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     Questions Nos. 1 to 23, inclusive, answered orally.

Questions Nos. 24 to 128, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 129 to 137, inclusive, answered orally.

17/02/2015WRA00500GLAS Eligibility

17/02/2015WRA00600138. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
limestone karst and waterlogged soil areas in County Roscommon and in the east of County 
Galway will be defined as water-vulnerable areas under the new green low-carbon agri-envi-
ronment scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6617/15]

17/02/2015WRA00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Vulner-
able Water areas scheduled for support under GLAS have been identified in the first instance 
from maps and advice provided by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), refined on 
the basis of contiguity to the watercourse in question, wet-soil characteristics and presence of 
bovines on the holding in question.  These sites have been mapped on my Department’s new 
online application system for GLAS and will be clearly identified to the applicant’s adviser 
when he or she logs into the system.

GLAS is structured around three tiers.  The Priority Environmental Assets and Actions 
which have been identified as part of the consultation and design process receive priority access 
under Tier 1.  This tier includes farms with High Status water courses.  Farms with Vulnerable 
water courses are the next priority and can access GLAS under Tier 2.  Tier 3 contains a range 
of complementary actions which can be selected by those who have already been approved for 
Tiers 1 or 2, or by farmers who wish to join GLAS but who have no PEAs or cannot take the 
actions required for Tier 2. 

The areas identified by the Deputy include farms with both high-status and vulnerable wa-
ter.

17/02/2015WRA00800Agrifood Sector

17/02/2015WRA00900139. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
impact, to date, of the food sanctions imposed by Russia, and the supports the European Union 
is providing to alleviate the losses to the Irish agriculture sector; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [6684/15]

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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17/02/2015WRA01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): At the time 
of the imposition of the ban, Russia was the second most important destination for agrifood 
exports from the EU, valued at some €12 billion in 2013.  Almost half of this trade is subject to 
the ban.  Across the EU, fruit and vegetables and dairy are the sectors most affected, although 
the loss of such a significant commercial market has had repercussions for the entire EU ag-
riculture sector.  The most immediate effects of the ban have been felt by the Baltic Member 
States and Finland.

In Ireland, the sectors most affected are dairy and pigmeat.  As regards milk, the continuing 
volatility in the global dairy market was already having a significant impact on dairy farmers in 
Ireland and this has been exacerbated by the Russian action.  There are, however, signs of im-
proving sentiment in the dairy market and that global prices will recover as the year progresses.  
As to pigmeat, there has been a substantial fall in producer prices, although this reduction 
comes after a three year high that peaked in the summer of 2014.

The EU Commission has taken a number of measures to support the market, valued at some 
€350 million to date.  These include:

 - Support for market withdrawals, green harvesting and compensation for non-harvesting 
for perishable fruit and vegetables;

 - Introduction of private storage aid for butter and skimmed milk powder, recently extended 
to the end of September 2015;

 - Opening of intervention buying-in for butter and skimmed milk powder, where the closing 
date was extended to December 31st in 2014 and the commencement date advanced to January 
1st in 2015.

 - Introduction of private storage aid for cheese for a short period in September to October 
2014.  The scheme for cheese was discontinued as the uptake was not in the main from Russian 
ban affected countries.

 - Introduction of a direct compensation package to farmers in the Baltic Member States and 
Finland.   

I have maintained pressure on the EU Commission to ensure close monitoring of the situa-
tion and use all of the market tools available to alleviate the impacts.  The availability of private 
storage aid for butter and skimmed milk powder until the end of September next is welcome but 
I would like the Commission to consider the reintroduction of private storage aid for cheese and 
for pigmeat.  Depending on price developments in the sector, I also think that we may need to 
look seriously at intervention buying-in in the dairy sector, to be undertaken at price levels that 
would positively support the market. 

At national level I have impressed on the major banks the need to show flexibility in their 
dealings with farmers experiencing temporary cash flow difficulties in 2015.  Co-ops may have 
a role in mitigating the impact of the global price downturn on their suppliers, and have some 
flexibility, based on agreements secured at EU level, in relation to the phasing of super levy 
bills to farmers.

17/02/2015WRA01100GLAS Establishment

17/02/2015WRA01200140. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to allow all eligible applicants into the green low-carbon agri-environment scheme on a 
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first-come, first-in basis in 2015, in view of the delay in commencing the scheme; if he will 
ensure that farmers will receive a significant payment under the scheme this year and all the 
funds provided under the scheme in the Estimates are paid out; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [6625/15]

17/02/2015WRA01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): GLAS (the 
Green Low-carbon Agri-environment Scheme) is part of a suite of proposed measures under 
the new Rural Development Programme (RDP).  Ireland’s draft RDP for the period 2014-2020 
was submitted to the European Commission for approval in July last year and approval for the 
Scheme is still awaited.  My officials are involved in negotiations with the Commission to ex-
pedite that approval and the Scheme will be opened as soon as possible.

The funding I have secured will accommodate the approval of 25,000 to 30,000 farmers in 
the first tranche of applications. 

I am obliged to respect all regulatory provisions governing the GLAS Scheme and these 
regulations do not allow for applicants to be approved on a “first-come, first-in” basis.  It is a 
regulatory requirement that all applications received before the closing date must be adminis-
tratively checked before any application can be selected for approval into the scheme.  When 
the administrative checks have been completed all valid applications will then be ranked and 
selected based in the first instance on the priority environmental assets attributed to each hold-
ing.  The number of applications submitted will impact on the processing time but it is my 
intention to prioritise this work and notify farmers of the outcome of their applications at the 
earliest possible date.   

As with the introduction of previous agri-environmental schemes, payment in the first year 
of application (2015) will be on a part-year basis, followed by annual payments for a further 
five full calendar years.  I have included a sum of €20m in my Department’s Estimates for 2015 
to cover expenditure on GLAS this year and given the level of interest in the scheme I believe 
this estimate is realistic and that it will be fully utilised.

17/02/2015WRA01400Trade Agreements

17/02/2015WRA01500141. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
Department has assessed the risk of the Irish ban on hormone-treated beef being undermined 
by the transatlantic trade and investment partnership agreement; and his views on the quality of 
food standards in view of the negotiations on the agreement. [6679/15]

17/02/2015WRA01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am very 
supportive of the negotiations for a trade and investment agreement between the EU and the 
United States.  An agreement between the world’s two major trading blocs has the potential to 
enhance growth and increase jobs on both sides of the Atlantic.  Of course we also have some 
red lines in these negotiations.  One of these relates to the EU ban on the use of hormones in 
meat production.  In this regard, I have received repeated assurances from the EU Commission 
that the EU ban on the import of hormone treated meat will not change.

As to the wider issue of food standards in general, the key issue for me is that the principle 
of equivalence will continue to apply so that even where production processes in the EU and 
US are not identical they will provide equivalent guarantees regarding the standards of produc-
tion.  This principle is already enshrined under the World Trade Organisation Agreement and I 
am pleased to report that it is already recognised by both sides in the EU US negotiations as the 
basis for the TTIP agreement.  Equally it is important that both the EU and United States retain 
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the policy space to restrict certain practices and processes on social and ethical grounds. 

We are at a relatively early stage in these negotiations but I am confident that there is suffi-
cient determination and good will on both sides of the Atlantic to secure an agreement that will 
be good for Europe and good for the United States.

17/02/2015WRA01700GLAS Eligibility

17/02/2015WRA01800142. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
limestone karst and waterlogged soil areas will be defined as water-vulnerable areas under the 
new green low-energy agri-environment scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6618/15]

17/02/2015WRA01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Vulner-
able Water areas scheduled for support under GLAS have been identified in the first instance 
from maps and information provided by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), refined 
on the basis of contiguity to the watercourse in question, wet-soil characteristics and presence 
of bovines on the holding in question.  These sites have been mapped on my Department’s new 
online application system for GLAS and will be clearly identified to the applicant’s adviser 
when he or she logs into the system.

GLAS is structured around three tiers.  The Priority Environmental Assets and Actions 
which have been identified as part of the consultation and design process receive priority access 
under Tier 1.  This tier includes farms with High Status water courses.  Farms with Vulnerable 
Water Areas are the next priority and can access GLAS under Tier 2.  Tier 3 contains a range 
of complementary actions which can be selected by those who have already been approved for 
Tiers 1 or 2, or by farmers who wish to join GLAS but who have no PEAs or cannot take the 
actions required for Tier 2. 

Farms in both limestone karst areas and farms with waterlogged soils may qualify for in-
clusion in either Tiers 1 or 2, depending on the status of any watercourses passing through the 
holding and on the presence of bovines.

17/02/2015WRA02000Trade Strategy

17/02/2015WRA02100143. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
negotiations that have taken place to ensure access to the Chinese market for dairy produce 
from Ireland and other states of the European Union on the same basis as New Zealand and 
Australia; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6624/15]

17/02/2015WRA02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The develop-
ment of a dairy and agrifood export market for Irish produce in China has been a priority for me 
since becoming Minister.  I strongly believe that progress to date can only be viewed as very 
positive, with the added bonus of a huge latent potential remaining to be developed on an ongo-
ing basis, as we increase production following quota abolition.

As Minister for Agriculture, I have headed two trade missions to China, with dairy market 
development a significant feature in both. Ireland’s dairy offering resonates with Chinese con-
sumers who place safety, traceability and sustainability at the core of their value proposition.  
Uniquely amongst EU Member States, Irish dairy plants received a 100% approval rating dur-
ing a Chinese Inspection visit in 2014.  As part of my last mission I hosted a highly successful 
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dairy seminar attended by key Chinese buyers and media. 

Australia and New Zealand are traditional suppliers of dairy products to the Chinese market 
and have entered into bilateral agreements with China that involve commitments to remove 
tariffs within specific timeframes, depending on the product sector or subsector.  Additionally, 
both countries are members of the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP), a group of countries that 
includes both China and the United States, who are in the process of negotiating a pluri-lateral 
free trade agreement.  Clearly the outcome of the TPP agreement will set the benchmark for 
future negotiations between the EU and China on market access for dairy products.   

The Irish dairy sector would benefit greatly from such an arrangement.  However, negotia-
tions on Free Trade Agreements come within the remit of EU Commission, based on a mandate 
from the EU Council of Ministers.  It is not within the gift of any individual EU Member State 
to negotiate a bilateral trade deal with China.   

Negotiations for an update of the 1985 Trade and Economic Cooperation agreement be-
tween China and the EU were launched in 2007.  However these negotiations stalled in 2011 
due to divergences between the mandates and expectations of both sides.  Essentially, Member 
States normally pressing for trade liberalisation, found themselves on the defensive regarding 
the access sought by China to the EU market, particularly for the automotive and electronic 
sectors. 

Instead, the decision was taken to focus initially on investment and in late 2013 the Council 
authorised the EU Commission to initiate negotiations for a comprehensive EU-China invest-
ment agreement.  It is unlikely that any serious progress can be made on an updated Trade and 
Economic Cooperation Agreement until the investment agreement is finalised.   

Notwithstanding this, the Irish Dairy sector has made extraordinary strides in China in re-
cent years.  While a large proportion of dairy trade into China from countries such as New 
Zealand can be categorised as bulk commodity, for instance whole and skimmed milk powders, 
Ireland has an evolving focus towards, and competes at, the higher value end of the Chinese 
dairy market.  In the infant formula sector, Irish based products are viewed as super-premium 
brands.  China is now Ireland’s second largest export market for dairy produce, compared to 
13th in 2008.  In total, companies based in Ireland exported almost €400m worth of dairy pro-
duce to China in 2014.  This is an increase from just €104m in 2010 and highlights the huge rate 
of growth in our dairy exports there in a short space of time.

17/02/2015WRA02300Departmental Reports

17/02/2015WRA02400144. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will publish his Department’s internal report into the special investigations unit; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [6619/15]

17/02/2015WRA02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I understand 
that the Deputy is referring to a report arising from a review that I asked to be carried out fol-
lowing a Circuit Court case in November 2013, where the Judge directed that a defendant be 
found not guilty by direction of the court.  In the course of summing up at the end of the case, 
the trial Judge advised that matters surrounding the case should be examined by my Depart-
ment.

I would clarify that this was not a report ‘into the Special Investigation Unit’ per se, but 
rather a detailed examination of the specific court case, its preceding investigation, which was 
carried out jointly by officers of my Department and An Garda Síochána, and the circumstances 
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that led to the premature conclusion of the case. 

The purpose of the review, which resulted in the compilation of the report, was intended 
to be an internal process, specifically to assist my Department understand the reasons for the 
premature ending of the case and to take appropriate remedial action, if such was determined 
to be necessary.  In addition, the fact that the report makes reference to some non-Departmental 
individuals – who were involved in the investigation and the court case, and to whom reference 
was necessary to provide context and completeness to the report - was another factor justifying 
non-publication of the report.   

During the course of 2014 however, access to the report became the subject of a number 
of requests under the Freedom of Information Acts 1997 and 2003.  These requests were con-
sidered in the context of the Acts.  Having consulted relevant third parties as is required by the 
Act, the decision-maker indicated his decision to substantially release the report, (with some 
redactions) taking into account the relevant sections of the Act.  As part of that process, a party 
who is external to my Department appealed the decision to release the report to the Office of the 
Information Commissioner.  That process has not yet concluded. 

If at the end of this process, there are no obstacles to its release, as proposed by the decision-
maker, I will be happy to do so.

17/02/2015WRA02600Trade Agreements

17/02/2015WRA02700145. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if in the context of trade agreement discussions between the European Union and the United 
States of America, he remains satisfied that the interests of the agrifood sector in Ireland and 
in the European Union are adequately provided for and will not become disadvantaged in the 
course of parallel trade negotiations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6651/15]

17/02/2015WRA02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I believe 
that a trade and investment agreement between the European Union and the United States will 
be good for Ireland and good for Europe.  Such an agreement has, in my view, the potential to 
enhance growth and increase jobs on both sides of the Atlantic.

In the agriculture sector, Ireland has substantial offensive interests.  We are keen to increase 
our access to the American market for dairy products, pigmeat, beverages and food ingredients.  
Now that we have gained access to the US beef market, we want to grow that trade by securing 
higher quotas and lower tariffs. 

Of course we have defensive interests as well.  One of these is our beef sector where we are 
mindful of the potential of increased imports of US beef to have a negative effect on the eco-
nomics of EU and Irish beef production, particularly beef from suckler cows.  We must ensure 
that the EU market is not undermined by over-supply.   

We are at a relatively early stage in these negotiations but I am confident that there is suffi-
cient determination and good will on both sides of the Atlantic to secure an agreement that will 
be good for Europe and good for the United States.

17/02/2015WRA02900Agriculture Scheme Administration

17/02/2015WRA03000146. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
response to the recommendation by the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Agriculture, Food and 
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the Marine that the new investigations division in the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine should possess no authority to determine direct farm payments; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6620/15]

17/02/2015WRA03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Single 
Payment to Farmers forms a significant component of farmer income in Ireland.  This EU 
measure recognises the importance of ensuring that sufficient numbers can derive a worthwhile 
livelihood from farming, which in turn helps to ensure food security as well as contributing to 
the overall Irish and EU economies.  There are basic obligations attached to the receipt of the 
Single Payment and in order to ensure the required levels of compliance, checks are carried out 
based on risk.  There is a Division within my Department tasked with the administration of the 
EU Single Payment scheme.  This scheme involves an annual payment made to farmers subject 
to compliance with certain conditions.

Under cross compliance requirements, a farmer receiving direct payments is required to re-
spect the various statutory obligations set down in EU legislation on animal identification, food 
safety, animal health and welfare.  Non-compliances in these areas, detected by any authorised 
officers controlling these areas are cross-reported by these officers to the Division dealing with 
Single Payment.  In all cases, decisions regarding whether a penalty is to be applied, and the 
extent of any such penalty, is purely a matter for the Division dealing with the Single Payment 
Scheme. 

Staff from my Investigations Division, like those in all other Divisions who come across 
non-compliances during the course of inspections or investigations, are obliged to cross-report 
non-compliance to the Division who have responsibility for the Single Payments.  Investigation 
Division staff take no part in deciding the outcome regarding the application of a penalty. 

Ireland enjoys an excellent farming reputation worldwide and this extends to the produc-
tion of top-class food derived from animals kept under well-regulated conditions pertaining to 
identification, traceability, animal health and welfare.  In advance of each annual application 
under the Single Payment Scheme, applicants receive detailed information regarding the con-
ditions that must be met in order to qualify for payment.  Rigorous checks are carried out by 
staff from my Department to ensure that the required standards are being observed.  When non-
compliance is detected, a graded system of penalties may be applied based on extent, severity 
and permanence of the non-compliance.  Furthermore, applicants who receive a penalty under 
the scheme have the right to appeal the decision to the independent Agricultural Appeals Office.  
This provides comfort to applicants that in the event of a penalty being applied, the applicant 
can have the matter re-examined by someone who had no involvement in the earlier determi-
nation.  The success of the Single Payment Scheme relies on a balance between the provision 
of adequate information to applicants facilitating compliance on the one hand, and the perfor-
mance of a fair and reasonable inspection regime verifying compliance on the other.

17/02/2015WRA03200Farm Safety Scheme

17/02/2015WRA03300147. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
there will be a new farm safety scheme in 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6627/15]

17/02/2015WRA03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Farm Safety 
is a critical issue facing farming today and is something that I am seriously concerned about.  
It has been identified as a priority area for investment under TAMS II and it is proposed that 
a new Farm Safety Scheme will be introduced in 2015, subject to EU Commission approval 
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of Ireland’s Rural Development Programme.  The Knowledge Transfer measure proposed un-
der the new RDP will also include a mandatory Farm Safety module as part of its training for 
farmers.  Separately, my Department will be including a Farm Safety Leaflet in the information 
packs being issued to over 130,000 farmers shortly.  The Department will also be using its text 
messaging service to issue safety messages to farmers at critical times of the year.

Statistics show that accidents on farms cause more workplace deaths than all other occupa-
tions combined.  It is important for everyone to continually highlight the need for farmers to 
think safety first in all tasks they perform - simple behavioural changes may be all that it takes 
to save a life. 

The current Farm Safety Scheme which was introduced in October 2014 to take advantage 
of available funds under the old 2007-2013 Rural Development Programme has been designed 
to overcome some of the particular hazards which may be present on farms.  A total of €12.2m 
has been allocated to this scheme and 6,299 applications for aid were received before the final 
closing date in January.  All applications are currently being processed in my Department and 
approvals are being issued as cases are being cleared.

17/02/2015WRA03500Bord na gCon Administration

17/02/2015WRA03600148. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
provide details of the recent loan of €250,000 granted by Bord na gCon to a company (details 
supplied) in County Tipperary, in view of reported debts on the part of both Bord na gCon and 
the company receiving the loan and reports of the company’s inability to pay Bord na gCon’s 
race entry fees; if he will provide details on the decision-making process as regards the granting 
of this loan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6672/15]

17/02/2015WRA03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Bord na gCon 
has statutory responsibility under the Greyhound Industry Acts 1958 and 1993 for the control, 
development and improvement of the greyhound racing industry.

The issue to which the Deputy refers is an operational matter for Bord na gCon.  That 
organisation is specifically empowered under Section 16 (1) of the Greyhound Industry Act, 
1958, to provide loans for the “improvement of greyhound race tracks, authorised coursing 
grounds and the amenities thereof” and for “any other purpose conducive to the improvement 
and development of the industry”.     

I am informed by BNG that financial support in the form of a trading facility in the amount 
of €250,000, was made available by it to the company referred to by the Deputy.  This facility 
was intended to assist the company concerned with the completion of a project with the objec-
tive of furthering the development and promotion of greyhound racing. 

I am advised that the decision to provide this facility was submitted for approval to the 
Board of Bord na gCon, and made after due consideration, in the best interests of greyhound 
racing.

I understand that this facility is part of a continuing trading relationship between Bord na 
gCon and the company concerned.  While the terms of the facility are commercially sensitive, 
I am advised by Bord na gCon that the sum involved is repayable in full.   

Bord na gCon’s income is derived from two sources, turnover from racing facilities and 
financial support provided by my Department from the Horse and Greyhound Racing Fund, un-
der Section 12 of the Horse and Greyhound Racing Act, 2001.  State funding provided from the 
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Fund is pivotal to the survival and continued development of the horse and greyhound racing 
industries.  In accordance with the provisions of the Horse and Greyhound Racing Act, 2001, 
the level of financial support provided to Bord na gCon by my Department is approved by both 
Houses of the Oireachtas.   

Bord na gCon estimate that the greyhound industry employs over 10,300 people and con-
tributes an estimated €500 million in economic output to local economies around the tracks 
which have a wide geographic spread.     

Bord na gCon report that since 2002 over 10 million people have attended greyhound racing 
meetings. 

The funding being provided to the greyhound racing sector helps sustain a long standing 
tradition as the industry is part of the social fabric of our country.  This funding underpins the 
economic activity in what are in many instances, less affluent regions of the country.  It has also 
contributed significantly to the improved facilities now available at greyhound tracks around 
Ireland. 

The Deputy will be aware that my Department published the report compiled by Indecon in-
dependent consultants following their study of certain matters relating to Bord na gCon in July 
2014.  In its report Indecon, inter alia, identified serious financial challenges facing Bord na 
gCon.  In their reply to the Indecon report Bord na gCon have outlined a number of measures to 
address these matters including the disposal of assets, calibration of races at poorly performing 
stadia, maximising income from wagering, sponsorship and possible opportunities for generat-
ing additional income streams at stadia. 

I am confident that Bord na gCon’s commitment to the implementation of the recommenda-
tions of the Indecon Report will significantly improve its overall financial standing and contrib-
ute to the overall development of this very important sector.

17/02/2015WRA03800GLAS Eligibility

17/02/2015WRA03900149. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his Department’s plans to address the difficulties faced by farmers whose lands have been des-
ignated as sanctuaries for protecting the habitat of hen harriers; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [6621/15]

17/02/2015WRA04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): GLAS (the 
Green Low-carbon Agri-environment Scheme) is part of a suite of proposed measures under 
the new Rural Development Programme (RDP).  Ireland’s draft RDP for the period 2014-2020 
was submitted to the European Commission for approval in July last year and approval for the 
Scheme is still awaited.  My officials are involved in negotiations with the Commission to ex-
pedite that approval and the Scheme will be opened as soon as possible.

The draft RDP submitted to the European Commission includes proposals for the support 
of Hen Harrier sites as part of the new agri-environment scheme, GLAS.  Hen Harrier land is a 
Tier One environmental asset and applicants for GLAS whose land has been designated for hen 
harrier will secure priority access to the scheme. 

Discussions are now nearing completion with the European Commission on the GLAS 
scheme and I expect to be in a position to open the scheme in the near future. 

The actual designation of the land, however, is a matter in the first instance for the Minister 
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for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

17/02/2015WRA04100Trade Agreements

17/02/2015WRA04200150. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine in 
view of the prediction by the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation of up to 1 million displaced jobs 
in the European Union due to the proposed transatlantic trade and investment partnership be-
tween the United States of America and the European Union and the danger that the Irish food 
market will be flooded with low-grade, hormone-injected and genetically-modified products 
from the United States of America as a result of such a deal, if he will report to Dáil Éireann on 
a monthly basis on the progress of these negotiations; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5841/15]

17/02/2015WRA04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There is quite 
an amount of misinformation circulating at present about the impacts of the proposed    Trans-
atlantic Trade and Investment Partnership on the European Union and Ireland in particular.  My 
colleague and Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, Richard Bruton, is the lead Irish 
Minister on international trade negotiations but I would like to set the record straight about 
some of the aspects related to agriculture.

One of these relates to the EU ban on the use of hormones in meat production.  In this 
regard, I have received repeated assurances from the EU Commission that the EU ban on the 
import of hormone treated meat will not change.  This is a red line for me and, I know from my 
recent discussions with US Agriculture Secretary, Tom Vilsack, that it is well understood by the 
United States. 

As to the wider issue of food standards, the key issue for me is that the principle of equiva-
lence will continue to apply so that even where production processes in the EU and US are not 
identical they will provide equivalent guarantees regarding the standards of production.  This 
principle is already enshrined under the World Trade Organisation Agreement and I am pleased 
to report that it is recognised by both sides in the EU US negotiations as the basis for the TTIP 
agreement.  Equally it is important that both the EU and United States retain the policy space 
to restrict certain practices and processes on social and ethical grounds.  This is the case for 
genetically modified products where the EU applies a positive but precautionary principle that 
requires formal approval of such products based on a favourable opinion from the European 
Food Safety Authority. 

Finally, regarding your request for regular reports to this House on the progress of these 
negotiations, I already provide updates on a regular basis to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine and will continue to do so.

17/02/2015WRA04400Drugs in Sport

17/02/2015WRA04500151. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 256 of 27 January 2015, if he is satisfied with the current standards 
of drug testing in the greyhound industry, in view of his comments that no confirmed cases of 
stanozolol have been reported in Bord na gCon samples to date, despite reported widespread 
use of this drug in the industry; if he will provide details on the process of testing for this drug; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6673/15]

17/02/2015WRA04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Bord na gCon 
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is the statutory body responsible for the regulation of greyhound racing under the Greyhound 
Industry Act 1958.  It has specific powers conferred on it by the Greyhound Industry (Racing) 
Regulations 2007, S.I. 302 2007, which set out the detailed rules under which greyhound racing 
is conducted.

Bord na gCon has informed my Department that more than 6,000 samples were taken from 
greyhounds that competed at licensed stadia in 2014, for the purpose of detecting prohibited 
substances.  To date 31 samples have been returned as positive, with four samples awaiting final 
confirmation. 

Bord na gCon has stated that all samples analysed are subjected to a range of tests to detect 
a variety of performances enhancing stimulants, substances that act as “stoppers”, substances 
such as Anabolic Steroids (Nandoral and Stanozolol) as well as controlled substances such as 
EPO and cocaine. 

I am informed by Bord na gCon that anabolic steroids such as Stanozolol have been con-
trolled substances for male greyhounds since 1st May 2007 and for females since 1st October 
2014.  Bord na gCon has indicated that since the implementation of these provisions, there have 
been no confirmed cases of Stanozolol reported in samples taken on its behalf.     

In the past year Bord na gCon has significantly augmented its regulatory function with the 
appointment of a Director of Racing Governance and Compliance.  Bord na gCon reports that 
since this appointment, it has undertaken a considerable review of all regulatory functions with 
a view to achieving the highest standards in greyhound racing integrity. 

Standard Operating Procedures for all areas of regulation are being reviewed and revised 
with a view to improving regulatory effectiveness and withstanding any subsequent challenge.  
Bord na gCon notes that within the past year, sample testing at trials and in-competition testing 
within heats has commenced as it has moved to an “intelligence led” approach to deliver more 
effective testing. 

  A new regulatory “Resource Centre” has been established on the Bord na gCon website 
where industry participants can apprise themselves of all developments and requirements con-
cerning greyhound welfare, anti-doping and medication control, rules and guides, reports and 
statistics and licensing arrangements.   

Bord na gCon has also recently completed a public consultation on proposed regulatory 
reform.  In addition, it has launched a Review into Anti-Doping and Medication Control, which 
is being led by Professor Tim Morris (School of Veterinary Medicine & Science, University of 
Nottingham), with a view to advising it on any strengthening of regulatory systems that might 
be required, including in relation to sampling and testing for doping and medication. 

This review, which is on-going, will make recommendations which I expect Bord na gCon 
to take into account in determining whether any amendments are required to legislation, prac-
tices or policies, to ensure both the advancement of the Board’s commitment to the welfare of 
the greyhound and to underpin the integrity of the Irish greyhound industry. 

In addition my Department is reviewing current legislation with a view to identifying any 
changes required to give effect to the recommendations contained in the Indecon report into 
Bord na gCon.

It is clearly in the best interests of the greyhound sector to ensure that its integrity systems 
are robust, and kept under review, in order to maintain effectiveness in line with evolving prac-
tices and technologies.  The Indecon report has made a number of recommendations in relation 
to the processes around the control of prohibited substances.  I am satisfied that Bord na gCon’s 
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commitment to its implementation, together with the review currently underway, will ensure 
that the regime for the control of prohibited substances operates to the very best international 
standards.

17/02/2015WRA04700Animal Welfare

17/02/2015WRA04800152. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on the fact that due to the cancellation of a national coursing meeting in Clonmel, 
County Tipperary, due to weather conditions, hares were kept in unnatural and stressful captiv-
ity overnight at the venue, while awaiting the meeting to recommence; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6664/15]

17/02/2015WRA04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
provisions of the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 the regulation of coursing is chiefly a matter 
for the Irish Coursing Club (ICC), subject to the general control and direction of Bord na gCon, 
which is the statutory body with responsibility for the improvement and development of the 
greyhound industry, greyhound racing and coursing.  The ICC has confirmed to my Depart-
ment that it has systems in place to underpin the welfare of animals participating in coursing 
events.  These include mandatory inspections of hares and coursing venues in advance of the 
commencement of an event. 

The ICC has confirmed that its rules provide for the postponement/cancellation of meetings 
in the event of adverse weather conditions, e.g. snow, frost or waterlogged ground, which may 
impact negatively on the welfare of the hare and/or the greyhound.  The ICC activated this pro-
vision when it postponed the National Meeting scheduled for Monday, February 2nd 2015, to 
Sunday, February 8th 2015, due to unfavourable conditions caused by frost. I am advised that 
the hares received appropriate care and feeding in the intervening period.   

I am advised that the National Meeting commenced with 177 hares and following the com-
pletion of 209 competitive courses, all of the 177 hares were released back to the countryside 
in accordance with the conditions of the Licences granted by the Department of Arts, Heritage 
and the Gaeltacht.   

The ICC has informed my Department that it ensures:

 - Veterinary care is available to the hare at all times. Coursing Clubs employ a veterinary 
surgeon to attend at coursing meetings to administer care as deemed appropriate to any animal 
in need of attention.

 - The health status of all hares is assessed by a veterinary surgeon (appointed by the ICC) 
and a member of the Hare & Field Committee and an ICC Control Steward prior to coursing.

 - A member of the Executive Committee of the ICC oversees each coursing meeting.  This 
person has powers to curtail or abandon a meeting if required.

 - An ICC Control Steward is appointed to each meeting to ensure all rules are adhered to 
by the host club.

 - In the event of a hare being compromised (pinned by muzzled greyhound(s)), a dedicated 
Hare Steward is appointed (2/3 stewards operate to ensure efficient intervention).  The hare is 
examined by the veterinary surgeon and will not be coursed again irrespective of outcome of 
examination
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 - On conclusion of the coursing meeting all hares are released back into the countryside 
under supervision of an ICC steward and a Wildlife Ranger, when available.

 - Wildlife Rangers are officials of the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) and 
these officials attend a number of coursing meetings, including the National Meeting to monitor 
compliance with conditions of the licences issued by the Department of Arts, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht.  These licences facilitate the tagging and capturing of hares for the purpose of hare 
coursing.

 - The conduct of each coursing meeting is monitored to capture relevant information re-
garding the conduct of the meeting as required by the NPWS and the ICC and this data is re-
turned to the NPWS.

The ICC has assured my Department that the measures outlined above underpin the welfare 
of animals participating in coursing events, and were in place throughout the period during 
which the hares were in the care of the ICC for the National Meeting.

17/02/2015WRA05000Drugs in Sport

17/02/2015WRA05100153. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
measures in place to deal with persons or shops who are found to have sold illegal substances 
for use in the greyhound industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6675/15]

17/02/2015WRA05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment’s role in relation to combatting the selling of illegal substances is not limited to the grey-
hound industry but embraces all animal species, with a particular focus on food-producing 
animals in order to protect consumers.  Bord na gCon is the statutory body responsible for 
the regulation of greyhound racing under the Greyhound Industry Act 1958.  In addition Bord 
na gCon has specific statutory powers conferred on it under the Greyhound Industry (Racing) 
Regulations 2007, which relate to the conduct of greyhound racing.

My Department’s regulatory role in relation to veterinary medicines generally, which de-
rives in the main from EU legislation designed to ensure common, scientifically based, high 
standards apply across all member states, is focussed on ensuring that only appropriately li-
censed products are imported into and sold in Ireland in accordance with authorised and li-
censed distribution channels.  The main national legislation governing this area is the European 
Communities (Animal Remedies) (No. 2) Regulations 2007, (SI 786 of 2007).  While this 
legislation applies to animals generally, additional requirements apply to medicines for animals 
entering the food chain, which are designed to protect consumers from either unauthorised 
products, or residues of authorised products in excess of those scientifically found to be safe.   

A significant element of the control regime is a licensing process for those involved in the 
commercial distribution of veterinary medicines at both wholesale and retail levels.  In order 
to obtain a license, applicants must demonstrate that they meet requisite standards in regard to 
storage and record-keeping, particularly to ensure traceability of products through the system. 

Licensed outlets are inspected by my Department’s inspectorate to ensure compliance with 
the conditions of their licenses and with the animal remedies legislation in general.  In addi-
tion, my Department’s Investigations Division investigates any suspected or reported illegal 
activity in relation to the animal remedies regulations.  Breaches of licence conditions or of the 
legislation generally may result in suspension or revocation of the licence and can also include 
prosecution in the Courts. T hose found guilty of offences are liable on conviction in the District 
Court to be fined up to €5,000 and/or a term of imprisonment of up to 6 months, or, if convicted 
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by the Circuit Court, to a fine of up to €500,000 and/or imprisonment up to 3 years.

17/02/2015WRA05300Food Harvest 2020 Strategy

17/02/2015WRA05400154. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which the objectives of Food Harvest 2020 remain attainable, or can be further 
enhanced, having particular regard to developments in the various food sectors in the interim, 
including the opening up of the market to Irish beef and opportunities for the dairy sector in the 
United States of America in the aftermath of the abolition of milk quotas; if he envisages the 
emergence of new targets in such areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6650/15]

17/02/2015WRA05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am con-
fident that the industry developed targets set out in Food Harvest 2020 are attainable and can 
be met.  As the deputy is aware, the main targets in the Food Harvest report are, by 2020, to 
increase the value of:

 - Primary output in the agriculture, fisheries and forestry sector by 33%   

 - Value added production by 40%   

 - Agriculture, food (including seafood) and drink exports by 42%   

In addition, a 50% increase in milk production following the abolition of the milk quotas 
and a 78% increase in the volume of aquaculture production is envisaged.   

Progress on these targets and the 215 recommendations in the Food Harvest report are 
monitored and reviewed on an ongoing basis.  The fourth annual report “Milestones for Success 
2014 ”, published last September, showed that the sector had achieved very significant progress 
on these targets and illustrated, using case studies, the manner in which the Food Harvest 2020 
vision of ‘smart, green, growth’ is being attained.  Furthermore, based on the most recent data, 
the value of primary production has grown by 30%, value-added has increased by 23% and 
exports have grown by 27%, compared to the baseline period.     

The Food Harvest High Level Implementation Committee recognise these achievements 
but we are also aware that we are entering a period of change arising, as the Deputy mentions, 
from the abolition of milk quotas, the opening of new markets including the US market to Irish 
beef and implementation of new operational CAP, CFP and RDP programmes.  To ensure that 
the optimum strategy was in place to capitalise on the challenges and opportunities presented 
for increased growth and expansion, on 25th November last, I embarked on a new 10 year plan-
ning horizon. 

I appointed a 2025 Agri-Food Strategy Committee, chaired by Mr John Moloney, and asked 
this Committee to present to me, by end June 2015, a short report for the development of the 
agrifood sector up to 2025.  This report will focus on the key recommendations and actions 
necessary to ensure that the agrifood sector maximises its contribution to economic growth, 
employment and exports in an environmentally sustainable manner.  I am awaiting the outcome 
of this comprehensive process before deciding what changes, if any, are necessary to our cur-
rent strategy.

17/02/2015WRA05600Fishery Harbour Centres

17/02/2015WRA05700155. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
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he will provide an update on the implementation of the recommendations for fishery harbours 
in the Comptroller and Auditor General’s report entitled Financial Management and Reporting; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6677/15]

17/02/2015WRA05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Comp-
troller and Auditor General published a Special Report on the Financial Management and Re-
porting for Fishery Harbour Centres on 8th July 2014.  While the report noted that improve-
ments had taken place with regard to the Financial Management arrangements at the Fishery 
Harbour Centres, it highlighted areas where further improvements could be achieved.

My Department has accepted the recommendations of the report and work is ongoing to 
implement them.  In addition, my Department attended a meeting of the Committee of Public 
Accounts on 16 October 2014, at which the report was examined.

My Department took responsibility for a number of marine functions, including the fishery 
harbour centres, on 19 October 2007.  Since 2007, and prior to the production of the Comptrol-
ler and Auditor General’s report, a number of reports have been produced by management in the 
relevant division of my Department and by my Department’s internal audit unit, which precipi-
tated a very significant programme of change that has been implemented in the fishery harbour 
centres in the intervening years.  The sea fisheries administration division, based in Clonakilty, 
was reconfigured into four specialist units to target the specific areas of debt management, prop-
erty management, operational management and capital development programmes.  

 Specific measures pursued by the property unit included the establishment of a detailed 
database of the property portfolio, the appointment, following tender, of an outsourced property 
valuation service to carry out legally required rent reviews and new valuations together with the 
establishment of a dedicated legal resource within the Office of the Chief State Solicitor work-
ing exclusively on property issues in the harbours.   

On the financial management front, a new rates and charges order was introduced in 2012.  
The new order modernised the charging regime in the harbours and addressed some anomalies.  

My Department resourced the dedicated debt recovery unit to address the increasing debt 
profile that had developed in the harbours.  Income generated in the harbours increased by in 
excess of €1.2 million in 2013 compared with 2007, an increase of 30%.  Importantly, the age 
profile of debt now suggests, in general, a preponderance of late payers rather than non-payers.  

New systems and procedures were implemented to strengthen the cross-checking of invoic-
ing for services in the harbours.  Staffing resources, which had diminished to unsustainable 
levels, were addressed by the appointment of new harbour masters to vacant posts while also 
assigning at least one clerical support person to each harbour to assist the harbour master and 
provide a separation of financial roles in accordance with best practice.  

Following the resourcing at harbour level, a significant change in the management structure 
of harbours was implemented.  Following the restructuring, each harbour is now managed at 
local level by a Department engineer, who, working with the harbour master and staff in the 
harbour, is responsible for the operational and billing management and development of the 
harbour, while strategic management, debt recovery, audit and executive support are provided 
centrally to all the harbours from the marine unit in the National Seafood Centre, Clonakilty.  A 
fishery harbour centre management committee of senior officials is responsible for integrated 
management on an ongoing basis.  

My Department will continue to implement the recommendations of the Comptroller and 
Auditor General’s report and will take all appropriate steps to build on the improved manage-
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ment structures and procedures at the Harbour Centres.

17/02/2015WRA05900Common Agricultural Policy Reform

17/02/2015WRA06000156. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
regrets the exclusion from the young farmers provisions of the Common Agricultural Policy 
2013-2020 of young farmers who have been farming for more than five years; the reason this 
was not left to national discretion in the regulations; his plans to rectify this issue; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6626/15]

17/02/2015WRA06100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In accor-
dance with the EU Regulations governing the Young Farmer Scheme and National Reserve, a 
young farmer is defined as a farmer aged 40 years or less who commenced their farming activ-
ity no more than five years prior to submitting the Basic Payment Scheme application.  This 
definition of young farmer was agreed by EU Council and Parliament as part of the CAP reform 
agreement of June 2013.

While the Regulation provides that young farmers and new entrants are priority categories 
under the National Reserve, it also provides scope to include an optional provision whereby 
Member States may use the National Reserve to allocate new entitlements or give a top-up on 
the value of existing entitlements for persons who suffer from a ‘Specific Disadvantage’. 

I am conscious that there is a group of young farmers who established their holding in 2008 
and 2009, who comply with the definition of Young Farmer, but who missed out on both the 
Young Farmer Installation Scheme which closed to applications in 2008 and the Young Farmer 
priority category under the National Reserve which includes young farmers who commenced 
since 2010.   

I asked my officials to travel to Brussels to engage with the EU Commission to see whether 
the category of farmers who commenced farming in 2008 or 2009 could be categorised as a 
group who suffer from a ‘specific disadvantage’, and whether it would be possible to facilitate 
application to the National Reserve for such young farmers, under the same conditions that ap-
ply to all other qualifying ‘young farmers’.   

As a result of my direction and with the recent agreement of the Commission, I am glad to 
say that this category can be considered as a ‘group suffering from specific disadvantage’.  The 
positive result of this development is that these young farmers will be eligible to apply under 
the 2nd phase of the National Reserve to be given new entitlements or be given a top-up on the 
value of existing entitlements. 

Applications will be made available in early April 2015.  This is a very welcome outcome 
that I feel will address an anomaly in the system and allow for fair and equal treatment for this 
particular category of young active farmers.

17/02/2015WRA06200Aquaculture Development

17/02/2015WRA06300157. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to create a compensation scheme under European Union maritime funding rules, through 
the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund, to assist mussel producers in west Cork and Kerry 
who have been forced to halt harvesting for most of the winter because of biotoxins in the water 
in order to protect consumer safety and guarantee the highest standards and image abroad for 
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Irish seafoods; if he will recognise the call by the Irish Farmers Association to provide immedi-
ate support to the many family businesses who are facing closure; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [6628/15]

17/02/2015WRA06400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A robust 
shellfish biotoxin monitoring regime is essential in order to protect consumers and safeguard 
the good reputation of the Irish seafood industry.  I am aware that a number of bays in the 
Southwest have experienced temporary suspensions of harvesting over the Winter as the level 
of biotoxins exceeded the regulatory limits.  Such harvesting suspensions are not unusual and 
all aquaculture enterprises will be aware that this is a known business risk in the sector.  How-
ever, I am informed by the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority that the toxicity events in the 
Southwest are abating.  Some of the production areas in Southwest have already re-opened for 
harvesting, and lifting of suspensions in certain other production areas appears to be imminent.

I have received a request from aquaculture industry representatives for a package of com-
pensation for rope mussel farming enterprises affected by harvesting suspensions.  My De-
partment is presently finalising a new Seafood Development Programme under the European 
Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) which will determine how we use the finite resources that 
will be available to us in the coming years in the overall best interests of Ireland and its seafood 
sector as a whole.  I will be publishing a detailed consultation document and Strategic Environ-
mental Assessment for public consultation in the next month or so, with a view to submitting 
the new Programme to the Commission by May this year for its consideration and adoption. 

The EMFF Regulation sets out a legal framework under State Aid rules and the European 
Structural and Investment Funds concerning investment measures that Member States may 
implement in the period up to 2020.  This potentially includes compensation aid to aquaculture 
enterprises for suspended harvests, but there are of course many other worthwhile investment 
possibilities allowed under the EMFF and national choices must be made between competing 
demands.  So, as part of the preparation of the new Programme, my Department has been fol-
lowing a structured process of considering the investment needs of the seafood industry as a 
whole.  Stakeholders have been consulted on this on a number of occasions to date.  This has 
helped shape my initial thoughts on investment priorities and when I publish the consultation 
draft of the Programme shortly, my proposals will become clear.  I will welcome all views at 
that point on the extent to which our resources should be directed towards compensation for 
suspended harvests.

17/02/2015WRA06500Drugs in Sport

17/02/2015WRA06600158. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
shops selling tonics and other legal substances for greyhounds are being monitored to ensure 
that they are only selling substances that comply with Bord na gCon guidelines; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6674/15]

17/02/2015WRA06700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): While my 
Department legislates for and implements a control regime in relation to all veterinary medi-
cines (animal remedies), the focus of this is not specifically aimed at ensuring that products 
comply with Bord na gCon guidelines.  Bord na gCon is the statutory body responsible for 
the regulation of greyhound racing under the Greyhound Industry Act 1958.  In addition Bord 
na gCon has specific statutory powers conferred on it under the Greyhound Industry (Racing) 
Regulations 2007, which relate to the conduct of greyhound racing.

My Department’s regulatory role in relation to veterinary medicines generally, which de-
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rives in the main from EU legislation designed to ensure common, scientifically based, high 
standards apply across all member states, is focussed on ensuring that only appropriately li-
censed products are imported into and sold in Ireland in accordance with authorised and li-
censed distribution channels.  The main national legislation governing this area is the European 
Communities (Animal Remedies) (No. 2) Regulations 2007, (SI 786 of 2007).  While this 
legislation applies to animals generally, additional requirements apply to medicines for animals 
entering the food chain, which are designed to protect consumers from either unauthorised 
products, or residues of authorised products in excess of those scientifically found to be safe.   

A significant element of the control regime is a licensing process for those involved in the 
commercial distribution of veterinary medicines at both wholesale and retail levels.  In order 
to obtain a license, applicants must demonstrate that they meet requisite standards in regard to 
storage and record-keeping, particularly to ensure traceability of products through the system. 

Licensed outlets are inspected by my Department’s inspectorate to ensure compliance with 
the conditions of their licenses and with the animal remedies legislation in general.  In addi-
tion, my Department’s Investigations Division investigates any suspected or reported illegal 
activity in relation to the animal remedies regulations.  Breaches of licence conditions or of the 
legislation generally may result in suspension or revocation of the licence and can also include 
prosecution in the Courts.  Those found guilty of offences are liable on conviction in the District 
Court to be fined up to €5,000 and/or a term of imprisonment of up to 6 months, or, if convicted 
by the Circuit Court, to a fine of up to €500,000 and/or imprisonment up to 3 years.

17/02/2015WRA06800Aquaculture Development

17/02/2015WRA06900159. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he and 
his Department have considered the use of close-containment systems in fish production to 
meet targets in aquaculture, in view of the many advantages of these systems over traditional 
fish farming systems; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6622/15]

17/02/2015WRA07000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): All applica-
tions for aquaculture licences for the cultivation of fin fish are considered by my Department 
in accordance with the provisions of the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act and (in the case of 
marine aquaculture) the 1933 Foreshore Act.

The assessment process takes full account of all National and EU legislative requirements 
and reflects the full scientific, environmental, legal, public policy and engineering aspects of 
each application, including the specific production system proposed in each case.   

It is a matter for each individual applicant to determine the precise production system they 
wish to apply for.  From a licensing perspective my Department does not adopt a predisposition 
in respect of proposed production systems, and assesses each application on its merits and by 
reference to applicable legislation. 

In furtherance of its development role my Department, in conjunction with BIM, keeps a 
constant watching brief on the emergence of any new technologies that show promise for the 
production of commercially viable raw material supplies of seafood.  In that regard I am aware 
that BIM has built up a considerable expertise in the area of Recirculation Aquaculture Sys-
tems (RAS) and is in possession of up to the minute data regarding the state of development of 
this emerging technology.  BIM has recently assisted clients in the production of two separate 
and independent feasibility studies investigating the commercial and technical viability of es-
tablishing land based saltwater salmon production.  These studies indicate that the use of this 
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technology, at its current stage of development would not be commercially viable.  In addition 
the organic status of most Irish producers would be lost.

Ireland has built an enviable market position for its sea reared organically certified farmed 
salmon.  It is regarded as the premium salmon product on the global market and demand far 
exceeds current supply.  If production were to be switched over to RAS reared fish this position 
would be lost and it would be difficult to differentiate our output from fish produced anywhere 
else. 

My Department in conjunction with BIM and the Marine Institute will continue to track 
the development of RAS technology and to support its adoption in circumstances where it is 
appropriate, suitable and holds out the prospect of being commercially viable, such as in the 
production of high-value, low-volume juvenile fish, which can then be ‘finished’ in sea pen sys-
tems.  Other issues such as the cost of electrical energy and the distance to market also impinge 
on considerations around the suitability of the adoption of this kind of production system under 
Irish conditions.

17/02/2015WRA07100Live Register Data

17/02/2015WRA07200160. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Taoiseach if the 2,635 jobseekers who have com-
menced on a Momentum programme in 2014 are included in the Central Statistics Office’s live 
register activation programme figures; the scheme under which they are classified; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6827/15]

17/02/2015WRA07300Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The number 
of people availing of a range of programmes targeted primarily at the long-term unemployed 
(over 12 months) and other welfare recipients (including Lone Parents) is provided for Decem-
ber 2013 and 2014 in the following table.  Participants in the Momentum scheme are included 
in the figures under the Back to Education Allowance (BTEA).  Persons on activation pro-
grammes are not counted as part of the monthly Live Register.

Live Register Activation Programmes 

- December 2013 December 2014 Annual change 
Back to Work Schemes   
Back to Work allowance scheme - 
Employee strand1

11 3 -8

Back to Work Enterprise allowance 
scheme -self employed strand

10,098 11,166 1,068

Short-term Enterprise Allowance2 583 479 -104
Total Back to Work payments  10,692 11,648 956
Other Activation Programmes  
DSP Part-time Job Incentive 312 397 85
TUS - Community Work Placement 
Initiative (2011)  

7,108 7,877 769

JobBridge (2011) 6,483 6,371 -112
Total Other Activation Programmes 13,903 14,645 742
Community Employment Schemes 
(excluding Supervisors)  

22,575 23,249 674
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- December 2013 December 2014 Annual change 
FAS Full Time Training for Unem-
ployed People(3) 

8,996 8,771 -225

Back to Education Courses  
Vocational Training Opportunities 
Scheme (VTOS)4

N/A N/A N/A

Back to Education Allowance 
(BTEA)5

24,996 22,714 -2,282

Total Back to Education Courses  29,996 27,714 -2,282
Total Activation Programmes 86,162 86,027 -135
1 This scheme was closed to new applications from 1st May 2009.

2 This scheme was introduced from 1st May 2009.  It provides immediate support for some-
one in receipt of Jobseekers 

4 VTOS figures are estimated at 5,000 each year.

5 BTEA figures include all schemes but participants from JA & JB are not entitled to BTEA 
during the summer holidays.

 Includes MOMENTUM participants from February 2013.

17/02/2015WRA07400Live Register Data

17/02/2015WRA07500161. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Taoiseach the number of persons in County Monaghan 
and County Cavan who have signed off the live register since 2011; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7134/15]

17/02/2015WRA07600Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Live 
Register series gives a monthly breakdown of the number of people claiming Jobseeker’s Ben-
efit, Jobseeker’s Allowance and other registrants as registered with the Department of Social 
Protection.  Figures are published for each county and local social welfare office.

The most recent Live Register figures available are for January 2015.  Table 1a contains the 
numbers signing on in counties Cavan and Monaghan on the last Friday of each January from 
2010 to 2015.

Table 1b shows the annual change in the numbers signing on in counties Cavan and 
Monaghan on the last Friday of each January from 2011 to 2015.

It should be noted that the Live Register is not a definitive measure of unemployment as it 
includes part-time workers, and seasonal and casual workers entitled to Jobseeker’s Benefit or 
Allowance.

Table 1a Persons on the Live Register in Counties Cavan and Monaghan, January  
2010-January 2015

Jan 2010 Jan 2011 Jan 2012 Jan 2013 Jan 2014 Jan 2015 
Total persons
Cavan 7,352 7,462 7,290 7,049 6,702 5,888
Monaghan 6,562 6,444 6,643 6,533 6,198 5,339
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Table 1b Persons on the Live Register in Counties Cavan and Monaghan, January  
2011-January 2015 - Annual Change

Jan 2011 Jan 2012 Jan 2013 Jan 2014 Jan 2015
Total persons
Cavan 110 -172 -241 -347 -814
Monaghan -118 199 -110 -335 -859
Source: CSO Live Register

17/02/2015WRA07700Mental Health Awareness

17/02/2015WRA07800162. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Taoiseach if he will consider flying the Amber 
Flag from his Department buildings, on a chosen day, in order to raise awareness of the Amber 
Flag Programme, which works to raise awareness of mental health issues within second level 
schools, sports clubs and youth organisations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6438/15]

17/02/2015WRA07900The Taoiseach: The National Flag, the European Union flag and the flags of visiting del-
egations are the only flags that are flown over Government Buildings.  It is not the intention of 
my Department to depart from this long established precedent.

17/02/2015WRA08000Commissions of Investigation

17/02/2015WRA08100163. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Taoiseach when the interim report of the Fennelly 
commission will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6377/15]

17/02/2015WRA08200The Taoiseach: Under its terms of reference, the Commission of Investigation had been 
due to report by the end of 2014, subject to section 6(6) of the Commissions of Investigation 
Act 2004, which provides for an extension of the timeframe for reporting at the Commission’s 
request.  Following a formal request from the Commission, I agreed to extend the timeframe for 
the Commission to report until 31 December 2015.

Following consultation with the Commission, I have also published on my Department’s 
website the Interim Report submitted by the Commission requesting an extension of its time-
frame for reporting.  Submission of such an Interim Report is a requirement under Section 33(3) 
of the Act when an extension of the timeframe for its final report is being requested.  

The Report outlines the work completed to that date by the Commission since its establish-
ment and the work that remains to be done with a view to identifying as accurately as possible 
the time required to complete its task.

As I previously informed the Dáil, I have also requested the Commission to submit a sepa-
rate Interim Report in respect of paragraphs 1 (n) and (o) of its terms of reference provided it is 
satisfied it is feasible and appropriate to do so. 

The submission of any such Interim Report is a matter for the Commission.  If such an in-
terim report is received, it is my intention to publish it as soon as possible afterwards, subject to 
the relevant provisions in the Commissions of Investigation Act.

17/02/2015WRB00150Commissions of Inquiry
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17/02/2015WRB00200164. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he will provide, in tabular form, the 
number of times a draft motion on setting up a commission of inquiry has been circulated to a 
legal firm prior to or after the Government agreeing same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [6630/15]

17/02/2015WRB00300165. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the number of times a draft motion on 
setting up a commission of inquiry has been requested by legal firms to his Department; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [6631/15]

17/02/2015WRB00400166. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the protocol in place in his Department 
to deal with requests from legal firms for draft motions on setting up commissions of inquiry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6632/15]

17/02/2015WRB00500167. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the number of requests he has received 
directly from Members of Dáil Éireann requesting draft motions on setting up a commission of 
inquiry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6633/15]

17/02/2015WRB00600The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 164 to 167, inclusive, together.

The Fennelly Commission of Investigation is the only Commission of Investigation es-
tablished under the Commissions of Investigation Act 2004 for which I have administrative 
responsibility since I became Taoiseach.

Neither my Department nor I received a request for a draft motion or draft terms of refer-
ence for the Fennelly Commission before it was established by the Government from either a 
legal firm or a member of Dáil Éireann.

Similarly, neither my Department nor I provided a draft motion or draft terms of reference 
for the Fennelly Commission before it was established by the Government to either a legal firm 
or a member of Dáil Éireann.

As the Deputy will already be aware from the discussion during Leader’s Questions on 3 
February this year, on 21 November 2014 my Department provided a legal firm with a copy of 
the draft Order to establish the O’Higgins Commission, for which the Minister for Justice and 
Equality has administrative responsibility, after it was approved by the Government on 19 No-
vember 2014.  A copy of my Department’s letter is available on www.merrionstreet.ie.

If the Deputy wants to know the position in relation to any other Commission of Investiga-
tion I suggest that he take the matter up directly with the appropriate Minister with administra-
tive responsibility for the Commission concerned.

17/02/2015WRB00650Jobs Data

17/02/2015WRB00700168. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Taoiseach the number of jobs lost or gained in 
County Kildare in each of the past six years to date. [6559/15]

17/02/2015WRB00800Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The exact 
information requested by the Deputy is not available. The Quarterly National Household Sur-
vey (QNHS) is the official source of estimates of employment in the State. The most recent 
figures available are for Q3 2014. Estimates of employment are produced by NUTS 3 Regions. 
The NUTS 3 Mid-East region includes Kildare, Meath and Wicklow. Due to methodology and 
sample size it is not possible to produce reliable Kildare County estimates from the QNHS.

Table 1a below shows the number of persons aged 15 years and over in employment classi-



17 February 2015

119

fied by NUTS3 Mid-East region in Q3 of each year from 2008 to 2014.

Table 1b shows the annual change in the numbers of persons aged 15 years and over in em-
ployment classified by NUTS3 Mid-East region in Q3 of each year from 2009 to 2014. 

As Table 1a shows the overall stock of persons employed at given points in time, the annual 
changes which are calculated using these stock figures depend both on the number of jobs lost 
and jobs created over the period in question.

The QNHS does not record whether a job is newly created.

Table 1a Persons aged 15 years and over in employment (ILO) classified by NUTS3 
Mid-East region, Q3 2008 - Q3 2014

 ‘000

Q3 08 Q3 09 Q310 Q3 11 Q3 12 Q3 13 Q3 14
In employment 246.8 231.1 228.5 226.6 223.5 216.7 229.6

Data may be subject to sampling or other survey errors, which are greater in respect of 
smaller values or estimates of change.

Source: Quarterly National Household Survey, Central Statistics Office.

Table 1b Persons aged 15 years and over in employment (ILO) classified by NUTS3 
Mid-East region, Q3 2009 - Q3 2014 -Annual change

‘000   

Q3 09 Q3 10 Q3 11 Q3 12 Q3 13 Q3 14
In employment -15.6 -2.6 -1.9 -3.1 -6.9 12.9

Data may be subject to sampling or other survey errors, which are greater in respect of 
smaller values or estimates of change.

Source: Quarterly National Household Survey, Central Statistics Office.

17/02/2015WRB00850Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

17/02/2015WRB00900169. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Taoiseach his plans to meet the new Greek 
Prime Minister, Mr Alexis Tsipras. [6695/15]

17/02/2015WRB01000The Taoiseach: I was pleased to meet with the new Greek Prime Minister, Alexis Tsipras, 
on 12 February in Brussels at the Informal Meeting of EU Heads of State and Government and 
we had a short informal discussion in the margins of that meeting. I congratulated Mr. Tsipras 
on his election as Prime Minister of Greece. I indicated that I would be happy to welcome him 
to Ireland, and to have further discussions about how we worked through and successfully 
emerged from our EU-IMF programme.  I expect to meet Prime Minister Tsipras again at the 
next meeting of the European Council, which is currently scheduled for 19-20 March.

17/02/2015WRB01050National Flag
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17/02/2015WRB01100170. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Taoiseach further to Parliamentary Question No. 173 
of 3 February 2015, the reason the national flag was not flown at half-mast over Government 
Buildings on the occasions of the deaths of the President of Malawi, Mr. Bingu wa Mutharika, 
the Prime Minister of Ethiopia, Mr. Meles Zenawi, and the President of Zambia, Mr. Michael 
Sata, all of whom died in office, as Ireland has close connections with these countries through 
the provision of Irish Aid and through having embassies assigned to them. [6824/15]

17/02/2015WRB01200The Taoiseach: My Department is currently reviewing the policy on arrangements for the 
half masting of the National Flag over Government Buildings.

17/02/2015WRB01250Dáil Reform

17/02/2015WRB01300171. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Taoiseach the number of times Dáil Éireann has 
sat on a Friday since Friday sittings were introduced by the Government; the number of Bills 
introduced during Friday sittings; the number of these Bills that were accepted by the Govern-
ment and their status at present; the number of these Bills voted down by the Government; the 
number of these Bills that have passed all stages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7048/15]

17/02/2015WRB01400Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Dáil Eire-
ann has sat 38 times on a Friday since Friday sittings were introduced by the Government.

The other statistics requested by the Deputy will be forwarded to him as soon as possible.

