishing it on our website.

16/07/2015WRVV01150National Broadband Plan Implementation

16/07/2015WRVV01200790. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will conduct a national broadband measurement scheme to identify 
high propriety areas, as a matter of urgency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29600/15]

16/07/2015WRVV01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
Yesterday, I published for public consultation the Government’s draft Intervention Strategy 
which sets out how we propose to ensure the provision of high-speed broadband to premises in 
the intervention area.  This consultation runs until September 14th next.  The draft Intervention 
Strategy and associated expert reports are now available on www.broadband.gov.ie.  The Strat-
egy sets out clearly that I expect 85% of the premises in Ireland will have access to high-speed 
broadband in 2018, increasing to 100% by 2020.

The prospective bidder or bidders for the NBP contract are experts in network roll-out and 
each will bring different network architectures and technologies to bear on the project which 
will be capable of delivering the network in different ways.  It is considered that they will be 
best placed to determine the sequencing of the network deployment to maximise efficiencies 
during network build.  The strategy proposes however that the Department will engage with 
the winning bidder or bidders on the optimum roll-out strategy, having regard to business and 
consumer needs, areas of particularly poor service and areas of strong demand.  These factors 
will need to be balanced against the most efficient network roll-out and will be agreed during 
the procurement process.

16/07/2015WRVV01350Postal Codes

16/07/2015WRVV01400791. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will ensure that Eircode, in the introduction of the new postcode system, will 
have all placenames named and spelled correctly in their original Gaeilge as well as in English; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29620/15]

16/07/2015WRVV01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The use of Eircode is voluntary, not mandatory and there will be no requirement to change ex-
isting addresses in Irish or English.  The Eircode is simply appended to the existing address be it 
in English or Irish.  With the exception of the existing Dublin district codes, all Eircodes will be 
neutral of location in both the English and Irish language which means that the seven digit code 
is considered data rather than language.  The Irish language organisations are satisfied with this 
approach.  Eircode in consultation with Conradh na Gaeilge and Foras na Gaeilge has produced 
bilingual promotional material and postcode notification letters that will be issued to all postal 
addresses in the State.  Bilingual staff are available in the Eircode call centre to take calls from 
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members of the public in Irish.  The addresses in the Gaeltacht areas will receive their Eircode 
letter using the Irish form of their address. 

I will continue to work with Irish language organisations to ensure that all elements of the 
project are in compliance with Irish language requirements.

16/07/2015WRVV01550Mobile Telephony

16/07/2015WRVV01600792. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he or his Department have had any recent communications with the communica-
tions regulator or the mobile telephone companies in relation to the widespread concern regard-
ing poor mobile telephony coverage, particularly in counties Cavan and Monaghan, as dis-
cussed previously through parliamentary questions; if the telephone companies have provided 
commitments to upgrade their infrastructure and to meet modern demands; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [29623/15]

16/07/2015WRVV01700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
Conditions regarding levels of mobile telephony coverage to be delivered by Mobile Network 
Operators are attached to licences issued by ComReg.  Operators tend to exceed these coverage 
requirements for commercial reasons.  However, as mobile services are a radio based technol-
ogy, services can be affected by topography, quality of handsets, the capacity of the network 
and proximity to mobile telephone antennas. 

Any customer, including those in Cavan and Monaghan, who experiences service diffi-
culties should raise the matter with the service provider, in the first instance.  If this fails to 
resolve matters, customers can refer a complaint to ComReg, who will investigate the service 
provider’s compliance with its contractual obligations. 

My Department has contacted ComReg to seek an update in relation to complaints about 
coverage in counties Cavan and Monaghan.  Our understanding is that the amount of complaints 
regarding coverage in these areas is nominal since April last, with the number of contacts that 
ComReg has received from these counties being a small percentage of overall contacts received 
in relation to network coverage.

My Department has been advised by one mobile operator that disruptions to service may 
have been experienced due to work being carried out to upgrade their networks in Monaghan 
and Cavan.  The positive outcome of such disruption is, however, a deployment of an improved 
service.  Its network upgrade is more or less complete in Monaghan, with Cavan currently on 
track for completion in the autumn timeframe. 

Another operator has confirmed to the Department that it has deployed two 3G and two 
4G deployments in Cavan and Monaghan since May, which would recently have improved 
coverage.  It has also indicated that it has not received complaints regarding coverage in these 
counties.

It is hoped that coverage issues will diminish through a combination of commercial op-
erators continuing to invest in upgraded infrastructure and services, and local authorities and 
Government Departments working together to address barriers to the deployment of telecoms 
infrastructure and services which currently exist.

16/07/2015WRVV01750Energy Schemes
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16/07/2015WRVV01800793. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the number of grants, in tabular form, that were awarded as part of the better 
energy scheme in each year since its introduction. [29699/15]

16/07/2015WRVV01900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The Better Energy Programme was launched in 2009 as the Home Energy Saving scheme after 
a pilot programme was conducted in 2008.  The Home Energy Saving scheme was rebranded as 
the Better Energy scheme in May 2011.  The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) 
administers the Better Energy programme on behalf of my Department.  The programme con-
sists of three schemes: Homes, Warmer Homes and Communities.  Better Energy Homes pro-
vides a financial incentive to private homeowners who wish to improve the energy performance 
of their homes.  Better Energy Warmer Homes delivers a range of energy efficiency measures 
free of charge to low income households who meet the defined eligibility criteria and who are 
vulnerable to energy poverty.  The Better Energy Communities programme supports energy 
efficiency upgrades to homes, buildings and facilities in the community sector.  The Better 
Energy Communities programme also incorporates an area-based element that supports the 
upgrade of clusters of homes in energy poverty. 

The following tables detail the total value and number of grants (where relevant) provided 
through the Better Energy Programme since 2009:

Programme 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 (spend 
to date)

Better 
Energy 
Homes

€16.25m €45.2m €57.6m €28.95m €13.16m €9.9m €5.25m

Better 
Energy 
Warmer 
Homes

€12m €30m €21.4m €20.5m €17.55m €20.7m €2.42m

Better 
Energy 
Communi-
ties

n/a n/a n/a €5.9m €17.6m €23.65m €18.6m*
(*Grant al-
locations an-
nounced June 
2015)

Total €28.25m €75.2m €79m €55.35m €48.31m €54.25 €26.27m

Programme 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 to 
date

Better 
Energy 
Homes

18,203 45,946 49,236 26,426 13,710 9,927 4,752

Better 
Energy 
Communi-
ties

n/a n/a n/a 18 projects 50 projects 58 projects 29 projects

16/07/2015WRVV01950Energy Schemes

16/07/2015WRVV02000794. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
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ral Resources the annual cost of grants under the better energy homes scheme in each year from 
2010 to 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29730/15]

16/07/2015WRVV02100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The Better Energy Homes Scheme is administered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of 
Ireland (SEAI) on behalf of my Department.  The Better Energy Homes Scheme provides a 
financial incentive to private homeowners who wish to improve the energy performance of 
their homes.  Fixed grants are provided towards the cost of a range of measures including attic 
insulation, wall insulation, heating systems upgrades, solar thermal panels and accompanying 
BER.  The amount of grants awarded under the Better Energy Homes Scheme in each year from 
2010 to 2014 is as follows:  

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
€45.2m €57.6m €28.95m €13.16m €9.9m

The importance of improving our energy efficiency for reducing our harmful emissions can-
not be overstated.  The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recently published its report 
on Ireland’s Greenhouse Gas Emission Projections 2014-2035.  The report finds that significant 
additional effort is required by Ireland to meet our 2020 emissions targets, particularly in ener-
gy efficiency and renewable energy.  The report highlights the importance of the Better Energy 
Programme in delivering the emissions reductions necessary in the residential sector to 2020. 

In late 2014 my Department working with the SEAI reviewed the supports available under 
the Better Energy Homes scheme in conjunction with the financial resources available for the 
scheme.  This review concluded that the most efficient ways of using the limited resources 
available to the scheme were (i) to increase the existing grant levels whose value had been 
eroded by inflation, (ii) to introduce a new bonus payment that encourages householders to en-
gage in deeper renovations that could lead to more significant energy savings and (iii) to abolish 
the minimum grant threshold.  In March of this year I announced increases of between 25% 
and 50% in the grant levels awarded to householders under the scheme.  In addition, a bonus 
payment has been introduced for householders that complete three or more energy efficiency 
improvements.

16/07/2015WRVV02150National Broadband Plan Implementation

16/07/2015WRVV02200795. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will provide specific information regarding the delivery of high-speed broad-
band for a townland (details supplied) in County Mayo under the national broadband plan 
given that in the reply to Parliamentary Question No. 554 of 7 July 2015 he stated that he does 
not believe works in this area will commence until 2016; with a three to five year construction 
timescale, if he will clarify where exactly this townland is within that stated timescale; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [29846/15]

16/07/2015WRVV02300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
In reply to Question No. 554 of 7 July last, I confirmed that, based on my Department’s current 
intervention map, the townland of Ballintubber in county Mayo is included in the NBP inter-
vention area.  Yesterday, I published for public consultation the Government’s draft Interven-
tion Strategy which sets out how we propose to ensure the provision of high-speed broadband 
to premises in the intervention area.  This consultation runs until 14 September next.  The draft 
Intervention Strategy and associated expert reports are now available on www.broadband.gov.ie  
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The Strategy sets out clearly that I expect 85% of the premises in Ireland will have access 
to high-speed broadband in 2018, increasing to 100% by 2020.

In terms of the precise timing of when any particular area can expect to be covered, the 
prospective bidder or bidders for the NBP contract are experts in network roll-out and each 
will bring different network architectures and technologies to bear on the project which will 
be capable of delivering the network in different ways.  It is considered that they will be best 
placed to determine the sequencing of the network deployment to maximise efficiencies dur-
ing network build.  The strategy proposes, however, that the Department will engage with the 
winning bidder or bidders on the optimum roll-out strategy, having regard to business and con-
sumer needs, areas of particularly poor service and areas of strong demand.  These factors will 
need to be balanced against the most efficient network roll-out and will be agreed during the 
procurement process.

16/07/2015WRVV02350Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRVV02400796. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the amount of investment from capital spending his Department has made in County 
Kildare since 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29886/15]

16/07/2015WRVV02500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
Total capital expenditure by my Department was €396m in the period 2011 to end 2014 and is 
currently forecast at €93.6m for 2015.  This expenditure is not broken down by county.  The 
most significant component of my Department’s capital expenditure is in respect of the Better 
Energy Programme, which consists of three schemes, administered by the Sustainable Energy 
Authority of Ireland (SEAI) on behalf of my Department.  SEAI has advised me that for the 
period 2011 to date grants amounting to over €4.8m have been awarded under the Better Energy 
Homes Scheme, €60,388 has been awarded under the Better Energy Communities Scheme and 
over €1.8m has been invested in the Warmer Homes Scheme, in County Kildare.

Under the Metropolitan Area Networks (MANs) Scheme, €10,350 was paid in the period in 
question as a balance in respect of the installation of telecommunications ducting, carried out in 
conjunction with other works in Newbridge, Co Kildare. 

A sum of €46,701 has been awarded to date under the Trading Online Voucher Scheme in 
respect of grant assistance to 24 small businesses in Co. Kildare to help them develop their 
online trading capability.

