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       Questions Nos. 1 to 3, inclusive, answered orally.

 Questions Nos. 4 to 109, inclusive, resubmitted.

 Questions Nos. 110 to 120, inclusive, answered orally.

03/03/2015WRA00550Special Educational Needs Service Provision

03/03/2015WRA00600121. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Education and Skills the methods that 
are in place within the education system to ensure that international best practice is being 
implemented for children with autism within the education system; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [8777/15]

03/03/2015WRA00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department’s policy is 
to promote a child-centred approach to education of all children with special educational needs 
including those with autism. This approach is based on advice received from international ex-
perts on autism, NEPS, the Inspectorate and the report of the Irish Task Force on Autism.

The National Council Special Education (NCSE) is currently at an advanced stage in the 
preparation of policy advice on the education of children with autism.

The NCSE policy advice will be delivered in the coming months and will reflect findings 
gathered from an extensive consultation process with parents, schools, professional service 
providers and other stakeholders.

The advice will draw upon new research commissioned by the NCSE for this purpose, and 
other research which the NCSE may wish to consider.

I expect that the NCSE final report will reflect the broadest possible range of views, both 
National and International and will provide recommendations which will assist the develop-
ment of policy for future years.

03/03/2015WRA00750Momentum Programme

03/03/2015WRA00800122. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will intro-
duce a travel allowance for participants of the Momentum scheme, in view of the fact that the 
lack of an allowance is creating hardship and preventing take-up of the scheme; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [4989/15]

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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03/03/2015WRA00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The awarding of travel al-
lowances to participants on the Momentum Programme was discussed between my Department, 
the Department of Social Protection and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
when the programme was being designed. However, in order to ensure the greatest provision 
of much needed places on the programme with the available financial resources, it was decided 
that no additional payments would be paid beyond the retention of social welfare benefits.

Arrangements are in place for the monitoring and evaluation of the programme.  The range 
of issues impacting on the operation of the programme, including the experience of partici-
pants, will be borne in mind in considering the development of future programmes.

03/03/2015WRB00150Special Educational Needs Service Provision

03/03/2015WRB00200123. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the posi-
tion regarding resource teaching hours for children with Down’s syndrome who have a mild 
general learning disability; and if she will urgently put resources in place to ensure that children 
with Down’s syndrome who have a mild general learning disability will receive the same re-
source teaching as pupils with a moderate general learning disability. [8837/15]

03/03/2015WRB00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the existing alloca-
tion system, all pupils with Down’s syndrome, including pupils with mild general learning dif-
ficulties, are entitled to receive additional teaching support.

Support is provided from a school’s General Allocation Model (GAM) hours, or from an 
allocation of additional resource teacher hours allocated to schools by the NCSE.

In the current school year my Department has allocated approximately 4950 learning sup-
port/resource teachers through general allocation, while the NCSE has allocated over 6200 
resource teachers.

I am aware that some parents, and Down’s syndrome representative organisations, have 
concerns that the existing system does not give them certainty as to the support that their chil-
dren will receive under the GAM, as these hours are distributed locally by schools.

I recently met with Down’s Syndrome Ireland, and some parents of children with Down 
syndrome to discuss their concerns in this regard. I am meeting with more parents this week.

I will consider and review the issues which have been raised and will keep the House in-
formed of my developing views on this matter.

03/03/2015WRB00350Schools Mental Health Strategies

03/03/2015WRB00400124. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the current 
procedure for schools that have concerns regarding pupils in need of psychological services and 
referral to child and adolescent mental health services. [8808/15]

03/03/2015WRB00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My department has pro-
vided guidelines to post-primary, and more recently to primary schools, offering practical assis-
tance and advice on the development of structures to promote positive mental health in schools 
and in assisting pupils with mental health difficulties.

The guidelines advise that in the event of pupils presenting with mental health difficulties 
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which are above and beyond the school’s capacity and ability to support, school authorities 
should identify and access the referral pathways for the various primary and secondary health-
care services in their particular area. My Department’s National Educational Psychological 
Service (NEPS) is available to advise schools on the matter.

Referrals should, of course, be undertaken with Parental or Guardian consent and collabora-
tion, except in an exceptional situation where there may be child protection issues.

In normal circumstances referral to Clinical Psychology Services and to the Child and Ado-
lescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) is made through the student’s G.P.

03/03/2015WRB00550Apprenticeship Programmes

03/03/2015WRB00600125. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide an update on the apprenticeship Bill; if she is reviewing the educational content that 
currently exists for apprentices in this Bill; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[8734/15]

03/03/2015WRB00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Following on from the Ap-
prenticeship Review, an Apprenticeship Implementation Plan was published last year.  The 
Implementation Plan sets out a phased approach, recognising the need to progress work on 
existing apprenticeships, determine demand from new enterprise sectors through a call for 
proposals, develop the new apprenticeships and then embed new governance arrangements in 
legislation. Curricular content is not covered in current apprenticeship legislation and it is not 
envisaged that this would change.

Work on the Heads on the Apprenticeship Bill has not yet begun, as it needs to be informed 
by the work of the Apprenticeship Council in progressing the call for proposals and developing 
new apprenticeships.  A review of 5 of the existing apprenticeship trades has recently been com-
pleted and new curricula are scheduled to be rolled out later this year. Accelerated arrangements 
for reviewing the remaining trades have been agreed between QQI and SOLAS.

03/03/2015WRB00750Third Level Facilities

03/03/2015WRB00800126. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans for stu-
dent accommodation; her discussions with third level institutions on the issue of student accom-
modation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8832/15]

03/03/2015WRB00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The HEA are currently 
working on a draft report on student accommodation which will be available in early April and 
will give us an up to date picture of the situation.

Some institutions provide a range of accommodation, and all colleges have an obligation to 
work with students’ unions and other groups, to provide students with details on accommoda-
tion options.

Initiatives such as USI’s ‘Homes for Study’ are of help to students and list suitable accom-
modation available to rent across Ireland.

I will continue to work with stakeholders to explore ways to increase the availability of 
student accommodation.
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In the longer term, the Government is committed to addressing the housing shortage through 
the Construction 2020 strategy. This will not resolve all of our problems immediately, but I am 
confident that the implementation of Construction 2020 will provide us with a sustainable hous-
ing stock in the medium to longer term.

03/03/2015WRB00950Data Protection

03/03/2015WRB01000127. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she is satis-
fied that her Department, by instructing schools to collect and hold personal data relating to pri-
mary school students and their family backgrounds, under the primary online database scheme, 
is not exposing those schools to potential legal difficulties; if, in view of Government legislative 
proposals relating to data sharing across Departments, she can guarantee that data collected 
under the scheme will never be shared, beyond the stated purpose for which it is gathered; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [8828/15]

03/03/2015WRB01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The legal basis for sharing 
the pupil data between schools and the Department is as laid out in Section 28 of the Education 
Welfare Act, which provides for the sharing of data for the purposes outlined in the act.

Section 28 of the Education Welfare Act 2000 allows for personal data to be transferred 
between the Minister for Education and Skills, recognised schools, the National Council for 
Special Education, and the Child and Family Agency, if it is used for a relevant purpose only, 
including “recording a person’s educational or training history or monitoring his or her educa-
tional or training progress in order to ascertain how best he or she may be assisted in availing of 
educational or training opportunities or in developing his or her full educational potential”.  In 
addition under Section 266 of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005 there is provision for 
sharing information with the Minister for Education and Skills.

My Department has instructed schools to keep the data securely for future possible auditing 
by the Data Protection Commissioner.

My Department will ensure that the data collected in POD will not be shared beyond what 
the stated purposes for which it is collected.

03/03/2015WRB01150Special Educational Needs Service Provision

03/03/2015WRB01200128. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will en-
sure that adequate resource support hours are provided for children with Down syndrome; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [8735/15]

03/03/2015WRB01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the existing alloca-
tion system, all pupils with Down’s syndrome, including pupils with mild general learning dif-
ficulties, are entitled to receive additional teaching support.

Support is provided from a school’s General Allocation Model (GAM) hours, or from an 
allocation of additional resource teacher hours allocated to schools by the NCSE.

In the current school year my Department has allocated approximately 4950 learning sup-
port/resource teachers through general allocation, while the NCSE has allocated over 6200 
resource teachers.

I am aware that some parents, and Down syndrome representative organisations, have con-
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cerns that the existing system does not give them certainty as to the support that their children 
will receive under the GAM, as these hours are distributed locally by schools.

I recently met with Down Syndrome Ireland, and some parents of children with Down syn-
drome to discuss their concerns in this regard. I am meeting with more parents this week.

I will consider and review the issues which have been raised and will keep the House in-
formed of my developing views on this matter.

03/03/2015WRB01350School Enrolments

03/03/2015WRB01400129. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the basis upon which 
she is satisfied that there is no religious discrimination in the admissions policy of national 
schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8737/15]

03/03/2015WRB01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Schools are not permitted to 
discriminate against an applicant for admission on any of the nine grounds set out in the Equal 
Status Act.

However, the equality legislation makes provision for exemptions to apply in the case of 
single sex schools and in the case of schools where the objective is to provide education in an 
environment that promotes certain religious values.

The legislation provides that any primary or post primary school that has this objective 
may admit a student of a particular religious denomination in preference to other students. The 
legislation also provides that such a school can also refuse to admit a student who is not of that 
religion but only where the school proves that this refusal is essential to maintain the ethos of 
the school.

Schools that comply with the requirements of the equality legislation do not therefore dis-
criminate on religious grounds.

03/03/2015WRB01550Industrial Disputes

03/03/2015WRB01600130. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will report 
on the latest engagement with the teachers’ trade unions on junior cycle reform; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [8831/15]

03/03/2015WRB01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The full text of Dr. Travers’ 
proposal document is available on my Department’s website.  Both sides were asked to confirm 
whether they accepted or rejected this as a basis for agreement.

While the proposal put forward by Dr. Travers requires significant further compromise on 
my part, I indicated to Dr. Travers that I am prepared to accept it as a basis for agreement.  In 
doing so I acknowledged his considerable effort at achieving a fair and reasonable compromise 
since being nominated for the role of independent chair by the two unions.

Under the proposal, teachers are no longer asked to assess their own students for the purpose 
of State certification.  This is a very significant measure in addressing a previous core union 
concern. In not suspending their industrial action, the unions have rejected the Travers proposal. 
I deeply regret that decision.  The effect of their ongoing action is to seek to prevent teachers 
from participating in Continuing Professional Development that is available to give them the 
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knowledge and support they need to do their jobs.  I also regret that the Unions have taken this 
decision without balloting their wider members on what is a substantially new proposal.

No one group can be allowed to exercise a veto on educational reform. I intend to proceed 
with implementation of Junior Cycle reform, based on the Travers’ proposal and I will be work-
ing with the wider education partners in doing so. I remain open to the unions revising their 
decision.

03/03/2015WRC00150Educational Disadvantage

03/03/2015WRC00200131. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills in view of 
the successes of the reading and mathematics recovery programmes in Delivering Equality of 
Opportunity in Schools, if she will extend the programmes to non-Delivering Equality of Op-
portunity in Schools schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8738/15]

03/03/2015WRC00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Reading Recovery is a lit-
eracy initiative that was initially made available for DEIS Band 1 and Band 2 schools only as 
part of Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools (DEIS), the Action Plan for Educational 
Inclusion, which was launched in May 2005. Each of these schools was given an opportunity 
to have a teacher trained as a Reading Recovery teacher. In some areas where training took 
place in local cluster groups, schools other than those outlined were allowed to participate in 
the programme.

Since 2004 over 20,000 students have benefited from the Reading Recovery Programme 
together with a range of other literacy supports. My Department, through the Professional De-
velopment Service for Teachers (PDST), continues to prioritise support for DEIS Band 1 and 
DEIS Band 2 schools as well as maintaining ongoing support for other schools already partici-
pating in the programme.

New schools have not been permitted to join the Reading Recovery Programme in light of 
the extensive programme of support available in the area of literacy.

Maths Recovery is a licensed programme which has been made available to over 300 pri-
mary schools again through the PDST who are currently liaising with the programme provid-
ers to ensure continued and adequate support for DEIS schools to access the Maths Recovery 
programme. 

Emerging evidence from work carried out by the Educational Research Centre (ERC) is 
positive on the range of interventions including Maths Recovery and Reading Recovery in 
place for DEIS schools. Inspectorate evaluations also demonstrate that the effectiveness of 
specialised programmes is maximised when they are integrated into the overall programme in a 
school. Support for all schools provided by the PDST takes this into account as part of the ongo-
ing continuing professional development programme for “Literacy and Numeracy for Learning 
and Life - The National Strategy to Improve Literacy and Numeracy for Children and Young 
People 2011-2020”.

03/03/2015WRC00350Schools Building Projects Administration

03/03/2015WRC00400132. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she is sat-
isfied that the school building programme at primary and secondary level is adequate to meet 
requirements over the next two years with particular reference to demographic trends, and the 
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need to replace temporary structures with permanent buildings, and mindful of the difficulties 
experienced by parents in obtaining relevant school places, now and in the future; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [8825/15]

03/03/2015WRC00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Over €2.2 billion in funding 
is being invested by my Department under its Five-Year School Capital Investment Plan (2012 
-2016).  Over €1.5 billion of this is being allocated for the funding of major school building 
projects.  The balance is being used for the additional accommodation scheme, the prefab re-
placement initiative, the Emergency Works Scheme and the acquisition of sites. 

The primary focus of the Plan is on meeting demographic demands to ensure that every 
child will have access to a physical school place and that our school system is in a position to 
cope with increasing pupil numbers. 

Earlier this month, I announced that seven new primary schools will be established in the 
next two years to meet demographic needs in different areas of the country.  Nine new post-
primary schools will open over the same period.

My Department continues to review the most up to date demographic information to ensure 
that any emerging school accommodation shortfalls are identified and met in a timely manner.

03/03/2015WRC00550Preschool Services

03/03/2015WRC00600133. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to introduce 
a comprehensive preschool education system, linked and integrated to national schools here; 
the research that has been undertaken by her Department in relation to developing policy in this 
area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8736/15]

03/03/2015WRC00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The principle vehicle for 
delivery of pre-school education is the free Pre-School Year in Early Childhood Care and Edu-
cation (ECCE) programme which was introduced in January 2010 by the Department of Chil-
dren and Youth Affairs and provides early learning to children in the year before they com-
mence primary school.  I consider this to be a comprehensive pre-school education system 
with somewhere in the region of 94% of eligible children enrolled.  Children should, of course, 
experience a continuum of education from pre-school through to primary and Aistear, the Cur-
riculum Framework for Early Childhood Education, is designed to be used in all settings where 
children are present, whether that setting is a pre-school or a Junior Infant classroom.  With the 
provision of an integrated curriculum, I do not consider there is a requirement to physically 
integrate pre-primary education with primary education.

03/03/2015WRC00750Industrial Disputes

03/03/2015WRC00800134. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will report 
on developments in the dispute between bricklayers and builders and a construction company 
(details supplied) at a school site in Lucan, County Dublin; if she has met with their representa-
tives; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8829/15]

03/03/2015WRC00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that both parties involved in the dispute at the school in question have accepted a La-
bour Court recommendation and agreement has been reached to end the current dispute which 
I warmly welcome and wish to thank all involved for engaging meaningfully in the resolution 
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process.

Late last year I met with all Unions representing construction workers involved in the deliv-
ery of my Department’s school building programme including officials from the Union repre-
senting workers on the school site referred to by the Deputy.

These meetings have allowed me to provide valuable policy updates to the Union represen-
tatives including an update on the progress of the Industrial Relations (Amendment) Bill 2014 
which, when enacted will put in place a new legislative framework to replace the Registered 
Employment Agreement system. I have also met with the Minister for Business and Employ-
ment, Gerald Nash, to discuss the progress on this new legislation.

03/03/2015WRC00950School Enrolments

03/03/2015WRC01000135. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views on 
removing the cap for enrolment at a school (details supplied) in County Kildare for the next 
three years until construction of new school buildings is complete; the number of parents of 
pupils of the school concerned that have initiated appeals under section 29 of the Education 
Act 1998 concerning enrolments; if she will arrange a meeting with all stakeholders to look 
at finding an acceptable solution to the matter; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[8827/15]

03/03/2015WRC01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): When the new building for 
the post-primary school to which the Deputy refers is delivered it will have capacity for 1,000 
pupils.

The Deputy will be aware that a second post-primary school for the area opened last Sep-
tember and this too will have capacity for 1,000 pupils when its new building is delivered and 
when it is a fully developed school.

Both of these schools would be expected to have a first-year intake commensurate with the 
level of accommodation that is available to them or that will be available to them in the long 
term so as to ensure a balance between both schools. Any other approach will cause difficulties 
for the schools down the road.

The Education and Training Board is the Patron for both schools and my Department un-
derstands from it that it has received twenty Section 29 Appeals for the school in question.  As 
enrolment polices are a matter for the managerial authorities of school, I, therefore, have no 
plans to meet the stakeholders in question.

03/03/2015WRC01150Special Education Review

03/03/2015WRC01200136. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the pro-
posed new special needs model will be implemented; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [8772/15]

03/03/2015WRC01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I recently announced that I 
am not proposing to change the way teachers are allocated to schools for children with Special 
Educational Needs for the coming school year.

In taking this decision, I have been guided by the advice of the NCSE Working Group re-
port, which recommended sufficient time be allowed for consultation before the new model is 



3 March 2015

9

implemented. 

Through consultations, there was a broad welcome for the proposed new model from Par-
ents, disability groups, schools and stakeholders. However, there has not been sufficient time to 
address all of the concerns which have been raised in advance of the 2015 school year. 

Work will continue to develop the proposed model. 

I have asked my Department to design a pilot of the new model and stakeholders will be 
consulted on it. 

It is therefore unlikely that the new model will be in place before September 2017.

03/03/2015WRC01350Physical Education

03/03/2015WRC01400137. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she 
will provide details of the report, Schools Fitness Challenge 2015, that shows that a high num-
ber of 15 to 16 year old boys show early onset of heart disease; her plans to counter this; if 
sport and exercise for primary school children will be further promoted; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [7696/15]

03/03/2015WRC01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Schools are contributing to 
the ‘Healthy Ireland’ agenda of the Department of Health and supported by my Department.

The results of the last Lifeskills survey, published by my Department in 2014, indicate that 
96% of post primary schools are involved in sporting activities outside of school time and the 
vast majority encourage physical activity during break times.

However, the survey also indicated that most post primary schools are currently delivering 
less than the recommended minimum requirement of 2 hours P.E. per week.

I recognise the importance of encouraging physical activity among post-primary students. 
This is one of the reasons why a Well-being programme, that includes PE, is being prioritised 
as a compulsory learning area in the Junior Cycle. The well-being of our young people is as 
important as their academic achievements. In addition, the NCCA is finalising a new PE cur-
riculum framework for senior cycle.

Guidance will shortly issue to schools, from my Department, to further promote healthy 
lifestyles, including promoting physical activity among their students.

03/03/2015WRC01550Institutes of Technology

03/03/2015WRC01600138. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide an update on the proposal to merge Cork Institute of Technology, County Cork, and 
Tralee Institute of Technology, County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[8836/15]

03/03/2015WRC01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Munster consortium 
consisting of Cork IT and IT Tralee submitted a plan towards merger to the HEA in 2014. This 
was assessed by an international expert panel appointed by the HEA and found to be on a clear 
trajectory to meet the very robust performance and quality criteria that have been set down for 
merging institutes who wish to apply for the new technological university status. This con-
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cluded stage 3 of the 4-stage process towards designation as a technological universities for the 
two consortiums. I understand that the institutes have now considered the reports of the expert 
panel and both governing bodies on 25th February reaffirmed their decision to merge and seek 
Technological University designation.

03/03/2015WRC01750School Curriculum

03/03/2015WRC01800139. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide details of the revised set of compromise measures on junior cycle reform submitted to 
teachers’ unions for consideration; and the measures being taken to avoid further strike action. 
[8833/15]

03/03/2015WRC01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The full text of Dr. Travers’ 
proposal document is available on my Department’s website.  Both sides were asked to confirm 
whether they accepted or rejected this as a basis for agreement.  

While the proposal put forward by Dr. Travers requires significant further compromise on 
my part, I indicated to Dr. Travers that I am prepared to accept it as a basis for agreement.  In 
doing so I acknowledged his considerable effort at achieving a fair and reasonable compromise 
since being nominated for the role of independent chair by the two unions.  

Under the proposal, teachers are no longer asked to assess their own students for the purpose 
of State certification.  This is a very significant measure in addressing a previous core union 
concern. 

In not suspending their industrial action, the unions have rejected the Travers proposal. I 
deeply regret that decision.  The effect of their ongoing action is to seek to prevent teachers 
from participating in Continuing Professional Development that is available to give them the 
knowledge and support they need to do their jobs.  I also regret that the Unions have taken this 
decision without balloting their wider members on what is a substantially new proposal.  

No one group can be allowed to exercise a veto on educational reform. 

I intend to proceed with implementation of Junior Cycle reform, based on the Travers’ pro-
posal and I will be working with the wider education partners in doing so. 

I remain open to the unions revising their decision.

03/03/2015WRC01950Special Education Review

03/03/2015WRC02000140. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way she will 
address concerns that have been expressed regarding the proposed new special needs model; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8771/15]

03/03/2015WRC02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I recently announced that I 
am not proposing to change the way teachers are allocated to schools for children with Special 
Educational Needs for the coming school year.

In taking this decision, I have been guided by the advice of the NCSE Working Group re-
port, which recommended sufficient time be allowed for consultation before the new model is 
implemented. 



3 March 2015

11

Through consultations, there was a broad welcome for the proposed new model from Par-
ents, disability groups, schools and stakeholders. However, there has not been sufficient time to 
address all of the concerns which have been raised in advance of the 2015 school year. 

In particular, a robust mechanism for identifying children with complex special educational 
needs has yet to be finalised. 

Work will continue to develop the proposed model and to address concerns identified 
through consultation. I have asked my Department to design a pilot of the new model while 
consultations will also continue to take place.

03/03/2015WRC02150Commissions of Investigation

03/03/2015WRC02200141. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Taoiseach if the Fennelly report will be pub-
lished independently of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8820/15]

03/03/2015WRC02300The Taoiseach: In accordance with the relevant provisions in the Commissions of Investi-
gation Act 2004, upon conclusion of its investigations the Fennelly Commission will prepare a 
written report and submit it to me as the specified Minister responsible for receiving its reports.  
I will then arrange for the report to be published as soon as possible afterwards, subject to the 
relevant provisions in the Act.

Under its terms of reference, the Commission of Investigation had been due to report by the 
end of 2014, subject to section 6(6) of the Commissions of Investigation Act 2004, which pro-
vides for an extension of the timeframe for reporting at the Commission’s request.  Following a 
formal request from the Commission, I agreed to extend the timeframe for the Commission to 
report until 31 December 2015.

Following consultation with the Commission, I have also published on my Department’s 
website the Interim Report submitted by the Commission requesting an extension of its time-
frame for reporting.  Submission of such an Interim Report is a requirement under Section 33(3) 
of the Act when an extension of the timeframe for its final report is being requested.  

The Report outlines the work completed to that date by the Commission since its establish-
ment and the work that remains to be done with a view to identifying as accurately as possible 
the time required to complete its task.

As I previously informed the Dáil, I have also requested the Commission to submit a sepa-
rate Interim Report in respect of paragraphs 1(n) and (o) of its terms of reference provided it is 
satisfied it is feasible and appropriate to do so. 

The submission of any such Interim Report is a matter for the Commission.  If such an in-
terim report is received, it is my intention to publish it as soon as possible afterwards, subject to 
the relevant provisions in the Commissions of Investigation Act.

03/03/2015WRC02350Unemployment Levels

03/03/2015WRC02400142. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Taoiseach if he will provide a list of electoral dis-
tricts, and the unemployment rate in each, ranked in order, highest to lowest. [8576/15]

03/03/2015WRC02500Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Quar-
terly National Household Survey (QNHS) is the official source of estimates of unemployment 
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in the State. The most recent figures available are for Q4 2014. Estimates of unemployment are 
produced by NUTS 3 Regions. Due to methodology and sample size it is not possible to pro-
duce reliable electoral district estimates from the QNHS. 

The table below shows the unemployment rate of persons aged 15 years and over, ranked in 
order highest to lowest, classified by NUTS3 region in Q4 2014.

Unemployment rate of persons aged 15 years and over classified  by NUTS3  region, 
Q4 2014.

NUTS3 regions Unemployment rate (%)
Midland 13.1
South-East 11.9
South-West 10.6
West 10.2
Mid-West 10.2
Border 10.0
Dublin 8.6
Mid-East 8.5
State 9.9
Source: Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS), Central Statistics Office, Ireland.

Data may be subject to sampling or other survey errors, which are greater in respect of 
smaller values or estimates of change.

Reference period: Q4=Oct-Dec.

03/03/2015WRC02550EU Issues

03/03/2015WRC02600143. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Taoiseach the extent to which he and his Eu-
ropean Union colleagues have studied the growth of euroscepticism throughout each country 
in the European Union, with particular reference to the need to address such issues, which may 
be further exacerbated by a possible British exit, which could culminate in further erosion of 
the European project; if serious efforts are being made to counter the propaganda of those who 
would seek to return modern Europe to a former era. [8671/15]

03/03/2015WRC02700The Taoiseach: The financial and economic crisis from which Europe is now emerging has 
unavoidably impacted on the public confidence of citizens across the EU. It is therefore unsur-
prising that support for those parties that question the European project should increase. How-
ever, despite the very difficult circumstances in which last year’s European parliament elections 
were held, a substantial majority of the electorate endorsed pro-EU parties and candidates. 

The Government will, of course, continue to work alongside the Governments of fellow 
EU Member States and the  EU institutions to address the concerns of European citizens. We 
are strongly supportive of efforts to spur investment, growth and job creation and better ensure 
financial and political stability for the Union, and these issues are at the top of the EU agenda.  

Late last year a new European Commission was appointed, headed by President Jean Claude 
Juncker, as well as a new President of the European Council, Donald Tusk, and a new High 
Representative, Federica Mogherini. These new appointments have presented an opportunity to 
refocus the work of the institutions and to strengthen engagement with the public. To date, the 
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new leaders of the institutions are doing just that, with President Juncker in particular making 
good on his commitment to develop a Commission which ‘’does things differently and does dif-
ferent things’’ and which is ‘’more ambitious on big things and more modest on little things’’. 

In Ireland, the Government is also committed to building public understanding and knowl-
edge about our membership of the EU. This includes targeted spending on EU engagement, 
including support for the activities of local community groups and non-governmental organisa-
tions through the Communicating Europe Initiative. The Department also works closely with 
the European Commission Representation and the European Parliament Information Office in 
Dublin to improve communications on EU issues in Ireland and promote greater understanding 
of the EU.  

Continued UK membership of the EU is of obvious importance, not just for the European 
project itself but also for Ireland and our excellent relationship with Britain.  Although a deci-
sion about membership is ultimately for the British people and government to take, we are do-
ing all we can to make the case for the UK to remain firmly within the Union. Both I and other 
members of the Government have already outlined our views very clearly on this and we will 
continue to engage with our UK counterparts at both political and official level. Our Ambas-
sador in London and his team are also very actively engaged on the issue.

03/03/2015WRC02750Unemployment Levels

03/03/2015WRC02800144. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Taoiseach the number of persons currently on the 
live register in Tuam, County Galway, or the next smallest applicable area; the number on the 
live register in Tuam on 1 March of each year, from 2012 to 2014, inclusive. [8478/15]

03/03/2015WRC02900Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Live 
Register series gives a monthly breakdown of the number of people claiming Jobseeker’s Ben-
efit, Jobseeker’s Allowance and other registrants as registered with the Department of Social 
Protection. Figures are published for each county and local social welfare office.

The most recent Live Register figures available are for January 2015. There were 2,730 
people signing on in Tuam, County Galway, on the last Friday of January 2015. 

The table below contains the numbers signing on in Tuam, County Galway, on the last Fri-
day of each March from 2012 to 2014.

It should be noted that the Live Register is not a definitive measure of unemployment as it 
includes part-time workers, and seasonal and casual workers entitled to Jobseeker’s Benefit or 
Allowance.

Persons on the Live Register in Tuam, Co. Galway, March  2012 - March 2014

Total persons March 2012 March 2013 March 2014
Tuam 3,228 3,277 2,964
Source: CSO Live Register

03/03/2015WRC02950Emigration Data

03/03/2015WRC03000145. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Taoiseach if he will provide a breakdown, by county, 
of Irish citizens who have emigrated since 2011. [8560/15]
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03/03/2015WRC03100Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The prin-
cipal source of information for the estimation of annual migration flows published by the Cen-
tral Statistics Office, incorporating both emigration and immigration, is the Quarterly National 
Household Survey (QNHS); the published estimates are classified by sex, broad age group, 
origin and destination, and nationality.  The provision of emigration data at a more detailed 
level, such as by county, is not currently possible due to measurement issues associated with 
sub-populations (in this particular case emigrants) in sample surveys of this nature.

The emigration estimates are analysed along with data available from other migration indi-
cators such as the number of work visas issued to Irish citizens for the main countries of des-
tination via the relevant embassies and agencies; however this data is only available at a State 
level and so is also unsuitable for the provision of county based estimates.  

The table below shows the estimated  numbers of emigrants from 2011 to 2014.

Estimated Irish Emigrants (persons), 2011- 20141

Year Ending April Emigrants
2011 42,000
2012 46,500
2013 50,900
2014 40,700

12012, 2013 and 2014 are preliminary and are subject to revision following publication of 
Census 2016

Source: Quarterly National Household Survey, Central Statistics Office.

03/03/2015WRC03150Ministerial Advisers Remuneration

03/03/2015WRC03200146. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Taoiseach the total severance packages, individu-
ally detailed, received by any special advisers in his Department, or those under his aegis, since 
January 2014, specifically in respect of persons (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9094/15]

03/03/2015WRC03300The Taoiseach: Following the resignation of the former Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, Eamon Gilmore, TD, in July 2014, his personally appointed Special Advis-
ers referred to in the details of the question received redundancy and severance payments from 
the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in accordance with the terms of their contracts of 
employment and instructions from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

03/03/2015WRD00200Departmental Legal Costs

03/03/2015WRD00300147. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Taoiseach if his Department or State bodies or agen-
cies under the aegis of his Department use solicitors firms (details supplied); the amount paid 
to these solicitors each year from 2011 to 2014 by his Department or State bodies or agencies 
under the aegis of his Department; the date until which his Department or State bodies or agen-
cies under the aegis of his Department are contracted to use these solicitors firms; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9201/15]

03/03/2015WRD00400The Taoiseach: The Central Statistics Office engaged the services of one of the named 
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firms for legal advice on Irish statistical, data protection and procurement legislation, in con-
nection with a household survey development procurement process. The total cost was €3,690 
inclusive of VAT.  The actual payment following deduction of withholding tax was €3,090 in 
2014.  This work is complete and there is no contract in place for any future work with this firm.

My Department made payments to both named legal firms in respect of third-party costs aris-
ing from the Moriarty Tribunal. The total amount of payments made in 2013 was  €10,390.17 
and in 2014 was €171,945.83.

03/03/2015WRD00500Enterprise Data

03/03/2015WRD00600148. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Taoiseach if the Central Statistics Office currently 
records e-commerce sales of indigenous and foreign direct investment companies based here, 
or the leakage of e-commerce sales of companies outside the State by Irish consumers; and if 
not, in view of the increasing importance of e-commerce to Irish businesses, if the Central Sta-
tistics Office will ensure the valuable data are collected. [9261/15]

03/03/2015WRD00700Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Central 
Statistics Office conducts an annual survey about the use of e-Commerce and ICT (Information 
and Communication Technologies) by enterprises in Ireland. This survey is conducted under 
Regulation (EC) No 808/2004. A sample of approximately 7,000 enterprises with ten or more 
persons engaged in the manufacturing, construction and selected services sectors is surveyed. 
A harmonised questionnaire is used by all 28 EU Member States so that comparable enterprise 
statistics at EU level can be made available.

The survey includes a question on electronic sales made via a website or via Electronic Data 
Interchange (EDI) and whether these sales are made to other enterprises or to private consum-
ers. There are also questions on the value of purchases made via e-commerce. For the 2015 
survey, additional questions are being asked on the location of e-commerce sales and purchases; 
the location categories are Ireland, rest of EU, and rest of world. These questions will enable a 
location breakdown of e-commerce sales and purchases by businesses located in Ireland. The 
survey provides breakdowns of the results by employment size class and economic activity sec-
tor but it has not been designed to distinguish between indigenous and FDI companies. 

Under the same EU regulations, the CSO also conducts an annual household ICT survey 
in Quarter 1 each year, as a module within the Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS). 
This survey includes a section on internet purchases, asking whether people bought goods or 
services over the internet, the types of goods and services, and where they were bought from 
(Ireland, rest of EU, and rest of world). In addition, the 2015 survey is gathering information on 
the value and volume of household purchases over the internet.

The results of the Enterprise and Household ICT Surveys are published on the CSO website 
www.cso.ie and the latest  results are for 2014.

Internet purchases and sales of goods between Irish residents and foreign entities are in-
cluded in principle in Merchandise Trade statistics. The CSO is working with the Revenue Cus-
toms division to improve the estimates of internet purchases and sales with foreign entities, of 
goods for personal use included in the Merchandise Trade statistics. As part of the development 
of its household surveys, the CSO is also planning an annual Household Budget Survey from 
2017, which will provide an opportunity to further improve estimates of internet transactions 
by households.
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03/03/2015WRD00800Enterprise Data

03/03/2015WRD00900149. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Taoiseach if the Central Statistics Office currently 
records the use of zero-hour contracts by employers, and related data, as currently collected by 
the British Office of National Statistics. [9262/15]

03/03/2015WRD01000Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Central 
Statistics Office’s surveys to measure employment and earnings do not include questions which 
can distinguish the number of persons on zero-hour contracts.

03/03/2015WRD01100Free Travel Scheme Review

03/03/2015WRD01200150. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when 
the draft report of the interdepartmental working group to examine and report on the current 
operation and future development of the free travel scheme will be available; the measures she 
is considering to deal with the financial pressures imposed on operators due to the funding cap 
and increasing number of passengers under the scheme. [8991/15]

03/03/2015WRD01300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There are currently 
approximately 800,000 people in Ireland in receipt of free travel at an annual cost of €77 mil-
lion per annum. 

The free travel scheme is available to all people aged over 66 living permanently in the 
State. Applicants who are under age 66 must be in receipt of a qualifying payment in order to 
qualify for the scheme. The qualifying payments for those aged under 66 are invalidity pension, 
blind pension, disability allowance, carer’s allowance or an equivalent social security payment 
from a country covered by EC Regulations or one with which Ireland has a Bilateral Social 
Security Agreement.  

I am pleased to note that in its recent “Statement of Government Priorities, 2014-2016” the 
Government committed itself to the full retention of the free travel scheme. 

The interdepartmental working group to examine and report on the current operation and 
future development of the free travel scheme, which the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport and I established, has completed its work.  I look forward to receiving its report, which is 
under consideration within the Department, shortly.

03/03/2015WRD01400Pension Provisions

03/03/2015WRD01500151. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 8 of 12 February 2015, the different situations whereby referral to 
the High Court on a point of law, as outlined in that reply, could be taken. [9378/15]

03/03/2015WRD01600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Part IV of the Pen-
sions Act sets out the funding requirement which applies to funded defined benefit pension 
schemes. This is often referred to as the funding standard. This standard requires the trustees 
of a defined benefit pension scheme to maintain sufficient resources in the scheme to meet the 
liabilities of the scheme in the event of the wind up of a scheme.

Where a scheme fails to satisfy the funding standard, the trustees of the scheme are required 
to submit a funding proposal to the Pensions Authority outlining their plan to restore scheme 



3 March 2015

17

funding.  The Pensions Authority can either unilaterally or on an application from the trustees 
of the scheme issue a direction to the trustees of a scheme to restructure scheme benefits. Such a 
direction by the Pensions Authority only facilitates a restructuring of benefits which is designed 
to enable the scheme satisfy the funding standard.

Section 50(6) of the Pensions Act provides for the right to appeal to the High Court on a 
point of law in circumstances where the Pensions Authority issues a unilateral direction. Such a 
right of appeal does not exist where the trustees of the pension scheme, who are required under 
trust law to act in the best interest of all scheme members, make an application to the Pensions 
Authority to restructure scheme benefits.

03/03/2015WRD01700Disability Allowance Appeals

03/03/2015WRD01800152. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
examine a review of a disability allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry, as all the relevant information has been submitted; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [8724/15]

03/03/2015WRD01900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Ap-
peals Officer on 25 February 2015, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on 
the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

03/03/2015WRD02000Disability Allowance Applications

03/03/2015WRD02100153. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
position regarding an application for a disability allowance in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8725/15]

03/03/2015WRD02200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for 
disability allowance was received from the person in question by the Department on 11 Decem-
ber 2014.

On 6 February 2015, while the medical eligibility of the person in question was being as-
sessed by a deciding officer, the person in question submitted additional medical evidence for 
consideration.  This additional evidence is currently being reviewed.

Once a decision has been made on all aspects of the application, the person concerned will 
be notified directly in writing.

03/03/2015WRD02300Treatment Benefit Scheme Eligibility

03/03/2015WRD02400154. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if per-
sons (details supplied) in County Kerry are eligible for hearing aid grants, under the treatment 
benefit scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8726/15]
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03/03/2015WRD02500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The first named 
person is qualified based on his PRSI contribution record for treatment benefits, including ben-
efits under the hearing aid scheme.  His wife is also likely to qualify for a hearing aid grant as 
a dependent spouse, based on his social insurance record. They should both submit the relevant 
application forms to the treatment benefit section for approval if they wish to avail of the grant 
for hearing aid appliances. Application forms are available from hearing aid providers.

03/03/2015WRD02600Maternity Benefit

03/03/2015WRD02700155. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
progress, to date, in respect of an appeal for maternity benefit, in the case of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8763/15]

03/03/2015WRD02800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that 
office on 14 January 2015.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the rel-
evant Departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  When these papers have been received from the Department, the case in question will 
be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 156 withdrawn.

03/03/2015WRD03000Disability Allowance Appeals

03/03/2015WRD03100157. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the position regarding an appeal against a refusal to grant a disability allowance in respect of a 
person (details supplied) in County Mayo; if the appeal will be expedited; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [8822/15]

03/03/2015WRD03200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the 
Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the avail-
able evidence, has decided to allow the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary 
decision.  The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 158 withdrawn.

03/03/2015WRD03400Departmental Investigations

03/03/2015WRD03500159. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if her 
Department has completed an investigation into the revised contract for all meter readers for the 
Electricity Supply Board with effect from 1 September 2009; if not, when a decision is likely to 
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be issued; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8897/15]

03/03/2015WRD03600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): This matter is the 
subject of ongoing investigation in the Department. 

It would not be appropriate for me to comment on the likely outcome of these investigations 
at this stage.

  Question No. 160 withdrawn.

03/03/2015WRD03800National Internship Scheme Data

03/03/2015WRD03900161. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the number of 
persons from County Clare who have participated in the JobBridge scheme since its inception; 
the number of those participants who have been offered full-time or part-time employment on 
completion of the scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8906/15]

03/03/2015WRD04000Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Kevin Humphreys): 
JobBridge has made significant progress since its introduction in July 2011. At any one time, 
the scheme provides up to 8,500 work experience placements for jobseekers, in organisations 
in the private, public, community and voluntary sectors. 

To date, over 37,700 internship placements having commenced, there are currently 6,140 
interns on the programme and a further 1,129 positions are advertised on the JobBridge website. 

As of 26 February, 2015, a total of 814 internships had commenced in County Clare.  Of 
those, 324 had finished early, 362 had finished in full and there are 128 current placements.  145 
internships ended with the individual going directly into employment with the host organisa-
tion, and a further 84 with the individual going directly into employment elsewhere.  

These figures do not include interns who entered employment in the period subsequent to 
the completion of the internship.  Independent research indicates that sixty per cent of interns 
secure employment within five months of the completion of the internship. 

The Department does not routinely collect statistics on the number of JobBridge interns of-
fered part-time employment.

  Question No. 162 withdrawn.

03/03/2015WRE00150State Pensions Reform

03/03/2015WRE00200163. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
will consider examining, and introducing, changes to the legislation for the contributory State 
pension that affect people who have substantial numbers of pay-related social insurance contri-
butions but whose pensions are being reduced, because they may have worked in the very early 
stages of their life for a couple of weeks or months and there may have been many years after 
that when they were not paying contributions and when, perhaps, they were self employed or 
not in the workforce, then came back and worked extensively for many years, in some cases 
over 20 years, but their pension has now been reduced, solely because the yearly average is 
calculated by when they started work, even though there might have been a gap for many years; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9022/15]
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03/03/2015WRE00300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The State pension 
contributory is a very valuable benefit and is the bedrock of the Irish pension system. Therefore, 
it is important to ensure that those qualifying have made a sustained contribution to the Social 
Insurance Fund over their working lives. To ensure that the individual can maximise their en-
titlement to a State pension, all contributions paid over their working life from when they first 
enter insurable employment until pension age are taken into account when assessing their en-
titlement and the level of that entitlement.

Since 1961, when contributory pensions were first introduced, the average contributions test 
has been used in calculating pension entitlement.  Once over 16 years of age, the date a person 
enters into insurable employment is the date used for averaging purposes.

To qualify for a state pension (contributory) a person must:

- have at least 520 paid contributions, and

- satisfy a yearly average condition (a yearly average of 48 contributions paid or credited is 
required for a full rate State pension (contributory), and reduced rates of payment may be pay-
able for pensioners with lower averages).

The homemaker’s scheme makes qualification for State pension (contributory) easier for 
those who take time out of the workforce for caring duties. The scheme which was introduced 
in and took effect from 1994 allows up to 20 years spent caring for children under 12 years of 
age, or incapacitated people, to be disregarded when a person’s social insurance record is being 
averaged for pension purposes.

The State pension (contributory) is intended for those who have paid PRSI during their 
working lives, and/or have remained engaged with the labour force when they were not in a 
position to make such paid contributions (e.g. due to unemployment or illness). Where a worker 
becomes unemployed or incapable of work, s/he will generally be awarded credited contribu-
tions for the duration of their social welfare claim(s), or they may sign for jobseekers credits 
which are also used in the calculation of the yearly average for pension purposes. 

For those with insufficient contributions to meet the requirements for a State pension (con-
tributory), they may qualify for a means tested State pension (non-contributory) which has a 
maximum personal rate of €219.

It is expected that a total contributions approach to pension qualification will replace the 
current average contributions test for State pension (contributory) from 2020, although that date 
is subject to change.

03/03/2015WRE00350Disability Support Services Provision

03/03/2015WRE00400164. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the num-
ber of persons who have acquired work in the EmployAbility service, under the employers’ 
wage subsidy scheme, the workplace equipment-adaptation grant scheme, the employee reten-
tion grant scheme and the willing able mentoring programme; if an evaluation has been carried 
out on the success levels, and overall benefits, to the participants; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9032/15]

03/03/2015WRE00500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In addition to basic 
income support, the Department provides a wide range work related supports for people with 
disabilities. These include the wage subsidy scheme, the EmployAbility (supported employ-
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ment) programme and the employment support programme for people with disabilities. The 
Department also supports the willing able mentoring project.

The wage subsidy scheme (WSS) is an employment support to the private sector for the em-
ployment of people with disabilities. The purpose of this demand-led programme is to increase 
the numbers of people with disabilities participating in the open labour market. In 2014 some 
1,550 employees were being supported through this programme at a cost of €12.6 million.

The EmployAbility programme is a national employment service dedicated to improving 
employment outcomes for job seekers with a disability. EmployAbility participants are people 
with a disability who are able to work a minimum of 8 hours per week and who need the support 
of a job coach to obtain employment in the open labour market. People can be supported for up 
to 18 months. In December 2014, some 2,936 people were availing of the service. The cost of 
the service in 2014 was €8.5 million.

The employment support programme for people with disabilities provides various labour 
market supports for people with disabilities, assisting them with finding paid employment or 
preparing them for employment through a training or employment programme. The employ-
ment supports consist of a range of measures such as the disability awareness training support 
scheme and the reasonable accommodation fund, which includes the workplace equipment/
adaptation grant, the personal reader grant, the job interview interpreter grant, and the employee 
retention grant.  The employment support programme is a demand-led grant scheme, with an 
expenditure of €0.34 million in 2014.

The aim of the willing able mentoring (WAM) programme is to promote widening ac-
cess to the mainstream Irish labour market for graduates with disabilities. The provide fund-
ing (€176.000) to support this programme which is delivered by the Association for Higher 
Education and Disability (AHEAD). WAM operates as a mentored placement programme that 
supports 30 paid graduate entry full-time placements a year. AHEAD also works closely with 
employers to ensure that the experience is successful for all involved.

I am satisfied that the package of work-related supports available from the Department plays 
an important role in supporting participation by people with disabilities in the labour force. The 
challenge is now to build on these programmes for people with disabilities to enhance their po-
tential to achieve greater independence through education, training and employment. 

In this context, I would point out that an external review of the EmployAbility service is 
currently underway and this will assess the effectiveness of the service as it stands and present 
proposals for the future delivery of this important support. 

  Questions Nos. 165 and 166 withdrawn.

03/03/2015WRE00588Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

03/03/2015WRE00600167. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the progress made to date in determining an application for domiciliary care allowance in the 
case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 24; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[9057/15]

03/03/2015WRE00700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person con-
cerned was notified on the 26th February 2015 that her domiciliary care allowance application 
was successful and that the allowance has been awarded from 1st January 2015. The first pay-
ment of the allowance, along with arrears due, will issue on 16th March 2015.
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03/03/2015WRE00750Family Income Supplement Eligibility

03/03/2015WRE00800168. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
extent to which a person (details supplied) in County Kildare can qualify for family income 
supplement, in view of that person’s contributions from employment as a special needs as-
sistant; if, on the basis of reduced hours, that person can qualify for continued family income 
supplement; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9058/15]

03/03/2015WRE00900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The family income 
supplement (FIS) is designed to provide support for employees, with families, who have low 
earnings.

To qualify the applicant must be engaged in full-time remunerative employment as an em-
ployee for at least 38 hours per fortnight (19 hours per week). In addition, the weekly family 
income must be below the threshold for the particular family size.  There is no requirement for 
a minimum number of PRSI contributions to be paid before qualifying.

As there is no record of the person concerned having applied for FIS an application form 
has now issued to her.

Upon receipt of a completed application, her entitlement to FIS will be examined and she 
will be notified directly in writing of the outcome.

03/03/2015WRE00950Exceptional Needs Payment Applications

03/03/2015WRE01000169. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
an exceptional needs payment will be made in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9111/15]

03/03/2015WRE01100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person con-
cerned has been contacted by his local Community Welfare Officer and issued with an applica-
tion form for an exceptional needs payment.  A decision will be made on the application, when 
the completed form, along with the relevant invoice, is received.

03/03/2015WRE01150Social Welfare Benefits Data

03/03/2015WRE01200170. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the pay-
ments made from her Department to persons (details supplied) in County Mayo, from 1 January 
2013 to 31 December 2013, inclusive; the exact periods that those payments referred to; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [9134/15]

03/03/2015WRE01300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The persons con-
cerned were receiving a number of different social welfare payments during 2013.  Due to the 
complexities involved it is not possible, unfortunately, to provide the information requested 
within the allotted timeframe. However a detailed statement of amounts paid to the persons 
concerned is currently being prepared as expeditiously as possible and will issue to the Deputy 
by Friday next 6th March 2015.

03/03/2015WRE01350Departmental Legal Costs
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03/03/2015WRE01400171. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if her 
Department, or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of her Department, use solicitors firms 
(details supplied); the amount paid to these solicitors, each year, from 2011 to 2014 by her De-
partment, or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of her Department; the date until which 
her Department, or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of her Department, are contracted 
to use these solicitors firms; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9200/15]

03/03/2015WRE01500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department 
made no payments to the law firms mentioned in respect of legal fees for services rendered to 
it in the years 2011 to 2014.  The Department’s legal advisors are the Office of the Chief State 
Solicitor and the Office of the Attorney General.

The statutory bodies operating under the aegis of the Department of Social Protection are 
the Citizens Information Board, the Pensions Authority, the Pensions Council, the Pensions 
Ombudsman and the Social Welfare Tribunal.

Payments to the law firms by the Pensions Authority and the Pensions Ombudsman for ser-
vices rendered to them in the years 2011 to 2014 are set out in the following tables.

Pensions Authority

Name of Com-
pany of Solici-
tors 

Amount paid 
in 2011

Amount paid 
in 2012

Amount paid 
in 2013

Amount Paid 
in 2014

Date contract 
ends

Arthur Cox €21,077.90 €3,287.79 €0 €5,535.00 31 December 
2015

McCann 
Fitzgerald

€0 €24,600 €0 €0 No contract

Pensions Ombudsman

Name of Com-
pany of Solici-
tors 

Amount paid 
in 2011

Amount paid 
in 2012

Amount paid 
in 2013

Amount Paid 
in 2014

Date contract 
ends 

Arthur Cox NIL €4,422.36 €4,166.62 NIL No contract
McCann 
Fitzgerald

NIL NIL NIL NIL No contract

All figures above and inclusive of VAT.

Illness Benefit Eligibility

03/03/2015WRE01600172. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her 
plans to provide for access to illness benefit payments by the self-employed; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [9232/15]

03/03/2015WRE01700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Self-employed per-
sons are liable for PRSI at the Class S rate of 4% which entitles them to access maternity ben-
efit, adoptive benefit, guardian’s payment and long-term benefits such as State pension (contrib-
utory) and widow’s, widower’s or surviving civil partner’s pension (contributory).  Ordinary 
employees who have access to the full range of social insurance benefits pay Class A PRSI at 
the rate of 4%.  In addition, their employers make a PRSI contribution of 10.75% in respect 



Questions - Written Answers

24

of their employees, resulting in the payment of a combined 14.75% rate per employee under 
full-rate PRSI Class A. (For employees earning less than €356 per week, the rate of employer’s 
PRSI is 8.50%).

In September 2013, I published the report of the Advisory Group on Tax and Social Welfare 
on Extending Social Insurance Coverage for the self-employed.  The Group was asked to ex-
amine and report on issues involved in extending social insurance coverage for self-employed 
people in order to establish whether or not such cover is technically feasible and financially 
sustainable, with the requirement that any proposals for change must be cost neutral.

In determining that social insurance for the self-employed should cover contingencies re-
lating to ill health or incapacity, the Advisory Group was cognisant of the fact that some self-
employed people could continue to obtain an income while suffering an illness whereas an 
employee, while experiencing a similar illness, might not.  Furthermore, given the control dif-
ficulties that might arise with a self-employed person self-certifying their non-participation in 
their business, the Group considered that it would not be appropriate to extend social insurance 
to the self-employed for  short-term illness income supports, such as Illness Benefit or Occupa-
tional Injuries Benefit.

The Group found that extending social insurance for the self-employed was warranted in 
cases related to long-term sickness or injuries.  To this end, the Group recommended that class 
S benefits should be extended to provide cover for people who are permanently incapable of 
work, because of a long-term illness or incapacity, through the invalidity pension and the partial 
capacity benefit schemes.  The Group further recommended that the extension of social insur-
ance in this regard should be on a compulsory basis and that the rate of contribution for class S 
should be increased by at least 1.5 percentage points.

This recommendation will require further consideration in conjunction with the findings of 
the most recent Actuarial Review of the Social Insurance Fund which indicated that the self-
employed achieve better value for money compared to the employed when the comparison 
includes both employer and employee contributions in respect of the employed person.

My colleagues in Government and I will continue to reflect on the findings of the Advisory 
Group on this issue and will further consider the recommendations contained in the report tak-
ing into account future developments in terms of the budgetary and fiscal situation.

03/03/2015WRE01750Disability Allowance Applications

03/03/2015WRE01800173. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when 
a decision on an application for a disability allowance will be made, in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Roscommon; the reason for the delay in same; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [9237/15]

03/03/2015WRE01900Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that an 
application from the person concerned for disability allowance (DA) was received by the De-
partment on 10 October 2014.  The application has been referred to a Social Welfare Inspector 
(SWI) for a report on the person’s means and circumstances.  Once the SWI has submitted his/
her report to DA section, a decision will be made on the application and the person concerned 
will be notified directly of the outcome.

03/03/2015WRE01950Social Welfare Overpayments
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03/03/2015WRE02000174. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she 
reserves the legal right to overrule the decision of her Department, in the case of individual 
social protection issues, such as cases of overclaiming if there are exceptional hardship cases 
involved; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9289/15]

03/03/2015WRE02100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): People who have 
received an overpayment from the Department have a liability under law to refund the overpay-
ment as they have received money to which they were not entitled.  (Section 338 of the Social 
Welfare (Consolidation) Act, 2005 (as amended) refers).  My Department has a responsibility 
to ensure that all overpayments are refunded in full.

Social welfare overpayments arise where a revised decision is made by a deciding officer on 
a claimant’s entitlement resulting in a retrospective reduction in their entitlement.  In deciding 
whether or not the decision should have retrospective effect, deciding officers are required to 
have regard to the facts relevant to the decision on entitlement.  Founding their decision on facts 
will ensure that the deciding officers’ actions can result in the Department pursuing all debts.

Once a revised decision on entitlement has been made, the person is informed of the deci-
sion and has the right to have the decision reviewed by the Department or to appeal the decision 
to the independently established Social Welfare Appeals Office.  The person is also notified of 
any resulting overpayment and is informed of the requirement that the overpayment be repaid 
in full to the Department.

When determining the rate of recovery of an overpayment, consideration is given to getting 
repayment as soon as possible, while not causing undue hardship to the person, having regard to 
the circumstances that gave rise to the overpayment, as well as the person’s circumstances and 
their overall ability to pay.  The person is provided with the opportunity to put forward any cir-
cumstances that they feel may be relevant to the rate of recovery proposed.  Any circumstances 
put forward by the person will be considered in the context of agreeing a recovery plan.

I am confident that there are robust measures in place in my Department so that the occur-
rence of overpayments is minimised and I am continuously seeking to enhance these controls.  
However, where overpayments do occur they must be recovered.  

  Question No. 175 withdrawn.

03/03/2015WRE02175Social Welfare Appeals Status

03/03/2015WRE02200176. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when a 
person (details supplied) in County Donegal may expect a decision from the social welfare ap-
peals office, further to an oral hearing held on 7 January 2015; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [9319/15]

03/03/2015WRE02300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the 
Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all of the avail-
able evidence, including that adduced at the oral hearing, has decided to allow the appeal of the 
person concerned.  The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.

The oral hearing of this case was held on 28 January 2015 and not on 7 January 2015 as 
suggested by the Deputy.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
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relation to social welfare entitlements.

03/03/2015WRE02350Rent Supplement Scheme Administration

03/03/2015WRE02400177. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
the reason the rent supplement payment amounts vary across the country; if she will provide 
a breakdown of the current maximum payment, by county; her plans to raise the allowance in 
County Donegal, in order to make it more equitable with other areas in the country; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [9344/15]

03/03/2015WRE02500Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Kevin Humphreys): 
There are currently approximately 70,700 rent supplement recipients for which the Government 
has provided over €298 million for 2015.

The prescribed rent supplement maximum limits were determined following an extensive 
review of the private rental market on a county basis. As rental markets differ from county to 
county, this explains the variation in rent limits across the country and the maximum payments 
made to rent supplement recipients. Details of the maximum rent limits on a county basis from 
June 2013 to date are provided in the attached tabular statement.

The Department has recently undertaken a review of the maximum rent limits. The over-
arching concern is that raising rent limits may not be the solution as it is likely to add to further 
rental inflation and could impact, not alone on rent supplement recipients, but also on many 
lower income workers, their families and students alike. The raising of rent limits in Donegal 
has the potential to establish, in particular for families on low wage incomes, inappropriate pric-
ing floors, with the possibility that these families are priced out of affordable accommodation 
in their area of choice. Analysis shows that there are properties available in the Donegal area 
within the current maximum rent limits.

In recognition of the current supply constraints in areas of high demand throughout the 
country, measures have been put in place to ensure that the housing needs of rent supplement 
customers who are at risk of homelessness are addressed by providing increased flexibility 
within the administration of the rent supplement scheme. Notices circulated to all Community 
Welfare Service staff reminding them of their discretionary power to award, on a case by case 
basis, a supplement for rental purposes in such circumstances in July and December 2014. A 
National Framework has also been developed to ensure that appropriate supports continue to be 
provided throughout the country in a consistent manner.

I would advise the Deputy that he should advise any person in receipt of rent supplement 
who is at risk of losing their tenancy in the Donegal area to contact the Community Welfare 
Service without delay.

Tabular statement - Maximum Rent limits

County: Single 
Shared

Couple 
Shared

Single Couple Couple/
One Par-
ent Fam-
ily - 1 
Qualified 
Child

Couple/
One Par-
ent Fam-
ily - 2 
Qualified 
Children

Couple/
One Par-
ent Fam-
ily - 3 
Qualified 
Children

Dublin - Fin-
gal

300 350 520 700 850 900 950
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County: Single 
Shared

Couple 
Shared

Single Couple Couple/
One Par-
ent Fam-
ily - 1 
Qualified 
Child

Couple/
One Par-
ent Fam-
ily - 2 
Qualified 
Children

Couple/
One Par-
ent Fam-
ily - 3 
Qualified 
Children

Dublin - Not 
Fingal

350 400 520 750 950 975 1,000

Carlow 230 250 375 433 520 560 590
Cavan 160 190 325 350 400 415 433
Clare 190 210 320 350 400 450 500
Cork 250 270 485 575 700 725 750
Donegal 175 200 300 325 350 400 450
Galway 280 300 475 540 700 725 750
Kerry 190 220 365 390 500 520 540
Kildare 250 300 433 500 650 700 750
Kilkenny 200 230 390 430 540 565 590
Laois 200 230 340 350 450 480 520
Leitrim 175 195 300 325 350 375 400
Limerick 200 240 375 400 500 550 600
Longford 160 175 290 300 325 340 350
Louth 215 250 390 400 550 575 600
Mayo 195 215 375 390 433 465 500
Meath 200 260 390 420 550 600 650
Monaghan 180 190 300 350 400 433 450
Offaly 200 220 360 400 450 475 500
Roscommon 200 220 300 325 400 410 425
Sligo 195 220 400 425 520 540 550
Tipperary 195 220 370 400 485 500 525
Waterford 220 240 375 390 475 500 525
Westmeath 190 210 390 400 500 520 530
Wexford 250 270 375 390 500 540 575
Wicklow 240 290 425 450 600 610 625
North Kildare 270 290 500 575 750 800 850
Bray 275 300 520 680 850 925 1,000

03/03/2015WRE02550Respite Care Grant Expenditure

03/03/2015WRE02600178. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her 
plans to increase the respite care grant; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9359/15]

03/03/2015WRE02700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The financial sup-
ports available to carers in Ireland are among the highest rates of income support in Europe. 
Expenditure on carers has increased significantly in recent years and it is estimated that the 
overall expenditure for 2015 will be €822 million which is €11 million higher than the expected 
outturn for 2014. This does not include the value of other welfare payments which over 25,000 
recipients of half-rate carer’s allowance also receive.
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I fully appreciate the important and difficult role that carers undertake in this country and 
that carers need our support. The annual respite care payment is a single lump sum with no re-
quirement to satisfy a means test. There is no equivalent payment for carers in any other country 
in Europe. In excess of €118, million (Provisional Outturn) was spent on the respite care grant 
in 2014.

In framing budgetary adjustments, the primary concern has been to protect primary social 
welfare rates. In order to protect the core weekly payments which people receive, including 
disability payments, pensions and carer’s allowance, in 2013, the Government had to look 
very carefully at other additional payments, including the respite care grant. Any change to the 
respite care grant can only be considered in the context of the overall economic and budgetary 
position in the current year.

03/03/2015WRF00150Carer’s Allowance Appeals

03/03/2015WRF00200179. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if a 
carer’s allowance will be approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Carlow. 
[9381/15]

03/03/2015WRF00300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the 
Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all of the avail-
able evidence, including that adduced at the oral hearing, has decided to allow the appeal of the 
person concerned.  The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

03/03/2015WRF00350Illicit Trade in Tobacco

03/03/2015WRF00400180. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will introduce a 
proper banning of illegal cigarettes sales in streets, markets, and fairs (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [9242/15]

03/03/2015WRF00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The regulation of the retail sale of ciga-
rettes is a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Health.  However, the supply and sale of 
cigarettes which have not been duty paid is banned under tobacco products tax law.  All ciga-
rettes that are intended for delivery, sale and consumption in the State must have the appropriate 
tax stamp affixed to the pack by the manufacturer to show that the cigarettes are tax paid.  It is 
an offence, under Chapter 3 of Part 2 of the Finance Act 2005, for any person to offer or keep 
cigarettes for sale which do not comply with these tax stamp requirements, or for any person 
to knowingly use or deal in a counterfeited or altered tax stamp.  In addition, any cigarettes in 
respect of which an offence has been committed under these provisions, and anything used to 
conceal these cigarettes, or any vehicle or conveyance used to carry them, are liable to seizure. 

The Revenue Commissioners inform me that, in 2014, 53 million cigarettes and 9,836 kilo-
grams of tobacco were seized.  There were 111 convictions for smuggling or illegal selling of 
tobacco, resulting in fines of €227,219 and 28 custodial sentences being imposed.  In addition, 
surveys of smokers by Ipsos MRBI, carried out for the Revenue Commissioners and the Na-
tional Tobacco Control Office of the Health Services Executive, show that the consumption of 
illicit cigarettes has fallen from 15% in 2009 to 11% in 2013, suggesting that the consumption 
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of illicit cigarettes is being contained. 

New measures introduced in recent Finance Acts have further assisted the Revenue Com-
missioners, including the introduction of offences for involvement with illicit tobacco produc-
tion, knowingly dealing in or delivering any illicit tobacco product and greater powers to search 
bags in the case of suspected illicit street sales.  Where justified, I am committed to bringing 
forward new enforcement measures against the illicit tobacco trade.

03/03/2015WRF00550Tax Avoidance Issues

03/03/2015WRF00600181. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if consideration will be 
given to the introduction of a substantial minimum fine/sentence on conviction for smuggling; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9244/15]

03/03/2015WRF00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The penalties for smuggling an excis-
able product are laid down in section 119 of the Finance Act 2001 and were increased substan-
tially in the Finance Act 2010.  On conviction following summary prosecution, a court may 
impose a fine of €5,000; the court may also impose a term of imprisonment not exceeding 12 
months, instead of, or in addition to, the fine.  For convictions following prosecution on indict-
ment, the court may impose a fine not exceeding €126,970 or, where the value of the product 
involved in the offence is greater than €250,000, a fine not exceeding three times the value of 
the product.  The Court may also impose a term of imprisonment not exceeding 5 years as an 
alternative to or in addition to these fines. Section 130 of the 2001 Act permits a trial judge, at 
his or her discretion, to mitigate a fine incurred for an offence under excise law, provided that 
the amount mitigated is not greater than 50 per cent of the amount of the fine.  

As the Deputy is aware, the penalty to be imposed in any particular case is a matter for 
the courts, which have a great deal of discretion in this area.  Where the courts believe that a 
prescribed fine is too onerous given the facts of the case and the circumstances of the person 
convicted, they can mitigate the fine and/or impose suspended custodial sentences.

I have no plans to introduce minimum sentencing.  However, the position in relation to pen-
alties is kept under review, taking account, among other considerations, of practical experience 
in the operation of the increased fines provided for in the 2010 Act.

03/03/2015WRF00750Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland

03/03/2015WRF00800182. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance regarding the State-backed 
Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland, the percentage of lending that will be stock lending; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9274/15]

03/03/2015WRF00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Strategic Banking Corporation of 
Ireland (SBCI) launched its initial product programme on 19 February 2015.  The SBCI has 
secured funding of €800m to fund its first loans that will be lower cost and longer term for both 
working capital and investment.  The minimum duration of loans is two years and the maximum 
duration ten years.  The SBCI is seeking to support flexible loans that better suit the needs of 
Irish business and will develop and adapt its offerings over time to achieve this.

The Government’s aim for the SBCI is to change the range and profile of SME finance 
providers in Ireland.  With this in mind, the SBCI has engaged with other banks as well as non-
bank providers of finance and potential new entrants to the market such as providers of invoice 
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discounting, leasing and asset based finance to broaden the funding options available to the 
SME sector through the availability of SBCI monies.    

The SBCI will provide working capital loans through its lending partners.  Borrowers can 
use the SBCI’s working capital product to finance their business, including stock lending such 
as buying finished goods for resale or buying raw materials for manufacturing.  There is no 
target percentage for stock lending.

The SBCI is flexible and has the ability to adapt and develop its product set to meet the 
needs of the market as they are identified.  New initiatives in the pipeline will deliver new prod-
ucts, new market participants and support for the growth of existing non-bank credit providers 
all driving competition in the market.

03/03/2015WRF00950Housing Issues

03/03/2015WRF01000183. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his plans for a mortgage insur-
ance scheme; and his views on the Central Bank of Ireland’s comments on the issue. [8729/15]

03/03/2015WRF01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Construction 2020 committed the Gov-
ernment to examining the concept of a mortgage insurance scheme, to ensure sustainable levels 
of mortgage lending in the medium term. 

In October I wrote to the Oireachtas Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform 
requesting that the committee consider the matter of mortgage insurance in an Irish context and, 
drawing on the experiences of other countries, prepare a report on the issue.  The Committee 
has concluded its deliberations and has given me and the Governor of the Central Bank a copy 
of the report.  As noted in the report, the full implications of a mortgage insurance scheme can 
only be examined once the new Central Bank Macro Prudential regulations for residential mort-
gage lending are in place and the effects they have on mortgage lending can be examined.  As 
the Deputy is aware, the Central Bank also considered the issue of mortgage insurance in the 
context of the new macro prudential framework and it concluded that an exception for suitably 
insured mortgages was not an effective practical amendment at this time.

An overriding primary public policy concern is to deliver an affordable and sustainable 
housing and credit market over the course of the economic cycle and the avoidance of boom 
and bust cycles which we have experienced in the recent past.  The new Central Bank macro 
prudential measures are intended to help achieve that objective.  Mortgage insurance could 
have a contributory role to play in the achievement of that objective at a future point.  However, 
as suggested by the Central Bank, it is likely to have such a role only if it effectively transfers 
risk away from the banking system and from the State in a cost effective way.  This is a matter, 
therefore, that will need to be kept under review by my Department and by the Central Bank.  
However, due to the need to transfer risk I would not see the State playing a role in underwriting 
or guaranteeing the provision of mortgage indemnity insurance.

03/03/2015WRF01150Tax Collection

03/03/2015WRF01200184. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the Revenue Commission-
ers, as administrators of the pay related social insurance system on behalf of the Department of 
Social Protection, will provide the information requested, in Parliamentary Questions Nos. 173 
and 174, of 17 February 2015; and if not, the reason for same. [8730/15]
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03/03/2015WRF01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the estimated Pay Related Social Insurance (PRSI) liabilities, as returned to Rev-
enue by employers, for proprietary company directors from 2005 to 2013 (the most recent year 
for which data are available) are as shown in the table.

Year Estimated PRSI Liability €M
2005 196
2006 240
2007 255
2008 250
2009 238
2010 254
2011 145
2012 146
2013 152

The amounts in the table relate to declared liabilities and do not take account of subsequent 
unpaid liabilities, liabilities assessed under an audit or liabilities subsequently amended by 
Department of Social Protection following a determination of insurable status of working direc-
tors. 