17/02/2015WRB01450National Postcode System Expenditure

17/02/2015WRB01500172. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Taoiseach the projected cost to his Department of 
converting to using Eircode; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7637/15]

17/02/2015WRB01600The Taoiseach: There are no projected costs to my Department to convert to using Eircode 
other than the cost of including the Eircode on departmental stationery.  My Department has 
been managing its stock of headed stationery since the announcement of the move to Eircode. It 
is envisaged that my Department will be able to order its new stationery, including the Eircode, 
later in the year without bearing any additional cost.

17/02/2015WRB01650Tax and Social Welfare Codes

17/02/2015WRB01700173. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
extra revenue that would accrue to the State if working proprietary company directors were 
categorised as class A for the purpose of pay related social insurance; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [6597/15]

17/02/2015WRB01800174. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
amount of pay related social insurance that has been paid by employers, for proprietary com-
pany directors, in 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015 to 
date. [6598/15]

17/02/2015WRB01900175. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her 
plans on reviewing pay related social insurance payable by proprietary company directors; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [6599/15]
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17/02/2015WRB02000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 173 to 175, inclusive, together.

Prior to the enactment of the Social Welfare and Pensions (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
2013 the practice in my Department had been that company directors holding 50% or more of 
the shareholding of a company were not normally regarded as being in a master/servant rela-
tionship and therefore were deemed to have a contract for services and to be insurable at class 
S (self-employed) and not a contract of service, insurable at class A (employee).

The rationale behind this 50% practice was that a person with such a sizeable shareholding 
in a company could not normally be considered an employee of that company, by virtue of the 
level of control he/she had over the company employing them.

Questions were raised about the correctness of this approach.  It was considered that it was 
not desirable to reclassify approximately 90,000 directors from class S to class A as the change 
would impose a major additional cost on small and medium sized businesses in the depth of a 
recession and would be counter to Government policy.

It was decided therefore to legislate to provide for a legal basis for determining that working 
directors with a shareholding of 50% or greater would be insurable at Class S.  Section 16 of the 
Social Welfare and Pensions (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2013 (No. 20 of 2013) provides 
that the employment of a working director with a shareholding of 50% or more in a company is 
an excepted employment.  In these circumstances the individual is classified as self-employed 
and is liable to pay PRSI at class S.  These working directors are not regarded as being insurable 
as an employed contributor in the company.

This legislation came into effect from 28 June 2013.

The insurable status of working directors who own or control less than 50% of the share-
holding of the company continues to be determined on a case by case basis, taking into consid-
eration the Code of Practice for Determining the Employment or Self-employment Status of 
Individuals.

Annually, only about 450 (0.5%) of the total number of working directors (90,000 approxi-
mately) seek insurability decisions from my Department.  The vast majority of working direc-
tors consider themselves to be class S (self-employed) rather than class A (employee).

Information on the amount of PRSI that has been paid by employers for proprietary (work-
ing) company directors in each of the past ten years is not available and it is not possible to state 
what extra revenue would accrue to the State if working directors were categorised as class A 
for PRSI purposes.

17/02/2015WRB02050Free Travel Scheme

17/02/2015WRB02100176. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
reason for non-payment of moneys to a bus operator (details supplied) who was recently admit-
ted to the free travel scheme for bus service here; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[7079/15]

17/02/2015WRB02200Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Travel operators 
must comply with a number of terms and conditions when entering the free travel scheme.  In 
this regard they must –

- conduct surveys of free travel customers to the Department’s specification;
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- provide copies of their motor insurance policies indemnifying the Department and provid-
ing for public liability; and

- provide copies of the public service vehicle licences for each of the buses being used on 
the service. 

While the company concerned signed its preliminary contract on the 13th November 2014 
for entry into the scheme with effect from the 17th November last, it has not provided the 
documentation referred to above which would enable agreement on the amount to be paid and 
finalisation of the contract.

The company concerned has been notified of these requirements on numerous occasions 
and has also met with officials of the Department to discuss.  In the circumstances, the Deputy 
will appreciate that payment cannot be made until all outstanding documentation has been sub-
mitted and the contract formally concluded.

17/02/2015WRB02250Invalidity Pension Appeals

17/02/2015WRB02300177. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when a 
decision will be made on an appeal in respect of an invalidity pension for a person (details sup-
plied) in County Galway; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6649/15]

17/02/2015WRB02400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Ap-
peals Officer on 3rd February 2015, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on 
the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

17/02/2015WRC00200Social Welfare Fraud Investigations

17/02/2015WRC00300178. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the num-
ber of tip-offs received from members of the public relating to suspected cases of fraud in 2014; 
the number of these that resulted in confirmation of fraudulent activity upon investigation; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [6660/15]

17/02/2015WRC00400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department 
receives reports of possible fraud from members of the public in relation to the operation of its 
schemes and provides both a dedicated phone number and a facility on the Department’s web-
site for this purpose.

All anonymous or confidential reports are examined and, where relevant, are referred to the 
Departments sections and/or to Inspectors for potential follow-up action.  While a payment is 
not suspended or stopped on the basis of an anonymous report, the report may “trigger” a re-
view of a customer’s entitlement.

Centrally, the Department dealt with 21,088 reports of suspected fraud in 2014.  In 14,882 of 
these cases, a report was sent to the relevant area for examination.  In respect of 6,206 reports, 
it was not possible to pursue these further due to either lack of information, no claim being in 
payment or the information reported did not impact on entitlement.
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Detailed statistics on outcomes from these reports are unavailable because anonymous or 
confidential reports of abuse are used merely to “trigger” an investigation. They are not taken 
into account when the review of the customer’s entitlement is being decided.

17/02/2015WRC00500Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

17/02/2015WRC00600179. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when a deci-
sion on a domiciliary allowance review will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Clare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6662/15]

17/02/2015WRC00700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A review of this 
decision was requested on the 29th January 2015 and additional information on this child’s care 
needs has been supplied. The application together with the new information supplied will now 
be re-examined by a deciding officer and a revised decision made, if warranted. The person 
concerned will be notified of the outcome of this review as soon as it is completed.

Question No. 180 withdrawn.

17/02/2015WRC00900Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

17/02/2015WRC01000181. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection her 
views on extending the eligibility of community employment schemes to persons over 60 years 
of age who have been unemployed for up to three years and who are not entitled to a social 
welfare payment, but are signing for credits; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[6691/15]

17/02/2015WRC01100Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Kevin Humphreys): 
The core eligibility criterion for CE is that the person is in receipt of a qualifying social welfare 
payment, as defined on the Department’s website. This requirement is based on Government 
policy and Departmental guidelines and has been the rule since CE commenced in 1994.

At present, persons signing for credits or otherwise ineligible for a social welfare payment, 
do not meet the current eligibility requirements for participation on the CE Scheme. They may, 
however, be eligible for participation on other programmes, although they may not qualify for 
payment of an allowance e.g. SOLAS training courses.

Such persons are advised to contact their local Intreo office where an Employment Services 
Officer will be happy to discuss the employment and training options that are open to them.

Within the current budgetary constraints, the number of places on CE has been maintained 
at 25,300. In delivering these places, the Department will continue to manage this allocation 
in order to maximise progression to the labour market, while at the same time, facilitating the 
support of community services.

17/02/2015WRC01200Fuel Allowance Expenditure

17/02/2015WRC01300182. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the esti-
mated cost of increasing the fuel allowance from €20 to €25 per week; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [6726/15]
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17/02/2015WRC01400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The fuel allowance 
is a payment of €20 per week to low income households to assist them with their energy costs.  
The allowance is paid for 26 weeks from October to April, at cost of approximately €195 mil-
lion in 2015.

Increasing the fuel allowance by 25% would cost approximately €49 million in a full year.

17/02/2015WRC01500Social Welfare Overpayments

17/02/2015WRC01600183. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protec-
tion the options available to a person to challenge an overpayment that has already been paid. 
[6735/15]

17/02/2015WRC01700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): When a revised 
decision on a social welfare entitlement is made, the claimant is notified and given the opportu-
nity to appeal the decision within 21 days.  In deciding whether or not the decision should have 
retrospective effect, deciding officers are required to have regard to the facts relevant to the 
decision on entitlement.  An overpayment is a consequence of a revised decision and is, there-
fore, not the subject of a separate appeal process.  Once the right of appeal has been exercised 
(or not), the Department will then consider the recovery of the overpayment.  At this point, the 
overpayment becomes a debt to the Department.

The Department has a responsibility to ensure that all debts are refunded in full.  People who 
owe a debt to the Department of Social Protection have a liability under law to repay the debt 
(Section 338 of the Social Welfare (Consolidation) Act, 2005 (as amended) refers).  They have 
received money to which they were not entitled.

Question No. 184 withdrawn.

17/02/2015WRC01900Jobseeker’s Allowance Applications

17/02/2015WRC02000185. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
way means of €54 have been assessed against a person (details supplied) in County Kildare in 
respect of the person’s jobseeker’s allowance payment; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [6760/15]

17/02/2015WRC02100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person con-
cerned has means assessed on his jobseeker’s allowance claim based on capital held in the bank.  
He was interviewed by a social welfare inspector last week and was requested to supply docu-
mentation in order to complete a means review. Once received, the review will be completed 
and he will be notified of the outcome as soon as possible.

17/02/2015WRC02200Social Welfare Offices

17/02/2015WRC02300186. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 49 of 24 September 2014, if she will provide an update regard-
ing a dedicated social welfare office in the Lucan area of Dublin for the provision of Intreo 
services; the efforts the Office of Public Works has made; and when this matter will come to a 
satisfactory conclusion. [6761/15]
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17/02/2015WRC02400Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Lucan/Adam-
stown area has been designated by the Department for the provision of Intreo services.  The 
Office of Public Works has been exploring options in both Lucan and Adamstown for an Intreo 
Centre, but given the limited choice of suitably sized and located offices, complex property 
and development issues, and third party interests, this process is taking longer than expected.  
The Department is anxious to see the Intreo service delivered in the area within a reasonable 
timeframe.

17/02/2015WRC02500Carer’s Benefit Appeals

17/02/2015WRC02600187. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when a 
decision will be made on an appeal for a carer’s benefit in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Mayo; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6766/15]

17/02/2015WRC02700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that of-
fice on 30th October 2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant 
Departmental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 2nd 
February 2015 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an 
oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 188 withdrawn.

17/02/2015WRC02900Disability Allowance Appeals

17/02/2015WRC03000189. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when 
a date for an oral hearing to hear an appeal on a disability allowance in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in Dublin 18 will be finalised; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[6803/15]

17/02/2015WRC03100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an 
Appeals Officer who proposes to hold an oral hearing week beginning 23rd March 2015.  The 
person concerned will be notified of the arrangements.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

17/02/2015WRC03200Rent Supplement Scheme Data

17/02/2015WRC03300190. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
she will provide, in tabular form, the number of recipients of rent supplement on 1 April 1989, 
1993, 1996, 1999, 2002, 2005, 2008, 2011, 2013 and 2014. [6808/15]
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17/02/2015WRC03400Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Kevin Humphreys): 
The rent supplement scheme provides support to eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do not have 
accommodation available to them from any other source.  There are over 70,700 rent supple-
ment recipients for which the Government has provided over €298 million for 2015.

End of year statistics on rent supplement recipients since 1996 are provided in a tabular 
statement.  Detailed information for the years 1989 and 1993 is not available.

Tabular Statement

Rent Supplement: Recipient Numbers & Expenditure 1996 to January 2015

Year Recipients at year end
1996 34,700
1997 36,800
1998 40,000
1999 41,873
2000 42,683
2001 45,028
2002 54,213
2003 59,976
2004 57,874
2005 60,176
2006 59,861
2007 59,726
2008 74,038
2009 93,030
2010 97,260
2011 96,803
2012 87,684
2013 79,788
2014 71,533
2015 70,761
At 30th January, 2015

17/02/2015WRC03500Jobseeker’s Benefit Applications

17/02/2015WRC03600191. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if an 
exception will be made in respect of an application for a jobseeker’s allowance from a person 
(details supplied) in Dublin 22, as the reason the claim was closed was due to dockets being 
submitted late, even though her Department was informed that the dockets would not always be 
on time from the employer; if the original claim will be re-opened, or if the new claim will be 
expedited; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6838/15]

17/02/2015WRC03700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The jobseeker’s 
benefit claim of the person concerned is currently closed as there has been no contact with the 
local office since November 2014. The person concerned should call to her local office as soon 
as possible with the relevant documentation in order to reapply for jobseeker’s benefit. Once 
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this process has been completed a decision will issue to the person concerned on any entitle-
ments due.

         Question No. 192 withdrawn.

17/02/2015WRD00250School Meals Programme

17/02/2015WRD00300193. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection 
if she will continue to provide funding towards school lunches in respect of a school (details 
supplied) in County Donegal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6850/15]

17/02/2015WRD00400Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Kevin Humphreys): 
The school meals programme provides funding towards the provision of food services to some 
1,600 schools and organisations which benefits over 207,000 children through two schemes. 
The first is the statutory urban school meals scheme, operated by local authorities and part-
financed by the Department.  The second is the school meals local projects scheme through 
which funding is provided directly to participating schools and local and voluntary community 
groups who run their own school meals projects.  Despite pressure on the social protection 
budget, the Government allocated an additional €2 million for the school meals programme in 
2015, providing a total allocation of €39 million.

The additional €2 million allocated to the school meals programme will be used to increase 
payments to existing schools which are part of the Department of Education and Skill’s initia-
tive for disadvantaged schools ‘Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools’, (DEIS), with 
a focus on the provision of breakfast clubs. The Department is currently considering options 
regarding the allocation of the additional funding. 

The school referred to by the Deputy, is a DEIS school, and has received over €239,725 
in total funding under the school meals local projects scheme since 2005 and was allocated 
funding of €18,146 for the current academic year.  The Department advised the school of the 
allocation for the current academic year in August 2014 which has issued payment by way of 
two instalments, the first issued in August 2014 and the second instalment of €11,089 issued 
recently in January 2015.  

The Department is not aware of the funding situation as advised by the Deputy and will be 
engaging with the school directly.

17/02/2015WRD00450Youth Guarantee

17/02/2015WRD00500194. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
number of jobseekers under 25 years of age in County Louth, who to date have been offered 
and completed a personal progression plan as part of the youth guarantee; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [6853/15]

17/02/2015WRD00600Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): From 1 January 
2014 to 12 January 2015, a total of 342 clients in County Louth completed a Personal Progres-
sion Plan who were under 25 on the date they completed their plan. 

As the completion of a Personal Progression Plan is a unique feature of the INTREO Activa-
tion and Case Management process, this figure does not include clients who availed of employ-
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ment supports outside the INTREO process, e.g. through the Local Employment Services.

17/02/2015WRD00650Social Welfare Appeals Status

17/02/2015WRD00700195. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection when a 
decision will be made on an appeal for a non-contributory State pension in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Galway; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6863/15]

17/02/2015WRD00800Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that of-
fice on 22nd January 2015.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant 
Departmental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 5th 
February 2015 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an 
oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 196 withdrawn.

17/02/2015WRD00950Domiciliary Care Allowance Eligibility

17/02/2015WRD01000197. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
reason a child (details supplied) in County Galway, who was awarded a domiciliary care allow-
ance in 2008, is not now regarded as a qualified child, in view of the fact that the child’s medical 
condition has deteriorated over the years; when the child’s parent will receive a decision on a 
domiciliary care allowance for a second child; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[6921/15]

17/02/2015WRD01100Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person con-
cerned was in receipt of domiciliary care allowance for one child until January 2014 when 
the entitlement ended as the family left the State.  Having returned to reside in Ireland, they 
re-applied for the allowance in respect of this child on the 30th October 2014. The application 
was not allowed as the child was not considered to satisfy the qualifying conditions for the al-
lowance. A letter issued on the 3rd February 2015 advising of the decision.

An application for domiciliary care allowance was also received on the 30th October 2014 
in respect of a second child. The application was not allowed as the child was not considered 
to satisfy the qualifying conditions for the allowance. A letter issued on the 3rd February 2015 
advising of the decision.

In the case of an application which is refused on medical grounds the applicant may sub-
mit additional information and/or ask for the decision to be reviewed or they may appeal the 
decision directly to the Social Welfare Appeals Office within twenty one days.  A request for a 
review of the decision or an appeal of the decision has not been received to date.

17/02/2015WRD01150Carer’s Allowance Appeals
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17/02/2015WRD01200198. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
position regarding an appeal in respect of a carer’s allowance for a person (details supplied) in 
Dublin 13; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6940/15]

17/02/2015WRD01300Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that 
office on 22nd   September 2014.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the 
relevant Departmental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the 
grounds of appeal be sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice on 11th February 2015 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

17/02/2015WRD01350Departmental Investigations

17/02/2015WRD01400199. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 41 of 14 January 2015, if a decision has been made; if so, when 
the decision was made; and the nature of the decision. [6946/15]

17/02/2015WRD01500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As detailed in my 
previous reply, a decision on the insurability of employment was sought on 4th December 2014 
by a number of workers formerly employed on the site referred to by the Deputy.

As part of the process of making a decision on the insurability of an employment, it is nor-
mal practice that a Social Welfare Inspector comprehensively interviews both the worker(s) 
and an appropriate representative of the employer about the nature of the employment and that 
statements are taken separately from both parties.

In the case of all the workers concerned, this has been completed. The employer and their 
representatives were visited on 31st January 2015 and interviewed about the matter. In addition, 
a comprehensive inspection of all relevant site and other records was undertaken. 

The investigators report is finalised and has been referred for a determination on the insur-
ability of employment(s).  The Deputy can be assured that the matter will continue to receive 
immediate attention.

17/02/2015WRD01550Redundancy Payments

17/02/2015WRD01600200. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the ef-
fect parental leave has on calculations for redundancy; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [7001/15]

17/02/2015WRD01700Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Redundancy 
Payments Act 1967, as amended, provides that an absence from work while on parental leave or 
force majeure leave within the meaning of the Parental Leave Act 1998 is an allowable absence. 

The European Union (Parental Leave) Regulations 2013 (S.I. 81/2013) increased the amount 
of parental leave available to each parent per child from 14 to 18 weeks, under the Parental 
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Leave Acts, from 8 March 2013.

An absence from work while on parental leave would not affect the calculation of the statu-
tory redundancy entitlement due to an employee.

Question No. 201 withdrawn.

17/02/2015WRD01850Disability Allowance Appeals

17/02/2015WRD01900202. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if 
she will expedite an appeal for a disability allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kilkenny. [7064/15]

17/02/2015WRD02000Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the 
Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all the evidence 
has allowed the appeal of the person concerned.  The person concerned was notified of the deci-
sion. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Questions Nos. 203 and 204 withdrawn.

17/02/2015WRD02350Youth Unemployment Data

17/02/2015WRD02400205. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide, in tabular form, the statistics for youth unemployment in each county as at 31 Decem-
ber 2014; the number of persons that received a youth guarantee offer in 2014; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [7150/15]

17/02/2015WRD02500Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Kevin Humphreys): 
The Government’s primary strategy to tackle youth unemployment is through policies to create 
the environment for a strong economic recovery by promoting competitiveness and productiv-
ity. Economic recovery will underpin jobs growth and the availability of productive employ-
ment for young people.  This strategy has been succeeding, with an increase of over 80,000 in 
employment over the last two years. 

Reflecting the improvement in the labour market, youth unemployment continues to fall.  
For example the youth unemployment rate in Ireland as estimated by Eurostat was 21.6% in 
December 2014 as compared to 30.8% in December 2011, and under the 25% threshold which 
formed the basis for funding of Youth Guarantee measures under the Youth Employment Ini-
tiative. However, the Government recognises that as the recovery takes hold, there is a need 
for additional measures to ensure that as many as possible of the jobs created are taken up by 
jobseekers and young jobseekers in particular. This is the rationale behind the Government’s 
Pathways to Work strategy and the Youth Guarantee Implementation Plan.

The Youth Guarantee sets a medium-term objective of ensuring that young people receive 
an offer of employment within four months of becoming unemployed. As set out in the Youth 
Guarantee Implementation Plan the Government intends to deliver on this objective by chang-
ing its activation process to ensure that young people benefit from earlier and more frequent 
engagement with case officers, by earmarking places on existing employment and training pro-
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grammes for young people and by introducing some new programmes such as FirstSteps and 
JobPlus Youth. FirstSteps aims to offer young people you are particularly distant from the 
labour market a work experience opportunity with sponsor employers. In line with the Youth 
Guarantee commitment JobsPlus Youth offers employers who recruit a young person under 25 
years of age who was unemployed for four months or more a subsidy of up to €416 per month. 
The duration unemployed threshold for other age cohorts is 12 months. 

The Tánaiste launched FirstSteps and JobsPlus Youth on 4th February and the new process 
for engaging with young people in Intreo centres is currently being deployed; earmarked places 
on schemes such as Momentum were implemented in 2014 and the number of young people 
who accessed these places, including the reserved places is set out in the Table 1.

Table 1 Youth Guarantee Progress to date*

Programme Expected full-year intake 2014 2015 YTD Note
Youthreach/CTC 3,300 3553 CTC starters  end 

Dec -- including 
Youthreach 1800 
persons

JobBridge (includ-
ing developmental 
internship)

5,000 3138 191 As of end January 
2015

Tús 1,000 1410 As of  30th Novem-
ber 2014

JobsPlus 1,500 410 19 As of  end Jan 15- 
U25 estimated as 
14.7% of total start-
ers in 2015 (127)

Momentum 2,000 631 132 As of 5th Feb 2015
BTEA (excl Mo-
mentum)

3,300 2319 As of 14th October 

BTWEA 200 139 Including 5 persons 
on STEA

VTOS 500 672 Estimated U25 un-
employed entrants 

FAS/Solas 9,500 8027 Based on SST, 
Traineeship, Bridg-
ing & LTI starters 
YTD (end Decem-
ber)

CEB youth Entre-
preneurship 

Not yet commenced

Training and Men-
toring supports

700

CEB/MFI micro-
loans for young 
people

150 10 23rd Dec 2014

International Work 
Experience and 
Training

250 Not yet commenced
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Programme Expected full-year intake 2014 2015 YTD Note
Gateway 450 192 30th November 

2014
Community Em-
ployment

500 600 45 End January 2015

Total 28,350 21,101 387 *Excluding where 
figures are not 
available

The official measure of unemployment is sourced from the Quarterly National Household 
Survey (QNHS). It provides a measure of unemployment at national and regional levels, but 
not at the county level.

However, the Live Register, which captures those registering for unemployment benefits 
(but includes those working part-time and in casual work who draw partial unemployment pay-
ments), provides an indication of trends at county level. I have, accordingly, provided in Table 
2 the number of young people on the Live Register in each county as at 31st December 2014, 
with the data for 31st   December 2011 included for comparison. The total was 47,928 in 2014 
and 75,556 in 2011.

Table 2 Young people on the Live Register as at December 2014 and December 2011

Dec-11 Dec-14 Change Dec-11 Dec-14
State 75556 47928 -27628
Carlow County 1316 893 -423
Cavan County 1321 916 -405
Clare County 1631 1111 -520
Cork County 6849 3707 -3142
Donegal County 4334 2828 -1506
Dublin County 18099 11304 -6795
Galway County 3791 2263 -1528
Kerry County 2570 1487 -1083
Kildare County 2903 2115 -788
Kilkenny County 1220 751 -469
Laoighis County 1578 1151 -427
Leitrim County 555 384 -171
Limerick County 3588 2121 -1467
Longford County 936 591 -345
Louth County 3198 2060 -1138
Mayo County 2306 1433 -873
Meath County 1885 1187 -698
Monaghan County 1015 652 -363
North Tipperary 1331 936 -395
Offaly County 1767 1298 -469
Roscommon County 699 438 -261
Sligo County 929 607 -322
South Tipperary 1722 1130 -592
Waterford County 2525 1516 -1009
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Dec-11 Dec-14 Change Dec-11 Dec-14
Westmeath County 1858 1280 -578
Wexford County 3622 2384 -1238
Wicklow County 2008 1385 -623
Source: CSO

17/02/2015WRE00150Jobseeker’s Allowance Data

17/02/2015WRE00200206. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide, in tabular form, the number of recipients of jobseeker’s allowance and jobseeker’s 
benefit in each county on 31 December 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [7152/15]

17/02/2015WRE00300Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Kevin Humphreys): 
The information requested by the Deputy is published annually by my Department in the “Sta-
tistical Information on Social Welfare Services” report. The reports for years 2010 to 2013 are 
available at www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Annual-Statistical-Information-Reports.aspx   or through 
the Oireachtas library. The corresponding data for 2014 are currently being collated by my De-
partment, and will be published in the 2014 report as soon as they are finalised.

17/02/2015WRE00350National Postcode System Expenditure

17/02/2015WRE00400207. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection the 
projected cost to her Department to convert to using Eircode; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [7610/15]

17/02/2015WRE00500Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department of 
Social Protection will be undertaking a phased introduction of postcodes across its systems and 
processes.

The initial phase will be completed in 2015.  To this end, the Project Governance Committee 
of the Department has approved the issue of a supplementary request for tender to a framework 
of approved bidders in order to implement the technical changes required to the IT systems of 
the Department.  The associated costs of this initial phase will be known on completion of this 
technical work.

17/02/2015WRE00550Promissory Notes

17/02/2015WRE00600208. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance further to the statement made 
during questions to An Taoiseach on 27 January 2015 (details supplied), the basis upon which 
the €50 billion figure is arrived at; if he will provide a full breakdown of the figure; the period 
over which the €50 billion changes are calculated; and the actual savings that arise from these 
changes [6823/15]

17/02/2015WRE00700209. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm that there have 
been savings of €50 billion on the promissory note and sovereign bond deal of February 2013; 
if he will provide, in tabular form, and by comparison with the original promissory note sched-
ule, using reasonable assumptions on future interest rates, the way in which, and where, those 
savings have been made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6926/15]
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17/02/2015WRE00800214. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a detailed 
breakdown of the €50 billion debt reduction, he and a number of Ministers have stated the Gov-
ernment has secured, with regard to the renegotiation of the now concluded troika programme 
with Ireland. [6741/15]

17/02/2015WRE00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 208, 
209 and 214 together.

The Government has made significant progress in reducing the burden of the EU/IMF pro-
gramme loans. This is delivering real and tangible savings. 

These savings can be broken down into two elements, cash savings and a reduction in 
our borrowing requirement over a period of time.

In July 2011, the Euro Area Heads of State or Government (HOSG) agreed to reduce the 
cost of the European Financial Stability Facility (EFSF) loans, and similar reductions were 
subsequently agreed for the interest rates on the loans provided by the European Financial 
Stabilisation Mechanism (EFSM) and also by the three bilateral lenders (UK, Sweden and Den-
mark).  It is estimated that the interest rate reductions on the EU funding mechanisms and the 
bilateral loans are worth of the order of €9 billion over the initially envisaged 7 ½ year term of 
these loans.

The reduction in interest rates on our EU and bilateral programme loans in 2011, and more 
recently the early repayment of the IMF loans, mean that we have negotiated real cash savings 
to the exchequer of circa €10 billion.

Also in 2011, the average maturity of the EFSM and the EFSF loans was extended to 12.5 
and 15 years respectively.  

In 2013, EU Finance Ministers agreed in principle to further extend the maximum weighted 
average maturities on our EFSF and EFSM loans by up to 7 years, over and above the extension 
agreed in 2011. This further maturity extension removes a refinancing requirement of some €20 
billion for the Irish State in the years 2015 to 2022.   This extension of maturities has a number 
of significant benefits for Ireland, including smoothing our redemption profile, improving long 
term debt sustainability and it also has a positive impact on the cost of Exchequer borrowing 
through creating further downward pressure on our borrowing costs.  

In February 2013, the Irish Government replaced the Promissory Notes issued to IBRC with 
a series of longer term, non-amortising floating rate Government bonds. The restructuring of 
the IBRC promissory note has reduced the overall borrowing requirement for the State by €20 
billion over the next ten years. Under the previous arrangements, the State was required to bor-
row €3.1 billion annually in order to meet the required cash payments on IBRC’s Promissory 
Notes. As part of the arrangement the Central Bank acquired €25bn of Floating Rate Bonds 
and €3.46bn of 5.4% Treasury Bond maturing in 2025 in replacement of the Promissory Notes. 
Following this exchange the State no longer has to borrow to fund these annual cash payments 
in the coming years. 

The extension of maturities and the promissory note arrangement reduces the State’s bor-
rowing requirement by over €40 billion over the next decade, thus significantly improving the 
viability of the State’s finances.

These measures, and the interest rate reductions, have significantly improved the sustain-
ability of our debt. The success of these efforts is apparent in the strongly improving economy 
and the record low bond yields currently being offered for Irish Government debt.
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17/02/2015WRE00950Primary Medical Certificates Eligibility

17/02/2015WRE01000210. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance his plans to modify the re-
quirements for the primary medical certificate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7007/15]

17/02/2015WRE01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Disabled Drivers and Disabled Pas-
sengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme provides relief from VAT and VRT (up to a certain limit) 
on the purchase of an adapted car for transport of a person with specific severe and permanent 
physical disabilities, repayment of excise duty on fuel, and an exemption from Motor Tax. 

To qualify for the Scheme, an applicant must have a permanent and severe physical disabil-
ity within the terms of the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regu-
lations (S.I. 353 of 1994) and satisfy one of the six qualifying criteria outlined in the Regula-
tions. The Senior Medical Officer for the relevant local Health Service Executive administrative 
area makes a professional clinical determination as to whether an individual applicant satisfies 
the medical criteria. A successful applicant is provided with a Primary Medical Certificate, 
which is required under the Regulations to claim the reliefs provided for in the Regulations. An 
unsuccessful applicant can appeal the decision of the Senior Medical Officer to the Disabled 
Drivers Medical Board of Appeal, which makes a new clinical determination in respect of the 
individual. The Regulations mandate that the Medical Board of Appeal is independent in the 
exercise of its functions to ensure the integrity of its clinical determinations. After six months a 
citizen can reapply if there is a deterioration in their condition.

To qualify for the Scheme an applicant must be in possession of a Primary Medical Cer-
tificate. To qualify for a Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must be permanently and 
severely disabled within the terms of the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Con-
cessions) Regulations 1994 and satisfy one of the following conditions:

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs;

- be wholly without the use of one leg and almost wholly without the use of the other leg 
such that the applicant is severely restricted as to movement of the lower limbs;

- be without both hands or without both arms;

- be without one or both legs;

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost 
wholly without the use of one leg;

- have the medical condition of dwarfism and have serious difficulties of movement of the 
lower limbs. 

The Scheme represents a significant tax expenditure. Between the Vehicle Registration Tax 
and VAT foregone, and the assistance with fuel costs used by members of the Scheme, based on 
provisional figures the Scheme represented a cost of €48.6 million to the Exchequer in 2014, an 
increase of €5.1 million on the 2013 cost. This figure does not include the revenue foregone to 
the Local Government Fund in the respect of the relief from Motor Tax provided to members 
of the Scheme. 

I recognise the important role that the Scheme plays in expanding the mobility of citizens 
with disabilities, and I have managed to maintain the relief at current levels throughout the cri-
sis despite the requirement for significant fiscal consolidation. However, in the still challenging 
fiscal environment and given the scale and scope of the Scheme, I have no plans to expand the 
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medical criteria beyond the six currently provided for in the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Pas-
sengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 1994.

17/02/2015WRE01150Carbon Tax Implementation

17/02/2015WRE01200211. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Finance if he will review the carbon tax, 
in view of the competitive disadvantage suffered by suppliers in the southern Border counties, 
in comparison to their northern counterparts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6655/15]

17/02/2015WRE01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Carbon tax was introduced in Budget 
2010 on a phased basis.  Initially it applied only to transport fuels, then to other liquid fuels such 
as kerosene and agricultural diesel and lastly it was extended to solid fuels in 2013.

In the most recent cross border price comparison, which was carried out by the Revenue 
Commissioners in October 2014, petrol and diesel were significantly cheaper in the south whilst 
home heating oils were a fraction of a cent more expensive in the south.  Petrol was cheaper 
by 18 cent per litre and diesel was cheaper by 31 cent per litre in the south.  Kerosene was 0.15 
cent more expensive per litre and home heating diesel was 0.04 cent more expensive per litre in 
the south.   Coal and peat are not among the products compared as part of this survey.

The application of carbon tax to solid fuels was delayed to allow for the development of 
a robust mechanism to counter the large scale sourcing of coal from Northern Ireland where 
lower sulphur standards apply. The Department of the Environment undertook to provide such 
a robust mechanism in conjunction with the National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI). 
Such a mechanism is in place since June 2011 and the Air Pollution Act (Marketing, Sale, 
Distribution and Burning of Specified Fuels) Regulations 2012 specify the environmental stan-
dards for coal placed on the market and provide the regulatory framework in relation to the 
distribution and sale of coal in the State.

In particular, the Regulations require that all bituminous coal sold and used outside smoky 
coal ban areas for residential use must have a sulphur content of no more than 0.7%, which is 
lower than that in Northern Ireland and therefore bituminous coal supplied to Northern Ireland 
standards for sale on that market may not be sold in the State. Compliance with the Regulations 
is being enforced by local authorities. A verification mechanism, SWiFT 7, has been developed 
by the National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI) for the verification of sulphur content 
in coal. This provides for a robust mechanism to verify the sulphur content of coal to national 
standards. Suppliers who produce and supply solid fuels in contravention of the Regulations are 
subject to investigation and prosecution under the Air Pollution Act by local authorities charged 
with enforcing the regulations and preventing such supply.

Budget 2013 commenced the application of carbon tax to solid fuels but I chose not to intro-
duce the carbon tax on solid fuels until after the 2012/2013 winter period and opted to introduce 
the tax in two phases i.e. €10 per tonne of CO2 from 1st May 2013 and a further €10 per tonne 
of CO2 from 1st May 2014 thus bringing the carbon tax on solid fuels in line with that on all 
other fossil fuels, i.e. at €20 per tonne of CO2.

The introduction of Carbon Tax was about sending a price signal that there is a cost associ-
ated with the consumption of fossil fuels to the detriment of the environment.  In this regard 
solid fuels have the highest carbon content of all fossil fuels.   As a result they are considered 
the dirtiest fuels and given the environmental impact it is important that they are taxed. 



17 February 2015

137

The provisional carbon tax receipts for 2014 are €385.2m. 

Coupled with the long lead in period to the implementation of carbon tax on solid fuels this 
Government has also provided, through the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland, generous 
grants via Better Energy Homes and also provides home energy upgrades free of charge to 
vulnerable households via Better Energy Warmer Homes to reduce dependance on combustion 
of fossil fuels for home heating.  In 2014 the Better Energy programme provided €53m grant 
support towards €118m energy upgrade works.

Accordingly I do not intend to review the rate of carbon tax.

17/02/2015WRE01350Tax Collection

17/02/2015WRE01400212. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update 
on cases of tax evasion, in particular, those cases involving persons who had accounts in the 
HSBC Bank in Switzerland, and who had circumvented tax laws here by not declaring these 
accounts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6688/15]

17/02/2015WRE01500228. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide, in tabular 
form, the amount recovered by the offshore assets group in the Revenue Commissioners in each 
year since it was set up in 2001; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7027/15]

17/02/2015WRE01600229. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the offshore assets group 
in the Revenue Commissioners is conducting a special investigation into the activities of a bank 
(details supplied), in respect of an outstanding tax matter for its Irish resident clients; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7028/15]

17/02/2015WRE01700230. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if any criminal prosecu-
tions have occurred in respect of tax evasion by Irish resident clients of a bank (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7029/15]

17/02/2015WRE01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 212 
and 228 to 230, inclusive, together.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that  the issue of offshore accounts held with 
the HSBC Bank has its origin in information on account holders in Switzerland  which came 
into the possession of the French authorities in December 2009. 

The Revenue Commissioners wrote to the relevant French fiscal authorities in March 2010, 
when they became aware that the French Government may have obtained information in rela-
tion to bank accounts held with HSBC Bank in Geneva.  That communication expressed an 
interest in any such information which related to Irish residents, and requested that the French 
authorities exchange this information under the provisions of the Ireland/France Double Taxa-
tion Agreement and EU Mutual Assistance arrangements.  

On 23 June 2010 the French authorities responded  positively to this request  and provided 
details to Revenue in relation to bank accounts, purported to be held with HSBC Bank, Geneva, 
that had been linked to Irish nationals or to addresses in Ireland.   

To date Revenue has initiated thirty three investigations as a direct result of the data re-
ceived. As a result of these investigations twenty settlement payments were made, of which 
four were made by legal entities.  Overall, the total amount recovered to date as a result of these 
investigations and subsequent settlements is €4,559,371,while a further €174,442 has been re-
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ceived as payments on account in two ongoing investigations.

Where the relevant publication criteria were met, publication appeared three months after 
the end of the quarter in which a settlement was accepted. 

On the basis of the data provided by the French authorities and the subsequent investiga-
tions that were conducted, Revenue also took action, in any case where sufficient admissible 
evidence was available, to bring a criminal prosecution in relation to any identified tax offences.  
To date, three persons have been convicted of such offences and fines ranging from tax €4,000 
to €25,000 have been imposed by the courts.  A further case remains under criminal investiga-
tion.

Revenue’s Offshore Assets Group continues its work to ensure that persons who operate 
offshore account are pursued for any undeclared tax liability arising on both source deposits 
and interest and income arising therefrom.  The yield from its investigations exceeds €1 billion: 
details of the yield for each year since 2001 are given in the following table.

Year € million
2001 €0.03
2002  €1.31
2003 €150.07
2004  €562.00
2005  €83.50 
2006  €55.30
2007  €54.10
2008  €29.00
2009  €18.30
2010  €8.00
2011 €10.59
2012  €12.81
2013  €14.87
2014  €9.21
Total  €1009.09
  These figures  reflect the total monies received by the Offshore Assets Group in the period 

2001 to 2014 and include payments on account in  relation to cases where settlements have not 
yet been finalised.

17/02/2015WRE01850Capital Allowances

17/02/2015WRE01900213. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance if, in the event of a person over 
70 years of age returning to Ireland from the United States of America, there is a cap on the 
capital funds transferred here; if there is a tax liability on same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [6729/15]

17/02/2015WRE02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that there is insufficient information provided to enable a conclusive answer to be given 
as to whether there is a tax liability in respect of the capital funds transferred here.  In general, 
any capital amount transferred into the country by a person who became resident here would 
not be subject to capital gains tax unless the amount was derived from the disposal of certain 
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specified assets, for example, land or buildings situated in this country.  However, that person 
would be liable to income tax in respect of any income arising from any such capital amount 
from the time that he or she became resident in this country. 

I suggest that the enquiry should be directed to the Revenue District  dealing with the tax 
affairs of the person concerned.

Question No. 214 answered with Question No. 208.

17/02/2015WRE02150Mortgage Arrears Proposals

17/02/2015WRE02200215. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his plans to expand the 
mortgage arrears targets resolution programme, to include subprime mortgages; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6743/15]

17/02/2015WRE02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank of Ireland has in-
formed me that it is important to note that there is no such regulated category as “sub-prime 
lender”.  However, Retail Credit Firms are authorised to provide credit, in the form of cash 
loans, directly to individuals (these firms are not licensed to accept deposits).  Some firms au-
thorised in this category are mortgage lenders.  

The Mortgage Arrears Resolution Targets (MART) were introduced in March 2013, as a 
prudential policy measure, to set progressively more demanding quantitative targets for speci-
fied Credit Institutions to process mortgage arrears cases and achieve sustainable outcomes.  
Retail credit firms, which are not authorised to accept deposits, are not subject to the prudential 
standards set out in the Central Bank’s MART.  However, the same consumer protection frame-
work applies to retail credit firms as to other regulated lenders including the Consumer Protec-
tion Code and the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA).  MART targets for 2015 are 
under consideration by the Central Bank.

The CCMA sets out requirements for all mortgage lenders, including Retail Credit Firms, 
dealing with borrowers in arrears or pre-arrears on a mortgage loan which is secured by their  
primary residence (as defined).  It provides a strong consumer protection framework to ensure 
that borrowers struggling to keep up mortgage repayments are treated in a fair and transparent 
manner by their lender and that long term resolution is sought by lenders with each of their 
borrowers.  The full text of the CCMA may be viewed at http://www.centralbank.ie/regula-
tion/processes/consumer-protection-code/Documents/2013%20CCMA.pdf.  The Central Bank 
monitors Retail Credit Firms’ treatment of borrowers under the CCMA. 

A register of all Retail Credit Firms is available on the Central Bank website at the follow-
ing link:

http://registers.centralbank.ie/DownloadsPage.aspx  

17/02/2015WRE02350Departmental Meetings

17/02/2015WRE02400216. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if, further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 27 of 4 February 2015, he will provide details of the meetings he or officials of 
his Department have had in relation to private equity funds; the dates on which these meetings 
took place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6750/15]

17/02/2015WRE02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As stated in my response to Parliamen-
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tary Question No. 27, as part of our broader efforts to encourage inward investment into Ireland 
in the wake of the financial crises, stakeholders across the Irish system, including the banks, 
NAMA, IBRC, the IDA, the NTMA as well as my officials and occasionally myself, do meet 
with investors interested in investing in Ireland including through the acquisition of loan or 
property assets and the establishment of business enterprises in Ireland.  

This has included occasional meetings with representatives of private equity funds who 
have purchased or may be interested in purchasing loans and assets from NAMA and other Irish 
sellers. 

Such discussions do not involve the discussion of specific sales processes or specific assets 
but rather provide these investors with the opportunity to communicate their broader interests 
in and investment proposition regarding Ireland, their plans for further investment and potential 
for local business development and job creation.  They also provide increased visibility regard-
ing Ireland’s relative attractiveness as destination for foreign capital investment. 

The list below sets out meetings with private equity firms interested in NAMA since the 
beginning of 2014 attended by Department of Finance officials.  As previously stated, the topics 
discussed at these meetings would have been varied, ranging from broad interests in investment 
in Ireland to discussions regarding NAMA, IBRC, REIT framework, the construction sector 
and direct lending, among other topics.  In addition, senior officials attend group meetings and 
conferences arranged by investment banks and stockbrokers as well as presenting at confer-
ences.

Firm Meeting Dates
Angelo, Gordon Europe LLP 30-May-14
Apollo 13-Feb-14
Ardstone Capital 30-Oct-14
Broadhaven 09-Sep-14;  24-Oct-14;  09-Jan-15
Canyon Capital 17-Oct-14
Capital International 6-Nov-14
Cardinal Capital 26-Sep-14
CarVal 18-Jun-14
Cerberus 28-Mar-14
Corsair 24-Sep-14;  19-Nov-14
Davidson Kempner 26-Mar-14;  01-Jul-14
Highfield Capital 29-Sep-14
Kildare Partners 13-May-14; 18-Sept-14
King Street Capital 10-Sep-14
KKR 26-Feb-14; 16-Jul-14
Lone Star 23-Jan-14;  28-Jan-14;  08-May-14;  26-

Nov-14
Moore Capital 16-Jan-14
Ping An 11-Feb-15
Soros 30-Oct-14

17/02/2015WRE02550VAT Payments

17/02/2015WRE02600217. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide, in tabular 
form, the amount of value-added tax collected in County Meath from 1996 to 2011. [6775/15]
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17/02/2015WRE02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the estimated receipts for VAT internal relating to businesses based in County 
Meath for the calendar years 2000 to 2011 is as set out in the following table. Information for 
earlier years or equivalent information for VAT on imports is not readily available.

Calendar Year Estimated VAT Internal for County Meath
 €m
2000 97.0
2001 116.5
2002 146.2
2003 172.7
2004 198.6
2005 216.1
2006 258.6
2007 271.0
2008 247.8
2009 184.8
2010 185.3
2011 152.5

The relevant information for VAT receipts on a geographical basis is estimated on the basis 
of “bailiwick” (meaning the jurisdiction or boundaries within which Revenue Sheriffs, County 
Registrars or their officers operate for the purposes of enforcement of tax debt). Bailiwick 
broadly equates geographically with “county”. 

It should be noted that the amount of tax attributed to a county may not necessarily be an 
indication of economic activity in that county.  The liability of a trader to VAT is generally dealt 
with by reference to the location of the trader’s registered office, even though the economic 
activity may be carried on in another county.  The distribution of tax can also vary from year to 
year as businesses move premises.

17/02/2015WRE02750Banking Operations

17/02/2015WRE02800218. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the reason Allied Irish 
Banks, as a State-owned bank, was allowed to increase its variable mortgage prices, when the 
European Central Bank was lowering its rates (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [6845/15]

17/02/2015WRE02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  As the Deputy will be aware the Rela-
tionship Frameworks with the banks provide that the State will not intervene in the day-to-day 
operations of the institutions or their management decisions. These documents are published on 
the Department of Finance website. I must ensure that the banks are run on a commercial, cost 
effective and independent basis to ensure the value of the banks as assets to the State.

Neither the Central Bank nor the Department of Finance has a statutory function in rela-
tion to interest rate decisions made by individual lending institutions at any particular time.  It 
should also be noted that the Relationship Frameworks specifically reference decisions regard-
ing pricing as being commercial decisions for the banks.

By way of background, the Deputy should be aware that in recent years in order to fund its 
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mortgages, AIB and the other banks had to borrow at wholesale and deposit rates which were 
much higher than the prevailing ECB base rate and the banks were unable to pass through ECB 
reductions to customers as they had an obligation to lend at rates that were economically sus-
tainable. 

It is worth noting that as funding conditions and profitability have improved at AIB, this 
pressure has eased. Indeed the bank announced in October 2014 that it was reducing the stan-
dard variable rate for mortgage customers by 0.25% from December 2014.  This change in rates 
was for both new and existing customers.

17/02/2015WRE02950Mortgage Schemes

17/02/2015WRE03000219. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if recourse is open to per-
sons who purchased endowment mortgages a number of years ago, and who feel they were 
mis-sold the product by the financial institution concerned; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [6869/15]

17/02/2015WRE03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Financial Services Ombudsman’s 
Bureau was established under the Central Bank and Financial Services Authority of Ireland 
Act, 2004. The legislation provides for an independent, impartial investigation and resolution 
of disputes between consumers and financial service providers.

This legislation also provides the Financial Services Ombudsman with various powers in 
order to determine jurisdiction on a complaint. Included in this is a statutory timeframe, Section 
57BX (3)(b) provides:

“A consumer is not entitled to make a complaint if the conduct complained of - occurred 
more than 6 years before the complaint is made.”

The legislation prohibits the Financial Services Ombudsman from examining any aspect of 
a complaint where the conduct being complained of occurred more than 6 years from receipt of 
the Complaint in his Office.  The Financial Services Ombudsman has no discretion in relation 
to the 6 years rule.

As the Deputy may be aware, my Department is currently progressing the amalgamation 
of the Offices of both the Financial Services Ombudsman and the Pensions Ombudsman.  A 
Steering Group chaired by my Department with representatives from the Financial Services 
Ombudsman, the Pensions Ombudsman, the Departments of Public Expenditure and Reform 
and Social Protection meets as required to consider the best way to progress the amalgamation.

The question of the timeframe under which complaints can be reviewed is a policy matter 
which will be considered as the legislation to effect the amalgamation is being developed.  I 
am of course mindful of the need to provide the necessary protection to the consumer over the 
longer term.  However, the issues in this regard are complex involving a range of considerations 
including the interface with the Statute of Limitations, existing consumer protection laws, com-
plaints mechanisms and the availability of records.

17/02/2015WRF00150Departmental Legal Cases

17/02/2015WRF00200220. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has set 
aside funds to defend any future legal challenges in relation to the Public Health (Standardised 
Packaging of Tobacco) Bill 2014; if his Department or any Government agency has made an 
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estimate of the likely costs involved in defending such a case; if his Department or any Govern-
ment agency has made an estimate of the possible compensation that might be paid out in the 
event of a successful legal challenge against the legislation; if his attention has been drawn to 
the comments made by the former Minister for Health, Deputy James Reilly, that the tobacco 
industry could sue for the equivalent of our gross domestic product (details supplied), if this 
Bill is enacted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6908/15]

17/02/2015WRF00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Public Health (Standardised Pack-
aging of Tobacco) Bill 2014 and the issues surrounding it are a matter for my colleague the 
Minister for Health in the first instance.

17/02/2015WRF00350Tax Code

17/02/2015WRF00400221. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Finance with regard to the favourite nephew 
or niece clause, under capital acquisitions tax, his views that this unfairly favours nephews over 
nieces, as nephews are more likely to be working on the farm; if a niece who worked within the 
home, caring for their uncle as the uncle’s sole carer, could be considered for such relief, or if 
a clarifying clause could be considered in the future to accommodate such situations; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [6910/15]

17/02/2015WRF00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Capital Acquisitions Tax is the overall 
name for both gift and inheritance tax.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that for the purposes of Capital Acquisitions 
Tax, the relationship between the person who provides the gift or inheritance (i.e. the disponer) 
and the person who receives the gift or inheritance (i.e. the beneficiary) determines the maxi-
mum tax-free threshold known as the Group threshold below which gift or inheritance tax does 
not arise. 

There are, in all, three separate Group tax-free thresholds based on the relationship of the 
beneficiary to the disponer.

Group A: €225,000 - applies where the beneficiary is a child (including adopted child, step-
child and certain foster children) or minor child of a deceased child of the disponer. Parents also 
fall within this threshold where they take an inheritance of an absolute interest from a child.

  Group B: €30,150 - applies where the beneficiary is a brother, sister, a nephew, a niece or 
lineal ancestor or lineal descendant of the disponer.

  Group C: €15,075 -  applies in all other cases.

Any prior gift or inheritance received by a beneficiary since 5 December 1991 from within 
the same Group threshold is aggregated for the purposes of determining whether any tax is pay-
able on the current benefit. Tax at the rate of 33% is payable on any excess received over the 
relevant tax-free threshold.

Ordinarily, a nephew or niece of a disponer is entitled to the Group B tax-free threshold of 
€30,150.

However, a nephew or niece who has worked substantially on a full-time basis for a period 
of five years prior to the gift or inheritance in carrying on, or assisting in the carrying on, the 
trade, business or profession, of the disponer is entitled to the Group A tax-free threshold of 
€225,000 for the purposes of computing the tax payable on any gift or inheritance received by 
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him or her of those business assets. 

This relief is known as favourite nephew or favourite niece relief and applies equally to a 
nephew or a niece who satisfies the conditions for the relief.   

In order for the nephew or niece to be deemed to be working substantially on a full-time 
basis in the business he or she must work at least:

(a) more than 24 hours per week at the place where the business, trade or profession is car-
ried on; or

(b) more than 15 hours per week at the place where the business, trade or profession is car-
ried on exclusively by the disponer, any spouse or civil partner of the disponer and the nephew 
or niece.

This specific relief is targeted at gifts or inheritances of business assets in circumstances 
where the nephew or niece has, by their continued presence on a weekly basis, placed their 
labour and expertise at the disposal of the disponer thereby ensuring that material benefit is con-
ferred on the business. The relief is designed to ensure that, in those circumstances, the higher 
Group A tax-free threshold of €225,000 is available to the deserving nephew or deserving niece.

The relief applies to gifts and inheritances of business assets in the circumstances outlined 
above. I do not consider it appropriate that this relief should be available to a nephew or niece 
who cares for an uncle but who does not fulfil the substantial full-time working in the business 
requirement.

17/02/2015WRF00550Proposed Legislation

17/02/2015WRF00600222. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an up-
date on draft legislation relating to when a regulated financial entity sells its loan book to an 
unregulated entity; his views on concerns raised by the Central Bank of Ireland regarding the 
draft legislation only applying to the credit servicing firms, to which management of these 
mortgages is outsourced, rather than the vulture funds that own them and control key decisions, 
such as interest rates and the treatment of borrowers in arrears; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [6936/15]

17/02/2015WRF00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Consumer Protection (Regulation 
of Credit Servicing Firms) Bill 2015 was published in January and second stage of the Bill was 
taken in the Dáil on 4 February. 

Since then, my officials have been in contact with the Central Bank and with the Office of 
the Attorney General to further progress the legislation. 

It remains my intention to ensure that borrowers whose loans are sold by a regulated entity 
to a currently unregulated entity maintain the same protections as they had prior to the sale. 

The Bill will continue its progress through the legislative process and I look forward to fur-
ther discussion of the Bill at Committee Stage.

17/02/2015WRF00750Tax Credits

17/02/2015WRF00800223. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance the reason a person (details 
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supplied) in County Tipperary does not qualify for the single parent tax allowance. [6997/15]

17/02/2015WRF00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Single Person Child Carer Credit 
(SPCCC) replaced the One Parent Family Tax Credit with effect from 1 January 2014.  The 
SPCCC is available only to the primary carer of the relevant child, subject to certain conditions, 
as set out on Revenue’s website at www.revenue.ie/en/tax/it/credits/single-person-child-carer-
credit.

 I am informed by Revenue that the person concerned has been in direct contact with them. 
Based on the information provided and, in particular, the fact that the person concerned does 
not appear to be the primary carer, he is not entitled to the credit.

17/02/2015WRF00950Mortgage Interest Rates

17/02/2015WRF01000224. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of mortgage 
holders potentially affected by the case which came before the Supreme Court recently, relating 
to customers of the Permanent TSB bank who switched from a tracker rate to a fixed rate and 
were prevented from moving back to a tracker rate when their fixed rate period ended; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7023/15]

17/02/2015WRF01100225. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he expects a lump sum 
compensation payment to be made to customers of the Permanent TSB bank, who switched 
from a tracker rate to a fixed rate and were prevented from moving back to a tracker rate when 
their fixed rate period ended; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7024/15]

17/02/2015WRF01200226. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the rate that will apply to 
customers of the Permanent TSB bank whose tracker mortgage has been restored, following 
the recent Supreme Court case, in circumstances in which their original loan document did not 
prescribe a margin over the European Central Bank rate; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7025/15]

17/02/2015WRF01300227. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if a regulatory sanction will 
be imposed on Permanent TSB for not allowing customers who switched from a tracker rate to a 
fixed rate to move back to a tracker rate when their fixed rate period ended; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7026/15]

17/02/2015WRF01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 224 to 
227, inclusive, together.

I have been informed by permanent tsb (“PTSB”) that it is currently subject to an Enforce-
ment Investigation by the Central Bank in relation to the circumstances in which the bank re-
fused to allow certain customers who had switched from a tracker rate mortgage to a fixed rate 
mortgage for an agreed term to revert to a tracker rate mortgage at the end of that term.  The 
bank based its refusal on the fact that these customers had not completed the agreed term of the 
fixed rate because they had chosen to break that term early in order to avail of lower variable 
rates available at the time.

PTSB has informed me that this Enforcement Investigation is ongoing and the bank is work-
ing with the Central Bank to identify relevant customers, to calculate the loss suffered by these 
customers, to agree an appropriate redress for those customers and to move these customers to 
the appropriate tracker rate.  While this investigation is ongoing it is not possible to state how 
many customers may be included in the exercise or what the total or average level of redress 
may be.  
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The bank has made clear to my officials that it will do everything in its power to expedite 
this matter and ensure that all affected customers are identified and receive appropriate redress.  

I understand that as part of its Enforcement Investigation the Central Bank has the power to 
impose a regulatory sanction on the bank for its conduct in this matter but that is ultimately a 
matter for the Central Bank and it would not be appropriate for me to comment on that.

The bank has also been in contact with the Financial Services Ombudsman (“FSO”) on this 
issue.  The bank has withdrawn an appeal which it had lodged in respect of a High Court deci-
sion in a case between the FSO and the bank.  The High Court found that the bank had acted in 
breach of the Consumer Protection Code on this matter by not specifically warning customers 
who broke the term of their fixed rate that they would lose the right to revert to a tracker rate at 
the end of the fixed rate term.  The bank has also indicated to the FSO that as part of its wider 
review, it wishes to review a number of similar cases which the FSO has received and which 
the FSO has not yet offered an opinion on pending the outcome of the Supreme Court Appeal.

  Questions Nos. 228 to 230, inclusive, answered with Question No. 212.

17/02/2015WRF01550Banking Sector Regulation

17/02/2015WRF01600231. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if Statutory Instrument No. 
47 of 2015 has come into effect; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7030/15]

17/02/2015WRF01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Statutory Instrument No. 47 of 2015 
entitled, “Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Act 2013 (Section 48) (Housing Loan 
Requirements) Regulations 2015”, was signed by the Governor of the Central Bank of Ireland 
on 9 February 2015.  The Regulations were subsequently laid before the Houses of the Oireach-
tas and are now in effect.

17/02/2015WRF01750Insurance Industry Regulation

17/02/2015WRF01800232. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding insurance providers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7078/15]

17/02/2015WRF01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The current legal and regulatory frame-
work for the provision of insurance in the European Economic Area, and the supervision of 
that activity, is prescribed by European Union Law in the Life and Non-Life Insurance Direc-
tives. Following negotiations that were completed at European level in November 2013, a new 
regime known as Solvency II will commence on 1 January 2016.  This will strengthen the EU 
regulatory framework for insurance providers.  The Solvency II EU Directive sets out new 
stronger EU-wide requirements on capital adequacy and risk management for insurers with the 
key aim of increasing policyholder protection.  The most essential features of the Solvency II 
Directive are the introduction of an economic/risk based approach to the measurement of assets 
and liabilities and a much greater focus on qualitative issues such as governance and the role 
of the supervisor.  Capital requirements will be determined by an evaluation of a company’s 
level of risk using a consistent set of measurement principles, resulting in an appropriate level 
of capital for solvency purposes.  This contrasts with the use of a simple set of factors for 
determining capital under Solvency I.  The new regime will also ensure greater cooperation 
between Member State national supervisors. 
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The day to day responsibility for the supervision of the solvency of Irish authorised financial 
institutions is a matter for the Central Bank of Ireland which is statutorily independent in the 
exercise of its regulatory and supervisory functions. Under EU passporting rules, any insurer 
which has been authorised in another EU Member State may trade in Ireland on a freedom of 
services basis. In these cases, the financial position of the insurer is supervised by its home 
regulator rather than by the Central Bank of Ireland. However, the Central Bank is responsible 
for supervising the insurance provider in relation to conduct of business rules i.e. requirements 
under the consumer protection code.  Furthermore, EEA insurance regulators are members of 
the European Insurance and Occupational Pensions Authority and are required to comply with 
the general protocol relating to the sharing of information between the insurance supervisory 
authorities of the member states of the European Union. 

My Department and the Central Bank will in due course be reviewing the overall frame-
work and will report to me on what lessons can be learned and how the framework can be 
strengthened.

17/02/2015WRF01950Tax Data

17/02/2015WRF02000233. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide the effec-
tive tax rates paid by income earners in the €1,001 to €20,000, €20,001 to €32,800, €32,801 
to €50,000, €50,001 to €70,000, €70,001 to €100,000, €100,001 to €125,000, €125,001 to 
€150,000, €150,001 to €175,000, €175,001 to €200,000, €200,001 to €250,000, €250,001 to 
€300,000, €300,001 to €400,000, €400,001 to €500,000, €500,001 to €1,000,000 and €1,000,001 
to €2,000,000 ranges of income. [7088/15]

17/02/2015WRF02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the information requested by the Deputy, estimated by reference to the tax year 
2015, is set out in the following table.