Finally, the Deputy may wish to note that there were 11 electoral divisions in County Kildare 
covered by the National Broadband Scheme (NBS), which was in place between December 
2008 and August 2014.  The actual expenditure is not available as it is part of a national contract 
for the NBS.

16/07/2015WRVV02525Energy Policy

16/07/2015WRVV02550797. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the approximate cost of introducing a renewable heat incentive, which his 
Department plans to bring online next year; if he has considered including any project installed 
from the date the initiative is announced to retrospectively qualify once the initiative opens; the 
approximate cost of this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29963/15]
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16/07/2015WRVV02575Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White) 
(Deputy Alex White): The 2009 EU Renewable Energy Directive set Ireland a legally binding 
target of meeting 16% of our overall energy requirements from renewable sources by 2020.  To 
meet this target, Ireland is committed to achieving 40% renewables in electricity, 12% in heat 
and 10% in transport. 

Measures currently in place, including Part L of the Building Regulations and the combined 
heat and power supported under the REFIT 3 scheme, are expected to increase the uptake of 
heat from renewable sources.  However, analysis by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 
(SEAI) suggests that in the absence of further measures a shortfall in the region of two to four 
percentage points could emerge in the renewable heat sector.  This would represent between 
one and two percentage points in terms of the overall renewable energy target.  While the cost 
of such shortfall has yet to be established, the SEAI has estimated that it could be in the range 
of €100 million to €150 million per percentage point shortfall.  This means that a shortfall in 
the heat sector could cost between €200 million and €300 million in renewable energy credits. 
There could also be penalties associated with any shortfall. 

Analysis underpinning the Draft Bioenergy Plan indicates that an additional bioenergy fo-
cussed measure in the heat sector would represent the most cost effective means of meeting a 
number of different policy goals including addressing the potential shortfall in our renewable 
heat levels.  The draft Plan recommends the introduction of a Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) 
to incentivise larger heat users in the industrial and commercial sector to change to heating so-
lutions that produce heat from renewable sources. 

The initial public consultation on the RHI is being finalised. One of the considerations in 
preparation of this document is how best to support continuing investment in the renewable heat 
sector whilst the RHI is being consulted on.  Any arrangements will be subject to budgetary and 
state aid approval.  Ultimately the cost of the scheme and any retrospective application will be a 
function of the design of the support scheme and the scale of supported installations.  This will 
be identified as the design of the scheme develops through the consultation process.

16/07/2015WRVV02588National Broadband Plan Implementation

16/07/2015WRVV02600798. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the proposals to provide modern broadband telecommunications infrastructure in 
an area (details supplied) in County Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30009/15]

16/07/2015WRVV02650799. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the proposals to provide modern telecommunications infrastructure in an area (de-
tails supplied) in County Cavan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30010/15]

16/07/2015WRVV02675800. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the proposals to provide modern telecommunications infrastructure in an area (de-
tails supplied) in County Cavan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30011/15]

16/07/2015WRVV02700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 798 to 800, inclusive, together.  

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure that every citizen and business, re-
gardless of location, has access to a high quality, high speed broadband service. This will be 
achieved through a combination of commercial investments and a State led intervention in 
areas where commercial services will not be provided.
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The proposed State intervention under the NBP represents a potentially very significant 
capital investment project for the State and the Government is firmly committed to delivering 
this investment, as evidenced in the National Broadband Plan itself and in the Programme for 
Government, the Action Plan for Jobs and the Statement of Government Priorities.

The commercial telecommunications sector is currently investing approximately €2.5 bil-
lion in network upgrades and enhanced services.  These very significant investments represent 
a step-change in the quality of broadband services available.

Last November I published a national high speed coverage map for 2016.  This map is avail-
able at www.broadband.gov.ie.  The map shows Ireland with two colours, BLUE and AMBER.  
The areas marked BLUE represent those areas where commercial providers plan to deliver high 
speed broadband services.  The AMBER areas on the map show the target areas for the State 
intervention. 

According to publicly available information on eircom’s website, the area of Bailieboro is 
already largely provided by high-speed broadband.  Some 16% of the premises in this locality 
will be included in the Government’s proposed intervention.  In addition, eircom’s website also 
indicates that Broomfield in County Monaghan will be upgraded this Autumn.  I can confirm 
that all of the premises in both Canningstown and Knockbride will be covered by the Govern-
ment’s proposed intervention. 

It is anticipated that speeds of at least 30Mbps will be delivered through the Government’s 
intervention and the network will be designed to cater for future increased demand from con-
sumers and business.

Under EU State Aid rules, public investment in a commercial market has to be targeted at 
areas where there is evidence of market failure.  Therefore, the Government’s proposed invest-
ment under the NBP will apply to those parts of the country that are unlikely to be served com-
mercially. 

Eircom recently announced an investment that may address a further 300,000 premises with 
fibre-to-the-premises technology.  My Department will be rigorously examining the assurances 
from eircom in relation to these new plans, which is a requirement for all operators, and will 
review how this impacts the proposed intervention area.

More generally I can confirm that broadband services have been upgraded for 9,665 prem-
ises to date in Co. Cavan and 9,647 in Co. Monaghan with a further 8,510 in Co. Cavan and 
4,267 in Co. Monaghan expected to be served over the next 18 months.  The remaining 24,197 
premises in Co. Cavan and 19,551 in Co. Monaghan will be covered by commercial investment 
or be the target for the proposed State intervention under the National Broadband Plan. 

I published the draft Intervention Strategy for public consultation yesterday and the draft 
strategy and relevant expert reports are available on the NBP website www.broadband.gov.ie.  
Following the consultation process over the summer, I hope to move to formal procurement 
phase towards the end of this year in order to select a preferred bidder or bidders. 

I expect the physical build of the network to begin in late 2016, and it will take 3-5 years to 
fully complete – depending on the details of the bid or bids selected. 

This complex national infrastructure project will definitively address the long-standing 
challenge of deploying a resilient and high-quality broadband network in rural parts of Ireland.

16/07/2015WRVV02950Departmental Advertising Expenditure
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16/07/2015WRVV03200801. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the cost of public advertising, statutory and non-statutory, funded by his Department 
in 2013 and in 2014; the corresponding figure for agencies under the control of his Department; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30021/15]

16/07/2015WRVV03300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The total cost of advertising to my Department was €106,381 in 2013 and €77,229 in 2014.  The 
information sought by the Deputy regarding the agencies under the aegis of my Department is 
an operational matter for each Agency.  I will request the relevant bodies to reply directly to the 
Deputy with the information requested in respect of their organisation.

16/07/2015WRVV03350Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRVV03400802. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the cost in 2013 and in 2014 of printing reports by his Department and agencies 
under the control of his Department; the corresponding figure for annual reports; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30036/15]

16/07/2015WRVV03500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The cost incurred by my Department in printing reports was €12,778 in 2013 and €4,666 in 
2014.  In procuring any services, my Department always seeks to ensure value for money.  In 
relation to my Department’s Annual Reports for 2013 and 2014, both reports were published 
online only, therefore no printing costs were incurred. 

The information sought by the Deputy regarding the agencies under the aegis of my De-
partment is an operational matter for each Agency.  I will request the relevant bodies to reply 
directly to the Deputy with the information requested in respect of their organisation.

16/07/2015WRVV03550Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRVV03600803. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the cost in 2013 and in 2014 of issuing hard copy payslips to staff or retired staff by 
his Department and agencies under the control of his Department; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30051/15]

16/07/2015WRVV03700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
All staff in my Department currently receive electronic payslips.  The cost of issuing hard copy 
payslips in exceptional circumstances to staff in my Department for 2013 is estimated at €400 
and the cost for 2014 is estimated at €250.  Pension payments to retired staff members from my 
Department are made by the Pay Master General and therefore there is no cost to the Depart-
ment.

16/07/2015WRVV03750Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRVV03800804. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will outline and itemise all expenditure undertaken by his Department on 
private travel for him or his private office,  legal fees, consultancy fees and hotel accommoda-
tion during the twelve month period to 30 June 2015; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30066/15]
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16/07/2015WRVV03900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The information requested is being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

16/07/2015WRWW00200Appointments to State Boards

16/07/2015WRWW00300805. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he is responsible for all board appointments where such power to appoint 
persons to State boards is vested in him by statute; if any politically appointed State employee 
outside of his Department is involved in decision-making concerning such appointments, in 
particular, if, during the lifetime of the Government, a named person (details supplied) has had 
any influence over any appointments made by him; if he or officials from his Department have 
corresponded with that person, regarding the composition of, and appointments to, State boards 
to which he has statutory power to make appointments; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30106/15]

16/07/2015WRWW00400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
As Minister I am responsible for board appointments where the power to appoint persons to 
State bodies is vested in me by statute.  In November 2014, the Government approved new 
Guidelines on Appointments to State Boards with the objective of opening up the process to 
the largest possible pool of suitable candidates.  The Guidelines establish a new and transparent 
process operated by the Public Appointment Service (PAS).  While it is ultimately the respon-
sibility of the relevant accountable Minister or the Government, where appropriate, to make 
appointments, PAS will support the process by seeking to ensure that a sufficient list of suitable 
candidates is available for consideration. 

No record exists of any correspondence between the person referred to and my Department 
in relation to the matters outlined in the Question.

16/07/2015WRWW00500Departmental Funding

16/07/2015WRWW00600806. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the current and capital funding allocated to his Department; the underspend or 
overspend in 2015 to date under each category, based on his Department’s spending profile; the 
funding made available within and external to his Department’s functions to support innova-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30121/15]

16/07/2015WRWW00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The total current and capital funding allocated to my Department in 2015 is €419.15m.  The 
following table details expenditure by my Department against profile to end June 2015:

Subhead Profile to end June Expenditure 
to end June

Variance from 
Profile

0 0 0
Communications
A1 - Administration - Pay 2,164 1,950 -214
A2 - Administration – Non 
Pay

663 562 -101
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Subhead Profile to end June Expenditure 
to end June

Variance from 
Profile

A3 - Information and Com-
munications Technology 
Programme

6,929 4,085 -2,844

A4 - Multimedia Develop-
ments

2,196 1,058 -1,138

A5 - Information Society 2,298 1,244 -1,054
A6 - Other Capital including 
Capital contingency 

0 0 0

Broadcasting
B1 - Administration – Pay 459 414 -45
B2 - Administration – Non 
Pay

227 192 -35

B3 - Grant to RTÉ for 
Broadcasting Licence Fees 
(Grant – in – Aid)

89,000 85,500 -3,500

B4 - Payment to an Post for 
Collection of TV Licence 
Fees

5,509 4,980 -529

B5 - Deontas i Leith Thei-
lifís na Gaelige 

21,771 21,772 1

B6 - Broadcasting Fund 7,051 6,784 -267
Energy
C1 - Administration - Pay 2,116 1,908 -208
C2 - Administration – Non 
Pay

802 681 -121

C3 - SEAI Administration & 
General Expenses

3,534 3,301 -233

C4 - Sustainable Energy 
Programmes

16,223 12,111 -4,112

C5 - Energy Research Pro-
grammes 

2,234 1,049 -1,185

C7 - Gas Services 10 12 2
C8 - Subscriptions to Inter-
national Organisations

65 35 -30

Natural Resources
D1 - Administration - Pay 2,995 2,700 -295
D2 - Administration – Non 
Pay

1,141 1,014 -127

D3 - Petroleum Services 349 180 -169
D4 - Mining Services 1,391 363 -1,028
D5 - GSI Services 4,689 2,786 -1,903
D6 - Ordnance Survey Ire-
land (Grant – in – Aid)

3,000 3,000 0

D7 - Subscriptions to Inter-
national Organisations

123 26 -97
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Subhead Profile to end June Expenditure 
to end June

Variance from 
Profile

Inland Fisheries 0
E1 - Administration - Pay 416 375 -41
E2 - Administration – Non 
Pay

157 133 -24

E3 - Inland Fisheries 12,938 13,659 721

In relation to funding to support innovation, Subheads A3 (ICT Programmes), A4 (Multi-
media Developments), A5 (Information Society), C5 (Energy Research Programmes) and D5 
(GSI Services) are aimed at providing support for innovation.  This funding amounts to just 
over €32.5m in 2015.