I am further advised by the Commissioners that it is not possible, due to the manner in which 
the data are compiled, to estimate the effect of categorising working proprietary company direc-
tors as class A for PRSI purposes.

03/03/2015WRF01350Tax Yield

03/03/2015WRF01400185. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide the total annual 
amount paid, or expected to be paid, per year to the Irish Exchequer in taxation in respect of 
Ireland’s producing gas fields for the past three years; and the estimated revenue to the Exche-
quer, per year, for the next five years. [8731/15]

03/03/2015WRF01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that their obligation to observe confidentiality of taxpayers’ information, and the small 
group of taxpayers encompassed by the question, precludes them from providing the informa-
tion requested.

03/03/2015WRF01550Financial Services Regulation

03/03/2015WRF01600186. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the reason a company (de-
tails supplied), which charges exorbitant rates of interest, is allowed to continue to trade in the 
State; the steps the Central Bank of Ireland is taking to deal with the issue; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [8745/15]

03/03/2015WRF01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by the Central 
Bank that the company to which the Deputy refers is not regulated by it. 

The Central Bank Act 1997 contains a number of exclusions from the requirement to be 
authorised by the Central Bank and firms that meet the relevant criteria can avail of such ex-
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clusions.  Separately, this Act also contains a number of exemptions from the requirement to 
be authorised by the Central Bank.  To date the Central Bank has granted an exemption to 14 
entities but the company to which the Deputy refers is not one of the entities granted such an 
exemption. 

The Consumer Protection (Regulation of Credit Servicing Firms) Bill 2015 will require en-
tities dealing with the consumer to be authorised by the Central Bank and subject to its Codes 
of Conduct.  Dealing with the consumer is credit servicing and the definition of credit servicing 
is broad.  Owners of loan books who deal directly with consumers, that is, who are servicing 
their own loan books, will be regulated.  Otherwise they can have the loan book serviced by a 
regulated credit servicing firm.

The Bill was published in January and second stage of the Bill was taken in the Dáil on 4 
February.  Since then, my officials have been in contact with the Central Bank and with the 
Office of the Attorney General to further progress the legislation.  The Bill will continue its 
progress through the legislative process and I look forward to further discussion of the Bill at 
Committee Stage.

03/03/2015WRF01750Public Sector Staff

03/03/2015WRF01800187. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance if he will justify the fact that 110 
staff in the Revenue Commissioners will be let go on 27 March 2015, despite the fact that they 
have successfully worked in that area for many months and that they will be replaced from an 
outside panel, necessitating extra training when there were persons in situ that were capable of 
doing that job. [8748/15]

03/03/2015WRF01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the temporary staff in question were recruited to carry out work associated with the 
introduction of Local Property Tax (LPT) and also for the Household Charge Arrears project. 

The task of introducing this new tax (LPT), the largest extension of the self-assessment sys-
tem in the history of the State, posed major administrative challenges.  The staffing model for 
its introduction was built on flexible deployment, which included a mix of experienced existing 
staff and additional staff employed on a temporary basis.

The responsibility for the collection of Household Charge arrears not paid to local authori-
ties by 1 July 2013 was passed to Revenue.  This is a once off temporary project that will be 
substantially completed shortly. This project was staffed primarily with temporary staff. 

The temporary staff employed for the set-up of LPT and the collection of Household Charge 
arrears were employed on fixed-term contracts which specifically stipulated that their employ-
ment would end on a specific date or when the task for which they had been employed was 
completed.  In accordance with their contracts, employment of these temporary staff will cease 
on 27 March 2015.  Revenue is not in a position to offer them permanent employment when 
their fixed-term contracts expire.  

The recruitment and appointment of permanent staff in Revenue is regulated by the Com-
mission for Public Service Appointments.  All recruitment for permanent positions in Revenue 
must be carried out in accordance with the recruitment licence granted by the Commission.  
The licence held by Revenue does not provide for the awarding of permanent contracts to staff 
on the basis of temporary employment.  However, they are eligible to apply in the normal way 
for any open competitions being run by the Public Appointments Service (PAS) or Revenue to 
recruit permanent staff.  
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Revenue ran a competition in January 2014 which enabled serving temporary Revenue staff 
apply to fill a number of permanent posts.  More recently, the Public Appointments Service held 
an open clerical officer competition which closed in July 2014.  Temporary Revenue staff were 
eligible to apply for this competition.  Revenue will recruit from this panel to fill permanent 
clerical officer positions as they arise.

03/03/2015WRF01950VAT Rate Reductions

03/03/2015WRF02000188. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Finance if the value added 
tax on bottled water products, currently charged at the standard rate, will be reduced; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [8797/15]

03/03/2015WRF02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Bottled water is subject to the standard 
VAT rate.  The standard rate is the VAT rate applied to bottled water in the majority of EU 
Member States.  Prior to 1992 bottled waters and fruit juices had applied at the zero rate, but 
were made subject to the standard rate from 1 November 1992 in order to correct a competitive 
anomaly, as similar competing products such as soft drinks were standard rated.  The change in 
the VAT treatment coincided with the removal of excise duty from bottled water.

Where a product was zero rated prior to 1 January 1991 but subsequently standard rated, it 
is not possible to reintroduce the zero rate for that product.  However, under Annex III of the 
EU VAT Directive, Member States are permitted to apply a reduced rate of not less than 5% 
to bottled water.  It would therefore be possible to apply our reduced rate of 9% or 13.5% to 
these drinks.  However, a reduction in the rate of VAT on such a product would be costly to the 
Exchequer and I have no plans to reduce the rate of VAT on bottled water.

03/03/2015WRF02150VAT Rate Reductions

03/03/2015WRF02200189. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Finance the reason nico-
tine replacement patches are subject to the standard 23% rate of value added tax; if it will be 
reduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8798/15]

03/03/2015WRF02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Nicotine products, such as nicotine in-
halers, tablets and chewing gum, which are categorised as oral medicines and are licensed by 
the Irish Medicines Board, are charged to VAT at the zero-rate.  

Nicotine replacement patches and electronic cigarettes, however, do not fall into this cat-
egory of oral medicines and are therefore subject to the standard 23% rate of VAT.  I have no 
plans to reduce the rate of VAT on these items.

03/03/2015WRF02350Financial Services Regulation

03/03/2015WRF02400190. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on discussions 
held with a company (details supplied), regarding the purchase of non-performing Permanent 
TSB home loans; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8804/15]

03/03/2015WRF02500191. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on the discus-
sions held regarding the sale of Permanent TSB home loans; and if he will impose restrictions 
on the buyer of Permanent TSB home loans, to ensure that mortgage holders are provided the 
protection of Irish regulations and the code of conduct on mortgage arrears. [8805/15]
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03/03/2015WRF02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 190 
and 191 together.

I have been informed that officials in my Department have met representatives of the com-
pany (details supplied) in total on four occasions.  On three of these occasions the meetings 
were between Department of Finance officials and representatives of the company (details sup-
plied).  On a fourth occasion the meeting was attended by Regina Doherty TD and representa-
tives of the company (details supplied).   

Discussions centred around a proposal to buy non-performing loans from Irish banks but no 
specific proposals were discussed in relation to individual banks operating in Ireland, including 
Permanent TSB. 

Separately, PTSB has advised me that it is not currently in a sales process in respect of the 
sale of 5,000 non-performing home loans as speculated in one newspaper recently. 

I would also like to add that on 14 January 2015 the Consumer Protection (Regulation 
of Credit Servicing Firms) Bill was published.  The primary purpose of this Bill is to protect 
consumers whose loans are sold to unregulated entities.  Credit servicing firms will require 
authorisation from the Central Bank and will be regulated by the Central Bank.  All borrowers 
will have access to the Financial Services Ombudsman complaints procedure regarding treat-
ment by credit servicing firms.  This important piece of legislation will ensure that borrowers 
whose loans are sold by a regulated entity to a currently unregulated entity maintain the same 
protections as they had prior to the sale.  The protections will apply to all consumers regardless 
of when the loans were drawn down, thus providing complete certainty to all customers.  Sub-
ject to the legislative programme, the Bill will go through the Houses of the Oireachtas shortly.

03/03/2015WRF02650Corporation Tax

03/03/2015WRF02700192. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance his views on the proposal in the 
Northern Ireland Assembly, to introduce a 10% corporate taxation rate. [8806/15]

03/03/2015WRF02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In the first instance, this is a matter for 
the Northern Ireland Authorities and the Westminster Government. 

However it is well known that Ireland is a supporter of fair tax competition and the OECD 
has consistently stated that low corporation tax rates combined with a broad base is the best way 
to encourage economic growth, while still maintaining tax revenues. 

That is what we have being doing for many years and what we will continue to do.  The 
12.5% rate is a central pillar of our taxation system but it is important to remember that attract-
ing foreign direct investment and stimulating growth is about much more than just having a 
competitive tax rate.  As I have stated many times, the Irish system is built upon the 3 Rs and 
while rate is a key feature, the other two Rs of regime and reputation are equally important in 
shaping a competitive taxation landscape.

Ireland would be fully supportive of any measures which would make the Island of Ireland, 
as a whole, more competitive but a low stable corporate tax rate is only one piece in the com-
petitiveness jigsaw. 

A reform of the Northern Ireland corporation tax rate has the potential to generate benefits 
on both parts of the island.
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03/03/2015WRF02850Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

03/03/2015WRF02900193. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a 
breakdown, by county, of the number of persons that availed of tax relief under the disabled 
drivers and disabled passengers scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8817/15]

03/03/2015WRF03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the following table indicates the number of persons that availed of tax relief 
towards the purchase of new and used vehicles in the year 2014 under the Drivers/Passengers 
with Disabilities Scheme, broken down by county.

County Number (new and used vehicles) in  2014
Carlow 41
Cavan 82
Clare 198
Cork 835
Donegal 261
Dublin 818
Galway 415
Kerry 187
Kildare 130
Kilkenny 73
Laois 58
Leitrim 54
Limerick 291
Longford 33
Louth 170
Mayo 272
Meath 152
Monaghan 69
Offaly 51
Roscommon 94
Sligo 103
Tipperary 192
Waterford 92
Westmeath 66
Wexford 165
Wicklow 95
Total 4,997

03/03/2015WRF03050Universal Social Charge Application

03/03/2015WRF03100194. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to abolish the 
universal social charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8856/15]

03/03/2015WRF03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Universal Social Charge (USC) 
was introduced in Budget 2011.  It was a necessary measure to widen the tax base, remove 
poverty traps and maintain revenue to reduce the budget deficit.  It is a more sustainable charge 
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than those it replaced.  It is applied at a low rate on a wide base.  I should point out that it was 
never intended that the USC would be a temporary measure and was designed and incorporated 
in to the Irish taxation system as part of its permanent structure and the revenues collected play 
a vital part in meeting the many expenditure demands placed on the Exchequer.  The USC can-
not be considered as an additional tax given that its introduction allowed for the abolition of two 
other taxes i.e. the Income Levy and the Health Levy.  It is important to note that the yield from 
the USC is broadly similar to that raised by the two charges which it replaced.

The Deputy will be aware that as a result of the changes introduced in the last Budget, all 
those who currently pay income tax and/or USC will see a reduction in their tax bill this year.  
As a direct result of the extension of the exemption threshold from €10,036 to €12,012, it is es-
timated that an additional 87,000 low income earners will be removed from the charge entirely.  
This is on top of the estimated 330,000 income earners that this Government removed from the 
charge in Budget 2012.  This means that in 2015, approximately 28% of all income earners will 
not pay any Universal Social Charge at all.

03/03/2015WRG00200Mortgage Lending

03/03/2015WRG00300195. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance in view of a media report (de-
tails supplied), if he will provide the findings of research carried out by his Department on the 
impact on the rental market of changes to the Central Bank of Ireland mortgage lending rules; 
if rent controls have been considered, or research on the impact of rent controls undertaken, by 
his Department; his views on rent controls and the affordability of rent; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [8879/15]

03/03/2015WRG00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Primary responsibility for policy on the 
private rental market, including the regulation of that market, is a matter from my colleague 
the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government and his Department is 
closely monitoring the operation of that market. It is a function of the Private Residential Ten-
ancies Board (PRTB) to collect and publish information relating to prevailing rent levels and 
the latest data from the PRTB indicates that, in the third quarter of 2014, rents nationally were 
5.6% higher than the same period in 2013.

As the Deputy will be aware, in October 2014 the Central Bank launched a public consul-
tation document on proposed macro prudential measures in respect of residential mortgage 
lending. The primary objective of this initiative is to increase the resilience of the banking and 
household sectors to the credit and property markets, but the Central Bank was also conscious 
that the proposals could have some unintended consequences. One of the possible such impacts 
raised by my Department, and by others, in their contribution to this consultation process, was 
the possible impact of the Central Banks proposals on the rental market. While no specific 
research was conducted on the issue within the time available for the consultation, my Depart-
ment was nevertheless aware of the overall increase in the level of rents in recent years and 
raised this as an issue for consideration. This was a matter that the Central Bank was also cog-
nisant of, and in the macro prudential measures which it finally put in place allowed for a higher 
loan to value cap for first time buyers which, it indicated, should reduce the impact the macro 
prudential measures would have on the rental market.

03/03/2015WRG00500European Financial Stability Facility

03/03/2015WRG00700196. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance his views on the Eurogroup’s 
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agreement with Greece on 20 February 2015; the position taken by him at this meeting, and 
related meetings, dealing with Greek debt and financing; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [8880/15]

03/03/2015WRG00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): On 20 February 2015, the Eurogroup 
noted the request from the Greek authorities for an extension of the second programme in order 
to allow the successful completion of the fifth review. The Greek authorities agreed to present 
a first list of reform measures, based on the current arrangement, by 23 February, which they 
have done.  

The Institutions have provided a first view on the list of reform measures and stated that the 
list is sufficiently comprehensive to be a valid starting point for a successful conclusion of the 
review. The measures will need to be further specified and then agreed with the Institutions by 
the end of April. On this basis, the Eurogroup on 24 February 2015 agreed to proceed with the 
national procedures in order to extend the current programme by up to four months. My view is 
that this is an appropriate approach.

In relation to Greek debt, as I have repeatedly outlined, my own view is that Greece should 
remain in the euro area and that sovereign debt should not be written off. However, there is - of 
course - some room for manoeuvre in terms of maturity extension and other ways to reduce 
the burden of debt. This is what we have done in Ireland, in cooperation with our European 
partners, with the extension of maturities on our EFSF and EFSM loans, the replacement of 
the promissory notes with long-term bonds and the replacement of IMF loans with cheaper 
market-based funding. 

03/03/2015WRG00900Tax Code

03/03/2015WRG01000197. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance in view of the European Com-
mission’s investigation into the favourable tax treatment provided by Belgium to multinational 
companies (details supplied), if his Department has assessed the impact this investigation could 
have on similar tax breaks, and concessions, to multinationals here; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [8881/15]

03/03/2015WRG01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Last year, the Competition Directorate 
of the European Commission opened formal state aid investigations into tax rulings provided 
to a number of companies in various Member States of the European Union.  In the case of 
Ireland, the company concerned was Apple.

The investigations are part of a much wider review of tax ruling practices that is currently 
being undertaken by the European Commission and recently the Commission announced that it 
was broadening its enquiries to include all Member States.  

The investigation that has been launched that relates to Belgium is a matter for the Belgian 
authorities, and the Deputy will be aware that as a rule we do not comment on the tax regimes 
of other jurisdictions.

In terms of whether the outcome of the Belgian case could have any impact on the Irish tax 
regime more generally, I understand that there is no provision in our tax code that is similar to 
the Belgian regime that is being investigated.

In respect of the current Irish investigation, I remain confident that there was no breach of 
State aid rules and that the Irish legislative provisions were correctly applied.
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03/03/2015WRG01200Tax Code

03/03/2015WRG01300198. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the considerations that were 
taken by the Revenue Commissioners in their decision to settle the tax liability for the 350 Irish 
nationals with off-shore Swiss HSBC accounts; if he, or his Department, were consulted on the 
case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8882/15]

03/03/2015WRG01400199. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if his Department is consider-
ing measures to prevent the type of tax avoidance seen in the recent case of HSBC Switzerland 
(details supplied). [8883/15]

03/03/2015WRG01500200. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if legal measures are being 
considered against HSBC or those Irish nationals or residents with undeclared off-shore Swiss 
accounts in HSBC, especially in view of legal action taken by other states. [8884/15]

03/03/2015WRG01600201. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has been pro-
vided with the list of Irish nationals, or residents, with bank accounts in HSBC’s private Swiss 
bank, by French authorities (details supplied). [8885/15]

03/03/2015WRG01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 198 to 
201, inclusive, together.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that, in March 2010, they became aware of 
newspaper reports that the French authorities had come into possession of information in rela-
tion to bank accounts held with HSBC Bank, Geneva. Revenue wrote to the French authorities 
enquiring as to whether the data obtained by them contained information relating to Irish resi-
dents, and whether the French authorities would consider disclosing any such information to 
Revenue. The French authorities responded positively to that request and made a disclosure to 
Revenue on 23 June 2010.

The information received was evaluated carefully by Revenue and it was found, for a va-
riety of reasons, that there was no basis for pursuing an investigation in many of the cases. 
These reasons included non-Irish addresses on certain of the accounts, persons associated with 
accounts not being resident or domiciled in the State, Revenue establishing that, by reason of 
prior disclosure, there was no liability, and, in the case of the corporate entities, that they were 
Irish-registered but non-resident for taxation purposes. The vast majority of the funds linked to 
Ireland in the HSBC data are related to the Funds industry. More than 98% of the total related 
to the Global Funds sector.

Following the evaluation of the information, Revenue initiated thirty three investigations. In 
eight of the investigations it was determined that there were no additional tax liabilities. Nine-
teen investigations resulted in settlement payments of €4,559,371. In addition, a further amount 
of €172,442 has been received, as payment on account, in relation to two appeals against tax 
assessments entered following investigations into the account holders. Six investigations are 
ongoing.

In addition to pursuing taxes owed, the Revenue Commissioners have also sought to have 
criminal proceedings brought in any cases where the information provided by the French au-
thorities, and their own subsequent investigations, suggested that there was sufficient evidence 
to prosecute in respect of identified tax offences. Three convictions have been secured, result-
ing in the imposition of fines ranging from €4,000 to €25,000, and a further case remains under 
investigation. On the question of possible further prosecutions, it is not open to the Revenue 
Commissioners to comment on whether any individual or corporate entity is under investiga-
tion with a view to prosecution.
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The Deputy will be aware, however, that it is a long-standing convention that the Minister 
for Finance does not intervene in matters involving Revenue and individual taxpayers. In that 
context, I would draw his attention to the provision enacted by the Oireachtas in the Ministers 
and Secretaries (Amendment) Act 2011 whereby the independence of the Revenue Commis-
sioners in the performance of their functions was enacted in section 101 of that Act.

I am advised that a detailed report on the overall investigation has been submitted to the 
Public Accounts Committee by the Revenue Commissioners.

Revenue has a considerable track record in tackling serious tax evasion through the use of 
offshore accounts and other mechanisms to hide taxable income.  Since 1998, Revenue has con-
ducted a series of special investigations which yielded in excess of €2.7 billion in tax, interest 
and penalties. Revenue’s approach has been adopted as best practice by the OECD and has been 
followed by other tax administrations. Considerable measures are now underway at OECD and 
EU level to improve the exchange of information between Revenue administrations to further 
limit the opportunity to avail of bank secrecy to facilitate tax evasion.

I want to commend Revenue on the pro-active role it has taken in relation to the tackling of 
tax evasion through the abuse of offshore accounts.

03/03/2015WRG01800Tax Code

03/03/2015WRG01900202. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Finance when the Revenue Commis-
sioners will complete an appeal by contract meter readers in the Electricity Supply Board, for a 
claim for relief under the provision of section 192A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8899/15]

03/03/2015WRG02000203. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Finance the reason contract meter read-
ers in the Electricity Supply Board in two counties were refused relief under the provision of 
section 192A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, resulting from lump sum payments, on 
foot of a High Court case on 21 February 2006; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8953/15]

03/03/2015WRG02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 202 
and 203 together.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that in the absence of specific details relating 
to the individuals concerned, they are unable to provide the information sought by the Deputy, 
as individual circumstances may differ and different considerations may apply in respect of dif-
ferent cases. If the Deputy wishes to contact Mr. John Wolohan (telephone: 01-4149738), Large 
Cases Division, the position in respect of each individual can be established. The rationale for 
any decision not to apply section 129A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 in a case could 
then be explained and if there is an outstanding appeal an indication could also be provided as 
to when it is likely to be resolved.

03/03/2015WRG02200Betting Legislation

03/03/2015WRG02300204. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the Betting Bill 2015 will 
allow for the Irish Harness Racing Association to apply for a tote licence; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [8955/15]

03/03/2015WRG02400205. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if his interpretation of the 
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definition of a remote bookmaker, in the Betting Bill 2015, includes those who accept totalisa-
tor bets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8956/15]

03/03/2015WRG02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 204 
and 205 together.

The Betting (Amendment) Bill 2013 provides for the extension of the regulatory regime to 
all bookmakers and betting exchanges offering services in Ireland.  The new regime will allow 
for the extension of Betting Duty to the remote sector and ensure that all businesses offering 
betting services from Ireland or to persons in Ireland are regulated appropriately. The Bill does 
not apply to the issue of Tote licenses which are comprehended by the Totalisator Act 1929. The 
Government has indicated that issues relating to the Tote should be brought within the scope of 
the Gambling Control legislation being prepared by the Minister for Justice and Equality. 

With regard to the interpretation of remote bookmaker, the definition of remote bookmaker 
in the Betting (Amendment) Bill 2013 means “a person who carries out the business of book-
making by remote means”.  As I already stated, the Bill makes no provision for the issue of a 
licence to operate a tote, such licenses are comprehended by the Totalisator Act 1929. However, 
I understand that some bookmakers may offer odds based on the results of the Tote (operated 
under license by HRI or Bord na gCon in the case of this jurisdiction) this is a one to one agree-
ment between the bookmaker and the punter if the horse wins he will pay whatever odds are 
paid on the tote. 

03/03/2015WRG02600Tax Code

03/03/2015WRG02700206. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding taxation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8968/15]

03/03/2015WRG02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that a wide range of statistical information is now available on their new, enhanced, 
statistics web page at www.revenue.ie/en/about/statistics/index.html. Tax credits, the standard 
rate cut off point and the age exemptions amounts are published in Revenue’s Statistical Re-
ports, available here http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/publications/statistical-reports.htm, in the 
“Income Tax” chapter for each year up to 2012.

As regards the years 2013  to 2015 (inclusive), details are set out as follows:

2013 and 2014

Tax Credit 2013 
€

2014 
€

Single Person 1,650 1,650
Married or in a Civil Partnership 3,300 3,300
PAYE Credit 1,650 1,650
Widowed Person or Surviving Civil Partner (without 
dependent children)

2,190 2,190

One Parent Family Tax Credit 1,650 Abolished
Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit - 1,650
Incapacitated Child Credit Max 3,300 3,300
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Tax Credit 2013 
€

2014 
€

Blind Tax Credit:  
Single Person  
Married or in a Civil Partnership - One Spouse or 
Civil Partner Blind  
Married or in a Civil Partnership - Both Spouses or 
Civil Partners Blind

 
1,650  
1,650   

3,300

 
1,650  
1,650   

3,300

Widowed Parent:      
Bereaved in 2013     
Bereaved in 2012     
Bereaved in 2011     
Bereaved in 2010     
Bereaved in 2009     
Bereaved in 2008

 -
3,600  
3,150  
2,700  
2,250  
1,800

 
3,600  
3,150  
2,700  
2,250  
1,800
-

Age Tax Credit:  
Single or Widowed or Surviving Civil Partner  
Married or in a Civil Partnership

245  
490

245  
490

Dependent Relative 70 70
Home Carer 810 810

Tax Rates and Tax Bands.

Personal Circumstances 2013
€

2014
€

Single or Widowed or Surviving Civil Part-
ner, without dependent children

32,800 @ 20%
Balance @ 41%

32,800 @ 20%
Balance @ 41%

Single or Widowed or  Surviving Civil Part-
ner, qualifying for One Parent Family Tax 
Credit (2013), Single Person Child Carer Tax 
Credit (2014)

36,800 @ 20%
Balance @ 41%

36,800 @ 20%
Balance @ 41%

Married or in a Civil Partnership, one Spouse 
or Civil Partner with Income

41,800 @ 20%
Balance @ 41%

41,800 @ 20%
Balance @ 41%

Married or in a Civil Partnership, both 
Spouses or Civil Partners with Income

41,800 @ 20%
with increase of 23,800 max.
Balance @ 41%

41,800 @ 20%
with increase of 23,800 max.
Balance @ 41%

Age Exemption Limits

Personal Circumstances 2013€ 2014€
Single or Widowed or a Surviving Civil 
Partner, 65 years of age & over

18,000 18,000

Married or in a Civil Partnership, 65 years 
of age & over

36,000 36,000

The above exemption limits are increased by €575 for each of the first two dependent chil-
dren and by €830 for the third and subsequent children.

UNIVERSAL SOCIAL CHARGE (USC)The Standard Rates of USC 

USC Thresholds -
2013 & 2014 -
Income Rate
Income up to €10,036.00 2%
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USC Thresholds -
2013 & 2014 -
Income from €10,036.01 to €16,016.00 4%
Income above €16,016.00 7%

The Reduced Rates of USC 

USC Thresholds -
2013 & 2014 -
Income Rate
Income up to €10,036.00 2%
Income from €10,036.01 to €16,016.00 4%
Income above €16,016.00 7%

The Exempt Categories of USC

2013 & 2014
Where an individual’s total income for a year does not exceed €10,036
All Department of Social Protection payments
Income already subjected to DIRT

3% Surcharge (non-PAYE income)

A surcharge of 3% applies on non-PAYE  income that exceeds €100,000 in a year, regard-
less of age.

2015

Tax Credit 2015 
€

Single Person 1,650
Married or in a Civil Partnership 3,300
PAYE Credit 1,650
Widowed Person or Surviving Civil Partner (without dependent chil-
dren)

2,190

Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit 1,650
Incapacitated Child Credit Max 3,300
Blind Tax Credit:
Single Person
Married or in a Civil Partnership - One Spouse or Civil Partner Blind
Married or in a Civil Partnership - Both Spouses or Civil Partners 
Blind

 
1,650
1,650
3,300

Widowed Parent:      
Bereaved in 2015     
Bereaved in 2014     
Bereaved in 2013     
Bereaved in 2012     
Bereaved in 2011     
Bereaved in 2010

 
-
3,600
3,150
2,700
2,250
1,800

Age Tax Credit:
Single or Widowed or Surviving Civil Partner
Married or in a Civil Partnership

 
245
490
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Tax Credit 2015 
€

Dependent Relative 70
Home Carer 810

Tax Rates and Tax Bands

Personal Circumstances 2015
€

Single or Widowed or  Surviving Civil Partner, without depen-
dent children

33,800 @ 20%
Balance @ 40%

Single or Widowed or  Surviving Civil Partner, qualifying for 
Single Person Child Carer Credit

37,800 @ 20%
Balance @ 40%

Married or in a Civil Partnership, one Spouse or Civil Partner 
with Income

42,800 @ 20%
Balance @ 40%

Married or in a Civil Partnership, both Spouses or Civil Partners 
with Income

42,800 @ 20%with increase of 24,800 
max.
Balance @ 40%

Age Exemption Limits

Personal Circumstances 2015
€

Single or Widowed or a Surviving Civil Partner, 65 years of age 
& over

18,000

Married or in a Civil Partnership, 65 years of age & over 36,000

The above exemption limits are increased by €575 for each of the first two dependent chil-
dren and by €830 for the third and subsequent children.

UNIVERSAL SOCIAL CHARGE (USC)

The Standard Rates of USC

USC Thresholds - - -
2014 - 2015 -
 - Rate  - Rate
Income up to €10,036.00 2% Income up to €12,012.00 1.5%
Income from €10,036.01 
to €16,016.00

4% Income from €12,012.01 
to €17,576.00

3.5%

Income above 
€16,016.00

7% Income from €17,576.01 
to €70,044.00

7%

 - - Income above 
€70,044.00

8%

The Reduced Rates of USC
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USC Thresholds - - -
Individuals aged 70 years or over 
whose aggregate income for the 
year is €60,000 or less. Individu-
als (aged under 70) who hold a full 
medical card whose aggregate in-
come for the year is €60,000 or less.

- - -

2014 Rate 2015 Rate
Income up to €10,036.00 2% Income up to 

€12,012.00
1.5%

Income above €10,036.00 4% Income above 
€12,012.00

3.5%

The Exempt Categories

2015
Where an individual’s total income for a year does not exceed €12,012
All Dept of Social Protection payments
Income already subjected to DIRT

3% Surcharge (non-PAYE income)

A surcharge of 3% applies on non-PAYE income that exceeds €100,000 in a year, regardless 
of age.

03/03/2015WRG02900Tax Code

03/03/2015WRG03000207. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding income; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8969/15]

03/03/2015WRG03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The treatment of maintenance payments 
for taxation purposes depends on the arrangements in place regarding the payment of the main-
tenance and also the basis of assessment which is applicable to the couple making the payments.  
In order to determine if the maintenance is taxable it must be established if the maintenance 
relates to payments that are legally enforceable or if the payments are on a voluntary basis.

Voluntary maintenance relates to an informal arrangement whereby payments are made on 
a voluntary basis.  As these payments would not be legally enforceable, they are not chargeable 
as income for taxation purposes in the hands of the recipient.

However, maintenance which is payable under a legally enforceable maintenance agree-
ment, for example payments under a Deed of Separation or Divorce Settlement, is chargeable 
as income in the hands of the recipient for tax purposes.  Sections 1025 (Married persons) and 
1031J (civil partners) of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 contain the relevant provisions:

1. the person making the payments makes the payments gross;

2. the person making the payments is allowed, in computing his or her total income for tax 
purposes, a deduction for the maintenance payments made in the year of assessment for the 
benefit of the other spouse or civil partner;
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3. the recipient is taxable in respect of such maintenance payments received; and

4. both individuals are taxed as single persons.

The extent of any tax liability will depend on the amount of the maintenance and on the total 
income of the individual receiving the maintenance. Only payments made for the benefit of the 
other spouse or civil partner qualify for tax relief.  Payments which are made for the benefit of 
a child are not regarded as maintenance for the purposes of tax relief.

There is also an alternative basis of assessment available to couples who elect to be assessed 
to income tax in accordance with sections 1026 (married persons) or 1031K (civil partners) of 
the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997.  This alternative basis of assessment only applies to mainte-
nance arrangements which are legally enforceable and also where a couple have elected jointly 
for this alternative basis of assessment.  In addition:

1. both parties must be resident in the State for tax purposes for the year of assessment; and

2. neither must have entered into another marriage or civil partnership.

Where an election by both parties is made under sections 1026 or 1031K the maintenance 
payments are ignored for tax purposes; i.e.:

1. the person making the payments gets no deduction for the maintenance payments; and

2. the recipient is not taxable on the maintenance received. 

Where the recipient has no other income he or she will, therefore, have no tax liability be-
cause the maintenance is ignored for tax purposes.

This and other relevant information in relation to the taxation of married couples and civil 
partners is available on the Revenue website.

03/03/2015WRG03200Property Tax

03/03/2015WRG03300208. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to link the rate of 
local property tax to a household’s earnings and ability to pay; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [8977/15]

03/03/2015WRG03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In designing the Local Property Tax 
(LPT), due regard was given to issues such as ability to pay. The Finance (Local Property Tax) 
Act 2012, as amended, provides for the possibility of deferring the charge to LPT in certain 
circumstances to assist individuals who may have difficulty paying the tax.  To qualify for a de-
ferral, the residential property must be occupied as a sole or main residence.  The gross income 
thresholds for a full deferral are €15,000 for a single person and €25,000 for a couple, whether 
married persons, civil partners or qualifying cohabitants. A person may claim a deferral if their 
gross income will not, “as can reasonably be foreseen at the liability date” exceed these thresh-
olds in that year.  

A deferral of up to 50% of the LPT liability will be possible where the gross income of the 
liable person does not exceed €25,000 for a single person or €35,000 for married persons/civil 
partners/cohabitants.

The full and partial deferral thresholds may be increased in the case of properties occupied 
as a sole or main residence and subject to a mortgage. In such cases, the gross income thresh-
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olds may be increased by 80% of the mortgage interest payments. The deferral option in such 
qualifying cases will apply until the end of 2017.

Interest of 4% per annum will apply to any amounts deferred. Where a liable person no 
longer satisfies the necessary conditions, amounts deferred prior to the date on which eligibility 
ceased may continue to be deferred. The deferred amount, including interest, will attach to the 
property and will have to be paid before the property is sold or transferred. Any amount de-
ferred will be a relatively small part of the overall value of the property, even where the deferral 
lasts for a number of years.

The LPT legislation also provides for the possibility of a deferral for liable persons who 
cannot without excessive hardship pay their LPT when it becomes payable, as a consequence 
of a significant and unexpected financial loss or expense. Further information on this defer-
ral option, including Revenue Guidelines, is available from: http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/lpt/
hardship-grounds.html.  

Where a liable person does not qualify for, or does not wish to avail of, a deferral, phased 
payment of LPT can be used to assist with budgeting. Taxpayers have a wide choice of pay-
ment options for the LPT from which they can choose the method most suited to their individual 
circumstances.

03/03/2015WRG03500Living City Initiative

03/03/2015WRG03600209. Deputy Joe Costello asked the Minister for Finance when the living city initiative will 
be introduced in Dublin; the criteria that will be used to assess properties; if projects that com-
mence in early 2015 will need to apply for relief retrospectively; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [8983/15]

03/03/2015WRG03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Officials from my Department are in dis-
cussions with the relevant local authorities to identify the areas of the six cities, Cork, Dublin, 
Galway, Kilkenny, Limerick and Waterford, which might fall within the scope of the scheme, 
and to discuss the processes around the administration of the scheme. The Initiative will target 
certain areas of these six cities, particularly those areas which are most in need of regeneration. 
Those designated areas will be decided upon by the Minister for Finance following consulta-
tions with the relevant local authorities, other Government agencies and his Cabinet colleagues. 
The Initiative will also be subject to a commencement order. My officials are in discussions 
with the relevant local authorities and Revenue regarding operationalizing the scheme. Once 
the scheme is ready to commence I will make an announcement, in conjunction with my cabinet 
colleagues and the local authorities concerned. I expect this will be in the next few months. A 
claim for tax relief under the Living City Initiative in respect of qualifying expenditure incurred 
in 2015 will be made as part of the taxpayer’s tax return which will be due to be filed in 2016.  
It is important to note that only expenditure incurred in the “qualifying period” (i.e. the period 
commencing on the date of commencement of the relief and ending 5 years after that date) may 
qualify for relief under the Living City Initiative. 

The criteria to be used to establish if expenditure incurred on the conversion or refurbish-
ment of a property qualifies for relief under the Living City Initiative are set out in Chapter 
13 of Part 10 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997. In particular, in the case of the residential 
accommodation relief, some of the notable criteria are that the property will need to have been 
constructed before 1915, have a total floor area of between 38 and 210 square metres, be in use 
as the sole or main residence of the taxpayer after the qualifying expenditure has been incurred 
and be located in a designated area. In the case of the relief for commercial premises, some of 
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the significant criteria are that the property must be located in a designated area and be in use 
for the purpose of retaining goods or the provision of services within the State. The relief will 
not be available to property developers. 

It is important to note that I do not see this as a wide-spread Initiative, as it is targeted at 
those areas which are most in need of attention.

03/03/2015WRG03800Tax Credits

03/03/2015WRG03900210. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Finance the reason a person (details 
supplied) in County Westmeath has had his tax credit reduced, so that he is actually paying 
more tax in 2015 than he did in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9007/15]

03/03/2015WRG04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the spouse of the person concerned is in receipt of a Carer’s Allowance from the 
Department of Social Protection and so the person concerned qualifies for the Home Carer’s 
Tax Credit. The granting of this credit has the effect of reducing the Standard Rate Cut-Off 
Point by the amount of the carer’s income.

In this particular case, it is more beneficial for the person concerned to retain his previous 
Standard Rate Cut-Off Point rather than receiving the Home Carer’s Tax Credit. I am advised 
by Revenue that the more beneficial option has now been applied to the person concerned. A 
revised Tax Credit Certificate will issue shortly, reflecting this. Any tax overpaid since 1 Janu-
ary 2015 will be refunded to the person concerned through his salary.

03/03/2015WRH00200Tax Rebates

03/03/2015WRH00300211. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Finance if a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare is due a tax refund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9050/15]

03/03/2015WRH00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that they do not have sufficient information in relation to the earnings of the person 
concerned to review his tax liability for 2014. They have contacted the person concerned re-
questing certain information to allow them to undertake the review.

Maintenance payments are allowed as a deduction for Income Tax purposes subject to cer-
tain conditions as set out on Revenue’s website at www.revenue.ie/en/tax/it/leaflets/it3.html.  In 
general, maintenance payments are only allowable in respect of payments made to a spouse or 
civil partner.

03/03/2015WRH00500Tax Reliefs Cost

03/03/2015WRH00600212. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the approximate cost of 
allowing persons whose personal circumstances require them to rent out their principal private 
residence and rent another home for themselves, to offset the cost of the rent they are paying 
against the rental income they receive, for income tax purposes; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9113/15]

03/03/2015WRH00700213. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of income tax 
paid by landlords in 2013 and 2014 in respect of rental income; and if he will make a statement 



Questions - Written Answers

48

on the matter. [9114/15]

03/03/2015WRH00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 212 
and 213 together.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that the amount of gross domestic rental in-
come declared on Income Tax returns for 2012 was €4.0bn. Deductions and reliefs in respect of 
losses, expenses and capital allowances are allowable from gross rental income and the taxable 
rental income for 2012 was in the order of €1.2bn.

Returns for tax years 2013 or 2014 are not yet available. The Income Tax returns to Rev-
enue do not distinguish between residential and commercial properties, these figures therefore 
include rental income from both. As rental income is aggregated with all other incomes for the 
purposes of the Income Tax assessment calculation, it is not possible to specify the yield from 
rental income alone.

In relation to the first Question, Revenue records do not directly or separately identify those 
renting out their principal private residences or those renting out another property for them-
selves. In addition, it would be necessary to have a clearer picture of how such a scheme might 
operate so as to confine the benefit to a specified group.  I am advised therefore that Revenue is 
not in a position to estimate the cost of this proposal.

03/03/2015WRH00900Tax Code

03/03/2015WRH01000214. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered bench-
marking the income tax rate paid by returning emigrants against typical rates they had been 
paying prior to returning to Ireland; the approximate cost of such a scheme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9115/15]

03/03/2015WRH01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume the Deputy’s question refers 
to Irish emigrants, who may be subject to lower income taxation in the countries in which they 
are now located and presumably working, compared to the amount of income taxation they 
would face on the same income if they returned to Ireland. My initial view is that the provision 
of a tax reduction to such individuals could have the potential to distort the labour market. It 
could allow employers to offer reduced gross salaries to returning emigrants, which could put 
existing Irish based individuals at a disadvantage when competing for employment opportuni-
ties.

To allow the benchmarking suggested by the Deputy, would require detailed information 
of the tax systems of many different jurisdictions, as well as information on the tax actually 
paid by an individual in a particular jurisdiction. Certain factors would need significant con-
sideration including the following; (i) the minimum amount of time an individual would need 
to have worked outside the State, (ii) would the relief be solely related to the amount of tax 
paid outside the State or would social security contributions also be included, (iii) would the 
availability of other public benefits and services be also included in the relevant comparisons 
and (iv) would such a relief be available to all returning emigrants regardless of how high their 
incomes are. Given all the potential variables it is not possible to cost such a scheme.

Notwithstanding the above, it is likely that any benchmarking scheme would be in breach 
of the freedom of movement principles of the European Treaties, particularly if it were to be 
restricted to returning Irish emigrants.

For the reasons outlined, I am not minded to provide for a relief along the lines suggested. 
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However, the Deputy will be aware of the tax package included in Budget 2015, which reduced 
the marginal rate of income tax for those on low and middle incomes, who are subject to the top 
rate of income tax. As stated previously, I believe that this change, as well as further iterations 
of this income tax reform plan, will act to make Ireland a more attractive proposition, from an 
income tax perspective, for those Irish emigrants that may wish to return home.

03/03/2015WRH01200Fiscal Policy

03/03/2015WRH01300215. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the agreed deficit targets 
that Ireland must reach in 2016, 2017 and 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9158/15]

03/03/2015WRH01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Once Ireland reduces the headline defi-
cit below 3% of GDP we will be subject to the requirements of the preventive arm of the Sta-
bility and Growth Pact (‘the Pact’). Unlike the corrective arm of the Pact which sets annual 
headline interim targets for the deficit each year until the excessive deficit procedure is lifted, 
the preventive arm does not prescribe a path for the headline or structural deficit. 

Rather, it prescribes the annual rate of change in the structural budgetary position until the 
target - the country-specific medium term (budgetary) objective (MTO) - is met. In Ireland’s 
case the MTO is a balanced budget position in structural terms. Under the preventive arm, 
the Pact requires Member States to make sufficient adjustment towards achievement of their 
respective MTO. The pace of correction in the structural budget balance must be at least 0.5 
percentage points per annum in ‘normal’ economic times. This is defined as an output gap of 
between -1.5 and +1.5 per cent of potential GDP. Depending on the cyclical conditions expe-
rienced by the economy, this requirement can be modulated in accordance with the new provi-
sions set out in the January Communication from the European Commission on ‘Making the 
best use of the flexibility within the existing Stability and Growth Pact’.

The forthcoming April 2015 Stability Programme Update will set out the implied headline 
and structural deficit paths consistent with meeting these criteria from 2016 onwards.

03/03/2015WRH01500Budget Targets

03/03/2015WRH01600216. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the date by which Ireland 
must achieve a balanced budget; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9159/15]

03/03/2015WRH01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As a member of the European Union, 
Ireland is subject to the requirements set out in the Stability and Growth Pact (SGP). One of 
these is that, until the headline deficit is reduced below 3% of GDP we will remain subject to 
the corrective arm of the SGP.

From 2016, onwards we will transit to the preventive arm of the Pact, whereby the rules 
require Member States to adjust sufficiently rapidly towards their medium term budgetary ob-
jective (MTO). For Ireland our MTO is to achieve a balanced budget in structural terms. There 
is no fixed date by which this objective must be met. Rather, the rules stipulate that we must 
deliver structural budgetary adjustment of at least 0.5 percentage point of GDP per annum until 
the MTO is achieved. 

On the basis of Budget 2015 estimates, a position of structural budget balance is projected 
to be achieved by 2018. Estimates of the structural budgetary position are based on projections 
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of potential output calculated using the harmonised methodology required by the European 
Commission.

Updated estimates of the structural budget balance will be published in the context of the 
forthcoming April 2015 Stability Programme Update.

03/03/2015WRH01800Mortgage Arrears Rate

03/03/2015WRH01900217. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance further to the Household 
Credit Market Report, published by the Central Bank of Ireland on 25 February 2015, if he will 
arrange for the county data on mortgages in default (details supplied) to be made available, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9160/15]

03/03/2015WRH02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Central Bank of 
Ireland (CBI) that the figures in Figure 11 of the Household Credit Market report, published 
on Wednesday 25 February, comes from the Central Bank’s loan level data (LLD). The Figure 
outlines the percentage of loans that were in default by county in June 2014 from the Central 
Bank LLD. This dataset provides information from a limited number of banks and as such  does 
not capture the full mortgage market.

Separately, the Residential Mortgage Arrears and Repossessions Statistics are designed to 
capture all mortgage loans secured on properties located in the Republic of Ireland. However, 
the data are provided on a national level only, no regional breakdown is available. 

I am informed by the Central Bank that as the reporting population  in the Household Credit 
market report covers only some institutions, there is a potential that commercially sensitive in-
formation could be extrapolated if total values of loans are provided. Therefore it is not possible 
to issue the total number of loans overall, and in arrears, underlying the percentages in Figure 
11 of the Household Credit Market Report.  Accordingly, the county data underlying Figure 11 
is as follows:

County Default Rate % County Default Rate %
CARLOW 14.20 LONGFORD 19.05
CAVAN 17.07 LOUTH 16.36
CLARE 12.18 MAYO 11.24
CORK 10.21 MEATH 16.97
DONEGAL 14.79 MONAGHAN 12.95
DUBLIN 11.37 OFFALY 14.70
GALWAY 11.56 ROSCOMMON 13.97
KERRY 11.68 SLIGO 12.03
KILDARE 12.39 TIPPERARY 11.34
KILKENNY 12.43 WATERFORD 13.30
LAOIS 16.25 WESTMEATH 15.21
LEITRIM 16.15 WEXFORD 13.09
LIMERICK 11.63 WICKLOW 12.33

03/03/2015WRH02100Government Deficit

03/03/2015WRH02200218. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the impact on the nominal 
deficit, and the general Government deficit, of growth in gross domestic product exceeding 
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projected levels in 2015 by 1%; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9161/15]

03/03/2015WRH02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In terms of economic growth underpin-
ning the Budget 2015 forecast, real GDP is forecast to grow at 3.9% in 2015 while nominal 
GDP, which is a recognised proxy in relation to the growth of taxes and also the denominator 
used in the deficit/GDP ratio, is forecast to grow at 5.3%.

There is no simple answer with regard to the impact of different headline growth rates on the 
deficit as the exact impact would depend on the composition of growth.  For example, growth 
driven by exports does not have as significant an impact on the public finances as domestically 
driven growth.  However, as a general rule of thumb, assuming no change in tax policy, a one 
percentage point increase in nominal GDP would be expected to yield about one percentage 
point in additional tax revenue.  An increase in nominal GDP would also increase the denomi-
nator used to calculate the deficit ratio.

Therefore, on the assumption that all of the increased revenue was used for deficit reduc-
tion with no increase in expenditure, the following table illustrates the potential results of a one 
percent point increase in GDP growth on the nominal deficit and the general government deficit 
as a percentage of GDP compared to the Budget 2015 forecasts.

 Budget 2015 1% increase in GDP growth 
 €m €m 
Tax Revenue 42,300 42,710
Underlying General Govern-
ment Balance  

-5,195 -4,785

% of GDP -2.7% -2.4%
Nominal GDP 193,475 195,375

03/03/2015WRH02400Banking Sector

03/03/2015WRH02500219. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will examine the intro-
duction of public banking, which operates on commercial principles, with the aim of maximis-
ing sustainable lending and not profits; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9168/15]

03/03/2015WRH02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Officials of my Department have met 
with representatives of the Public Banking Forum and have received presentations from them.  
While my Department is interested in the potential of the proposal from the Public Banking 
Forum, I understand that the Forum will be providing a more developed proposal to me in the 
coming weeks which can better articulate the role public banking can play in the Irish financial 
market. Following receipt of this additional information I am prepared to give the concept fur-
ther consideration.

03/03/2015WRH02700Departmental Legal Costs

03/03/2015WRH02800220. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Finance if his Department or State bod-
ies or agencies under the aegis of his Department use solicitors’ firms (details supplied); the 
amount paid to these solicitors each year from 2011 to 2014 by his Department, or State bodies 
or agencies under the aegis of his Department; the date until which his Department, or State 
bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department, is contracted to use these solicitors’ firms; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9194/15]
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03/03/2015WRH02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The information requested by the Dep-
uty is set out as follows.

Department of Finance:

A panel of three legal advisors novated from the NTMA to the Department of Finance with 
effect from 1 January 2012 and was in place until March 2014. This panel included only one of 
the solicitors firms referred to in the question. The procurement for legal advisors was carried 
out by the Banking Unit in the National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) and concluded 
in March 2011. The Banking Unit in the NTMA was seconded into the Department of Finance 
in August 2011. 

In April 2014 a new panel of 7 legal advisors was put in place following a public procure-
ment by the Department of Finance. Both firms referred to in the question are on the current 
panel. The current panel is in place for three years (with an option to extend for 1 year) and is 
subject to annual review.

The Shareholding Management Unit (which includes dealing with the State’s shareholding 
in banks within its remit) transferred from the NTMA to the Department of Finance in mid Aug 
2011.

Year Arthur Cox 
(€)

McCann FitzGerald

2011 1,373,060 Nil
2012 2,879,426.75 Not on legal panel in place.
2013 1,728,406.91 Not on legal panel in place.
2014 824,247.38 On legal panel since April 

2014 but have not been 
engaged

Comptroller and Auditor General (C & AG):

The Comptroller and Auditor General (C & AG) did not use either of these solicitors firms 
for the period in question. 

Irish Financial Services Tribunal (IFSAT):

The Irish Financial Services Tribunal (IFSAT) did not use either of these solicitors firms for 
the period in question. 

Credit Union Restructuring Board (REBO):

The Credit Union Restructuring Board (REBO) did not use Arthur Cox for the period in 
question.

There was one assignment during the period 2011-2014 with McCann Fitzgerald.  The value 
of this assignment was €3,327.50 (March 2014).  There was no contractual commitment with 
either company. 

National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA):

Information in relation to the NTMA is not to hand. I will forward it to the Deputy as soon 
as possible. 

Revenue Commissioners:
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I am advised by Revenue that fees as set out as follows were paid to Arthur Cox and Mc-
Cann FitzGerald.

Arthur Cox Insolvency/Legal 
(€)

Employment Law 
(€)

Total 
(€)

2011 2,922.15 14,616.02 17,538.17
2012 43,767.04 43,767.04
2013 37,103.66 13,478.99 50,582.65
2014 74,038.23 5,160.71 79,198.94
Total 157,831.08 33,255.72 191,086.80

 McCann FitzGerald Insolvency/Legal 
(€)

2011 28,414.52
2012 51,082.44
2013
2014 18,712.83
Total 98,209.79

I am advised by Revenue that it does not have a contractual relationship with either firm in 
respect of insolvency work; the contracts for insolvency work carried out on Revenue’s behalf 
are with insolvency practitioners. It is the insolvency practitioners who instruct the legal firms, 
with Revenue underwriting the legal fees on behalf of those practitioners.

I am advised by Revenue that in relation to employment law it contracts advice, as required, 
on particularly complex cases. 

National Asset Management Agency (NAMA):

The National Asset Management Agency (NAMA) ran a tender process in 2013 to establish 
a panel of solicitor firms to provide legal services across various legal disciplines as and when 
they are needed.  NAMA, in selecting a firm to act on its behalf for a particular piece of work, 
runs a mini-tender process between suitable panel members in order to determine which firm 
offers best value for money.  The panel (of which Arthur Cox and McCann FitzGerald are mem-
bers) will remain in place until October 2019.

The following are the details regarding total payments made to Arthur Cox and McCann 
FitzGerald solicitors.

 €  2011  2012  2013  2014  Total
Arthur Cox 1,161,824.36 1,408,388.30 1,117,634.79 1,630,520.03 5,318,367.48
McCann 
FitzGerald

1,030,954.98 1,870,000.23 2,194,576.95 2,825,207.31 7,920,739.47

 £(stg)  2011 2012 2013  2014  Total
Arthur Cox 
(Northern 
Ireland)

185,355.82 163,637.66 167,467.01 392,722.26 909,182.75
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Central Bank:

 Vendor Value of pay-
ments made (€)

- - -

2011 2012 2013 2014
McCann 
FitzGerald

1 - 1.5m 0.5 - 1m 1.5 - 2m 0.5 - 1m

Arthur Cox 0.5 - 1m 0 - 500k 0 - 500k 2.5 - 3m

For client confidentiality reasons the Central Bank does not disclose exact sums paid.

The Bank established a Framework Agreement for the Provision of Legal Services, compli-
ant with the applicable procurement legislation, which will run until 30 September 2017.  All 
routine legal services required by the Bank will be procured from this Framework Agreement.  
Arthur Cox Solicitors and McCann Fitzgerald Solicitors were among the firms appointed and 
are both on a number of panels with multiple suppliers on each.  Framework Participants may 
be awarded call-off contracts on an as needs basis under the terms of these Framework Agree-
ments, which require mini-competitions.  Accordingly being a member of a Framework Agree-
ment does not entitle either firm to be awarded business.

03/03/2015WRH03000Tax Code

03/03/2015WRH03100221. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to reduce capital 
gains tax (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9220/15]

03/03/2015WRH03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The rate of capital gains tax (CGT) is 
33% and has been increased four times since 2008 when it stood at 20%. These rate increases 
were necessary to protect the yield from CGT in the context of the required rebalancing of the 
public finances over that time. In the circumstances, increases in the taxation of capital were 
considered preferable from the point of view of the impact on the economy as compared to an 
increase in employment taxes such as income tax. The changes to income tax and to the Uni-
versal Social Charge which I announced in Budget 2015 and provided for in Finance act 2014 
will benefit taxpayers (particularly those on low and middle incomes) and businesses, generally.

As regards the details supplied with the question, CGT does not apply to the revenue from 
a business but to any chargeable gain arising from its sale or disposal after deducting the costs 
associated with its acquisition and enhancement (which costs may be adjusted to take account 
of inflation). Allowable losses may also be taken into consideration and the first €1,270 of the 
net chargeable gains in any tax year is exempt from CGT. In addition, relief from CGT may 
apply where an individual, who is at least 55 years of age, disposes of the whole or part of his 
or her business assets.

In common with all taxes, CGT is subject to on-going review, including the rate of tax and 
all reliefs and exemptions are carefully considered. However, decisions concerning changes to 
taxes, generally, are taken in the course of the Budgetary and Finance Bill process and I will 
bear the Deputy’s concerns in mind in that context.

03/03/2015WRH03300Universal Social Charge Exemptions

03/03/2015WRH03400222. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if he will reduce the rate 
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of employer universal social charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9229/15]

03/03/2015WRH03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): There is no universal social charge pay-
able by employers and thus there is no potential for a reduction in it.

03/03/2015WRH03600Mortgage Arrears Rate

03/03/2015WRH03700223. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of primary dwell-
ing homes in mortgage arrears, and in mortgage arrears for over 90 days, by county. [9239/15]

03/03/2015WRH03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Central Bank of 
Ireland (CBI) that the CBI’s Residential Mortgage Arrears and Repossession Statistics are pub-
lished quarterly. The last publication was for end-Q3 2014 and is available here: http://www.
centralbank.ie/polstats/stats/mortgagearrears/Documents/2014q3_ie_mortgage_arrears_statis-
tics.pdf.

The Residential Mortgage Arrears and Repossessions Statistics are collected from a large 
number of reporting institutions and are designed to capture all mortgage loans secured on 
properties located in the Republic of Ireland. The data are provided on a national level only, no 
regional breakdown is available. 

The figures in Figure 11 of the Household Credit Market report, published on Wednes-
day, comes from the Central Bank’s loan level data (LLD). The Figure outlines the percentage 
of loans that were in default by county in June 2014 from the Central Bank LLD. I am informed 
by the Central Bank that this dataset provides information from a limited number of banks. It 
does not capture the full mortgage market, as in the Residential Mortgage Arrears and Repos-
sessions Statistics.

The monthly mortgage arrears and restructures data published by my own Department 
is collected from the six main lenders, ACC, AIB, Bank of Ireland, KBC, Ulster Bank and 
PTSB, also on a national level and consequently no regional breakdown of this data is available.

03/03/2015WRH03900Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

03/03/2015WRH04000224. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance his plans to review the dis-
abled drivers and disabled passengers scheme, given the view of the Ombudsman that the cri-
teria of the scheme may be discriminatory; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9240/15]

03/03/2015WRH04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am aware that the Ombudsman wrote 
to the Secretary General of my Department and made comments regarding the eligibility cri-
teria of the Disabled Driver and Disabled Passengers Scheme.  The Ombudsman did not say 
that the criteria were discriminatory but that in his opinion they were narrowly focused and 
prescriptive.

The Scheme and qualifying criteria were designed specifically for those with severe physi-
cal disabilities and are, therefore, necessarily precise.

The Scheme represents a significant tax expenditure. Between the Vehicle Registration Tax 
and VAT foregone, and the assistance with fuel costs used by members of the Scheme, based on 
provisional figures the Scheme represented a cost of €48.6 million to the Exchequer in 2014, an 
increase of €5.1 million on the 2013 cost. This figure does not include the revenue foregone to 
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the Local Government Fund in the respect of the relief from Motor Tax provided to members 
of the Scheme. 

I recognise the important role that the Scheme plays in expanding the mobility of citizens 
with disabilities, and I have managed to maintain the relief at current levels throughout the cri-
sis despite the requirement for significant fiscal consolidation. However, in the still challenging 
fiscal environment and given the scale and scope of the Scheme, I have no plans to expand the 
medical criteria beyond those currently provided for in the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Pas-
sengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 1994.

03/03/2015WRH04200Banking Sector Regulation

03/03/2015WRH04300225. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Finance when he expects legislation to 
protect all mortgage holders, including those of unregulated entities, or so-called vulture funds, 
to be brought forward; if the legislation will apply retrospectively to mortgage holders, in par-
ticular to customers of the liquidated Irish Bank Resolution Corporation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9249/15]

03/03/2015WRH04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Consumer Protection (Regulation 
of Credit Servicing Firms) Bill 2015 was published in January and second stage of the Bill was 
taken in the Dáil on 4 February. Since then, my officials have been in contact with the Central 
Bank and with the Office of the Attorney General to further progress the legislation. It remains 
my intention to ensure that borrowers whose loans are sold by a regulated entity to a currently 
unregulated entity maintain the same protections as they had prior to the sale. The Bill will 
continue its progress through the legislative process and I look forward to further discussion of 
the Bill at Committee Stage.

The legislation is not retrospective. However, it will apply to all loans as defined, regardless 
of when they were acquired, thus capturing loan books that have already been sold. A similar 
approach was used in 2013 in relation to debt management firms.

03/03/2015WRH04500Mortgage to Rent Scheme Eligibility

03/03/2015WRH04600226. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance regarding mortgage-to-rent ar-
rangements currently being dealt with by the financial institutions, if he will raise the valuation 
level from €220,000 to €300,000 as many families who were approved for this scheme have 
now found themselves ineligible as a result of rising house prices. [9390/15]

03/03/2015WRH04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The administration of the Mortgage 
To Rent (MTR) scheme falls under the responsibility of Mr Alan Kelly TD, Minister for the 
Environment, Community and Local Government.  I have no role in setting the valuation of 
properties for the MTR Scheme. All MTR operators are bound by the existing MTR Scheme 
introduced by the Minister for the Environment in response to a recommendation in the Keane 
Report (2011).

03/03/2015WRJ00200Coastal Protection

03/03/2015WRJ00300227. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
funding will be provided to protect the road and coastline from storm damage in an area (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8794/15]
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03/03/2015WRJ00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): The Government Decision referred to by the Deputy allocated total funding of 
up to €19.6m for the repair of existing coastal protection and flood defences damaged in the 
severe weather in late 2013 and early 2014 based on submissions made by the relevant local au-
thorities to the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government. The local 
authorities submitted to the Office of Public Works (OPW) programmes of repair works setting 
out how they intended to spend their allocations. Kerry County Council’s (KCC) programme of 
works did not include for works at Kilshannig and as a result there is no specific provision for 
works at this location in the sum allocated to KCC under the Government Decision.

Of the allocation of up to €19.6m, a total of €7,675,195 has been paid to local authorities to 
date of foot of their draw down applications. The OPW understands that local authorities are 
continuing to progress projects on their programmes of repair works and it is expected that the 
balance of the allocation of €19.6m will be drawn down in full by them during 2015. KCC has 
so far drawn down €1,206,275 of the total of €1,226,920 allocated to it based on its programme 
of repair works.  Some flexibility is allowed to each local authority in relation to possible re-al-
location of funding to projects on its programme of works, subject to the overall sum allocated 
to it in the Government Decision not being exceeded.

03/03/2015WRJ00500Heritage Sites

03/03/2015WRJ00600228. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
lease in place between the Office of Public Works and the Arts for Peace Foundation relative 
to Durrow Abbey, County Offaly; the amount charged by the State each year; if €250,000 has 
been sanctioned as a grant to restore parts of Durrow Abbey; if so, the amount that has been 
drawn down, and the work concerned; the agreements in place between the foundation and the 
office for certain works to be undertaken by the office; if these works have been completed; 
the purpose of the meeting with the office, persons (details supplied), and the foundation held 
on 4 November 2010; the instructions given by the office to the architect at this meeting; if the 
minutes of this meeting will be provided to this Deputy; if he will confirm the nature of the 
stipulations for the drawdown of the €250,000, as set out at a further meeting in November 
2012; if the minutes of the meeting of 16 November 2012 will be provided to this Deputy; if 
the Chief State Solicitor’s office advised the Office of Public Works and the Minister, relative to 
the meeting of 16 November 2012; if he will confirm the Government commitments that were 
provided to the foundation from the very outset of this proposal; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [8905/15]

03/03/2015WRJ00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): On 21 May 2007 a 99 year full repair and insure lease on Durrow Abbey House 
was agreed by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Arts 
for Peace Foundation at a peppercorn rate (€10 annual rent).  This requires the Foundation, as 
lessee, to carry out all internal and external repairs/maintenance to the fabric of Durrow Abbey. 
The development of the Foundation’s objectives in relation to Durrow Abbey was not condi-
tional on funding, being provided by the State.

I am advised by the Commissioners of Public Works that the further questions raised by 
the Deputy relate to matters on which they are currently awaiting the legal advice sought.  On 
receipt of the legal advice the Commissioners will revert to the Deputy.

03/03/2015WRJ00800Flood Relief Schemes
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03/03/2015WRJ00900229. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if the Office of Public Works has inspected the works carried out at Killaan, Woodlawn, Bal-
linasloe, County Galway, to determine if they are in line with what was committed to in the 
funding of €15,000; if, arising from these works, the office can confirm that the original issue 
of flooding at this location has been resolved; if the concerns expressed by a person (details 
supplied) have been dealt with; if the office will provide a full report on the work carried out, 
and what further work is required to deal with any remaining problems; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [8909/15]

03/03/2015WRJ01000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): The flood mitigation works at Woodlawn, Ballinasloe referred to in the Question 
were carried out by Galway County Council (GCC) with the aid of funding of €13,500 provided 
by the Office of Public Works ( OPW), representing 90% of the estimated cost of the works of 
€15,000.

The funding was provided to GCC on foot of an application it made under the OPW Minor 
Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme for works to alleviate local flooding 
of a public road and one dwelling. The application was approved on the basis that it met the 
criteria for the minor works scheme and was cost beneficial. The purpose of this administrative 
Scheme is to provide funding to local authorities to enable them to carry out small scale works 
to address localised flooding problems in their areas. Funding of up to 90% of the estimated cost 
of the works is available subject to specific eligibility criteria including a requirement that any 
measures are cost beneficial. The scheme’s criteria are published on the OPW website, www.
opw.ie.  The scheme is not available for repair of damaged infrastructure or for maintenance 
of existing flood defence or coastal protection assets. A local authority may apply to the OPW 
for support under the scheme having regard to those eligibility criteria.  Application forms are 
available on the OPW’s website under Flood Risk Management and decisions are made having 
regard to the overall availability of funding for flood risk management. The identification of 
the appropriate mitigation measures in each case and the implementation of those measures is 
entirely a matter for the local authorities. 

Payment of the OPW funding is conditional on a Director of Services in the local authority 
certifying that specific conditions have been complied with, including that the works for which 
the funding was provided have been completed. While the OPW carries out random audits of 
works undertaken by local authorities for which a certificate of completion has been submitted 
it did not do so in the case of the works at Woodlawn. 

Arising from concerns expressed by the property owner referred to by the Deputy, the OPW 
understands that the works carried out by GCC at Woodlawn were less extensive than those 
proposed in its application for funding.

Further to the property owner’s concerns, GCC commissioned independent experts to carry 
out an assessment of the flood mitigation works that had been completed and the need for fur-
ther works. The experts report concluded that the completed works had substantially reduced 
the risk of flooding to the property. The report also concluded that while additional works could 
be carried out that would further improve flood protection for the property, these would involve 
underpinning Woodlawn Bridge and these works would not be cost beneficial. It also pointed 
out that there would be significant constraints on the carrying out of works to the bridge due to 
the environmental sensitivity of the channel at that location.

The OPW is satisfied, based on the conclusions of the independent, expert report  that the 
works carried out by GCC have significantly reduced the risk of flooding to the property in 
question and have achieved value for money.  The OPW concurs with the findings of the inde-
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pendent report that any additional works to further improve flood protection for this property 
would not be cost beneficial.

GCC has indicated that it does not intend to undertake any further works at this location. 

03/03/2015WRJ01100Departmental Properties

03/03/2015WRJ01200230. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when a 
full and comprehensive reply will issue to a group (details supplied) in County Mayo; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9350/15]

03/03/2015WRJ01300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): I understand that the Office of Public Works have been engaging locally with 
interested parties in order to progress the matter.  

The Commissioners recently requested a review of the conveyancing proposal in terms of 
the specific boundary issues to be resolved and in relation to establishing a valuation of the 
transactions involved in the proposal.

The Commissioners will respond to the Chairperson of  An tSean Bheairic, Bangor Erris as 
soon as these matters have been fully considered over the coming weeks.

03/03/2015WRJ01400Flood Prevention Measures

03/03/2015WRJ01500231. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will have the bridge at Barrack Street, Castleisland, County Kerry, over the river Maine investi-
gated, as there is an impediment with a sewer service pipe blocking the flow of water in times of 
flood and it is causing high water levels in the river, posing high risk to the properties adjacent 
to the river; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8861/15]

03/03/2015WRJ01600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Simon 
Harris): There is no change in the position as outlined to the Deputy in my reply to Question 
No. 240 of 2 December 2014.  While Castleisland is within the River Maine catchment which 
is maintained as part of the arterial drainage responsibilities of the Office of Public Works, the 
public road bridge at Barrack Street, Castleisland, is the responsibility of the Local Authority 
and the sewer pipe mentioned is the responsibility of Irish Water.

03/03/2015WRJ01700Pension Provisions

03/03/2015WRJ01800232. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
a person (details supplied) in County Roscommon will have a pension entitlement processed; 
the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8901/15]

03/03/2015WRJ01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): PeoplePoint 
is the HR and Pensions Administration Shared Service for the Civil Service. It was established 
in March 2013 and currently provides services to employees across 21 Civil Service organisa-
tions. Once all remaining in-scope organisations transition, PeoplePoint will provide services 
across 38 organisations.

PeoplePoint began calculating retirement benefits and instructing the Pay Master General 
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(PMG) in the Department of Finance to make pension payments on 15 April 2013. Since then, 
PeoplePoint has processed more than 3,000 retirement cases.  

When setting up a pension benefit for a scheme member all relevant information needs to be 
available to ensure that benefits are calculated correctly. In the exceptional circumstances where 
the period of service pre-dates the personnel system and there is no personnel file to hand, de-
tails have to be collated manually and checked for completeness and accuracy. 

PeoplePoint is aware of the potential impact of any delay on employees or former employ-
ees therefore all steps are taken to expedite the collection of the information. Once all the rel-
evant details are verified, PeoplePoint can calculate and issue details of the member’s benefits. 

PeoplePoint has confirmed that the person in question has been contacted directly and this 
issue has been addressed. All employees using PeoplePoint who are experiencing delays with 
obtaining the information they need are welcome to contact PeoplePoint as soon as possible at 
Pensions@peoplepoint.ie or 076 107 1000 to discuss the reasons for the delay.