All Income Earners for Income Tax Year 2015

Range of Gross Income € Estimated Effective Income Tax Rate %
1,001 - 20,000 0.61%
20,001 - 32,800 4.47%
32,801 -  50,000 9.69%
50,001 - 70,000 14.95%
70,001 - 100,000 18.69%
100,001 - 125,000 22.17%
125,001 - 150,000 24.27%
150,001 - 175,000 25.68%
175,001  200,000 26.54%
200,001 - 250,000 27.34%
250,001 - 300,000 28.16%
300,001 - 400,000 29.09%
400,001 - 500,000 29.97%
500,001 - 1,000,000 30.76%
1,000,001 - 2,000,000 29.57%

The average effective tax rates are calculated as the percentage of the Income Tax liability 
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to gross income and do not include liability to USC or PRSI. 

These figures are estimates for 2015 from the Revenue tax forecasting model using actual 
data for the year 2012 (the most recent year for which data are available) adjusted as necessary 
for income, self-employment and employment trends in the interim. They are provisional and 
may be revised.

17/02/2015WRG00150EU Funding

17/02/2015WRG00200234. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the projects applied for in the 
€23 billion submission for European Union funding; the criteria for eligibility for these funds; 
the projected timeframe to invest the funds; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[7151/15]

17/02/2015WRG00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I presume that the Deputy is asking 
about the European Fund for Strategic Infrastructure (EFSI) or the so called Juncker plan and 
the link between it and the indicative project list submitted at the end of last year as part of the 
work of the EIB-Commission Task Force on developing an Investment Project pipeline in the 
EU. 

The Irish project list was part of an EU wide request from the Task Force to gauge the 
level of available projects in the period 2015-2017 should investment resources be found.  The 
project list is only a cross section of available projects that could commence between 2015 and 
2017.  The list does not involve prioritisation and does not bestow any special status on the 
projects themselves.  It is still a matter for the Departments concerned to advance any public 
projects on the list or other projects in accordance with the Capital programme and the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform.  

As you may be aware the Commission’s EFSI proposal is to mobilise €315 billion of in-
vestment, mostly from the private sector, over the next 3 years.  Under the EFSI proposal in-
vestments will be made in projects in order to receive a commercial return and funds will not 
be made available as grants.  The EFSI is expected to become operational later this year and 
subject to EFSI’s project selection criteria some of the projects on the Irish list or others could 
be eligible for EFSI investment.  EFSI investments are to be consistent with Union policies and 
to support any of the following general objectives:

 - development of infrastructure, including in the areas of transport, particularly in industrial 
centres; energy, in particular energy interconnections; and digital infrastructure;

 - investment in education and training, health, research and development, information and 
communications technology and innovation;

 - expansion of renewable energy and energy and resource efficiency;

 - infrastructure projects in the environmental, natural resources, urban development and 
social fields;

 - providing financing for SMEs and Midcaps, including working capital financing and risk 
bearing capacity.

17/02/2015WRG00350National Postcode System Expenditure
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17/02/2015WRG00400235. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Finance the projected cost to his De-
partment to convert to using Eircode; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7606/15]

17/02/2015WRG00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Office of the Paymaster General in 
my Department makes occupational pension payments on behalf of the Superannuation Vote 
and a number of other public sector entities.  In that regard, consideration of the implications of 
the move to Eircodes is only at an early stage and there is no estimate of the likely cost, though 
it is not anticipated that it will be significant.  The pension payment function is scheduled to 
transfer from my Department to the new Payroll Shared Service Centre later in 2015.

17/02/2015WRG00550National Monuments

17/02/2015WRG00600236. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will examine the ecclesiastical site at the Chapel, three Beehive huts and burial plots in Church 
Island, Lough Corran Lake, Waterville, County Kerry, as this site has links with the world heri-
tage centre at Skelligs, and Church Island is an Office of Public Works monument; if she will 
arrange to have this site restored and opened as a visitor centre; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [6922/15]

17/02/2015WRG00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Si-
mon Harris): Church Island in Lough Currane, Waterville, Co. Kerry is a National Monument 
in the care of the Commissioners of Public Works.  The site is in the ownership of the State and 
is managed by the Commissioners locally through the National Monuments Depot at Killarney.

Regular conservation and maintenance work is carried out at the Church Island site by Of-
fice of Public Works staff and it is in relatively good order currently.  The site is freely acces-
sible by members of the public and there are no restrictions placed on those who wish to visit.  
While the site is certainly of interest and will continue to be protected and maintained by the 
OPW under the terms of the National Monuments Acts, it is similar to many sites of its type 
around the country.  There are no plans to provide any additional Visitor facilities at Church 
Island in the immediate term.

17/02/2015WRG00750State Bodies Property

17/02/2015WRG00800237. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on a matter (details supplied) regarding Coast Guard houses; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [7003/15]

17/02/2015WRG00900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Simon 
Harris): The tender process for works at Waterville Coastguard Station is nearing completion.  
A contract will be placed on confirmation of funding by the Irish Coastguard Service.

17/02/2015WRG00950Valuation Office

17/02/2015WRG01000238. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
the proposal to remove the non-commercial parts of the premises of sports clubs is expected to 
take effect; and the way sports clubs can apply for a revaluation of their premises under the new 
regulations. [7302/15]

17/02/2015WRG01100240. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform details 
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of the proposals that sports clubs will only be liable to pay commercial rates on the parts of their 
clubhouses which have bars or shops; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6704/15]

17/02/2015WRG01200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 238 and 240 together.

The Valuation (Amendment)(No.2) Bill 2012 is progressing through the Oireachtas.  It had 
its Second Stage reading in the Dáil on 12th February 2015, having been passed by the Seanad 
on 20th November 2014.  I expect that the Bill will proceed to Dáil Committee Stage in early 
March.  

The Government introduced an amendment  in  the Bill to Schedule 4 of the Valuation Act 
2001 on Committee Stage in the Seanad.  This amendment, inserting paragraphs 4A and 4B into 
Schedule 4 of the Valuation Act 2001, is contained in Section 38 of the Bill as passed by the 
Seanad.  If enacted, the change to Schedule 4 will exempt from rates the non-commercial parts 
of Community Sports premises. 

After enactment, the Commissioner of Valuation, who is independent in the performance of 
his duties, will put appropriate procedures in place to make the changes to the valuation lists for 
local authority areas to reflect an amended Schedule 4.  His office may need to contact sports 
clubs to complete this task. 

17/02/2015WRG01250Departmental Expenditure

17/02/2015WRG01300239. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
projected cost to his Department to convert to using Eircode. [6656/15]

17/02/2015WRG01400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response 
to the Deputy’s question I can confirm that consideration of the implications of the move to 
Eircodes is only at an early stage and there is no estimate of the likely cost, though it is not 
anticipated that it will be significant. 

Question No. 240 answered with Question No. 238.

17/02/2015WRG01550International Agreements

17/02/2015WRG01600241. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if any of his officials or Departmental consultants have legal and / or policy expertise in the 
area of the implications for public spending of Ireland’s international treaty obligations; if so, 
if he will provide, in tabular form, the date, subject matter and mode of communications, he 
has had with these experts since 2011, including specifically, whether he has taken any advice 
with respect to the implications for his Department of the binding legal obligations under the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; if not, if he has had commu-
nications with, or taken advice from, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade with respect 
to these issues; if so, if he will provide, in tabular form, the date, subject matter and mode of 
these communications and advices since 2011; if not, if it has been previously brought to his 
attention, from any source, that certain treaty provisions, under the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, have binding legal implications for the spending deci-
sions for which he and his Departmental officials are responsible; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [6905/15]

17/02/2015WRG01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): At the outset I 
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would like to set out for the Deputy the process which is followed in relation to entering into in-
ternational legal agreements.  Prior to the State entering into any international legal agreement, 
the relevant Departments give careful consideration to the domestic implications of becoming a 
party to such an agreement.  Consideration is given to whether or not it is compatible with the 
Constitution to become a party to any particular agreement, whether there is a need to amend 
domestic legislation or to put in place any administrative arrangements in order to facilitate 
the State complying with any such agreement, and the nature of any cost or financial implica-
tions that may arise for the State from becoming a party to any such agreement.  This process 
involves consultation among all relevant Departments and the Office of the Attorney General 
and is co-ordinated by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.  Any decision for the State 
to become a party to any international agreement is then a matter for the Government and it 
is advised of all the aforementioned matters prior to making a decision.  Article 29.5.2 of the 
Constitution provides that the State shall not be bound by any international agreement involv-
ing a charge upon public funds unless the terms of the agreement shall have been approved by 
Dáil Éireann. 

It is the responsibility of each Minister and their Departments to manage expenditure within 
their agreed allocations and in this context it is a matter for individual Departments to ensure 
that spending is allocated to programmes and policy areas to meet any contractual and legal 
obligations as appropriate. I am confident that officials in my Department, working with their 
colleagues across the Civil Service and wider Public Service, possess the necessary expertise to 
ensure that the allocation and expenditure of resources takes account of Ireland’s international 
treaty obligations.  

The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) was ad-
opted by the United Nations General Assembly on 16 December 1966, and entered into force 
on 3 January 1976.  Ireland signed the ICESCR on 1 October 1973 and was ratified by Ireland 
on 8 December 1989.  I am advised that an inter Departmental progress consultation on the 
ICESR is currently underway. The Covenant provides for progressive realisation of rights and 
acknowledges the constraints due to the limits of available resources. 

The Government is committed to ensuring the progressive implementation of economic, 
social and cultural rights both within Ireland and in the context of international cooperation. 
The Government ensures that the State’s obligations to implement the Covenant in Ireland are 
met through policies aimed at improving the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights 
including policies aimed at tackling poverty and social exclusion.

17/02/2015WRG01750Public Procurement Contracts

17/02/2015WRG01800242. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Re-
form the scope of all legal or regulatory protections, currently in place, to protect the position 
of sub-contractors engaged in public funded projects; if he or any other Minister, as appropriate, 
has plans to strengthen these protections, including the debarment of main contractors from all 
public funded project tendering, when found in serious breach of their responsibilities to a sub-
contractor or sub-contractors they engage, and initially for a specified period of time; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7018/15]

17/02/2015WRG01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Public pro-
curement procedures require all applicants to meet certain standards when applying for public 
contracts.  In this regard at tender stage applicants must sign a declaration in relation to their 
financial standing, their legal standing, their payment of taxes and social contributions; and a 
statement that none of the circumstances for exclusion apply.  The criteria upon which contract-
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ing authorities may exclude applicants from the award procedure of public contracts are set out 
in public procurement regulations and directives.  Before an applicant, in relation to certain 
breaches is excluded, the applicant may make a case and provide supporting evidence as to why 
it should not be excluded.  The contracting authority must consider this evidence before decid-
ing whether to exclude or include an applicant.

In order to be considered for the award of contracts, applicants must pre-qualify by meeting 
criteria which are designed to assess their competence and capacity to perform the contract.  
Those who do not meet minimum criteria are excluded from further participation in a tender 
competition.  When invoking the grounds for exclusion it is important that a contracting author-
ity has evidence of a sufficiently robust nature to withstand any challenge to that decision.  For 
example in the case of non-payment which is the result of insolvency of a contractor then the 
insolvent entity may be excluded on the basis of their insolvency.  If the issue is one of a re-
fusal to pay and solvency is not in question then, in the absence of a binding decision or a court 
judgement regarding that non-payment, the contracting authority is not in a position to exclude 
since there may be a valid reason for the non-payment.

As the Deputy is aware the Government approved the delegation of responsibility for imple-
mentation of the Construction Contracts Act 2013 to the Minister of State for Business and 
Employment at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, Mr Gerald Nash T.D., in 
November 2014.  The enactment of the Construction Contracts Act 2013 marked a significant 
step towards the Programme for Government commitment to introduce new robust legislation 
to protect small building subcontractors that have been denied payments from bigger compa-
nies.  The legislation when implemented will provide new minimum contractual provisions 
concerning payment arrangements between the parties to a construction contract.  Where pay-
ment disputes do arise between the parties to a construction contract, either party will have the 
right to refer the payment dispute to adjudication.  I understand that work is continuing on the 
preparations for the full implementation of the Act and a specific date for its implementation 
will be announced in advance once the necessary arrangements have been finalised, in order to 
provide sufficient notice to those affected by the Act’s provisions.

17/02/2015WRG01950National Lottery Funding Disbursement

17/02/2015WRG02000243. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will provide details of national lottery grants that are administered by his Department or 
by other Government Departments or agencies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7097/15]

17/02/2015WRG02100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The surplus 
generated by the National Lottery for good causes is transferred annually to the Exchequer and 
is applied to part-fund the Exchequer allocations to a specified range of expenditure subheads 
across various Votes.  

The amount transferred to the Exchequer from the National Lottery surplus, together with 
details of the total Exchequer allocations to the relevant Lottery supported subheads, is pub-
lished each year in Appendix 1 of the annual Revised Estimates for Public Services (REV).  
This gives a breakdown of allocations by Department and programme.  

The provisional outturns for National Lottery supported subheads for 2014 and estimates 
for 2015 are set out in Appendix 1 of the 2015 REV.   A copy of this Appendix follows for your 
information.  
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My Department’s Vote does not include any subheads that are part funded by the Lottery.

Appendix  1

EXPENDITURE PART-FUNDED BY THE NATIONAL LOTTERY *

2014  
Estimate

2015  
Estimate

Vote/Subhead Current Capital Total Current Capital Total
€000 €000 €000 €000 €000 €000

24. Justice and 
Equality

D.14 -   Payments to 
the Promot-
ers of Certain 
Charitable 
Lotteries      ....

2,000 - 2,000 1,000 - 1,000

2,000 - 2,000 1,000 - 1,000
26. Education 
and Skills

C.15.2 
-   

Grant for Gen-
eral Expenses 
of Cultural, 
Scientific and
 Educational 
Organisations    
....

133 - 133 - - -

Subtotal :- 133 - 133 - - -
31. Transport, 
Tourism and 
Sport

D.3 - Grants for 
Sporting Bod-
ies and the 
Provision of 
Sports
and Recre-
ational Facili-
ties     ....

- 24,000 24,000 - 25,500 25,500

D.5 - Irish Sports 
Council       
….

45,048 15,980 61,028 44,236 12,820 57,056

Subtotal :- 45,048 39,980 85,028 44,236 38,320 82,556
33. Arts, Heri-
tage and the 
Gaeltacht

A.9 - An Chom-
hairle Ealaíon      
….

56,800 93 56,893 58,800 93 58,893
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2014  
Estimate

2015  
Estimate

Vote/Subhead Current Capital Total Current Capital Total
€000 €000 €000 €000 €000 €000

B.3 -  Grant for An 
Chomhairle 
Oidhreachta 
(Heritage 
Council)      ....

2,805 1,688 4,493 3,055 1,688 4,743

C.4 -  Irish Lan-
guage Support 
Schemes     ....

3,600 95 3,695 3,600 95 3,695

Subtotal :- 63,205 1,876 65,081 65,455 1,876 67,331
34. Environ-
ment, Com-
munity and 
Local Govern-
ment

A.4 - Voluntary and 
co-operative 
Housing     ….

55,000 40,925 95,925 29,350 85,187 114,537

A.7 - Private Hous-
ing Grants     
….

- 38,600 38,600 - 24,090 24,090

E.3 - Supports for 
Community 
and Voluntary 
Sector      ....

10,875 - 10,875 12,624 - 12,624

E.4 - Local and 
Community 
Development 
Programmes    
….

47,707 - 47,707 45,407 - 45,407

Subtotal :- 113,582 79,525 193,107 87,381 109,277 196,658
38. Health

B.2  -  Grants to 
Health Agen-
cies and Other 
Similar Organ-
isations     ....

3,286 - 3,286 3,286 - 3,286

J.1  - Health Agen-
cies and Other 
Similar Organ-
isations     ....

7,513 - 7,513 7,513 - 7,513

L..3  - Building, 
Equipping and 
Furnishing of 
Health Facili-
ties     ….

- 2,539 2,539 - 2,539 2,539
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2014  
Estimate

2015  
Estimate

Vote/Subhead Current Capital Total Current Capital Total
€000 €000 €000 €000 €000 €000

Subtotal :- 10,799 2,539 13,338 10,799 2,539 13,338
40. Children 
and Youth Af-
fairs

B.6.1 - Youth Organi-
sations and 
Services     ….

49,675 750 50,425 49,871 750 50,621

- Grants to 
Organisations     
…. 

910 - 910 - - -

Subtotal :- 50,585 750 51,335 49,871 750 50,621
Total:- 285,352 124,670 410,022 258,742 152,762 411,504

*The total expenditure of €410 million in 2014 was financed by approximately €200 mil-
lion from the National Lottery; the remainder was funded by the Exchequer.  In 2015, estimated 
total expenditure of €412 million will be financed by approximately €200 million from the 
National Lottery, the remainder will be funded by the Exchequer.

17/02/2015WRG02150National Standards Authority of Ireland

17/02/2015WRG02200244. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the posi-
tion regarding certification by the National Standards Authority of Ireland (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6960/15]

17/02/2015WRG02300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The responsi-
bility for motor vehicles type approvals directives lies with the Department of Transport, Tour-
ism and Sport, and its Agency, the Road Safety Authority.

The NSAI operates as the approval authority for related directives, 2007/46/EC (Under 
the European Communities (Road Vehicles: Entry into Service) Regulations (S.I 157 of 2009) 
made by the then Minister for Transport, which requires that all member states have national 
approval schemes implemented from April 2009 through to October 2014.

The Automotive Approvals process relies heavily on technically competent assessors to pro-
cess the applications.  Applications for certification are processed on a first come, first served 
basis.

There are currently 96 applications within the approval process.

In response to the increasing workload NSAI tendered for an Alternative Service Delivery 
model in early 2014, to be delivered by competent outsourced technical assessors working di-
rectly with NSAI staff.  The ensuing contract commenced in January 2015.

Due to the regulatory and technical nature of the assessment process, it is not possible to 
rapidly increase processing capacity as the sourcing and induction of engineers takes a period 
of approximately 6 months before they become competent in the approvals process. 

The optimum lead in time to process an application to certification, based on full informa-
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tion being provided by the applicant is 10 days.  Currently the process time is taking 16 days.

NSAI are projecting that the backlog will reduce over the next 4-6 weeks with the target 
lead times of 10 days being achieved by the end of Q2.

17/02/2015WRG02350National Standards Authority of Ireland

17/02/2015WRG02400245. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
if his attention has been drawn to the delays with the issuing of certification of type approval 
by the National Standards Authority of Ireland for new commercial vehicles, in view of these 
delays are having a serious financial impact on struggling businesses; if he will intervene to 
ensure that this situation is resolved immediately; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6979/15]

17/02/2015WRG02500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The responsi-
bility for motor vehicles type approvals directives lies with the Department of Transport, Tour-
ism and Sport, and its Agency, the Road Safety Authority.

The NSAI operates as the approval authority for related directives, 2007/46/EC (Under 
the European Communities (Road Vehicles: Entry into Service) Regulations (S.I 157 of 2009) 
made by the then Minister for Transport, which requires that all member states have national 
approval schemes implemented from April 2009 through to October 2014.

The Automotive Approvals process relies heavily on technically competent assessors to pro-
cess the applications.  Applications for certification are processed on a first come, first served 
basis. 

There are currently 96 applications within the approval process.

In response to the increasing workload NSAI tendered for an Alternative Service Delivery 
model in early 2014, to be delivered by competent outsourced technical assessors working di-
rectly with NSAI staff.  The ensuing contract commenced in January 2015.

Due to the regulatory and technical nature of the assessment process, it is not possible to 
rapidly increase processing capacity as the sourcing and induction of engineers takes a period 
of approximately 6 months before they become competent in the approvals process. 

The optimum lead in time to process an application to certification, based on full informa-
tion being provided by the applicant is 10 days.  Currently the process time is taking 16 days.

NSAI are projecting that the backlog will reduce over the next 4-6 weeks with the target 
lead times of 10 days being achieved by the end of Q2.

17/02/2015WRG02550National Standards Authority of Ireland

17/02/2015WRG02600246. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
his attention has been drawn to the serious delay in issuing by the National Standards Authority 
of Ireland of individual vehicle approvals for chassis cabs that is leading to a situation where 
truck bodybuilding companies here will have to lay off staff and potentially close up shop be-
cause they cannot afford to have completed work sitting in yards waiting to be delivered to im-
patient customers; if he will confirm the length of the waiting time for approvals; and the action 
he will take to address the situation, to prevent all the customers turning to imported complete 
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vehicles with European type approval not the NSAI.  [7031/15]

17/02/2015WRG02700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The responsi-
bility for motor vehicles type approvals directives lies with the Department of Transport, Tour-
ism and Sport, and its Agency, the Road Safety Authority.

The NSAI operates as the approval authority for related directives, 2007/46/EC (Under 
the European Communities (Road Vehicles: Entry into Service) Regulations (S.I 157 of 2009) 
made by the then Minister for Transport, which requires that all member states have national 
approval schemes implemented from April 2009 through to October 2014.

The Automotive Approvals process relies heavily on technically competent assessors to pro-
cess the applications.  Applications for certification are processed on a first come, first served 
basis.

There are currently 96 applications within the approval process.

In response to the increasing workload NSAI tendered for an Alternative Service Delivery 
model in early 2014, to be delivered by competent outsourced technical assessors working di-
rectly with NSAI staff.  The ensuing contract commenced in January 2015.

Due to the regulatory and technical nature of the assessment process, it is not possible to 
rapidly increase processing capacity as the sourcing and induction of engineers takes a period 
of approximately 6 months before they become competent in the approvals process. 

The optimum lead in time to process an application to certification, based on full informa-
tion being provided by the applicant is 10 days.  Currently the process time is taking 16 days.

NSAI are projecting that the backlog will reduce over the next 4-6 weeks with the target 
lead times of 10 days being achieved by the end of Q2.

17/02/2015WRG02750Enterprise Support Services Provision

17/02/2015WRG02800247. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation when 
the regional enterprise strategy, which includes the constituency of Louth, will be rolled out; 
if he has specific job creation targets for the constituency as part of this strategy; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6852/15]

17/02/2015WRG02900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Details of a 
comprehensive new strategy to support enterprise growth and job creation at regional level 
were announced by the Government last week.  The Regional Action Plans for Jobs initiative 
seeks to build on the success of the annual Action Plan for Jobs process by developing locally 
driven plans that can build on the strengths and opportunities identified in each region.  Eight 
Regional Action Plans will be published this year, corresponding to the NUTS III regions at 
which labour market data is collected by the CSO.  My objective is that six Plans, including one 
for the Border region which includes Co. Louth, will be launched by July, with two remaining 
Plans in development at that stage.

A consultation process with key stakeholders in the Border region will commence shortly to 
help inform the preparation of the Action Plan for that region. 

It is not intended that specific job creation targets will be set for each county in the Regional 
Action Plans for Jobs, but, rather, that the strategies will identify measures that can be taken to 
enable each region as a whole to realise its economic potential and create jobs, building on its 
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competitive strengths and opportunities.

17/02/2015WRH00150Legislative Measures

17/02/2015WRH00200248. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide the definition for an accountant under existing legislation; if he will outline the 
proposed changes for the definition of accounts, under the Companies Act 2014, that is due to 
be enacted at a later date; if accountants, under the legislation, must be recognised by a profes-
sional association; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6952/15]

17/02/2015WRH00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Com-
panies Act, 2014 was signed by the President on 23 December 2014.  It maintains the current 
legal position regarding accountants, in that it does not contain a legal definition of the term 
‘accountant’, nor does it require that accountants must be recognised by a professional associa-
tion/body.  The Companies Act 2014 introduces a modern Company Law Code for Ireland and 
brings significant benefits to business.

The Company Law Review Group, in its 2007 report, recommended the regulation of the 
title “accountant.  On foot of this recommendation, the Department of Enterprise, Trade and 
Innovation (as it then was), considered the matter and in particular noted the views of the Of-
fice of the Director of Corporate Enforcement and the Competition Authority.  The Competition 
Authority took the view that there was no clear public interest case which would warrant the 
legal protection of the term accountant.  

It should be noted that the Review Group on Auditing, which reported in 2000 also con-
cluded that there was no compelling case for recommending statutory protection for the term 
accountant.  

However, in light of concerns expressed by members of the professional accountancy bod-
ies and Members of this House during the passage of the Companies Act 2014, I have requested 
the Department to undertake a consultation with all interested parties on the issue and it is 
hoped that this consultation will take place once the necessary preparatory work to commence 
the 2014 Act has been completed.  To inform the consultation process the Irish Auditing and 
Accounting Supervisory Authority sought information from the nine Prescribed Accountancy 
Bodies (‘PAB’s) to establish whether the PABs have specific evidence or experience of adverse 
outcomes arising for members of the public from engaging the services of an unqualified per-
son.  In particular, they requested information the PABs may have in respect of individuals who 
are excluded from their membership for misconduct and who continue to provide services to 
the public.

Part 6 of the Companies Act 2014 collates the various requirements of different Acts in rela-
tion to accounting records, financial statements and the audit of those financial statements.  To 
a large extent, the requirements are unchanged from existing law which has been substantially 
amended over the years.  The relevant provisions have been redrafted in order to make them 
easier to understand and they have been restructured into a more easily readable format. It also 
covers other matters relating to auditors, particularly rules governing the appointment of statu-
tory auditors and their removal from office.

Accounts are referred to as “financial statements” and references to “books of account” are 
referred to as “accounting records”.
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17/02/2015WRH00350Labour Court Recommendations

17/02/2015WRH00400249. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if his 
attention has been drawn to a decision by the principal contractor of a publicly funded college 
(details supplied) in County Dublin not to uphold a recent recommendation by the Labour Court; 
the confidence workers can have in the State’s industrial relations mechanism if a contractor, 
awarded multiple public works contracts, can choose to ignore Labour Court recommendations, 
with no admonishment by the State agency or Department to whom it is contracted; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [6954/15]

17/02/2015WRH00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I understand 
that a number of separate, but connected, issues are involved in the dispute at the school build-
ing site near Lucan, Co. Dublin, including allegations regarding non-compliance with statutory 
rates of pay, status of employees and the issue of subcontracting.

The dispute was the subject of a recent Labour Court hearing and subsequent Recommen-
dation.  I understand that the parties involved are actively considering the Recommendation of 
the Court.

I would encourage all parties to give positive consideration to the Labour Court’s propos-
als.  The experience and expertise of the Court offers the best avenue for resolving the issues 
in dispute.

However, Ireland’s system of industrial relations is voluntary in nature and responsibility 
for the resolution of industrial relations issues lies ultimately with employers and workers and 
their respective representatives as appropriate.

17/02/2015WRH00550Job Creation Data

17/02/2015WRH00600250. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the ex-
tent to which jobs have been created in County Longford in each of the years 2011, 2012, 2013, 
2014 and in 2015, to date, arising from small and medium enterprise investment; the efforts 
his Department is making to spread job creation to the midlands; and in particular to County 
Longford; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [7145/15]

17/02/2015WRH00700253. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
steps he is taking to secure jobs for County Longford; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7148/15]

17/02/2015WRH00800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 250 and 253 together.

The Midlands has a strong cluster of Medical Technologies and Life Sciences companies 
(Abbott, Covidien, Integra, GeneMedix, Freund, Utah, KCI, AMS) and International Business 
Services companies (Teleflex, AXA, NPD Group and PPD).  These international brands are an 
attraction for additional companies to potentially locate to the Midlands.

There are 35 IDA Ireland client companies based in the Midlands Region, employing in the 
region of 3,800 across the region.  Of these, 6 IDA companies are located in Co. Longford and 
employ 650 people.

Set out in Table 1 is the number of jobs created by IDA companies in Co. Longford over the 
last four years.
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Table 2 shows Enterprise Ireland’s Full Time Job Creation in County Longford for the pe-
riod 2010-2014.

There are 46 companies based in Co. Longford supported by Enterprise Ireland which em-
ploy 1,984 people.  Enterprise Ireland companies have performed well and have added over 350 
additional new jobs in the last 3 years.

As well as the day-to-day opportunity for entrepreneurs to apply for Enterprise Ireland start-
up funding through the local regional office and compete for the national Competitive Feasibil-
ity Fund (CFF) and the Competitive Start Fund (CSF) that Enterprise Ireland run on quarterly 
basis, there are specific local activities planned this year for the midlands Region.

The Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) provide supports, both financial and non-financial (or 
“soft” supports), to micro and small enterprises in the start-up or expansion phase in manu-
facturing and services, subject to certain conditions.  The soft supports include the provision 
of business advice, mentoring and training to all clients.  This would include the provision of 
assistance in relation to all aspects of starting a business, such as preparing a business plan and 
accessing finance, etc.  The LEOs also provide a referral or signposting service to other State 
Agencies, including Micro Finance Ireland, which may be in a position to provide assistance.

Figures for the number of jobs created by the LEOs are set out in Table 3.  The Deputy 
should note that the figure for the net number of jobs is determined by the sum of the number of 
net full-time jobs and half of the number of net other-time jobs for each year in question.

Statistics in relation to the number of jobs created or sustained in 2014 through support 
provided by the LEOs are currently being compiled as part of the LEO Annual Employment 
Survey of client companies, and will be available later this Quarter.

Data on jobs created by the IDA, EI and the LEO’s in 2015 will not be available until next 
year.

The Government is determined to ensure that every region will benefit from the economic 
recovery.  Last week, along with the Taoiseach and the Tánaiste, I announced the details of a 
comprehensive new Strategy to support enterprise growth and job creation at Regional level.  
The Regional Action Plan for Jobs initiative seeks to build on the success of the annual Action 
Plan for Jobs process by developing locally driven plans that can build on the strengths and op-
portunities identified in each Region.  The first Regional Plan will be published in the coming 
weeks for the Midlands Region (including County Longford) with 6 Plans published by July 
and all 8 in place by Quarter 3 this year.

Table 1: IDA Ireland job creation figures:

2011 2012 2013 2014
Longford Total Jobs 658 696 701 650

Gross Gain 6 44 25 10
Gross Losses -67 -6 -20 -61
 Net Change -61 38 5 -51

 Table 2: Enterprise Ireland job creation figures:  

County 2010 
FT Gains

2011
FT Gains

2012 
FT Gains

2013 
FT Gains

2014 
FT Gains

2010 
Other Gains

2011 
Other Gains

2012 
Other Gains

2013 
Other Gains

2014 
Other Gains

Longford 64 86 116 147 258 59 31 20 79 129
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County 2010 
FT Loss

2011 
FT Loss

2012 
FT Loss

2013 
FT Loss

2014 
FT Loss

2010 
Other Loss

2011 
Other Loss

2012 
Other Loss

2013 
Other Loss

2014 
Other Loss

Longford -180 -132 -88 -71 -25 -52 -42 -21 -11 -13

Table 3: Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) job creation figures:  

Year Full Time 
Gains

Full Time 
Losses

Other 
Time 
Gains

Other 
Time 
Losses

Net Full 
Time

Net Other 
Time

Net(Full Time 
+(Other Time/2))

2013 121 -110 87 -92 11 -5 8.5
2012 79 -100 55 -38 -21 17 -12.5
2011 117 -130 81 -80 -13 1 -12.5

17/02/2015WRH00850IDA Data

17/02/2015WRH00900251. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide a list of vacant IDA Ireland sites in County Longford, which are available for po-
tential inward investment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [7146/15]

17/02/2015WRH01000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am informed 
by IDA Ireland that there are two IDA Ireland sites available for inward investment in County 
Longford; a 0.97 hectare site in Lisnamuck Industrial Estate and a 1.98 hectare site in Aghafad.

IDA Ireland positions the Midlands Region, which is comprised of counties of Longford, 
Westmeath, Laois and Offaly, as having a strong cluster in Medical Technology and Life Sci-
ences.  The Midlands is home to key clients such as Abbott, Covidien and Genemedix.  In addi-
tion, it is home to other client companies such as Epicor, Cameron, Teleflex, AXA, NPD Group 
and PPD.  All of the aforementioned international brands are an attraction for potential clients 
to locate in the region and both sites will be promoted as part of this marketing.

There are 35 IDA Ireland client companies based in the Midlands Region, employing 4,032 
across the Region.  Of these, 6 are located in Co. Longford and employ 650 people.

The Succeed in Ireland initiative, which was launched by the Government as part of the 
2012 Action Plan for Jobs is designed to lead to additional job creation over and above IDA 
Ireland targets.  The scheme is delivered on behalf of IDA Ireland by Connect Ireland to support 
any potential investors identified to locate here.  One such success under the Scheme has been 
Arc Consulting, now located in Longford.

IDA Ireland is currently finalising its new strategy to cover the 5-year period from 2015. I 
look forward in the coming weeks to launching this strategy, which will detail the goals and the 
broad direction IDA Ireland will take to accomplish those goals over the next five years.

Finally, the fourth annual plan in the Action Plan for Jobs process, the Action Plan for Jobs 
2015, was launched on 29th January.  When the First Action Plan for Jobs was launched, unem-
ployment stood at 15.1%.  Today it stands at 10.6% and we are on track to exceed our target of 
100,000 additional jobs by 2016.  We are now setting a goal to bring employment to 2.1 million 
by 2018 – 2 years ahead of our original target.

My colleagues in Government and I determined that every region will benefit from the re-
covery and we will be announcing over the coming weeks and months a series of actions to help 
drive the achievement of this goal.
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17/02/2015WRH01050Action Plan for Jobs

17/02/2015WRH01100252. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
level of engagement with stakeholders in County Longford, in the preparation of the 2015 Ac-
tion Plan for Jobs to the regions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7147/15]

17/02/2015WRH01200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Action 
Plan for Jobs since 2012 has set a comprehensive set of measures agreed by Government to 
promote job opportunities and employment growth in all parts of the country.  The 2015 Ac-
tion Plan for Jobs was launched on January 29th.  The 2015 Action Plan contains a suite of 380 
actions to deliver an additional 40,000 jobs this year throughout the country.  Specifically, in 
2015, Enterprise Ireland will target the creation of 13,000 gross new full-time jobs in indig-
enous firms.  IDA Ireland will target the creation of 14,000 gross new jobs in multinationals.  
It is estimated that every direct job created in agency assisted firms indirectly supports another 
job in the wider economy thereby making a strong contribution to the overall target of getting 
to full employment in 2018.

One of the factors that has made the Action Plan for Jobs (APJ) strategy such a success 
has been the engagement with stakeholders from across the country in throughout its prepara-
tion.  Each year my Department actively seeks, receives and employs the input, support and 
partnership with business and others in developing and progressing the Plans.  The process for  
APJ2015 was no different.

My Department formally began the process of developing the APJ in July 2014. The Action 
Plan is informed by my Department’s ongoing research, the work of the National Competitive-
ness Council, information from the Enterprise Development Agencies, feedback from the new 
Local Enterprise Office network in the regions, and general interaction of my Department with 
stakeholders from every county over the year.  

I have also convened a number of Action Plan for Jobs business forums to consult directly 
with industry and other stakeholders.  These forums have been convened around the country 
since the launch of the Action Plan for Jobs process in 2012, including Co. Longford.

I personally held meetings dedicated to APJ2015 with representatives from IBEC, Ameri-
can Chambers, SFA, Chambers Ireland, ISME, ICTU, SIPTU, IMPACT, UNITE and the INOU, 
seeking their views on the shape and content of the Plan.  I also held an APJ roundtable with 
entrepreneurs and small businesses.  In many cases these discussions were followed-up with 
formal written submissions.   

A written request for submissions was also issued to stakeholders to accompany the open-
call for submissions on my Department’s website, which facilitates input from every region of 
Ireland into the process.  In all, 40 submissions containing over 500 actions were received from 
all quarters by the end-September deadline. These greatly informed the final APJ2015 strategy 
which was launched on January 29th last. 

That Action Plan for 2015 has a strong focus on regional development and earlier this month 
the Government launched a €250 million plan to accelerate jobs growth in towns and villages 
across the country.  Action Plan for Jobs - Regional is aimed at encouraging communities and 
agencies in each region to work together to support job-creation.  The Regional Action Plans 
will be developed for regions, with Longford alongside Laois, Offaly, and Westmeath.  As part 
of the development of the plans we will consult with businesses and representative groups and 
local authorities in Longford together with the Education and Training Boards and other rele-
vant public and private sector bodies in the county. A Framework document (www.djei.ie/trade/
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competitiveness/regionalenterprisestrategies.htm) has been published to explain the approach 
to be adopted.  The first of these plans will be published in the coming weeks for the Midlands 
and the Action Plans for all other regions will be published or in development by July. The first 
Regional Action Plan will cover the Midlands and is currently being finalised by my Depart-
ment.   Like the national Action Plan for Jobs process, a great deal of the value of the Plan will 
be in the contribution made by all stakeholders, with the sum of the parts making a greater im-
pact than the individual elements could do on their own.  The Action Plans will be flexible and 
dynamic to allow additional actions and ideas to be added as they emerge.   

Question No. 253 answered with Question No. 250.

17/02/2015WRH01350National Postcode System Expenditure

17/02/2015WRH01400254. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
projected cost to his Department to convert to using Eircode; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7609/15]

17/02/2015WRH01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Depart-
ment anticipates that Eircode postcodes can be incorporated into address records on Depart-
ment stationery with minimal costs.  However, the level of stationery on hands at the time of 
introduction of the code will influence this basic cost.

It is anticipated that there will be some ICT development costs to integrate the Eircodes 
into my Department’s differing registers and systems.  These will be apportioned to the various 
Business Units/Offices involved and carried out in the normal course of business in conjunction 
with system developers as the need arises.

17/02/2015WRH01550Grassland Sheep Scheme Applications

17/02/2015WRH01600255. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a 2013 and 2014 grassland sheep scheme payment will issue to a person (details pro-
vided) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6600/15]

17/02/2015WRH01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Applications 
under the 2013 and 2014 Grassland Sheep Scheme were received from the person named on 15 
May 2013 and 12 May 2014 respectively.  Payment has not issued to the person named as the 
holding concerned has not satisfied the Scheme minimum eligibility requirements namely, the 
inclusion of breeding ewes on the annual sheep census.

17/02/2015WRH01750Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

17/02/2015WRH01800256. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a payment under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme 2 will issue to a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6601/15]

17/02/2015WRH01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri Environment Options Scheme (AEOS 
2) with effect from the 1st September 2011 and payment has issued in respect of the 2011, 2012 
and 2013 Scheme years.
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Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System (LPIS), must be completed before any payment can issue.  These checks have been 
successfully completed in respect of the 2014 Scheme year and payment will issue shortly.

17/02/2015WRH01950Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

17/02/2015WRH02000257. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when, further to Parliamentary Question No. 319 of 14 January 2015, a payment under the agri-
environment options scheme will be made in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6639/15]

17/02/2015WRH02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri Environment Options Scheme (AEOS 
2) with effect from the 1st September 2011 and payment has issued in respect of the 2011, 2012 
and 2013 Scheme years.

Remedial action was undertaken by the person named following issues identified in an on-
farm inspection which was carried out on 16th September 2014.

Both the first payment of 75% and the second payment of the balancing 25% were processed 
on 12th February 2015 with both payments to issue to the person named this week.

17/02/2015WRH02150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

17/02/2015WRH02200258. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when, further to Parliamentary Question No. 320 of 14 January 2015, a payment under the agri-
environment options scheme will be made payable in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6640/15]

17/02/2015WRH02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri Environment Options Scheme (AEOS 
2) with effect from the 1st September 2011 and payment has issued in respect of the 2011, 2012 
and 2013 Scheme years.

Both the first payment of 75% and the second payment of the balancing 25% for 2014 were 
processed on 12th February 2015.  Both payments will issue to the person named this week.

17/02/2015WRH02350EU Directives

17/02/2015WRH02400259. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
Department has analysed the historical impact of the European Union biofuels mandate on the 
availability and price of grain, including the impact on the cost of animal feed imported into 
Ireland; and if his Department has produced estimates of the likely impacts on animal feed 
availability and price on the various options for restricting the use of food for biofuels, currently 
being considered in the European Parliament and the Council of Ministers. [6663/15]

17/02/2015WRH02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Energy pol-
icy and regulation falls within the remit of my colleague the Minister for Communications, 
Energy and Natural Resources, Mr. Alex White TD.  Renewable energy policy and use within 
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the European Union is covered by a number of Directives including the Renewable Energy Di-
rective 2009/28/EC, the Fuel Quality Directive and the Biofuels Directive 2003.

As the grain and feed market is global, prices are established at world market level and not 
at individual state or even at EU level.  My Department monitors global and national grain and 
feed prices. Availability of feed stocks is not significantly impacted by the production of bio-
fuels and indeed the main co-products of the biofuel industry used in Ireland – distillers dried 
grains – are mainly sourced from North and South America.

Given the limited production of oilseeds in Ireland and the relative low use of cereals for 
biofuel production, it is not expected that current biofuels policy will have a significant impact 
on the availability or price of grain and feed in this country.

At present, Ireland’s concentrate feed requirements are in the region of 4.7 million tonnes, 
of which 3 million tonnes is imported.  Almost two-thirds of this is sourced from non-EU coun-
tries.

17/02/2015WRH02550Single Payment Scheme Payments

17/02/2015WRH02600260. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a single farm payment for 2014 in respect of a person (details supplied) has not been 
granted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6671/15]

17/02/2015WRH02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2014 Single Payment Scheme was received from the person named on 15 May 
2014.  Following initial processing, over-claims were discovered in respect of three land par-
cels, one of which was a commonage parcel which required further investigation.  This inves-
tigation has now been completed and processing of the application has recently been finalised.  
Payments will issue shortly, directly to the nominated bank account of the person named.

17/02/2015WRH02750GLAS Eligibility

17/02/2015WRH02800261. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if lowland farmers in marginal land areas could have access to the new green low-carbon agri-
environmental scheme, as at present there is no category to cover these farmers; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6702/15]

17/02/2015WRH02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Lowland 
farmers in marginal lands can qualify for GLAS in any one of the three tiers planned.  If they 
have a priority environmental asset, such as one of the identified bird species, Natura land, high-
status water or keep rare breeds of cattle, sheep or horses, or farm organically, they will qualify 
for Tier 1 access to GLAS.  If they have a vulnerable water course on their land and commit to 
protecting it, or if they commit to certain other actions, they can access GLAS through Tier 2.  
Finally, if they simply choose to select actions from the list of options in Tier 3, they can also 
apply to join GLAS that way.

17/02/2015WRJ00150Animal Welfare

17/02/2015WRJ00200262. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to set 
out the measures to protect the well-being of animals engaged in hare coursing in view of live 
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hare coursing now being a criminal offence in the United Kingdom and much of the rest of 
Europe; his views on the continued practice of live hare coursing here; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6711/15]

17/02/2015WRJ00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
provisions of the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, the regulation of coursing is chiefly a matter 
for the Irish Coursing Club (ICC) subject to the general control and direction of Bord na gCon 
(BnG).

The welfare of greyhounds involved in coursing is provided for in the Welfare of Grey-
hounds Act 2011 which inter alia requires that persons who course greyhounds must have 
regard to the “Code of Practice in the Care & Welfare of the Greyhound”, developed jointly by 
the ICC and BnG.

The ICC has assured my Department that it has extensive systems and practices in place 
to underpin the welfare of animals participating in coursing and that it goes to great lengths to 
ensure the highest standards of hare and greyhound welfare are adhered to.

An enhanced system of regulation for the detection of prohibited substances in coursing 
greyhounds, accompanied by more stringent sanctions, was put in place by the ICC in August 
2012.  The Executive Committee of the ICC has also established a sub-committee (the Testing 
Review Committee) to examine current practices for the detection of prohibited substances in 
coursing greyhounds with a view to extending the scope and frequency of testing. The Com-
mittee will report back to an EGM with recommendations for consideration and approval by 
members before the end of March 2015.

A Monitoring Committee on coursing was established during the 1993/94 coursing season 
and comprises of officials from my Department and representatives from both the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service and the ICC to monitor developments in coursing and in that regard 
the situation is kept under constant review to ensure that coursing is run in a well controlled and 
responsible manner in the interests of both hares and greyhounds alike.

The ICC has systems in place to underpin the welfare of hares and greyhounds involved at 
coursing events.

Hares can only be collected for coursing by clubs affiliated to the ICC, in accordance with 
the terms of two licences granted by the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.  These 
licences have 26 conditions attached, the majority of which are central to hare welfare. These 
conditions have been developed and refined over a number of years.  The conditions of the li-
cences cover a range of items, including:

-all clubs arrange for a qualified veterinary surgeon to be in attendance during all coursing 
meetings, and he/she shall prepare a signed report on the health of the hares and on any injuries 
or deaths of hares that occur during the meeting.

-hares may not be coursed more than once on the same day and all necessary arrangements 
shall be made to ensure that hares that have been coursed can be readily identified to ensure this 
condition is rigidly observed.

- sick, injured or pregnant hares shall not be collected for coursing; hares that become sick 
or injured or that appear to be pregnant while in captivity may not be coursed.

- adequate escapes must be provided while coursing hares pursuant to the Licence.

- all hares must be released back into the wild during daylight hours the day after the cours-
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ing meeting is concluded, unless otherwise agreed with the relevant NPWS staff beforehand.

- hares must be released back into the wild at the same locations from which they were col-
lected, unless otherwise agreed beforehand with the relevant NPWS staff.

- hares collected in this jurisdiction cannot be removed from this jurisdiction under the 
terms of the Licence.  There must be full compliance with the Directives, Instructions and 
Guidance Notes issued by the Irish Coursing Club in all matters relating to the capture, keeping 
in captivity, tagging, marking, coursing and release of hares, and the muzzling of greyhounds.

The ICC ensures the welfare of the hare as evidenced by the following:

- The health status of all hares is assessed prior to placing in the Hare Park following netting.

- Hares are treated for a range of common ailments under veterinary supervision.

- Hares are released into the Hare Park which is laid out to replicate the wild with appropri-
ate cover and shelter.

- Footbaths are located in the Park to treat/prevent any minor foot issues.

- Hares are fed on a diet of oats (whole or sheaf), sallies (branches of young trees), apples 
and fresh water in general.

- The feeding and training of hares is confined to a limited number of people with the rel-
evant expertise.

- All hares are familiarised with the coursing stretch and the escape located at the top of the 
coursing field.

- Prior to each meeting, the hares and facility are inspected by a Hare & Field Committee 
member, a veterinary surgeon and ICC Control Steward.

- A vet certifies the hares are fit to course or otherwise.

- A vet is appointed to attend on the day of coursing to advise and administer care when 
required.

- The Executive Committee (Board) of the ICC appoint one of its members to oversee each 
coursing meeting with powers to curtail or abandon a meeting if required.

- An ICC Control Steward is appointed to each meeting to ensure all rules are adhered to by 
the host club.

- Muzzles worn by greyhounds in coursing are made of fabric, so as to minimise injuries to 
hares where the dog and the hare come into contact.

- In the event of a hare being compromised (pinned by muzzled greyhound(s)) a dedicated 
Hare Steward is appointed (2/3 stewards operate to ensure efficient intervention).  This hare is 
examined by the appointed vet and not coursed again irrespective of outcome of the examina-
tion.

- On conclusion of the coursing meeting all hares are released back into the countryside 
under supervision of the ICC steward and Wildlife Ranger (if in attendance).

- Each coursing meeting is documented to capture relevant information regarding the con-
duct of the meeting as required by the NPWS.  This information is submitted to the NPWS and 
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is available under FOI.

- The ICC appointed Hare & Field Committee advise and instruct clubs on best practice in 
terms of hare welfare and field layout to ensure greyhound welfare.

- The ICC provide full/partial grant aid to clubs to develop their facilities to ensure best 
practice.

- Coursing Clubs prevent and report illegal hunting on a 12 month basis and work closely 
with the Garda and NPWS in this regard.

- Coursing Clubs are the only organisation to have a conservation strategy compared to op-
ponents of coursing.

A study undertaken by Quercus, Queens University, Belfast, has found that there are 18 
times more hares found in areas where there are coursing clubs than in the wider countryside.

A review of the outcome for the 2013/4 season indicates that the procedures and processes 
in place in terms of animal welfare are appropriate given that 99.4% of hares were released back 
to the wild at the conclusion of coursing.

The systems in place to oversee coursing are, in my view, effective, proportionate and work-
ing well.

17/02/2015WRJ00350Animal Welfare

17/02/2015WRJ00400263. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to set 
out the measures undertaken by his Department, including the numbers of site visits and other 
inspections carried out on dog pounds run by local authorities, private institutions and chari-
ties, to ensure animals are cared for in a manner compliant with the Animal Health and Welfare 
Act 2013; his views on the matter of animal welfare standards at pounds; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6712/15]

17/02/2015WRJ00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment maintains a close working relationship with the Local Authorities on dog welfare matters. 
I am informed that regular inspections of dog pounds are carried out by the Local Authority 
veterinary officers and, in addition, that all pounds have regular services of private veterinarians 
to deal with sick animals and emergency cases.

The Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government publishes sta-
tistics in respect of a range of dog control responsibilities of the local authorities each year. 
Information up to 2013 is available on the Publications page of the Department’s website at 
http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/LocalGovernment/DogControl/ and I understand that 
statistics in respect of 2014 will be published shortly.

The Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013 is enforced by authorised officers of my Depart-
ment, by An Garda Síochána and by authorised inspectors of the ISPCA and the DSPCA under 
service provisions of the Act.  The Act also provides for the authorisation by local authorities of 
persons to carry out functions under the Act. If the Deputy has a concern in regard to a welfare 
issue at any dog pound he should contact both the Local Authority and my Department imme-
diately.

17/02/2015WRJ00550Forestry Grants
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17/02/2015WRJ00600264. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
persons (details supplied) in County Westmeath will receive a decision on their appeal to the ap-
peals committee of the forestry services department regarding delay in their forestry payments; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6715/15]

17/02/2015WRJ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The appeal 
by the persons named is currently under review. Every effort will be made to expedite the re-
view and to notify the appellants of the outcome.

17/02/2015WRJ00750Turbary Rights

17/02/2015WRJ00800265. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
whether the Land Commission is still letting turbary rights to persons; if so, whether turbary 
rights are available to rent or lease in Connemara, County Galway; if he will provide details 
of the bogs in which these rights are available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6739/15]

17/02/2015WRJ00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment, as successor to the former Irish Land Commission, still holds some non-agricultural land 
but is not engaged in renting or leasing turbary at the present time.  In the case of certain bog 
areas my Department has allocated the lands to the National Parks and Wildlife Service as the 
appropriate custodian, particularly in the case of special areas of conservation.

17/02/2015WRJ00950Single Payment Scheme Payments

17/02/2015WRJ01000266. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to 
set down the total payment due under the single farm scheme and disadvantaged areas scheme 
for 2013 and 2014 in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway; the amount of 
payment that issued under each scheme to date; when any outstanding payments will issue; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6749/15]

17/02/2015WRJ01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2013 Single Payment (SPS)/Disadvantaged Areas Schemes was received from 
the person named on 3 May 2013.  Under the SPS Scheme, the advance payment of €802.68 
was issued on 16 October 2013 with the balancing payment of €802.69 issuing on 2 December 
2013. The applicant was also paid €707.63 under the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme on 20 Sep-
tember 2013.

A review of the land parcels declared by the person named under both Schemes revealed 
that several of the land parcels declared by the person named contained ineligible features. The 
person named was informed in writing of these findings.  These area reductions did not have an 
impact on the 2013 Single Farm Payment of the person named.  However, the over-declarations 
resulted in an area over-declaration greater than 20% being recorded under the Disadvantaged 
Areas Scheme.  Under the relevant EU Regulations, no payment is due in the year of applica-
tion where the level of over-declaration is greater than 20%.  Therefore, the amount involved 
was deducted from the SPS advance payment.

Following the review of my Department’s decision, sought by the person named, a visit by 
a Department official to verify the position on the ground was necessary.  The outcome of this 
check resulted in an over-declaration in area of between 3% and 20%, which was applied to the 
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme and a payment of €441.03 issued to the applicant on 2 December 
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2014, based on the reduced area.  The person named was notified of this decision on 18 July 
2014.  The applicant was informed that in the event he was dissatisfied with the outcome of a 
verification check, he could appeal the decision to the independent LPIS Appeals Committee.

The findings of this verification visit were applied to the applications under the 2014 Single 
Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Schemes.  The SPS advance payment of €802.68 issued on 16 
October 2014 with the balancing payment of €802.69 issuing on 1 December 2014.  A payment 
of €477.24 was issued to the person named on 7 October 2014 under the 2014 Disadvantaged 
Areas Scheme.

17/02/2015WRJ01150Agriculture Scheme Eligibility

17/02/2015WRJ01200267. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
person (details supplied) in County Kerry will be accepted as a new entrant for allocations from 
the National Reserve; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6768/15]

17/02/2015WRJ01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In order to be 
eligible under the priority category of New Entrant under the National Reserve, the applicant 
must:

- Be participating in the Basic Payment Scheme in the year in which s/he applies to the 
National Reserve;

- Have commenced the present agricultural activity in the 2013 calendar year or any later 
year;

- Not have had any agricultural activity in his/her own name and at his/her own risk in the 
five years preceding the start of the present agricultural activity;

- Have successfully completed a recognised course of education in agriculture giving rise to 
an award at FETAC level 6 or its equivalent, or have committed to commencing such a course 
by 30th September 2016;

- Have a gross off-farm income that does not exceed €40,000 in one of the tax years 2013 
or 2014.

Full details of the Terms and Conditions of the National Reserve are available on my De-
partment’s website at http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/nationalreserveandyfs/.  Alternatively, the 
above named person can contact my Department directly at 0761 064 446 or at NationalReser-
veYFS@agriculture.gov.ie and my staff will be glad to provide assistance.

17/02/2015WRJ01350Agriculture Scheme Payments

17/02/2015WRJ01400268. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to explain 
the reason a payment under the calf welfare scheme has been withheld in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6777/15]

17/02/2015WRJ01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named registered 30 animals under the Beef Genomics Scheme for 2014.  Under the Terms and 
Conditions of this Scheme all animals must be tested for BVD within 27 days of birth and if the 
test is positive, or inconclusive, then the animal must be removed to a knackery within 7 weeks 
of the test result.  If the BVD requirements are not complied with then the whole herd is ineli-
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gible for payment.  The sample taken from one animal was not sufficient to determine the BVD 
status of that animal and the person named would have been advised to retest the animal.  My 
Department has no record of a retest being undertaken on this animal.  It is open to the person 
named to seek a review of the decision outlining any reasons why the animal was not retested.

17/02/2015WRJ01550Fisheries Protection

17/02/2015WRJ01600269. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a compensation scheme is available in respect of the extensive bloom of the harmful algal 
species Dynophysis, known as red tide; if a compensation package complying with European 
Union regulations will be provided to all producers suffering closures from same to ensure that 
the sector remains feasible and in a fit state to return to normal trading and job creation, once 
harvesting begins again; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6812/15]

17/02/2015WRJ01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A robust 
shellfish biotoxin monitoring regime is essential in order to protect consumers and safeguard 
the good reputation of the Irish seafood industry.  I am aware that a number of bays in the south-
west have experienced temporary suspensions of harvesting over the Winter as the level of 
biotoxins exceeded the regulatory limits.  Such harvesting suspensions are not unusual and all 
aquaculture enterprises will be aware that this is a known business risk in the sector.  However, 
I am informed by the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority that the toxicity events in the south 
west are abating.  Some of the production areas in the south west have already re-opened for 
harvesting, and lifting of suspensions in certain other production areas appears to be imminent.

I have received a request from aquaculture industry representatives for a package of com-
pensation for rope mussel farming enterprises affected by harvesting suspensions.  My De-
partment is presently finalising a new Seafood Development Programme under the European 
Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) which will determine how we use the finite resources that 
will be available to us in the coming years in the overall best interests of Ireland and its seafood 
sector as a whole.  I will be publishing a detailed consultation document and Strategic Environ-
mental Assessment for public consultation in the next month or so, with a view to submitting 
the new Programme to the Commission by May this year for its consideration and adoption.

The EMFF Regulation sets out a legal framework under State Aid rules and the European 
Structural and Investment Funds concerning investment measures that Member States may 
implement in the period up to 2020.  This potentially includes compensation aid to aquaculture 
enterprises for suspended harvests, but there are of course many other worthwhile investment 
possibilities allowed under the EMFF and national choices must be made between competing 
demands.  So, as part of the preparation of the new Programme, my Department has been fol-
lowing a structured process of considering the investment needs of the seafood industry as a 
whole. Stakeholders have been consulted on this on a number of occasions to date.  This has 
helped shape my initial thoughts on investment priorities and when I publish the consultation 
draft of the Programme shortly, my proposals will become clear.  I will welcome all views at 
that point on the extent to which our resources should be directed towards compensation for 
suspended harvests.

17/02/2015WRJ01775Commonage Framework Plans

17/02/2015WRJ01800270. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
to outline his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding commonage; and if he will 



Questions - Written Answers

172

make a statement on the matter. [6822/15]

17/02/2015WRJ01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
proposals for Commonages in the new GLAS Scheme, the shareholders themselves will draw 
up a new Commonage Plan, guided by the agricultural adviser they have chosen for their com-
monage.  In these new Plans, a minimum and maximum stocking - level will be assigned to 
each participating shareholder and each shareholder will be required to comply on an individual 
basis with his or her prescribed stock numbers.  Where a shareholder does not maintain his or 
her own stocking level on the commonage a sanction will apply to the individual shareholder in 
question, but to no other member of the Commonage group in question.

Where the Commonage Management Plan requires an action to be addressed by all share-
holders in GLAS and this is not complied with, any resulting sanction must be applied to all 
participants.

17/02/2015WRJ01950GLAS Administration

17/02/2015WRJ02000271. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
to outline his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the green low-carbon agri-
environmental scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6825/15]

17/02/2015WRJ02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The new 
rules referred to apply on a number of GLAS actions, including Low Input Permanent Pasture, 
and the over-riding concern is to protect farmland birds, whose nesting period commences from 
early March onwards.

However, the Draft GLAS Specification allows topping to take place any time from 15th 
July to 15th March.  This is in fact a relaxation of the rules which applied previously under 
AEOS, where topping could not take place on parcels in receipt of the similar AEOS Species 
Rich Grassland payment until after 15th July up until the end of the year in question.  The relax-
ation of the rules for GLAS is specifically designed to help with areas of marginal land where 
rushes may be prevalent and need to be topped early in the year.

17/02/2015WRJ02175Beef Data Programme

17/02/2015WRJ02200272. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a payment under the suckler cow scheme will issue in respect of persons (details supplied) in 
County Tipperary; and the reason for the delay in payment. [6837/15]

17/02/2015WRJ02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named registered twenty two animals under the 2014 Beef Data Programme/Beef Genomics 
Schemes.  The twenty two animals have been validated under the 2014 Beef Genomics Pro-
gramme and payment will issue to the applicant shortly.

17/02/2015WRJ02350Fishery Harbour Centres

17/02/2015WRJ02400273. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will provide an update regarding the installation of signs along the Howth Harbour area in 
County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6860/15]
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17/02/2015WRJ02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, owns and directly manages six Fishery Harbour 
Centres located at Howth, Dunmore East, Castletownbere, Ros an Mhíl, Killybegs and An 
Daingean. 

 Departmental signage, addressing Health & Safety matters primarily, is present at each of 
the Centres, including Howth. Matters pertaining to the updating of such signage are kept under 
ongoing review.

The Deputy will be aware that signage in the Howth area generally, outside of the precincts 
of the Fishery Harbour Centre, is primarily a matter for Fingal County Council.  I would there-
fore suggest that the Deputy contact the Council in relation to any queries he may have in this 
regard.

17/02/2015WRJ02550Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

17/02/2015WRJ02600274. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a payment under the rural environment protection scheme for 2014 will issue in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6862/15]

17/02/2015WRJ02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in May 2009 and received payments for the first five years of their 
contract.

REPS is a measure under the 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is subject to EU 
regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to be completed 
before any payments can issue. In addition, an on-farm compliance inspection took place in 
November 2014 which is currently being finalised.

It is anticipated that the 2014 payment will issue shortly.

17/02/2015WRJ02750Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

17/02/2015WRJ02800275. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment will issue under the 2014 disadvantaged area based scheme in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Cavan; the reason for the delay in issuing this payment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6929/15]

17/02/2015WRJ02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under 2014 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the person named on 7 April 
2014. Payment has not issued as yet, as the holding concerned has not satisfied the Scheme 
minimum stocking density requirements.  Immediately the holding is identified as meeting 
these requirements, the application will be further processed with a view to payment at the 
earliest possible date.

17/02/2015WRK00150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

17/02/2015WRK00200276. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their outstanding agri-environment 
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options scheme, AEOS, payments; the reason for the delay in processing same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [6932/15]

17/02/2015WRK00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2012 Agri Environment Options Scheme (AEOS 
3) with effect from the 1st May 2013.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  During these checks in respect 
of the 2013 Scheme year issues were identified in relation to the Natura action. It is expected 
that these issues will be resolved shortly and the application will then be processed for payment 
in respect of 2013.

Following the issue of the 2013 payment, the application will be processed in respect of 
2014 with the intention of issuing payment as soon as possible.

17/02/2015WRK00350Food Labelling

17/02/2015WRK00400277. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason for the delay in introducing legislation for country-of-origin labelling for all meat, in-
cluding meat as an ingredient. [6950/15]

17/02/2015WRK00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Rules on the 
labelling of meat and meat products are laid down in EU legislation.

For beef, compulsory labelling rules have been in place for many years, and require food 
business operators to label fresh, frozen or minced beef with specific information to enable the 
product to be traced back to the animals from which it was derived.  This must include details of 
the slaughterhouse and de-boning hall in which the animal was processed, as well as the country 
in which it was born and reared.

In 2011 the European Union passed the Food Information for the Consumers (FIC), Regu-
lation 1169/2011, which has updated the requirements for consumer information and labelling 
in a number of areas. In particular, the FIC Regulation extends mandatory origin labelling to 
meats other than beef for the first time.  The implementing provision is Commission Regula-
tion No. 1337/2013, which introduces mandatory origin labelling for meat from pigs, poultry, 
sheep and goats from 1st April 2015.  Under this regulation labelling is required to identify the 
Member State or third country of rearing and the Member State or third country of slaughter for 
these meats.  The term ‘Origin’ can also be used where the country/member state of birth is the 
same as the country of rearing and slaughter.  A Statutory Instrument is being prepared by my 
Department to ensure that the necessary provisions are in place to implement this mandatory 
labelling requirement from 1st April 2015. Ireland has been a strong proponent of such rules.

The FIC Regulation also refers to the more complex issues of origin labelling meat as an 
ingredient, and instances where the country of origin of a food is given and it is not the same 
as that of its primary ingredient. In the case of these provisions, the Commission was required 
to prepare reports on the impact of mandatory country of origin or place of provenance rules. 
In the case of the use of meat as an ingredient, the Commission may accompany these reports 
with legislative proposals.

In relation to the labelling of meat as an ingredient, the European Commission published a 
report in December 2013 which was subsequently discussed at a meeting of the Agriculture and 
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Fisheries Council in March last year.  There were diverging views among Member States as to 
the introduction of mandatory provisions for meat as an ingredient, with a number of Member 
States calling for further analysis from the Commission.  The report has also been considered by 
the European Parliament which, only last week, passed a resolution calling for the Commission 
to come forward with legislative proposals.

During the discussions in Council, I expressed the opinion that given the complexity of the 
issue  I believed that further analysis is required before such measures can be finalised. Issues 
requiring further attention include the potential additional cost to consumers, the additional 
regulatory impact and cost on industry, the extent to which potentially detailed and complex 
origin labels that might result would add to clarity and transparency for consumers, and the po-
tential impact on intra community trade.  I await the Commission’s response to the discussions 
in the Council and in the European Parliament, which should provide the opportunity to address 
all these outstanding issues.

17/02/2015WRK00550Single Payment Scheme Payments

17/02/2015WRK00600278. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive a payment under the single payment 
scheme for 2012 following recent contact by his Department officials to this person. [6995/15]

17/02/2015WRK00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2012 Single Payment Scheme was received from the person named on 15 May 
2012.  Following processing, an error was identified in respect of a previous year’s ground in-
spection.  This error has recently been resolved. In order to expedite the outstanding payment, I 
have arranged for a manual payment to issue.  This will shortly issue directly to the nominated 
bank account of the person named.

17/02/2015WRK00750Suckler Welfare Scheme Payments

17/02/2015WRK00800279. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a payment under the suckler welfare scheme 2012 will issue in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [7011/15]

17/02/2015WRK00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named registered seventeen animals born under the 2012 Suckler Welfare Scheme.  Payment 
was made in respect of two of the animals that died and had been removed to a Knackery.  Un-
der the Terms and Conditions of the Scheme, for herds with more than ten cows, the calves must 
be weaned in more than one group. In this case, according to the data submitted by the person 
named, all 15 remaining animals were weaned together on 1 May 2013.  In addition submis-
sion of all data was required within twelve months of the date of birth of the calves. The data in 
relation to these animals was not received until 23 October 2014 when all of the calves were at 
least twenty four months old.  Therefore, no further payment is due to the person named under 
the Suckler Welfare Scheme.

While he was allocated entitlements under the Single Payment Scheme, the person named 
entered into a sale of all entitlements in 2008 after which time he no longer participated in that 
Scheme.

Under the Basic Payment Scheme that will be established in 2015, new entitlements will be 
allocated to persons who received a direct payment in 2013.  The person named received a pay-
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ment under the Beef Data Programme in 2013 and consequently holds a right to establish new 
entitlements in 2015.  The number of entitlements that will be allocated will be based on the 
number of eligible hectares declared in 2013 and 2015, whichever is lower.  The person named 
declared 25.19 eligible hectares in 2013 and, if he declares 25.19 eligible hectares in 2015, he 
will be allocated 25.19 entitlements in 2015.

The value of new entitlements in 2015 will be based on the value of entitlements owned by 
the farmer in 2014 plus the value of any payment received under the Grassland Sheep Scheme.  
As the person named did not establish any ‘value’ in 2014, the value of his entitlements will be 
established at the first level of the convergence process and will converge upwards over the five 
years of the Scheme. In 2019 his entitlements will have reached at least 60% of the National 
average value of entitlements. 

17/02/2015WRK00950Rural Environment Protection Scheme Data

17/02/2015WRK01000280. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
measures his Department has put in place to prevent fraudulent claims being made under the 
rural environment protection scheme; if his attention has been drawn to claims made in respect 
of lands that did not belong to the claimants; if he will provide, in tabular form, the details of 
same; if there are officials in his Department currently investigating such fraudulent claims; and 
if so, the counties in which claims are being investigated; and the number of cases.  [7016/15]

17/02/2015WRK01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Detailed 
rules for the implementation of the Rural Environment Protection Scheme, which is a measure 
under the 2007-2013 Rural Development Programme, are set out in Commission Regulations 
1974 and 1975 of 2006.  The framework for the implementation of these rules is set out in a 
document titled Terms and Conditions of the Rural Environment Protection Scheme and the 
Natura 2000 Scheme as required under Council Regulation 1698 of 2005.  The eligibility cri-
teria for admission to the scheme and the annual requirements to remain in the scheme are also 
set out in this document.

All applications for admission to the Scheme and subsequent payment claims are subject 
to administrative checks and any other controls deemed necessary.  Applications have been 
cross-checked with records held under the Department’s Single Payments System and Animal 
Identification and Movement System.  Prepayment checks and on-farm inspections are carried 
out annually.

Where an applicant knowingly makes false or misleading statements or withholds essential 
information in support of any claim for payment, their participation in the scheme may be ter-
minated and all or part of any aid already paid must be returned.

My Department has no evidence of any widespread breaches of land-ownership require-
ments under the Scheme and is not carrying out formal investigations in this area at this point 
in time.  However, if such information exists, my Department would be glad to receive further 
details.

17/02/2015WRK01150Grassland Sheep Scheme Payments

17/02/2015WRK01200281. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive a payment under the grassland sheep 
scheme.  [7063/15]
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17/02/2015WRK01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2014 Grassland Sheep Scheme was received from the person named on 2nd May 
2014.  Processing of the application has recently been finalised and payment will issue shortly, 
directly to the nominated bank account of the person named. 

17/02/2015WRK01350Rural Development Policy

17/02/2015WRK01400282. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
an interdepartmental group has been established by him to bring forward proposals to support 
economic development in rural Ireland; the date the group was established; the membership 
of the group and the way each member was selected; the number of meetings held to date; 
the progress being made; if the threatened closure of bus route 7 by Bus Éireann in County 
Kilkenny and other counties has been assessed by the group in the context of the likely damage 
to the local economies, jobs, health care appointments, access to education and social mobility; 
if he will impress on Bus Éireann the absolute need to continue the service; if the Government 
will fund a service should the operator pull out; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[7076/15]

17/02/2015WRK01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Last July 
the Government appointed Ann Phelan, T.D. as Minister of State with specific responsibility 
for implementation of the CEDRA report.  Minister Phelan established the CEDRA Interde-
partmental Group in August involving all the main departmental actors dealing with the 34 
CEDRA recommendations.  The selection was made on the basis of departmental expertise and 
three meetings were held in 2014 under the aegis of this Department. An initial evaluation and 
assignment of each recommendation has been made in line with statutory responsibility and a 
multi-sectoral CEDRA work programme with specific actions is being finalised.

Last December, the Government assigned primary responsibility for implementing the CE-
DRA report to the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government and issues 
relating to its implementation are now appropriate to that Department and not the Minister for 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

The question of threatened closure of Bus Route 7 is appropriate to the Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport and I understand that it was raised with that Minister in a Topical Issue 
on 12 February last. 

17/02/2015WRK01550Inshore Fisheries

17/02/2015WRK01600283. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 219 of 25 November 2014, if he will provide a copy of 
the terms of reference, scoping information or direction provided for this programme of risk 
assessment undertaken by the Marine Institute in respect of species protected under the annexes 
of the habitats directive, which was referred to in the response; if he will provide a copy of any 
reports, findings and recommendations and all outputs the Marine Institute prepared in the ex-
ecution of the risk assessment for species protected under the annexes of the habitats directive, 
which was referred to in the response; when the risk assessment was conducted; the resources 
that were made available to the Marine Institute to execute this study; if he will provide a copy 
of the guidance from the Commission, which he referred to in his response; if he will provide 
a copy of the programme of measures, which he referred to; the priorities identified; the way 
these have been prioritised; the way their delivery is being addressed, and the resources that are 
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involved; the persons responsible for the programme of measures he referred to; if any report on 
the programme of measures is available; if he will provide a copy of same, or if he will indicate 
when it will be available; if the programme of measures referred to the judgment of the Court 
of Justice of the European Union on case c-183/05 or if he will specify what the programme 
of measures is in response to; when the further programme of measures and outcomes referred 
to, as being necessary, are going to be specified; if he will specify what they pertain to; if he 
will provide a copy of same, if they are available; if he will provide a copy of the Commission 
opinion on the programme of measures which he referred to; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [7098/15]

17/02/2015WRK01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Euro-
pean Union (Birds and Natural Habitats) (Sea-fisheries) Regulations 2013 (S.I. 290 of 2013 as 
amended by S.I. 565 of 2014) provides processes for the assessment and management of sea-
fisheries activities to ensure that the activities are compatible with the objectives of the Birds 
and Habitats Directives.  A number of assessments have been concluded to date in accordance 
with the regulations and Fisheries Natura Declarations have been introduced to manage certain 
sea-fisheries, taking account of the conclusions of these assessments.  I understand that the Ma-
rine Institute has conducted these assessments in accordance with best scientific practice and 
recommended methodologies where available.

In response to the ECJ judgment in case C-418/04, multi-annual funding was made avail-
able by both my Department and the former Department of the Environment, Heritage and 
Local Government to undertake data collection and baseline studies.  This work is now substan-
tially complete and my Department continues to provide funding for, inter alia, assessments of 
the interactions of sea-fisheries and aquaculture with marine Natura 2000 sites.  The allocation 
of other resources involved is an operational matter for the Marine Institute.  The Programme of 
Measures responding to case C-418/04 sets out the actions taken to date by Ireland in response 
to the Judgment of the Court together with commitments for further action to ensure that re-
maining issues have been dealt with.  The preparation of the Programme and monitoring of its 
implementation is led by the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

The majority of the marine Natura 2000 sites concerned are coastal and located within 
Ireland’s 12 nautical mile limit.  I established the National Inshore Fisheries Forum (NIFF), 
built on a network of Regional Inshore Fisheries Forums (RIFFs), specifically to give inshore 
fishermen and their communities a voice in policy making and decisions on inshore fisheries 
management and to work with the Department and the marine agencies in developing robust, 
scientifically sound measures to support sustainable fisheries into the future.  The first meeting 
of the NIFF took place on 15 January and the delegates received a presentation from the Marine 
Institute on the processes involved in the preparation of the assessment reports.

In addition to those assessments already published, the Marine Institute has recently submit-
ted an assessment of sea-fisheries in all marine Special Areas of Conservation on the south and 
west coasts which is currently under active consideration in my Department.  A prioritised ap-
proach is necessary to address an assessment of this scale and I am particularly conscious of the 
need for stakeholder engagement at all stages of this policy development in accordance with EU 
environmental legislation and the Common Fisheries Policy.  For this reason, my Department is 
working closely with the Marine Institute, the Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority and an Bord 
Iascaigh Mhara to prepare a draft prioritised approach which I look forward to publishing with 
the assessment report for public consultation and for discussion with the NIFF.

A number of the documents requested by the Deputy are publically available on websites 
including the Department’s fishing portal website and the websites of other organisations. For 
the Deputy’s ease of reference, the current links are listed in the following table.
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Title Web
Assessments and other documents concern-
ing the management of sea-fisheries interac-
tions with Natura 200 sites 

http://www.fishingnet.ie/sea-fisheriesin-
naturaareas/ 

Programme of Measures for case C-418/04 
submitted to the EU Commission 

http://www.ahg.gov.ie/en/Heritage/Pro-
grammeofMeasuresbyIrelandtoensurecom-
plianceintheECJBirdsCase/ 

Guidance on management measures and 
methodology for assessment sea-fisheries 
impact on marine Natura 2000 sites 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/na-
tura2000/marine/index_en.htm 

17/02/2015WRK01750GLAS Administration

17/02/2015WRK01800284. Deputy Gabrielle McFadden asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when the green low-carbon agri-environment scheme will be announced; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [7116/15]

17/02/2015WRK01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The detailed 
consideration of Ireland’s Draft Rural Development Programme (RDP) by the EU Commission 
is now at an advanced stage and GLAS is a key component of that Programme.  I expect to be 
in a position to announce the opening of GLAS very shortly, once agreement is reached with 
the EU Commission.

17/02/2015WRK01950Single Payment Scheme Payments

17/02/2015WRK02000285. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will review a  payment under the single farm scheme in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7123/15]

17/02/2015WRK02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Depart-
ment’s records indicate that in 2013, the amount of nitrogen from livestock manure    applied 
to land on the holding of the person named above (including that deposited by animals) was 
305 kgs per hectare, which exceeded the limit of 250 kgs per hectare set down in the Nitrates 
Regulations for farmers who have availed of the National Derogation allowing more intensive 
stocking rates subject to certain conditions.

The person named was notified of this decision on 14th October 2014, and of his right of 
appeal to the Agriculture Appeals Office, but it is our understanding that the named individual 
has not availed of this option.

The 100 per cent penalty was applied because of repeated breaches of the Nitrates Regula-
tions in three consecutive years – 2011, 2012 and 2013.

Records available to the Department confirm that the person named submitted an incom-
plete record of movement of organic fertiliser (Record 3) form with his 2013 Fertiliser Ac-
counts on 31st March 2014. As the form was submitted after the 31st December 2013 deadline, 
it was not accepted.

17/02/2015WRK02150Agriculture Scheme Appeals
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17/02/2015WRK02200286. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary has incurred a 100% penalty under 
the nitrates directive scheme; and the options to appeal, or otherwise, available to that person  
[7141/15]

17/02/2015WRK02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Depart-
ment’s records indicate that in 2013, the amount of nitrogen from livestock manure applied 
to land on the holding of the person named above (including that deposited by animals)  was 
306 kg’s per hectare, which exceeded the limit of 170 kg’s per hectare set down in the Nitrates 
Regulations.

The person named was notified of this decision on 14 th October 2014, and of his right of 
appeal to the Agriculture Appeals Office, but we understand from that office that he did not 
avail of this option.

The 100 per cent penalty was applied due to the repeat breach of the Nitrates Regulations 
within a three year period – 2011 to 2013, following on from a similar breach in 2010.

17/02/2015WRK02350Food Harvest 2020 Strategy

17/02/2015WRK02400287. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position at the end of 2014 regarding the targets for growth set for each sector in Food Harvest 
2020, published in July 2010; the estimated number of jobs created in each sector following 
expansion; the increase in production and export growth for each sector; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [7154/15]

17/02/2015WRK02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): CSO Trade 
statistics for 2014 were released last week.  These show that the Food and Beverages categories 
(less tobacco) showed an increase of 5.8% in exports compared to 2013, demonstrating the 
continuing strong performance of agri-food exports relative to overall export growth (By com-
parison, overall merchandise exports increased by just 2.4% compared to 2013).

Food Harvest targets were for value increases to 2020 for primary production, value added 
and exports and details of the progress achieved is set out in the following table.   

Food Harvest 2020 – Progress to Date   

Headline Targets Baseline (2007-2009 
Average) 

FH2020 Target Latest (2014) 

Primary €4.596 billion €6.275 billion +33% €5,977   million + 
30 % 

Exports €8.298 billion € 12 billion + 40% € 10,574   million + 
27 % 

Gross Value Added €6.053 billion (2008 
baseline) 

€8.568 billion + 40% €7,450 million + 2 
3 %   (2012, most 
recent data)  

Milk Output Value €1.465 billion +50% + 44 % 
Cattle Output Value €1.552 billion +20% + 27 % 
Pigs Output Value €309 million   +50% + 54 % 
Sheep Output Value €172 million    +20% + 32 % 
Dairy Exports €2.198 billion + 60% + 39 % 
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Headline Targets Baseline (2007-2009 
Average) 

FH2020 Target Latest (2014) 

Beef Exports €1.526 billion +25% + 35 % 
Pigmeat Exports €334 million +40% + 71 % 
Sheepmeat Exports €172 million +25% + 2 7 % 
Seafood Exports €334 million +40% + 62 % 

Based on the latest CSO data (Quarterly National Household Survey, Q3 2014), employ-
ment in the agri-food sector overall now stands at 168,600, or 8.8% of total employment.

17/02/2015WRK02550Fishing Industry Development

17/02/2015WRK02600288. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
progress made in implementing the Bord Iascaigh Mhara strategy 2010 to 2012, Delivering on 
the Potential of Irish Seafood, and the Irish seafood national programme 2007 to 2013; the level 
of investment in the sector under these programmes; the number of jobs created; the growth in 
exports of seafood products; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [7155/15]

17/02/2015WRK02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Seafood 
Development Programme (SDP) 2007-2013 is the framework programme for public invest-
ment in the seafood industry, co-funded by the Exchequer and the European Fisheries Fund. 
The SDP has been operational since 2008 and will end in December 2015 at the latest.  The SDP 
provides for total public investment of €66 million in the fishing fleet, aquaculture, seafood 
processing, marketing and promotion of seafood, fishery harbours, and the economic develop-
ment of fisheries communities.  By the end of 2013, a little over €45 million had been invested 
under the SDP.

The Irish Seafood National Programme 2007-2013 is a complementary Exchequer funded 
framework programme for a small number of investment measures that were ineligible under 
the main EU co-funded programme or where there was insufficient funding available under that 
programme to implement all planned investment measures.  By the end of 2013, approximately 
€8 million had been invested under the National Programme.

The seafood sector provides employment for approximately 11,000 people around the coast 
of Ireland.  Employment levels have remained broadly stable over recent years, despite the 
recession.

The value of seafood exports has been increasing rapidly in recent years, despite the reces-
sion. Seafood exports increased in value by 70% between 2009 and 2014, rising from €315 mil-
lion to €540 million.  Taking exports and the home market into account the Irish seafood sector 
is now worth €800 million annually.  There is significant scope for further value expansion in 
our seafood sector in the years ahead.

In relation to Bord Iascaigh Mhara’s achievements in implementing its 2010-2012 Strategy 
‘Delivering on the Potential of Irish Seafood’, that is an operational matter for the Board of 
BIM.  I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to BIM for direct response.  The Deputy may 
wish to note that in 2013 BIM launched its present five year strategy for 2013-2017 – ‘Captur-
ing Ireland’s Share of the Global Seafood Opportunity ‘ and that is ongoing.

17/02/2015WRK02750National Postcode System Expenditure
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17/02/2015WRK02800289. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Defence the projected cost to his De-
partment to convert to using Eircode; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7604/15]

17/02/2015WRK02900Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): Currently my Department envisages that 
it will not incur any significant material costs during implementation of Eircode.

17/02/2015WRL00150Departmental Funding

17/02/2015WRL00200290. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
provide an update on the engagements her Department has had with officials in the European 
Commission in respect of an application for funding from the Rape Crisis Network Ireland, in 
respect of funds under the access to justice proposal under the European Union Commission 
Justice Programme 2014 to 2022; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6643/15]

17/02/2015WRL00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Neither I nor my offi-
cials have had any contact with European Commission officials in respect of an application for 
funding from the Rape Crisis Network Ireland. 

The Rape Crisis Network Ireland requested my Department to act as an associate partner 
and co-funder in its application to the EU Commission for funding for a research project.  My 
Department, having carefully considered this proposal, was not in a position to support it taking 
into account all relevant factors and having regard to other pressures on resources. 

17/02/2015WRL00325Legislative Measures

17/02/2015WRL00400291. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current status 
of the Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions) Bill 2012; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [6646/15]

17/02/2015WRL00500294. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding the removal of certain minor criminal convictions from a person’s record after a period 
of time; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6700/15]

17/02/2015WRL00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 291 and 294 together.

The current position is that the Bill has passed Committee Stage in the Dáil, having passed 
all stages in the Seanad.  However, before the Bill could be taken at Report Stage, a 2013 UK 
Court of Appeal judgment necessitated a review of the disclosure provisions in both the Nation-
al Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012 and the Spent Convictions Bill.  

The UK Court of Appeal found that the UK policy of disclosing all criminal convictions 
was in breach of Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights.  The Court found that 
disclosure of old minor criminal records should not be automatic but should instead be based 
on consideration of the relevance and proportionality of the conviction.  The Attorney General 
has advised that similar considerations should apply to disclosure of criminal convictions in 
this State. 

That review has been completed and amendments to the Vetting Act and consequential 
amendments to the Spent Convictions Bill are currently being drafted.  I expect the amend-
ments to be brought before the Oireachtas before the summer. 
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17/02/2015WRL00650Witness Protection Programme

17/02/2015WRL00700292. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total cost associ-
ated with the witness protection programme in each of the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 
2014. [6658/15]

17/02/2015WRL00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The expenditure from 
the Witness Security Programme subhead for the years 2010 - 2014 is set out in the table below.

Year Outturn
2010 €0.700m
2011 €0.700m
2012 *Nil
2013 €1.150m
2014 **€1.210m Provisional outturn
*  Expenses in relation to 2012 are reflected in outturn for 2013.

** The final outturn for 2014 will only be available when the Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral has finalised the 2014 Appropriation Accounts.

17/02/2015WRL00825Prison Suicides

17/02/2015WRL00900293. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of deaths 
that have occurred in prisons here in the past ten years; and the number of these deaths that are 
considered to have been suicide. [6659/15]

17/02/2015WRL01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Since 2005 there have 
been 86 deaths in custody in prisons.

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
9 12 7 11 10 11 6 5 7 8

Of the 86 deaths since 2005, 15 have been determined as death by suicide.

Since 1 January, 2012, the death of any prisoner in custody or on temporary release is the 
subject of an independent investigation by the Inspector of Prisons.  The Office of the Inspector 
is a statutory independent office established under the Prisons Act, 2007.  

The Inspector’s investigation and reports are part of a three pronged process, the other ele-
ments being investigations by An Garda Síochána, and investigations and inquests conducted 
by Coroners.

I can advise the Deputy that the circumstances of each death in custody and incident of self-
harm are also examined by a Local Suicide Prevention Group in each institution.  The groups 
are chaired by the Governors and include representatives from the various services: Doctor, 
Psychiatrist, Psychologist, Chaplain, Probation, Education and Prison staff.  They are required 
to meet quarterly or more often if necessary.  Their examinations cover fully the background 
and circumstances of each death.  Their objective is to identify, where possible, measures which 
might be implemented to contribute to a reduction in the risk of deaths in the future.  

In addition, the Irish Prison Service National Suicide and Harm Prevention Steering Group 
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provides a forum for collating the reports of the Local Suicide Prevention Groups, consider-
ing reports on death in custody from the Inspector of Prisons and disseminating key findings 
throughout the prison system.

Question No. 294 answered with Question No. 291.

17/02/2015WRL01150Deportation Orders

17/02/2015WRL01200295. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if, in the con-
text of a review and-or a revocation of a decision to deport a person (details supplied) in Dublin 
11, due cognisance will be given to the extent to which circumstances have changed since the 
deportation order was made, and the timeframe in the jurisdiction; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [6751/15]

17/02/2015WRL01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I refer the Deputy to the 
Reply given to his recent Parliamentary Question No. 109 of Thursday, 29th January 2015.  The 
status of the person concerned is as set out in that reply.

  I am informed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department 
that the person referred to is the subject of a Deportation Order and therefore has no entitle-
ment to residency in the State.

  The effect of the Deportation Order is that the person concerned must leave the State and 
remain thereafter outside the State.

  The enforcement of the Deportation Order is an operational matter for the Garda National 
Immigration Bureau.

  Representations were received from the legal representative of the person concerned pursu-
ant to Section 3 (11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), to revoke the Deportation 
Order.  The Deputy might wish to note that any such decision will be to ‘affirm’ or to ‘re-
voke’ the existing Deportation Order.  In the meantime, the Deportation Order remains valid 
and in place.

  Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifi-
cally established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases 
to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions 
process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the re-
sponse from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/02/2015WRL01350Residency Permits

17/02/2015WRL01400296. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the timeframe 
taken to assess an application for residency-leave to remain in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Monaghan; if the case of this person falls within this timeframe; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [6752/15]

17/02/2015WRL01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): In my response to Par-
liamentary Question No.105 of 29 January 2015 I set out the Department’s policy in relation to 
providing information on individual applications for asylum or subsidiary protection. 

As regards the processing of subsidiary protection applications generally, the following 
information may be of interest to the Deputy.  Responsibility for the processing of subsidiary 
protection applications rests with the Refugee Applications Commissioner under the European 
Union (Subsidiary Protection) Regulations 2013.  The Commissioner announced in March 2014 
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that he is according priority to certain classes of applications for subsidiary protection.  The le-
gal basis for the prioritisation of applications is set out in the 2013 Regulations.  Prioritisation 
relates solely to the scheduling of interviews and has no implications for any recommendation 
that might be made by the Commissioner.  The classes of applications to be prioritised includes 
those cases longest in the system.  The UNHCR as part of its mandate in relation to international 
protection has provided advice in relation to the prioritisation of applications. 

Protection applicants are issued with a temporary residence permission pending a final deci-
sion on their application.  It is only in circumstances where an applicant is refused a declaration 
that he or she is a refugee or a person eligible for subsidiary protection that leave to remain is 
then considered. 

17/02/2015WRL01550Residency Permits

17/02/2015WRL01600297. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if residential 
status has been awarded in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 22; if not, the reason 
for the delay over the past nine years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6755/15]

17/02/2015WRL01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): In my response to Par-
liamentary Question No.105 of 29 January 2015 I set out the Department’s policy in relation to 
providing information on individual applications for asylum or subsidiary protection. 

It should be noted that in very many instances the delay in finalising cases is due to appli-
cants initiating judicial review proceedings at various stages of the process.  The length of time 
applicants spend in the protection/leave to remain process is a matter of concern and in that 
regard, the Deputy may be aware this is one of the principal issues currently being examined 
by the Independent Working Group set up to report to Government on what improvements can 
be made to the protection process, including Direct Provision and supports for asylum seekers.  
The Working Group is due to report to Government by Easter 2015.

17/02/2015WRL01750Deportation Orders

17/02/2015WRL01800298. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if, in the con-
text of a review or request for revocation of a deportation order, consideration will be provided 
to the fact that six years passed before a deportation order was made, in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in County Meath; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6757/15]

17/02/2015WRL01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I refer the Deputy to the 
Reply given to his recent Parliamentary Question No. 101 of Thursday, 29th January 2015. The 
status of the person concerned is as set out in that reply.

I am informed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department 
that following a comprehensive and thorough examination of the asylum claim and application 
for subsidiary protection, and a detailed examination of the representations he submitted for 
consideration under Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), a Deportation Order 
was signed on 18 December 2012 in respect of the person referred to by the Deputy. 

The person concerned initiated judicial review proceedings challenging the Deportation 
Order made in respect of him.  Those proceedings were struck out in favour of the Department 
on 1 December 2014 and accordingly, the Deportation Order stands.  

  Representations were received from the person concerned pursuant to Section 3(11) of the 
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Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), to revoke the Deportation Order. The Deputy might wish 
to note that any such decision will be to ‘affirm’ or to ‘revoke’ the existing Deportation Order.  
In the meantime, the Deportation Order remains valid and in place.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by Email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/02/2015WRL01950Naturalisation Applications

17/02/2015WRL02000299. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of applications for naturalisation that have been made in the case of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kildare; and the reason these applications were refused, in view of the fact that the 
person has lived here since 1999, and is a European Union national [6758/15]

17/02/2015WRL02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am advised that an 
application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy was 
received in the Citizenship Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) 
in August, 2005 and in 2009 the then Minister for Justice decided in his absolute discretion to 
refuse the application.  The person concerned was informed of this and the reasons for it in a 
letter issued, via her solicitor on 31 March, 2009. 

A second application for a certificate of naturalisation was received in September, 2014.  On 
examination of the application submitted it was determined that the person in question did not 
meet the statutory residency requirements as set out in the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 
1956, as amended.  The person concerned was informed of this in a letter issued on 12 Novem-
ber, 2014.

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for citizenship if and when they are in 
a position to meet the prescribed statutory requirements.  The online Naturalisation Residency 
Calculator can be used as a guide to whether an individual satisfies the naturalisation residency 
conditions and, if not, give an indication of how long they should wait before making an ap-
plication.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.     

17/02/2015WRL02150Garda Resources

17/02/2015WRL02200300. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her plans to provide 
additional resources, personnel and vehicles to Crumlin village Garda station, Dublin 12; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [6764/15]

17/02/2015WRL02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): One of the primary 
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functions of the Garda Commissioner under the Garda Síochána Acts is to direct and control 
An Garda Síochána.  The Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel and vehicles, among the Garda Regions, Divisions, and Districts.  Garda 
management keeps this distribution under continuing review in the context of crime trends and 
policing priorities so as to ensure that the best possible use is made of these resources. 

The Deputy will appreciate that, as with any large organisation, on any given day the num-
ber of Gardaí assigned to any station may fluctuate due, for example, to promotion, transfer, 
retirements and resignations.  However, I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that 
the personnel strength of Crumlin Garda Station on the 31 December 2014, the latest date for 
which figures are readily available, was 94.  There are also eight Garda Reserves and eight ci-
vilians attached to the Station.

As the Deputy will be aware, 100 new recruits entered training at the Garda College in 
Templemore in September 2014, the first intake of Garda recruits since 2009. This was fol-
lowed by an intake of a further 100 new recruits in December and another 100 last week.  This 
has brought the number of recruits in the Garda College to 300 and is a measure of this Gov-
ernment’s commitment to the Garda Síochána.  The first intake of recruits will attest as mem-
bers of An Garda Síochána in May of this year and will be assigned to Garda Stations by the 
Garda Commissioner.  The Garda Commissioner, will of course, continue to keep the needs of 
Crumlin Garda Station under review within the overall context of the needs of Garda Stations 
throughout the country.

With regard to additional vehicles, the Deputy will be aware that I recently secured an ad-
ditional €10 million for investment in the Garda fleet, €7 million of which was made available 
in 2014, with the remaining €3 million being provided in 2015.  The additional investment of €7 
million enabled An Garda Síochána  to purchase 370 new vehicles towards the end of last year.  
These vehicles will be allocated to Garda Divisions in line with the Garda Commissioner’s 
operational requirements.  Again, I am advised by the Garda authorities that the needs of the 
Crumlin area will be fully considered when these vehicles are being allocated.

17/02/2015WRL02350Garda Deployment

17/02/2015WRL02400301. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of garda 
personnel currently assigned to Terenure Garda station, Dublin 6W; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [6765/15]

17/02/2015WRL02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resources, including 
personnel and vehicles, among the Garda Regions, Divisions, and Districts.  Garda manage-
ment keeps this distribution under continuing review in the context of crime trends and policing 
priorities so as to ensure that the best possible use is made of these resources. 

I have however been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the personnel strength of 
Terenure Garda Station on 31 December 2014, the latest date for which figures are readily avail-
able, was 91.  There are also six Garda Reserves and four civilians attached to Terenure Garda 
Station.

17/02/2015WRL02550Magdalen Laundries Report

17/02/2015WRL02600302. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
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made, to date, on the recommendations made by Mr. Justice Quirke in respect of the Magdalen 
laundries; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [6816/15]

17/02/2015WRL02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Government is 
committed to full implementation of the Quirke Report.

Significant progress has been made on the implementation of the Magdalen Redress Scheme.  
To date, a decision has been made on 87% of the applications received and 503 applicants have 
been paid their lump sums at a cost of nearly €18.5m.

Judge Quirke recommended that the women should have access to an enhanced medical 
card.  He also specifically recommended that legislation be introduced to give effect to this 
recommendation.  As the Deputy will be aware, this Bill (the Redress for Women Resident 
in Certain Institutions Bill 2014) is currently at Report Stage in the Dáil and I hope, with the 
co-operation of the Oireachtas, that the Bill will be enacted very promptly.  This Bill makes 
special provision for free access to health services for women who worked in the 12 specified 
institutions.

The women are already covered by section 21 (appointment of a care representative) under 
the Nursing Homes Support Scheme Act 2009.  Judge Quirke recommended provision for a 
mechanism whereby a person can be appointed to act in the best interests of a woman who 
receives an ex-gratia payment under the scheme where she lacks capacity.  This is being done 
through the Assisted Decision Making (Capacity) Bill, currently awaiting Committee Stage in 
the Dail.

Judge Quirke’s recommendation regarding top up pension type payments is being fully 
implemented.  This recommendation proposes that eligible women should in addition and with-
out regard to the “lump” sum payments receive weekly payments of €100 if under 66 and the 
equivalent of the State Contributory pension - €230.30 - if over 66 for the remainder of their 
lives.  These payments are to be calculated net of other State benefits.  The Department of So-
cial Protection has set up a separate scheme to give effect to this  recommendation and it is con-
tinuing to process payments on a phased basis.  Regardless of when applications are received 
the appropriate payments are being backdated to the commencement date of the scheme which 
is 1st August 2013.

Judge Quirke’s remaining recommendation regarding a dedicated unit is a longer term issue 
which will be addressed after processing of applications and the provision of benefits has been 
completed.

17/02/2015WRL02750Garda Remuneration

17/02/2015WRL02800303. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will reinstate 
the pensionable rent allowance of approximately €4,000 per annum, as this has been in place 
since the inspection of An Garda Síochána and it is crucial especially in view of the fact that the 
current graduates have experienced a pay cut of over €4,000 on the salaries of the 2009 gradu-
ates and therefore an overall cut of approximately €8,000 which puts them in an unsustainable 
position; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [6819/15]

17/02/2015WRL02850312. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she is satisfied 
with her Department’s allocation for the current wage scale for new Garda recruits, particularly 
in view of the removal in 2014 of the rent allowance allocation of roughly €4,000 per year, 
which constitutes a significant cut to the pay package; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [5774/15]



17 February 2015

189

17/02/2015WRL02875313. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will provide 
details on the implications of the Haddington Road agreement on salaries in An Garda Sío-
chána, in particular, in relation to the pay package for new Garda recruits; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [5775/15]

17/02/2015WRL02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 303, 312 and 313 together.

The current Garda recruit competition commenced in late 2013 and attracted over 20,000 
applications.  Details of the remuneration package, i.e. basic pay and other allowances includ-
ing unsocial hours allowances, were made available to all applicants prior to their recruitment.  
These pay scales do not include any allowances.  It is expected that newly attested Gardaí will 
be assigned to frontline duties and will work the Garda Roster system.  This will immediately 
attract unsocial hours payments which, in addition with other relevant allowances, amounts to 
over 25% of their earnings.  Even at the entry level of €23,171 and the lower end of unsocial 
hours scale, this would add almost €5,800 to their salary. 

The Deputies will be aware that under the 2013 Haddington Road Agreement, the current 
remuneration and conditions of service of members of An Garda Síochána together with an 
evaluation of annualised hours/shift pay arrangements are being examined as part of a wider 
review of An Garda Síochána.

However, the Deputies will also be aware that, following a review of all allowances in the 
public service in 2011 and 2012, rent allowance for all new public servants including Gardaí, 
Prison Officers and Fire Officers was abolished in early 2012.  There are no plans to re-instate 
this  allowance.

17/02/2015WRM00200Garda Investigations

17/02/2015WRM00300304. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of the 
investigation by An Garda Síochána into the incident involving the Minister for Social Protec-
tion at Jobstown, Dublin 24. [6835/15]

17/02/2015WRM00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The allocation of all 
Garda resources is a matter for the Garda Commissioner.

In that context, I am advised by the Garda authorities that Garda personnel may be assigned 
to several investigations in response to operational requirements and, accordingly, it is not pos-
sible to provide costs associated with the investigation of specific incidents.

17/02/2015WRM00500Proposed Legislation

17/02/2015WRM00600305. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 280 of 18 December 2014, the position regarding a regulatory impact 
assessment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6842/15]

17/02/2015WRM00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Further to my response 
of 18 December, I wish to inform the Deputy that it remains my intention to publish this Regu-
latory Impact Assessment for consultation in the early part of this year.

17/02/2015WRM00800Liquor Licensing Laws
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17/02/2015WRM00900306. Deputy Joe Costello asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason for the 
continued prohibition on the sale of alcohol in licensed premises on Good Friday; if she will 
consider lifting the prohibition; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6849/15]

17/02/2015WRM01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The position is that 
statutory restrictions on the sale of alcohol on Good Friday, which have historical origins, will 
be examined in the context of the forthcoming Sale of Alcohol Bill.  This Bill will update the 
law relating to the sale, supply and consumption of alcohol in licensed premises and will pro-
vide an opportunity for reviewing statutory restrictions on alcohol sales.  The Bill will repeal 
the Licensing Acts 1833 to 2011, and the Registration of Clubs Acts 1904 to 2008, and replace 
them with streamlined and updated provisions.

17/02/2015WRM01100Stardust Fire

17/02/2015WRM01200307. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
confirm that the tragic Stardust fire disaster of 14 February 1981 is being re-examined by her 
Department. [6854/15]

17/02/2015WRM01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I met with the Stardust 
Relatives’ and Victims Committee in July of last year and this meeting provided an opportunity 
for me to hear their concerns at first hand.  At that meeting representatives of the Committee 
set out, in some detail, their concerns in relation to the Inquiries into this matter that have been 
undertaken previously and some related financial issues that have arisen.

Following that meeting, I appointed an official in my Department to liaise with the Com-
mittee and they have engaged with representatives of the Committee in relation to these mat-
ters.  With regard to the question of any new evidence that might warrant the consideration of 
a further inquiry, two reports compiled by a researcher associated with the Committee were 
submitted to my Department since my meeting with the Committee.  However, subsequently 
the researcher concerned requested the return of these reports; my Department complied with 
this request.  My Department has requested that the decision to withdraw these reports be re-
considered so that the reports can be the subject of examination in my Department.  There are 
ongoing communications between representatives of the Committee and my Department, and 
further material has been submitted to my Department as recently as this week; this material is 
being examined and a response will issue in the near future.

I wish also to inform the Deputy that allegations raised by the Stardust Relatives’ and Vic-
tims Committee and their representatives in relation to certain matters are the subject of an 
ongoing investigation by An Garda Síochána.  I am informed, by the Garda Commissioner, that 
this is a complex investigation and, you will understand, I cannot do anything that might cut 
across this investigation.

17/02/2015WRM01400Stardust Fire

17/02/2015WRM01500308. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
initiate a commission of investigation, under the 2004 legislation, into the Stardust tragedy of 
St. Valentine’s day 1981 and the subsequent Keane tribunal report. [6855/15]

17/02/2015WRM01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will be 
aware, following a long campaign on the part of the victims, Mr. Paul Coffey SC was appointed 
in 2008 by the then Government, with the agreement of the Victims Committee, to review the 
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case made by the Committee for a new inquiry into the fire.  His report was published in Janu-
ary 2009.  He concluded that the original Tribunal finding of arson was a hypothetical one only 
and that no-one present on the night can be held responsible.  He further concluded that in the 
absence of any identified evidence as to the cause of the fire, the most a further inquiry could 
achieve would be another set of hypothetical findings, which would not be in the public interest.  
The then Government accepted Mr. Coffey’s findings and motions were passed in both Houses 
of the Oireachtas endorsing his conclusions and expressing sympathy with the families.

I accept, of course, that some of the victims and their relatives of this dreadful tragedy do 
not accept the conclusions of the Independent Examination, during which persons were free to 
make their case to Mr. Coffey.  Indeed the concerns of the Stardust Committee in this regard 
were outlined to me when I met with representatives of the Committee last July.  This meeting 
provided an opportunity for me to hear their concerns at first hand.  At that meeting the Com-
mittee set out, in some detail, their concerns in relation to the Inquiries into this matter that 
have been undertaken previously and some related financial issues that have arisen.  Since that 
meeting my Department has engaged in extensive communications with representatives of the 
Committee in relation to matters raised by them and these communications are ongoing.

I remain open to considering any material that the Committee or their representatives wish 
me to consider in this regard and my Department has, in its communications, made that clear.  In 
saying this I should caution against raising unrealistic expectations about what can be achieved 
or appearing to suggest that the outcome of the Coffey examination can be set aside, simply on 
the basis that his conclusions are not accepted by some.

I wish also to inform the Deputy that allegations raised by the Stardust Relatives’ and Vic-
tims Committee and their representatives in relation to certain matters are the subject of an 
ongoing investigation by An Garda Síochána.  I am informed, by the Garda Commissioner, that 
this is a complex investigation and, you will understand, I cannot do anything that might cut 
across this investigation.

17/02/2015WRM01700Garda Vetting of Personnel

17/02/2015WRM01800309. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the average 
waiting time for Garda clearance, or the vetting process, to be carried out; the way this time 
period compares with similar waiting times in 2013 and 2014. [6856/15]

17/02/2015WRM01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am informed by the 
Garda authorities that the average processing time for vetting applications since February 2014 
is approximately 4 weeks from date of receipt.  This compares to an average of 9 weeks to pro-
cess cases in 2013.

In the interest of fairness, Garda vetting applications are processed in chronological order 
based on the date of receipt in the Garda Central Vetting Unit and all organisations registered 
for Garda vetting are aware of the processing time-frames and have been advised to factor this 
into their recruitment and selection process.  However, seasonal fluctuations and the necessity 
to seek additional information on particular applications can result in this processing time being 
exceeded on occasion.

Last year the Garda Central Vetting Unit processed over 318,000 applications.  The majority 
of these applications were dealt with within the average four week processing time referred to 
above.
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17/02/2015WRM02000Crime Levels

17/02/2015WRM02100310. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
report on continuing serious levels of burglary from homes in the Dublin metropolitan district; 
the measures her Department and An Garda Síochána have put in place to ensure that all gold 
and jewellery sold to jewellery and gold shops is verifiable and traceable. [6857/15]

17/02/2015WRM02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can assure the Deputy 
that I am very conscious of the concerns which exist in relation to burglary and am working 
closely with the Garda Commissioner and other relevant criminal justice agencies to ensure that 
an effective, whole of system response is in place.

It is the case that, having fallen in 2013, an increase in the number of burglary offences was 
recorded during 2014, driven mainly by an increase in the Dublin area.  An Garda Síochána is 
responding to the increase experienced in the Dublin area through Operation Acer, which is in 
force throughout the Dublin Metropolitan Region.  This includes a particular focus on identify-
ing and targeting criminal groups who have played a large part in the recent increase.  Burglary 
Response Units attached to each Division take the lead in Operation Acer and are assisted by 
other units as required.  In addition, a further and related operation, Operation Creeper, assists 
in the surveillance of Acer targets by monitoring their movements and this Operation has been 
tasked solely with targeting burglary suspects which has resulted in the successful arrests of 
Acer targets.  These Operations are all coordinated under Operation Fiacla, which is the na-
tional operation targeting burglary using an intelligence and analysis-led approach.

Since Operation Acer commenced in early 2012, I am advised that there has been 5,389 
arrests, 2,746 charges and 1,087 convictions for burglary in the Dublin area, up to 3 February 
2015.

In addition to these policing responses, I am also carrying out a broader and urgent review of 
the criminal justice system’s response to the problem of burglaries.  This includes a focus on in-
teragency measures in relation to the management of prolific offenders, visible policing, crime 
prevention support for communities, and an examination of legislative issues.  Burglary is a 
persistent and highly damaging crime, and I am determined to tackle it on a number of fronts, 
and through a partnership approach between criminal justice agencies and the community.

Insofar as the question of traceability of gold and jewellery purchases is concerned, I am 
committed to examining the best approach to regulation in the area of cash for gold business 
providers, having regard to the potentially significant impact on legitimate businesses. It is 
important to recognise that any legislation in this area would have a potentially significant im-
pact on a broad range of businesses.  There are a large number of legitimate businesses such as 
jewellers, antique dealers etc., as well as ‘cash for gold’ outlets that would be impacted upon.  
As the regulatory and resource burden of any proposed measure will have to be carefully exam-
ined to ensure that it is proportionate to the matter being addressed I have asked officials in my 
Department to carry out a Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) which will facilitate a process 
of consultation with groups likely to be affected.  The current position is that my Department 
is finalising a RIA which will comprise a detailed and systematic appraisal of the potential im-
pacts of any proposed regulation in order to assess whether the regulation is likely to achieve 
the desired objectives and the potential costs that will arise.  It is my intention to publish this 
RIA for consultation in early 2015.

17/02/2015WRM02300Gambling Sector
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17/02/2015WRM02400311. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she or her 
officials will arrange to meet with a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5, to discuss the gaming 
industry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6861/15]

17/02/2015WRM02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can inform the Deputy 
that officials in my Department have met with the individual in question on a number of occa-
sions in recent years.

My officials have met, and continue to meet, individuals and organisations representing a 
wide range of interests in the gaming and gambling areas.  My officials remain open to meeting 
with the individual in question on further occasions, as circumstances allow, in the future.

  Questions Nos. 312 and 313 answered with Question No. 303.

17/02/2015WRM02700Criminal Prosecutions

17/02/2015WRM02800314. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of the fact 
that a police certificate was issued in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Dublin, 
which shows two criminal convictions, and in view of information supplied pursuant to section 
4 of the Data Protection Act 1988 and 2003, reference number 14/342719, which shows one 
conviction, and other charges dismissed pursuant to section 1(i) of the Probation of Offenders 
Acts 1907, and that these offences occurred up to 38 years ago, if she will ensure that a police 
certificate is issued which records one criminal conviction as a matter of urgency, due to the 
person’s pending visit to Australia; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6904/15]

17/02/2015WRM02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): In the time available 
it has not been possible to obtain the information sought by the Deputy.  The information has 
been sought from the Garda Síochána and a reply will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as 
this information is to hand.

17/02/2015WRM03000Proposed Legislation

17/02/2015WRM03100315. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
provide an update regarding the mediation Bill 2012; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [6937/15]

17/02/2015WRM03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Mediation Bill is 
being drafted in the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel.  However, the Government has a de-
manding schedule of urgent legislation at present and for that reason it is not possible to give 
a specific date for publication of the Bill at this stage.  However, it is my intention to proceed 
quickly with enactment of the Bill following publication later this year.

17/02/2015WRM03300Citizenship Status

17/02/2015WRM03400316. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a person on a stamp 
4 visa may apply for an Irish passport, or if that person must complete the naturalisation pro-
cess, before a passport may be issued. [6964/15]

17/02/2015WRM03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Only Irish citizens are 
entitled to an Irish passport. Foreign nationals living in the State may apply for citizenship 
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through naturalisation if and when they are in a position to meet the statutory requirements as 
prescribed in the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.  Section 15 of the 
Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, provides that the Minister may, in her 
absolute discretion, grant an application for a certificate of naturalisation provided certain statu-
tory conditions are fulfilled.  The conditions are that the applicant must

- be of full age;

- be of good character;

- have had a period of one year’s continuous residency in the State immediately before the 
date of application and, during the eight years immediately preceding that period, have had a 
total residence in the State amounting to four years;

- intend in good faith to continue to reside in the State after naturalisation;

- have, before a judge of the District Court in open court, in a citizenship ceremony or in 
such manner as the Minister, for special reasons, allows- (i) made a declaration, in the pre-
scribed manner, of fidelity to the nation and loyalty to the State, and (ii) undertaken to faithfully 
observe the laws of the State and to respect its democratic values.

A foreign national who is married to, or is the civil partner of, an Irish citizen for at least 
three years may apply for naturalisation under section 15A of the Irish Naturalisation and Citi-
zenship Act 1956, as amended, where they have been continuously resident in the island of 
Ireland for the year immediately prior to the date of their application and for two out of the four 
years prior to that year.  The marriage or civil partnership must be subsisting and recognised 
under Irish law. Section 15A provides that the Minister may waive certain conditions for natu-
ralisation if satisfied that the applicant would suffer serious consequences in respect of his or 
her bodily integrity or liberty if not granted Irish citizenship.

Section 16 of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, provides that the 
Minister may, in her absolute discretion, waive some or all of the statutory conditions in certain 
circumstances e.g. where an applicant is of Irish descent or of Irish associations; where an ap-
plicant is a person who is a refugee within the meaning of the United Nations Convention relat-
ing to the Status of Refugees; where an applicant is a Stateless person within the meaning of the 
United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Stateless persons; or where the application 
is made on behalf of the minor child of a naturalised Irish citizen.

When an applicant is issued a certificate of naturalisation, he or she can then make an ap-
plication to the Passport Office of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade for an Irish 
passport.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
established specifically for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/02/2015WRM03600Referendum Campaigns

17/02/2015WRM03700317. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding the recommendation from the Constitutional Convention on blasphemy; and if she will 
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make a statement on the matter. [2172/15]

17/02/2015WRM03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will be 
aware that the Government agreed last September to hold a referendum on removing the of-
fence of blasphemy contained in Article 40.6.1.1 of the Constitution, in response to the 6th 
Report of the Convention on the Constitution.  The Government’s response was presented in 
the Dáil on 2nd October 2014.

The work necessary to prepare a Referendum Bill and a Bill to amend the current legislative 
provision for the offence of blasphemy is ongoing in my Department.

An appropriate date for the Referendum will be decided by Government when the legisla-
tion has been prepared.  Last month, the Taoiseach confirmed in the Dáil that the blasphemy 
referendum will not be held in 2015, as two referenda are already scheduled for this year.

In the meantime, my officials and I are working on preparing the necessary legislation, 
which is included in the Government Legislative Programme for 2015.

17/02/2015WRN00150Same-sex Marriage

17/02/2015WRN00200318. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the role her De-
partment will have for the forthcoming referendum on same-sex marriage in May 2015; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [3267/15]

17/02/2015WRN00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will be 
aware, I have responsibility for the preparation of the legislation that will pave the way for the 
forthcoming referendum on marriage equality.  The Thirty-fourth Amendment of the Constitu-
tion (Marriage Equality) Bill 2015 was published on 21 January of this year.  The aim is that the 
Second Stage debate on the Bill will be held in this House shortly.

My Department is engaged in the development of the accompanying implementation Bill 
which will be brought forward if the referendum is passed by the people and will be designed 
to make the necessary adjustments in existing law, including marriage law, to ensure that the 
decision of the people is implemented.  I hope to be in a position to publish the General Scheme 
of the implementation Bill in advance of the planned Second Stage debate on the Thirty-fourth 
Amendment of the Constitution (Marriage Equality) Bill 2015 so that  there will be a clear in-
dication as to the legislative changes that are intended to be brought forward if the referendum 
is approved by the people.

17/02/2015WRN00350Magdalen Laundries Report

17/02/2015WRN00400319. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views on 
the lack of comprehensive answers offered by the inter-departmental committee on the Magda-
len laundries, the fact that testimony from survivors is ignored and many aspects and concerns 
raised by survivors and justice groups is being left out, while exclusive attention is being given 
to the version of events given by religious orders; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [2181/15]

17/02/2015WRN00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the report of the Inter-Departmental Committee to establish the facts of State involve-
ment with the Magdalen Laundries - The McAleese Report - was published on the 5th February 
2013 and gave a fully comprehensive answer to the question posed by its terms of reference.  
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The Report, a detailed, carefully researched document running to over 1,000 pages, has been 
fully accepted by the Irish Government as a comprehensive and objective report of the factual 
position prepared under the supervision of an independent chairperson.  The McAleese Report 
brought into the public arena a considerable amount of information not previously known.  It 
also showed that many of the preconceptions about these institutions were not supported by the 
facts.

I do not understand what is the basis for the assertion that “survivor testimony is ignored”. 
The testimony of these women who entered the institutions in question is referred to in a num-
ber of chapters and indeed chapter 19 is centred primarily around the testimony provided by 
those women.  The working methods of the Committee are set out in detail in chapter 4 of 
the report.  It refers to a wide range of sources including records from different sources.  The 
chapter also clearly states that a variety of people were consulted and among the persons who 
were met and provided input were the women who were admitted to and worked there and the 
Representative and Advocacy Groups.  A total of 118 women were met during the process of the 
Inter-Departmental Committee. Members of the religious orders were also met and provided an 
input as were any other persons who had knowledge of the institutions.

As the Deputy will remember on foot of the findings of the report, the Taoiseach made an 
apology in Dáil Eireann and the ex-gratia scheme of benefits for survivors was introduced.

17/02/2015WRN00550Departmental Staff Data

17/02/2015WRN00600320. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of staff 
attached to the Office of Internet Safety within her Department; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [7033/15]

17/02/2015WRN00700321. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of staff 
attached to the Office of Internet Security who hold a qualification in the area of child protec-
tion, digital investigation or forensic computing; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[7034/15]

17/02/2015WRN00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 320 and 321 together.

The Office for Internet Safety, which is an executive office in my Department, was estab-
lished in September 2007.  There are currently 3 staff assigned to the Office whose roles relate 
to the provision of advice to the parents of young people on internet safety, the channelling 
of EU funding to partner bodies and the coordination of the delivery of their activities and, as 
such, the qualifications mentioned by the Deputy are not a requirement.

17/02/2015WRN00850Garda Training

17/02/2015WRN00900322. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the course work and 
training available to members of An Garda Síochána in the area of cyber-crime, online bullying 
and related child welfare and protection issues; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[7035/15]

17/02/2015WRN01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have been informed by 
the Garda Commissioner that Garda Recruits entering the Garda College, Templemore, com-
plete a BA in Applied Policing. The issue of Online Bullying and Social Media issues are in-
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cluded in  the programme and also form  part of An Garda Síochána Continuous Professional 
Development training.

Also on Phase II of the BA, a two day “Children First” programme {designed in conjunc-
tion with the Health and Safety Executive (H.S.E.)} is delivered at the Garda Training College.

Garda personnel attached to the Computer Crime Investigation Unit have undergone a Mas-
ters Degree in Forensic Computing and Cybercrime Investigation at University College Dublin.

An Garda Síochána is also seeking to up-skill Garda members nationwide as part of the 
Fraud Training Course   through a  “First Responders Course for Cyber Crime”  to be held at 
University College Dublin. The first course will take place at the end of February, 2015.

Online bullying is currently not a specific criminal offence. Such activities are covered by 
Section 10 of the Non Fatal Offences against the Persons Act 1997 (Harassment). All members 
of An Garda Síochána are trained in the investigation of this type of crime and the Computer 
Crime Investigation Unit (C.C.I.U.) is specifically trained in obtaining on-line evidence relating 
to this type of offence.

The Paedophile Investigation Unit (P.I.U.) in the Domestic Violence and Sexual Crime In-
vestigation Unit (D.V.S.A.I.U.) is specifically trained in the investigation of Online Child Sex-
ual Abuse Material and Child Exploitation.  All members of the Unit have attended the Europol 
Training Course on  “Combating Online Sexual Exploitation of Children”.  A number of other 
Garda members attached to the Domestic Violence and Sexual Crime Investigation Unit have 
received the same training.

On the subject of Child Welfare and protection issues, all members at Garda and Sergeant 
ranks in the Domestic Violence and Sexual Crime Investigation Unit have received “Children 
First Training”. This training is delivered by way of Continuous Professional Development. An 
Garda Síochána have trained Specialist Interviewers to conduct interviews with children and 
vulnerable adults.

Furthermore, An Garda Síochána has developed a “Schools Programme” in conjunction 
with the Department of Education and Skills for primary school children called “Respectful 
Online Communication” and a secondary school programme called “Connect with Respect  ” 
which are focused packages delivered by specially trained Gardaí on the subject of developing 
responsible on-line communication.

The primary school package – “Respectful Online Communication” targets 5th and 6th  class 
children and addresses the social media element of personal safety, recognising the challenges 
that children and young people face when using technology.

The Programme aims to foster a sense of care and respect for others on-line, and to equip 
children to effectively deal with the challenge of cyber-bullying.

The secondary school package – “Connect with Respect” targets 1st, 2nd and 3rd  year stu-
dents.  This provides information to young people on personal safety and an understanding of 
cyber-bullying, the impact of it on different people, how to recognise it and highlights that it is 
unacceptable behaviour. It also attempts to change the attitude of bystanders to make them more 
likely to intervene positively and effectively in on-line bullying situations.

