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22/10/2014A00100Ceisteanna - Questions

22/10/2014A00200Priority Questions

22/10/2014A00250Gender Balance

22/10/2014A003001� Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she 
is committed to gender equality on State boards under her remit; the reason the general scheme 
of the National Cultural Institutions (National Concert Hall) Bill 2014 does not include a strict 
gender guideline with regard to board appointments; her views that her direction over that in-
stitution as envisaged in the Bill is excessive; and if she will make a statement on the matter� 
[40302/14]

22/10/2014A00400Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl: I am afraid that my first question relates to national cultural in-
stitutions and the boards thereof, but I suspect the Minister has heard enough about such institu-
tions and their boards to last her a lifetime�  Nonetheless, I raise the very serious and important 
matter of the proposed legislation pertaining to the National Concert Hall, NCH, and in particu-
lar, the lack of a proposal for clear gender balance on the board as well as what I would see as 
the excessive powers the legislation gives the Minister to interfere in the affairs of the NCH�

22/10/2014A00500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The pro-
gramme for Government includes a commitment to take steps to ensure that all State boards 
have at least 40% of each gender�  Nine of the 17 bodies funded from my Department’s Vote 
group that currently have boards in place have already reached that target�  I have developed an 
implementation plan to reaffirm and achieve the target of 40% of each gender on the remaining 
boards and will be working with all bodies to move towards 45% of each gender as the new 
target for gender equality�  It may be noted, however, that in a number of boards certain appoint-
ments are made other than by way of Government or ministerial appointment, for example, on 
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foot of nominations by other bodies, by way of elections or on an ex officio basis�  Clearly, such 
circumstances can have an influence on the gender balance of the boards in question.  I can as-
sure the Deputy, however, that I am fully committed to further promoting gender equality across 
all of the bodies and agencies funded from my Department’s Vote�

The general scheme of the national cultural institutions (National Concert Hall) Bill sets out 
that the Minister shall, to the greatest extent possible, ensure that there is an equitable balance 
between men and women in the membership of the board�  As the Deputy will appreciate, there 
is a number of different ways in which this issue can be reflected in legislation and I remain 
open to considering, in the drafting of the text of the Bill, how best to deliver on this commit-
ment to gender balance�

In general terms, the purpose of the Bill is to establish the National Concert Hall, NCH, as 
a statutory body and to put in place a governance framework that will provide for appropriate 
reporting and accounting to the Minister and onwards to the Oireachtas�  The legislation must 
stand the test of time, enabling the NCH to fulfil its functions to promote and encourage the 
performance of music to the highest standards regardless of what Minister is in place�

Additional information not given on the floor of the House

It is important to emphasise that artistic policy at the national cultural institutions has never 
been nor ever will be the remit of the Minister and this is guaranteed in the draft legislation cur-
rently being prepared�  The general scheme provides that the Minister may issue general policy 
directions on matters such as pay policy and staffing but not artistic or curatorial matters.  It 
also sets out the Minister’s role in the statement of strategy and in the approval of staffing and 
borrowing by the NCH, among other things�  I do not consider that these proposed provisions 
are an inappropriate intrusion into the business of the NCH, especially in the context of the 
significant level of State funding being provided to it.  Indeed, they are broadly reflective of the 
approach to corporate governance adopted in other legislation enacted in recent years� 

I am, of course, aware that the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Environment, Culture and 
the Gaeltacht, of which the Deputy is a member, is currently engaged in pre-legislative scrutiny 
on the general scheme of the Bill�  These issues will, no doubt, form part of the committee’s 
considerations and I look forward to receiving its report in due course and to the further debate 
which will take place on these and other matters as the Bill proceeds through the legislative 
process�

22/10/2014A00600Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl: I welcome the fact that the Minister has indicated a willingness 
to consider further the legislation as proposed�  What we have before us at present states quite 
clearly that the Minister will “endeavour, to the greatest extent practicable” to achieve an equal 
balance between men and women on the NCH board�  The phrase “endeavour, to the greatest 
extent practicable” has no legislative meaning�  It is a pretty worthless commitment and is at 
variance with what the Minister has just said in terms of indicating a strong commitment to 
working towards gender balance.  That commitment is not reflected in the text.

Additionally, the Bill as proposed provides that the board shall take policy directions from 
the Minister “in such a manner and at such intervals as the Minister may direct”�  I put it to 
the Minister that this allows for extraordinary potential to interfere in the affairs of a cultural 
institution�

22/10/2014A00700Deputy Heather Humphreys: I reiterate that I am absolutely committed to gender balance�  
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It is important that there is strong representation of both genders on all boards because decision-
making is much better when issues are viewed from different perspectives�

The legislation is at a very early stage and I am happy to engage with the committee on it�  
I am open to suggestions that will improve the legislation�  I am not looking for control but I 
am looking for accountability and good corporate governance�  I want to allow this important 
institution to continue to thrive and flourish while at the same time holding it accountable to the 
taxpayer, which is important given the level of funding it receives�  I want to make it clear that 
the legislation is at an early stage and I am very open to listening to the suggestions and views 
of Oireachtas Members because at the end of day, we all want the best possible legislation that 
will protect the taxpayer�

22/10/2014A00800Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl: Regrettably, what the Minister is saying to us today and what 
the general scheme of the Bill is saying are not one and the same thing�  Why would the Minister 
want to be in a position to direct the board of the NCH?  That the current or any future Minister 
should be in a position to direct the activities of the board is bizarre in the extreme�  Indeed, it 
is the antithesis of how a government should be treating any national cultural institution�  It also 
seems to me to be unprecedented, in the context of cultural legislation at least, that any draft 
plan or strategy would be exempt from the freedom of information process for five years, as the 
general scheme provides�  Why would the plans or strategies of the NCH be exempt from the 
FOI process?  Why would such a provision be included in the legislation?  It makes no sense�

22/10/2014A00900Deputy Heather Humphreys: As I have already said, the general scheme provides that the 
Minister may issue general policy directions on matters such as pay policy and staffing but not 
artistic or curatorial matters�  The Oireachtas Joint Committee on Environment, Culture and the 
Gaeltacht, of which the Deputy is a member, is currently engaged in pre-legislative scrutiny on 
the general scheme of the Bill�  These issues will, no doubt, form part of the committee’s report 
on the legislation�  I look forward to receiving that report in due course�  There will be much 
more debate on this legislation and I am very happy to take on board the different suggestions 
and ideas put forward by Deputies and Senators because at the end of the day, we all want an 
institution that is allowed to continue to thrive and flourish but which is also accountable to the 
taxpayer�

22/10/2014A00950National Monuments

22/10/2014A010002� Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
position regarding the historic site on Moore Street, Dublin 1� [40220/14]

22/10/2014A01100Deputy Sandra McLellan: I wish to ask the Minister to outline the current position regard-
ing the historic site on Moore Street given that time is ticking on and 2016 is nearly upon us�

22/10/2014B00100Deputy Heather Humphreys: Revised designs for the restoration of the national monu-
ment buildings at Nos� 14-17 Moore Street, and the creation of a commemorative centre to the 
leaders of the 1916 Rising on the site, were approved by my predecessor under the National 
Monuments Acts on 30 April 2014�

Consent has been granted to the owners under those Acts for the full repair and conserva-
tion of the monument buildings�  Consent had previously been refused for the demolition of any 
structures or the removal of any material from the site that dated from or before 1916�  Plans for 
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an underground car park within the boundary of the national monument site or for the demoli-
tion of the Moore Lane facades of Nos� 15 and 16 were also ruled out�

I believe that the decision made on the revised designs provides the means to secure the 
future of the national monument�  The conditions attaching to the consent will also ensure that 
the restored buildings will have a standard of finish and appearance that befits their historical 
importance�

I have recently visited the national monument and have been through the entire site�  During 
my visit I spoke to a number of the Moore Street traders who are very supportive of the plans 
for the monument and the proposals to redevelop the wider area�  I have also offered meetings 
to both of the 1916 Moore Street relatives groups next week and expect to discuss the plans for 
the national monument with them�  However, it is important to note that advancement of the 
project, which relates to a previous grant of planning permission, is a matter for the owners to 
progress in consultation with Dublin City Council�

22/10/2014B00200Deputy Sandra McLellan: The Government’s proposals to preserve and develop Nos� 14-
17 Moore Street, while welcome, are totally inadequate�  Is the Minister aware that among the 
buildings on Moore Street the developer, Chartered Land Limited, proposes to demolish, there 
are structures which predate the 1916 Rising?  However, the reason given for not conserving 
buildings on this historic site has been that these were post-1916 buildings�  These buildings lie 
both within the terrace containing the national monument and within what the Taoiseach has 
called the “lanes of history”�

The evidence exists to show that many of the structures alleged to be post 1916 do, in fact, 
predate the Easter Rising.  Is the Minister aware that the facade of No. 18 was identified as a 
pre-1916 structure that was still standing in 1916 in the conservation report that accompanied 
the environmental impact study of 2011 by Gráinne Shaffrey?  Does she realise that this key 
point was omitted from the Shaffrey battlefield report?  Will the Minister freeze the consent or-
der for the works proposed by Chartered Land Limited on and around the national monument?

22/10/2014B00300Deputy Heather Humphreys: The preservation order covers Nos� 14-17, with the objec-
tive of protecting No. 16, as the final headquarters of the leaders of the 1916 Rising prior the 
surrender�  A small number of buildings on Moore Street, in varying states of order, can be 
identified with specific events which took place within them, with No. 16 being the main one.  
It was what the then Minister was asked to save when the preservation order was being made 
in 2007�  It was also decided to preserve Nos� 14, 15 and 17�  Most of the buildings on Moore 
Street have been altered extensively since 1916 and retain little of the character of that time�  In 
light of this, the substantially intact structures at Nos. 14-17 take on a greater significance and 
the importance of their protection becomes more evident and relevant�

My remit is confined to the boundaries of the national monument site at Nos. 14-17.  Dublin 
City Council is responsible for the development of the wider area, which has been dealt with 
comprehensively by the council and An Bord Pleanála under the planning Acts since the mak-
ing of the preservation order in 2007�  The current planning permission dates from 2010�

22/10/2014B00400Deputy Sandra McLellan: Sinn Féin disagrees with the decision to grant a licence to 
Chartered Land Limited to demolish Moore Street and turn it into a shopping centre�  The deci-
sion by the Government to grant permission for the development of Moore Street to go ahead 
is tantamount to the obliteration of what the National Museum has called the most important 
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site in modern Irish history.  Will the Minister commission an independent battlefield survey as 
recommended by the Dublin City Moore Street advisory council?

22/10/2014B00500Deputy Heather Humphreys: A comprehensive assessment has already been carried out 
at my Department’s request, as part of the consent application under the National Monuments 
Act, for the proposed works on the national monument site�  The consent applicants, Chartered 
Land Limited, which owns the national monument site, was asked by my Department, in Janu-
ary 2012, to commission an assessment of the wider battlefield context of the national monu-
ment as part of the Minister’s consideration of the consent application�  The report reinforces 
the primary status of Nos� 14-17 Moore Street, most notably because of the degree to which 
pre-1916 fabric survives in association with the final critical hour of the Easter Rising and how 
these buildings stand up in contrast with the wider area�

The methodology for the assessment was drawn up and agreed in advance of my Depart-
ment’s national monument service and by the director of the National Museum of Ireland�  The 
assessment was carried out by an eminent archaeologist and historian and the Department is sat-
isfied with the quality of the research.  I do not propose to seek a further assessment of the area.  

I have no function in regard to the regulation of development, outside the bounds of the 
preservation order�  As required under the National Monuments Act, an application for consent 
in respect of the proposed works to Nos� 14-17 Moore Street was submitted to my Department 
on behalf of Chartered Land Limited in June 2001�

22/10/2014B00600National Monuments

22/10/2014B007003� Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
views on whether misleading and inaccurate information led to the signing of the consent order 
for work to take place at the national monument at Moore Street, Dublin 1; and if she will freeze 
that consent order and initiate an independent assessment of the battlefield site.  [40219/14]

22/10/2014B00800Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan: On the same theme, my question relates to the fact that mis-
leading information and misinformation led to the Minister’s predecessor signing the consent 
order�  In view of that, will the Minister put a freeze on the consent order so as to ensure there 
can be a proper, independent, comprehensive assessment of the battlefield site?

22/10/2014B00900Deputy Heather Humphreys: I do not accept the suggestion that the decision made by my 
predecessor was based on misleading or inaccurate information�

As indicated in previous replies, revised designs submitted by the owners for the restoration 
of the national monument buildings at Nos� 14-17 Moore Street and the creation of a commem-
orative centre to the leaders of the 1916 Rising on the site were approved by my predecessor 
on 30 April 2014�  The granting of the consent followed detailed consideration and appraisal 
of all relevant factors, including a formal environmental impact assessment�  A comprehensive 
assessment of the wider area was also produced as part of the consent process and full account 
was taken of it in the Department’s decision�  The methodology for the assessment was drawn 
up and agreed in advance by my Department’s national monuments service and by the director 
of the National Museum of Ireland�  The assessment was carried out by an eminent archaeolo-
gist and historian and my Department is satisfied with the quality of the research. 



22 October 2014

7

I do not propose to seek a further assessment of the area.  I am satisfied that the determina-
tion made on the consent application was not in any way influenced by misleading or inaccurate 
information and my Department has made this clear in writing in reply to correspondence on 
the matter, including to Dublin City Council�

I have recently visited the national monument and been through the entire site�  During my 
visit I spoke to a number of the Moore Street traders and they are anxious this development 
should go ahead�  They pleaded with me to do something to ensure this development goes ahead 
because the area needs redevelopment�  I told them my role is to protect the national monument 
and the decision on the development remains with Dublin City Council�  

I have also offered meetings to both of the 1916 Moore Street relatives groups next week 
and expect to discuss the plans for the national monument with them�  However, it is important 
to note that advancement of the project, which relates to a previous grant of planning permis-
sion, is a matter for the owners to progress in consultation with Dublin City Council�

22/10/2014B01000Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan: Nobody disagrees with the development of the area, because 
it has been a derelict, abandoned site and disgrace to all of our governments since 1916 or since 
after the Civil War�  However, the point is that the whole area is a monument and other buildings 
on the street, apart from Nos. 14-17, have been identified in the Myles battlefield report as hav-
ing significance in regard to the events of the Easter Rising.  For example, O’Brien’s mineral 
water building in Henry Place was occupied by the volunteers, the white house in Henry Place 
was occupied and held by Michael Collins, and Cogan’s in No� 10 Moore Street was where the 
first council of war was held and where there was an overnight stay.  The bottling stores were 
occupied by Frank Henderson and Hanlon’s, at 20-21 Moore Street, was where the surrender 
order was accepted by the volunteers, after consultation with Tom Clarke, Joseph Plunkett and 
Seán Mac Diarmada.  Therefore, there are other buildings on that street of historical signifi-
cance�  The consent order issued by the Minister will result in their obliteration�

While I fully understand the position of the street traders and respect the street trading tra-
dition, the traders can be facilitated with an appropriate development that takes account of the 
historical significance of Moore Street.  It must not be a sprawling, massive shopping centre in 
the middle of a number of other shopping centres�

22/10/2014C00200Deputy Heather Humphreys: I reiterate that a comprehensive assessment of the proposed 
works on the national monument site was carried out, at my Department’s request, as part of 
the consent application under the National Monuments Acts�  The consent applicant, Chartered 
Land Limited, which owns the national monument site, was asked by my Department in Janu-
ary 2012 to commission an assessment of the wider battlefield context of the national monu-
ment as part of the Minister’s consideration of the consent application�  The report reinforces 
the primary status of Nos� 14 to 17 Moore Street, most notably because of the degree to which 
pre-1916 fabric survives in association with the final critical hour of the Rising and how these 
buildings stand in contrast to the wider area�  The methodology for the assessment was drawn 
up and agreed in advance by my Department’s National Monuments Service and the director of 
the National Museum of Ireland.  As such, the site has been assessed by experts in the field and 
their report is on record�  On that basis, there are no plans to carry out a further reassessment�

22/10/2014C00300Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan: The comprehensive assessment was flawed and someone 
must call a halt before its mistakes are compounded�
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The Minister is to meet the relatives of the leaders of the Rising�  I ask her to tour the entire 
battlefield site with them and listen to the stories of the events that unfolded at every step of the 
way between the General Post Office and the Rotunda where the photograph of Pádraig Pearse 
surrendering was taken�  I also ask her to meet the Dublin city manager�  Someone must take 
responsibility for this issue�

While it is great that funding has been provided for the General Post Office and the former 
courthouse at Kilmainham, Moore Street is also a very important site, one which we are in dan-
ger of losing�  People used to live on Moore Street�  While it is now derelict, it has considerable 
potential for business and housing, especially given the current housing crisis�  Housing should 
be provided on the street and its historical aspects preserved�

22/10/2014C00400Deputy Heather Humphreys: I have met members of the Dublin City Council sub-com-
mittee which deals with the national monument on Moore Street�  I do not consider that the 
assessment was flawed.  The Department is satisfied that there is no basis to the suggestion 
that the previous Minister was misinformed or had inaccurate information when making his 
decisions on consents granted under the National Monuments Acts in respect of the national 
monument on Moore Street�

On Nos� 13, 18 and 19 Moore Street, my Department has dealt comprehensively with relat-
ed correspondence received from the relatives’ solicitor�  It was pointed out that these buildings 
are outside the bounds of the preservation order covering the national monument at Nos� 14 to 
17 and that the requirement for the ministerial consent to cater for their demolition only arises 
in so far as the continuation of the demolition works creates ground disturbance in the proxim-
ity of the monument that could impact on the monument�

22/10/2014C00500Maoiniú d’Eagrais Ghaeilge

22/10/2014C006004� D’fhiafraigh Deputy Michael P. Kitt den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta an 
bhfuil iarratas aici ó Chonradh na Gaeilge mar gheall ar bhuiséad caipitil de €12 milliún a chur 
ar fáil d’Údarás na Gaeltachta agus gan aon chiorrú a dhéanamh ar bhuiséad Fhoras na Gaeilge 
sa cháinaisnéis do 2015; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh�  [40303/14]

22/10/2014C00800Deputy Michael P. Kitt: Tá mé ag caint anseo mar gheall ar chothrom na féinne don 
Ghaeilge agus don Ghaeltacht i gcáinaisnéis 2015, go háirithe i gcás Údarás na Gaeltachta agus 
buiséad Fhoras na Gaeilge agus ar ndóigh iarratas ó Chonradh na Gaeilge mar gheall ar bhui-
séad caipitil €12 milliún a chur ar fáil don údarás agus ar ndóigh gan aon chiorrú ar bhuiséad 
Fhoras na Gaeilge�  Céard a dhéanfaidh an tAire Stáit faoin dá rud sin?

22/10/2014C00900Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Joe 
McHugh): Beidh soláthar caipitil de €5�687 milliún ar fáil ag Údarás na Gaeltachta ón Státchiste 
i 2015, mar aon le foinsí maoinithe an údaráis féin ó dhíol socmhainní agus infheistíochtaí�  Idir 
airgead an Státchiste agus acmhainní an údaráis féin, tá mé cinnte go mbeidh an t-údarás ag 
leanúint air ag cruthú post nua sa Ghaeltacht agus ag cosaint na bpost atá ann faoi láthair�

Tuigim go maith go bhfuil togra straitéiseach ag Údarás na Gaeltachta lena mbuiséad caipi-
til a mhéadú thar thréimhse ama ón leibhéal reatha de €5�687 milliún go €12 milliún in aghaidh 
na bliana�  Tuigim fosta go gcuirfeadh méadú mar sin ar chumas an údaráis 300 post breise a 
chruthú in aghaidh na bliana�  Leanfaidh mé orm ag déanamh cás láidir chun tacú leis an éile-
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amh sin sa tréimhse amach romhainn�

Is áisíneacht den Fhoras Teanga é Foras na Gaeilge agus is í an Chomhairle Aireachta Thu-
aidh-Theas a cheadaíonn a buiséad�  Tá sé aontaithe ag na Ranna Airgeadais Thuaidh agus 
Theas go gcaithfidh na forais tras-teorann go léir sábháiltí éifeachtúlachta de 4% ar a laghad in 
aghaidh na bliana a chur i bhfeidhm ar bhonn carnach thar an tréimhse 2014 go 2016�  Toisc 
go ndearnadh laghdú 7% ar an soláthar don Fhoras Teanga sna Meastacháin i 2014, tá mé sásta 
a chur in iúl nach bhfuil ach laghdú 1% le cur i bhfeidhm ar allúntas an Státchiste don Fhoras 
Teanga in 2015�  Ciallaíonn sé seo gurb é €13�444 milliún an tsuim iomlán atá ar fáil don Fhoras 
Teanga ó mo Roinn faoi réir chomhaontú na Comhairle Aireachta Thuaidh-Theas�

22/10/2014C01000Deputy Michael P. Kitt: Gabhaim buíochas leis an Aire Stáit as ucht an fhreagra sin faoin 
laghdú 1% ar bhuiséad an Fhoras Teanga ach is í an cheist a bhí agamsa ná an t-iarratas ó Chon-
radh na Gaeilge mar gheall ar €12 milliún a chur ar fáil�  Bhí ísliú ar an mbuiséad caipitil don 
údarás ó €22 milliún sa bhliain 2007 go €6 milliún in 2012�  Sin laghdú 74%�  An bhfuil a fhios 
ag an Aire Stáit go mbeidh sé deacair poist nua a chruthú agus infheistíocht a dhéanamh de 
bharr an laghdaithe sin?  Faoi láthair tá 7,000 post lánaimseartha cruthaithe ag an údarás agus 
deir sé agus an conradh go gcaithfí buiséad an údaráis a mhéadú go €12 milliún chun 1,000 post 
nua a chruthú sna trí bliana atá romhainn�  An mbeidh an t-údarás in ann na bpost sin a chruthú 
gan an t-airgead a bheith ar fáil?