16/07/2015WRWW00800Information and Communications Technology

16/07/2015WRWW00900807. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if his Department, or agencies under the authority of his Department, have per-
formed an assessment of the potential savings to be accrued if current paper-based application 
processes by members of the public were replaced with a fully online application system; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [30136/15]

16/07/2015WRWW01000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
My Department is primarily focused on setting policy in the Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources areas and does not currently operate schemes which involve high volume pa-
per based applications by members of the general public.  Where business needs and customer 
service requirements support it, the Department has developed a number of online systems 
which are mainly geared to business users.  Application processes in respect of schemes run by 
Agencies under the aegis of my Department is a day to day matter for those organisations.  I will 
request the relevant Agencies to respond directly to the Deputy in the matter.

16/07/2015WRWW01100Public Service Obligation Levy Payments

16/07/2015WRWW01200808. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the current position on the future of public service obligation payments to Tynagh 
and Aughinish power plants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30148/15]

16/07/2015WRWW01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
Tynagh Energy and Aughinish Alumina were awarded 10 year contracts subsequent to a com-
petition run by the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) in 2005 to provide urgently 
required capacity to the electricity system.  The purpose of the scheme was to ensure security 
of supply in the framework of continuous electricity demand growth at that time.  These plants 
will transition out of subsidy consequent to the expiration of their contracts during 2016.  A 
correction amount, known as the R-factor, will continue to be payable for the following years, 
based on the difference between a supplier’s ex-ante estimate of entitlements under the relevant 
PSO scheme and the actual entitlements determined two PSO periods later through the submis-
sion of audited, verifiable figures to the CER.  The PSO levy has been in place since 2001 and 
is the overall support mechanism for generation constructed for security of supply purposes, 
including peat generation, and for the development of renewable electricity.  It is designed to 
compensate electricity suppliers for the additional costs they incur by purchasing electricity 
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generated by these producers.  The PSO levy is vital to enable Ireland to meet its 40% target 
for electricity generated from renewable sources by 2020, which in turn is important for the 
achievement of Ireland’s 16% EU 2020 target for renewable energy.

The CER determines the PSO levy which is a charge on all electricity customers without 
exception.  The legal basis for the PSO levy and its method of calculation are set out in Regula-
tions made under the Electricity Regulation Act 1999 (S.I. No. 217 of 2002).  The annual PSO 
levy amount for 2014/2015 is €335.4 million.  This equates to €64.37 per annum for residential 
customers, €221.66 per annum for small to medium sized business customers and €34.20/kVA 
for medium and large customers.

The CER published, for consultation, its proposed decision paper on the 2015/16 annual 
PSO levy on 12 June which CER computed, in accordance with the legislation, to be €304.8m 
million.  This equates to €56.52 per annum for residential customers, €200.98 per annum for 
small to medium sized business customers and €30.96/kVA for medium and large customers.  A 
final decision will issue by the CER by 1 August 2015.

16/07/2015WRWW01400Renewable Energy Feed in Tariff Scheme Implementation

16/07/2015WRWW01500809. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources his views on the recent energy bulletin from the National Competitiveness 
Council that recommended ending the renewable energy feed in tariff programme 2 when it 
expires in 2017, and for the divesting of additional Electricity Supply Board price setting power 
generation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30158/15]

16/07/2015WRWW01600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The 2009 EU Renewable Energy Directive set Ireland a legally binding target of meeting 16% 
of our overall energy requirements from renewable sources by 2020.  To meet this target, Ire-
land is committed to achieving 40% renewables in electricity, 12% in heat and 10% in transport.  
While the cost of any shortfall has yet to be established, the SEAI has estimated that it could 
be in the range of €100 million to €150 million per percentage point shortfall.  To date onshore 
wind energy has been the most cost effective renewable technology in the Irish electricity mar-
ket, contributing most towards the achievement of the 2020 target.  There is also potential to 
diversify our renewable electricity generation portfolio through our indigenous resources such 
as ocean, bioenergy and solar energy.

The cost-effectiveness of support for renewables is a key consideration in the work now 
underway in my Department to consider the appropriateness and design of any new support 
scheme for renewable electricity.  The initial public consultation on the scheme will be pub-
lished shortly, a key component of which will be consideration of the available technologies, 
their cost effectiveness and the level of any support required.

In relation to the issue of ESB divestment of additional generation plant, market power in 
the generation market has been the subject of robust and stringent regulation via market power 
mitigation measures by the regulators North and South since 2007, when the Single Electricity 
Market (SEM) was set up.  The SEM is currently the subject of redesign to ensure compliance 
with the EU target model for the internal energy market.  The market will be called the Inte-
grated Single Electricity Market (I-SEM).  The SEM Committee, consisting of both Regulators 
and an Independent Member, which is redesigning the market, has recently sought comments 
to identify to what extent there could be market power in the I-SEM and to decide on an asso-
ciated regulatory market power mitigation strategy and measures, as part of the market power 
mitigation workstream of the redesign project.  This workstream will evaluate the potential for 
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the exercise of market power within the I-SEM wholesale market, due to go live in 2017, and 
consider the implications of this for the range of regulatory market power mitigation measures 
that may be employed.

16/07/2015WRWW01700Bord na Móna

16/07/2015WRWW01800810. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the measures he has taken to resolve all human resource issues in Bord na Móna; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [30190/15]

16/07/2015WRWW01900816. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources his views that employees of Bord na Móna have been asked to take pay cuts but senior 
management has not. [30311/15]

16/07/2015WRWW02000817. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he is aware that millions of euro has been spent on consultants at Bord na Móna for 
the past six years with no benefit to the company and at a high cost to the workforce; his views 
that the high turnover of management that was introduced to the company by the former chief 
executive officer is a reflection on working conditions. [30312/15]

16/07/2015WRWW02100818. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if he is aware that the Bord na Móna company chairman will not allow worker directors 
of the company meet the workers (details supplied). [30313/15]

16/07/2015WRWW02200819. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his plans to investigate issues regarding the management and decisions of Bord na 
Móna for the past six years, problems with minutes of board meetings, and the treatment of 
employees. [30314/15]

16/07/2015WRWW02300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 810 and 816 to 819, inclusive, together.

Bord na Móna is a commercial State company operating under the Turf Development Acts 
1946 to 1998.  The matters raised by the Deputy are operational in nature and not ones in which 
I, as Minister, have any function.

Bord na Móna is facing significant business challenges in the context of the deregulation 
of the electricity market and increasingly competitive and challenging environments across 
all its business areas.  I understand that in order to ensure its continued success, the company 
is implementing a programme to transform all areas of its operations and structure, the key 
objective of which is to improve business effectiveness and efficiency.  In that regard, I have 
been advised that management and union representatives are currently involved in discussions 
under the auspices of the Labour Relations Commission on a range of issues relating to busi-
ness transformation in the company.  These discussions include areas related to the terms and 
conditions of employees. It would not be appropriate for me to comment on this matter while 
these discussions are in progress.

16/07/2015WRWW02400Bord na Móna

16/07/2015WRWW02500811. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he is aware of the recently held Oireachtas communications committee meeting 
where the chairperson and the chief executive officer of Bord na Móna were present and heard 
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a number of concerns raised across the political spectrum; if he has discussed the concerns with 
the chairman or the chief executive officer; and his plans to ensure the issues raised are dealt 
with. [30192/15]

16/07/2015WRWW02600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): I 
am aware that the Chair and Chief Executive of Bord na Móna have recently appeared before 
the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Transport and Communications to discuss the cessation of 
peat briquette production at two Bord na Móna factories at Littleton, County Tipperary and 
Derrinlough, County Offaly.  I understand that a range of issues were discussed at the meet-
ing most of which were operational in nature and not ones in which I, as Minister, would have 
a function.  As a matter of routine, I regularly meet with the Chair and senior management of 
the Company on a range of policy issues but the company has not discussed the issues raised 
in the course of the Joint Oireachtas Committee meeting with me since their meeting with the 
Committee.

16/07/2015WRWW02700Departmental Reports

16/07/2015WRWW02800812. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources when his Department’s annual report for 2014 will be published. [30209/15]

16/07/2015WRWW02900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
My Department published its 2014 Annual Report on 30 June 2015. The report is available on 
my Department’s website, www.dcenr.ie.

16/07/2015WRWW03000National Postcode System Establishment

16/07/2015WRWW03100813. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources his views on apparent discrepancies in a report (details supplied) regarding the 
postcode procurement process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30281/15]

16/07/2015WRWW03200814. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources his views on a matter (details supplied) regarding the European Commission 
investigation into the postcode procurement process; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30282/15]

16/07/2015WRWW03300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 813 and 814 together.  

As I stated in reply to Questions Nos 258, 259, 266 and 267 of 24 June 2015, my De-
partment received correspondence from the European Commission in August, 2012 regarding 
certain aspects of the procurement process for the National Postcodes System.  The case was 
fully examined by the Commission which informed the Department in November, 2013 that 
the matter had been closed on the basis that the Commission could not establish any breach of 
EU procurement law that would justify the opening of an infringement procedure.  The Irish 
authorities, however, were requested to take measures in relation to the clarity of language to 
be used in relation to bids by consortia in future procurements. 

In reply to a question from the European Parliament on the procurement process for the 
postcodes project, the then European Commissioner for the Internal Market stated on 14 May 
2014 as follows:

“The Commission received a complaint regarding the tendering procedure in question, it 
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conducted an investigation into the matter. 

After having received the requested clarifications from the Irish authorities, the Commis-
sion closed the file. Based on the available information, the Commission departments could 
not establish any violation of EU public procurement law that would justify the opening of an 
infringement procedure.

In April, 2015 in further correspondence, the EU Commission asked for additional informa-
tion on the measures that have been adopted by the Irish authorities.  My Department, having 
consulted with the Office of Government Procurement, replied to this request by way of a letter 
to the European Commission on 10 June.

16/07/2015WRWW03400Bord na Móna

16/07/2015WRWW03500815. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his views on the high number of employees who have reported bullying in the work-
place with Bord na Móna; and if he thinks there is management concerns. [30310/15]

16/07/2015WRWW03600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
It is understood from the Board of Bord na Móna that there are appropriate systems in place 
to deal with any allegations of bullying. Any employee who has concerns in this regard should 
bring it to the attention of the appropriate authorities in Bord na Mona.

Questions Nos. 816 to 819, inclusive, answered with Question No. 810.