03/03/2015WRJ02000Public Sector Reform Implementation

03/03/2015WRJ02100233. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding the Civil Service; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [8978/15]

03/03/2015WRJ02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I launched the 
Civil Service Renewal Plan along with the Taoiseach on 30 October last.  The Plan outlines 25 
practical actions that will create a more unified, professional, responsive, open and accountable 
Civil Service that can provide a world-class service to the State and to the people of Ireland.  
Work has commenced on the implementation of the Plan which is being overseen by the newly-
formed Civil Service Management Board. The Plan is available on my Department’s website on 
http://www.per.gov.ie/civil-service-renewal/. The Government has no current plans for restruc-
turing Government Departments.

03/03/2015WRJ02300Departmental Staff Recruitment

03/03/2015WRJ02400234. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a 
person (details supplied) in County Leitrim, who was successful in obtaining a position via the 
Public Appointments Service, category specialist higher open, Office of Government Procure-
ment, may obtain a position based in the proposed new office in County Sligo as opposed to a 
Dublin based office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8995/15]

03/03/2015WRJ02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Positions for 
the Category Specialist Higher Open competition, which was run by the Public Appointments 
Service are location specific and are awarded by order of merit. I understand that the individual 
concerned has been in contact with the HR Unit in my Department and any further queries in 
relation to this matter should be followed up by the individual with them accordingly.

03/03/2015WRJ02600Freedom of Information Remit

03/03/2015WRJ02700235. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
the Freedom of Information Acts will apply to EirGrid; and if he will make a statement on the 



3 March 2015

61

matter. [9000/15]

03/03/2015WRJ02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Section 1(3)
(b) of the FOI Act 2014 provides that in respect of a body that was not subject to FOI under the 
1997 Act but is subject to FOI under the new Act, the Act will come into operation 6 months 
following enactment or on such later date, not later than 12 months from enactment, as the Min-
ister may by order appoint.  The FOI Bill was enacted on 14 October 2014.  

The decision to apply FOI in respect of the network functions of EirGrid was made during 
the progress of the Bill through the Oireachtas.  I concluded, having consulted with my Gov-
ernment colleagues, that the rationale for excluding commercial state bodies generally from 
FOI, on account of the potential adverse impact on their commercial position in a competitive 
market, did not apply  to the network utilities to the same extent as they operate in a monopoly 
market. 

Subsequently, EirGrid sought an extension in relation to this lead-in period on the basis 
that they had received significantly less advance notice that they were to be made subject to 
FOI than other bodies who were being made subject to FOI for the first time under the new Act.  
Having considered the business case submitted carefully, I have agreed that the maximum lead-
in time provided for under the Act for the application of FOI could be allowed in respect of Eir-
Grid to allow them sufficient time to make the necessary administrative arrangements required.  

My decision as set out above will require a Ministerial Order before it comes into effect.  I 
intend, therefore, to make the Order shortly to provide that FOI will apply to EirGrid with effect 
from 14 October 2015.

03/03/2015WRJ02900Public Sector Staff Sick Leave

03/03/2015WRJ03000236. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will clarify the situation regarding the revised sick leave arrangements for public servants, and 
the consequences for a person who is on certified sick leave for over 92 days; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9025/15]

03/03/2015WRJ03100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Under the Pub-
lic Service Sick Leave Scheme, which came into effect for the generality of the Public Service 
on 31st March 2014 and for the Education Sector on 1 September 2014, public servants have 
access to the following paid sick leave:

- a maximum of 92 days (3 months) on full pay in a rolling one year period;

- followed by a maximum of 91 days (3 months) on half pay;

- subject to a maximum of 183 days (6 months) paid sick leave in a rolling four year period.

In addition, public servants may be awarded Temporary Rehabilitation Remuneration (TRR) 
where they have exhausted their access to paid sick leave and there is a reasonable prospect of 
them returning to work and providing regular and effective service.  TRR is paid at the same 
rate at which an ill health retirement pension would be.

In order to provide support to public servants who suffer from a critical illness or injury, 
under the Critical Illness Protocol the Scheme provides - in exceptional circumstances - for up 
to 365 days’ paid sick leave in a four year period (comprising 183 days on full pay in a rolling 
one year period, followed by 182 days on half pay).
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03/03/2015WRJ03200Departmental Properties

03/03/2015WRJ03300237. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
Office of Public Works will provide a copy of an agreement signed between persons (details 
supplied) and the office in the 1980s regarding entitlement to traverse a bridge. [9040/15]

03/03/2015WRJ03400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): The bridge in question was constructed by the Office of Public Works (OPW) as 
part of the Corrib-Mask-Robe Arterial Drainage Scheme under the powers given to the Com-
missioners of Public Works in Ireland by the Arterial Drainage Act 1945.  There was no require-
ment for any agreement to be signed by the relevant landowners, and the OPW is not aware of 
any signed agreement in this case.

I understand that the person named by the Deputy is the owner of the lands on both sides of 
the bridge and should, de facto, be entitled to traverse the bridge.

03/03/2015WRJ03500Departmental Legal Costs

03/03/2015WRJ03600238. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if his 
Department, or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department, use solicitors firms 
(details supplied); the amount paid to these solicitors each year from 2011 to 2014 by his De-
partment, or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department; the date until which his 
Department, or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department, are contracted to use 
these solicitors’ firms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9199/15]

03/03/2015WRJ03700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to 
the Deputy’s question I can confirm that my Department availed of the services of Arthur Cox 
Solicitors amounting to €14,203.55 in 2011, £4,800.00 in 2012 and €6,150.00 in 2013. There 
were no payments made to this firm in 2014 and all contracts were closed in the same year the 
services were provided.

Similarly, my Department availed of the services of McCann Fitzgerald Solicitors in 2014 
amounting to €30,755.00 and the contract was closed in the same year.

The purpose of each contract was legal advice, with the exception of Arthur Cox Solicitors 
in 2012 which was for procurement training.

The Office of Public Works will revert directly to the Deputy with details of their contracts 
with the above mentioned companies.

03/03/2015WRJ03800Climate Change Policy

03/03/2015WRJ03900239. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform in 
view of the fact that the Environmental Protection Agency has conceded that Ireland will fail to 
achieve its binding EU 2020 greenhouse gas reduction target by as much as 15%, the financial 
contingency planning he is putting in place to cover this eventuality; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9222/15]

03/03/2015WRJ04000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): At the outset I 
would like to clarify for the Deputy that the Department of Environment, Community and Local 
Government is the lead Department on climate policy.
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The Department of Environment, Community and Local Government advise that Ireland is 
on course to comply with the annual mitigation (emissions reduction) targets under the 2009 
EU Effort-Sharing Decision (406/2009/EC) in respect of the first half of the 2013 to 2020 com-
pliance period.  There will, however, be a significant compliance challenge in respect of the 
years 2017 to 2020 as flagged by the EPA in their recent annual publication on Greenhouse Gas 
Projections. 

The Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government is aware of this 
challenge and is undertaking actions such as the development of a low carbon plan - the Na-
tional Mitigation Plan.  The first iteration of the Plan will place particular focus on identifying 
measures to address challenges arising in the period 2017 to 2020.

As the Deputy is aware, the Comprehensive Expenditure Report 2015 - 2017 sets out three 
year expenditure ceilings for each Ministerial Vote Group. Spending decisions have to be taken 
within these expenditure ceilings and the new fiscal structures put in place at a European level 
through the reforms to the Stability and Growth Pact.

03/03/2015WRJ04100Sale of Aer Lingus

03/03/2015WRJ04200240. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if existing Irish and European Union fiscal rules, such as the expenditure benchmark or fiscal 
treaty debt and deficit rules or any other policy or legal commitment to the European Union 
institutions would restrict the use of any proceeds from the sale of State assets, such as Aer Lin-
gus, from being used to fund current or capital expenditure, and would require the Government 
to divert such proceeds exclusively or primarily into reducing Government debt. [9255/15]

03/03/2015WRJ04300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): One key con-
sideration in any decision about the use of the proceeds from the sale of State assets is the 
potential impact on the General Government Balance, which is calculated in accordance with 
Eurostat rules on General Government accounting.

Under these rules, cash received by the Exchequer from the sale of State assets is classi-
fied as either a financial transaction or a non-financial transaction, depending on the nature of 
the asset and the transaction in question.  The sale of shares or equity held by Government is 
a direct sale of a financial asset and would be classified as a financial transaction.  A financial 
transaction is not deemed to be revenue or expenditure and does not impact on the General 
Government Balance.

Accordingly, a sale of the Government’s shares in Aer Lingus would be recorded in the 
General Government accounts as a financial transaction, and the General Government Balance 
would not be improved by receipt of the sale proceeds.  An increase in voted expenditure, for 
example, on foot of the proceeds would have a negative impact on the General Government bal-
ance.  However, if the use of the proceeds were classified as a financial transaction, then neither 
the receipt nor use of the proceeds would impact on the General Government Balance.

03/03/2015WRJ04400Flood Prevention Measures

03/03/2015WRJ04500241. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
provide an update on the Office of Public Works progress on flood relief and defences at a loca-
tion (details supplied) in County Galway. [9333/15]
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03/03/2015WRJ04600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): As indicated in my replies to previous Questions on this subject, the Office of 
Public Works (OPW) has submitted the proposals for the Clare River (Claregalway) scheme 
for statutory approval by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, as required by the 
Arterial Drainage Acts. 

In order to comply with the requirements of SI 469 and SI 470 of 2012, the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER) engaged experts to carry out an independent review as 
part of its assessment of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) of the Scheme proposals. 
The report of the independent review was recently received by DPER and this raises a number 
of matters for clarification and some additional information requirements necessary to enable 
the adequacy of the EIS to be fully assessed. The OPW is currently considering the report.

Pending completion of DPER’s assessment and approval of the Scheme by the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform, it is not possible to say when construction works will com-
mence.  However, the OPW remains committed to carrying out the scheme and has provided 
for its cost in its multi-annual capital expenditure profiles to 2017.

03/03/2015WRJ04700Departmental Funding

03/03/2015WRJ04800242. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
funding initiatives available from his Department for distilleries; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [8813/15]

03/03/2015WRJ04900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Enterprise Ire-
land provides investment to distilleries in the form of expansion, R&D, Management Develop-
ment and Competitiveness Improvement supports. In addition to any direct jobs created, there 
is a large number of construction jobs involved as well as ongoing tourism activity arising from 
Visitor Centres often being situated beside distilleries.  Each distillery investment is considered 
by Enterprise Ireland on a case by case basis regarding its merits, the viability of the business 
and the return to the economy.  Enterprise Ireland (EI) currently has a number of High Poten-
tial Start-Up (HPSU) distillery projects under consideration.  Feasibility funding has also been 
given to a number of promoters to assist them in developing business propositions.

The Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) are the first-stop-shop for the provision of a range of 
financial and non-financial supports to help enterprises at start-up or during business expan-
sion phases. It should be noted, though, that the LEOs generally only grant assist enterprises in 
the manufacturing or internationally traded services sector, which over time can develop into 
strong export entities.  In addition, any business can use the LEOs as a gateway to accessing 
finance from Micro Finance Ireland (MFI), which offers support in the form of loans of up to 
€25,000 to start-up, newly established or growing microenterprises employing less than 10 
people with viable business propositions. The Fund available to MFI has a significant entrepre-
neurship focus and is open to anyone with a viable business proposal. Applications for the Mi-
crofinance Fund should be channelled through the local LEO. Further information can be found 
on the LEO website at www.localenterprise.ie.  Businesses can also access the online search 
tool for SME business supports that was launched last May. The Supporting SMEs Online Tool 
is a cross-governmental initiative to help Irish start-ups and small businesses navigate the range 
of Government business supports for which they could be eligible.

03/03/2015WRK00150Farm Safety



3 March 2015

65

03/03/2015WRK00200243. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
the installation of safety seats will be considered as acceptable for younger passengers on farm 
vehicles; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9287/15]

03/03/2015WRK00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Health 
and Safety Authority Code of Practice on Preventing Accidents to Children and Young Persons 
in Agriculture prohibits children under the age of 14 from riding on agricultural machines in-
cluding agricultural trailers unless a risk assessment shows it to be safe to do so.

Farmers must prepare a Safety Statement to comply with Section 20 of the Safety, Health 
and Welfare at Work Act, 2005. It must be based on an identification of the hazards and an as-
sessment of the risks, so as to ensure their own safety and that of other persons in the workplace 
(e.g. children or young persons assisting in work activities).

However, the Code provides that children between the ages of 7 and 16 may ride on a tractor 
provided the tractor is fitted with a properly designed and fitted passenger seat (with seat belts) 
inside a safety cab or frame.

It is important to always remember that farms are workplaces.  Most fatal accidents involv-
ing children on farms occur as a result of their straying into areas where work is taking place. A 
relaxed approach to the presence of children in and around farm vehicles and the normalisation 
of such activity can be a contributing factor in increasing the risk of fatalities.

03/03/2015WRK00350Local Enterprise Offices

03/03/2015WRK00400244. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
budget and job creation targets for the local enterprise office in County Longford for the years 
2011 to 2014, inclusive; the targets for 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[8773/15]

03/03/2015WRK00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Local 
Enterprise Office (LEO) Longford replaced the County Enterprise Board (CEB) for Longford 
on 15 April 2014 to become the first-stop-shop for micro- and small-enterprise development 
within the County.

Enterprise Ireland (EI) is responsible for allocating budgets to individual LEOs for both 
current administration and capital requirements.  Details of the budget allocations for LEO 
Longford for the years from 2011 to 2014 are set out in the table below.  The Deputy is asked to 
note that the Budget allocations for the years from 2012 to 2014 include additional allocations 
that were made to LEO Longford arising from additional funding that became available from 
savings within the Department’s Vote during the year. In addition, the allocation to the LEO 
Longford in 2014 includes funding of €56,000 under the Ireland’s Best Young Entrepreneur 
competition (IBYE).

In 2014, enterprises supported by LEO Longford created 206 new jobs (134 full time and 72 
other time). However, when job losses among LEO clients are taken into account the net effect 
was the creation of 75 jobs (74 full time and 1 other time). At the end of 2014, there were 899 
persons (680 full time and 219 other time) employed in 222 enterprises supported by Longford 
LEO.

Formal job creation targets were not a feature of the operation of the CEBs prior to dissolu-
tion. However, one of the major elements of the reform of the CEB structure that I implemented 
was the development of a set of rigorous performance metrics for the LEOs. 
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The LEO Longford is expected to develop specific targets for these metrics, in conjunction 
with EI, as part of its annual Local Enterprise Development Plan (LEDP) for 2015. The LEDP 
for Longford for 2015 is currently being prepared and it is expected that the Plan and associated 
targets will be available through the local enterprise website at www.localenterprise.ie shortly.

Year LEO/CEB Budget Allocation
2014 LEO Longford/Longford CEB €647,430
2013 Longford CEB €817,636
2012 Longford CEB €666,075
2011 Longford CEB €605,764

03/03/2015WRK00550Job Creation

03/03/2015WRK00600245. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
plans to create manufacturing jobs in County Longford; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [8774/15]

03/03/2015WRK00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Strategy 
for the Manufacturing Sector, which I commissioned, and which was published in April 2013, 
identified that an additional 20,000 jobs can be created in the sector by 2016.  A complemen-
tary report on the skills needs for the sector, which I had commissioned at the same time, was 
published by the Expert Group on Future Skills Needs and Forfás, and it identified a series of 
actions to enhance skills in the sector.

Arising from the Manufacturing Strategy and the Skills Report, there are now a range of 
initiatives in hand by relevant Agencies to drive the 2016 target, with key actions from both 
reports having been incorporated into the Action Plans for Jobs (APJ) for 2013,  2014 and 2015.  
Developing manufacturing was adopted as a Disruptive Reform  in the APJ and one of the key 
actions is the delivery of a National Step Change initiative to strengthen Ireland’s manufactur-
ing base across all firms engaged in manufacturing i.e. small and medium-sized firms and larger 
multi-nationals, particularly in higher-value sub sectors such as chemicals, pharmaceuticals, 
medical devices and food. In addition, a wide range of training and educational initiatives 
are underway by the relevant providers, such as Skillnets.  Other actions include encouraging 
entrepreneurship, supporting start-up activity, further improving our skills base, assisting our 
businesses to grow, improving access to finance by SMEs and developing and deepening op-
portunities from global investment. 

The Strategy does not identify specific locations around the country for the expansion of 
the sector.  However, a particularly attractive feature of manufacturing in Ireland is the fact that 
many of the present jobs are not in the main urban areas, but dispersed into regional locations, 
thereby providing a valuable employment focus in areas where alternative jobs are scarce. The 
further development of the sector will, of course, build on this key feature.  However it would 
be a mistake to concentrate on a specific sector to drive job creation in a particular county.  IDA 
Ireland, Enterprise Ireland and the Local Enterprise Office (LEO) work with companies in all 
sectors and Longford can benefit from the supports offered by those bodies.  

I am very conscious of the difficulty in attracting new industry to the regional centres. For 
this reason I have initiated the development of new Regional Strategies, to be rolled out this 
year, starting with the Midlands region.  I am hopeful that this new approach will help to rein-
vigorate the industrial base of areas which are away from the main urban centres. 

The Government is committed to strong job creation in all regions of the country. This 
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policy is already working - for example the Midlands Region, which includes County Long-
ford, has seen its unemployment rate reduced from 19.5%  in Quarter 3 2011, shortly after this 
Government took office, to 13.1% at the end of last year, with 12,000 additional jobs in place 
there. Employment in Enterprise Ireland supported companies in Longford is up 17% since this 
Government has come in to office and I anticipate that the Regional Strategy will seek to build 
on that progress. While the current unemployment rate is still unacceptably high, the numbers 
on the Live Register have fallen by 18% since this Government came into office. It illustrates 
the significant progress which the Government has achieved and I am confident that the trend 
will continue downwards.

03/03/2015WRK00750IDA Site Visits

03/03/2015WRK00800246. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of Industrial Development Agency sponsored visits that took place in Ballinasloe, 
County Galway, between 2011 and 2014; the number of agency supported companies in Bal-
linasloe between 2011 and 2014; the agency’s plans to encourage job creation in Ballinasloe; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [8862/15]

03/03/2015WRK00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am informed 
by IDA Ireland that in the four year period 2011 to 2014 inclusive, there has been a total of 87 
IDA Ireland sponsored site visits by potential investors to County Galway.  The number of site 
visits paid in each of the years in question is set out in the tabular statement.  For reasons of cli-
ent confidentiality and commercial sensitivity, such as the potential impact on future property 
transactions, it is prudent to provide details of such visits on a county by county basis only.

In respect of Ballinasloe, there is currently one IDA client company, Aptar, which manu-
factures cosmetic dispensing systems.  Aptar is based in the IDA Business & Technology Park, 
where the other major tenant is Creagh Medical, an Enterprise Ireland medical technology com-
pany.  They occupy 65,000 ft² and 29,000 ft² facilities respectively.  Across its range of overseas 
offices, IDA Ireland actively markets the remaining available land on the park , approximately 
24 acres, for new investment.  

IDA also works closely with the private property sector to influence the provision of appro-
priate and cost effective solutions suitable for mobile FDI opportunities and markets appropri-
ate existing private sector buildings.  IDA is actively marketing the former AT Cross building in 
Ballinasloe which is a c. 20,000 ft² facility on a 10 acre site with an existing Planning Permis-
sion for c. 54,000 ft² facility with a c. 9-mth construction time frame.  IDA also actively markets 
another c. 25,000 ft² building in Ballinasloe.  From an FDI promotion perspective these are both 
very attractive and appropriate properties.

County Galway has had particular success in recent years in terms of attracting inward 
investment particularly in the areas of Medical Technologies and ICT. The 2014 Annual Em-
ployment Survey shows that there are 63 IDA Ireland client companies in Galway (City and 
County) an increase from 2011 when the corresponding figure was 60. These companies em-
ploy over 13,800 people in full and part time employment.  In the four year period from 2011 
to 2014, almost 5,000 new jobs were created in IDA Ireland client companies in Galway ( City 
and County).

As a Government, we are determined to ensure that every region in the country will benefit 
from recovery and we recently announced details of the Action Plan for Jobs-Regional initia-
tive which will seek to maximise the strengths and assets of each region to support enterprise 
growth and job creation.  The objective is that six Regional Action Plans will be launched by 
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July, with two remaining Strategies in development at that stage.  

Additionally the Government will provide up to €250 million over five years in additional 
capital funding to support regional enterprise development.  This includes the roll out of a five 
year, €150 million property investment programme by IDA Ireland to attract foreign direct in-
vestment into the regions.  This programme will build on the recent investment by the Agency 
in a number of advance manufacturing facilities in regional locations.  A further sum of up to 
€100 million will be available to Enterprise Ireland to support enterprises in the regions to start-
up, grow and export, thereby creating more jobs in regional locations.

Last week I also launched IDA Ireland’s new strategy for the 5 year period 2015 to 2019.  In 
that Strategy the Agency set itself a target of winning 900 investments over the 5 year period of 
increasing increase the level of investments won into in each region by between 30% and 40% 
during the lifetime of the strategy. 

To date this year there have been two significant announcements for County Galway. Apple 
announced last week that it is to invest €850 million in a data centre to be built and located 
in Derrydonell near Athenry, Co. Galway.  The new centre will be the company’s largest data 
centre project in Europe, providing 300 jobs during its multiple phases.  In January Zimmer, a 
worldwide leader in musculoskeletal health care, announced that it will invest over €50m and 
create up to 250 new manufacturing jobs over the next 5 years as it expands its footprint in Ire-
land in its new facility in Oranmore, Co. Galway.  I look forward to continuing investment and 
job announcements for county Galway and the West region during the year. 

Table showing the number of IDA sponsored site visits by potential Investors to Coun-
ty Galway (incl. Galway City) in each of the years 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014
Number of site 
visits

35 18 15 19

03/03/2015WRK00950Action Plan for Jobs

03/03/2015WRK01000247. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if the 
new Action Plan for Jobs: Regional will specifically target towns like Ballinasloe, County Gal-
way, in need of urgent investment; his plans to secure such investment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [8863/15]

03/03/2015WRK01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The aim of the 
Action Plan for Jobs is to help enterprises to create employment in all regions of the country.  
The latest Quarterly National Household Survey figures form the CSO show that employment 
has increased nationally by over 89,000 since the start of the Action Plan process in 2012.  
However, not all regions are yet fully experiencing the benefits of economic recovery. That is 
why the Government is placing an increased emphasis on supporting jobs growth in the regions.  
Last month, the Government announced details of the Action Plan for Jobs: Regional initia-
tive which will seek to maximise the strengths and assets of each region to support enterprise 
growth and job creation.  The Regional Action Plans will identify specific measures that can be 
taken to help each region to realise its economic potential, with a view to increasing the number 
of people at work in the region.

My objective is that six Regional Action Plans, including one for the West region, will be 
launched by July, with two remaining Plans in development at that stage.  
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It is not intended that Regional Action Plans will target every individual town for job cre-
ation or investment but, rather, that these plans will identify measures that can be taken to 
enable the region as a whole to build on its competitive strengths and increase the number of 
people at work the region.

  In launching the Action Plan for Jobs: Regional  initiative, I also announced that new fund-
ing of up to €250 million will be made available over the next five years to support job creation 
through enterprise growth in the regions.  This includes €150 million for an IDA property in-
vestment programme to attract foreign direct investment into the regions, and €100 million to 
Enterprise Ireland to support indigenous enterprises to start up, grow and export. 

  As part of IDA’s capital investment programme, a total of nine locations were identified 
in the recent announcement as headline investments to occur in the period 2015-2017; these 
investments include facilities at Galway and Castlebar within the West Region. 

The Enterprise Ireland funds will be distributed through three new competitive calls which 
will be announced by Enterprise Ireland over the coming months.  The first of these calls will 
focus on community-driven enterprise initiatives, the second will focus on new ideas emerging 
from the Local Enterprise Offices and a third, broader, competitive regional call will support 
significant projects or initiatives to improve enterprise capability in the region.  Funding will 
be allocated to the best ideas across the regions.  Tangible jobs impact, enterprise start-up and 
scaling are amongst the criteria against which applications will be measured.  Innovative col-
laborations among different regional agencies or stakeholders will also be favourably weighted.

03/03/2015WRK01150Trade Missions

03/03/2015WRK01200248. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
his Government, during the Ministers’ trade missions over Saint Patrick’s weekend, will be 
promoting the north-west region as a potential destination for Industrial Development Agency 
supported companies coming to Ireland; the total number of agency visits to County Donegal 
in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9042/15]

03/03/2015WRK01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Each year 
I, along with my colleagues in Government, lead a number of trade and investment missions 
across the globe to support Irish companies selling abroad and to attract foreign direct invest-
ment to this country.  These missions are in support of the work being done on the ground by 
the enterprise development agencies Enterprise Ireland and IDA Ireland. 

The value of the St. Patrick’s Day promotions cannot be overstated. It is the best period in 
which to showcase “Team Ireland” in operation abroad.  Last year’s programme reached an au-
dience of over 353,000 directly and 80 million through media coverage and assisted in securing 
€5 million in new business for Irish exporters. 

I would like to assure the Deputy that I will of course use every opportunity during the 
coming St. Patrick’s Day events abroad to attract foreign direct investment to Ireland and its 
regions, including the North West but I must remind the Deputy  that despite efforts to influence 
location the decision on where to locate is taken in all cases by the investor.

I am informed by IDA Ireland that in 2014 there were 6 IDA sponsored site visits by poten-
tial investors to County Donegal. 

As a Government, we are determined to ensure that every region in the country will benefit 
from recovery and we recently announced details of the Action Plan for Jobs-Regional initia-



Questions - Written Answers

70

tive which will seek to maximise the strengths and assets of each region to support enterprise 
growth and job creation.  

Last week I also launched IDA Ireland’s new strategy for the 5 year period 2015 to 2019.  
In that Strategy the Agency set itself a target of winning 900 investments over the 5 year period 
and of increasing increase the level of investments won into in each region by between 30% and 
40% during the lifetime of the strategy.

03/03/2015WRK01350Credit Guarantee Scheme Implementation

03/03/2015WRK01400249. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation in view 
of the recent extension of the credit guarantee scheme to allow businesses, whose banks are 
exiting the Irish market, avail of this scheme, if he will include businesses whose banks are 
remaining in the Irish market but selling the businesses loans to external investment funds; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9048/15]

03/03/2015WRK01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The SME 
Credit Guarantee Scheme (CGS) was introduced to encourage additional lending to SMEs and 
not as a substitute for conventional lending that would otherwise have taken place.  

A review of the CGS was undertaken and laid before the Oireachtas in July 2014.

As a result of the review of the CGS and on foot of immediate concerns raised by the Credit 
Review Office, Business Representative Organisations and the banks, I decided to take urgent 
action to assist SMEs whose banks have left or are leaving the Irish SME lending market. A new 
CGS 2015 has now been made in accordance with the terms of the Credit Guarantee Act 2012 
which will allow guarantees for refinancing loans where an SME’s bank has exited or is exiting 
the Irish SME market. This new Scheme will also increase the maximum length of guarantees 
under the CGS from 3 years to 7 years. 

To bring this Scheme into operation there are a number of steps to conclude with the par-
ticipating banks including certification, approval and legal agreements. It is hoped that the new 
Scheme will be operational in the very near future.

In addition, my Department is currently working on amending the primary legislation and 
once this is completed I will introduce a new CGS, which will include the following improve-
ments: a wider range of financial products to be covered not just traditional credit products, an 
increase in the level of guarantee on individual loans from 75% to the maximum permissible 
under State Aid rules of 80%, an increase in the portfolio cap and the removal of the annual 
portfolio cap. 

My Department also continues to monitor market failures in this area and will take action as 
appropriate when a complete assessment of the situation has been undertaken.

03/03/2015WRK01550Departmental Legal Costs

03/03/2015WRK01600250. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if his 
Department, or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department, use solicitors’ firms 
(details supplied); the amount paid to these solicitors, each year from 2011 to 2014 by his De-
partment, or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department; the date until which his 
Department, or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department, are contracted to use 
these solicitors’ firms; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9197/15]
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03/03/2015WRK01700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Depart-
ment did not engage the services of McCann Fitzgerald in the period 2011 to 2014.  The amount 
paid to Arthur Cox solicitors by my Department and its offices for the years 2011 to end 2014 
is as follows:

January – December 2011

Amount paid 
€

Dates of contract (if applicable)

135,288.00 13th September 2010 - 12th September 
2011

January – December 2012

Amount paid 
€

Dates of contract (if applicable)

43,188.00 13th September 2011 - 10th May 2012
3,188.86 Not applicable

January – December 2013

Amount paid 
€

Dates of contract (if applicable)

5,712.00 Not applicable

January – December 2014

Amount paid 
€

Dates of contract (if applicable)

14,823.00 Not applicable

In 2014 Forfás, prior to its dissolution and in advance of its integration into my Department 
on 1 August, used the services of McCann Fitzgerald Solicitors, as follows:-

Amount paid 
€

Dates of contract (if applicable)

12,032.40 Not applicable

My Department seeks, where possible, to minimise legal costs and has adopted a number 
of measures to achieve this.  The Department/Offices avail of the services of the Chief State 
Solicitors Office and the Attorney General’s Office in terms of the provision of legal advice and 
in terms of representation of the Department/Offices in Court cases.  

Payment for contracts to Arthur Cox solicitors and McCann Fitzgerald solicitors is a day-to-
day matter for the individual Agencies concerned, for which I have no direct function.

I have asked all Agencies under the aegis of my Department to advise me of any legal fees 
paid to these two firms for the years 2011-2014, and I will communicate this information to the 
Deputy as soon as it is available.
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03/03/2015WRK01750Company Law

03/03/2015WRK01800251. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will respond to concerns (details supplied) regarding the imposition of an audit requirement, as 
a penalty on companies, which file their annual returns late with the Companies Registration 
Office; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9219/15]

03/03/2015WRK01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): As part of 
its work programme for 2010/2011 the Company Law Review Group (CLRG) examined the 
penalties that apply to companies that do not submit their company annual returns by the statu-
tory deadline. These are known as late filing penalties and include monetary fines and loss of 
audit exemption for two years.  The purpose of the review was to assess the proportionality of 
those penalties. The CLRG concluded that no change should be made to the level of late fil-
ing penalties but it did make a recommendation that where a company seeks a waiver from the 
payment of late filing fees, the grant of that should not be within the powers of the Companies 
Registration Office (CRO), but rather should be determined by a court of competent jurisdic-
tion, preferably the District Court.  The recommendation was given effect in Section 343(7) of 
the Companies Act 2014.  I hope to commence the 2014 Act from 1 June 2015.

Since the late filing penalties were introduced in 2001 there has been a significant increase 
in compliance by Irish companies with their annual filing obligations.  Whereas prior to 2001, 
only 13% of companies filed their annual returns on time, currently over 90% of companies file 
on time.

I am informed that all companies are advised of their responsibilities under the Companies 
Acts at the time of incorporation, including their statutory obligations regarding the filing of 
annual returns and the fact that failure to file annual returns on time results in late penalties, loss 
of audit exemption and potentially prosecution. 

The CRO provides information on its website about these requirements and also issues 
reminder letters to companies in advance of their Annual Return Date to remind them of their 
obligations to file annual returns.

03/03/2015WRK01950Legislative Programme

03/03/2015WRK02000252. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
when the Construction Contracts Bill will be enacted; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9241/15]

03/03/2015WRK02100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Govern-
ment approved the delegation of responsibility for implementation of the Construction Con-
tracts Act, 2013 to my colleague, the Minister of State for Business and Employment, Mr. Ger-
ald Nash T.D., in November. Work is continuing on the preparations for the full implementation 
of the Act, as the commencement of the Act is dependent on a number of factors set out in the 
legislation. These factors include the appointment of a Panel of Adjudicators by Minister Nash 
and the selection of the adjudicators for this Panel will be achieved through an open competitive 
process to be arranged by the Public Appointments Service, at the earliest opportunity. Minister 
Nash is also overseeing the preparation of a Code of Practice for the conduct of adjudications, 
which will be binding on all adjudicators operating under the Act, the drafting of which is at an 
advanced stage and will be finalised after consultations have concluded with the construction 
industry stakeholders. A specific date for implementation of the Act will be announced in ad-
vance once the necessary arrangements have been finalised, in order to provide sufficient notice 
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to those affected by the Act’s provisions.

03/03/2015WRK02150Low Pay Commission Remit

03/03/2015WRK02200253. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
terms of reference, and guidelines, to the recently announced Low Pay Commission; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9272/15]

03/03/2015WRK02300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Terms of 
Reference for the Low Pay Commission agreed by Government are as follows: 

“Context  

The National Minimum Wage Act 2000 provides for a “national minimum hourly rate of 
pay” – the minimum wage. The aim of the legislation is to provide for a guaranteed, and regu-
larly updated, minimum wage rate that will help as many low-paid workers as reasonably prac-
ticable, without creating significant adverse consequences for employment or for competitive-
ness.  

The minimum wage was last set, on 1 July, 2011, at €8.65 per hour, an increase of €1, or 
14%.

Establishment and Composition

The Government has decided to establish a permanent, independent, advisory Low Pay 
Commission, initially on a non-statutory basis but to be underpinned by legislation in early 
2015, which will make recommendations on setting the minimum wage.

The Commission will be a nine member body with an independent chair and; 

a) 3 members appointed from among persons who, in the opinion of the Minister, have a 
deep understanding of the interests of low-paid workers, very good knowledge and experience 
of working on behalf of workers’ interests or representing workers, particularly low-paid work-
ers or a proven track record in an advocacy or representational role on behalf of the low paid,

b) 3 members appointed from among persons who, in the opinion of the Minister, have a 
deep understanding of the interests of employers, particularly small to medium-sized employers 
and those operating in traditionally low-pay sectors, and who possess a good knowledge and 
understanding of the particular issues faced by Irish businesses, particularly in relation to labour 
costs, and competitiveness, and

c) 2 members appointed from among persons who, in the opinion of the Minister have par-
ticular knowledge or expertise in relation to some or all of the following: economics, labour 
market economics, statistics, and employment law and proven competence in analysing and 
evaluating economic research and statistical analysis.

Appointments to the Commission will be made after considering expressions of interests 
made to the Public Appointments Service from interested members of the public. The Minister 
will comply with Government policy on gender representation in appointing the membership 
of the Commission. 

The Commission will be statutorily independent in the performance of its functions.

Recommendations on the National Minimum Wage
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The principal function of the Low Pay Commission will be, on an annual basis, to examine 
and make recommendations to the Minister by mid-July each year on the minimum wage, with 
a view to securing that

-  the minimum wage is adjusted, when appropriate,  incrementally and non-disruptively,

-  the minimum wage is set at a rate that is both fair and sustainable, and

-  the minimum wage is, when appropriate, progressively increased, if and insofar as current 
economic circumstances, and the conditions of the labour markets directly or indirectly affected 
permit, in particular, having regard to productivity trends, international comparisons, particu-
larly in Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and the need for job creation.

In making recommendations on the minimum wage, the Commission will be required to 
have regard to those three objectives and to make recommendations that are evidence-based. It 
will be required to collect comprehensive relevant data and to monitor trends. 

In particular, the Commission will be obliged to have regard to:

- changes in earnings since the most recent making of a minimum wage order;

- changes in currency exchange rates;

- whether unemployment has been increasing or decreasing; generally and in the sectors 
directly or indirectly most affected;

- whether employment has been increasing or decreasing; generally and in the sectors di-
rectly or indirectly most affected; whether productivity is increasing or decreasing generally; 
and in the sectors directly or indirectly most affected;

- changes in income distribution; and

- the likely effect of a recommendation on levels of employment and unemployment, the 
cost of living and national competitiveness.

The Commission will consult with appropriate interests and persons, including representa-
tives of employers and employees in the private sector and public sector.

The Minister will have power to accept, reject or vary the recommendations of the Com-
mission, for stated reasons. Changes to the minimum wage will be made by statutory order. The 
Minister will make a statement in the Oireachtas setting out the basis for any change. 

Reports on Related Matters

In addition to its reports on the minimum wage, the Low Pay Commission may be asked to 
examine, and to report its views and recommendations on such matters, related generally to the 
functions of the Commission under the Act, as are specified by the Minister in a request to be 
agreed by Government and made not later than two months after the start of each year and be 
part of that year’s work programme of the Commission.

Triennial Report

The Commission will also be required to report every 3 years on the operation of the Act, 
including on the level and extent of low pay in the economy and the impact of minimum wage 
orders on income distribution and on employment costs.’’
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03/03/2015WRK02350Low Pay Commission Remit

03/03/2015WRK02400254. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
metrics or parameters the Low Pay Commission will adhere to in adopting an evidence-based 
approach in setting the minimum wage; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9273/15]

03/03/2015WRK02500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Scheme 
of the proposed Minimum Wage (Low Pay Commission) Bill 2015 provides that in discharging 
the functions assigned to it under the Act, the Low Pay Commission shall make such recom-
mendations to the Minister that are designed to set a minimum wage that is fair and sustainable, 
and when appropriate, is adjusted incrementally, and that, over time, is progressively increased 
to assist as many low-paid workers as is reasonably practicable without creating significant ad-
verse consequences for employment or competitiveness.  To this end, in making a recommenda-
tion regarding the appropriate level of the national minimum wage, the Low Pay Commission 
will be required to have regard to:

(a) changes in earnings during the period since the most recent making of an order relating 
to the rate of the national minimum wage;

(b) changes in currency exchange rates during that period;

(c) changes in income distribution during that period;

(d) international comparisons, particularly with Great Britain and Northern Ireland;

(e) the need for job creation;

(f) whether during that period—

(i) unemployment has been increasing or decreasing, 

(ii) employment has been increasing or decreasing, and

(iii) productivity has been increasing or decreasing, both generally and in the sectors most 
affected by the making of an order, whether directly or indirectly, and

(g) the likely effect that any proposed order will have on—

(i) levels of employment and unemployment,

(ii) the cost of living, and

(iii) national competitiveness.

03/03/2015WRK02550Employment Rights

03/03/2015WRK02600255. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
plans to abolish zero hour contracts. [9284/15]

03/03/2015WRK02700Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Ger-
ald Nash): In accordance with the Statement of Government priorities, I have commissioned a 
study into the prevalence of zero hour and low hour contracts and the impact of such contracts 
on employees. I recently announced the appointment of the University of Limerick (UL) to 
carry out the study. The appointment of UL follows a competitive tendering process.
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The key objectives of the study are:

- To fill the gap in knowledge that currently exists in terms of the hard data and informa-
tion that is available concerning the prevalence of zero hour and low hour contracts in the Irish 
economy and the manner of their use.

- To assess the impact of zero hour and low hour contracts on employees.

- To enable the Minister to make any evidence-based policy recommendations to Govern-
ment considered necessary on foot of the study.

All sectors of the economy, both public and private, will come within the scope of the study, 
including the retail, hospitality, education and health sectors in particular. The study will exam-
ine how zero and low hour contracts operate in practice and how they impact on employees. It 
will assess the advantages and disadvantages from the perspective of employer and employee 
and assess the current employment rights legislation as it applies to employees on such con-
tracts. The study will also consider recent developments in other jurisdictions, including the UK 
in particular.

Section 18 of the Organisation of Working Time Act 1997 provides that where employees 
on zero hour contracts suffer a loss by not being given the hours they were requested to work 
or be available for work, they can be compensated for 25% of the time or 15 hours, whichever 
is less. There would not appear to be an equivalent provision in the UK, where it would appear 
employees on zero hours contracts may only be paid for time spent working and if they are not 
given any hours by their employer they do not appear to have the same statutory right to com-
pensation.

It is expected that a wide range of stakeholders will be canvassed to contribute to the study, 
including employer representative bodies, trade unions, relevant Government Departments and 
relevant state bodies.  I expect the study to be completed within six months of commencement. 

I will not anticipate the outcome of the study or the Government’s consideration of the 
study’s findings.

03/03/2015WRK02750Public Procurement Contracts

03/03/2015WRK02800256. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the prog-
ress to assist Irish small and medium enterprises in their bids for procurement contracts, at 
home and abroad, in view of the benefits such contracts have for local economies.  [9332/15]

03/03/2015WRK02900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Govern-
ment acknowledges the significant role that SMEs play in the Irish economy and is committed 
to ensuring that SMEs are fully engaged with public sector procurement and the opportunities 
presenting.

Policy responsibility for public procurement is a matter for the Minister for Public Expendi-
ture and Reform, Brendan Howlin, T.D and the Office of Government Procurement (OGP) falls 
under Minister Howlin’s remit.

My Department’s officials are closely involved in supporting SMEs’ access to procurement 
through their involvement in a number of interdepartmental groups chaired by the OGP, includ-
ing the High Level Group on SME Access to Procurement, the Social Clauses Project Group 
and the SME Working Group.
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The SME Working Group also includes representatives from ISME, IBEC, Inter Trade Ire-
land, Enterprise Ireland, the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission, the Small 
Firms Association and Chambers Ireland. This group will continue to be a key mechanism for 
engaging with SME representative bodies and identifying further measures to improve access 
to public sector procurement opportunities.

The 2015 Action Plan for Jobs includes a number of measures to support SMEs to ac-
cess public procurement opportunities to be delivered by a number of public sector bodies. In 
particular, Enterprise Ireland (EI) and InterTradeIreland, which come under the remit of my 
Department, are delivering a number of APJ actions, which will build on their work to date in 
increasing SME awareness of public procurement opportunities. EI will provide support to Irish 
companies seeking to participate in procurement overseas through engagements for SMEs with 
International Financial Institutions. IntertradeIreland will continue to grow the capacity and 
capability of Irish enterprises to successfully tender for public procurement contracts, through 
the continued delivery of “Go-2-Tender”, “Advanced Go-2-Tender” and consortia building ini-
tiatives and “Meet the Buyer” events, run in conjunction with the OGP, as outlined below.

Furthermore, EI and IntertradeIreland will also examine ways of improving the supply of 
innovative products and services, where appropriate, in public procurement including assess-
ing innovation practices in public procurement in other countries with a view to establishing 
potential learnings for Ireland.

Under the APJ process, the OGP has conducted a targeted programme of education for 
suppliers who wish to learn more about doing business with the Irish Public Service. This 
programme consists of seminars, workshops and large scale ‘Meet the Buyer’ events hosted na-
tionwide. These ‘Meet the Buyer’ events are run in conjunction with EI and InterTrade-Ireland. 
To date the OGP has facilitated workshops and presented at seminars to over 4,500 SMEs 
nationwide.  These events afforded suppliers an opportunity to meet and discuss the issues 
with public service buyers and provide networking opportunities for suppliers and encourage 
consortia-building.

The OGP also reviewed and updated its guidelines and procedures aimed at promoting SME 
participation in public procurement.  Circular 10/14, launched on 17 April 2014, sets out new 
initiatives aimed at opening up opportunities for small businesses to bid for State business.  
These new guidelines are aimed at reducing the administrative burden on businesses that want 
to tender for public contracts.  The SME Working Group, established under the Government’s 
Action Plan for Jobs, was consulted on the new Guidelines and the Circular and it has been 
broadly welcomed by industry representative associations.

It is also important to remember that open tendering is a two way street and that it provides 
Irish companies with opportunities to compete abroad. The public procurement market in the 
EU is estimated to be valued in excess of €2.4 trillion.  The open market regime offers oppor-
tunities for Irish companies to win business abroad and reliable EU studies indicate that many 
Irish businesses are successful in this regard.

The reform of public procurement across the public service is on-going and will continue 
to provide opportunities to the SME sector to win business.  My Department will continue to 
work with the Office of Government Procurement and other relevant stakeholders to ensure that 
the supports are in place to assist SMEs in building their capacity to access public procurement 
opportunities both here and abroad.

03/03/2015WRK02950National Internship Scheme Administration
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03/03/2015WRK03000257. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the pro-
cedures to protect persons who are taking part in an internship; their rights regarding changes 
to their working hours; if they should be working in an unsupervised manner, and left on their 
own; if he is satisfied that all employers under this scheme are operating in a fair manner in the 
spirit that was originally intended; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9393/15]

03/03/2015WRK03100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The JobBridge 
scheme is the national internship scheme administered by the Department of Social Protec-
tion. The legislation underpinning the JobBridge scheme specifically provides that a participant 
shall, for the purposes of any enactment or rule of law (other than the Tax Acts and the Safety, 
Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005), be deemed not to be an employee.  Any complaints re-
garding compliance with the scheme should be addressed to that Department.  With regard to 
other arrangements which may be described as internships, such arrangements are not defined 
by Irish legislation but depending on the particulars of the individual arrangement, the partici-
pants may have entitlements to protection under employment law.  Any persons with questions 
or complaints regarding their rights under employment law should contact Workplace Relations 
Customer Service on lo-call 1890 80 80 90 or at www.workplacerelations.ie.

As regards occupational health and safety legislation, the Safety, Health and Welfare at 
Work Act 2005 requires employers to ensure that working conditions are such as will protect 
the safety, health and welfare at work of employees. It also requires employers to manage their 
business in such a way as to ensure, so far as is reasonably practicable, that individuals at the 
place of work who are not employees, are not exposed to risks to their safety, health or welfare.

03/03/2015WRK03150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

03/03/2015WRK03200258. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive a payment under the disadvan-
taged areas scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [8733/15]

03/03/2015WRK03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a 2014 Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas scheme application on 6 
May 2014.  EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and 
comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on-farm inspections, be com-
pleted before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility inspection. 

This inspection identified discrepancies between the areas declared and the area found re-
sulting in an over-declaration in area of less than 3% and less than 2ha. Under the Terms and 
Conditions of these schemes this resulted in the 2014 payments being based on the area found.

The person named was notified of the outcome of the inspection on 13 November 2014 and 
of their right to seek a review of this decision.

The initial payable area for the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was 15.04 ha and payment 
based on this area issued to the person named on 21 November 2014. 

A further parcel was added to the application of the person named which increased the pay-
able area under the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme to 20.39 ha, taking account of the outcome of 
the inspection. Arrangements have now been made by my Department to issue any outstanding 
payment due under this scheme to the nominated bank account of the person named shortly.
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03/03/2015WRL00200Agriculture Scheme Payments

03/03/2015WRL00300259. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a payment under the organic farming scheme will be made in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8752/15]

03/03/2015WRL00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Organic 
Farming Scheme payment to the person named is currently being processed and will issue 
shortly.

03/03/2015WRL00500Agriculture Schemes

03/03/2015WRL00600260. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
method he will apply to include young farmers in the national reserve, if this is oversubscribed; 
if he plans on cutting the maximum amount of entitlements allocated to each farmer, or the 
value of the entitlements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8753/15]

03/03/2015WRL00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
EU Regulations governing the establishment of the National Reserve, Member States can use 
up to 3% of the financial ceiling allocated to the Basic Payment Scheme to establish a National 
Reserve.  I decided to opt for the 3% maximum available in order to provide a National Reserve 
fund of €24.79 million in 2015.  The closing date for receipt of applications under the two pri-
ority categories of Young Farmer and New Entrant of the National Reserve is 31 March 2015 
and the closing date for receipt of applications under the 2nd phase of the National Reserve will 
be 15 May 2015.  It is not possible to estimate the total cost of applications under the National 
Reserve until after that date.  In the event that the National Reserve is oversubscribed, my De-
partment will examine the options available under the relevant EU Regulations.

03/03/2015WRL00800TB Eradication Scheme

03/03/2015WRL00900261. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
price being paid at present for reactor cattle by his Department; the way this relates to the price 
in 2014; the method by which this price is calculated; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [8754/15]

03/03/2015WRL01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The main 
compensation scheme for farmers whose herds are affected by TB is the On-Farm Market 
Valuation Scheme.  Under these arrangements, compensation is payable for cattle removed as 
reactors.  This compensation is based on “Market Value” being the equivalent price that might 
reasonably have been obtained for the animal, at the time of determination of compensation, 
from a purchaser in the open market if the animal was not affected by TB.  My Department pays 
to the farmer the difference between the market valuation (determined by independent, quali-
fied valuers) of the animal and the price, known as the salvage price, which he or she receives 
from the slaughter plant.

In the first 2 months of 2015, the average valuation of TB reactors slaughtered was €1,156 
(compared with €1161 for the same period in 2014).  The average salvage value received by 
farmers for the same period in 2015 was €482 (compared with €425 in 2014).  Thus, the average 
amounts paid by my Department (being the difference between the market valuation and the 
salvage price received by the farmer from the slaughter plant) for reactors to date in 2015 was 
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€674, compared with €735 in 2014.

I am satisfied that, taking account of the payment from my Department and the price re-
ceived by the herd owner from the slaughter plant, a farmer, at any given time, receives total 
compensation which adequately reflects the market valuation of the animal as if it were not 
affected by bovine TB.

03/03/2015WRL01100EU Directives

03/03/2015WRL01200262. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
qualification that is required for persons to provide training under the new mandatory training 
courses for persons wishing to use an agricultural sprayer; the courses that have to be followed 
to receive this qualification; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8755/15]

03/03/2015WRL01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Sustain-
able Use of Pesticides Directive establishes a framework for European Community action to 
achieve the sustainable use of pesticides by setting minimum rules to reduce the risks to human 
health and the environment that are associated with pesticide use.  It also promotes the use of 
integrated pest management. The Directive is designed to further enhance the high level of 
protection achieved through the entire regulatory system for pesticides.  Implementation of the 
Sustainable Use of Pesticides Directive relies heavily on the training of the various people in-
volved at all levels of the industry, including Professional Users i.e. any individual who applies 
professional use Plant Protection Products.

My Department recognises the following courses as meeting the standard of training re-
quired for Professional Users under the Sustainable Use of Pesticides Directive: 

-FETAC 5N0731 – Handheld Sprayer.

-FETAC 5N1797 – Boom Sprayer.

-City & Guilds PA1 + PA2a – Boom Sprayer.

-City & Guilds PA1 + PA6 – Handheld Sprayer.

In order to become a provider of these courses, an individual must have the programme/
course accredited by the relevant Awarding Body, in this case either Quality and Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI) (the successor to FETAC) or the City and Guilds.  In the case of QQI, any pro-
vider seeking programme accreditation must first have approval of its Quality Assurance sys-
tem.  Only when this has been achieved can QQI consider an application for validation of any 
specific programme.  Providers are responsible for the development, maintenance, provision 
and internal quality assurance of their own programmes and must have procedures in place for 
assessing enrolled learners on those programmes.

03/03/2015WRL01400Farm Inspections

03/03/2015WRL01500263. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of cross-compliance and rural environment protection scheme or agri-environment 
options scheme inspections carried out by Department inspectors in 2014; the number that re-
sulted in no penalty; the number that resulted in a penalty of less than 10%; of between 10% 
and 50%; of between 50% and 99% per cent; of 100%; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [8756/15]
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03/03/2015WRL01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The results 
of the 2014 Cross Compliance inspections continue to be finalised by my Department.  On 
completion of this process the detailed range of data requested will be forwarded directly to the 
Deputy.  The following table sets out the information to hand in relation to the Agri Environ-
ment Options Scheme.  A more detailed breakdown will not be available until later in the year 
when the complete list of files is fully processed.

AEOS No. 
Penalty to be Applied 352 
Applicants without Penalty 332 
Awaiting Inspection Results 364 
Total Selected for Inspection  1048 

The following table sets out the position in relation to the Rural Environment Protection 
Scheme.

REPS Number
Total number of Inspections 872 
Resulted in 0% penalty 571 
Resulted in less than 10% penalty 247 
Resulted in penalty between 10%-49% 48 
Resulted in penalty between 50%-99% 5 
Resulted in penalty of 100% 1 

03/03/2015WRL01700Agriculture Scheme Eligibility

03/03/2015WRL01800264. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason his Department is applying land eligibility penalties, in cases of under-utilisation of agri-
cultural land, instead of applying good agricultural and environmental conditions criteria, based 
on the severity of under-grazing of the land; if a farmer can be penalised for only using rough 
grazing on a seasonal basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8760/15]

03/03/2015WRL01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): All appli-
cants under the Basic Payment Scheme and other area based schemes are obliged to comply 
with the land eligibility requirements of the Direct Payments regime.  Under the Cross Compli-
ance provisions an applicant must also comply with the Statutory Management Requirements 
and the Good Agricultural and Environmental Condition (GAEC) standards. GAEC provides 
for compliance with seven standards.  These standards include, where applicable, the establish-
ment of buffer strips, the use of water for irrigation, the prevention of ground water pollution, 
maintaining minimum ground cover, limiting soil erosion, maintaining soil organic matter and 
the retention of landscape features such as hedges and ditches.  Under the provisions of the re-
formed CAP Regime it is not possible to apply a GAEC standard sanction to applicants for the 
under-utilisation of land, as this is an eligibility issue.

Applicants under the Direct Payment Scheme are required to conduct a sufficient level of 
agricultural activity on all lands declared for aid.  Such activities include the production, rear-
ing or growing of agricultural products, including harvesting, milking, breeding animals, and 
keeping animals for farming purposes, maintaining an agricultural area in a state which makes 
it suitable for grazing or cultivation and carrying out a minimum activity, on agricultural areas 
naturally kept in a state suitable for grazing or cultivation.
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03/03/2015WRL02000Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

03/03/2015WRL02100265. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding a payment under the agri-environment options scheme in respect of a 
person (details supplied) in County Limerick; when is it likely that this payment will be made; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8789/15]

03/03/2015WRL02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri Environment Options Scheme (AEOS 
2) with effect from 1 September 2011 and payment has issued in respect of the 2011, 2012 and 
2013 Scheme years.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  The application was selected 
for a ground inspection which took place on 25 June 2014.  During this inspection an issue 
arose in relation to two parcels of land inspected and lease documentation for the land claimed.  
My Department has been in direct contact with the person named regarding this issue.  Once 
successfully resolved, the application will be processed for payment in respect of the 2014 
Scheme year.

03/03/2015WRL02300Rural Environment Protection Scheme Eligibility

03/03/2015WRL02400266. Deputy Tom Barry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a per-
son who is currently subject to a contract under the rural environment protection scheme trans-
fers ownership of land to a son, whether that person will be deemed to have broken the contract, 
or whether the contract will continue in place with the new farmer. [8803/15]

03/03/2015WRL02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In a situa-
tion such as this, a contract can be transferred to a son provided the son is willing to continue 
the contract to its natural end.  However, the son must hold a herd number in his own right and 
would also have to submit a new acceptable REPS plan to the local Office.  If the new plan was 
deemed acceptable to the Department then the contract would be allowed to continue under the 
son.

  Question No. 267 withdrawn.

03/03/2015WRL02700Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

03/03/2015WRL02800268. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when payments under the rural environment protection scheme and the single payment will 
issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [8860/15]

03/03/2015WRL02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted a 2014 Single Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas scheme application on 
15 May 2014.  EU Regulations governing the administration of the Single Payment Scheme 
requires that in order to activate payment under the scheme an applicant must have one eligible 
hectare of land to accompany each entitlement held.  As the person named does not currently 
hold any entitlements, no payment is due in respect of the 2014 Single Payment Scheme.
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The person named commenced REPS 4 in June 2009 and received payments for the first 
five years of their contract.  REPS 4 is a measure under the 2007-2013 Rural Development 
Programme and is subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on 
all applications to be completed before any payments can issue.  This process has now been 
completed and the 2014 REPS payment is now being processed with a view to payment at the 
earliest possible opportunity.

03/03/2015WRL03000Ministerial Correspondence

03/03/2015WRL03100269. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if his attention has been drawn to the contents of an open letter to him, dated 19 February 
2015, from the Irish Natura and Hill Farmers Association, which is supported by 21 other or-
ganisations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8887/15]

03/03/2015WRL03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can confirm 
that correspondence was recently received from the Irish Natura and Hill Farmers Association 
on the issue of land eligibility under the Direct Payment Schemes.  My Department makes pay-
ments in excess of €1.5 billion annually to over 130,000 farmers in Ireland under EU funded 
or partially funded Direct Aid Schemes.  Therefore, it is important that the provisions of the 
governing EU Regulations are adhered to in the application of these Schemes.

I can also confirm that in accordance with the provisions of Regulation (EU) No 1307/2014 
and of other relevant regulations, Member States may decide that land which can be grazed and 
which forms part of established local practices where grasses and other herbaceous forage are 
traditionally not predominant in grazing areas is to be considered to be permanent grassland.  
The areas as described, excluding established scrub and ungrazed heather will, in general terms, 
be eligible under the Basic Payment Scheme provided there is evidence of an agricultural ac-
tivity being carried out.  In reality, such areas were already eligible in Ireland under the Single 
Payment Scheme provided that there was a farming activity on the land and this remains the 
position under the Basic Payment Scheme.  The agricultural activity required must be appropri-
ate to the type of land involved and should ensure that the area eligible for payment remains in 
this state.

03/03/2015WRL03300Organic Farming

03/03/2015WRL03400270. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if con-
sideration is being given to providing a grant for a fodder growing system for organic farmers; 
the grants available to organic farmers at present to help with their costs, or if other grants will 
be available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8893/15]

03/03/2015WRL03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The fodder 
production system referred to is currently being promoted as an economically viable system of 
producing fodder or overcoming fodder shortages on organic livestock farms.  The economics 
and application of such a production system, however, have to be carefully examined.  I am 
advised by my Department that the accepted comparison of feed is based on dry matter equiva-
lents.  A feed with 90% water, as in the case of sprouted grain central to the production system 
referred to, has considerably less feed value than the grain itself with 5% water, on a weight for 
weight basis.  Furthermore, I am advised that research has shown that there is a net loss of dry 
matter over the sprouting/growing period of in excess of 20%.

In light of the above therefore, I have no plans to grant aid the production system referred 
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to at this time.

As regards other supports for Organic farmers, a greatly enhanced Organic Farming Scheme 
is proposed under the new Rural Development Programme, incorporating significantly increased 
rates of aid, and including assistance for the growing of Red Clover as an organic fodder crop.  
In addition, I propose to introduce a new Capital Grant Scheme to assist organic farmers in the 
purchase of equipment and machinery.

03/03/2015WRL03600Agri-Environment Options Scheme

03/03/2015WRL03700271. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
under the European Union legislation on the agri-environment options scheme or single pay-
ment scheme, whereby payments are split, persons are entitled to receive the first 75% on the 
agri-environment options scheme or 50% on the single payment scheme, regardless of whether 
their file is under inspection or not. [8894/15]

03/03/2015WRL03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): EU Regula-
tions governing the Basic Payment Scheme, formerly the Single Payment Scheme, requires the 
Department to carry out administrative checks to verify that the eligibility conditions for aid 
have been met.  The regulations also require that these administrative checks be supplemented 
by on-the-spots checks, i.e. ground and/or remote sensing inspections.  Furthermore the regu-
lations state that payments due under the scheme shall not be made before the verification of 
the eligibility conditions have been finalised.  Therefore, in relation to Basic Payment Scheme, 
where an individual application has been selected for an eligibility inspection no payment can 
issue to the applicant until the inspection has been completed and the results are fully processed.

Area-based schemes under the Rural Development Programme, 2007-13, are subject to EU 
Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications, including cross 
checks with the Land Parcel Identification System, to be completed before payments can issue.  
These procedures, together with on-farm inspections, apply to a number of scheme payments 
including the Agri-environment Options Scheme (AEOS), and are necessary to ensure that ap-
plications meet the scheme conditions and cross-compliance requirements.

All AEOS 1, 2 and 3 applicants who are eligible to receive a payment in a particular Scheme 
year have to be subjected to a full administrative check before the first phase of payment (75%) 
can be released.  The balancing payment of 25% is issued when all of the required control in-
spections are completed which is again laid out in the EU governing regulations.

03/03/2015WRL03900Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

03/03/2015WRL04000272. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a 
person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive payments under the disadvantaged areas 
scheme; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8896/15]

03/03/2015WRL04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was one of a number of applicants under the 2012, 2013 and 2014 Disadvantaged Areas 
Scheme, whose cases are impacted by the requirement of a minimum stocking density of 0.3 
livestock units per forage hectare in 2011 and who applied for and was refused for derogation in 
this regard.  The person named was notified of the outcome in writing and advised of the option 
to appeal to the Agricultural Appeals Committee should she so wish.
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03/03/2015WRL04200Organic Farming

03/03/2015WRL04300273. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his views 
on correspondence (details supplied) regarding a submission concerning organic farming; his 
plans to address the issues outlined; if he has had any meetings, or is proposing to have any 
meetings, with the relevant representative bodies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8904/15]

03/03/2015WRL04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The fodder 
production system referred to is currently being promoted as an economically viable system of 
producing fodder or overcoming fodder shortages on organic livestock farms.  The economics 
and application of such a production system, however, have to be carefully examined.  I am 
advised by my Department that the accepted comparison of feed is based on dry matter equiva-
lents.  A feed with 90% water, as in the case of sprouted grain central to the production system 
referred to, has considerably less feed value than the grain itself with 5% water, on a weight for 
weight basis.  Furthermore, I am advised that research has shown that there is a net loss of dry 
matter over the sprouting/growing period of in excess of 20%.

In light of the above therefore, I have no plans to grant aid the production system referred 
to at this time.

03/03/2015WRL04500Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

03/03/2015WRL04600274. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding  payments under the disadvantaged areas scheme in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8924/15]

03/03/2015WRL04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was one of a number of applicants under the 2012, 2013 and 2014 Disadvantaged Areas 
Scheme, whose cases were impacted by the requirement to have had a minimum stocking den-
sity of 0.3 livestock units per forage hectare in 2011.  My Department wrote to all concerned ap-
plicants in August 2012 giving them the opportunity to seek derogation from this requirement.  
Following previous enquiries, an official from my Department arranged for the re-issue of the 
derogation application to the person named.  To date, my Department has no record of receiving 
a completed derogation application from the person named.

03/03/2015WRM00150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

03/03/2015WRM00200275. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the position regarding payments under the agri-environment options scheme 3 in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8925/15]

03/03/2015WRM00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2012 Agri Environment Options Scheme (AEOS 
3) with effect from 1 May 2013 and payment has issued in respect of the 2013 Scheme year.  
Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, a 
comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  The application was also se-
lected for a ground inspection which took place on 27 November 2014.  During this inspection 
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an issue was identified regarding the Commonage land.  The person named was notified of this 
issue and the file was further reviewed and all issues found on inspection have now been satis-
factorily resolved.  The application will now be processed for payment in respect of the 2014 
Scheme year with the intention of issuing payment at the earliest opportunity.

03/03/2015WRM00350Agriculture Scheme Eligibility

03/03/2015WRM00400276. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will approve a grant for a new fodder growing system, using organic barley, that can produce 
feed on organic farms (details supplied), and thereby reduce the silage effluent, which is one 
of the most toxic sources of pollution on farms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8954/15]

03/03/2015WRM00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The fodder 
production system referred to is currently being promoted as an economically viable system of 
producing fodder or overcoming fodder shortages on organic livestock farms.  The economics 
and application of such a production system, however, have to be carefully examined.  

I am advised by my Department that the accepted comparison of feed is based on dry matter 
equivalents.  A feed with 90% water, as in the case of sprouted grain central to the production 
system referred to, has considerably less feed value than the grain itself with 5% water, on a 
weight for weight basis.  Furthermore, I am advised that research has shown that there is a net 
loss of dry matter over the sprouting/growing period of in excess of 20%. 

In light of the above therefore, I have no plans to grant aid the production system referred 
to at this time.

03/03/2015WRM00550Milk Supply

03/03/2015WRM00600277. Deputy Joe Costello asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to regulate for the production, sale and consumption of raw milk; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [8979/15]

03/03/2015WRM00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment is currently assessing the options available to it to counter the risks associated with the 
supply of unpasteurised milk for direct human consumption.  The advice received from the 
FSAI and the Department’s experts is that there are serious health risks associated with drink-
ing raw milk.  Unpasteurised milk can contain disease causing bacteria including E.Coli O157, 
Campylobacter, Tuberculosis, Salmonellosis and Brucellosis.  

Any measures considered will be subject to consultations with stakeholders.

03/03/2015WRM00750Agriculture Scheme Payments

03/03/2015WRM00800278. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) in County Mayo did not receive payment under the bovine 
viral diarrhoea compensation scheme for five calves; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [8985/15]

03/03/2015WRM00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
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ment provides financial support measures for farmers under the Bovine Viral Diarrhoea pro-
gramme (BVD).  In 2013 the terms and conditions of these supports required that all persis-
tently infected (PI) animals were removed to a knackery, within agreed timeframes.  

The herd owner concerned submitted an application seeking compensation for removal of 
persistently infected (P.I.) calves from his herd.  However, as not all of the animals were dis-
posed of via the knackery, he did not comply with the conditions and payment has not been 
made to date.  My Department will now review this decision, taking into account the reasons 
the applicant was unable to comply with the requirements, and he will be informed of the final 
decision in due course.

03/03/2015WRM00950Commission for the Economic Development of Rural Areas

03/03/2015WRM01000279. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to roll out the social farming initiative under the Commission for the Economic Develop-
ment of Rural Areas budget; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9046/15]

03/03/2015WRM01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Social farm-
ing initiatives will be rolled out with the involvement and support of the Department of Agri-
culture, Food and the Marine.  My Department has approved an allocation of €40,000, from 
the CEDRA Rural Innovation Fund, to the Social Farming Across Borders (SoFAB) project. 
This project allows clients who use health and social services facilities to avail of the option 
of working on family farms as part of their therapy. SoFAB is operated through the LEADER 
company, Leitrim Development Company in collaboration with University College Dublin and 
Queen’s University Belfast.

As part of an INTERREG V programme, which concluded last year, this company has 
placed over 40 clients on 20 family farms on both sides of the Border.  This was following a 
specialist 10 week training course for the clients as well as comprehensive training for over 
60 personnel on the delivery of social farming.  This funding allocation is being provided to 
support the SoFAB Support Office during 2015, to enable it continue its work and more impor-
tantly to assist it to develop new social farming initiatives around the country. 

The Deputy will be aware that primary responsibility for implementation of the CEDRA 
report has been assigned to Minister of State Ann Phelan, TD and I have been working closely 
with her on this and other initiatives.

03/03/2015WRM01150Rural Environment Protection Scheme Eligibility

03/03/2015WRM01200280. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
meeting will be arranged for a herdowner (details supplied) in County Mayo with the officials 
in his Department administering the rural environment protection scheme, in order to resolve 
outstanding issues. [9121/15]

03/03/2015WRM01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An Inspec-
tor from this Department has agreed to meet with the herdowner named on Wednesday of next 
week, subject to this date being suitable for the herdowner.

03/03/2015WRM01350Organic Farming
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03/03/2015WRM01400281. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will introduce a new fodder growing system for organic farmers; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9157/15]

03/03/2015WRM01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
Rural Development Programme I have proposed the introduction of a new Organic Farming 
Scheme to deliver enhanced environmental and animal welfare benefits and to encourage pro-
ducers to respond to the market demand for organically produced food.

The principal support will be an annual area-based payment per hectare over a 5 year con-
tract period.  This rate is comprised of a higher payment for farmers converting land to organic 
farming for the first time, payable for the initial two year conversion period, with a greatly 
increased maintenance payment thereafter. 

In recognition of the high cost of feed in the organic sector I have proposed the inclusion 
of an additional top-up payment of €30/ha to incentivise the growing of red clover as a source 
of high-protein, high dry-matter organic fodder and for its environmental benefits as a natural 
nitrogen-fixer. 

The increased payment rates which are proposed for the different organic sectors are de-
signed to compensate for additional costs incurred and income foregone by organic farmers.  
In addition to the Organic Farming Scheme, I am proposing a dedicated Capital Grant Scheme 
specifically for organic farmers.  This will be based on the model developed under the last 
Programme which proved very effective in enabling organic farmers to purchase the specialist 
equipment they required.  My Department has no plans to incorporate a fodder production sys-
tem into the proposed list of grant aided equipment under this new scheme at this time. 

The cumulative effect and the synergy between these various incentives and services are 
designed to achieve the stated objective of supporting the organic sector in Ireland.