22/10/2014C01100Deputy Joe McHugh: Táim cinnte go bhfuil an fhadhb seo ann�  Thit buiséad Údaras na 
Gaeltachta ó €18 milliún i 2008 agus go €6 milliún anuraidh�  Aontaím go bhfuil fadhb ann agus 
chonaic mé le mo shúile féin i rith an tsamhraidh an sárobair atá á déanamh ag Údarás na Gael-
tachta�  Tá ceangal mór idir Údarás na Gaeltachta agus na comhlachtaí i gceantair Ghaeltachta, 
agus mar shampla ag tús na seachtaine bhí scéal ollmhór ann i nDún na nGall, i mo cheantar 
féin�  Méadóidh Randox Teoranta a lucht oibre ó 70 oibrí go 500 thar na blianta atá romhainn�  
Sin sampla den cheangal mór atá ann idir Údarás na Gaeltachta agus na comhlachtaí�  Chuir 
mé cás láidir roimh an Aire Airgeadais, an Teachta Michael Noonan, agus roimh an Aire Caite-
achais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe, an Teachta Brendan Howlin, cúpla seachtain ó shin, roimh 
an mbuiséad agus táim ag déanamh mo dhíchill ó shin acmhainní breise a fháil faoin bpróiséas 
Meastúcháin amach anseo�

10 o’clock22/10/2014D00100

Deputy Michael P. Kitt: Tá ceist agamsa freisin maidir le Foras na Gaeilge.  Tá fios ag an 
Aire go raibh laghdú ar an mbuiséad de chuid 21% idir 2011 agus 2013 agus meastar go mbeidh 
laghdú 41% ann agus 2015 againn�  Tá deireadh le maoiníu de roinnt mhaith eagraíochtaí 
Gaeilge agus deireadh le cuid mhaith nuachtáin Ghaeilge�  Beidh ceist agam faoi na nuachtáin 
agus faoi na hirisí níos déanaí.  Tá fios ag an Aire, freisin, go bhfuil 100 aistritheoir ar phainéal 
na n-aistreoirí Gaeilge agus an cháilíocht atá acu á bhaint dóibh�  Ní dóigh liom go bhfuil sé 
sin ceart�  Beidh orthu an scrúdú a dhéanamh arís�  Níl aon mhéadú i mbuiséad an Fhorais ó 
bunaíodh é, fiú amháin i rith ré an Tíogair Cheiltigh, agus mar is eol don Aire, níl ach nuachtán 
amháin, Seachtain san Irish Independent- fágtha anois�  B’fhéidir go bhfuil pleananna eile ag 
an Aire chun é sin a réiteach�

22/10/2014D00200Deputy Joe McHugh: Maidir leis an gceist faoi Údarás na Gaeltacht, bhí mé ag caint 
faoin obair a bheidh á déanamh agam as seo amach�  Chuir mé cás láidir ós comhair an Aire 
Airgeadais, an Teachta Noonan agus an tAire Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe, an Teachta 
Howlin ag lorg acmhainní breise�  Maidir leis an gComhairle Aireachta Thuaidh-Theas agus 
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an comhaontú le mo chomhghleacaithe sa Tuaisceart, bhí agus tá comhaontú ar siúl ar bhonn 
Thuaidh-Theas�  Bhí laghdú 11% i mo bhuiséad ach bhí laghdú fosta ann sa Tuaisceart�  Sin an 
comhaontú�  Bhí taiscí eacnamaíochta ann idir thuaidh agus theas�  Sin an comhaontú�

22/10/2014D00300Deputy Michael P. Kitt: Cad é an laghdú sa Tuaisceart?

22/10/2014D00400Deputy Joe McHugh: Tá sé thart ar 4% sa Tuaisceart�

22/10/2014D00500Deputy Michael P. Kitt: Tá sé níos measa�

22/10/2014D00600Culture Night

22/10/2014D007005� Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in 
view of its roots in pre-Christian Ireland, if she will consider expanding on Hallowe’en-Sam-
hain celebrations in a manner similar to Culture Night�  [40047/14]

22/10/2014D00800Deputy Sandra McLellan: In view of its roots in pre-Christian Ireland, will the Minister 
consider expanding on Hallowe’en-Samhain celebrations in a manner similar to Culture Night?

22/10/2014D00900Deputy Heather Humphreys: My Department has no plans to become involved in or 
fund Hallowe’en or Samhain celebrations in a manner similar to Culture Night�  Most families 
already celebrate Hallowe’en�  Every house has trick or treat and one makes every effort to be 
at home when children call and to have something to give them.  Gardaí organise fireworks 
displays also and there are a great many things going on at Hallowe’en�

I am, however, pleased to advise the Deputy of a joint initiative between the National Mu-
seum of Ireland, Age & Opportunity, Poetry Ireland and Mayo County Council’s arts office 
supported by the Ulster Museum and Music Network�  The initiative is entitled “Samhain: shad-
ows, sounds and stories” and has received funding from my Department in co-operation with 
the Northern Ireland funding scheme�  It consists of a multimedia exhibition of photographs 
and creative-writing with an accompanying soundscape and it will be on display at the National 
Museum of Ireland on Kildare Street from 20 November to 7 December�  Entry will be free of 
charge�  The work has been produced by groups of older people in Belfast, Dublin and Mayo 
who created photographic, musical and written responses to the Celtic festival of Samhain�

22/10/2014D01000Deputy Sandra McLellan: I thank the Minister for her answer�  When considering the 
origins of Hallowe’en, one must look to the festival of Samhain in Ireland’s Celtic past and 
its importance as a festival that marked the end of summer and the start of winter�  Our Celtic 
ancestors celebrated Hallowe’en as Samhain - all Hallowtide - the feast of the dead that brought 
people together and which we could learn from�  Hallowe’en is an event in our calendar that we 
should look forward too�  It should be a time of celebration and a fun night for communities and 
our young people in particular�  In my home town, Youghal, we hold a festival called “Yougha-
loween Spooktacular”, which is very successful�

Regrettably, however, 31 October has become synonymous in many places across the State 
with anti-social behaviour, vandalism and drunken attacks on our emergency services�  In the 
lead-up to Hallowe’en and on the night itself many of our most vulnerable citizens are left fear-
ful in their own homes, becoming victims of the type of loutishness that on occasion can have 
serious consequences�  We must change how we celebrate Hallowe’en�  One way to achieve this 
is to learn from the traditional Celtic rituals that made the feast of Samhain an event that was 



22 October 2014

11

uniquely Irish, like one of the initiatives to which the Minister referred�  I ask the Minister to 
consider promoting initiatives and providing funding in her Department�

22/10/2014D01100Deputy Heather Humphreys: I am reluctant to do anything that would dilute the success 
of Culture Night which has grown from a relatively small cultural event staged only in Dublin 
in 2006 to a significant national cultural event with approximately 350,000 people visiting mu-
seums, galleries, historic houses, artists studios and cultural centres across the State�  Funding 
totalling €230,000 was allocated to the 2014 event and that is broadly in line with the funding 
provided in 2013�  Access to all Culture Night events is free�  Culture Night most recently took 
place on Friday, 19 September 2014 when more than 36 locations across the island participated 
in Ireland’s most popular cultural extravaganza�  A diverse mix of more than 1,400 indoor and 
outdoor events took place with something to suit every age and interest from live music and 
street performances to interactive tours and workshops�  Culture Night is very successful�  I at-
tended events in Dublin and then attended one in Clones in my own county of Monaghan�  This 
year was the first in which a Culture Night event took place in Clones and it was a great success.

I understand the Deputy’s point about Hallowe’en�  Currently, there are many organisations 
involved at local level�  I am happy to talk to the Deputy at a later stage to see if there is any-
thing we can do to support something�  Local authorities get involved and the Garda Síochána 
puts on fireworks displays.

22/10/2014D01200Deputy Sandra McLellan: I agree with the Minister that Culture Night is extremely im-
portant but it is also important to build on it�  If we are serious about ensuring a safe and enjoy-
able Hallowe’en, the Minister must provide the type of leadership that can ensure this important 
festival is celebrated in a way that is both safe and enjoyable�  This means working with local 
community groups in urban and rural settings in a planned and managed way�  I commend to 
the Minister an initiative that has proved very successful North of the Border where in recent 
years County Down’s local authority has provided funding for eco-friendly bonfire beacons.  
These are steel pyramids built on sand and filled with willow woodchips.  The beacons burn 
fiercely but safely for up to two hours significantly reducing clean-up costs and causing no en-
vironmental damage.  Bonfire beacons have greatly reduced the negative impact of bonfires on 
local communities and proven hugely popular in towns and villages across County Down and 
beyond�  Will the Minister consider looking at this initiative?

22/10/2014D01300Deputy Heather Humphreys: Gardaí have been very proactive nationally in organising 
fireworks displays and such things and must be commended for their great work.  They have 
taken the initiative over many years and organised this�  It is a great night in many towns which 
many attend.  One sees skies lit up by fireworks around the country but rather than to have that, 
gardaí organise a safe environment�  We must give them great credit�  In terms of the Deputy’s 
points, I am open to suggestions�  I would not like to encroach on the good work that is being 
done by other organisations, but I will talk to the Deputy about it�

22/10/2014E00200An Ceann Comhairle: Question No� 6 is in the name of Deputy Gerry Adams�  Deputy 
Adams has sent his apologies as he cannot be present�  We will now proceed to Question No� 
7�  I call Deputy Kitt�

22/10/2014E00225Other Questions

  Question No. 6 replied to with Written Answers.  
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22/10/2014E00250Foras na Gaeilge

22/10/2014E003507� D’fhiafraigh Deputy Michael P. Kitt den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta cén 
fáth nach bhfuil dóthain airgid ann le haghaidh na n-irisí Gaeilge éagsúla agus cén fáth go bhfuil 
deireadh leis an maoiniú do roinnt mhaith eagraíochtaí Gaeilge; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas 
ina thaobh� [40153/14]

22/10/2014E00500Deputy Michael P. Kitt: Tá ceist agam faoi airgead do na hirisí Gaeilge éagsúla agus cén 
fáth go bhfuil deireadh leis an maoiniú do roinnt mhaith eagraíochtaí Gaeilge�  Mar gheall ar 
na hirisí, bhí naoi gcinn ann - agus bhí na hirisí sin an-mhaith - ach tá deireadh curtha leis an 
maoiniú seo i mbliana�  Céard a dhéanfaidh an tAire faoin scéal seo?

22/10/2014E00600Deputy Joe McHugh: Baineann saincheisteanna maidir le hirisí Gaeilge le gnóthaí oi-
bríochtúla Fhoras na Gaeilge agus níl ról sonrach agam féin mar Aire ina leith�

É sin ráite, tuigim go mbíodh Foras na Gaeilge ag cur maoinithe ar fáil do roinnt irisí 
Gaeilge i bhfoirm chlóite nó ar líne, ina measc An Sagart, An Timire, An tUltach, Beo.ie, Com-
har, Feasta, Gaelport, NÓSmag agus SAOL�  Mar thoradh ar chinneadh na Comhairle Aireachta 
Thuaidh Theas, chuir Foras na Gaeilge socruithe nua maoinithe i bhfeidhm do na heagraíochtaí 
ceannais ón 1 Iúil 2014 agus tháinig deireadh dá réir leis an maoiniú do na hirisí a bhí ceangailte 
leis na heagraíochtaí bunmhaoinithe�

Tuigim ó Fhoras na Gaeilge go bhfuil sé mar aidhm aige pobal léitheoireachta na Gaeilge a 
spreagadh agus an iriseoireacht Ghaeilge a chothú tuilleadh trí dhíriú ar ábhar léitheoireachta 
a chur ar fáil saor in aisce ar líne�  Mar shampla, tá nuachtán seachtainiúil ar líne á fhoilsiú ag 
Tuairisc.ie faoi chonradh ceithre bliana ó Mheán Fómhair 2014; iris stíl mhaireachtála á sho-
láthar ag NÓSmag go míosúil; agus iarratais faoi scéim le haghaidh foilseachán liteartha/cúrsaí 
reatha á measúnú faoi láthair�

22/10/2014E00700Deputy Michael P. Kitt: Go raibh maith agat, a Aire Stáit�  Bhí maoiniú ó Fhoras na Gaeilge 
á chur ar fáil do na foilsiúcháin Ghaeilge�  Tá an tAire tar éis naoi gcinn a lua�  Is í an cheist atá 
agamsa ná más rud é gur chuireadh deireadh leis an maoiniú i mbliana, an bhfuil na foilsiúcháin 
go léir ar líne anois, nó an mbeidh siad ar líne, agus cén plean atá ag Foras na Gaeilge chun 
iriseoireacht Ghaeilge a chothú?  Céard a tharla don phlean chun nuachtán seachtainiúil ar líne 
a chur ar fáil?  Bhí sé sin geallta ag an Aire agus ag an Roinn�  An mbeidh níos mó ná nuachtán 
amháin ar fáil?  Mar a dúirt mé ar maidin, is é Seachtain an t-aon iris atá feicthe agamsa�  Tá 
sé i gceist ag Foras na Gaeilge scéim le haghaidh iris stíl marachtáil ar líne a chur ar fáil agus 
tá siad ag iarraidh foilsiúcháin liteartha agus cúrsaí reatha freisin�  Is í an phríomhcheist ná an 
mbeidh na hirisí seo go léir ar líne as seo amach�

22/10/2014E00800Deputy Joe McHugh: Bhí 19 eagraíocht ag fáil bunmhaoiniú ó Fhoras na Gaeilge agus 
ní raibh an córás sin inmharthana a thuilleadh�  Cheadaigh an Chomhairle Aireachta Thuaidh-
Theas socraithe nua maoinithe�  Faoi na socraithe nua seo, tá sé eagraíocht ceannas á maoiniú 
chun na Tosaíochta í Straitéiseacha i réimse ar leith a sheachadadh ar bhun uile-oileáin�  Ba 
mhaith liom buíochas a ghabháil don Teachta as ucht na ceiste mar tá díospóireacht ar siúl anois 
agus bhí díospóireacht ar siúl ag tús an tsamhraidh faoin scéal faoin idirlín agus faoi na hirisí�  
Chas mé leis na daoine atá freagrach as an iris An tUltach i rith an tsamhraidh agus fuair mé eo-
las mór faoi stair na hirise agus an eagraíocht eile�  Beidh mé i dteangmháil le Foras na Gaeilge 
faoin ábhar seo mar tá díospóireacht mhór idir, mar shampla, léitheoirí an nuachtáin The Irish 
Times nó The Irish Independent nó The Examiner i gcoinne an idirlín�  Tá The Irish Times agus 
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ar uile anseo anois ach tá díospóireacht ar siúl�  Ba mhaith liom fanacht i dteagmháil leis an 
Teachta faoin ábhar seo agus beidh mé i dteangmháil le Foras na Gaeilge freisin�

22/10/2014E00900Deputy Michael P. Kitt: Ba mhaith liom tréaslú leis The Irish Times agus The Examiner 
freisin chomh maith leis an Irish Independent�  Is í an cheist a bhí agamsa ná an scéal faoi 
láthair�  Tá ísliú ar an méid eagraíochtaí atá ann agus tá mé ag cur ceiste faoi na heagraíochtaí 
Gaeilge�  Bhí laghdú ar an méid eagraíochtaí a fhaigheann airgead ó Fhoras na Gaeilge agus 
tá ísliú 4% ar an mhaoiniú sin�  Tá 75% den mhaoiniú ó Roinn an Aire agus is dócha 25% ón 
Roinn Cultúir, Ealaíon agus Fóillíochta i dTuaisceart Éireann�  An mbeidh maoiniú breise ar fáil 
don bhFhoras le haghaidh na heagraíochtaí Gaeilge, mar tá sé soiléir go bhfuil an Chomhairle 
Ealaíon, mar shampla, ag fáil níos mó airgid - tá méadú ar an mbuiséad ansin i gcomparáid le 
Foras na Gaeilge?  Caithfimid an teanga agus an Ghaeltacht a neartú chomh maith agus is féi-
dir linn�  Déanann na heagraíochtaí seo an-obair chun é sin a dhéanamh, agus ba mhaith liom 
freagra a fháil ar an gceist sin�

22/10/2014E01000Deputy Joe McHugh: Maidir leis na hirisí, is é an t-eolas a bhí agamsa ná go raibh éileamh 
ann ach nuair a chas mé leis na daoine atá freagrach ag An tUltach, scéal difriúil a bhí acu dom�  
Dúirt siad liomsa i lár an tsamhraidh nach bhfuil mórán éilimh ann�  Mar a dúirt mé ag an tús, 
tá stair fada ag baint le gach ceann de na 19 eagraíocht atá ag fáil maoinithe�  Ba mhaith liom 
a rá arís go mbeidh mé i dteagmháil le Foras na Gaeilge�  Tá fhios agam go bhfuil An tUltach, 
mar shampla, ag lorg €8,000 sa bhliain�  Is airgead mór é €8,000 ach sin an méid atá á lorg ag an 
dream seo don iris�  Arís, beidh mé i dteagmháil le Foras na Gaeilge agus leis an Teachta fosta�

22/10/2014E01050Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme

22/10/2014E011508� Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
extent to which full and final agreement has been reached with traditional turf cutters who have 
been displaced arising from special area of conservation and national heritage areas over the 
past three years to date; if agreement has been reached in respect of any alternatives that may be 
acceptable to those wishing to exercise their turf cutting rights while at the same time meeting 
national and European criteria in respect of conservation; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter�  [40092/14]

22/10/2014E01300Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: This question relates to that old issue of displaced traditional 
turf cutters�  I acknowledge the work done by the Minister’s predecessor in this regard�  I con-
gratulate both Ministers present as this is the first occasion on which I have had an opportunity 
to raise questions with them�  I wish them well in their respective portfolios�

My question concerns this ongoing issue whereby displaced turf cutters feel disadvantaged�  
While they have been the true, traditional turf cutters, I wish to differentiate them from others 
who may not have been traditional ones�  Will the Minister consider addressing their particular 
issues?

22/10/2014E01400Deputy Heather Humphreys: I thank the Deputy for his good wishes and also for having 
raised this matter�

Some 3,017 applications for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensa-
tion scheme, applicable to raised bog special areas of conservation, have been received and 
acknowledged by my Department�  Of these, 814 applicants have expressed an interest in relo-
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cation to non-designated bogs�

Some 6,116 payments and 610 deliveries of turf have been made in respect of these appli-
cations�  In addition, 1,373 legal agreements have been returned to my Department and 1,197 
once-off incentive payments of €500 have been made in respect of these legal agreements�  
Total expenditure to date amounts to over €10�9 million since the Government introduced the 
compensation arrangements for affected turf cutters�

Since the cessation of turf cutting, the compensation scheme has been extended this year to 
raised bog natural heritage areas�  Up to 147 applications for compensation in respect of these 
sites have been received and acknowledged by my Department�  Of these, four applicants have 
expressed an interest in relocation to non-designated bogs and 68 payments have been made in 
respect of the applications received�  Progress in relocating turf cutters to non-designated bogs 
is being achieved in several cases�

Arrangements have been made as regards Clara bog in County Offaly, where 25 qualifying 
turf cutters have been accommodated on Killeranny bog, and Carrownagappul bog and Cur-
raghlehanagh bog in County Galway, where 23 qualifying turf cutters have been accommodated 
on the Islands bog and Killasolan bog.  Potential relocation sites have been identified for each of 
the remaining raised bog special areas of conservation where relocation may be required� How-
ever, relocation is a complex process with many issues to be resolved for each individual site�

  Additional information not given on the floor of the House

The draft national raised bog SAC management plan, published in January, sets out how the 
raised bog special areas of conservation are to be managed into the future and how the needs of 
turf cutters are to be addressed�  The draft plan sets out the demanding tests which must be met 
before turf cutting could be consented to within the provisions of the habitats directive.  The fi-
nal plan will clarify whether the relevant provisions of the directive could be applicable for any 
particular special area of conservation and will seek to establish whether sufficient consensus 
can be achieved at a national level to make a successful case to the European Commission for 
flexibility on this basis.

22/10/2014F00200Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: I thank the Minister for her comprehensive reply�  Has it 
been possible to identify the precise number of traditional turf cutters who do not wish to be 
relocated and would much prefer to remain where they are based in preference to compensa-
tion?  To what extent is the Quirke report taken into account and where a SAC, special area of 
conservation, might be relocated to accommodate turf cutters where available?