16/07/2015WRWW03800Departmental Funding

16/07/2015WRWW03900820. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the level of funding made available as part of the BenefIT digital skills training 
grant scheme; and the way this funding is administrated. [30315/15]

16/07/2015WRWW04000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
My Department’s BenefIT programme is a key mechanism under the National Digital Strategy 
to ensure that citizens and communities are empowered and motivated to use the internet, and 
thereby reap the full economic and social benefits of a digital society.  The Programme provides 
funding to community, voluntary and not for profit organisations for the delivery of basic digital 
literacy training to citizens in over 700 locations nationwide.  Since the BenefIT programme 
launched in 2008, over 129,000 training places have been delivered at an overall cost of some 
€7.2m.  The current round, BenefIT 4, commenced in July 2013 and in December 2014, I ex-
tended its reach and impact with the introduction of a community strand.  The total expenditure 
to date in respect of the 46 organisations funded under BenefIT 4 is some €3.2m. 

Full details of the eligibility criteria for projects approved under the programme are set out 
in the BenefIT 4 Guidelines which are available on my Department’s website at www.dcenr.gov.
ie, along with a list of all approved organisations. 

Funding is dependent on the achievement of targets and delivery of commitments by the 
organisations which have been approved for grant aid.  My officials engage closely with them, 
monitor performance and the achievement of training targets on an ongoing basis, and carry out 
unannounced visits to training sessions as well as phone audits. All trainees complete an online 
survey which is used by my officials to continuously monitor the impact of the training.
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This is an effective programme delivering a wide range of positive impacts and value for 
money.

16/07/2015WRWW04100Gas Networks Ireland

16/07/2015WRWW04200821. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the proposals in place to extend the natural gas supply to Cavan town; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30336/15]

16/07/2015WRWW04300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The development and expansion of the natural gas network is a commercial matter for Gaslink, 
which is mandated under Section 8 of the Gas Act 1976, as amended, to develop and maintain 
a national system for the supply of natural gas that is both economical and efficient.  The Com-
mission for Energy Regulation (CER) is statutorily responsible for all aspects of the assessment 
and licensing of prospective operators who wish to develop and/or operate a gas distribution 
system within the State.  I have no statutory function in relation to the connection of towns to 
the gas pipeline network. 

In 2006, the CER approved a Gas Connections Policy which enabled assessment of the fea-
sibility of connecting new towns to the gas network.  In order for any town to be connected to 
the gas network, certain economic criteria need to be satisfied. 

The policy provides that the construction and operating costs of connecting a town, or group 
of towns, to the network are recovered through the consumption of gas and the associated net-
work charges.  The distance of a town from the gas network is the major factor determining 
the costs of building a gas pipeline.  The anticipated industrial or commercial gas usage in the 
town largely determines the revenue from gas network charges which must balance the connec-
tion costs.  Uneconomic gas pipeline projects would unfairly increase energy costs for all gas 
consumers. 

Under the 2006 network connections policy Gaslink has completed three comprehensive 
studies to assess nearly 80 towns for connections to the gas network with the result that more 
than twenty new towns have been connected in recent years, including Cootehill in Co. Cavan. 

As the successor to Gaslink, Gas Networks Ireland (GNI) will continue to review the towns 
which did not qualify for connection in 2010 as well as other towns.  The key factor which 
would qualify a town or group of towns in any future review would be a significant increase 
in demand for natural gas, usually as a result of the addition of a new large industrial or com-
mercial facility.

The CER recently hosted a consultation on a submission received by it from GNI proposing 
revisions to the existing gas connections policy, as mentioned above.  The consultation period 
has now ended and a decision is expected shortly.

16/07/2015WRWW04400Broadband Service Provision

16/07/2015WRWW04500822. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the discussion his Department has had with Eircom on the company’s recently 
announced rural broadband investment plans; the way he envisages that investment will tie in 
with the national broadband plan in terms of timing and implementation, given that areas now 
included by Eircom will fall outside the scope of the national plan; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [30360/15]

16/07/2015WRWW04600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
Yesterday, I published for public consultation the Government’s draft Intervention Strategy 
which sets out how we propose to ensure the provision of high-speed broadband to premises in 
the intervention area.  This consultation runs until 14 September next.  The draft Intervention 
Strategy and associated expert reports are now available on www.broadband.gov.ie.  My De-
partment continues to assess all new and existing industry investment commitments, including 
those recently announced by eircom, to ensure that they will deliver the services they promise.  
This is critically important as we get closer to the launch of the competitive tender phase of the 
National Broadband Plan.

Having assessed the latest industry investment plans, my Department will update the pro-
posed intervention area in the autumn.

16/07/2015WRXX00200Marine Salvage

16/07/2015WRXX00300823. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will outline the legislation on the Statute Book that facilitates ordering vessel owners to move 
or raise wrecked vessels that are a hazard or visually unattractive; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [29818/15]

16/07/2015WRXX00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  The rele-
vant legislation is the Merchant Shipping (Salvage and Wreck) Act, 1993.  Section 51 in partic-
ular prescribes that the owner of the wreck shall as soon as possible after the incident raise and 
remove or otherwise render it harmless.  It also prescribes that the appropriate authority shall 
by way of serving notices require the owner to raise  and remove or otherwise render harmless 
the wreck and if after 7 days of serving this notice the owner has failed to comply, the authority 
may proceed to raise and remove or otherwise render harmless the wreck.

This legislation also provides for fines and penalties associated with offences set out in the 
legislation.

16/07/2015WRXX00500Departmental Programmes

16/07/2015WRXX00600824. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
Department’s priorities for the remainder of this Dáil; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29592/15]

16/07/2015WRXX00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  Shortly after 
taking up office in 2014, I set out my priorities up to March 2016.  These are available on 
my Department’s website at the following link, www.dttas.ie/corporate/english/minister-and-
department-priorities.

16/07/2015WRXX00800Departmental Funding

16/07/2015WRXX00900825. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding available from his Department for the specific improvement grant scheme in 2015; if 
he will support the provision of funding for a scheme (details supplied) in County Cork; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [29614/15]
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16/07/2015WRXX01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  The improve-
ment and maintenance of regional and local roads is a statutory function of each road authority 
within its area, in accordance with the provisions of section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993.  Works 
on such roads are a matter for the relevant local authority to be funded from its own resources, 
supplemented by State road grants.  Cork County Council has been allocated  a total of €32.2 
million in grant funding this year, including a Discretionary Grant of €3.5 million.  Given the 
challenging economic climate, the Specific Improvement Grants Scheme has been curtailed in 
order to maximise the funding available for repair and strengthening work.  

In this context the purpose of Exchequer funding is to supplement the own resources of the 
local authority and I have been emphasising to local authorities the importance of prioritising 
expenditure on roads when allocating own resources, including revenue from Local Property 
Tax receipts.

16/07/2015WRXX01100Public Bike Schemes

16/07/2015WRXX01200826. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
usage statistics for the individual bike stations of the Cork bike scheme are available; the fre-
quency with which the statistics are collated; if he will provide details of such statistics; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [29621/15]

16/07/2015WRXX01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The National 
Transport Authority (NTA) is responsible for the roll out and administration of the Public Bike 
Scheme in the Greater Dublin Area and the regional cities of Limerick, Galway and Cork.

I have forwarded your question to the NTA for direct response.  If you have not received a 
response within 10 working days please contact my private office.

16/07/2015WRXX01400Public Bike Schemes

16/07/2015WRXX01500827. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
usage statistics for the Cork bike scheme are available; the frequency with which the statistics 
are collated; if he will provide details of such statistics, including the number of registered us-
ers, the average use of the scheme per user, the frequency of various hire periods; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29622/15]

16/07/2015WRXX01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  The National 
Transport Authority (NTA) is responsible for the roll out and administration of the Public Bike 
Scheme in the Greater Dublin Area and the regional cities of Limerick, Galway and Cork.    

I have forwarded your question to the NTA for direct response to you.  If you have not re-
ceived a response within 10 working days please contact my private office.

16/07/2015WRXX01700Road Network

16/07/2015WRXX01800828. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
section of roadway (details supplied) in County Kerry will be resurfaced; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29683/15]

16/07/2015WRXX01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister for 
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Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2015 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

16/07/2015WRXX02000Driver Licences

16/07/2015WRXX02100829. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason full and proper US driving licences are only given the provisional status here with a 
12-month duration; his plans to review the policy in place, which inhibits annual visitors from 
the United States of America to Ireland from driving freely; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29844/15]

16/07/2015WRXX02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  Irish driver 
licensing law operates within a framework of EU law.  As such, we have mutual exchange of 
licences with all EU Member States.  In the case of non-EU States, we can reach bilateral ar-
rangements for mutual recognition of driving licences.  Bilateral agreements are not a straight-
forward matter.  They are preceded by detailed comparison of the two licensing systems, so that 
the licensing authorities in both jurisdictions can be satisfied that the systems are compatible.  
On the Irish side, this task is undertaken by the Road Safety Authority (RSA).

We do not have such an agreement with the USA.  US driver licensing operates at State rath-
er than federal level.  Reaching agreement would therefore mean reaching 50 separate agree-
ments, each of which would have to take account of the further relationship between each State 
and the other 49 States.  I am advised by the RSA that this is not practicable.

Separately, under international agreements reaching back to the 1920s, Ireland allows visi-
tors to drive here for up to a year on their own national licences, even if we do not recognise 
them for exchange purposes.  A person who visits Ireland annually, as instanced by the Deputy, 
should be able to drive here as a visitor on a US licence.

16/07/2015WRXX02300Road Safety

16/07/2015WRXX02400830. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on a matter (details supplied) regarding speed limit restrictions in County Kerry; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [29884/15]

16/07/2015WRXX02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 10 of 
the Road Traffic Act 2004 provides the legislative basis under which a “road works speed limit 
order” may be applied by a county or city council manager to a road, motorway or part of such 
a road in their administrative area.  Under section 10, “road works speed limit orders” cannot 
be made in respect or a national road or motorway, without the prior written consent of the Na-
tional Roads Authority.

I have no function in the matter referred to.

16/07/2015WRXX02600Departmental Legal Cases
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16/07/2015WRXX02700831. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 775 of 17 June 2014, previous parliamentary questions and cor-
respondence with him and his Department over the past 20 years, if he has consulted recently 
with the Dublin Airport Authority regarding the actions of his former agent, Aer Rianta, in this 
matter; and, notwithstanding ongoing court proceedings, if he is satisfied that there was no con-
flict of interests, breach of official policy, misrepresentation, or concealment or wrong-doing on 
the part of his former agent, Aer Rianta, in this matter. [29885/15]

16/07/2015WRXX02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As this matter 
is the subject of legal proceedings and is therefore sub-judice, it would be inappropriate for me 
to comment on the issues raised.

16/07/2015WRXX02900Vehicle Clamping

16/07/2015WRXX03000832. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will review the clamping arrangements that are in place at railway station car parks (details 
supplied) [29929/15]

16/07/2015WRXX03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  I have no regu-
latory role in relation to the clamping of vehicles. 

The Vehicle Clamping Act 2015 was signed into law by the President on May 6.  Under this 
Act the National Transport Authority will be the national independent regulator for clamping 
activities wherever clamping is used as a means of parking control.  I am currently consulting 
with the NTA concerning the appropriate time to commence the legislation with a view to en-
suring that the new arrangements operate effectively.

16/07/2015WRXX03200Departmental Advertising Expenditure

16/07/2015WRXX03300833. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cost 
of public advertising, statutory and non-statutory, funded by his Department in 2013 and in 
2014; the corresponding figure for agencies under the control of his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30032/15]

16/07/2015WRXX03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  Details of ex-
penditure can be found on my Department’s website at the following link, www.dttas.ie/corpo-
rate/english/expenditure-external-services.  Details of expenses by agencies are a matter for the 
agencies themselves.  I will forward your query to them for direct response to you.  If you do 
not receive a reply within 10 working days, please contact my private office.