03/03/2015WRM01550Organic Farming

03/03/2015WRM01600282. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will consider the introduction of a grant for organic farmers for a fodder growing system, 
in view of the very high costs of purchasing organic feed and in view of the fact that the pro-
duction of organic barley would be more cost effective; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9165/15]

03/03/2015WRM01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
Rural Development Programme I have proposed the introduction of a new Organic Farming 
Scheme to deliver enhanced environmental and animal welfare benefits and to encourage pro-
ducers to respond to the market demand for organically produced food. 

The principal support will be an annual area-based payment per hectare over a 5 year con-
tract period.  This rate is comprised of a higher payment for farmers converting land to organic 
farming for the first time, payable for the initial two year conversion period, with a greatly 
increased maintenance payment thereafter. 

In recognition of the high cost of feed in the organic sector I have proposed the inclusion 
of an additional top-up payment of €30/ha to incentivise the growing of red clover as a source 
of high-protein, high dry-matter organic fodder and for its environmental benefits as a natural 
nitrogen-fixer.
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The increased payment rates which are proposed for the different organic sectors are de-
signed to compensate for additional costs incurred and income foregone by organic farmers.  
In addition to the Organic Farming Scheme, I am proposing a dedicated Capital Grant Scheme 
specifically for organic farmers.  This will be based on the model developed under the last 
Programme which proved very effective in enabling organic farmers to purchase the specialist 
equipment they required.  My Department has no plans to incorporate a fodder production sys-
tem into the proposed list of grant aided equipment under this new scheme at this time.

The cumulative effect and the synergy between these various incentives and services are 
designed to achieve the stated objective of supporting the organic sector in Ireland.

03/03/2015WRM01750Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

03/03/2015WRM01800283. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Waterford will receive farm payments under the agri-
environment options scheme 2. [9169/15]

03/03/2015WRM01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS 
2) with effect from 1 September 2011 and payment has issued in respect of the 2011, 2012 and 
2013 Scheme years.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  These checks have been suc-
cessfully completed in respect of the 2014 Scheme year and 75% payment will issue shortly.  
The balancing 25% payment will issue thereafter.

03/03/2015WRM01950GLAS Eligibility

03/03/2015WRM02000284. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
in view of the recent announcement regarding the green low-carbon agri-environment scheme 
and the green low-carbon agri-environment scheme+, if there will be a maximum and minimum 
number of acres that payment will be made in respect of, and if persons in hen harrier desig-
nated areas must have a plan to avail of the schemes; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9171/15]

03/03/2015WRM02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): All farmers 
require the services of an approved GLAS adviser to prepare and submit a GLAS application on 
their behalf.  A wide range of actions is available to all farmers and it is the adviser’s function 
to identify those actions most suited to the farm in drawing up the application.

The proposed maximum payment is €5,000 for eligible farmers per annum, with an addi-
tional €2,000 per annum for those in GLAS+, in return for exceptional environmental commit-
ment. Farms identified as habitats of endangered birds, which includes the Hen Harrier, will 
automatically receive up to €7,000 a year, if the area managed is large enough. 

Those farmers who choose the Hen Harrier must comply with the Department’s prescription 
for the management of hen harrier habitats, as outlined in the GLAS Specification document. 
The prescription must be applied across all areas identified by my Department on the holding in 
question, but there is no minimum area to qualify.  If the area is within a designated Natura site, 
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a Sustainable Management Plan must also be drawn up by the GLAS Adviser for the designated 
area in accordance with the designation for that site.

03/03/2015WRM02150GLAS Eligibility

03/03/2015WRM02200285. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
in view of the recent announcement regarding the green low-carbon agri-environment scheme 
and green low-carbon agri-environment scheme+, if he will please advise whether a farmer, 
who has finished with the agri-environment options scheme 1 and-or with the agri-environment 
options scheme 2, may transfer to these green schemes, and if it is possible to make this transfer 
without incurring a penalty; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9174/15]

03/03/2015WRM02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am pleased 
that, following long and complex negotiations with the European Commission, I was in a po-
sition to open GLAS on Monday 23 February 2015.  Farmers who are already in AEOS may 
apply to join GLAS, if they see a benefit in doing so, and priority will be given to those AEOS 
farmers with Commonage land or with Hen Harrier priority environmental areas identified on 
their farms.

03/03/2015WRM02350Agriculture Scheme Expenditure

03/03/2015WRM02400286. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the current total and annual cost of State supports, and direct payments from the Exchequer, 
for farming households. [9181/15]

03/03/2015WRM02500287. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the way the total and annual average current cost of State supports, and direct payment per 
farming household, has changed each year from 2008 to 2015. [9182/15]

03/03/2015WRM02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 286 and 287 together.  

The total amount of direct payments, from both Exchequer and EU sources, made to farmers 
by my Department in the years 2008 to 2014 and the annual average payment per farmer is set 
out in the following table.

Year 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
€ € € € € € € 

Total Paid 2,630.2m 2,331m 2,137.18m 2,027.06m 1,894.27m 1,769.81m 1,758.56m 
Annual 
average 
payment

18,690 16,766 15,502 14,699 13,880 13,066 13,003

The initial estimate for my Department on payments to farmers for 2015 is €1,785m.  How-
ever, given the introduction of the Basic Payment Scheme replacing the Single Payment Scheme 
this year and the new Rural Development Programme, it is difficult to give any accurate esti-
mate of the average payment likely per farmer for 2015.

03/03/2015WRM02650Departmental Legal Costs
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03/03/2015WRM02700288. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
Department, or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department, use solicitors firms 
(details supplied); the amount paid to these solicitors each year, from 2011 to 2014, by his De-
partment, or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department; the date until which his 
Department, or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department, are contracted to use 
these solicitors firms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9187/15]

03/03/2015WRM02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment has not used either of the named companies in the period in question.  As regards State 
Bodies, this is an operational matter for the bodies themselves.

03/03/2015WRM02850Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

03/03/2015WRM02900289. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when area 
based payments for 2012 will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9213/15]

03/03/2015WRM03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the person named on 12 April 
2012.  Payment has not issued as the holding concerned has not satisfied the minimum stocking 
density requirements as set out in the Terms and Conditions of the Scheme.

03/03/2015WRM03025Departmental Bodies Data

03/03/2015WRM03100290. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will provide the number, and name, of all semi-State companies, statutory agencies, 
monitoring and advisory committees under the remit of his Department; details of the members 
of the boards of these organisations, including the profession or occupation of members; the 
expenses associated with membership; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9218/15]

03/03/2015WRM03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Due to the 
volume of the information requested by the Deputy, it was not possible to provide it in the re-
quired time. I will forward it to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

03/03/2015WRN00200Single Payment Scheme Eligibility

03/03/2015WRN00300291. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding farm payments in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo. 
[9224/15]

03/03/2015WRN00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
Terms and Conditions of the Single Payment Scheme and other area based schemes an appli-
cant, as well as meeting the Scheme criteria, is required to comply with EU regulatory require-
ments relating to Cross Compliance.  A report detailing findings of an inspection carried out by 
Mayo County Council on 3 March 2014 was referred to my Department’s Cross Compliance 
Unit for attention. This report detailed breaches relating to the cross compliance requirements 
under the Nitrates Regulations and under the Good Agriculture and Environmental Condition 
(GAEC) standards. 

The breaches identified under the Nitrates regulations related to a lack of facilities for the 
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collection of livestock manure leading to indirect discharge to groundwater, livestock manure 
was stockpiled during the closed period and clean water from the roofs of sheds was not being 
diverted to a clean water outfall. The breach identified under the GAEC standards related to 
heavy poaching in one parcel of land. These breaches resulted in an overall sanction of 5% be-
ing applied against the 2014 Direct Schemes payments.

The person named was notified of this decision on 31 October 2014 and of their right to seek 
a review of the decision. To date no such request for a review has been received by my Depart-
ment. In the event that the person named is dissatisfied with the outcome of any such review, 
the decision can be appealed to the independent Agriculture Appeals Office, within 3 months.

03/03/2015WRN00500Organic Farming

03/03/2015WRN00600292. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the initia-
tives, or schemes, his Department plans to enact to ensure the sustainability of Irish organic 
farming, with respect to the extreme costs a producer/farmer may expect to pay for animal 
feedstuffs such as grain, silage and hay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9226/15]

03/03/2015WRN00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
Rural Development Programme I have proposed the introduction of a new Organic Farming 
Scheme to deliver enhanced environmental and animal welfare benefits and to encourage pro-
ducers to respond to the market demand for organically produced food.  The principal support 
will be an annual area-based payment per hectare over a 5 year contract period.  This rate is 
comprised of a higher payment for farmers converting land to organic farming for the first time, 
payable for the initial two year conversion period, with a greatly increased maintenance pay-
ment thereafter. 

In recognition of the high cost of feed in the organic sector I have proposed the inclusion 
of an additional top-up payment of €30/ha to incentivise the growing of red clover as a source 
of high-protein, high dry-matter organic fodder and for its environmental benefits as a natural 
nitrogen-fixer. 

The increased payment rates which are proposed for the different organic sectors are de-
signed to compensate for additional costs incurred and income foregone by organic farmers. 
In addition to the Organic Farming Scheme, I am proposing a dedicated Capital Grant Scheme 
specifically for organic farmers. This will be based on the model developed under the last 
Programme which proved very effective in enabling organic farmers to purchase the specialist 
equipment they required. 

The cumulative effect and the synergy between these various incentives and services are 
designed to achieve the stated objective of supporting the organic sector in Ireland.

03/03/2015WRN00800Bovine Disease Controls

03/03/2015WRN00900293. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the compensation available in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wexford; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [9276/15]

03/03/2015WRN01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment provides financial support measures for farmers under the Bovine Viral Diarrhoea pro-
gramme (BVD). A payment of €120 is available in respect of the first and subsequent Persis-
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tently Infected (PI) calves born in beef herds in 2014. The financial support for dairy herds is 
€75 for the removal of the second and subsequent PI calves born in 2014. Payment in both cases 
is contingent on disposal of all PI animals born in the herd within the year through the knackery 
system within approved timeframes.

An application for compensation under the scheme has been submitted to my Department by 
the herdowner concerned. According to the Department’s records, the herdowner has disposed 
of 27 calves within the approved timeframe through the knackery system. However, since ani-
mals born in December 2014 removed from the herd up to 17 March 2015 can be eligible for 
compensation without the need for further application from the herdowner, it is not possible to 
determine whether the herdowner has fully complied with all of the requirements of the scheme 
until 17 March 2015. The application from the herdowner will be processed after that date and 
payment of any compensation due will be made shortly afterwards.

03/03/2015WRN01100Beef Exports

03/03/2015WRN01200294. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will provide an update regarding Irish companies exporting beef to jurisdictions (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9282/15]

03/03/2015WRN01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The export 
of beef to third country markets is a commercial matter for individual companies. However, 
my Department plays a critical role in securing access to markets for Irish beef and in certify-
ing exports.  Securing beef access has been a Government priority for some time.  Opening the 
Chinese market has been a particular challenge and the question of access for Irish beef has 
been raised at every opportunity with the Chinese authorities over the last number of years. 
The matter has been raised at the highest political levels, including when the Taoiseach met his 
Chinese counterpart Mr. Xi Jingping. In addition, I have led two major trade missions to China 
since taking office, during which beef access featured in political and technical meetings. The 
matter has also been raised during a number of inward visits to Ireland by Chinese Ministers. 

I made a key breakthrough during my trade mission to China last November, securing agree-
ment from the Chinese authorities to send a veterinary inspection team to Ireland. This inspec-
tion team visited in December to review Ireland’s regulatory systems, its laboratory facilities, 
farms, feedlots and of course beef processing facilities. On foot of this visit, the Chinese author-
ities have lifted the ban on boneless beef from animals under 30 months of age from Ireland. 

This is a major breakthrough. 

Further work is required before trade commences. The Department will engage with the 
Chinese authorities on the agreement on a veterinary health certificate, and a further visit will 
be required from the Chinese veterinary authorities to approve individual plants for export. My 
Department is working closely with interested plants in Ireland in preparation for the approval 
visit, and with the Irish Embassy in Beijing to ensure that these follow up visits happen as 
quickly as possible. 

In relation to Taiwan, Ireland adheres to the One China policy and does not recognise Tai-
wan as a State. As a result, we do not have diplomatic relations with Taiwan and we have not 
engaged with the Taiwanese authorities on this issue of beef access.

03/03/2015WRN01400Single Payment Scheme Administration
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03/03/2015WRN01500295. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a yellow card caution system will be considered as part of a more farmer-friendly inspection 
regime; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9288/15]

03/03/2015WRN01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under EU 
legislation, all applicants under the Basic Payment Scheme (formerly the Single Payment 
Scheme) and other area based schemes are obliged to comply with the requirements of the 
Cross Compliance regime and my Department is required to carry out annual inspections to 
ensure compliance with the associated EU regulatory requirements. These inspections are man-
datory and there are certain minimum numbers and types of inspections that must take place an-
nually.  The rate of inspections for cross-compliance is 1% of applicants to whom the Statutory 
Management Requirements (SMRs) and Good Agricultural Environmental Condition (GAEC) 
standards apply. However, 3% of farmers must be inspected under the bovine identification and 
registration requirements while 3% of sheep/goat farmers must be inspected covering 5% of 
the flock. 

EU regulations governing the Cross Compliance regime prescribe a range of penalties to 
be applied where a non-compliance with the relevant legislative provisions has been identified. 
Where the non-compliance is due to negligence the penalty is 3%, which can be reduced to 1% 
or increased to 5% depending on the extent, severity and permanence of the non-compliance. 
Where the non-compliance is determined as intentional, the standard reduction is 20%, but this 
can be reduced to 15% or increased to 100% depending on the extent, severity and permanence. 
There are also penalty provisions where a repeated non-compliance is determined.

My Department developed and currently operates a tolerance system in relation to cross 
compliance. Where a non-compliance is deemed to be minor in nature, tolerance may be ap-
plied resulting in no financial sanction and the applicant is advised to remedy the problem. 
However, where the minor non-compliance is not remedied within a certain period a penalty of 
at least 1% is applied. 

A comprehensive appeal mechanism is also in place in order to protect the interests of farm-
ers who have difficulties with the inspection findings or who consider that the inspection has not 
been conducted in accordance with legislative requirements. This appeal system incorporates 
the option for a farmer to initially seek to have the inspection outcome reviewed internally by 
an officer more senior than the inspecting officer. Where the farmer remains dissatisfied, the 
decision can be appealed to the independent Agriculture Appeals Office and ultimately to the 
Office of the Ombudsman.

The new CAP regulations provide the option for Member States to introduce an early warn-
ing system in respect of cross compliance breaches. Under this option breaches of a minor 
nature may not lead to a financial sanction being applied initially, with the applicant being 
notified of the non-compliance and the requirement to undertake remedial action. However, if 
a subsequent check identifies that the required remedial action was not undertaken a sanction 
must be applied retroactively to the initial year of the finding. In addition a recurrence sanction 
may apply.

03/03/2015WRN01700Agriculture Schemes

03/03/2015WRN01800296. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to extend existing deadlines for applications for any of the various farm schemes, in order 
to alleviate the workload of agricultural advisers and planners, whose workload has been added 
to as a result of the new green low-carbon agri-environmental scheme; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [9317/15]

03/03/2015WRN01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment has designed and developed a bespoke GLAS online application system which will assist 
advisors in the preparation of applications. This system presents the advisors with detailed 
information of the environmental attributes on each farm at individual LPIS parcel level.  I am 
pleased that, following long and complex negotiations with the European Commission, I was 
in a position to open the new online system on Monday 23 February. This allows advisors com-
mence preparing GLAS applications for farmers with immediate effect and the feedback so far 
from advisors is that the system is straightforward and simple to use. 

Furthermore, in order to complement the GLAS online system, I have put in place resources 
to assist advisors with any queries they might have, and this is proving very effective, with rapid 
responses being given to both email and telephone enquiries. 

I am also aware that a number of companies have engaged additional employees in response 
to increased service demand and this is a welcome development. 

The EU regulatory requirement for the submission of payment applications by 15 May dic-
tates the deadlines for Scheme applications and in view of this I have no flexibility to extend 
any application deadlines. However, I am conscious that one of the main difficulties facing 
GLAS advisers is the preparation of plans for Commonage farmers, which involves walking 
the commonages in order to assess them properly, and to propose the best stocking levels and 
environmental activities. In order to speed up the application process, I have provided that ap-
plications to join GLAS can be made immediately, at individual shareholder level, with the 
required Plan following later. Advisers will now have until 3 July, 2015 to submit the required 
commonage plans, allowing best use of summer conditions to walk the commonages.

03/03/2015WRN02000Agriculture Scheme Eligibility

03/03/2015WRN02100297. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
has received correspondence from a farmers’ association (details supplied) regarding its con-
cerns about how departmental inspectors are currently interpreting eligibility rules for upland, 
commonage and Natura land; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9318/15]

03/03/2015WRN02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can confirm 
that correspondence was recently received from the Irish Natura and Hill Farmers’ Association 
on the issue of land eligibility under the Direct Payment Schemes. My Department makes pay-
ment in excess of €1.5 billion annually to over 130,000 farmers in Ireland under EU funded or 
partially funded Direct Aid Schemes. Therefore, it is important that the provisions of the gov-
erning EU Regulations are adhered to in the application of these Schemes.

In accordance with the provisions of Regulation (EU) No 1307/2014 and of other relevant 
regulations, Member States may decide that land which can be grazed and which forms part 
of established local practices where grasses and other herbaceous forage are traditionally not 
predominant in grazing areas is to be considered to be permanent grassland. The areas as de-
scribed, excluding established scrub and ungrazed heather will, in general terms, be eligible 
under the Basic Payment Scheme provided there is evidence of an agricultural activity being 
carried out. In reality, such areas were already eligible in Ireland under the Single Payment 
Scheme provided that there was a farming activity on the land and this remains the position 
under the Basic Payment Scheme.  The agricultural activity required must be appropriate to the 
type of land involved and should ensure that the area eligible for payment remains in this state.
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03/03/2015WRN02300Grassland Sheep Scheme Applications

03/03/2015WRN02400298. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason a person (details supplied) did not receive approximately €2,000 for the grassland 
sheep scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9396/15]

03/03/2015WRN02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2014 Grassland Sheep Scheme was received from the person named on 13 May 
2014. Payments under this Scheme are based on per hectare basis, calculated from an average 
of the number of breeding ewes listed on the 2012 and 2013 annual sheep census. Mountain 
Type Grazing grassland requires 2.5 breeding ewes per hectare. The person named declared an 
average of 200 breeding ewes thereby determining a payable area of 80 Mountain Type Grazing 
hectares. However, as the area declared by the person named was 50.82 Mountain Type Grazing 
hectares, payment issued accordingly based on this area. Under the Terms and Conditions of the 
Scheme, payment is issued on the calculated payable area or the area declared by the applicant, 
whichever is the lower.

03/03/2015WRN02600Army Barracks Closures

03/03/2015WRN02700299. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Defence if unused portacabins, from 
either the Fermoy or Kilworth Army camps, could be donated to an organisation (details sup-
plied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8851/15]

03/03/2015WRN02800Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The former Reserve Defence Force prop-
erty at Fitzgerald Barracks, Fermoy was sold in 2014 and is no longer under the ownership of 
my Department. I have been advised by the Defence Forces that there are no surplus portacab-
ins available in Lynch Camp, Kilworth at this time nor are there any surplus portacabins in the 
Old Barracks in Fermoy. 

I regret on this occasion my Department cannot be of assistance.

03/03/2015WRN02900Defence Forces Personnel

03/03/2015WRN03000300. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Defence the progress made in rela-
tion to the pay and conditions for contract soldiers; if the term of service will be extended; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9063/15]

03/03/2015WRN03100Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): As I have outlined previously, a claim 
was received from the Permanent Defence Force Other Ranks Representative Association (PD-
FORRA) in relation to this matter and was referred to third party adjudication in accordance 
with the Conciliation and Arbitration Scheme for members of the Permanent Defence Force. 

The adjudication hearing took place on 30 January 2015 and the report of the Adjudicator 
was issued to all parties to the Scheme on 12 February 2015. In accordance with the Scheme 
rules there is a procedure to be followed with regard to the publication of the report in that it 
cannot be published before presentation to Dáil Eireann. 

My Department is currently in discussions with PDFORRA and the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform with regard to the findings of the adjudication. This is to ensure that 
there are no misunderstandings between the parties to the Scheme. Once this process has been 
completed, a decision will be made in respect of this matter.
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03/03/2015WRN03200Departmental Legal Costs

03/03/2015WRN03300301. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Defence if his Department, or State 
bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department, use solicitors firms (details supplied); 
the amount paid to these solicitors each year from 2011 to 2014 by his Department, or State 
bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department; the date until which his Department, or 
State bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department, are contracted to use these solicitors 
firms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9191/15]

03/03/2015WRN03400Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Defence Organisation, which in-
cludes Civil Servants, Military personnel, and Civilian Employees attached to military instal-
lations, has not engaged the services of the solicitor firms named by the Deputy in the period 
from 2011 to 2014. 

The State Boards under the aegis of the Department of Defence when the Government took 
office were the Civil Defence Board, the Army Pensions Board and the Board of Coiste an As-
gard. The solicitor firms named by the Deputy were not engaged by these State Boards during 
the period referred to by the Deputy.

03/03/2015WRN03500Overseas Missions

03/03/2015WRN03600302. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence if it is possible for the mili-
tary authorities to organise the delivery of light goods or materials sent by families to members 
of the Defence Forces serving overseas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9259/15]

03/03/2015WRN03700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Defence Forces do not operate a 
postal delivery service of light goods or materials sent by families of Defence Forces personnel 
serving overseas.  Prior to deployment all personnel are provided with the overseas contingent 
postal address which they may provide to family members wishing to send material to them. 
The overseas contingent’s National Support Element coordinates the collection from that postal 
address and its onward distribution to personnel. 

The Defence Forces ensure that personnel have an adequate supply of personal material 
while overseas through:

- Comprehensive pre-deployment training and briefing of overseas contingents ensuring 
personnel are fully aware of what personal items can be brought to a mission area.

- The provision of an appropriate baggage allowance to allow for a number of personal 
items to be brought overseas.

- The provision for the local purchase of personal items such as toiletries through the con-
tingent National Support Element.   

There are no plans to change these arrangements which are currently working effectively.

03/03/2015WRN03800Property Registration Authority Administration

03/03/2015WRN03900303. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views on the Prop-
erty Registration Authority policy of non-representation and non-attendance in section 19 ap-
peals of the Registration of Titles Act 1964; and if she will explain the way this is not at variance 
with its statutory role as set out in the Registration of Deed and Title Act 2006, Part 2. [9216/15]
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03/03/2015WRN04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Appeals to the court, un-
der Section 19 of the Registration of Title Act 1964, must be distinguished from court proceed-
ings in which the Property Registration Authority (PRA) is a party or where it assists the court 
by the production of documents or the provision of expert testimony on registration practices 
and procedures. 

When the PRA decides to grant to refuse an application based on the prescribed evidence 
presented, it is exercising a quasi-judicial role, particularly in disputed applications. Any party, 
aggrieved by the decision of the PRA may appeal to the court under Section 19 of the Registra-
tion of Title Act 1964.  In these instances, the PRA is an independent impartial adjudicator with 
no vested interest in the outcome. The PRA is neither a party nor a witness to the proceedings 
before it and it ought not, therefore, be a party or a witness in the hearing of any appeal from 
its decision. It is the function of the appellate court to review or re-examine the evidence pre-
sented at first instance and then to annul or confirm, with or without modification, the decision 
or ruling of the PRA. This is no different to any other situation where an appellate court hears 
an appeal from a lower court or judicial or quasi-judicial body. 

It is therefore a matter of jurisprudence, rather than policy, that the PRA does not attend 
court and is not represented at hearings of Section 19 appeals from its decisions. Part 2 of the 
Registration of Deeds and Title Act 2006 provides for the establishment and governance of the 
PRA and the continuance of contracts and court proceedings to which the Registrar of Titles 
was a party immediately before establishment day. It does not alter the nature of the quasi-
judicial role of the PRA, previously vested in the Registrar of Titles, under the Registration of 
Title Act 1964. The PRA remains legally independent in that regard.

03/03/2015WRN04100UN Conventions Ratification

03/03/2015WRN04200304. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will commit to 
ratifying the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as soon as possible; if 
she will ensure that the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Bill is dealt with urgently; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [9265/15]

03/03/2015WRN04300Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Aodhán Ó 
Ríordáin): The Government has given a firm commitment to ratify the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities and intends to proceed to ratification as quickly as possible, 
taking into account the need to ensure all necessary legislative and administrative requirements 
under the Convention are met. As the Deputy is aware, Ireland has a dualist legal system and 
therefore does not become party to treaties until it is first in a position to comply with the obli-
gations imposed by them, including the amendment of domestic law as necessary. 

A team has been charged with examining all outstanding obstacles to ratification, and has 
nearly completed the first phase of its work, which includes identifying all areas which will 
need attention to make ratification possible. An Interdepartmental Committee is in place, and 
met recently to review issues and the action and timeframe required to tackle them. Many of 
these issues involve amending unsuitable and outmoded language and in some cases, archaic 
legal provisions, in existing legislation. Another key task which is underway involves examin-
ing how the important issue of Reasonable Accommodation can be achieved in a meaningful 
way within our Constitutional framework as interpreted by the Supreme Court. 

Progress towards ratification therefore continues to be made. One of the core elements of 
the remaining work to be completed is the enactment of capacity legislation. The Assisted Deci-
sion-Making (Capacity) Bill, published on 17 July 2013, provides a series of options to support 
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people with impaired capacity to make decisions and exercise their basic rights in line with the 
principles of the UN Convention. It undertakes a comprehensive reform of existing legislation 
governing capacity. The Bill is currently awaiting Committee Stage in the Dáil.

03/03/2015WRN04400Judicial Council Legislation

03/03/2015WRN04500305. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the judicial 
council will be placed on a statutory footing; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[8749/15]

03/03/2015WRN04600349. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the pro-
posed judicial council, which has been under discussion for 16 years, will be legislated for; and 
if this proposal will include a mechanism for complaints to be investigated, of a judge’s alleged 
misconduct, as had been previously proposed by the judicial conduct committee; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [9253/15]

03/03/2015WRN04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 305 and 349 together.

As the Deputies will be aware, the Programme for Government undertakes to “legislate 
to establish a Judicial Council, with lay representation, to provide an effective mechanism for 
dealing with complaints against judges”.  This commitment is being pursued by way of the 
proposed Judicial Council Bill which will provide for the establishment of a Judicial Council 
and Board of that Council to promote excellence and high standards of conduct by judges.  In 
addition, the proposed Bill will provide for the establishment of a Judicial Conduct Committee, 
the membership of which will include lay persons, to facilitate investigation of allegations of 
judicial misconduct. 

Work on the drafting of the Bill continues in conjunction with the Office of the Attorney 
General and it is envisaged that it will be published during this Parliamentary session.

03/03/2015WRN04800Policing Authority Establishment

03/03/2015WRN04900306. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the resources and 
facilities available to the chair designate (details supplied) of the proposed Garda authority to 
facilitate and support the chair designate in this role; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [8782/15]

03/03/2015WRN05000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The chairperson desig-
nate of the Policing Authority has been provided with office facilities and a transition team to 
enable her to do preparatory work ahead of the passing of the legislation which will establish 
the Authority.

03/03/2015WRO00150Community Policing

03/03/2015WRO00200307. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will pro-
vide an update on community policing in the Dublin Bay north area (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [8790/15]

03/03/2015WRO00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am informed by the 
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Garda authorities that the residential estate referred to by the Deputy is actively patrolled by 
both uniform and covert patrols attached to Clontarf Garda Station.  I am also informed that 
there have been two crime incidents reported to Gardaí so far in 2015 which relate to this par-
ticular estate. Local Garda management is satisfied all available resources are optimised to en-
sure the delivery of an effective and committed service to the residents of the estate in question.

A Garda attached to the Community Policing Unit at Clontarf is specifically assigned to the 
estate.  Community Gardaí have responsibility for engaging in a proactive manner with neigh-
bourhood watch groups, residents association, schools, businesses, voluntary organisations etc, 
as well as addressing local issues within their respective areas. In addition, the community 
policing unit has a crime prevention role by way of call-backs to victims of crimes in their 
respective areas, as well as carrying out dedicated patrols with a view to building relationships 
within communities.

Finally, I am advised that local Garda management closely monitors patrols and other op-
erational strategies, in light of crime trends and policing needs of the area in question, and the 
situation will be kept under review to ensure that optimum use is made of Garda resources.

03/03/2015WRO00350Garda Misconduct Allegations

03/03/2015WRO00400308. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will meet with 
Justice4All to discuss the proposed establishment of a criminal justice inspectorate in view 
of the unique knowledge Justice4All has regarding the shortcomings in the present system. 
[8799/15]

03/03/2015WRO00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): A proposal to establish 
a criminal justice inspectorate is currently under consideration. There will be consultation with 
appropriate parties as the proposals are developed.  In the first instance, I would welcome any 
written submission that the Justice4All group would like to make on the matter.

03/03/2015WRO00550Garda Operations

03/03/2015WRO00600309. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set out the protocol 
by which persons may gain recourse to compensation for losses, or the payment of costs, arising 
from damage caused to their property by members of An Garda Síochána acting in the course 
of their duties. [8802/15]

03/03/2015WRO00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Claims from property 
owners for damage caused to their properties arising from searches undertaken by the Garda 
Síochána are delegated to and managed by the State Claims Agency (SCA) and claims should 
be submitted in writing to the Agency.  Each claim is considered separately depending on the 
particular facts of the case.

The general policy of the State Claims Agency, however, in relation to such claims is that 
where the Gardaí cause damage to property in conducting a search, any claim from the property 
owner in respect of that damage is contested unless there’s demonstrable negligence on the part 
of the Garda authorities and-or where they did not have a search warrant or other lawful author-
ity to carry out a forced entry operation.  Search warrants authorise the Gardaí to use force to 
gain entry to a property if necessary and the Gardaí have no legal liability to the property owner 
for the damage caused in forcing entry to the property.  The approach taken by the State Claims 
Agency in contesting these claims has been upheld by the Courts in a number of claims brought 
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to Court by property owners.

03/03/2015WRO00750Citizenship Applications

03/03/2015WRO00800310. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a person 
(details supplied) in County Galway can expect a decision on an application for Irish citizen-
ship; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8812/15]

03/03/2015WRO00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Officials in the Citizen-
ship Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) inform me that there 
is no record of an application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to in the 
Deputy’s question.  As the person concerned has no current right of residency in the State, she 
would not be in a position to meet the lawful residency criteria applicable to persons applying 
to my Department for a Certificate of Naturalisation.

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for citizenship if and when they are in a 
position to meet the statutory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Nationality and Citizen-
ship Act 1956 as amended.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

03/03/2015WRO00950Garda Operations

03/03/2015WRO01000311. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if her attention has 
been drawn to a proposed protest against the Love Ulster parade, planned for 28 March 2015, 
by the Seán Heuston Dublin 1916 Society; her views on concerns surrounding the proposed 
parade in view of previous incidents surrounding this event; the policing strategy that will be 
put in place for this event; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8840/15]

03/03/2015WRO01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am aware of the pos-
sibility of demonstrations of the kind to which the Deputy refers in his question.  While sup-
porting fully the right of individuals to protest, I am sure the House will agree that any protest 
must take place within the law and it must respect the rights of others.

It is the responsibility of An Garda Síochána to put in place appropriate and proportionate 
operational plans for parades and similar events in the public arena, taking account of the needs 
of all stakeholders and having regard to the requirement to ensure public safety.  As a matter of 
practice, An Garda Síochána do what they can to facilitate lawful protests and demonstrations, 
and to endeavour to provide a safe environment for participants while taking into account the 
rights of all the community.  It is important, therefore, that any persons involved in demonstra-
tions of the kind referred to would liaise closely with An Garda Síochána and be subject to their 
advice.

03/03/2015WRO01150Policing Authority Establishment
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03/03/2015WRO01200312. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the new Garda 
authority will be fully functional; if all internal competitions for Garda promotions will now be 
conducted by this authority; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8841/15]

03/03/2015WRO01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the drafting of a Bill to provide for the establishment of the new Policing Authority is 
being progressed on a priority basis.  In this context, the functions of the Authority are being 
addressed.

03/03/2015WRO01350Garda Deployment

03/03/2015WRO01400313. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set out the way 
Garda resources have been re-allocated from crime fighting measures to police water protests; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8842/15]

03/03/2015WRO01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of personnel, among the 
Garda Regions, Divisions, and Districts. Garda management keep this distribution under con-
tinuing review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the best 
possible use is made of these resources. I have no function in the process.

The statutory functions of An Garda Síochána include the preservation of peace and public 
order, protecting life and property and vindicating the human rights of individuals. Accordingly, 
Gardaí have attended routinely at water meter installations and protests where it has been neces-
sary to perform these functions.

03/03/2015WRO01550Garda Security Escorts

03/03/2015WRO01600314. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if new security proto-
cols have been agreed with An Garda Síochána relating to the protection of Ministers and other 
Government officials; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8843/15]

03/03/2015WRO01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will appre-
ciate that for good reason it is not the policy, nor would it be in the public interest, to comment 
on matters relating to the personal security of Ministers and other Government officials.  How-
ever, as a matter of course, An Garda Síochána continually keep such matters under review.

03/03/2015WRO01750Garda Policing Plans

03/03/2015WRO01800315. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to outline the new 
measures that have been taken to improve the policing of Dublin city centre; if she will provide 
an update to her announcement on 18 December 2014 outlining measures to improve public 
safety in Dublin city centre; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8844/15]

03/03/2015WRO01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy is aware 
I fully support the combined efforts of An Garda Síochána, and other agencies in addressing 
policing and related issues in Dublin City Centre.  I met with Dublin business associations at 
the end of last year to discuss their concerns, having met shortly beforehand with An Garda 
Síochána, Dublin City Council, HSE Addiction Services and the Dublin Homelessness Execu-
tive.  These meetings provided a welcome opportunity to discuss how all concerned can work 
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together to address these issues, and this cooperation is being maintained through the Dublin 
City Business Forum and a High Level Group involving the relevant state agencies.

The measures already in hand include enhanced City Centre policing initiatives as part of 
the ongoing implementation of the Dublin City Centre Policing Plan.  This involves a high-
visibility uniformed presence on key thoroughfares, as well as the use of undercover Gardaí as 
appropriate.

In addition a new multi-agency street outreach approach is being used to work with vul-
nerable and high-risk individuals and an offender management programme is being piloted to 
address repeat offending in the Dublin City area.  The Government’s initiatives to tackle home-
lessness, including the provision of additional emergency beds and access to necessary health 
and other supports, are also helping to address broader aspects of the problems sometimes 
experienced on our streets.

I am encouraged at this very positive and ongoing engagement and am currently awaiting a 
further update from the Garda authorities, and will continue to engage with business and other 
stakeholders.  I will contact the Deputy again directly as soon as the Garda report is to hand.

03/03/2015WRO01950Prisoner Data

03/03/2015WRO02000316. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to detail the total 
prison population; the number of prisoners, in tabular form, broken down by prison; the capac-
ity of each prison within the State; the percentage occupation of each prison; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [8845/15]

03/03/2015WRO02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy may be 
aware the Irish Prison Service collates and publishes the prisoner population breakdown on a 
daily basis and this information is available on the Irish Prison Service website www.irishpris-
ons.ie.

I can inform the Deputy that on 2nd March, 2015, there were 3,776 prisoners in custody 
as compared to a bed capacity of 4,126.  This represents an occupancy level of 92%.  A full 
breakdown to include, capacity, number in custody and percentage of bed capacity is set out in 
the table.

Institution Bed Capacity Number in Custody % of Bed Capacity
Mountjoy Campus

Mountjoy (Male) 554 542 98%
Mountjoy (Female) 105 112 107%
Training Unit 96 83 86%
St Patrick’s 34 5 15%

West Dublin Campus
Cloverhill 431 354 82%
Wheatfield 550 471 86%

Portlaoise Campus
Midlands 870 824 95%
Portlaoise 291 226 78%
Cork 210 240 114%
Limerick (Male) 220 215 98%
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Institution Bed Capacity Number in Custody % of Bed Capacity
Limerick (Female) 28 22 79%
Castlerea 340 325 96%
Arbour Hill 142 141 99%
Loughan House 140 117 84%
Shelton Abbey 115 99 86%
Totals 4,126 3,776 92%

As outlined in the Irish Prison Service Three Year Strategic Plan 2012 - 2015, it is intended 
to align the bed capacity of our prisons with the guidelines laid down by the Inspector of Pris-
ons, in so far as this is compatible with public safety and the integrity of the criminal justice 
system. This has been completed for 9 out of the 14 prisons in the State. The number in custody 
on 2nd March (3,776) represented 95% of the Inspector of Prisons recommended total of 3,982. 

The Deputy will be aware that the average number of prisoners in custody in Ireland rose 
from 3,321 during 2007 to 4,318 during 2012, an increase of over 30%. Likewise the total num-
ber of committals to prison also rose sharply during the same period, from 11,934 in 2007 to 
17,026 in 2012 – an increase of over 43%.

2013 saw the first significant decrease in prison numbers since 2007. There were 15,735 
committals to prison in 2013 which was a decrease of 7.6% on the 2012 figure. The overall 
daily average number of prisoners in custody has also dropped in recent years.  The average 
number in custody for 2014 was 3,916 a reduction of 10.8% on the 2011 average of 4,390.

The Deputy may wish to note that the number in custody reached a peak of 4,621 on 23rd 
February 2011. Today there are 845 less prisoners in custody which represents a decrease of 
18%.

03/03/2015WRO02150Temporary Release of Prisoners

03/03/2015WRO02200317. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will provide in 
tabular form the number of prisoners currently on temporary release, broken down by prison; 
the type of offence of which the prisoner was convicted; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [8846/15]

03/03/2015WRO02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy may be 
aware the Irish Prison Service collates and publishes the prisoner population breakdown includ-
ing numbers on temporary release on a daily basis and this information is available on the Irish 
Prison Service website www.irishprisons.ie.  The information requested by the Deputy is set 
out in the tables.

On 2nd March 2015 there were 509 prisoners (11.5%) on temporary release across the 
prison system. This included 144 prisoners who were serving less than 3 months solely for the 
non-payment of a Court ordered fine and 173 prisoners who were on structured temporary re-
lease programmes such as the Community Return Programme or Community Support Scheme.

The legislative basis for making decisions on temporary release are fully set out in the 
Criminal Justice Act 1960, as amended by the Criminal Justice (Temporary Release of Prison-
ers) Act 2003.

A prisoner may apply through the prison Governor for consideration for temporary release.  
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Their family or their legal representative can also apply for consideration of such a concession. 
It is very important to note that it does not necessarily follow that a prisoner will receive tem-
porary release even if the recommendation made by the prison authorities and/or therapeutic 
services is to that effect. Each application is considered on its individual merits and a number of 
factors are taken into account when making a decision on whether to grant temporary release.

The Deputy will be aware that the Irish Prison Service Three Year Strategic Plan 2012-2015 
and the  Joint Prison Service/Probation Service Strategic Plan 2013-2015 includes working 
towards the objective of ensuring that all prisoners released early from custody are placed on 
appropriate structured programme of temporary release.

The Community Return Scheme is an initiative whereby carefully selected prisoners, serv-
ing sentences between 1 year and 8 years, can be granted reviewable temporary release coupled 
with a requirement to do community service work such as painting, gardening or graffiti re-
moval in a supervised group setting. The type of work involved is intended to assist the com-
munity and the scheme is involved with a large number of charitable organisations and local 
community groups.

In addition to Community Return, a Community Support Scheme has also been introduced 
to reduce recidivism rates of short term prisoners by arranging for additional support structures 
post release and by providing for a more structured form of temporary release.

Breakdown by Establishment

Establishment Total
Castlerea Prison 22
Cloverhill Remand Prison 16
Cork Prison 107
Limerick Prison 67
Loughan House 16
Midlands Prison 40
Mountjoy Prison (Female) 41
Mountjoy Prison (Male) 117
Portlaoise Prison 3
Shelton Abbey 7
The Training Unit 22
Wheatfield Place of Detention 51
Total 509

Breakdown by Offence Group

Offence Group Description Total
Homicide Offences 1
Attempts/Threat to Murder, Assaults, Ha-
rassments and Related Offences

50

Dangerous or Negligent Acts 26
Kidnapping and Related Offences 2
Robbery, Extortion and Hijacking Offences 15
Burglary and Related Offences 24
Theft and Related Offences 79
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Offence Group Description Total
Fraud, Deception and Related Offences 17
Controlled Drug Offences 147
Weapons and Explosives Offences 11
Damage to Property and the Environment 8
Public Order and Social Code Offences 23
Road and Traffic Offences 77
Offences re Government, Justice Procedures 
and Organisation of Crime

19

Offences Not Elsewhere Classified 10
Total 509

03/03/2015WRO02350Crime Data

03/03/2015WRO02400318. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to detail the number 
of persons who breached bail in 2014; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8847/15]

03/03/2015WRO02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Garda Síochána Act 
2005 makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime statistics by the Central Sta-
tistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has established a dedicated 
unit for this purpose.

I have asked the CSO to forward relevant statistics directly to the Deputy.

03/03/2015WRO02550Garda Recruitment

03/03/2015WRO02600319. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
provide in tabular form details of the allocation of new Garda recruits due to be sworn in during 
May 2015 on a district basis; and the process and factors considered for that district allocation. 
[8937/15]

03/03/2015WRO02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of personnel, among the 
Garda Regions, Divisions, and Districts. Garda management keep this distribution under con-
tinuing review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the best 
possible use is made of these resources.

The first intake since 2009 of 100 new recruits entered training at the Garda College, Tem-
plemore, on 15th September 2014.  As part of Budget 2015, a further intake of 200 recruits in 
two batches was announced.  On 15 December 2014, the first 100 of these batches commenced 
their training.  The remaining 100 entered the college in early February.  This will bring to 300 
the number of recruits in the Garda College and is a measure of the Government’s commitment 
to ensure that recruitment to An Garda Síochána continues seamlessly.  The September intake 
will attest as members of the Garda Síochána in May 2015 and the December intake will attest 
in August 2015.  On attestation they will be assigned to Garda stations throughout the country 
by the Garda Commissioner.

03/03/2015WRO02750Road Traffic Accidents Data
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03/03/2015WRO02800320. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to set down the num-
ber of road traffic accidents reported to the Garda on the road formerly known as the N32 in the 
years 2012, 2013, and 2014; the number of those accidents that were minor, serious and fatal in 
each of those years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8944/15]

03/03/2015WRO02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested a report 
from the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy and am advised 
that the information requested is currently being collated. I will contact the Deputy directly as 
soon as the report is to hand.

03/03/2015WRO02950Garda Recruitment

03/03/2015WRO03000321. Deputy Tom Barry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to outline the protocol 
to be followed by persons who wish to join An Garda Síochána; and the protocol and proce-
dures they must follow to meet a full application. [8964/15]

03/03/2015WRO03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Recruitment to An Gar-
da Síochána is governed by the Garda Síochána (Admissions & Appointments) Regulations, 
1988 as amended.  Recruitment to An Garda Síochána is run by the Public Appointments Ser-
vice on behalf of An Garda Síochána.  Information on any future competitions to An Garda 
Síochána can be obtained on www.publicjobs.ie.

03/03/2015WRO03150Departmental Staff Promotions

03/03/2015WRO03200322. Deputy Joe Costello asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in respect of the two 
upcoming internal promotions in her Department whether the application forms have been vet-
ted, and whether any applications that exceeded the page limit or expanded the boxes on the 
form have been disqualified from the application process, in accordance with the competition 
criteria; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8981/15]

03/03/2015WRO03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Hu-
man Resources Division of my Department that the respective internal circulars governing the 
two competitions contain the following references:

- Candidates should only use the space provided and only material contained in the allo-
cated space shall be eligible for consideration; and

- Section A - Statement of Suitability (of not more than one page in length in the space pro-
vided).

It is not the case, therefore, that the competitions in question oblige the disqualification of 
candidates whose forms exceed the limit or have expanded boxes, only that information, not 
contained in the allocated space, will not be considered.  However, a certain degree of common 
sense does prevail in the consideration of each application.

As I have already informed the Deputy, in response to PQ No 339 of 22 February 2015, my 
Department is satisfied that the competitions in question are being operated in strict accordance 
with the guidelines set out by the Commission for Public Service Appointments. If, however, 
the Deputy is aware of specific concerns being raised by an applicant it is suggested that these 
be brought to the attention of the Department’s Personnel Officer.

It is also open to any candidate who has any concerns to make a complaint to the Commis-
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sion.

03/03/2015WRP00150Prisoner Releases

03/03/2015WRP00200323. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will confirm 
that prisoners in Mountjoy prison, or Wheatfield prison, were released prematurely to make 
room for the four community activists who were jailed for contempt of court on 19 and 20 
February 2015.  [9028/15]

03/03/2015WRP00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can confirm that no 
prisoners were released prematurely to facilitate the imprisonment of four people convicted for 
Contempt of Court.

03/03/2015WRP00350Garda Reserve

03/03/2015WRP00400324. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when Garda Re-
serves will be allowed to carry out the new powers and procedures that they have been trained 
for, and have been waiting to be granted for over two years, as reflected in the exchanges (de-
tails supplied) in the Houses of the Oireachtas with the former Minister for Justice and Equality; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9038/15]

03/03/2015WRP00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I fully support the im-
portant role of the Garda Reserve in the delivery of the policing service.  I am informed by the 
Garda Commissioner that she is currently finalising arrangements to extend the powers and 
functions of Reserve members with a view to implementation at an early date.

03/03/2015WRP00550Naturalisation Applications

03/03/2015WRP00600325. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
residency status in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Waterford; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [9060/15]

03/03/2015WRP00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person concerned 
has applied for a right of residency in the State, accompanied by a right to work, based on his 
parentage of an Irish citizen child, and based also on the principles of the Zambrano Judgment.  
This application is under consideration at present. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

03/03/2015WRP00750Legislative Programme

03/03/2015WRP00800326. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when she expects the 
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provisions of the Legal Services Regulation Bill 2011 to be fully functional; the rationale for 
including a provision allowing for legal partnerships; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [9062/15]

03/03/2015WRP00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Legal Services 
Regulation Bill, which was published on 12 October 2011, has completed both Second and 
Committee Stages in the Dáil.  It commenced Dáil Report Stage on 11 July 2014 which is to 
resume on 21 April.  It is my intention that the Bill be enacted so that the new Legal Services 
Regulatory Authority come into operation during the first half of 2015.  Legal Partnerships are 
one of those reforms which have been a key part of the Bill since its publication.

As I have previously announced in my Press Statement of 9 December 2014, Legal Partner-
ships are among those matters in relation to which I will be bringing forward amendments for 
the resumption of Dáil Report Stage.  As part of those amendments, the provisions of the Bill 
dealing with Legal Partnerships, that is to say partnerships between solicitors and/or barristers 
in any combination, will now be set out separately.  It will be provided that public consultations 
on the operation and management of Legal Partnerships will be conducted within six months 
of the establishment of the new Legal Services Regulatory Authority.  Legal Partnerships will 
then be introduced within six months of the completion of those public consultations.  Once 
introduced, operation of the new Legal Partnerships will be subject to five-yearly review. 

The introduction of Legal Partnerships will provide early alternatives in the way solicitors 
and/or barristers can work together in responding to the needs of a modern legal services mar-
ket. Both are regulated professions and have established status and rights of appearance before 
the Courts and both are eligible to apply for judicial appointment.  There is already an estab-
lished, recognised and regulated system for switching between the professions of barrister and 
solicitor and this is something which now takes place on a regular basis.  Indeed, there is a now 
growing number of practitioners who have worked under the two professions.  The two legal 
professions already work closely with each other in the conduct of legal business and litigation.  
They have common legal expertise and competence in areas such as arbitration and mediation. 
Some barristers already share premises and facilities, as solicitors do, and Legal Partnerships 
will enable both professions to avail of the economies that can so be achieved to the benefit of 
both lawyers and the consumers of their services. 

Both of the legal professions will be regulated by the new Legal Services Regulatory Au-
thority and by the new conduct and disciplinary regime under which they will both be answer-
able ultimately to the Legal Practitioners Disciplinary Tribunal.  Without going outside the two 
existing legal professions who already have established, regulated and in some cases, overlap-
ping functions, there is a very substantial platform upon which, augmented by the public con-
sultation process, we can modernise the legal services market through the early introduction of 
Legal Partnerships.

03/03/2015WRP00950Garda Investigations

03/03/2015WRP01000327. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 328 of 17 February 2015, if she has received a report on the matter 
from the Garda Commissioner; and if not, if she will provide a timeframe for receipt of same.  
[9086/15]

03/03/2015WRP01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I expect to be in a posi-
tion to communicate with the Deputy about this matter in the near future.
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03/03/2015WRP01150Coroners Service

03/03/2015WRP01200328. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 323 of 17 February 2015, if she has received a report on the matter from 
the Garda authorities; and if not, if she will provide a time frame for receipt of same. [9087/15]

03/03/2015WRP01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): In my previous reply to 
Parliamentary Question No. 323 of 17 February 2015 I undertook to contact the Deputy again 
when the relevant information had been received from the Garda authorities regarding the re-
view.  I can confirm that a letter was issued to the Deputy on 3 March 2015 in this respect.

03/03/2015WRP01350Garda Reserve

03/03/2015WRP01400329. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of appli-
cations currently outstanding to join the Garda Síochána Reserve; the waiting time for a deci-
sion on an application; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9135/15]

03/03/2015WRP01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have been informed by 
the Garda Commissioner that the number of applicants currently outstanding to join An Garda 
Síochána Reserves is a matter to be addressed by the Public Appointments Service who act as 
agents for the Garda Commissioner in the initial application stages for the position of Garda 
Reserve Trainee.

There is no set waiting time for a decision to accept an applicant as a Garda Reserve Trainee 
as this is contingent on a number of factors which includes security and vetting checks and 
medical examination.  The length of time these processes take to complete vary from applicant 
to applicant.

03/03/2015WRP01550Family Reunification

03/03/2015WRP01600330. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she has made a 
decision on an application for family reunification (details supplied).  [9136/15]

03/03/2015WRP01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that the application for Family Reunifi-
cation in this case was approved and a decision letter issued to the person referred to by the 
Deputy (details supplied) on the 11th February 2015.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

03/03/2015WRP01750Firearms and Ammunition Security

03/03/2015WRP01800331. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of the report 
by the Garda of some 1,700 firearms reported stolen, in the years 2010 to 2014, which includes 
17 handguns and 40 air pistols, the number of those 17 handguns which were licensed to fire-
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arms licence holders at the time of the theft; and the number stolen from the licence holders’ 
homes; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [9138/15]

03/03/2015WRP01900332. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in relation to the 40 
air pistols reported by the Garda to have been stolen, in the years 2010 to 2014, the number that 
were licensed to firearms licence holders at the time of the theft; the number stolen from the 
licence holders’ homes; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [9139/15]

03/03/2015WRP02000333. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in relation to the 40 
air pistols reported by the Garda to have been stolen, in the years 2010 to 2014, the number that 
were airsoft pistols stolen from the licence holders’ homes; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter.  [9140/15]

03/03/2015WRP02100334. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in relation to the 17 
handguns and the 40 air pistols reported by the Garda to have been stolen, in the years 2010 to 
2014, the number stolen from premises other than licence holders’ homes, for example, club 
premises, firearms dealers’ premises or from the homes or premises of persons who were not the 
licence holders; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [9141/15]

03/03/2015WRP02200335. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of the 
1,700 firearms reported stolen, in the years 2010 to 2014, which were unlawfully taken from 
places or premises, to which the provisions of Statutory Instrument No. 307 of 2009 Firearms 
(Secure Accommodation) Regulations 2009 expressly applied at the time of the thefts; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [9142/15]

03/03/2015WRP02300336. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of the 
1,700 firearms reported stolen in the years 2010 to 2014, that were crossbows, replica firearms, 
blank-firing firearms and de-activated firearms and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[9143/15]

03/03/2015WRP02400337. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of the 17 
handguns reported stolen that were replica, humane killers, flintlocks, blanks and de-activated 
firearms.  [9144/15]

03/03/2015WRP02500338. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of the 17 
handguns reported stolen, in the years 2010 to 2014, that were taken from members of the secu-
rity services here and-or in this jurisdiction from members of the security services of Northern 
Ireland; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [9145/15]

03/03/2015WRP02600339. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if any of the 17 hand-
guns reported stolen were air pistols, within the meaning of the Firearms Acts; if so, the number 
of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [9146/15]

03/03/2015WRP02700340. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of the 17 
handguns reported stolen that were centrefire guns; rimfire guns; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9147/15]

03/03/2015WRP02800341. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if any of the 40 air 
pistols reported stolen were airsoft pistols, within the meaning of the Firearms Acts; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [9148/15]

03/03/2015WRP02900342. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of the 1,700 
firearms reported as stolen, in the years 2010 to 2014, 753 of which are unaccounted for, and 
given that it is not revealed what type they are, if she will provide a breakdown of this figure; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9149/15]
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03/03/2015WRP03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 331 to 342, inclusive, together.

The Deputy’s questions relate to information provided by An Garda Síochána in response to 
Parliamentary Questions seeking information regarding the numbers of firearms reported stolen 
over the past five years.  The figures relate to licensed and unlicensed firearms stolen over the 
period, including those stolen from Firearms Dealers.  The information from the Garda PULSE 
system which was used to compile this information follows.  This information from PULSE 
cannot be amended or updated for statistical purposes.  As indicated in response to the Deputies 
the total figure for firearms stolen of 1,710 between 2010 and 2014 includes 483 items in the 
category of Other, which includes humane killer, starting gun and blank firing gun.  

Year Division Type Count
2010 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2010 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Gun safe 1
2010 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 2
2010 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Shotgun 1
2010 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 3
2010 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 2
2010 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2010 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Telescopic Sight 1
2010 Clare Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2010 Clare Stolen Shotgun 2
2010 Clare Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 2
2010 Clare Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 4
2010 Cork City Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 3
2010 Cork City Stolen Imitation Gun 1
2010 Cork City Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2010 Cork City Stolen Shotgun 1
2010 Cork City Stolen Shotgun (Side By Side) 1
2010 Cork City Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 1
2010 Cork City Stolen Toy Gun 1
2010 Cork North Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2010 Cork North Stolen Rifle 1
2010 Cork North Stolen Shotgun 1
2010 Cork North Stolen Shotgun (Pump Action) 1
2010 Cork North Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 2
2010 Cork West Stolen Air Rifle 3
2010 Cork West Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2010 D.M.R. Eastern Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2010 D.M.R. Eastern Stolen Rifle 1
2010 D.M.R. Eastern Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2010 D.M.R. Eastern Stolen Shotgun 1
2010 D.M.R. Eastern Stolen Shotgun (Side By Side) 1
2010 D.M.R. Eastern Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2010 D.M.R. North Central Stolen Air Pistol 1
2010 D.M.R. North Central Stolen Musket 1
2010 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Air Pistol 1
2010 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 3
2010 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Gun safe 1



3 March 2015

113

Year Division Type Count
2010 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Paintball Gun 1
2010 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Pistol (Semi Automatic) 1
2010 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Replica (Non Firing) 1
2010 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 2
2010 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2010 D.M.R. South Central Stolen Imitation Gun 1
2010 D.M.R. South Central Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2010 D.M.R. South Central Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 2
2010 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Air Pistol 1
2010 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 3
2010 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Replica (Blank Firing) 13
2010 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2010 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Shotgun 2
2010 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2010 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 1
2010 D.M.R. Western Stolen Air Rifle 1
2010 D.M.R. Western Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 6
2010 D.M.R. Western Stolen Pistol (Semi Automatic) 1
2010 D.M.R. Western Stolen Revolver 1
2010 D.M.R. Western Stolen Shotgun (Pump Action) 1
2010 D.M.R. Western Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2010 D.M.R. Western Stolen Telescopic Sight 2
2010 Donegal Stolen Air Rifle 1
2010 Donegal Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 3
2010 Donegal Stolen Imitation Gun 5
2010 Donegal Stolen Shotgun 2
2010 Donegal Stolen Shotgun (Side By Side) 2
2010 Donegal Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 3
2010 Donegal Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 5
2010 Galway Div Stolen Air Rifle 1
2010 Galway Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 2
2010 Galway Div Stolen Imitation Gun 1
2010 Galway Div Stolen Rifle 3
2010 Galway Div Stolen Shotgun 1
2010 Galway Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 3
2010 Galway Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 1
2010 Kerry Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2010 Kerry Stolen Humane Killer 1
2010 Kerry Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2010 Kerry Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2010 Kerry Stolen Shotgun 1
2010 Kildare Div Stolen Air Pistol 1
2010 Kildare Div Stolen Air Rifle 1
2010 Kildare Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 2
2010 Kildare Div Stolen Pistol (Semi Automatic) 1
2010 Kildare Div Stolen Replica (Blank Firing) 1
2010 Kildare Div Stolen Replica (Non Firing) 2
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Year Division Type Count
2010 Kildare Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2010 Kildare Div Stolen Shotgun 1
2010 Kildare Div Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 2
2010 Kildare Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 3
2010 Kildare Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2010 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Air Rifle 1
2010 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2010 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Replica (Non Firing) 5
2010 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Rifle 1
2010 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 2
2010 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Rifle (Lever Action) 1
2010 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Shotgun 3
2010 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 4
2010 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2010 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Telescopic Sight 1
2010 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Toy Gun 1
2010 Laois/Offaly Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2010 Laois/Offaly Stolen Gun safe 1
2010 Laois/Offaly Stolen Replica (Blank Firing) 1
2010 Laois/Offaly Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 2
2010 Laois/Offaly Stolen Rifle (Semi Automatic) 1
2010 Laois/Offaly Stolen Shotgun (Side By Side) 3
2010 Laois/Offaly Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 3
2010 Laois/Offaly Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 6
2010 Laois/Offaly Stolen Starting Pistol 1
2010 Limerick Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 3
2010 Limerick Stolen Gas Gun 1
2010 Limerick Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 2
2010 Limerick Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2010 Limerick Stolen Shotgun 2
2010 Limerick Stolen Shotgun (Bolt Action) 1
2010 Limerick Stolen Shotgun (Pump Action) 1
2010 Limerick Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 2
2010 Limerick Stolen Shotgun (Side By Side) 3
2010 Limerick Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 2
2010 Limerick Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 5
2010 Limerick Stolen Stun Gun 1
2010 Louth Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2010 Louth Div Stolen Pistol 1
2010 Louth Div Stolen Replica (Blank Firing) 7
2010 Louth Div Stolen Replica (Non Firing) 2
2010 Louth Div Stolen Shotgun (Pump Action) 1

Year Division Type Count
2010 Louth Div Stolen Shotgun (Side By Side) 1
2010 Louth Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2010 Mayo Stolen Imitation Gun 2
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Year Division Type Count
2010 Mayo Stolen Shotgun 1
2010 Mayo Stolen Shotgun (Side By Side) 2
2010 Mayo Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 2
2010 Meath Div Stolen Air Rifle 1
2010 Meath Div Stolen Gas Gun 5
2010 Meath Div Stolen Prohibited Weapon 2
2010 Meath Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 2
2010 Meath Div Stolen Shotgun 2
2010 Meath Div Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2010 Meath Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 2
2010 Meath Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 4
2010 Roscommon/Longford 

Div
Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1

2010 Roscommon/Longford 
Div

Stolen Shotgun 1

2010 Roscommon/Longford 
Div

Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1

2010 Roscommon/Longford 
Div

Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 4

2010 Sligo/Leitrim Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2010 Sligo/Leitrim Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2010 Sligo/Leitrim Stolen Shotgun 4
2010 Sligo/Leitrim Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2010 Tipperary Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 5
2010 Tipperary Stolen Grenade 1
2010 Tipperary Stolen Gun safe 2
2010 Tipperary Stolen Humane Killer 1
2010 Tipperary Stolen Rifle 3
2010 Tipperary Stolen Shotgun 2
2010 Tipperary Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2010 Tipperary Stolen Shotgun (Side By Side) 1
2010 Tipperary Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 7
2010 Tipperary Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 7
2010 Waterford Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 2
2010 Waterford Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2010 Waterford Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2010 Waterford Div Stolen Starting Pistol 1
2010 Westmeath Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2010 Westmeath Div Stolen Shotgun 2
2010 Westmeath Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2010 Westmeath Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 2
2010 Wexford Div Stolen 1
2010 Wexford Div Stolen Air Pistol 1
2010 Wexford Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 3
2010 Wexford Div Stolen Rifle 1
2010 Wexford Div Stolen Shotgun 4
2010 Wexford Div Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2010 Wexford Div Stolen Shotgun (Side By Side) 1
2010 Wexford Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 3
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2010 Wexford Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 2
2010 Wicklow Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 2
2010 Wicklow Div Stolen Gas Gun 1
2010 Wicklow Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 5
2010 Wicklow Div Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2010 Wicklow Div Stolen Shotgun (Pump Action) 1
2010 Wicklow Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 3
2010 Wicklow Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2010 Wicklow Div Stolen Telescopic Sight 2
2011 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Air Pistol 1
2011 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 2
2011 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 2
2011 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Shotgun 1
2011 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 2
2011 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Shotgun (Side By Side) 1
2011 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 9
2011 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 9
2011 Clare Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 5
2011 Clare Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2011 Clare Stolen Rifle (Double Barrel) 1
2011 Clare Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2011 Clare Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 5
2011 Clare Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2011 Cork City Stolen Shotgun (Pump Action) 1
2011 Cork City Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2011 Cork North Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 9
2011 Cork North Stolen Pistol 1
2011 Cork North Stolen Pistol (Semi Automatic) 1
2011 Cork North Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 3
2011 Cork North Stolen Rifle (Lever Action) 1
2011 Cork North Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2011 Cork North Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 5
2011 Cork West Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 4
2011 Cork West Stolen Gun safe 1
2011 Cork West Stolen Rifle 1
2011 Cork West Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 2
2011 Cork West Stolen Shotgun 1
2011 Cork West Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2011 Cork West Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 3
2011 Cork West Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 5

Year Division Type Count
2011 D.M.R. Eastern Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 4
2011 D.M.R. Eastern Stolen Rifle 1
2011 D.M.R. Eastern Stolen Rifle (Automatic) 1
2011 D.M.R. Eastern Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2011 D.M.R. Eastern Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
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2011 D.M.R. Eastern Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2011 D.M.R. North Central Stolen Air Pistol 1
2011 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Air Pistol 1
2011 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 2
2011 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Flare Pistol 1
2011 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2011 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2011 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Shotgun 1
2011 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 3
2011 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2011 D.M.R. South Central Stolen Air Pistol 1
2011 D.M.R. South Central Stolen Imitation Gun 1
2011 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Air Pistol 2
2011 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 2
2011 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2011 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2011 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Telescopic Sight 2
2011 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Toy Gun 1
2011 D.M.R. Western Stolen Air Pistol 1
2011 D.M.R. Western Stolen Air Rifle 2
2011 D.M.R. Western Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2011 D.M.R. Western Stolen Imitation Gun 1
2011 D.M.R. Western Stolen Rifle 1
2011 D.M.R. Western Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2011 D.M.R. Western Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2011 Donegal Stolen Air Rifle 1
2011 Donegal Stolen Shotgun 2
2011 Donegal Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2011 Donegal Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2011 Galway Div Stolen Air Rifle 1
2011 Galway Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 2
2011 Galway Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2011 Kerry Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2011 Kerry Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2011 Kerry Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 1
2011 Kildare Div Stolen Air Rifle 1
2011 Kildare Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 5
2011 Kildare Div Stolen Imitation Gun 1
2011 Kildare Div Stolen Replica (Blank Firing) 1
2011 Kildare Div Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 2
2011 Kildare Div Stolen Shotgun 4
2011 Kildare Div Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2011 Kildare Div Stolen Shotgun (Side By Side) 2
2011 Kildare Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 4
2011 Kildare Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 7
2011 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 2
2011 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Replica (Non Firing) 1
2011 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 3
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2011 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2011 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Shotgun 1
2011 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Shotgun (Pump Action) 1
2011 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 2
2011 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Shotgun (Side By Side) 1
2011 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 2
2011 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 7
2011 Laois/Offaly Stolen Air Rifle 2
2011 Laois/Offaly Stolen Humane Killer 1
2011 Laois/Offaly Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 2
2011 Laois/Offaly Stolen Rifle (Lever Action) 1
2011 Laois/Offaly Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 2
2011 Laois/Offaly Stolen Shotgun 1
2011 Laois/Offaly Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2011 Laois/Offaly Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 5
2011 Laois/Offaly Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 8
2011 Laois/Offaly Stolen Telescopic Sight 1
2011 Limerick Stolen Air Pistol 1
2011 Limerick Stolen Air Rifle 1
2011 Limerick Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 6
2011 Limerick Stolen Gun safe 1
2011 Limerick Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 3
2011 Limerick Stolen Shotgun (Pump Action) 1
2011 Limerick Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 2
2011 Limerick Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 4
2011 Louth Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2011 Louth Div Stolen Imitation Gun 3
2011 Louth Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2011 Louth Div Stolen Shotgun 1
2011 Louth Div Stolen Shotgun (Pump Action) 1
2011 Louth Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2011 Louth Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 4
2011 Mayo Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2011 Mayo Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2011 Meath Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 2
2011 Meath Div Stolen Gun safe 1
2011 Meath Div Stolen Imitation Gun 2
2011 Meath Div Stolen Rifle 4
2011 Meath Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 4
2011 Meath Div Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2011 Meath Div Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2011 Meath Div Stolen Shotgun (Side By Side) 1
2011 Meath Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 3
2011 Meath Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 16
2011 Meath Div Stolen Telescopic Sight 1
2011 Roscommon/Longford 

Div
Stolen Air Rifle 1

2011 Roscommon/Longford 
Div

Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
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2011 Roscommon/Longford 

Div
Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1

2011 Roscommon/Longford 
Div

Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 4

2011 Sligo/Leitrim Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2011 Sligo/Leitrim Stolen Gun safe 1
2011 Sligo/Leitrim Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 1
2011 Tipperary Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 3
2011 Tipperary Stolen Gun safe 1
2011 Tipperary Stolen Replica (Non Firing) 3
2011 Tipperary Stolen Rifle 1
2011 Tipperary Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 3
2011 Tipperary Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2011 Tipperary Stolen Shotgun 2
2011 Tipperary Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 10
2011 Tipperary Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 9
2011 Tipperary Stolen Stun Gun 1
2011 Waterford Div Stolen Air Rifle 1
2011 Waterford Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2011 Waterford Div Stolen Imitation Gun 2
2011 Waterford Div Stolen Replica (Non Firing) 1
2011 Waterford Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 2
2011 Waterford Div Stolen Shotgun 2
2011 Waterford Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2011 Waterford Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 2
2011 Westmeath Div Stolen Air Pistol 1
2011 Westmeath Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2011 Westmeath Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 5
2011 Wexford Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 2
2011 Wexford Div Stolen Rifle 1
2011 Wexford Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 3
2011 Wexford Div Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2011 Wexford Div Stolen Shotgun 2
2011 Wexford Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 4