22/10/2014F00300Deputy Heather Humphreys: It is difficult to quantify these issues.  It is hoped to relocate 
turf cutters from Barroughter bog and Clonmoylan bog to Shragh bog and Mount Hevey bog to 
Colehill bog, Kinnegad, County Westmeath�  I can provide further information to the Deputy 
later�

The majority of those cutting turf on raised bog SACs are co-operating with my Department 
in resolving relevant issues�  Up to 3,017 applications for compensation under the cessation 
of turf cutting compensation scheme, applicable to raised bog special areas of conservation 
have been received�  Of these, 814 applicants have expressed an interest in relocation to non-
designated bogs�  Some 6,116 payments and 610 deliveries of turf have been made in respect of 
these applications�  In addition, 1,373 legal agreements have been returned to my Department 
and 1,197 once-off incentive payments of €500 have been made in respect of these legal agree-
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ments�  Total expenditure to date amounts to over €10�9 million�

22/10/2014F00400Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: The Minister will be familiar with Mouds, Carbury and 
Coolearagh, as well as other bogs, in County Kildare�  Is it possible to identify those particular 
areas where traditional turf cutters are not anxious to relocate and find a means to resolve their 
difficulties?  They are not a significant number of people but do feel aggrieved at being asked to 
relocate�  They have exercised their turbary rights over the past 60 years without interruption�  
They could be the subject matter of an assessment by the Minister’s Department with a view to 
resolution�

22/10/2014F00500Deputy Brian Stanley: The option of relocating turf cutters from Coolrain bog to Bal-
laghmore bog was examined by the former Minister but it is now out of the equation�  The draft 
raised bog management plan stated only 1 ha of degraded raised bog can be restored at Coolrain 
bog�  Will she examine this and exercise the possibility under Article 6�4 of the habitats direc-
tive which Alan Seatter of the European environment directorate general in Brussels, confirmed 
to me can be used?  There is flexibility and the turf cutters at Coolrain bog want to have a cred-
ible plan�  If the Minister leaves this to the NPWS, National Parks and Wildlife Service, and 
civil servants, it will not be solved�  She is new in the Department�  Will she grab this issue by 
the scruff of the neck to solve this problem?

22/10/2014F00600Deputy Heather Humphreys: There are turf cutters who do not want to relocate and make 
the argument they should be allowed to continue cutting at a certain bog�  In one instance, I 
asked officials to meet with the people in question to explain to them the full issues.  The only 
way to resolve this is through engagement�  Much progress has been made already but we need 
to deal with these individual cases through engagement on the ground�  I want to work with 
everyone to resolve these issues�  A lot of money, €10�9 million, has been spent on this already�  
We need to work together to resolve the remaining issues�

22/10/2014F00650Hare Coursing

22/10/2014F007009� Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
reason no action was taken to sanction those coursing clubs mentioned in reports (details sup-
plied) who made the work of rangers very difficult in checking that the rules and regulations as 
per the licence are applied; the reason the meetings at both venues went ahead this year with no 
sanctions in relation to the breaches the previous year; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter�  [40060/14]

22/10/2014F00750Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan: This question relates to sanctions against coursing clubs 
which are in breach of regulations�  Instead of sanctions, licences were given recently to them�

22/10/2014F00800(Deputy Heather Humphreys): Licences were issued by my Department in August 2014 
under the wildlife Acts to the Irish Coursing Club on behalf of their affiliated clubs to facilitate 
the tagging and capturing of hares for the purpose of hare coursing for the 2014-2015 coursing 
season.  Where resources allow, officials of the NPWS attend coursing meetings on a spot-
check basis to monitor compliance with conditions on the licences granted by my Department�  
Veterinary officials from the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine also attend some 
meetings on an annual basis�

The reports of officials from my Department who attended the two coursing meetings re-
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ferred to in September and October 2013 indicated there was a lack of co-operation with them 
in the course of their duties, an issue which I take very seriously�  Following engagement with 
the clubs in question and with the Irish Coursing Club, the body that oversees individual cours-
ing clubs, written assurances were provided to my Department that both clubs would fully co-
operate with officials of my Department at all times and that they would adhere to all licence 
conditions�  On the basis of these assurances, I decided not to impose sanctions against the clubs 
on this occasion�  At the same time, both clubs have been issued with written warnings that any 
further transgressions, especially relating to lack of co-operation with NPWS officials, would 
result in my Department imposing future sanctions against the clubs�

It is clear this approach has worked satisfactorily to date�  A meeting of one of the clubs 
which took place last month was attended by a conservation ranger who reported that there was 
full co-operation forthcoming�  The meeting of the other club, due to take place this week, will 
also be monitored by officials from my Department.

22/10/2014G00100Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan: Not granting a licence this year would certainly have en-
sured better acknowledgement of the conditions�  It was horrifying to read the reports�  As the 
Minister said, the lack of co-operation and the incidence of intimidation were specifically men-
tioned in one report while the other report mentioned serious issues�  The ranger was unable to 
verify if a number of hares had been released, 39 hares were unaccounted for and the ranger had 
no idea what had happened to those�

There are serious issues around coursing and I am very well-known for being against live 
hare coursing�  Reports from previous years indicate the occurrence of serious breaches and the 
only way to bring home the point and to ensure serious breaches do not occur is for licences to 
be revoked�  Will the Minister consider this and bear in mind that Ireland is one of a very small 
minority of countries that allow live hare coursing?  Will the Department consider an investiga-
tion into the use of drag hare coursing, as is the case in other countries?

22/10/2014G00200Deputy Heather Humphreys: The matter was brought to my attention and I discussed it 
with the officials concerned.  I decided that in the circumstances the Department should write 
to the clubs and I also spoke to some representatives from the clubs�  I listened to both sides and 
I discussed it with the officials.  I wrote to the clubs asking them to give me assurances, which 
they did, that this would not happen again�  I made it very clear to them that if it did happen, 
they would be sanctioned immediately�  One coursing meeting was held and everything was in 
order and according to plan�  The personnel there were quite happy with the way the event was 
carried out.  Another event is planned for this week and the official will be in attendance.  My 
letter expressed my serious concerns but the issue was resolved by means of dialogue and the 
coursing event was allowed to go ahead in a safe and proper manner�

22/10/2014G00300Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan: I remind the Minister that there have been reports of breach-
es every year, not just this year�  The clubs are assuring the Minister with their words but we 
shall see�  We know about empty vessels making the most noise�  They are giving the Minister 
these assurances but I am in no doubt there will be breaches this year�

Is it not somewhat perverse that the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht is licens-
ing a so-called sport but which is deliberate animal cruelty?  This cruelty begins from the time 
the hares are collected with the use of nets on various offshore islands and other places in the 
country and are brought into these coursing fields.  There is documented evidence every year of 
the injuries and killings of hares in a most cruel way and reports of injuries to the greyhounds�  
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The Minister stated in a media report that the persecution of wildlife is intolerable, but this is 
persecution of wildlife and I do not think it has any place in a Department of Arts, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht, nor has it any place in a country that is supposed to value animal welfare�

22/10/2014G00400Deputy Heather Humphreys: The approach I took in this case worked satisfactorily�  The 
control of live hare coursing, including the operation of individual coursing meetings and man-
aging the use of hares for that activity, is carried out under the Greyhound Industry Act 1958, 
which is the responsibility of my colleague, the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine�  
While I understand that many individuals are opposed to hare coursing, there is no evidence that 
coursing has a significant effect on hare populations.  The decision to issue the licences took 
into consideration that favourable conservation status of the hare as detailed in the report on the 
status of European Union protected habitats and species in Ireland which was provided to the 
European Commission in 2013.  Hares can show significant inter-annual fluctuations in popu-
lation and recent estimates indicate that the Irish hare population varies from approximately 
250,000 to more than 500,000�

Regional management staff of the National Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department 
monitor compliance with the conditions of the annual licences issued to the Irish Coursing Club 
as resources allow�  During the 2013-14 coursing season, 37% of meetings were monitored by 
officials from my Department.  In addition, as stated in my reply to the Deputy, veterinary staff 
from the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine carry out some monitoring inspec-
tions during the coursing season to verify compliance�

22/10/2014G00450Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Relocation Options

22/10/2014G0050010� Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
she will provide an update on relocation sites here; the way she proposes to resolve the debacle 
that is going on for 17 years regarding the 53 so-called special areas of conservation complexes; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter� [40149/14]

22/10/2014G00600Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice: Will the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht pro-
vide an accurate update on relocation in respect of turf cutting?  The Minister knows that I make 
the assertion that no issue in respect of turf cutting and relocation has been resolved in 17 years�  
The Minister is not long in her new job and I wish her luck, but I do not want the same stuff as 
I have listened to down through the years about this, that and the other issue solved, when what 
matters is that the issue has not been solved.  The Minister referred to figures of 1,300 people 
who have signed up and the figure of 6,000 relates to a period of four years.  The figure of 1,300 
people is out of a total of 9,000 people�  Will the Minister please give me an accurate update be-
cause I do not want to hear what the Department has always given me down through the years?

22/10/2014G00700Deputy Heather Humphreys: I congratulate Deputy Fitzmaurice on his recent election to 
Dáil Éireann�  It is always a great honour to represent the people of one’s county and constitu-
ency�  I was very pleased to note that the morning before he came to the Dáil, he had time to 
feed his cattle�  I wish him well in his new position�

Since this Government has come into office, major efforts have been made to solve the is-
sue of the protection of Ireland’s raised bog special areas of conservation within the framework 
of the EU habitats directive�  This has included intense engagement with turf cutting interests, 
farmers, non-governmental organisations and with the European Commission�  A long-term 
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compensation scheme was introduced to compensate cutters for their loss�

The draft national raised bog SAC management plan was published in January�  It sets out 
how the raised bog special areas of conservation are to be managed in the future and how the 
needs of turf cutters are to be addressed�  The draft plan sets out the demanding tests which 
must be met before turf cutting can be consented to within the provisions of the directive�  The 
final plan will clarify whether the relevant provisions of the directive can be applicable to any 
particular special area of conservation and will seek to establish whether sufficient consensus 
can be achieved at a national level to make a successful case to the European Commission for 
flexibility in accordance with Article 6(4) of the directive.

This national raised bog SAC management plan responds to the central recommendation 
of Mr� Justice Quirke arising out of the 2012 peatlands forum�  Notwithstanding the complex-
ity involved, progress in relocating turf cutters to non-designated bogs is being achieved in a 
number of cases, and arrangements have been made for Clara bog in County Offaly, where 25 
qualifying turf cutters have been accommodated on Killeranny bog, and Carrownagappul bog 
and Curraghlehanagh bog in County Galway, where 23 qualifying turf cutters have been ac-
commodated on the Islands bog and Killasolan bog�  Works have been undertaken on Leman-
aghan bog in County Offaly with a view to facilitating turf cutters from Moyclare bog�  Works 
are also under way in Cloonabricka bog in County Galway to facilitate additional cutters relo-
cating from Carrownagappul and Curraghlehanagh bogs�  Potential relocation sites have been 
identified for each of the remaining raised bog special areas of conservation where relocation 
may be required�  When relocation sites have been assessed as suitable, my Department has 
been seeking expressions of interest from turf cutters with a view to them moving to these sites�

As pointed out on many occasions, this is a very complex issue with each site having its 
own challenges�  Final resolution will only be achieved by everyone working - within the law 
- with my Department and with the Peatlands Council which was established with the purpose 
of ensuring input from all stakeholders�

22/10/2014H00100Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice: It is a dismal record that after 17 years under various Gov-
ernments, 48 people of the 9,000 cutting turf in these bogs have been accommodated by the 
Department�  This is the Department’s achievement�  Governments love to look at parts of what 
Mr� Justice Quirke stated in his report�  He stated new faces were needed, as was a new way of 
resolving matters�  There are no new faces�  I do not blame the Minister�

22/10/2014H00200An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy’s time is up�

22/10/2014H00300Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice: I blame the National Parks and Wildlife Service which, for 
the past 17 years, has given bad information to Ministers and tried to terrorise the people of 
rural Ireland�

22/10/2014H00400An Ceann Comhairle: I will let the Deputy back in�

22/10/2014H00500Deputy Heather Humphreys: The Government has put in place more resources and great-
er effort to resolve the issue of protecting Ireland’s raised bog special areas of conservation than 
any Government which went before�  This includes the establishment of a substantial compen-
sation scheme of which the vast majority of active cutters have availed�  More than €10 million 
has been paid out by the Government�  The Peatlands Council was established to facilitate the 
views of all stakeholders, and we have a comprehensive policy framework, including a draft na-
tional peatlands strategy and a draft national raised bog SAC management plan.  Once finalised, 
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these will give certainty to all stakeholders about the Government’s views on the future of our 
peatlands and how our SAC raised bogs are to be managed�  There is no denying the complex-
ity of the issues involved�  Issues can only be resolved by working together within the law and 
not outside it�

22/10/2014H00600Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice: I agree that talking can resolve issues, but if only 48 people 
have been accommodated over the past 17 years, where will we be after the next 17 years?  The 
people who want to cut turf do not want the money and the people in the Department must get 
this into their heads�  People have cut turf and will continue to do so if the people in the Depart-
ment keep burying their heads in the sand�

I am well aware of local authorities on tight budgets rationing funds to provide the best road 
surface to taxpayers, especially in the west�  I have spoken to directors of services throughout 
the country on the issue of roads who are almost crying on the phone because of what the Min-
ister’s staff are doing to them�  When a road is being built, it seems it is less important than the 
bird or the ditch which is a so-called SAC�  I challenge the SACs because I have asked for ten 
years for proof that these areas are SACs�  In several parts of Ireland the Department’s staff 
in the National Parks and Wildlife Service are terrorising local authority staff trying to build 
roads-----

22/10/2014H00700An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy’s time is up�

22/10/2014H00800Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice: -----as efficiently as possible.  Will the Minister address this 
situation-----

22/10/2014H00900An Ceann Comhairle: Sorry, Deputy�  This is why we have clocks�

22/10/2014H01000Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice: -----because it is taxpayers’ money going down the drain?

22/10/2014H01100Deputy Heather Humphreys: We must work within the law�  The habitats directive was 
transposed into Irish law after being passed in Europe in 1992�  We must abide by it�

22/10/2014H01200Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice: Tell me where the SACs are�

22/10/2014H01300Deputy Heather Humphreys: We must abide by this law�  I met the Deputy with a delega-
tion of turf cutters from my constituency and I will be happy to meet him again to discuss the 
specific matters he wishes to discuss regarding turf cutters.  The Deputy was the chair of the 
Turf Cutters and Contractors Association�  Given his involvement and his obvious expertise in 
this area, I urge him to work with the Department to resolve the outstanding issues�  He must 
accept the bogs are a very important part of our natural heritage and we have agreed and are 
committed to preserving them.  We must find a solution which is within the law.

Written Answers follow Adjournment.

22/10/2014H01500Financial Resolutions 2015

22/10/2014H01600Financial Resolution No. 3: General (Resumed)

Debate resumed on the following motion:
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THAT it is expedient to amend the law relating to customs and inland revenue (including 
excise) and to make further provision in connection with finance.

- (Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation)

22/10/2014H01800An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: The next speaker is Deputy Durkan who is sharing time with 
Deputy Kyne�

22/10/2014H01900Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: I am delighted to have an opportunity to speak, although it 
would take much more than the time available to me to discuss the range of issues which have 
been dealt with in the country over the past three and a half years and the magnitude of the task 
handed to the present Administration�  I acknowledge the efforts of the people, particularly dur-
ing the past three and a half years when the almost insurmountable task was handed to them of 
bearing up under the financial burden thrust upon them through no fault of theirs.  I congratulate 
the Government, collectively and individually, on the way in which it handled the issue�  Mem-
bers of the Government could have run away from their responsibilities, pretended it did not 
happen and continued down the road advised by some and borrowed more money, lashed it out 
and assuaged the population on this basis�  They could have addressed the issue raised by those 
who called it austerity�  They did not�  They were responsible and did their job�  They did their 
accounting properly and put forward and implemented proposals which were sustainable and 
remedial�  This needed to be done�

Against this were those who call themselves anti-austerity�  They come in a variety of shapes 
and sizes on the other side of the House�  They stated there was no need for this austerity and 
what we wanted was more stimulus, in other words, more borrowing�  Little thought was given 
to the fact there was no place from which we could borrow�  Our credit rating was gone�  I can-
not understand for the life of me why people still come forward and state what we need is more 
stimulus�

We have another contradiction at present, which is that perhaps this is the wrong budget for 
now�  The reason for this is some of these commentators have been so wrong so often about 
so much, they are afraid to adopt a position on any side on anything any more, and rightly so�  
They are discredited�  I say well done to the Government, especially the Minister for Finance, 
on a difficult job and a great result so far.  There is much more to be dealt with in the future.  It 
remains to be seen the extent to which that commitment and support for it will remain in the 
future�

It has been said in the past of certain issues that one could not see the wood for the trees�  
At least we can see the trees now�  The national ship has been hauled off the rocks and is now 
drying out before the next move ahead.  Three, four or five years ago that was not so.  Some 
people on the other side of the House repeatedly say this Government is the same as Fianna 
Fáil, the Green Party, the Progressive Democrats and all those people who came before us�  
What does that mean?  It simply means that this Administration had to do things that the previ-
ous Administration did with money�  This Administration had no money with which to do it and 
no borrowing facilities available to it�  It is a great tribute to the Minister for Finance that he 
has managed in the face of all these difficulties to achieve the kind of credit rating that we now 
have internationally while at the same time being able to go forward with reasonable growth 
expectations for the future�

One feels sympathy towards those who remain prophets of doom and gloom because they 
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have been continually wrong�  It is sad when people are wrong all the time�  There are those who 
have, for example, introduced the word “austerity”, a kind of dirty word�  Austerity is some-
thing a government introduces when it has options and when it can decide to inflate its economy 
by introducing particular measures�  Frequently during the lifetime of previous administrations 
we were told that everything was controlled from Brussels, that because we could not change 
interest rates we could do nothing, and that credit and everything else were out of our hands 
and dealt with elsewhere�  However, when the crunch came, it soon became possible to do all 
these things ourselves - all these things that could not have been done before�  It is remarkable 
and, as the Minister for Finance said, it was not a miracle but it was done with great effort and 
concentration by a great number of people�

A few issues still need serious and urgent attention�  I do not have time to deal with them at 
present, but water and housing are two such issues�  For 20 years I have been tabling parliamen-
tary questions - they are there on the record for all to see - asking when we would have a proper 
investment programme to provide a sustainable supply of domestic drinking water incorporat-
ing adequate treatment works�  All we hear from the other side is how outrageous it is that it 
actually costs money.  If they can find somebody who can produce a commodity of that nature 
without the requirement to pay, I want to hear about it�  Even Archimedes could not do that and 
he came before my time�

22/10/2014J00200Deputy Finian McGrath: The Deputy should be made a Minister after that�

22/10/2014J00300Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: I have been there�

22/10/2014J00400Deputy Seán Kyne: I welcome the opportunity to say a few words on the budget, the first, 
hopefully, of a series of budgets that will start giving money back to people�  As the previous 
speaker and the Minister have said, this is not by accident�  It is because of the work we have 
done over recent years to correct our finances that we are in a position to do this.  We have got 
our deficit under control.  That is because of the growth in the economy in recent years which 
has occurred because of the series of measures introduced in the tourism and other sectors to 
boost growth�

I welcome some of the budget’s taxation changes�  Obviously, work must pay and the budget 
measures are designed to help working families, including raising the standard rate tax band by 
€1,000; cutting the top rate of income tax from 41% to 40%; and the changes in the USC re-
ductions, including increasing the bands at which people become liable to pay the USC�  Many 
people have an aversion to paying tax but especially the USC, which is regarded as a temporary 
tax, an austerity tax and even a Fianna Fáil tax�  Over the forthcoming years it is important that 
we see a gradual reduction in the USC�

The pension levy has been used over a number of years to boost job growth and it has had 
a positive effect on the sectors for which it was used�  We have seen growth in those sectors - 
tourism and hospitality�  It has worked and it is now time to end that levy�  I welcome the com-
mitment that it will be abolished at the end of next year and reduced from 0�75% to 0�15% in 
2015.  In the area of social protection, there has been an increase in child benefit and we need to 
push on with the housing assistance payment which helps a person with housing costs�  Unlike 
the rent supplement, something needs to be provided after a person takes up a job�

I have mentioned the tourism sector which is very important in my constituency, Galway 
West, and along the west coast�  We have seen the success of the wonderful initiative that is 
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the Wild Atlantic Way, introduced by the previous Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport�  
This has been hugely successful along the west coast�  The 2015 edition of the Lonely Planet’ 
guide has cited the Wild Atlantic Way as one of the “must see” places in the world, which will 
be very positive�  The 9% VAT rate introduced in 2011 has been a huge success in terms of the 
hospitality and tourism sectors�  There was a big campaign to retain it and I am very happy that 
it has been retained�  As the Minister said, it is important that those reductions are passed on to 
consumers�

I also welcome the decision not to increase excise duty and its impact on the drinks indus-
try�  I raised this matter in the Dáil in the week before the budget�  It is not that I am promoting 
alcohol or anything like that, but I cited the importance of supporting the retention of jobs and 
creating more jobs particularly in our rural pubs which in many ways form the mainstay of the 
tourism sector�  They are also a focal point for rural areas in many of which the population is 
falling�

I welcome the funding for the sports capital grant which is very successful�  One cannot 
have enough money for sports capital grants, which is highly sought finance.  It is very impor-
tant for clubs to put in place much-needed sports and community facilities�

The previous speaker mentioned housing�  We have a housing shortage and we know that 
building houses creates jobs�  Any initiatives that can boost and stimulate the construction sec-
tor are to be welcomed�  I welcome the commitment of €2�2 billion for social housing in the 
coming years�  It is very important that this money is provided�  The home renovation initiative 
has been extended to tenants to allow them to renovate the houses they are letting up to the end 
of 2015�  The standard of some of the accommodation in the rental market is not good enough�  
Hopefully this scheme will allow people to do up houses for that market�  I also welcome the 
living city initiative, on which discussions with the EU are at an advanced stage, to help regen-
erate urban areas and safeguard architectural heritage in Galway and other cities�  I commend 
the range of taxation measures in the agricultural sector to stimulate our most important primary 
indigenous industry�

22/10/2014J00500An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I call Deputy Ross, who is sharing time with Deputies Fin-
ian McGrath, Seamus Healy and Richard Boyd Barrett�

22/10/2014J00600Deputy Shane Ross: From this side of the House I always struggle to find measures in the 
budget that I welcome�  However, people on all sides of the House should welcome the proposed 
abolition of the pension levy�  It is a bit like congratulating a highwayman on stopping robbing 
carriages.  It caused great hardship to many people and was unjustified if not unlawful.  On this 
side of the House we should acknowledge the Government’s realisation that it was wrong�  It 
caused great pain to many people who depended upon these savings for their existence�

The Government has been able to do remarkable things in the budget�  The most pecu-
liar feature of it was the debate coming up in the past few weeks where the figures suddenly 
changed and from it having a choice between cutting expenditure or increasing taxes by a di-
minishing amount, suddenly it found it could give some money away�  We have to ask why this 
happened and why it happened so suddenly�  The answer of course lies in the Minister’s Budget 
Statement, in which he came out with some sensational and spectacular growth rates�  He is not 
alone in that - they came from the Department of Finance�  I believe his growth rate projection 
was 3�9% following the budget measures - it was 3�6% before that�  It has to be asked how the 
growth rate projections changed so suddenly and whether they are questionable�
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The basis of the entire budget will be undermined if these growth rates are not correct�  The 
Minister is not alone�  IBEC, an organisation that is not particularly reliable in any way and 
one I would not commend to people to study for their thesis on economics, changed its growth 
rate projection for next year from 3�1% to 6�1%  in the space of three months, which is utterly 
extraordinary�  The Central Bank is more conservative saying the growth rate will be 3�5% 
while the ESRI says it will be 5�3%�  The Minister and the Department of Finance have come in 
somewhere in the middle at just under 4%�  How and why has this happened?  Are there dangers 
in this?  If a growth rate projection can change from 3.1% to 6.1% in three months and the first 
projection is unreliable, like the initial projections from other sources, then surely the current 
projections we are relying on are just as vulnerable to being changed or to not being reliable in 
the future�

  The basis for the projections is the US and UK economies because while the Minister said 
last Tuesday that the economic growth rate next year would be 3�9%, later in the week bad news 
came out of Germany, France and almost the entire eurozone area�  Germany is on the verge of 
recession, France is missing all its targets and other European countries such as Italy are not liv-
ing up to the expectations the European Commission has asked of them�  Europe is contracting 
while Ireland apparently has a rocketing growth rate�  It sounds unnatural but the explanation 
for this lies in the fact that the US and UK economies were up to recently the best preforming 
economies in the western world�  Ireland has relied on them because we luckily have a large 
proportion of our trade with them, which is unusual for a European country�  We are expanding 
in that direction and that is expected to continue next year�

  However, as the Minister outlined in his Budget Statement, the stock markets of the world 
were taking fright the same day�  The stock markets, which we are told rightly by Deputy Hig-
gins are the masters of our destiny rather than ourselves, were saying they were spooked by 
the prospects for the US, in particular, because of bad retail figures last week, and the UK for 
other reasons�  If the US and UK economies do not perform to the expectations of the budget 
arithmetic, Ireland will be in trouble as well because these economies will not fuel the export-
led growth predicted in the budget�  That is a serious danger, which was signalled to us by the 
stock markets last week�

22/10/2014K00200Deputy Finian McGrath: I am grateful for the opportunity to contribute to the debate�  It is 
a pity that Mr� Austerity himself, Deputy Bernard Durkan, is not in the House�  It was interesting 
to hear him praise austerity in his contribution because I thought the Government was claiming 
that this would be the last of the austerity budgets�  However, I wonder whether people such as 
Deputy Durkan who talk like that are living in the real world�  They refer to the end of the aus-
terity�  They should say that to the long-term unemployed, the disabled, the low paid and all our 
senior citizens�  They know the reality of austerity on the ground and the real pain people have 
suffered over the past number of years and they know we have a less equal society, particularly 
following the budget�

There has been no focus on the issue of services for people with disabilities in the budget 
and there was no climbdown on the respite care grant�  That could been considered�  Many 
people with disabilities live in poverty while a significant number of them who are well quali-
fied are unable to secure employment.  A deaf man attended my clinic recently and he com-
mented that he was “coursed” out�  He is a man in this 30s who is fed up doing courses and he 
would love to get back into the workforce�  I also met a person with cerebral palsy who is highly 
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qualified having done loads of courses and who would love to get an administrative job.  These 
people have been going around for the past two or three years looking for an opening, which is 
not acceptable�

On the broader issue of the economy, the Government says it will support small businesses, 
the low paid and the poor�  The haulage industry, which employs approximately 50,000 people, 
is being hammered by motor taxation�  Industry representatives sought a meeting with the Min-
ister for Transport, Tourism and Sport but he did not want to meet them to discuss the issue and 
they had to block Dublin Port to highlight their case�  It is a national scandal that 2,000 people 
who worked in this industry have had to move to other European countries and beyond because 
of the high tax rates on their businesses�  The 50,000 jobs in the industry are an important part of 
the economy�  The Minister and the Taoiseach need to wake up and talk to these people before 
they are forced to block Dublin Port again�  It is not an option to say: “I am not going to talk 
to them�”  They have to face the reality that jobs are at stake�  The notion of supporting small 
and medium-sized business should have been considered in the budget because many of them 
employ between five and ten people.

This is another disappointing and regressive budget�  It widened the gap between rich and 
poor by €499 a year�  The gap between the disposable income of a single unemployed person 
and a single person in work on €50,000 a year was measured�  For example, the budget will 
result in a 90 cent a week increase in income for an unemployed single person while giving 
€14�30 a week to a single person earning €75,000 annually�  Does the Minister call that a fair 
and responsible budget?  An unemployed couple will receive €1�51 a week or €78�52 a year 
extra while a couple with two earners on €125,000 a year will receive an additional €23�50 a 
week or €1.225.64 a year as a result of the budget changes.  These figures are being ignored in 
the debate�  There is a huge gap between the rich and poor in this society and it was not bridged�  
The Minister had an opportunity to do something for the poor and the long-term unemployed 
and to restore the respite care grant for families of people with disabilities�  The Government 
cannot say this is a positive budget when many important measures could have been taken�  
This is why I strongly oppose the budget�

22/10/2014K00300Deputy Seamus Healy: This is the fourth regressive budget in a row introduced by the 
Government, which is deeply disappointing�  It is a slap in the face to families who simply have 
had enough and who cannot make ends meet�  As previous speakers said, according to Social 
Justice Ireland, the gap between rich and poor has widened by €499 a year�  This measures the 
gap between the disposable income of a single unemployed person and a single person in work 
earning €50,000 a year�  The gap is higher when higher salaries are taken into account�  As a 
result of this and previous regressive budgets, those who took the greatest hits during the reces-
sion have been left behind again and priority has been given to reducing the top income tax 
rate, favouring the wealthy in our society�  The two groups particularly badly impacted by the 
budgets from 2008 to 2015 are families dependent on social welfare, who lost approximately 
12�5% of their income, and working poor families, who lost approximately 11�5% of their in-
come�  This budget does nothing to reverse their situation�  Indeed, it adds insult to injury�  

The people of Ireland are facing huge challenges�  Some 750,000 people in this country live 
in poverty�  Some 20%, or 1 in 5 children, live in poverty�  The deprivation rate is 26�9%�  We 
have 150,000 people who are long-term unemployed, 90,000 families on local authority hous-
ing waiting lists and emigration rates of huge proportions�  Up to end April this year, 21,000 
people had emigrated�  Between 2009 and 2014, 84,000 graduates left this country�  This chal-
lenge will not be met by continuous regressive budgets which favour the rich and powerful in 
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society�  It can and should be met�  All objective research indicates that Ireland is one of the 
richest countries in the world�  The problems we face are two-fold�  The super-rich in this coun-
try are coining it and we are paying approximately €8 billion per annum - which equates to the 
entire education budget - in interest on foreign debt�  These issues must be addressed if budgets 
are to be fair and we are to meet the challenges ahead�

Money to fund State job creation programmes and the restoration of services must come 
from a number of sources.  We should do first as the French have done and defy the fiscal treaty.  
The provisions of this treaty in respect of Ireland are perverse and should be reversed�  That is 
what this country needs.  We must raise income by way of significant taxes on the incomes and 
assets of the super-rich in this country and we must insist on the mutualisation of bank related 
debt�  We must stop servicing bank debt until realistic negotiations in that regard have been 
concluded�  

It has been said time and again that this country is broke�  Nothing could be further from 
the truth�  We were told not too long ago by former Minister of State, Deputy Joe Costello, that 
Ireland is the eighth richest country in the world, which is true�  The gross domestic product per 
head of population in the Republic is greater than it is in Germany, France and the UK�  Despite 
that Ireland is one of the richest countries in the EU, studies indicate that when it comes to the 
distribution of wealth Ireland is at the bottom of the table along with Greece, Romania, Bulgaria 
and Latvia�  

Significant income can be raised by way of the imposition of higher taxes on the super-rich 
who have gained from the recession in respect of their incomes and assets�

22/10/2014L00200Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: I take great satisfaction from the fact that on Saturday, 11 
October the Government’s spin and trumpeting of recovery were blown out of the water by an 
unprecedented mobilisation of 100,000 people taking to the streets-----

22/10/2014L00300Deputy Jerry Buttimer: Does the Deputy want to see people returned to work or to remain 
unemployed?

22/10/2014L00400Deputy Damien English: Did Deputy Boyd Barrett count them?

22/10/2014L00500Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: -----and saying, “We don’t buy-----

22/10/2014L00600Deputy Jerry Buttimer: Does the Deputy want to see people unemployed or in jobs?

22/10/2014L00700Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: A Leas-Cheann Comhairle-----

22/10/2014L00800Deputy Jerry Buttimer: Does the Deputy want to see people in or out of work?

22/10/2014L00900An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Deputies, please�

22/10/2014L01000Deputy Jerry Buttimer: I am asking a question�

22/10/2014L01100An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: No, Deputy Buttimer�

22/10/2014L01200Deputy Jerry Buttimer: Perhaps Deputy Boyd Barrett will answer my question as to 
whether he wants to see people in or out of work�

22/10/2014L01300Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: Stop the clock�
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22/10/2014L01400An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Deputy Buttimer please allow Deputy Boyd Barrett to con-
tinue as he has only four minutes remaining�

22/10/2014L01500Deputy Jerry Buttimer: Does Deputy Boyd Barrett want to see people working or not?

22/10/2014L01600An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: One voice, please�

22/10/2014L01700Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: The people who are sovereign made clear their views on 
all of the Government’s spin and claims of success�  They came out to declare that they have had 
enough and that all of the Government’s trickery in terms of the hated regressive water charges 
and property taxes is meaningless�  People want them abolished and to be given real relief�  The 
Government is panic stricken and back peddling at a rapid rate in the face of that rebellion on 
the streets in regard to water charges�  The people will not be fooled by the measures taken by 
Government in recent days, which were driven by panic and fear�  The Government’s spin will 
be further exposed on 1 November by, not 100,000 people on the streets of Dublin, but 100 or 
more demonstrations of thousands more people from across the country, thus reminding it of its 
real job, namely, to give genuine relief to the hundreds of thousands of ordinary families who 
are innocent of any of the crimes that led to the crisis in this country and have been battered for 
six years by this and the previous Government in terms of their being asked to continually pay 
the price�  That is the important response to this budget�

Water charges and property taxes aside, there is more dishonesty in this budget by way of 
the claims of an end to austerity�  Let us take the health budget�  Last year, the health allocation 
was €12�7 billion�  This year the allocation is €13�1 billion despite that there was a €500 million 
over-run last year�  When one adds €12�7 billion and €500 million one gets €13�2 billion�  Ac-
cording to the Department of Health, because of demographic pressures of an aging population 
it requires an additional €200 million this year�  In reality there has been a cut in the health al-
location for this year in that it will be €300 million short of what is needed to maintain services 
in the public health service�  What is the human cost of this?  I will give some examples�  April, 
a young woman, severely disabled, requires 24-7 care�  In 2013, her mother had 24, four-day, 
weekends of respite care�  She now gets only 12, 3-day weekends per annum and is at her wits 
end�  Also, her respite care grant has been withdrawn�  There is no end to austerity for her�  I am 
also dealing with two cases involving people waiting for hip replacements at Cappagh Hospital 
who have been told the waiting time for their operation is 16 months�  When I contacted the 
Minister and asked if there was anything he could do I was told there was nothing he can do�  

On education, the Department of Education and Skills requested an additional €500 million 
to deal with upward pressures of 10,000 extra children joining primary education this year�  It 
got only €60 million of that €500 million, which is a de facto cut in the resourcing per student 
in the education system�  This is against the background where one in four of our children are 
in classes of 30 or more�  When one considers that a few years ago the stated aim of the then 
Government was to have a ratio of 1:20 the current situation is a disaster�  The cuts in respect 
of SNAs and so on is leading to much greater disruption, with teachers in half of the schools in 
this country simply engaged in riot control�  

On housing, what is provided for is a joke�  It is proposed to build only 2,500 houses next 
year against the backdrop of 96,000 families on the housing waiting list�  In my area alone, 
1,200 people a year are joining that list�  This means the number of houses to be built next year 
will not even cover the number of new applicants joining the housing list never mind make a 
dent on the massive 13 or 14 year housing waiting list�  There is no end to austerity�  Auster-
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ity continues�  It is about time this Government was honest and fair with people�  It will get its 
answer on 1 November�

22/10/2014L01800An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: The next speaker is Deputy Eoghan Murphy who is sharing 
time with Deputies James Bannon, Jerry Buttimer and Dan Neville.  The Deputies have five 
minutes each�

22/10/2014M00100Deputy Eoghan Murphy: Deputy Buttimer wants a debate but he will not get one because 
that is not how this process works�

I welcome the budget and the presentation of it but I cannot welcome the process around it�  
Six years ago this country’s economy crashed and six years later, nothing has changed when it 
comes to Dáil Éireann and the way we prepare, debate and approve budgets as a Parliament�  
Where is the role of parliamentarians in this budget?  Where is the role of Dáil Éireann?  Some-
thing was presented to us as a fait accompli and we debate it after the fact�  That is not accept-
able�

People will say that these issues around Dáil reform are not that important, that they only 
matter to a few people, that they do not matter when the economy is getting better, that the 
budget seems to be a good one and people are happy with it, and that the crisis is over, but it 
matters to us in Fine Gael because we said it matters�  Prior to coming into Government, when 
we examined the problems around the economy and how they arose we did not just blame the 
bankers, the developers, the speculators and the Financial Regulator; we put the political sys-
tem at the heart of that failure�  It was in our 2011 manifesto - political failure lies at the heart of 
Ireland’s economic collapse�  In our programme for Government we said we would open up the 
process of the budget to the full glare of public scrutiny, and a senior Minister of Government 
came into the Committee of Public Accounts and said that the idea of a big-bang budget day 
was a nonsense and that someone coming into the Dáil to reveal the secrets decided by Cabinet 
on one given day was crazy�

The Government has done much that is good but if we set ourselves a standard we must 
meet that standard and hold ourselves to it�  In the simple case of having a functioning Parlia-
ment around the budgetary process, that means looking abroad and taking best practice�  In so 
many other aspects of Irish political and public life, we talk about best practice from abroad 
or best practice from the private sector yet here in the Parliament, six years after the economic 
collapse, we are failing woefully in catching up to what a modern day parliament should look 
like and how it should operate�

In terms of what that means, we need a committee dedicated to budgetary matters sitting 
on a year-round basis to examine the forecasts and determine if they are being met to see how 
budgets are being implemented, and to plan for the year ahead�  It means debating elements of 
the budget months in advance of a vote being taken on them in a dedicated committee�  That 
might be boring to some but it is necessary work�  It means Ministers coming in to the com-
mittee to defend their money requests ahead of a decision being taken on them so that all of us 
can be across the detail.  It means also an independent Oireachtas budgetary office where any 
Deputy in government or in opposition can have their ideas properly costed and then debated 
thoroughly�

It is not too radical to suggest that a member of the Opposition, be they an Independent or 
of a party, would have to have their proposals properly costed before they came in to participate 
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in the debate on the budget�  It is not too radical to suggest that a member of the Government 
backbenchers would be aware of the detail of the decisions they will be endorsing when they 
cast their vote on the budget�  Even if it is radical, we said we would do it so we should�

On the details of the budget, we have unexpected buoyancy in the economy�  That means we 
were not in a position to continue to reduce spending but to reduce taxation and increase spend-
ing�  I fear that might have been a mistake�  The caveat on this is that we have another chance 
to have this properly debated in terms of the recommendations from the fiscal advisory council, 
the warnings from the European Commission or even the opinions put forward by the Central 
Bank�  We continue to borrow to run this State and given that position and with the increased 
buoyancy, we should have injected it into one-off capital expenditure that would benefit the 
economy�  The important time to invest in capital expenditure is not at the top of the economy 
but as it begins to grow so that the economy can benefit from that expenditure and continue to 
grow in later years�

I welcome the decreases in taxation�  That was important because there is too much taxation 
in this society and because decreasing taxation in certain areas will help continue the recovery 
so that there will be more money in the economy for expenditure, but not while we are still bor-
rowing to run the State�  I would have liked to debate the possibility of a neutral budget�  I did 
not see a spending increase on the spending side�

On the spending side, I am concerned that this now signals the end of reform in the public 
sector because the necessity that was brought about by the financial crisis to cut costs and define 
efficiencies no longer exists.  Reform of child welfare is imperative.  A universal payment of 
child welfare is very difficult to stand over.  Some very wealthy individuals are getting it and 
rather than reforming that system, we increased the payment.  Having imposed the difficult 
cuts we have now undone those difficult decisions and increased the payment.  I am concerned 
about that�

I am concerned also about replacement rates�  The replacement salary some people who are 
unemployed are getting on social welfare is not an incentive for them to seek work again and 
because that is a problem in society, we have introduced an additional social welfare payment 
to encourage them back to work�  There is something perverse about that logic and it must be 
debated�

We continue to see registration fees for third level increase with no serious debate on wheth-
er the State can afford a free fees scheme at third level�  That must be discussed as well�

I understand the rationale behind the mistreatment of people who are self-employed with 
the high universal social charge applied to them but self-employed people take a huge risk�  Not 
only do they deserve a reward for that risk but the gains to the economy from them being self-
employed in terms of them starting up businesses are disproportionate�  They are much greater, 
and that must be recognised also�

22/10/2014M00200Deputy James Bannon: I spent the last week listening to the contributions of other Mem-
bers on budget 2015 with great interest.  I first entered this Chamber in May 2007 and for the 
first time in seven years I have seen the introduction of a non-austerity budget.  I am pleased 
about that and I commend the Ministers, Deputy Noonan and Howlin, for their hard work to 
date�

This is the coalition Government’s fourth budget and the measures introduced in budget 
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2015 are a clear sign that we have turned a corner in the economic cycle�  It is very important 
that this economic recovery spreads out to the regions, particularly the midlands�  After seven 
years of austerity measures, some of which were necessary for this country’s financial survival, 
there is finally light at the end of the tunnel for the Irish people.