16/07/2015WRXX03500Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRXX03600834. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cost 
in 2013 and in 2014 of printing reports by his Department and agencies under the control of his 
Department; the corresponding figure for annual reports; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [30047/15]

16/07/2015WRXX03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  Details of ex-
penditure can be found on my Department’s website at the following link, www.dttas.ie/corpo-
rate/english/expenditure-external-services.  Details of expenses by agencies are a matter for the 
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agencies themselves.  I will forward your query to them for direct response to you.  If you do 
not receive a reply within 10 working days, please contact my private office.

16/07/2015WRXX03800Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRXX03900835. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cost 
in 2013 and in 2014 of issuing hardcopy payslips to staff or retired staff by his Department and 
agencies under the control of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30062/15]

16/07/2015WRXX04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Electronic pay-
slips have been in operation for employees of my Department since September 2008.  With 
regard to the agencies, the information requested by the Deputy is a matter for the agencies 
themselves, I have however forwarded the Deputy’s question to the agencies concerned for 
their direct response.  If you do not receive a reply within 10 working days please contact my 
private office.

16/07/2015WRXX04100Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRXX04200836. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will outline and itemise all expenditure undertaken by his Department on private travel for 
him and/or for his private office; on legal fees; on consultancy fees; on hotel accommodation, 
during the twelve month period to 30 June 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30077/15]

16/07/2015WRXX04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  My Depart-
ment does not pay for private travel either for myself or for any of my private staff or general 
Departmental staff.  Details of expenditure on official travel undertaken by myself, including 
subsistence, is available on the Department’s website at www.dttas.ie/about-us/2014/travel-ex-
penses-minister-donohoe.  Details of expenditure on legal and consultancy fees can be found 
on my Department’s website at the following link: www.dttas.ie/corporate/english/expenditure-
external-services. 

The data for the months January to June 2015 is currently being collated and will be pub-
lished on the Department’s website in the coming weeks.

16/07/2015WRXX04400Appointments to State Boards

16/07/2015WRXX04500837. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
is responsible for all board appointments where such power to appoint persons to State boards 
is vested in him by statute; if any politically appointed State employee outside of his Depart-
ment is involved in decision-making concerning such appointments, in particular, if, during the 
lifetime of the Government, a named person (details supplied) has had any influence over any 
appointments made by him; if he or officials from his Department have corresponded with that 
person, regarding the composition of, and appointments to, State boards to which he has statu-
tory power to make appointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30117/15]

16/07/2015WRXX04600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): There are a 
number of appointments to State Boards that require the approval of Government or where an 
appointee is nominated by a third party (e.g. Worker Directors).  Building on the Government’s 
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Decision of 2011 which established an open process operated by the Public Appointment Ser-
vice, a revised model for Ministerial appointments to State Boards is now in operation.  Since 
2011, board vacancies have been filled on the basis of expressions of interest received on the 
stateboards.ie portal. Recent reforms complement the current system with a more structured ap-
proach requiring that all appointments to vacancies on State Boards must be advertised openly 
on the State Boards portal www.stateboards.ie operated by the Public Appointments Service 
(PAS); meet specific and detailed criteria determined by the relevant Minister as necessary for 
the effective performance of the relevant role; and be processed by way of a transparent as-
sessment system designed and implemented by the independent Public Appointments Service 
(PAS) to support the relevant Minister in making appointments to State Boards under his/her 
remit.

In all cases I as Minister make the relevant appointments and, where necessary, bring nomi-
nations to Government for approval.

16/07/2015WRXX04700Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRXX04800838. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cur-
rent and capital funding allocated to his Department; the underspend or overspend in 2015 to 
date under each category based on his Department’s spending profile; the funding made avail-
able within and external to his Department’s functions to support innovation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [30132/15]

16/07/2015WRXX04900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): 2015 REV and 
expenditure position as at end June 2015 is summarised below, in terms of current and capi-
tal spend.  Current expenditure is behind profile by 2.5% (over €8m).  Capital spend is ahead 
by 14% (€30m approx.) due mainly faster drawdown on NRA national roads programme and 
NTA’s public transport programmes.  I expect spend across all programmes to come in on bud-
get by year end.  We do not have a specific provision of funding to support innovation per se.  
That said, there are examples of innovative projects under all programme headings.

 - REV Allocation Spend  -
(end June) Remaining

Gross Current Ex-
penditure

674,880 301,536 373,344

Current A-in-A 126,286 13,991 112,295
Net Current 548,594 287,545 261,049
Gross Capital Ex-
penditure

937,808 240,260 697,548

Capital Carryover 29,105 8,935 20,170
Gross total 966,913 249,195 717,718
Capital A-in-A 270,470 61,710 208,760
Net Capital 696,443 187,484 508,959
NET VOTE TOTAL 1,245,037 475,029 770,008

16/07/2015WRYY00200Departmental Projects

16/07/2015WRYY00300839. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
Department or agencies under the authority of his Department have performed an assessment of 
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the potential savings to be accrued if current paper-based application processes by members of 
the public were replaced with a fully online application system; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [30147/15]

16/07/2015WRYY00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department 
regularly reviews the potential for online systems to replace existing paper-based processes in 
order to achieve efficiencies, better customer service and business process improvements gen-
erally.  Examples of public-facing initiatives which the Department has delivered include the 
Online Sports Capital Register, which supports the Sports Capital Programme; the Road Trans-
port Operator Licensing Online system; and the Change of Vehicle Ownership online channel 
available at www.motortrans.ie.  These projects are measured against the objectives determined 
at the outset of the specific project, which may include cost savings.  However, while cost sav-
ings may accrue, this is rarely the sole primary objective or benefit of these initiatives, as they 
can also facilitate customers and citizens and support other operational and management im-
provements.  In relation to agencies, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the Department’s 
agencies for direct reply.   Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 
ten working days.

16/07/2015WRYY00500National Car Test

16/07/2015WRYY00600840. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will ensure that the views of vintage clubs are given detailed and favourable consideration in 
relation to their concerns regarding the possible extension of the national car test to vintage 
vehicles; if he will ensure that no additional financial burdens are placed on these clubs; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [30151/15]

16/07/2015WRYY00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  As I explained 
to the House recently, the review by the Road Safety Authority (RSA) of the arrangements in 
relation to the roadworthiness testing of vintage vehicles will be examined by my officials.  Due 
to pressure of other work, I do not expect them to be in a position to report to me on this area un-
til later in 2015.  Both the National Car Test and the Commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness Test 
are important preventative measures that continue to make a significant contribution to road 
safety in this country.

However, I do appreciate the value of the vintage and veteran vehicle movement.  I am 
advised that none of the recommendations contained in the RSA’s review would involve those 
who currently enjoy an exemption from compulsory testing; that is, those owners of cars and 
motor caravans first registered prior to 1 January 1980 and used for social and domestic pur-
poses, being brought within the compulsory roadworthiness testing regime.

16/07/2015WRYY00800Swimming Pool Projects

16/07/2015WRYY00900841. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
tion regarding the swimming pool grant scheme (details supplied); if he will provide, in tabular 
form, the amount granted to each of the 53 projects approved under the scheme before it closed; 
the amount of co-funding provided in each case by the local authority and or the community; 
the dates each grant was applied for, and approved; and the date of completion of build of each 
pool. [30172/15]

16/07/2015WRYY01000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): The Deputy’s question seeks a range of information that is not readily available within 
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the Department.  I am not satisfied that the work involved in compiling and collating the infor-
mation sought would be proportionate. However, relevant available information is contained in 
the table.  If the Deputy has any specific queries relating to a particular project, I would be glad 
to seek to provide her with relevant information in that regard. 

�- Pool New or Re-
furbish

Grant alloca-
tion €

Year of for-
mal alloca-
tion

Date of open-
ing

1 Enniscorthy New 2,693,565 1998 Jan-00
2 Wicklow Town New 2,679,147 1999 Jun-01
3 Monaghan town Refurbish 380,921 1998 Aug-06
4 Arklow Refurbish 2,349,015 1998 Jan-00
5 Navan New 3,174,345 1999 Aug-00
6 Ennis New 2,920,398 1999 Sep-03
7 Dundalk Town New 3,809,214 2000 Mar-02
8 Roscommon 

town
Refurbish 3,809,214 2000 Apr-02

9 Gorey/Courtown New 3,809,214 2000 Oct-01
10 Ballinasloe New 3,809,214 2002 Oct-03
11 Finglas New 3,809,214 2002 Apr-04
12 Tralee (Aqua-

dome)
Refurbish 86,400 2003 Oct-03

13 Tralee Sports & 
Leisure Centre

Refurbish 3,809,214 2003 Jul-04

14 Grove Island New 3,809,214 2003 Jun-04
15 Clonmel Refurbish 1,641,934 2003 Dec-04
16 Churchfield Refurbish 3,809,214 2004 Jun-05
17 Tuam New 3,809,214 2004 Sep-05
18 Ballymun New 3,809,214 2004 Jun-05
19 Cobh New 3,809,214 2004 Aug-06
20 Youghal New 3,809,214 2004 Sep-06
21 Ballyfermot New 3,809,214 2004 Oct-08
22 Drogheda New 3,809,214 2004 May-06
23 Jobstown New 3,809,214 2004 Nov-06
24 Letterkenny New 3,809,214 2004 Jul-07
25 Monaghan town New 3,809,214 2005 Aug-06
26 Ballybunion New 3,782,896 2005 Jun-07
27 Clondalkin New 3,809,214 2005 Jan-08
28 Killarney New 3,809,214 2005 Jul-08
29 Askeaton New 3,809,214 2005 Aug-07
30 Portlaoise New 3,809,214 2006 Dec-07
31 Portarlington Refurbish 3,809,214 2006 Dec-07
32 Longford New 3,809,214 2006 Sep-07
33 Thurles New 3,809,214 2006 Apr-08
34 St Michael’s 

House
New 3,700,000 2006 Apr-08

35 Athy New 3,809,214 2006 Mar-09
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36 Birr Refurbish 1,498,200 2006 Jul-07
37 Naas New 3,809,214 2006 Mar-09
38 Kilkenny City New 3,809,214 2006 Dec-08
39 Tullamore New 3,809,214 2007 Oct-08
40 Bray New 3,809,214 2007 Sep-08
41 Greystones New 3,809,214 2007 Oct-08
42 St Joseph’s 

School
Refurbish 300,000 2007 Nov-07

43 Dundrum New 3,809,214 2007 Apr-09
44 Claremorris New 3,809,214 2007 Sep-09
45 Roscrea New 3,809,214 2007 Sep-09
46 Ferrybank, Wex-

ford
Refurbish 3,809,214 2008 Jun-10

47 Loughrea New 1,700,000 2009 Project not 
proceeding

48 Loughlinstown Refurbish 3,809,214 2010 May-13
49 New Ross New 3,809,214 2010 Aug-13
50 De Paul Refurbish 1,261,000 2010 Works under 

way
51 Ballybofey/Stra-

norlar
New 3,809,214 2011 Oct-13

52 Clara Refurbish 784,000 2013 Works under-
way

53 Dunmanway Refurbish 3,809,214 2015 Works under-
way

54 Buncrana Refurbish No formal 
allocation to 
date

55 Castlebar New No formal 
allocation to 
date

56 Balbriggan New No formal 
allocation to 
date

57 Edenderry Refurbish No formal 
allocation to 
date

58 Ballaghaderreen New No formal 
allocation to 
date

� �

16/07/2015WRYY01100Rural Transport Programme Expenditure

16/07/2015WRYY01200842. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide details of spending by county, in tabular form, on the rural transport programme; 
the details of any departmental studies on the service performance of the programme since the 
move towards administering it via transport co-ordination units in 2013. [30187/15]
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16/07/2015WRYY01300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Ann 
Phelan): Responsibility for the management of the Rural Transport Programme (RTP), was as-
signed to the National Transport Authority (NTA) with effect from 1 April 2012.  This includes 
responsibility for implementing the restructuring of the RTP announced on 9 July 2013 and the 
allocation of funding to the 17 Transport Co-ordination Units.