Year Division Type Count
2011 Wicklow Div Stolen Air Rifle 3
2011 Wicklow Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 8
2011 Wicklow Div Stolen Pistol (Semi Automatic) 1
2011 Wicklow Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 4
2011 Wicklow Div Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 4
2011 Wicklow Div Stolen Shotgun (Pump Action) 1
2011 Wicklow Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 2
2011 Wicklow Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 15
2012 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2012 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 2
2012 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2012 Clare Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 2
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2012 Cork City Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2012 Cork City Stolen Imitation Gun 1
2012 Cork City Stolen Paintball Gun 1
2012 Cork City Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2012 Cork City Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2012 Cork City Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 5
2012 Cork North Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 3
2012 Cork North Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 2
2012 Cork North Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2012 Cork West Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2012 Cork West Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2012 Cork West Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2012 Cork West Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 3
2012 Cork West Stolen Telescopic Sight 1
2012 D.M.R. Eastern Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2012 D.M.R. North Central Stolen Flare Pistol 1
2012 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2012 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Rifle 1
2012 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2012 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Shotgun (Bolt Action) 1
2012 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2012 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Toy Gun 3
2012 D.M.R. South Central Stolen Imitation Gun 1
2012 D.M.R. South Central Stolen Shotgun (Side By Side) 1
2012 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 3
2012 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Gun safe 1
2012 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Imitation Gun 8
2012 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Rifle 1
2012 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 2
2012 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 1
2012 D.M.R. Western Stolen Air Pistol 1
2012 D.M.R. Western Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2012 D.M.R. Western Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 2
2012 Donegal Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2012 Donegal Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2012 Donegal Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 2
2012 Galway Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 4
2012 Galway Div Stolen Rifle (Lever Action) 1
2012 Galway Div Stolen Shotgun (Pump Action) 1
2012 Galway Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 3
2012 Galway Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 1
2012 Kerry Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2012 Kerry Stolen Rifle 1
2012 Kerry Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2012 Kerry Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2012 Kildare Div Stolen Air Pistol 2
2012 Kildare Div Stolen Air Rifle 2
2012 Kildare Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 5
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2012 Kildare Div Stolen Gas Gun 1
2012 Kildare Div Stolen Gun safe 1
2012 Kildare Div Stolen Humane Killer 1
2012 Kildare Div Stolen Rifle 1
2012 Kildare Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 4
2012 Kildare Div Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2012 Kildare Div Stolen Shotgun (Pump Action) 1
2012 Kildare Div Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2012 Kildare Div Stolen Shotgun (Side By Side) 1
2012 Kildare Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2012 Kildare Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 9
2012 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Air Pistol 1
2012 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Air Rifle 3
2012 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 2
2012 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Gun safe 1
2012 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Imitation Gun 1
2012 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Revolver 1
2012 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 4
2012 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 3
2012 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 7
2012 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Toy Gun 1
2012 Laois/Offaly Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 3
2012 Laois/Offaly Stolen Gun safe 1
2012 Laois/Offaly Stolen Rifle 2
2012 Laois/Offaly Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 3
2012 Laois/Offaly Stolen Shotgun (Pump Action) 1
2012 Laois/Offaly Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2012 Laois/Offaly Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 4
2012 Laois/Offaly Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 8
2012 Laois/Offaly Stolen Telescopic Sight 1
2012 Laois/Offaly Stolen Toy Gun 1
2012 Limerick Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 4
2012 Limerick Stolen Gun safe 1
2012 Limerick Stolen Imitation Gun 1
2012 Limerick Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2012 Limerick Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 2
2012 Limerick Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2012 Louth Div Stolen Air Pistol 1
2012 Louth Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2012 Louth Div Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2012 Louth Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2012 Louth Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 1
2012 Mayo Stolen Air Pistol 1
2012 Mayo Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2012 Mayo Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2012 Meath Div Stolen Air Rifle 1
2012 Meath Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 4
2012 Meath Div Stolen Gun safe 1
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2012 Meath Div Stolen Pistol 1
2012 Meath Div Stolen Pistol (Semi Automatic) 1
2012 Meath Div Stolen Rifle 1
2012 Meath Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 4
2012 Meath Div Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2012 Meath Div Stolen Shotgun (Pump Action) 1
2012 Meath Div Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2012 Meath Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 3
2012 Meath Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 9
2012 Roscommon/Longford 

Div
Stolen Rifle 1

2012 Roscommon/Longford 
Div

Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 3

2012 Sligo/Leitrim Stolen Air Pistol 3
2012 Sligo/Leitrim Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2012 Sligo/Leitrim Stolen Replica (Non Firing) 1
2012 Sligo/Leitrim Stolen Shotgun (Pump Action) 1
2012 Sligo/Leitrim Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2012 Sligo/Leitrim Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 2
2012 Tipperary Stolen Cartridges / Rounds of 

Ammo.
1

2012 Tipperary Stolen Gun safe 1
2012 Tipperary Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2012 Tipperary Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2012 Tipperary Stolen Shotgun (Pump Action) 1
2012 Tipperary Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 2
2012 Tipperary Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 5

Year Division Type Count
2012 Tipperary Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 5
2012 Tipperary Stolen Telescopic Sight 1
2012 Waterford Div Stolen Air Pistol 1
2012 Waterford Div Stolen Air Rifle 1
2012 Waterford Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 2
2012 Waterford Div Stolen Paintball Gun 1
2012 Waterford Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2012 Waterford Div Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2012 Waterford Div Stolen Shotgun (Side By Side) 1
2012 Waterford Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 3
2012 Waterford Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2012 Westmeath Div Stolen Air Pistol 1
2012 Westmeath Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 3
2012 Westmeath Div Stolen Humane Killer 1
2012 Westmeath Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2012 Westmeath Div Stolen Rifle (Lever Action) 1
2012 Westmeath Div Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2012 Westmeath Div Stolen Shotgun 1
2012 Westmeath Div Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 2
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2012 Westmeath Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2012 Westmeath Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2012 Wexford Div Stolen Air Pistol 1
2012 Wexford Div Stolen Air Rifle 2
2012 Wexford Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2012 Wexford Div Stolen Gun safe 3
2012 Wexford Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 5
2012 Wexford Div Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2012 Wexford Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 3
2012 Wexford Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 13
2012 Wexford Div Stolen Telescopic Sight 1
2012 Wicklow Div Stolen 1
2012 Wicklow Div Stolen Air Rifle 1
2012 Wicklow Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 3
2012 Wicklow Div Stolen Revolver 1
2012 Wicklow Div Stolen Rifle 2
2012 Wicklow Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 9
2012 Wicklow Div Stolen Rifle (Lever Action) 1
2012 Wicklow Div Stolen Rifle (Long Rifle) 1
2012 Wicklow Div Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 2
2012 Wicklow Div Stolen Shotgun (Pump Action) 1
2012 Wicklow Div Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2012 Wicklow Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 6
2012 Wicklow Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 9
2013 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 2
2013 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2013 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 2
2013 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2013 Clare Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2013 Clare Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2013 Cork City Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2013 Cork City Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 2
2013 Cork North Stolen Air Pistol 2
2013 Cork North Stolen Air Rifle 2
2013 Cork North Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 2
2013 Cork North Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 2
2013 Cork West Stolen Air Rifle 1
2013 Cork West Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2013 Cork West Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2013 Cork West Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 1
2013 D.M.R. Eastern Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 2
2013 D.M.R. Eastern Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2013 D.M.R. Eastern Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2013 D.M.R. North Central Stolen Paintball Gun 1
2013 D.M.R. North Central Stolen Replica (Blank Firing) 1
2013 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Air Pistol 2
2013 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2013 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Replica (Non Firing) 2
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2013 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2013 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 4
2013 D.M.R. South Central Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2013 D.M.R. South Central Stolen Replica (Non Firing) 1
2013 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 2
2013 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 3
2013 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2013 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 2
2013 D.M.R. Western Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 5
2013 D.M.R. Western Stolen Gun safe 2
2013 D.M.R. Western Stolen Rifle 2
2013 D.M.R. Western Stolen Shotgun (Pump Action) 3
2013 D.M.R. Western Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 2
2013 D.M.R. Western Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 2
2013 Donegal Stolen Air Pistol 2
2013 Donegal Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 3
2013 Donegal Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2013 Donegal Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 3
2013 Donegal Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2013 Galway Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 2
2013 Galway Div Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2013 Galway Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 2
2013 Galway Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 4
2013 Kerry Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2013 Kerry Stolen Toy Gun 1
2013 Kildare Div Stolen 1
2013 Kildare Div Stolen Air Pistol 3
2013 Kildare Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 2
2013 Kildare Div Stolen Cross Bow 1
2013 Kildare Div Stolen Imitation Gun 1
2013 Kildare Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 3
2013 Kildare Div Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2013 Kildare Div Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2013 Kildare Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 5
2013 Kildare Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 7
2013 Kildare Div Stolen Starting Pistol 1
2013 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 6
2013 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 7
2013 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Shotgun 1
2013 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2013 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 3
2013 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 5
2013 Laois/Offaly Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 8
2013 Laois/Offaly Stolen Humane Killer 2
2013 Laois/Offaly Stolen Imitation Gun 1
2013 Laois/Offaly Stolen Prohibited Weapon 1
2013 Laois/Offaly Stolen Replica (Blank Firing) 1
2013 Laois/Offaly Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 2
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2013 Laois/Offaly Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2013 Laois/Offaly Stolen Shotgun (Pump Action) 1
2013 Laois/Offaly Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 5
2013 Laois/Offaly Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 10
2013 Limerick Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 2
2013 Limerick Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2013 Limerick Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2013 Limerick Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 1
2013 Limerick Stolen Telescopic Sight 1
2013 Louth Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2013 Louth Div Stolen Imitation Gun 1
2013 Louth Div Stolen Replica (Non Firing) 1
2013 Louth Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 2
2013 Louth Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2013 Louth Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 2

Year Division Type Count
2013 Louth Div Stolen Telescopic Sight 1
2013 Mayo Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2013 Meath Div Stolen Air Pistol 1
2013 Meath Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 3
2013 Meath Div Stolen Pistol (Semi Automatic) 2
2013 Meath Div Stolen Replica (Non Firing) 3
2013 Meath Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 5
2013 Meath Div Stolen Shotgun 1
2013 Meath Div Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2013 Meath Div Stolen Shotgun (Side By Side) 2
2013 Meath Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 4
2013 Meath Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 4
2013 Roscommon/Longford Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2013 Roscommon/Longford Div Stolen Gun safe 1
2013 Roscommon/Longford Div Stolen Pistol (Semi Automatic) 1
2013 Roscommon/Longford Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2013 Roscommon/Longford Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2013 Roscommon/Longford Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 2
2013 Sligo/Leitrim Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2013 Sligo/Leitrim Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 2
2013 Sligo/Leitrim Stolen Rifle (Lever Action) 1
2013 Sligo/Leitrim Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 5
2013 Tipperary Stolen Air Rifle 2
2013 Tipperary Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 8
2013 Tipperary Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 4
2013 Tipperary Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 2
2013 Tipperary Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2013 Tipperary Stolen Shotgun (Side By Side) 1
2013 Tipperary Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 6
2013 Tipperary Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 13
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Year Division Type Count
2013 Waterford Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2013 Waterford Div Stolen Imitation Gun 2
2013 Waterford Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 2
2013 Waterford Div Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2013 Waterford Div Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2013 Waterford Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 3
2013 Waterford Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 2
2013 Westmeath Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 3
2013 Westmeath Div Stolen Rifle (Repeater) 1
2013 Westmeath Div Stolen Shotgun 1
2013 Westmeath Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 3
2013 Westmeath Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 4
2013 Wexford Div Stolen Air Rifle 2
2013 Wexford Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 6
2013 Wexford Div Stolen Gun safe 1
2013 Wexford Div Stolen Imitation Gun 2
2013 Wexford Div Stolen Musket 2
2013 Wexford Div Stolen Rifle 1
2013 Wexford Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 4
2013 Wexford Div Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 2
2013 Wexford Div Stolen Shotgun 1
2013 Wexford Div Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2013 Wexford Div Stolen Shotgun (Side By Side) 1
2013 Wexford Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 5
2013 Wexford Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 11
2013 Wexford Div Stolen Toy Gun 2
2013 Wicklow Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 4
2013 Wicklow Div Stolen Gun safe 1
2013 Wicklow Div Stolen Imitation Gun 1
2013 Wicklow Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 3
2013 Wicklow Div Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2013 Wicklow Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 3
2013 Wicklow Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 5
2014 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Air Pistol 1
2014 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2014 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Imitation Gun 1
2014 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2014 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2014 Cavan/Monaghan Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 1
2014 Clare Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2014 Cork City Stolen Air Pistol 2
2014 Cork City Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 2
2014 Cork City Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 2
2014 Cork West Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2014 D.M.R. Eastern Stolen Air Pistol 1
2014 D.M.R. Eastern Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2014 D.M.R. Eastern Stolen Rifle 1
2014 D.M.R. Eastern Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 2
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Year Division Type Count
2014 D.M.R. Eastern Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 2
2014 D.M.R. Eastern Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 6
2014 D.M.R. North Central Stolen Gas Gun 1
2014 D.M.R. North Central Stolen Replica (Blank Firing) 1
2014 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 5
2014 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Cross Bow 1
2014 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Imitation Gun 3
2014 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Prohibited Weapon 1
2014 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Replica (Blank Firing) 4
 

Year Division Type Count
2014 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 4
2014 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 6
2014 D.M.R. Northern Stolen Starting Pistol 1
2014 D.M.R. South Central Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 1
2014 D.M.R. South Central Stolen Toy Gun 1
2014 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Air Pistol 3
2014 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2014 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Imitation Gun 2
2014 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Rifle 1
2014 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2014 D.M.R. Southern Stolen Shotgun 1
2014 D.M.R. Western Stolen 1
2014 D.M.R. Western Stolen Air Rifle 3
2014 D.M.R. Western Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 5
2014 D.M.R. Western Stolen Imitation Gun 2
2014 D.M.R. Western Stolen Rifle (Lever Action) 1
2014 D.M.R. Western Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2014 D.M.R. Western Stolen Shotgun (Pump Action) 1
2014 D.M.R. Western Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2014 D.M.R. Western Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 1
2014 Donegal Stolen Air Rifle 1
2014 Donegal Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 2
2014 Donegal Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 2
2014 Donegal Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 2
2014 Donegal Stolen Telescopic Sight 1
2014 Galway Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2014 Galway Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 1
2014 Kerry Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2014 Kerry Stolen Imitation Gun 6
2014 Kerry Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2014 Kerry Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 1
2014 Kildare Div Stolen Air Pistol 1
2014 Kildare Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2014 Kildare Div Stolen Gun safe 1
2014 Kildare Div Stolen Imitation Gun 3
2014 Kildare Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
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Year Division Type Count
2014 Kildare Div Stolen Shotgun (Pump Action) 1
2014 Kildare Div Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2014 Kildare Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2014 Kildare Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 4
2014 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 4
2014 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 3
2014 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2014 Kilkenny/Carlow Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2014 Laois/Offaly Stolen Air Rifle 1
2014 Laois/Offaly Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 2
2014 Laois/Offaly Stolen Imitation Gun 1
2014 Laois/Offaly Stolen Rifle 1
2014 Laois/Offaly Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 4
2014 Laois/Offaly Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 4
2014 Laois/Offaly Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 11
2014 Limerick Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2014 Limerick Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 3
2014 Limerick Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2014 Limerick Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 3
2014 Limerick Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
2014 Louth Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 5
2014 Louth Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2014 Louth Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2014 Mayo Stolen Air Rifle 1
2014 Mayo Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2014 Mayo Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2014 Mayo Stolen Shotgun 1
2014 Mayo Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2014 Mayo Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 2
2014 Meath Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 8
2014 Meath Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2014 Meath Div Stolen Rifle (Pump Action) 1
2014 Meath Div Stolen Shotgun (Semi Automatic) 1
2014 Meath Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 2
2014 Meath Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 4
2014 Roscommon/Longford Div Stolen Shotgun (Pump Action) 1
2014 Roscommon/Longford Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 2
2014 Sligo/Leitrim Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2014 Sligo/Leitrim Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 1
2014 Tipperary Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 2
2014 Tipperary Stolen Gun safe 1
2014 Tipperary Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2014 Tipperary Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 1
2014 Tipperary Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 4
2014 Waterford Div Stolen Gun safe 2
2014 Waterford Div Stolen Imitation Gun 1
2014 Waterford Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 3
2014 Waterford Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 3
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Year Division Type Count
2014 Westmeath Div Stolen Imitation Gun 2
2014 Westmeath Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 1
2014 Westmeath Div Stolen Shotgun 1
2014 Westmeath Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 6
2014 Westmeath Div Stolen Telescopic Sight 1
2014 Wexford Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 1
2014 Wexford Div Stolen Replica (Non Firing) 1
2014 Wexford Div Stolen Rifle 1
2014 Wexford Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 2
2014 Wexford Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 4
2014 Wexford Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 1
2014 Wicklow Div Stolen Cartridges/Rounds of Ammo. 2
2014 Wicklow Div Stolen Imitation Gun 1
2014 Wicklow Div Stolen Rifle 1
2014 Wicklow Div Stolen Rifle (Bolt Action) 8
2014 Wicklow Div Stolen Shotgun (Pump Action) 1
2014 Wicklow Div Stolen Shotgun (Single Barrel) 2
2014 Wicklow Div Stolen Shotgun (Under And Over) 2

Total 1710

  I note some of the Deputy’s questions relate to firearms stolen from licensed owners and 
how many of these guns stolen may, for example, be replicas or humane killers or deactivated 
firearms.

  The following table gives details of firearms linked to a licence recorded as stolen over the 
years 2010 to 2014 inclusive, with yearly totals for rifles, shotguns and handguns.

Type 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total
Rifles 42 68 65 60 41 276
Shotguns 176 206 163 170 111 826
Handguns 2 2 1 2 - 7
TOTAL 220 276 229 232 152 1,109

The research required to compile the other information sought by the Deputy would require 
a disproportionate expenditure of time and resources, which cannot be justified in current cir-
cumstances where there are other significant demands on resources.

03/03/2015WRQ00150Garda Promotions

03/03/2015WRQ00200343. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her plans to 
make senior appointments to An Garda Síochána on a time contractual basis in view of a recent 
resignation from a senior post two days after the appointment in question. [9177/15]

03/03/2015WRQ00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have been informed by 
the Garda Commissioner that all members of An Garda Síochána are entitled to retire having 
completed a stipulated period of service and fulfilling the requisite criteria.  Notwithstanding 
that, they may continue to serve until they reach 60 years of age.
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The statutory pension rights which each member of An Garda Síochána is entitled to receive 
are respected by the Commissioner. Accordingly the Commissioner has no plans to make senior 
appointments to An Garda Síochána on a time contractual basis.

03/03/2015WRQ00350Prisoner Data

03/03/2015WRQ00400344. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
annual cost per prisoner in the Irish Prison Service; and the way these costs changed each year 
from 2008 to 2015. [9178/15]

03/03/2015WRQ00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can advise the Deputy 
that the Irish Prison Service calculates the average cost of an available staffed prison space. 
This information is available on the Irish Prison Service’s website www.irishprisons.ie.

It should be noted that the methodology for measuring costs across the prison estate was 
reviewed in 2008. The previous approach (Cost of Keeping an Offender) did not give consider-
ation to the various factors that drive costs. 

The revised methodology, which was introduced in 2009, is of greater benefit in the finan-
cial management of the Service than the one previously used as it facilitates the strategic mea-
suring and comparing of costs across the prison estate. The methodology now used excludes 
costs which are not under the direct control of the Irish Prison Service. Therefore, the teachers’ 
salary costs are excluded from this exercise as these costs are not provided for under the Pris-
ons budget allocation. Similarly, capital expenditure, including building/equipment assets and 
small works, is excluded from the calculations in the interest of facilitating comparison between 
prison types.

The annual cost per available, staffed prison space since 2008 is outlined in the table.  The 
2014 figures will be published on the Irish Prison Service website when finalised and will be 
subject to audit by the Comptroller and Auditor General.  The figures for available, staffed 
prison space are based on the average bed capacity in each institution for the year in question. 

YEAR Cost per Available, Staffed Prison Space - 
(€)

2008 92,717
2009 77,222
2010 70,513
2011 65,359
2012 65,404
2013 65,542

The following costs are included in the calculations: 

Accommodation - Related Variable Costs – maintenance & repairs; light, heat & power; 
service contracts; cleaning & waste disposal; water charges; environmental and health & safety 
costs.

Prisoner - Related Variable Costs – catering; healthcare; prisoner gratuities; work train-
ing (excluding building/equipment assets and small works); clothing, bedding etc.; educational 
materials; motor vehicles (maintenance & fuel, etc.); recreational facilities; laundry; drug de-
tection and visiting clergy.
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Prisoner - Related Fixed Costs – custodial pay; travel; telecommunications; uniforms and 
office supplies, etc. 

Non-Custodial Costs (incl. Prisoner Escorts) – non-custodial pay; non-custodial opera-
tions and administration costs and compensation payments.

03/03/2015WRQ00550Probation and Welfare Service

03/03/2015WRQ00600345. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost per 
person per year of non-custodial sentences and rehabilitation programmes; and the way these 
costs changed each year from 2008 to 2015. [9179/15]

03/03/2015WRQ00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): A breakdown of the 
numbers of the different supervision orders is available in the Probation Service Annual Re-
ports at www.probation.ie. An analysis of the unit costs was carried out using 2010 and 2012 
data.

The unit cost of supervision orders based on 2010 data is set out in the table.

Probation Order Supervision dur-
ing deferment of 
penalty

Community 
Service Order

Part Suspended 
Sentence Super-
vision Order

Post Release Su-
pervision Order

€5,000 €6,200 €2,200 €5,500 €6,900

 The current unit costs based on 2012 data is set out in the following table.

Probation Order Supervision dur-
ing deferment of 
penalty

Community 
Service Order

Part Suspended 
Sentence Super-
vision Order

Post Release Su-
pervision Order

€5,000 €5,300 €1,500 €5,000 €6,300

In respect of the cost of rehabilitation programmes the Department of Justice and Equality 
provides funding to Community Based Organisations through the Probation Service to support 
a range of services to adult offenders including training and education, offender management 
programmes, residential accommodation and drug/alcohol abuse programmes. It is not possible 
to provide the unit cost of these programmes but the annual budget allocation for the services 
is set out in the following table. 

Year Funding Allocation (€000)
2008 €14.393
2009 €13.501
2010 €12.801
2011 €11.522
2012 €11.172
2013 €10.572
2014 €10.732
2015 €10.732

03/03/2015WRQ00750Witness Protection Programme
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03/03/2015WRQ00800346. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the bud-
get allocation for the Garda witness protection programme in the years 2013, 2014 and 2015. 
[9180/15]

03/03/2015WRQ00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The information sought 
by the Deputy in respect of the Witness Security Programme is set out in the table.

Year Estimate Provision
2013 €1.198m
2014 €1.198m
2015 €1.198m

03/03/2015WRQ00950Departmental Legal Costs

03/03/2015WRQ01000347. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if her Department 
or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of her Department use solicitors’ firms (details sup-
plied); the amount paid to these solicitors each year from 2011 to 2014 by her Department or 
State bodies or agencies under the aegis of her Department; the periods for which her Depart-
ment or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of her Department are contracted to use these 
solicitors’ firms; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9198/15]

03/03/2015WRQ01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I wish to advise the 
Deputy that my Department and certain bodies under its aegis has engaged the services of the 
legal firms referred to during the stated period. 

The Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission (GSOC) has engaged the first named legal 
firm for the provision of legal services in the years 2011 to 2014. Expenditure in the period is 
as follows.

2011
 (€)

2012 
(€)

2013 
(€)

2014 
(€)

Total 
(€)

First Named 
Legal Firm

Nil 30,837 59,395 331,139 421,372

The second named legal firm has been retained by the Insolvency Service of Ireland, the 
Courts Service and some areas of my Department (in respect of specific work) during the stated 
period.  Expenditure in the period is as follows.

2011 
(€)

2012 
(€)

2013
 (€)

2014 
(€)

Total 
(€)

Second 
Named Legal 
Firm

169,424 639,382 747,037 760,831 2,316,674

The ISI may retain the services of the firm until October 2017. 

The Courts Service retained second named legal firm on foot of a competitive public pro-
curement exercise to provide legal advisory and drafting services to the court rules committees 
and advice on courts legislation. The contract is for a period of 5 years, having commenced on 
1 January 2011 and expiring on 31 December 2015.  

Three areas of my Department engaged the second named legal firm   in 2011/12 for spe-
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cific legal services and the work involved has now been completed. The services of the second 
named legal firm are no longer being used by my Department.

03/03/2015WRQ01150Crime Prevention

03/03/2015WRQ01200348. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views on 
introducing a task force across the island to combat Border crime (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [9227/15]

03/03/2015WRQ01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Government and I attach a high priority to combating crime of all sorts.  Tackling 
organised crime in all its guises is a key priority for An Garda Síochána.  This is clearly re-
flected in the Policing Plan for 2015  which sets policing commitments for the year ahead.

There is a priority operational and strategic focus from the Garda authorities on organised 
crime in this jurisdiction, including in the Border area, with a particular focus on fuel and 
tobacco fraud.  The Gardaí work very closely on an ongoing basis with their counterparts in 
Northern Ireland and Great Britain in combating the activities of organised crime gangs who 
seek to exploit the Border.

The Revenue Authorities in both jurisdictions lead considerable, ongoing cross-border co-
operation in tackling these illicit activities.  A key feature of efforts in this regard is the inter-
agency nature of the operational co-operation which involves the two customs services and 
the two police services on the island, the Criminal Assets Bureau and the UK National Crime 
Agency.

I am glad to inform the Deputy that there is already in place a Cross-Border Task Force on 
Fuel Laundering and Smuggling, which comprises representatives from An Garda Síochána, the 
Revenue Commissioners, the Police Service of Northern Ireland, HM Revenue and Customs, 
the UK’s National Crime Agency and the Criminal Assets Bureau.  It has been instrumental in 
targeting groups involved in the laundering and distribution of illegal fuels, operating in both 
jurisdictions.  There is also a similar interagency group, the Cross-Border Tobacco Enforcement 
Group, which is in place to target the activities of gangs engaged in tobacco smuggling.

Arising from the work of these joint Task Forces, a number of groups involved in the laun-
dering and distribution of illegal fuels and/or in the illegal trade in tobacco operating in both 
jurisdictions, have been identified and are specifically targeted for investigation by all law en-
forcement agencies concerned.  Successful actions continue to be taken against such groups 
involved in these activities. 

A measure of the close North-South co-operation in combating organised crime is the an-
nual Cross Border Organised Crime Conference which is organised jointly by the Gardaí and 
the PSNI and the two Justice Departments.  The conference brings together law enforcement 
services from each jurisdiction including Police, Customs, Criminal Assets Bureau and UK 
National Crime Agency.

  Question No. 349 answered with Question No. 305.

03/03/2015WRQ01450Crime Levels

03/03/2015WRQ01500350. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if her atten-
tion has been drawn to an increasing level of violent crime against taxi drivers, including a high 
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incidence of theft; the measures she plans to take to combat same; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9269/15]

03/03/2015WRQ01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised that An 
Garda Síochána liaises with relevant agencies and stakeholders on a regular basis in relation to 
concerns about all categories of crime and road traffic matters.  

I have sought a specific report from the Garda authorities in relation to the particular con-
cerns expressed by the Deputy. I will contact the Deputy directly when I receive the Garda 
report.

03/03/2015WRQ01650Firearms Licences

03/03/2015WRQ01700351. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding plans to review firearms licensing; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[9286/15]

03/03/2015WRQ01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): In light of public safety 
concerns highlighted by An Garda Síochána, a joint Department of Justice and Equality/An 
Garda Síochána Working Group was established by the Department of Justice and Equality to 
review firearms licensing. The report of this Working Group was published on 13 November 
2014 and submissions on the report were sought from stakeholders and the public by 31 January 
2015. The consultation process gave individuals and groups an opportunity to contribute to the 
development of firearms policy and legislation and will enable consideration to be given to the 
future direction of such legislation.  

The submissions received are currently being examined and incorporated into a report for 
me. The Oireachtas Committee on Justice, Defence and Equality has also sought submissions 
and held hearings with interested parties in relation to the Working Party report. It is expected 
that their report on the issue will be available shortly.

I have already given a commitment that I will not make any final decisions until I have con-
sidered all the submissions which have been made and have met the key stakeholders, including 
the organisations who represent those who use firearms for sporting purposes.  These meetings 
will take place following receipt and consideration of both my Department’s and the Oireachtas 
Committee reports.

03/03/2015WRQ01850Residency Permits

03/03/2015WRQ01900352. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in determining a request for a change of status in the case of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9385/15]

03/03/2015WRQ02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that an application for 
renewal of residency in the State arising from a change of circumstances was received from 
the person concerned on 5 January 2015. Further documentation was requested by INIS on 29 
January 2015 and received on 18 February 2015. The application is currently receiving atten-
tion and it is expected that a decision will issue shortly.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
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this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

03/03/2015WRQ02050Early Childhood Care Education

03/03/2015WRQ02100353. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he 
will provide a clear timeframe for an early years strategy that will move Ireland from an invest-
ment position of 0.2% to 7% of gross domestic product per year on early childhood education; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8857/15]

03/03/2015WRQ02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): My Department sup-
ports the provision of early childhood care and education by providing annually in the region 
of €260 million to provide for three childcare support programmes that make childcare services 
more affordable and ensure that more than 100,000 children have access to quality childcare.  
This high level of support has been maintained despite the difficult budgetary situation that 
prevailed in recent years. 

I wish to point out to the Deputy that, while the annual spend by my Department on child-
care related programmes has been in the region of 0.2 per cent of GDP in recent years, there is 
expenditure by other Departments that relate to childcare provision.  The largest element of this 
would be expenditure by the Department of Education and Skills on Junior and Senior Infants 
within primary schools and on the Early Start programmes in disadvantaged schools.  When 
the full expenditure on preschool provision is taken into account, Ireland spends about 0.4% of 
GDP on childcare provision.

It is clear that accessibility, affordability and high quality childcare can play a critical role 
in achieving a number of Government priorities, including improving educational outcomes for 
children, reducing poverty and increasing parents’ participation in the labour market.  

I would like to be in a position to increase our investment in childcare-related programmes 
to be in line with the OECD average as resources allow. This will take time, as the benefits 
of growth generate the required resources.  However, I am determined that all such spending, 
whether existing or additional, will be based on good evidence and co-ordinated strategically, 
so that we achieve the best possible benefits for children. 

To this end, I have established an Inter-Departmental Group which will look at the provision 
right across the 0 to 6 age group as well as to consider the after-school needs of older school-
going children.  This new Group will include representatives of the Department of Education 
and Skills, the Department of Social Protection, the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Inno-
vation, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, the Department of Finance and the 
Department of the Taoiseach and will be led and supported by my Department.  I have asked 
the Group to report to me by the Summer.

03/03/2015WRQ02250Early Childhood Care Education

03/03/2015WRQ02300354. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his views on 
concerns (detailed supplied) that the entry rules for the free preschool year and primary school 
may incentivise parents, particularly in disadvantaged areas, to bypass the free preschool year 
and put their child into primary school as soon as the child turns four years of age, with the 
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result that the child will miss out on the benefits of the free preschool year. [9037/15]

03/03/2015WRQ02400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Children qualify for 
the free pre-school provision when they are within the qualifying age range which is 3 years 
and 3 months to 4 years and 7 months in the September of the relevant year.  This means, for 
example, that children born between 1st July and 31st August 2011 qualify in the school year 
commencing in September 2015.  There is no provision under the programme to enrol children 
who are below the qualifying age.

The objective of the ECCE programme is to make early learning in a formal setting avail-
able to eligible children in the year before they commence primary school.  To achieve this, 
services participating in the pre-school year are expected to provide age-appropriate activities 
and programmes to children within a particular age cohort.  For this reason, it is appropriate to 
set minimum and maximum limits to the age range within which children will qualify.  I am 
satisfied that the qualifying age range for entry to the programme provides the optimum op-
portunity for children to participate in pre-school education and there are no plans to amend the 
age range at this time.

Situations will arise where children qualifying for the free pre-school provision are also 
eligible to commence primary school, and in such situations it is a matter for parents to decide 
on which option they wish to avail of.

03/03/2015WRR00150Departmental Legal Cases

03/03/2015WRR00200355. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if his Depart-
ment, or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department, use solicitors firms (details 
supplied); the amount paid to these solicitors, each year, from 2011 to 2014, by his Department, 
or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department; the date until which his Depart-
ment, or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department, are contracted to use these 
solicitors firms; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9189/15]

03/03/2015WRR00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): All contracts entered 
into by my Department must conform to the relevant laws and the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform guidelines on public procurement.

My Department did not engage or pay the solicitors’ firms identified by the Deputy from 
2011 to 2014.

I have asked the agencies under the auspices of my Department to supply the requested in-
formation, insofar as it applies to those bodies, directly to the Deputy.

03/03/2015WRR00350Mobility Allowance Eligibility

03/03/2015WRR00400356. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health if a primary medical cer-
tificate could be reissued in view of financial circumstances (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [8722/15]

03/03/2015WRR00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Govern-
ment decided to continue monthly payments to those persons in receipt of Mobility Allowance 
at the time the scheme closed, pending the commencement of a statutory scheme, on the basis 
that this would prevent hardship and, on interim basis, alleviate stress, anxiety and uncertainty 
among a vulnerable group in society.  Accordingly, the individual referred to by the Deputy was 
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in receipt of €104.25 in February 2013 when the Government decided to close the mobility al-
lowance.  The €104.25 has been paid for the past two years and will continue to be paid to the 
individual at the existing rate until further instruction issues from the Department of Health, on 
foot of any further decisions the Government may make in this matter.

03/03/2015WRR00550Health Services

03/03/2015WRR00600357. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the reason support is not 
available in respect of a child (details supplied) in Dublin 13; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [8723/15]

03/03/2015WRR00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the issue 
raised by the Deputy relates to an individual case, this is a service matter for the Health Service 
Executive.  I have asked the HSE to look into the particular matter raised and to reply directly 
to the Deputy.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please 
contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRR00750Hospital Waiting Lists

03/03/2015WRR00800358. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal will receive an appointment for admittance to Galway University 
Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8727/15]

03/03/2015WRR00900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Waiting List Management 
Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up with them.

03/03/2015WRR00950Health Services

03/03/2015WRR01000359. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the recommendations of the 
2012 national emergency medicine programme are being put in place. [8744/15]

03/03/2015WRR01100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up with them.

03/03/2015WRR01150Medical Card Eligibility

03/03/2015WRR01200360. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that a full medical 
card is granted in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wicklow, in view of the fact 



Questions - Written Answers

138

that this person is on a low income and suffering with cancer; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [8746/15]

03/03/2015WRR01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRR01350Health Services Staff

03/03/2015WRR01400361. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the 
details of the Health Service Executive health care workers who despite being on contracts for 
a certain number of hours per week will get hours deducted if some of the persons they are 
looking after are taken into respite care or into hospital; if the executive can guarantee a certain 
amount of hours per week for these health care workers and ensure that all will have the full 
complement to work each week; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8747/15]

03/03/2015WRR01500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have asked the HSE to look into this mat-
ter and to respond to the Deputy directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 
15 working days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRR01550Health Services Staff Remuneration

03/03/2015WRR01600362. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when an appeal in respect of 
a person (details supplied) in County Galway to the Health Service Executive, in relation to a 
refusal to pay  the rural practice allowance, will be decided; the reason for the delay with this 
decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8757/15]

03/03/2015WRR01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is 
a service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the 
Deputy.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRR01750Hospital Appointment Delays

03/03/2015WRR01800363. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the case of a person (details supplied) in County Louth, who is awaiting an appointment in St. 
James’s Hospital, Dublin 8, and who, although provided with an appointment date of 27 July 
2015, believes that this is an unacceptable time frame in view of the level of discomfort being 
experienced; if he will examine this case with a view to expediting this appointment; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [8762/15]
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03/03/2015WRR01900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The scheduling of appointments for patients 
is a matter for the hospital to which the patient has been referred.  Should a patient’s general 
practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she 
would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved.  In 
relation to the specific case raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please 
contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up with them.

03/03/2015WRR01950Mental Health Guidelines

03/03/2015WRR02000364. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular 
form, the number of patients, broken down by status as either voluntary or involuntary patients, 
that have been subjected to electro-convulsive therapy without their express consent, in each 
inpatient acute psychiatric unit in each year from 2011 to 2014 inclusive; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [8767/15]

03/03/2015WRR02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Mental 
Health Commission’s Code of Practice on the Use of Electro-Convulsive Therapy for Voluntary 
Patients states that “ECT should only be administered to a voluntary patient following his/her 
consent”.

The Commission’s Rules Governing the Use of Electro-Convulsive Therapy apply to any 
person to whom an admission or renewal order relates i.e. an involuntary patient.  The Rules 
prescribe that “Where a patient is unable to give consent or is unwilling to give consent to ad-
ministration of ECT, Section 59 (1)(b) of the Mental Health Act 2001 applies”.  In this case, 
ECT is approved by the consultant psychiatrist responsible for the care and treatment of the 
patient and authorised by another consultant psychiatrist in a form specified by the Commission 
(Form 16 Treatment without consent Electroconvulsive Therapy Involuntary Patient (Adult). 

Form 16s are completed and returned to the Mental Health Commission.  Forms are validat-
ed with approved centres to confirm if the administration of ECT without consent did proceed.  
The detailed data requested by the Deputy is outlined in the following report.

Due to the sensitive nature of the data and the small numbers involved, which may make 
individuals identifiable, a breakdown of patients administered ECT without consent in each ap-
proved centre in each year is not published by the Commission and therefore not provided in 
the report.  

Mental Health Commission Report on the Administration of ECT without consent in Ap-
proved Centre to individuals in the period form 

01 January 2011 to 31 December 2014 

Reference: PQ876715

Data source: Form 16 Treatment without Consent Electroconvulsive Therapy Involuntary 
Patient (Adult) returns

CONFIDENTIAL

2013 data are validated and signed off by approved centres but have not been published by 
the Mental Health Commission yet

2014 data are draft and have not been signed off by approved centres
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Involuntary Patients (Adults) Administered ECT without Consent. Numbers

Approved Centre Type Approved Centre 
Name

2011 2012 2013 2014 2011-2014

AC administered ECT 
without consent

Acute Psychiatric 
Unit 5B, University 
Hospital Limerick

N N Y Y <5

AC administered ECT 
without consent

Acute Psychiatric 
Unit, AMNCH 
(Tallaght) Hospital*

Y Y Y Y 6

AC administered ECT 
without consent

Acute Psychiatric 
Unit, Cavan Gen-
eral Hospital

N N N Y <5

AC administered ECT 
without consent

Acute Psychiatric 
Unit, University 
Hospital Ennis

Y N N N <5

AC administered ECT 
without consent

Admission Unit & 
St Edna’s Ward, St 
Loman’s Hospital, 
Mullingar

N Y Y N <5

AC administered ECT 
without consent

Adult Mental 
Health Unit, Mayo 
General Hospital

N Y Y N <5

AC administered ECT 
without consent

Clonfert Ward & 
St Luke’s Ward, St 
Brigid’s Hospital, 
Ballinasloe

Y Y N N <5

AC administered ECT 
without consent

Department of Psy-
chiatry, Letterkenny 
General Hospital

N Y Y Y 6

AC administered ECT 
without consent

Department of 
Psychiatry, Midland 
Regional Hospital, 
Portlaoise

Y Y Y N 6

AC administered ECT 
without consent

Department of Psy-
chiatry, St Luke’s 
Hospital, Kilkenny

Y Y Y Y 9

AC administered ECT 
without consent

Department of Psy-
chiatry, University 
Hospital Galway

Y N N Y 6

AC administered ECT 
without consent

Department of Psy-
chiatry, Waterford 
Regional Hospital

N Y N Y 7

AC administered ECT 
without consent

Elm Mount Unit, St 
Vincent’s Univer-
sity Hospital

Y Y Y Y 11

AC administered ECT 
without consent

South Lee Mental 
Health Unit, Cork 
University Hospital

Y N N N <5

AC administered ECT 
without consent

St Aloysius Ward, 
Mater Misericor-
diae University 
Hospital**

Y Y N N <5

AC administered ECT 
without consent

St John of God 
Hospital Lim-
ited***

Y Y N N 6
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Approved Centre Type Approved Centre 
Name

2011 2012 2013 2014 2011-2014

AC administered ECT 
without consent

St Patrick’s Univer-
sity Hospital

Y Y Y Y 26

AC referred or trans-
ferred patient to other 
AC for administra-
tion of ECT without 
consent

Avonmore & Glen-
cree Units, New-
castle Hospital

N N N Y <5

AC referred or trans-
ferred patient to other 
AC for administra-
tion of ECT without 
consent

Centre for Mental 
Health Care & 
Recovery, Bantry 
General Hospital

N N N Y <5

AC referred or trans-
ferred patient to other 
AC for administra-
tion of ECT without 
consent

Department of Psy-
chiatry, Connolly 
Hospital

Y N N N <5

AC referred or trans-
ferred patient to other 
AC for administra-
tion of ECT without 
consent

Department of Psy-
chiatry, Our Lady’s 
Hospital, Navan

N N Y N <5

AC referred or trans-
ferred patient to other 
AC for administra-
tion of ECT without 
consent

Highfield Hospital N Y N N <5

AC referred or trans-
ferred patient to other 
AC for administra-
tion of ECT without 
consent

Jonathan Swift 
Clinic

Y Y Y Y 6

AC referred or trans-
ferred patient to other 
AC for administra-
tion of ECT without 
consent

Selskar House, Far-
nogue Residential 
Healthcare Unit

N N N Y <5

AC referred or trans-
ferred patient to other 
AC for administra-
tion of ECT without 
consent

St Edmundsbury 
Hospital

N N Y N <5

AC referred or trans-
ferred patient to other 
AC for administra-
tion of ECT without 
consent

St Ita’s Ward 
& Unit One, St 
Brigid’s Hospital, 
Kells Road, Ardee

N N Y N <5

AC referred or trans-
ferred patient to other 
AC for administra-
tion of ECT without 
consent

St Vincent’s Hospi-
tal - St Louise’s, St 
Mary’s, St Teresa’s, 
& Psychiatry of 
Old Age Wards

N N Y N <5

Total Patients 
administered ECT 
without consent per 
Year

22 29 34 42
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* The figure for Acute Psychiatric Unit, AMNCH (Tallaght) Hospital includes one or more 
patients that were transferred to another approved centre for the administration of ECT during 
a period when their ECT suite was not operational.

* The figure for St Aloysius Ward, Mater Misericordiae University Hospital includes one or 
more patients that were transferred to another approved centre for the administration of ECT 
during a period when their ECT suite was not operational.

*** St John of God Hospital Limited data includes ECT without consent that was adminis-
tered to Cluain Mhuire public patients and St John of God Hospital private patients

Explanatory Notes

<5: Given the potential for individuals to be identified <5 is used where the number of pa-
tients administered ECT without consent was <5 in the four-year reporting period. 

AC administered ECT without consent: This approved centre administered ECT without 
consent to one or more patients in the reporting period

Approved Centre Type

AC referred or transferred patient to other AC for administration of ECT without consent: 
One or more patients were admitted to this approved centre but were referred (on a day patient 
basis) or transferred (under Section 21(1) of the MHA 2001) to another approved centre for the 
administration of ECT without consent in the reporting period

The Report does include a list of approved centres that administered ECT without consent 
or referred or transferred one or more patients to another approved centre for the administration 
of ECT without Consent in the period 2011-2014. The report indicates if the approved centre 
had any patients in each year (Y = Yes, N=NO) and the total number of patients administered 
ECT without consent over the four year period. Given the potential for individuals to be identi-
fied <5 is used where the number of patients administered ECT without consent was <5 in the 
four year reporting period.

Please note that data for 2013 has been verified with and signed off by approved centres 
but have not been published by the Mental Health Commission yet. Data for 2014 have been 
verified with  approved centres but have not been signed off by approved centres and should be 
taken as draft.

Report Date: 02 March 2015.

03/03/2015WRR02150Health Services

03/03/2015WRR02200365. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular 
form for each local health area, the number of early intervention teams for children; the total 
number on each team; the numbers of children in each area waiting for a first appointment with 
an early intervention team; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8768/15]

03/03/2015WRR02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): All Health 
Service Executive areas have significant early intervention services in place for children with 
disabilities aged zero to eighteen years.  These are provided directly by the HSE or by voluntary 
service providers funded by the HSE.  At the same time, the HSE has recognised the need to im-
prove the way in which both early intervention services and services for school-aged children 
are delivered.  It is currently engaged in a major reconfiguration of its existing therapy resources 
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for children with disabilities into multi-disciplinary geographically based teams, as part of its 
National Programme on Progressing Disability Services for Children and Young People (0-18 
years).  The key objective of this Programme is to bring about equity of access to disability 
services and consistency of service delivery, with a clear pathway for children with disabilities 
and their families to services, regardless of where they live, where these children go to school 
or the nature of the individual child’s difficulties.

The Programme is a key priority for the HSE’s Social Care Directorate.  An additional €4m 
was allocated in 2014 to assist in implementing the Programme, equating to approximately 80 
additional therapy posts, and further investment in the Programme will take place in 2015.  Fur-
ther investment of €4m will be made in 2015 (equating to €6m in a full year).

Within this context, I have asked the Executive to provide the Deputy with the detailed 
information that he has requested.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 
working days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRR02350Medical Card Reviews

03/03/2015WRR02400366. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health if he will review an application 
for a discretionary medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Longford; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8775/15]

03/03/2015WRR02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRR02550Medical Card Reviews

03/03/2015WRR02600367. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health if he will review a discretionary 
medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Longford; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [8781/15]

03/03/2015WRR02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
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my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRR02750Hospital Waiting Lists

03/03/2015WRR02800368. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of general 
practitioner referrals to Dublin hospitals in 2014 and to date in 2015; the number of referral 
letters not yet responded to by hospitals; and the number of persons waiting to be placed on 
waiting lists, but with no appointment date provided. [8783/15]

03/03/2015WRR02900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

03/03/2015WRR02950Hospital Waiting Lists

03/03/2015WRR03000369. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the reasons for the in-
crease in the waiting time to access outpatient, or general practitioner referral, appointments in 
phlebotomy services in the Mater Hospital, Dublin 7.  [8784/15]

03/03/2015WRR03100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up with them.

03/03/2015WRR03150Services for People with Disabilities

03/03/2015WRR03200370. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health the number of children in County 
Clare, aged six to 18 years, in receipt of occupational therapy from the Clare early intervention 
team, in the years 2010 to 2014, inclusive, and to date in 2015; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [8786/15]

03/03/2015WRR03300373. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health his plans to expand the review-on-
request occupational therapy service in County Clare, for children aged between six and 18 
years, as operated by the Clare early intervention service; if additional occupational therapists 
are being recruited to cater for the needs of the population in County Clare; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [8800/15]

03/03/2015WRR03400374. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health the number of children in County 
Clare aged from six to 18 years, who are on the waiting-for-intervention list for occupational 
therapy services from the Clare early intervention team; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [8801/15]

03/03/2015WRR03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 370, 373 and 374 together.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.  If you have not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and they will 
follow up the matter with them.
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03/03/2015WRS00150Mental Health Services Provision

03/03/2015WRS00200371. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular 
form, for each child and adolescent mental health service for each service area, for each year 
from 2011 to 2014, the number of children admitted to adult inpatient units; the number admit-
ted by month for 2014; the number waiting for a first outpatient appointment, detailed by wait-
ing more than one month, three months, six months, nine months, 12 months, 18 months and 24 
months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8795/15]

03/03/2015WRS00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If the Deputy has not 
received a reply within 15 working days, he should contact my Private Office and they will fol-
low up the matter.

03/03/2015WRS00350Health Services Funding

03/03/2015WRS00400372. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will provide financial 
assistance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [8796/15]

03/03/2015WRS00500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The HSE funds cord blood collection in 
cases where the cord blood stem cells are collected for donation to an identified family member 
in high risk families.  In these cases the collection is clinically indicated by a consultant over-
seeing care and is undertaken in collaboration with the Irish Blood Transfusion Service.  

The HSE does not fund the collection of cord blood stem cells for an unidentified need 
which may arise in the future.  It is open to individual hospitals to accommodate patients who 
wish to avail of this service on a case by case basis.  In such circumstances, arrangements for 
the collection of cord blood are made between the patient and a third party commercial entity.

Given that the cord blood stem cells that were collected in this instance were not for dona-
tion to an identified family member in a high risk family, I am not in a position to provide any 
financial assistance to the individual concerned.

Questions Nos. 373 and 374 answered with Question No. 370.

03/03/2015WRS00650Medical Card Applications

03/03/2015WRS00700375. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when an application for a medi-
cal card  in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway will be decided on, as this 
person is currently undergoing significant, and costly, treatment. [8810/15]

03/03/2015WRS00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRS00850Suicide Prevention

03/03/2015WRS00900376. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the perilous funding situation of an organisation (details supplied) which conducts vi-
tal suicide prevention work in the community; if his attention has been further drawn to the fact 
that funding to tackle suicide has never been of more critical need, considering that the number 
of suicides reached its highest ever number in 2011 and that Ireland has the fourth highest rate 
of suicide for men aged 15 to 24 years in Europe; if he will commit to ensuring that vital fund-
ing of this organisation will be maintained in the event that the Department of the Environment, 
Community and Local Government is unable to continue support through the Pobal scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [8816/15]

03/03/2015WRS01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The role of 
the HSE’s National Office for Suicide Prevention (NOSP) is to oversee the implementation of 
Reach Out the National Strategy for Action on Suicide Prevention and to co-ordinate suicide 
prevention efforts around the country. The NOSP helps to support a wide array of work in com-
munities, in partnership with the voluntary sector, across the country that focus on promoting 
positive mental health and reducing suicide and self-harm by providing significant grant fund-
ing each year as well as by assisting in coordinating and giving strategic direction to the work 
undertaken. 

The funding of specific programmes/organisations is a service issue, therefore this question 
has been referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy. If you have not received a response 
within 15 working days, please contact my private office and they will follow up the matter 
with them.

03/03/2015WRS01050Primary Care Centre Data

03/03/2015WRS01100377. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the spend on primary 
care centres to date; the spend that is yet to be made; the international examples upon which 
the roll-out of primary care centres was based; if there have been difficulties in achieving this, 
including recruitment of health professionals to posts in these centres; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [8819/15]

03/03/2015WRS01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Primary 
Care Strategy, which was published in 2001, is available on line at http://health.gov.ie/blog/
publications/primary-care-a-new-direction/.  During the preparation of the strategy, primary 
care strategies in a number of other countries were examined.  An outline of those Primary Care 
systems is given at Appendix 2 at the aforementioned link.

The mechanism and time scale for delivery of primary care infrastructure is dependent on 
a number of factors, including staffing.  Regardless of the delivery mechanism, all potential 
primary care infrastructure is subject to suitable locations being offered/provided/available, to 
successful planning processes and GP commitment to sharing accommodation and delivering 
health care services with HSE staff. In addition the operational lease mechanism is subject to 
market pressures such as the developers’ access to sufficient financing.

Despite constraints on the availability of public capital and revenue in recent years, a very 
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ambitious programme is underway to develop Primary Care Centres and support the provision 
of an enhanced and more integrated range of services within communities.  

There are currently 86 Primary Care Centres in operation throughout the country, 43 of 
which have opened since 2011. At present, there are also 37 locations where Primary Care Cen-
tres are at an advanced planning stage using one of the three methods of delivery; Direct build 
(by HSE); Public Private Partnership (PPP) project; or Operational Lease with private sector. 
These are expected to be delivered by the end of 2016/first half of 2017.

As the HSE has responsibility for the provision of Primary Care infrastructure and the staff-
ing of Centres, the Executive has been asked to respond directly to the Deputy about difficulties 
related to the staffing of Centres and about the spend (capital and revenue monies) for existing 
and proposed Centres.  If he has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days he 
should contact my Private Office which will follow up the matter.

03/03/2015WRS01250Hospital Services

03/03/2015WRS01300378. Deputy Gabrielle McFadden asked the Minister for Health the plans that are being 
put in place to address the overcrowding issue at Midland Regional Hospital, including the re-
cruitment of 90 nurses; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [8850/15]

03/03/2015WRS01400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have asked the HSE to look into this mat-
ter and to respond to the Deputy directly.  If she has not received a reply from the HSE within 
15 working days she should contact my Private Office which will follow up the matter.

03/03/2015WRS01450Mental Health Services Provision

03/03/2015WRS01500379. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular 
form, the numbers waiting for their first appointment for counselling within each local service 
area of the mental health service, detailed into those waiting for longer than one month, three 
months, six months, nine months, 12 months, 18 months and 24 months; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [8852/15]

03/03/2015WRS01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If the Deputy has not 
received a reply within 15 working days he should contact my Private Office and they will fol-
low up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRS01650Mental Health Services Funding

03/03/2015WRS01700380. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health the percentage of the total 
mental health budget that has been spent on child and adolescent mental health services in each 
year from 2008 to 2014; the total amount allocated to the services in 2015; the percentage of 
the total mental health allocation this comprises; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8853/15]

03/03/2015WRS01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If the Deputy has not 
received a reply within 15 working days, he should contact my Private Office and they will fol-
low up the matter with them.
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03/03/2015WRS01850Mental Health Services Funding

03/03/2015WRS01900381. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health the total allocation for spend-
ing on mental health in each year from 2012 to 2014; the amount actually spent in each year; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8854/15]

03/03/2015WRS02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If you have not re-
ceived a reply within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office and they will follow 
up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRS02050Mental Health Services Provision

03/03/2015WRS02100382. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health the number of specialist peri-
natal mother and child psychiatric units; if he will identify each one; in the absence of such 
units, the way the serious issue of postnatal depression and other perinatal mental illnesses are 
treated; if he is satisfied that such treatment is appropriate and sufficient; if not, his plans to 
develop specialist peri-natal mental illness units; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[8855/15]

03/03/2015WRS02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If the Deputy has not 
received a reply within 15 working days, he should contact my Private Office which will follow 
up the matter.

03/03/2015WRS02250Mental Health Services Funding

03/03/2015WRS02300383. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health the total, from the amount allo-
cated to the mental health budget, that has been spent on promoting positive mental health and/
or resilience training in primary and secondary schools, detailed separately, in each year from 
2012 to 2014; the amount planned to be spent on such measures in 2015; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [8877/15]

03/03/2015WRS02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If the Deputy has not 
received a reply within 15 working days, he should contact my Private Office and they will fol-
low up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRS02450Long-Term Illness Scheme

03/03/2015WRS02500384. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Health when an application under the 
long-term illness scheme will be finalised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [8886/15]

03/03/2015WRS02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Under the 
Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility 
for the administration of the primary care schemes, including the Long Term Illness Scheme.  
Therefore the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply.  If the Deputy 
has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days he should contact my Private 
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Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRS02650Treatment Abroad Scheme

03/03/2015WRS02700385. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the subsistence being 
paid to those medically treated outside the State and to the family members accompanying 
them; if this will be reinstated in view of the significant financial costs to patients and families; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [8914/15]

03/03/2015WRS02800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Treatment Abroad Scheme (TAS) as 
provided for in EU Regulations and Department of Health Guidelines, does not include a provi-
sion for travel and subsistence expenses for patients or their relatives travelling abroad to avail 
of approved treatments. However the HSE, subject to available funding, under the Treatment 
Abroad Scheme Travel Policy, may provide assistance towards reasonable economic air or sea 
travel fares for patients, and a travelling companion where appropriate or where the referring 
consultant identifies a necessity. The HSE Treatment Abroad Scheme National Travel Policy 
was implemented in November 2009 to standardise and provide equity to the provision of 
entitlements relating to travel expenses. Expenses other than air/sea fares are not admissible. 
However, patients who experience difficulty funding any additional costs may apply to the De-
partment of Social Protection for assistance as an exceptional needs payment. It should be noted 
that, in general, patients do not incur subsistence costs when undergoing treatment abroad as 
such costs are included in the cost of the care that the patient is receiving.

03/03/2015WRS02850Medical Card Applications

03/03/2015WRS02900386. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding ap-
plications for medical cards in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Mayo; when a 
decision will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [8915/15]

03/03/2015WRS03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has estab-
lished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating 
to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.  If the Deputy has not received a reply 
from the HSE within 15 working days, she should contact my Private Office who will follow 
up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRT00150Health Services Staff

03/03/2015WRT00200387. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Health when a decision will issue on an 
application for nursing registration in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8918/15]

03/03/2015WRT00300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is an operational matter I have re-
ferred this question to the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland (NMBI) for direct reply to 
the Deputy. If you have not received a reply from the NMBI within 15 working days please 
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contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRT00350Health Services Reports

03/03/2015WRT00400388. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason the Health Ser-
vice Executive has not implemented a recommendation made by the rights commissioner (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8932/15]

03/03/2015WRT00500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have asked the HSE to look into this mat-
ter and to respond to the Deputy directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 
15 working days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRT00550Speech and Language Therapy

03/03/2015WRT00600389. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of speech and lan-
guage therapists working for the Health Service Executive in north Dublin on 1 January 2013 
and on 1 January 2015; the number of extra speech and language therapists the executive plans 
to put in place in this area in 2015, in view of the major demand for this service and the lack of 
adequate provision at present; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8933/15]

03/03/2015WRT00700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have asked the HSE to look into this mat-
ter and to respond to the Deputy directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 
15 working days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRT00750Medical Card Eligibility

03/03/2015WRT00800390. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health his views that it is appropriate to 
refuse medical cards to children with Down’s syndrome on the basis of their parents’ income 
(details supplied). [8938/15]

03/03/2015WRT00900399. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding medical cards for children; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [8986/15]

03/03/2015WRT01000417. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding medi-
cal cards for children with a disability (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9167/15]

03/03/2015WRT01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 390, 399 and 417 together.

As the Deputies will be aware, eligibility for medical cards is set out in the Health Act 1970 
(as amended).  In accordance with the Act, the assessment for a medical card is determined 
primarily by reference to the means, including the income and expenditure, of the applicant and 
his or her partner and dependants. There is no entitlement to a medical card for a person with 
a particular illness or medical condition and, therefore, in accordance with the legislation, it is 
not possible for the HSE to award a medical card. The HSE does not collate medical card data 
on this basis. 

However, the Government recognises that the health service needs to be responsive to the 



3 March 2015

151

circumstances of people with significant medical needs.  In November 2014, the Minister for 
Health and I announced a series of measures to enhance the operation of the medical card 
scheme and make it more sensitive to people’s needs, especially where serious illness is in-
volved.  Where deemed appropriate in particular circumstances, the HSE may exercise discre-
tion and grant a medical card even though an applicant’s means exceed the prescribed thresh-
old. Where a person does not qualify for a medical card, they may be provided with a GP Visit 
Card, appropriate therapy or other community supports or drugs and appliances under the Long 
Term Illness scheme, where the qualification criteria are met.   

Down’s Syndrome is covered under the Long Term Illness Scheme for which entitlement 
applies, irrespective of means. The HSE can provide the full requirements in respect of pre-
scribed medicines and appliances free of charge through this statutory entitlement. Public den-
tal, ophthalmic and aural treatment and appliances are also available free of charge to children 
and in respect of any difficulties identified at child health or school health examinations.  

The Deputies will also be aware that the HSE recently established a Clinical Advisory Group 
for Medical Card Eligibility. The Group will provide oversight and guidance to the operation 
of a more compassionate medical card system and will focus initially on the development of a 
framework for assessment and measurement of the burden of disease in this context.

03/03/2015WRT01150General Practitioner Services

03/03/2015WRT01200391. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of cases referred by 
general practitioners in Dublin 5, 13, and 17 to Beaumont Hospital, Dublin 9, in the years 2012, 
2013 and 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8943/15]

03/03/2015WRT01300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up with them.

03/03/2015WRT01350Home Help Service Provision

03/03/2015WRT01400392. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) in 
County Limerick will be considered for the home help scheme; if all appropriate documentation 
will be sent to that person; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8948/15]

03/03/2015WRT01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply. If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRT01550Medical Card Eligibility

03/03/2015WRT01600393. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if a full medical card 
will be granted in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5. [8952/15]

03/03/2015WRT01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRT01750Mental Health Services Provision

03/03/2015WRT01800394. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health in view of the funding an-
nouncement for the Grove site in Tuam, County Galway, if he will confirm if it is the Health 
Service Executive’s intention to move the mental health day-hospital in Toghermore House, 
Tuam, to the Grove; if so, the future plans for Toghermore House; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [8959/15]

03/03/2015WRT01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If you have not re-
ceived a reply within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office and they will follow 
up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRT01950Drugs Payment Scheme

03/03/2015WRT02000395. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if a reimbursement, 
applied for under the drugs payment scheme, will be made in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in Dublin 22. [8963/15]

03/03/2015WRT02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Under the 
Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility 
for the administration of the primary care schemes, including the Long Term Illness Scheme, 
therefore the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to you. 

If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my 
Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRT02150Magdalen Laundries

03/03/2015WRT02200396. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health in respect of the Redress for 
Women Resident in Certain Institutions Bill 2014, if the dental, ophthalmic and aural services 
will be equivalent to those set out in appendix G of Judge Quirke’s report, Health Amendment 
Act 1996 card guide, that is, if Magdalen women will be able to obtain any and all dental, oph-
thalmic and aural primary care services, including from private practitioners; and if referred 
for hospital treatment, if Magdalen women will receive an appointment within two weeks, as 
Health Amendment Act 1996 cardholders do; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8966/15]

03/03/2015WRT02300416. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the support and care being 
provided for women affected by the treatment they experienced at the Magdalen laundries (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9166/15]
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03/03/2015WRT02400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 396 and 
416 together.

The Minister for Justice and Equality welcomed the passing by Dáil Éireann of the Redress 
for Women Who Were Resident in Certain Institutions Bill on 18 February last. Seanad Second 
Stage deliberations on the Bill took place last  week and Committee Stage is scheduled for to-
morrow, Wednesday 4 March.  When the Bill has completed its passage in the Oireachtas, the 
final provisions determined and the legislation commenced, the HSE will be so advised. 

03/03/2015WRT02450Ambulance Service Provision

03/03/2015WRT02500397. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if there is or will be provision 
made for all ambulance drivers to have satellite navigation devices installed in all ambulances 
in the future so as to avoid delays in ambulances getting to patients located in isolated rural 
areas throughout the country. [8974/15]

03/03/2015WRT02600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up with them.

03/03/2015WRT02650Medical Card Appeals

03/03/2015WRT02700398. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on a 
medical card appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [8982/15]

03/03/2015WRT02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

Question No. 399 answered with Question No. 390.

03/03/2015WRT02950Health Services Provision

03/03/2015WRT03000400. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the most appropriate ac-
commodation requirements to meet the needs of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare, 
who is deemed not suitable for independent living; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [8992/15]

03/03/2015WRT03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If you have not re-
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ceived a reply within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office and they will follow 
up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRT03150Prescription Charges

03/03/2015WRT03200401. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding prescription charges; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9001/15]

03/03/2015WRT03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Medical card 
holders are required to pay a €2.50 charge per item for medicines and other prescription items 
supplied to them by community pharmacists, subject to a cap of €25 per month for each person 
or family.  Where a single prescribed item is required to be dispensed in different strengths and 
different containers and therefore claimed as more than one item, a prescription charge will 
apply to each claimed strength of the product.  This raises policy issues surrounding the imple-
mentation of prescription charges which is still under review.

03/03/2015WRT03350Health Services Provision

03/03/2015WRT03400402. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health in respect of persons (details 
supplied) in County Dublin, and the review of their case at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, 
Drogheda, County Louth, if he will clarify the period for which notes are being reviewed; if 
only midwife notes are being reviewed or if any doctors’ notes will be reviewed; the reason 
Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital is now being asked to review its own notes for retrospective 
entries (details supplied); in view of the fact the external review (details supplied) was com-
pleted in early 2013, the reason there has been a two year delay in commencing these proposed 
reviews; the timeframe that exists for these proposed reviews; if it is the intention of the Health 
Service Executive and Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital to inform other patients that their medical 
records are being reviewed; the reason this is taking so long; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9011/15]

03/03/2015WRT03500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the detailed queries raised relate to ser-
vice matters, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply 
from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office and my officials will 
follow the matter up.

03/03/2015WRU00150Hospital Investigations

03/03/2015WRU00200403. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health his views and actions regarding a 
submission in relation to a hospital (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [9021/15]

03/03/2015WRU00300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The HSE has informed my Department that 
Tallaght Hospital was also copied on this correspondence and that the hospital’s Patient Advo-
cacy Service is currently investigating the issues raised.  In advance of the completion of the 
investigation, it would be inappropriate for me to comment further.

03/03/2015WRU00350General Practitioner Services
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03/03/2015WRU00400404. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a doctor will be appointed 
to a location (details supplied) in County Laois; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9026/15]

03/03/2015WRU00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is 
a service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the 
Deputy. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRU00550HSE Funding

03/03/2015WRU00600405. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health how the Health Service Exec-
utive can justifiably impose value-for-money part-year cuts for 2014 of up to 3% and full-year 
cuts in 2015 of up to 6% on the Camphill Communities of Ireland in November 2014 on what 
are historically-low capitation fees, which are comparably below the lower average capitation 
fees for the sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9030/15]

03/03/2015WRU00700406. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if the 2015 service plan of the 
Health Service Executive contains enough funding to fully cover all of the associated costs that 
arise from a recent Labour Court ruling around sleepover rates and a maximum working week 
for 39 agencies, such as Camphill Communities of Ireland, including payments dated back to 
September 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9031/15]

03/03/2015WRU00800414. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will support the vital and 
excellent service of Camphill Communities of Ireland for those with an intellectual disability; 
his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding this service; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [9156/15]

03/03/2015WRU00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 405, 406 and 414 together.

In the Health Service Executive’s (HSE’s) National Service Plan and Social Care Division 
Operational Plan for 2014, the HSE confirmed that funding reductions for the Disability sector 
would be limited to the Haddington Road Agreement (HRA) & related measures and the Value-
For-Money (VFM) target of €5m.

In order to arrive at a fair and equitable allocation of the efficiency targets, the HSE initiated 
a process through its Social Care Division in conjunction with the Section 38 & 39 organisa-
tions to assess the capacity for implementation of HRA and other measures within the voluntary 
sector, in particular, Section 39s.

In recognition of the time required to complete this work, only 50% of the 2014 requirement 
(€2.5 m) was assigned to agencies and accordingly the value of the efficiency measures were 
reflected in agency budgets from July 2014. The HSE undertook an evaluation of the impact of 
this reduction on voluntary agencies and decided that it would not be prudent to apply the full 
reduction in 2015, so only 50% will be applied again this year.

The HSE is currently in discussion with all voluntary health service providers regarding 
funding and service arrangements for 2015.

As the other issues raised in the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged 
for the questions to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.  If the Deputy has not 
received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, he can contact my Private Office and 
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they will follow the matter up with the HSE.

03/03/2015WRU00950Rare Diseases Strategy Implementation

03/03/2015WRU01000407. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health in view of his meeting with 
mothers from County Donegal of children with life-limiting conditions, his plans to look into 
cross-Border access to medical services, especially in paediatric and hospice care; if he has 
made representations to the relevant officials in Northern Ireland regarding the potential of 
cross-Border access to services; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9043/15]

03/03/2015WRU01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The National 
Clinical Programme for Rare Diseases has been established, led by Professor Eileen Treacy. 
This will ultimately be a channel for advancing and implementing recommendations in the HSE 
Rare Diseases Plan. To support the Clinical Programme, a Rare Disease Office is being estab-
lished by the HSE and it is anticipated that this office will be in place later this year.

Work is ongoing within my Department and the HSE to identify potential opportunities for 
improving the delivery of healthcare through clinical linkages and partnerships on an all-island 
basis, such as the provision of radiotherapy services at Altnagelvin or the development of an 
all-island model of care for congenital heart disease. The Rare Disease plan recognises that ef-
forts should be made to realise shared benefits for rare disease patients on the island of Ireland. 
Officials from my Department have met with their counterparts in Northern Ireland to consider 
these issues. The subject of Rare Diseases has also been discussed as a bilateral issue at the 
North South Ministerial Council. There is broad agreement in principle to identify specialist 
areas for future rare disease collaboration and develop these further. 

The Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety (DHSSPS) in Northern Ire-
land has carried out a public consultation on its draft implementation plan for the UK Strategy 
for Rare Diseases, which was published in November 2013.  Under theme 6, “Collaboration 
between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland”, the Northern Ireland draft Plan commits 
the DHSSPS to identifying opportunities to work with healthcare policy makers, commission-
ers and providers in the Republic of Ireland and organisations involved in research in the field 
of rare diseases. The intention of this would be to maximise the potential benefits arising from 
collaboration to meet the respective needs of both jurisdictions.