In his contribution the Minister, Deputy Noonan, acknowledged that many people have not 
yet experienced the fruits of recovery�  He is right�  There is still a large section of society that 
needs some support from Government�  Regardless of what the Opposition says, it is clear to me 
and Members on the Government benches that the concessions in tax and welfare will benefit 
the families who have yet to feel the positive effects of economic recovery�

I have limited speaking time in this debate and as a result I will focus my comments on 
agriculture�  Budget 2015 was a very good budget for thousands of farming families and rural 
communities across the country.  For the first time since 2009, the agriculture budget has been 
increased�  The agricultural measures introduced will allow us achieve the maximum potential 
from our biggest home industry�

I come from a rural constituency where farming is the lifeblood of the community�  In past 
years there were only three routes to starting a career in farming: one had to inherit a farm, buy 
a farm or marry into a farming family�  However, thanks to measures introduced in this budget 
we are sending out a clear message that anyone who wants to do so can enter farming�

This budget will make it easier to get land into the hands of young productive farmers�  The 
50% rise in income tax exemption levels for all long-term leases is a good example of the incen-
tives we need to make land available and accessible to young farmers�  We can now realistically 
aspire to having a larger and more sustainable group of young farmers driving this industry�

I have raised the issue of farm safety many times in this House�  As a farmer I have a history 
of near misses in that regard�  As the saying goes, complacency is the enemy of success and 
when it comes to farm safety, there is no room for complacency�  Regardless of one’s experience 
or how well one knows the farm, the machinery or the animals, there is always the possibility 
of a serious or fatal accident occurring�

According to the Health and Safety Authority, farming is the most dangerous occupation in 
the country�  Unfortunately, this year’s statistics reinforce that bleak reality�  This year alone, 23 
people have been killed�  That is 23 families who have lost a loved one as a result of a farming 
accident�  I congratulate the Minister in the strongest possible manner on the announcement of 
the €12 million farm safety scheme�  The scheme is subject to EU approval but when enacted 
it will provide 40% grants to a maximum of €20,000 for safety-related farm improvements�  I 
hope this will work to reduce the number of fatalities on farms�

I also welcome the decision to retain the 9% value added tax, VAT, rate for the hospitality 
sector.  This will help create a significant number of jobs in rural Ireland.  In my home county, 
Longford, the reduction in VAT on food and tourism services since July 2011 has been a fantas-
tic success�  In Longford alone, 173 jobs have been created�  In my neighbouring county, West-
meath, a total of 412 jobs have been created since July 2011, according to the report from the 
Restaurant Association of Ireland, as a result of maintaining the 9% rate�  I believe I will be in 
a position to again tell Members of this House how decisions taken last week will have resulted 
in the creation of even more jobs in the food, tourism and hospitality sector in the midlands� 

The decision to increase the living-alone allowance to €9 a week is important, particularly 
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for those in rural Ireland�  Rural isolation has always been a serious issue and I am glad the 
Minister has recognised this and increased the allowance�  I am also very pleased to see the 
allocation of €1 million for the establishment of the rural innovation and development fund�  
Rural areas such as the midlands have yet to feel the effect of economic recovery�  This fund 
will support innovation and small scale pilot initiatives that are designed to aid our economic 
recovery�  The fund will support rural communities�  I am pleased to see it is part of the wider 
programme to support and encourage economic development in rural Ireland�

22/10/2014N00200Deputy Jerry Buttimer: I commend the budget.  After years of difficult and prudent deci-
sions it helps to relaunch the next phase of our country’s recovery�  None of us on this side of 
the House is complacent�  The model promulgated by Deputy Boyd Barrett - I am sorry he is 
not here - is one of spend, spend, spend�  We need to be prudent in our economic management, 
create jobs, and get more people back to work�  Over the past six years every household and 
family in the country has been affected.  The sacrifice the people have made has helped bring 
us to the point where we have a non-austerity budget�

As Deputy Eoghan Murphy said, we have for too long allowed a certain few to participate in 
the delivery of a budget�  I support the reform of that process�  We need an independent budget-
ary office and more oversight of how the budget is presented and to find ways in which we as 
Members of the Parliament can participate by having our ideas and suggestions costed, probed 
and analysed�  I fully support Deputy Eoghan Murphy in that regard� 

This budget is the result of a collaborative effort on the part of the Irish people and a Gov-
ernment that could steer a ship and be strong in its course of action�  It is important that people 
feel the economic benefits.  Growth of 4% means nothing to the person at home.  A reduction in 
unemployment to 11% means 70,000 jobs have been created and those people are back at work�  
This budget contains measures that will put people back to work and assist those who rely on 
social protection payments�

Members opposite are peddling a narrative that this is a budget for the rich�  Let us dispel 
that notion: the taxation measures contained in this budget are progressive�  It has prioritised 
those on low and middle incomes by taking 80,000 on low incomes out of the universal social 
charge, USC, net and increasing the income level at which the top rate of tax is paid�  Since 
coming into office this Government has relieved more than 400,000 people of having to pay 
USC.  This is the first year of a three year reform package to reduce the tax burden and which 
will have at its core the tenets of fairness, job creation and economic growth�  We have heard 
nothing but misinformation from the Opposition about the fairness of this budget�  Low-paid 
workers were prioritised�  The tax bill of a PAYE worker earning €25,000 a year will be cut by 
4�6% whereas tax on a person earning €70,000 will be cut by just 2�9%�  After this budget 80% 
of the taxes of the nation will be paid by the top 24% of earners, a fact not acknowledged by 
the prophets of doom and gloom opposite�  Under Fianna Fáil someone earning €12,000 a year 
would pay €160 in USC�  Under this Government the same person will pay no income tax, yet 
we do not hear that from Fianna Fáil�

This budget has provided much relief for people on fixed incomes and contains measures 
which help those who rely solely on social welfare payments�  I very much welcome the return 
of the Christmas bonus of 25% on the weekly payment and the new water subsidy of €100 per 
annum for all those on the household package or fuel allowance�  The budget helps families by 
increasing child benefit by €5 per month.  Working families will be helped to pay water charges 
by a tax deductible allowance up to €500 per annum at the standard rate�  I would like to see 



22 October 2014

31

reform in the cost of child care and the payment of child benefit and would very much like to 
see a White Paper of some description and a conversation on the cost of child care�

After the damage caused by Fianna Fáil, which was in Government for 12 of the past 17 
years, our sovereignty has been restored, having been betrayed by Fianna Fáil when it forced us 
into an EU-IMF bailout�  Returning the country to a position of growth, employment, prudent 
economic management and fairness has been the hallmark of this Government�

22/10/2014N00300Deputy Dan Neville: I welcome the fact that an extra €35 million has been allocated to 
the development of mental health services�  Up to this year, €90 million extra was allocated 
overall in the budgets�  We had hoped to get €15 million extra because last year we got €20 
million when we expected €35 million�  This year that sum has been allocated, bringing the 
total investment in the mental health service to €125 million since 2012 for its development and 
modernisation in line with the recommendations of the expert report, A Vision for Change�  The 
additional funding for mental health will be directed towards the continuation of the prioritised 
development and reconfiguration of the general adult teams, including psychiatry of later life 
and child and adolescent community mental health teams�  This will be delivered through fur-
ther recruitment and investment in agencies and services in order to achieve consistent service 
provision across all areas�

To put into context the low contribution this country makes toward mental health services, 
in 1986, 13% of the total health budget was allocated to the mental health services�  The low-
est point was 2011, when it was just 5�31% of the total allocation�  In 2014 this will increase to 
6�63%, which is still very low by comparison with our neighbours and European partners�  In 
England and Wales, 12% of the total health budget is allocated to the mental health services and 
in Scotland the figure is 18%.  In most other European countries the allocation is approximately 
20%�  While ours has improved in the past three years we are coming from a very low base and 
there is a long way to go�

There is a low budget, starting from a low base, for the National Office of Suicide Preven-
tion�  In 2013, the most recent date for statistics, 475 people died by suicide�  There were 65 
undetermined deaths�  Such deaths are included in the suicide statistics in the UK, in Northern 
Ireland and in most European countries.  There is a view that unidentified suicides are happen-
ing�  We often hear about single-occupancy vehicular deaths that take place without any skid 
marks being evident�  In such cases, it cannot be conclusively said that it was suicide�  We know 
that coroners are very slow to bring in suicide verdicts in cases of deaths from drowning, etc�, 
if they can avoid doing so�  This can really be attributed to the stigma around the whole area of 
mental health and suicide�  It is said that it is done to protect families�  The same problem exists 
in the UK�  I recently attended a conference at which it was mentioned that a coroner in London 
brought in 30 verdicts of accidental hanging.  Such decisions show us the difficulty associated 
with the whole area of statistics�

I would like to put together some of the figures I have mentioned.  Approximately 600 
people die each year from suicide.  In 2011, the allocation to the National Office for Suicide 
Prevention was €4 million.  That figure has been more than doubled, to €8.8 million, since then.  
It is still at a very low base�  A great deal of work needs to be done�  The same point applies in 
the case of mental health services�  Some of the additional €35 million that was allocated for 
such services this year will go the National Office for Suicide Prevention.  I urge the Minister 
and, in particular, the HSE, which manages the budget allocation, to ensure the National Of-
fice for Suicide Prevention receives several million in funding to develop the excellent work it 
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is doing�  I hope we can improve our mental health services and reduce the rate of suicide and 
deliberate self-harm�

22/10/2014O00200Deputy John McGuinness: I compliment Deputy Neville on his contribution�  The work 
he has been doing in this House and around the country to highlight the issue of suicide is to 
be commended.  Since the Deputy first raised this issue, the number of people committing sui-
cide has grown to a frightening level.  It is correct to say we are not investing sufficient funds 
in mental health to deal with all of these issues, to assist the families that are affected by these 
problems and to inform people, particularly men, about the need to talk about these matters�  
I heard on the radio yesterday that a taxi driver talked two people who were contemplating 
suicide down from a bridge in Kilkenny last weekend�  There are many other cases like that�  
The figures are not being manipulated.  As Deputy Neville said, we are not calling it the way 
it is, which is what we need to do�  Much more needs to be done�  For example, a great deal of 
money needs to be invested in the community aspect of the mental health services in my con-
stituency�  Although we are breaking down the institutionalised settings, we are not providing 
sufficient funds in the community to support the individuals and families affected by mental 
health problems�  As a result, those who are directly affected are suffering very badly in terms 
of their health and their quality of life�  We have to do much more on this issue�

I listened to the previous speakers telling us that this budget marks the end of austerity�  
They said that austerity is finished.  I have to reflect on the 2011 general election, when the out-
going Government lost 58 seats�  Undoubtedly, it was rightly punished for the view that people 
had about how the economy was handled and what had happened in their lives�  The 2011 gen-
eral election moved everything on�  The parties that are now in government promised reform�  
They said they would use their massive majority in this House to deal with all of the issues in an 
upfront manner.  People were looking forward to the fulfilment of the promises the Government 
made to the electorate.  It has not fulfilled those promises, however.  The Deputies opposite can 
dress the budget up any way they like, but when they go back to their constituencies and meet 
local authority tenants whose rents are going through the roof, will they tell them not to worry 
because austerity has ended?  It has not ended for such people�  What will they say to the 12% 
of people who are unemployed?  I remind the House that this figure would be higher if many 
members of the current generation had not left the land�  They are gone�  We can play the blame 
game, but I suggest we should look at the facts�  They have gone�  They have left the country�  
They are not here any more�  What does the Government say to those who have gone away?  Is 
there anything in this budget to attract them to come back and find jobs here?  No, there is not.  
The Deputies opposite know there is not�

22/10/2014O00300Deputy Damien English: In fairness, we cannot fix it overnight.

22/10/2014O00400Deputy John McGuinness: They know the various programmes the Government is pro-
moting within the social welfare system are not working to the benefit of the hardcore 12% of 
people who are unemployed�  Individuals are being let go from jobs, only to be replaced within 
weeks by people on the JobBridge scheme�  Real courses for real jobs are not being implement-
ed�  The Government is messing around with the statistics�  It is not actually doing anything�  
The numbers are coming down because a few jobs are being created and because the vast bulk 
of young people have left�  During the 2011 general election campaign, I was struck by the sad-
ness of grandparents who will not see their children’s children reared near them�  The reality is 
that they will probably not see them at all other than on Skype�  The reforms the Government 
promised have not been implemented and will not help those people�  As a result, people are 
even more cynical about politicians at election time�  Deputy Rabbitte let the cat out of the bag 
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when he said that regardless of what one tells the people at election time, one can do what one 
likes if one gets in�

22/10/2014O00500Deputy John Lyons: He did not say that�

22/10/2014O00600Deputy John McGuinness: The Deputies opposite promised new politics, but that is not 
new politics�  None of what they have said today is new politics�  Can they tell people involved 
in the SME sector that austerity is over?  That might apply to some businesses in urban centres, 
but it does not apply to family-run SMEs all over the country that have been in business for 
generations�  These families have spent all their savings to keep their shops and services open, 
and now they are left with nothing�  This Government, like its predecessor, has been saying it 
has given the banks €3�5 billion this year to lend to the SME sector�  The banks are not lending�  
They are spoofing.  They are telling the Government porkies and the Government is taking them 
on board�  Why does it not tell the banks not to act in this manner?  Where is the bank that the 
Government said it would put in place for the SME sector?

I am talking about companies on the high street that provide two, three or four jobs in local 
communities�  They cannot get the money they need to stay open�  They are pushed to the pin 
of their collars�  The Government is doing nothing about it�  This is happening on the Govern-
ment’s watch�  It should tell AIB that it wants to see weekly returns on the investments it is mak-
ing in the SME sector�  AIB will not be able to provide such details�  It is paying a fortune for 
newspaper advertisements about being brave or something�  It is a joke�  The Minister of State 
with responsibility for the SME sector, for whom I have the greatest respect, knows it is a joke�  
AIB needs to be called in because it is not just bluffing the Government - it is bluffing every 
single one of us in this House�  Some 800,000 people were employed in the SME sector at one 
time�  As that number has dwindled dramatically, the response from the banks and, as a result, 
the Government has been absolutely pathetic�  The Government should not allow the banks to 
get away with this.  It should tell the banks to fulfil the Government’s policy and commitment 
to facilitate lending to the SME sector�

The Government said there would be no upward-only rent reviews, but that went out the 
minute it came into office.  People out there are still affected by it.  Are Members aware that 
the Government is one of the biggest holders of leases with upward-only rent reviews?  When 
representatives of the various harbour companies appeared before the Committee of Public Ac-
counts last week, we learned that 54 properties have little or no leases attached to them�  The 
Government is not doing its homework or introducing the necessary reforms�

What about commercial rates for the small to medium-sized enterprise, SME, sector?  The 
Government claimed to understand the difficulties in that regard.  SMEs have cut their costs 
and minimised everything�  The last cost, which they cannot effect, is the commercial rate, but 
the Government is doing nothing about it�  When an enthusiastic entrepreneur builds an exten-
sion to his or her pub, shop, warehouse or whatever, the first visit he or she receives is not from 
government wishing him or her well, but from a local authority’s rates section, organised by 
government, seeking to revalue his or her property�  Is this the type of country that the Govern-
ment wants?  Should everyone who attempts to create or sustain jobs be taxed and penalised?  
It happened prior to this Government’s tenure, too, but the Government promised reform�  It has 
not delivered, and has instead continued to tax and shame SMEs up and down the country�  If 
the Minister of State told them that austerity had ended, they would not believe him�

We in the south east have argued for a university in the region�  The Minister of State’s party 
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colleague agreed that one was needed and recognised the fact that outside investors looked 
for the best quality services for them and their employees, for example, schools, housing and 
universities�  We promoted our campaign and Institute of Technology, Carlow linked with the 
Waterford Institute of Technology, but the project has been derailed�

22/10/2014P00200Deputy Damien English: Locally�  Not by the Government�

22/10/2014P00300Deputy John McGuinness: The Government has a leadership role�  It should insist that the 
original plan to bring Carlow and Waterford together to form a new university be executed�  It 
is about time that the vested interests, including those in the education sector as well as the De-
partment who probably do not want a university anyway because it would cost money, do what 
they are told�  If the project is good for the south east and Ireland and creates jobs, let us have it�  
Why is the Government not declaring that, in the interests of business and our international pro-
file, we need this university and vested interests will not be tolerated?  The Government should 
make a point of supporting its backbenchers and Opposition Deputies from the constituencies 
involved, award university status to Carlow and Waterford together and stop the games being 
played with the process�

I touched on the issue of mental health, but the Government is an absolute and utter disgrace 
on the wider issue of health.  It spent five years and more on this side of the House telling us 
how health could be handled and that it would implement best practice and abolish the HSE�  
It went half-cocked down that road and listened to no one�  Alongside Irish Water, the HSE 
is now the largest quango of which we know�  From its appearances before the Committee of 
Public Accounts, I can tell the Minister of State that it is not fit for purpose.  Every waiting list 
is growing and older and marginalised people are not being accounted for or supported with 
services�  The Government should hang its head in shame, given the number of people awaiting 
serious hospital operations.  The medical card fiasco happened on the Government’s watch.  An 
administrative issue, it gained the State nothing financially and destroyed older people’s belief 
that the Government would do what it was supposed to do, namely, care for the State’s people�  
The Government failed them�  To this day, it is only when people try to collect their prescrip-
tions from chemists that they discover their medical cards have been withdrawn�  Letters have 
been lost in the post, information sent to the centre has not been dealt with and communications 
from Deputies have been ignored�

Not only has the Government failed to learn from the situation with the HSE or to take ac-
count of the people it represents who are in hardship as regards their health, it has decided to 
create a similar quango in the form of Irish Water, leaving it in the greatest mess�  Irish Water’s 
board should be gone�  If it was a private business, its board would be thrashed out the door and 
one would never again hear tell of its members�  Indeed, we have not heard from the board or 
been told why its qualified members are not performing.  The Government is encouraging Mr. 
John Tierney to take the flak.  The Government members are a great bunch of lads.  Why do 
they not take the flak?  They created it.  According to Deputy O’Dowd, doing so was wrong and 
he told the Government as much�

The Government is shouting about the end of austerity�  All of the quarter Christmas bonus 
that it gives will be taken back in January by Irish Water�  Let us examine what has happened�  
Assets owned by the State were transferred to Irish Water, a semi-State company�  All of the 
corporate knowledge was also transferred to it free of charge.  It has a magnificent budget of 
millions upon millions of euro to be spent on consultants�  This happened on the Government’s 
watch�  Irish Water is of the Government’s design, yet the Government expects people to pay 
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for what has been spent on those consultants before they even get a drop of water�  Some €300 
million has been spent on water meters and €1 billion on fixing the infrastructure.  Look at all 
of the money the Government has spent on consultants�  Ownership of the State’s assets went to 
Irish Water from the Irish people�  The Government then told it that it could charge people for 
them as well.  It is a disgrace and has led to the current fiasco.

While in opposition, those opposite asked for something that is never debated in the House, 
but they were not interested in it come government�  The Comptroller and Auditor General pro-
duces a report every year and lays it before the House and the Committee of Public Accounts, 
forming our programme of work, but the House and Government do not discuss it�  Nor does the 
Government take the actions proposed by the committee to stop wastage of money in the public 
sector�  The Government might claim that there is not much waste, but there is�  Some €31 mil-
lion spent on a site in Dublin was lost simply because of incompetence and a lack of leadership 
in two Departments�  The Department of Justice and Equality knocked down the State pathol-
ogy lab that was being built, amounting to a further €4 million lost, because it did not know 
whether it would have funding available for the next two year�  None of the €2�3 billion that is 
spent on local government is accounted for properly�  I have not seen a single value for money 
report or special report from local authorities that means anything�  The local government sector 
is an in-house operation-----

22/10/2014P00400An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I must ask the Deputy to-----

22/10/2014P00500Deputy John McGuinness: -----and does not answer to the Dáil because it is supposed to 
be separate�

22/10/2014P00600An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I am sorry, Deputy McGuinness, but it is now 12 noon�  I ask 
the Deputy to move the debate’s adjournment�

22/10/2014P00700Deputy John McGuinness: I will finish on this point.

22/10/2014P00800Deputy Olivia Mitchell: That is enough�

22/10/2014P00900Deputy John McGuinness: Local authorities should be made accountable to the Com-
mittee of Public Accounts as a first step.  If the Government stops the amount of money being 
wasted, it might not need to take so much in taxes�

22/10/2014P01000Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: Stop the lights�

Debate adjourned�

22/10/2014P01200Topical Issue Matters

22/10/2014P01300An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I wish to advise the House of the following matters in re-
spect of which notice has been given under Standing Order 27A and the name of the Member 
in each case: (1) Deputy Seán Kyne - the need to review the funding application decision for 
Connemara Community Radio; (2) Deputy Catherine Murphy - the lack of a Gaelcholáiste in 
the north Kildare area; (3) Deputy Thomas P� Broughan - the programme and targets in respect 
of the future strategic infrastructure required for Dublin city and Fingal county; (4) Deputy Dan 
Neville - the bypass of Adare village, County Limerick; (5) Deputy Clare Daly - the need to 
implement a new housing strategy; (6) Deputy Martin Ferris - the threatened discontinuation 
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of the ferry linking Inis Mór of the Aran Islands to County Galway; (7) Deputy Róisín Shortall 
- the need to update regulations under the misuse of drugs legislation to curb the open street 
trading of benzodiazepines and Z-drugs; (8) Deputy Seamus Kirk - the issue of cattle rustling 
around the country; (9) Deputy Sean Fleming - the funding of the school meals local project 
scheme in Scoil Bhríde, Portlaoise, County Laois; (10) Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív - an gá go dta-
barfar cúnamh breise do na teaghlaigh a choinníonn Gaeilgeoirí faoi Scéim na bhFoghlaimleoirí 
Gaeilge in 2015 de bharr an ualaigh a thitidh orthu de bharr táillí uisce tí; (11) Deputy Maureen 
O’Sullivan - the need for community rehabilitation services for stroke victims; (12) Deputy 
Charlie McConalogue - the investment plans for Malin Head; (13) Deputy Denis Naughten - 
the need to suspend the backdating by three months of the €5 million value for money cut to 
disability services; (14) Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl - the closure of the HSE dental clinic at St� 
James’s Hospital; (15) Deputy Billy Kelleher - the concerns raised by the Irish Association for 
Emergency Medicine with regard to Ebola; (16) Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice - the budget for 
minor works grants in primary schools and the reliance of schools on such grants; (17) Deputy 
Robert Troy - the lessons that need to be learned by State agencies following the death of an 
individual (details supplied); (18) Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett - the need to take the Turkish 
PKK party off the list of terrorist groups; (19) Deputy Niall Collins - the communications with 
Northern Ireland counterparts on the Sinn Féin-IRA cover-up of sex abuse; (20) Deputy Pat 
Breen - the need to review the eligibility for qualification for a special rate third level grant to 
facilitate cohabiting couples in certain cases; (21) Deputy Brian Stanley - the high costs of road 
haulage fees; (22) Deputy Dessie Ellis - the economic impact of fuel stretching in the midlands; 
and (23) Deputy Mick Wallace - the proposed new housing strategy�

12 o’clock

  The matters raised by Deputies Seán Kyne, Thomas P� Broughan, Seamus Kirk and Mau-
reen O’Sullivan have been selected for discussion�

22/10/2014Q00200Leaders’ Questions

22/10/2014Q00300Deputy Micheál Martin: I understand that this morning, the Taoiseach met Maíria Cahill�  
Although I am not aware of what transpired in the course of their conversations, I have no doubt 
but that the Taoiseach would have been very taken aback by her story and by her account of 
being raped as a young 16 year old�  In addition, attempts were made earlier, when this story 
was revealed, to undermine her credibility�  The story regarding the IRA interrogation into her 
abuse is one that would shake any person who has had the opportunity to hear it�  Over the past 
decade, there have been many debates in this House relating to the issue of child sex abuse�  
These range from the swimming abuse inquiry many years ago to the inquiry into industrial 
schools to the various inquiries into Cloyne, Ferns and Dublin and across the board�  Politicians 
from all parties were anxious that those debates would take place and they participated fully in 
them in the interests of the victims of such abuse, in the sense that those institutions had covered 
up and had transgressed the rights of victims�  For many Deputies at that time, some of that 
material was uncomfortable�  People could hardly believe what they were hearing on those oc-
casions�  I remember it well and was involved in initiating some of the inquiries myself�  Sinn 
Féin Deputies were to the fore in condemning the Catholic Church�  The Deputy First Minister, 
Martin McGuinness, said that Cardinal Brady should resign when it was revealed that as a 
young priest, the cardinal was secretary to a secret inquiry that swore to silence two young boys 
who were abused�  The deputy leader of Sinn Féin, Deputy McDonald, said that anyone found 
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to have covered up the abuse of children should be arrested and should face the full rigours of 
the law�

22/10/2014Q00400An Ceann Comhairle: Thank you, a question please�

22/10/2014Q00500Deputy Micheál Martin: We know that Maíria Cahill was sworn to silence by Sinn Féin-
IRA�  This is known and one should just read her father’s testimony during the week�  I put 
it to the Taoiseach that this morning, Members have learned of another victim from the Irish 
Independent�  They got three options, namely, we will execute him, you can execute him or we 
will expel him�  Expulsion means moving to another parish�  When one reads the blog on this 
issue by the leader of Sinn Féin, Deputy Adams, one notes he said that on occasions, the IRA 
shot them�  We do not know what happened on the other occasions�  Sometimes they expelled 
them�  Expelling means moving to another parish-----

22/10/2014Q00600An Ceann Comhairle: Thank you�

22/10/2014Q00700Deputy Micheál Martin: -----and in fairness, he qualified it by saying it was not appropri-
ate to shoot them�

I have a number of questions to put to the Taoiseach.  The first is a question I asked sincerely 
yesterday�

22/10/2014Q00800An Ceann Comhairle: Sorry Deputy, we are way over time�

22/10/2014Q00900Deputy Micheál Martin: I appreciate that�  Will the Government ensure there is a compre-
hensive Dáil debate on this issue, like those held at any time abuse in other institutions came 
up?  We should have such a debate.  Second, can the Taoiseach confirm whether the Minister 
for Justice and Equality has discussed this issue or case with the Minister for Justice in the 
Northern Ireland Executive, David Ford, because of the obvious cross-Border dimension to this 
matter?  Third, will the Government give consideration to creating a facility to enable victims 
of such abuse at the hands of Sinn Féin-IRA to come forward and tell their story in confidence 
so the full story can come out?