The Department has not conducted any studies into the performance of the Programme since 
the restructuring was announced in 2013, as that process and the formation of the Transport Co-
ordination Units has been ongoing into 2015.  The NTA, however, as part of its management 
role monitors the performance of the Programme.

I have therefore forwarded your question to the NTA for further response to you. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

16/07/2015WRYY01400Road Tolls

16/07/2015WRYY01500843. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount of spending on compensation to toll operators on national routes from his Department; 
and the amount of expected compensation that will have to be paid in 2015 to toll operators. 
[30189/15]

16/07/2015WRYY01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2015 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

16/07/2015WRYY01700Motor Tax Collection

16/07/2015WRYY01800844. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when he 
expects to receive the report from the interdepartmental group review on motor tax on heavy 
goods vehicles; his plans to implement its recommendations; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30193/15]

16/07/2015WRYY01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The interde-
partmental group chaired by my Department was initially established to consider the introduc-
tion of a pay-as-you-go road tax system for HGVs.  The work of the group was subsequently 
expanded to include a full review of commercial motor tax.  The group held a targeted stake-
holder consultation which concluded last February and had meetings with stakeholders, includ-
ing representatives of hauliers and their customers.  The report of the group is being finalised 
for submission to me and to the Ministers for Finance and the Environment, Community and 
Local Government.  I expect to receive the report shortly.  If the recommendations in the report 
are accepted, an Implementation Group will be established with officials from my Department 
and the Departments of Finance and the Environment, Community and Local Government and 
stakeholders will be invited to contribute to the development and detail of any such implemen-
tation plan.
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16/07/2015WRYY02000Departmental Reports

16/07/2015WRYY02100845. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when his 
Department’s annual report for 2014 will be published. [30220/15]

16/07/2015WRYY02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  My Depart-
ment’s Annual Report for 2014 was published on 30 April 2015 and can be found at www.dttas.
ie/corporate/publications/english/annual-report-2014.

16/07/2015WRYY02300Tourism Project Funding

16/07/2015WRYY02400846. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
furnish a reply to correspondence (details supplied); if he will ensure financial support is pro-
vided for this flagship tourism event; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30240/15]

16/07/2015WRYY02500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I can confirm that I received the Deputy’s correspondence dated 17 June concerning an 
unsuccessful application for funding under Fáilte Ireland’s Festivals and Participative Events 
Regional Programme 2015.

My Department’s role in relation to tourism is concerned primarily with national policy, and 
it is not involved in the funding of individual events, or the administration of tourism-related 
funding programmes.  These matters fall within the day-to-day responsibilities of Fáilte Ireland, 
which operates the Festivals and Participative Events Regional Programme.

The provision of funding from these programmes is decided on an annual basis by Fáilte 
Ireland, based on applications received.  It is a competitive grant process and funding is award-
ed to those applicant events and festivals that best meet the advertised criteria for the relevant 
programme, including the expected benefit to the economy and tourism.

I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply.  Please contact my 
private office if a response is not received within ten working days.

16/07/2015WRYY02600Sports Capital Programme Application Numbers

16/07/2015WRYY02700847. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport given 
that figures are not available online, if he will provide a figure for the number of applications 
under the Sports Capital Programme 2015; the total value of grant aid sought; the correspond-
ing figures, by county; the budget available for such projects; his plans to announce the alloca-
tion of funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30243/15]

16/07/2015WRYY02800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): A fund of €40 million is available for Sports Capital Programme allocations.  I expect 
to make allocations later this year.  The specific information sought by the Deputy is set out in 
the table.  These figures are subject to change until the assessment process is completed as some 
organisations may withdraw their applications.

County Number Total Amount Sought
Carlow 28 €2,046,741
Cavan 33 €2,682,889
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County Number Total Amount Sought
Clare 50 €4,300,038
Cork 186 €12,848,743
Donegal 59 €3,823,683
Dublin 227 €15,937,380
Galway 116 €9,780,654
Kerry 72 €5,237,053
Kildare 55 €4,744,723
Kilkenny 37 €2,227,296
Laois 41 €2,045,234
Leitrim 20 €1,593,444
Limerick 59 €5,543,303
Longford 24 €1,498,693
Louth 49 €3,411,910
Mayo 74 €5,910,469
Meath 62 €4,323,970
Monaghan 26 €1,915,894
Offaly 39 €2,333,050
Roscommon 35 €1,563,463
Sligo 42 €2,304,454
Tipperary 75 €5,091,103
Waterford 40 €2,479,808
Westmeath 39 €2,382,158
Wexford 60 €4,770,195
Wicklow 48 €2,514,703
Total 1,596 €113,311,049

Please note that the amounts sought figures include applications where the applicants have 
sought more than the maximum available grant - €150,000 for local projects and €200,000 for 
national regional projects.

16/07/2015WRYY02900Aviation Issues

16/07/2015WRYY03000848. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide an update on the position regarding the proposal to build an aviation fuel pipe-
line connecting Dublin Port to Dublin Airport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[30308/15]

16/07/2015WRYY03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Depart-
ment has no involvement with this project.

I am advised by the Department of the Environment , Community and Local Government 
that it is matter for the relevant local authorities, Dublin City Council and Fingal County Coun-
cil.

16/07/2015WRYY03200Parking Provision
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16/07/2015WRYY03300849. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding a proposal for parking bays on the footpaths on a congested residential road 
(details supplied) in Dublin 4; and proposals for a one-way system on the road. [30319/15]

16/07/2015WRYY03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am aware of 
this matter, and have received and responded to correspondence from the local residents’ com-
mittee.

Under the Traffic and Parking Regulations, parking and partial parking of vehicles on pave-
ments is currently not permitted.  In June 2014, following representations on the issue, my 
predecessor indicated that he would ask the National Transport Authority (NTA) to examine 
the issue further and to consider the possibility of introducing a pilot scheme for partial parking 
on pavements.

The NTA responded earlier this year and indicated that, after extensive consideration of 
the request and consultation with local authorities and informally with An Garda Síochána, 
the introduction of permitted parking on footpaths is “highly undesirable and problematic”.  
The key concerns arising from permitting any partial parking of vehicles on pavements are 
that footpaths are intended to provide a safe route for pedestrians and to segregate them from 
other road users, thereby enhancing road safety and protecting the most vulnerable of our road 
users, including children, the impaired and the elderly.  Furthermore, footpaths are not designed 
or constructed to take the weight of cars or heavier goods vehicles.  Allowing footpaths to be so 
used for parking will lead to more rapid deterioration of the footpath surface, further increasing 
maintenance costs and providing greater trip hazards for pedestrians.   

The safety of all road users must be at the core of traffic and parking regulations. In light 
of all the evidence, I am of the view that safety considerations for pedestrians outweigh any 
benefits from the proposal to allow parking or partial parking on footpaths in any circumstances 
and I have no plan to change the Traffic and Parking Regulations to allow for this. 

The choice of whether to implement a one-way system on a given road is entirely a matter 
for the local authority in question.

16/07/2015WRYY03500Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRYY03600850. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount of investment from capital spending his Department has made in County Kildare since 
2011. [30330/15]

16/07/2015WRYY03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Details of the 
regional and local road grant payments to local authorities are outlined in the regional and lo-
cal road grant payment booklets which are available in the Oireachtas Library.  Details of the 
2015 regional and local road grant allocations to each county council are also available in the 
Oireachtas Library.   With regard to national roads, details of the allocations to each local au-
thority are also available in the Oireachtas Library.  However, details of the actual drawdown of 
funding for these roads is a matter for the National Roads Authority.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.  Details of 
Sports Capital Programme Allocations can be found on my Department’s website at www.dttas.
ie/sport/english/sports-capital-programme-awards-new.  Details of other investment in County 
Kildare are contained in the following table:
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 - 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Bike Week 4,983.61 4,232.73 4,913.35 3,750.89 0
Stimulus for 
Greenways

0 0 0 311,000.00 0

Total 4,983.61 4232.73 4,913.35 314,750.89 0

16/07/2015WRYY03800Rail Services

16/07/2015WRYY03900851. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when the upgrade of the Maynooth line from Connolly Station will commence; if it will include 
a new station at Cross Guns Bridge in Phibsborough in Dublin 7; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30355/15]

16/07/2015WRYY04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and the overall funding of public 
transport.  Responsibility for the development of public transport infrastructure and services  
in the Greater Dublin Area, including the upgrading of rail lines, is a function of the National 
Transport Authority (NTA).

Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

16/07/2015WRYY04100Land Ownership

16/07/2015WRYY04200852. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will publish a detailed place map showing how title to lands in the vicinity of the Royal Ca-
nal from Cross Guns Bridge in Phibsborough, Dublin 7, west as far as the Dublin city boundary 
is distributed between the different statutory transport bodies, and other public bodies, includ-
ing the Office of Public Works, Waterways Ireland and Dublin City Council; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [30359/15]

16/07/2015WRYY04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  I have no role 
in relation to the publication of title to lands in general, nor do I have any plans to publish a 
place map of lands for statutory bodies as requested by the Deputy.  I have no responsibility for 
the Office of Public Works, for which my colleague the Minister of State at the Department of 
Finance is responsible; for Waterways Ireland, for which my colleague the Minister for Arts, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht is responsible; or for local authorities such as Dublin City Council.  
If the Deputy has particular issues she wishes to know more about in relation to lands owned by 
the statutory transport bodies, she may wish to contact my private office.  More generally, she 
may wish to contact the Property Registration Authority, given its statutory role, or Dublin City 
Council, given its planning role, for assistance.

16/07/2015WRYY04400Cycling Facilities Provision

16/07/2015WRYY04500853. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
tion regarding the grant application submitted to his Department in respect of the development 
of the Leitrim-Cavan greenway; when this application will be approved, and funding allocated; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30362/15]
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16/07/2015WRYY04600854. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
tion regarding the grant application submitted to his Department in respect of the development 
of the Sligo-Leitrim greenway; when this application will be approved, and funding allocated; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30363/15]

16/07/2015WRYY04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 853 and 854 together.

Cavan County Council (in partnership with Leitrim County Council) and Sligo County 
Council each submitted proposals under the National Cycle Network Funding Programme 
2014-2016 for the development of greenways along the disused Sligo, Leitrim and Northern 
Counties railway.  While both proposals had considerable merit, it was not possible to award 
funding for either given that the number of applications submitted far outweighed available 
resources.