03/03/2015WRU01150Hospital Services

03/03/2015WRU01200408. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health in view of the end of cutbacks 
in the health service, if he will address the accumulated effects of cutbacks to Letterkenny Gen-
eral Hospital, County Donegal, especially while a new consultant is being recruited; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9044/15]

03/03/2015WRU01300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up with them.

03/03/2015WRU01350National Positive Ageing Strategy Implementation

03/03/2015WRU01400409. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health in view of the increasing isola-
tion felt by elderly residents in remote locations in County Donegal, his plans to promote social 
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inclusion for persons living in remote areas and provide funding for organisations that work to 
combat the social isolation of elderly residents; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[9045/15]

03/03/2015WRU01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The 2011-
2016 Programme for Government committed to completing and implementing the National 
Positive Ageing Strategy (NPAS) so that older people are recognised, supported and enabled 
to live independent full lives. In our statement of Health priorities for 2015, the Minister for 
Health and I have reiterated our commitment to implementing the Strategy.

The Strategy recognises that older people may be financially vulnerable in their later years, 
or may be prone to social isolation and loneliness brought about by family circumstances or as 
a consequence of where they live.

Implementation of the Strategy involves a wide range of Departments and agencies, all of 
which must operate within the resources available to them.

My Department does not operate a specific fund for organisations that work to combat so-
cial isolation in elderly residents.  However, such organisations may apply to be considered for 
the discretionary National Lottery funding administered by my Department. The 2015 applica-
tion form is now available on the Department of Health website (www.health.gov.ie).

The Health Service Executive was established under the Health Act 2004 as the single body 
with statutory responsibility for the management and delivery of health and personal social 
services in the Republic of Ireland. As this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE 
for direct reply. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please 
contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRU01550Legislative Measures

03/03/2015WRU01600410. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health his views on amendment of 
the public health Bill 2015 to include a ban on alcohol sponsorship for sporting events; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [9051/15]

03/03/2015WRU01700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The General Scheme of the Public Health 
(Alcohol) Bill was approved by Government on the 3rd February 2015. The Scheme includes 
provisions for minimum unit pricing, health labelling on products that contain alcohol, restric-
tions on the advertising and marketing of alcohol and the regulation of sports sponsorship. The 
existing Code of Practice for Sponsorships by Drinks Companies will be put on a legal footing 
with statutory powers and penalties. The provisions in relation to marketing and advertising 
will be reviewed after three years to gauge their effectiveness.

03/03/2015WRU01750Hospital Facilities

03/03/2015WRU01800411. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Health the reason a 
company (details supplied) has been prevented from installing telephone charging stations and 
Internet kiosks at a hospital, at no charge to the hospital, even though this would be a very use-
ful service for patients; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9056/15]

03/03/2015WRU01900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up with them.
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03/03/2015WRU01950HSE Expenditure

03/03/2015WRU02000412. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Executive 
showed a net current deficit, against profile, at the end of January 2015; if so, the details of 
same; the net expenditure figure for the executive to the end of January 2015 and the profiled 
budget for same; and the net expenditure figure for the acute hospital sector at the end of Janu-
ary 2015 and the profiled budget for same.  [9130/15]

03/03/2015WRU02100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Vote of the Health Service Executive 
was disestablished with effect from 31 December, 2014. All funding for the Executive is now 
provided through the Vote of the Minister for Health – Vote 38.  

Monthly expenditure profiles for 2015 are currently being finalised.  

My Department has processed payments of €1,276 million to the HSE for January 2015 
comprising €1,262 million current and €14 million capital.

03/03/2015WRU02150Health Services Staff

03/03/2015WRU02200413. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health if the post of speech and 
language therapist for an area (details supplied) in County Mayo has been advertised, to fill a 
vacancy in existence since November 2014; when this post will be filled; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9137/15]

03/03/2015WRU02300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have asked the HSE to look into this mat-
ter and to respond to the Deputy directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 
15 working days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

  Question No. 414 answered with Question No. 405.

03/03/2015WRU02450Hospital Appointments Administration

03/03/2015WRU02500415. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if, and when, an appoint-
ment will be made for a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9164/15]

03/03/2015WRU02600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The scheduling of appointments for patients 
is a matter for the hospital to which the patient has been referred. Should a patient’s general 
practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she 
would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved. In 
relation to the specific case raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please 
contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up with them.

Question No. 416 answered with Question No. 396.

  Question No. 417 answered with Question No. 390.

03/03/2015WRU02850Health Services Staff

03/03/2015WRU02900418. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of dental 
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nurse posts currently vacant in community care area 8; and the measures he is taking to fill these 
posts as soon as possible.  [9183/15]

03/03/2015WRU03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply 
from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and my officials will 
follow the matter up.

03/03/2015WRV00150Medical Card Applications

03/03/2015WRV00200419. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an application 
for a medical card in respect of a person in County Kildare (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9184/15]

03/03/2015WRV00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRV00350Departmental Expenditure

03/03/2015WRV00400420. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if his Department, or State bod-
ies or agencies under the aegis of his Department, use solicitors’ firms (details supplied); the 
amount paid to these solicitors each year from 2011 to 2014 by his Department, or State bodies 
or agencies under the aegis of his Department; the date until which his Department, or State 
bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department, are contracted to use these solicitors’ 
firms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9196/15]

03/03/2015WRV00500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In respect of Departmental expenditure, the 
details requested are set out in the following table. Payments made to Arthur Cox are in relation 
to third party legal fees.

Year Arthur Cox 
€

McCann Fitzgerald 
€

2011 0 16,867
2012 35,995 0
2013 63,555 0
2014 0 0

Expenditure by other bodies under the aegis of the Department is an operational matter for 
the body concerned and the Deputy should contact the relevant Director/CEO/Registrar direct-
ly.  I have requested the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy in respect of relevant expendi-
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ture.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my 
Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRV00550Hospital Appointment Status

03/03/2015WRV00600421. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an appointment 
at Mallow General Hospital, County Cork, in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9203/15]

03/03/2015WRV00700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The scheduling of appointments for patients 
is a matter for the hospital to which the patient has been referred. Should a patient’s general 
practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she 
would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved. In 
relation to the specific case raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please 
contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up with them.

03/03/2015WRV00750Health Services

03/03/2015WRV00800422. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that a person in 
County Kerry (details supplied) receives adequate care hours, as those being recommended at 
present are insufficient. [9204/15]

03/03/2015WRV00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply. If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRV00950Medical Card Eligibility

03/03/2015WRV01000423. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
who has always contributed fully to pay as you earn, pay related social insurance and the uni-
versal social charge, and who is now living with a permanent colostomy bag as a result of ex-
tensive surgery to remove a malignant tumour, is entitled to a discretionary medical card on the 
basis of medical grounds and the permanent change to that person’s body and not on the basis 
of that person’s means. [9217/15]

03/03/2015WRV01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.
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03/03/2015WRV01150Medical Card Eligibility

03/03/2015WRV01200424. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in de-
termination of eligibility for a medical card in the case of a person in County Kildare (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9228/15]

03/03/2015WRV01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRV01350Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

03/03/2015WRV01400425. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the steps he is tak-
ing to make EpiPens more widely available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9246/15]

03/03/2015WRV01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I am happy 
to confirm to the Deputy that a public consultation process on easier access to ‘rescue’ drugs in 
emergencies, including adrenaline auto-injectors, commenced on 20 February 2015.

The review of current arrangements being undertaken by the Department of Health aims to 
explore the feasibility of setting up a system to allow appropriately trained non-medical persons 
to have ready access to certain prescription-only medicines for use in emergency situations, 
while ensuring that medicines continue to be controlled in an appropriate manner.

Submissions to the public consultation are expected from a wide variety of respondents. It 
is anticipated that strong engagement from the public and other stakeholders will help to inform 
a policy decision in this area within the coming months. The details of the consultation process 
can be found on my Department’s website www.health.gov.ie. The closing date for responses 
is 13 March 2015.

03/03/2015WRV01550Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

03/03/2015WRV01600426. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of 
existing frameworks for consultancy services entered into by his Department and the Health 
Service Executive, including the nature of the frameworks, the members of the framework, the 
dates these frameworks were established, when they are due to expire; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9251/15]

03/03/2015WRV01700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Department holds no framework agree-
ments for consultancy services. Consultancy is procured on an as required basis ensuring that 
value for money is achieved. This Department participates in the Department of Public Expen-
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diture & Reform procurement framework in the areas of ICT, Telecoms, and Data Networking 
services.

I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct 
reply to the Deputy.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRV01750Hospital Appointment Status

03/03/2015WRV01800427. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if and when a hospital ap-
pointment will be offered to a person in County Kildare (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9254/15]

03/03/2015WRV01900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The scheduling of appointments for patients 
is a matter for the hospital to which the patient has been referred. Should a patient’s general 
practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she 
would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved. In 
relation to the specific case raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please 
contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up with them.

03/03/2015WRV01950Services for People with Disabilities

03/03/2015WRV02000428. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the funding difficulties affecting Camphill Communities of Ireland; his views on 
whether Camphill Communities of Ireland has been disproportionately impacted by cuts in 
recent years; if he will take action to redress this situation; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9256/15]

03/03/2015WRV02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, he can contact my Private Office and they will 
follow the matter up with the HSE.

03/03/2015WRV02150Dental Services Provision

03/03/2015WRV02200429. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of 
the extent of the school dental service in County Kildare; the centres from which the service is 
delivered; if full staffing of the service is in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9257/15]

03/03/2015WRV02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply 
from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and my officials will 
follow the matter up.

03/03/2015WRV02350Medical Card Administration
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03/03/2015WRV02400430. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health if he will review the case of 
a person in County Kildare (details supplied) who incurred hospital charges while awaiting a 
medical card renewal. [9264/15]

03/03/2015WRV02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRV02550Hospital Facilities

03/03/2015WRV02600431. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will itemise the public 
car parks at each acute Health Service Executive hospital and voluntary hospital in the State; 
the private companies which operate them, where applicable; the income derived through car 
park fees and clamping activities at each car park; if his attention has been drawn to any case 
where the proceeds derived accrue to hospital consultants, as the owners of said private com-
panies, and, if so, if he will provide these cases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9266/15]

03/03/2015WRV02700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up with them.

03/03/2015WRV02750Departmental Funding

03/03/2015WRV02800432. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if grants are available from 
his Department for an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9278/15]

03/03/2015WRV02900433. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if changes will be made to 
capitation fees (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9279/15]

03/03/2015WRV03000434. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if funding is available from 
his Department towards housing for an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9280/15]

03/03/2015WRV03100435. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding 
sleepover rates (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9281/15]

03/03/2015WRV03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 432 to 435, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy’s questions relates to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  If the Deputy has 
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not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, he can contact my Private Office 
and they will follow the matter up with the HSE.

03/03/2015WRW00200Orthodontic Service Waiting Lists

03/03/2015WRW00300436. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied) in 
County Kildare will receive an appointment for orthodontic treatment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9283/15]

03/03/2015WRW00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply 
from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and my officials will 
follow the matter up.

03/03/2015WRW00500Hospital Services

03/03/2015WRW00600437. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 1097 of 17 September 2014, the reason these figures cannot be provided in view of the 
fact that Beaumont Hospital, Dublin 9, produced quarterly key performance indicator reports 
for this in 2011 and in 2012; the reason this practice ceased; if he will provide all available fig-
ures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9327/15]

03/03/2015WRW00700438. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 1096 of 17 September 2014, the reason the number of patients covered by health 
insurance and by medical cards is so low, considering that this covers in excess of 80% of the 
population; if he will provide revised figures and end-of-year figures for 2014; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9328/15]

03/03/2015WRW00800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 437 and 
438 together.

I understand that the Deputy received responses to these questions from the HSE in October 
2014, details of which can be seen on the HSE’s website.

In relation to your query on Parliamentary Question No. 1096 regarding end of year figures 
for 2014, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly on this matter.  If you have not re-
ceived a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and my 
officials will follow the matter up with them.

03/03/2015WRW00900Organ Donation

03/03/2015WRW01000439. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding 
organ donation here; the stage legislation for a soft opt-out system is at; the timeframe for its 
introduction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9329/15]

03/03/2015WRW01100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In 2014, 251 transplants were carried out in 
Ireland.  This was facilitated by 63 deceased donors and 40 living kidney donors.  There will 
always be fluctuations in the number of organs donated from deceased donors on an annual 
basis but I am working to ensure that the necessary steps are being taken to encourage donation 
where the opportunity arises.
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An extra allocation of €2.9 million has been made available to the HSE to facilitate an in-
crease in the levels of organ donation and transplantation, largely through the appointment of 
19 whole-time-equivalent personnel.  The appointees will include consultants, organ donation 
nurse managers, organ procurement officers and quality officers.  They will work to foster a 
strong culture of organ donation, optimise conversion rates and ultimately increase the number 
of transplantations that are carried out each year.  Nine of these posts have been filled to date 
and it is expected that all posts will be filled over the coming months.

Legislative proposals to give effect to the opt-out system of consent are being progressed 
and it is hoped to finalise the Heads of a Bill this year.

03/03/2015WRW01200Primary Care Centre Provision

03/03/2015WRW01300440. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health the progress made to date on rede-
veloping a health centre (details supplied) in County Galway. [9330/15]

03/03/2015WRW01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE has 
responsibility for the provision, maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres.  There-
fore, this matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.  If 
you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private 
Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRW01500Pharmacy Services

03/03/2015WRW01600441. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health his plans to lead or lend support to a 
public information campaign to make persons aware of the range of services available at their 
local pharmacies, which would lead to quicker outcomes for some persons and reduce pressure 
on emergency departments. [9331/15]

03/03/2015WRW01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The develop-
ment of primary care services is an essential component of the health reform process. In a de-
veloped primary care system up to 95% of people’s day to day health and social care needs can 
be met in the primary care setting.  Pharmacy services are well placed within the community to 
provide essential health advice and to support effective care at the lowest level of complexity 
and in a cost-effective manner.  The use of publicity campaigns by pharmacists to promote the 
use of their services in that context are welcomed.

03/03/2015WRW01800Hospital Services

03/03/2015WRW01900442. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
supplied) regarding a person’s treatment in a hospital in Dublin 9; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9340/15]

03/03/2015WRW02000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I acknowledge that the current surge in ED 
activity is causing difficulty, both in Emergency Departments and subsequent to admission, for 
patients, their families and the staff who are doing their utmost to provide safe, quality care in 
very challenging circumstances.

At the outset I would like to express my sincere regret to Mr. Feeney’s family for any dis-
tress and upset caused to them throughout this very difficult time.  I understand that the hospital 
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view this as a very serious issue, that they are investigating the matter and that they are liaising 
with Mr. Feeney’s family.

In view of the fact that Beaumont Hospital are investigating the matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up with them.

03/03/2015WRW02100Nursing Home Inspections

03/03/2015WRW02200443. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to amend 
legislation to allow the Health Information and Quality Authority to investigate individual com-
plaints within residential care and nursing homes; if his attention has been drawn to the fact 
that, at present, the only complaint mechanism for elderly and vulnerable persons in private 
nursing homes is to complain to the organisation itself, which is clearly not suitable, and places 
the person in an even more vulnerable position; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9343/15]

03/03/2015WRW02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Information and Quality Authority is the independent authority established under the Health 
Act 2007 to drive continuous improvement and to monitor safety and quality in Ireland’s health 
and personal social care services.

Since 2009 all nursing homes - public, voluntary and private have been registered and in-
spected by HIQA.  During the course of this Government HIQA’s function has been extended 
to residential services for those with disabilities and child protection services.

As regulator, HIQA’s remit operates at the level of facilities rather than that of individual 
complaints, but the requirements at facility level impact very directly on how individual cases 
are dealt with.

All nursing homes are required to have an accessible and effective complaints procedure, 
including an appeals process.  They must investigate all complaints promptly, and following in-
vestigation put in place any measures required for improvement.  Records of complaints made 
are required to be kept. These are available for inspection, thus enabling the HIQA inspector to 
determine whether the complaints system is sufficiently robust.

In relation to the investigation of individual complaints, HIQA’s position is that it considers 
that, in line with principles of good governance, the investigation of such complaints should 
remain primarily a role for the service provider.  However, HIQA takes into account and uses all 
information received to inform and plan its regulatory activity, and information on individual 
cases can provide useful pointers in this context. HIQA’s programme of both scheduled and 
unannounced inspections is intended to ensure that standards are maintained and where issues 
of non-compliance arise, that these are addressed and rectified.  If a nursing home is found not 
to be in compliance with the Regulations it may either fail to achieve or lose its registration 
status. HIQA also has wide discretion in deciding whether to impose conditions of registration 
on nursing homes.

My Department, in consultation with both HIQA and the service providers, works on an on-
going basis to improve and update the requirements that apply to nursing home care. As part of 
its ongoing assessment of services in designated centres, HIQA has committed to maintaining a 
focus on the adequacy of complaints procedures in place in registered services.
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03/03/2015WRW02400Mental Health Services Funding

03/03/2015WRW02500444. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that there 
was an underspend, as against the original allocation of circa €6 million, in mental health ser-
vices in the Galway-Roscommon region in 2014; if he will provide an exact figure for the 
underspend in 2014; the way this underspend occurred; if he will assess its impact on mental 
health services in the region; if the underspend will be carried forward into 2015 and added to 
the allocated budget for this year; the amounts allocated to mental health services in each year 
from 2011 to 2013 in the Galway-Roscommon region; the total actually spent in each year; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9346/15]

03/03/2015WRW02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If you have not re-
ceived a reply within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office and they will follow 
up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRW02700Health Services

03/03/2015WRW02800445. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the current supports 
available in respect of a family (details supplied) in County Wexford; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9349/15]

03/03/2015WRW02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, he can contact my Private Office and they will 
follow the matter up with the HSE.

03/03/2015WRW03000Health Services Access

03/03/2015WRW03100446. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the way a person who requires 
transport to a hospital appointment and cannot make contact with the Health Service Executive 
transport section may arrange transport; the reason there are such long delays in making contact 
by telephone with this section; if he will ensure that telephone calls are answered, or return 
telephone calls made, within a reasonable period of time, that is, 24 hours; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9351/15]

03/03/2015WRW03200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up with them.

03/03/2015WRW03300Health Services

03/03/2015WRW03400447. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health if there has been a reduc-
tion of services provided by an organisation (details supplied) over the past five years; if he 
envisages that the use of the facilities will be secure, into the future; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9355/15]

03/03/2015WRW03500448. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a detailed 
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financial statement in respect of an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9356/15]

03/03/2015WRW03600449. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health his views on the concerns 
raised by a number of service users of an organisation (details supplied), that the services are 
being phased out and the centre is due to close; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9357/15]

03/03/2015WRW03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 447 to 449, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy’s questions relates to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  If the Deputy has 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, she can contact my Private Office 
and they will follow the matter up with the HSE.

03/03/2015WRW03800Respite Care Services

03/03/2015WRW03900450. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health his views on the reduction 
of available respite care beds for persons with disabilities; the action he is taking to rectify this 
matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9358/15]

03/03/2015WRW04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The vision for 
the Health Service Executive’s Disability Services Programme is to contribute to the realisa-
tion of a society where people with disabilities are supported, as far as possible, to participate 
to their full potential in economic and social life, and have access to a range of quality personal 
social supports and services including respite care to enhance their quality of life.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service issue, it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 
15 working days, he can contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with the 
HSE.

03/03/2015WRX00200Health Insurance Data

03/03/2015WRX00300451. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if, given that the equivalent data 
for 2013 were available at the end of February 2014, he will provide details of the number of 
persons availing of private health insurance, at the end of 2014, in each of the following age 
groups: 17 years and under, 18 to 29 years, 30 to 39 years, 40 to 49 years, 50 to 59 years, 60 to 
69 years, 70 to 79 years, and 80 years and over. [9362/15]

03/03/2015WRX00400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The table provides a breakdown of the 
requested data which is compiled in respect of the commercial health insurers and excludes 
members of Restricted Membership Undertakings (which provide insurance to people who 
are members of a particular group, normally a vocational group or employees of a particular 
organisation).

Age Group Membership for the Market as of 31 De-
cember 2014

Aged 17 and under   453,873
Aged 18 to age 29   203,077



3 March 2015

169

Age Group Membership for the Market as of 31 De-
cember 2014

Aged 30 to age 39   281,282
Aged 40 to age 49   293,155
Aged 50 to age 59  261,365
Aged 60 to age 69  217,455
Aged 70 to age 79  125,118
Aged 80 and over  51,880
Total  1,887,205
*Source: Health Insurance Authority

03/03/2015WRX00500HSE Data

03/03/2015WRX00600452. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of requests that the 
Health Service Executive made in 2013, and in 2014, under section 8 of the Health (Alteration 
of Criteria for Eligibility) Act 2013, to the Minister for Social Protection to provide it with per-
sonal data, which it required for assessing, or reviewing, the eligibility of persons for services 
provided under Health Acts currently in force; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9363/15]

03/03/2015WRX00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRX00800HSE Data

03/03/2015WRX00900453. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of requests that the 
Health Service Executive made in 2013, and in 2014, under section 8 of the Health (Alteration 
of Criteria for Eligibility) Act 2013, to the Revenue Commissioners to provide it with personal 
data, which it required for assessing, or reviewing, the eligibility of persons for services provid-
ed under Health Acts currently in force; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9364/15]

03/03/2015WRX01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.
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If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRX01100HSE Data

03/03/2015WRX01200454. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of requests that the 
Health Service Executive received in 2013, and in 2014, under section 8 of the Health (Altera-
tion of Criteria for Eligibility) Act 2013, from the Minister for Social Protection to provide her 
with personal data, which were required to calculate the means of a person to assess, or review, 
entitlements to benefits and services provided under the Social Welfare Acts; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9365/15]

03/03/2015WRX01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRX01400Tax Data

03/03/2015WRX01500455. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of requests that the 
Health Service Executive received in 2013, and in 2014, under section 8 of the Health (Altera-
tion of Criteria for Eligibility) Act 2013, from the Revenue Commissioners to provide the com-
missioners with personal data for the purpose of assessing, or collecting, any tax, duty, or other 
charge payable to the commissioners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9366/15]

03/03/2015WRX01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRX01700HSE Investigations

03/03/2015WRX01800456. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamen-
tary Questions Nos. 138 and 139 of 29 January 2015 if he will provide details of the appropriate 
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actions taken, as referred to in the reply, and stated to be in compliance with regulations and 
national standards; if he will highlight the relevant points of compliance, vis-à-vis the actions 
taken; the date on which he referred the matter, addressed in the parliamentary questions, to the 
Health Service Executive for investigation, under the terms of the national policy and proce-
dures for safeguarding vulnerable persons at risk of abuse; the designated reporting person in 
this case; when and to whom that person will report; if the report will be made available to the 
siblings and next of kin of the persons who are the subject of the report; the reason that the next 
of kin were neither contacted nor consulted regarding their vulnerable relatives’ experiences; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9376/15]

03/03/2015WRX01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I have been 
informed that the Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) has raised this matter with 
the service provider and it is satisfied that the provider has met their responsibility in relation to 
this matter, and that the provider has dealt with the allegations appropriately.

I can confirm that the matter was referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) on 29/1/15.  
As the allegations are currently being investigated by the HSE, it is inappropriate for me to 
comment on this issue.

03/03/2015WRX02000Hospital Waiting Lists

03/03/2015WRX02100457. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide 
details of the waiting lists for consultant neurological review in Cavan hospital; the current al-
location of consultant neurologists; the way this compares to the national target per area and 
population; if a full-time neurologist will be appointed in view of the current waiting list length; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9377/15]

03/03/2015WRX02200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up with them.

03/03/2015WRX02300HSE Funding

03/03/2015WRX02400458. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (de-
tails supplied) regarding under-funding issues in respect of an organisation; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9379/15]

03/03/2015WRX02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, he can contact my Private Office and they will 
follow the matter up with the HSE.

03/03/2015WRX02600Medical Card Reviews

03/03/2015WRX02700459. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress, to date, in 
determining a review in respect of a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9382/15]

03/03/2015WRX02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
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Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRX02900Hospital Appointment Status

03/03/2015WRX03000460. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal may expect an appointment in Letterkenny General Hospital, County 
Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9383/15]

03/03/2015WRX03100Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The scheduling of appointments for patients 
is a matter for the hospital to which the patient has been referred. Should a patient’s general 
practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she 
would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved. In 
relation to the specific case raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please 
contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up with them.

03/03/2015WRX03200Medical Card Applications

03/03/2015WRX03300461. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a discretion-
ary medical card in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9391/15]

03/03/2015WRX03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

03/03/2015WRX03500Northern Ireland Issues

03/03/2015WRX03600462. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade when he will 
accede to this Deputy’s request for a meeting on behalf of this Deputy and on behalf of other 
Teachtaí Dála and Senators, who regularly visit prisoners in Northern Ireland; the reason for the 
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delay with this meeting, despite numerous requests, and in view of the heightened tensions in 
the prisons there; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8758/15]

03/03/2015WRX03700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I approach prison 
issues in the North with great seriousness and am very conscious of the increase in tensions in 
Roe House, Maghaberry Prison over recent weeks.  I have discussed these issues with the Sec-
retary of State for Northern Ireland and with a member of the Independent Assessment Team, 
which undertook the stock take of the August 2010 agreement between prisoners and the Prison 
Service.  I have also spoken with the Northern Ireland Minister for Justice David Ford regard-
ing prison issues, including in the margins of the recent negotiations on the Stormont House 
Agreement.

My officials in the Belfast Secretariat are in regular and continuing contact with their coun-
terparts in the Northern Ireland Office, with officials in the Northern Ireland Prison Service, and 
a range of other relevant parties to seek to ensure that the prison dispensation in the North is 
safe, dignified and equitable for both prison staff and for prisoners, and they have been keeping 
me closely informed of developments.

I am conscious of the Deputy’s long-standing interest in prison issues and am happy to meet 
him to discuss the matter. I have asked my office to make contact with the Deputy to arrange a 
mutually suitable time for a meeting.

03/03/2015WRX03800Human Rights Issues

03/03/2015WRX03900463. Deputy Eamonn Maloney asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if resolu-
tion is close to hand, for the release of a person (details supplied), who is currently incarcerated 
in Cairo, Egypt; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8764/15]

03/03/2015WRX04000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I remain deeply 
concerned at this individual’s continued detention as well as the recent further postponement 
of his trial.

I am not in a position to predict the timing of developments in this case that are dependent 
on decisions of the Egyptian authorities.

However, I would like to assure the deputy that officials in the Department of Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade, both in Dublin and in Cairo, are in ongoing contact with this individual and his 
family, and will continue to work actively towards the achievement of a positive outcome to this 
case while continuing to offer full consular support to this Irish citizen.

03/03/2015WRX04100Departmental Legal Costs

03/03/2015WRX04200464. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his Depart-
ment, or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department, use solicitors’ firms (details 
supplied); the amount paid to these solicitors, each year, from 2011 to 2014, by his Department, 
or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department; the date until which his Depart-
ment, or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department, are contracted to use these 
solicitors’ firms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9195/15]

03/03/2015WRX04300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department 
is responsible for two Votes: Vote 28 - Foreign Affairs and Trade; and Vote 27 - International 
Cooperation.  No payments have been made to the firms listed in the Deputy’s question by my 
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Department from 2011 to 2014 nor is my Department contracted to use these firms.  There are 
no agencies or State bodies under the aegis of my Department.

03/03/2015WRX04400Child Care Qualifications

03/03/2015WRX04500465. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the involve-
ment her Department should have in setting the training, educational and professional develop-
ment requirements and standards preschool child care professionals should have; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [9069/15]

03/03/2015WRX04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): A considerable amount of 
work has been done on occupational profiles in early childhood care and education.  This culmi-
nated in the 2002 publication of Quality Childcare and Lifelong Learning: A Model Framework 
for Education, Training and Professional Development.  This Model Framework identified a 
number of occupational profiles and associated skills/attributes depending on the role of the 
childcare practitioner.  The roles vary from that of Basic Practitioner to Expert Practitioner.  
These role descriptors remain valid. At European level, the type of key competencies required 
of the early years workforce was the subject of a detailed study by the European Commission 
in 2011 (‘Competence Requirements in Early Childhood Education and Care’, or the ‘CoRe 
report’).

While I do not see the necessity to add to the existing body of work in setting out the profes-
sional development requirements for childcare practitioners, my Department is conducting a 
review of courses in early childhood care and education which will examine the extent to which 
these courses equip graduates with the skills, knowledge and dispositions to work in the area of 
early years education.  While Further and Higher Education training providers have to comply 
with the quality assurance procedures set by Quality and Qualifications Ireland, this review will 
seek the views of early childcare professionals themselves on how their professional develop-
ment requirements have been met.

03/03/2015WRX04700School Patronage

03/03/2015WRX04800466. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her attention has 
been drawn to the fact that, in Dublin alone, there are approximately 9,000 children attending 
national schools who have been illegally discriminated against on religious grounds in seeking 
admission to these schools and, as a consequence, the parents of these children have in some 
cases been forced to adopt a religion, in which they do not believe, by getting their child bap-
tised (details supplied); and her plans to address this issue. [8761/15]

03/03/2015WRX04900493. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her attention has 
been drawn to a matter (details supplied) regarding a redress scheme that may be required for 
children and parents, who are suffering illegal religious discrimination in admissions policies 
in national schools in view of the fact, in Dublin alone, there is approximately 9,000 children 
attending national schools who have been illegally discriminated against on religious grounds; 
and if she will address the illegal religious discrimination in admission policies in national 
schools. [9085/15]

03/03/2015WRX05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 466 and 493 together.

It is important to be clear that it is a parent who decides the religious denomination of their 
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child. It is not a decision of a school.

Parents can choose which school to apply to and where the school has places available the 
pupil should be admitted.  However, in schools where there are more applicants than places 
available a selection process may be necessary. This selection process and the enrolment policy 
on which it is based must be non-discriminatory and must be applied fairly in respect of all ap-
plicants. However, this may result in some pupils not obtaining a place in the school of their 
first choice.

Schools are not permitted to discriminate against an applicant for admission on any of the 
nine grounds set out in the Equal Status Act.

The Equal Status Act provides that any primary or post primary school whose objective 
is to provide education in an environment that promotes certain religious values may admit a 
student of a particular religious denomination in preference to other students.  The legislation 
also provides that such a school can also refuse to admit a student who is not of that religion but 
only where the school proves that this refusal is essential to maintain the ethos of the school.

Schools that comply with the requirements of the equality legislation do not therefore dis-
criminate on religious grounds.  I do not accept the Deputy’s references to illegal discrimination 
and therefore I consider that the issue of redress does not arise.

The draft Education (Admission to Schools) Bill does not propose changes to the existing 
equality legislation.  However, the draft Bill will provide for schools to explicitly state in the 
school’s admission policy that it will not discriminate against an applicant for admission on the 
grounds of disability, special educational needs, sexual orientation, family status, membership 
of the traveller community, race, civil status, gender or religion.

The draft Bill will also provide for schools to publish an enrolment policy which will include 
details of the school’s arrangements for students who do not want to attend religious instruction.

The issue of choice of school is separately being considered by my Department with a focus 
on providing for diversity when recognising new schools.

03/03/2015WRY00150State Examinations Exemptions

03/03/2015WRY00200467. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the pro-
cess for removing the waivers for those with dyslexia from the junior certificate to leaving 
certificate; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8769/15]

03/03/2015WRY00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations. 

The State Examinations Commission operates a scheme of Reasonable Accommodations in 
the Certificate examinations.  Applications for such accommodations are submitted by schools 
on behalf of their students.  Full details of the scheme are available for downloading from their 
website: www.examinations.ie/candidates/reasonableaccommodations.

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

03/03/2015WRY00350School Accommodation
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03/03/2015WRY00400468. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
confirm that a grant will be increased in respect of a school (details supplied) in County Limer-
ick; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8770/15]

03/03/2015WRY00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The school referred to by 
the Deputy was allocated devolved funding for the provision of 2 mainstream classroom and a 
resource room under my Department’s Additional Accommodation Scheme in 2014. 

The school authorities recently sought additional funding towards this building project.

My Department’s Planning and Building Unit has sought further clarification from the 
school authority and this information is currently awaited.  As soon as the information is re-
ceived a final decision will be communicated to the school authority.

03/03/2015WRY00550Special Educational Needs Service Provision

03/03/2015WRY00600469. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the situation re-
garding the 375 post-primary students (details supplied), categorised as autism spectrum disor-
der, at the end of the 2013-14 school year; if further education, or training places, were provided 
for these students; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8792/15]

03/03/2015WRY00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Deputy will be aware 
that students with a special educational need, including those with an autism spectrum disorder, 
have a range of options available to them in the higher and further education sectors.  Some 
students choose to participate in educational programmes through further adult educational 
programmes or in adult settings.

While the Department of Health and Children/Health Service Executive assumes direct re-
sponsibility for young adults with special educational needs who are over 18 years, my Depart-
ment may allocate funding towards an educational component of such provision. 

This is generally transacted through the co-operation hours scheme operated by Education 
and Training Boards (ETBs) where the local service provider makes application to the relevant 
ETB for tuition hours.  Funding is also provided to the National Learning Network for this 
purpose. 

Young adults with disabilities are eligible to access SOLAS funded services. SOLAS funds 
ETBs to contract with 17 Specialist Training Providers, in 49 locations country-wide, to deliver 
training courses to people with disabilities who require more intensive support than would be 
available in non-specialist training provision.  A range of specialist courses is available at two 
levels of training, Introductory Skills Training (IST) and Skill Specific Training (SST) and in-
cludes in-centre, employer based and blended learning approaches to accommodate learners’ 
training needs.  These training courses lead to awards at levels 3-5 on the National Framework 
of Qualifications.  Entry to specialist training is open to all persons with disabilities over 16 
years of age.

Specialist training offers additional supports to learners which include individualised train-
ing and progression plans, literacy and numeracy support, longer training duration, adapted 
equipment, transport arrangements, enhanced programme content and enhanced trainer/learner 
ratio.

The Disability Access Route to Education (DARE) scheme also provides a third level admis-
sions scheme for school leavers who have a disability or specific learning difficulty. Students 
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who are considered to be DARE eligible may secure a college place on a reduced points basis.

03/03/2015WRY00750Island Communities

03/03/2015WRY00800470. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views on 
a matter regarding island status in respect of a school (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [8793/15]

03/03/2015WRY00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The school referred to by 
the Deputy is located on Valentia Island which is situated on the west coast of the country. The 
criteria used for the allocation of teaching posts is published annually on the Department web-
site.  The key factor for determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school 
level is the staffing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 
30 September.  The staffing arrangements for the 2015/2016 school year are set out in Circular 
0005/2015 which is available on the Department website.  These arrangements include detail of 
the reduced enrolment thresholds that apply to island schools for the retention of a teaching post 
where the school is the only primary school remaining on the island. Such schools are located 
on islands which are situated off the coast of the country.

03/03/2015WRY00950Mental Health Services Funding

03/03/2015WRY01000471. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total amount 
spent on promoting positive mental health and resilience training in primary and secondary lev-
el schools, detailed separately, in each year from 2012 to 2014; the amount planned to be spent 
on such measures in 2015; the guidance that has been provided to schools on how to implement 
these measures; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8858/15]

03/03/2015WRY01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department is strongly 
supportive of the promotion of positive mental health awareness in schools.  The Department 
adopts a holistic and integrated approach to supporting the work of schools in promoting posi-
tive mental health and to supporting those with the broad range of problems, behavioural emo-
tional and social. 

The processes span the curriculum in schools, whole-school ethos, quality of teaching, 
learning and assessment, student support and pastoral care and the provision of professional 
development for teachers.  It also involves other supports such as educational psychological 
services and guidance and counselling services, and the interface with other agencies, both 
nationally and locally. Schools also engage in a wide range of sport and cultural co-curricular 
activities which provide an important opportunity for students to experience success and per-
sonal growth.

Wellbeing Guidelines for Post-Primary and more recently for Primary Schools have been 
produced by my Department in conjunction with the Department of Health and the Health Ser-
vice Executive.  The guidelines are informed by consultation with key Education and Health 
partners and by the findings of current research.  They provide practical guidance to schools on 
how they can promote mental health and well-being in an integrated school-wide way and they 
also provide evidence-based advice on how to support young people with mental health diffi-
culties or who may be at risk of suicidal behaviour.  The guidelines have and are being provided 
to schools and are being promoted and supported by the staff of NEPS, TES and the HSE.

The Guidelines build on the significant work already taking place in schools, including 



Questions - Written Answers

178

through the Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) curriculum, the whole-school guid-
ance plan, the National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) continuum of support model 
and the HSE, Health Promoting Schools Process.  Information is also provided on how to ac-
cess support from the SPHE Support Service and other external agencies and support services.

Staff training forms a component of the supports available to teachers in first and second 
level schools for a range of whole school and curricular processes which form the broad-based 
mental health and well-being provision. Such training is provided and funded from within my 
own Department (SPHE including R.S.A & P.E., in Child Protection, Guidance Planning, Anti 
–Bullying, resilience and behavioural support), from other governmental agencies  (e.g. Health 
Promoting Schools, suicide prevention) and from individual school engagement with a variety 
of outside mental health organisations or bodies.

My Department’s Teacher Education Section expended in 2014 some €1.68m directly on 
teacher training for mental health related initiatives/processes.  Additionally my Department’s 
NEPS service estimates that it expended a further €0.72m in the same period based, in the main, 
on staff time input supporting teachers in NEPS continuum, the Wellbeing Guidelines, Critical 
Incident management and on behavioural or anxiety reduction programmes such as Incredible 
Years and Friends for Life.  I can inform the Deputy that expenditure in the previous two year 
was broadly in line with this expenditure and that it is envisaged that this years’ investment will 
be of the same order if not exceed it in support of the application of the wellbeing guidelines 
and structures in schools.  The above costs do not include training provided to teachers by other 
governmental agencies or funded from schools discretionary funds.

I can assure the Deputy of my Department’s and Government’s commitment to these crucial 
processes in our schools and of the adequacy of ongoing support mechanisms in place in this 
regard.

03/03/2015WRY01150School Patronage

03/03/2015WRY01200472. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the process 
and timeframe for establishing a school in Greystones, County Wicklow, in September 2015, 
including details of patronage and location; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[8888/15]

03/03/2015WRY01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The first step in the estab-
lishment of the school in question is the determination of a patron to operate the school.  This 
process, which is overseen by the New Schools Establishment Group, has commenced.

The closing date for the receipt of applications from Patrons and prospective Patrons is the 
20th March 2015.  I will announce the outcome of this process as soon as the application pro-
cess is complete.

In the meantime, my Department is working to secure temporary start-up accommodation 
for the school.   

My Department is also working with the local authority with a view to acquiring a site for 
permanent accommodation for the school.  There are commercial sensitivities associated with 
land acquisitions generally and I am not in a position to provide further details at this time.

03/03/2015WRY01350Redundancy Payments
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03/03/2015WRY01400473. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the posi-
tion regarding redundancy payments for an external school supervisor (details supplied) in 
County Donegal, who was made redundant as a result of teachers taking on student supervision 
responsibilities following on from the Haddington Road agreement; if her Department will 
provide funding to the school in order to facilitate full payment of redundancy; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [8889/15]

03/03/2015WRY01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I can confirm that an ap-
plication for redundancy has been received by my Department relating to the person referred to 
by the Deputy.  Further information is required in relation to the application and officials from 
my Department are in contact with the Principal of the Royal and Prior College regarding same.  
Once the relevant information is received, the application will be processed by my Department.

03/03/2015WRY01550Pension Provisions

03/03/2015WRY01600474. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the 
full teaching service records of visiting teachers, who are fully qualified teachers and registered 
with the Teaching Council as such, will be maintained for pension purposes through her Depart-
ment and public sector contributory pensions, as heretofore; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [8892/15]

03/03/2015WRY01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I have recently announced 
the establishment of a new Inclusion support Service within the National Council for Special 
Education (NCSE).  The new service will include the Special Education Support Service, the 
National Behavioural Support Service and the Visiting Teacher Service. 

Work has now commenced on issues arising from this decision.  If individual members of 
the services have concerns about such matters they should in the first instance bring them to the 
attention of their current management.

With regard to pension the position is that the NSCE is part of the civil service and NCSE 
staff are members of the relevant civil service pension scheme.

The record of pension service of teachers paid through my Department’s payroll is held in 
my Department.  Transfer of pensionable service is governed by the Public Service Transfer 
Network which enables an employee who transfers from one participating public sector em-
ployer to another to choose to transfer the earlier service and so be given the pension credit by 
the new employer, in accordance with relevant legislation.

03/03/2015WRY01750Special Educational Needs Staffing

03/03/2015WRY01800475. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person 
(details supplied) in County Donegal will be allowed job-share a special needs assistant posi-
tion, based on the person working 15 hours per week and the person’s colleague working 17 
hours per week; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8898/15]

03/03/2015WRY01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The position is that the 
provisions of the Job Sharing Scheme for Special Needs Assistants in Recognised Primary and 
Post-Primary Schools are outlined in my Department’s Circular Letter 41/2014.

In accordance with the Circular, Special Needs Assistants may apply to share a wholetime 
post on a 50:50 basis i.e. 16 hours per week in both Primary and Post Primary Schools.
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The terms of the scheme were agreed with the School Management Bodies and the relevant 
Trade Unions and have general application to all Special Needs Assistants.

03/03/2015WRY01950School Accommodation

03/03/2015WRY02000476. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if approv-
al for schools to build additional classrooms to cater for planned increases in teacher numbers in 
September 2015 has been notified to schools, and, if not, when her Department plans on doing 
so; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8928/15]

03/03/2015WRY02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that it is open to schools to submit applications for funding under my Department’s  Additional 
Accommodation Scheme to meet an immediate accommodation requirement because of in-
creased enrolments and where an additional teacher is being appointed.  The relevant applica-
tion form concerned may be accessed on my Department’s website at www.education.ie.

Details of approved applications are notified directly to schools and may be viewed also on 
my Department’s website at www.education.ie which is updated regularly throughout the year.

03/03/2015WRY02150Teacher Redeployment

03/03/2015WRY02200477. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans 
to allow permanent teachers to make a permanent teacher exchange move, pending approval 
by the board of management of both schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[8929/15]

03/03/2015WRY02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The teacher exchange 
scheme provides a facility for primary teachers to voluntarily exchange with a teacher in an-
other school.  The minimum period for which an exchange may occur is one year and the maxi-
mum is five years.

The exchange scheme was agreed under the auspices of the Teacher’s Conciliation Council, 
a body established in accordance with the terms of the Conciliation and Arbitration Scheme for 
Teachers.  The Council is comprised of representatives of teachers, school management, the 
Department of Education and Skills and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, 
chaired by an official of the Labour Relations Commission.  Any changes to the exchange 
scheme are therefore a matter for consideration in the first instance at the Teachers’ Conciliation 
Council.

03/03/2015WRY02350Teacher Redeployment

03/03/2015WRY02400478. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans 
to allow teachers on the temporary teacher exchange programme to count their years on teacher 
exchange towards panel rights, in the same way as temporary teachers count their years towards 
panel rights; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8930/15]

03/03/2015WRY02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The teacher exchange 
scheme is designed to facilitate permanent primary teachers to temporarily exchange their posts 
for educational purposes.  The minimum period for which an exchange may occur is one year 
and the maximum is five years.  A teacher’s seniority in his/her own school shall not be affected 
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by participating in a teacher exchange scheme.

The core function of the redeployment arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of all 
surplus permanent and CID holding teachers to other schools that have vacancies.  The rede-
ployment of all surplus permanent teachers is key to my Department’s ability to manage within 
its payroll budget and ceiling on teacher numbers.  Thereafter, schools are required under the 
panel arrangements to fill permanent vacancies from supplementary panels comprised of eli-
gible fixed-term (temporary/substitute) and part-time teachers.

The redeployment arrangements are published annually in the staffing circular which is 
placed on the Department website.  The redeployment arrangements for the 2015/16 school 
year are set out in Circular 0005/2015 which is available on the website.  Redeployment panels 
are drawn up on a diocesan basis for Catholic panels, diocesan/united diocesan basis for Church 
of Ireland panels and on a national basis for other patron bodies.  The detail relating to numbers 
on individual redeployment panels is placed on the Department website when the panels are 
published each year.  My Department updates the progress of the panels on the website on a 
regular basis.

Given that the permanent teachers participating in the teacher exchange scheme do so for a 
minimum period of one school year and are not surplus teachers in a school such teachers do 
not come within the redeployment arrangements.

03/03/2015WRY02550Primary Online Database

03/03/2015WRY02600479. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will reconsider 
the requirements for collection and transfer of personal data under the pupil online database; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8931/15]

03/03/2015WRY02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The primary purpose of the 
Primary Online Database (POD) will be to monitor the education progress of primary pupils 
(in DES aided schools), throughout the primary system and onwards to post primary level and 
to help them develop their full educational potential.  Once up and running other secondary 
purposes of POD will include becoming the basis for the allocation of teachers and capitation 
grants.  Aggregated POD data will also be used for the production and publication of primary 
level statistics.

The Department has consulted with the Data Protection Commissioner in relation to the 
collection of individual pupil information for the Primary Online Database.  They have stated 
that PPSN can now be collected by schools with the purpose being it is a requirement of the 
Primary Online Database.  Having the PPSN on the database will help ensure that there are no 
duplicate records in the system, i.e., that two schools do not have the same child on their roll.  
In the future we will be able to track pupils from early childhood education, to primary school 
and onto post-primary, which will allow us to ensure that every child in the State of compulsory 
school age is in education.

Individualised databases are now in place covering pre-primary, post-primary, PLC and 
third level education.  The lack of individualised information on primary school pupils presents 
a very significant data gap for monitoring the progress of learners throughout the education 
system.

The legal basis for sharing the pupil data between schools and the Department is as laid 
out in Section 28 of the Education Welfare Act, which provides for the sharing of data for the 
purposes outlined in the act.
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The Department takes the protection of pupil’s data very seriously.  The Primary Online 
Database may only be accessed through password-controlled accounts.  POD application roles 
have been developed which limit school staff to viewing and maintaining their own pupil re-
cords.  Only the school that the pupil attends and a small number of Department staff will have 
access to an account.

The Department has received a number of comments and queries on certain aspects of POD 
including the retention period for POD data.  The Department is taking this feedback very seri-
ously and is currently considering the submissions received by parents and other stakeholders.  
Once this evaluation is complete the Department will issue an updated circular on POD.

03/03/2015WRY02750Third Level Staff

03/03/2015WRY02800480. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Education and Skills the level of funding 
needed to reduce the current teacher-student ratio in the Irish university sector, from 1:23 to 
1:20; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8942/15]

03/03/2015WRY02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The 2014 edition of the 
OECD’s annual publication Education at a Glance reports that the ratio of academic staff to 
students in Irish higher education institutions is 1:19.  The OECD average is 1:14 and the EU21 
average is 1:16. This ratio, which was at the OECD average in 2008, has increased in recent 
years as a result of increasing student numbers and restrictions on staffing imposed under the 
Employment Control Framework.

While the staff - student ratio is a widely used proxy for performance of higher education 
institutions and systems, it is important to note that it is only a proxy.  It does not reflect class 
size, and it does not take account of student contact hours and wider engagement which makes 
international comparisons difficult.  However, the deterioration in the ratio and the resultant 
pressure this was placing on the higher education system was one of a number of factors which 
led to the establishment of the Expert Group on Future Funding for Higher Education.  This 
Group is examining the long term funding sustainability of the sector and will report to me by 
the end of this year.

Finally, in relation to the Deputy’s specific question, there isn’t a linear correlation between 
the student - staff ratio and the level of funding in the sector.  However, I have been advised 
by the HEA that to bring the ratio in the university sector to 1:20 would require an additional 
730 academic posts.  The additional salary cost is dependent on grade and could range from 
an estimated €23 million to €44 million based on starting salaries for assistant lecturer, college 
lecturer and senior lecture.  The following spreadsheet gives a breakdown of this calculation. 

University grades Additional Staff  Estimated Starting 
Salary

Cost

Asst Lecturer 730 €32,000 €23,360,000
College Lecturer 730 €45,000 €32,850,000
Senior Lecturer 730 €60,000 €43,800,000

03/03/2015WRY02950School Staffing

03/03/2015WRY03000481. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in which 
the staffing levels in national schools (details supplied) in County Donegal will be affected by 
the recent changes announced by her Department; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
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ter. [8945/15]

03/03/2015WRY03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The staffing arrangements 
for primary schools for the 2015/16 school year were published last week.  They are set out in 
Department Circular 0005/2015 which is available on my Department’s website at www.edu-
cation.gov.ie.  The circular sets out the improvements to the staffing schedule for the 2015/16 
school year for small schools.  These improvements are improved retention thresholds for the 
2nd, 3rd and 4th classroom teacher and also the improved appointment and retention thresholds 
for isolated one-teacher schools.  An appeals process is also available to small schools. Details 
of the appeals criteria are set out in the published staffing arrangements.

The final number of schools to benefit from these improvements to the staffing schedule will 
be known in the Autumn after the teacher allocation process has fully transacted.

03/03/2015WRY03150School Accommodation

03/03/2015WRY03200482. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will provide an 
update on the status of a school (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [8950/15]

03/03/2015WRY03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department is currently engaged in drawing up suitable lease arrangements in relation 
to the site for the school in question.  Once these arrangements have been finalised, my Depart-
ment will be in a position to consider further the accommodation issues of the school, referred 
to by the Deputy.

03/03/2015WRZ00150Ombudsman for Children Remit

03/03/2015WRZ00200483. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will consider ap-
pointing an ombudsman for education.  [8961/15]

03/03/2015WRZ00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): For the Deputy’s informa-
tion, the Ombudsman for Children has responsibility for the investigation of complaints relating 
to children, whether in relation to the administrative actions of the Department, or of schools 
and other institutions in the education sector.  The Office of the Ombudsman has a related re-
sponsibility for the investigation of complaints in respect of adults in the education sector.

The Ombudsman (Amendment Act) 2012 was signed into law on 31 October 2012.  Both 
the Ombudsman and the Ombudsman for Children had their remit extended to cover approxi-
mately 180 additional entities.  These entities, known as reviewable agencies, included a num-
ber of education sector bodies such as the universities, the National Council for Special Educa-
tion (NCSE) and the Teaching Council.

03/03/2015WRZ00350Minor Works Scheme Expenditure

03/03/2015WRZ00400484. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills in the 
context of the minor works grant for national schools, the reason for the variance in the rate for 
special needs pupils in special needs schools and that for similar pupils in mainstream schools.  
[8965/15]
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03/03/2015WRZ00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Minor Works Grant 
2014/2015 issued to all primary schools in December 2014.  Schools received a basic grant of 
€5,500 plus €18.50 per mainstream pupil and €74 per special needs pupil on the rolls on the 
30th September 2013.

The €74 rate applies to special needs pupils attending a special school and to special needs 
pupils attending a special class attached to a mainstream school.

03/03/2015WRZ00550School Accommodation

03/03/2015WRZ00600485. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consideration is 
being given to a submission from a post-primary school (details supplied) in County Cork; if a 
departmental inspector has visited the school to see the quality of its current classroom accom-
modation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8980/15]

03/03/2015WRZ00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The school, to which the 
Deputy refers, has made an application to my Department for large scale capital funding for 
an extension and refurbishment of its existing building.  The current status of all applications, 
including for the school in question, may be viewed on my Department’s website at www.edu-
cation.ie.

As the Deputy will be aware, the school’s request must be considered in the context of the 
financial constraints imposed by the need, as outlined in my Department’s Five Year Capital 
Investment programme, to prioritise available funding for the provision of essential school ac-
commodation to meet demographic demand.  My Department’s Five Year Construction Plan 
outlines the major school projects that are scheduled to commence construction over the dura-
tion of the Plan.  As it is not possible to indicate when a project for the school, in question, can 
be progressed, a technical inspection is not been prioritised for the school concerned.

In the interim, my Department approved funding in March 2014 to the school in question 
to provide a one classroom ASD Unit.  It is understood that the project has not yet commenced 
on site.

My Department also considers applications on an ongoing basis from individual schools for 
funding to meet an immediate accommodation requirement because of increased enrolments 
and where an additional teacher is being appointed.

03/03/2015WRZ00750School Accommodation

03/03/2015WRZ00800486. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will provide 
a list of the schools in County Galway using prefabricated units; the number of prefabricated 
units per school; the number of prefabricated units that have been replaced, by school; her plans 
to alleviate the problems with prefabricated units; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [8984/15]

03/03/2015WRZ00850Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Details of primary and post 
primary schools in Co. Galway that have rented prefab accommodation, together with the num-
ber of rented units, are contained in the following table.  Please note that a prefab unit may con-
sist of one or more classrooms and/or ancillary accommodation.  Schools whose major projects 
are being progressed under my Department’s 5-Year capital programme and schools included 
in the Prefab Replacement Initiatives are highlighted on the attached document.
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13 schools in Co. Galway were invited to participate in my Department’s Prefab Replace-
ment Initiatives with an allocation of €2.9m.  To date 7 school authorities have successfully 
completed their projects, 1 school authority has withdrawn and the remainder are expected on 
site shortly.  The total amount of grant aid issued to date is in excess of €1.3m.  Details of all 
schools included in the Prefab Replacement Initiatives is available on my Department’s web-
site.

My Department’s over-riding objective is to ensure that every child has access to a physical 
school place and that our school system is in a position to cope with increasing pupil numbers.  
To ensure that this is achieved, the delivery of major school projects to meet significant de-
mographic demands nationally will be the main focus for capital investment in schools in the 
coming years.

 Prefab rental in Primary & Post primary schools in Co Galway - February 2015

Roll No. School Name County Desc. of rental Number of 
units per 
school 

*04506F Oranmore BNS Galway Pre-fab 4
**05754G SN Chreachmhaoil Galway Pre-fab 4
09833W Lettergesh NS Galway Pre-fab 1
12954F Scoil Bhride Galway Pre-fab 1
13208V Convent Primary School Galway Pre-fab 2
13365O Scoil Mhuire Galway Pre-fab 6
**16071M Scoil Chroi Naofa Galway Pre-fab 1
*16293H Kilrickle NS Galway Pre-fab 1
17444H Carrabane NS Galway Pre-fab 1
*17613E Scoil Chaitriona Naofa Galway Pre-fab 2
17655U SN Caladh na Muc Galway Pre-fab 1
**17668G Scoil na bhForbacha Galway Pre-fab 1
*17782E Scoil Bhride Galway Pre-fab 5
17789S Kiltartan NS Galway Pre-fab 1
**18089S Scoil Mhuire an Gharran Galway Pre-fab 1
18112K Scoil Eanna Galway Pre-fab 3
*19965W Scoil Mhuire Galway Pre-fab 2
**19994G GS Mhic Amhlaigh Galway Pre-fab 5
**19998O GS De hIde Galway Pre-fab 13
**20000L Galway Educate Together Galway Pre-fab 2
20070J Rosedale School Galway Pre-fab 8
**20123E Gaelscoil Riabhach Galway Pre-fab 4
**20211B Claregalway ETNS Galway Pre-fab 2
**20237T Gaelscoil Riada Galway Pre-fab 9
20280U Newtown National School Galway Pre-fab 1
20326S Kilcolgan Educate Together Galway Pre-fab 4
**62870G Presentation College Galway Pre-fab 10
**71270G Athenry Vocational School Galway Pre-fab 1
**71330V Colaiste na Coirbe Galway Pre-fab 3
71390Q Archbishop McHale College Galway Pre-fab 1
**76102K Colaiste na Eachreidh Galway Pre-fab 1
* Included in Prefab Replacement Programme

** Included in 5 Year Programme.
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03/03/2015WRZ00925State Examinations

03/03/2015WRZ01000487. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason no ac-
tual certificates were issued by her Department for those sitting junior and leaving certificate 
examinations; and if the fee paid to sit both examinations includes the cost of the certificates.  
[8993/15]

03/03/2015WRZ01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations.

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

03/03/2015WRZ01150Schools Building Projects Status

03/03/2015WRZ01200488. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if funding will be 
provided in respect of a school (details supplied) for additional works - following approval for 
one mainstream classroom - as these works are required to improve the school building; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [9003/15]

03/03/2015WRZ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the school in question was granted approval in February 2014 for a mainstream classroom with 
en-suite facilities to replace a prefab unit.

The school concerned has since sought further capital funding to provide additional works.  
My Department has been in further contact with the school authorities seeking necessary clari-
fications regarding the proposed building works and costs.

These clarifications have been received and my Department will be in direct contact with 
the school authority in the matter very shortly.

03/03/2015WRZ01350Student Grant Scheme Appeals

03/03/2015WRZ01400489. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will provide 
an update on the Student Universal Support Ireland, SUSI, application appeal in respect of a 
person (details supplied) in County Longford; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[9008/15]

03/03/2015WRZ01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As part of a comprehensive 
customer service and communications strategy provided by Student Universal Support Ireland 
(SUSI), to ensure that all necessary avenues are open to applicants to receive the information 
they need, a dedicated email and phone line service is provided by SUSI for Oireachtas mem-
bers.  This was established to meet an identified need for applicants who choose to engage the 
assistance of their public representatives in making enquiries about their grant applications.

This service compliments the established channels provided by SUSI which include online 
application tracking, a dedicated website, a telephone helpdesk, email and social media, includ-
ing Facebook and Twitter.

Enquiries may be emailed direct to SUSI at oireachtas@susi.ie. SUSI is responding to email 
queries within a matter of days.
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03/03/2015WRZ01550Public Sector Staff Retirements

03/03/2015WRZ01600490. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views on 
extending the retirement period in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath 
who is in exceptional circumstances; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9009/15]

03/03/2015WRZ01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In accordance with the Su-
perannuation scheme a Special Needs Assistant (SNA) who is not “a new entrant” under the 
terms of the Public Service Superannuation (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2004, must retire at 
the end of the school year in which he/she reaches age 65.

The abolition of the compulsory retirement age under the Public Service Superannuation 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2004 applies to new entrants only.  The retirement provisions 
which apply to public servants (including SNAs) who are not new entrants are not affected by 
the Act and there are no proposals to remove the compulsory retirement age in the case of such 
staff.

As the person referred to by the Deputy is not a new entrant and will reach age 65 during the 
current school year they must retire at the end of the 2014/2015 school year.

03/03/2015WRZ01750Special Educational Needs Service Provision

03/03/2015WRZ01800491. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
allocate five hours learning support in respect of a school (details supplied) in County Donegal; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9029/15]

03/03/2015WRZ01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Since September 2012 the 
combined resources available for learning support (GAM/General Allocation Model at Pri-
mary) and language support (EAL) have been merged into a single simplified allocation pro-
cess.  A school’s GAM/EAL allocation for the 2015/16 school year is based on its mainstream 
classroom posts for the 2014/15 school year.  The staffing arrangements for primary schools 
for the 2015/16 school year were published last week.  They are set out in Department Circular 
0005/2015 which is available on my Department’s website at www.education.gov.ie.

Schools can check their GAM/EAL allocation in Appendix C of Circular 0005/2015.

03/03/2015WRZ01950Special Educational Needs Service Provision

03/03/2015WRZ02000492. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if extra re-
source teaching hours might be made available in respect of a school (details supplied) in 
County Kildare to meet the requirements of a child who has special educational needs; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [9061/15]

03/03/2015WRZ02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): All primary schools have 
been allocated additional teaching resources to provide for children with special educational or 
learning support needs through general allocation processes.

Additionally, the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) allocates additional re-
source teaching hours to schools for children who have been assessed within the low incidence, 
or more complex, category of special need, as defined by my Department’s Circular Sp Ed 
02/05.  The NCSE operates within my Department’s established criteria for the allocation of 
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Special Education supports and the staffing resources available to my Department.

The Deputy will be aware that I announced recently that I am not proposing to change the 
way teachers are allocated to schools for children with Special Educational Needs for the com-
ing school year.

As such, primary schools will continue to have an allocation of additional learning sup-
port for children with high incidence special educational needs through the General Allocation 
Model.  In respect of children with low incidence special educational needs, schools have been 
asked to apply to the NCSE for Resource Teaching support for the 2015/16 school year by 18th 
March, 2015.

Schools should provide support for pupils with newly diagnosed conditions from within 
their overall resource teaching and learning support allocations, pending completion of the 
2015/16 allocation process.  It is a matter for schools to monitor and utilise their allocation of 
additional teaching support to best support the needs of identified pupils, in accordance with 
my Department’s guidance.

All schools have the names and contact details of their local SENO.  Parents may also 
contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the 
contact details available on www.ncse.ie.

  Question No. 493 answered with Question No. 466.

03/03/2015WRZ02250Schools Establishment

03/03/2015WRZ02300494. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the patron-
age process in place for a school (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and the timeframe for 
this process. [9131/15]

03/03/2015WRZ02400506. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a site 
will be purchased for a school (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if this school will be 
housed at a temporary location in the interim. [9236/15]

03/03/2015WRZ02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 494 and 506 together.

The first step in the establishment of the school in question is the determination of a patron 
to operate the school.  This process, which is overseen by the New Schools Establishment 
Group, has commenced.

The closing date for the receipt of applications from Patrons and prospective Patrons is the 
20th March 2015.  I will announce the outcome of this process as soon as the application pro-
cess is complete.

In the meantime, my Department is working to secure temporary start-up accommodation 
for the school.

My Department is also working with the local authority with a view to acquiring a site for 
permanent accommodation for the school.  There are commercial sensitivities associated with 
land acquisitions generally and I am not in a position to provide further details at this time.

03/03/2015WRZ02550Schools Building Projects Status
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03/03/2015WRZ02600495. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a school 
(details supplied) in County Dublin will be relocating to a new school building in Balbriggan, 
County Dublin; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [9132/15]

03/03/2015WRZ02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The project to which the 
Deputy refers is currently at tender stage.  Subject to no issues arising, it is anticipated that the 
project will proceed to construction shortly.  It is expected that the new school will be ready for 
occupation for the 2016/17 school year.

03/03/2015WRZ02750Special Educational Needs Expenditure

03/03/2015WRZ02800496. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to re-
verse cuts to supports for children with special educational needs; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9150/15]

03/03/2015WRZ02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I have recently advised the 
Deputy that there has been no overall reduction to the level of investment being provided to 
support children with special educational needs in our schools.

On the contrary, the number of SNA and Resource Teaching posts being allocated to support 
children with special educational needs has increased in recent years to reflect demographic 
growth and increased demand in this area.

Some €1.37 billion will be spent in support of children with Special Educational Needs this 
year, which represents approximately 15% of my Department’s budget.

This will provide for an additional 365 Special Needs Assistant posts and 480 resource 
teaching posts in 2015 to support children with special educational needs in schools, bringing 
the total number of SNAs available for allocation in 2015 to 11,330 posts and the total number 
of resource teaching posts to 6,705.

Over 11,000 resource and learning support teaching posts are now available.  This is the 
highest level of SNA and resource teaching allocations that we have ever had, and will ensure 
that children with special educational needs can continue to participate in education and be sup-
ported in a manner appropriate to their needs.

Investment in education has been a priority for this Government and we have been reso-
lutely committed to protecting, and in some instances increasing, the level of investment be-
ing made to support children with special educational needs at a time when there has been a 
requirement to make expenditure reductions across a range of areas.  It is an area of spending 
which has been prioritised above most other areas by this Government, despite the enormous 
pressures on all areas of public spending.

03/03/2015WRZ02950Special Educational Needs Service Provision

03/03/2015WRZ03000497. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will re-
view the decision to assign school resource hours to children, by disorder, which discriminates 
against some children with Down syndrome; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[9151/15]

03/03/2015WRZ03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the existing alloca-
tion system, all pupils with Down syndrome, including pupils with mild general learning dif-
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ficulties, are entitled to receive additional teaching support.

Support is provided from a school’s General Allocation Model (GAM) hours, or from an 
allocation of additional resource teacher hours allocated to schools by the NCSE.

In the current school year my Department has allocated approximately 4950 learning sup-
port/resource teachers through general allocation, while the NCSE has allocated over 6200 
resource teachers.

I am aware that some parents, and Down syndrome representative organisations, have con-
cerns that the existing system does not give them certainty as to the support that their children 
will receive under the GAM, as these hours are distributed locally by schools.

I recently met with Down Syndrome Ireland, and some parents of children with Down syn-
drome to discuss their concerns in this regard.

I will consider and review the issues which have been raised and will keep the House in-
formed of my developing views on this matter.

03/03/2015WRZ03150Early Childhood Care Education

03/03/2015WRZ03200498. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views 
that preschool educators, such as Montessori teachers, should have income support from the 
State during school holiday times, as is the case for primary and post-primary teachers; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [9152/15]

03/03/2015WRZ03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Most, if not all Montessori 
trained practitioners are employed in private preschool education services or are self-employed 
and unlike primary and post-primary teachers, their terms and conditions of employment are 
not set by the State.  Whether the State is investing in early childhood care and education 
services to achieve optimum outcomes for children is currently being considered by an inter-
Departmental group established by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.  My depart-
ment is participating in this group which is expected to report back by the Summer identifying 
and costing options for Future Investment in Early Years and School Age Care and Education 
Services.  How early years practitioners are remunerated is very much a factor in looking at 
future investment options.

03/03/2015WRAA00150Preschool Services

03/03/2015WRAA00200499. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views 
that Ireland’s current investment in preschool education and care, at 0.2% of gross domestic 
product, is sufficient; the level it should be at; the steps that are being taken to achieve same; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9153/15]

03/03/2015WRAA00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I, like other Cabinet mem-
bers, would like to be in a position to increase our investment  in pre-school education and care 
to be in line  with the OECD average but this is very much dependent on resource availability.  
Whether we are achieving optimum outcomes for children with our current level of invest-
ment is being analysed by an inter-Departmental group set up by my colleague the Minister for 
Children and Youth Affairs.  My Department is represented on this group which will examine 
options for investment in early childhood care and education for 0-6 year old children and after 
school care for the older child.  The inter-Departmental group is expected to report back by the 
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Summer.

03/03/2015WRAA00350School Curriculum

03/03/2015WRAA00400500. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way a 
person (details supplied) in County Wexford may apply for an exemption from Irish in second-
ary school. [9154/15]

03/03/2015WRAA00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In primary and post-prima-
ry schools recognised by my Department the study of Irish is compulsory however, there are 
certain limited circumstances whereby an exemption from the study of Irish may be granted.   
In this regard my Department’s Circular M10/94 for pupils attending post-primary schools 
outlines the circumstances whereby an exemption from the study of Irish may be granted.  Un-
der the terms of this Circular delegated authority to grant exemptions, within the conditions 
laid down, is vested in the school management authorities of recognised post-primary schools.  
Where a school has a query on how the Circular should be applied in respect of any particular 
application they may seek the advice of my Department’s Inspectorate.   In respect of the case 
referred to by the Deputy the parents of the child should make a written application for an ex-
emption to their child’s school.  If the application is being sought on the grounds of a specific 
learning disability the application should be supported with a psychologist’s report carried out 
by a qualified psychologist not more than two years prior to the application for an exemption.

03/03/2015WRAA00550Teaching Contracts

03/03/2015WRAA00600501. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide an update on the implementation of the recommendations in the expert group report on 
the level of fixed-term and part-time employment in teaching; the way she will allow fixed-term 
teachers to acquire permanent positions more easily and quickly and enable part-time teachers 
to gain additional hours; if she will outline provision for extended redeployment arrangements 
in the event of mismatch between teacher qualifications and the curricular needs of schools; the 
date on which each of the seven recommendations will be implemented; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [9173/15]

03/03/2015WRAA00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The report of the Expert 
Group on Fixed-Term and Part-Time Employment in Primary and Second Level Education in 
Ireland was published in September 2014.  At the time of publication I gave a commitment to 
implement the report with effect from September 2015.  Officials in my Department have pre-
pared a draft circular and circulated it to the education partners for their views and comments.  
These comments are currently receiving consideration and it is expected that the circular de-
tailing the arrangements and procedures for the implementation of the recommendations of the 
report will issue to the Managerial Authorities of recognised schools shortly.