22/10/2014Q01000The Taoiseach: I had the opportunity and privilege of meeting Maíria Cahill over the past 
hour and a half or so.  This is a courageous, confident and brave young woman who is a force to 
be reckoned with�  She overcame the horror of being raped and had to face down the IRA and 
its generals, secret or otherwise�  All Members know that the horror of rape is that it is not just 
a violation but is about control and power�  While in that frightening situation her own control 
was taken from her, she never ceded in any way her own power�  It is that power and that sense 
for truth that brought her here to Leinster House and that brought her to Government Buildings 
this morning.  When innocence is defiled, clearly there are consequences when people have the 
courage to speak out�

Deputy Martin asked three questions.  The answer to the first question is “Yes.”  The Gov-
ernment will facilitate a comprehensive debate on this matter.  I cannot confirm for the Deputy 
whether the Minister, Deputy Fitzgerald, has spoken to the Northern Ireland Minister, Mr� Ford, 
but he can take it from me that she will.  We need to reflect on the Deputy’s third question in 
regard to having some facility, opportunity or method of allowing people who wish to come 
forward with their stories to so do in confidence.  That is an issue on which Members must re-
flect in order to do that in the best way possible.  As the Deputy mentioned in respect of what 
happened with the Catholic Church and sexual abuse, it is very much mirrored in what has 
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happened here with IRA sexual abusers who are members of Sinn Féin�  It is clear, from my 
conversations this morning with Maíria Cahill, that a number of clear questions must be an-
swered�  One such question concerns the movement of people from Northern Ireland involved 
in the IRA who were moved down to this jurisdiction�  They are still here�  People know who 
they are, people know where they are and people know of their activities�  It is time that people 
spoke up and answered these questions�

22/10/2014Q01100Deputy Micheál Martin: I thank the Taoiseach for his response and welcome the fact that 
there will be a comprehensive Dáil debate on this issue, just as there has been in relation to other 
issues and scandals - I outlined quite a number�  At that time, people did not say that people 
were being political or whatever in discussing abuse within the Catholic Church�  I can recall 
Deputy McDonald’s words in respect of the abuse of children in the Dublin diocese�  She said:

The report on clerical sexual abuse of children in Dublin exposes how the most powerful 
men in the Catholic Church in the Dublin Diocese conspired to protect abusers of children�  
It was a gross betrayal of generations of children�

The most powerful men within the IRA interrogated victims of abuse at the hands of leading 
members of the IRA�  That happened�

The most powerful men conspired to protect the abusers and swore the victims to silence�  
It is unpalatable to have to say that�  There may be Members in the House who do not like me 
saying that but there is no getting away from it.  It is an unpalatable truth.  The difficulty is that 
the power and fear here was much greater than anywhere else and victims will tell one that�

22/10/2014R00200An Ceann Comhairle: A question please, Deputy�

22/10/2014R00300Deputy Micheál Martin: The point is we need to reflect.  Will the Taoiseach give very seri-
ous consideration to how victims could be facilitated to come forward to tell their story?

22/10/2014R00400The Taoiseach: I will give it serious consideration�  I take the advice of people in the House 
as to how best that might be able to be put in place�  The Deputy is correct; the most powerful 
people in the IRA conspired in this�  It is reprehensible that a young woman of this courage 
and bravery should have been kicked about in the last week�  Her goalposts have changed and 
have been changed deliberately.  I note from Deputy Adams’s comments last night the first con-
nection with the IRA in his statement outside the Mansion House�  Perhaps when he has the 
opportunity he might confirm for the people of our country down here whether or not Maíria 
Cahill was required to attend at a meeting with her rapist and three other men to discuss this 
matter�  That is the central issue here: a young woman who was raped and sexually abused being 
required by powerful people within the IRA to attend at a meeting and having to face her abuser�

22/10/2014R00500Deputy Gerry Adams: I also welcome the debate�  I was going to raise it later under the 
Order of Business�  I am also very mindful that there are victims and families affected by abuse 
watching us.  Some of them have been in touch with my office.  Sexual abuse and abuse of 
any kind is wrong�  The abuse of a child is a particularly heinous crime�  The consequences for 
victims and their families are devastating�  We know this having seen the human cost of abuse 
right across Irish society�

I have set out the circumstances in the North when there was no democratic civic policing 
service�  I have acknowledged that the IRA sought to deal with some cases of abuse when asked 
to do so by families and victims�  While IRA volunteers were acting, in my opinion, in good 



22 October 2014

39

faith, the IRA was ill-equipped to deal with such matters�  IRA actions against sex offenders 
failed victims�  That is a matter of profound regret for me and other republicans�  I am acutely 
conscious that there may be victims who were let down or failed by the IRA’s inability to re-
solve these cases�  As Uachtarán Shinn Féin, I want to apologise to those victims�  Those who 
wish to should come forward now and report their complaints to the appropriate authorities - An 
Garda Síochána, the PSNI or the social services, or the HSE in the South - and they will have 
Sinn Féin’s full support in doing so�

Secrecy has surrounded abuse in Ireland�  It was taboo to discuss it and some victims were 
very fearful to disclose it�  The only way to face this problem is to support and empower vic-
tims in order that they will speak out�  To cover up child abuse is to deny the basic humanity of 
the victim and to shield the perpetrator�  It is an unthinkable act of cruelty�  Sinn Féin has not 
engaged in a cover-up of child abuse as some of our political enemies, including the Fianna Fáil 
leader and the Taoiseach, have alleged�

22/10/2014R00600An Ceann Comhairle: A question please, Deputy�

22/10/2014R00700Deputy Gerry Adams: This accusation is a slur on thousands of decent Irish republicans 
and Sinn Féin members�

22/10/2014R00800Deputy Paudie Coffey: What about the victims?

22/10/2014R00900Deputy Gerry Adams: The Taoiseach and the Fianna Fáil leader should go to the Garda or 
the PSNI with any information they say they have now�

22/10/2014R01000Deputy Regina Doherty: Why did the Deputy not do that?

22/10/2014R01100Deputy Paudie Coffey: He relocated them down here�

22/10/2014R01200Deputy Gerry Adams: Now, republicans-----

22/10/2014R01300An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy is way over time�

22/10/2014R01400Deputy Gerry Adams: I understand.  I am about to finish.

22/10/2014R01500Deputy Paudie Coffey: It is shameful�  Shame on him�

22/10/2014R01600Deputy Gerry Adams: Republicans are no different from any other Irish citizens�

22/10/2014R01700Deputy Timmy Dooley: They are�

22/10/2014R01800Deputy Gerry Adams: Like most parents, we do our best to protect our children and keep 
them safe�  We have learned that ongoing vigilance and believing children is essential�

22/10/2014R01900An Ceann Comhairle: I ask the Deputy to put his question�

22/10/2014R02000Deputy Gerry Adams: We know that reporting quickly and to the right channels-----

22/10/2014R02100Deputy Barry Cowen: Which is it?

22/10/2014R02200Deputy Gerry Adams: -----is the way to seek and achieve justice�  While I welcome a com-
prehensive debate in the House as opposed to the sleeveen way that the Taoiseach and Fianna 
Fáil leader have approached this-----
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22/10/2014R02300Deputy Eric Byrne: That is a scurrilous comment by the Deputy�

22/10/2014R02400Deputy Sean Fleming: He did not come forward�

22/10/2014R02500Deputy Paudie Coffey: The masks have slipped�

22/10/2014R02600Deputy Gerry Adams: -----will the Taoiseach accept that these serious and difficult mat-
ters need to be dealt with in a victim-centred way by the appropriate authorities and not politi-
cised as they have been in this Chamber?

22/10/2014R02700Deputy Sean Fleming: By you�

22/10/2014R02800The Taoiseach: Let us not forget that the central issue here is that a young woman was 
raped, sexually abused and required to go before her abuser and three other men from the IRA�  
The Deputy’s deputy leader does not believe this�  She has blind allegiance to the Deputy as 
leader of the party while a young woman with courage and bravery is not afraid to speak out�  In 
the past week she has had numbers of others belonging to the same organisation come forward 
to her having contacted her about similar stories�  I hope these people have the courage to speak 
out as well�

In putting his next question, the Deputy might confirm whether he knows, as leader of his 
party and Uachtarán Sinn Féin, whether Maíria Cahill was required to attend in a room with 
three men and her abuser, all members of the IRA, that a second meeting took place some 
months afterwards, and in the intervening period she was not allowed to go to the PSNI or to 
the police.  The Deputy might confirm from his information from associates who were mem-
bers of the IRA whether he is aware of any people who were moved down to this jurisdiction to 
Donegal or to Louth who were involved in sexual abuse of women in Northern Ireland and who 
are still in this jurisdiction�  He might indicate to the House whether he knows anything about 
any of that because I think the story Maíria Cahill has to tell is not just powerful but will have 
serious consequences�

22/10/2014R02900Deputy Gerry Adams: Maíria Cahill has made serious allegations and the Taoiseach has 
met her and listened to her allegations�  Will he now facilitate a meeting with those she accuses?  
These are named people�  Now that he has set himself up to make judgment on this, will he 
bring into Áras an Rialtais the people who have been named-----

22/10/2014R03000Deputy Barry Cowen: The Deputy knows them�

22/10/2014R03100Deputy Sean Fleming: A kangaroo court-----

22/10/2014R03200Deputy Barry Cowen: An off-site court�

22/10/2014R03400An Ceann Comhairle: Deputies, please�

22/10/2014R03500Deputy Gerry Adams: -----and ask them the questions he is asserting as fact?  I refute the 
allegations that have been made about me and about other Sinn Féin members who assure me 
all they did in their engagements, conversations and work-----

22/10/2014R03600Deputy Michael McGrath: Work?

22/10/2014R03700Deputy Gerry Adams: -----with Maíria Cahill was to help them�

22/10/2014R03800An Ceann Comhairle: Will the Deputy please put his question?
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22/10/2014R03900Deputy Gerry Adams: No, a Cheann Comhairle-----

22/10/2014R04000An Ceann Comhairle: Please put your question�  Thank you�

22/10/2014R04100Deputy Gerry Adams: If you treated the Taoiseach and the leader of Fianna Fáil like that 
yesterday-----

22/10/2014R04200An Ceann Comhairle: I beg your pardon�

22/10/2014R04300Deputy Gerry Adams: Let me-----

22/10/2014R04400Deputy Ciara Conway: That is outrageous�

22/10/2014R04500An Ceann Comhairle: I try to keep order to the best of my ability and Deputy Adams 
knows that very well�  There is no need for those snide comments�

22/10/2014R04600Deputy Derek Keating: Hear, hear�

22/10/2014R04700Deputy Gerry Adams: I am not making snide comments�  Let me get to the point�  The 
Taoiseach has made accusations against members of Sinn Féin and some of these were subject 
to court proceedings�  Will he meet those people?  Will he meet me?  Will he put to me the as-
sertions that have been put?

(Interruptions).

22/10/2014R04800Deputy Gerry Adams: I ask the Taoiseach to listen because he has not listened�

22/10/2014R04900Deputy Regina Doherty: He has�

22/10/2014R05000A Deputy: He asked the Deputy a question�

22/10/2014R05100Deputy Regina Doherty: Will he answer it?

22/10/2014R05200An Ceann Comhairle: Thank you, Deputy�  We are over time�

22/10/2014S00100Deputy Gerry Adams: I have already refuted the allegations made�  I do not know who 
is not listening here�  It is a very simple proposition�  The Taoiseach has heard Maíria Cahill’s 
story�  All those from Sinn Féin who have met Maíria Cahill accept and acknowledge she was 
abused and traumatised�  She then put a particular version of what occurred�

22/10/2014S00200Deputy Regina Doherty: The Deputy is shameful�

22/10/2014S00300Deputy Gerry Adams: These are not nameless, anonymous people�  These are decent 
people�  Will the Taoiseach meet them and listen to their version of the story, and then make a 
judgment on these matters?

22/10/2014S00400Deputy Timmy Dooley: Did the Deputy bring in the clergy when making allegations about 
it?

22/10/2014S00500The Taoiseach: I find it absolutely unbelievable that Deputy Adams would come into this 
House of Parliament and say a man who raped a woman, who sexually abused her, is a decent 
person�

22/10/2014S00600Deputy Gerry Adams: I did not say that�  The Taoiseach should not dare say that�  The 
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Ceann Comhairle should do his job�

22/10/2014S00700An Ceann Comhairle: I am doing my job and I do not need the Deputy to tell me to do so�  
This is a debate.  Allegations are made across the floor and I cannot judge on every allegation 
made�

22/10/2014S00800Deputy Gerry Adams: I did not say that�  It is misrepresentation�

22/10/2014S00900An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy should allow the Taoiseach to continue�  He had his 
chance�

22/10/2014S01000Deputy Gerry Adams: I did not say that�

22/10/2014S01100Deputy Timmy Dooley: The record will show what the Deputy said�

22/10/2014S01200Deputy Gerry Adams: The Taoiseach knows precisely what he is doing�

22/10/2014S01300The Taoiseach: Let me be quite clear: there are very many decent people in the Sinn Féin 
Party�

22/10/2014S01400Deputy Gerry Adams: The Taoiseach does not need to tell me that�

22/10/2014S01500The Taoiseach: I asked the Deputy a question�

22/10/2014S01600Deputy Gerry Adams: I answered his question�  I refuted that allegation�

22/10/2014S01700The Taoiseach: I asked him to confirm whether Maíria Cahill was required to attend-----

22/10/2014S01800Deputy Gerry Adams: I refuted that allegation�

22/10/2014S01900The Taoiseach: -----a meeting with three gentlemen and her abuser�  The Deputy says these 
are included among the people who are decent�  Deputy Adams needs to clarify that�  He also 
needs, without laughing about it-----

22/10/2014S02000Deputy Gerry Adams: I am not laughing�

22/10/2014S02100An Ceann Comhairle: We are over time�

22/10/2014S02200The Taoiseach: -----to clarify for people down here whether his associates in the IRA, 
when it was in formal session, knew of people who were guilty of sexual abuse in Northern 
Ireland and were moved from there to this jurisdiction to so-called safe houses in this city and 
south of here, and also in Donegal and Louth, because of fear of publicity�  Are those people 
still here?  Is this true?

22/10/2014S02300Deputy Gerry Adams: I do not know�

22/10/2014S02400The Taoiseach: Does the Deputy know any of the activities they are involved in now?  
These are the most serious matters for everyone�  Sexual abuse was rampant in many sectors in 
Irish society, not alone in paramilitary organisations, but the Deputy has responsibility for this 
and we need to know the answers�  I will facilitate a comprehensive debate in the House in the 
best way possible and we can look at the opportunity for people to have their say�

22/10/2014S02500Deputy Gerry Adams: Will the Taoiseach meet the people he is accusing?
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22/10/2014S02600The Taoiseach: I will meet the four people to whom the Deputy refers, who are named�

22/10/2014S02700Deputy Gerry Adams: Good man�

22/10/2014S02800The Taoiseach: I will do so but I will not stand in judgment on them�  I will ask them the 
question that the Deputy will not answer�

22/10/2014S02900Deputy Catherine Murphy: On 19 December last year, the Taoiseach rammed through 
the legislation to create Irish Water�  The Opposition refused to take part in what was a charade 
and we walked out in protest�  One of the microphones was left on that day and it picked up a 
Government Deputy saying, “Let them go”, with an expletive in the middle�  This shows the 
kind of contempt this majority Government has for those with opposing views�  The Govern-
ment needed to ram through the legislation to proceed with the transfer of €11 billion in assets 
from county and city councils to Irish Water by 1 January�  There are two things Irish people 
hate, namely, being bullied and being taken for fools� The Government and Irish Water have 
managed to do both�

The process of having to hand over one’s PPS number makes people feel bullied�  People 
are infuriated as they will be fined if they do not hand it over.  They feel they have been taken 
for fools�  There have been too many examples of this�  The partnering with Bord Gáis was 
supposed to produce significant savings, but there were actually massive start-up costs.  It also 
brought about a bonus culture�  People are sick and tired of listening to the propaganda about 
this�  The controversial awarding of the metering contract and almost all other facets of Irish 
Water do not sit well with people�  The approach has alienated those who believe conservation, 
more so than fixing leaky pipes, is important, including myself.  It has alienated people who 
have data protection concerns and those who are pretty much terrified about the uncertainty and 
extent of the growing number of charges�  The approach has also alienated people who fear the 
Government and Irish Water are making it up as they go along�

The Government is hell-bent on giving the impression that the entire failure is a failure in 
communications and of the board of Irish Water when in fact it is a far more substantial one�  It 
represents a total loss of trust in the Government�  We are now at the blame game�  What blame 
does the Government place on itself for the loss of trust associated with this omnishambles 
that is Irish Water?  What possible difference can the extension of a month make?  Does the 
Taoiseach believe the events of 19 December 2013 will ultimately determine the results of the 
next general election?

22/10/2014S03000The Taoiseach: The answer to the Deputy’s last question is that the people will decide the 
outcome of the next general election and make their choices, whenever it is called�  The inten-
tion is that it shall be in the spring of 2016�  That is always the way it should be�  People are the 
masters and those whom they elect here are merely their servants�

With regard to Irish Water, I dealt with this matter at length yesterday�  It is well known why 
it is necessary to set up Irish Water�  It is to have a public entity enshrined in law that can bor-
row off the balance sheet for proper investment in infrastructure and treatment plants for high-
quality water for drinking, business and industry�  I dealt with the question of the unitary board 
involving Ervia, formerly Bord Gáis Éireann, and Irish Water, which board will be established 
at the end of November�  The board has a particular function�  I do not want to interfere in any 
way with the regulator, who made some comments yesterday at a meeting of the Oireachtas 
committee�  We will follow through on whatever the regulator decides in light of his indepen-
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dent responsibility�

It is more than a matter of communications�  Irish Water is one of the largest institutions to 
be created, and it is necessary that it be so�  There are challenges with the timescale that has 
been set out�  Most of the complaints I have received are about the mechanics of how Irish Wa-
ter deals with telephone calls, queries, e-mails, requirements to fix leaks and questions about 
water supply and treatment-work supplies.  The issues on which the Government reflected yes-
terday are being discussed by Irish Water and the Department�  The regulator has independent 
responsibilities�  I hope clarity and understanding will emerge from the discussions in order 
that people can have confidence in Irish Water and know what they will get for the contribu-
tions they make in terms of the improvement of plants and infrastructure, the ending of boil 
water notices and the creation of a system of water provision that is of the highest integrity 
and standard�  This will be necessary for decades�  It has never been dealt with and I know it is 
challenging and not easy�  The system needs to be fair and the charges need to be affordable for 
everyone.  I hope that over the next period we can ensure clarity and confidence for everyone 
in order that they will know the contribution they will make will be for the important purposes 
of investment, raising standards and providing water of high quality for domestic, business and 
industrial use for many decades to come�  It is not easy to get an institution such as this running 
as efficiently as one would like.  Clearly, there have been and are challenges and I hope we can 
deal with those�

22/10/2014T00200Deputy Catherine Murphy: I do not know to whom the Taoiseach is listening if he thinks 
that this is merely a communications issue or teething problems with setting up a utility�  It 
is far more fundamental than that�  The way it has been handled has been a disgrace and has 
caused considerable upset�  The 100,000 people on the street were not complaining about their 
telephone calls not being answered�

The impression being given is that we are starting from scratch�  The example given was 
that it is on a par with setting up the electrification of the country when, in fact, as I stated, €11 
billion of assets, many of which are first-world assets that have been invested in over decades, 
were handed over to Irish Water�

This is far more important than a communications issue�  It is a loss of trust in how the Gov-
ernment has handled this issue, from ramming the legislation through to adding Irish Water to 
the list of organisations that can require persons to hand over their PPS numbers so the Govern-
ment could circumvent data protection rules, which is what the Data Protection Commissioner 
states�

I will repeat my question�  Where does the Taoiseach place himself in this blame game, 
which is now focused on the board of Irish Water but which, in fact, points to a political failure?