I understand from my officials that in the interim the authorities involved have continued to 
develop these proposals so as to be best placed to avail of future Department funding calls.  It is 
possible given the popularity and success of greenways delivered to date that funding may be-
come available outside of the Department’s structured funding calls.  In 2014, €10 million from 
the €200 million Government Stimulus Package for infrastructural development was earmarked 
for the development of greenways and 11 projects were selected to receive funding.

Ireland will also have access to EU funding over the period 2014 to 2020 from a number 
of European Structural Investment funds including the European Regional Development Fund.  
There will also be a new EU Programme for Cross Border Co-operation (INTERREG V) and a 
new EU Programme for Peace and Reconciliation (PEACE IV) 2014-2020.  There is potential 
for authorities in the Border counties who have worked up cycle proposals to position them-
selves for consideration under these funding streams.  I feel confident that the project teams 
associated with these two proposals are investigating every funding avenue and my Department 
are available to offer any assistance possible.

16/07/2015WRYY04800Tourism Promotion

16/07/2015WRYY04900855. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide, in tabular form, the total amount of funding allocated by Tourism Ireland and Fáilte 
Ireland to projects in County Donegal for the years 2013 and 2014; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [30373/15]

16/07/2015WRYY05000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The matter 
raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for the agencies concerned.  I have referred the 
Deputy’s question to Tourism Ireland and Fáilte Ireland for direct reply.  Please contact my 
private office if a response is not received within ten working days.

16/07/2015WRYY05100Disability Services Provision

16/07/2015WRYY05200856. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the funding 
streams in place by which a local authority can make an application to carry out improvements 
in a town, so as to make the town wheelchair and disability friendly. [30380/15]

16/07/2015WRYY05300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  My Department 
does not provide specific funding to local authorities to make towns wheelchair or disability 
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friendly.  However, funding is available from my Department for works on roads and footways 
on Regional and Local Roads and those works may incorporate measures which improve ac-
cessibility.  In addition, my Department is advancing improvements in public transport acces-
sibility in the context of Transport Access for All, which is the Transport Sectorial Plan under 
the Disability Act 2005.  In that regard, I understand that the National Transport Authority, with 
funding from my Department, is progressing the gradual introduction of wheelchair accessible 
bus stops and coach stops in towns around the country together with accessibility upgrades to 
bus and rail stations.  Accessibility issues are also taken into account as required in the develop-
ment of a number of road and street schemes.

16/07/2015WRZZ00200Departmental Programmes

16/07/2015WRZZ00300857. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
Department’s priorities for the remainder of this Dáil; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [29579/15]

16/07/2015WRZZ00400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My De-
partment’s Statement of Strategy for 2015-2017, available on its website at www.ahg.gov.ie, 
details the high-level goals for the period concerned and the strategies to be employed to deliver 
on these goals.  Key priorities over the coming months include the continued development and 
roll-out of the Government’s commemoration programme, with a particular emphasis on Ire-
land 2016; the development of the first National Cultural Policy - Culture 2025; the enactment 
of legislation relating to the National Concert Hall; continued management of issues in relation 
to the protection and conservation of Ireland’s designated peatlands; the continued develop-
ment of a heritage tourism strategy, in cooperation with other partners, with particular emphasis 
on Ireland’s national parks, as well as our wider built and natural heritage; the continued imple-
mentation of the 20 Year Strategy for the Irish Language 2010-2030 and the language planning 
process under the Gaeltacht Act 2012; and ongoing North-South co-operation in relation to 
areas under the remit of my Department.

16/07/2015WRZZ00500Easter Rising Commemorations

16/07/2015WRZZ00600858. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the cri-
teria in place, the assessment process, the approval process and the appeals mechanism in place 
in respect of funding allocated and to be allocated by her Department and organisations under 
the aegis of her Department, including the Arts Council, in respect of applications for funding 
for projects to commemorate the centenary of 1916; the guidelines as to the division of these 
funds between public bodies and non-public bodies that are undertaking projects; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [29609/15]

16/07/2015WRZZ00700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): A capital 
provision of €22 million was allocated for 2015 to support a number of specific flagship com-
memorations projects being advanced under the aegis of my own Department, the Department 
of Defence and the OPW.  These include the GPO Interpretative Centre, the Tenement Museum 
in Henrietta Street, refurbishment works at Richmond Barracks, Dublin, a new visitor centre at 
Teach an Phiarsaigh, Ros Muc, the new Military Pensions Archives building at Cathal Brugha 
Barracks, the refurbishment of the Kevin Barry Rooms in the National Concert Hall, and the 
development of Kilmainham Courthouse as a visitor centre for the Gaol.  In addition, I secured 
a dedicated allocation of €4 million in current funding for my Department to support the de-
velopment in 2015 of the Government’s Ireland 2016 Centenary Programme.  In line with that 
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Programme, funding is being broadly allocated to bodies and programme strands as follows: 
Community Participation Strand: Some €1m has been divided equally between the local au-
thorities to drive programme development at local level. The local authorities have consulted 
widely at community level and many have already invited applications and submissions for this 
funding. The assessment process and appeals mechanisms are a matter for the local authorities 
in this instance.  Cultural Expression Strand: Some €1m has been allocated to the development 
of a cultural commemorations programme through the National Cultural Institutions and other 
similar national cultural bodies, following an assessment by my Department of proposals re-
ceived from the bodies in question. This allocation will fund a programme of exhibitions for 
2016, digitisation of key records and artefacts, lecture series, website development and publica-
tions.  Youth and Imagination: Some €250,000 has been allocated towards the development of 
a creative and innovative programme for the education sector in conjunction with Department 
of Education and Skills. This allocation will fund the development of a range of educational 
initiatives, to include a significant North-South element, to be rolled out to schools across the 
country in the autumn.  An Teanga Bheo: Some €250,000 has been allocated in 2015 towards 
the development of a dedicated Irish language commemorations programme strand.  The key 
elements of this programme strand were adopted following a consultation process with a wide 
range of language bodies, both statutory and non-statutory.  Funding allocations will be made 
in the coming weeks, following an assessment of applications carried out by my Department.  
The standard Departmental appeals process will apply.

The balance of the current budget has been allocated to the operations of my Department’s 
2016 Commemoration Project Office, including a range of communications and engagement 
initiatives being advanced by it.

With regard to the Arts Council, I secured €2 million in additional funding for the Council’s 
commemorative programme in preparation for 2016.  The Council is an independent statu-
tory body and my Department has no role in its funding decisions.  Details of the Council’s 
decision-making process and the appeals mechanism available can be found on its website at 
www.artscouncil.ie.

Apart from the major capital and current projects/programme strands that form an integral 
part of the Government’s Ireland 2016 Centenary Programme, my Department has also re-
ceived requests for funding from a range of organisations and individuals to support a variety 
of 2016 commemorative projects and proposals.  Over 270 such proposals have been received 
to date and I very much welcome and appreciate the ideas submitted.  However, the amount of 
funding available to my Department to support such proposals is very limited indeed and what 
limited supports that are being made available are focused on projects that resonate particularly 
with the Government’s Programme - for example by being related directly to one of the signa-
tories of the Proclamation.  My Department’s 2016 Commemoration Project Office continues 
to work its way through the correspondence received and to alert relevant local authorities, 
Departments and agencies to proposals that would appear to fall within their particular areas of 
responsibility.

16/07/2015WRZZ00800Legal Matters

16/07/2015WRZZ00900859. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
there have been any recent cases of employment or equality litigation involving employees at a 
centre (details supplied) in Dublin 7; her views on the employment environment in the centre; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [29696/15]

16/07/2015WRZZ01000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The is-
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sues raised by the Deputy are matters for the Board and management of the institution in ques-
tion, having appropriate regard to public service norms and the relevant employment legisla-
tion.  I have asked my officials to bring the Deputy’s enquiries to the attention of the Director 
of the institution in question and to ask that he provide the information requested to the Deputy.

16/07/2015WRZZ01100Turbary Rights

16/07/2015WRZZ01200860. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
views that it is acceptable that a person (details supplied) in County Galway is now waiting over 
14 months for a decision on an appeal for compensation to the Peatlands Council; the steps she 
is taking to address this situation; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [29719/15]

16/07/2015WRZZ01300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In April 
2011, the Government agreed to the setting up of an independently chaired Peatlands Council 
to assist the Government and stakeholders regarding certain issues relating to the management 
of Ireland’s peatlands, in particular bogs nominated for designation as special areas of con-
servation and natural heritage areas.  Applicants to the cessation of turf cutting compensation 
scheme administered by my Department may, further to the option of a Departmental review, 
appeal their case to the Peatlands Council in the event that they are informed that the qualifying 
criteria of the scheme have not been met. The Council may then make recommendations to me, 
as Minister, on such cases. 

As part of the appeals process, the Council has established an Appeals Sub Group consist-
ing of three members of the Council.  While the terms of reference in relation to the Peatlands 
Council’s appeals function have been agreed between the Council and me, as Minister, the op-
eration of the appeals function is a matter for the Council itself.

I understand that, following agreement on these terms of reference, the applicant referred to 
in the Deputy’s Question was informed by the Secretary of the Council, on 12 January last, that 
it was hoped to arrange a hearing of the appeal by the Appeals Subgroup as soon as possible.  
I am further advised that, on 28 April 2015, the Appeals Subgroup reported to the Council on 
this case.  In order to make a recommendation on the merits of the case, the Council agreed 
that further information relating to the operation of the rural environmental protection scheme, 
administered by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, was necessary.

I understand that this information has been acquired and that a further hearing of the appeal 
by the Appeals Subgroup will be arranged as soon as possible, with a view to a recommendation 
being made by the Peatlands Council.

16/07/2015WRZZ01400Arts Funding

16/07/2015WRZZ01500861. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
she expects increased funding to the arts in the coming years; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [29945/15]

16/07/2015WRZZ01600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Gov-
ernment’s policy on the arts is to promote and strengthen the arts in all its forms, to increase 
access to and participation in the arts and to make the arts an integral and valued part of our 
national life.  As Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, I am committed to securing the 
best possible funding for the Arts Council and the arts sector generally.  I was very pleased, at 
the conclusion of last year’s Estimates processes, not only to have ensured there would be no 
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reduction in funding for the arts and culture areas of my Department for 2015, but also to have 
secured an additional €2 million in funding for the national cultural institutions, which have 
faced considerable funding challenges, as well as an additional €2 million for the Arts Council, 
which will use the allocation for its commemorations programme in preparation for 2016.

The funding requirements for the arts sector for next year and the years ahead will be ad-
dressed in the context of the Estimates and Budgetary process.  In doing so, the Government 
must balance competing demands from every part of our economy and society.

16/07/2015WRZZ01700Departmental Advertising Expenditure

16/07/2015WRZZ01750862. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
total cost of public advertising, statutory and non-statutory, funded by her Department in 2013 
and in 2014; the corresponding figure for agencies under the control of her Department; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [30019/15]

16/07/2015WRZZ01775Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Expen-
diture from my Department’s Administrative Budget on public advertising, both statutory and 
non-statutory, was €15,159 in 2014, while the corresponding figure for 2013 was €13,816.  
With regard to bodies funded from my Department’s Vote, the matters raised are part of the day-
to-day operational responsibilities of the bodies in question.  I am arranging, therefore, for the 
terms of the Deputy’s Question to be transmitted to the heads of relevant bodies with a request 
that they provide the requested information directly to the Deputy.