03/03/2015WRAA00750Departmental Legal Costs

03/03/2015WRAA00800502. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her Department, 
or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of her Department, use solicitors’ firms (details sup-
plied); the amount paid to these solicitors, each year from 2011 to 2014 by her Department, or 
State bodies or agencies under the aegis of her Department; the date until which her Depart-
ment, or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of her Department, are contracted to use these 
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solicitors firms; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9192/15]

03/03/2015WRAA00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Data extracted from re-
cords within my Department indicate that a sum of €45,154 was paid to one of the two parties 
to which the Deputy refers during the period 2011 to 2014. The works for which the party was 
engaged have ceased.

03/03/2015WRAA00950School Enrolments Data

03/03/2015WRAA01000503. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
students currently attending second level education aged 18 years and over. [9225/15]

03/03/2015WRAA01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The most recent year for 
which my Department has finalised enrolment figures at Post Primary level is 2013/2014 as 
the data for the current school year, 2014/2015 is currently being finalised.   The number of 18 
year old pupils enrolled in the Post Primary sector as at 30th September 2013 was 12,899 and 
by 30th June 2014, that figure has risen to 41,820. In other words, almost 29,000 pupils turned 
18 in the course of that school year. The Deputy is advised that these enrolment figures exclude 
those students who were enrolled in Post Leaving Certificate (PLC), Repeat Leaving Certificate 
or those enrolled on the Core VTOS programme.

03/03/2015WRAA01150Special Educational Needs Staffing

03/03/2015WRAA01200504. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding special education needs organisers (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [9233/15]

03/03/2015WRAA01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers 
(SENOs), is responsible for the provision of a range of educational services at local and na-
tional level for students with special educational needs.   There are currently 80 SENO positions 
within NCSE including 70 SENOs who are managed over 9 regions by 9 Senior SENOs and 1 
Senior SENO Manager. The overall number of 80 SENO positions has remained constant since 
2013. There are no plans to reduce the number of SENO positions. 

SENO responsibility includes planning and co-ordinating the provision of education and 
support services to children with special educational needs. Each SENO works in an assigned 
regional area with parents, schools, teachers, psychologists, health professionals and other staff 
who are involved in the provision of services in that region for children with special educa-
tional needs.  In dealing with parents of children with special educational needs, SENOs are 
responsible for keeping parents informed of what resourcing decisions are being made on their 
child’s behalf. In recognition that parents/guardians are the key stakeholders with regard to the 
child, SENOs are committed to forging good relationships with parents and parent groups. The 
SENO is available to parents to discuss any issues they have and to offer support and expertise. 
SENOs are also available to give presentations to groups of parents, advocacy groups and other 
interested parties.

03/03/2015WRAA01350Proposed Legislation

03/03/2015WRAA01400505. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the date on 
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which she will publish the education (admission to schools) Bill 2015. [9235/15]

03/03/2015WRAA01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Bill is currently at an 
advanced stage of drafting and is on the Government legislative programme for publication 
early in the Spring/Summer session.

  Question No. 506 answered with Question No. 494.

03/03/2015WRAA01650Special Educational Needs Service Provision

03/03/2015WRAA01700507. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if Down’s 
syndrome has been added to the list of disabilities for which individual resource teaching hours 
is automatically provided; if she will provide an update on the roll-out of this scheme, which was 
committed to one year ago; the amount her Department has spent in legal challenges brought by 
parents seeking such resource hours prior to the policy change, and the number of these cases; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9248/15]

03/03/2015WRAA01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that under the existing allocation system, all pupils with Down syndrome, including pupils with 
mild general learning difficulties, are entitled to receive additional teaching support.  Support 
is provided from a school’s General Allocation Model (GAM) hours, or from an allocation of 
additional resource teacher hours allocated to schools by the NCSE.  In the current school year 
my Department has allocated approximately 4950 learning support/resource teachers through 
general allocation, while the NCSE has allocated over 6200 resource teachers.  I am aware that 
some parents, and Down syndrome representative organisations, have concerns that the existing 
system does not give them certainty as to the support that their children will receive under the 
GAM, as these hours are distributed locally by schools.  I recently met with Down Syndrome 
Ireland, and some parents of children with Down syndrome to discuss their concerns in this 
regard.  I will consider and review the issues which have been raised and will keep the House 
informed of my developing views on this matter.  As the legal proceedings referred to by the 
Deputy are currently ongoing, it would not be appropriate for me to comment on the details of 
these cases. As the cases are ongoing, no rulings have been made to date regarding costings.   
With regard to the legal costs incurred by the State’s legal team in defending proceedings in-
stigated against my Department, such costs are generally charged to the Chief State Solicitor’s 
Office (CSSO) Vote as sanctioned by the Attorney General.

03/03/2015WRAA01850Schools Amalgamation

03/03/2015WRAA01900508. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills in view of the 
development of new second level schools and the programme of school amalgamation that is 
happening across the country, if she will explain the current position in relation to such schools 
securing delivering equality of opportunity in schools status, where the profile of the student 
cohort clearly meets the requirements of the status; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [9258/15]

03/03/2015WRAA02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Given the current economic 
climate and the target to reduce public expenditure, prioritising and maintaining resources for 
children at risk of educational disadvantage is a significant challenge. The current priority for 
my Department is to maintain existing supports for schools catering for the most concentrated 
levels of educational disadvantage. This means that there is no capacity for the present for ad-
ditionality to the DEIS programme.
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An overall report on the learning from the implementation of DEIS is currently being pre-
pared by the Economic and Social Research Institute. This report will incorporate information 
contained in the findings from the DEIS research and evaluations conducted by the Educational 
Research Centre and the Department’s inspectorate to date. It will also review other Irish and 
international related research on educational disadvantage. The report will assess the main find-
ings of the evaluations and provide advice to inform future policy direction on educational 
disadvantage, including DEIS. This report is currently being finalised and I expect to receive it 
shortly.

Accordingly, for the present, my focus and that of my Department is on taking the learning 
from DEIS and applying it to future policy making. This will ensure that future policy direction 
to tackle educational disadvantage will be evidence-based and grounded in the solid body of 
experience provided by the DEIS programme.

03/03/2015WRAA02050Schools Designation

03/03/2015WRAA02100509. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a review has tak-
en place regarding the issue of delivering equality of opportunity in schools status to a school 
(details supplied) in County Mayo; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9260/15]

03/03/2015WRAA02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the Deputy may be 
aware, an extensive identification process to select schools for inclusion in DEIS was con-
ducted in 2005. In spite of reminders, a completed survey form was not received at that time 
from the school referred to by the Deputy and therefore it could not be assessed for participation 
in DEIS.  Further, an appeal mechanism was put in place in 2006 to address the concerns of 
schools which did not qualify for inclusion in DEIS but regarded themselves as having a level 
of disadvantage which was of a scale sufficient to warrant their inclusion in the programme. The 
school referred to by the Deputy did not participate in the appeal process.

Many representations have been made to my Department and to my predecessors, by and on 
behalf of this school, seeking its inclusion in DEIS. These representations were unsuccessful.  
It should be noted that none of the existing schools in the country, which were unsuccessful in 
the initial identification and subsequent review processes, were ever admitted into the DEIS 
programme.

03/03/2015WRAA02250Schools Building Projects Status

03/03/2015WRAA02300510. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding 
available to make necessary improvements to a school (details supplied) in County Louth; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [9263/15]

03/03/2015WRAA02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department will make direct contact with the school in question relating to the matters 
outlined in the details supplied.

03/03/2015WRAA02450Pupil-Teacher Ratio

03/03/2015WRAA02500511. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent 
to which she expects class sizes to improve in the course of the next 12 months at primary and 
secondary level; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9293/15]
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03/03/2015WRAA02600512. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent 
to which she expects to be in position to assist in the reduction of class sizes, with particular 
reference to locations affected by demographics and currently having higher than national aver-
age class sizes, such as areas in County Kildare and adjoining counties; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [9294/15]

03/03/2015WRAA02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 511 and 512 together. 

My focus in Budget 2015 was on obtaining the additional funding that was necessary to 
provide for demographic growth. The last Budget included an increase in spending on educa-
tion for the first time in recent years, amounting to additional funding of €60m during 2015.   
This funding will be used to provide 1,700 additional teachers and SNAs for our schools, as 
well as to fund prioritised reforms, such as implementation of the literacy and numeracy strat-
egy, reform of junior cycle, and the introduction of education focussed pre-school inspections.   
The improvements in the Primary Staffing Schedule for small schools which I announced last 
week are the only changes that I will be making to the staffing arrangements for schools for the 
2015/16 school year.   The challenge for all schools is to ensure that they utilise their allocated 
resources to best effect to maximise teaching and learning outcomes. 

The Government’s approach to restoring the economy has helped Ireland to return to a po-
sition where we are seeing economic growth. It is a continuing improvement in our economic 
growth over a sustained period that will enable us to move to a point where we can look again at 
providing for additional teacher resources in schools which could bring about further improve-
ment in PTR, class size and support for classroom teachers.

03/03/2015WRAA02750State Examinations Reviews

03/03/2015WRAA02800513. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which she has managed to achieve a resolution in respect of issues associated with junior cer-
tificate reform; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9295/15]

03/03/2015WRAA02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The full text of Dr Travers’ 
proposal document is available on my Department’s website. Both sides were asked to confirm 
whether they accepted or rejected this as a basis for agreement.   While the proposal put forward 
by Dr Travers requires significant further compromise on my part, I indicated to Dr Travers that 
I am prepared to accept it as a basis for agreement. In doing so I acknowledged his considerable 
effort at achieving a fair and reasonable compromise since being nominated for the role of in-
dependent chair by the two unions.   Under the proposal, teachers are no longer asked to assess 
their own students for the purpose of State certification. This is a very significant measure in 
addressing a previous core union concern.   In not suspending their industrial action, the unions 
have rejected the Travers proposal. I deeply regret that decision. The effect of their ongoing 
action is to seek to prevent teachers from participating in Continuing Professional Develop-
ment that is available to give them the knowledge and support they need to do their jobs. I also 
regret that the Unions have taken this decision without balloting their wider members on what 
is a substantially new proposal.  No one group can be allowed to exercise a veto on educational 
reform.   I intend to proceed with implementation of Junior Cycle reform, based on the Travers’ 
proposal and I will be working with the wider education partners in doing so. I remain open to 
the unions revising their decision.

03/03/2015WRAA02950Special Educational Needs Expenditure
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03/03/2015WRAA03000514. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which she continues to be in a position to maintain adequate mainstream classes, at primary and 
secondary level, to meet the needs of children with autism, Asperger’s, attention deficit disorder 
and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder; if adequate special needs teachers or special needs 
assistants remain available or require augmentation; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [9296/15]

03/03/2015WRAA03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Deputy will be aware 
that this Government is committed to ensuring that all children with Special Educational Needs, 
including those with autism, asperger’s, ADD or ADHD, can have access to an education appro-
priate to their needs, preferably in school settings through the primary and post primary school 
network.  Many pupils with special educational needs will be able to attend a local mainstream 
school, whereas for pupils who have needs which require more specialist interventions, special 
class and special school placements are provided for.  As part of Budget 2015, I announced 
that an additional 365 Special Needs Assistant posts are being provided in 2015, as well as an 
additional 480 Resource Teachers, to take into account increased demand and demographic 
growth and to ensure that children can continue to have access to additional supports in school. 
In addition, over 130 new Special Classes have been established for the 2014/15 school year.  
This is the highest number of Special Classes and Resource Teaching and SNA support that 
we have ever had. These increases, building on increases which have already been provided in 
recent years, will ensure that children with special educational needs can continue to participate 
in education and be supported in a manner appropriate to their needs.  Investment in education 
has been a priority for this Government and we have been resolutely committed to protecting, 
and in some instances increasing, the level of investment being made to support children with 
special educational needs at a time when there has been a requirement to make expenditure re-
ductions across a range of areas. It is an area of spending which has been prioritised above most 
other areas by this Government, despite the enormous pressures on all areas of public spending.

03/03/2015WRBB00200Schools Building Projects Status

03/03/2015WRBB00300515. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which she has received submissions from the authorities at a school (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; the extent of the extra facilities sought; if she expects to be in a position to meet such 
requirements at an early date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9297/15]

03/03/2015WRBB00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the school to which he refers has applied to my Department for large scale capital funding 
for the replacement of a school gymnasium with a new facility.  As the Deputy will be aware, 
the school’s request must be considered in the context of the financial constraints imposed by 
the need, as outlined in my Department’s Five Year Capital investment programme, to priori-
tise available funding for the provision of essential school classroom accommodation to meet 
demographic demand.  In this context, it is not possible to indicate at this point when a building 
project for the school in question will be progressed.  The current status of all schools on the 
school building programme may be viewed on my Department’s website at www.education.ie.

03/03/2015WRBB00500School Enrolments

03/03/2015WRBB00600516. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which she continues to monitor issues arising from difficulties experienced by parents in ob-
taining school places at primary and secondary level; the extent to which this issue has arisen 
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over previous years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9298/15]

03/03/2015WRBB00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): It is the responsibility of 
the managerial authorities of all schools to implement an enrolment policy in accordance with 
the Education Act, 1998.  The enrolment policy must be non-discriminatory and must be ap-
plied fairly in respect of all applicants.  This Department’s main responsibility is to ensure that 
schools in an area can, between them, cater for all pupils seeking school places in the area. 
Parents can choose which school to apply to and where the school has places available the pupil 
should be admitted. However, in schools where there are more applicants than places avail-
able a selection process may be necessary.  This selection process and the enrolment policy on 
which it is based must be non-discriminatory and must be applied fairly in respect of all appli-
cants. However, this may result in some pupils not obtaining a place in the school of their first 
choice.  Section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 provides for an appeal by a parent or guardian 
to the Secretary General of my Department, or in the case of an Educational Training Board 
(ETB) school to the ETB in the first instance, where a Board of Management of a school, or a 
person acting on behalf of the Board, refuses to enrol a student in a school, expels a student or 
suspends a student for 20 or more days in any school year.  The Educational Welfare Service of 
the Child and Family Agency (EWS) is the statutory agency which can assist parents who are 
experiencing difficulty in securing a school place for their child. The EWS can be contacted 
at 01-8738700.  For school planning purposes the country is divided into geographic districts 
known as feeder areas each with several primary schools feeding into a post-primary centre 
with one or more post-primary schools. These defined districts facilitate the orderly planning 
of school provision and accommodation needs.  It is open to schools to submit applications for 
funding under the Additional Accommodation Scheme to meet an immediate accommodation 
requirement because of increased enrolments and where an additional teacher is being appoint-
ed.  The Deputy will be aware that Government gave approval in March last year for drafting 
the Education (Admission to Schools) Bill 2014.  The Bill is currently at an advanced stage of 
drafting and is on the Government legislative programme for publication early in the Spring/
Summer session.  The objective of the Admissions to School Bill is to provide an over-arching 
framework to ensure that how schools decide on who is enrolled and who is refused a place in 
schools is more structured, fair and transparent.  The framework proposes new powers for the 
National Council for Special Education (NCSE) and the Child and Family Agency to designate 
a school place for those children who cannot get any school place.

03/03/2015WRBB00800School Accommodation

03/03/2015WRBB00900517. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total 
number of children at primary and second level currently accommodated in prefabricated or 
other forms of temporary buildings; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9299/15]

03/03/2015WRBB01000521. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent 
to which she expects to be in a position to replace any remaining temporary classrooms with 
permanent structures, in respect of primary and secondary level schools throughout County 
Kildare, notwithstanding the progress to date in this regard; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [9303/15]

03/03/2015WRBB01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 517 and 521 together.

  My Department’s over-riding objective is to ensure that every child has access to a physical 
school place and that our school system is in a position to cope with increasing pupil numbers.  
To ensure that this is achieved, the delivery of major school projects to meet significant demo-
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graphic demands nationally will be the main focus for capital investment in schools in the com-
ing years.  However, even despite the enormous financial challenges which have been faced in 
recent years, two iterations of the Prefab Replacement Scheme were funded by my predecessor.  
Under the Prefab Replacement Initiative 2012 and 2013 approval was given to 217 schools (209 
primary and 8 post-primary) to replace 614 prefab units with permanent accommodation.  In 
excess of €57 million has been allocated to these initiatives.  In addition to the prefab replace-
ment initiatives as part of my Department’s large scale school building programme, prefab 
accommodation continues to be replaced with permanent structures on an on-going basis.  My 
Department does not hold information on the numbers of pupils in individual schools who cur-
rently occupy temporary accommodation; this depends on the organisation of class groups by 
schools within available accommodation and may vary from year to year.

03/03/2015WRBB01200Gaelscoileanna Issues

03/03/2015WRBB01300518. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
in respect of the provision of a gaelcholáiste in north Kildare, the requirement for which has 
been set out by local support groups; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9300/15]

03/03/2015WRBB01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department is currently 
examining the extent and location of additional post-primary places that will be needed on a 
nationwide basis from 2017 onwards.  This will include an examination of the north Kildare 
area.  A submission recently received from An Foras Patrúntáchta in relation to all-Irish provi-
sion in north Kildare will be taken into consideration as part of this examination.   In the mean-
time, my Department has clearly indicated that it is open to the idea of the establishment of an 
independent Gaelchólásite for the north Kildare area.  My Department has already committed 
to consider this if sufficient and viable demand for education through the medium of Irish in the 
Aonad in Maynooth is demonstrated over a four-year cycle.

03/03/2015WRBB01500Bullying in Schools

03/03/2015WRBB01600519. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of incidents of school bullying reported, or identified, in the past 12 months; the extent to which 
a reduction has been achieved in comparison with the previous 12 month period; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [9301/15]

03/03/2015WRBB01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): There is no requirement 
on schools to report bullying incidents to my Department.   The Deputy will be aware that my 
Department published new anti-bullying procedures for all primary and post primary schools 
at the beginning of the 2013/14 school year.  These procedures are designed to give direction 
and guidance to school authorities and school personnel in preventing and tackling school-
based bullying behaviour amongst its pupils.  All Boards of Management are required to adopt 
and implement an anti-bullying policy that fully complies with the requirements of the proce-
dures.  A template anti-bullying policy which must be used by all schools for this purpose is 
included in the procedures.   The procedures outline key principles of best practice for both 
preventing and tackling bullying and require all schools to commit to these principles in their 
anti-bullying policy.  In particular, they emphasise that a cornerstone in the prevention of bul-
lying is a positive school culture.  In that regard, the procedures set out the need for schools to 
encourage and strengthen open dialogue between all school staff and pupils and to ensure that 
they provide appropriate opportunities for pupils to raise their concerns in an environment that 
is comfortable for the pupil.   The procedures also recognise the importance of good supervi-
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sion and monitoring systems to prevent bullying and facilitate early intervention.  The school’s 
anti-bullying policy must explicitly confirm that appropriate supervision and monitoring poli-
cies and practices are in place to both prevent and deal with bullying behaviour.   In relation 
to reporting bullying behaviour, the procedures make clear that a pupil or parent may bring a 
bullying concern to any teacher in the school and individual teachers must take appropriate 
measures regarding reports of bullying behaviour in accordance with the school’s anti-bullying 
policy.  The procedures require that all reports, including anonymous reports of bullying must 
be investigated and dealt with and that it should be made clear to all pupils that when they report 
incidents of bullying they are not considered to be telling tales but are behaving responsibly.   
The procedures include specific requirements in relation to the consistent investigation, follow 
up and recording of bullying behaviour amongst pupils.  There is a requirement in the proce-
dures for the school Principal to report regularly to the Board of Management in relation to the 
overall number of bullying cases and provide confirmation that they are being dealt with in ac-
cordance with the anti-bullying procedures.   The Board is also required, under the procedures, 
to undertake an annual review of the school’s anti-bullying policy and its implementation by the 
school.  Written confirmation that the review has been completed must be made available to the 
Parents’ Association and published on the school website.   Arising from commitments made in 
the Action Plan on Bullying, my Department’s Inspectorate is placing a stronger focus on the 
actions schools take to create a positive school culture and to prevent and tackle bullying.  For 
example, parent and student questionnaires issued as part of whole school evaluations, include, 
since January 2014, additional questions to get a clearer picture of how the school deals with 
bullying.  Furthermore, the Inspectorate’s plan for 2015 provides for collaborative research to 
be conducted in a sample of primary and post-primary on how schools provide for pupils’ well-
being.  This will culminate in a research report which will highlight best practice.

03/03/2015WRBB01800National Educational Psychological Service Remit

03/03/2015WRBB01900520. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the degree to 
which child psychiatric services have been called upon at primary and secondary level schools, 
annually, over the past six years; the extent to which the services are adequate to meet demand; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9302/15]

03/03/2015WRBB02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I can inform the Deputy that 
my department has provided guidelines to post-primary, and more recently to primary schools, 
offering practical assistance and advice on the development of structures to promote positive 
mental health in schools and in assisting pupils with mental health difficulties.   The guidelines 
advise that in the event of pupils presenting with mental health difficulties which are above 
and beyond the school’s capacity and ability to support, school authorities should identify and 
access the referral pathways for the various primary and secondary healthcare services in their 
particular area.  My Department’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) is avail-
able to advise schools on the matter.   Referrals should, of course, be undertaken with Parental 
or Guardian consent and collaboration, except in an exceptional situation where there may be 
child protection issues.   In normal circumstances referral to Clinical Psychology Services and 
to the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) is made through the student’s 
GP although they are sometimes actioned by other healthcare/educational professionals and 
in some situations by direct contact between schools authorities and CAMHS staff.  Detail of 
these referrals, are held at individual school level and my Department does not gather the par-
ticulars and extent thereof.  Perhaps the Deputy might direct this enquiry in this regard to the 
appropriate HSE service.

  Question No. 521 answered with Question No. 517.
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03/03/2015WRBB02200School Management

03/03/2015WRBB02300522. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
facilitate a meeting between the various primary school authorities in Kilcock, County Kildare, 
including the patron, with a view to resolving any difficulties that have arisen; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [9304/15]

03/03/2015WRBB02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department recently met the Patron’s representative relating to the matters in question.  
It is my Department’s intention to liaise further with the Patron’s office in the coming days.

03/03/2015WRBB02500School Accommodation

03/03/2015WRBB02600523. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which she has received requests for extra second level school accommodation at Clane, County 
Kildare; when she expects to be in a position to meet such requests; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9305/15]

03/03/2015WRBB02700525. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent 
to which she has received requests for extra second level school accommodation at Kilcock, 
County Kildare; when she expects to be in a position to meet such requests; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [9307/15]

03/03/2015WRBB02800526. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which she has received requests for extra secondary level school accommodation at Maynooth, 
County Kildare; when she expects to be in a position to meet such requests; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [9308/15]

03/03/2015WRBB02900527. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which she has received requests for extra secondary level school accommodation at Celbridge, 
County Kildare; when she expects to be in a position to meet such requests; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [9309/15]

03/03/2015WRBB03000528. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent 
to which she has received requests for extra secondary level school accommodation at Naas, 
County Kildare; when she expects to be in a position to meet such requests; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [9310/15]

03/03/2015WRBB03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 523 and 525 to 528, inclusive, together.

  The Deputy will be aware that my Department’s Five Year Construction Plan announced 
in March 2012, together with the schools announced in June 2013 under the Government’s 
“Investment in Infrastructure & Jobs” package and the schools included in the 2015 construc-
tion programme, details the major school projects, including those for County Kildare, that 
will commence construction over the duration of my Department’s €2 billion capital invest-
ment programme (2012-2016).  The primary aim at the core of my Department’s construction 
programme is focussed on meeting demographic demands to ensure that every child will have 
access to a physical school place and that our school system is in a position to cope with in-
creasing pupil numbers.   In addition, my Department considers applications on an ongoing 
basis from individual schools for funding to meet an immediate accommodation requirement 
because of increased enrolments and where an additional teacher is being appointed.  My De-
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partment continuously analyses demographic trends and enrolments in all areas to ensure that 
any additional accommodation needs are addressed in a timely manner.   The current status of 
all projects on the school building programme may be viewed on my Department’s website at 
www.education.ie and this is updated regularly throughout the year.

03/03/2015WRBB03200Special Educational Needs Service Provision

03/03/2015WRBB03300524. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent 
to which she expects to be in a position to ensure adequate places in secondary level school 
throughout County Kildare for children with autism, Asperger’s or special needs, having par-
ticular regard to those in respect of which she has received requests in this context; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [9306/15]

03/03/2015WRBB03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Deputy will be aware 
that this Government is committed to ensuring that all children with Special Educational Needs, 
including those with autism, can have access to an education appropriate to their needs, prefer-
ably in school settings through the primary and post primary school network.   Such placements 
facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw from a range of ap-
propriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional teachers, with the 
support of special needs assistants and the appropriate school curriculum.   Young people with 
autism transitioning from primary school placements have a number of alternative options in-
cluding mainstream placement in post primary school with support, placement in a special class 
in a mainstream school or placement in a special class in a special school.  The Deputy will 
also be aware that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through 
its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), for allocating resource 
teachers and special needs assistants to schools to support students with Special Educational 
Needs including Autism.  It is also the role of the NCSE to make appropriate arrangements to 
establish special classes in schools in various geographical areas as required.  SENOs engage 
with schools annually in order to plan for, and to open, new special classes each year in order to 
ensure there are sufficient special class placements available at primary and post primary school 
level to meet demand in a given area.

Questions Nos. 525 to 528, inclusive, taken with Question No. 523.

03/03/2015WRBB03600Grant Aid

03/03/2015WRBB03700529. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a project (details 
supplied) qualified for the Per Cent for Art scheme; when the application was made; the nature 
of the project and the cost involved; when the payment was made; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9342/15]

03/03/2015WRBB03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The project referred to by 
the Deputy was completed in 2009.  However, my Department has no record of ever receiving 
an application for the grant.

03/03/2015WRBB03900Teaching Qualifications

03/03/2015WRBB04000530. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consideration will 
be given to extending the time required to be spent in the Gaeltacht improving language skills, 
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as part of teacher training; and if the financial support scheme could be re-introduced for such 
an important component of the training programme. [9352/15]

03/03/2015WRBB04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the Teaching Council 
Act, 2001, the Teaching Council is the body with statutory regulatory authority to review and 
accredit initial teacher education programmes.  As such, it is the Teaching Council, and not the 
Minister, which sets out the programme criteria.  With regard to implementation, the Council 
established a Gaeltacht Placement Working Group and published a report in May 2012 which, 
among other things, provided for the placement duration to be extended to two blocks of two 
weeks.   The decision to abolish the Gaeltacht Placement grants, from September 2012 was not 
taken lightly, and has to be viewed in the context of the prevailing requirement to reduce costs 
and achieve efficiencies where possible.  Priority was given to protecting resources for front 
line education services as far as possible in the coming years, which is especially challenging 
with rising numbers of school-going children.   For the reasons outlined above, I am not in a 
position to reinstate funding to this area.

03/03/2015WRCC00200Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

03/03/2015WRCC00300531. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will recon-
sider the rules regarding the distance from a third level college for students to receive a higher 
level of maintenance grant, in view of the fact that many persons in the Portlaoise and County 
Laois area are receiving a lower grant as a result of the change in distance from Saint Patrick’s 
College, Carlow, and Carlow Institute of Technology, whereas others, who are just a short dis-
tance further away, are receiving a higher grant; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[9361/15]

03/03/2015WRCC00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The decision on eligibility 
for a student grant, and the rate applicable, is a matter for the grant awarding authority.

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, or 
that the rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to 
the awarding authority. Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing 
by an awarding authority and remains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted cor-
rectly in his/her case, an appeal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant 
to the independent Student Grants Appeals Board.

The current qualifying distance for the higher non-adjacent rate of student grant, at 45km, 
takes into account a reasonable radius within which students may commute on a daily basis. 
There are no plans at present to revise the distance criteria.

03/03/2015WRCC00500Child Protection

03/03/2015WRCC00600532. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will sup-
port a matter (details supplied) regarding sexual abuse; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [9367/15]

03/03/2015WRCC00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The information supplied 
by the Deputy appears to relate to how the State authorities and a school employer dealt with a 
child protection case in the 1990s and the lessons to be learnt re same. 

At the outset, I wish to make clear that my Department has no role in assessing or investi-
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gating child protection concerns. Its role is to refer any allegations it receives to the appropriate 
authorities and to do so without making judgement on same.

If the Deputy, or any other person, has a child protection concern regarding a school it 
should be reported to the Child and Family Agency. If any allegation is referred to my Depart-
ment, it will be reported to the Child and Family Agency in accordance with the requirements 
of Children First. At the same time, my Department makes the allegation known to the school 
authority concerned as employer of the subject of an allegation.

I wish to set out below the current arrangements for dealing with child protection concerns 
and also outline some improvements that are being made to the State’s national child protection 
architecture. 

Procedures for schools on the implementation of Children First in the school setting were 
updated and published in September 2011. This was done following the revisions in July 2011 
to the national Children First guidelines. The forthcoming Children First legislation will put as-
pects of this national guidance on a statutory footing. Under the updated procedures all schools 
must have a child protection policy that adheres to certain key principles of best practise in 
child protection and welfare.  The updated procedures also incorporate significant improve-
ments to the previous school guidelines and are intended to better ensure consistent and uniform 
implementation of Children First across all schools. The improvements include a new template 
child protection policy, a requirement that all primary schools fully implement the Stay Safe 
programme and also put in place improved oversight arrangements at Board of Management 
level. 

The additional oversight arrangements involve the following:

- Specific reporting requirements by the School Principal to the Board of Management.

- Standardised format for an annual review by the Board of Management of the implementa-
tion of its child protection policy.

- Standard method for schools to report annually to parents associations (or parents gener-
ally) in relation to their implementation of child protection procedures.

- Confirmation of compliance with child protection procedures to be provided, if requested, 
to the School Patron and/or the Department.

Where child protection concerns relate to a school employee, the procedures provide, inter 
alia, that:

- the employer shall maintain regular and close liaison with the HSE (now TUSLA) or An 
Garda Síochána and a decision on the position of the school employee shall be taken having due 
regard to the advice given to the employer by these authorities,

- legal advice should always be sought  and,

- the Board should also be aware of and comply with employment legislation and any other 
relevant employee relations policies such as agreed grievance and disciplinary procedures.

  In addition, any allegation of a child protection nature received by staff in my Department 
is dealt with in accordance with the Department’s Procedures for responding to Child Protec-
tion Concerns brought to the attention of staff employed by the Department of Education and 
Skills. Under these procedures the Department does not make any judgment on the concerns 
brought to its attention and ensures that the details of the concern reported to the Department 
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are passed on to the relevant investigatory authorities (the Child and Family Agency and/or An 
Garda Síochána) and the relevant school authority is notified of same.

Further improvements to the State’s national child protection architecture are being put in 
place with the forthcoming statutory vetting arrangements.  The forthcoming statutory vetting 
arrangements will set out the requirements for vetting of new employees and for the retrospec-
tive vetting of existing employees. The statutory vetting arrangements include a check for rel-
evant “soft information” which is an important new aspect of the vetting arrangements. “Soft 
information” is referred to as “specified information” in the National Vetting Bureau Act 2012 
and is information other than criminal convictions held by the Garda Síochána where such 
information leads to a bona fide belief that a person poses a threat to children or vulnerable 
persons.

The Teaching Council (Amendment) Bill 2015 will dovetail with the forthcoming statutory 
vetting arrangements by:

 (a) Linking compliance with the statutory vetting arrangements with renewal of registra-
tion;

 (b) Strengthening the Fitness to Teach provisions so as to provide an appropriate mecha-
nism for assessing a teacher’s fitness to remain on the register if a vetting disclosure received in 
respect of a teacher indicates any potential risk of harm to a child.

This approach is based on the fact that removal of a teacher from the Teaching Council reg-
ister is the best way of achieving child protection across all schools.

It is intended that all registered teachers will be vetted under the statutory vetting arrange-
ments as soon as possible after the legislation is commenced.

03/03/2015WRCC00800Schools Review

03/03/2015WRCC00900533. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 801 of 14 January 2015, when she will publish the report on the configuration 
and development of post-primary schools in Limerick city, Croom and Pallaskenry, County 
Limerick, for the period 2014 to 2024; the reason for the delay in the report’s publication; when 
action will be taken on this report; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9384/15]

03/03/2015WRCC01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the Report concerned, which I will make available on receipt, is currently being finalised. 
Any delay, I understand, is due to more up to date school demographic information being in-
corporated into the Report.

As the Deputy may be aware, my Department is currently undertaking a nationwide demo-
graphic exercise to determine where additional post-primary school accommodation might be 
needed from 2017 onwards. In that context, the Report concerned will assist in identifying the 
educational accommodation needed to cater for increased demand.

03/03/2015WRCC01100Special Educational Needs Staffing

03/03/2015WRCC01200534. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her Depart-
ment has examined the cost of ensuring that schools do not lose any special educational needs 
resources by introducing a rule whereby under any reforms of the National Council for Special 
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Education schools do not receive a reduction to any already allocated resources under the new 
rules, in order to ensure that schools that have used resources appropriately and effectively in 
the past are not unintentionally penalised under the new rules; the cost of introducing this rule; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9392/15]

03/03/2015WRCC01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I recently announced that I 
am not proposing to change the way teachers are allocated to schools to support children with 
Special Educational Needs for the coming school year.

In taking this decision, I have been guided by the advice of the NCSE Working Group re-
port, which recommended sufficient time be allowed for consultation before the new model is 
implemented. 

Through consultations, there was a broad welcome for the proposed new model from Par-
ents, disability groups, schools and stakeholders. However, there has not been sufficient time to 
address all of the concerns which have been raised in advance of the 2015 school year.

In particular, a robust mechanism for identifying children with complex special educational 
needs has yet to be finalised.

Similarly it will be important to ensure that the concerns that successful schools continue 
to receive appropriate levels of support to ensure that their successes can be maintained are ad-
dressed.

Work will continue to develop the proposed model and to address concerns identified 
through consultation.

I have asked my Department to design a pilot of the new model, while consultations will 
also continue to take place regarding this matter.

As changes are not being introduced to the allocation process for the coming school year, it 
is not possible to anticipate at this point the potential cost implications of introducing changes, 
or of the potential cost implications of adjusting the allocations process in the future.

03/03/2015WRCC01400Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

03/03/2015WRCC01500535. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will change 
the rules in relation to the situation whereby a person in a part-time job may receive a third level 
maintenance grant but a one-parent family person with a child over seven years of age whose 
payment is classified as back to education allowance cannot receive a third level grant; the 
reason she is discriminating against one-parent families while persons on higher incomes can 
receive a third level grant; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9394/15]

03/03/2015WRCC01600536. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views on 
changing the rules for eligibility for third level maintenance grants, paid by Student Universal 
Support Ireland, whereby a person who had already commenced a course is now informed that, 
because that person’s child is over seven years of age, the person is no longer entitled to the 
one-parent family payment, and therefore must go on the back-to-education allowance, which 
means the person cannot get a maintenance grant; if she will review this matter for persons who 
commenced courses, as persons had a legitimate expectation that there would not be a change 
during the course of their study; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9395/15]

03/03/2015WRCC01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
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Nos. 535 and 536 together.

Following a Budget 2010 decision, all new applicants in receipt of the Back to Education 
Allowance (BTEA), and the VTOS allowances for those pursuing PLC courses, are no longer 
eligible for maintenance support under the student grant scheme. However, students who qual-
ify for the BTEA may be considered for support for the student contribution under the student 
grant scheme provided they satisfy the conditions of the relevant Student Grant Scheme and 
Student Support Regulations including those relating to residence, nationality, approved course, 
previous academic attainment and means.

As the Deputy will be aware, reform of the eligibility rules governing the One Parent Family 
Payment, in particular the reduction of the age of the youngest child for receipt of such payment 
to seven years of age, is a matter for the Department of Social Protection.  My officials are liais-
ing with their counterparts in the Department of Social Protection to identify implications for 
transitioning recipients of the One Parent Family Payment and the eligibility requirements of 
my Department’s Student Grant Scheme.

03/03/2015WRCC01800Community Care

03/03/2015WRCC01900537. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if the Migraine Association of Ireland will be funded by the SSNO; if 
a decision has been made on their appeal; when this will issue; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [8732/15]

03/03/2015WRCC02000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): The funding Scheme to Support National Organisations 
(SSNO) in the community and voluntary sector aims to provide multi-annual funding to na-
tional organisations towards core costs associated with the provision of services. Applications 
for a new round of funding, which commenced on 1 July 2014, were subject to an appraisal 
process. 55 applications were approved for funding for the two-year period from 1 July 2014 to 
30 June 2016. The Migraine Association of Ireland was not successful on this occasion. 

Pobal were asked to undertake the appraisal and management of the scheme and, in that 
context, put in place a dedicated team to deal with any inquiries from applicants and to provide 
detailed feedback. Furthermore, an appeals process was put in place, on foot of which Pobal 
submitted a report, which is currently being considered. 

On 18 July 2014, it was announced that bridging funding of €1.4million would be allocated 
for a twelve month period to a number of previously funded health, disability and other organi-
sations that were not approved for funding under the new scheme, pending the carrying out of 
a review of the public funding of national organisations in the health and disability sector. This 
bridging funding in 2014/2015 will enable organisations to plan for their future, whether with 
or without State support, such as that provided under the SSNO. 

The Migraine Association of Ireland was allocated €29,014 for the twelve month period to 
30 June 2015.

The review process is underway and is being advanced in consultation with the Department 
of Health. The Health Service Executive and Pobal are also participating in the review. All or-
ganisations in receipt of bridging funding have been contacted to make submissions as part of 
the review process. I intend to complete and publish the outcome of the review over the coming 
months.
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03/03/2015WRCC02100Housing Adaptation Grant

03/03/2015WRCC02200538. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if funding support is available to adapt houses to meet the urgent medical 
needs in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 17; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [8743/15]

03/03/2015WRCC02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department provides funding to local authorities for various social housing supports, 
including for adaptations and extensions to the social housing stock to meet the needs of local 
authority tenants with a disability or to address serious overcrowding.  Funding provided by 
my Department meets 90% of the cost of the works, with each local authority providing the 
remaining 10%.

My Department is currently liaising with all local authorities in relation to requirements for 
2015. The administration of this funding locally is a matter for each local authority, including 
decisions in relation to the projects to be implemented.

03/03/2015WRCC02400Motor Tax Exemptions

03/03/2015WRCC02500539. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will indicate, arising from a query raised by a person (details supplied) 
in County Kildare in respect of a vehicle which they have taxed on the basis of being on the 
road for a year, but was subsequently off the road for a major portion of that year, if in such 
circumstances they can apply for a refund of the road tax for the period in question; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9059/15]

03/03/2015WRCC02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): A refund of motor tax may be granted by the licensing authority where the vehicle has been 
taxed, provided the licensing authority are satisfied that the vehicle is not being used due to 
certain limited circumstances. These include where the owner has ceased to use the vehicle be-
cause of illness, injury or other physical disability, where the vehicle is not being used because 
of service overseas with the Defence Forces, or where the vehicle is not being used as the owner 
of the vehicle is absent from the State for business or educational purposes.

However, in order to qualify for a refund, the annual value of the disc must exceed €119 
and there must be more than three months remaining on the disc at the time of the application 
for a refund.

03/03/2015WRCC02700Motor Tax Exemptions

03/03/2015WRCC02800540. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if persons who are in receipt of invalidity pension or illness benefit and previously 
purchased a commercial vehicle in a period when they availed of the exemption arrangements 
where persons on illness benefit or invalidity pension could get permission to work part-time 
for rehabilitative or therapeutic purposes and keep their full social welfare payment, should be 
entitled to tax the vehicle as a commercial vehicle when the exemption expired. [9231/15]

03/03/2015WRCC02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Motor tax is based on the construction and use of a vehicle. In order to qualify for the com-
mercial rate of vehicle tax, a vehicle must be constructed or adapted for use as a goods vehicle 
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and must be being used solely for the conveyance of goods in the course of trade or business.

03/03/2015WRCC03000Community Care

03/03/2015WRCC03100541. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if extension of funding for the 12 neurological charities will issue; if 
any other decision has been made; when this will be the case; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9380/15]

03/03/2015WRCC03200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): The funding Scheme to Support National Organisations 
(SSNO) in the community and voluntary sector aims to provide multi-annual funding to na-
tional organisations towards core costs associated with the provision of services. Applications 
for a new round of funding, which commenced on 1 July 2014, were subject to an appraisal 
process. 55 applications were approved for funding for the two-year period from 1 July 2014 to 
30 June 2016. The twelve neurological charities referred to by the Deputy were not successful 
on this occasion. 

Pobal were asked to undertake the appraisal and management of the scheme and, in that 
context, put in place a dedicated team to deal with any inquiries from applicants and to provide 
detailed feedback. Furthermore, an appeals process was put in place, on foot of which Pobal 
submitted a report, which is currently being considered. 

On 18 July 2014, it was announced that bridging funding of €1.4million would be allocated 
for a twelve month period to a number of previously funded health, disability and other organi-
sations that were not approved for funding under the new scheme, pending the carrying out of 
a review of the public funding of national organisations in the health and disability sector. This 
bridging funding in 2014/2015 will enable organisations to plan for their future, whether with 
or without State support, such as that provided under the SSNO.

The table outlines the bridging funding allocated to eleven of the neurological charities 
referred to for the period 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015. It should be noted that the twelfth neu-
rological charity referred to, Meningitis Research Foundation, was not funded under the previ-
ous round of SSNO funding and was not, therefore, included in the organisations for receipt of 
bridging funding.

The review process referred to above is underway and is being advanced in consultation 
with the Department of Health. The Health Service Executive and Pobal are also participating 
in the review. All organisations in receipt of bridging funding have been contacted to make 
submissions as part of the review process. I intend to complete and publish the outcome of the 
review over the coming months.   

Bridging Funding to Neurological Charities

Bridging Funding to Neurological Charities 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015 
Chronic Pain Ireland Limited 37,304.00 
Huntington’s Disease Association of Ireland 
Limited 

19,066.00 

Irish Heart Foundation 41,448.00 
Migraine Association of Ireland Ltd 29,014.00 
Motor Neuron Disease Association 24,868.00 
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Bridging Funding to Neurological Charities 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015 
Muscular Dystrophy Ireland 37,304.00 
Peter Bradley Foundation Limited 41,448.00 
Post Polio Support Group Limited 24,868.00 
The Alzheimer Society of Ireland 62,172.00 
The Multiple Sclerosis Society of Ireland 49,738.00 
The Neurological Alliance of Ireland 49,738.00 

03/03/2015WRCC03300Waste Management Regulations

03/03/2015WRCC03400542. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if the movement of farm yard manure, including paper based dung, is exempt 
from waste collection permits under current waste law. [8815/15]

03/03/2015WRCC03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Article 30(1)(g) of the Waste Management (Collection Permit) Regulations 2007, provides 
that the requirement to hold a waste collection permit shall not apply to “the collection and 
transport of animal by-products, other than catering waste”.  In this regard, “manure” is a Cat-
egory 2 animal by-product and is defined in Article 3(20) of the Animal By-products Regula-
tion ((EC) No. 1069/2009) as meaning “any excrement and/or urine of farmed animals other 
than farmed fish, with or without litter”.  Accordingly, the collection and transport of manure is 
exempted from the requirement to hold a waste collection permit, but is subject to the require-
ments of animal by-product legislation.

03/03/2015WRCC03600Irish Water Remit

03/03/2015WRCC03700543. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on the extra cost to the State due to the late transfer of water treat-
ment plants from the local authorities to Irish Water; the expected extra costs; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [8823/15]

03/03/2015WRCC03800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): On 14 January 2015, I signed an order under section 12 of the Water Services (No 2) Act 
2013. This order provided for the transfer to Irish Water of all underground water services assets 
previously vested in any local authority. Further orders for the transfer of assets are currently 
being drawn up and I expect to shortly sign an order for the transfer of some 250 treatments 
plants from local authorities to Irish Water. Considerable work is involved in preparing sup-
porting material for the transfer of over-ground assets from local authorities, to ensure that the 
order reflects the precise nature and boundary of the asset. The remaining orders required will 
be completed as soon as possible, subject to taking the time necessary to ensure the assets are 
accurately set out.  Since 1 January 2014 Irish Water is responsible for operating and maintain-
ing all water services assets and so it is Irish Water that is responsible for all such expenditure. 
Irish Water plans to invest over €400m in water infrastructure (excluding metering) in 2015.

03/03/2015WRCC03900Unfinished Housing Developments

03/03/2015WRCC04000544. Deputy Joe O’Reilly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if Cavan County Council has submitted an application to his Department regard-
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ing the release of funding and the taking-over of a housing estate, known as Lisgrey Gardens, at 
Bailieborough, County Cavan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8910/15]

03/03/2015WRCC04100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Budget 2014 contained a special provision in the form of a targeted €10m Special Resolu-
tion Fund (SRF) to assist in addressing the legacy of unfinished housing developments arising 
from the economic downturn. Cavan County Council did not apply for SRF funding in respect 
of Lisgrey Gardens, Bailieboro at that time. An application for SRF in respect of this develop-
ment was received from Cavan County Council in January 2015 which was too late for the 2014 
call for proposals. No further call for SRF applications is planned at this time.

In this regard, I understand that the Lisgrey Gardens development is still in the ownership 
of the developer who is still trading and responsible for the completion of the development. 
It is further understood that a development bond is in place in respect of the development. 
Responsibility for the resolution of unfinished housing developments ultimately rests with the 
developers, receivers and owners. It is a matter for local authorities, using development bonds 
and other securities, and working with the stakeholders, to identify funding and agree works to 
bring developments to a standard ready for taking in charge.

03/03/2015WRCC04200Homeless Accommodation Provision

03/03/2015WRCC04300545. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of families currently in emergency accommodation, that is, hotels or 
hostels; and the number that have been housed, since 4 December 2014. [8912/15]

03/03/2015WRCC04400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national 
framework of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in 
addressing homelessness at local level. Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of 
accommodation and related services for homeless persons rests with individual housing au-
thorities.

Data on homeless households in emergency accommodation are provided through the Path-
way Accommodation & Support System (PASS). Quarterly reports from lead housing authori-
ties are being published on my Department’s website as soon as these are available. In addition, 
lead housing authorities provide monthly reports on homelessness which identify the number of 
people utilising State-funded emergency accommodation on a regional and county basis. These 
monthly reports also provide details of the breakdown of the individuals and the numbers of 
families and dependents that are in emergency accommodation. Both the quarterly and monthly 
reports are available on my Department’s website at the following link: http://www.environ.ie/
en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/SpecialNeeds/HomelessPeople.

03/03/2015WRCC04500Homelessness Strategy

03/03/2015WRCC04600546. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of the vacant 655 units that were identified in the homelessness sum-
mit, held December 2014, that have been provided and made available. [8916/15]

03/03/2015WRCC04700547. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of Dublin City Council’s 657 vacant properties that were scheduled 
for demolition in the homelessness summit strategy, held in December 2014, that have been 
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refurbished; and if he will identify these properties. [8919/15]

03/03/2015WRCC04800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 546 and 547 together.

On 4 December 2014, I hosted a special Summit on Homelessness to reaffirm the Govern-
ment’s commitment to end involuntary long-term homelessness by the end of 2016. A number 
of actions arising from the Summit were considered at the meeting of the Cabinet Committee 
on Social Policy and Public Service Reform on 8 December and were then formalised into an 
Action Plan to Address Homelessness which was noted by the Government at its meeting on 
9 December 2014. A copy of this action plan is available on my Department’s website at the 
following link http://www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/SpecialNeeds/Home-
lessPeople/. 

Progress in implementing this plan is overseen by the Cabinet Committee on Social Policy 
and Public Service Reform. A progress report was considered by the Cabinet Committee at its 
meeting on 23 February and a copy of this report is available on my Department’s website at 
the above link.

03/03/2015WRDD00100Departmental Functions

03/03/2015WRDD00200548. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the role his Department will have in the forthcoming referendum on voting 
age in May 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3267/15]

03/03/2015WRDD00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Thirty-Fifth Amendment of the Constitution (Age of Eligibility for Election to the Of-
fice of President) Bill 2015 was published on 26 January 2015.  The Bill is to be debated in the 
Houses of the Oireachtas in the coming weeks.

Following the publication of the Bill, I established a Referendum Commission under section 
2 of the Referendum Act 1998 on 27 January 2015.  The role of the Commission is to explain 
the subject matter of the referendum to the electorate, to promote public awareness of the refer-
endum and to encourage the electorate to vote. 

Whenever a Constitution Amendment Bill is passed by both Houses of the Oireachtas, I am 
required under section 10 of the Referendum Act 1994 to make an order appointing polling day 
and at the same time appointing a Referendum Returning Officer under section 14 of the Ref-
erendum Act 1994.  I will make the polling day order and the appointment for the forthcoming 
referendums in due course.

03/03/2015WRDD00400Water Charges Administration

03/03/2015WRDD00500549. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he has made contact with the European Commission since its comments on 
water rates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4304/15]

03/03/2015WRDD00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I have not had any contact with the European Commission in relation to the Commission’s 
second Post Programme Review for Ireland which was published by the Commission earlier 
this year and which contained commentary on the reform of the water sector in Ireland.
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A key component of the strategy to establish Irish Water is that Irish Water will be classified 
as a Market Corporation under Eurostat rules and as a result, will not, other than in relation to 
Government operating subvention, be included in the calculation of the General Government 
Balance (GGB). 

The Central Statistics Office is responsible for engagement with Eurostat on such matters, 
and my Department has met with that office and is providing the necessary information to fa-
cilitate this work.  Early engagement with that office by my Department centred around under-
standing the rules by which a utility such as Irish Water would be considered as a market corpo-
ration.  Based on this understanding, the Government is confident that the underlying funding 
model for Irish Water supports increased investment in the water sector through an off-balance 
sheet classification of the utility while at the same time providing for water charges which are 
affordable, clear and certain.  The Government remains confident that Irish Water will pass the 
Market Corporation Test.  The decision is ultimately a matter for Eurostat.

03/03/2015WRDD00700NAMA Social Housing Provision

03/03/2015WRDD00800550. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of the 1,046 vacant properties under the National Asset Management 
Agency’s remit that have been brought into productive use in the Dublin City Council area to 
date. [8923/15]

03/03/2015WRDD00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department is working closely with NAMA, the Housing Agency, local authorities and 
approved housing bodies in relation to the delivery of social housing.  Information in relation to 
the delivery of NAMA sourced units, including a full breakdown by county, of units delivered 
on a quarterly basis, is available on the Housing Agency’s website at www.housing.ie/NAMA. 

Since the process began in December 2011 up to the end of December 2014, 1,068 NAMA-
sourced units have been delivered nationally through all delivery mechanisms.  A further 686 
properties transactions are under active consideration whereby either terms are agreed, negotia-
tion is on-going between the parties concerned or where a detailed appraisal (i.e. determining 
the most likely delivery mechanism) is being carried out. 

Up to the end of December 2014, in the Dublin City Council area, 813 housing units have 
been identified by NAMA as being potentially suitable for social housing.  Of these, 336 have 
been completed or contracted, demand has been confirmed by the Council for a further 409 
units and the remainder are either still under consideration or have been rejected as unsuitable 
by the Council. 

I am confident that significant social housing units will continue to be delivered through this 
process.

03/03/2015WRDD01000Homelessness Strategy

03/03/2015WRDD01100551. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of agencies dealing with homelessness; the number of persons 
employed by these agencies; and the amount of funding provided to these agencies by the State. 
[8926/15]

03/03/2015WRDD01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
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ly): Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of accommodation and related services 
for homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities.  My Department does not fund 
any service directly but provides funding to housing authorities towards the operational costs 
of such services.  Housing authorities will also provide funding from their own resources.  The 
purposes for which housing authorities may incur expenditure in addressing homelessness are 
prescribed in Section 10 of the Housing Act 1988.

In 2014 my Department provided a total of €49,205,774 in funding to housing authorities 
under Section 10.  A significant portion of the funding provided annually by my Department 
goes towards costs incurred by housing authorities in funding the provision of homeless ser-
vices by providers such as Focus Ireland, Simon Communities of Ireland, Peter McVerry Trust, 
Crosscare, DePaul Trust, Salvation Army, etc.  Service level agreements are in place between 
housing authorities and service providers in respect of homeless services funded by local au-
thorities under Section 10.  These service providers may also receive other funding through 
Government departments and agencies. 

As part of the Action Plan to Address Homelessness, which was formalised following the 
special summit on Homelessness convened by me on 4 December 2014, my Department will, 
later this year, commission an evaluation of the homelessness sector which will examine its 
structures, service delivery and coordination arrangements.  A copy of this action plan is avail-
able on my Department’s website at the following link http://www.environ.ie/en/Developm-
entHousing/Housing/SpecialNeeds/HomelessPeople/.

03/03/2015WRDD01300Homeless Persons Data

03/03/2015WRDD01400552. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of persons registered as homeless; and the number of persons 
sleeping rough. [8927/15]

03/03/2015WRDD01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national 
framework of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in 
addressing homelessness at local level.  Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of 
accommodation and related services for homeless persons rests with individual housing au-
thorities.

Data on homeless households in emergency accommodation is provided through the Path-
way Accommodation & Support System (PASS).  Quarterly reports from lead housing authori-
ties are being published on my Department’s website as soon as these are available.  In addition, 
lead housing authorities provide monthly reports on homelessness which identify the number 
of people utilising State-funded emergency accommodation on a regional and county basis.  
These monthly reports also provide details of the breakdown of the individuals and the num-
bers of families and dependents that are in emergency accommodation.  Both the quarterly and 
monthly reports are available on my Department’s website at the following link: http://www.
environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/SpecialNeeds/HomelessPeople/.

There is no official national data in relation to rough sleeping, however the issue is mon-
itored closely by housing authorities countywide but particularly in Dublin where a twice-
yearly rough sleeper count is conducted through the Dublin Region Homeless Executive using 
a consistent enumeration methodology. The latest Dublin Region rough sleeper county was 
conducted on the night of the 11 November 2014 and recorded 168 individuals sleeping rough 
across the region. Following the subsequent introduction of an additional 271 emergency bed-
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spaces in the Dublin Region, arising from the special Summit on Homelessness which I hosted 
in December 2014, the level of rough sleeping dropped significantly with the Dublin Regional 
Homeless Executive estimating that there are between 15 and 25 persons rough sleeping in the 
city centre environs nightly and an additional 7 persons rough sleeping in the outer urban and 
suburban areas. The next official Dublin Region rough sleeper count will be conducted in April. 
The problem of rough sleeping is limited outside of Dublin, with housing authorities in Cork, 
Galway, Limerick and Waterford reporting sufficient bed capacity on a nightly basis and that 
there is no one sleeping rough due to a lack of a bed.

03/03/2015WRDD01600Leader Programmes Applications

03/03/2015WRDD01700553. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding an application (details supplied) to the Mayo North 
East Leader Partnership; if it will be expedited due to the time taken to process the application; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8957/15]

03/03/2015WRDD01800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): My Department recently completed a review of the project 
referred to and has forwarded its findings to Mayo North East Leader Partnership.  I am advised 
that Mayo North East Leader Partnership will be in contact with the project in relation to its 
application in due course.

03/03/2015WRDD01900Leader Programmes Applications

03/03/2015WRDD02000554. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding an application to Mayo North East Leader Partner-
ship (details supplied); when a decision will issue; if it will be expedited due to the length of 
time since the application was made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8958/15]

03/03/2015WRDD02100555. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding an application to Mayo North East Leader Partner-
ship  by an organisation (details supplied); if it will be expedited due to the time taken to process 
it; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8975/15]

03/03/2015WRDD02200556. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the status of an application to Mayo North East Leader Partnership in re-
spect of a community centre (details supplied) in County Mayo; if it can be expedited due to the 
time taken to process the application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8989/15]

03/03/2015WRDD02300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 554 to 556, inclusive, to-
gether.

In line with agreed procedures, the applications referred to in the Questions have been sub-
mitted to my Department for review by Mayo North East Leader Partnership.  I expect that the 
reviews in question will be completed by my Department shortly.

03/03/2015WRDD02400Housing Assistance Payments Data

03/03/2015WRDD02500557. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
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and Local Government if he will provide an update on the progress of housing assistance pay-
ments in local authorities; if he will report on plans for the roll-out of housing assistance pay-
ments in each of the four Dublin local authorities; the numbers in receipt of such payments, 
so far, in South Dublin County Council; and if he will report on the plans to fully roll out this 
programme in 2015. [8990/15]

03/03/2015WRDD02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The implementation of the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme is a key Govern-
ment priority and a major pillar of the Social Housing Strategy 2020, which I published on 26 
November 2014.  The HAP scheme will bring all social housing supports provided by the State 
under the aegis of local authorities.  The scheme will remove a barrier to employment by al-
lowing recipients to remain in the scheme if they gain full-time employment.  HAP will also 
improve regulation of the rented accommodation being supported and provide certainty for 
landlords as regards their rental income.

Further to the enactment of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014 on 28 July 
2014, the first phase of the HAP statutory pilot commenced with effect from 15 September 2014 
in Limerick City and County Council, Waterford City and County Council and Cork County 
Council. HAP commenced in Louth, Kilkenny, South Dublin and Monaghan County Councils 
from 1 October 2014.  Subsequently, on 18 December 2014, Dublin City Council became part of 
the statutory HAP pilot, with a specific focus on accommodating homeless households.  Dublin 
City Council is implementing the HAP pilot for homeless households in the Dublin region on 
behalf of all four Dublin local authorities, including Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council. 

There are now 1,000 households being supported by HAP across the local authority areas 
taking part in the statutory pilot scheme; 57 of these households are within the administrative 
area of South Dublin County Council. 

During the legislation’s passage through the Oireachtas in July 2014 an undertaking was 
given that a report would be prepared for the relevant Oireachtas Committee, that would include 
a full review of the statutory pilot phase.  Data for this report is being gathered from pilot sites 
and the report will be submitted to the Oireachtas Committee on Environment, Culture and the 
Gaeltacht shortly.  Based on data gathered for the review, consideration is currently being given 
to the sequencing of local authorities to commence HAP on an incremental basis this year.

03/03/2015WRDD02700Seniors Alert Scheme

03/03/2015WRDD02800558. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the proposed changes to the seniors alert scheme; if these will remove some of 
the decision-making functions from local groups and their members who represent the elderly 
community at local level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9002/15]

03/03/2015WRDD02900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): My Department manages the Seniors Alert Scheme which 
encourages community support for vulnerable older people in our communities by providing 
grant assistance towards the purchase and installation of personal monitored alarms to enable 
older persons, of limited means, to continue to live securely in their homes with confidence, in-
dependence and peace of mind.  The scheme is administered by local community and voluntary 
groups with the support of my Department.

My Department undertook to consider new approaches to the Seniors Alert Scheme in 2014 
and arising from this, it was decided that the scheme be managed by Pobal, given that organisa-
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tion’s significant experience delivering programmes on behalf of Government. 

Pobal’s management and administrative services for the Scheme included an invitation to 
tender for the supply and installation of personal monitored alarms, which was publicly ad-
vertised on eTenders on 20 October 2014.  The tender process, which is being led by Pobal, is 
almost complete and following this a panel of regional suppliers will be contracted to provide 
the equipment within specific regional areas. 

Monitoring has always been the responsibility of the beneficiary and this is not changing.  
There are no implications for existing installations in respect of the Pobal tender competition; 
however, under the new arrangements, Pobal are also providing a facility for beneficiaries to 
choose from a panel of monitoring companies or to continue with their current monitoring com-
pany.  In this regard Pobal will also set up a panel of pre-qualified telecare service providers, 
who provide monitoring services and this was publicly advertised on eTenders on 6 November 
2014. 

Pobal will manage the Scheme on behalf of my Department and it is important to note that 
my Department will retain responsibility for the strategic policy direction of the Scheme.  It will 
also have an oversight role in relation to Pobal’s delivery of the Scheme, and will ensure that the 
valuable community support for elderly persons provided by the many hundreds of community 
and voluntary groups across the country will be maintained. 

This new approach will reduce the administrative burden for the many hundreds of com-
munity and voluntary groups registered under the Scheme, who provide an excellent service for 
the elderly.  It will enable the groups to concentrate on the main purpose of the Scheme, namely 
to support and interact with the elderly in the local community.  The new arrangements will 
also allow my Department to concentrate on developing and improving the Scheme.  This will 
enhance the outcome for both beneficiaries and community groups.

03/03/2015WRDD03000Planning Issues

03/03/2015WRDD03100559. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the responsibilities that exist for local authorities to ensure houses are built 
in full compliance with the planning permission granted; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9024/15]

03/03/2015WRDD03200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): The Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, 
places clear statutory obligations on planning authorities in relation to unauthorised develop-
ment.  Where a planning authority receives a written complaint regarding an unauthorised de-
velopment, or otherwise becomes aware of unauthorised development (except in the case of 
trivial or minor development), it is required to issue a warning letter in relation to the unautho-
rised development concerned.

In addition, planning authorities are statutorily obliged to carry out an investigation and 
expeditiously decide whether an enforcement notice should be issued or a court order should be 
sought, under section 160 of the 2000 Act.  Where a planning authority establishes, following 
an investigation, that unauthorised development (other than development that is of a trivial or 
minor nature) has been or is being carried out, and the person who has carried out the devel-
opment has not proceeded to remedy the position, then the planning authority must issue an 
enforcement notice or seek a court order, unless there are compelling reasons for not doing so.  
Furthermore, the planning authority’s decision on whether to issue an enforcement notice must 
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be entered on the planning register and, in cases where it is decided not to issue an enforcement 
notice, any complainant must be so informed.

With regard to the completion of housing estates and other residential developments gener-
ally, my Department’s Circular Letter PD 1/08 on the Taking in Charge of Residential Develop-
ments/Management Arrangements which issued to planning authorities in February 2008 states 
that:

“Ensuring that residential developments are completed in accordance with the planning 
permission is an essential part of a comprehensive taking in charge policy.  It is important that 
the construction of the development be regularly inspected by the planning authority to ensure 
satisfactory completion in accordance with the permission.  It is also necessary for the planning 
authority to satisfy itself, when the developer has ceased construction or notified the planning 
authority that construction is complete, or after the planning permission has expired, that the 
development is properly completed in line with the planning permission and, where it is not 
properly completed, to take early and effective enforcement action.”

Circular Letter PD 1/08 was incorporated into my Department’s Planning Guidelines on 
Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas which issued to planning authorities in 
January 2009.  These Guidelines were issued under section 28 of the Planning and Develop-
ment Act 2000 and accordingly, planning authorities are statutorily required to have regard to 
them in the performance of their functions under the Act.

03/03/2015WRDD03300Building Regulations Qualifications

03/03/2015WRDD03400560. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide an update on the proposal to introduce a register for tech-
nologists to enable them to work under the new Building Control (Amendment) Regulations; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9049/15]

03/03/2015WRDD03500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): I refer to the reply to Question No. 519 of 18 November 
2014 which sets out the background to the proposals for the statutory registration of Archi-
tectural Technologists and the context within which my Department is engaging with indus-
try stakeholders on this matter.  I welcome the decision by Quality Qualifications Ireland to 
facilitate the development of a common standard for architectural technology in line with the 
National Qualifications Framework which is an important step towards the development of a 
statutory register.  I am committed to advancing plans for the statutory registration of architec-
tural technologists as quickly as possible.  It is intended that a public consultation on the matter 
will take place over the coming months with a view to early publication of legislative proposals 
thereafter.

03/03/2015WRDD03600Local Government Reform

03/03/2015WRDD03700561. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government in view of the recently announced review of the boundaries of Cork and Galway 
cities and the possibility of amalgamating city and county councils, if he will report on the sav-
ings made to date and projected for the first year since the amalgamation of local authorities 
in counties Waterford, Limerick and Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5772/15]
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03/03/2015WRDD03800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The independent reviews of local government arrangements in Cork and Galway which I 
announced in January 2015 form part on an ongoing assessment of potential reforms which may 
be warranted beyond those measures arising from the Action Programme for Effective Local 
Government (2012) and provided for in the Local Government Reform 2014 Act.

The provisions of the 2014 Act, including those relating to the merger of city/county coun-
cils in Limerick, Tipperary and Waterford, only came into effect on 1 June 2014.  Accordingly, 
2015 will be the first full year of the operation of these and other significant changes in the local 
government system, such as the establishment of municipal districts and a range of new gover-
nance arrangements.  In the circumstances, it would be premature to attempt a comprehensive 
assessment of the financial or other impacts of these changes at this stage. 

However, it is important to view the benefits of merger in terms of the broader objectives 
of local government reform such as addressing issues and anomalies relating to boundaries, 
eliminating duplication and separate administrative processes, reducing staff numbers in senior 
management grades, achieving economies of scale and improving efficiency and service deliv-
ery, rather than the partial focus on expenditure reductions.

03/03/2015WRDD03900Local Authority Staff Data

03/03/2015WRDD04000562. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of public sector workers employed in the maintenance section of Fin-
gal County Council in 2008; and in 2014; his views on lifting the moratorium on recruitment, 
in this area; if so, when; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5555/15]

03/03/2015WRDD04100563. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of public sector workers employed in the maintenance section of Dún 
Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council in 2008 and in 2014; his views on lifting the moratorium 
on recruitment in this area; if so, when; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5556/15]

03/03/2015WRDD04200564. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of workers employed in the maintenance section of South Dublin 
County Council in 2008 and in 2014; his views on lifting the moratorium on recruitment in this 
area; if so, when; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5557/15]

03/03/2015WRDD04300565. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of public sector workers employed in the maintenance section of Dub-
lin City Council in 2008 and in 2014; his views on lifting the moratorium on recruitment in this 
area; if so, when; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5602/15]

03/03/2015WRDD04400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 562 to 565, inclusive, together.

The information requested in relation to the number of public sector workers employed in 
local authority maintenance sections is not held in my Department. 

In relation to the moratorium on recruitment, as announced in the recent Budget, it is pro-
posed that with effect from 2015, the moratorium and the Employment Control Framework 
for the Public Service will be lifted but recruitment/promotion will be subject to adherence to 
binding 3 year pay ceilings.  Staffing resources must be managed within these overall ceilings.  
Detailed arrangements in terms of the local authority sector are currently being worked out be-
tween my Department and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.
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03/03/2015WREE00150Nitrates Action Programme Review

03/03/2015WREE00200566. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the position regarding the extension of the slurry and fertiliser spreading dates; his 
plans to introduce a more practical system than the calendar farming system that currently ex-
ists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6683/15]

03/03/2015WREE00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Nitrates Directive and Ireland’s third National Nitrates Action Programme are given 
legal effect by the European Union (Good Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters) Regu-
lations 2014, as amended.  The objective of the Regulations is to protect ground and surface wa-
ters, including drinking water sources, primarily through the management of livestock manures 
and other fertilisers.  Specified closed periods for the spreading of fertilisers, including slurry, 
are a key aspect of the Nitrates Regulations.  They are a requirement of the Nitrates Directive 
and are mandatory in every Member State.  The closed periods in Ireland were decided follow-
ing extensive consultation and were discussed with farming bodies and the European Commis-
sion at the time.

Good agricultural practice involves the application of fertilisers at a time when grass and 
other plants are growing actively in order to maximise the uptake of nutrients by crops and to 
minimise pollution to water.  The provisions of the Regulations are underpinned by scientific 
research and good agricultural practice. The most recent scientific studies carried out on a 
diverse range of farm and soil types as part of Teagasc’s on-going Agricultural Catchments 
Programme has provided further evidence in support of the efficacy of the prohibited spreading 
periods in reducing nutrient losses to waters. In addition, the National Farm Survey has shown 
that prior to the introduction of the Nitrates Regulations less than 5% of slurry was applied dur-
ing what is now termed the prohibited spreading period. This was due to farmers understanding 
the benefits of applying slurry during the growing season when it will be most efficiently used 
by grass and crops.

Ireland’s Nitrates Action Programme was extensively reviewed in 2013 by an expert group, 
jointly chaired by my Department and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. 
This group discounted suggestions of flexibility with regard to the commencement of closed 
periods as the weight of scientific evidence identified Autumn/early Winter spreading as most 
sensitive to nutrient loss.  The group also noted that the application of organic fertiliser at this 
time of the year represents an unacceptable risk to the environment as well as a loss of valuable 
fertiliser product as there is little or no take-up of nutrient during the dormant season.

Arrangements for the next review of the Nitrates Action Programme will be outlined in due 
course.

03/03/2015WREE00350Private Residential Tenancies Board

03/03/2015WREE00400567. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of individual landlords registered with the Private Residential 
Tenancies Board; the number who own one property only, two to five properties and more than 
five properties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9112/15]

03/03/2015WREE00500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): The Residential Tenancies Act 2004 regulates the tenant-
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landlord relationship in the private rented residential sector and the Act provides that landlords 
in the sector must apply to the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB) to register the 
tenancy of a dwelling within one month of the commencement of the tenancy.  The published 
register lists the addresses of all tenancies registered with the PRTB.  Details of the register on 
a county or, in the case of Dublin, a postcode basis are available on the PRTB website at https://
portal.prtb.ie/public_registrations.aspx. The published register does not contain any informa-
tion that could lead to the disclosure of the identity of the landlord or tenant or the rent payable.

In 2014, the PRTB commissioned a study entitled the Future of the Private Rental Sector 
to explore the policy options to ensure a sustainable private rented sector into the future.  The 
report was published in October 2014 and showed that there were 156,643 landlords who had 
300,543 tenancies registered with the PRTB.  The study found that 65% of landlords own just 
one property, 82% of landlords have two or less properties and almost 91% of landlords have 
three or less properties.  The full report is available on the PRTB website at http://www.prtb.ie/
docs/default-source/pdf-manuals/future-of-the-private-rented-sector.pdf?sfvrsn=0.

03/03/2015WREE00550Irish Water Remit

03/03/2015WREE00600568. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of days that elapsed between the coming into operation of the 
Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013, generally, and the commencement of the statutory authority of 
Irish Water to issue and collect composite connection charges under section 8 of the same Act; 
if section 8 still is in effect at this date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9116/15]

03/03/2015WREE00700569. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if the levying of a composite connection charge by Irish Water is consistent 
with Ireland’s obligations under the Aarhus directive; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9117/15]

03/03/2015WREE00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 568 and 569 together.

With effect from 1 January 2014, following the commencement of the Water Services (No. 
2) Act 2013, Irish Water is responsible for public water services.  Section 8 of the Act which 
commenced on that date, provided Irish Water with the power to impose a water connection 
charge with effect from the 1 January 2014 on the same basis as local authorities had charged 
for this service prior to that date.  As provided for in section 8(3) of the Act, section 8 ceased to 
have effect following the commencement of section 21 of the Act on 1 October 2014.  Section 
21 of the Act provides that Irish Water shall charge each customer for the provision of services 
provided by it in accordance with a water charges plan to be approved by the Commission for 
Energy Regulation (CER).  Section 22(5) of the Act provides that a water charges plan may 
make provision for a charge in respect of the provision of a service connection (within the 
meaning of the Water Services Act 2007) to or in respect of a premises.  In its decision on Irish 
Water’s Water Charges Plan, published in October 2014, the CER stated that, until it made a 
decision on Irish Water’s new connection charges, Irish Water should continue to apply rates 
equivalent to those which were applied by the local authorities at 31 December 2013.

The Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and 
Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (otherwise known as the Aarhus Convention) lays 
down a set of basic rules to promote citizens’ involvement in environmental matters and im-
prove enforcement of environmental law.  The CER is currently working with Irish Water to 
develop a high level work plan for the year ahead and this will include the new approach to con-
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nection charges.  This plan will be published in the coming weeks.  A more detailed work plan 
outlining the consultation schedule for connection charges will be published later this year.  The 
CER has informed my Department that it will consult widely with stakeholders when consider-
ing any submission from Irish Water, and that there will be many opportunities for interested 
parties to participate in the consultations on the new connection charging policy.

03/03/2015WREE00850Building Regulations Amendments

03/03/2015WREE00900570. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to amend the construction regulations for one-off houses; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [8866/15]

03/03/2015WREE01000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): I refer to the reply given in the Topical Issues Debate on 
this matter on 25 February 2015 which sets out the up-to-date position.

03/03/2015WREE01050Departmental Legal Costs

03/03/2015WREE01100571. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if his Department, or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department, 
use solicitors’ firms (details supplied); the amount paid to these solicitors, each year, from 2011 
to 2014, by his Department or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department; the 
date until which his Department or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department 
are contracted to use these solicitors’ firms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9193/15]

03/03/2015WREE01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Information sought in relation to amounts paid by my Department to the firms of solicitors 
in question is set out in the table.  The services concerned have been provided, as required, 
primarily in connection with my Department’s role in relation to foreshore licensing. 

Firm 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total
Arthur Cox  € 97,510  € 61,307  € 71,855  € 39,010  € 269,682 
McCann 
Fitzgerald

 €     - €     -  €    -  €      -  €    - 

Total  € 97,510  € 61,307  € 71,855  € 39,010 € 269,682

The table does not include legal fees associated with the Tribunal of Inquiry into Certain 
Planning Matters and Payments. Legal fees paid by agencies or bodies under the aegis of my 
Department are a matter for the agencies/bodies concerned.

03/03/2015WREE01250Planning Issues

03/03/2015WREE01300572. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the obligations on local authorities to ensure that developers meet all future 
taking-in-charge requirements when developing new housing estates; the rights housing estates 
have when it comes to being taken in charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9206/15]
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03/03/2015WREE01400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): My Department’s Circular Letter PD 1/08 on Taking in 
Charge of Residential Developments/Management Arrangements which issued in February 
2008 sets out the policy to be adopted by planning authorities in relation to the taking in charge 
of housing estates.  Paragraph 3.4 of the Annex to the Circular refers to the early identification 
of the areas to be taken in charge and states that:

   Authorities must address the taking in charge issue at pre-application consultation stage, 
when the type of residential development and the standards proposed can be discussed. Ap-
plications for residential development should delineate the area that would, in accordance 
with this document, potentially fall to be taken in charge on the site layout map. It is envis-
aged that, generally, certain core services will always be taken in charge (see section 2.1) and 
planning authorities must ensure that the design of the approved development will facilitate 
this by separating the areas/facilities that will be taken in charge from those that will not. 
Sewers and water mains should not be located under landscaping or allocated parking area 
that will not be taken in charge.

Paragraph 3.5 of the Annex sets out appropriate planning conditions that should be attached 
to permissions for residential developments including conditions for -

- the giving of adequate financial security (section 34(4)(g)) and the length of time the se-
curity must remain in place;

- the facilitation of inspections by the planning authority;

- the phasing of the development, if appropriate (S.34(4)(h));

- the completion of the development in accordance with specified standards;

- the evidence to be produced by the developer to demonstrate that the residential develop-
ment has been completed to the appropriate standards (see section 4.2) and the time period for 
the production of such evidence. 

Paragraph 3.6 deals with inspection of construction and states - 

Ensuring that residential developments are completed in accordance with the planning per-
mission is an essential part of a comprehensive taking in charge policy. It is important that 
the construction of the development be regularly inspected by the planning authority to ensure 
satisfactory completion in accordance with the permission. It is also necessary for the planning 
authority to satisfy itself, when the developer has ceased construction or notified the planning 
authority that construction is complete, or after the planning permission has expired, that the 
development is properly completed in line with the planning permission and, where it is not 
properly completed, to take early and effective enforcement action.

Circular Letter PD 1/08 was incorporated into my Department’s Planning Guidelines on 
Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas which were issued to planning authorities 
in February 2008. These Guidelines were issued under section 28 of the Planning and Develop-
ment Act 2000 and accordingly, planning authorities are statutorily required to have regard to 
them in the performance of their functions under the Act.

In relation to enforcement action, the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, 
places clear statutory obligations on planning authorities in relation to unauthorised develop-
ment.  Where a planning authority receives a written complaint regarding an unauthorised de-
velopment, or otherwise becomes aware of unauthorised development (except in the case of 
trivial or minor development), it is required to issue a warning letter in relation to the unautho-
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rised development concerned.  

In addition, planning authorities are statutorily obliged to carry out an investigation and 
expeditiously decide whether an enforcement notice should be issued or a court order should be 
sought, under section 160 of the 2000 Act.  Where a planning authority establishes, following 
an investigation, that unauthorised development (other than development that is of a trivial or 
minor nature) has been or is being carried out, and the person who has carried out the devel-
opment has not proceeded to remedy the position, then the planning authority must issue an 
enforcement notice or seek a court order, unless there are compelling reasons for not doing so.  
Furthermore, the planning authority’s decision on whether to issue an enforcement notice must 
be entered on the planning register and, in cases where it is decided not to issue an enforcement 
notice, any complainant must be so informed.

Section 180 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 provides, in relation to estates 
which have been completed to the satisfaction of the planning authority in accordance with the 
permission, that the planning authority must if requested to do so by the developer or by the 
majority of the owners of the houses involved, initiate the procedures for taking the estate in 
charge.

In relation to estates which have not been completed to the satisfaction of the planning au-
thority and enforcement proceedings have not been commenced within seven years of the expi-
ration of the relevant permission, section 180 also provides that the planning authority must, if 
requested to do so by the majority of the owners, initiate the taking in charge procedures.

My Department is currently reviewing, in the context of the forthcoming Planning and De-
velopment (No. 2) Bill, the section 180 provisions relating to the taking in charge of housing 
estates with a view to improving and streamlining the relevant procedures. A particular focus of 
this review will be the time limits for the taking in charge of housing estates. My Department 
will consult with planning authorities in this regard.

03/03/2015WREE01450Greenhouse Gas Emissions

03/03/2015WREE01500573. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government in view of the fact that the rationale for the absence of greenhouse gas re-
duction targets in the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Bill 2015 is that Ireland 
already is subject to binding European Union targets, and that the Minister is on record as stat-
ing these same targets are unrealistic and unachievable (details supplied), whether he currently 
is lobbying for changes to the binding European Union targets; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9221/15]

03/03/2015WREE01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Pursuant to the EU’s Effort Sharing Decision of 2009 (Decision No 406/2009/EC of 23 
April 2009), Ireland has legally binding greenhouse gas (GHG) emission reduction targets in 
the period from 2013 to 2020, inclusive.  Moreover, negotiations are currently in progress at an 
EU level to agree GHG mitigation targets for all Member States, including Ireland, for the peri-
od from 2021 to 2030.  This process of GHG mitigation target setting is likely to continue up to 
the year 2050.  Putting in place our own GHG mitigation targets would cut across and interfere 
with this EU target-setting process.  Our focus, therefore, is on putting in place appropriate and 
proportionate mitigation policy measures across the sectors with the most significant emissions, 
as provided for in the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Bill 2015.

As negotiations on the EU’s Effort Sharing Decision concluded in 2009 and cannot now be 
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re-opened, our efforts are focused on engaging with the European Commission and Member 
States on proposals in respect of national GHG mitigation targets up to 2030 that are fair, trans-
parent and cost-effective, taking due account of Member States’ specific circumstances and 
mitigation capacities.

03/03/2015WREE01650Register of Electors

03/03/2015WREE01700574. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on a matter (details supplied) regarding voting by proxy; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9243/15]

03/03/2015WREE01800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): In order to be able to vote at elections and referendums in Ireland, a person’s name must be 
entered in the register of electors for a constituency in the State in which the person ordinarily 
resides.  With the exception of postal and special voters, all registered electors must attend in 
person at their local polling station in order to vote.  There is no provision in electoral law to 
allow for proxy voting.

Postal voting is provided for in electoral law in respect of certain categories of person who 
are entered in the register of electors - whole-time members of the Defence Forces; members of 
An Garda Síochána; Irish diplomats serving abroad and their spouses or civil partners; electors 
living at home who are unable to vote because of a physical illness or a physical disability; elec-
tors whose occupation, service or employment makes it likely that they will be unable to vote 
in person at their local polling station on polling day and full-time students registered at their 
home who are living elsewhere while attending an educational institution in the State; certain 
election staff employed at the poll outside the constituency where they reside; and electors who 
because of the circumstances of their detention in prison pursuant to an order of a court are 
likely to be unable to go in person on polling day to vote.

Qualifying voters can apply to their local authority for inclusion in the postal voters lists.  
Electors who are eligible for, but not already included in, the postal voters list may apply for 
entry into the supplement to these lists.  Such applications must be received by the registration 
authority at least 22 days (not including Sundays, Good Friday or Public Holidays) before poll-
ing day at a referendum in order to be considered for that referendum.

While electoral law is subject to ongoing review, I have no proposals at present to intro-
duce proxy voting or to extend existing arrangements for postal voting. In responding to the 
recommendation of the Constitution on the Convention in their fourth report that there should 
be greater access to postal voting, the Government proposed that an electoral commission be 
tasked in due course with considering the issue and advising in detail on the electoral and op-
erational implications, including costs, of implementing change in this area.  As regards the 
Electoral Commission, last month I published a consultation paper as part of the pre-legislative 
phase of the Electoral Commission Bill in the Government legislation programme.

03/03/2015WREE01850Motor Tax Collection

03/03/2015WREE01900575. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will accept instalment payments of back tax due on a vehicle in respect of 
a person (details supplied) in County Longford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9247/15]
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03/03/2015WREE02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Motor tax legislation provides that, when taking out a tax disc, a vehicle owner is liable 
for arrears in respect of each month from the date of last taxing or from the date of purchase 
of the vehicle.  There is no provision whereby motorists can come to individual payment ar-
rangements with a licensing authority.  Any such change to the basis of payment for motor tax 
would be required to be underpinned by primary legislation and be made equally available to 
all motorists.  There would also be an additional administrative cost associated with providing 
such a facility.

03/03/2015WREE02050Rights of Way Provision

03/03/2015WREE02100576. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the position whereby a lake or river of national importance is surrounded or 
bordered by land in private ownership and in that context, whether the right of access by mem-
bers of the general public to the lakeshore can be restricted or circumscribed by the landowners 
concerned and the extent to which this will be enforced; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9277/15]

03/03/2015WREE02200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): The majority of Ireland’s trails and walking routes are “per-
missive access routes” that have been developed with the agreement of private landowners, 
both public and private.  This consensus approach is underpinned by the principle of mutual 
respect between landowners and recreation users, with the acceptance of the rights of landown-
ers regarding access to their land and the need of recreation users to have reasonable access to 
the countryside.

Unless a public right of way exists, access to any lake or river which is surrounded or 
bordered by land in private ownership, is at the discretion of the landowner, and the extent to 
which access by members of the public to the features referred to in the Question is permitted, 
is within the control of the landowner.

03/03/2015WREE02250Local Authority Services

03/03/2015WREE02300577. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the position regarding housing estates where management companies have gone 
into receivership and the power for public lighting is being cut off and services within the es-
tate are being discontinued, where homeowners within these estates have paid property tax in 
the expectation that local services would be provided but this has not been the case to date; his 
plans to address this situation, which has become increasingly common across the country; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9322/15]

03/03/2015WREE02400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Prior to the issuing of Circular Letter PD 1/08 by my Department in February 2008, some 
planning authorities had granted planning permissions in respect of conventional housing de-
velopments on the basis that their future maintenance would be provided by means of private 
management companies.  The circular letter advised planning authorities against adopting this 
practice into the future.

In such housing developments and where difficulties are arising with management compa-
nies and maintenance arrangements within the estate, including in relation to public lighting, 
section 180 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, provides, in relation to 
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estates which have been completed to the satisfaction of the planning authority in accordance 
with the permission, that the planning authority must if requested to do so by the developer 
or by the majority of the owners of the houses involved, initiate the procedures for taking the 
estate in charge.

In relation to estates which have not been completed to the satisfaction of the planning 
authority and enforcement proceedings have not been commenced within seven years of the 
expiration of the planning permission relating to the development, section 180 also provides 
that the planning authority must, if requested to do so by the majority of the owners, initiate the 
taking in charge procedures.

My Department is currently reviewing, in the context of the forthcoming Planning and De-
velopment (No. 2) Bill, the provisions in section 180 of the Planning and Development Act 
2000, as amended, relating to the taking in charge of housing estates with a view to improving 
and streamlining the taking in charge procedures. A particular focus of the review will be the 
time limits for the taking in charge of housing estates.  My Department will consult with plan-
ning authorities in this regard.

03/03/2015WREE02450Irish Water Remit

03/03/2015WREE02500578. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will clarify where the Water Services Act 2013 states that Irish Wa-
ter is legally permitted to install meters in estates not taken over by a local authority. [9324/15]

03/03/2015WREE02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Section 20 of the Water Services Act 2013 provides Irish Water with the authority to install 
water meters in dwellings connected to a public water supply.  Section 7 of the Water Services 
(No. 2) Act 2013 provides for the transfer of all functions conferred on water services authori-
ties by the Water Services Act 2007 to Irish Water.  Accordingly, section 72 of the 2007 Act 
provides that Irish Water may supply water by measure and to meter or otherwise measure the 
volume of water supplied or the volume of waste water discharged.  Section 72 also provides 
Irish Water with the authority to access, install, read, repair or replace a water meter.

03/03/2015WRFF00150Housing Regeneration

03/03/2015WRFF00200579. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if a funding programme through grants or tax relief will be considered to support 
persons who purchase derelict or abandoned properties in rural areas with the intention of re-
storing and renovating them to serve as their principal private residence owing to the benefits 
such actions have for rural communities, as well as for the provision of housing stock. [9353/15]

03/03/2015WRFF00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I have no plans to introduce a new funding programme to support persons who are restoring 
and renovating a derelict or abandoned rural property as their principal private residence.

In respect of houses with thatched roofs, my Department operates a grant scheme for the re-
newal or repair of such roofs, the details of which are at the following link: http://www.environ.
ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/HousingGrantsFinancialAssistance/ThatchingGrants/.  
The issue of tax relief in respect of such activities is a matter for my colleague, the Minister for 
Finance.
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03/03/2015WRFF00350Mortgage to Rent Scheme Eligibility

03/03/2015WRFF00400580. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will amend the conditions applied by the Housing Agency with regard to 
consideration for acquiring properties under the mortgage-to-rent scheme in association with 
voluntary housing bodies to a level of €300,000, to reflect increased property prices. [9389/15]

03/03/2015WRFF00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): On foot of the recommendations of the Keane Report on mortgage arrears the Government 
launched the AHB Mortgage to Rent scheme (AHB-mortgage-to-rent) on a pilot basis in Feb-
ruary 2012 and extended it nationally in June 2012. The scheme is currently in operation and 
continues to accept applications from lending institutions.

To be eligible for the AHB-mortgage-to-rent scheme a household must have had their mort-
gage position deemed unsustainable under the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process, agree to 
the voluntary surrender of their home, be in negative equity, and be deemed eligible for social 
housing in accordance with section 20 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009.

In relation to the application of a maximum property value, in order for a property to be 
considered under the scheme it must be purchased for less than €220,000 in the Greater Dublin 
Area and €180,000 in the rest of the country. These limits were determined by a working group 
which took account of available market data and the current social housing acquisition limits. 
These limits are considered to be reasonable in respect of the income bracket that is targeted by 
the scheme.

03/03/2015WRFF00550Natural Gas Grid

03/03/2015WRFF00600581. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources further to his reply to this Deputy on 29 January 2015 regarding the extension of the 
natural gas grid, whether Gaslink replied to his request to meet this Deputy; if Gaslink indicated 
it would meet this Deputy in view of the fact that this Deputy has had no contact from Gaslink 
in the meantime; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8759/15]

03/03/2015WRFF00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
As I indicated in reply to the Question referred to, the development and expansion of the natural 
gas network is in the first instance a commercial matter for Gaslink, which is mandated under 
Section 8 of the Gas Act 1976, as amended, to develop and maintain a national system for the 
supply of natural gas that is both economical and efficient.

I understand that the company has recently contacted the Deputy with a view to a meeting 
in order to discuss the matter.

03/03/2015WRFF00750Fisheries Protection

03/03/2015WRFF00800582. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he has requested Inland Fisheries Ireland to provide a full report on the incident 
in April 2014 in which more than 300,000 juvenile eels were killed at the bottom of the dam at 
Cathaleen’s Fall in what was the largest documented fish kill ever to have occurred here; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [8779/15]

03/03/2015WRFF00900583. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
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Resources if his Department has taken a decision on whether to prosecute the Electricity Supply 
Board over a major kill of critically endangered juvenile eels at the hydroelectric installation 
on the River Erne, County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8780/15]

03/03/2015WRFF01000Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions Nos. 582 and 583 together. 

ESB own and operate the Hydro-Electric facility at Cathaleen’s Fall on the River Erne. I can 
confirm that Inland Fisheries received a report from ESB shortly after the incident.

I am advised that because of the trans-boundary nature of the River Erne, protocols to fa-
cilitate passage of juvenile eels, agreed between ESB, IFI and the Department of Culture Arts 
and Leisure (DCAL) in Northern Ireland, have been in place for a number of years and positive 
co-operation between all three bodies is ongoing. The ESB report was also provided to DCAL.

ESB also operate trap and transport arrangements for the transport of mature eels around 
Hydro-Electric plants. 

An important outcome of the report and the ongoing co-operation is to ensure that such 
regrettable incidents do not happen again. In that regard revised protocols around ensuring safe 
passage for juvenile eels have been agreed with all concerned and put into operation by ESB. 
I intend to visit Cathaleen’s Fall and view the operation of the improved protocols at first hand 
and I have extended an invitation to the Minister for Culture Arts and Leisure in Northern Ire-
land.

In relation to the incident itself, as the Deputy points out my Department and IFI are aware 
of the significant scale of the fish kill and the complexities involved. My Department is liaising 
directly with DCAL to bring satisfactory closure to the issue. 

The matter of a possible prosecution is one for IFI. I am advised that because of the scale of 
the fish kill and in line with existing IFI policies, IFI referred the matter to its legal advisers. In 
view of that it would be inappropriate to comment further on the matter at this time.

03/03/2015WRFF01100National Digital Strategy Implementation

03/03/2015WRFF01200584. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources further to Parliamentary Question No. 570 of 27 January 2015, if assistance will be 
provided to the organisation concerned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8818/15]

03/03/2015WRFF01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): In 
my reply to the Deputy’s previous Question in this matter dated 27 January last, I had outlined 
the situation in relation to funding and digital skills training opportunities and had indicated that 
my Department would respond directly to the organisation referred to in the Question. Since 
then, my officials have written to the organisation and provided information on internet train-
ing opportunities and advice in relation to possible approaches to obtaining the computers they 
wish to acquire.

I have asked my officials to forward a copy of this correspondence to the Deputy.

03/03/2015WRFF01350Fisheries Protection

03/03/2015WRFF01400585. Deputy Joe O’Reilly asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
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Resources the position regarding the publication of photographs and postings on Facebook and 
other social media, which seems to suggest that there is widespread killing of freshwater fish 
species, contrary to fisheries regulations, particularly in counties Cavan and Monaghan (details 
supplied); his views that the current fisheries legislation and protection measures are sufficient, 
or if additional measures and resources are required; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [8908/15]

03/03/2015WRFF01500Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Joe McHugh): It is important for the public to alert Inland Fisheries Ireland 
(IFI) as soon as they become aware of an incident which they believe constitutes illegal activity. 
To facilitate this IFI operate a 24/7 confidential hotline number that enables timely reporting 
of all alleged incidents and a rapid response from enforcement resources. The number of this 
hotline is 1890-347424.

IFI deploy significant resources on protection and conservation duties and employ modern 
technologies such as covert surveillance cameras, night vision equipment and rapid water based 
transport vehicles in combatting illegal activity. IFI Officers, as part of the on-going awareness 
campaign distribute copies of relevant bye-laws and IFI has made fisheries legislation available 
on-line across a range of languages. 

Reporting of postings on social media is welcome and IFI staff are continuing to monitor 
the situation and, where possible, follow up. IFI advise that where legally possible efforts are 
made to identify and interact with the persons in question with a view to ascertaining the cir-
cumstances around the alleged incidents. 

IFI report that this has resulted in a number of alleged illegal activities being proven to be 
within the current legal framework but also in a number of individuals being issued fines or 
cautions.

IFI also advise that many of the photographs reported were posted over 12 months before 
being reported, with some posted as far back as 2009 and it is not possible for IFI to consider 
action on alleged incidents outside the established legal timeframe. 

In that regard, I understand that some 65% of issues reported to IFI, via social media, in 
2014 related to events alleged to have occurred during the previous year. Only a small number 
relate to events that occurred in the previous 6 months by which timeframe the ability to take 
action is defined. 

The timing and evidential issues arising from reporting matters posted to social media indi-
cate that the confidential hotline is the most effective and timely method of reporting any activ-
ity and I would encourage concerned anglers and other citizens to make full use of it.

03/03/2015WRFF01550EU Directives

03/03/2015WRFF01600586. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources recalling paragraph 2 of the European Union renewables directive, 2001/77/EC: para-
graph 2 and with the likelihood that Ireland will produce carbon emissions in excess of its 
agreed targets, if a framework analysis of renewable energy deployments on the Donabate 
Peninsula will offer advantages. [8997/15]

03/03/2015WRFF01700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The 2009 EU Renewable Energy Directive, which repealed the 2001 Directive, set Ireland a 
legally binding target of meeting 16% of our energy requirements from renewable sources 
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by 2020. The Directive requires that Member States set out, in a National Renewable Energy 
Action Plan (NREAP), their trajectories towards meeting these targets and the measures to be 
taken to achieve them. Ireland’s NREAP projects that 40% of electricity demand, 12% of heat-
ing and 10% of transport power will be produced from renewable sources.

In terms of examining the potential for local authorities to facilitate the development of 
renewable energy resources, the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) has developed 
a useful methodology to assist local authorities to develop robust, co-ordinated and sustainable 
Local Authority Renewable Energy Strategies (LARES) in accordance with national and Eu-
ropean obligations. In this regard a number of local authorities have published such a strategy.

To assist further in the sustainable development of our indigenous renewable energy re-
sources, my Department is formulating a national level Renewable Electricity Policy and De-
velopment Framework. Development of this framework is to be informed by the carrying out 
of a Strategic Environmental Assessment and an Appropriate Assessment and will include con-
sultations with the public, stakeholders and certain statutorily designated organisations.

03/03/2015WRFF01750National Broadband Plan Implementation

03/03/2015WRFF01800587. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources when consistent, high-quality broadband will be available in a location (details sup-
plied) in County Laois; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9004/15]

03/03/2015WRFF01900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure that every citizen and business, regardless 
of location, has access to a high quality, high speed broadband service. This will be achieved 
through a combination of commercial investments and a State led intervention in areas where 
commercial services will not be provided.

The commercial telecommunications sector is currently investing approximately €2.5 bil-
lion in network upgrades. Approximately 1.6 million of the 2.3 million premises in Ireland are 
expected to have access to commercial high speed broadband services over the next two years. 
These very significant investments represent a step-change in the quality of broadband services 
available.

A public consultation on a national high speed coverage map 2016 which was launched last 
November, closed on the 12th February.  28 submissions have been received to date and will 
be assessed over the coming weeks in terms of the overall intervention strategy. The map con-
tinues to be available at www.broadband.gov.ie. The areas marked BLUE represent those areas 
that will have access to commercial high speed broadband services by end 2016 and includes 
Rathdowney, Co. Laois. The AMBER area shows the target areas for the State intervention. All 
individual premises can be identified on the map to establish whether they are in the BLUE or 
AMBER area. 

The map allows all members of the public, be they business or residential, to see whether 
their premises or home will have access to commercial high speed broadband services by end 
2016 or whether they will be included in the Government’s proposed intervention. It also pro-
vides detailed information on over 50,000 townlands throughout the entire country including 
Co. Laois.

It is anticipated that speeds of at least 30Mbps will be also delivered through the Govern-
ment’s intervention and the network will be designed to cater for future increased demand from 
consumers and business.
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In tandem with the mapping consultation, intensive design and planning work is underway 
in my Department to produce a detailed intervention strategy. The strategy will address a range 
of issues in relation to the intervention including the optimum procurement model, ownership 
model for the infrastructure and likely market impact. 

Following a public consultation process on the draft Intervention Strategy during next sum-
mer, I hope to move to formal procurement phase towards the end of this year in order to select 
a preferred bidder or bidders. 

The Department will design a tender in a way that maximises efficiencies and keeps the 
cost of the network build as low as possible. I anticipate that the first homes and businesses will 
be connected in 2016 and connections will continue thereafter, with the intention of having all 
premises connected within a 5 year period. 

This complex and ambitious project is a key priority for Government. It aims to conclu-
sively address current connectivity challenges in Ireland.

03/03/2015WRFF01950Electricity Transmission Network

03/03/2015WRFF02000588. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources when EirGrid will announce its preferred route for the Grid Link project; and 
when announced, if there will be public consultation before the independent expert panel re-
views the proposal. [9005/15]

03/03/2015WRFF02100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The Independent Expert Panel was established in January 2014 to oversee preparation by Eir-
Grid of the comprehensive, route specific studies and reports of fully undergrounded and over-
head options for the Grid West and Grid Link projects. The studies and reports are to include 
assessments of potential environmental impacts, technical efficacy and cost factors.

I am advised that EirGrid submitted a report on the Grid West project to the Panel in early 
February 2015. That report was considered by the Panel at its last meeting on 24 February 2015. 
I am also advised that the Panel requires more clarity in respect of certain parts of the report and 
will be engaging with EirGrid over the coming weeks in that regard. I understand that the Panel 
expects to be in a position to provide me with an opinion on the Grid West project in April.

The Panel expects to be in a position to provide me with an opinion on the Grid Link project 
in Quarter 3 this year.

The opinions provided to me by the Panel will address the completeness, objectivity and 
comparability of the studies and reports. The Panel will also oversee the publication of the 
reports by EirGrid prior to the company proceeding to public consultation on the two projects.

03/03/2015WRFF02150Bioenergy Strategy Implementation

03/03/2015WRFF02200589. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will provide an update on the strategic environmental and appropriate assess-
ments, including public consultation, for the draft bioenergy plan; if County Donegal and the 
north-west region will be included in the measures to stimulate and support the supply of Irish 
biomass; when the finalised plan will be published; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [9155/15]
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03/03/2015WRFF02300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
My Department will shortly be issuing a Request for Tenders (RfT) inviting responses for 
the provision of services to assist in the completion of a Strategic Environmental Assessment 
(SEA) and Appropriate Assessment (AA) which will inform the content of the finalised Bioen-
ergy Plan to be published later this year. The SEA/AA process, which will include a public con-
sultation, will be managed by my Department and overseen by the Bioenergy Steering Group, 
which has been established to coordinate the implementation of the Draft Bioenergy Plan.

The draft plan identifies the opportunity, at a national level, for the sustainable develop-
ment of Ireland’s bioenergy resources and will be implemented through a number of policy and 
enabling actions. It recommends the continuation of the REFIT schemes and the Biofuels Ob-
ligation Scheme. The draft plan also proposes the introduction of a Renewable Heat Incentive 
(RHI) for larger heat users. These measures would encourage demand for biomass.

While individual county’s roles in the supply of biomass is not possible to anticipate, the 
draft plan recognises that meeting the demand for biomass from indigenous sources could de-
liver significant economic and employment benefits throughout the country. Consequently, 
the plan contains a number of measures to stimulate and support the supply of Irish biomass 
throughout the State. In this regard, the key recommendations include: the continued support 
for the Afforestation Programme; the continuation of the Bioenergy Scheme for energy crops; 
and the establishment of Bioenergy Ireland, a joint venture between Bord na Mona and Coillte.

03/03/2015WRFF02350National Broadband Plan Implementation

03/03/2015WRFF02400590. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the way he envisages the national broadband plan affecting Connemara, County 
Galway; the plans in place for enhancing the connectivity of the area; the amount of investment 
that will be needed in Connemara to ensure the region benefits from the delivery speeds referred 
to in the plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9185/15]

03/03/2015WRFF02500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure that every citizen and business, regardless 
of location, has access to a high quality, high speed broadband service.  This will be achieved 
through a combination of commercial investments and a State led intervention in areas where 
commercial services will not be provided.

The commercial telecommunications sector is currently investing approximately €2.5 bil-
lion in network upgrades. Approximately 1.6 million of the 2.3 million premises in Ireland are 
expected to have access to commercial high speed broadband services over the next two years. 
These very significant investments represent a step-change in the quality of broadband services 
available.

A public consultation on a national high speed coverage map 2016 which was launched last 
November, closed on the 12th February.  27 submissions have been received to date and will be 
assessed over the coming weeks in terms of the overall intervention strategy. The map continues 
to be available at www.broadband.gov.ie.  The areas marked BLUE represent those areas that 
will have access to commercial high speed broadband services by end 2016.  The AMBER area 
shows the target areas for the State intervention. 

The map allows all members of the public, be they business or residential, to see whether 
their premises or home will have access to commercial high speed broadband services by end 
2016 or whether they will be included in the Government’s proposed intervention. It also pro-
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vides detailed information on over 50,000 townlands throughout the entire country including 
Connemara, Co. Galway. 

It is anticipated that speeds of at least 30Mbps will be also delivered through the Govern-
ment’s intervention and the network will be designed to cater for future increased demand from 
consumers and business.

In tandem with the mapping consultation, intensive design and planning work is underway 
in my Department to produce a detailed intervention strategy. The strategy will address a range 
of issues in relation to the intervention including the optimum procurement model, ownership 
model for the infrastructure, intervention cost and likely market impact. This is an important 
part of the detailed work that is being undertaken to finalise the intervention strategy.  Ultimate-
ly however, the outcome of the tender process will determine the final cost of the intervention.

Following a public consultation process on the draft Intervention Strategy during next sum-
mer, I hope to move to formal procurement phase towards the end of this year in order to select 
a preferred bidder or bidders. 

The Department will design a tender in a way that maximises efficiencies and keeps the 
cost of the network build as low as possible. I anticipate that the first homes and businesses will 
be connected in 2016 and connections will continue thereafter, with the intention of having all 
premises connected within a 5 year period.

This complex and ambitious project is a key priority for Government. It aims to conclu-
sively address current connectivity challenges in Ireland.

03/03/2015WRFF02550Post Office Network

03/03/2015WRFF02600591. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the remit and operational plan of the newly established post office network develop-
ment group; if it will specifically affect post offices in Connemara, County Galway; if he will 
reiterate his support for the protection of post offices in Connemara; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9186/15]

03/03/2015WRFF02700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): It 
is Government policy that An Post remains a strong and viable company in a position to provide 
a high quality postal service and maintain a nationwide customer focused network of post of-
fices in the community, including those in the region of Connemara, Co. Galway.

The post office network faces significant challenges given the impact of the economic down-
turn over the last few years, changes in technology and customer retail preferences. However, 
the network also stands well positioned to become the front office provider of choice for Gov-
ernment and the financial services sector for both electronic transactions as well as the more 
traditional over the counter transactions.

Last month, I formally launched the Post Office Network Business Development Group 
under the independent Chairmanship of Mr. Bobby Kerr. 

The Terms of Reference for the Group are to examine the potential from existing and new 
Government and commercial business that could be transacted through the post office network; 
identify the new business opportunities for the post office network, taking account of interna-
tional experience; engage as necessary with the public sector, commercial bodies and other 
interested parties in pursuit of the above objectives; prepare an interim and final report for the 
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Minister in accordance with an agreed timetable. 

The Group’s work will be of strategic importance to the future of the post office network and 
I look forward to receiving the interim and final reports during this year.

03/03/2015WRFF02750Departmental Legal Costs

03/03/2015WRFF02800592. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if his Department, or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department, use 
solicitors’ firms (details supplied); the amount paid to these solicitors each year from 2011 to 
2014, inclusive, by his Department, or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Depart-
ment; the date until which his Department, or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of his 
Department, are contracted to use these solicitors’ firms; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9190/15]

03/03/2015WRFF02900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
My Department administers a very diverse and complex brief. Its remit includes oversight of 
very complex policy areas and direct procurement of major services where protection of the 
State’s interest must be paramount. This situation necessarily requires my Department to pro-
cure specialist external professional advice in legal areas to enable it to discharge its respon-
sibility to deliver quality services and protect the interests of the State and the taxpayer. My 
Department sought legal advice from Arthur Cox Solicitors which is one of the Solicitors firms 
referred to in the Question. The total amount paid to this firm by my Department from 2011 to 
2014 amounted to €163,717.04 with all of this expenditure arising in 2011.

With regard to the bodies under the aegis of my Department, this is an operational matter for 
each body. I will, therefore, request the relevant bodies to reply directly to the Deputy with the 
information requested in respect of their organisation.

03/03/2015WRFF02950Motor Insurance Coverage

03/03/2015WRFF03000593. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that motor insurance companies are refusing to insure motor cars 
over 15 years old that have passed the national car test; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9271/15]

03/03/2015WRFF03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Motor insurers 
are private concerns subject to the regulation of the Central Bank. I have no role in the regula-
tion of motor insurers and no powers to ensure that they offer a quotation to their customers.  

It is advisable for people seeking motor insurance to shop around as the costs can vary dra-
matically.  Some insurers and brokers specialise in certain vehicles, for example vintage ve-
hicles, and can provide quotations on request.

If a person cannot obtain a quotation, there is a Declined Cases programme in place to deal 
with customers who cannot secure insurance from any source. The Declined Cases Agreement 
exists to facilitate motorists meeting their obligation to have third party liability motor insur-
ance.  It is operated by Insurance Ireland, details of the Agreement are available from them at  
Tel: 01 676 1914 or Email: iis@insuranceireland.eu.
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03/03/2015WRFF03150Light Rail Projects Status

03/03/2015WRFF03200594. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in view of 
the fact that the Luas project Lucan, line F1, was part of Government plans since the publication 
of A Platform for Change in 2000 and was at the environmental impact statement stage when 
work was suspended due to the downturn in public finances, his plans for resuming this project 
at the earliest opportunity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8741/15]

03/03/2015WRFF03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Given the 
constraints on the public finances, a number of projects, including the extension of the Luas 
to Lucan, were deferred under the Government’s 5-year capital programme, Infrastructure & 
Capital  Investment Programme 2012-2016 - Medium Term Exchequer Framework, published 
in November 2011. 

The priorities under the current capital plan are to protect investment made to date and 
to progress affordable projects such as Luas Cross City which add value to the existing net-
work. Luas Cross City is due to open at the end of 2017.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and 
development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA). In this re-
gard the NTA is in the process of preparing a new transport strategy for the GDA comprising the 
counties of Dublin, Meath, Kildare and Wicklow covering the period 2015 to 2035. This will 
include a review of the public transport requirements for the Lucan area.

It is intended that the NTA’s draft transport strategy will be available for public consultation 
in mid-2015.  As a first step in that process, the Authority invited views and opinions on what 
might be addressed in the transport strategy. The closing date for submissions has just passed.

In addition, by mid-2015 I expect to finalise a review of a number of studies currently under-
way, including the Fingal/North Dublin Transport Study, the updated business case for DART 
Underground, and a preliminary business case for the Swords/Airport/City Centre BRT Cor-
ridor in conjunction with the development of the transport strategy for the region.

The outcome from all this work will inform the prioritisation of projects to meet the GDA 
public transport  requirements  over the coming years. Delivery of projects prioritised will be 
dependent on the funding available including from non Exchequer sources.

03/03/2015WRGG00200Sports Capital Programme Applications

03/03/2015WRGG00300595. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide detailed feedback on the reason an application from Lough Lene Gaels, Collinstown, 
County Westmeath, for funding under the sports capital fund was turned down. [8750/15]

03/03/2015WRGG00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): Unfortunately this application was deemed to be invalid under the 2014 round of the 
SCP.  I do not consider it appropriate to publish details of why individual applications were 
deemed invalid.  However, a letter issued to the club contact outlining the reasons.  If the club 
wishes to have a copy of this letter resent, or wishes to discuss the contents of this letter, they 
should contact my staff in Killarney who will be happy to help.

03/03/2015WRGG00500Public Transport
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03/03/2015WRGG00600596. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views in 
relation to active, and public, transport (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [8765/15]

03/03/2015WRGG00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department 
is committed to a sustainable transport agenda and has devoted significant funds to developing 
and improving public transport and to supporting cycling and walking initiatives especially in 
urban areas. 

In addition to maintaining and developing the bus and rail network (including DART and 
LUAS) funding has been provided for many projects which are helping to make public trans-
port more attractive for users such as the Leap card, Real Time Passenger Information (RTPI) 
the National Journey Planner, Taxi Apps, better stations and bus stops, and a safer cycling and 
walking infrastructure.  Additional bus and cycle lanes have been created and existing ones up-
graded.  The city bikes rental scheme has recently been extended to the regional cities of Cork, 
Galway and Limerick after its  success in Dublin. 

Other cycling and walking initiatives funded by my Department include the An Taisce Green 
Schools Programme which encourages sustainable transport, particularly cycling and walking 
among primary and secondary school students, the Active Travel Towns programme aimed at 
developing cycling/walking strategies in small to  medium sized towns and the Regional Cities 
Programme which supports sustainable transport in Cork, Galway, Limerick and Waterford. 

Notwithstanding progress to date I fully accept that much work remains to be done. It is 
my intention as economic growth returns to seek to increase funding for sustainable transport 
projects. 

In relation to safety issues on the LUAS, I have referred your question to the Railway Pro-
curement Agency who have contracted Transdev to operate LUAS services, for direct reply. 
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply from the RPA within ten working 
days. 

03/03/2015WRGG00800Rail Services

03/03/2015WRGG00900597. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in view 
of the fact that Irish Rail has spent a number of million euro on the construction of Kishogue 
railway station, as part of the Kildare route project, and that this station was to be opened in 
2009 and, furthermore, as the station is adjacent to the location of a large number of high profile 
multinational companies that have invested heavily in the area and could, with proper park-and-
ride facilities, help to provide a solution to the traffic problems in Dublin mid-west, his plans for 
the opening of this railway station, with adequate car parking facilities, at the earliest possible 
opportunity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8766/15]

03/03/2015WRGG01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The National 
Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for developing public transport infra-
structure in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) including Kishogue train station. 

Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

03/03/2015WRGG01100Community Involvement Scheme
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03/03/2015WRGG01200598. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide an update on the community involvement scheme; his plans to operate the scheme in 
2015; his views on the introduction of a similar scheme for local improvements, such as a local 
improvement scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8814/15]

03/03/2015WRGG01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Commu-
nity Involvement Scheme (CIS) was a pilot scheme which was completed in 2014.  It has been 
decided that there will be no separate allocation under this grant category in 2015.  Instead 
the scheme will revert back to allowing local authorities to set aside 7.5% of their Restoration 
Improvement (RI) and Restoration Maintenance (RM) grants for CIS schemes if they so wish. 

The Local Improvement Scheme is already in place.  The purpose of the Local Improvement 
Scheme is to provide funding for roads and laneways that Councils have not taken in charge; 
that is, private roads and laneways.  However, the maintenance and improvement of these is, in 
the first instance, a matter for the relevant landowner. 

At present, local authorities may use up to 15% of their initial Discretionary Grant to-
wards Local Improvement Schemes should they wish to do so.  The local contribution for these 
schemes is 20% of the total cost of the project.  Furthermore, it is open to local authorities to 
supplement the percentage of their Discretionary Grant that they can use for the LIS with their 
own resources.  

Some local authorities want a ring-fenced LIS allocation for private roads while others pre-
fer to put the funding into public roads. I think this decision is best made at a local level. 

Local authorities were notified of the above in Circular RW 2/2015 which my Department 
issued on 3 February 2015.  Details of the 2015 regional and local road grant allocations to each 
county council (including Clare County Council) are available in the Dáil library.

03/03/2015WRGG01400Departmental Funding

03/03/2015WRGG01500599. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount of funding allocated to the Lough Derg stimulus fund in 2014, 2015 and 2016; the funds 
allocated to local authorities in counties Clare, Galway and Tipperary in 2014 and 2015; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [8890/15]

03/03/2015WRGG01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As part of its 
stimulus package in 2014 the Government announced funding of €2 million for the imple-
mentation of the Lough Derg plan, ‘A Roadmap for Experience Development and Destination 
Marketing 2014-2017’.  An amount of €0.5m was provided in the vote of the Department of 
Transport Tourism and Sport in 2014 and the balance of €1.5m was provided in the Depart-
ment’s 2015 vote. 

While the Department provides funding for capital investment in tourism, the allocation 
of these funds is a matter for the board and management of Fáilte Ireland.  I have, therefore, 
referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply.  Please advise my private office 
if you do not receive a reply within ten working days. 

03/03/2015WRGG01700Tourism Promotion

03/03/2015WRGG01800600. Deputy Joe O’Reilly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the State 
agency, or agencies, responsible for promoting Ireland as a tourist angling destination; the level 
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of funding the agency or agencies have to do this in 2015; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [8907/15]

03/03/2015WRGG01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Tourism Ire-
land Limited is the agency with responsibility for promoting the island of Ireland as a holiday 
destination overseas, while Fáilte Ireland is the National Tourism Development Authority.  De-
cisions on the level of funding being used in 2015 for promotion of angling are operational mat-
ters for Fáilte Ireland and Tourism Ireland.  Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s question 
to the tourism agencies for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a 
reply within ten working days.

In addition, Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) is the state agency responsible for the protection, 
management and conservation of Ireland’s inland fisheries and sea angling resources.  Accord-
ingly, you may also wish to raise the matter in question with my colleague the Minister for 
Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, as IFI is an agency under the aegis of his 
Department.

03/03/2015WRGG02000Bus Éireann Services

03/03/2015WRGG02100601. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
was briefed by Bus Éireann regarding route closures before they were announced; his current 
engagement with Bus Éireann around this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8939/15]

03/03/2015WRGG02200602. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he was 
briefed by the National Transport Authority regarding bus route closures before Bus Éireann 
announced them; his current engagement with the National Transport Authority around extend-
ing the subsidy for public service obligation services on bus routes; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [8940/15]

03/03/2015WRGG02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 601 and 602 together.

I received no specific notifications of Bus Éireann route closures as the actual requirement 
to notify such closures would form part of its licensing obligations to the National Transport 
Authority (NTA).  My Department continues to liaise with the CIÉ subsidiaries, including Bus 
Éireann, in relation to public transport policy generally and the financial sustainability of the 
CIÉ companies.

I am aware of the strong public concern locally about the likely impact of the reduced ser-
vices as a result of the proposed changes to Bus Éireann’s Route 7 services and also JJ Kava-
nagh’s Route 717 services.  At the community meeting in Castlecomer on Monday 22 February, 
Bus Éireann agreed to postpone the changes to its licensed Route 7 services until the summer.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) is examining what might be an appropriate PSO 
service to put in place if funding was made available.  Funding has not been secured at this 
time but the NTA are preparing the tender documents and plan to procure the services subject 
to funding.  At the above meeting it was decided to set up a working group comprising local 
representatives and members of the local community to explore options for the continuation of 
public transport services in the area.  The NTA and Bus Éireann will actively participate in this 
process.

The NTA has also been contacted concerning changes on the Expressway Route 5 service 
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from Waterford.  In view of these changes Bus Éireann plans to extend  Route 4 (Dublin–Water-
ford) to New Ross in order to maintain a link between New Ross and Waterford.  Separately, the 
NTA in conjunction with Bus Éireann, is examining options to re-configure existing subvented 
services in the south-east in order to maintain socially necessary services to the affected areas 
following the withdrawal of Route 5.

03/03/2015WRGG02500Dublin Bus Services

03/03/2015WRGG02600603. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the position 
regarding the operation by Dublin Bus of a limited Nitelink service on either Thursday or Sun-
day nights; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8941/15]

03/03/2015WRGG02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The issue raised 
is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA), in conjunction with Dublin Bus, and 
I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private 
office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

03/03/2015WRGG02800Ports Policy

03/03/2015WRGG02900604. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding the borrowings that Drogheda Port Company currently has when the port 
is transferred to Louth County Council as per the national ports policy; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [8970/15]

03/03/2015WRGG03000605. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
the borrowings of Drogheda Port Company will be secured or unsecured; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [8971/15]

03/03/2015WRGG03100606. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
borrowings of Drogheda Port Company are unsecured, if a letter of comfort in respect of the 
borrowings or a negative pledge in respect of the company’s assets will be issued to the lenders 
by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8972/15]

03/03/2015WRGG03200607. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
detailed planning has been done by his Department as to the borrowing expectations and ability 
of Drogheda Port Company, if and when it is transferred to Louth County Council; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [8973/15]

03/03/2015WRGG03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 604 to 607, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy is aware National Ports Policy states that the shareholding in Drogheda 
Port Company will transfer to local authority control.  My Department is currently finalising 
the Harbours (Amendment) Bill 2015 which will provide the legislative basis to allow for that 
transfer to take place.

Borrowings by a port company are governed by section 23 of the Harbours Act 1996.  The 
section provides the statutory power to allow a port company borrow money, subject to the con-
sent of its shareholders, currently the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport and the Minis-
ter for Public Expenditure and Reform.  However, the actual moneys borrowed are particular to 
the port company in question and are in no way guaranteed by Government.
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Any borrowings by Drogheda Port Company are therefore borrowings by that company and 
the company is responsible for those borrowings. 

The proposed transfer of shareholding has no impact on the status of any borrowing by 
Drogheda Port Company. The corporate entity will continue in existence as it exists today and 
the Company will remain responsible for all its liabilities, including borrowings.

03/03/2015WRGG03500Road Safety

03/03/2015WRGG03600608. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport , in the 
context of the ongoing debate about provision for reduced speed limits within residential hous-
ing estates, if consideration will be given to legislative provision for lower speed limits on mi-
nor public roads with significant levels of residential development, along the lines of the quiet 
lanes initiative in the United Kingdom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8976/15]

03/03/2015WRGG03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Road Traf-
fic Act 2004 established maximum default speed limits that apply to defined categories of roads.  
These limits may, however, be amended by the Elected Members of local authorities by means 
of Special Speed Limit Orders.  Section 9 of the 2004 Act sets out the range of special speed 
limits, including a limit of 30km/h, available to local authorities for that purpose.  In October 
last year, I instructed my officials to issue a Circular (RSD 01/2014) to all local authorities ask-
ing them to review the speed limits in place in residential and local housing estates in their area 
to determine whether or not appropriate speed limits and signage are in place, especially where 
children are at play. 

In particular, the Circular asked that consideration be given to reducing speed limits in 
housing estates to 30km/h and I have made €2 million of additional funding available to local 
authorities in the current year to assist with such measures.  This funding will be allocated to 
local authorities as they submit proposals to implement the lower speed limit and introduce new 
measures. 

I have also committed to make provision in legislation for the application of a 20 km/h 
special speed limit.  This will be addressed in the Road Traffic Bill 2015 and I sent the General 
Scheme of this Bill to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Transport and Communications last 
week. 

I am aware of the Quiet Lanes initiative in the UK which I understand is intended to make 
selected country lanes more attractive for such pursuits as walking, cycling and horse riding 
rather than specifically tackling safety problems on a particular stretch of road.  I also under-
stand that this initiative aims for a maximum 85 percentile speed of 35 miles per hour, that 
is 56 km/h, whereas the initiative which I launched last year is for a lower maximum limit of 
30 km/h and is intended as a substantial step forward in improving safety for pedestrians, and 
particularly children, in housing areas.

03/03/2015WRGG03800Road Projects

03/03/2015WRGG03900609. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the pro-
cedure for selection of the route for the new N6 Galway transport project; the legislation under 
which power has been given to the executive to make the decision, without any vote by the 
elected representatives of Galway City Council and Galway County Council in the route selec-
tion process; the persons who will be making the decision on the preferred route; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [8987/15]

03/03/2015WRGG04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the road authorities concerned.  Under section 17 of the Roads Act 1993 
the NRA has overall responsibility for the planning and supervision of works for the construc-
tion of national roads.  Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual 
projects is a matter in the first instance for the NRA in accordance with section 19 of the Roads 
Act 1993 (as amended). 

Under section 13 of the Roads Act 1993 (as amended), the construction of all national roads 
is the responsibility of road authorities.

It should be noted that the provision of major road projects must be in accordance with local 
authority Development Plans which are determined by the local Elected Members.  Planning 
approvals for major road projects are decided by An Bord Pleanála and ultimately in some case 
by Court decisions.

03/03/2015WRGG04100Roadworthiness Testing

03/03/2015WRGG04200610. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
regarding changes for vehicle testing for vintage tractors and old tractors that are used solely 
for display at vintage rallies and so on and are not operating commercially or on farms; the pro-
posed changes and the costs involved for persons who own these tractors; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [8999/15]

03/03/2015WRGG04300618. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
made a decision on the timeframe for the testing of vintage vehicles, on a 30-year rolling basis, 
and if any qualifying vehicle that is 30 years of age or older would automatically be exempt 
from testing. [9215/15]

03/03/2015WRGG04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 610 and 618 together.

Under the Government’s 2013-2020 Road Safety Strategy, the Road Safety Authority (RSA) 
was tasked with conducting a review of the roadworthiness testing of vintage vehicles to deter-
mine the safety case and cost benefits, if any, for inclusion in roadworthiness testing. 

The RSA has completed this review which included a public consultation exercise that at-
tracted in the region of 2,000 submissions.  The scope of the RSA’s review covered those ve-
hicle types for which roadworthiness testing regimes currently exist namely, passenger cars, 
ambulances, motor caravans, buses, goods vehicles and their trailers.  Vintage agricultural trac-
tors were not within its scope and there are no plans to subject them to compulsory roadworthi-
ness testing.

My Department received the RSA’s review findings and proposals a number of weeks ago.  
They will be examined by my officials with a view to submitting recommendations to me which 
I will consider in due course.

03/03/2015WRHH00150Rural Transport Programme Funding
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03/03/2015WRHH00200611. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the total fund-
ing budget provided by his Department to Bus Éireann in each of the past five years; the per-
centage of such funding in each year allocated for rural transport activities; if there is a com-
mitment that Bus Éireann must provide a social dividend to the communities that it serves 
from such a budget; if so, those who determine such a social dividend; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9033/15]

03/03/2015WRHH00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The issue raised 
is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s ques-
tion to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within ten working days.

03/03/2015WRHH00350Rural Transport Services Provision

03/03/2015WRHH00400612. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views on 
a submission (details supplied) regarding bus routes; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9034/15]

03/03/2015WRHH00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am aware 
of the strong public concern locally about the likely impact of the reduced services as a result 
of the proposed changes to Bus Éireann’s Route 7 services and also JJ Kavanagh’s Route 717 
services.  At the community meeting in Castlecomer on Monday 22nd February, Bus Éireann 
agreed to postpone the changes to its licensed Route 7 services until the summer. 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) is examining what might be an appropriate PSO 
service to put in place if funding was made available.  Funding has not been secured at this 
time but the NTA are preparing the tender documents and plan to procure the services subject 
to funding.  At the above meeting it was decided to set up a working group comprising local 
representatives and members of the local community to explore options for the continuation of 
public transport services in the area.  The NTA and Bus Éireann will actively participate in this 
process.

The NTA has also been contacted concerning changes on the Expressway Route 5 service 
from Waterford.  In view of these changes Bus Éireann plans to extend  Route 4 (Dublin–Water-
ford) to New Ross in order to maintain a link between New Ross and Waterford. Separately, the 
NTA in conjunction with Bus Éireann, is examining options to re-configure existing subvented 
services in the south-east in order to maintain socially necessary services to the affected areas 
following the withdrawal of Route 5.

The Free Travel Pass Scheme comes under the remit of my colleague, An Tánaiste and the 
Minister for Social Protection, Joan Burton, T.D.

03/03/2015WRHH00550Public Transport

03/03/2015WRHH00600613. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will pro-
vide, in tabular form, the number of passengers carried each day of each week for the past three 
years by Bus Éireann on routes (details supplied) from each stated town; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9035/15]

03/03/2015WRHH00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The issue raised 
is a matter for Bus Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for di-
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rect reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working 
days.

03/03/2015WRHH00750Sports Events

03/03/2015WRHH00800614. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on a ban on alcohol sponsorship for sporting events; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9052/15]

03/03/2015WRHH00900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I support the proposals recently approved by Government to reduce alcohol consump-
tion and tackle alcohol misuse. The proposals are outlined in the Heads of the Public Health 
(Alcohol) Bill, published by the Minister for Health on 3 February. They include measures 
relating to pricing, availability, information and marketing of alcohol.

I had previously expressed concerns that a ban on sponsorship of sporting events by the al-
cohol industry would have negative impacts on the development and availability of sport and 
consequently on our efforts to maintain and increase sporting participation at local level.   

The Bill does not propose a ban on alcohol sponsorship of sporting events. It provides for 
the making of regulations governing such sponsorship.  I am happy to support this amended 
proposal.

03/03/2015WRHH00950Road Projects

03/03/2015WRHH01000615. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the rea-
son the original route for the Galway city outer bypass cannot be considered again; if he will 
provide details of the European Court of Justice’s judgment on the reason this route cannot be 
considered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9055/15]

03/03/2015WRHH01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister 
for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in rela-
tion to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual 
road projects, including the N6 Galway City Outer Bypass is a matter for the National Roads 
Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the local authorities 
concerned.

Noting the above, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

03/03/2015WRHH01150Driver Licences

03/03/2015WRHH01200616. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport the way a lost or stolen licence can be reported to the national driver licence service from 
abroad; the reason there is no telephone number to contact the service from abroad on its web-
site; the procedure to be followed when a licence is lost or stolen when abroad; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9127/15]

03/03/2015WRHH01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The operation 
of the National Driver Licensing Service is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Au-
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thority.  I have therefore referred this question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the 
Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.

03/03/2015WRHH01350Legal Costs

03/03/2015WRHH01400617. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
Department or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department use solicitors firms 
(details supplied); the amount paid to these solicitors each year from 2011 to 2014 by his De-
partment or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department; the date until which his 
Department or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of his Department are contracted to use 
these solicitors firms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9202/15]

03/03/2015WRHH01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The details re-
quested by the Deputy regarding my Department can be found on my Department’s website 
at the following link http://www.dttas.ie/corporate/english/expenditure-external-services. The 
awarding of contracts by agencies is a matter for the agencies themselves; I will forward your 
query to the agencies under the remit of my Department for direct reply to you. 

Please contact my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

  Question No. 618 answered with Question No. 610.

03/03/2015WRHH01650Road Projects

03/03/2015WRHH01700619. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the M50; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9230/15]

03/03/2015WRHH01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects, such as the M50 is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads 
Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

A substantial  upgrade of the M50 was completed in 2010. This resulted in the addition of 
a third lane in both directions from the M1 to Sandyford and a fourth auxiliary lane in places 
together with the development of freeflow junctions and the introduction of barrier free tolling.  
This major investment has significantly enhanced the capacity of the motorway.  There are no 
proposals at present for further investment in additional capacity. 

Looking to the future and increased travel demand  as the economy recovers further we will 
need to address congestion across the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) and not just on the M50.  In 
this context I have asked the National Transport Authority, as the agency responsible for stra-
tegic traffic management in the GDA, to work with the NRA and the GDA local authorities to 
prepare a report on congestion and to outline actions and investment that might be required in 
the short, medium and long term. I expect the report to be completed within a few months. 

As operational responsibility for managing traffic on the M50 rests with the NRA, I have 
referred your question to the NRA for further direct reply.  Please advise my private office if 
you do not receive a reply within ten working days.
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03/03/2015WRHH01850Road Traffic Offences

03/03/2015WRHH01900620. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding modified cars; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9238/15]

03/03/2015WRHH02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): While I have no 
proposals to make the use of modified cars illegal, any modification undertaken must comply 
with existing Road Traffic legislation.

It is the responsibility of the owner/driver of a vehicle to ensure that their vehicle is road-
worthy and does not present a danger to any road users. 

The RSA is working to ensure that minimum safety standards apply to any modifications 
carried out on a vehicle and in this regard two initiatives have already emerged.

The NCT Regulations introduced last July require that, where safety critical modifications 
have been made to a vehicle since its last NCT, the owner must present a Modifications Report 
in a particular format completed by the manufacturer or a suitably qualified individual.

The RSA is also engaging with key stakeholders in order to implement a scheme for post 
registration modifications of M1 vehicles (passenger cars) to N1 (goods) vehicles. It is envis-
aged that the scheme will require that each modified vehicle must be checked by an NSAI ap-
proved test centre. It is proposed that this will initially be a pilot scheme and, if successful, may 
be extended to cover other categories of vehicle conversions.

03/03/2015WRHH02050Taxi Regulations

03/03/2015WRHH02100621. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will support changes in regulations and-or legislation to permit the introduction of new special-
ist tourism vehicles in Dublin (details supplied). [9285/15]

03/03/2015WRHH02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The regulation 
of the small public service vehicle (SPSV) sector is the responsibility of the National Transport 
Authority (NTA) under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013. 

Under the 2013 Act the NTA may make regulations for SPSVs and their drivers and may 
set different requirements and conditions in relation to the licensing and operation of different 
categories of SPSVs and their drivers. 

I am advised that the NTA has made a determination against introducing a licensing cat-
egory to cover specialist tourism vehicles that would include the type referred to.

03/03/2015WRHH02225Rural Transport Programme

03/03/2015WRHH02250622. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if there is a 
mechanism for supporting the transport co-ordination units in extending their services for spe-
cific purposes, such as providing transport for persons availing of a cycling tourism business, 
and other opportunities, which the units could pursue on a collaborative basis. [9345/15]

03/03/2015WRHH02275Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Ann 
Phelan): It is the function of Rural Transport Programme (RTP), under which the Transport Co-
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ordination Units manage rural transport services on behalf of the National Transport Authority 
(NTA), to address social exclusion in rural areas arising from unmet public transport needs. 
While it is envisaged that the newly established TCUs will play an important role in embed-
ding integration within transport services planning, primarily by co-ordinating requirements 
for access to employment, health, social and education opportunities, this would not extend to 
providing transport services for commercial tourism businesses.

03/03/2015WRHH02288Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Payments

03/03/2015WRHH02300623. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the number of persons who received compensation in the Barroughter, Cloonmoylan and Ar-
dgraigue bog complexes; the number that are individual plot owners; and if one, or more, fam-
ily members are claiming on the same turf bank. [8891/15]

03/03/2015WRHH02400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Some 80 
applicants from Barroughter Bog special area of conservation have received payments under 
the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme administered by my Department. 5 appli-
cants have received deliveries of turf. 74 applicants have indicated that they are land owners 
or turbary right holders and 11 claim to have been cutting with the consent of a land owner or 
turbary right holder.

74 applicants from Cloonmoylan Bog special area of conservation have received payments 
under this scheme. 2 applicants have received deliveries of turf. 71 applicants have indicated 
that they are land owners or turbary right holders and 5 claim to have been cutting with the 
consent of a land owner or turbary right holder.

21 applicants from Ardgraigue Bog special area of conservation have received payments 
under the scheme. 19 applicants have indicated that they are land owners or turbary right hold-
ers and 2 claim to have been cutting turf with the consent of a land owner or turbary right holder.

These details are summarised in the table.

Cessation of Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme

Raised Bog 
Special Area of 
Conservation

Number  of 
applicants in 
receipt of pay-
ments under the 
scheme

Number of 
applicants in re-
ceipt of deliver-
ies of turf under 
the scheme 

Number of ap-
plicants who 
have indicated 
that they are 
land owners or 
turbary right 
holders

Number of ap-
plicants who 
claim to have 
been cutting turf 
with the consent 
of a land owner 
or turbary right 
holder

Barroughter 
Bog

80 5 74 11

Cloonmoylan 
Bog

74 2 71 5

Ardgraigue Bog 21 0 19 2

Details regarding the familial relationships of people claiming from the same turf bank 
would not be readily available to my Department.
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03/03/2015WRHH02450Legal Costs

03/03/2015WRHH02500624. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if her 
Department or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of her Department use solicitors firms 
(details supplied); the amount paid to these solicitors each year from 2011 to 2014 by her De-
partment or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of her Department; the date until which her 
Department or State bodies or agencies under the aegis of her Department are contracted to use 
these solicitors firms; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9188/15]

03/03/2015WRHH02600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Since its 
establishment on 2 June 2011, my Department has not engaged the firms of solicitors to which 
the Deputy refers and consequently, no payments have been made to them.

With regard to bodies funded from my Department’s Vote Group, the Deputy will appreci-
ate that the matters raised are part of the day-to-day operational responsibilities of the bodies 
in question.  Accordingly, the terms of the Question have been transmitted to the heads of rel-
evant bodies with a request that they provide information, to the extent feasible, directly to the 
Deputy.

03/03/2015WRHH02650Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Applications

03/03/2015WRHH02700625. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if, under the 
terms of the turf cutting compensation scheme, an applicant may continue to cut turf until 2017 
or must cease immediately on payment by her Department, as it may pertain to the case of a per-
son (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9250/15]

03/03/2015WRHH02800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): An ap-
plication for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme from the 
individual referred to in the Deputy’s Question was received by my Department on 18 February 
2015 and has been acknowledged. This application is being assessed and once the assessment 
is completed my Department will be in contact with the applicant.

The Review of Raised Bog Natural Heritage Area Network, published in January 2014, 
which is available to download from my Department’s website, provides detail on future ar-
rangements regarding turf cutting on each of the 75 current raised bog natural heritage areas. 
The Review has concluded that Ireland could more effectively achieve conservation of threat-
ened raised bog habitat through focused protection and restoration of a reconfigured network. 
This will entail the phasing out of turf-cutting on certain natural heritage areas by 1 January 
2017 and the partial or complete de-designation of certain natural heritage areas.

The individual referred to in the Deputy’s Question claims to have been cutting turf on a bog 
in a natural heritage area which is one of the bogs on which turf cutting must cease by 1 January 
2017. Turf cutting may continue on this bog until that date, on plots that had been cut in the five 
year period prior to 14 January 2014. 

To ensure that cutting does not intensify prior to 1 January 2017 owners of plots or turbary 
rights who had cut during the five year period must obtain consent from my Department in ad-
vance of cutting turf on this site from 2014-2016.

The cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme has been extended to this natural heri-
tage area since 2014. Individuals, who had been cutting turf on this site during the 5 year period 
prior to 14 January 2014, may decide to cease turf cutting on the site prior to 1 January 2017 and 
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to enter into the scheme at that time. Once an applicant has entered into the scheme it will no 
longer be possible for the applicant to cut turf on the site or on another site which is remaining 
as a raised bog natural heritage area.

03/03/2015WRHH02850Arts Funding

03/03/2015WRHH02900626. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht her plans to consider the provision of additional funding to that already granted, but 
not drawn down, to a project under Access II (details supplied) in County Offaly; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [9323/15]

03/03/2015WRHH03000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In 2007, 
a capital grant of €2 million was approved in principle for the project referred to in the Deputy’s 
Question.  The offer of the grant was subject to a number of conditions, including a condition 
that my Department’s contribution to the project would not exceed €2 million. There are no ad-
ditional funds available to my Department to increase the level of grant at this time.