22/10/2014T00300The Taoiseach: I place myself, obviously, as Head of Government�  The Government made 
the decision to set up Irish Water and it was the correct decision to make�  The Government also 
made the decision to not have every local authority involved, with a different standard of provi-
sion of water and the difficulties that they all encountered.  That is the correct decision.  The 
regime that is in place at present with the regulator means, for instance, that bills are capped at 
€278 for a couple with two children, but also that if the bill is less than that there is an incen-
tive for the consumer to pay that lesser bill�  The regulator will make his comments about that 
in due course�



22 October 2014

45

As I stated yesterday, Irish Water has not done itself justice in pointing out what it is doing in 
terms of its capital programme of €1�2 billion to deal with 126 treatment works that are not up 
to standard across many other areas of the country�  This is a public entity�  Fears that this will 
be privatised or sold are wrong, unfounded and without base�  It is the law�  This is the provi-
sion of a public entity to invest in infrastructure so that consumers can have high standards of 
production and good quality water monitored by the regulator, who has already stated that he 
wants a reduction in its cost base by 8% by the end of 2016, including a substantial amount in 
respect of pay and salaries�

This is a case where there are challenges still ahead and we hope to deal with those clearly 
so that consumers can have confidence that this is a necessary facility and their contribution 
will go for what it is intended for many decades to come, including investment in infrastructure, 
the production of high-quality water, treatment works that stand up to scrutiny, and a service to 
consumers that is not like the service provided in this city at present, which can go wrong and 
is constantly on a knife-edge�  I hope we can deal with all of those in the short period ahead�

22/10/2014T00350Order of Business

22/10/2014T00400The Taoiseach: It is proposed to take No� a12, motion re membership of committee; No� 
b12, motion re ministerial rota for parliamentary questions; No� 12, Merchant Shipping (Reg-
istration of Ships) Bill 2013 [Seanad] – Financial Resolution; No� 29, Statements on the pre-
European Council meeting of 23-24 October 2014; No� 30, Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Bill 2014 - Order for Report, Report and Final Stages; No� 4, Garda Síochána (Amendment) 
(No� 3) Bill 2014 - Second Stage (resumed); and No� 5, Environment (Miscellaneous Provi-
sions) Bill 2014 - Order for Second Stage and Second Stage�

It is proposed, notwithstanding anything in Standing Orders, that Nos� a12, b12 and 12 shall 
be decided without debate; No� 29 shall be taken immediately following the Order of Business 
and the proceedings thereon shall, if not previously concluded, be brought to a conclusion after 
65 minutes and the following arrangements shall apply: the statements shall be made by the 
Taoiseach and by the main spokespersons for Fianna Fáil, Sinn Féin and the Technical Group, 
who shall be called upon in that order, and shall not exceed 15 minutes in each case, and such 
Members may share their time; a Minister or Minister of State shall be called upon to make a 
statement in reply which shall not exceed five minutes; and the suspension of sitting shall take 
place on the conclusion of No� 29�  Private Members’ business shall be No� 158, motion re Irish 
Water (resumed), to conclude at 9 p�m� tonight, if not previously concluded�  Tomorrow’s busi-
ness after oral questions shall be No. 28, financial motions by the Minister for Finance [2014], 
motion 3, resumed�

22/10/2014T00500An Ceann Comhairle: There are two proposals to be put to the House�  Is the proposal for 
dealing with Nos� a12, b12 and 12 agreed to?  Agreed�  Is the proposal for dealing with No� 29 
agreed to?  Agreed�  I call Deputy Martin on the Order of Business�

22/10/2014T00600Deputy Micheál Martin: There had been reports that the Government believes that a legal 
bid by the former Minister for Justice and Equality, Deputy Shatter, to quash the findings of the 
Guerin review would not block a new commission of inquiry into Garda malpractice allegations 
that were made by Sergeant Maurice McCabe�  Deputy Shatter went to the High Court in July to 
have certain findings against him made by Mr. Seán Guerin SC quashed, but the Guerin report 
called for a commission of inquiry and the Taoiseach announced to the House that there would 
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be a commission of inquiry�  So far the commission has not been established�  The Taoiseach 
might indicate when this inquiry will be established and why the undue delay in its regard�

The second item relates to the early years strategy�  As far back as January 2012, the Minis-
ter for Justice and Equality, Deputy Fitzgerald, when Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, 
announced that during 2012, the Department would develop Ireland’s first national early years 
strategy - even though it would not have been the first.  The announcement was approved by 
Cabinet in March 2012, the expert group was established in June 2012, the Minister stated 
she would publish the expert group report in December 2012, and the expert group report was 
launched in October 2013�  It is October 2014�  Three years on from when Deputy Fitzgerald 
announced this key part of the programme for Government - Deputy Troy has been on this case 
for some time - can the Taoiseach indicate when will we see it?

22/10/2014T00700The Taoiseach: I must come back to Deputy Martin on the latter issue he raised�  I will let 
him know today�

In respect of the report from Mr� Guerin SC, the commission of inquiry is not yet set up�  
The Government has not finalised its terms of reference.  Work is ongoing with the Minister for 
Justice and Equality�  I will advise the House and the Deputy as to the timescale when we expect 
the commission to be formally launched and the terms of reference approved�

22/10/2014T00800Deputy Gerry Adams: Tá ceist agam maidir leis an mBille um Inimirce, Cónaí agus Co-
saint, the Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill, which was introduced here at First Stage 
in 2010�  It has been in committee since�  Given that persons are stuck in these direct provision 
facilities, in some cases for 14 years, this delay is unacceptable�  Last month, the chief commis-
sioner of the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission, Ms Emily Logan, expressed con-
cern at a committee meeting about the inordinate delay attached to the Bill, which has very real 
human consequences�  I visited the direct provision facility at Mosney in County Louth where 
some people have been living for up to ten years�  Some children born in the facility are still 
there eight or nine years later�  Given that the former Minister, Deputy Shatter, said he would 
republish the Bill during his term of office, could the Taoiseach explain in the first instance the 
reason for the delay, and when the Bill will come back before the Dáil?

22/10/2014U00200The Taoiseach: An immigration Bill is on the clár, as it were�  So many amendments were 
tabled to the Bill that it was considered better to withdraw it and draft a new Bill, namely, the 
international protection Bill�  I have a note on it in respect of the commitment to legislate to 
reduce the length of time for asylum seekers must spend time in the direct provision system, 
through the establishment of a single applications procedure to be introduced by way of a 
protection Bill�  Work is under way on it, taking into account all of the amendments that were 
tabled on the immigration Bill previously�

We must also consider the specialist group chaired by Mr� Justice Bryan MacMahon, which 
is dealing with representatives from all of the organisations concerned with immigration and 
asylum seekers�  It is considering what should apply in the Bill and in the direct provision fa-
cilities, which is a subject of interest and focus for the Minister of State at the Department of 
Justice and Equality, Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin, and the Minister for Justice and Equality, 
Deputy Frances Fitzgerald�  I will provide an update to Deputy Adams on the work that is pro-
ceeding in terms of the drafting of the protection Bill�  We must await the report of Mr� Justice 
MacMahon, taking into account the views of all the organisations on how the situation could be 
improved and expedited�  The central issue is that it should not take ten years to decide whether 
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an applicant is entitled to asylum�

22/10/2014U00300Deputy Gerry Adams: Does the Taoiseach have a notion of when the Bill will come back 
to the House?

22/10/2014U00400The Taoiseach: It will be next year�

22/10/2014U00500Deputy Catherine Murphy: I received a letter from you this morning, a Cheann Com-
hairle, about Standing Orders and their application to the Technical Group�  You told us that 
Members are selected to speak on the basis of an administrative convenience, and that if certain 
people are not included on our list of speakers, you are likely to call them�  How do you think it 
will work in terms of administrative convenience because if any one of us goes to you and says 
he or she did not get five minutes or ten minutes speaking time, will you administer the entire 
Technical Group?

22/10/2014U00600An Ceann Comhairle: The answer to Deputy Murphy’s question is “No”�  I do not inter-
fere but if I get complaints that people have been excluded, it is my duty to see that they are 
entitled to speak in this House�

22/10/2014U00700Deputy John Halligan: Nobody in the Technical Group has been excluded�

22/10/2014U00800An Ceann Comhairle: I make no apologies for doing that�  It is my preference that parties 
and groups would arrange their own business, but at the end of the day it is my responsibility 
in accordance with Standing Orders to call speakers�  It is a matter of convenience that lists are 
prepared in a particular order but it is entirely a matter for the Chair as to who is called�  If I 
receive a complaint that people are not being afforded the opportunity to make a contribution, I 
have a duty to make certain that they do, irrespective of whether one is a member of the Techni-
cal Group or any other group for that matter�

22/10/2014U00900Deputy Catherine Murphy: So if-----

22/10/2014U01000An Ceann Comhairle: It is not a matter to be debated on the Order of Business�

22/10/2014U01100Deputy Catherine Murphy: I think it is�

22/10/2014U01200An Ceann Comhairle: No, it is not�

22/10/2014U01300Deputy Catherine Murphy: I think it is, a Cheann Comhairle�

22/10/2014U01400An Ceann Comhairle: No, it is not�

22/10/2014U01500Deputy John Halligan: It is�

22/10/2014U01600An Ceann Comhairle: It certainly is not�

22/10/2014U01700Deputy John Halligan: It is�

22/10/2014U01800An Ceann Comhairle: It is not a matter for the Order of Business as to what arrangements 
apply to the Technical Group in respect of speakers�

22/10/2014U01900Deputy John Halligan: But is it not part of the Order of Business?

22/10/2014U02000Deputy Catherine Murphy: Essentially, you are not interfering in any other group�
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22/10/2014U02100An Ceann Comhairle: We live in a democracy which means that people are entitled to 
speak�

22/10/2014U02200Deputy Clare Daly: That was the arrangement when one is elected to a group�

22/10/2014U02300Deputy Catherine Murphy: We received conflicting legal advice.

22/10/2014U02400An Ceann Comhairle: I do not care what legal advice the Deputy got�  I go by the Standing 
Orders of this House�

22/10/2014U02500Deputy Catherine Murphy: We got legal advice from your office, a Cheann Comhairle.

22/10/2014U02600Deputy John Halligan: We got conflicting legal advice from you, a Cheann Comhairle.  
You gave us the legal advice�

22/10/2014U02700An Ceann Comhairle: No�

22/10/2014U02800Deputy Catherine Murphy: We sought the advice of senior counsel�

22/10/2014U02900An Ceann Comhairle: Excuse me�  Members should read Standing Orders and they will 
see who is entitled to call speakers�  That is the Chair�

22/10/2014U03000Deputy Clare Daly: We had Standing Orders legally interpreted�

22/10/2014U03100Deputy Catherine Murphy: We sought the advice of senior counsel�

22/10/2014U03200Deputy John Halligan: It depends on the legal interpretation of Standing Orders�  Your 
legal interpretation, a Cheann Comhairle, was wrong�

22/10/2014U03300An Ceann Comhairle: I am sorry but the Deputy has had her run�  If she needs to discuss 
the matter further, she can raise it at the Committee on Procedure and Privileges�  That is what 
it is there for�

22/10/2014U03400Deputy Catherine Murphy: We sought the advice of senior counsel�

22/10/2014U03500An Ceann Comhairle: I will now call Deputy Cowen�

22/10/2014U03600Deputy Catherine Murphy: We respectfully ask that you wait until we can give you the 
legal advice�

22/10/2014U03700An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Murphy is not raising the matter on the Order of Business�  
She is a member of the Committee on Procedure and Privileges�  She can bring the matter to the 
committee�  I call Deputy Cowen�

22/10/2014U03800Deputy Catherine Murphy: You are the one who interprets Standing Orders�

22/10/2014U03900An Ceann Comhairle: I call Deputy Cowen�

22/10/2014U04000Deputy John Halligan: You are the one who is interfering with the running of the Techni-
cal Group�

22/10/2014U04100An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Murphy has made her point�  I call Deputy Cowen�

22/10/2014U04200Deputy John Halligan: You are interfering, a Cheann Comhairle�
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22/10/2014U04300An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Halligan should stop shouting�

22/10/2014U04400Deputy John Halligan: You are�  I am not shouting�  I am only making a point�

22/10/2014U04500Deputy Catherine Murphy: We have sought advice�

22/10/2014U04600An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Murphy should read Standing Orders�  I call Deputy Cowen�

22/10/2014U04700Deputy John Halligan: You would not do it with the Fine Gael or Labour parties so why 
would you do it to the Technical Group?

22/10/2014U04800An Ceann Comhairle: I call Deputy Cowen�

22/10/2014U04900Deputy Catherine Murphy: You are interfering with the Technical Group�

22/10/2014U05000Deputy John Halligan: Why would you interfere with the running of the Technical Group 
when you do not do it to Fine Gael or Labour?

22/10/2014U05100Deputy Paul Kehoe: It is Fine Gael, not fine Gael.

22/10/2014U05200An Ceann Comhairle: I am not interfering�

22/10/2014U05300Deputy Catherine Murphy: You are making it impossible

22/10/2014U05400Deputy John Halligan: What is the difference?

22/10/2014U05500An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Murphy should resume her seat�

22/10/2014U05600Deputy Catherine Murphy: No�

22/10/2014U05700An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Murphy should please resume her seat�

22/10/2014U05800Deputy John Halligan: No, you are interfering with the running of a democratically elect-
ed group�

22/10/2014U05900An Ceann Comhairle: If Deputy Halligan does not stay quiet he will find himself outside 
the Chamber�

22/10/2014U06000Deputy John Halligan: You can do what you like but you are interfering with the running 
of a bona fide, democratic political group.

22/10/2014U06100Deputy Catherine Murphy: You are interfering, a Cheann Comhairle�

22/10/2014U06200An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Murphy is obviously seeking to be thrown out�  She should 
resume her seat�

22/10/2014U06300Deputy John Halligan: You have no right to interfere�  You do not interfere with the run-
ning of any other group in the Dáil and you should not interfere with the running of this group�

22/10/2014U06400Deputy Catherine Murphy: You are interfering�

22/10/2014U06500An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Murphy should resume her seat�

(Interruptions).

22/10/2014U06600An Ceann Comhairle: The sitting is suspended for 15 minutes�
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22/10/2014U06700Deputy John Halligan: You can suspend it all you like�

  Sitting suspended at 12.45 p.m. and resumed at 1 p.m.

1 o’clock22/10/2014W00200

An Ceann Comhairle: I call Deputy Barry Cowen�

22/10/2014W00300Deputy Catherine Murphy: Ceann Comhairle-----

22/10/2014W00400An Ceann Comhairle: I have called Deputy Barry Cowen�  Resume your seat, please�

22/10/2014W00500Deputy Catherine Murphy: I ask that you afford us the courtesy of giving us time to 
consider the legal advice and to get alternative legal advice�  I do not know how this is going 
to work�  You are trying to demolish the Technical Group-----

22/10/2014W00600An Ceann Comhairle: I am on my feet�  The Deputy should show some respect for the 
Chair�

22/10/2014W00700Deputy Catherine Murphy: You are trying to make it unworkable�  Do I send in 17 names 
for you to decide-----

22/10/2014W00800An Ceann Comhairle: If you resume your seat for a minute I will explain something to the 
Deputy�

22/10/2014W00900Deputy Catherine Murphy: We have to employ two people and others want to contrib-
ute-----

22/10/2014W01000An Ceann Comhairle: The sitting is suspended for another 15 minutes�

Sitting suspended at 1.02 p.m. and resumed at 1.19 p.m.

22/10/2014X00100An Ceann Comhairle: I call Deputy Barry Cowen�

22/10/2014X00200Deputy Catherine Murphy: I would like to continue to-----

22/10/2014X00300An Ceann Comhairle: The sitting is suspended for 30 minutes�

Sitting suspended at 1.19 p.m. and resumed at 1.50 p.m.

22/10/2014AA00100An Ceann Comhairle: I call Deputy Barry Cowen�

22/10/2014AA00200Deputy Catherine Murphy: The Independents are being discriminated against-----

22/10/2014AA00300An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy, I am sorry, I am not going to through this charade again, 
nor am I-----

22/10/2014AA00400Deputies: It is not a charade�

22/10/2014AA00500Deputy Finian McGrath: It is gross political interference�

22/10/2014AA00600Deputy John Halligan: It is political interference in a group�

22/10/2014AA00700An Ceann Comhairle: Nor am I going to allow the proper business of the House to be 
disrupted when you know you received a letter from the Clerk of the Dáil outlining the true 
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procedures�

22/10/2014AA00800Deputy John Halligan: You are disrupting our business�

22/10/2014AA00900An Ceann Comhairle: The procedures have been outlined-----

22/10/2014AA01000Deputy John Halligan: You are attempting to chair the Technical Group and we will not 
allow you to do it�  You cannot do that�

22/10/2014AA01100An Ceann Comhairle: Could you just let me speak?  You do not need to shout me down�

22/10/2014AA01200Deputy John Halligan: I am not shouting at you�

22/10/2014AA01300An Ceann Comhairle: The Clerk of the Dáil has outlined the procedures relating to people 
joining a technical group�  He has done that independently and I just apply the rules�  There is 
no point in having a go at me or shouting at me�  That is not going to solve anything�  The reality 
is-----

22/10/2014AA01400Deputy John Halligan: The Clerk of the Dáil gave conflicting advice.  He already gave us 
legal advice that was incorrect-----

22/10/2014AA01500An Ceann Comhairle: Hold on a minute�

22/10/2014AA01600Deputy John Halligan: -----so why should we believe the Clerk of the Dáil?

22/10/2014AA01700An Ceann Comhairle: Hold on a second, if you wish to change that Standing Order, have 
it debated at the Committee on Procedure and Privilege�

22/10/2014AA01800Deputy Mick Wallace: It is controlled by the Government�

22/10/2014AA01900An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Catherine Murphy is a member of that committee�  There is 
no point in delaying the proceedings of this House because it is not going to be solved�

22/10/2014AA02000Deputy John Halligan: That committee is controlled by the Government�

22/10/2014AA02100Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: We got a totally different ruling on that Standing Order�

22/10/2014AA02200An Ceann Comhairle: Either Deputy Murphy resumes her seat and allows Deputy Cowen 
to make his contribution or I will have to ask her to leave the House�

22/10/2014AA02300Deputy Catherine Murphy: I very much regret this�  It is being made impossible for us�

22/10/2014AA02400An Ceann Comhairle: I am sorry�  If you are not prepared to adhere to the rules of the 
House-----

22/10/2014AA02500Deputy Catherine Murphy: It is being made impossible for us to-----

22/10/2014AA02600An Ceann Comhairle: -----I will have to ask you to leave the House�

22/10/2014AA02700Deputy Clare Daly: We are trying to defend basic democracy on behalf of the people�

22/10/2014AA02800An Ceann Comhairle: Are you listening to me, Deputy?

22/10/2014AA02900Deputy Catherine Murphy: I am�
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22/10/2014AA03000An Ceann Comhairle: If you are not prepared to resume your seat and allow Deputy 
Cowen speak, I will have to ask you to leave the House�

22/10/2014AA03100Deputy John Halligan: This is a gross-----

22/10/2014AA03200Deputy Catherine Murphy: I have no choice and I very much regret that�  I will leave the 
House but this is discrimination against the Independents�

22/10/2014AA03300An Ceann Comhairle: There is no discrimination against Independents�

22/10/2014AA03400Deputy Catherine Murphy: We are not being allowed-----

22/10/2014AA03500An Ceann Comhairle: I have been through it all�  I ask you to leave the House�

22/10/2014AA03600Deputy John Halligan: You are deciding who should speak for the Independents�

22/10/2014AA03700An Ceann Comhairle: Is Deputy Murphy leaving the House?

22/10/2014AA03900Deputy John Halligan: No�  She is representing us�

22/10/2014AA04000Deputy Clare Daly: This Deputy is representing all of us�

22/10/2014AA04100An Ceann Comhairle: I am addressing Deputy Murphy�  Are you leaving the House?

22/10/2014AA04200Deputy Catherine Murphy: I believe I am speaking in a representative capacity with the 
rest of the Technical Group�

22/10/2014AA04300Deputy Clare Daly: Absolutely�  She certainly is�

22/10/2014AA04400An Ceann Comhairle: If you are not prepared to leave the House I am afraid I will have 
to move to Standing Order 62�

22/10/2014AA04450Suspension of Member

22/10/2014AA04475An Ceann Comhairle: I name Deputy Catherine Murphy and I move: “That Deputy Cath-
erine Murphy be suspended from the service of the Dáil�”

22/10/2014AA04500Deputy John Halligan: We object to that�  It is not agreed�

Question put: “That Deputy Catherine Murphy be suspended from the service of the Dáil�”

The Dáil divided: Tá, 70; Níl, 40.
Tá Níl

 Bannon, James.  Adams, Gerry.
 Breen, Pat.  Boyd Barrett, Richard.
 Butler, Ray.  Broughan, Thomas P.

 Buttimer, Jerry.  Calleary, Dara.
 Byrne, Catherine.  Collins, Joan.

 Byrne, Eric.  Collins, Niall.
 Cannon, Ciarán.  Colreavy, Michael.

 Carey, Joe.  Cowen, Barry.
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 Coffey, Paudie.  Crowe, Seán.
 Conaghan, Michael.  Daly, Clare.