16/07/2015WRZZ01800Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRZZ01900863. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
cost in 2013 and in 2014 of printing reports by her Department and agencies under the control 
of her Department; the corresponding figure for annual reports; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [30034/15]

16/07/2015WRZZ02000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I am 
advised that the total printing costs paid from my Department’s Administrative Budget in 2014 
was €2,946 while the corresponding figure for 2013 was €24,553.  In the interests of complete-
ness, it should also be noted that printing costs totalling €16,200 in 2013 and €2,000 in 2014 
were also incurred in relation to the production of the three-volume report on the Status of EU 
Protected Habitats and Species in Ireland 2013.  In addition, the costs associated with printing 
the National Peatlands Strategy in 2014 amounted to €13,300.

No printing costs are incurred in relation to the publication of my Department’s Annual Re-
ports, which are published online and are available on my Department’s website.

With regard to bodies funded from my Department’s Vote, the matters raised are part of the 
day-to-day operational responsibilities of the bodies in question.  I am arranging, therefore, 
for the terms of the Deputy’s Question to be transmitted to the heads of relevant bodies with a 
request that they provide the requested information directly to the Deputy.

16/07/2015WRZZ02100Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRZZ02200864. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
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cost in 2013 and in 2014 of issuing hardcopy payslips to staff or retired staff by her Department 
and agencies under the control of her Department; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [30049/15]

16/07/2015WRZZ02300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): During 
the period in question, payroll services for my Department, the National Museum of Ireland and 
the National Library of Ireland were provided by the Financial Shared Service operated by the 
Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform.  I am advised that the Minister for Justice, 
Equality and Law Reform is arranging for the provision of the information requested by the 
Deputy in respect of all clients of that service.  With regard to bodies funded from my Depart-
ment’s Vote which were not clients of the Financial Shared Service, the operation of payroll 
services are part of the day-to-day operational responsibilities of such bodies.  However, I am 
advised that the estimated annual costs incurred in the issuing of hard copy payslips to staff and 
pensioners of these bodies in each of the years in question was in the order of €14,000.

16/07/2015WRZZ02400Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRZZ02500865. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
she will outline and itemise all expenditure undertaken by her Department on private travel for 
her and-or her private office, on legal fees, on consultancy fees and on hotel accommodation 
during the 12-month period to 30 June 2015; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[30064/15]

16/07/2015WRZZ02600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My De-
partment has incurred no expenditure in respect of private travel by me or my private office 
staff.  Under the official travel guidelines issued by the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform, reimbursements of travel expenses can only occur in respect of costs incurred in the 
course of carrying out official duties.  Details of the costs incurred in respect of official travel 
undertaken by the staff of my private office and by me during the period specified by the Deputy 
are as follows:

Expense Type Minister Ministerial Staff
Mileage €15,682 €1,651
Subsistence €1,575 €13,027
Air Fares €7,246 €4,548
Hotel Accommodation €1,374 €2,443
Miscellaneous €1,502 €2,218

I am advised that there was no expenditure on legal fees from my Department’s Administra-
tive Budget during the specified period.  However, for completeness, I should point out that my 
Department makes payments from time to time to the Chief State Solicitor’s Office in respect 
of legal services that it provides to my Department. 

Expenditure on consultancy fees from my Department’s Administrative Budget during the 
specified period was €24,907, was as follows:

Company Purpose Amount Paid
Fitzpatrick Associates Ulster Canal – updated busi-

ness case
€15,190
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Public Affairs Ireland Údarás na Gaeltachta - re-
view of management struc-
ture 

€9,717

My Department also commissions engineering or environmental experts from time to time 
to provide technical reports on specific issues as required.  Expenditure on such work, or on 
contracts awarded for the provision of services to my Department, are not included in the above 
figures as these are not classified as “consultancy services and policy reviews” and are not 
funded from my Department’s Administrative Budget.

Details of expenditure by my Department are available in the annual Appropriation Ac-
counts published by the Comptroller and Auditor General at www.audgen.ie.

16/07/2015WRZZ02700Community Development Initiatives

16/07/2015WRZZ02800866. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
amount provided by her Department to Cork City Council and to Cork County Council, and to 
projects and community groups in County Cork over each of the past four years by scheme and 
grant; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [30088/15]

16/07/2015WRZZ02900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Details 
of the annual funding allocation to my Department at subhead level are published in the annual 
Revised Estimates Volume.  Through these subheads, my Department administers and delivers 
a wide range of programmes and measures, descriptions of which are available on its website 
at http://www.ahg.gov.ie.  Expenditure under these programme areas is recorded and accounted 
for on a national basis and it is not possible to give a regional or county-by-county breakdown 
of that expenditure.  For example, a number of my Department’s programmes are delivered 
through agencies and other intermediary bodies that operate across county boundaries and in 
respect of which there is no detailed breakdown on a county basis held by my Department.  
Groups and organisations that receive grants directly from my Department are not typically 
constituted on a single-county basis.

In view of this and because of the wide range of my Department’s schemes and programmes, 
and the large volumes of payments and grants involved, it is not possible to provide the infor-
mation sought.  However, if the Deputy has specific queries relating to a particular programme 
or grant, I will endeavour to provide him with relevant information in that regard.

16/07/2015WRZZ03000Appointments to State Boards

16/07/2015WRZZ03100867. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
she is responsible for all board appointments where the power to appoint people to State boards 
is vested in her by statute; if any politically appointed State employee outside her Department is 
involved in decision-making concerning such appointments, in particular, if, during the lifetime 
of the Government, a named person (details supplied) has had any influence over any appoint-
ments made by her; if she or officials from her Department have corresponded with that person, 
regarding the composition of and appointments to State boards to which she has statutory power 
to make appointments; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [30104/15]

16/07/2015WRZZ03200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Respon-
sibility for making appointments to a number of statutory State boards is vested by statute in 
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me as Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.  As I have not made any appointments to 
those statutory boards since becoming Minister, the question of anyone seeking to exercise any 
role or influence in the making of such appointments does not arise.  In 2014, the Government 
approved new guidelines covering the process to be used in making all appointments to State 
boards.  Under these guidelines, the Public Appointments Service assumed responsibility for 
managing the appointments process via a dedicated website, www.stateboards.ie.  In common 
with other Government Departments, my Department has nominated a liaison officer to engage 
with the Public Appointments Service in ensuring compliance with the new guidelines.

I have delegated responsibility for certain functions relating to the Gaeltacht to the Minister 
of State at my Department with responsibility for Gaeltacht Affairs, Deputy McHugh.  The 
Minister of State has made two appointments to the board of Údarás na Gaeltachta, which were 
fully in compliance with the new guidelines.  I understand there was no correspondence in those 
cases of the nature referred to by the Deputy.

16/07/2015WRZZ03300Departmental Funding

16/07/2015WRZZ03400868. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
total current and capital funding allocated to her Department; the underspend or overspend in 
2015 to date under each category based on her Department’s spending profile; the funding made 
available within and external to her Department’s functions to support innovation; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [30119/15]

16/07/2015WRZZ03500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Details 
of the funding allocation to my Department are published in the annual Revised Estimates Vol-
ume, which is available on the website of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  
Provisional current and capital expenditure figures in respect of my Department at Vote level 
as of 30 June 2015 are published by the Department of Finance at www.finance.gov.ie/sites/
default/files/Appendix%20III%20-%20End%20June%202015%20Gross%20Voted%20Expen-
diture%20Summary.pdf.  Details of the actual outturn for my Department at subhead level for 
2015 will be published in due course in the Annual Appropriation Account and will be available 
on the website of the Comptroller and Auditor General as was the case for previous years.

My Department administers and delivers a wide range of programmes and measures, de-
scriptions of which are available on its website at http://www.ahg.gov.ie.  In view of the wide 
range of my Department’s schemes and programmes, it is not possible to provide the informa-
tion sought.  However, if the Deputy has any specific queries relating to a particular project or 
programme, I would be glad to seek to provide him with relevant information in that regard.

16/07/2015WRZZ03600Departmental Projects

16/07/2015WRZZ03700869. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if her 
Department or agencies under the authority of her Department have performed an assessment 
of the potential savings to be accrued if current paper-based application processes by members 
of the public were replaced with a fully online application system; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [30134/15]

16/07/2015WRZZ03800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Dig-
ital First strategic objective, which is set out in the Government’s Public Service ICT Strategy, 
proposes the further digitisation of the top citizen interactions with the State.  This envisages the 
increased use of ICT to deliver improved efficiency within the public service and provide new 
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digital services to citizens, businesses and public servants.  In light of this objective, my De-
partment’s draft Information Technology Strategic Plan 2015-2017 identifies the development 
of grant and application processing systems, which incorporate efficient customer interaction 
channels, automated processing aids and enhanced data sharing potential, as a key goal over the 
lifetime of the Plan, subject to available resources.

With regard to bodies funded from my Department’s Vote, the matters raised are part of the 
day-to-day operational responsibilities of the bodies in question.  I am arranging, therefore, 
for the terms of the Deputy’s Question to be transmitted to the heads of relevant bodies with a 
request that they provide information, to the extent feasible, directly to the Deputy.

16/07/2015WRZZ03900Departmental Reports

16/07/2015WRZZ04000870. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when 
her Department’s annual report for 2014 will be published. [30207/15]

16/07/2015WRZZ04100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 2014 
Annual Report for my Department is in the final stages of editing and translation.  It will be 
laid before the Oireachtas during the coming weeks and published on my Department’s website 
shortly thereafter.

16/07/2015WRZZ04200Departmental Expenditure

16/07/2015WRZZ04300871. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
amount of investment from capital spending her Department has made in County Kildare since 
2011; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [30329/15]

16/07/2015WRZZ04400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Details 
of the annual funding allocation to my Department at subhead level are published in the annual 
Revised Estimates Volume.  Through these subheads, my Department administers and delivers 
a wide range of programmes and measures, descriptions of which are available on its website 
at http://www.ahg.gov.ie.  Expenditure under these programme areas is recorded and accounted 
for on a national basis and it is not possible to give a regional or county-by-county breakdown 
of it.  For example, a number of my Department’s programmes are delivered through agencies 
and other intermediary bodies that operate across county boundaries and in respect of which 
there is no detailed breakdown on a county basis held by my Department.  Groups and organisa-
tions that receive grants directly from my Department are not typically constituted on a single-
county basis.

In view of this and because of the wide range of my Department’s schemes and programmes, 
and the large volumes of payments and grants involved, it is not possible to provide the infor-
mation sought.  However, if the Deputy has specific queries relating to a particular programme 
or grant, I will endeavour to provide him with relevant information in that regard.

16/07/2015WRZZ04500Arts Council Grants

16/07/2015WRZZ04600872. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
she will provide, in tabular form, the total amount of funding allocated by the Arts Council to 
projects in County Donegal for 2013 and 2014; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[30374/15]
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16/07/2015WRZZ04700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Gov-
ernment’s policy on the arts is to promote and strengthen the arts in all its forms, to increase 
access to and participation in the arts and to make the arts an integral and valued part of our 
national life.  Primary responsibility for the promotion and support of the arts at all levels 
throughout the country is devolved to the Arts Council.  The Council, although funded by 
my Department, is statutorily independent in its day-to-day operations and specifically in its 
funding decisions.  Information on the Arts Council’s funding schemes and funding decisions 
is available for each county and each year through its funding decisions database at www.
artscouncil.ie/funding-decisions.