Both packages include discussions between the facilitating Gardaí and the students which 
allows for reflection and opportunity for responsible decision making in the future.  Other 
subjects included in the Garda Schools Programme are: the role of the Garda, substance abuse, 
vandalism, personal safety, road safety as well as respectful on-line communication.
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17/02/2015WRN01050Coroners Service

17/02/2015WRN01100323. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will investi-
gate the case of a person (details supplied) in County Louth; the reason this case took ten years 
to reach inquest; the current situation regarding the ongoing Garda Síochána review of this case; 
when this review might be concluded; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7044/15]

17/02/2015WRN01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will appre-
ciate that I have no role in relation to the conduct of individual inquests.  The legislation govern-
ing coroner matters is the Coroners Act, 1962.  Under this legislation, a coroner is a statutory 
officer exercising quasi-judicial functions in relation to which he or she is independent. The 
conduct of the inquest is solely a matter for the coroner.

As regards the Garda review referred to, I have requested a report from the Garda authorities 
and will contact the Deputy directly as soon as the report is to hand.

17/02/2015WRN01250Firearms Licences

17/02/2015WRN01300324. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when she will refer 
the Firearms Act 1925 to the Law Reform Commission to thoroughly review it, and advise what 
the law should be in the 21st century; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [7055/15]

17/02/2015WRN01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Law Reform Com-
mission (LRC) has restated the Firearms Acts and this “administrative consolidation” is avail-
able on the LRC website. The restatement is dated 31 October 2012 and it contains all amend-
ments to the Firearms Acts.

In light of public safety concerns highlighted by An Garda Síochána, a joint Department of 
Justice and Equality/An Garda Síochána Working Group was established by my Department to 
review firearms licensing. The report of this Working Group was published on 13 November 
2014 and submissions on the report were sought from stakeholders and the public by 31 Janu-
ary 2015.

These submissions are now being considered. Consolidation of the law on firearms will be 
considered further when I have met interest groups following consideration of the submissions.

17/02/2015WRN01450Garda Resources

17/02/2015WRN01500325. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views that 
there are sufficient Garda resources in Portmarnock, County Dublin, to effectively deal with 
break-ins in the area (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7085/15]

17/02/2015WRN01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resources, including 
personnel and vehicles, among the Garda Regions, Divisions, and Districts. Garda management 
keep this distribution under continuing review in the context of crime trends and policing priori-
ties so as to ensure that the best possible use is made of these resources.

I have however been informed by the Garda Commissioner that Malahide Garda Station 
patrols the Portmarnock area. The personnel strength of Malahide Garda Station on 31 De-
cember 2014, the latest date for which figures are readily available, was 30. There are also two 
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Garda Reserves and one civilian attached to the Station. Malahide Garda Station forms part of 
the Coolock Garda District in the DMR North Garda Division. The personnel strength of the 
DMR North Garda Division on the same date was 681. There are also 61 Garda Reserves and 
42 Civilians attached to the DMR North Garda Division.

Resources are further augmented by a number of Garda National Units such as the Garda 
National Drugs Unit, the Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB), the Criminal Assets Bu-
reau (CAB) and other specialised units all of which provide a comprehensive policing service 
to the community.

As the Deputy will be aware, 100 new recruits entered training at the Garda College in Tem-
plemore in September 2014, the first intake of Garda recruits since 2009. This was followed by 
an intake of a further 100 new recruits in December and another 100 in the first week of Febru-
ary.  This has brought the number of recruits in the Garda College to 300 and is a measure of 
this Government’s commitment to the Garda Síochána. The first intake of recruits will attest as 
members of An Garda Síochána in May of this year and will be assigned to Garda Stations by 
the Garda Commissioner.  The Garda Commissioner, will of course, continue to keep the needs 
of Malahide Garda Station under review within the overall context of the needs of Garda Divi-
sions throughout the country.

17/02/2015WRN01650Garda Complaints Procedures

17/02/2015WRN01700326. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a 
review by an independent panel into a complaint against the Garda Síochána, arising from an 
incident with a person (details supplied) in County Mayo on 14 July 2013 will be completed. 
[7101/15]

17/02/2015WRN01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The independent review 
panel, to which the Deputy refers, has been examining 315 cases.  This is a significant number 
of cases, and somewhat higher than originally estimated, but I think it was important to refer 
to the Panel all of the allegations that have been made to me as Minister or to the Taoiseach, 
whether they came direct from complainants or through public representatives or representative 
groups, with only the most minimal filtering out of cases which did not actually relate to the 
Garda Síochána. This does mean that counsel are examining a very wide range of cases, some 
of which deal directly with the Garda Síochána, but others of which extend to other aspects of 
the criminal justice system beyond my remit, such as the prosecution and trial of offences. It is 
also worth noting that the cases contain a very wide variety in the seriousness of the allegations.

It is important that nothing arises which might detract from the integrity of the review 
mechanism. It was therefore considered inappropriate to place a time constraint upon the work-
ing of the Panel, although they intend to conclude their work as soon is reasonably practicable.  
The crucial point is that every case will have been reviewed by independent counsel, who will 
have made an objective recommendation.

Nevertheless the Panel has made significant progress and the submission of recommenda-
tions to me is being prepared by officials.  Each recommendation will be very carefully consid-
ered, but as a matter of general principle let me say quite clearly that, in coming to a decision 
in each case, I will be very strongly guided by the independent advice of counsel. Quite clearly 
having engaged counsel for this review, it would be entirely appropriate to be guided by their 
advice.  However I would also make the point that in many cases, counsel may recommend 
that no further action can reasonably be taken. This might be, for example, because a case has 
already been through due process even though the complainant remains unhappy with the out-
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come.  There will be no undue delay in the process of notifying complainants of the outcome 
of the reviews.

17/02/2015WRN01850Road Traffic Offences

17/02/2015WRN01900327. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
provide, in detail, the methodology that An Garda Síochána uses to survey the level of compli-
ance with the speed limit, in any given location, particularly in terms of standard protocols and 
quality management to ensure validity, reliability and replicability of findings, across Garda 
divisions.  [7103/15]

17/02/2015WRN02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will be 
aware that since 2010, An Garda Síochána has contracted a service provider ‘GoSafe’ to operate 
safety cameras on its behalf. This service encompasses both speed detection and speed survey 
sessions.

In that regard, GoSafe conducts regular speed surveys at locations identified by An Garda 
Síochána as having the greatest propensity for speed related collisions, to ensure on-going ap-
propriate deployment of safety cameras. I am informed by the Garda authorities that prior to a 
zone being used for conducting monitoring sessions, a number of speed surveys are carried out 
to establish baseline driver behaviour within the zone against which any changes in driver be-
haviour can be determined. Speed surveys are then carried out at regular intervals within these 
zones to track any changes in driver behaviour and to monitor compliance with speed limits 
within these zones. Each survey session counts the free speed of vehicles under 5 categories; 
cars; single-decker buses; double-decker buses; rigid vehicles; and articulated vehicles.

I am further informed that the methodology used follows similar principles to those used by 
the National Roads Authority (NRA) in carrying out speed surveys.

Speed enforcement zones are continually reviewed in light of survey data, collision history 
and local feedback to ensure enforcement activity is targeted at the locations where collisions 
are occurring. There are 727 speed enforcement zones nationally, with details and locations of 
each available on the Garda website.

17/02/2015WRN02050Garda Investigations

17/02/2015WRN02100328. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if her attention has 
been drawn to a case (details supplied) in which a person was fatally shot in Dundalk, County 
Louth; the circumstances under which the suspect was granted permits for firearms; by whom; 
the number of permits granted and for what purposes; if the suspect had any previous convic-
tions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7124/15]

17/02/2015WRN02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have asked the Garda 
Commissioner for a report in relation to the matter and will write to the Deputy as soon as I 
have further information.

17/02/2015WRN02250Garda Investigations

17/02/2015WRN02300329. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will assist in 
locating documents pertaining to a Garda investigation and coroner’s report into the death of a 
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person (details supplied) in County Louth in 1981. [7126/15]

17/02/2015WRN02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can inform the Deputy 
that the particular case to which he refers is amongst those being considered under the mecha-
nism established for the independent review of certain allegations of Garda misconduct, or in-
adequacies in the investigation of certain allegations, which have been made to me as Minister 
for Justice and Equality, or the Taoiseach, with a view to determining to what extent and in what 
manner further action may be required in each case.

The maintenance of individual Garda investigation files is an operational matter for the 
Garda Commissioner and is not a matter in which I have any role or function.  However, I un-
derstand that the file referred to by the Deputy has come to light and that a copy of it has been 
made available to the Independent Review Mechanism.  I also understand that a member of the 
family of the person referred to by the Deputy has been notified that this is the case.

I have no role or function in relation to the conduct of individual inquests.  The legislation 
governing coroner matters, the Coroners Act 1962, provides that a coroner is a statutory officer 
exercising quasi-judicial functions in relation to which he or she is independent.  The conduct 
of the inquest and the release of documents is solely at the discretion of the coroner.

17/02/2015WRN02450Road Signage

17/02/2015WRN02500330. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will sup-
port a matter (details supplied) regarding road signs; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [7160/15]

17/02/2015WRN02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have asked the Garda 
Commissioner for a report in relation to the matter and will write to the Deputy as soon as I 
have further information.

17/02/2015WRN02650Early Childhood Care Education Standards

17/02/2015WRN02700331. Deputy Tom Barry asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his views on 
introducing a grandfather clause for existing Montessori-preschool providers who have consid-
erable qualifications and years of experience so that they may qualify for the higher capitation 
grant under the early childhood care and education scheme.  [6810/15]

17/02/2015WRN02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The Early Childhood 
Care and Education (ECCE) programme is implemented by my Department and provides a free 
pre-school year for all children before they commence primary school.

It is currently a requirement of the programme that all the pre-school leaders in participating 
childcare services must hold, as a minimum, a qualification at Level 5 on the National Frame-
work of Qualifications of Ireland (NFQ).  A standard weekly capitation fee of €62.50 is paid for 
each eligible child participating in the ECCE programme in these services.

A higher capitation fee of €73 for each eligible child is payable to pre-school service provid-
ers where all the pre-school leaders delivering the ECCE programme hold a bachelor degree in 
childhood/early education (minimum of Level 7 on the National Framework for Qualifications 
(NFQ) or equivalent) and have 3 years experience working in the sector, and where all the 
pre-school assistants in the service hold a relevant major award in childcare/early education at 
Level 5 on the NFQ or its equivalent.   
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The minimum qualification requirement for pre-school leaders is being increased to Level 
6 as part of the general increase in minimum qualifications across the sector.  The minimum 
qualification for the higher capitation payment under the ECCE programmes will continue to 
be Level 7 and no consideration will be given to introducing the measure proposed by Deputy.

17/02/2015WRO00200Youth Services Funding

17/02/2015WRO00300332. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
support a matter regarding funding or grants available to a sports club (details supplied) in Dub-
lin 9; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7159/15]

17/02/2015WRO00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): My Department admin-
isters a range of funding schemes to support the provision of youth services to young people 
throughout the country including those from disadvantaged communities. Particular regard is 
had to the needs of young people between the ages of 10 and 21 and to those who are socially 
or economically disadvantaged. The Department provides the supports through funding pro-
grammes including the Youth Service Grant Scheme which supports the national and major 
regional youth organisations: the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples Fa-
cilities and Services Fund  which target services for disadvantaged young people and certain 
other provisions including the Local Youth Club Grant Scheme, Youth Information Centres, 
European Erasmus+ Programme (administered by Léargas – The Exchange Bureau) and Gaisce 
– the President’s Award. 

In 2015, an allocation of €49.9m has again been provided to my Department to support the 
provision of youth services. There is no reduction in the overall allocation for youth services in 
2015 which was a key priority for youth organisations.  

Funding is provided by my Department to the National Federation of Arch Clubs through 
the Youth Services Grant Scheme; an allocation of €49,810 has been made for 2015. In addi-
tion, I understand that the City of Dublin Youth Service Board operates a scheme to support 
local voluntary youth clubs, which may be of assistance to the youth club in question. 

Full details of the schemes administered by City of Dublin Youth Services Board are avail-
able on their Website: www.cdysb.ie.

17/02/2015WRO00500Child Care Services Regulation

17/02/2015WRO00600333. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
review an investigation, previously carried out, based on the evidence brought forward by the 
parents of the child (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6657/15]

17/02/2015WRO00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): Pre-School services 
are regulated by the Child Care (Pre-School Services) (No 2) Regulations 2006.  Responsibil-
ity for ensuring compliance with these regulations was a matter for the HSE at the time of the 
complaint, and is now a matter for Tusla.

I understand that this matter was examined by the Early Years Inspectorate and that fol-
lowing this a number of recommendations were made in relation to the provision of childcare 
services at this facility.  This was considered by the Inspectorate to be the appropriate response 
following their evaluation of the issues raised.  My Department wrote previously to the parents 
involved.  Parents who are concerned about a decision of Tusla can appeal that decision.  They 
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can also take their complaint to the Ombudsman for Children.

17/02/2015WRO00800Child Care Services Regulation

17/02/2015WRO00900334. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his views on 
concerns that the new Tusla – Child and Family Agency regulations for child care providers are 
putting an excessive administrative burden on child care providers, and diverting valuable time 
to administrative tasks, that would be better spent caring for children. [6813/15]

17/02/2015WRO01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The revised Child 
Care Regulations, which are required under the new amendments to Part VII of the Child Care 
Act 1991, are currently being developed in association with the Office of the Parliamentary 
Counsel.  These new Regulations, which will be finalised shortly, will provide for a number 
of reforms being introduced by my Department under the Early Years Quality Agenda.  The 
reforms include new qualification requirements for staff working directly with children in the 
childcare sector, the introduction of a new registration process for new childcare services and 
the strengthening of the national pre-school inspection system.  

Following the commencement of the new Regulations, all new childcare services will be 
inspected by the Early Years Inspectorate in Tusla to ensure that they meet the necessary criteria 
before registration is granted. A similar inspection will be carried out at three yearly intervals 
thereafter to ensure continued compliance. A second and separate phase of inspection, which 
will monitor the child care related criteria, will be carried out after the service has become op-
erational and children are attending.

In addition to the above inspections, the Inspectorate of the Department of Education and 
Skills will lead and organise focused inspections of the quality of education provision in the 
early childhood education settings participating in the Early Childhood Care and Education 
(ECCE) programme. These inspections will have a developmental focus looking in particular 
at the quality of children’s learning experiences.  

The Department of Education and Skills has indicated that they will be carrying out a con-
sultation with the sector over the coming months and that they will work closely with Tusla to 
minimise any problems that may arise from these changes.  It is not expected that the imple-
mentation of the changes will result in any significant increase in the administrative workload 
of childcare providers.  

17/02/2015WRO01100National Lottery Funding Applications

17/02/2015WRO01200335. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if his 
Department has received an application for funding from an organisation (details supplied) in 
County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7060/15]

17/02/2015WRO01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy James Reilly): The organisation in 
question was not successful in its request to secure funds under the 2014 National Lottery Fund-
ing Scheme and was advised of this in writing by my Department in December 2014.

In this regard the Deputy might wish to note that over 800 applications for grant support 
were received from groups and organisations for funding under this scheme in 2014. The over-
all value of the applications amounted to €7.6m which far exceeded the available allocation of 
€910k. In these circumstances it was not possible, unfortunately, to assist all applicants.
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Although my Department will not be administering a National Lottery Scheme in 2015, a 
number of other Departments are in receipt of National Lottery funding this year including the 
Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport. The specific club mentioned by the Deputy may 
wish to make enquiries as to whether that Department is running any appropriate schemes this 
year.  

17/02/2015WRO01400Health Services

17/02/2015WRO01500336. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when an application from a per-
son (details supplied) in County Cork, for their need of assessment, made in July 2014 will be 
arranged; the reason they have been waiting so long for same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [6927/15]

17/02/2015WRO01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the issue 
raised by the Deputy relates to an individual case, this is a service matter for the Health Service 
Executive. I have asked the HSE to look into the particular matter raised and to reply directly 
to the Deputy. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please 
contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

17/02/2015WRO01700Drugs Payment Scheme Coverage

17/02/2015WRO01800337. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Health if the cost of oxygen supply 
for medical reasons is eligible for refund under the drugs refund scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6978/15]

17/02/2015WRO01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Under the 
Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility 
for the administration of the primary care schemes, therefore the matter has been referred to the 
HSE for attention and direct reply to you. 

If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my 
Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

17/02/2015WRO02000Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

17/02/2015WRO02100338. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Galway under the nursing home support scheme will have their payments issued to 
them; the reason for the delay in commencing this payment; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [6596/15]

17/02/2015WRO02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply. If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them.

17/02/2015WRO02300Hospital Admissions

17/02/2015WRO02400339. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the number of children and ado-
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lescents admitted to adult psychiatric care beds in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [6602/15]

17/02/2015WRO02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If you have not re-
ceived a response within 15 working days, please contact my private office and they will follow 
up the matter with them.

17/02/2015WRO02600Drugs Payment Scheme

17/02/2015WRO02700340. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health when a full re-imbursement 
will be made under the drug payment scheme in respect of persons (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6637/15]

17/02/2015WRO02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the HSE 
has statutory responsibility for the administration of the primary care schemes, the issue raised 
by you regarding the Drugs Payment Scheme has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to you.

If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15  working days please contact my 
Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

17/02/2015WRO02900Drugs Payment Scheme

17/02/2015WRO03000341. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health the process to be followed, 
where, in relation to the drugs payment scheme, more than one dispensing chemist is used; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6638/15]

17/02/2015WRO03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Under the 
Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar month to-
wards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. 

If two or more pharmacies are used in one month and the amount paid is over the monthly 
threshold a claim for a refund can be made to the HSE. 

Applications for refunds can be submitted in writing to DPS Refunds, PO Box 12012, Dub-
lin 11. A claim form can be downloaded from www.drugspayment.ie   where a check can also 
be made on the status of claims submitted.

17/02/2015WRO03200Drugs Payment Scheme Coverage

17/02/2015WRO03300342. Deputy Eamon Gilmore asked the Minister for Health the reason the drug Kuvan is 
not available from the Health Service Executive for children with the genetic condition phenyl-
ketonuria; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6644/15]

17/02/2015WRO03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The phar-
maceutical company Merck Serono made an application to the HSE seeking pricing and reim-
bursement of Sapropterin or Kuvan® to give it its brand name, under the High Tech arrange-
ments in 2009.

The HSE considered that application in line with the National framework agreement around 
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pricing and reimbursement of new medicines that was in place at that time.

That process included requiring the company to submit a full dossier of the information it 
had available to support pricing and reimbursement.  The application failed to satisfy the crite-
ria in place at that time and required to allow reimbursement.

All applications for pricing and reimbursement of pharmaceuticals are now required to be 
considered in line with criteria set out in the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 
2013.

No application has been received by the HSE since 2009 in relation to the pricing or reim-
bursement of Sapropterin.

17/02/2015WRO03500Home Help Service

17/02/2015WRO03600343. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in 
County Laois will be assessed for home-help assistance; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [6647/15]

17/02/2015WRO03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.  If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them.

17/02/2015WRO03800Departmental Funding

17/02/2015WRO03900344. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Health the funding his Department makes 
available to senior citizen community groups, in circumstances where it does not fall within the 
criteria for national lottery funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6652/15]

17/02/2015WRO04000345. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Health the funding available to a club 
(details supplied) in County Monaghan, in circumstance where it is not eligible for national lot-
tery funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6653/15]

17/02/2015WRO04100403. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding that has 
been granted by his Department to projects in counties Monaghan and Cavan since 2011; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7136/15]

17/02/2015WRO04200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 344, 345 
and 403 together.

My Department administers a National Lottery Discretionary Fund from which once-off 
grants are paid to community and voluntary organisations providing a range of health related 
services.  Senior Citizen, Community and Sports organisations have successfully applied for 
Lottery grants in the past, depending on the project complying with the relevant criteria.  De-
tailed procedures, along with the application form for 2015, are set out on my Department’s 
website at www.health.gov.ie.

Details of all organisations who received National Lottery funds from 2009 to 2014 is avail-
able on my Department’s website.
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17/02/2015WRP00200Mobility Allowance Review

17/02/2015WRP00300346. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health when a replacement 
scheme for the motorised transport grant and mobility allowance will be finalised and intro-
duced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6666/15]

17/02/2015WRP00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Conscious of 
the reports of the Ombudsman regarding the legal status of the Motorised Transport Grant and 
Mobility Allowance Scheme, in the context of the Equal Status Acts, the Government decided 
to close both schemes.  The Government decided that the preparatory work required for a new 
travel subsidy scheme and associated statutory provisions should be progressed by the Minister 
for Health.  The Department is seeking a solution which would best meet the aim of supporting 
people with severe disabilities who require additional income to contribute towards the costs 
of their mobility needs, while remaining within the available budget and satisfying all legal 
and equality concerns. In the meantime, monthly payments have continued to be made by the 
Health Service Executive to 4,700 people who were in receipt of the Mobility Allowance at the 
time that the scheme closed.

Work is ongoing on the policy proposals to be brought to Government for the drafting of 
primary legislation for a new scheme.  Once policy proposals have been finalised and approved 
by Government, the time frame for the introduction of a new scheme will become clearer.

17/02/2015WRP00500Hospital Appointment Status

17/02/2015WRP00600347. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person in County Done-
gal (details supplied) may receive an appointment in University Hospital Galway; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6668/15]

17/02/2015WRP00700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The scheduling of appointments for patients 
is a matter for the hospital to which the patient has been referred.  Should a patient’s general 
practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he or she 
would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved. In 
relation to the specific case raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please 
contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up with them.

17/02/2015WRP00800Health Services

17/02/2015WRP00900348. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health if he will consider widening the 
terms of reference of the inquiry into Portiuncula Hospital to include children born from the 
year 2012 onwards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6696/15]

17/02/2015WRP01000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Saolta Healthcare Group is currently 
finalising the terms of reference for the external review of practices and processes at the mater-
nity unit at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe.  While the review will incorporate an examination 
into the care of 7 women who had adverse perinatal events between February and November 
2014, my expectation is that the Review Team will be free to examine all relevant cases, includ-
ing those that we are aware of now, or those that come to light during the course of the review.

17/02/2015WRP01100Services for People with Disabilities
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17/02/2015WRP01200349. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health when a reassessment of 
needs will be carried out in respect of a child (details supplied) in Dublin; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6728/15]

17/02/2015WRP01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the issue 
raised by the Deputy relates to an individual case, this is a service matter for the Health Service 
Executive.  I have asked the HSE to look into the particular matter raised and to reply directly 
to the Deputy.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please 
contact my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

17/02/2015WRP01400Drugs Payment Scheme Coverage

17/02/2015WRP01500350. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Health the reason the drug Fampyra is 
not available to patients under State-funded drug schemes; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [6732/15]

17/02/2015WRP01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE has 
statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicinal products un-
der the community drug schemes in accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. 

The decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds by the Health Service Executive on the advice of the National 
Centre for Pharmacoeconomics.  They are not political or Ministerial decisions.

The HSE received an application for the inclusion of Fampridine in the GMS and commu-
nity drugs schemes. The application was considered in line with the procedures and timescales 
agreed by the Department of Health and the HSE with the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare As-
sociation  for the assessment of new medicines. 

In accordance with these procedures, the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics conduct-
ed a pharmacoeconomic evaluation of Fampridine and concluded that, as the manufacturer 
was unable to demonstrate sufficient effectiveness and a fair price for Fampridine in the Irish 
healthcare setting, it was unable to recommend the reimbursement of the product.

On foot of this, the HSE decided that it was not in a position to add the drug to the List of 
Reimbursable Items supplied under the GMS and other community drug schemes.

It is open to the supplier, at any time, to submit a new application to the HSE for the in-
clusion of Fampridine on the community drugs schemes incorporating new evidence which 
demonstrates the cost-effectiveness of the drug, by offering a reduced price or both.  A revised 
application was received by the HSE on 25 July 2014.  The HSE has since been engaging with 
the company seeking an improved commercial offering.  These engagements have been com-
pleted and the HSE is now considering the outcome of those commercial engagements.  The 
HSE has also engaged with clinical experts and is considering the outcome of those engage-
ments.  Fampridine will be assessed along with a range of other applications for reimbursement 
of medicines for multiple sclerosis and other diseases.

17/02/2015WRP01700Health Services Provision

17/02/2015WRP01800351. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Galway will receive medical treatment, considering that this person was of-
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fered an appointment some months ago that has since being cancelled; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6733/15]

17/02/2015WRP01900Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the particular patient query 
raised by you, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. If 
you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private 
Office and my officials will follow the matter up with them.

17/02/2015WRP02000Medical Card Reviews

17/02/2015WRP02100352. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if, and when, an ongoing 
medical card review will be completed in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; the progress made in the determination of that person’s eligibility to date; when it is 
expected to conclude the review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6736/15]

17/02/2015WRP02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.  If the Deputy has not re-
ceived a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office, which 
will follow up the matter with them.

17/02/2015WRP02300Health Services Provision

17/02/2015WRP02400353. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that the defi-
cit issue concerning a service (details supplied) in County Cork will be dealt with in a way that 
results in the minimum impact on the service users. [6737/15]

17/02/2015WRP02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  If the Deputy has not received a 
reply from the HSE within 15 working days, he can contact my Private Office and it will follow 
the matter up with the HSE.

17/02/2015WRP02600Medical Card Eligibility

17/02/2015WRP02700354. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will grant a discretionary 
card, on medical grounds, in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [6738/15]

17/02/2015WRP02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier re-
sponse.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.  If the Deputy has not received 
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a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office who will follow 
up the matter with them.

17/02/2015WRP02900Palliative Care for Children

17/02/2015WRP03000355. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the action he is proposing to 
take further to his recent meeting with Our Children’s Voice, a group of mothers from County 
Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6748/15]

17/02/2015WRP03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): In 2010, the 
Department of Health published “Palliative Care for Children with Life-limiting Conditions in 
Ireland - A National Policy”.  The report contains 31 recommendations which are being imple-
mented under the aegis of the National Development Committee which is a multi-stakeholder 
representative group, chaired by the Health Service Executive (HSE).  The national policy pro-
vides the framework for the development of services for children with life-limiting conditions 
and their families.  The policy places significant emphasis on supporting families and health 
care professionals to provide care for children in their own homes.

A programme of care for children with life-limiting conditions is being jointly funded by 
the HSE and the Irish Hospice Foundation.  The programme includes the appointment in 2011 
of the first Paediatric Consultant with a Special Interest in Palliative Care based in Crumlin.  As 
well as supporting other paediatricians, the Consultant also provides clinical support and advice 
to maternity hospitals and neonatologists.  The programme has also provided eight Children’s 
Outreach Nurses whose role is to ensure that children being cared for at home by their families, 
have access to co-ordinated and supportive services.  The HSE’s 2015 Service Plan provides 
for an additional two Children’s Outreach Nurses to be recruited in 2015; one of these nursing 
posts will be allocated to Donegal.

17/02/2015WRP03200Orthodontic Service Provision

17/02/2015WRP03300356. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Health when an appointment will be 
scheduled for orthodontic treatment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6763/15]

17/02/2015WRP03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply 
from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and my officials will 
follow the matter up.

17/02/2015WRP03500Hospital Waiting Lists

17/02/2015WRP03600357. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal will receive an appointment for an operation in Sligo General Hospi-
tal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6769/15]

17/02/2015WRP03700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Waiting List Management 
Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by 
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the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up with them.

17/02/2015WRP03800Health Services Provision

17/02/2015WRP03900358. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding special-
ist treatment in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5. [6776/15]

17/02/2015WRP04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. If you have not received 
a response within 15 working days, please contact my private office and they will follow up the 
matter with them.

17/02/2015WRP04100Drugs Payment Scheme Coverage

17/02/2015WRP04200359. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 693 of 14 January 2015, if when pharmacists are dispensing branded non-generic medica-
tion on the explicit instruction of a prescriber to eligible patients using State drug schemes, such 
as the medical card or drugs payment scheme, they will be fully refunded the extra cost of the 
medication by the Health Service Executive; if he will provide a composite list of any excep-
tions to a full refund; the timeframe to refund pharmacists; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [6785/15]

17/02/2015WRP04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As was out-
lined my reply to your PQ of 14 January, Section 13 of the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medicines) Act 2013 provides that where a branded interchangeable product is prescribed for a 
patient and the prescriber is satisfied that the medicinal product, should for clinical reasons, be 
exempted from substitution, the prescriber shall write ‘Do not Substitute’ on the prescription.  
In these cases, the pharmacist must dispense what is written on the prescription, i.e. is not per-
mitted to substitute with any product in the same group of interchangeable products and patients 
will not face any additional costs if the prescribed product costs more than the reference price.

As the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the primary care schemes, 
the issue raised by you regarding the refund process has been referred to the HSE for attention 
and direct reply to you. 

If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my 
Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

17/02/2015WRQ00200Hospital Waiting Lists

17/02/2015WRQ00300360. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the reason public hospitals 
have long waiting lists for urgent magnetic resonance imaging, MRI, scans, yet patients may 
avail of next day appointments on the same machine by paying privately; if he will review this 
policy, particularly where the equipment and staff are paid from public funds; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6789/15]
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17/02/2015WRQ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

17/02/2015WRQ00500General Practitioner Services

17/02/2015WRQ00600361. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health if he will indicate the stage 
at which the development of the new, out-of-office general practitioner service for County Sligo 
and north County Leitrim is at; the expected completion date for this project; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6793/15]

17/02/2015WRQ00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the 
Deputy. If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact 
my Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

17/02/2015WRQ00800Mobility Allowance Review

17/02/2015WRQ00900362. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health if a person in receipt of 
half-rate mobility allowance can have the rate increased (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [6805/15]

17/02/2015WRQ01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Conscious of 
the reports of the Ombudsman regarding the legal status of the Mobility Allowance Scheme and 
Motorised Transport Grant, in the context of the Equal Status Acts, the Government decided to 
close both schemes in February 2013.  However monthly payments have continued to be made 
by the Health Service Executive (HSE) to 4,700 people who were in receipt of the Mobility Al-
lowance at the time that the scheme closed, in the interests of preventing hardship.  The Depart-
ment has instructed the HSE that the cohort of people currently in receipt of the monthly pay-
ment should continue to be paid by the HSE at their existing rate until further instruction issues 
from the Department of Health, on foot of any further decisions the Government may make.

The possession of a Primary Medical Certificate is a requirement for eligibility for the Rev-
enue Commissioners’ Drivers and Passengers with Disabilities scheme.  Queries relating to the 
criteria for this scheme are matters for the Department of Finance.

17/02/2015WRQ01100Treatment Abroad Scheme

17/02/2015WRQ01200363. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a breakdown, 
in tabular form, of referrals made under the treatment abroad scheme, specifically with regard 
to persons, where undue delay is being experienced in accessing necessary treatments, for the 
years 2011, 2012 and 2013; if he will also provide information on costings in respect of treat-
ments provided for under the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6820/15]

17/02/2015WRQ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  If the Deputy has 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office 
who will follow up the matter with them.
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17/02/2015WRQ01400Treatment Abroad Scheme

17/02/2015WRQ01500364. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the way the provision for persons 
to seek a referral to the treatment abroad scheme is applied, where persons are experiencing 
undue delay in accessing necessary treatments; if he will indicate how long the undue delay, 
and the criteria applied by the referring consultant, with regard to potential deterioration in the 
condition of persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6821/15]

17/02/2015WRQ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Health Service Executive has been 
asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  If the Deputy has 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office 
who will follow up the matter with them.

17/02/2015WRQ01700Medical Card Eligibility

17/02/2015WRQ01800365. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical 
card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [6826/15]

17/02/2015WRQ01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.   If the Deputy has not re-
ceived a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office who will 
follow up the matter with them.

17/02/2015WRQ02000Health Services Provision

17/02/2015WRQ02100366. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that a day care 
centre (details supplied) in County Kerry is retained for its current use; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6831/15]

17/02/2015WRQ02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If you have not re-
ceived a response within 15 working days, please contact my private office and they will follow 
up the matter with them.

17/02/2015WRQ02300Vaccination Programme

17/02/2015WRQ02400367. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health if a decision has been reached 
regarding the use of the new vaccination against meningitis B, Bexsero, here; when a decision 
will be made as to whether this drug will be made available in this jurisdiction; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6839/15]

17/02/2015WRQ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The immunisation programme in Ireland is 
based on the advice of the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC). The NIAC is 
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a committee of the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland comprising of experts in a number 
of specialties including infectious diseases, paediatrics and public health.  The committee’s 
recommendations are informed by public health advice, international best practice, and a cost 
effective analysis conducted by the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics. 

NIAC has issued guidance in relation to the use of the Meningitis B vaccine in the control 
of clusters or outbreaks of Meningococcal B disease.  

My Department has recently received a letter from the Chairman of NIAC regarding the 
introduction of the Meningitis B vaccine into the Primary Childhood Immunisation Schedule. 
This matter will be considered by my Department.

17/02/2015WRQ02600Vaccination Programme

17/02/2015WRQ02700368. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health if he will provide for each of 
the years, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014, the number of recorded cases of meningitis B in 
County Waterford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6840/15]

17/02/2015WRQ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The number of cases of Meningitis B in 
County Waterford for the past five years is not held by my Department.  I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to collate this information and send directly to the Deputy.

If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my 
Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

17/02/2015WRQ02900Medical Card Eligibility

17/02/2015WRQ03000369. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Health the circumstances or guidelines 
in which a general practitioner can request an emergency medical card; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6846/15]

17/02/2015WRQ03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.   If the Deputy has not re-
ceived a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office who will 
follow up the matter with them.

17/02/2015WRQ03200Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland

17/02/2015WRQ03300370. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied that the Nurs-
ing and Midwifery Board of Ireland provides value for money in respect of its existing budget; 
the rationale for the proposed increase in registration fees, and his views that this is necessary 
[6847/15]

17/02/2015WRQ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The NMBI has a statutory responsibility 
to ensure that it discharges its legal obligations within the financial resources available while 
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also maximising efficiencies and income generation, in keeping with best practice in financial 
governance. 

It should be noted that the Board’s accounts are examined by the Comptroller and Auditor 
General’s Office.  In this regard, the accounts for 2012 and 2013 were recently published and 
laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas and are available on the website of NMBI. 

The President of the NMBI has stated that NMBI is facing considerable costs arising from 
changes to the way the laws regulating the professions operate, and also from handling fitness 
to practice complaints.  In addition to supporting the new public fitness to practise structures, he 
further stated the fee increase will foster excellence in the professions through a more effective 
Continuing Professional Development (CPD) framework, an enhanced scope of practice and 
the new Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics for registered nurses and midwives recently 
published. 

I wish to advise the Deputy that I met with the President, Vice-President and Chief Ex-
ecutive of the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland on the 29 January 2015 to discuss the 
current dispute over the registration fee.  I again requested that the Board of NMBI re-engage 
in discussions with the staff associations, as a matter of urgency.  I am aware that since that 
meeting the Board has engaged in discussions with the nursing unions with a view to finding a 
solution, possibly facilitated by a third party, on the means by which the board and staff associa-
tions might come to an agreement on the fee structure for the future. 

I again encourage the NMBI to find an outcome which secures the Board’s minimum finan-
cial operating requirements but avoids a potential scenario where nurses and midwives maybe 
removed from the Register for non-payment of fees with potential consequences for service 
availability.  Taking nurses off the register in a few months’ time would create huge problems 
for hospitals and community facilities which need nurses to function, and for nurses themselves 
who would not be able to work or get paid if they were not registered. 

I will continue to monitor the situation closely in the interests of patient safety and continu-
ity of care.

17/02/2015WRQ03500Dental Services 

17/02/2015WRQ03600371. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health his plans to improve the dental 
services in County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6851/15]

17/02/2015WRQ03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply 
from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and my officials will 
follow the matter up.

17/02/2015WRQ03800Hospital Mortality Rates

17/02/2015WRQ03900372. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular form, the 
number of male and female patients who have died in St. Dympna’s Hospital in County Carlow 
for each year since 1974; and if each deceased person had family members who were informed 
of the deaths.  [6859/15]

17/02/2015WRQ04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Information 
on the number of patients who died in St Dympna’s Hospital, County Carlow, during the period 
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in question, is set out as follows.  St Dympna’s Hospital closed as an approved centre and was 
removed from the Register of Approved Centres in October 2011, therefore there is no data 
available after that date.

Number of deaths recorded on the National Psychiatric In-patient Reporting System 
(NPIRS) for St Dympna’s Hospital

Year Males Females Total
1974 17 11 28
1975 19 18 37
1976 18 17 35
1977 11 26 37
1978 11 15 26
1979 9 14 23
1980 14 12 26
1981 15 16 31
1982 8 20 28
1983 24 16 40
1984 15 13 28
1985 14 22 36
1986 12 8 20
1987 7 7 14
1988* - - 14
1989 24 5 29
1990 8 6 14
1991 14 6 20
1992 10 7 17
1993 7 6 13
1994 3 5 8
1995 4 5 9
1996 7 8 15
1997 3 2 5
1998 5 8 13
1999 4 3 7
2000 7 2 9
2001 2 1 3
2002 0 0 0
2003 2 0 2
2004 0 0 0
2005 5 2 7
2006 3 2 5
2007 3 1 4
2008 2 1 3
2009 4 1 5
2010 0 0 0
2011 0 0 0
*Breakdown by gender not available for 1988
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It was the practice of the hospital to inform relatives when a family member, who was an 
in-patient in the hospital, began to fail, was dying or had died.

17/02/2015WRQ04100Maternity Services

17/02/2015WRQ04200373. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health his views on the rate of undiag-
nosed breech presentations in labour, identified in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in Drogheda, 
County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6867/15]

17/02/2015WRQ04300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

17/02/2015WRRR00150Health Services

17/02/2015WRRR00200374. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will examine a request in 
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork to have that person transferred to the Re-
habilitation Unit in Kerry General Hospital [6902/15]

17/02/2015WRRR00300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

17/02/2015WRRR00350Medicinal Products Supply

17/02/2015WRRR00400375. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health the Health Service Execu-
tive’s plans to include the new drug, Regorasenib Stivarg,a from a pharmaceutical company 
(details supplied), for inclusion in the community drug scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [6903/15]

17/02/2015WRRR00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE has 
statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicinal products un-
der the community drug schemes in accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. 

The decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds by the HSE on the advice of the National Centre for Pharma-
coeconomics.  They are not political or Ministerial decisions.

The HSE received an application for the inclusion of Regorafenib in the GMS and commu-
nity drugs schemes.  The application is being considered in line with the procedures and times-
cales agreed by the Department of Health and the HSE with the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare 
Association for the assessment of new medicines. 

In accordance with these procedures, the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics con-
ducted a pharmacoeconomic evaluation of Regorafenib.  The HSE is currently considering the 
results of that assessment and a subsequent commercial negotiation with the pharmaceutical 
company Bayer to seek to address some of the concerns raised in the assessment.  No further 
comment is possible at this time.  
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17/02/2015WRRR00550Tobacco Control Measures

17/02/2015WRRR00600376. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the possibility of legal challenges being taken against the Public Health (Standardised 
Packaging of Tobacco) Bill 2014, if enacted; if his attention has been further drawn to the fact 
that ten member states of the European Union raised significant legal concerns in relation to the 
Bill through the European Union notification procedure; if his attention has been drawn to the 
fact that similar Australian legislation is currently being challenged before the World Trade Or-
ganisation; if his further attention has been drawn to the fact that a case against the standardised 
packaging provisions of the European Union Tobacco Products Directive is currently before the 
Court of Justice of the European Union; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that similar 
legislation in the United Kingdom, which is expected to be enacted in March 2015, will face 
legal challenges; if, in view of these existing and expected legal challenges, he will take a pru-
dent course of awaiting their outcome, before introducing similar legislation here; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [6906/15]

17/02/2015WRRR00700377. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if his Department has set 
aside funds to defend any future legal challenges in relation to the Public Health (Standardised 
Packaging of Tobacco) Bill 2014; if his Department or any other Government agency has made 
any estimate of the likely costs involved with defending such a case; if his Department or any 
other Government agency has made any estimate of the possible compensation that might be 
paid out in the event of a successful legal challenge against the legislation; if his attention has 
been drawn to his predecessor’s comments that the tobacco industry could sue, for the equiva-
lent of our gross domestic product (details supplied), if this Bill is enacted; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [6907/15]

17/02/2015WRRR00800Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 376 and 
377 together.

As the Deputy is aware, the Public Health (Standardised Packaging of Tobacco) Bill 2014 
has been passed by the Seanad and Second Stage of the Bill concluded in the Dáil on 2 October 
2014.  Committee Stage of the Bill is scheduled to take place on 17 February 2015.

I am of the view that standardised packaging for tobacco products is a proportionate, evi-
dence-based public health measure which will assist, together with the other many initiatives 
outlined in Tobacco Free Ireland, in reducing the overall prevalence of smoking in Ireland.  The 
introduction of standardised packaging has the support of the Government and has been consid-
ered and approved by Government.

The threat of litigation should not be an obstacle to the introduction of important public 
health measures.  

17/02/2015WRRR00850Nursing Staff Recruitment

17/02/2015WRRR00900378. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce return-to-
nursing-practice courses in County Galway, in order to assist nurses who wish to re-enter the 
workforce, after five or more years away from their profession; his further plans to assist nurses 
seeking to return to work; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6920/15]

17/02/2015WRRR01000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I wish to thank the Deputy for the question 
raised.
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As this is a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.  If you 
have not received a reply within 15 days please contact my Private Office and they will follow 
up the matter with them.

17/02/2015WRRR01050Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

17/02/2015WRRR01100379. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when a decision will be made 
in relation to an application, under the nursing home support scheme, in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Mayo; the reason for the delay in making a decision on this appli-
cation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6924/15]

17/02/2015WRRR01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.  If you have 
not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and 
they will follow up the matter with them.

17/02/2015WRRR01250Patient Transport Provision

17/02/2015WRRR01300380. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an application for patient 
transport, in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny, will be expedited in view 
of that person’s complex medical history  [6925/15]

17/02/2015WRRR01400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

17/02/2015WRRR01450Maternity Services

17/02/2015WRRR01500381. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he satisfied with the inquiry 
currently underway at Portiuncula Hospital in County Galway; the independence of same; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6933/15]

17/02/2015WRRR01600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Saolta Healthcare Group is currently 
finalising the terms of reference and the membership of the Review Team, for the external 
review of practices and processes at the maternity unit at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe.  I 
understand that the Review Team will comprise both national and international experts and will 
be independent of the Saolta Group. 

I am confident that the outstanding issues will be resolved quickly, and this will enable the 
review to proceed immediately.   

17/02/2015WRRR01650Speech and Language Therapy

17/02/2015WRRR01700382. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that there has been no speech and language therapist in attendance at a school (details 
supplied) in County Waterford since the end of November 2014; the reason this is the case; if 
she will confirm that recruitment is underway, to fill this vacant post, and continue the therapy; 
when a new speech and language therapist will be available to work with children at the school; 
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and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [6938/15]

17/02/2015WRRR01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.  If you have not received a reply from 
the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private Office and they will follow up the 
matter with them.

17/02/2015WRRR01850Health Services

17/02/2015WRRR01900383. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a re-
quest for personnel data in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [6941/15]

17/02/2015WRRR02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, he can contact my Private Office and they will 
follow the matter up with the HSE.

17/02/2015WRRR02050Orthodontic Service Provision

17/02/2015WRRR02100384. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo will receive an appointment for orthodontics treatment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [6961/15]

17/02/2015WRRR02200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In relation to the particular patient query 
raised by you, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.  If 
you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my Private 
Office and my officials will follow the matter up with them.

17/02/2015WRRR02250Hospital Admissions

17/02/2015WRRR02300385. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Health the number of cases referred by 
general practitioners in County Roscommon  to Roscommon hospital in 2011, 2012, 2013 and 
2014; to Castlebar hospital in 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014; to hospitals in Galway in 2011, 2012, 
2013 and 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6963/15]

17/02/2015WRRR02400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

17/02/2015WRRR02475Community Intervention Teams

17/02/2015WRRR02500386. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health the number and locations of 
community intervention teams throughout the country; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [7004/15]

17/02/2015WRRR02600387. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health details on the community inter-
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vention teams in County Waterford; the care home facilities they support; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter.  [7005/15]

17/02/2015WRRR02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 386 and 387 together.

There are currently 11 Community Intervention Teams (CITs) in place in Dublin North, 
Dublin South, Cork, Galway, Limerick, Clare, Tipperary, Carlow/Kilkenny, Wicklow, Naas and 
Drogheda.

The HSE published a call for Expressions of Interest for the Provision of Outpatient Paren-
eral Antimicrobial Therapy (OPAT) Service (home IV antibiotics) in May 2014. This included 
the right to include the requirement for the provision of other similar services for non-hospital 
based patients by agreement with the contract Providers.  This contract will facilitate a national 
roll-out of the OPAT service and other CIT services in 2015.  These services will be made avail-
able in Waterford no later than Quarter 2, 2015.

17/02/2015WRS00200Hospital Facilities

17/02/2015WRS00300388. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
the new unopened maternity unit in University Hospital, Waterford; the amount that has been 
spent in building and equipping this facility to date; the reason it is not currently in use; if he 
will confirm that opening this facility is a priority; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [7006/15]

17/02/2015WRS00400Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 work-
ing days please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up.

17/02/2015WRS00500Hospital Waiting Lists

17/02/2015WRS00600389. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the waiting time in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry to receive an ap-
pointment for an eye operation in the South Infirmary Victoria University Hospital Cork; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7013/15]

17/02/2015WRS00700Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National Waiting List Management 
Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2014, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by 
the Health Service Executive, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage 
waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly.  If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days 
please contact my Private Office and my officials will follow the matter up with them.

17/02/2015WRS00800Blood Donations
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17/02/2015WRS00900390. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that there is a 
restriction on donations of blood to the blood bank here by persons who may have been resident 
in the United Kingdom during the bovine spongiform encephalopathy, BSE, crisis period; the 
number of cases which have established a clear link between residency in the United Kingdom 
during the relevant period and transmission of BSE and Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease, CJD; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7014/15]

17/02/2015WRS01000Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The IBTS has implemented a permanent 
deferral policy in regard to blood donation for people who resided for 12 months or more in the 
UK between 1980 and 1996.  This policy was  introduced in 2004 following the first confirmed 
case of vCJD transmission via blood transfusion in the UK.  It is implemented as a precaution 
against the risk of transmission of vCJD through blood transfusion.  There is no test for vCJD 
and confirmation that someone had the disease is only possible post mortem.  

There have been 4 cases of vCJD in Ireland.  Two of these cases have been ascribed to ex-
posure to the BSE agent while resident in the UK and two were indigenous cases. 

I have recently asked the IBTS to establish a process to examine existing deferral policies 
and the extent to which they comply with available evidence and with international best prac-
tice.  I expect this examination to be completed within six months.   

17/02/2015WRS01100Departmental Legal Cases

17/02/2015WRS01200391. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the status of a legal case 
(details supplied); if a full and final settlement has been reached in the case; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7040/15]

17/02/2015WRS01300Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I understand that a settlement was reached 
in this case following High Court proceedings in 2012.  I hope this clarifies the matter for you.

17/02/2015WRS01400General Medical Services Scheme Administration

17/02/2015WRS01500392. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health if general practitioners can 
impose a charge of €20 on medical card patients to provide a script for vital medication; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7047/15]

17/02/2015WRS01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Section 11 of 
the General Medical Services (GMS) General Practitioner (GP) Capitation Contract, which was 
introduced in 1989, provides that the medical practitioner shall provide for eligible persons, on 
behalf of the Health Service Executive, all proper and necessary treatment of a kind usually 
undertaken by a general practitioner and not requiring special skill or experience of a degree or 
kind which general practitioners cannot reasonably be expected to possess.

Section 18 of the Contract also states that the medical practitioner shall prescribe such drugs 
and medicines as he/she considers necessary for any person for whom he/she is obliged to pro-
vide services.

GPs who hold GMS contracts with the HSE must not seek or accept money from medical 
card or GP visit card holders for services covered under the GMS contract.  

17/02/2015WRS01700Medical Card Eligibility
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17/02/2015WRS01800393. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which a per-
son’s means are in excess of the guidelines for qualification for a medical card, in the case of 
a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7059/15]

17/02/2015WRS01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier re-
sponse.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.  If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office who will follow 
up the matter with them.

17/02/2015WRS02000Medical Card Delays

17/02/2015WRS02100394. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in 
processing a medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; 
if the Health Service Executive has updated its records in order that future correspondence will 
be addressed to the applicant and not to the applicant’s deceased spouse; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7061/15]

17/02/2015WRS02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier re-
sponse.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.  If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office who will follow 
up the matter with them.

17/02/2015WRS02300Medical Card Eligibility

17/02/2015WRS02400395. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the reason a discretionary 
medical card has not been re-issued in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; if 
it will be issued immediately, so as to prevent further financial hardship; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7062/15]

17/02/2015WRS02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier re-
sponse.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.  If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office who will follow 
up the matter with them.
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17/02/2015WRS02600Nursing Homes Support Scheme

17/02/2015WRS02700396. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that 
were approved for the nursing home support scheme fair deal but were awaiting payment ap-
proval at the end of each monthly period in 2014; the average waiting period for payment 
approval at the end of the prospective months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7066/15]

17/02/2015WRS02800397. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health his views that a repeat of 
the extraordinarily high numbers that were awaiting payment under the nursing home support 
scheme during the latter half of 2014, with 2,000 plus persons awaiting payment support under 
the scheme during the latter half of the year, and in tandem, the extraordinary waiting period 
that arose, averaging four months at certain stages; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [7067/15]

17/02/2015WRS02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 396 and 397 together.

The number of persons that were approved for the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS) 
and the average time spent on the national placement list awaiting funding under the NHSS is 
set out below by each month for 2014:

Month The Number of People on the Na-
tional Placement List

The Average Waiting Period on the 
National Placement List

January 2014 629 4 weeks
February 2014 756 5 weeks
March 2014 913 5.5 weeks
April 2014 1,043 7 weeks
May 2014 1,265 8 weeks
June 2014 1,465 11.5 weeks
July 2014 1,688 12 weeks
August 2014 1,842 14 weeks
September 2014 2,040 15 weeks
October 2014 2,135 15 weeks
November 2014 1,898 14 weeks
December 2014 1,411 11.7 weeks

The budget for the NHSS in 2015 is €948.8m which includes an additional €10m to allow 
for the provision of an additional 300 long stay care places.  This additional €10m has reduced 
the wait time for funding under the Scheme from circa 15 weeks to 11 weeks now.

17/02/2015WRS03100National Dementia Strategy Implementation

17/02/2015WRS03200398. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health his plans to implement the 
recommendations in the report of the dementia services information and development centre, A 
National Survey of Dementia in Long-term Residential Care, to introduce a payment model that 
is commensurate with levels of care, staff training, skill mix, and type of non-pharmacological 
interventions, to support long-term residential care providers; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7068/15]
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17/02/2015WRS03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Irish 
National Dementia Strategy was published in December 2014. Its primary focus is to enable 
people with dementia to live well in their own homes and communities for as long as possible, 
and it sets out ways of achieving this.  The Strategy is accompanied by a National Dementia 
Strategy Implementation Programme co-funded by the HSE and the Atlantic Philanthropies.  It 
includes the provision of intensive home care packages, an information campaign and resources 
for GPs, who are most often the first port of call for people worried about dementia.

The Strategy acknowledges that while current health and social policy is focussed on car-
ing for people with dementia in their own homes, there will come a time for many when home 
care may no longer be feasible or appropriate and when long-term residential care will be the 
best option.  This can particularly arise when 24-hour care is needed or when the person with 
dementia is living alone.  There is clearly a case for dementia-specific facilities as dementia is 
sometimes accompanied by behavioural and psychological symptoms such as agitation, ag-
gression, disinhibition, wandering and sleep disturbance and these can occur at any stage of the 
illness.  These behaviours can pose significant challenges for staff and other patients and can be 
dangerous and distressing for the person with dementia, and a specialist facility is sometimes 
necessary. 

One of the Terms of Reference for the Review of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme is to 
examine the overall cost of long-term residential care in public and private nursing homes and 
the effectiveness of the current methods of negotiating/setting prices.  The Review will also 
make recommendations for the future operation and management of the scheme.  The Review is 
expected to be finalised at the end of this quarter after which it will be made publicly available. 

17/02/2015WRS03400Health Insurance Data

17/02/2015WRS03500399. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of persons availing 
of private health insurance at the end of 2014 in the age groups, 17 years and under, 18 to 29 
years, 30 to 39 years, 40 to 49 years, 50 to 59 years, 60 to 69 years, 60 to 79 years, 80 years and 
over. [7081/15]

17/02/2015WRS03600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Health Insurance Authority (HIA) pro-
vides my Department with Information Returns on a twice yearly basis, which includes the total 
number insured with in-patient health insurance plans and a membership breakdown by each 
age category.  The Authority also publishes relevant market statistics on its website www.hia.ie.  
The most recent data available with a breakdown by age category is for the period ending 1 July 
2014, a breakdown by age category for the second half of 2014 is not yet available.  In terms 
of the overall market, the number of people who currently hold private health insurance is now 
2.026 million (end-Dec 2014), or 43.9% of the Irish population, and has risen for two quarters 
in a row (an increase of over 1,000 in the quarter July to September 2014 and an increase of 
over 7,000 in numbers insured in the quarter to end-year).

17/02/2015WRS03700Medical Card Data

17/02/2015WRS03800400. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Health the number of emergency medical 
cards that have issued on a doctors’ or consultants’ requests in each of the years, 2012; 2013; 
2014; and to date in 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7095/15]

17/02/2015WRS03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
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possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which 
includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has 
established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier re-
sponse.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.  If the Deputy has not received 
a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact my Private Office who will follow 
up the matter with them.

17/02/2015WRS04000Medical Records

17/02/2015WRS04100401. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will locate and furnish the 
coroner’s report, inquest report and medical notes in the case of a person from Drogheda (de-
tails supplied) who died in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in 1981, given that the person’s fam-
ily has been informed that none of the aforementioned notes can be located; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7127/15]

17/02/2015WRS04200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Deputy will understand that it would be 
inappropriate to provide medical notes to anyone other than next of kin.  My officials will raise 
the matter with the HSE and request that they engage directly with the family.  Matters in rela-
tion to the functions of the Coroners Service, including reports arising therefrom are a matter 
for the Department of Justice and Equality.

17/02/2015WRT00150Medical Card Data

17/02/2015WRT00200402. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in counties 
Monaghan and Cavan who currently hold a medical card or a general practitioner visit card; 
the number of these cards that have been renewed or granted since 2011; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7132/15]

17/02/2015WRT00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

  Question No. 403 answered with Question No. 344.

17/02/2015WRT00450Hospital Waiting Lists

17/02/2015WRT00500404. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an urgent 
appointment regarding treatment for prostate cancer in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Westmeath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7149/15]



17 February 2015

227

17/02/2015WRT00600Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Deputy’s question relates to service 
delivery matters and accordingly I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him.

If you have not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days please contact my 
Private Office and they will follow up the matter with them.

17/02/2015WRT00650Medical Card Applications

17/02/2015WRT00700405. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7156/15]

17/02/2015WRT00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has issued to Oireachtas members.

If the Deputy has not received a reply from the HSE within 15 working days, please contact 
my Private Office who will follow up the matter with them.

17/02/2015WRT00850Mental Health Services Provision

17/02/2015WRT00900406. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will reverse his deci-
sion to withdraw a service whereby a person presenting voluntarily at South Tipperary General 
Hospital for access to the mental health services could avail of a transport facility to the mental 
health services in County Kilkenny. [7161/15]

17/02/2015WRT01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service issue this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  If you have not re-
ceived a response within 15 working days, please contact my private office and they will follow 
up the matter with them.

17/02/2015WRT01050National Postcode System Expenditure

17/02/2015WRT01100407. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Health the projected cost to his De-
partment to convert to using Eircode; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7608/15]

17/02/2015WRT01200Minister for Health (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department does not anticipate sig-
nificant costs associated with converting to using Eircode because it does not have large client 
databases or systems. I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/02/2015WRT01250Certificate of Irish Heritage

17/02/2015WRT01300408. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number of 
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certificates of Irish heritage issued in each calendar year since the introduction of the scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6661/15]

17/02/2015WRT01400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Since the Certifi-
cate of Irish Heritage was introduced in September 2011, 3,029 Certificates have been issued 
– 149 in 2011, 1,317 in 2012, 1,172 in 2013 and 391 in 2014.  This overall figure includes 283 
promotional Certificates presented to various individuals since 2011.

With the vast majority of the global diaspora not eligible for Irish citizenship, the Certifi-
cate of Irish Heritage was introduced to recognise descendants of previous generations of Irish 
citizens in an official way and to give greater practical expression to the sense of Irish identity 
felt by many around the world.  It is very clear from the positive reaction of those who have 
received a Certificate how much their heritage means to them.

My Department will continue to work with Fexco, who operate the programme on our be-
half, to promote the Certificate of Irish Heritage around the world.

17/02/2015WRT01450Emigration Data

17/02/2015WRT01500409. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number Irish 
citizens who are living in the United States of America on long-term visas. [6698/15]

17/02/2015WRT01600Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The issuing of vi-
sas is a sovereign matter for the US authorities.  However officials in my Department are mak-
ing enquiries to obtain current figures from their US counterparts and will endeavour to provide 
the Deputy with an accurate figure once these have been received.

17/02/2015WRT01650Diplomatic Representation

17/02/2015WRT01700410. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will 
provide a report on the work of his Department in relation to the case of a person (details sup-
plied) who is detained in Egypt following the release of other detainees; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [6746/15]

17/02/2015WRT01800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I remain deeply 
concerned at this individual’s continued detention as well as the recent further postponement 
of his trial.  From my first day in office, I have taken an active role in this case and indeed in 
my first week in office I spoke to Egyptian Foreign Minister Shoukry setting out my concerns.

I have spoken to FM Shoukry on a number of further occasions, stressing that the individual 
was only 17 at the time of the alleged offences and asking for the case to be reviewed, so that 
he may be released so that he can return to his studies and his family.  I have also raised the 
matter with HRVP Mogherini who assured me of the ongoing assistance which the EU institu-
tions can provide.  I have met this individual’s family on a number of occasions, most recently 
on 12 February.

We are monitoring all developments closely. This is a difficult case involving a foreign legal 
system and the judicial processes of another state in which we cannot interfere.  However, I 
wish to assure the deputy of my ongoing commitment to the welfare of this young Irish citizen. 
I wish also to assure the deputy that officials in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 
both in Dublin and in Cairo, are in ongoing contact with this individual and his family, and with 
the Egyptian authorities and will continue to work actively towards the achievement of a posi-
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tive outcome to this case.

17/02/2015WRT01850Ukrainian Conflict

17/02/2015WRT01900411. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views on 
the current situation in eastern Ukraine; and if he supports military assistance to the Ukrainian 
Government. [6747/15]

17/02/2015WRT02000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The conflict in 
eastern Ukraine has escalated rapidly in recent weeks. The upsurge in violence and the increas-
ing number of casualties, in particular innocent civilians caught up in the fighting, has been 
deeply troubling.

I welcome the agreement reached in Minsk on 12 February, following all-night talks involv-
ing Chancellor Merkel, President Hollande, President Poroshenko and President Putin. The 
package of measures signed by the parties to the conflict offers hope for a peaceful resolution of 
the conflict in Ukraine, which has claimed over 5,300 lives and forced almost a million people 
to flee their homes.  The agreement provides for a ceasefire and withdrawal of heavy weapons 
in eastern Ukraine.  It also provides a timetable for the implementation of key parts of the Sep-
tember Minsk Agreements, including those relating to elections, border control and prisoner 
exchange.

It is vital that the ceasefire is respected and that the parties to the agreement take immediate, 
concrete steps to implement the provisions of the Minsk Agreement.  It is deeds not words that 
will provide assurance that all sides are genuinely committed to ending the fighting and restor-
ing peace in eastern Ukraine. 

At the informal European Council held on 12 February, Chancellor Merkel and President 
Hollande briefed EU leaders on the outcome of the Minsk talks.  President Poroshenko also 
addressed the meeting and provided a realistic assessment of what was agreed. Leaders assured 
President Poroshenko of the EU’s full backing for his efforts to restore peace and to maintain 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity.  They also considered practical ways of support-
ing implementation of the agreement, including through further humanitarian assistance and 
strengthening of the OSCE Mission.

Unity and consistency has characterised the EU’s actions in response of the Ukrainian crisis 
to date. It is crucial that this unity is maintained as it is key to our influence and our effective-
ness. 

We have consistently stated that there can be no military solution to the crisis in Ukraine.  
The initiative undertaken by Chancellor Merkel and President Hollande’s was aimed at reviving 
the September Minsk Agreements and bringing an end to the current spiral of violence.  Provid-
ing lethal military equipment to Ukraine risks undermining these and other diplomatic efforts 
to find a political resolution to the crisis.

17/02/2015WRT02050Passport Applications

17/02/2015WRT02100412. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views 
on correspondence (details supplied) regarding passports; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [6779/15]

17/02/2015WRT02200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Passports Act, 
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2008 provides, among other things, that only Irish citizens are entitled to be issued with Irish 
passports. Therefore for the person in question to be issued an Irish passport she must first 
become an Irish citizen. Citizenship is a matter for the Minister of Justice Equality and Law 
Reform.

17/02/2015WRT02250Grant Payments

17/02/2015WRT02300413. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he 
will confirm that he has approved a grant of €250,000 to a sports club (details supplied) in New 
York; the terms of this grant; if it is funded from current or capital expenditure; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6912/15]

17/02/2015WRT02400416. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if a 
legal charge will be required on a sports club (details supplied) in New York, to safeguard the 
taxpayers’ grant aid of €250,000, as would be required for a similar grant award to a sports club 
here; and the way this might be registered and enforced, if required. [6915/15]

17/02/2015WRT02500417. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
verification and inspection process he has put in place to ensure the integrity of the grant award 
of €250,000 to a sports club (details supplied) in New York. [6916/15]

17/02/2015WRT02600Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 413, 416 and 417 together. 

On 12 January the Minister for the Diaspora, Jimmy Deenihan T.D., announced that the 
Government was providing funding of €250,000 to the GAA for Shannon Gaels GAA Club in 
New York to develop the underage playing field in Frank Golden Park, Queens.

This funding marked a contribution towards the capital costs associated with the redevelop-
ment of the facilities at Shannon Gaels, one of the fastest growing GAA clubs in the United 
States which has 600 members, half of whom are children.  Funding for the redevelopment has 
also been secured from New York City and GAA HQ.

The funding was provided from the Emigrant Support Programme of the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade, which supports Irish communities overseas and facilitates the devel-
opment of more strategic links between Ireland and the global Irish.  This project achieves an 
important objective in engaging the next generation in strengthening their ties to Ireland.

This grant was provided on a once-off, 12 month basis.  In line with existing procedures as-
sociated with grants for capital projects, additional conditions were attached to this grant, most 
notably restricting the disposal of assets funded for a number of years.  In addition all grant 
recipients agree to provide both narrative and financial reports detailing how the grant has con-
tributed to the achieving the key objectives of the Emigrant Support Programme.  

As part of the Emigrant Support Programme, a planned programme of audits is in place to 
ensure the continued quality of the projects and programmes funded.

17/02/2015WRT02650Grant Payments

17/02/2015WRT02700414. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
amount of funds available to his Department in 2014 and allocated for 2015, to grant aid sports 
clubs based outside Ireland. [6913/15]
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17/02/2015WRT02800415. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if ad-
vertisements were placed inviting sporting clubs based outside Ireland to apply for grant aid 
for the development of their sporting facilities; if he will confirm where these advertisements 
were placed; the number of applications received; the criteria used to adjudicate on these ap-
plications; the total number of successful applicants; and the total amount of money allocated. 
[6914/15]

17/02/2015WRT02900Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 414 and 415 together.

The Emigrant Support Programme (ESP), which is administered by my Department, pro-
vides funding to not-for-profit organisations and projects to support Irish communities over-
seas.  The focus of the Emigrant Support Programme is on initiatives that address the needs of 
the most disadvantaged and vulnerable Irish emigrants; enhance access for Irish emigrants and 
Irish community organisations to local statutory and voluntary services; foster a more vibrant 
sense of community and Irish identity amongst the Irish abroad; and encourage closer links 
between Irish communities abroad and Ireland, to the benefit of both.

In 2014 the budget for the ESP was €11,595,000.  Some applications for funding from sport-
ing clubs and organisations are received under the Capital and Heritage headings.  All funding 
applications are made through an online process on the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade website.

In advance of the 2014 grant round, advertisements were placed in a number of Irish com-
munity newspapers abroad, in the UK, Australia and Canada.  In the United States, our Embas-
sy in Washington DC and network of Consulates, as well as the Coalition of Irish Immigration 
Centres, were used to promote awareness of the grant round. Social media and other means 
were also used by our Embassies and Consulates to advertise the opening of the grant round.

Fourteen applications were received during the 2014 ESP grant round in respect of sporting 
clubs/organisations based outside Ireland.  The 2015 grant round is currently open so details for 
2015 are unavailable as yet.  The overall ESP budget for 2015 remains at €11,595,000.

The following is the breakdown of funding allocated in 2014:

Organisation Application Amount
Football Association of Ireland UK Welfare Officer Programme €42,844
Gaelic Athletic Association Overseas Games Development- 

Britain
€225,000 

- Overseas Games Development – 
North America County Board

€44,000 

- Overseas Games Development – 
New York Board

€37,000 

- Global Games Development €65,000
- Shannon Gaels GAA Club, 

Frank Golden Park, Queens, 
New York towards the develop-
ment of the Underage Playing 
Field

€250,000

London Irish Amateur Rugby Football 
Club

Annual Mini Rugby Festival Stg £7,200
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Organisation Application Amount
Milton Keynes Irish Centre Irish Centre Football Pitch De-

velopment 
Stg £20,000

- Total €698,124

Grant applications are evaluated in line with established criteria for the ESP.  Full details are 
available on my Department’s website (www.dfat.ie) 

A funding arrangement with the GAA has been in place, on a partnership basis, since 2007 
and facilitates ESP support for the GAA’s Community Development Administrators in the US 
and Britain.  A Global Games Development Fund was established in 2012, on a matched fund-
ing basis with the GAA, to support GAA projects abroad, outside of Britain and the US, which 
deliver and promote meaningful developmental games opportunities and which also further the 
aims and objectives of the ESP.  An open call for the Global Games Fund is made through the 
GAA’s international structures.

           Questions Nos. 416 and 417 answered with Question No. 413.

17/02/2015WRU00250EU Meetings

17/02/2015WRU00300418. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the issues 
discussed at the recent European Union Foreign Affairs Council; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7008/15]

17/02/2015WRU00400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I participated in the 
most recent meeting of EU Foreign Affairs Ministers in Brussels on 9 February where there was 
a comprehensive discussion on: the situation in Ukraine; the Union’s efforts to combat interna-
tional terrorism; as well as the continuing crises in Libya and Yemen.

Given the developments on the ground in the run up to the Council meeting, the situation 
in Ukraine was the focus of much discussion. My French and German colleagues provided 
useful updates on the visit by President Hollande and Chancellor Merkel to the region. As the 
Deputy will be aware, the emphasis at the Council – as it continues to be – was on the need to 
find a political solution. My own view is that the Minsk agreement offers hope for a peaceful 
resolution to the crisis, but a sustainable ceasefire is critical if progress is to be made towards 
that objective.

Dialogue with Russia and others remains important, as is the need for pressure to reinforce 
that dialogue. In that regard, the Council unanimously agreed to a set of additional listings (con-
sisting of an asset freeze and travel ban on 19 individuals and 9 entities) against separatists in   
Eastern Ukraine and their supporters in Russia, involved in action against Ukraine’s territorial 
integrity. However, to allow space for the diplomatic efforts that were advancing in parallel, the 
Council decided to put the entry into force of these measures on hold until Monday 16 February.

Ministers also had an exchange of views on counter-terrorism issues, the second such dis-
cussion since the tragic events in Paris at the beginning of the year, and in advance of further 
discussions to take place later that week at the informal meeting of EU Heads of State and 
Government. The Council considered how the EU can most effectively prevent and combat 
international terrorism, including by strengthening engagement with, and support for, third 
countries, in particular in the Middle East and North Africa. We also agreed to redouble our 
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efforts to address underlying factors, in particular the on-going conflicts in Europe’s southern 
neighbourhood. 

Libya and Yemen were also a focus of discussion at the Council, where the situation on the 
ground in both countries remains extremely volatile and is a cause of great concern, particularly 
from a humanitarian perspective.  

I joined with my colleagues in welcoming the convening of UN brokered talks on Libya, 
and in encouraging all relevant actors to participate in a process that aims to bring an end to the 
current conflict. 

On Yemen, the Council also expressed deep concern for the intensifying humanitarian, eco-
nomic and security crisis and reaffirmed our commitment to continue to support Yemen, its 
political transition, and to stand by the Yemeni people at this critical juncture.

17/02/2015WRU00450Military Aircraft Landings

17/02/2015WRU00500419. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 500 of 3 February 2015, if he will answer the question asked, which dealt 
with his responsibility with regard to the authorisation of the transit of foreign military person-
nel through Irish airspace or on civilian aircraft, in view of the fact that the transport of military 
personnel is not covered by the 1952 air navigation carriage of munitions of war, weapons and 
dangerous goods order. [7017/15]

17/02/2015WRU00600Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As I said in my 
reply to Question number 500, the Air Navigation (Foreign Military Aircraft) Order 1952 gives 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs primary responsibility for the regulation of foreign military 
aircraft in Ireland.

In relation to military personnel travelling on civil aircraft, my reply stated that legislation 
provides that the Minister for Transport has primary responsibility for the regulation of such 
aircraft.  I also outlined areas where my Department has a role in relation to foreign military 
personnel travelling on such aircraft.  Any further questions in relation to the transit of passen-
gers, including military personnel, on such aircraft are a matter for the Minister for Transport.

17/02/2015WRU00650Emigrant Support Services

17/02/2015WRU00700420. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his attention 
has been drawn to a project (details supplied) which suggested that his Department create an 
Irish emigrant register; his views on the proposal; and if his Department will create this pro-
posed register. [7080/15]

17/02/2015WRU00800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In the course of a 
presentation by Crosscare Migrant Project to the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade in October 2014 a proposal regarding the creation of an emigrant register was 
raised.  Following this meeting a formal proposal was received from Crosscare for funding 
from the Emigrant Support Programme towards a Global Networking Hub.

This proposal was assessed and funding of €70,500 from the Emigrant Support Programme 
was approved towards running costs for the Hub and an associated interactive website relating 
to the mental health of emigrants.
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17/02/2015WRU00850Passport Application Refusals

17/02/2015WRU00900421. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the reason a 
person (details supplied) in Dublin 11 had a passport application returned; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7084/15]

17/02/2015WRU01000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): All passport appli-
cations are subject to the provision of Passports Act, 2008 (the Act).  In cases such as this where 
the application form has not been correctly witnessed, the applicant is informed and requested 
to submit a new form suitably witnessed.

17/02/2015WRU01050National Postcode System Expenditure

17/02/2015WRU01100422. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the pro-
jected cost to his Department to convert to using Eircode; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7607/15]

17/02/2015WRU01200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department 
continues to assess the changes required in its systems to support the roll-out of Eircode in 
2015.  Significant expense is not envisaged.  One of the key areas where the Eircode address 
database will benefit the work of my Department is the Passport Office.  The cost of changes to 
the systems for passport processing is estimated at €60,000.

17/02/2015WRU01250Education and Training Provision

17/02/2015WRU01300423. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a subsi-
dised travel grant exists for those in receipt of social welfare and taking part in a Foras Áiseanna 
Saothair, the Irish National Training and Employment Authority vocational training opportuni-
ties scheme course; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6759/15]

17/02/2015WRU01400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien English): 
Participants on full time training courses formerly delivered by FÁS and participants on  Vo-
cational Training Opportunities Scheme courses receive travel allowances, based on distance 
travelled to the course, where appropriate.  These courses are now delivered by Education and 
Training Boards and funded by SOLAS.

17/02/2015WRU01450Industrial Relations

17/02/2015WRU01500424. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her attention has 
been drawn to a decision by the principal contractor of a publicly funded college project (details 
supplied) in County Dublin to ignore a recent recommendation by the Labour Court; the provi-
sions that are contained within public works contracts to ensure that a contractor awarded such 
contracts adheres to such recommendations; and the penalty contained within public works 
contracts in the event of a contractor choosing not to act upon a Labour Court recommendation. 
[6947/15]

17/02/2015WRU01600450. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her attention has 
been drawn to a decision by the principal contractor of a publically funded college (details sup-
plied) in County Dublin to refuse to adhere to a recent recommendation by the Labour Court; 
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if she is satisfied that her Department and agencies under the aegis of her Department, have 
awarded multiple public contracts to a contractor who chooses to ignore the recommendations 
of the Labour Court; and the action she will take. [6883/15]

17/02/2015WRU01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 424 and 450 together.

I am aware that the Labour Court recently issued a recommendation in respect of an in-
dustrial dispute at the school site referred to by the Deputy.  I understand that both parties are 
currently engaged in talks and it would not be appropriate for me to comment any further at this 
stage.

17/02/2015WRU01750Home Tuition Scheme Eligibility

17/02/2015WRU01800425. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in which a 
person in County Kildare (details supplied) may apply for a home tuition grant; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [6629/15]

17/02/2015WRU01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department administers 
two separate Home Tuition Schemes.   One of the schemes provides for a compensatory edu-
cational service for children who, for a number of reasons such as chronic illness, are unable to 
attend school. The scheme also provides for children with special educational needs awaiting a 
suitable educational placement and for early intervention for children with autism. The applica-
tion form and Circular 0048/2014 which details the eligibility criteria for the scheme are avail-
able on my Department’s website at www.education.ie.  A separate scheme provides for pupils 
temporarily without a place in a recognised school, or without the offer of a school place and 
for whom a place in a recognised school is being actively sought.  It also provides for children 
taking an appeal under section 29 of The Education Act, 1998. Applications for this scheme 
may be made through the local office of Tusla, Child and Family Agency, contact details are 
available on their website www.tusla.ie. 

17/02/2015WRU01950Teacher Redeployment

17/02/2015WRU02000426. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding 
the potential for redeployment of a permanent whole-time teacher from a Dublin post-primary 
school who for family reasons now finds themselves living in County Clare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [6634/15]

17/02/2015WRU02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The core function of the 
redeployment arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of all surplus permanent and CID 
holding teachers to other schools that have vacancies.  The redeployment of all surplus perma-
nent teachers is key to my Department’s ability to manage within its payroll budget and ceiling 
on teacher numbers.

At post primary level for the 2015/16 school year teachers in the Munster region are given 
an opportunity to volunteer for a transfer to other areas if such a transfer would free up a va-
cancy that would facilitate the redeployment of a surplus permanent teacher in that area. This 
arrangement is operating on a pilot basis for 2015.  My Department has no plans to introduce 
a separate voluntary redeployment scheme.  The criteria used for the allocation of teachers to 
post-primary schools for the 2015/16 school year, including the redeployment arrangements, is 
available on my Department’s website.
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17/02/2015WRU02150Bullying in Schools

17/02/2015WRU02200427. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
all girl secondary schools; the number of all boy secondary schools; and the number of co-ed-
ucational secondary schools at which the ShoutOut anti-homophobic and transphobic bullying 
workshop was conducted between 2012 and 2015. [6636/15]

17/02/2015WRU02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Action Plan on Bul-
lying, which was published in January 2013, sets out my Department’s approach to tackling 
bullying in schools.  These actions focus on support for schools, teacher training, research and 
awareness raising and aim to ensure that all forms of bullying are addressed.  My Department 
does not collate data on which particular workshops have taken place in schools.  The Working 
Group that produced the Action Plan on Bullying recommended that schools should choose 
the programme best suited to their needs, rather than the Department endorsing particular anti-
bullying programmes.  

17/02/2015WRU02350Schools Building Projects Status

17/02/2015WRU02400428. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the build-
ing will commence of a new school (details supplied) in County Galway; when it will be op-
erational; the cause of the delay from initial announcement by her Department until now in 
commencing building works; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6645/15]

17/02/2015WRU02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Tender Process for this 
school building project is complete and a preferred bidder identified.  The acquisition of a site 
for the school is being advanced. Delays outside the Department’s control have been incurred 
in the site acquisition process.  Due to sensitivities relating to the site acquisition I am not in a 
position to provide any further details at this time, however my officials are making every effort 
to ensure that the project is progressed as soon as possible.

17/02/2015WRU02550Schools Data

17/02/2015WRU02600429. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
new primary schools and secondary schools established during each of the years, 2008; 2009; 
2010; 2011; 2012; 2013; 2014; and the number of new schools projected for development over 
the next two years. [6669/15]

17/02/2015WRU02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The details requested by the 
Deputy are as follows:

2008 - 3 new primary schools, 3 new post-primary schools; 2009 - 3 new post-primary 
schools; 2010 - 7 new primary schools; 2011 - 3 new primary schools, 1 new post-primary 
school; 2012 - 7 new primary schools; 2013 - 6 new primary schools, 4 new post-primary 
schools; 2014 - 4 new primary schools, 10 new post-primary schools. The number of new 
schools planned to date for 2015 and 2016 are as follows: 2015 - 4 new primary schools, 3 new 
post-primary schools; 2016 - 3 new primary schools, 8 new post-primary schools.

17/02/2015WRV00200Special Educational Needs Staffing
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17/02/2015WRV00300430. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
resource teachers and special needs assistants who will be asked to transfer to new schools, or 
will lose their positions, when the National Council for Special Education reconfigures special 
education needs resource hours; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6670/15]

17/02/2015WRV00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Deputy will be aware 
that last week I announced that I am not proposing to change the way teachers are allocated to 
schools for children with Special Educational Needs for the coming school year.

Resource Teachers and Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) will continue to be allocated to 
schools by the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), in accordance with my Depart-
ments existing criteria for the coming school year, taking into account the children’s assessed 
special educational needs.

The number of resource teachers and SNAs which will be allocate to schools for the coming 
year will be dependent on the number of valid applications received from schools.

However, it should be noted that it is not intended to reduce the overall number of resource 
teachers or SNAs which will be allocated to schools.  365 new Special Needs Assistant (SNA) 
posts and 480 new resource teaching posts have been provided to support children with special 
educational needs in schools in 2015, bringing the total number of SNAs available for alloca-
tion in 2015 to 11,330 posts and the total number of resource teaching posts to 6,705. Over 
11,000 resource and learning support teaching posts are now available.

This is the highest level of SNA and resource teaching allocations that we have ever had, 
and will ensure that children with special educational needs can continue to participate in edu-
cation and be supported in a manner appropriate to their needs.

This Government has been resolutely committed to protecting, and where possible, increas-
ing, the level of investment being made to support children with special educational needs at a 
time when there has been a requirement to make expenditure reductions across a range of areas. 
It is an area of spending which has been prioritised above most other areas by this Government, 
despite the enormous pressures on all areas of public spending.

17/02/2015WRV00500Student Assistance Fund

17/02/2015WRV00600431. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide a top-up to the student assistance fund, in view of the fact that it has been reduced from 
€8 million in the last academic year to €6.6 million in the current year, and that most institutes 
of higher education have now spent their full allocations of the fund, and are experiencing high 
additional demand; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6685/15]

17/02/2015WRV00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Student Assistance 
Fund is a component of the Third Level Access Measure which is managed on behalf of my 
Department by the Higher Education Authority (HEA) and comprises two sub-priorities: the 
Student Assistance Fund and the Fund for Students with Disabilities. The Student Assistance 
Fund is administered on a local basis by participating higher education institutions and targets 
those students most in need. The overall allocation to both these funds in the 2014-15 academic 
year is €15.5m – the same as in 2013-14.

The determination of the allocation of this fund between the two sub-priorities is a matter 
for the HEA and involves balancing the needs of students with disabilities for reasonable ac-
commodations with that of students in more general, financial need. While the overall Third 
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Level Access Measure has remained stable, a rising demand by both students with disabilities 
and those in need of Student Assistance Funding has had to be accommodated within this. Both 
the HEA and overall education budget have been fully committed for the current academic year. 
The matter of whether there is scope to increase the overall Third Level Access Measure in the 
next academic year will be revisited as part of the budgetary process for 2015-16 academic year. 
This year the HEA also plan to commission an independent review of policy, guidelines and 
practice in relation to the Student Assistance Fund. 

17/02/2015WRV00800Pupil-Teacher Ratio

17/02/2015WRV00900432. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views on 
whether the minimum enrolment should be the only determinant as to whether a two-teacher 
school is retained or not; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6694/15]

17/02/2015WRV01000437. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
return to pre-2010 pupil-teacher ratios, as a matter of urgency, to protect and secure the future 
of two and three-teacher schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6706/15]

17/02/2015WRV01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 432 and 437 together.

I will arrange for a response to be issued directly to the Deputy.

17/02/2015WRV01200Broadband Service Provision

17/02/2015WRV01300433. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the posi-
tion regarding the provision of broadband in respect of a school (details supplied) in County 
Donegal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6701/15]

17/02/2015WRV01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the Schools Broad-
band Access programme the Department provides for the supply of internet connectivity for all 
recognised primary schools.  A new framework was put in place in 2012 for the provision of this 
service, as a result of this the number of service providers has been expanded from 6 to 13 with 
the aim of ensuring that satisfactory solutions would be awarded to all schools.

Where schools were awarded slow DSL solutions or satellite solutions, the contracts were 
for one year only and my Department continues to seek a higher speed solution by offering 
these schools for re-tender.

A mini tender competition took place at the end of 2014 and this school was included in 
the competition, however no improved service was offered by suppliers for this school.  My 
Department will continue to monitor the situation and will include this school in the next mini 
competition which we expect to take place in April/May this year.

17/02/2015WRV01500Special Educational Needs Staffing

17/02/2015WRV01600434. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views on 
correspondence regarding a school (details supplied) in County Cork; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [6703/15]
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17/02/2015WRV01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Deputy will be aware 
that last week I announced that I am not proposing to change the way teachers are allocated to 
schools for children with Special Educational Needs for the coming school year.

In making this decision to retain the current model for allocating resource and learning sup-
port teachers for the coming year, I have been guided by the advice of the National Council 
for Special Education (NCSE) Working Group report, which recommended that sufficient time 
should be allowed for further consultation to take place with the education stakeholders before 
the new model is implemented in schools.

Through consultations which have already taken place, there was a broad welcome for the 
proposed new model from Parents, disability groups, schools and stakeholders. However, while 
there has been significant consultation in relation to the proposed new model, there has not 
been sufficient time to address fully all of the concerns which have been raised in advance the 
September 2015 school year.

In particular, a robust mechanism for identifying children with complex special educational 
needs has yet to be finalised. Similarly it will be important to ensure that the concerns that suc-
cessful schools continue to receive appropriate levels of support to ensure that their successes 
can be maintained are addressed.

Work will continue in the coming months to develop the proposed model and to address the 
range of concerns which were identified through the consultations which have taken place so 
far.

I have asked my Department to design a pilot of the new model which schools could opt into 
on a voluntary basis. Continuing consultation with stakeholders form a vital part of the ongoing 
work.

The timescale for the implementation of the proposed new model for allocating special 
educational resource teachers to schools will therefore take into account both the results of the 
proposed pilot project and the ongoing consultation process.

17/02/2015WRV01800Teagasc na Gaeilge

17/02/2015WRV01900435. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Michael P. Kitt den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna an bhfuil 
staidéar déanta aici ar na modhanna trína múintear an Ghaeilge, go háirithe a mhéid a bhaineann 
siad leis na moltaí atá sa Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge 2010 - 2030; agus an ndéanfaidh sí 
ráiteas ina thaobh. [5524/15]

17/02/2015WRV02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Déanann an Chigireacht 
monatóireacht ar cháilíocht teagaisc agus foghlama na Gaeilge i ngach bunscoil agus iar-bhuns-
coil mar chuid dá clár cigireachta bhliantúil.  Úsáidtear réimse múnlaí cigireachta lena n-áirítear 
measúnuithe ar an scoil uile, cigireachtaí ábhair, cigireachtaí teagmhasacha agus cigireachtaí 
leantacha.  Tá suirbhéanna ar thuismitheoirí agus daltaí mar chuid de mheasúnuithe ar an scoil 
uile.

Tá faisnéis le fáil i dtuairiscí cigireachta ar shuíomh gréasáin mo Roinne maidir le láid-
reachtaí agus réimsí óna dteastaíonn forbairt i scoileanna aonair i ndáil le teagasc na Gaeilge.  
Áirítear i dTuarascáil an Phríomhchigire forbhreathnú ar na príomhthorthaí ó thuairiscí teagm-
hasacha agus ar an scoil uile idir 2010 agus 2012 maidir le cáilíocht teagaisc agus foghlama na 
Gaeilge i mbunscoileanna agus in iar-bhunscoileanna.  Tá an tuarascáil seo ar fáil ar shuíomh 
gréasáin mo Roinne freisin.
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17/02/2015WRV02100Schools Amalgamation

17/02/2015WRV02200436. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the existing 
procedure regarding the amalgamation of schools being revised, as a matter of urgency; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [6705/15]

17/02/2015WRV02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the decision making authority for school amalgamations belongs to the Patron of a school, 
and this is subject to the approval of the Minister for Education and Skills.

As the Deputy will appreciate, any such proposal must first involve consultation with all 
of the relevant stakeholders. Following the consultation process, a decision taken at local level 
will follow. In that regard, any proposed changes must be well planned and managed in a man-
ner that accommodates the interests of students, parents, teachers, local communities and con-
tributes to an inclusive education system.

All agreed proposals must be submitted to my Department. Proposals that may have major 
capital funding implications will also however be considered by my Department within the 
context of competing demands on my Department’s capital budget imposed by the need to pri-
oritise available funding for the provision of essential school classroom accommodation.

  Question No. 437 answered with Question No. 432.

17/02/2015WRV02500Site Acquisitions

17/02/2015WRV02600438. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing the proposed new gaelscoil for Longford; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[6714/15]

17/02/2015WRV02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department is working 
closely with the relevant Local Authority in relation to securing a suitable site for the school to 
which the Deputy refers.  This process is ongoing at present. However, as I am sure the Deputy 
will appreciate, there are commercial sensitivities associated with land acquisitions generally 
and I am not in a position to comment further at this time.

17/02/2015WRV02800Student Grant Scheme Applications

17/02/2015WRV02900439. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will expe-
dite the fees and grant status in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [6716/15]

17/02/2015WRV03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As part of a comprehensive 
customer service and communications strategy provided by Student Universal Support Ireland 
(SUSI), to ensure that all necessary avenues are open to applicants to receive the information 
they need, a dedicated email and phone line service is provided by SUSI for Oireachtas mem-
bers.  This was established to meet an identified need for applicants who choose to engage the 
assistance of their public representatives in making enquiries about their grant applications.

This service compliments the established channels provided by SUSI which include online 
application tracking, a dedicated website, a telephone helpdesk, email and social media, includ-
ing Facebook and Twitter.



17 February 2015

241

Enquiries may be emailed direct to SUSI at oireachtas@susi.ie.  SUSI are responding to 
email queries within a matter of days.

17/02/2015WRV03100Schools Building Projects Status

17/02/2015WRV03200440. Deputy Pat Rabbitte asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the building 
of the proposed new secondary school in Kingswood, Tallaght, Dublin 24 will commence; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [6762/15]

17/02/2015WRV03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Design Team on the 
project to which the Deputy refers are currently finalising their stage 2A report for submission 
to my Department. Upon successful completion of Stage 2A and subject to no issues arising the 
project will then be authorised to complete Stage 2B, which includes the application for plan-
ning permission and other statutory approvals and the preparation of tender documents. Follow-
ing the completion of stage 2(b) the project will then proceed to tender and construction stages.

The project is included in my Department’s five year building programme to proceed to 
Tender and Construction in 2015/16. 

17/02/2015WRV03400Teaching Qualifications

17/02/2015WRV03500441. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide an update on the operation of regulation 5 of the Teaching Council (Registration) Regu-
lations 2009; if a transition arrangement was introduced by the Teaching Council to provide 
teachers, working before April 2013, time to acquire a recognised qualification; the details of 
the transition arrangement; the number of people who availed of this, if it was in place; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [6767/15]

17/02/2015WRV03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the Teaching Council 
Act 2001, the Teaching Council is, since March 2006, the regulator and standards body for the 
teaching profession.

Accordingly, it holds authority and responsibility for registration of teachers in the State.

As the question refers to an operational matter for the Teaching Council, I am referring it to 
the Council for early direct reply.

17/02/2015WRV03700Jobs Data

17/02/2015WRV03800442. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 551 of 3 January 2015, if she will confirm that her Department does not 
record the real time jobs, directly and indirectly created, arising from the Government’s school 
building programme. [6783/15]

17/02/2015WRV03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I recently provided to the 
Deputy the numbers of direct and indirect jobs supported by the school building programme 
for the years 2012 to 2015.  These numbers are based on the Construction Industry Council 
norm which I also provided to the Deputy earlier this month.  This is the methodology that the 
Department uses to calculate the numbers of direct and indirect jobs that are supported by the 
school building programme.
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17/02/2015WRV04000Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/02/2015WRV04100443. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to 
reverse cuts, introduced during the economic recession, in the services to children with special 
educational needs; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6786/15]

17/02/2015WRV04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Budget 2015 included an 
increase in spending on education for the first time in recent years, amounting to additional 
funding of €60m during 2015.

This funding will be used to provide 1,700 additional teachers and SNAs for our schools, as 
well as to fund prioritised reforms, such as implementation of the literacy and numeracy strat-
egy, reform of junior cycle, and the introduction of education focussed pre-school inspections.

This Government has been resolutely committed to protecting, and where possible, increas-
ing, the level of investment being made to support children with special educational needs at a 
time when there has been a requirement to make expenditure reductions across a range of areas. 
It is an area of spending which has been prioritised above most other areas by this Government, 
despite the enormous pressures on all areas of public spending.

Some €1.37 billion will be spent in support of children with Special Educational Needs this 
year, which represents approximately 15% of my Department’s budget.

There has been no reduction in the overall number of Special Needs Assistant or resource 
teaching/learning support posts being provided for schools.

On the contrary, 365 new Special Needs Assistant posts and 480 new resource teaching 
posts have been provided to support children with special educational needs in schools in 2015, 
bringing the total number of SNAs available for allocation in 2015 to 11,330 posts and the total 
number of resource teaching posts to 6,705.

Over 11,000 resource and learning support teaching posts are now available. This is the 
highest level of SNA and resource teaching allocations that we have ever had, and will ensure 
that children with special educational needs can continue to participate in education and be sup-
ported in a manner appropriate to their needs.

17/02/2015WRW00150Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/02/2015WRW00200444. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way she pro-
poses to address serious concerns expressed by school principals, regarding the school profil-
ing element of the proposed new special needs model; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [6787/15]

17/02/2015WRW00300445. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the 
National Council for Special Education and her Department have decided to move away from 
individualised allocations to school profiling, as an element of the new special needs resource 
model; when the Department of Health is planning to introduce individualised funding for chil-
dren with an intellectual disability; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6788/15]

17/02/2015WRW00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 444 and 445 together.

The Deputy will be aware that last week I announced that I am not proposing to change the 
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way teachers are allocated to schools for children with Special Educational Needs for the com-
ing school year.

In making this decision to retain the current model for allocating resource and learning sup-
port teachers for the coming year, I have been guided by the advice of the National Council 
for Special Education (NCSE) Working Group report, which recommended that sufficient time 
should be allowed for further consultation to take place with the education stakeholders before 
the new model is implemented in schools. 

Through consultations which have already taken place, there was a broad welcome for the 
proposed new model from Parents, disability groups, schools and stakeholders. However, while 
there has been significant consultation in relation to the proposed new model, there has not been 
sufficient time to address fully all of the concerns which have been raised, particularly those 
concerns relating to the profiling of schools, in advance the September 2015 school year. 

In particular, a robust mechanism for identifying children with complex special educational 
needs has yet to be finalised. Similarly it will be important to ensure that the concerns that suc-
cessful schools continue to receive appropriate levels of support to ensure that their successes 
can be maintained are addressed.

The proposed new allocation model was developed following advice received from the 
NCSE which indicated that the current model which requires that there is a formal assessment 
and diagnosis in place before an allocation is provided is unfair. The advice recommended re-
moving diagnosis as a prerequisite for receiving support. The NCSE working group provided 
additional advice recommending that providing support to schools based on their educational 
profile was the best way currently available to ensure that schools would be able to support all 
children with special educational needs who needed such support.  

While the proposed new model is not proceeding for the coming year, it is not the case 
that the proposed new model would deny children access to additional support based on their 
individual needs. The new model proposes to provide schools with an allocation based on their 
school profile, from which schools can provide resources to children taking into account the 
individual needs of each child.

Under the current model which remain in place for the coming school year, schools will be 
allocated support calculated on the basis of the numbers of qualifying applications which are 
received by the NCSE. The current model does not entitle an individual child to a specific quan-
tum of hours or make an individualised allocation for a children, as the totality of the allocation 
is made to the school for the benefit of all children with Special Educational Needs. 

Work will continue in the coming months to develop the proposed new allocation model and 
to address the range of concerns which were identified through the consultations which have 
taken place so far, including the manner in which school profiles are developed. 

I have asked my Department to design a pilot of the new model which schools could opt into 
on a voluntary basis.

Continuing consultation with stakeholders will be a vital part of the ongoing work.

17/02/2015WRW00450Third Level Participation

17/02/2015WRW00500446. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will provide an 
update on the Ballymun initiative for third level education. [6804/15]
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17/02/2015WRW00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Ballymun Initiative 
for Third Level Education (BITE) was established in 1989 and is an initiative based in Trinity 
Comprehensive School, Ballymun, with the goal of supporting young people attending that 
school to have an equal opportunity to progress to Third Level education. BITE runs a number 
of programmes including study groups, extra tuition and support for specific subjects, and sup-
port in applying for higher education courses, access programmes and grants. It also makes 
available a number of scholarships and bursaries at both secondary school and higher education 
level. BITE is represented on several community groups and committees in the Ballymun area 
and has links with DCU and St Patrick’s College, Drumcondra.

To date BITE has supported over 400 students to progress to further and higher education. 
Since 2012, 35 BITE-supported students have progressed to higher education and 51 have pro-
gressed to further education.

17/02/2015WRW00650School Accommodation

17/02/2015WRW00700447. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 174 of 24 September 2014, in which she responded that her Department 
was at that time analysing the latest demographic data on a nationwide basis to determine where 
additional school accommodation may be needed from 2015 onwards and in which she gave an 
undertaking that, when that exercise had been completed, arrangements would be made to make 
accommodation available where it is needed, the outcome of this study in relation to the Lucan 
area; and the arrangements being put in place to alleviate the problem; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [6817/15]

17/02/2015WRW00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The nationwide demograph-
ic review at post-primary level is an extensive exercise which is on-going in my Department.  It 
will be completed as quickly as possible.

17/02/2015WRW00850Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

17/02/2015WRW00900448. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the qualifying 
criteria in respect of grant aid under the student grant scheme 2014, for a non-European Union 
citizen, who is over 18 years of age, and has been living legally in the State for over five years; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6864/15]

17/02/2015WRW01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the terms of the stu-
dent grant scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students who meet the prescribed conditions 
of funding including those which relate to nationality, residency, previous academic attainment 
and means. The nationality requirements for the student grant scheme are set out in section 14 
of the Student Support Act 2011 and regulation 5 of the Student Support Regulations 2014. 

In all cases, to qualify for a student grant, it is the grant applicant, and not his/her parents, 
that must meet the nationality or prescribed immigration status requirements in their own right. 
The onus is on the grant applicant to provide the necessary documentary evidence as proof of 
their nationality or immigration status to the relevant grant awarding authority.

Article 32 of the Student Grant Scheme 2014 provides for the review of eligibility for the 
award of a grant in the event of changes of circumstances in the academic year, including a 
change in relation to a student’s nationality or immigration status. This means that where a stu-
dent acquires Irish citizenship by naturalisation, or is granted permission to remain provided for 
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in the Act or Regulations during the course of their studies, he/she may apply to SUSI to have 
his/her application re-assessed.

17/02/2015WRW01050School Staffing

17/02/2015WRW01100449. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will con-
firm a matter relating to the status of a school (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [6868/15]

17/02/2015WRW01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The criteria used for the al-
location of teachers to primary schools is published annually on the website of the Department 
of Education and Skills. The key factor for determining the level of staffing resources provided 
at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrol-
ments on the previous 30 September.

The staffing arrangements provide for a reduced enrolment required for the retention of 
the first and second classroom teaching post in an island school, where the school is the only 
remaining primary school on the island. The school referred to by the Deputy is accessible by 
bridge from the mainland and does not therefore have island status for the purpose of its staffing 
arrangements.

  Question No. 450 answered with Question No. 424.

17/02/2015WRW01350Educational Disadvantage

17/02/2015WRW01400451. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to open ap-
plications by newly sanctioned schools (detailed supplied) in County Galway, which are now 
up and running, to the delivering equality of opportunity in schools scheme; her views that 
such schools, in disadvantaged areas, are at a disadvantage by not being able to apply for this 
scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6885/15]

17/02/2015WRW01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Given the current economic 
climate and the target to reduce public expenditure, prioritising and maintaining resources for 
children at risk of educational disadvantage is a significant challenge. The need to maintain 
existing supports for schools catering for the most concentrated levels of educational disadvan-
tage means that there is no capacity for additionality to the DEIS programme.

The DEIS programme is the subject of ongoing evaluation by the Educational Research 
Centre and the Inspectorate of my Department. The focus of this research is to ensure the suc-
cessful implementation of DEIS and that the best possible approaches to measuring progress 
and outcomes at both local and national level are being used.

An overall report on the learning from DEIS is currently being prepared by the Economic 
and Social Research Institute. This report will incorporate information on the various inputs, 
processes and educational outcomes contained in the findings from the DEIS research and 
evaluations conducted by the Educational Research Centre and the Department’s Inspectorate 
to date. It will also review other Irish and international related research on educational disad-
vantage. The report will assess the main findings of this research and provide advice to inform 
future policy direction on educational disadvantage, including DEIS. This report is currently 
being finalised and I expect to receive it shortly.

Accordingly, for the present, my focus and that of my Department is on maintaining current 
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DEIS supports and the learning from the programme and applying it to future policy making.  
This will ensure that future policy direction to tackle educational disadvantage will be evi-
dence-based and grounded in the solid body of experience provided by the DEIS programme.

17/02/2015WRW01550Home Tuition Scheme Eligibility

17/02/2015WRW01600452. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she has had 
an opportunity to review correspondence (details supplied) regarding section 6 of her Depart-
ment’s circular 48/2014. [6911/15]

17/02/2015WRW01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Home Tuition scheme 
provides compensatory educational service for children who, for a number of reasons such as 
chronic illness, are unable to attend school. The scheme also provides for children with special 
educational needs awaiting a suitable educational placement and for early intervention for chil-
dren with autism.  

In line with the terms of the scheme, parents/guardians must recruit a teacher who is quali-
fied to teach in the sector concerned and who is registered accordingly with the Teaching Coun-
cil of Ireland, similar to the requirement for teachers in schools.

Where all efforts have failed to secure the services of a teacher qualified to teach in the 
sector concerned, the Department may consider the engagement of a person who is registered 
with or whose application for registration has been accepted by the Teaching Council and has a 
primary degree (minimum Level 7 on the National Framework of Qualifications) in the relevant 
area, e.g. Psychology.

As tuition takes place outside the usual school structure it is important that home tutors are 
qualified to provide an educational programme. Therefore I do not intend to remove the require-
ment, as proposed in the details provided by the Deputy that parents must initially attempt to 
source a teacher qualified in the sector before requesting approval for tutors with alternative 
qualifications.

17/02/2015WRW01750School Enrolments

17/02/2015WRW01800453. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to address 
the 192 applications received, for an intake of 56 infant children, in respect of a school (details 
supplied) in Dublin 14, for September 2015, thus denying children access to their local school; 
her Department’s efforts to alleviate the problem; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [6917/15]

17/02/2015WRW01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department provided a new 16 classroom school for the school in question in 2012 at a 
cost of approximately €3.5 million. As the Deputy will appreciate, the question of enrolment in 
individual schools, including the school in the area concerned, is the responsibility of the mana-
gerial authority of the school. There is a responsibility on schools to manage their own enrol-
ment policies to ensure that they operate within the level of accommodation available to them.

The Deputy will be aware that on 5th February last, I announced that seven new primary 
schools are to be established in the next two years. Four are scheduled to open in 2015 and 
three will open in 2016. One of the schools to be established in 2016 will cater for demographic 
demand in the area referred to by the Deputy.
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17/02/2015WRW01950Schools Building Projects Status

17/02/2015WRW02000454. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the proposed start and 
completion dates in relation to the pending redevelopment of a college (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6953/15]

17/02/2015WRW02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is currently at an early stage of Architectural Planning.  The Stage 1 
report has been finalised by the relevant Education and Training Board and their Design Team 
and submitted to the Department for review.  Following the technical review, and subject to no 
issues arising, the project will be authorised to proceed to Stage 2A, Develop Sketch Design.

This project is included on the programme to proceed to Construction in 2016.

17/02/2015WRW02150Third Level Funding

17/02/2015WRW02200455. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the level of 
funding that would be required to reduce the current teacher-student ratio  of 1:23, in the Irish 
university sector to the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development average of 
1:14. [6966/15]

17/02/2015WRW02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The 2014 edition of the 
OECD’s annual publication Education at a Glance reports that the ratio of academic staff to 
students in Irish higher education institutions is 1:19.   The OECD average is 1:14 and the EU21 
average is 1:16.  This ratio, which was at the OECD average in 2008, has increased in recent 
years as a result of increasing student numbers and restrictions on staffing imposed under the 
Employment Control Framework. While the staff - student ratio is a widely used proxy for 
performance of higher education institutions and systems, it is important to note that it is only 
a proxy.  It does not reflect class size, and it does not take account of student contact hours and 
wider engagement which makes international comparisons difficult.  However, the deteriora-
tion in the ratio and the resultant pressure this was placing on the higher education system was 
one of a number of factors which led to the establishment of the Expert Group on Future Fund-
ing for Higher Education. This Group is examining the long term funding sustainability of the 
sector and will report to me by the end of this year.

Finally, in relation to the Deputy’s specific question, there isn’t a linear correlation between 
the student - staff ratio and the level of funding in the sector. However, I have been advised by 
the HEA that to bring the university sector in line with the OECD average would require an ad-
ditional 2,750 academic posts. The additional salary cost is dependent on grade and could range 
from an estimated €88 million to €165 million based on starting salaries for assistant lecturer, 
college lecturer and senior lecture. The following table gives a breakdown of this calculation.

University grades Additional Staff  Estimated Starting Salary Cost
Asst Lecturer 2750 €32,000 €88,000,000
College Lecturer 2750 €45,000 €123,750,000
Senior Lecturer 2750 €60,000 €165,000,000

17/02/2015WRW02350Scoláireachtaí Gaeltachta

17/02/2015WRW02400456. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna an 
aontaíonn sí go raibh an Ghaeilge mar dhlúthchuid den fhís a bhí ag ceannairí an Éirí Amach in 
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1916 don tsochaí chomhpháirteach a bhí siad ag iarraidh a bhaint amach in Éirinn; an gcuirfidh 
sí in iúl cé acu atá sí sásta na scoláireachtaí Gaeltachta, a bhíodh ar fáil óna Roinn i gcuimhne ar 
1916 agus ar cuireadh stop leo cúpla bliain ó shin, a chur ar fáil arís in 2016; agus an ndéanfaidh 
sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [6992/15]

17/02/2015WRW02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): An Scéim Scolaireachtaí 
Triú Leibhéal (Trí Ghaeilge: Teoranta), agus Scéim Scoláireachta Donogh O’Malley. Bronnadh 
na trí Scoláireachtaí Gaeltachta gan aon chritéir socheacnamaíoch a chur i bhfeidhm.  Tá na 
sparántachtaí nua, áfach, deartha go speisialta chun díriú ar mhic léinn atá ag freastal ar scoile-
anna DEIS i gceantair faoi mhíbhuntáiste, agus a léiríonn freisin leibhéal de mhíbhuntáiste 
pearsanta nó teaghlaigh trí bheith i dteideal cárta leigheas a bheith acu. 

Bronntar damhachtáiní ar bhonn reigiúnda agus is féidir measúnú a dhéanamh ar mhic léinn 
ó na scoileanna DEIS ar fad. Rinneadh an t-athrú seo chun an úsáid is fear a bhaint as acmhainní 
gann, chun díriú ar na mic léinn is fearr ó thaobh feidhmiú de, sa chohórt díobh siúd a bhfuil 
cúnamh airgeadais is mó ag teastáil uathu. 

Níl aon phlean faoi láthair na Scoláireachtaí Gaeltachta a chur i bhfeidhm arís.

17/02/2015WRW02550Teaching Council of Ireland

17/02/2015WRW02600457. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her atten-
tion has been drawn to the concerns among teachers regarding the proposals to introduce public 
hearings as part of fitness to teach inquiries; if she will provide an assurance to teachers that any 
such hearings will be carried out in a fair and balanced way; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [6996/15]

17/02/2015WRW02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Teaching Council was 
established under the Teaching Council Act 2001 as the regulator and standards body for the 
teaching profession. Part 5 which will enable the Council to investigate complaints against 
registered teachers has not yet been commenced.  Amendments to the 2001 Act are proposed in 
the Teaching Council (Amendment) Bill which I presented to the Oireachtas on 21 January to, 
among other things, strengthen the Fitness to Teach (Part 5) provisions of the Act.

I intend to bring forward amendments at Committee Stage to enable the Council to conduct 
Fitness to Teach hearings in public. The principles of fairness will underpin decisions of the 
Council on whether to conduct hearings in private or in public and its conduct of the hearings.

In drafting amendments my officials will consider the viewpoints of the Teaching Council 
and other stakeholders in the process, as appropriate.

17/02/2015WRX00150Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/02/2015WRX00200458. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
ensure that a school (details supplied) in County Cork does not have its resource hours reduced 
any further; if she will increase its allocation of resource hours; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [6998/15]

17/02/2015WRX00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Deputy will be aware 
that last week I announced that I am not proposing to change the way teachers are allocated 
to schools for children with Special Educational Needs for the coming school year.  Resource 
Teachers’ hours will continue to be allocated to schools by the National Council for Special 
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Education (NCSE), in accordance with my Department’s existing criteria for the coming school 
year.  The extent of resource allocations which will be made to individual schools, including 
the school referred to by the Deputy, will be dependent on the number of valid applications re-
ceived by the NCSE from schools in respect of pupils with special educational needs attending 
such schools.   It should be noted, however, that it is not intended to reduce the overall number 
of resource teachers which will be allocated to schools.

480 new resource teaching posts have been provided to support children with special educa-
tional needs in schools in 2015, bringing the total number of resource teaching posts to 6,705.  
Over 11,000 resource and learning support teaching posts are now available for allocation to 
schools.  This is the highest level of resource teaching allocations that we have ever had, and 
will ensure that children with special educational needs can continue to participate in education 
and be supported in a manner appropriate to their needs.  This Government has been resolutely 
committed to protecting, and where possible, increasing, the level of investment being made to 
support children with special educational needs at a time when there has been a requirement to 
make expenditure reductions across a range of areas.  It is an area of spending which has been 
prioritised above most other areas by this Government, despite the enormous pressures on all 
areas of public spending.

17/02/2015WRX00350Qualifications Recognition

17/02/2015WRX00400459. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 502 of 3 February 2015, if she will acknowledge a failing in the 
Quality and Qualifications Ireland system of not awarding qualifications based on a chef’s ex-
perience (details supplied), length of service and references in the culinary industry; and that 
this system is causing employment uncertainty for persons, as certificates are needed for further 
employment; her views that a perfectly well trained person should not be at a loss in terms of 
employment opportunities based on the fact that they completed their apprenticeship and train-
ing at a time in the past when certification was not widespread; her plans to rectify this in the 
name of fairness; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7022/15]

17/02/2015WRX00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As outlined in answer to 
Parliamentary Question no. 502 of 3 February 2015, while Quality and Qualifications Ireland 
(QQI) offers advice and information on the range of options available in relation to the recogni-
tion of prior learning or experience (RPL), QQI does not conduct RPL processes itself but relies 
upon providers of relevant programmes who have the necessary expertise and experienced RPL 
assessors.  The individual in question has been in direct contact with my Department which is 
currently liaising with QQI to identify a suitable provider of education and training who will be 
in a position to assist with this matter.

17/02/2015WRX00550Student Support Schemes

17/02/2015WRX00600460. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will provide 
a list of all the financial supports available to second level students living in the Dublin area 
who are using Dublin Bus for school transport purposes. [7043/15]

17/02/2015WRX00700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien Eng-
lish): Under the terms of my Department’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme children 
are eligible for school transport where they reside not less than 4.8 km from and are attending 
their nearest education centre as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having regard 
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to ethos and language.  Children who are eligible for school transport pay an annual charge of 
€350 subject to a maximum of €650 per family per annum.  This charge, which may be paid in 
two instalments in July and December, is a contribution towards the overall cost and does not 
reflect the true cost of providing school transport services.  Children who are eligible for school 
transport and who hold valid medical cards (GMS Scheme) are exempt from paying the annual 
charge.   In addition, eligible children for whom no service is available may be sanctioned for a 
remote area grant towards the cost of making private transport arrangements; full details of this 
grant are available on the Department’s website at www.education.ie.  The terms of the School 
Transport Schemes are applied equitably on a national basis.  Post Primary children living in the 
Dublin area who are not eligible for school transport may purchase a daily/weekly Child Leap 
Card on Dublin Bus Services.

17/02/2015WRX00750European Globalisation Fund

17/02/2015WRX00800461. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills when she 
expects the European Council will approve the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund ap-
plication for the former workers at a company (details supplied) in County Dublin. [7046/15]

17/02/2015WRX00900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Damien Eng-
lish): The Department submitted an application on 19 September 2014 to the European Com-
mission for EU co-financing under the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (EGF) of a 
programme of labour market activation measures in support of 424 workers made redundant at 
the Lufthansa Technik Airmotive Ireland plant in Rathcoole, Co. Dublin and a number of ancil-
lary enterprises.  All 424 workers are eligible to be assisted under the application but based on 
the Department’s analysis and experience it is targeting 250 to avail of the supports ultimately.  
The application  also includes up to 200 young persons not in employment, education or train-
ing as is permitted on an optional basis under EU Regulation 1309/2013 governing the Fund.  
The College of Commissioners approved the EGF application on 6 February 2015. The appli-
cation must also be approved by the Council of Ministers and the European Parliament.  The 
Department does not have firm dates for forthcoming decisions of these bodies but my officials 
anticipate that decisions could be made in Quarter 2 of 2015 based on previous experience and 
recent enquires made of the EU authorities.  However, in line with Department policy on the 
EGF process in Ireland, the Department is anticipating the full approval of the application and 
is already overseeing the provision by local and national service providers of a programme of 
guidance, education and training and enterprise supports to the cohorts in question.  These sup-
ports are being financed currently through national funding.

17/02/2015WRX00950Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/02/2015WRX01000462. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the date on 
which the new allocation system for special educational needs resources will be in place in all 
schools. [7050/15]

17/02/2015WRX01100463. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the time frame 
provided to her Department officials to design a pilot of the new model allocation system for 
special educational needs resources in schools; and the number of schools she envisages par-
ticipating in the pilot scheme. [7051/15]

17/02/2015WRX01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 462 and 463 together.  The Deputy will be aware that last week I announced that I am not 
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proposing to change the way teachers are allocated to schools for children with Special Educa-
tional Needs for the coming school year.  In making this decision to retain the current model for 
allocating resource and learning support teachers for the coming year, I have been guided by 
the advice of the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) Working Group report, which 
recommended that sufficient time should be allowed for further consultation to take place with 
the education stakeholders before the new model is implemented in schools.  Through consulta-
tions which have already taken place, there was a broad welcome for the proposed new model 
from parents, disability groups, schools and stakeholders.  However, while there has been sig-
nificant consultation in relation to the proposed new model, there has not been sufficient time 
to address fully all of the concerns which have been raised in advance of the September 2015 
school year.

In particular, a robust mechanism for identifying children with complex special educational 
needs has yet to be finalised.  Similarly it will be important to ensure that the concerns that suc-
cessful schools continue to receive appropriate levels of support to ensure that their successes 
can be maintained are addressed.

Work will continue in the coming months to develop the proposed model and to address the 
range of concerns which were identified through the consultations which have taken place so 
far.  I have asked my Department to design a pilot of the new model which schools could opt 
into on a voluntary basis.  Continuing consultation with stakeholders form a vital part of the on-
going work.  The timescale for the development of the pilot project and the number of schools 
likely to participate in this pilot will be considered during consultations with stakeholders.   The 
timeframe for the implementation of the proposed new model will take into account both the 
results of the pilot project and the consultation process.

17/02/2015WRX01250National Council for Special Education

17/02/2015WRX01300464. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the remit of 
the proposed inclusion support service within the National Council for Special Education; the 
way in which it will deliver improved services that would have been delivered by the special 
education support service, the national behaviour support service, and the visiting teacher ser-
vice for children who are deaf or hard of hearing and for children who are blind or visually 
impaired, in future; and the projected savings that will be generated from the amalgamation of 
these bodies under the inclusion support service body. [7052/15]

17/02/2015WRX01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Deputy will be aware 
that last week I announced the establishment within the National Council for Special Educa-
tion of a new Inclusion Support Service to assist schools in supporting children with special 
educational needs.  This service will include the Special Education Support Service (SESS), the 
National Behaviour Support Service (NBSS) and the Visiting Teacher Service for children who 
are deaf/hard of hearing and for children who are blind/visually impaired (VTSVHI) which 
until now have been managed by the Department.  This change is to take immediate effect and 
is consistent with recommendations of NCSE reports and with the review of the VTSVHI.  This 
change will mean that schools will receive a better and more integrated service from this new 
Inclusion Support Service.

The Inclusion Support Service will build on the existing good work and support which 
NBSS, SESS and VTSVHI provide to children and their families as well as to teachers and 
schools and which will continue as normal as the new arrangements are put in place.

Considerations with regard to the manner in which the new Inclusion Support Service will 
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be incorporated within the existing NCSE operational structures, and the financial implications 
which may arise from the amalgamation of these bodies, is ongoing, and will be established 
during the course of the integration of the services.

17/02/2015WRX01450Water Supply Contamination

17/02/2015WRX01500465. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
schools which have higher than acceptable levels of lead in their water supply; and the locations 
of same. [7053/15]

17/02/2015WRX01600466. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her attention 
has been drawn to the seven schools in County Kilkenny with higher than acceptable levels of 
lead in their water supply; if her attention has been further drawn to the fact that they have been 
told by Irish Water to find a new supply; and the funding options open to them to replace the 
piping that is causing the excessive lead levels and to rectify the problem. [7054/15]

17/02/2015WRX01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 465 and 466 together.  The day to day management of schools is done at local school level.  
The type of information sought by the Deputy in relation to water quality is therefore held at 
local school level rather than centrally within my Department.  However, if a school authority 
has concerns about the quality of the drinking water on its school premises, it should consult, 
in the first instance, with its local authority and/or Irish Water for advice.  The school authority 
may also wish to arrange for testing of the drinking water within the school by an accredited 
independent testing laboratory.

Following independent testing of the drinking water system, if metal exceedance or other 
problems are identified, the school authority should submit an Emergency Works application 
for remedial works to address the problems.

My Department has recently been contacted by a school management authority in County 
Kilkenny in relation to lead exceedance in their drinking water.  The school authority has been 
advised to submit an Emergency Works application for funding to address the issue and as 
soon as this application is received it will be assessed and the school authority advised of the 
outcome.

17/02/2015WRX01750School Accommodation

17/02/2015WRX01800467. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills the time frame 
for provision of a new school building in respect of a school (details supplied) in County Tip-
perary; and the status of the application submitted in November 2013. [7057/15]

17/02/2015WRX01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the school to which he refers has made an application to my Department for large scale capi-
tal funding for a new school building.  The current status of all applications, including for the 
school in question, may be viewed on my Department’s website at www.education.ie  The Five 
Year Construction Plan that was announced in March 2012, outlines the major school projects 
that are scheduled to commence construction over the duration of the Plan.  These have been 
prioritised on the basis of meeting significant demographic needs.  As the school in question 
is not in an area of identified demographic growth, it is not possible to indicate when a project 
for the school can be progressed.  My Department will however consider applications for ad-
ditional accommodation on an ongoing basis from individual schools to meet an immediate 
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accommodation requirement because of increased enrolments and where an additional teacher 
is being appointed.

17/02/2015WRX01950Asylum Support Services

17/02/2015WRX02000468. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to develop 
third level education and training for asylum seekers in various direct provision centres around 
the country; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7083/15]

17/02/2015WRX02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Deputy will be aware 
that in October 2014, my colleague the Minister for Justice and Equality established a Work-
ing Group on Improvements to the Protection Process with terms of reference concerned with 
respecting the dignity and improving the quality of life of applicants for international protec-
tion, including those in direct provision centres, while their applications for protection in the 
State are under investigation.  The Working Group is considering a range of issues related to 
the Protection Process including further access to education and a range of other services and 
will in due course report to Government.  My Department is represented on the Working Group.

17/02/2015WRX02150School Enrolments

17/02/2015WRX02200469. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her attention 
has been drawn to the concerns of a school (details supplied) in Dublin 16; her views on these 
concerns, in respect of the admissions policy for the new secondary school; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [7087/15]

17/02/2015WRX02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department is in receipt 
of correspondence from the school to which the Deputy refers and it will be responding to this 
correspondence shortly.  All new schools, primary and post-primary, are set up to meet specific 
demographic demands in distinct geographical areas.  This includes the school to which the 
Deputy refers.  The enrolment policy for all new schools is expected to reflect the criteria under 
which a patron body is awarded patronage of a school and, in particular, the undertaking given 
by a patron to enrol, as a priority, children in the area for whom the Department has identified 
the need for a school.  This approach is necessary to ensure that children for whom the school 
is intended are not displaced by children enrolling from outside of the area.

17/02/2015WRX02350State Examinations

17/02/2015WRX02400470. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a scribe in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [7153/15]

17/02/2015WRX02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations.  The State Examinations Commission operates a scheme of Reasonable Accommo-
dations in the Certificate examinations.  Applications for such accommodations are submitted 
by schools on behalf of their students. Full details of the scheme are available for downloading 
from their website: www.examinations.ie/candidates/reasonableaccommodations.  In view of 
this I have forwarded the Deputy’s query to the State Examinations Commission for direct reply 
to the Deputy.
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17/02/2015WRX02550Data Protection

17/02/2015WRX02600471. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 162 of 11 February 2015, if the Data Protection Commissioner has 
raised concerns with her Department regarding the primary online database; if so, if she will 
make these concerns known, her Department’s response and the measures intended as a conse-
quence; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7162/15]

17/02/2015WRX02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department is commit-
ted to continually reviewing and taking on board feedback in relation to the primary online da-
tabase.  My Department continues to engage with the Data Protection Commissioner regarding 
the primary online database.  It would not be appropriate for me to comment further at present 
as it is still under discussion.

17/02/2015WRY00150National Postcode System Expenditure

17/02/2015WRY00200472. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the projected 
cost to her Department to convert to using Eircode; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [7605/15]

17/02/2015WRY00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department has not 
incurred any cost to date in relation to the implementation of Eircodes.  It is intended to make 
any changes needed to support Eircodes along with changes to our systems which arise in the 
normal course of business and as a result, the costs incurred should be minimal. 

17/02/2015WRY00350Irish Water Funding

17/02/2015WRY00400473. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when the Central Statistics Office will commence an assessment as to whether 
Irish Water is an off-balance sheet entity from the State’s national accounts; the time frame 
involved in this process; when the Central Statistics Office will publish its findings; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [6699/15]

17/02/2015WRY00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): A key component of the strategy to establish Irish Water is that Irish Water will be classified 
as a Market Corporation under Eurostat rules and as a result, will not, other than in relation to 
Government operating subvention, be included in the calculation of the General Government 
Balance (GGB).  The Market Corporation Test is a requirement that income from customers be 
greater than 50% of production costs.

The Central Statistics Office is responsible for engagement with Eurostat on such matters, 
and my Department has met with that office and is providing the necessary information to fa-
cilitate this work.  Early engagement with that office by my Department centred around under-
standing the rules by which a utility such as Irish Water would be considered as a market corpo-
ration.  Based on this understanding, the Government is confident that the underlying funding 
model for Irish Water supports increased investment in the water sector through an off-balance 
sheet classification of the utility while at the same time providing for water charges which are 
affordable, clear and certain.  The Government remains confident that Irish Water will pass the 
Market Corporation Test. The decision is ultimately a matter for Eurostat.
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17/02/2015WRY00550Housing Assistance Payments

17/02/2015WRY00600474. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when the housing assistance payment will be rolled out in County Tipper-
ary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6731/15]

17/02/2015WRY00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The implementation of the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) is a key Government prior-
ity and a major pillar of the Social Housing Strategy 2020, which I published on 26 November 
2014.  The HAP scheme will bring all social housing supports provided by the State under 
the aegis of local authorities. The scheme will remove a barrier to employment by allowing 
recipients to remain in the scheme if they gain full-time employment. HAP will also improve 
regulation of the rented accommodation being supported and provide certainty for landlords as 
regards their rental income.

Further to the enactment of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014 on 28 July 
2014, the first phase of the HAP statutory pilot commenced with effect from 15 September 2014 
in Limerick City and County Council, Waterford City and County Council and Cork County 
Council.  HAP commenced in Louth, Kilkenny, South Dublin and Monaghan County Councils 
from 1 October.  Subsequently, on 18 December, Dublin City Council became part of the statu-
tory HAP pilot, with a specific focus on accommodating homeless households.  Dublin City 
Council is implementing the HAP pilot for homeless households in the Dublin region on behalf 
of all four Dublin local authorities. 

There are now 860 households in receipt of HAP across the local authority areas taking part 
in the statutory pilot scheme. 

During the legislation’s passage through the Oireachtas in July 2014 an undertaking was 
given that a report would be prepared for the relevant Oireachtas Committee that would include 
a full review of the statutory pilot phase.  Data for this report is being gathered from pilot sites 
and the report will be submitted to the Oireachtas Committee on Environment, Culture and 
the Gaeltacht shortly, in advance of full roll out of the scheme, which is scheduled to begin on 
a phased basis later this year.  Following the completion of the review, consideration will be 
given to the sequence of local authorities to commence HAP during the full roll out phase.

17/02/2015WRY00750Motor Tax Yield

17/02/2015WRY00800475. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide in tabular form the value of motor tax collected in County 
Meath from 1996 to 2011 by year. [6774/15]

17/02/2015WRY00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Data on motor tax receipts for 1996 is not readily available. Gross motor tax receipts for 
Meath were £10,338,934 in 1997 and £11,511,366 in 1998.

Details of receipts from 1999 to 2011 are set out in the reply to Question No. 239 of 18 
September 2014.

17/02/2015WRY00950Tribunals of Inquiry Reports

17/02/2015WRY01000476. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
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Local Government in view of recent announcements that the planning tribunal was withdraw-
ing all findings of obstruction and non co-operation by persons who appeared before the tribu-
nal, the level of expenses that will now become payable to the legal representatives of each of 
these persons; the subsequent effect on the total expenditure on the tribunal; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [6806/15]

17/02/2015WRY01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The Tribunal of Inquiry into Certain Planning Matters and Payments (the Mahon Tribunal) 
was established in October 1997 and published its Final Report in March 2012.  The work of the 
Tribunal at present is largely focused on the settlement of the remainder of third party and court 
costs incurred during the work of the Tribunal.  My Department’s role is to arrange payment 
of such fees and costs as have been directed by the Chairman of the Tribunal and approved by 
Legal Cost Accountants.

On foot of a Supreme Court decision of March 2005, some parties against whom the Tri-
bunal made findings of non-cooperation were entitled to claim their full costs.  The process to 
claim payment of these costs is for a costs order to issue and for a bill of costs to be submitted.  
This is subject to examination by Legal Cost Accountants acting on behalf of the State.  When 
a final agreed costs figure is settled, my Department proceeds to issue payment.

The following parties have completed this process to date, and payments have issued as 
follows: €1,745,487.30 in respect of Joseph Murphy Structural Engineering (JMSE); and 
€1,142,879.67 in respect of Thomas Brennan & Joseph McGowan.   

I have been advised by the Tribunal that the costs that now will be paid to a small number 
of third parties arising from issues that have arisen with certain adverse findings made by Mr 
Justice Flood in his 2nd and 3rd Interim Reports in 2002 and 2003, respectively, are costs which 
had these adverse findings not been made would have been properly payable to the said third 
parties at that time. 

The Tribunal estimated in 2014 that the total costs of its deliberations would amount to ap-
proximately €159m.  This figure was calculated on the basis that all parties would receive all of 
their costs.  The recent findings of the Supreme Court in relation to Mr. George Redmond will 
not therefore have any effect on this estimate.

17/02/2015WRY01150Tribunals of Inquiry Expenditure

17/02/2015WRY01200477. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the total expenditure on the legal team acting for the planning tribunal; 
and in view of the findings of this tribunal now having been withdrawn with huge additional 
implications for the costs to the tax payer, if he will seek to recoup all or at least some of this 
additional money from the legal team. [6834/15]

17/02/2015WRY01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Court challenges relating to the withholding or redacting of certain information in witness 
statements, as well as against certain findings in interim reports of the Planning Tribunal re-
lating to hindrance and obstruction by certain individuals, were initiated by certain parties at 
various times during the work of the Tribunal. Subsequent Supreme Court judgments found 
against the practice of redacting witness statements, and also against the non-co-operation and 
hindrance findings against specific individuals in some instances.

This has now resulted in certain corruption findings against certain parties being withdrawn 
from the 2nd and 3rd interim Tribunal reports of 2002 and 2003 respectively.  These judgments 
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have also resulted in specific parties now being entitled to legal costs which had previously 
been refused, with the vast majority of the concerned parties now being awarded their full 
costs.  Contrary to recent media reports, it is not the case that the 2nd and 3rd Interim Reports 
have been withdrawn in their entirety - certain adverse findings remain in place.  It should also 
be noted that no findings in the Tribunal’s Final Report and Recommendations are affected by 
these Supreme Court decisions.   

The total cost of the Tribunal’s internal legal team to end 2014 was €51,639,766.   

The Tribunal estimated in 2014 that the total costs of its deliberations would amount to 
approximately €159m once all costs have been agreed and paid. This estimate was prepared 
in accordance with standard accounting practice and the agreed protocol on legal fees, on the 
assumption that all parties involved with the Tribunal, and who were entitled to apply for their 
costs, would receive all of their costs.  The recent findings of the Supreme Court in relation to 
Mr. George Redmond will not therefore have any effect on this estimate.   

The implications of the outcome of the relevant legal challenges against the Tribunal are 
being considered by my Department. Legal advice is being sought with a view to informing 
that consideration.

17/02/2015WRY01350Wind Energy Guidelines

17/02/2015WRY01400478. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to issue guidelines to planning authorities to mitigate the impact of 
wind turbines on those living with autism. [6955/15]

17/02/2015WRY01500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): My Department is currently conducting a review of the 
2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines focused specifically on noise, proximity and shad-
ow flicker.  As part of this process, my Department wrote to the Department of Health in Sep-
tember 2013 inviting any input that they might have on the health aspects, if any, of wind farms.

Preliminary feedback was received from a Deputy Chief Medical Officer (CMO) of the De-
partment of Health on 11 November 2013, which indicated that wind turbines do not represent 
a threat to public health.  This feedback was based on a 2009 literature review conducted by the 
Australian Government’s National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC). 

The Deputy CMO subsequently wrote to my Department on 11 April 2014 to advise that 
Australia’s National Health and Medical Research Council had recently updated their evidence 
in relation to this matter. In that letter, the Deputy CMO stated ‘This review again supports 
previous advice that there is no reliable or consistent evidence that wind farms directly cause 
adverse health effects in humans’.  The Deputy CMO also referred to the limited number of 
peer reviewed articles and research in this area and that Australia’s National Health and Medical 
Research Council may recommend further high quality research. 

Australia’s National Health and Medical Research Council released a further statement on 
11 February 2015 stating that ‘After careful consideration and deliberation of the body of evi-
dence, NHMRC concludes that there is currently no consistent evidence that wind farms cause 
adverse health effects in humans.’ 

My Department will continue to liaise with the Department of Health, particularly in rela-
tion to the findings of any further international peer reviewed research on this subject, includ-
ing any potential implications for people with autism.  The Department of Communications, 
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Energy and Natural Resources has also been made aware of this ongoing dialogue in the context 
of the implementation of their renewable energy policy (including wind energy).

17/02/2015WRY01550Property Tax Administration

17/02/2015WRY01600479. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the local property tax allocation to Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council; 
the amount by which this sum exceeds the general purposes grant of 2014; the amount of that 
excess which can be used for discretionary purposes; the amount which is to be allocated from 
the excess to the housing and road areas in order to release central Government funding for 
other purposes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6994/15]

17/02/2015WRY01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): In accordance with the Government’s decisions in relation to local retention of Local Prop-
erty Tax, my Department has notified Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council of a revised 
provisional Local Property Tax (LPT) allocation of €34,757,156 for 2015.  This allocation takes 
into account the passing of a resolution by the elected members to vary the basic rate of local 
property tax downwards by 15% for 2015, which had the effect of reducing the amount of the 
2015 LPT allocation by €8,020,882.  Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council received a 
General Purposes Grant (GPG) of €5,724,579 from the Local Government Fund in 2014.  Ac-
cordingly, the revised LPT allocation for 2015 exceeds the 2014 General Purposes Grant by 
€29,032,577.

Based on its surplus position when expected 2015 LPT receipts are compared to GPG allo-
cations 2014, Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council will be required to self-fund some ser-
vices in Housing and Roads areas to the value of €26,358,950.  It is a matter for Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown County Council to decide how to spend the remaining €8,398,206, in the context 
of the annual budgetary process having regard to both locally identified needs and available 
resources.

17/02/2015WRY01750Library Services Staff

17/02/2015WRY01800480. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide an update on the application for additional library staff in 
Tinahely, County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7009/15]

17/02/2015WRY01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The moratorium on recruitment and promotion in the public service was introduced in 
March 2009 in response to the financial crisis.  My Department operates a delegated sanction 
from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform for implementation of the moratorium 
in relation to local authorities and any exceptions to the moratorium in local authorities require 
sanction from my Department.

Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each Chief Executive is responsible 
for staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the functions of the lo-
cal authorities for which he or she is responsible.  In this regard, it is a matter for each Chief 
Executive, in the first instance, to ensure that the moratorium is implemented while the appro-
priate service levels are maintained.   

My Department examines all staffing sanction requests on a case by case basis having due 
regard to the continued delivery of key services in the context of staffing and budgetary con-
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straints.  In considering sanction requests public safety, maintaining key front line services, and 
economic issues are given precedence. 

My Department works closely with Wicklow County Council in relation to the Council’s 
overall staffing requirements.  Following consultation with the Libraries Development Section 
of the Local Government Management Agency, the staffing request submitted by the Council 
for a library position at Tinahely has been approved.

17/02/2015WRY01950National Trails Office

17/02/2015WRY02000481. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government to outline the operation of the walks scheme administered by his Department 
with the assistance of the National Trails Office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7037/15]

17/02/2015WRY02100482. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the way individual land owners along a marked walk approved by the National 
Trails Office but currently inadvertently excluded from the walks scheme can apply for inclu-
sion in the scheme and payment for participation in same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7038/15]

17/02/2015WRY02200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 481 and 482 together.

There are now 39 trails covered by the Walks Scheme.  However, due to budgetary con-
straints, it has not been possible to develop new walks under the existing Walks Scheme or 
bring developed trails onto the Walks Scheme since December 2010.     

In 2014 annual payments to participants who maintained sections of trails that traversed 
their lands were in the region of €1.8m.  The number of participants on the scheme currently 
stands at 1,896.  It is intended that any additional efficiencies and savings that can be generated 
in the scheme will be put towards priority re-routes and improvements on the existing trails 
comprehended by the scheme.   

I appreciate there were a number of marked walks which are approved by the National 
Trails Office but are not covered by the Walks Scheme.  Only those trails where contracts had 
been signed and the Scheme was operational were in a position to progress onto the Walks 
Scheme up to the end of 2010.  

17/02/2015WRY02250Building Regulations

17/02/2015WRY02300483. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the changes planned to the building control regulations introduced on 1 March 
2014; the time frame for such changes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6707/15]

17/02/2015WRY02400484. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the status of the Departmental review of the building regulations introduced on 1 
March 2014; if the review will be published; the time frame for its completion; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [6708/15]

17/02/2015WRY02500485. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the estimated additional cost the building regulations have generated for one-off 
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units; the original anticipated cost of the regulations according to his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [6709/15]

17/02/2015WRY02600486. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the discussions his Department has held with the Royal Institute of the Architects 
of Ireland and Construction Industry Federation on the introduction and operation of the build-
ing regulations, introduced on 1 March 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6710/15]

17/02/2015WRY02700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): I propose to take Questions Nos. 483 to 486, inclusive, 
together.

The Building Control Act 1990 places a statutory obligation on owners, designers and build-
ers to design and construct buildings in compliance with the requirements of the Building Regu-
lations.  Following public concern with regard to the widespread failure to comply with regula-
tory requirements in all sectors of the construction industry, the Building Control (Amendment) 
Regulations 2014 (S.I. No. 9 of 2014) were introduced to strengthen the arrangements in place 
by requiring greater accountability in relation to compliance with Building Regulations.  Over 
5,000 construction projects have commenced to date since the new regulations took effect on 
1 March 2014 and thus require statutory certification of design and construction, lodgement 
of compliance documentation, mandatory inspections during construction and validation and 
registration of certificates.   

I intend to announce details of the imminent review of S.I. No. 9 of 2014 early next month.  
A full report on the matter will be produced by the second quarter of 2015 and will inform fur-
ther regulation in this critical area. I will arrange for a copy of the report to be made available 
in the Oireachtas Library in due course. 

In relation to the additional costs for one-off housing units, I refer to the reply given in 
response to Questions Nos. 541 and 542 of 18 December 2014 which remains relevant.  Price 
is determined by market forces and is therefore outside of the scope of my regulatory powers.  
Nevertheless, I recognise the importance of ensuring that the regulations do not impact unduly 
on one-off housing, particularly in relation to cost.  As indicated previously, my Department, 
in conjunction with the Housing Agency and the construction professional bodies, is currently 
finalising additional guidance on an appropriate inspection plan for a typical one-off dwelling.  
This guidance will be helpful in better informing the market in relation to offering realistic and 
appropriately priced professional services for such work.   

Detailed submissions from both the Construction Industry Federation and the Royal Institu-
tion of Architects of Ireland were among the 500 submissions from industry stakeholders and 
private individuals received by my Department during the consultative process which informed 
the development of S.I. No. 9 of 2014.  Subsequently, both organisations participated in various 
working groups convened by my Department and the Local Government Management Agency 
to facilitate and support the smooth transition by all stakeholders to the new regulatory frame-
work.  Other organisations which participated included the Society of Chartered Surveyors of 
Ireland, Engineers Ireland, the Association of Consulting Engineers of Ireland, the Housing 
Agency and Fire Officers and Building Control Officers from a range of local authorities.  My 
Department will continue to engage proactively and constructively with all key stakeholders 
and interested parties in reviewing and strengthening the arrangements in place for the control 
of building activity.
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17/02/2015WRZ00200Regional Development

17/02/2015WRZ00300487. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the urban regeneration measures that will be rolled out as part of the next round of 
European Union structural and regional development funding; the measures he is considering to 
attract investment and to create new creative clusters to generate sustainable economic invest-
ment and employment in the heart of Dublin city and elsewhere; his views on the inclusion of 
urban villages between the canals and the county boundary, which could also benefit from any 
such initiatives; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6713/15]

17/02/2015WRZ00400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): Ireland has been allocated €1.2 billion of Structural Funds 
from the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and the European Social Fund (ESF) 
for the period 2014 – 2020.  To avail of these funds, the Department of Public Expenditure has 
devised Ireland’s Partnership Agreement which was approved by Government in November 
2014 and by the European Commission in December 2014.  The Agreement forms the basis for 
Structural Funds investment in Ireland in the period to 2020.

The new ERDF regulation requires an increased focus on sustainable urban development 
and urban regeneration.  In this regard, the regulation requires the earmarking of a minimum 
of 5% ERDF resources at national level to implement integrated actions for sustainable urban 
development.  In its Partnership Agreement with the European Commission, the Government 
has agreed that an urban development fund in the order of €80million will be established, of 
which approximately €40 million will come from the ERDF, with the remaining €40 million 
co-funded by the Government. Local authorities will be invited to bid for this ERDF support 
for projects that will contribute to the social, economic and environmental development of their 
urban areas.  The first call for proposals will be made shortly, and it will be a matter for the local 
authorities to put forward projects appropriate to their urban areas.

Sustainable urban development may be undertaken through Integrated Territorial Invest-
ments (ITIs) or through specific operational programmes.  In Ireland, operational programmes 
to give effect to the Partnership Agreement and to manage sustainable urban development proj-
ects to 2020, have recently been published by the Regional Assemblies following approval by 
the Government and by the Commission last December.

In addition to the availability of ERDF funding for urban development, a national Employ-
ability, Inclusion and Learning Operational Programme will be funded by the ESF under the 
responsibility of my colleague, the Minister for Education and Skills.  The programme is a key 
support in achieving Ireland’s Europe 2020 goals in relation to employment, education and 
combating poverty and social exclusion in urban areas.

17/02/2015WRZ00500Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme

17/02/2015WRZ00600488. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide, in tabular form and on a county basis, the total funding avail-
able for the social inclusion and community activation programme in 2015, 2016 and 2017. 
[6717/15]

17/02/2015WRZ00700491. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the estimated total administrative costs per annum of the new social inclusion and 
community activation programme. [6720/15]
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17/02/2015WRZ00800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 488 and 491 together.

My Department’s Local and Community Development Programme (LCDP) superseded the 
Local Development Social Inclusion and the Community Development Programmes in 2010.  
LCDP is the largest social inclusion intervention of its kind in the State.  The LCDP is currently 
being implemented on a transitional basis until the end of March 2015, pending the roll out of 
the new Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP) in April next.

Funding under the SICAP for 2015 is outlined below.  Funding for 2016 and 2017 will be 
decided in light of the outcome of the Estimates processes for each year.

In relation to the estimated total per annum administrative costs of the new SICAP, pro-
gramme implementers have been advised that the total administration costs for the programme 
must not exceed 25% of the total budget cost and indeed all implementers are expected to 
achieve savings in overhead and operating costs where possible.

2015 Allocation by County for the Social Inclusion and Community Activation Pro-
gramme

Budgets for April - December 2015 Amount
County Carlow €402,321 
County Cavan €556,338 
County Clare €641,506 
County Cork €2,309,218 
County Donegal €1,480,935 
County Dublin €7,149,417 
County Galway €1,688,280 
County Kerry €1,222,199 
County Kildare €765,170 
County Kilkenny €455,860 
County Laois €423,048 
County Leitrim €393,488 
County Limerick €1,639,070 
County Longford €383,669 
County Louth €965,881 
County Mayo €930,908 
County Meath €278,304 
County Monaghan €464,453 
County Offaly €553,736 
County Roscommon €448,762 
County Sligo €439,136 
County Tipperary €841,838 
County Waterford €823,835 
County Westmeath €574,661 
County Wexford €1,276,311 
County Wicklow €972,584

17/02/2015WRZ00900Local and Community Development Programme
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17/02/2015WRZ01000489. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide, in tabular form and on a county basis, the total funding avail-
able for the local community development programme per annum in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 
and 2014. [6718/15]

17/02/2015WRZ01100490. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the estimated total administrative cost of the local community development pro-
gramme for the years 2010 to 2014. [6719/15]

17/02/2015WRZ01200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 489 and 490 together.

My Department’s Local and Community Development Programme (LCDP) superseded the 
Local Development Social Inclusion and the Community Development Programmes in 2010.  
LCDP is the largest social inclusion intervention of its kind in the State.  The current Pro-
gramme is being implemented on a transitional basis pending the roll out of the new Social 
Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP) in April 2015.

During 2010, a national model involving full integration of Community Development Proj-
ects (CDPs) with Local Development Companies (LDCs) was set out by the former Department 
of Community, Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs with a number of alternative delivery structures 
considered.  During this transition period in 2010 and 2011, the LCDP was delivered by a 
number of CDPs, and by all LDCs and Alternative Delivery Structures, details of which are set 
out in Tables 1, 2 and 3, respectively.  Some CDPs decided to opt out of the LCDP integration 
process and in such cases, my Department provided funding to help meet certain wind-up costs, 
where appropriate.

The LCDP funding allocations to the Local Development Companies for the period 2010 to 
2014 are provided in Table 2.  The Alternative Delivery Structures continued to be paid directly 
by my Department from 2011 to 2014 (as set out in Table 3) and will be funded on an interim 
basis for Quarter 1 2015.

With regard to the estimated total of administrative costs of the LCDP per annum from 2010 
to 2014 this averages between 31.7% for 2010, 31.3% for 2011, 29% for 2012, 28.16% for 2013 
and 27.3% for 2014.

Administrative costs charged against the programme have historically been capped at 33% 
with the objective of reducing that figure to 25%.  With the new programme, SICAP, it was 
stated specifically in the Invitation to Tender document that the total administration costs must 
not exceed 25% of the total budget cost.

Table 1

Community Development Project County 2010 Funding  2011 
Funding

Open Door Community Dev. Project Carlow €35,108.33
Community Connections Cavan €37,405.73
South West Cavan C.D.P.Ltd Cavan €38,878.40 €2,036.80
Clare Women’s Network Clare €31,666.67 €2,278.50
East Clare Community Project Ltd Clare €45,299.22
Ennis CDP Clare €44,621.80
Ballyphehane/Togher CDP Cork €129,889.00 €126,084.00
Bantry & Dist Resource Group Cork €44,769.07
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Community Development Project County 2010 Funding  2011 
Funding

Bere Island Cork €53,310.53
Cork Travellers Visibility Group Cork €120,170.00 €116,707.50
Cumann na Daoine - CDP Cork €43,798.99
Farranree CDP Cork €41,234.67 €12,249.60
Fermoy Community Development Project Cork €25,329.87
Gurranabraher CDP Cork €19,993.80
Mahon CDP Cork €44,474.67
Mayfield CDP Cork €38,731.00 €2,420.00
Cork Social & Health Education Project Cork €123,647.40 €123,618.55
Glen CDP Cork €37,258.47
We The People Cork €39,173.00 €4,846.05
West Cork Traveller Centre Assoc Cork €101,888.00 €98,952.00
Sherkin Island Development Society Ltd Cork €14,726.66
Action Inishowen Donegal €35,933.07
Atlantic View CDP Ltd Donegal €33,871.33
Donegal Travellers Project Donegal €38,289.33
Donegal Women’s Network Donegal €45,596.20 €1,550.29
Letterkenny CDP Ltd Donegal €40,351.07
Lifford/Clonleigh Resource Centre Donegal €37,700.27 €14,918.40
Pobail Le Cheile CDP Teoranta Donegal €107,799.20
South West Donegal CDP Donegal €47,125.33
The Rosses Donegal €106,915.60
Cadolemo Ltd Donegal €84,331.90 €119,575.03
An Cosán, The Shanty Educ. Project Ltd. Dublin €108,682.80
An Síol Dublin €129,005.60
Ballymun Men’s Centre Ltd Dublin €32,370.47
Bawnogue Women’s Development Co Ltd Dublin €23,209.23
Blakestown CDP Ltd Dublin €46,108.13
Blanchardstown Travellers CDP Dublin €39,320.20
Bosnian CDP Dublin €19,951.60
Cabra CDP Dublin €50,000.00
Cherry Orchard Equine Centre Dublin €111,333.00
Clondalkin Travellers Devt Group Dublin €35,726.89
Clondakin Women’s Network Ltd. Dublin €37,950.62 €1,971.08
Community and Family Training Agency Dublin €126,374.01
CAP Ballymun Ltd Dublin €10,290.34
Community Technical Aid Dublin €29,993.30
Corduff CDP Ltd Dublin €37,994.80
Darndale - Belcamp Resource Centre Dublin €37,388.00
Disability Equality Specialist Support Agen-
cy

Dublin €145,794.00

Dolcain Project (SW Clondalkin) Dublin €36,934.58
Dolphin House CDP Dublin €13,333.33
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Community Development Project County 2010 Funding  2011 
Funding

Edenmore Raheny CDP Dublin €7,705.84
St Michael’s Family Resource Centre Dublin €40,354.67
Finglas South CDP Dublin €36,633.99
Greater Blanchardstown Devt Project Dublin €72,295.14
Inner City Renewal Group Dublin €22,438.82 €300.00
Irish Local Development Network Dublin €136,250.00 €193,557.00
Jobstown Community Dev. Project Ltd. Dublin €28,374.00 €1,230.50
Kilbarrack CDP Ltd Dublin €52,837.99
Kilmore West CDP Dublin €26,364.74
Link Project - Cherry Orchard Dublin €16,422.21 €1,331.00
Lourdes Youth & Community Services Dublin €123,704.00
Markiewicz Community Centre Dublin €30,926.00
Matt Talbot Community Trust Dublin €25,142.45
Mountwood Fitzgerald Community Dev. Ltd. Dublin €37029.33
North Clondalkin Community Devt Ltd Dublin €14,269.37
North Wall Women’s Centre Dublin €71,000.00
Trav/Act Northside Travellers Dublin €14,072.74
Parents Alone Support Services Ltd Dublin €39,122.67
Partners in Mission Dublin €11,045.00 €18,934.22
Pavee Point Dublin €159,048.00
PIECE Project Dublin €3,313.50
Priorswood CDP Dublin €32,581.65
Quarryvale Community House Project Ltd Dublin €16,827.01
Rialto Community Network Ltd Dublin €38,878.33
Robert Emmet CDP Dublin €123,224.00
Ronanstown Women’s CDP Ltd Dublin €41,062.00 €463.00
Rowlagh Women’s Group Ltd Dublin €37,788.33 €1,621.86
SICCDA Dublin €119,606.00
Southside Travellers Action Group Ltd Dublin €35,691.33
Southside Women’s Action Network Ltd. Dublin €37,405.67 €2,659.00
S.P.L.T.U.  Ltd. Dublin €30,873.36
St Margaret’s Traveller Group Dublin €29,260.95
Tallaght Travellers CDP Dublin €36,816.67
Vista CDP Ltd Dublin €103,381.00
West Tallaght Resource Centre Ltd. Dublin €50,565.83
Women Together Tallaght Network Ltd. Dublin €28,121.33
Women’s Aid Dublin €181,041.18
Community After Schools Project Dublin €171,455.99
Ballyfermot Travellers Action Project Dublin €36,582.58
Nascadh CDP Dublin €96,979.60
Holly House Dublin €26,473.53
Crumlin CDP Dublin €93,865.35 €7,873.72
Ballybrack Community Dev. Project Ltd. Dublin €21,024.67
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Community Development Project County 2010 Funding  2011 
Funding

Shanganagh CDP Dublin €25,843.67
Dublin Institute of Technology Dublin €221,000.01
People With Disabilities In Ireland Ltd Dublin €51,248.80
Nat Col of Com Based Womens Network Dublin €10,250.00
Doras Buí Dublin €34,154.27
MACRO Dublin €48,806.04
Project West Dublin €38,693.33
Ballybane Mervue CDP Galway €43,598.87 €4,119.00
Connemara Community Radio Ltd Galway €118,729.00
Forum Connemara Rural Project Galway €15,450.00
Galway Traveller Movement Ltd Galway €43,079.89
Inishbofin Development Company Ltd Galway €40,144.58
Comharchumann Inis Toirc Co-op Society Galway €33,462.33
Na Calaí - South East Galway Galway €40,621.16 €1,197.90
National Traveller Women’s Forum Galway €108,804.91
Pléaráca Teo Galway €112,349.74
Tuam Community Devt Resource Centre Galway €64,902.35 €27,273.74
Westside Comm Devt Resource Centre Galway €35,290.39
Kerry Travellers Development Project Kerry €126,911.28 €119,220.25
SW Kerry Women’s Association Kerry €34,754.93
Tralee CDP Kerry €40,645.60 €3,630.00
Tralee Women’s Resource Centre Kerry €102,373.52 €99,451.25
Athy CDP Kildare €33,812.43 €1,033.50
The Bridge CDP Kildare €38,289.33 €3,933.78
NW Kildare Community Development Co Kildare €33,076.09
Loughboy Area Resource Centre Kilkenny €45,652.67
Cul Le Cheile Portarlington CDP Laois €38,111.67
Bluebell CDP Leinster €34,165.87
Lough Allen CDP Ltd Leitrim €31,220.67
North Leitrim Womens Resource Group Leitrim €34,460.40 €600.00
Changing Ireland Limerick €123,577.01
Community Devt Network Moyross Limerick €40,056.53
Limerick Adult Basic Education Limerick €18,850.13
Our Lady of Lourdes CDP Limerick €40,792.87
Southill CDP Ltd Limerick €39,909.27
St Mary’s CDP Ltd Limerick €39,762.00
St Munchin’s CDP Ltd Limerick €41,529.20
West Limerick CDP Ltd Limerick €40,940.13 €3,146.00
Limerick Women’s Network Limerick €31,000.00
Longford Acorn Longford €39,363.23
Áit na nDaoine C.D.P. Louth €43,885.47 €2,058.00
Le Chéile Community Development Ltd Louth €35,638.53
Southside Community Dev. Association Ltd Louth €34,879.97
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Community Development Project County 2010 Funding  2011 
Funding

Clare Island Community Co-op Ltd Mayo €37,159.33
Claremorris Women’s Group Mayo €8,338.67
Corracla Teo Achill Mayo €84,618.80 €82,194.00
Cosgallen CDP Mayo €38,193.77
Iorras Le Cheile North Mayo Mayo €127,579.00 €123,889.50
Kiltimagh CDP Ltd Mayo €38,289.33
Louisburgh CDP Mayo €42,923.22 €571.00
Parkside CDP Mayo €31,568.27 €13,092.59
Women of the North West Mayo €33,163.00 €2,420.00
Community Dev. Project Navan Ltd. Meath €37,405.73 €14,948.22
Navan Travellers Workshop Ltd Meath €54,208.55
Blayney Blades Ltd Monaghan €37,700.07
Dóchas for Women Ltd Monaghan €33,576.80 €1,938.18
Drumlin CDP Monaghan €36,227.60 €3,751.00
Edenderry CDP Offaly €29,506.60
Tullamore Travellers Movement Offaly €36,646.67
North West Roscommon CDP Roscom-

mon
€36,728.31 €1,452.00

Roscommon Women Network Roscom-
mon

€30,248.57 €1,210.00

CLASP Sligo €39,762.00
Sligo Northside CDP Sligo €35,638.67
Clonmel Travellers CDP Tipperary €4,888.00
Knockanrawley Resource Centre Ltd. Tipperary €62,500.00 €182,043.75
The Suir Comm. Dev. Project Ltd. Tipperary €36,345.41 €105,834.75
Thurles Action for CDP Ltd Tipperary €39,320.20
Tipperary Rural Travellers Project Ltd. Tipperary €40,479.22 €117,904.50
Access 2000 - Waterford Women’s Centre Waterford €41,440.67 €1,520.00
Ballybeg Community Devt Project Ltd Waterford €45,047.80 €9,059.51
Dungarvan Community Dev. Project Ltd. Waterford €44,445.08
Independant Mothers Project (IMP) Waterford €44,134.35
Larchville & Lisduggan CDP Ltd Waterford €38,854.33
Men’s Development Project Waterford €126,619.89
Waterford Traveller C.D.P. Ltd. Waterford €36,345.33
Harmony CDP Westmeath €39,988.67
Women’s Community Project Mullingar Westmeath €40,467.00
Access 2000 (Wexford) Ltd. Wexford €40,174.35 €948.43
FAB Community Dev. Project Wexford €39,997.63
New Ross C.D.P. Ltd Wexford €40,410.00
SW  Wexford Community Devt Group Wexford €53,723.00
Templeshannon C.D.P.  Ltd. Wexford €26,269.33
Wolfe Tone Women’s Group Ltd. Wexford €30,926.00
Bray Travellers Devt Network Wicklow €37,965.35
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Community Development Project County 2010 Funding  2011 
Funding

Little Bray Family Resource Centre Wicklow €41,853.33
St Fergal’s Resource Centre Wicklow €35,874.00
Wicklow Travellers Group Wicklow €35,285.00
Croi Rath Naoi Wicklow €27,548.46
Co Wicklow Comm. Partnership – Arklow 
CDP

Wicklow €28,680.67

Table 2

Local De-
velopment 
Companies

County 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Avondhu/
Blackwater 
Partnership 
Limited

Cork €482,001 €478,656 €438,016 €398,789 €419,374

Ballyfermot 
Partnership

Dublin €1,068,868 €939,035 €707,334 €620,583 €619,238

Ballyhoura 
Development 
Limited

Limerick €559,722 €568,305 €488,969 €444,994 €444,994

Ballymun 
Partnership

Dublin €1,021,597 €1,029,753 €829,600 €735,121 €721,201

Blanchard-
stown Area 
Partnership

Dublin €1,190,769 €1,243,630 €1,000,818 €895,884 €884,866

Bray Partner-
ship

Wicklow €1,136,157 €1,197,602 €936,915 €839,483 €818,496

Breffni Inte-
grated Lim-
ited

Cavan €879,528 €911,406 €759,174 €739,937 €741,784

Canal Com-
munities 
Partnership

Dublin €1,051,855 €1,147,225 €983,489 €875,327 €853,588

Carlow 
County De-
velopment 
Partnership

Carlow €626,644 €658,905 €576,701 €536,279 €536,428

Cill Dara 
Ar Aghaidh 
Teoranta

Kildare €1,207,139 €1,243,267 €1,065,252 €990,256 €1,020,227

Clare Local 
Development

Clare €1,051,288 €1,034,791 €919,719 €849,506 €855,341
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Local De-
velopment 
Companies

County 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Clondalkin 
Partnership 
(merged 
with Dod-
der Valley 
Partnership in 
2013 to form 
South Dublin 
County Local 
Development 
Company)

Dublin €1,583,409 €1,357,119 €1,095,395 N/A N/A

Comhar Cha-
thair Chorcaí 
Teoranta

Cork €1,618,065 €1,629,126 €1,299,037 €1,211,692 €1,211,826

Comhar 
na nOilean 
Teoranta

Galway €447,916 €488,848 €586,862 €526,999 €527,272

County 
Kilkenny 
LEADER 
Partnership

Kilkenny €708,868 €747,766 €649,354 €606,125 €607,813

County Sligo 
Leader Part-
nership

Sligo €853,767 €898,711 €749,361 €672,929 €673,005

County Wick-
low Commu-
nity Partner-
ship

Wicklow €719,380 €808,810 €620,559 €579,800 €584,686

Dodder Val-
ley Partner-
ship Limited 
(Merged with 
Clondalkin)

Dublin €1,445,290 €1,402,385 €1,087,200 N/A N/A

Donegal Lo-
cal Develop-
ment Com-
pany

Donegal €1,476,534 €1,440,337 €1,410,297 €1,304,956 €966,071

Dublin Inner 
City Partner-
ship

Dublin €296,221 N/A N/A N/A N/A

Fingal 
LEADER 
Partnership 
Company

Dublin €445,213 €457,814 €364,626 €363,686 €363,686

Forum Galway €280,258 €306,170 €578,923 €473,972 €227,396



Questions - Written Answers

270

Local De-
velopment 
Companies

County 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Galway City 
Partnership

Galway €1,052,681 €1,112,275 €860,274 €759,516 €746,503

Galway Rural 
Development 
Company

Galway €1,091,124 €1,124,919 €1,047,235 €898,418 €896,437

Inishowen 
Development 
Partnership

Donegal €809,252 €837,743 €708,489 €644,724 €628,610

IRD Duhal-
low

Cork €476,499 €487,540 €416,286 €387,147 €387,147

Laois Com-
munity and 
Enterprise 
Development

Laois €641,633 €651,078 €602,608 €562,406 €564,064

Leitrim 
Integrated 
Development 
Company

Leitrim €852,836 €802,792 €687,713 €611,836 €603,046

Longford 
Community 
Resources 
Limited

Longford €787,801 €776,210 €671,779 €592,620 €587,999

Louth Leader 
Partnership

Louth €1,744,221 €1,781,607 €1,525,177 €1,371,936 €1,355,623

Mayo North 
East Leader 
Partnership

Mayo €659,467 €681,812 €638,511 €642,765 €662,259

Meath Com-
munity Rural 
and Social 
Development 
Partnership

Meath €534,048 €622,394 €395,515 €366,957 €346,264

Meitheal 
Forbartha na 
Gaeltachta 
Teoranta 
(went into 
liquidation in 
2011).

Kerry €1,777,772 €1,091,304 N/A N/A N/A

Monaghan 
Integrated 
Development

Mon-
aghan

€979,445 €823,243 €680,295 €657,470 €651,864

North and 
East Kerry 
Leader Part-
nership

Kerry €1,460,507 €1,523,671 €1,390,811 €1,251,178 €1,132,294
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Local De-
velopment 
Companies

County 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

North Tipper-
ary Leader-
ship Partner-
ship

Tipper-
ary

€579,810 €628,958 €519,453 €496,941 €518,561

Northside 
Partnership

Dublin €1,427,604 €1,434,534 €1,175,623 €1,094,444 €1,119,336

Offaly Inte-
grated Local 
Development 
Company 
Limited

Offaly €995,923 €1,015,339 €785,215 €738,314 €738,314

PAUL (Lim-
erick) Part-
nership

Limerick €1,863,758 €1,807,130 €1,628,895 €1,460,432 €1,424,307

Rathmines 
Pembroke 
Community 
Partnership

Dublin €668,603 €885,203 €709,009 €689,026 €676,921

Roscommon 
Integrated 
Development 
Company 
Limited

Rosom-
mon

€876,482 €831,463 €703,744 €650,882 €629,842

South and 
East Cork 
Area De-
velopment 
Limited

Cork €521,392 €560,320 €492,884 €463,152 €463,152

South Dublin 
County Local 
Development 
Company

Dublin N/A N/A N/A €2,043,384 €2,044,785

South Kerry 
Development 
Partnership

Kerry €829,077 €737,097 €670,270 €594,143 €570,945

South Tipper-
ary Develop-
ment Com-
pany

Tipper-
ary

€750,810 €352,263 €616,739 €590,119 €603,889

South West 
Mayo De-
velopment 
Company

Mayo €379,960 €413,896 €423,758 €478,882 €418,276

Southside 
Partnership

Dublin €1,417,502 €1,391,948 €1,233,498 €1,071,151 €1,074,127
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Local De-
velopment 
Companies

County 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Tolka Area 
Partnership

Dublin €1,269,146 €1,297,836 €1,121,410 €1,060,778 €1,037,545

Waterford 
Area Partner-
ship

Water-
ford

€1,176,779 €1,136,954 €882,317 €773,041 €766,098

Waterford 
Leader Part-
nership

Water-
ford

€471,699 €393,891 €402,525 €357,835 €365,171

West Cork 
Development 
Partnership

Cork €454,811 €479,193 €538,510 €505,058 €453,322

West Limer-
ick Resources 
Limited

Limerick €765,663 €808,871 €670,141 €611,469 €601,766

Westmeath 
Community 
Development 
Limited

West-
meath

€1,102,986 €1,029,520 €884,604 €806,529 €806,542

Wexford Lo-
cal Develop-
ment

Wexford €2,304,953 €2,290,731 €1,986,442 €1,725,970 €1,791,314

Gaeltacht 
Area

7 Gael-
tacht 
Counties

Included in 
Appendix 1

Included in 
LDC Al-
location

Included in 
LDC Al-
location

Included in 
LDC Al-
location

€1,180,780

Dublin Inner 
City Net-
works and 
Other 3rd 
party groups

Dublin €1,062,748 €1,024,950 €790,121 €787,930 €785,846

Dublin Inner 
City CDPs 
(no Local 
development 
company in 
that area)

Dublin Included in 
Appendix 1

€788,292 €700,046 €651,044 €651,044

 Question No. 491 answered with Question No. 488.

17/02/2015WRZ01400Local and Community Development Programme Planning

17/02/2015WRZ01500492. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans for existing local development companies that are unsuccessful in their 
bids under the new social inclusion and community activation programme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [6721/15]
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17/02/2015WRZ01600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): My Department’s Local and Community Development Pro-
gramme (LCDP) superseded the Local Development Social Inclusion and the Community De-
velopment Programmes in 2010.  LCDP is the largest social inclusion intervention of its kind in 
the State.  The current Programme officially ended at the end of 2013 having operated for four 
years with funding of €281 million over that period.  It is being implemented on a transitional 
basis until March 2015, pending the roll out of the new Social Inclusion and Community Acti-
vation Programme (SICAP) in April 2015.

In accordance with the Public Spending Code, legal advice, good practice internationally 
and in order to ensure the optimum delivery of services to clients, SICAP is subject to a public 
procurement process, which is currently underway.  The closing date for receipt of tenders un-
der stage two was noon on 19 December 2014.  The tenders received are currently being evalu-
ated and tenderers will be informed of the outcome later this month.  Contracts for SICAP will 
be determined following the outcome of the procurement process.

I am satisfied that the procurement process underway is in line with best practice and that 
the procurement documentation on e-Tenders contains all the relevant information on the pro-
cess.  While business continuity remains a key concern for all stakeholders it is not possible 
to predict what impact, if any, the outcome of the competitive process for the new Programme 
will have with regard to the network of Local Development Companies (LDCs), which are 
independent limited companies.

As soon as the outcome of the competitive process is known, my Department will be re-
viewing the matter.  However, it should be noted that my Department has no role in the inter-
nal operations of LDCs and, therefore, does not have a role in relation to staff or employment 
matters, which are for the Board of each company, as the employer, to manage.  Each funding 
Department is responsible for its own funding and contractual arrangements with the LDCs.

In the meantime, all groups who received LCDP funding in 2014 are being funded through 
LCDP interim arrangements until 31 March next, pending the outcome of the competitive pro-
cess.

17/02/2015WRZ01700Local and Community Development Programme

17/02/2015WRZ01800493. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if his Department received correspondence from the European Commission or 
European Court of Justice on the European Union directive on procurement regarding the roll-
out of the social inclusion activation and community activation programme; if concerns were 
raised about compliance with the directive under the previous local community development 
programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [6722/15]

17/02/2015WRZ01900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Ann Phelan): My Department’s Local and Community Development Pro-
gramme (LCDP) is the largest social inclusion intervention of its kind in the State.  The current 
Programme is being implemented on a transitional basis until March 2015, pending the roll out 
of the new Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP) in April 2015.  All 
groups who received LCDP funding in 2014 are being funded through LCDP interim arrange-
ments until 31 March 2015, pending the outcome of the SICAP competitive process.

In accordance with the Public Spending Code, legal advice, good practice internationally 
and in order to ensure the optimum delivery of services to clients, SICAP is subject to a public 
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procurement process, which is currently underway.  Stage one (Expression of Interest) has been 
completed. Stage two (Invitation to Tender), commenced on 20 October 2014 and involved the 
successful applicants from stage one being invited to apply to one or more Local Community 
Development Committees, in local authority areas, to deliver the programme.  The closing date 
for receipt of tenders under stage two was noon on 19 December 2014.  The tenders received 
are currently being evaluated and it is intended that tenderers will be informed of the outcome 
later this month.

My Department is obliged to adhere to the rules under Directive 2004/18/EC.  Directive 
2014/24/EU on public procurement comes into effect on 18 April 2016.  I am satisfied that the 
process underway takes account of all recent developments in procurement law.  My Depart-
ment has not received correspondence from the EU Commission or European Court of Justice 
in relation to the EU Directive on Procurement in relation to the roll out of the SICAP.  No 
concerns were raised in relation to the outgoing programme, the LCDP and compliance with 
the Directive.

17/02/2015WRZ02000Fire Service Staff

17/02/2015WRZ02100494. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide funding for a new recruitment drive for Dublin Fire Brigade; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6725/15]

17/02/2015WRZ02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Fire services are provided by local authorities in accordance with the provisions of the Fire 
Services Acts 1981 and 2003.  Under section 10 of the 1981 Act, a fire authority is required to 
make provision for the delivery of fire services in its functional area, including the assessment 
of fire cover needs and the provision of premises.

In relation to the staffing requirements in each local authority, it is the responsibility of each 
Chief Executive, under the Local Government Act 2001, to employ such staff and to make such 
staffing, funding, recruitment and organisational arrangements as may be deemed necessary for 
the purposes of carrying out the functions of the local authorities.

My Department operates a delegated sanction from the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform for implementation of the moratorium on recruitment in relation to local authori-
ties.  The Department examines all staffing sanction requests on a case by case basis having 
due regard to the continued delivery of key services in the context of staffing and budgetary 
constraints.  In considering sanction requests, public safety, maintaining key front line services 
and economic considerations are given precedence.

Fire-fighter numbers in Ireland have been maintained at a constant level since the introduc-
tion of the moratorium in 2009.  There are no outstanding staffing sanctions requests in relation 
to Dublin City Council’s fire service.

17/02/2015WRZ02300Motor Tax Collection

17/02/2015WRZ02400495. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide, in tabular form, on a county basis, the amount of motor tax col-
lected in each local authority and paid into the local government fund to date. [6744/15]

17/02/2015WRZ02500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
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ly): All receipts from motor tax are transferred to the Local Government Fund.  Gross receipts 
from motor tax for each licensing authority for the period from 2010 to 2014 are as follows:

Carlow

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 14,598,550
2011 14,422,438
2012 14,873,328
2013 16,258,206
2014 16,686,474

Cavan

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 15,921,215
2011 15,821,570
2012 16,281,688
2013 18,015,917
2014 18,871,456

Clare

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 28,030,719
2011 27,133,874
2012 28,515,348
2013 30,557,718
2014 30,764,199

Cork

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 123,843,342
2011 121,792,864
2012 129,206,502
2013 137,147,352
2014 138,231,267

Donegal

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 34,028,672
2011 34,309,548
2012 35,005,868
2013 37,668,079
2014 37,569,748
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Dublin City

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 258,500,430
2011 254,142,718
2012 266,735,071
2013 284,784,205
2014 288,530,394

Galway

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 55,758,457
2011 54,819,004
2012 57,228,969
2013 62,698,165
2014 64,009,463

Kerry

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 34,411,084
2011 33,757,629
2012 35,496,761
2013 38,569,186
2014 39,902,700

Kildare

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 48,311,554
2011 47,801,712
2012 50,120,005
2013 54,216,747
2014 55,539,143

Kilkenny

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 22,413,108
2011 22,144,159
2012 23,192,167
2013 24,722,408
2014 25,228,631

Laois
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Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 16,651,455
2011 16,450,393
2012 16,998,593
2013 18,653,685
2014 19,396,318

Leitrim

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 7,283,486
2011 7,216,679
2012 7,357,834
2013 8,087,637
2014 8,323,882

Limerick City

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 10,919,674
2011 10,595,954
2012 10,575,808
2013 11,245,894

Limerick City and County

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2014 49,465,429

Limerick County

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 33,014,163
2011 32,824,920
2012 34,853,870
2013 37,423,414

Longford

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 8,476,806
2011 8,532,272
2012 8,908,545
2013 9,896,912
2014 10,394,901

Louth
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Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 23,504,183
2011 23,312,075
2012 24,087,574
2013 26,502,371
2014 27,827,768

Mayo

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 29,673,957
2011 29,659,214
2012 30,626,109
2013 33,371,074
2014 34,570,463

Meath

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 42,679,208
2011 42,053,829
2012 43,499,660
2013 47,073,964
2014 49,044,366

Monaghan

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 14,650,142
2011 14,766,999
2012 15,049,525
2013 16,678,826
2014 17,309,367

Offaly

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 16,461,130
2011 16,170,729
2012 16,916,968
2013 18,333,301
2014 18,886,228

Roscommon

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 14,891,977
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Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2011 14,666,861
2012 15,172,202
2013 16,781,591
2014 17,655,924

Sligo

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 14,789,789
2011 14,630,045
2012 15,011,690
2013 16,114,221
2014 16,420,433

Tipperary North

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 18,470,893
2011 17,973,899
2012 18,595,704
2013 20,318,410

Tipperary South

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 21,286,613
2011 20,921,696
2012 21,461,331
2013 23,070,833

Tipperary

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2014 44,690,177

Waterford City

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 9,813,623
2011 9,585,344
2012 10,100,221
2013 10,762,425

Waterford City and County
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Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2014 29,163,702

Waterford County

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 16,319,876
2011 15,838,792
2012 16,610,087
2013 17,782,712

Westmeath

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 19,913,815
2011 19,613,081
2012 20,314,599
2013 21,879,408
2014 22,318,802

Wexford

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 35,844,712
2011 36,183,432
2012 37,380,845
2013 41,440,563
2014 41,787,758

Wicklow

Year Gross motor tax receipts (€)
2010 33,361,302
2011 33,302,858
2012 34,524,878
2013 37,035,977
2014 37,742,938

17/02/2015WRZ02600Local Authority Funding

17/02/2015WRZ02700496. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the criteria that are used to decide the level of contribution from the Equalisation 
Fund that each local authority receives in a given year; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [6745/15]

17/02/2015WRZ02800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Local Property Tax was introduced to provide an alternative, stable and sustainable funding 
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base for the local authority sector, providing greater levels of connection between local revenue 
raising and associated expenditure decisions.  Given that local authorities vary significantly 
from one another in terms of size, population, public service demands, infrastructure and in-
come sources, the Government has decided that no local authority will receive less income from 
LPT in 2015 than they received for General Purpose Grants (GPGs) from the Local Govern-
ment Fund in 2014.

In accordance with the decisions taken by Government, my Department has advised lo-
cal authorities of their provisional Local Property Tax allocations from the Local Government 
Fund for 2015. 80% of LPT will be retained locally to fund vital public services in 2015.  The 
remaining 20% will be re-distributed to provide top-up funding to certain local authorities that 
have lower property tax bases due to the variance in property values across the State and to en-
sure that their 2015 funding levels are at least equalised at 2014 General Purpose Grant levels.  
Matters relating to equalisation levels and methods for future years will be reviewed as neces-
sary and appropriate.

17/02/2015WRZ02900Electromagnetic Fields Studies

17/02/2015WRZ03000497. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the name of the person that has been appointed to his Department’s Electromag-
netic Field Commission; the name of the independent overseer; the planned publication date 
for the report; the process of public participation planned for the Commission; and if the inde-
pendent overseer is satisfied that there are no potential conflicts of interest in the appointments 
to the Commission.  [6782/15]

17/02/2015WRZ03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department has commissioned a study to review and report on international develop-
ments on the potential health effects of electro-magnetic fields emanating from transmission 
grid infrastructures.  The study is examining international developments in non-ionising radia-
tion (NIR) and electromagnetic fields (EMF) research, since publication in 2007 of a report, 
entitled Health Effects of Electromagnetic Fields.  The study will also examine how the issue 
of NIR/EMF is dealt with in other jurisdictions.

Representatives from a number of Departments, together with national and international 
experts, are currently overseeing the study which is being undertaken by RIVM, the Dutch Na-
tional Institute for Public Health and the Environment, and is expected to be completed before 
Easter.  Any proposals or recommendations arising from the study will be submitted to me in 
due course   and I intend to bring these to Government for consideration.

Following Government consideration and subsequent publication of the study, I anticipate 
that a Steering Committee, convened and chaired by my Department, will be established to 
make specific proposals relating to the future management of these matters, including, inter 
alia,any consequent legislative amendments and provision of appropriate technical expertise 
and associated resources.  At that stage, interested parties will be provided with an opportunity 
to make submissions for consideration to the Steering Committee to help inform future policy 
making in this area.

Matters relating to the composition, terms of reference, and mandate of the Steering Com-
mittee are yet to be finalised.

17/02/2015WRZ03200Homelessness Strategy
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17/02/2015WRZ03300498. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding homelessness; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6792/15]

17/02/2015WRZ03400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national 
framework of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in 
addressing homelessness at local level.  The Government’s Homelessness Policy Statement, 
which was published in February 2013, emphasises a housing-led approach which is about 
accessing permanent housing as the primary response to all forms of homelessness.  While it 
is clear that a proportion of funding must be used to provide sufficient bed capacity to accom-
modate those in need of emergency accommodation, it is equally important that resources are 
channelled to deliver more permanent responses in a more focused and strategic way.

Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of accommodation and related services 
for homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities and the purposes for which hous-
ing authorities may incur expenditure in addressing homelessness are prescribed in Section 10 
of the Housing Act 1988.  Under Section 10 funding arrangements, responsibility for rigorous 
assessment, appraisal and decision-making in relation to particular services rests with the statu-
tory Homelessness Management Group of the respective region.  My Department has no func-
tion in regard to decisions on operational matters.

17/02/2015WRZ03500Register of Electors

17/02/2015WRZ03600499. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to extensively advertise the supplement to the register of electors, prior 
to the upcoming referenda on presidential age and marriage equality; his views on the extension 
of the deadlines to facilitate prospective voters; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6802/15]

17/02/2015WRZ03700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): The latest dates for application to registration authorities for entry in the supplement to the 
electoral register are advertised by my Department in the main national newspapers as well as 
on my Department’s website prior to referendums.  These advertisements are normally placed 
after the polling day order is made.

Application for entry in the supplement must be received by the registration authority at 
least 15 days (not including Sundays, Good Friday or Public Holidays) before polling day at a 
referendum in order to be considered for that referendum.

Electors who are eligible for, but not already included in, the postal or special voters list, 
may apply for entry into the supplement to these lists.  Such applications must be received by 
the registration authority at least 22 days (not including Sundays, Good Friday or Public Holi-
days) before polling day in order to be considered for that referendum.

17/02/2015WRAA00150Rental Accommodation Scheme Data

17/02/2015WRAA00200500. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide, in tabular form, the number of households housed 
through the Rental Accommodation Scheme and the Long-term Leasing Scheme on 1 April in 
2002, 2005, 2008, 2011, 2013, and 2014. [6807/15]
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17/02/2015WRAA00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Since the first transfers commenced in late 2005, up to the end of December 2014, local 
authorities have transferred a total of 51,757 households from Rent Supplement (RS) to RAS 
and other social housing supports. Of these, 30,511 were housed directly under RAS and a fur-
ther 21,246 were accommodated under other social housing options.

The cumulative numbers transferred on 1 April of the years 2008, 2011, 2013 and 2014 are 
set out in the following table:   

At 1st April RAS Transfers Rent Supplement to Social 
Housing 

Total transfers to RAS 
and social housing 

2008 6,468 6,048 12,516 
2011 18,719 14,295 33,014 
2013 26,122 18,181 44,303 
2014 28,940 19,954 48,894 

Since the commencement of the leasing initiative in early 2009 up to the end of December 
2014, 5,622 units have become operational.   

The cumulative numbers operational on 1st April of the years 2011, 2013 and 2014 are set 
out in the following table:   

At 1st April Units operational 
2011 1,607 
2013 3,932 
2014 4,858 

17/02/2015WRAA00350Local Authority Housing Data

17/02/2015WRAA00400501. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide, in tabular form, the total social housing output; the 
total private housing output; and the total number of social houses, sold to tenants for the two 
periods of 2000 to 2010; and 2011 to 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6809/15]

17/02/2015WRAA00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): My Department publishes a wide range of housing and planning statistics, including data 
on social and private housing output and sales to local authority tenants, broken down by year.  
Data relating to private and social housing output are available on my Department’s website 
at: http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/StatisticsandRegularPublications/HousingStatistics/
FileDownLoad,15293,en.xls, by clicking “the House Completions 1970 to date” tab.

Data relating to sale of units can be found here: http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/
StatisticsandRegularPublications/HousingStatistics/FileDownLoad,15291,en.xls, by clicking 
“Sale of local authority houses 1994 to date ” tab.

17/02/2015WRAA00550Water Meters Installation

17/02/2015WRAA00600502. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if the requirement that 25% of employed sub-contractors, under the regional 
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water meter installation contracts, should come from the live register has been complied with; 
the percentage to date; if the contracts remain valid if this figure has not been attained; its im-
plications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6928/15]

17/02/2015WRAA00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Irish Water is responsible for all aspects of the domestic metering programme.

I understand that there are approximately 1,300 direct jobs sustained through the metering 
programme and approximately 84% of these jobs have been obtained by those in one of three 
‘social inclusion’ categories (unemployed 21%; employees of SMEs 53%; graduates/school 
leavers/apprentices 10%), exceeding the Government’s overall target of 25%. 

The employment figures do not include indirect employment created in the supply chain.

17/02/2015WRAA00750Septic Tank Inspections

17/02/2015WRAA00800503. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will confirm that in cases where recently built single houses with indi-
vidual sewerage systems have failed inspections as a result of deficient installations and where 
the owners do not have the funds necessary to rectify the problems, even with the aid of the 
existing grant, that the responsibility then lies with the local authorities and the State, in the 
context of the public health and environmental issues which arise; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [6943/15]

17/02/2015WRAA00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Local authorities carry out inspections of septic tanks and similar systems for a variety of 
reasons, including water quality issues at drinking water sources or within designated shellfish 
or bathing water catchments and arising from reports of pollution from members of the pub-
lic. Separately, inspections are carried out based on the Environmental Protection Agency’s 
(EPA) National Inspection Plan 2013: Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems, which uses 
a risk-based methodology such as densities of individual treatment systems across the numer-
ous hydrological and geological settings in Ireland and the locations of sensitive groundwater 
or surface water receptors. Selection of treatment systems for inspection under the EPA’s plan 
is carried out by the local authorities using an IT system (which utilises WebGIS information) 
developed by the EPA.

Local authorities have all appropriate powers of inspection, investigation and enforcement 
under the Water Services Act 2007 and under the Local Government (Water Pollution) Acts 
1977 and 1990 to protect water quality, public health and the environment from risks posed by 
failing on-site waste water treatment systems.  It is a matter for each local authority to deter-
mine the most appropriate course of action when dealing with pollution incidents and related 
risks to public health and the environment. 

Section 70 of the Water Services Act 2007 places a duty of care on the owner of a premises 
to ensure that their waste water treatment systems are kept so as not to cause, or be likely to 
cause, a risk to human health or the environment, including waters, the atmosphere, land, soil, 
plants or animals, or create a nuisance through odours. The duty of care provisions have been 
augmented by the Water Services (Amendment) Act 2012 and associated regulations.  Any 
person whose treatment system fails an inspection or, in the absence of an inspection, considers 
that their treatment system constitutes, or may constitute, a risk to human health or the environ-
ment is responsible for having any necessary remediation works carried out without delay.      

The Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems (Financial Assistance) Regulations 2013, a 
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copy of which is available in the Oireachtas library, brought into operation a grants scheme to 
assist with the cost of remediation of septic tanks and domestic waste water treatment systems 
which are deemed, following inspection under the EPA’s National Inspection Plan and the sub-
sequent issue of an Advisory Notice by the local authority, to require repair or upgrading.  Full 
details of the scheme, including eligibility criteria, are set out in the explanatory leaflet and 
application form published on my Department’s website at: http://www.environ.ie/en/Publica-
tions/Environment/Water/FileDownLoad,33607,en.pdf      

There are no plans to extend or to vary the terms and conditions of the grant scheme. 

Householders who do not meet the eligibility criteria included in the above regulations but 
wish to remediate or upgrade their on-site treatment systems may qualify for relief under the 
Home Renovation Incentive (HRI) Scheme introduced under Section 5 of the Finance (No. 2) 
Act 2013. The HRI scheme covers main residence repairs, renovations and improvements, in-
cluding the repair or replacement of septic tanks. The scheme is administered by the Revenue 
Commissioners and full details are published on Revenue’s website at: http://www.revenue.ie/
en/tax/it/reliefs/hri/hri-general-faqs.html   

17/02/2015WRAA00950Wind Energy Generation

17/02/2015WRAA01000504. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide the names of wind farms here which are not operating to 
their maximum productivity due to limited spacing between turbines. [6957/15]

17/02/2015WRAA01100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Paudie Coffey): The information requested is not compiled by my Depart-
ment as it has no statutory role or remit in relation to this matter.

17/02/2015WRAA01150Wind Energy Generation

17/02/2015WRAA01200505. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the criteria used by his Department and local authorities to determine where 
wind farms and turbines should be situated to maximise productivity. [6958/15]

17/02/2015WRAA01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Proposals for the location of individual wind energy developments to maximise pro-
ductivity are a matter for the relevant developer taking into account several criteria including 
connectivity to the national grid.

When considering individual planning applications for such developments and the appro-
priateness of their location, planning authorities, including An Bord Pleanála where relevant, 
will have regard to local area and county development plans, local authority renewable energy 
strategies, the Wind Energy Development Guidelines issued under Section 28 of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and such matters including existing residential de-
velopment, existing wind energy developments, the local landscape and the natural and built 
heritage. 

Section 3.5 of the 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines provides a guide to the anal-
ysis of suitable areas for wind energy by the planning authority, when preparing their develop-
ment plans and local authority renewable energy strategies.   

My Department is currently conducting a targeted review of the 2006 Guidelines focusing 
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on noise, setback and shadow flicker.  Following an extensive public consultation, it is intended 
that revisions to the Wind Energy Development Guidelines will be finalised as soon as possible.

17/02/2015WRAA01350Local Authority Housing

17/02/2015WRAA01400506. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to increase 2015 funding for local authority housing grants for the dis-
abled and for housing aid for older people. [6965/15]

17/02/2015WRAA01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Last year, exchequer funding of over €37 million was provided for the Housing Adapta-
tion Grants for Older People and People with a Disability.  I am pleased to be in a position to 
increase that funding by some 10% in 2015 to €40.4 million; individual allocations to local 
authorities will be made shortly.

Through careful management of my Department’s housing budget in 2014, additional funds 
were made available to local authorities with high levels of grant activity under this scheme.  
The same scrutiny will be applied to the capital budget for 2015 and, in the event of savings 
arising, opportunities will be examined to reallocate funds accordingly. 

17/02/2015WRAA01550Motor Tax Rates

17/02/2015WRAA01600507. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on a matter (details supplied) regarding tax; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7000/15]

17/02/2015WRAA01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Motor tax rates for commercial vehicles are based on the unladen weight of the vehicle, and 
are set at national, rather than at county level.  The weight bandings and the current correspond-
ing rates are provided for in paragraph 5 of Part I of the Schedule to the Finance (Excise Duties) 
(Vehicles) Act 1952 (as amended by section 4 of the Motor Vehicles (Duties and Licences) Act 
2013). 

17/02/2015WRAA01750Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

17/02/2015WRAA01800508. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the status of an application for funding submitted by Kilkenny County 
Council to his Department on 21 November 2014; and if Irish Water / his Department will ap-
prove the funding for this project. [7036/15]

17/02/2015WRAA01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): I assume the Question relates to a proposed group sewerage scheme at Shellumsrath, 
County Kilkenny.  Responsibility for the administration of my Department’s Rural Water Pro-
gramme, under which funding is provided for group sewerage schemes, has been devolved to 
local authorities since 1997.

Following previous submissions relating to Shellumsrath, Kilkenny County Council in-
cluded the scheme in its request, received last month, for funding under the 2015 Rural Water 
Programme. The request gives the costs of the scheme as €1,020,625 and shows the grant 
due under the Rural Water Programme as €344,500. The maximum grants available for group 
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sewerage schemes are €6,500 per house or 75% of the scheme costs, whichever is the lesser.  I 
expect to be in a position to announce, in the coming weeks, details of funding to be allocated, 
by way of block grant allocations, to local authorities under the 2015 Rural Water Programme.   

The County Council has specified that the costs of €1,020,625 include €577,625 for a pro-
posed public sewer at Callan Road. However, since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory re-
sponsibility for all aspects of public water services planning, delivery and operation at national, 
regional and local levels. The further progression of all public water services capital projects is, 
therefore, a matter for Irish Water to consider. 

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives. The team can be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or 
by telephone on a new dedicated number, 1890 578 578.

17/02/2015WRAA01950Water and Sewerage Schemes Provision

17/02/2015WRAA02000509. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if, under Section 42, Subsection 2 of the Water Services Act 2007 (details 
supplied), any building includes a private dwelling; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [7041/15]

17/02/2015WRAA02100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Section 2 of the Water Services Act 20 07 provides that “premises” includes “any building, 
vessel, vehicle, structure or land (whether or not there are structures on the land and whether or 
not the land is covered with water), and any plant or related accessories, on or under the land, 
or any hereditament of tenure, together with any out-buildings and curtilage ”.  Accordingly the 
definition of premises would include dwellings and other types of buildings. 

17/02/2015WRAA02150Local Authority Housing Data

17/02/2015WRAA02200510. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the policy for persons who have taken out a county council loan towards a 
housing mortgage and who have difficulty completing repayments due to changed economic 
circumstances. [7065/15]

17/02/2015WRAA02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): My Department issued revised guidelines to local authorities for dealing with mort-
gage arrears within the local authority sector in June 2014.  Dealing with Mortgage Arrears 
– A Guide for Local Authorities is available on my Department’s website by clicking on the 
following link: http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/DevelopmentandHousing/Housing/
FileDownLoad,30943,en.pdf.

On foot of the recommendations of the Keane Report on mortgage arrears, my Department 
launched a Mortgage to Rent scheme on a pilot basis in February 2012.  This scheme was ex-
tended nationally in June 2012, targeting those low income families whose mortgage situation 
is unsustainable and where there is little or no prospect of a significant change in circumstances 
in the foreseeable future. 

It is fully recognised that people with mortgages borrowed from local authorities have been 
affected by issues such as unemployment and possible negative equity over the last number of 
years.  The scale of the mortgage arrears problem amongst local authority borrowers necessi-
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tated the introduction of a Local Authority Mortgage to Rent scheme in February 2014 in line 
with the MTR Scheme in relation to mortgages from private institutions introduced nationally 
in June 2012.   

The Local Authority Mortgage to Rent (LAMTR) scheme, which was rolled out nationally 
in February 2014, allows local authorities to offer the mortgage to rent scheme to local author-
ity mortgage holders with unsustainable mortgages.  This enables families to stay in their home 
and their established community. Surrendering the ownership equity in a home is a very dif-
ficult decision for a family; however, the mortgage to rent option does provide families with 
stability and continuity, after an often long period of financial turmoil.  Ownership of the home 
transfers to the local authority and the family pays a differential rent.   

LAMTR is just one of a range of short term and long term solutions available to local au-
thority mortgage holders in arrears. The Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process, already in place 
in respect of commercial mortgages, is now being implemented across all local authorities.  In 
cases of acute mortgage distress, homeowners also have the option of seeking to avail of the 
legal process now also in place to deal with personal insolvency.  The most important step any 
family in arrears can take is to engage early with the Arrears Support Unit of the local authority. 
Solutions are available and advice should be sought as early as possible.

17/02/2015WRAA02350Waste Disposal

17/02/2015WRAA02400511. Deputy Gabrielle McFadden asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the number of private waste collectors contracted to local authorities 
operating waiver schemes for low-income households and pensioners; if he will provide details 
of those local authorities; the way customers, who were eligible for waivers when local authori-
ties operated waste collection services, can now afford to pay private waste collectors; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7117/15]

17/02/2015WRAA02500512. Deputy Gabrielle McFadden asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if local authorities have the power to ensure private waste collectors 
contracted to local authorities have waivers in place for low-income households and pension-
ers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7118/15]

17/02/2015WRAA02600513. Deputy Gabrielle McFadden asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if a waiver scheme was recognised by the State with no loss accruing to 
the local authority, such as with the free travel pass, free electricity and so on; if waivers will be 
offered to relevant customers of a private collector. [7119/15]

17/02/2015WRAA02700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 511 to 513, inclusive, together.

During the period in which local authorities were directly involved in the collection of 
household waste, a minority of individual councils offered different levels of discount to se-
lected households, based on different qualification criteria. 

As local authorities exited the waste collection market, some required the private opera-
tors which took on the Councils’ customers to provide a level of discount for existing waiver 
customers only, and even then for a limited time. The vast majority of contractual commit-
ments for private operators to provide a waiver have now expired. In that context, the number 
of households in receipt of waiver discounts is likely to decline over time, especially as some 
householders were able to take advantage of special reduced offers elsewhere which actually 
undercut the waiver price. However, selected private operators still offer some level of discount 



17 February 2015

289

to former waiver customers on a voluntary basis. However, this information is commercially 
sensitive to each operator and is not available to my Department. 

In addition, a very limited number of local authorities make financial contributions towards 
the cost of, or pay for, the collection of waste from certain households. Again, the qualification 
criteria and level of support differ from area to area. Such expenditure means that these local 
authorities divert funding from other areas to support these waiver provisions.   

Among the measures included in the Government’s waste policy, A Resource Opportunity - 
Waste Management Policy in Ireland, which was published in July 2012, was the establishment 
of an interdepartmental working group to report to Government with options to minimise the 
impact of waste charges on low- income households. 

The working group, which comprises representatives of my Department and the Depart-
ments of Social Protection; Public Expenditure and Reform; Finance; and the Tánaiste’s Office, 
submitted its second report to Government in July 2013. Government considered the report 
and, given the complexity of the issues involved, including the fact that the vast majority of 
households have moved away from local authority collection and have engaged private waste 
collectors on whom it would be difficult to impose any obligation to provide a waiver system, 
mandated the working group to continue to examine the issue, with a view to submitting a third 
report to Government in due course.   

Given that the vast majority of local authorities no longer collect waste and that the market 
is now serviced by a diverse range of private operators, where the fees charged and services 
offered vary across the country, it is becoming increasingly apparent that introducing a national 
waiver scheme in the context of an open market for waste collection is highly complex.

17/02/2015WRBB00200Housing Assistance Payments Eligibility

17/02/2015WRBB00300514. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if a council can insist a local authority tenant of over 30 years standing, who 
has not yet commenced to purchase the family home and who does not owe any rent whatso-
ever, must surrender the legal right to purchase this home to the local authority as a mandatory 
pre-condition to a housing adaptation grant being issued by the local authority to deal with that 
person’s disability needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7130/15]

17/02/2015WRBB00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Under the Social Housing Investment Programme, my Department allocates funding to 
support local authorities in undertaking adaptations and extensions to their social housing stock 
to meet the needs of tenants with a disability or to address serious overcrowding. The imple-
mentation of works under these programmes, and the management and maintenance of social 
housing stock, is a matter for the local authorities.

17/02/2015WRBB00500Housing Provision

17/02/2015WRBB00600515. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of social housing units that have been built in counties Monaghan and 
Cavan since 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7137/15]

17/02/2015WRBB00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): My Department collates and publishes a wide range of housing and planning statis-
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tics that inform the preparation and evaluation of policy.` Data on the number of social hous-
ing units provided, broken down by county, are available on my Department’s website at: 
http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/StatisticsandRegularPublications/HousingStatistics/
FileDownLoad,15293,en.xls, by clicking “Qtrly hse completions – sector & local authority 
1994+” tab.

17/02/2015WRBB00800Housing Provision

17/02/2015WRBB00900516. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the amount of funding that has been provided to counties Monaghan and Cavan in 
respect of housing since 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7138/15]

17/02/2015WRBB00950Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): Under my Department’s Social Housing Investment Programme funding is provided to 
housing authorities in respect of a range of measures. Details of the funding provided to both 
Monaghan and Cavan County Councils under the main measures since 2011 is outlined in the 
following table. 

Monaghan County Council

Measure Year/Expendi-
ture

Year/Expendi-
ture

Year/Expendi-
ture

Year/Expendi-
ture

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014
Local Authority 
Housing Con-
struction and 
Acquisition

€3,256,000 €1,731,686 €1,159,804 €790,036

Capital Assis-
tance Scheme

€86,636 €1,125,300 €1,191,568 €1,434,736

Remedial Works 
Scheme

€1,126,971 €661,818 €147,806 €1,001,837

Adaptations and 
extensions to 
Social Housing

€77,773 €136,436 €63,819 €91,060

Returning 
Vacant Social 
Housing to Pro-
ductive Use

€0 €0 €0 €92,751

Energy Efficien-
cy Insulation 
Measure

€315,100 €380,333 €335,406 €419,118

Housing Adap-
tation Grants for 
Older People 
and People with 
a Disability

€1,055,266 €1,200,000 €711,729 €739,703

Traveller Ac-
commodation 
Capital Funding

€197,925 €0 €0 €0
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Measure Year/Expendi-
ture

Year/Expendi-
ture

Year/Expendi-
ture

Year/Expendi-
ture

Rental Ac-
commodation 
Scheme

€1,184,460 €1,222,347 €1,289,674 €1,277,503

Public Safety Initiative (PSI)   

Monaghan County Council received €31,182.83 in respect of three Unfinished Housing 
Developments under the PSI Scheme since 2011.   

Special Resolution Fund (SRF)   

Monaghan County Council received €159,526.00 in respect of four Unfinished Housing 
Developments under the SRF Scheme since 2011.   

Social Housing Leasing Initiative (SH LI)   

Under SH LI, Monaghan County Council has one unit operational with an annual payment 
of almost €6,000. 

Cavan County Council

Measure Year/
Expenditure

Year/
Expenditure

Year/
Expenditure

Year/
Expenditure

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014
Local Authority 
Housing Con-
struction and 
Acquisition

€1,116,877 €1,360,702 €1,947,374 €1,133,043

Capital Assis-
tance Scheme

€14,378 €664,288 €348,563 €102,150

Remedial Works 
Scheme

€60,526 €0 €0 €0

Adaptations and 
extensions to 
Social Housing

€207,331 €76,328 €48,468 €151,430

Returning 
Vacant Social 
Housing to Pro-
ductive Use

€52,168 €113,233 €0 €349,137

Energy Efficien-
cy Insulation 
Measure

€569,470 €404,847 €341,138 €850,818

Housing Adap-
tation Grants for 
Older People 
and People with 
a Disability

€1,500,000 €1,050,000 €880,847 €914,395

Traveller Ac-
commodation 
Capital Funding

€6,356 €0 €57,412 €0
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Measure Year/
Expenditure

Year/
Expenditure

Year/
Expenditure

Year/
Expenditure

Rental Ac-
commodation 
Scheme

€1,370,899 €1,815,162 €2,101,024 €2,295,921

Public Safety Initiative (PSI)   

Cavan County Council received €255,326.80 in respect of eight Unfinished Housing Devel-
opments under the PSI Scheme since 2011.   

Special Resolution Fund (SRF)   

Cavan County Council received €254,517.93 in respect of six Unfinished Housing Develop-
ments under the SRF Scheme since 2011.   

Local Authority Mortgage to Rent (LAMTR)   

Cavan County Council received €143,830 in respect of two LAMTR claims in 2014.   

Social Housing Leasing Initiative (SH LI)   

Under SH LI, Cavan County Council has 12 housing units operational with an annual pay-
ment of almost €64,000. 

17/02/2015WRBB01000Local Government Fund

17/02/2015WRBB01100517. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the amount of funding his Department has awarded to counties Monaghan and 
Cavan since 2011; and if he will provide a breakdown of what the funding was granted for. 
[7139/15]

17/02/2015WRBB01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Alan Kel-
ly): I assume that the Question refers to General Purpose Grants from the Local Government 
Fund.  Through the Local Government Fund, my Department provides a funding contribution 
towards meeting the cost to local authorities of providing a reasonable level of services to their 
customers.  Up to 2014 this funding mechanism took the form of the General Purpose Grant 
(GPG).

As a result of the establishment of Irish Water, the local government funding model changed 
considerably in 2014.  Prior to 1 January 2014, funding for operational water expenditure in the 
main came from the Local Government Fund through GPG allocations.  The funding to be pro-
vided to local authorities for the provision of water services is now governed by Service Level 
Agreements between Irish Water and individual authorities and, therefore, the authorities are no 
longer in receipt of funding for these water services costs directly from the Local Government 
Fund.  Accordingly GPG allocations to Local Authorities fell between 2013 and 2014. 

The following table gives the General Purpose Grant Allocations to Monaghan and Cavan 
for the years 2011 to 2014. 

Cavan € 
2011 15,988,123.55
2012 14,450,581.38
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Cavan € 
2013 14,745,113.00

Monaghan € 
2011 15,167,469.87
2012 13,541,630.26
2013 13,983,408.00
2014 10,247,882

Local Property Tax (LPT) was introduced in 2013 to provide an alternative, stable and sus-
tainable funding base for local authorities, providing greater levels of connection between local 
revenue raising and associated expenditure decisions. Given that local authorities vary signifi-
cantly from one another in terms of size, population, public service demands, infrastructure and 
income sources, the Government decided that no local authority will receive less allocation 
from LPT in 2015 than they received from General Purpose Grants in 2014. 80% of LPT will 
be retained locally and the remaining 20% will be re-distributed to provide top-up funding to 
certain local authority areas that have lower property tax bases due to the variance in property 
values across the State.

Based on its shortfall position when expected 2015 LPT receipts are compared to GPG 
Allocations 2014, Cavan County Council and Monaghan County Council will be in receipt of 
equalisation funding in 2015.  The following table shows the 2015 LPT allocations for Cavan 
and Monaghan.   

County 2015 LPT Retained 
Locally 

Equalisation Funding Total Provisional 
LPT Funding to be 
Provided in 2015 

Cavan County Coun-
cil 

3,618,987 4,839,428 8,458,415 

Monaghan County 
Council 

3,135,040 7,112,842 10,247,882 

17/02/2015WRBB01300Electricity Transmission Network

17/02/2015WRBB01400518. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if he will provide an update on the EirGrid Review of its Grid 25 project which was due 
for publication in January 2015; and if he will confirm the revised intended publication date; if 
the EirGrid report will be subject to an independent review. [6780/15]

17/02/2015WRBB01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
Grid25 comprises over 100 projects ranging from large projects such as Grid West, Grid Link 
and the North South Transmission Line, to smaller projects, station works and upgrades of ex-
isting transmission lines around Ireland.  EirGrid reviews all projects at regular intervals.

The overall Grid25 Strategy was forecast to cost up to €4 billion at its launch in 2007. In 
the 2010 review of Grid25, the identification and use of new technologies, together with the 
re-optimisation of the Grid25 programme, as well as the slower than expected increase in eco-
nomic activity forecasted, enabled EirGrid to reduce the estimated cost of the programme from 
€4 billion to €3.2 billion.

EirGrid has engaged expert assistance in carrying out and peer reviewing the current review 
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which is expected to be completed shortly.

17/02/2015WRBB01600Electricity Transmission Network

17/02/2015WRBB01700519. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources when EirGrid plans to publish its preferred overground and underground routes for 
the Gridlink proposal. [6781/15]

17/02/2015WRBB01800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
In January 2014, my predecessor established an Independent Expert Panel to oversee prepara-
tion by EirGrid of the comprehensive, route specific studies and reports of fully undergrounded 
and overhead options for the Grid West and Grid Link projects. The studies and reports are to 
include assessments of potential environmental impacts, technical efficacy and cost factors.

In due course, the Panel will provide me with an opinion on the completeness, objectivity 
and comparability of the studies and reports and will oversee their publication by EirGrid prior 
to the company proceeding to public consultation on the two projects. 

EirGrid does not expect to complete its studies and reports until the middle of 2015. The 
Panel expects to be in a position to provide me with an opinion on the Grid Link project in 
Quarter three this year.

17/02/2015WRBB01900Wind Energy Generation

17/02/2015WRBB02000520. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if his Department monitors, or plans to monitor, the productivity and pattern of 
seasonal output of wind farms here; and if so, if these reports will be made publicly available. 
[6956/15]

17/02/2015WRBB02100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
My Department does not monitor the productivity or output of wind farms as this is not a matter 
in which I, as Minister, have a role or function.

EirGrid, in its role as electricity Transmission System Operator, monitors the output of 
windfarms on a continuous basis. EirGrid’s website provides historic information on the total 
electrical output of all wind farms on the system at 15 minute intervals. In addition, EirGrid 
publishes an Annual Wind Constraint and Curtailment Report which provides a summary of the 
total installed capacity of windfarms on a monthly basis as well as the monthly aggregated ca-
pacity factor. The capacity factor is a measure of the productivity of a windfarm over a specific 
period of time.

17/02/2015WRBB02200Broadband Service Provision

17/02/2015WRBB02300521. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources his plans to upgrade the Internet connection in areas (details supplied) in County 
Louth, as the service provided to date is causing major problems and is affecting the local pri-
mary school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7012/15]

17/02/2015WRBB02400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure that every citizen and business, regardless 
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of location, has access to a high quality, high speed broadband service. This will be achieved 
through a combination of commercial investments and a State led intervention in areas where 
commercial services will not be provided.

The commercial telecommunications sector is currently investing approximately €2.5 bil-
lion in network upgrades. Approximately 1.6 million of the 2.3 million premises in Ireland are 
expected to have access to commercial high speed broadband services over the next two years. 
These very significant investments represent a step-change in the quality of broadband services 
available.

A public consultation on a national high speed coverage map 2016 which was launched last 
November, closed on the 12th February.  27 submissions have been received to date and will 
be assessed over the coming weeks. The map will continue to be available at www.broadband.
gov.ie.  The areas marked BLUE represent those areas that will have access to commercial high 
speed broadband services by end 2016. The AMBER areas show the target areas for the State 
intervention. 

The map allows all members of the public, be they business or residential, to see whether 
their premises or home will have access to commercial high speed broadband services by end 
2016 or whether they will be included in the Government’s proposed intervention. 

Based on information provided by commercial operators, part of Balriggan will be cov-
ered by the commercial sector while the rest will be part of the State intervention. Individual 
residents should check the map for themselves to establish precisely where their own house or 
premises is located. 100% of the premises in the townland of Kilcurry are in the target area for 
the NBP intervention.

It is anticipated that speeds of at least 30Mbps will also be delivered through the Govern-
ment’s intervention and the network will be designed to cater for future increased demand from 
consumers and business.

In tandem with the mapping consultation, intensive design and planning work is underway 
in my Department to produce a detailed intervention strategy. The strategy will address a range 
of issues in relation to the intervention including the optimum procurement model, ownership 
model for the infrastructure, intervention cost and likely market impact. 

Following a public consultation process on the finalised Intervention Strategy during next 
summer, I hope to move to formal procurement phase towards the end of this year in order to 
select a preferred bidder or bidders. 

The Department will design a tender in a way that maximises efficiencies and keeps the 
cost of the network build as low as possible. I hope that the first homes and businesses will be 
connected in 2016 and connections will continue thereafter, with the intention of having all 
premises connected within a 5 year period. 

This complex and ambitious project is a key priority for Government. It aims to conclu-
sively address current connectivity challenges in Ireland.

17/02/2015WRBB02500Broadband Service Provision

17/02/2015WRBB02600522. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources his plans to upgrade the Internet connection in an area (details supplied) in 
County Louth, as the service provided to date is causing major problems; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [7020/15]

17/02/2015WRBB02700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure that every citizen and business, regardless 
of location, has access to a high quality, high speed broadband service. This will be achieved 
through a combination of commercial investments and a State led intervention in areas where 
commercial services will not be provided.

The commercial telecommunications sector is currently investing approximately €2.5 bil-
lion in network upgrades. Approximately 1.6 million of the 2.3 million premises in Ireland are 
expected to have access to commercial high speed broadband services over the next two years. 
These very significant investments represent a step-change in the quality of broadband services 
available.

A public consultation on a national high speed coverage map 2016 which was launched last 
November, closed on 12 February.  27 submissions have been received to date and will be as-
sessed over the coming weeks in terms of the overall intervention strategy. The map continues 
to be available at www.broadband.gov.ie  . The areas marked BLUE represent those areas that 
will have access to commercial high speed broadband services by end 2016 and includes the 
Lower Point Road, Dundalk, County Louth. The AMBER areas show the target areas for the 
State intervention.

The map allows all members of the public, be they business or residential, to see whether 
their premises or home will have access to commercial high speed broadband services by end 
2016 or whether they will be included in the Government’s proposed intervention. It also pro-
vides detailed information on over 50,000 townlands throughout the entire country.

It is anticipated that speeds of at least 30Mbps will be also delivered through the Govern-
ment’s intervention and the network will be designed to cater for future increased demand from 
consumers and business.

In tandem with the mapping consultation, intensive design and planning work is underway 
in my Department to produce a detailed intervention strategy. The strategy will address a range 
of issues in relation to the intervention including the optimum procurement model, ownership 
model for the infrastructure, intervention cost and likely market impact. 

Following a public consultation process on the Intervention Strategy during next summer, 
I hope to move to formal procurement phase towards the end of this year in order to select a 
preferred bidder or bidders. 

The Department will design a tender in a way that maximises efficiencies and keeps the cost 
of the network build as low as possible.  I anticipate that the first homes and businesses will 
be connected in 2016 and connections will continue thereafter, with the intention of having all 
premises connected within a 5 year period. 

This complex and ambitious project is a key priority for Government. It aims to conclu-
sively address current connectivity challenges in Ireland.

17/02/2015WRBB02800Warmer Homes Scheme Eligibility

17/02/2015WRBB02900523. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding grants; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7158/15]
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17/02/2015WRBB03000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
I have read the correspondence provided by the Deputy and have set out the means available 
to my Department to provide support in the very difficult circumstances outlined. There may 
be additional supports available through the Department of Social Protection, the HSE and the 
local authorities that the Deputy may wish to pursue.

The Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme, funded by my Department and administered by 
the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI), delivers a range of energy efficiency mea-
sures to low income households who are vulnerable to energy poverty and meet the scheme’s 
eligibility criteria. Recipients of support under the scheme have energy efficiency measures 
installed free of charge.

To be eligible for the Warmer Homes scheme a person must be a homeowner and in receipt 
of one of the following: Fuel Allowance as part of the National Fuel Scheme; Job Seekers 
Allowance for more than six months and with children under the age of 7; or Family Income 
Support.

If the correspondent referred to meets these eligibility criteria, they should apply to the 
SEAI. The Deputy can also contact SEAI at oireachtas@seai.ie. Queries to this e-mail address 
allow the SEAI to respond quickly to members of the Oireachtas on any queries they might 
have.

17/02/2015WRBB03100National Postcode System Expenditure

17/02/2015WRBB03200524. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the projected cost to his Department to convert to using Eircode; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7603/15]

17/02/2015WRBB03300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Alex White): 
As my Department does not have extensive customer databases, it is expected that the work to 
be carried out and associated costs will not be significant and that Eircode enablement will be 
done as part of day to day software upgrades. 

17/02/2015WRBB03400Driver Licence Renewals

17/02/2015WRBB03500525. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on correspondence (details supplied) regarding driving licence renewal options. [6753/15]

17/02/2015WRBB03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The operation 
of the National Driver Licensing Service is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Au-
thority.  I have therefore referred the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the 
Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.

17/02/2015WRBB03700Marine Safety

17/02/2015WRBB03800526. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his re-
sponse to the report of the Marine Casualty Investigation Board into the sinking of the MFV 
Dean Leanne which resulted in the deaths of fishermen (details supplied) in June 2013. [6949/15]

17/02/2015WRBB03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have received 
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a copy of the Marine Casualty Investigation Board’s report into the fatal incident involving the 
MFV Dean Leanne on 12 June 2013, which unfortunately involved the loss of life of the three 
fishermen concerned.    

The Report contains three safety recommendations, the first two of which are addressed to 
me.  The first recommendation is that fishing vessels of less than 12 metres in length should be 
required to be fitted with an automatic float-free EPIRB (Emergency Position Indicating Radio 
Beacon).  The second recommendation is that, in addition to the EPIRB, all fishers on fishing 
vessels of less than 15 metres should be required to carry Personal Locator Beacons (PLBs).  
Both of these recommendations have already been introduced as requirements in the revision of 
my Department’s Code of Practice for the Design, Construction, Equipment and Operation of 
Small Fishing Vessels of less than 15 metres length overall, issued in January 2014 and effective 
from 3 March 2014.

The final recommendation is addressed to owners and skippers of fishing vessels and recom-
mends compliance with all the requirements of that Code of Practice and operating their vessels 
as per the requirements of their designated operational area.  The recommendation makes the 
point that compliance is a continuing process and owners and skippers must ensure that their 
vessels are in a sound, structural seaworthy condition, prior to the vessel going to sea.

The tragedy of lives lost at sea affects families, friends and communities, and I sympathise 
with them.  We all want to reduce and indeed prevent fatalities and accidents, but this is not a 
simple thing to do, nor can it be achieved simply by more regulation. My Maritime Safety Strat-
egy is very near completion and focuses on the action that can be taken by individuals, families, 
friends, organisations and by my Department.  

17/02/2015WRBB04000Road Safety

17/02/2015WRBB04100527. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
specific research supports the policies of An Garda Síochána and the Road Safety Authority in 
promoting the wearing of hi-vis apparel by cyclists and pedestrians in urban areas, with specific 
reference to demonstrated reductions in collisions, injuries or fatality rates; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7102/15]

17/02/2015WRBB04200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Road Safe-
ty Authority has responsibility for carrying out research in these matters.  I have therefore re-
ferred the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office 
if a response has not been received within ten days.

17/02/2015WRCC00150Driving Test Waiting Lists

17/02/2015WRCC00200528. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport following 
confirmation by the Road Safety Authority, the efforts to secure improved accommodation for 
driving test centres in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7142/15]

17/02/2015WRCC00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The operation 
of the driver testing service is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.  I have 
therefore referred the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to con-
tact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.
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17/02/2015WRCC00350Road Projects

17/02/2015WRCC00400529. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if con-
sideration will be provided to allocate funding to upgrade a beach road along the Wild Atlantic 
Way route (details supplied) in County Mayo. [6595/15]

17/02/2015WRCC00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The improve-
ment and maintenance of public regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each 
local authority, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works 
on those roads are funded from local authorities’ own resources supplemented by State road 
grants.  The selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local au-
thority.  The grant allocations to local authorities for this year were released on 3 February and 
the details are in the allocations booklet in the Dáil Library.

As regards roads not taken in charge by local authorities, that is private roads, the mainte-
nance and improvement of these is, in the first instance, a matter for the relevant landowner.

The Local Improvement Scheme for regional and local roads remains in place and under 
this Scheme Councils can provide funding for roads and laneways not taken in charge.  At pres-
ent, local authorities may use up to 15% of their initial Discretionary Grant towards local im-
provement schemes should they wish to do so. The local contribution for these schemes is 20% 
of the total cost of the project.  Furthermore, it is open to local authorities to supplement the 
percentage of their Discretionary Grant that they can use for the LIS with their own resources.

Some local authorities want a ring-fenced LIS allocation for private roads while others pre-
fer to put the funding into public roads.  I think this decision is best made at a local level.  

17/02/2015WRCC00550Sports Funding

17/02/2015WRCC00600530. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide funding for a club (details supplied) in County Monaghan; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [6654/15]

17/02/2015WRCC00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Irish Sports 
Council, which is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with responsibility for the 
promotion, development and co-ordination of sport.  This includes responsibility for the alloca-
tion of current expenditure grant funding for sporting organisations.

As this question relates to current expenditure grant funding, I have referred it to the Irish 
Sports Council for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not 
received within ten days.

17/02/2015WRCC00750Taxi Regulations

17/02/2015WRCC00800531. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
his attention has been drawn to the concerns of taxi drivers (details supplied) regarding fare 
increases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6692/15]

17/02/2015WRCC00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The review of 
taxi fares is a matter for the National Transport Authority as the independent regulatory author-
ity for the small public service vehicle sector under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 
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2013.

I have referred your question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if 
you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

17/02/2015WRCC00950Coast Guard Services

17/02/2015WRCC01000532. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide an update on the upgrading of the Coast Guard station at Ballyglass, County Mayo. 
[6724/15]

17/02/2015WRCC01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Ballyglass 
Volunteer Coast Guard Unit, which is designated as a search unit, is currently operating out of 
an old building, generally classified as a rocket house.

The Coast Guard, which is a division of my Department, has been in on-going consulta-
tions with the Office of Public Works with regard to the acquisition of a site from Údarás na 
Gaeltachta.  The Office of Public Works are finalising a number of necessary reports prior to 
submitting an application for outline planning permission for this site.

As this has been a long running project, it is expected that a final decision will be taken over 
the next few months with regard to more detailed options for the Ballyglass Unit.

17/02/2015WRCC01150Swimming Pool Programme Status

17/02/2015WRCC01200533. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
re-open the local authority swimming pool programme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [6727/15]

17/02/2015WRCC01300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): The current round of the Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme was closed to 
new applicants on 31 July 2000.  Since 2000, 58 projects have been or are being dealt with 
under the Programme of which 49 have been completed and the other 9 projects are at various 
stages of the Programme.

No decision has been taken on any new round of the Programme.  My priority now is the 
completion of the projects in the existing Programme.

17/02/2015WRCC01350Sports Capital Programme Administration

17/02/2015WRCC01400534. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
introduce a new sports capital programme this year; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [6740/15]

17/02/2015WRCC01500535. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
the next round of sports capital grants will be open for applications; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [6754/15]

17/02/2015WRCC01600542. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
sports capital programme will be open for new applications; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7058/15]
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17/02/2015WRCC01700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I propose to take Questions Nos. 534, 535 and 542 together.

I expect to be in a position to announce details of the 2015 Sports Capital Programme in the 
near future.

Any interested group should register now on www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie as this will be 
the only way to apply under any future rounds of the Programme.

17/02/2015WRCC01750National Driver Licensing Service

17/02/2015WRCC01800536. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to improve the quality of service of the driving licence centre in Drogheda, County Louth 
by either extending the opening hours on Saturday or opening one or two late evenings to facili-
tate those who work full-time and cannot avail of the service during the week (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6814/15]

17/02/2015WRCC01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The operation 
of the National Driver Licensing Service is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Au-
thority.  I have therefore referred the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the 
Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.

17/02/2015WRCC01950Roadworthiness Testing

17/02/2015WRCC02000537. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
powers the Road Safety Authority has to enforce scheduled maintenance inspections, at regular 
intervals, on owners of commercial vehicles; the legislation which confers such powers; the 
reason the authority is insisting such inspections can only take place at approved centres; the 
reason some inspectors are enforcing inspections, based on a period of time rather than mileage; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6815/15]

17/02/2015WRCC02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Road Safe-
ty Authority (Commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness) Act 2012 and the regulations made there-
under provides the legislative basis for the roadworthiness testing of commercial vehicles by 
the Road Safety Authority (RSA).  All commercial vehicles must be tested when they are over 
one year old and annually after that.  The test is known as the Commercial Vehicle Roadworthi-
ness Test (CVRT).

As the RSA has responsibility for the CVRT, I have forwarded the Deputy’s questions in 
relation to the implementation of the testing programme to the RSA for direct reply. I would ask 
the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.

17/02/2015WRCC02150Roads Maintenance Funding

17/02/2015WRCC02200538. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if funding 
can be sourced to provide traffic lights at a junction (details supplied) in Dublin 11 within the 
current budget for 2015 as a matter of urgency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6930/15]

17/02/2015WRCC02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The improve-
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ment and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local 
authority, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  The selection 
and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.

Arising from the introduction of the Local Property Tax and the Government commitment 
that local authorities will retain 80% of the tax revenues from 2015, the Department for Envi-
ronment, Community and Local Government issued a Circular to five Councils (including Fin-
gal County Council) in October 2014.  The Circular informed the Councils that in view of the 
fact that they would be in a surplus position as a result of local retention of the Local Property 
Tax they would be required to self-fund some services, including roads.

It is, therefore, a matter for Fingal Council to decide on spending on roads within its area of 
responsibility.

17/02/2015WRCC02350Taxi Regulations

17/02/2015WRCC02400539. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he will provide details of the new taxi regulations; if persons who previously had convictions 
will now be suspended, even if they already have served a period without a licence, due to the 
conviction, on applying first; his views that this amounts to two penalties for the same convic-
tion, and over and above whatever penalties or sentence that were applied by the courts; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [6959/15]

17/02/2015WRCC02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Part 4 of the 
Taxi Regulation Act 2013, commenced on 6 April 2014, provides for the mandatory disquali-
fication for holding a small public service vehicle (SPSV) drivers licence upon conviction for 
specified offences.  The specification of offences to which mandatory disqualification applies is 
based on the principle of ensuring the welfare and safety of passengers.

In the case of the most serious indictable offences specified under section 30 (2) of the Act, 
the disqualification applies whether the person has been convicted before or after the com-
mencement of that subsection.  However, where a disqualification arises from convictions ob-
tained before the commencement of the Act, the disqualification is suspended for a period of 12 
months from that commencement. During that period an application may be made by the person 
to the appropriate court to be allowed continue to hold his or her licence.

The appropriate court in determining whether to grant or refuse such application is required 
by the Act to have regard to a range of matters of specified matters which include consideration 
of any sanctions already imposed for a relevant conviction.

I understand that, subsequent to the commencement of the Taxi Regulation Act 2012, the 
National Transport Authority, which is the regulator for the sector, contacted holders of SPSV 
driver licences advising them of the new provisions in relation to mandatory disqualification 
and also informing them of the right to make an appeal to the courts where applicable.

17/02/2015WRCC02550Haulage Industry Regulation

17/02/2015WRCC02600540. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on a matter (details supplied) regarding haulage licences; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7021/15]

17/02/2015WRCC02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): One of the cri-
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teria to hold a road transport operator’s licence is that the operator must satisfy the requirement 
of financial standing.  Article 7 of Regulation (EC) No 1071/2009 sets out the conditions relat-
ing to the requirement of financial standing.  It states that “in order to satisfy this requirement 
an undertaking shall at all times be able to meet its financial obligations in the course of the 
annual accounting year.  To this end, the undertaking shall demonstrate, on the basis of annual 
accounts certified by an auditor or duly accredited person, that, every year it has at its disposal 
capital and reserves totalling at least €9,000 when only one vehicle is used and €5,000 for each 
additional vehicle used.”

My Department carried out a review of the policy in relation to financial standing in 2014, 
which resulted in an updating of the road transport operator guidelines in July 2014.  The leg-
islation requires that the annual accounts of the undertaking be certified by an auditor or duly 
accredited person.  During the review my officials contacted Accounting Technicians Ireland 
and they indicated that while their members can prepare annual accounts they do not have the 
authority to certify annual accounts.  It appears that the individual (details supplied) is a mem-
ber of this body.  My officials also sought the advice of the Irish Auditing and Accountancy 
Supervisory Authority (IAASA) who specified the persons that can certify accounts and also 
confirmed that members of Accounting Technicians Ireland cannot certify accounts.  The rules 
governing who can certify annual accounts are not within the remit of my Department.

17/02/2015WRCC02750Cycling Facilities Provision

17/02/2015WRCC02800541. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
timeframe on the completion of a greenway cycle route (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7042/15]

17/02/2015WRCC02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): There is cur-
rently no proposal with my Department for the delivery of a greenway from Cork to Kinsale.

Cork Co Council (CCC) was awarded €30,000 from my Department under the Seed Finance 
Scheme 2013 to engage consultants to undertake a structural investigation of three of the major 
structures associated with the disused Cork to Kinsale railway line and to procure mapping and 
other data for the proposed greenway route.  The seed finance scheme was established in 2013 
to allocate seed finance to local authorities, on a competitive basis, to develop initial planning 
and design work for greenway projects of merit for which the authority would not otherwise 
have had the resources, and which would allow the authority to be in a position to submit a 
developed proposal under the next tranche of funding.

While the aforementioned studies were undertaken CCC were not in a position to submit a 
developed proposal to my Department under the National Cycle Network Funding Programme 
2014-2016.  I understand that CCC’s Greenways Project Manager has been progressing plan-
ning for greenway projects in the interim and has recently requested a meeting with my officials 
to discuss progress on this and other projects in the County.

Unfortunately, all funding from my Department for the development of greenways is fully 
committed up to 2016.  However, I look forward to CCC submitting a proposal for this project 
under future funding initiatives and opportunities.

        Question No. 542 answered with Question No. 534.
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17/02/2015WRDD00250Roads Maintenance Funding

17/02/2015WRDD00300543. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of funding that has been awarded to both Monaghan County Council and Cavan County Coun-
cil since 2011 in respect of roads; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7135/15]

17/02/2015WRDD00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Details of the 
regional and local road (RLR) grant payments from 2011-2014 to local authorities includ-
ing Monaghan and Cavan are outlined in the regional and local road grant payment booklets 
which are available in the Dáil Library. Details of the 2015 allocations are also available in the 
Dáil library.

With regard to national roads, details of payments is a matter for the National Roads Author-
ity and I have, therefore, referred the Deputy’s question to the Authority for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

17/02/2015WRDD00450Bord Údarás na Gaeltachta

17/02/2015WRDD00500544. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
cén líon ball d’Údarás na Gaeltachta a ainmníonn comhairlí contae; cén líon atá ann faoi láthair; 
cé mhéad folúntas atá ann i láthair na huaire do bhaill a ainmníonn comhairlí contae; cén uair 
atá folúntais ann agus cén uair a rinne an chomhairle contae atá i gceist duine a ainmniú leis an 
bhfolúntas a líonadh; cé chomh fada is gur féidir leis an Aire fanacht gan an té atá ainmnithe ag 
comhairle contae a cheapadh ar an mBord; an bhfuil aon teacht aniar ag an gcomhairle contae 
i gcás go ndiúltíonn an tAire an té atá ainmnithe acu a cheapadh; cén fáth go bhfuil moill leis 
an duine nó na daoine atá ainmnithe ag comhairli contae faoi láthair a cheapadh; an bhféadfadh 
an tAire moill a chur ar cheapachán mar nár réitigh sí le polaitíocht an té atá ainmnithe in aon 
chás; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh.  [6678/15]

17/02/2015WRDD00600Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Joe 
McHugh): Faoi Acht na Gaeltachta 2012, ceapann an tAire seachtar comhalta, an cathaoirleach 
san áireamh, ar bhord Údarás na Gaeltachta. Ina theannta sin, ainmníonn comhairlí contae, a 
bhfuil ceantar Gaeltachta ina ndlínse, an cúigear comhalta eile don Aire i gcomhar ceapacháin. 
Faoin Acht, ní rachaidh téarma oifige na gcomhaltaí thar chúig bliana agus ní cheapfar com-
haltaí chun oifige ar feadh níos mó ná dhá théarma i ndiaidh a chéile. I gcás comhaltaí atá ai-
nmnithe ag comhairlí contae na Mí, Phort Láirge agus Chorcaí, is tréimhse dhá bhliain a bhíonn 
ag na comhaltaí sin.

D’fhógair mé an tseachtain seo caite go raibh ainmní Chomhairle Contae Chorcaí, Aindrias 
Ó Muineacháin, ceaptha agam ar bhord Údarás na Gaeltachta don tréimhse 10 Feabhra 2015 
go dtí 9 Feabhra 2017. Fágann sé sin nach bhfuil aon fholúntas ar an mbord faoi láthair i gcás 
comhaltaí a ainmníonn comhairlí contae.

17/02/2015WRDD00650Wildlife Regulations

17/02/2015WRDD00700545. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she 
will reduce the prohibition on hedgerow-cutting, from 1 March 2015 to 31 July 2015, by one 
month, in view of the fact that research has shown that birds have left the nests by the end of 
July and as the continued growth in this month creates hazardous traffic conditions, especially 
in the county road network; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6836/15]
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17/02/2015WRDD00800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Section 
40 of the Wildlife Acts 1976 to 2012 prohibits the cutting, grubbing, burning or destruction of 
vegetation, with certain strict exemptions, from 1 March to 31 August during the nesting and 
breeding season for birds and wildlife.  Vegetation such as hedgerows and scrub is important as 
wildlife habitat and needs to be managed in the interests of both farming and biodiversity and 
therefore a review of the current legislation was initiated to ensure that it remains both effective 
and balanced.

Stakeholders had been seeking an opportunity to input their views on the operation of sec-
tion 40 of the Acts and I announced, last year, a consultation process which provided that op-
portunity with a deadline for the receipt of submissions by 9 January 2015. 

I have established a Working Group within my Department to consider all submissions re-
ceived by this deadline. I have asked the Working Group to report back to me with a range of 
proposals promptly. 

Any changes to the closed period for cutting, grubbing, burning or destruction of vegetation 
would require amending legislation. It will not be feasible to introduce any potential changes to 
section 40 of the Wildlife Acts prior to this year’s closed period which commences on 1 March.

17/02/2015WRDD00850Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Payments

17/02/2015WRDD00900546. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the reason a person (details supplied) in County Galway has not received a payment in respect 
of the cessation of turf cutting; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6841/15]

17/02/2015WRDD01000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): An ap-
plication for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme has been 
received by my Department from the individual referred to in the Deputy’s Question.

The application, which was submitted in October 2014, did not include all of the requisite 
information to enable an assessment of the application to be undertaken. My Department has 
been in contact with the applicant and has been assisting him in relation to supplying evidence 
of a legal interest in the plot on which he claims to have been cutting turf. Additional informa-
tion has been received from the applicant and the application is being assessed to ascertain if 
the qualifying criteria of the scheme have been met in this case. 

My Department will revert to the applicant as expeditiously as possible.

17/02/2015WRDD01050Wildlife Regulations

17/02/2015WRDD01100547. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if members of the Irish Farmers Association with designated lands have been, or will be, part 
of the body that will take part in the threat response plan, initiated by her Department, under 
section 39 of Statutory Instrument No. 477 of 2011; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [6844/15]

17/02/2015WRDD01200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The com-
position of the Hen Harrier Threat Response Plan Consultative Committee is still under consid-
eration. However, it is my intention that the Committee will include a farmer or farmers with 
lands designated as a Special Protection Area for the Hen Harrier.
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17/02/2015WRDD01250Special Areas of Conservation Designation

17/02/2015WRDD01300548. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if a process 
exists for de-designating existing special areas of conservation or natural heritage areas; if such 
de-designations have taken place here; the legislation under which such designations occurs; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6870/15]

17/02/2015WRDD01400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Special 
Areas of Conservation are designated in accordance with the provisions of the EU Habitats Di-
rective, which has been transposed into national law under the European Communities (Birds 
and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011.

De-designation of a special area of conservation is provided for in Article 9 of the Habitats 
Directive. This article provides that this can only be done by the European Commission and 
only where it is justified by natural causes (e.g. a landslide, erosion or other natural factors) 
which have resulted in the loss of the habitat or species for which a site is designated.

Natural Heritage Areas are designated in accordance with the provisions of the Wildlife 
(Amendment) Act 2000. The Act contains a provision for the de-designation of natural heritage 
areas where the site concerned no longer retains its scientific value. Prior to the de-designation 
of a natural heritage area the observations of various public authorities must be sought and 
landowners and holders of licences must be notified.

To date, no de-designation has taken place of either a special area of conservation or natural 
heritage area in Ireland.

The Review of Raised Bog Natural Heritage Area Network, published in January 2014, 
which is available to download from my Department’s website, provides detail on future ar-
rangements regarding turf cutting on each of the 75 current raised bog natural heritage areas. 
The review   has concluded that Ireland could more effectively achieve conservation of threat-
ened raised bog habitat through focused protection and restoration of a reconfigured network. 
This will entail the phasing out of turf-cutting on certain natural heritage areas by 1 January 
2017 and the partial or complete de-designation of certain natural heritage areas.

While most of the sites proposed for de-designation have been assessed as having some eco-
logical value, they have not been included within the reconfigured natural heritage area network 
as their contribution to the attainment of the national conservation objective would be marginal 
or would be prohibitively expensive or would impose undue burden on the local community 
due to the number of active turf-cutters on these sites.

17/02/2015WRDD01450Special Areas of Conservation Designation

17/02/2015WRDD01500549. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of bog owners affected by special area of conservation designation; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [6962/15]

17/02/2015WRDD01600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): At the 
time of the initial designation process for Ireland’s network of special areas of conservation, 
my Department sourced its land-ownership information from a number of sources, including 
the Property Registration Authority, the then Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
(as successor to the Irish Land Commission), the Land Parcel Identification System used by that 
Department and the electoral register.
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While I understand that every reasonable step was taken over the years to identify landown-
ers and notify them directly of the proposed designation of sites, it is not possible to guarantee 
that all such persons had been identified.  It is commonplace, particularly in the case of bogs, 
that individuals’ interests in land are not registered at all, or not in their own names. Turbary 
rights, in particular, are not always up to date or do not always accurately reflect actual land use 
activity. 

The development of the land direct system by the Property Registration Authority in recent 
years has allowed much more comprehensive land-owner identification. This has improved my 
Department’s ability to reach as many interested parties as possible.  For example, my Depart-
ment issued letters to some 6,700 identified landowners and users in 2011, advising them of the 
cessation of turf cutting on the 53 raised bog special areas of conservation and of the availabil-
ity of compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme.

17/02/2015WRDD01650Wildlife Protection

17/02/2015WRDD01700550. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the total 
amount paid out each year under the mink bounty scheme, since it was introduced in 2012; a 
breakdown of that amount, by county, of where the mink were located. [7045/15]

17/02/2015WRDD01800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Wild 
mink are not a protected species under the Wildlife Acts 1976 to 2012 and can be controlled by 
farmers, landowners and others.

A study commissioned by my Department, and published in 2009, estimated the population 
of mink living in the wild in the State could reach a total of between 20,500 and 33,500 indi-
viduals, and identified ground-nesting birds as the species most vulnerable to mink predation. 
In this regard, my Department is concentrating its resources with control measures on land it 
owns or manages so as to protect the nesting sites of rare and threatened bird species, including 
red-throated diver, corncrake, grey partridge, waders and terns, from a range of different preda-
tors.  Some €90,000 was spent on control measures in 2014, which covered many predatory 
species in addition to mink, including grey crows, magpies and foxes.

In 2012 a one-off grant of €20,000 was provided to the National Association of Regional 
Game Councils (NARGC) to stimulate increased control of mink by game shooting clubs.  
Thus there is not, as such, a mink bounty scheme which my Department administers.  However, 
I consider that this one-off grant offered a useful addition to the general predator control mea-
sures already being taken by my Department.

17/02/2015WRDD01850Easter Rising Commemorations

17/02/2015WRDD01900551. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
measures her Department has taken to pro-actively consult the public since the Government 
launched its 1916 commemorative programme; the number of formal submissions that have 
been received to date. [7090/15]

17/02/2015WRDD02000552. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of meetings she has undertaken directly since the Government launch of developing the 
State 1916 commemorative programme; and the stakeholders, external to her Department, who 
attend these meetings. [7091/15]
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17/02/2015WRDD02100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 551 and 552 together.

The objective of the Ireland 2016 initiative, which I am leading and which was formally 
launched on 12 November 2014, is to develop, co-ordinate and deliver a programme to honour 
and remember those who fought or died in the 1916 Easter Rising.  I, together with my Govern-
ment colleagues, am committed to ensuring that the commemorations to mark the centenary of 
the 1916 Easter Rising will be inclusive, appropriate and respectful.  

A 2016 Project Office in my Department is currently engaged in an extensive consultation 
process across the Government, State agency and community sectors in order to progress the 
development of detailed plans for 2016.  In order to facilitate engagement with local commu-
nities and people of all ages nationwide, I have met with the County and Cities Management 
Association (CCMA) and have requested each local authority Chief Executive Officer to lead 
the development of local-level plans for Ireland 2016 in their individual counties during 2015.  
Dedicated Ireland 2016 co-ordinators and steering groups are being put in place in each local 
authority to help to shape and drive the relevant county programmes. A series of public meet-
ings will be undertaken in each county, at which members of the public can come together to 
hear about Ireland 2016, meet those involved in their community, and to explore and learn 
about how they can get involved.  I have allocated funding of €1 million to local authorities in 
2015 to support this overall process.

In addition, since the launch of the Ireland 2016 initiative, I have convened two meetings 
of the All-Party Oireachtas Group on Commemorations, of which I am Chair.  The Expert Ad-
visory Group on Commemorations, which is chaired by Dr Maurice Manning, has also met on 
one occasion since that date.  The first meeting of the Cabinet Committee on the 1916 Com-
memorations, which is chaired by An Taoiseach, took place on 3   February 2015.  

Meetings have also taken place with the various key Departments, agencies, local authori-
ties and other interested parties.  My Department’s 2016 Project Office is engaging with the 
National Cultural Institutions, the Arts Council, Culture Ireland and the Heritage Council to 
ensure that a comprehensive and diverse cultural programme is developed.  Meetings and a 
dedicated workshop have also been held with a wide range of Irish language groups in order 
to develop an Irish language programme.  My Department has been working closely with the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade to develop an appropriate programme involving the 
Irish Diaspora and with the Department of Education and Skills to ensure the involvement of 
primary and post-primary schools and third level education.  

My Department is also engaging actively with representatives of the various relatives groups 
and individual relatives to hear their views on the overall programme and to ensure that they 
will have a central role in a number of the key State events.

Over one hundred proposals have been received in the 2016 Project Office to date from 
members of the public and interested parties - via email, postal submissions and through the 
project website, www.ireland.ie - and I very much appreciate and welcome all ideas and sub-
missions received. I look forward to continuing engagement with all stakeholders and members 
of the public as the Ireland 2016   initiative develops.

17/02/2015WRDD02150Commemorative Events

17/02/2015WRDD02200553. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the budgetary resources and the number of staff, she has allocated to the commemorations unit 
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within her Department for 2015 and 2016. [7092/15]

17/02/2015WRDD02300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Last 
year, I established a 2016 Project Office in my Department, which has responsibility for co-
ordinating and leading on all activities relating to the development and implementation of the 
Ireland 2016 initiative, focused on the commemoration of the centenary of the events of the 
1916 Easter Rising.  The Director of Market Development at Fáilte Ireland has been seconded 
to my Department to assist with the development and delivery of the programme.  Four officials 
from my Department and one additional staff member of Fáilte Ireland have been assigned to 
date to the 2016 Project Office to help drive this very significant initiative in collaboration and 
consultation with all relevant stakeholders.

My Department also has a separate Decade of Commemorations Unit, with four staff, which 
works with interested parties to co-ordinate and support other anniversary events as they arise 
along the historic timeline. Key events for the Unit in 2015 will be Gallipoli and the sinking of 
the Lusitania.

I have secured an allocation of €4 million in current funding to support the development in 
2015 of the Ireland 2016 initiative. This allocation will be used to engage with and support a 
wide range of activities and events by interested groups, including local community groups and 
the arts, as well as Irish language and educational projects. The allocation of €4 million is in 
addition to the capital provision of €22 million, which will be allocated in 2015 to a number of 
flagship commemorations projects.

17/02/2015WRDD02350Special Areas of Conservation Designation

17/02/2015WRDD02400554. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when des-
ignations were made in the Menlough and Mionlach area of Galway west, in terms of extending 
the Lough Corrib special area of conservation; if she will confirm which Minister undertook 
this extension; the date on which it occurred; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[7143/15]

17/02/2015WRDD02500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The in-
tention to designate the Lough Corrib special area of conservation was advertised in August 
1999.

In 2006, in order to meet Ireland’s obligations under the EU Habitats Directive, 25 river 
special areas of conservation, including the Lough Corrib site, had their boundaries amended 
to include important salmon spawning areas that had not been included in the proposed special 
areas of conservation.

The intention to designate further areas as an extension to the Lough Corrib site was adver-
tised in December 2006 by the then Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Govern-
ment, Mr. Dick Roche.

17/02/2015WRDD02550Departmental Expenditure

17/02/2015WRDD02600555. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
projected cost to her Department to convert to using Eircode; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [7602/15]

17/02/2015WRDD02700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I am 
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informed that my Department does not envisage any major costs arising from adopting the 
Eircode system, apart from any incidental costs that may relate to showing the Eircode on de-
partmental stationery, websites and other places where addresses are displayed.