 Connaughton, Paul J.  Doherty, Pearse.
 Conway, Ciara.  Donnelly, Stephen S.

 Corcoran Kennedy, Marcella.  Ellis, Dessie.
 Costello, Joe.  Ferris, Martin.

 Coveney, Simon.  Fitzmaurice, Michael.
 Creed, Michael.  Fleming, Sean.

 Daly, Jim.  Fleming, Tom.
 Deasy, John.  Halligan, John.
 Deering, Pat.  Healy, Seamus.

 Doherty, Regina.  Healy-Rae, Michael.
 Donohoe, Paschal.  Higgins, Joe.

 Dowds, Robert.  Kelleher, Billy.
 Doyle, Andrew.  Kirk, Seamus.

 Durkan, Bernard J.  Kitt, Michael P.
 English, Damien.  Mac Lochlainn, Pádraig.

 Farrell, Alan.  McConalogue, Charlie.
 Ferris, Anne.  McGrath, Finian.

 Fitzgerald, Frances.  McLellan, Sandra.
 Fitzpatrick, Peter.  Martin, Micheál.
 Griffin, Brendan.  Murphy, Catherine.
 Harrington, Noel.  Ó Fearghaíl, Seán.
 Keating, Derek.  O’Brien, Jonathan.

 Kehoe, Paul.  O’Dea, Willie.
 Kelly, Alan.  O’Sullivan, Maureen.

 Kenny, Enda.  Pringle, Thomas.
 Kenny, Seán.  Ross, Shane.
 Kyne, Seán.  Smith, Brendan.

 Lawlor, Anthony.  Stanley, Brian.
 Lowry, Michael.  Tóibín, Peadar.
 Lynch, Ciarán.  Wallace, Mick.

 Lynch, Kathleen.
 Lyons, John.

 McCarthy, Michael.
 McFadden, Gabrielle.

 McGinley, Dinny.
 McGrath, Mattie.

 McNamara, Michael.
 Mitchell, Olivia.

 Mitchell O’Connor, Mary.
 Mulherin, Michelle.

 Murphy, Dara.
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 Murphy, Eoghan.
 Naughten, Denis.

 Neville, Dan.
 Nolan, Derek.

 Noonan, Michael.
 O’Donnell, Kieran.
 O’Dowd, Fergus.
 O’Mahony, John.
 Penrose, Willie.

 Phelan, John Paul.
 Rabbitte, Pat.
 Reilly, James.
 Ring, Michael.
 Ryan, Brendan.
 Stagg, Emmet.
 Stanton, David.
 Timmins, Billy.
 Tuffy, Joanna.
 Walsh, Brian.

Tellers: Tá, Deputies Paul Kehoe and Emmet Stagg; Níl, Deputies Catherine Murphy and 
John Halligan�

Question declared carried�

Deputy Catherine Murphy withdrew from the Chamber�

        2 o’clock22/10/2014BB00075

Order of Business (Resumed)

22/10/2014BB00100Deputy John Halligan: A Cheann Comhairle, on a point of order, I ask the Taoiseach if he 
would be prepared to mediate on this impasse�

22/10/2014BB00200An Ceann Comhairle: Sorry�

22/10/2014BB00300Deputy John Halligan: None of us in the Technical Group wants to have this disruption to 
the Dáil�

22/10/2014BB00400An Ceann Comhairle: Sorry, would the Deputy please resume his seat?  This is not a point 
of order�

22/10/2014BB00500Deputy John Halligan: We would appreciate if-----

22/10/2014BB00600An Ceann Comhairle: It is not a point of order�
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22/10/2014BB00700Deputy John Halligan: -----the Taoiseach were prepared to meet a number of members of 
the Technical Group-----

22/10/2014BB00800An Ceann Comhairle: Would the Deputy please resume his seat?

22/10/2014BB00900Deputy John Halligan: -----to have our grievances explained to him and then we would 
agree to allow the Dáil to continue�

22/10/2014BB01000An Ceann Comhairle: Would the Deputy please resume his seat?

22/10/2014BB01100Deputy John Halligan: I ask the Taoiseach, please-----

22/10/2014BB01200An Ceann Comhairle: The Clerk of the Dáil has written to Deputy Catherine Murphy�

22/10/2014BB01300Deputy John Halligan: I am making an attempt-----

22/10/2014BB01400An Ceann Comhairle: Would the Deputy please resume his seat?

22/10/2014BB01500Deputy John Halligan: With respect, a Cheann Comhairle, I am making an attempt-----

22/10/2014BB01600An Ceann Comhairle: Would the Deputy please resume his seat?

22/10/2014BB01700Deputy John Halligan: -----to form some sort of solution to this�

22/10/2014BB01800An Ceann Comhairle: Would the Deputy please resume his seat?  I have already spoken to 
Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan and I explained everything to her�

22/10/2014BB01900Deputy John Halligan: I am making an appeal to the Taoiseach�  I ask the Taoiseach if he 
would agree-----

22/10/2014BB02000An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan came to my office and I explained 
everything to her�

22/10/2014BB02100Deputy John Halligan: Will you allow the Taoiseach to respond?

22/10/2014BB02200An Ceann Comhairle: It is nothing to do with the Taoiseach with the greatest of respect�  
This is a matter for the order of the House�

22/10/2014BB02300Deputy John Halligan: Will you allow the Taoiseach to respond?

22/10/2014BB02400An Ceann Comhairle: Will you please resume your seat?

22/10/2014BB02500Deputy John Halligan: I am only asking you to allow the Taoiseach to respond�

22/10/2014BB02600An Ceann Comhairle: I am asking the Deputy again�

22/10/2014BB02700Deputy John Halligan: So I can cut to the chase on this, I will not resume my seat�

22/10/2014CC00050An Ceann Comhairle: Will the Deputy please resume his seat?

22/10/2014CC00100Deputy John Halligan: I will not resume my seat�  Will the Taoiseach respond?

22/10/2014CC00200An Ceann Comhairle: I ask the Deputy again to resume his seat�  If he wishes to be thrown 
out, I will oblige him�

22/10/2014CC00300Deputy John Halligan: Will the Ceann Comhairle allow the Taoiseach to respond?



Dáil Éireann

56

22/10/2014CC00400An Ceann Comhairle: Will the Deputy resume his seat?

22/10/2014CC00500Deputy John Halligan: Will the Ceann Comhairle allow the Taoiseach to respond?  This 
is not a dictatorship�  It is just a reasonable request�  We are trying to sort this out�  We do not 
want this to continue like this�  Will the Taoiseach facilitate a meeting with two members of the 
Technical Group?

22/10/2014CC00600An Ceann Comhairle: I have dealt with this matter through Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan�  
If the Deputy would like to consult her, she understands perfectly well what is involved�

22/10/2014CC00700Deputy John Halligan: It is a reasonable request�  Will the Ceann Comhairle allow the 
Taoiseach to respond?

22/10/2014CC00800An Ceann Comhairle: This is a matter for the Order of the House�  It is not a matter for 
the Government�

22/10/2014CC00900Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: Except that it was interpreted in a different way a year ago�

22/10/2014CC01000An Ceann Comhairle: I am in the fortunate or unfortunate position to be dealing with this 
issue but it is a matter for Standing Orders and the Order of the House�  The Deputy knows he 
is totally out of order�

22/10/2014CC01100Deputy John Halligan: As a mark of respect and in an attempt to defuse this situation, will 
the Ceann Comhairle please allow the Taoiseach to respond?

22/10/2014CC01200An Ceann Comhairle: If the Deputy does not want to get himself removed from the House, 
I ask him once again to resume his seat�

22/10/2014CC01300Deputy John Halligan: I appeal to the Ceann Comhairle to allow the Taoiseach to respond 
to the question I have asked him on behalf of the Technical Group�  It is a reasonable question�  
Whatever the Taoiseach says, I will agree with him�

22/10/2014CC01400An Ceann Comhairle: It is not a matter for the Taoiseach�

22/10/2014CC01500Deputy John Halligan: I want to put one question to him on behalf of the Technical Group�

22/10/2014CC01600Deputy Micheál Martin: I endorse the Ceann Comhairle’s comments, as a member of a 
group�  Parliament should run Parliament�  I mean no disrespect to anyone�

22/10/2014CC01700An Ceann Comhairle: Yes�  Will Deputy Halligan please resume his seat?  I call Deputy 
Barry Cowen on the Order of Business�

22/10/2014CC01800Deputy John Halligan: I appeal to the Ceann Comhairle again to allow the Taoiseach to 
respond briefly.

22/10/2014CC01900An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy is obviously playing a few games�

22/10/2014CC02000Deputy John Halligan: I am not playing any game�  I spoke to the Taoiseach earlier to 
defuse this situation�

22/10/2014CC02100An Ceann Comhairle: If the Deputy does not resume his seat, I will ask him to leave the 
House�

22/10/2014CC02200Deputy John Halligan: None of us wants to be suspended from the Dáil�  We have speak-
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ing time this week and we do not want to be suspended from the Dáil-----

22/10/2014CC02300An Ceann Comhairle: I will ask the Deputy to leave the House if he does not resume his 
seat�

22/10/2014CC02400Deputy John Halligan: -----but we have to stand our ground-----

22/10/2014CC02500An Ceann Comhairle: If the Deputy will not leave the House voluntarily, I will have to 
name him�  Will he resume his seat?

22/10/2014CC02600Deputy John Halligan: The Ceann Comhairle is attempting to undermine the speaking 
time and rights of the Technical Group�  He is attempting to appoint himself as chairperson of 
the Technical Group�  We will not allow him to do that�  I appeal to the Taoiseach to intervene 
in this and allow a meeting-----

22/10/2014CC02650Suspension of Member

22/10/2014CC02700An Ceann Comhairle: I move: “That Deputy John Halligan be suspended from the service 
of the Dáil�”

Question put: 

The Dáil divided: Tá, 74; Níl, 42.
Tá Níl

 Bannon, James.  Adams, Gerry.
 Breen, Pat.  Boyd Barrett, Richard.

 Burton, Joan.  Broughan, Thomas P.
 Butler, Ray.  Calleary, Dara.

 Buttimer, Jerry.  Collins, Joan.
 Byrne, Catherine.  Collins, Niall.

 Byrne, Eric.  Colreavy, Michael.
 Cannon, Ciarán.  Cowen, Barry.

 Carey, Joe.  Crowe, Seán.
 Coffey, Paudie.  Daly, Clare.

 Conaghan, Michael.  Doherty, Pearse.
 Connaughton, Paul J.  Donnelly, Stephen S.

 Conway, Ciara.  Ellis, Dessie.
 Corcoran Kennedy, Marcella.  Ferris, Martin.

 Costello, Joe.  Fitzmaurice, Michael.
 Coveney, Simon.  Fleming, Sean.
 Creed, Michael.  Fleming, Tom.

 Daly, Jim.  Halligan, John.
 Deenihan, Jimmy.  Healy, Seamus.

 Deering, Pat.  Healy-Rae, Michael.
 Doherty, Regina.  Higgins, Joe.

 Donohoe, Paschal.  Keaveney, Colm.
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 Dowds, Robert.  Kelleher, Billy.
 Doyle, Andrew.  Kitt, Michael P.

 Durkan, Bernard J.  Lowry, Michael.
 English, Damien.  Mac Lochlainn, Pádraig.

 Farrell, Alan.  Martin, Micheál.
 Ferris, Anne.  McConalogue, Charlie.

 Fitzgerald, Frances.  McGrath, Finian.
 Fitzpatrick, Peter.  McGrath, Michael.

 Flanagan, Terence.  McLellan, Sandra.
 Griffin, Brendan.  Murphy, Paul.
 Harrington, Noel.  Ó Fearghaíl, Seán.

 Harris, Simon.  O’Brien, Jonathan.
 Keating, Derek.  O’Dea, Willie.

 Kehoe, Paul.  O’Sullivan, Maureen.
 Kelly, Alan.  Pringle, Thomas.

 Kenny, Enda.  Ross, Shane.
 Kenny, Seán.  Smith, Brendan.
 Kyne, Seán.  Stanley, Brian.

 Lawlor, Anthony.  Tóibín, Peadar.
 Lynch, Ciarán.  Wallace, Mick.

 Lynch, Kathleen.
 Lyons, John.

 McCarthy, Michael.
 McFadden, Gabrielle.

 McGinley, Dinny.
 McGrath, Mattie.

 McHugh, Joe.
 McNamara, Michael.

 Mitchell, Olivia.
 Mitchell O’Connor, Mary.

 Mulherin, Michelle.
 Murphy, Dara.

 Murphy, Eoghan.
 Naughten, Denis.

 Neville, Dan.
 Nolan, Derek.

 Noonan, Michael.
 O’Donnell, Kieran.
 O’Dowd, Fergus.
 O’Mahony, John.

 O’Reilly, Joe.
 Penrose, Willie.

 Phelan, John Paul.
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 Reilly, James.
 Ring, Michael.
 Ryan, Brendan.
 Stagg, Emmet.
 Stanton, David.
 Timmins, Billy.
 Tuffy, Joanna.
 Twomey, Liam.
 Walsh, Brian.

Tellers: Tá, Deputies Paul Kehoe and Emmet Stagg; Níl, Deputies John Halligan and Clare 
Daly�

Question declared carried�

Deputy John Halligan withdrew from the Chamber�

22/10/2014DD00150Order of Business (Resumed)

22/10/2014DD00200An Ceann Comhairle: I call Deputy Barry Cowen�

22/10/2014DD00300Deputy Thomas Pringle: A Cheann Comhairle, a number of attempts have been made to 
resolve this issue�  Unfortunately, you have not taken them on board�

22/10/2014DD00400An Ceann Comhairle: Sorry, Deputy, resume your seat�  You are out of order�

22/10/2014DD00500Deputy Thomas Pringle: A Cheann Comhairle, we have to raise this issue�

22/10/2014DD00600A Deputy: There is a forum for that�  It is called the Committee on Procedure and Privileges�

22/10/2014DD00700An Ceann Comhairle: Sorry, I am on my feet�  Please resume your seat while I am on my 
feet�

22/10/2014DD00800Deputy Thomas Pringle: Why?

22/10/2014DD00900An Ceann Comhairle: I had the pleasure of speaking with Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan�  
She came to my office and I explained everything to her in detail.  In addition, I asked the Clerk 
of the Dáil to issue a letter to your Whip, which he did, outlining the Standing Orders and ex-
plaining everything�  There is no discretion for me in respect of this matter�  Any Member who 
is not a member of a party or a group is entitled to apply to be a member of a technical group�  
I do not have any discretion in that regard�  The only thing-----

22/10/2014DD01000Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: That is not what you said last year�

22/10/2014DD01100Deputy Catherine Byrne: Let the Ceann Comhairle finish.

22/10/2014DD01200Deputy Joe Carey: Have a little respect�

22/10/2014DD01300An Ceann Comhairle: Do not shout me down�  The only thing they have to do is formally 
notify me.  The two Deputies in question have formally notified me.  That is it.  I cannot do any 
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more than that�  It is now a matter to be resolved by others�  I ask that in the interests of parlia-
mentary democracy Members now allow the business of the Dáil to proceed�

(Interruptions).

22/10/2014DD01500An Ceann Comhairle: Resume your seat and let us get on with the business of the day�  I 
again call Deputy Barry Cowen�

22/10/2014DD01600Deputy Thomas Pringle: A Cheann Comhairle, we have tried over the last three and a half 
years in the interests of democracy to resolve these issues in regard to the organisation of the 
Technical Group�

22/10/2014DD01700An Ceann Comhairle: Sorry, I cannot resolve anything�

22/10/2014DD01800Deputy Thomas Pringle: This has been refused by yourself on numerous occasions�  It has 
been refused by the Houses of the Oireachtas Commission and-----

22/10/2014DD01900An Ceann Comhairle: The Committee on Procedure and Privileges is the forum in which 
to try to resolve these difficulties.  They cannot be resolved on the floor of the House.

22/10/2014DD02000Deputy Thomas Pringle: -----the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform�  We have 
been brought to this point because you have refused-----

22/10/2014DD02100An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Pringle, I would ask you please to respect the Chair and-----

22/10/2014DD02200Deputy Thomas Pringle: -----at all points to actually engage with the Technical Group in 
relation to resolving these issues�  You have not treated the Technical Group in a fair manner 
when dealing with these issues�

22/10/2014DD02300An Ceann Comhairle: I again ask Deputy Pringle to resume his seat�

22/10/2014DD02400Deputy Thomas Pringle: We are not going to resume our seats in relation to this matter�

22/10/2014DD02500An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy, I am asking you again to resume your seat�

22/10/2014DD02600Deputy Thomas Pringle: I am not going to resume my seat�  You have had ample oppor-
tunity to resolve these issues�

22/10/2014DD02700An Ceann Comhairle: I must ask the Deputy to leave the House�

22/10/2014DD02800Deputy Clare Daly: We have sought legal opinion on this matter�

22/10/2014DD02900Deputy Thomas Pringle: We have attempted on numerous occasions, including today, to 
resolve these issues�

(Interruptions).

22/10/2014DD03050Suspension of Member

22/10/2014DD03100An Ceann Comhairle: I move: “That Deputy Thomas Pringle be suspended from the ser-
vice of the Dáil�”

Question put: 
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The Dáil divided: Tá, 72; Níl, 42.
Tá Níl

 Bannon, James.  Adams, Gerry.
 Breen, Pat.  Boyd Barrett, Richard.

 Bruton, Richard.  Broughan, Thomas P.
 Butler, Ray.  Calleary, Dara.

 Buttimer, Jerry.  Collins, Joan.
 Byrne, Catherine.  Collins, Niall.

 Byrne, Eric.  Colreavy, Michael.
 Cannon, Ciarán.  Cowen, Barry.

 Carey, Joe.  Crowe, Seán.
 Coffey, Paudie.  Daly, Clare.

 Conaghan, Michael.  Doherty, Pearse.
 Connaughton, Paul J.  Donnelly, Stephen S.

 Conway, Ciara.  Ellis, Dessie.
 Corcoran Kennedy, Marcella.  Ferris, Martin.

 Costello, Joe.  Fitzmaurice, Michael.
 Coveney, Simon.  Fleming, Sean.
 Creed, Michael.  Fleming, Tom.

 Daly, Jim.  Healy, Seamus.
 Deasy, John.  Healy-Rae, Michael.

 Deenihan, Jimmy.  Higgins, Joe.
 Deering, Pat.  Keaveney, Colm.

 Doherty, Regina.  Kelleher, Billy.
 Dowds, Robert.  Kitt, Michael P.
 Doyle, Andrew.  Lowry, Michael.

 Durkan, Bernard J.  Mac Lochlainn, Pádraig.
 English, Damien.  McConalogue, Charlie.

 Farrell, Alan.  McGrath, Finian.
 Ferris, Anne.  McGrath, Michael.

 Fitzgerald, Frances.  McLellan, Sandra.
 Fitzpatrick, Peter.  Martin, Micheál.

 Flanagan, Terence.  Murphy, Paul.
 Griffin, Brendan.  Ó Cuív, Éamon.
 Harrington, Noel.  Ó Fearghaíl, Seán.
 Keating, Derek.  O’Brien, Jonathan.

 Kehoe, Paul.  O’Dea, Willie.
 Kenny, Enda.  O’Sullivan, Maureen.
 Kenny, Seán.  Pringle, Thomas.
 Kyne, Seán.  Ross, Shane.

 Lawlor, Anthony.  Smith, Brendan.
 Lynch, Ciarán.  Stanley, Brian.

 Lynch, Kathleen.  Tóibín, Peadar.
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 Lyons, John.  Wallace, Mick.
 McCarthy, Michael.

 McFadden, Gabrielle.
 McGinley, Dinny.
 McGrath, Mattie.

 McHugh, Joe.
 McNamara, Michael.

 Mitchell, Olivia.
 Mitchell O’Connor, Mary.

 Mulherin, Michelle.
 Murphy, Dara.

 Naughten, Denis.
 Neville, Dan.
 Nolan, Derek.

 Noonan, Michael.
 O’Donnell, Kieran.
 O’Dowd, Fergus.
 O’Mahony, John.
 Penrose, Willie.

 Phelan, John Paul.
 Reilly, James.
 Ring, Michael.
 Ryan, Brendan.
 Shatter, Alan.
 Stagg, Emmet.
 Stanton, David.
 Timmins, Billy.
 Tuffy, Joanna.
 Twomey, Liam.
 Walsh, Brian.
 White, Alex.

Tellers: Tá, Deputies Paul Kehoe and Emmet Stagg; Níl, Deputies Thomas Pringle and 
Richard Boyd Barrett�

Question declared carried�

22/10/2014EE00200An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Pringle is suspended from the service of the Dáil�

Deputy Thomas Pringle withdrew from the Chamber.

22/10/2014EE00300Deputy Finian McGrath: A Cheann Comhairle-----

22/10/2014EE00400An Ceann Comhairle: Sorry, Deputy, would you resume your seat?

22/10/2014EE00500Deputy Finian McGrath: -----in regard to the Independent Deputies, you are missing two 
crucial points about the debate�
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22/10/2014EE00600An Ceann Comhairle: Would you resume your seat please, Deputy?

22/10/2014EE00700Deputy Finian McGrath: It is not about depriving people of speaking time�

22/10/2014EE00800An Ceann Comhairle: In view of the ongoing behaviour-----

22/10/2014EE00900Deputy Finian McGrath: It is about pro rata resources and time---

22/10/2014EE01000An Ceann Comhairle: -----of members of the Technical Group, I am afraid I have to sus-
pend the sitting of the Dáil until 9�30 tomorrow morning�

The Dáil adjourned at 2�40 p�m� until 9�30 a�m� on Thursday, 23 October 2014�


